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Three ye<lr.~ alrer William Ellery burned II tr io 01 Newpo rl
stamp-tax t1JvlKdlr\ III 1'1f1~}' II'<1~e 1l9/l'aul Revere
rn1.rtlved th ll IlIAAI'<lion for di ,'pmlng of roY<lIiH parriS<ln~.

Like Ellery's action. Revere', calloon prole.lled flritai n's
tlIxalJon ollhe colomes. The seventeen Mas.'idchusefts
le1.ldalof .~ plCfllrtd hlld vnred 10 resCind a resotuuon
authorlzrng Clfe ula tmn 10 fhl" orh!"! co'nml" ~ of a/Crier
.Hron~yoh/l'e 'lIl1. 10 addJllOnal raxe'. Thi': nmery- rwo
mrm1>I"TS 01 the M .H<idch u <eu .' lexi.dafure who staunchly
voud 10 te .\/.\I D roydl co m men d to rtlcmd reflected popular
~tnllml"nreJctm pJlfj t d hy £/lel}'.
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III

Miantonomo's Death
and New England Politics 1630.1645

Th e co n flict bet ween th e Mohegan sachem Uncas an d
the N arragansett sachem Mian ronornu possesses such
dr.rmanc possibilities that the historical significance of

the event hJS been obscured hy the fic tional quali ty
III us subsequent accounts. ' In ad d ition , m any descr ip

tions w hich claim hrvrorical accuracy JTc vma rcd by
vpecral pleading. Inevitably , perhaps. seventeenth
cen ru rv chroniclers and h istorians oi the .\ t l ssachusctt s

colonv defend Puman pullcv and the rusncc oi the
unucd colonies' deer-ron in au rhorizmg U ncas to
execut e M ianumomu 1

later judgment IS more varied hut equa lly pred ict 
able. I G Pa lfrey, lor example, vie ws the alb ir w ith
app ropr ia te d istas te hu t argues that Mia um nomo's

deat h was justifi ed bec ause it prevented ,111 Indian

upnsmg. ' Consixrcm iconoclas ts of the Pu ritan colonia l

e..rahliehrnen t , such as lames T ruslow Adams, oppose

<ouch a view.' They a re: generally supported by
Rhud e: Isl.m d his torians who, rccognmng that their

colony w as established by purchases of land from

..\1 ian lOn om o and that its survival depended on his

•~1r Samsburv - J ' KI,' ral candrdate al McGill Umversiw.
Montreal - With some relu c tance, but lor pu rpose of
stand ardization, fullow s F W Hod ge. S, E ""!Tisun, and
A T. Va ug hn i ll 'pCHllll' ,!,1ia lllonomo

Unabashed ficnonnl accounts uf Mianmnomo includ e a
dra ma an d an eprc poem , "Miarnonomo," m Robe rt R
Cave rly. R.mle ol lhe Rlhh [Bosto n. IH~ I 77·124. and in
S A Barren, M l<lnlono/llah and Other Po",,,, , (:-l'ew Yo rk,
11W919·47, Mralllon"mn also has frequent and enrhusi
.nllC references in' Fenimore Cooper's "Th e Wert of
Wish-Ton·Wish " Unc;!, 100 has a hrghlv colored c:uloR"
William L Stone. Il!Ka' and .\lu1lJron o mo l;'\1ew York .
11W!1 pa',llln.....'any nrher accounts of the sachems arc:
0 1 varymg deltre:o "j maccuracv

2 William Brad ford . HI'lorv 01 Plnnoulh PI"nldIJfJII .
1606- 1646 . ed. w rlll.rm T: Davies (;.Jew York, l%tl J8!
,~S9, William Hubbard, 1l1,'lOry of lhe lndtan W<lr.~ rn
N ew E/l~,1,md . lev with rmro. Samuel G Drake [Roxbury,
l"oS) J 8·4J. Ed wa rd Johnson , WOlld,'f·Wmk1ng Provi
de nce, 1(,211-)(,:; / , cd l. Fran klin lame,oll INc w Yurk ,
1910\ 2 19·!!1. I n cr e a ~ e Mather, RdllllOll (Of tlu' Troll!> le.\
which have h<lpned III .'-o'ew Enx1dnd /'Y Re'N'11 of the
Indian., there lBoslnll. IM16l !!7-13o. EdwJfd Winslow,
llvpnctllif' Unnw"<e,J Irepn nr Providence, 1916) 71·74

friendship, n a turallv h a ve a ditfcr cu t perspcrtivc of the

nff.air fro m scvcmcvruh-ccn turv Massuchuscns chron
iclers and their Hliopierisnc successors

T hese: Rhude Island ccrnmenturor-, charac ter ize

M ran eonom o .IS innocent victim of .\ t h sJch use tts

~tJ lecraft .....ho, hv selling land to the heretical Samuel

Gorton and his [oIIO\\'e:ts ,o; madvcrrendv gave sanctuary

to an element which threatened pretensions of ....1assa

chusens onhodoxv ami hindered the aucmpr of the

Bay cnlony to secure control o i WAyward Rhode Island
scnlemems.s

T he pu rpose of this o:s!>ay i!> not ptim.rrilv tn revalua te

the: jus tic e of Mi. mto no mu-s execution, hut rathe r to

examine th e even t and circumsta nces t ha t surrou nded

it , in light of an eyolvi n,g English policy tow ard Ind ians

and as the most coherent e xa m ple of the in flue nce of

intercolo nia l poli t ics on Ind ian alfai rs

Oi th e many env ironmemal hazard... with which

fledgli ng New Eng land scrrlemems ....-ere threate ned ,
Indians .....ere regarded as among the most dangerous. '
The situation was exacerbated by the cnsrs over the

N athaniel Monon , New England'I Memorial, ed . John
DaVIS IRoMun, nU6) 227·130. Allthese follow closely the
official defe nse o f Eni:lish policy, John Winthrop ,
IJI'c/a fatJO/1 of F"/lII"/ P<l.mlxe.~ and 1'1,!C('('dJng., betwi x l
lh e Enl'll,\11 an,] 11lr N<II w,\:<1 m clt, IRostlln , 1 r.4 5 1 I' a~~ im .

.I John GOTha m I';lltr ey, HI' lury 0/ N,'w EnX/,lI1d
IBoslOn, 18-60 1.

4 See Ada m, on Mtanronomc and Unea~ III DlttlOllafY 0/
AIIJI'"eal1 HII!;>',r"l'hr INcw York . 192K-1'JSRI 12,58-9·590
and 19:10\/.1 10. Adam" ind iJ{llalion IS shared hy Samuel
G . Drake, Indrdn' ", ......"th AmcHea. ISth ed (Nt w York .
1%4 1 Ill·BI IU, I(,.~

"> John R Bartlett . ed R,'cor d~ III the Colony Ilf RllOdc
II/and dn d provld"fKt PI<lnltl(Jvn l [Providence, IS56
1i'l6.">11 IJO-I q Samuel Corron. "Simphcmes Defence
agamst Seven-headed Pohcv" in Peter Futcc . H J>loric<JI
Twt:h (Wash ,nJ,:tnn, IIl461 14

r. Elisha R. Potter . "Early Hi'rory of l': arra~anse tl : '

Col/aliom Rl/l.~ [Provid ence, I&~:il .L H·j S, Irvi ni: B
Richm an , Rlwde island, 11," Afa klll.l( lind 11~ !\-tel/niD,\:
[New York an d London, 1901'1 184·229 S'lmucl G. Arnold ,
/11.\wrr of RllOd.' /Ill/nil , -tth cd. [Providence, 1899)
I 11 5·1 HI, 174·177 , f!ow 'lrd ."'1. Ch,lpm, Srld1l'ltl, of lht·
N<J/ldxanWII, !I'mv ldcnt:t:', 19.1 1144·.'i2.

7 I'e\e r N, Carrnll, l'Ufl l<Jfwm alld the WI/liNne",
INew York .Ina Londun , 1969) U7·1J9
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Massach usett s charter in the mi ddle 16.305, wh ich
seve rely stra ined relat ion s wuh the Eng lish gov ern 
ment,San d by the outbreak of English civ il war in 1M2;

both events mean t colonists had to face threa t o f In dian
uprising without any prospect of mi litary support from
the mother co untry. With the massacre of white sett lers

by Indians m Virginia in 1622 still fresh in their
memories, it is not ha rd to understand settlers'

obsessive co nce rn for inu: rnal security d uri ng the early
pe riod of colonization

Despi te this preoccupation, however, considerable
expansion of set tlemen t took place within the first
decade of maier emigration to Massachusens in 1630.

Establishment 01 governments in Connecticut and
New Haven was the political manifestation of this
expans ion. Settlements o f wh at was to become the
colony of Rhode Island also developed during the
period? but onder considerably different circumstances.

Rhode Island became a sanctuary for heretics

banished by M assachusett s and was regarded with scant
respect by orthodox colcmes of Massachusetts,
Connecticut, Plymouth, and New Ha ven . Rh ode Island
therefore did not share in com m on policy toward

Indians which these colon ies we re pa infu lly develop
ing, In addition, Indians who expedited expansion of
Connecticut received more sympathetic h andling from
orthodox colonies tha n In dia ns who aided th e growth
of polinca llv isola ted Rhode Isla nd, as th at co lony's

his torians have correctly if sometimes exagger aredlv
poi nted out. Drive to expand , togethe r w ith ne ed to
m aintain sec u rity, we re formative in fluences in devel

opment o f an Ind ian poli cy an d pla yed a decisive pan
in m oulding th e na ture of Puritan in te rvention in the

disp ute be tween Uncus and M ian tonom o.
The tribe which Mian tonomo rul ed as co-sachem

wi th his un cle Canon tcus was th e most numericall y
powerful in the vicin ity 01 Puri tan scnle mern.!''
Narraga nsctt s apparently were little affected by th e
great pla,!!;ue of I(,I(,.] (,I 7, which consi de rably weak

ene d thei r immediate neighbors.'! Alt hough the tribe
ha d a repu ta tion among other Ind ians as peaceabl e

8 Perry Miller , O llhoJOlo:Y In M.H<<lchu ,.c:rl< [Camb ridge,
Mass , 19.\11212-219 Herbert l. Osgood, Amc:riCGIn
Colomt~ 11l lht Sn'rm t'r m h Cc:nrury [New YOlk, 1907)
,l: SJ -70_

9 Newpon and Poresmouth on Rhode Island itself , Provi
dence and Shawomee (I.ater called Warwick!, hereafter
coltecuvelv refer red to as "Rhode bland "

10 John w. dejoresi . HI _\ fOf}· of th e Indians of Connecucue
(rer n nt Hamden, 1964164

people,1Z thev showed an early host ile reaction to

English settlement : in 1(,21 the tribe th reatene d the
newly established Plymouth colony! ' and in 1629 they

were implicated in a plur to "cut off the En~lish . " 1 4

Increasing power of the Na naganseus was connected
not on ly w ith the ir relanv elv large po pu lation but also

with their skrl l III the manufacture of wampum which,
in the middle decades of the sixteenth century,
acquired considerable value as cu rrency and en abled
Nar raganseus to purchase a rms from " sund ry unworthy
persons Enghsh. Dutch and French."!"

Following th e main Puruan emigranun to Massa
chusetts, however. relations between English and

Narragansctts remained cordial until after the war
against Pequods in 16.17, VIsits by Canonicus son ro
Governor \ .... inthrop in July 16J1 and by Miantonomo
himself in 16.32 established friendly contact, although
diplomatic fruits of the second visit were jeopardized
by three o f Mlantonomo 's party who, during sermon

hour, attempted to " brake into a neighbour's house." I!>
A more se rious threat to peace be tween English and

Narragansetts came mluly 1636 when lohn Oldham,
trader , was found savagel y murdered off Block Island.

As Block Island In dians were tributa ry to Narraga n
sens. a war of repnsal aga.inst the lat ter seemed for a
time conceivable, and Sir Ha rry Vane (govern or oi
M assachusett s in IM6) warned Roger W illiam s in
Prov idence of just such a possrbihty.!" An In dian
im plicated in Oldham 's mu rder testified how ever

that, although minor Na rraga nsett sachems wer e
"contrivers of Mr. Oldham's dea th ," Ca nonicus and
Miaruon omn were in no way in volv cd .w Mi antonomo

dernonstruted good intentions by recov ering Oldham's
possessions and rescuin g tWOboys wh o had accorn
pa nied Oldham on hi s fata l trip. I'} Cano nicus furth er
improved the standing of himself and Miantonomo in

an impressive int erview with agents from Ma ssachu
setts sent 10 in vestigate the affair.20 The innocen ce of
th e two leading Narragans ett sac he ms helped to av ert
war again st the tribe, th e English co ntent ing th em

selves wi th a dev asta ting punit ive raid aga in st Block

II Alden T. Vaul:han , Nt:"w Enyand Frontia (Boston, 19651
79

12 de forest , b4 Fonet. II
1.1 Bradford ,125,
14 /I f-u ly Records of Charlestown" In Alexander You ng,

ed., ChlOnidt~ Clf Ih~ FIf_" Plantas of th~ Colony of
Maj,SDchulC:Ul Bay [Bos ton, 18461377.

15 Bradford, 2.16
16 Wlnlhrop's louronl , ed., lames K. Hosmer lNew York.,

190111 1-65, 119



IIJ ,\\!ANTONOMOS \)fATH

In this sketch re-vreanng the ,!:ree tln,!: of Ro,!:er WiI11llm s
f> y Mllln tonom o',\ mnesmen, Rhode Island arti,lt Augustu s
Hopmn porfrayed th t I1U,H and friendship affrif>uu d to
the Bapt isfs r r/awm.~ with Narra~n ,\e tL\ .

- ..' _tu.., .IillGl '" •

Island Indians, tcllowed by an assault on Pequods who
had harbor ed severa l Indians invol ved in Oldham's
murde r.u The srandmg of Ca no mc us and Miantonomo

appears to have bee n in no way dimini shed by the
wh ole inci dent.

It is likely that m ain tena nce of co rdial relations with

Narrugan scus was rega rded as esse ntial policy by
Massachusetts, in view of th e prosp ect of major war

with Pequods - a m ore aggressive tribe and a genuine
th reat to th e su rvi val o f Engli sh sett lemen t especially
in Co n nectic ut. In O ctober 16,16 articles of alliance

were sett led bet ween Mian tonomo and th e Massa
chusetts gove rnment. wh ich di squalified Narraganserts
from m aking peace with I'equods without consent of

17 Wln lhrop '.\ /ournal l 185.
18 Wln lhrop's /ourna l l 184

19 Wlnthrop 's /"u 1OaI 1 185.
W Win throp's tou rnai I 1M. The interview IS described

in some deta il In johnson, 161 ·163.
11 Wlnthrop's lOU1O<l/ 1:11l6·190. Bradford, 334, LI. Lion

Gardin e. , Relation uf th e PequOl werres [Hartford,
190119,Math el, 25,

12 Wlnlhrop's lo urn <ll l : 192.
lJ WlnlhlOP'S lournal l'2 12.

th e M assachusetts gove rn me nt and preve nted th em
from recei ving an y Pcqu od ref ugees. Becau se Narrs
ga nsct t negotia to rs co uld not " un dersta n d the art icle s
perf ectl y," Ma ssach usett s sen t a cop y to "Mr. Williams,
who co u ld best in terpret them."ll Tha t Miantonomo

clea rly ap pro ved of the treaty was de monstr a ted in
March 16..\7 whe n he sen t to Boston " fon y fatho m of
wam pum and a Pequod 's h an d "lJ

Successful so lici ta tio n o f Narraganse tt su pport a t th is
juncture was in pa rt icula r a diplom at ic triumph ,

because Nana,2;ansetts had apparently been conrem
plating all iance with Pequods against the Engli sh . In
their attempt 10 per suade Na nagansens to join them ,

Pequods demon srrared an acute awareness of pot ential
English rhrear to Indian tribes as a whole and showed
prrminve un de rstandmg of the prin ciples of "d ivide
and rule." They argued

that the Engl ish were stranegess and began to ove r
~pred then co un me. and wou ld deprive them mereoi in
tim e. ii they were suffered to y ow and m crese , and ii
th e NarJ~an)eu did a~~i) r rhe Engl J5h to subdue th em .
they dJd hur mllke Wil Y for then owne overthrow. for it
th ey were rooted out. the En gli sh wou ld soone !Ilke
occcaon to subiu,2;a te rhe m. 101

Roger W ill iams later reveal ed h imself as the
successful drplomar wh o pe rsuaded N arragansens to
res ist overtu res of " bloo dy Pequod amb assadors whose

hands an d a rms ... w reaked with the blood of [his]
cou nt rymen " :

GoJ w(]ndrllU.~ly preserved m e. and helped to break
to pie ces the PCI/uods' n e~() t ia!lon and design, and to

make . . the En~li.lh league with the Na rragamett.s .
a.!:lIins t the l'c£lll(Jd.~ .H

The tortuou s dipl omacy em ployed to bring Narra
gunscns int o th e En..:lish cam p was unnecessary in
persuadmg Un cus to war agai nsr Pequods. He was
a for mer Pcquod o f roY;11 blood w wh o on sev eral

occasions had attempted un su ccessfully to rebel against
th e chid sachem 01 th e tribe - Sass acus. Because of the
failur e of h is rebell ion s he ha d lost most of hi s lands

and hi s foll ow ers ha d bee n red uced to an estimated

24 Brad ford ..\l8,

1:" Letter hum Ro!:(r Willia ms to Maior MAson . Com ple te
WrulnX,\ ,,/ ROl(ef WIIl'<lnu (New York , 1963) 6 :338·339 .
Thi s was nor the on ly occasion on which Williams
aided Mauachl.lseu s over Ind ian matters, His assistan ce
did nor mil i~te , however. the inlTansigence 01 the
Bay Colony 's an nu de loward Rhode Island .

26 Uncas ' unpressr ve ,;enea loK)' is in a docum ent drafte-d
by the Connectic ut G~n~ul Court, photostat copy in
RIHS MSS 10:162_
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twcnw -fivc 10 thirty men .v Prior to the Pequod wa r
some .\1ohegans!~ wok up residence und er U ncas on a
site ncar what later became Hanford The enthusiasm
o t Uncas to engage in war against Pequods is under

srandable. With the English as alhes he had the
oppo rt uni ty to re..renge himself on those w ho had
quashed hiS am bition s and the means 10 acqui re powe r

10 which he clearly aspired .

The Pequod war. ulrhough it broughr Na rragansens
and Mtlheli:ans m ro temporary alliance, W ;lS a ma jor
cause tit the bre ach be rweeen them It conclude d with
wranlodesover the performance 01 each tr ibe in baulc,
disputes over custody 0 1 Pequod su rvivors and, most

importantly, rc.rlousy tor mcndsh tp of the Engli sh 
th ird pa rty m the alli ance: and, ,IS the war dem onstrated ,

undoubtedly the most powerf ul. In th e war, Uncas an d
h is follo wers pro ved a more wa rh kc an d tr ustworthy
all y th an the Narraganscus. M ohegan s "hruugh r hom e
tin' Pequot he ads " in preliminary ski rm ishes nc ar
Fo n Savhrook , which demonsrran-d their fideli ty to

Enli: lish tTOUpsI? Narrag.m sett s , by co n tras t, af te r initial
boasu ng of valour. sho wed hnle incl ina tion 10 figh t.

Man y of th em deserted before the mai n arrack on the
Pequod stronghold at My stic. Concern ove r loyalty ot
th c Indians prompted the tollc....-ing exchange between
Captam Masur; of Connecncur , Engbsh commander,

and Uncas :
J then enquired ot ONKOS what he thought the

tnaums wou ld do l Whu ~tJ l d, The NARRAGANSETTS
would dllledve uc. but u_~ for Hl,\15ELF He would never
leave us : {lOdso II proved : For which Expressums Ilnd

some mher Speeches 0; hi s, I shu/lnever jorgc t hi m
Indeed he WdS a great Friend, end did Kreul Service . III

This bond of soldie rly affect ion was nev er to be

broken , although Uncas was to place w\'ere str ain on
h is fri endsh ip with the Englis h and extracted full
reward for hi s "great Serv ice ." Un cas' assertion was,
how ever , vin dica ted; h is m en played a sign ifican t role

in th e attack on Mv suc fort, while Narragansetts who

17 Frances M,m",arin.l: Caulkins. HIHory ot Nor"'ich
[Hat r.ord. 11'lM118- .'lO. Jdurcst , !'I·HI";

18 ,r\10he.l:;ans .1I this time were ;a small tnbe who inhabi ted
lands CAS! of the Connecncur River and west of the
main body oi Pequods, to whom they were tributary .
They should not be confused with the powerful
Mohu:an tribe of the Hudson It 1$ ~uAAested by
deForest th;at many of the "Mohc,(ans" who attached
themselves 10 Uncas were in fact members of the nver
tribes of the COnn~ t1C Ul_

29 Captam John Underhi ll, Newec from Amt'flcu (l ondon,
l6.lR124.

hold not previously fled, hovered nervously in th e
background an d, following the battle, headed preeip i
tately for home."

The poor showing of Narragansens in th e war wa s in

Itscli ground for conflict be tween Narragansens and
M ohegan s. It probably also influenced the English to
disconnnuc cautious d iplomacy th ey had prev-iously

conducted with M ian to nomo 's uibe.12 Senstnv-e m th e
ch arge or co ward ice, Canomcus and Mi anton omo
insisted " that they stuck to the English in life o r death
wit hout which the y were pe rsuaded that Uncas and th e
M oh egans hold proved false."JJ Miantonomo made no

secret o f resentment at what he regarded as di srespectful
treat ment from the English afte r th e war. He co m
plained through Roger Williams (who acted as advocate

tor Narragan setts in th eir representation s to Boston)
that he was prevented for cibly from seeing a Pequod
sac hem taken by hi s brother . " Did ever friends deal so
with frien ds ?" he asked bi nerly,J.l Miantonomo also

m ainta ined tha t th e English wer e keeping in th eir
possession spo ils of war, n amely some kettl es and a

ca noe, captured by Narragansens."
Huma n prizes of war , however , were a m or e

important source of conten tion. The w ar against the
Pcquods was a total one which lcit th e tribe destroyed
as an enmv. Many Pequod survivors attem pted to find

sanctuary wnh th eir vic tonous Indian op ponents.
Na rragansens w ere bound by the treat y of October 16..~

not to receive Peq uod refugees without co nse nt of
Massach usett s. Nevertheless fea r was exp resse d fro m

Connec ticu t th at Pequods were being harbored by
Na rraga nsctts, wh o were using th em to develop
milira ry powe r:1(, T he evide nce of Roger Williams

sugges ts. how ever, that Narragansetts wer e reluctant to

acco mmod ate Pcquods (alt hough on two occasions

th ey suggested that Pcquod sach ems and murderers be
kill ed and sur viving refugees be mad e Narrugansettsj .F

Mi an wnom o is reported to have in for m ed in comi ng
l'cqu ods tha t " he wa s in league with M r. Governor"

30 D r uln lohn Mason , BrIef Hmo,}' of the Pequot Wal
(r('r n nt New York, 18691 5

31 This limited treatm ent of the main battle of the Pequot
w ar IS based on the eve-wn ness accoun ts in Mather,
2-l-l.l : this also contains John Mason's history. fa,lsely
ascribed by Malh('r to John Allyn. Ca rdme r. 9-21.
Unde rhill, pcmim_ Winthrop-s Jou rnal I :218·U 7.
A comprehensive account of the causes, progress and
effects of the Pequot War i~ given III Vaughan , ch. 5_

.H In nself ho wever. the NarraRansetts ' performance does
nul explain later Enghah reaction all:ainst them. Indeed
the English w ere probahlv relieved th.a.t th e potentially
most powerful tribe in sout hern New EnRland had
proved such feeble fi.l:hter ~_
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fohn Wmrhrop. gove rnor nt MaM<.lchu.ell ' &l}' Colony,

and could do nothing without hi s auth ority " l~ Will iams
himself te stifi ed : " I am certai n and co nfide n t of, and

can grve good assu ran ce tha t there is no t one [Pcqu od]
amongst all the Nar ragansct ts.v'" Na rrnganscrrs ap pea r
to have been hel d res po nsi ble by Ma"..achusens for
Pequods accom modated by Niantics;lll a minor tri be
affiliated to Narragansett; by marriage ties and wi th
whom Narraganseuv had an ambit..alent relunonship."

Winthro p in 16JIl even threatened war agamst N ar ra
ganse ns for depredations by Nianucs against some

Long Island mbcs tr ihut ary to the Macsachuseus
govemment.O

Uncas, it is clear. con..ide rablv st rengthene d thc
M oh egan tribe by accommodation of Pequod refugees.
with apparently littl e cens ure from Con nec tic ut or
M assachusetts. Rogc e Williams wrote to W inthrop that
U ncus was "but a litt le sac he m. who ha th made himself

.U Th is defense IS related hy Roger Williams in a lett er 10

Winthrop. dated AUl:U5t 16.37. Wilham. f, 57.
.~ Wllllams 6 '57
. ~." Wllham5 6 62 .fl. ~

.VI Lett er frum Israd ~rou.l:hlUn IU lohn Wlnl hro p in
Winth rop Po1pen. ed Allyn B. Forbes (BoSlon. 1929-19ol71
J olllO--4&l The accusauon was repeated in Wint hrop.
Declararion, 1.

.17 William s (, 62, 1l7.

.\!! WlIIiams6 :42.

.19 WIlliams (,:67. This lette-r was prohahly written in
October 16.\7. Th e few Pequods later found under
Miantonomo presumably came in after tha t dat e.

.w Williams 6 :96-97, 10.1.

I:rcat " by recepnon lit Pcquods H William s also claimed
that "lime Pequod capuvcs ,.·..ho had escaped from
Boston were bemg sheltered by Uncas, who had hound

hi" association with the defeated tribe by personal
marriage unions with Pcquod squaws-" M ost damni ng

ev idence a,l:aimt Uncas. however, Came lrom one of hie

mbe who sou"h t shelter wit h William s to nurse an
inj ure d foot. This Ind ian cla ime d that Uncus' party

wh ich visited Bosfun in lunc 163S co ntain ed six
l'eq uods , a t least one 01 wh um W,I S a m urderer of
Engl ish men. 4 \

An at tempt to sen It the question of Pequod refu gees
",'as made at a con fere nce held at Han for d in Septe m be r
163S, arranged under the auspices o f Roger Williams
and the Connecticut government. M ia nto n omo w as

inSIstent that he should make the journey from
Narragansett. des pile the fact th at allies of his tribe had
been attacked two days bctore by Pequods, an d that the
latter w ere repor tedl y ly ing " in. wait 10 ste p [his]
passage to Con nccucut and diverse of th cm threatened
to boi l hi m in a kculc .':" He arrived safely, howe ve r,
accom panied by one hundred and fifty followers and

Williams as int erpreter. Uncus, understa ndably reluc
rant to co me to the meeti ng. used lam eness as an ex cu se
tor not attending bur he was eve nt ually persuade d to
do ,u by John Hayn es. line of the leade rs of Co n necticut

cnlonv. The l eadin~ sachems were pers uaded to shake
ha nds but Uncav tesu ly refused an mvuauon from
,\ 1ia nto nomo " to sup and dine w nh him . , . although
the magistrates persuaded him . to it ."H The m eeting
tended to confi rm evidence on the wh ereabouts of

Pequods tha t williams had ear lie r given m letters to
W inthrop. Mi an tonom o was found to ha ve only ten
Pequods u nde r hi m , wh ereas Uncas eve ntuall y
admi tted to thirty, alth ou gh he probabl y had con sid

erabl y more. The m eeting con clude d a tr ipartite
agreement whi ch sta ted that sur viving Pequods shou ld
be divided eq uuablv between M oh el:.1 ns and Narra 
gansetrs an d that nei the r tr ibe sho uld e n~a~e in

-I I Du ke. 131. In 1M2. Wint hrop had dlfflcuhy in
persuading Mlantonomo to desert Nianucs WIth whom
Narraganset rs wert "allied bv contmual tneermamages.
boc.•"b ut earlier, in November 11\.\7, ....'lanlOnomo had
been given leave bv ;o.1.:l~sachusens to "right himself
for the wrongs which [anemoh and wequash Cook nhe
Niantic sachcm l had done him " Wmlhmp '.1 lou m al
I :2J!I.

-1 2 WmrhIOI'·.~ !mmwl 1:272.
4.1 Williams 6 61.
+4 Williams 6:67, 1O!I-IOO, !J7 .
-IS Williams 6 102-[(1\.
-If> wuuemse.rzn
-17 Williams 6 :121 ·I U .

d
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host ilities without Hrst appealing to the Engli sh .48

Although Miantonomo had been the more dutiful
ally in months following war, if not in the w ar itself ,
devious Uncas was consolidating friendship wi th

English authorities - especially in Connecticut but to

an extent in Massachusetts also. Th ree months prior to

the Ha nford meeting he had come to Boston with
John Haynes, where his sycophancy won him favo r
w ith leaders of the Bay colony . Uncasleh Boston richer
by a " fau, red coat" and the goodwill of Massachusetts

aurhonues.w Miamonornc had earlier visned Boston
and conceded to Massachusetrsr the Pequod country
and Block Island as theirs by right of conquest.w but

the increasing desperation of his messages to the
English, transmitted inevuablv through W illi am s,

shows that he felt his much coveted alliance was
turning sour A letter from Williams to Winthrop
toward the end of 1(,37 repeats, on Narragansetts '

behalf, d vitriolic arrack on the fidelity of Mohegans
and claims special treatment for Na rragansetts as
longer-standing allies.51

Miantonomo displayed almost touch ing solicitude

for English welfa re in an auempt to regain the affection
of h is forme r frien ds - in August 1638, followmg
threatenings of revenge by recalcnram Peq uo ds , he
" desired that the English wou ld be ca reful on the
highways." \! In May 1639 Ca no n icus and Mi an tonomo
sent a present of th i rty fathom of wampum to John
W inth rop and pledged " tha t if but a single Englishma n,
wom an, or child be found in the woods by any of theirs ,

th ey should punish them seve rely ... that shou ld not
safely co nduct them and succour them, &'C ,"53 The
psych ology of M ia nto no mo's attachment ro th e Engl ish
and the effect of Engli sh failure to reciprocate are

expla in ed by Williams in a letter to Winthrop about
t he t ime o f Uncas' vis it to Boston :

MiLlnt!lllllOmU " , li i ,~ barbarous birth or greatness
being much hsnuned. confirmed and augmented (in his
own conceit) by the solemnity of the league with the
Eng/Ish and hh male rhan ordinary entertainment, e'c..
now 011 d{I.~llI!d in a moment in the frowns of such in
whose itiendsnip and love lay his chief advancemenl.""

48 The 16..38 con ference is descnbed in Williams 6: 12(). 123.
M.athn, ,W, Wint hrop , Dec/arallan. I. de fores t, 156-160.
Richm an, 184- IK5. Ola Winslow , MaM", Rag", Wil1iam~
[New York, 19571 152-1 S-t

49 Winlhrop's/oumall :271.
50 Winrhrop's /oumall '238. Peqcod terrr tory w.as later

conceded by Indians to Connec ticut [at Hartford
meeun g in 16.\81- one example oflack 01con sistency
in English policy toward Indians, prior 10 th e [ormation
of the unued colonies,

M iam onomo's angloph ilia did no t prove permanen t
alter poor treatment he clea rly thought he had received
at Eng lish han ds. In the summer of 164(1 Winth rop

received a leue r from William Bra dford a t Plym outh ,
informing him thai " good Intelli gence" reported that
Narraganscus had bribed the powerful M oh aw k tribe

to aid them in wa r aga inst the English .55 M assach usetts
government (u nl ike Connecticu t] gave li ttle credit to

these rumors, although they did summon Miantonomo
to Boston to give explanauon. Miantonomo arrived in
November to receive from Thomas Dudley, then
governor, offensive treatment which must have com
pleted his disenchantment. Winthrop, in mild cen..ure

01 Dudley's diplomatic technique, wrote in his journal
that Mrantonomc " kept back such things as he
accounted secrets of state, and that he would carry
home, in his breast,.as an injury, the strict te rms to
which he was put to in this."""

Rumors of Narragansett conspiracy against the
English continued to arrive in Boston. An unsigned
" rela t ion" of a prospect ive uprising described how

Miantonomo had been persuading Indians of Long
1sland and " u po n the rna me from the Duu:h to Bay and
all Ind ian sachems from the Eastwa rd " to un ite.

Miantonomo's supposed mouves for aggress ion we re
that he " sawe the English d id gen possession oi all the
best places in the countrev and did dri ve th e Indians
<lwaye," S7 If the report was true, Mi an ton om o had come
to accept Pcquod appraisal 01 English colonial dev elop
ment, wh ich ha d failed to d raw him away from an

Eng lish alliance in 16.30. Evidence of a Narragansett
plot rece ived in Boston was later confirme d by Lt. Lion
G ardt ne r in 1660:

Waiandance wald me many years agoe (that} the
Naraganscts ... woold le t us alone !ill they bad
dcslroyed unca.\ , , , and then they wi th the mo wcockcs
and Mowhclkucs and the indians beyond the dutch and
0/1 the Nontnne lind Essreme tndeans would easily
deslroy us" , , ~~

M ian wnomo is quoted by Ga rdiner as m ak ing an
eloq uen t, if abortive, appeal to pa n,Indian nationalism

to encourage Long Islanders to join him:

51 Will i.ams 6 M -65.
52 Williams 6 :11 6.
SJ Wiliiams6 'B4 Winthrop acknowledged receipt of the

Kilt - Wifl!hrop 's /oumal l :299,
S4 Willi.ams6 :101
55 Winthrop Paper.~ 6 :1.t;Ej-Lt;9. Wmrhrop's lournaI 2:6.
56 Wmrhrop's /ournaI2.14'15.
57 "Relat ion of the Plcu," Ma$50chusell5 Hiswrical Society

Col/ullOn!. J rd ser. ICambridge. Mass., 18JJ)3:161-164
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So arc we al/lndians as Ihe English are, and Say
brotner to une encth er. 50 mu\ t we be one as they are.
o,herwise we ~hal1 be all Rone shordy, for you kn ow au/
lat hers had plen tic of dease. aJ Sk ins, our plain es were
full of dear as also our woods and o f Turkeies . and our
Co ves full of fi~h and toute. but these EngJi.~h having
galien ou r land . they wrth SJlhes cu t downe the gra ss.

and th eir Co wes and hones ea t the grass, and theit
hoW ~poyle our Clam ban ks. and we shall all be
starve d: tb ereiose It rs best for you ro do as wee for wee
are the Sachems from Elm to west bolh Moquakes aJ
Mohawh lo yn in g wilh us, and we are all resolved to

fall up on them all at one apoynted day ,'>9
The precise truth of M ian ron om o's " plot" wiII never

be kn ow n . It is eve n sugges ted that it w as a fabricati on

of sac he ms hostil e to Narragan sctts.s'' although the
variety of so u rces from which the rep orts come indicate
that it is more th an possible th at Narragansetts were
conspiring, however Ieehlv . They wer e clearly di sillu
sioned wi th th e English as alli es and th eir co ns iderable
wealt h in wampu m gave them th e mea ns to bri be

neigh boring tri be s. Wha t is mote sign ifica nt than spec u
lanon about M tan ronom o' s conspi ratorial activity.
howeve r. is the fac t that the Massachuset ts government

in 1642 co ncluded that the reports " m igh t come out of
the enmity whic h h ad been between M ia ntunnomoh
and Onkus, who co ntinually sought to discredit eac h
other wi th the English." The reports were th erefor e
regar ded as insufficient grounds lor sta rting a war for

which the Co nnecticut court co ntinued to press.6 l

M ianto nomo was summoned to Boston in Septe mbe r

164 2 and cla imed insis tently that he was " In nocen t of
any ill int en t ions against the Engli sh " 6! Winthrop,
governor a t the time, conceded th at " In all hi s answers

he was very delihera te an d showed good understanding
in th e prin ciples of justice and equ ity, and ingenuity
withal ."6J

Sho rtly foll owing th e repo rts of conspiracy, bad
feel ings be tween M oh egan s an d Nartagansetrs erupted

into open hos tili ties. In the spring of 164J Mi antonomo
was accused uf hiring a Pcquod to kill U ncas. The
attempted assassin anon failed. althoug h Uncas received

Receipe of this document and others frum Connecncur
IS acknowledged lor September I. 16-12 - Wmthrop'j
lourna/2 :74

58 Cardlner. 23.

:;9 Ca rdmer. 25-26

60 Drake , 127.

61 Wm lhrop'j /outnl1/1 :75-76.

a wound in his arm. The hired assassin the n cl aimed

that Uncas had cut h is own arm with a lIim and then
had bribed him to say that he had shoe at Uncas at the
request of the Narragansetts. Any plausibiltty that this

ingenious countercharge may have had was destroyed
when M ian to nomo, aiter corning to Boston " u pon
another occasion " in June 16·B , and promising to send
the guilty pequod to Uncas, "teanng that his owne

treachery would be d iscovered stopped the Pequot' s
mouth by cutting otl his head ,' 'f04 After this M ian to

nomo reput edly att empted to kill Uncas by poison
and sorcery .

T he immediate cause of wa r between M oh egans an d
Na rrugansetts was a dis tu rbance be tween Uncas and
Sequassun, sachem 01one of the ri ver tribes of the

Connec ticut valle y and all y of Narrug.mscns, wh u ha d
been adversely affected by U ncas' rise to p rom in en ce in
the ar ea . In lulv 1643 Sequasson assaul ted U ncas an d a
con flict follo wed in which seven or eigh t of Sequasson's
me n were kill ed . M ia nt on omo wrot e to Co nnccncur in
complaint and was tol d that the Eng lish had no h and in

the atf air . Miantono mo then asked M assach userrs
" if we wou ld not be offended , if we made ....·a r upon
Onkus.jwinrhrop] answercd. if Onkus had done him

or his friends ....·rong and .....ould not RI\'e sausfacnorr,
we should leave him to take hi s own course' o6.>

Confident of English neutrality , Miamonomo attacked
Uncas 10 August 16·B . Severely outnumbered . Uncav
u ttered the classic expedient 01single combat with his
nval . Mramonomo refused

T he en suing baule .....em. as W in th rop described It ,

" con trary to expecta l ion ."M T he Nar ragansetts were
rou ted an d Mi ant onomo, wciglucd down with heavy

armour len t by Samuel Corron 's pa rty, was quickly
captured. U ncus was precluded /rom executing
M iantonom o immed iately, bv a disp atch he received
irom Samuel Go rton wh o, havi ng hear d of M ianw 

nome's captu re, comma nded that "rhey pUI h im not
to de ath, but usc hi m kind ly an d returne hfrn ."67

Su ppusing the message to have come lro m an
authoruanve ..ource in M ass.lchu ,>e tts , Uncas brought

,\1 ia nttm omo m Hartford ..... her e he sou,::h t advice of

62 Wrnlhrop's lournll /2 .77.
63 Wmthrop's loutllaI 2:76.
64 Winthrop, Declllrl1l1on.!-.l .
65 Wrllfhrop 's IOUtllll/21.U.
66 Winthrop. Dec/llra/ lOn.!·,1
67 Edward Winslow , 7.'1 ; a pflr>sihle addmonal reason for

Uncas' delay was to allo w ransom money to come III

h om Narragansett s.
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the magistrates concerning the disposal of his prisoner.
The latter recommended he abide by the judgment of
the commissioners of the united colonies, then mccung
at Boston while Un cas solicited their decision,
Mramonomo was kept under guard in Hanford.w

The meeting to which Uncasappealed was in itself of

considerable si,li;nilkance. The confederation of the
New England colonies had been established in May of
the ..arne year aod its September gathering was the first
01annual meetings of commissioners from the " u ni ted

colonies" of Massachusells, Connecticut , Plymouth,
and New Haven b9 This movement toward political
unification represented also emergence of united
En,li;li ..h policy toward Indians Reasons for union as

oudined in the amcles of confederation emphasize
need tor mutual protection against possible Indian
arrack .10 More specificallv. William Bradford, governor
of Plymouth, gives danger hom Narraganserrs as the
main stimulus to federation 71

The road to union was not an easy one. Its suggestion
first came from Connecucur in 1637, when survival of
the colony WJ,S threatened by Pequods . but federation
was delayed six years h~· disagreements (mainly

between Massachusetts and Connecticut} over m ilitary
policy, separate alliances with Indians, and border
issues, coupled with Connecucur's fea r that Massa
chusens would usc federation to politically dom in ate
numerically in terim colonies." With unity of policy
now secured. however. the English co uld play the role

of suzerain with more efficiency. To decide the case of
Mianwnomo was the commissioners' first official duty.
They concluded that he had in fact conspired to destroy
the English , and thercby lifted thc case fro m arbitration

of an intertrrhal dispute into the question of Englis h
sceu rity.

As far as the Mohegan-Narragansett W ar wa s
conce rned, the commissioners found M ian tonomo th e
aggressor and guilty of breaki ng the tr ipart ite agreement
of September l6J~ by attacking M ohegan s wi th out

consent of the En,::lish .7J T he commissioners therefore

68 Above AeCOUIll , up I" Mlarllonnmo's capture, is hased
pnmarrlv on followln l:; Ed.....ard winslow . 70-74
degoresr . 11(4·192 \Vml h rup'., /uu rn<1/ 1 1.\1·1.,"
Brad/ord , .l Klk l l!9 Bcmanun Trumbull, HI-,t orr 01
Conn ectrcut IHartl" rd, 1197} I 117·I .n . ,\\;lIher, :.6-51.
Huhhard,41 -4.\

69 Rhode Istma was excluded hom these mecltn,,~

10 "Acts of the Ccmrrusstoner- 01 the Unued Colonies oi
New England," DAVid Pulsifer and ~athanid B, Shurr-

decided that " U ncas cannot be safe wh ile Miantonomo

lives" and that "he may [ustly put such a false and
bloodthirsty enemy to death ," adding - with possibly
misplaced delicacy - "in his owne lurisdiction, not in
the English plantations, And adviscing that io the

manner of his death all mercy and moderation be
she....'ed, com rat)' to the practice of the Indians who
exercise tortures and cruelty." For his pa ins Uncas was
promised future protection from any possible reprisals
hy Nanagenseus, as befitted " a frend to the English.v"

Winthrop recorded that the commissioners, of whom
he was presrdcm, were at first reluctant to authorize

execution , bur were resolved in their eventual decision
hy the advice of "five of the most judicial elders.""

An additional inducement clearly was that Uncas
would act literally a.-. hatchet man for the English .....ho
could thu-, in the manner of the suzerain, remain aloof
trom she J.tfdlr while dictatin,li; its outcome.

Uncas readrly undertook the pleasant task allotted
him Somewhere between Hartford and Windsor, he

"clave [Mianmnomc's] head with an hatchet, some
English being present " '6 A lew versions of the
ex ecution relate that Uneas cut out a large piece of
....ttaeronorno's shoulder and devoured it saying

" It was the s....-ccrcsr meat he ever ate, it ma de his heart
SHonJ:: "n The story is probably apocryphal."

Circumvranccs vurroundmg the death of M ian to nomo
reveal in «pcranon one of the suggested tenets of

Engli"h policy toward Ind ians - necessity o f ma in
taining En/dish security. Miarucnomo's death was in
part J result 01 h is threat to it as proceedings of the
comrmcsioncrs and officia l defense of their policy

indicate . Some modern historians have suggested that
the desire to prese rve sufctv was pursued in a more
active way , hy a coherent strutcgv of divide and ru lc.?"
Clearly this principle wa s appli ed when the Engli sh

wen' successfully ancmpnng to isol ate Pequods,
specifically by persuading NarraJ::ansetts again st
alliance with that formidable tribe . In rhisansrance
however English were coping pragma tically to over-

leff , eds., Il,'con! ' 0 1 tru- r.nlollY 0/ ,".'i'W r /\"/IJOl1lh
(Rosto n, IK'iS·11lti1l9 .t .

71 Budford .Jill.

71 Cnncrsm 01 puruuve rard by J\\.1ssachusells prior 10

mAIO war A.R;<IlOst Pequods [Btadfmd, Sl is made in
Gardiner, 9. Main documents ior dispute between
Connecncur and Ma\>s.:Jchu!>eHs In Wlflthwp·s loumal
I :231,187-191, and Wmrhrop PapcH 4:.'i.l-.'H . 74, 75-84
Latter f;unSISIS mainly 01 exchanges between Winthrop
and Thomas Houker There were Also urly differences



119 .Sl lA r-iTONO Ml)'S IJUTH

Fe/,x 0. C D<l1/q rnl<'prt'flm: .\ lldnIrJnom"·$ d(tHh
mute th<lll two hUIlJrt·J veers lala, ,how, ",me EnglISh
NlIlg prl;'.\rnl.

' ,urn H" 'O.... 01 ,h e In d l ~n . ,,1 C"nlt",,';un '" I"hn W Dr f "c ,
, H~rrlorll 11631

•

tome a potentially disastrous situation, and thei r

ncuons canuru ncccssnrilv he assumed to h'IVC been
1',11101 a broad er . conscinuslv pursued policy .

tnvolvcmcnr In the ,\ \ohcga n· N J TT J RJ nSCft war
prC'l'm s a ditfe rent (ase One vtr w rm phe ... that the

over Indian policy between Plymouth .1I1d Massachu
setrs - W in tll''' I'',' lou fllal I :1 1,1·1 1~ For lull modern
discussion ot form.anon oi umred culomcs - Harry M,
Ward. Un/I t'd C(>lolllr , o f .,,"'rw Enx,l<1llrl , IMJ-ltl90
[New York . IW,II 11 ·J.~'_

7J Mianronomo h.ld earlicr been gtven freedom nf action
bv Massachusetts. Ward, 11-:-19

74 Plymouth Cn loll Y RelOrd\ 9 :10-12 .

7'. Winlh1flr ' ~ /o urnal 2 I.U

English were attempting to plav tlll' roll' til peace
keeper between tribes"u Eviden ce 01 two (ontempo
IMy witnesses strtl ll.d y ,u~eSIS however rhut Pu ritan

.n nhonucs acuvclv ' ou,I!;ht 10 keep NJrral¢!nscns
and ;\ \ohe ,l!;J m bo-ul e to one anorhcr - <pectficallv by

76 Wmlhrnl" , I"urndl .! I .~ . Mather. 'i7

77 For example Trumbull 1 U'i

711 Drake, 1111Ihm, of Norrh America, 12',1· un, for onains
0/ story.

N Ward, 119. HraJll'Y Chapm , Ellrly AIfWn(IJ [New York,
1%1:1149 DuuR!a, L Leach , Nonh ern Co/lmiaJ Frontirr .
INJ7-17t~, i:"J l'w YOlk, 19(,(,\:;4

so vaughan . IS';
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authorizin g the execution of M ian tonomo -
tn prevent them irom joining in a union which would
th reat en Engl ish supremacy.

William Harr is, member of a Rh ode Island grou p

....h ich during the pe riod of the dispute was all ied to

Massach useus," stated tha i ii Uncas had not bee n
allowed to execute Mtantcnomo an alliance between
the tWO sachem.. would most likely have ensued."

Edward Wmslow, one 01 the commissione rs who
condemned M iantonumo, expanded th is theme by
clarmmg that a prospective marriage alliance might
have unued feuding rnbes m the detriment of the

EnKlish , His statement indicates that divide and rule
had indeed become a reality of Ind ian policy:

And if any think wee doe nudlessly engage in the
troubles m-twcene the Indians I J . Let them know if wee
,~ hould nor here and rher l! keepe corre.s pondency with
some of them , they would scone ioyne all IOgelher
againstlU. 2. Th e quarrel berweene Unccs and
Nan ohiggamer. arose upon his cleaving to us : For the
great sachem Myantm/mo would have married Uncas
daughter. and smce Pe.s.~achu ,~ rhm succeeded bim
would have manyed WoosamequinsM daugh ter, and
all in policy to take them off from us . so that indeed
wee are necessitated to it.8oI

Ho.....ever one interp rets English policy in pre serving
sec u rity fro m Indian tribes, it is in itself insu fficien t
exp lan ation of tota l English poli cy to ward In dians.
The excessively svmparhcnc treatment which Uncas
received , for example, ca n not be al together explained
in terms of di vide an d rule. He represented more than
merely the arbitra rily chosen repr esentative of English
in fluence among Ind ian tribes , Roger Williams fre

quently expressed su rprise that schem ing Uncas should
ha ve heen successful ca nd ida te for Engli sh favors
"our friends at Co nnect icu t are marvellously deluded
by the Mohegans." he wrote to Winthrop;85 but it is
clear that th e all iance between Conn ect icut colony and

81 See helow,l8
82 A Rhodt' Islander ReJ'Ofh on Kln~ Philip '~ War :

Thl' S"cond Wil/iam HdrrJ ' Leifer of Augus !. 1676.
transcnbed and ed. DouJdas E. Leach (Providence, 19631
55·57, wntum Hallls, because of tem pora ry association
wrth Massach usetts, IS an inlerestin~ excepnon to the
general rule that Rhude Island commentators ....ere
biased toward Mlantonnmo Hams describes Mianto
nomo as "an extremely aspi nng, UD! USt, crud man ."
H.uris ' athlialions. of course. make his test imo ny
concemmg Muntonom o's execut ion more revealing.

8.3 A sachem alhed to Plymouth colony
84 Edwal d Winslow . 86.
85 Will iams 698.

Uncas was one of mutual sel f-inte rest, n ot m oral
compatibility .

Co n necticut colo n ists were anxious during early
years of settlement 10 find legtnmate ti tle to lan ds they
occ upied . Unnl n ob tai ne d Its ch aner in 1662, th e
colony had no legal recogn ition from Engla nd . Indeed

co lonists violated an earlie r land grant cla im ed to have
been m ade by the counci l o f Ne w Eng land to the Earl
of War wick in 16.:\2, wh o ceded la nds th us granted to
a group kno w n as " lords an d gentiemen "116

First settlers 10 Connecticut scrupulous ly purch ased
lands from loca l sachems Ic ften several ti mes ove r] to
give some legal justification to their e r uerpnse.

Han ford was pu rchased from Sequasson and othe r
neighboring chids.s' W indsor wa s sold by one
Nasseco.....en who was "so taken in love with th e

coming of the English [that] for some small matte r,"
h e gave up possession o f his land to them.88 Senlers of
Weth ersfield, it is acknowledged in co lon ial reco rds ,
had purchased thei r land from the local sachem.w

Connecticut settlers felt ho.....ever th at, in the sh ifti ng
.....orld of tr ibal politics. more po werful authority was

needed than that which m mor sachems afforded. It .....as
10 the nsing sta r of U ncas who, loll o ..... ing the Pequod
.....ar .....as estdblishin,l!; hegemon y over local sachems,

that settle rs tu rned. In 16] 9 the court of Co n necticu t
wa s considering a " T reaty with Uncss co nce rn ing the
land I I by him and othe r Indians be twee n Hartford
and W[ indsor l , '~ and in 1M{) a declar ation wa s made
by U nc as in wh ich h e ceded "Unto the governor and
m agist rates of rhe English u po n Co nnectic ut River , all

th e land rhat doth bel on g, or ought 01right to be long
to me ," reserving for him self unl y th ose lands .....hich
he him self wa s uriliaing."!

Suspicion that th e English erecte d Uncas following
th e Pcquod war, that they might have a po .....erful
sachem to protect and legitimize their land claims, was

made in a mem orial prompted by the con troversy over

fl6 Lejtalilk s of Ihis complex grant b.a ...e neve r been
sati~laclO rily un ra...elle d. Fenwick was the only one of
the "lords and gentlemen " who look up residence in
Connecticut, leavi ng in 16411, after pro mising to get all
the land in the Warw ick deed tu ns/erred to the colony
He neve r did so. however , and the situation remained
III lim bo until after Connecnc ur obtained its cha rter.
Charles M, And rews, Col omal Period of American
Hi.\lOryiNew Haven, 19:\612 :7.\·12..\.

87 deforest, 83. J Hammond Trumbull, ed., ."'cmorlal
HUlo ry 01 Harrlord Co unry [Boston, 1886) 1.13-14,
121-222.

88 deforest. 83. quoung h om "Windsor Records "
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the righ t o f Uncas' son, O wa neco, to di st ribu te land to

English favorites:
We reply thal sd Uncas was not chief sache m and

plOprielOr etc And being subordinate to th e grand
Pequod Sachem had no powe r to receive or permit th e
English peaceably etc. The truth and matter of fact is

thus - Some yeats alter the English plantingsd Colony
the grand sachem of the Pequods warred upon them
Unccs then and at ve disgust of the sd Sache m put
tumseli wi th some that followed hi m in the service of
the £n"Ii.~h against the Pequods T he Pequ ods and all
their adherents and suhrects whereof all die Moheags
were a pelrt were Conquered many ki lled m ost dispersed
part of thos tha i remained was put under the manage
ment of sd Uncas who for his assiswnce was, . ma de a
.. Sachem "and sd Uncas neither then nor any
time smce did ever claim the Lands the English fits!

Settd upon in sd Colony of Connecticu t Yet sometime
after the Pequod war and yet he was thuss advanced he
pretended 10 the Propriety of . . . Mohegin wh ich was
under the government . . .ot the sd pequod Sachim and
some other rerrilOries Bur upon some motion made he
surrendered up all ro the Covernr elnd Company of
Connecticut in the year 1640 reserving only the land
acrually improved which wcs a parr of MohegcJn Vicl :

the Government saw it valuable and Convenien t
ro , . treat the .~d Uncas ,1,<; a Sachem who had been
serviceable to ui em . . . .'11

Sen stu vitic s of Connecticu t government to accusation
of ch icanery in early dealings wnh Indi ans su rvived

in to rhe late eigh teenth century: a book wh ich cri tic ize d
methods of land acqursuion in the colonvw ....·as
officially ordered to be burnt when first published in

1781 Wh atever the absolu te truth beh ind U nc as' rise
to prominence, it is clear that it was aided if not
implem ented by Co n nect icut policy to facilitate terri
tori a l expa nsi on into th e Co n nec ticut vall ey . And with
the establishment of the united colo nies in 1643,

89 J. Hammond Trumhull , ed . Pul>lic Reco rd., of rh e
Colony of Co nm-cncur [Har tford, 18S0·18YOI 1:5.

90 See abo ve, 28.

91 Reprint ed in def-orest, .195.

~2 Willys Papers M55, Connecticut 1667·1714 [Indian
RcI.atlonsl 474, Annmary Brown Memori.a l, Providence

93 Sarncel Peters. General Hlslory 01 Connccl/cur
INC'w York, 1811116-.\3.

94 Baulc u I 18, .t4·4,'i.

9,'i Wrn fhlOp'S IOUfnd/ 2 :81. There is a predictably scathing
reference 10 the event in Gorton , 19. Wheth er

Connecticut policy in this respec t became general
Engli sh policy .

Sales 01 lan d by Miamonomo, by co ntrast, did not
find hi m favou r w ith colon ial gove rn me nts other than
Rh od e bla nd an d expla in many inconsiste ncies in h is
treatment, which English desi re for security alone docs

nOI fully cover. In 16JH he so ld the lands 01 Prov idence
plantation to R0l:er W ilh arn-, and Aquidneck to
Will iam Coddmgron and othe rs or the Anunomian
facti on earlier ex pelled from Ma..ssch useus."
Mi an tonom o was th us in a sense one of th e foun ders 01
Rhod e Island, colony of hereti cal refugees, which

ort hodox colonies were for long loath to recognise and
Ma ssachusetts in part icular co nnived to overthrow.
The po licy of M assachusett s w as dem onstrated in
Septembe r 1{,.1.1 when a Rhod e Island group l iving in

Pawtu xet, led by William Arnold , pla ced themselves
an d thei r lands und er prorecncn of Ma ssachusens c-.

which eage rly co mplie d with their request , as

Winthrop sta tes, to ~a i n a foothold on Narragansett Bay
and 10 "draw in the rest in those pa rts, either under
ou rsel ves or Plymou th, wh o, now hv cd under no
government, but grew very offensive.'~

Shortly following that, M iantonomo - in adver
te n tly, one supposes - made a fu rther in tr usion in to

in te rcolonial di spu tes wh ich was to prove, lit era lly
perha ps, fa tal. In January 16H he sold Sh awo m et
[no w Warwick) to Sam uel Gorton and hi s followers
wh o had left Paw tu xce after the submission o f the
Arnol d coterie. Co ncn - arch here tic o f his ti me and
pe rsistent crit ic o i M assacb uscn s policy - had bee n
hounded from M assachu se tt s, Plymouth, an d eve n

Rh od e Island serrlernents of Portsmouth and Prov i
dence. Hi s recepti on by Miant onomo m eant tha t he

ha d temporarily withdr awn irom th e jurisd iction of
Massachusetts recently establish ed in Paweuxet. As lat e

as 1M2 Massachuset ts had been prepared 10 accept
Mian tonomo as a nominal ally but afte r January 1{,.1.,'l

Wmthrop's reference is specificnllv to Gurtonists or 10
Rhode Island hereti cs in gene ral is difficult to ascerta in.
Ma ssac h usens also con ducted .I campaign In Enl':land
10 ove nhro ..... Rhode Island, In 1641 Hugh Peters and
T homas Weide, sent to Engla nd 10 secure M;a ss.a chu~1I5

connol 01 the colony, were .arralenrly successful when
they obramed the "Narragansett Patent" which granted
lands of Naru l':ansen Bay Ii.e., Rhode Island Colony)
10 Masr.,a chu~us . but in 1M.! W.I1iams- who had
gon e 10 Engl and in 1643 - nb tamed ;a charter for
Rhode Islan d whi ch consnrured us settlements as :1

curporare enu ry and helped III ~u.arantee their survival.
Richman, 165·184. Dla Winslow, 176-188.

-
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they turned a~dimt him, and rumors o f h is conspiracy
became more acceptable . although there was no furth er

evidence 10 sub-aannarc them pri or to the wholehearte d
acquiescence of Massachusetts in his execution . In a
letter 10 j\\a!o~ a c h use tt s. Randa ll Hol den . member of

Conon 's pa rty , cla imed that " Benedick [Arnold] h ath
reported tha t Miantonnmi , one oi the Sachims. of
whom we bought [Shawomct] should luse his head for
seiling his ri~ht thereof to us '''Jill

Mranronomo became mcxmcahlv involved in the
Gorton atfalr when In lunc I~ l the local sachems of
Shawomet, Pumham and Sacononoco, we re received bv
;\ 1assach usl·lIs under 1I~ guvemancc. Pumham, one of

the cn-srgners of the Shaworner deed, claimed he had
been coerced mro scllin~ by ,\1iantonomo. It is hkelv
that the sachems saw .\ l assach useu s as a more desirable
overlord than ,\1iantonomo, hut it is clear also that
,\ \assach use tb acuvelv encouraged their submission
in order to tunher extend us authority on N arraganse tt
Bay. At a meeting oi the general court in ,\1;.1y I(HJ,

represcntanves had been senr 10 the Gorton faction
" to unde rstand how thm!!:s [were]" an d a committee
was appointed 10 treat w ith Pumham an d Sacononoco
about their submission 91

Pnor 10 the "accep tance " of th e two sache ms,
xtran ron om o was summoned to Boston where accord
in .'; 10 Win throp, " bein g demanded In open co u rt .
whet he r he had any In rere« In the tw o sachems he

co u ld prov e none ,"YIl although Roger W illiam s, best
q ua lified iu d..:e oj intertribal a tfai rs in the N arragansett
area. was later to rcsnfv . with specific referen ce to

Shawome r, " that the in ter io r sac he ms and sub jects

shall plant an d remove at the pl easu re of the highest
and supreme Saehems" w

Mian tonorno. one assum es. wa s left bewildered by
hi s unwimng involvemen t in culoniul politics
[espcci allv in th e absence of hi s "cou nsello r" Roger
Williamsl but. as winslow co nfirms, it was his alliance

96 Quon-d m Edward \"'111,10""- , JO
~7 Nathaniel B Shurtldl , eu , Re~'orJ, of the C,.overnm

Jlnd Company 0' ,\ I ,J ,) " d lll'l' !! ' lIay In lI.'ew Enll,land
IB05lOn, 1115.1. <'4 l LV, \\'mfhlOp'" Journal ]. 1!.-l·I U>

911 W mlhwp·., loutnJl I ! Il.J This visil of Miantonomn 10

BO'>lOn . his tnt . was h~htly discarded hy Winthrop as
bein ll: "upon another occasion" m te rms 01 even ts
ludLnI: 10 :\lIanwnomo's death [see above. 18\.
WmlhlOr ....as l;aUI IOUs 001 to relate ~lIantonomo' s

es ecuuon 10 hIS land vales. ~1erc iiully for later
hlsruflans OIhel l;ontemrllTalleS ....ere 001 \00 disu eet

~ Willums 6 JaklOl
100 Edward Wm§l" .... . 7-1
101 Several mode rn htstorl:lns recoll:ni~e Ihat Miant onomo's

with Corron that panlv conmbu ecd to his fall from
grace vo far as the English [oth er th an th ose of Rh od e
lelan d ] ....crv concerned .U~I W hen M ia ntonomo's fa te
was placed in En~li !o h hands, they were cle arly preiu 

diced a..:ainst him in a wav which the officia l record of
proceedings docs not overtly m dicare.w'

,\ 1Ian lOnom o' s death cl imaxed incipicnt tren ds in
the evolunon III Engl ish policy to .....ard Ind ians , but it
did nor resolve any problems Narraganscns wer e not
chastened by the loss of their chief but merely

confirmed in hostility to Mohegans and in recenrmem
to the English. They were pamcularlv aggneved
because rhcv claimed to have paid wampum to Uncas
lor Miantonomo's ransom . Their aggression prompted

mobilization of an En~li~h army in 1(":5. for wh ich
expense the English demanded Nanegansen s should
compen-ate Puritan insistence that this be paid in iuB
furrher embinc red relations. Narr aganscrts resu med
then alhance with Gorton . anc r the latt e r had been
imprisoned for a year in Massachuset ts , a t Gorton's
invnganon they also placed themselves under junsd lc
lion of the Enghsh ho me govemmenr 'w - a ges tu re

which me rely provoked the wrath o f Massachusett s
Climacnc fina le 01 Narragansett alienation from

Puritan aurhonrv was the ir part ici pation in King
Philip's War III 1075·6, whic h left the tribe decim ated
an d nolonger a forc e in Indian -English rel a tio ns. lOa

As tor U ncac. he prospere d in the protection and
support 01 hIS Englis h mends and con ti nued a career 01
exto rtion and pcnv cnmc whic h dr ew only moderate
condemnation from his Puritan assoc iarcs.'?' He
stanJs dS nne of the first and most success ful real-estate
agents on the N orth Am eri can front ier.

mvulvemcm with Conon was a major cause of English
reacuon J,l:ainsl him, Ken neth W Potter , "Samuel
C or ron. New Engla nd Frrcbrand," New Enl/.land
(}ll,maly 7 (19.'1-1 1 JU Samuel Bruckuruer . Ir rep ressIbl e
DemOC1<l1. RO)l.Cf \\'rIlialll.~ [New York. 1 9,~0! 1S4,
Ward . 1l0·1l 1. Rhode Island hrsronans almost invan
aMy sha re this View By connasr the most modem
work el(c1u~ ivel~' on Ind tan-whne relanons in New
England avoids discussion of ,'hJnlonomo's allian ce
wuh Gurtun as .. laclorle;ldlOl/. to his death. v aughan
IS rcluelant.l:en",ral1~· , to assccrate the developmenl of
Indian rolle)' with land aequislflon and IOtercolonial
rnllucs. ","eepl 10 ;lr,l:UC (wrongly) lh;lt Massachusett s
on Ihe whole /<1vofl'd den'lopment 01 Rhode Island as
a "butfer" colon \' a,l:amSI Ihe Ind ians Vaughan . 158
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T,~n ,("tJr """ /,,,m R~...,rJ. "I 'h C"I"nv "t Rh"J~ 1, IJnJ
~d lohn flu, ... 11 flar,',,, . v I (Prov,den,·" IR\/'J

Know all mOl tu.nL . .\h'dlllu/lOrny, elude Sachem
uf rllt' ,'\'<lIlh"Y,i<:,m'ctl.htH'c ,ould vn to the penon.,

heulC named, one par,e/l or lands with a// the right.\. and 
Ilnn/t'Xi" tllI:reoff w/lt/ho,'vet. Iyinge uppon the west
svde 0/ lh'll pari of the -ea ctllled Sowhome. Bay,
i nnn CO/la\'unulUxt'lf, over ugtlin"t a lude tland in the
,aya B<lY, berng rht' ,'\iorth bound... , <lnJ the o utmost

porm or thaI ncck or land t'allcd Showhomcl l; bcinge
the .'ioulh Pounth firom Ihe sea shoort' of each oounallry

uppon a _,rr<llghl Iyne westward twen u c m ites. J say
1 h<1\'c uuiv .\ouid lhu rane/l or lande above sayde, the
pwpo,wm whtreot /, at-coramg to the mapp under
wnncn or drawne. bcmJi: the forme of 11 vnto Randall
HouIden,/ohn Gtccne.tonn Wickes, /tr an cis Wes ton ,
Samnett Gorton, RIchard Wale rm an, /ohn Warn er,
R,churd Carder, Sampson Shonen, Rubert Porter,
w,I1Jam W uddal/, fiot one hundreth and fUIIIe foure
Hathorn 01 wampumpeage. 1say 1 have sould u, and

posse~/On 0/ II grven unto the m en above .~ayed. with
the ii sce and ;uynr ccnsenr of th e present inhabitan ts,
being nanves. d ' i t appeare.~ by meir hands hereunto
annex ed

Doted ~ twelf lh day oi lan nary, J642. Beinge

enacted vp pon rhe above sayed parsell of land in th e
oresence off

Sachem of Sha wometl ,

"- -
-,

DHO O f WA RWJ U , lUl,.;O RTllN A:"D HiS FO l l OW ERS

MYANTONOMY

TOTANOMAN
MARKE
fohn G reene, hm 'r

Purn Homm

[atui hi.~ rnarke

102 Massachusetts Archives, 30, Letter 2, M ay 24, 1644 ,
In~ The turbulent rela uonsfup betwee n English and

Narraganselts In y('.HS followmg ,\ \ Iantonomo' s dea th
is documented In P/plloulh C% n)' Record . 917-18,
28-29.32-43. 56-6S, " ' -74 85-89, 106- 101, 11"' 111· 118.
168·169 W iOlhrnp''\ louma/ 2 168-169, 111, 116,204,
2S4, 212 Wlnr h rop Papa, ,J 418-420,421-428, S06-:;Q8,
,J.\I -H~ Huhbard,42_B

104 The record of Uncas" frequem misdemeanors is given
to C% nw l Ru ord\ of Con nedJr::ut 2 :511, 593-594.
Plymout h Colon}' Rl'cmd, 9 91·lill. Wmth rop POptH
5.82, 281. "T ru m bull Papers." M .H.S. Colk 5th ser .
[Boston, JlBSl 9 5 -1 Willys Papcrs MSS, Connecticut
1661 ·1114 [Indi an Rdatlonsl4S4
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POr!rllll 01 WillIam Elltl)' b)' Samurl BtU W,:lIJ,V! atter
Trumbull.
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William Elle ry :
Making of a Rhode Island Politician

As the bicentenni al of the American Revo lu tion
approaches more and more will be he ar d of Washington ,

Jefferson, Adams, and other grea t leaders of the pe riod.
Yet behind them were countless more who faithfully
served in the ran ks and whO$(' courage, dedication, and
determination made victory possible.

One such man was William Ellery of Rhode Island.
who ior more than forty years !;CTVed his COUntry as
congressman, judge, loan officer. and collector o f
customs Before emerging on the na tio nal sce ne ,
however, Ellery had to serve his apprenticesh ip and
earn his place ;b Rhode Island politician .

H is grand father Ben jami n Ellery h ad the u ne nviab le
bi nh righ t of second son of a seventeenth-century
farme r in Gloucester, M assach uset ts . Not un til th e next
cen tury would that Cape Ann community sen d her

slee k sch ooners d l tln~ the Grand Ba nks to return wi th
scuppers nearly awash and holds crammed with cod
and haddock.' Seventcenrh -cenmrv Glouces te r was a
farming communi ty in .10 area wh ere land was
n iggardly and yielded little . So whe n Ben jamin reach ed
matur ity he decided to leave and strike out on hi s own."

After traveling to Bristol. Rhode Island, Benjamin
serrled permanently in Ne wpo rt about 170].3 Ambi

tious, lnt clhgcm . and alert to hi s oppo rtu nit ies he rose

•Asststn m Professor of IIrstury ill Nor theastern University,
Bosto n, M 1. Fowler has recently compl eted a bi ograph y
of William Ellery; its lim chapter follows.

lames R. Pringle . Hr'lory of .. Gll!uu~~rer (Gloucester,
1891 1Jl·.lj,

2 Benjamin was apparently the only son who left. Other
child ren remained In G]ouct·ster where their descendan ts
Jive today , VII.:!I RI'(01d s vI G/uu(our . 10 ... 1849
[Salem. 1917-24 1 1 2J4 ·.15 Susan B, Franklin. "william
Ellery, Sll:ner 01 rh... Declarauo n ot Independence."
Rhode Isl and H hlory 12 ..1 [October 19.',.1)110.

3 Franklin , 110.
.1 Franklin. II I Iohn Russel] Bartlet t. ed . Rewrd.•of the

Colony o f Rhode tstand li nd Proy ,deo(C PlaOlotions m
New Englond [Providence, 1856-6."1 5: 19 Benjamin's
business career can he lollo...-ed in his Daybook , Newport
HISWrJu l Socrew

by William M . Powler.lr:'

rapidly in Ne....po rt society, becoming a successfu l
mercha nt , judge. and assista nt of the coloav.s

Followi ng in his father 's Ioo tsreps , Ben jamin's son
Will iam like wise became a me rchant and successfu l
polit ician.s He W ;l S the fint Ellery 10 att end college,
grad uating from Harvard in the class of 1721.6 After
graduation he retu rned to Ne wport an d entered the

usual me rcantile pursuits including slaving? With
his marriage to Elizabeth Almy , daughter of prominent
Newporter Colonel Job Almy , he furt he r sec ured hi s
own position within the community so that by th e
time thei r son Will iam was born in 1727, Elle rys wer e
amon g the firM families of Ne ....port .~

The Newport in which young William grew up wa s a
un iq ue com mu n ity called by some " The Para dise of
Ne ....· England."? George Berke ley , fam ous English

phi loso pher and Ne w port \'i5110r, described its inhabl
tar ns as a " m ixed kind" ....ho despite many religious
di fferences. rarely qua rreled an d sho wed a remarkable
deg ree of tolerat ion toward one anothe r.w In this
cosmopolitan u rbane set ting Willi am senior took
ch arge of his so n's carl y education and shared with him
th ose values which he had learned to hold dear : liberal

rheology, lme ot learning. an d a me rch ant's a tt itude
to wa rd polirlcs.t ! A~ a memhe r of th e Co ng regationa l

:; Chtfurd K Shrpton. cd., Sihlry',\ Harvard Graduores
[Boston, 194 51 7 ,67 .

6 Srhley 767 ,

7 William Ellery Accou nt Rook, Newport Historica l Society.
II SIMey 7 67 . Clinton Rossrter, Flnr American Revolution

(New York, 19S31 I~I , includes Ellery family among
R 1 anstocracv that "re igned and slaved."

9 "Newport Hrsronc al and 50(:1.11." HlIrpcr ',1 New M Onthly
9 (1t1,>JI 21'1<}·3 17. Wilh am B. Weeden, "lde.al Newport in
the Illlh Century," Proc:eeJmt!.~ Amrncon AntlquiJlion
Soclel y 18 U9061 106 · 117 , Weeden. f<l1/y Rhode Isldnd
INe...' York, 19101270-71.

10 George Berkeley to Thomas Pnor, ArrJl2J. 1779 - A. A
Luce Jnd T E. k~sllr, eJ (" Works 01G COIt!.C Herkeley.
BI ~hup 01Cloync (London, l%tl I 196 This toleration
drd not connnue th rolll;h the younger Ellery's lifetime.
See below, 10.

II john Sanderson, BIfIK10phy of the S ' plCrI of the
Dcc/owl/on of Ind epcndcn(c l rh i l ~ .. 18651 2(Xj .

•
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Chu rch Wi lliam Ellery con tr ibuted gene rously to its

support. at the same time subscribi ng !U SCtlsonabJe

Th ough" of C harles Chauncey an d collec ted sermons
of liberal Boston drvme Jonathan M ayhe....·.11 U nlike
many other coll ege graduates he did not discontinue

in tel lectual pu rsuus at commence ment nor di d he
confine himself strictly to theology, for he played an
important role in estab lishment of Redwood Libr ary as
well as Rhode-Island College [la te r Brown Unive rsityl .1J
Politically Ellery shared wholeheartedly the vie ws of

his fell ow merchants - un shakeable fai th in sound
money and distaste lor English navigannn laws and
customs rcgulauons.!-

Young W ill iam, futu re "Signer," spe nt his ea rly yea rs

with broth er s Benjam in and Christophe r studying ways
of a Ne wport merchant . Not all his time was spent in
the wo rld of trade, however. for his fa the r took special
care to prepare h im for college." Ami dst polished
N ewport society under h is fath er 's tutelage W illiam

acq uired su fficient aca demic proficiency to be admi tted
to Harvard with his older brother Be n jamin in 17·t3 _16

Ellery 's arrival in Cambridge began one o f the most
pleasant associations of his life. He loved Cambridge
and Har var d. Every year until he was m ore than eighty

ye ars old he returned to visit th e scene of th ese joyful
memcnes.!"

In those days socral position dictated a student's
place wi th in his e1ass and Ellery was ranked fifth in a
cla...s of Ihirt y.a For th e first two years Elle ry
"ch um m ed" with N athani el Dummer of Newb u ry who

[wo rked as a M on itor and a Scho la r of th e Housel. This
un fortun ate ea rly i riend, on an ocea n voyage, w as

swe pt overboard and lesr 19

As a student Ellery had a somewhat undtsunguished

career. H is favorite subjeCh we re Lat in and G reek, bu t
nei the r was pursued to the exclus ion of other less
serious maners.?" On one occasion ,H lea st h e wa s
rep rimand ed for hav ing CUI class , and on an ot her he
was cued for "grving Disturbance 10 certain Persons

12 Ezra Stilts. "Memo of Gra tui ties 01:1 1 7S9·0~ 1. 176J:'
MU'isal.:hll_,et lS Hr.,wrieal Soei ely Proa ed in)!., . 2nd ser., 7
[1891·921 .loU-J4i .~lhlC)· 76ll

U Bartlett 6 -385·91 when William !>COIur dred. yuun/!:
William took hIS place u trustee o f the college and
fought untirinRI)" ttl have It built In Newport David S
Loveiov. Rhode I,land ""UIlC_' and the AI1Il'r1l"1JlJ

RevolutIOn [Pruvrdencc, 19-'iS) 147-S0. Sec below.

14 Barden 4457. CuI Bndenhaugh , Clfle~ in Revolt
lNew York . 195.'>1 M In-inR It Richman, Rh ode h /llnd.
Stu dy In Sepa ra rl'111 (Bos ton. 19O:'i1 71

1C; Sande rson, lOt>

16 "Will iam Ellery" and " Ben jamin Ellt ry"-Quinquenn ial

Harvard HilI/ II' W I1/1I1 I11 f.llay. CI,IH o f 1747 , kn ew H.

fn~'J" n~ f,om c"dor ."d,. 01 '"" " " un l". r.'u.. "" h",,"
DuYck""l ~ndC...." ~ I Du... lIn,l .•· 1 ....'r .. Yor1 I~

met lor a I' riv:Hc Worship At the house of M r. W ill iam
M orse."ll He evi de ntly earned hi s rep uta t ion as an

individua l "ove rtlowing with fun and h umnr,"ll
Dcspue his rep ut .ation and occasional frolics Ellery
remained . as he described himself to his grandson ,
a person fond ui iun, hut " nor a rebel ."l l

During h is co llege years, Ellery met and fell in love

with lovel y Ann Remington, daughte r of em ine n t Judge
Jonath an Remingto n, a descendant of Governors
Bradstreet and Dudlcv .t- Ellery took his meals at the

Rcrmngrons and there met Ann. Her fathe r .....as a stern,
tacitu rn ma n wh o d id not always approve of yo ung
Ellery 's loq uacity an d one tim e reproached him in a
manner the young student ne ver forgot:25

He /Judge Remington} com munly took a seat at tiu:
dining tllble. Eara lillIe and talked Jes_<; , /.Ira} somenmc,

File. Archives Ha rva rd Universi ty . William was fiftee n
and a half ;11 admission , his brother two vears older .

17 E T Channing. "Life oi William Ellery: ' LIbrary 0 '
Am.., ican BlOgr ,lph y INew York , 19(2 ) 9 IJ6 Ch an ning's
e necdutal hlORuphy, not .1Iw.1ys acc u rate. is subsran 
nated on this roint hy numerous letters between Ellery,
his cluld ren, and his grandchildrcn who lived in
Cambridge. Many leners I" Ellery's famuus gra ndson -s
Reverend William Ellery Channing - with whom he
had a parncularlv dose relauonship, are now In Dana
Papers. MHS. and Stedman Papers. RIHS Llhra!)·. For
Ellerv's relanonsfnp WIth his grandson. see Arthur ,",,'
Brown, Alway , Young ;01 Ltbelly [Syracuse, 19_';61 7.

III Sibh'y 1l.10l_
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seemed to be In a stu por: 1shaJl never forget the clwck
he gcve me once, when .mppming he was in that state .
and rncu enuve w what was pa$sing, 1 was letting out a
srrcom of my fluent non sense, he suddenly turned
rowcrds me, dnd with a piercing eye looking at and into
me he said - young man nriddle your tongue, or you
will get the name o f a humorist.

The judge died in autumn 1745 and his fam ily was

forced to break up their home. His daughters Ann and
Mary went to live with their brother-in-law, noted
lawyer (and hypochondriac) Edmund Trowbndgc.>
Ellery roo , much to his delight , was invited to board at
Trowbridge's . Here the young Newporter began seri

ously to court his future wife:H

/AI Trowbridge 's/I co urte d 'h e woman who came to

be my fint wife, and 1have not yet forgotten with what
plea.lUre I have seen the moon beems twinkling
through tIle agitated leaves of the Burton wood trees,
in irregular lines by turns shade and illumine her
blooming conmenance. - 111 this house as there were
no children , and Afr. Trowbridge was frequently absent
auending at COUlIs, the young of both sexes used to

ussembie. and Cupid had a iine opporlUllity to sbcor his
darts which could not fail to pierce som e hearts where
there was so large a covey.

While the hearts of the two lovers in Cambridge
might be pierced wi th Cupid's darts, Ellery's fathe r
wore the armor of a disapproving parent who believed
that his son, at age twenty-three, was too young to
ma rry .28 Ignoring his father's advice Ellery married
Ann on October II, 1750.29 Happily, arriva l of a
granddaughter the following August softened the elder

Ellery's heart and brought his blessing on his son's
mamage.s'

Returning 10 Newport with his bride, Ellery

unenthusiastically established himself as me rchant.
He had l ittl e inclination or desire to be a man of
business but with wife and family to support he could
hardly alford to spend time and money embarking

19 " Nathan iel Dummer, " Quinquennial File.
20 Sanderson, 207.
2[ Faculty Records 1:22R. Archives Harva rd University,
22 Thomas Wentworth f1iAAinson , "William Ellery," MS"

Etling Papers, Historical Society uf Pennsylvania.
2J William Ellery to Richard Henry Dana . Sept. 21 , lRU,

Dana Papers.
24 Henry R. Palmer . " William Ellery," Robert P. Brown,

ed., Rhode Island SI,I<l1er.' of th e DeclimHioll of
Independcl1ce [providence. [9Ll). Sibley 12 lJ4

2:;' William Ellery to Richard Henry Dana, March [0, [RI'.!.
26 J~)Jd. Sibley H:SI19

on a. new prnfcssiou !' Nearly fifty years later Ellery

reminisced with his grandson about "T he Road Not
Taken " :-ll

Jf the year befor e [ gw dllllted 1 had determined upon

Iuw or pIW\i c. e,\peciallr th e /ewer , I am per.IlJQded thm
1 ' /lOldd have led a m ore prn t1 til/J1cand usetul iiic than
[Iwve done ; lin d I had II fine opportunity for either
.q udy , / cOllld iiavc )/udicd the law under fudge
T rowbridge, with whom I ,\om efime boarded. or, If

I had ch osen rile ;; tudy of ph ysic, my fatller would have
plaen/ me with a phy.lidan ; bill no one advised me,
lind / m<lde no dwice, I entered int o .,ma11 commerce
wilhotH II ,\ p i r i l of enterprise or _,ki1J in nade, thaI
would no r do: / had married a wife , and could not
subm it to be an understrapper to II physician.

Little is known abour Ellery's next decade as he plied
his trade with linlc enthusiasm and no great success.
While devoted to wife and fami ly he rarely spent
evenings with them, preferring instead the company 01
other young men of Newport who gathered at a local

tavern . This habit ceased abruptly when he read in his
wife 's diary how pleased she had been when her
husband, quite out of the ordinary, spent an evening
,II home with her and the children.'!

As Ellery's bachelor habits faded under Ann's careful

eye , other signs of domestication began to appear. One
of these was his new hobby gardening. Always eager to

take advantage of any new agricultural discoveries, as
10 outshine his neighbors, Ellery showed keen interest
in new g<Hdening techniques introduced into Newport

" by some European gardeners.">' He applied their
innovations to his efforts and to his delight (wit h some
obvious cxaggerauon] he was able to raise " upon the
same quantity of ground annually . .. ten times as

great a quantity of vegetables , . , as had ever been
raised before."JS

For Ellery gardening provided a much needed diver
sion from business. He enjoyed uther less manual,
more intellectual diversions as well. One of his closest

27 William Ellery to Richard Henry Dana, lulv 19, 1815,
Dana Papers,

28 E. T Channing. US.
29 Ellery Family Bihle. Redwood library, Newport.
.m E. T. Channing, LUI.
31 William Ellery to William Ellery Channing, January

1796, quoted in William Ellery Channing, MemOIr
[Boston . 187411 :8.

32 W. E, Channing, [ :8.
.~.~ E, T. Channing, IJ8·IJ9,
.34 Will iam Ulery to f1 11RIH, quo ted in E.T. Channinl\,I41.
3:;' E.T. Channing, 141
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friends was Ezra Sules. recently amved pastor of
Second Congrega tional C hu rch in Newport and
librarian oi Red wood Library .·'16 While Ellery respected
and admired Stiles he , unlike hili. father, never actually
joined the congrega ncn." This reluctance to join can
perhaps be aunbured to his general d ista ste for
orga nized religion and theological questioos.3Il

Frequent bmcr. acrimonious disputes bet .....een co mpet
ing sects in Newport annoyed h im, pa rtic ula rly on one
occasion when in his presence an Episco pali an min iste r
proclaimed "that the breath of a Dissenter was
intecnous.v'v

Despite their th eo logical differences,Stiles and Ellery
valued each other 's opin ions. The pastor es pecially
estee med Ellery's cnncal eye for grammar and compo
sit ion In spnng 1761 he asked his fnend to read a
manuscript and " no te so me oi the principal improper
ccnvrrucuons.'?" A few days later Ellery replied that il

wou ld be presumptuous of him to correct a manuscript
com ing from such " an exact pen."! ' T hen he went on
to pro vide the good pastor with a th ree-page detailed
cri tique.41

Ellery m igh t have remai ned an obsc u re and in signifi
cant Newport me rch ant had it not been for a series of
even ts in 17M - so me ta ki ng place in his ow n house
ho ld, others three thousand miles away in London.

On T h ursday morning, March IS, 1764, Will iam
Ellery senior di ed ." After a lo ng, pros perous ca reer he
ha d amassed a considerable amount of property.'"
Much of it w as left to his widow but portions were
divided among his tour su rviving child ren : Benjamin ,
Will iam, An n , and Christophe r, .....n h Benjami n and
William acti ng as co -executors of the estate.H This
in h eri tance mean t th at Will iam was no longer totally
dependent u pon his busi ness an d it was perhaps at thi s
juncture that h e serious ly began to consi de r beginning
a new profession.

.Vi Weeden, fut l y Rhnde bla nd, 27K

.\7 Sibley 12.13',. Stiles. "Memo.

.lA This distaste did nor follow hun into tiler life.
Correspondence between Ellery and his KIandson
William Ellery ChanmnJl: deals a.t umes almost
udusively with theoloKical problems. Dana Papers.

.19 Sibley 11 149
40 Snles to William Ellery, April 1761, Ezra Stiles Papers,

Bemecke lihrary, Yale University

4\ William Ellery 10 Stiles, April \761, Ezra Stiles Papers.
42 Ibid.
43 Newpo rt M a cury March \9, 1764 ,
44 William Ellery's will, Newport Histo rical Society.
4S Ibid. Ellery Family Bible. Nl'wpfJI! Mercury April 9, 1764
46 William Ellery to Sules, Sept. ,l, 1764 Ezra Stiles Papers,

Six months alter hi s father passed away , death again
struck at Ellery, bur th is time the shock w as so great
that he never quite recovered . His wife Ann, to whom
he was so devoted , had been ill in Cambridge for some
time.46 Ellery stayed with he r an d watch ed by he r
bedside as her life slowly ebbed away. He did all h e
co uld to co mfort h er. He ardently wish ed tha t h is good
friend Sti les, for .....hom hi s wife felt deepe st affection ,
co uld come and provide some solace in her last hours,
O nly four days before she di ed Ellery wrote to Stilesr' "

She emcvs more Compos ure of Mind than when I
iirst came here ; and I hope as She makes gradual
Approaches to Death , the sublunary Obiects of Affec
n on will recede and disappear, and the glories of the

h~venly W orld open upon her Mind - Sh e grows
\....eaker daily - is done riding and walks but a few
s teps m a Day, and those not without A~sisumce. A jew
Day s wilJ land her I don't doubt upon the blissful sh ore
above - As for my pat! I thank God I bear up under
Ihi s dread/u ll scene with mort' calmne.~s and fortitude
than / should imagin ; and hope I .lh llll be enabled when

that black period ,~hall arrive wlJich will sepnruze Me
from my be.lt Friend. to preserve a pwper decency and
Resign ation

Soon afte r her death Ellery, hea rtbroken, returned to
Ne wport .

By th is time Ne wpo rt, like all other co m mercial
to wns in the colonies , .....as stirring to new politica l
aw areness as a resu lt of recent acts of Parli ament. For
the n rsl time Parliament w as pass ing acts intended to
raise a subsranual reve nue in America ,olll Worse still,
th is time the)' were 10 be enforced The resulting outer)'
hom Ame rican me rchants was predictable, especially
in Rhode Island , whose citizens h ad bee n accustomed
to virtual autonom y in al most all maners.'? In July
1764, before he left for Cambridge, Ellery h ud added his
voice to these protests and signed a petition di rect ed to

·H ,bid,
48 Edward Channing, HiHorv of the Unir ed St.<llts

(New York, 19101 .\ :29. Arlhur M Schleainger, Colo niol
Ml"Ichanu on d the Amencon Revotuncn . 1763-1776
(New York, 1968151

49 lohn R. Alden, HI' wry of the AmerIcan Revo/uuon
(New York, 1%91.U Channing, Hu tory, 41. Edward
Field, ed. Slat" 0/ Rhud e Idand and ProVidence P/<lnto ·
IWOS <II the End (II the Century, A HI.l tory (Boston, 19021
I :115·16. Bern hard Knullenberg, ed., Correspondence of
Governo r Samuel Ward {Providence, 19521 \4

'ill Petiti on to R,J General Assembly, July 1764,
Petitions 11 .1 44, Stare Archives, Providence.

Sl Bartlet t, Hi,ltory of the Desrrucnon of His Brl!!anie
MaresrY'1 sctwoner Glllpee In Narwganserr Bay on th e
IOlh June. 1772 (providence , 186 11 1.19.

1
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the General Assembly calli ng att ent ion to :.'iO
the grievous Exactjon .~ of His Ma iesly's C U.Hom H01L~e

O ffice rs who without any Pretence of Law or Equi ty
have;bur lhe ned cu r T rade with th e most u nreason able
and extravagan t Imposmons:

Custo ms o fficials and naval office rs sen t to enforce

new measures were as welcome as the locusts in Egypt ,
and one Rh od e Island wag was moved to write :sl

"T wc c in rhe reiYJ of George the T hird ,
Our public peace was much distu rbe-d
By ships o f war , tha t cam e and laid
Wi thm our porrs . to stop our trade.

During thi s period of agi ta tio n an d po li tical unrest
Ellery caugh t political fever II was <II disease to which
he h ad evident ly been immune despile hi s father's and
gra ndfat h er 's in volvement in poli tics. In April 1765 he
was ad m u red as freeman of the cot on v.v

In rough and tu m ble po litics o f eigh teen th -cen tury
Rhod e Island . no one co mi ng from.a family as promi
nent as Ellery 's co uld avoid choosing sides between the
IWO political ch iefs , Sam uel Ward and Stephen
Hopkjns.w It wasn 't long before Ellery was approached,

proba bly by Henry Ward, Sam uel's brother, to join the
War d fac tion . M or e than fifty year s later that day was
still viv id in Ellery 's m ind as he described it to his
so n-m- Isw WilliJ.m Sted ma n , '>OOn aft er Stedman's
election to Co ngress :S4

W hen I was a you n,;: man I was invited by a thorough
goi ng parryman 10';:0 a pa rliamenrecring with him into
the Coenuy towns in nu r sla te . - 1 to ld h im that I
do ub ted whether / were possessed of proper qu alifica
tion.' . He asked me whe the r I could kiss a pretty girl :
I aaw.ered yes wi thou t he,~ i ta tion. The second question
was wh ethe r I could dr ink drams. / told him I could
Occ'HJonaIly. - The thi rd Ilnd laSI was all important
can yo u lid At this I ,~ I uck. He then told me that if
I were n OI (eudy illlJ !lold II! atie I .~ h ou ld never be fit

52 "Deputies and Freemen, Newport ." State Archives .
Th e franchise 111 R.I . was extremely liberal and Ellery
could have qualified long before had he chosen.

53 Full drscussmn of poli tical harrles between Ward and
Hopkin~ is .':I \·en 111 Lovejoy ami Mack E. Thompson ,
"Ward-Hopkin s Com roversv and the American Revo
lution ' An Interpretation," W ,ll l<lm and Mary Qua rler/y,
3rJ ~~r . , 1 6 1 1 9 ~Y I ~,\-7~.

54 "William Stedman," Bmpaph ica/ Dnccrcry Am eric,m
Cflngre~~ , 1774·IY49 IW..shmgton, 1950) 1856.
Wllh ..m Ellery 10 William Stedman , Iune 10, 1806,
Ellery-Stedman Papers, RIHS Lihury.

55 Channing. Hl~tor}' , .L'w -6..l Edmund S. Morg.an and
Helen M. Mor.':an , .~ Iamp AC! CriMS: Prolo,i:ue to
Revolution (Char d Hill. 195.\) 1 1 9-~ , Schlesinger,
Prelude 10 Independence Ntw~paper War on Bn ram ,

{or 1I plluyman , - A thorough paced pauyman wil1 li e
like the Ikvll. hUI happily for political or parry lying,
mere i~ no more harm in il than in the lies of Horse
lockies or in tile \'io/a/ion of Cus tom House oc rbs.

Ellery accep ted the in vita tion and became a Ward
stalwart and a " thorough go ing partvman."

In August 1765 Ellery , st ill a political neophyte,
recei ved his baptism nl fire as the crisis ove r the Stamp
Acr rocked Rhode Island and the rest of the colomes.o

Tens ion s w ere high in Newport Between July 17(W

an d July 1765, several incide n ts of vio lence occurred
be tween New pon er s and royal orhcers inclu din g firing
on one royal naval vesse l and burning o t a boat from

anothe r."" In this explosive atmosphere it .....ould take
li ttle 10 ignite th e mob , and on August 27 Ellery , by
now a leadmg New po rt whig, provided the spark th at
kind led the bla ze. O n the morning of August 26 Ellery ,
Samuel Vernon , and Robert C rook, all promin ent
Whi gs, b rough t th ree du m m ies to a galle .....s erected in

front of the court ho use wh ere town meeting was being
conducted 5' There, th ey h u ng th e three effigies :S8

one was £I Dis tributor of Stamp.~, which was
placed III Ihe center. The other two wer e suspected of
counfenancin,;: and aheuinl: the Stamp Ace .

Ellery attached var iou s signs "denoting the Cause of
these indignant Representations " while below he
an d h is associates " walked under and before it in
muffled hig coats flapp ed hats and bludgeons.vw After
s..... in,l!:ing from rhe gall ows for five hours the figures

were cut down, " a Fire was made, and the Effigies
con sum ed amidst the Acclamation of the People. vw
Ellery had co nduc ted the obvio usly well-planned

demonstration in sober, temperate manner pleasing to
the Whig editor of the Mercury who noted that "The
whole was conducted with Moderation and no
Violence offered to the Persons or Property of any
Man ,"~ I Con fident that they had succeeded in demon-

1774 1776 [New York. 1965168 and Coloma! Merchants,
65·8.1.

y, Field , I :216. Knollenherg , 15-17.

57 Richard Mather Bayles, ed., Hi5tOryof Newporl CouDly.
Rhode hland (New York, 1888) 293. Lovejoy, H).; .
Newport Macury . Sepr. 2, 1765,

58 The fact th.. t the drstnburoe, Augustus Johnston, was ~

form er Hcpkms man gave Ellery an addmonal motive 10
hold him up to public nd icule. Loverov, 100. The other
two gentlemen W(Ie Thomu Moff..t," Scotch physic ian
and M~lIIn Howard , a lawyer. Bayles, 293.

59 Newport Mercu l"}' , Sept. 2, 1765. Lo'iejoY, lQ.J.
Bayles, 29.1.

(,() Newport Mercul"}' , Sept. 2, 1765.
6 1 Newport Mercur y, Sept 2,1765.
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st rating their grievances in a manner no me re peti tion
could equal. while striking ter ror into the hearts of
local Tories, Ellery and h is friends returned home

pleased with their work.
The mob, once aroused, was not so easily satiated,

and ne xt day a crowd as unruly as the one which had
destroyed Governor Hutchinson 's home two days
earlier in Boston attacked the home of stamp distributor
Augustus lohnston and those of Thomas Moffat and
Manin Howard, the other two Ellery had hung in
cffiI\Y 61 Ellery, no t yet ready to countenance violence,

was appalled at this action. He first tried to bribe
rlnglcudcr John Wehber to halt th e mob, but when this
failed he and the othe r original leaders seized the

surprised Webber and delivered him to the Bri tish
aboard a man-of-war in the hurbor.w Learning o f this
betrayal, the mob threatened to destroy the homes of
Ellery and the others unless they obtained Webber's

release.
Fearing for their own safety, those who only a short

time before had delivered him up now re tu rn ed and
asked that he be set free M T he Bri t ish obliged;
Webber was released and Ellery returned home having
learned that mobs while "a necessary ingred ient of the

Whig program" were nevertheless unpredictable and
dangerous.s" By summer 1765 neither Ellery nor his
W h iggish frien ds were yet ready to st and in uneq uivo
cable defi ance against the crown,

For Ellery as for many others the Stamp Act crisis
marked the beginning of a fight against Parl iamen tary
encroachment of what they considered 10 be thei r
righ ts as free Englishmen, One organization in

particular which sprang into being during this cr isis

61 Newporl Mercury . Sept. 1. 176". Hutchinson's home
had heen attacked on Augusl16 -lustin Winsor. ed.,
Memorial Hl.\lOry of Bo,ton [Boston, ISSI I 2:526,

63 Lovejoy. 109, S111!ey 11'1.37,

64 Ibid.

65 Schlesinger, Prelude. 11 Iron ically , seven years la ter
when the General Assembly gut around to the damage
claims filed by johnston. Moffat. and Howard, Elle ry
was assigned to the committee to examine their case.
Needless to say their claims were much reduced.
Bart lett . Record$ 7 19fi, 2()J.2OZ, 2111 -19

66 According to John C. Miller, Sam Adam,. 1'ioneer In

Propa~anda (New York. 1936\ 51, Sons of Lihcrty
".. . assumed many differen t names, hut whether they
called the msel ves com minces of correspondence,
committees of safety, or 'true-horn Whigs'. .. [thev were]
th e radi cals who led the colomcs into revolu tion
against th e mo ther country."

and dedicated itsel f to defending these liberties was

the Sons of Libcr tv.r" In Newport. Ellery was a leadi ng
member and on Ap ril 6 , 176(,. he and John Collins,
Robert Crook, and Samuel Fowler, other important
Whigs, we re deeded "a la rge HUlton W ood trec ,"67
Newport's Liberty T ree. Ellery served on the general

committee of Sons of Libert y, and as a gesture in
recognition of his leadership in the fight against the
Stamp Act he was ap pointed treasurer of the committee
to plan a celebration after its repeaJ.!;''1

In the next few years Ellery drew further away from

the world of business as he beca me more deeply
involved in poli tics. In December of the year he
celebrated repeal of the Stamp Act, 17(,6, his name

appears for the firs t time as member of a cnmmiucc of
the General AssemblyM The committee's job was to

edit the laws uf Rhode bland for publication 70 Since
their work was obviously legal, it 's significant that
Ellery, not legally trained, was appointed. This appoint
ment is the firs t indica tion of Ellery's growing desire to

end his career as merchant and begin the practice of
law. At fnrty years of age , when many men begin to

anticipate the joys of retirement, W ill iam Ellery was
preparing to embark on a new careen.

Activity in his professionalllfe was paralleled in his
personal an d in tellectual li fe. Raising six children
amidst a ll his o ther cares had nnr been an easy task,
and on Iune 28, 1767, after living th ree years as a
widower, Ellery married Ahigail Carey of Bristol,
Rhode Island 13 distant cous;n ]." She bore him ten

children."
Neither his growing family nor his widening poli tical

involvement could deter Ellery from his love of learning

67 Hl.l!OflClll M'lgazlIle. 2nd scr., 4 I IH6K) 9 1

6il Philip Davidson, Propdgan,]a and llie AlIlerlcan
Rcvulurion. 1763-1783 (Chapel Hill, 19411 70. On May 24,
1766 Ellery had the pleasure to wnre to the comman der
or the fun in Ne wport harbor:

You are de,lired by the commitra llppoinled to
amducl the Reroicin)/; Ull AeCOUIH ul rile Repeal 0/ t ile
Stamp ACI 10 fire one of tile l,n:<£' Cnnnun of tile FOr! a t
tile hoi,IUn)/; of the Flal:!( at Sun rfse next Tuesday.
Twenty one at 12 o'clock and one 1lf SUllset; anait the
Gennal ABembly jmi~l upon rhe Powder helll)/; replaced
1 will see it replaced.

Will iam Ellery to Captain Carr. May 24, 1766,
Peck MSS., RIHS Library,

69 Joseph I. Smith, CiVIl and Ml1Htlry List of RllOde Island
1647-1800 [Providence, 19001 265. Elle ry never became a
memher of the Assernblv. hut it was nut necessary to be
a member to serve on its committees,



13 I WILLIAM EllillY

and fondness for sctennfic inquiry. When it cam e to

the esrahhshrnenr of a college in Rhode Island,
ho .....ever. Ellery 's love o f learmng took on a political
ca~t . T he cha rte r for such a co llege h ad been granted

in 17M {wh en it was opened in W arr en te mporarily]
but no location ha d been speci fied in the ch arte r.73

T he quest ion of wh ere thc college shou ld be bui lt

became, as most conrrovcrsta l issues in Rhode Island
did , a political battle , with the W ard Iacrion supporting
~e\...port .l~ a choice and the Hopkm sites boosting
Providen ce." Henry and Samuel Ward , with Elle ry,
lought untiringly for Newport but eventually lost and
Providence was chosen_ l~

Dismavcd at Ne .....port ·s loss , Ellerv then conceived
the Idea of Newport establishing its own college.te

Less than three weeks after Pro vide nce 's tr iumph ,
Ellery W, IS enthusiastica lly enlist ing aid of supporters,
He vis ited wi th his friend Stiles and desc ribed to h im
how he envisioned th e cha rter of the new school.

According to Ellery it wou ld be " on the plan of equal
Liberty to Cc ngreganonalrsrs, B.lptists, Episcopalians,
[and I Ouakers."?" But to accomplish this they first
would have to capture contr ol of the Assembly in the

co m ing cleo ion . This th ey iailed to do and nothing
mo re is beard of Elle ry's plan."

ElIeT)'was a part icipant in another important vent ure
in learning, Passage of J corner in la te spring 1769

aroused great in te rest among Ncwportcrs. Ellery and
Stiles carefu lly observed the passage an d noted all
aspens of th e tran~i l. "9 A sho rt time la ter when his old
friend Andrew Ohver wrote hi~ EN IYon Co me ts.
Ellery solicited subsctrpuons for him and ..... as pleased
to report that he had obramed fifty ~uh:>(ribcrs.80

70 Bartlett . R.'( nrds 6' '> 17,

7J Ellen' Famrlv Billie H ,Ur!5tlO Ellen' , PCdl~H'f' IIi Ellery
[Boeron 1&11 1.broadsrde.

71 IbId

73 Bartlett. Rl'<;ord , 6 ~16-9 1

H Love joy. 14!l

75 Reuben Guild , HnwlY o f Brown UnJVer.~IIV

[pr ovidence. 18671 l.I . '

7fi Love joy . I·N .

77 Fran klin It Dexter , Litnmy /)iury of EZT<! Stiles
[New York, 1901) 1 W.

78 LoVClO ~· . 149· 151.

79 01':11.I0:1, I IJ

go Wllh <ll m Ellery to Andrew ali\'",r , 1771 , quoted in
E. T Channing. 137.

Observing comets and soliciting subscriptions were
acrivines secon dary 10 Ellery's gro wing in terest in

polities IT was rhis expanding in te rest that led h im into
fu rther involvement w hen, after repeal of the Stamp
Act, wh atever degree o f ttanq uihrv had retu rned to

Newport wa~ sh attered by th e pass age of eve n more
odio us revenue me asures known co llec ti vely as
"T ownshend Dut ies " MI

As a we apon 10 force repeal of th ese act s, the
colon ists resoned TO econom ic pressu re in th e form of
non-imporranon agreements Soon almost all the
colonies had officially adopted, in some form or
another, agreements 10 boycott Brit ish goods, that is,

,111 except Rhode Island .81 Because of a strong Tory
faction in Newport and a general desire on the pan of
other me rchants to ma ke mo ne y at rhc ex pense of thei r

neighbors. Rhode Island , particu larly Newport. be cam e
,I haven where merchants kne w they could always [and
their ca rgoes with rela tive immuniry.1ll Ellery.
drsgusted at the conduct uj his fellow townsmen . joined
in tf)'ing to organize a non-i mporrano n agreement in
~ewport .~ The agreement , finallv reached on October
m, 1769, was quite limited and was quickly thrust

aside when news of part ia l repeal ot the duties came m
sp ring 1770,~ ' This latter ac tion brought qu ick con 
demn.mnn from the people of Boston and Philadelph ia
..... ho resolved to br eak ()tfcomme rce wit h the perf idi ou s
Ne wportl'T~"" In the meantime Ellery had tri cd to

mairnam the agreeme nt . behe vmg that if they could
hold out only six months longe r Parliament wou ld
remove the rcrnauung tax on tea as well K'

As matters grew more srramed between the colonies
and Great Britain, it was natural that the question of

RI DetaIled drscusston of these acts and the ir effect in
Seblesln,iter, Colon ial .... lachilo ts. 9.~·217

112 Schlesinger. C% orol ,\ le rcha o ts. 1:.6
R~ Lll\'CIIl\', 143, Schlesmger C%mol ,\1nchan t.s. 153. 195.

[)exto:r,l"-l
84 "NO:w l'.~n Non- Imponanon Agreemen t, "hy 2, 1768,"

E. Price Papers, MHS

R5 N.'w/,,, rr Mt'tcury, Nov. 17, 1769, Field . I :221. Duty on
tea W .J S not repealed, wmsor. Narra llVl' and Cri lical
H1Hvf}' of Amer ica IBoslO n, 188716 :52.

fl6 De xt er , 1 5,l

87 Loveiov, lot7. Newport .11.1 re-establish their agreemen t
"but thei r resolution 10 store rather than re-ship the
goods recemlv arr ived inclined the other provin ces to
believe tha t the acuon of Newport W <II S merely <II screen
for clandestine unporrauons." Schlcsl n,iter , Colom al
Merchao t.~ . 215. Dextet , 1,53.
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one's loyalties, Tory or W h ig, shoul d inj ect itse lf into

local poli tics and become an additi onal poi nt of
co n troversy in th at continuing strugg le be tween Ward
and Hopki ns factio ns. To Elle ry must go cr edi t for first

see mg the value o f this issue as a po li t ical weapon .
In the elec tions of 1769 the astute Newporter saw an
op po rtu ni ty to point an accu sing finger at a Ho pkins

man suspecte d of T ory sym pathies. Ellery , chose n as
clerk of the lower house of the Assembly in th e
previous election, had more tha n a passi ng in te res t in

the ou tcome of this election since victory for the
Hopkin s pa ny wou ld mean loss of h is ;ob ."

Ellery 's target was W alt er Chaloner, form er sheriff of
N ew po rt County and a cu rrent cand ida te for that

o tfice. 89 Ellery wrot e to his political chief Sam uel W ard
about the upcoming elecuon.w

Ii our enemies should have a Majority in the Lower
House at the Next EJection the consequences will be
thaI yo ur humble se rvarH wi th your other friends will
be tu rned ou t of office. Wherefore give m e Leave Sir 10

desire yo u for thei r Sake a.~ well as my own to use your

m iluence with our Frien ds in Ihi s Rq.ard. - You are
wdl acquainted perhps no man so well with these
particular diii erem Hum ours, and kn ow wha t string to

rouch. W ha t al,ll:umcnts are be.n adapted to rouse and
cnxcxe them . However perm it m e Sir to in tim ate 10 you
Ihal it may be of servrce to inform some of our Frien ds
tho r the Late High Sheriff for th is county IWalfer
Chalonerl is rhe Rea~on tor whom ou r enemies in thi s
Town are prinCIpally concerned. And that rhey will
strain every ne rve to XcI him into oiiu:e. And that at
the same time to give them his proper Cha racte r. He is
11\ great a BIgot to the Established Ch u rch as eve r
exi\ted. A Red hot Tory and of Consequence an enemy
to Civil an d Rel igio us Liberty - I have heard [h iml
,\p cak o f th i.l Governm ent with the utmos t contem pt
an d al the rime of Ihe Stam p Act he did no t hesitate to

call all America Rrhl'1.~ , Indeed at thar Peri od he was a
profes.led adwJCale for the Arbitrary me asu res of
C rem-ilIe - He hold~ thaI Liberty wi thou t which life

88 Bart lctt , geco rds 6'582.
89 Smi th ,271. Lovejoy , 141.
90 William Elle ry to Samutl War d, Feb. 4, 1769, Ward

Papers , RIH S Lrhr arv.

91 Bartlett , Record~ 6 :582.
92 Bartlett, Record" Ii ,582.
93 Bartlett, Record., 7:5. Lovejoy. 151·15.l
94 ib id.
95 Brown , 3.

Samuel Wa rd, pollticalltader.

/lIH S Ll hrary

would lose it~ rd ish no t wonh contending for aJ had
the Impudence ill a Disp u te with me some time ago
beirne a large Com pany 10 assert thar a snund enslaved
~paniard wa~ a~ happy as an Egnli,\hman 10 the full
emoymenr uf his Boo~ted Liberry. - ThiI i~ the m an
for whose .~ake chiefly the Government m a/1
probabIli ty willm the Spring be thrown tn rc Contusion
and besides thi s, De~pl.\erof our CommonWealrh, and
Enemy 10 ou r Liberties - thi s man who pushes so

vIgorously for an officc In Ih h Go vernment is a half
1't1y O ffice r uf the Crown .

Ellery's tact ic fai led and Ch aloner was elected."
At the same ti me , Ellery, apparentl y by some political
arrangement, was able to keep hi s posit ion as d er k.92

The n ex t year he was re-el ected de spite hLi par ty's

defeat .lIJ In tacr . th e Ward fact ion was defeated so badly

% Baul ett , Records 6 :582 and 7;5. SmIth , 172. First definite
co rrespondence concermng Ellery 'S legal practic e is
dated Oct. 18, 1769 - William Ellery to William
Rodman, Ellery-Chan ni ng Pape rs, RIHS Library. Ellery
closed his books as a merchant on Dec. 11 , 1769
William Ellery Account Book ,

97 Ellery'S legal papers are scanered th mugho ut Ellery
Famil y Paper s, Newport Historical Society , and Ellery
Channing Papers, RIHS Library .

911 ibi d.
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that year that until outbreak of th e Revo lution th e
Hopkins fac tion we nt prac tically unch allen ged.w

In these declin ing ye ars of his party , Ellery was
pr ep aring to make hi s final break with the world of
bus iness and begin his practice of law. Difficulty of
conducting busin ess amidst the non-importation

agreements undoubtedly w a!> another fac to r encourag
ing him to abandon his mercantile pursuits ,\/'; H is
election as clerk of the lower house and cle rk of COUrt
had pr ovided him with prac tica l experie nce so that by
late 1769 he felt qu alified to begin prac uci ng.w

Ellery see ms to have prospere d as a law yer. Th ose
litigious Rhod e Islanders provided him with a constd
erablc numbe r of suits mainly concerning land titles

an d collection 01 debts.?" Among h is clients Ellery
could count several Important Rhode Island figu res
including William Rodman, Abraham and W ill iam
Redw ood, Aaron Lopez, an d of course Samuel Ward."
Not all of his business was co nfined to th ese mund ane
activ ities, for as a " H igh Son of Liberty" hi s reputation
ext ended beyond the co n fines of Rhode Island.

T hanks to hi s increasing reputatio n as an a rdent
Whig in 1771 he .....as called upon to act as defense

counsel in a controversial case involving a group o f
New York City merchants The case began w hen one
David H ills , merch ant from Wrentham, M assachuset ts,
ignored the non- rmpo rranon agreements and landed
some m erchandise at New York .9\! When th e New York
com mittee of inspection, a body of prominent ci tize ns
ap pointed to insure that non-importation ag reements
were adhered to, heard these goods had been landed,

they approached H ills and "urged" him to entrust his
goods to the ca re of James Pratt , another m erchant,
u ntil they co uld decide if H ills ' goods consti tu ted a vio
la tio n of the agrccment.t'" Hill s reluct an tly co nsented

to thi s arrangement and that same night June 27, 1771 ,
a m ysterious fire bro ke out at Pratt's, destroying Hills'

prope nv.''" Finding that his goods had been ru ined ,
Hi lls blamed the committee of ins pec tion and filed a
suit against those gentlemen in the Providence court

99 Deposition o f l'clatbia HJw~ , lr. Feb. 19, 1772,
Providence Superior Coun Appeals, Bills in Equ ity
Rules Complctms 1m Con firmation ui Iudamen r
March-Sept . 1772, Sl.1le Records Cen ter. Providence,

100 IbId
101 Ibid,
102 SUI! filed hy David Hills. Providence Superior Court

Ar puls ... l\-hrch-Sept. 1772, State Recmds Center.
1m William Ellery to Defen dan ts, Sept. 27, 1771, quoted In

f , T . Chann ing. 14,,\.
104 E. T , C han ning. 14.'1.

for damages in the amount of £60).10.2 As defense
co unsel Ellery planned to base his case on the fact tha t
the de fendan ts were nut Iiablc since th ey ha d n ot
or de red Hills to send his property to Prat t'S but had
merely suggested that he do so, lll.l He also rel ied heavily

upon the sentiments 0 1 the populace wh ich he trust ed
.....ould be favorably disposed toward his c1iems: I().I

Hllh earned gO(>ds into New York (knowing that, a!

thaI vcrr nme. Ihoe .mbsisted .mch an egreement
among the mcrchants of your cityJ with rnocenary

views and anemptcd 10 violtHc resolves entered lOW for
the common ilL'ne/ll: csmsidenng these and ma ny OllJer
thing.1 which might be offered, he deserved. in my
opinion, to Iose his goods and f believe a jury will think
so; however illega/II may be 10 force a man·s gooJ.~

from hJm by means wbereof Ihey might be burne,l.
The Royal authorities tOO were aware of local

sympathies and to encourage the jury to grea te r
objectivity th e sloop of war Beaver and th e tender
Cmjlee wer e ordered into Narragan sett Bay to sho w ;1

pro pe r display of force.10..

Ellery miscalcu lated an d rhc turv foun d lor Hills hut
aw arded h im only UriS ra ther than the £600 he had
<;()u~ht.u)b Ellery appealed th e verdict and .....on a sli~ht

reduction bur not enough to please hIS clients, .....ho
ap parently paid the Ne .....port la .....'vet much less than he
felt he deserve d. He wrote to his clie n ts sa rdonically :IO~

Thol you .shuuld tl!ink I W<l.~ to expect ollly this "W ill

from you dnd t'hmge /iherty with my extra lrouble,
WII'> more than .,urpfi.ung to me; it was fetlllv,hcx'king

Whi le Ellery w as building h is reputation as patriot,

Ne .....·pon connnued to be know n as a Tory haven.'
Ellery and his mends were in a minority, bUI a
vocucrous one thai in cluded the editor o f the Moclley.

who connnuallv cried out against activities oi Brit ish
vessels p ,1trol i n~ Narragansett Bay which he acc used
of "rob bing" the pcople.tw

One parti cu lar brand of "robbery" tha t Elle ry and
other Americans round especially annoyiTlJ; was the
remarmng tax on tea. It w as continuance of this tax

lOS Mrs loh n K Van Ren ssela er.....Iewpnrt (lu t Social
c,lplr,IIIPhil.a., 11\9<; ) I·P , The Gil'pee later boarded and
destroyed by a Providence mob. june 9,1772.
Ranku, HI<tory.

II)(, ludgment Providence Superior COUrt ., Sept. 1772,
Sta te Records Center.

107 William Ellery 10 De fendants. n. d., quoted m
f , T. Channmg, I~S.

lOB samuel G, Arnold, Hm ory of rht' S!<ltt 01 Rhode Island
an d Providence Plan/ a/10m INe"" York, 11159-6012:303.

109 N ewpor/ Mercur y , Feb. 24, 1772.
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and the scheme to allow the East India Company to

land tea directly in America that incited the famous
Boston Tea Party .llU

Owing perhaps to Loyalist sympathies, rea ct ion in

Ne w port 10 news of the Tea Party was subduedU! Yet
even Newport was finally engulfed m the new spirit of

colonial unity that swept the conuncn r following the
activity in Boston III Aller considerable agitation a
town meeting was held (In January 12. 177~ , 1l3 Ellery

and hrs mends urged the meeting to close ranks with
Boston , and thev succeeded in pa-emg a resolution
declanng that anyone wh o handles dutied tea
must be con..idercd " an enemy to his counuv."!"
To Insure that no one did land any tea. Ellery and

four other Ne .... porters were appointed a committee
of mspecucn.tb Should thts committee discover
anyone importing rea . it was given the extraordmatv
power to call a special town mecting that would then
take appropnare acuon against offenders.lI/; This same
committee was also instructed to correspond with other
towns " on all .. matters as shall be thought to affect

the liberties of America."!'!
Appea rance of more Bntish wa rships in Na rragansett

Bay, passage of the coercive acts, and the meeting of the
First Continental Congress all served to heighten
the crisis atmosphere in Rhodc lsland .!" In Newport,
Elle ry , ailer a five-vee r hiatus, again saw a chance to

iniect the charge of Lovalis m int o local poli tics, and for
the first time m five yeats a st rong op position faced
Hopkins and his ally Covcmor w an ron .tw W h ile
leading the opposition in Newport, Ellery too k pains to

see that other areas IIf po ten tial sup port were tapped.
He wrote 10 his old fr iend and Newport assoc iate,
Henry M archa nt, then in Providen ce, suggesting a line

of attack: 120

To be ruled hy Tories, when we may be ruled hy.mILI
of Liberty - how dl'ba.~lTIf:,I . . You mU,~1 reuse up all
lhal is Roman in l'rovidellf:e. There is UbeFly an d fire
enouf:h, il only requires tht~ applicalion of the hellows.

110 Ben jamin Woods Labaree, BoMon Tea Party
(New York, 1964l l04·I05,

I II Knollenberg, 24
112 Labaree, 1M
113 Knollenb<- rR. 24 Butlell. Re<:ordI 7.274
114 Newpon Mercury, Ian 17,1774.
115 Newport Mercury , Jan 17,1774 ,
116 Newpon Mu cury, Jan 11. 1774.
117 Bartlett, Rewrds 1:21~.

Nicholta Cooke. a Ward ally, .l!:0vemor of Rhode Island
nom Novembo 1715 10 May /77/l.

Blow , Ihen a hla"lhlll wiJllhake Iht~ country. Talk of
peace! - then' ,hall be no pt'dee sdith my soul to the
wicked Tulk of union 1- do lhe Tories want W see us
unnca; ! had rmlla sec the ,~ h i p in a hurncnne. and
Iwzllrd 1111 t 'S Cilpt' 1/11111 In have her any longer piloted by
an enemy to lillaty. Throw ewrythill,\; //lto the press
to convince the I'eople where you are of the danger we

are III imm 'I Tntv admmt-rrasicn, and don'/ be airaid
of .wl!.\ol1in.l: il hi;:/J1y, I'eople who IWI'e weak al'petile.'
mU,I/ be warmed ,. Thelt' is no dOLl!>1 lhat ,\1r. Hopkjn.~
drank il/i,e . tt'a) when he wal at Newporc. You

118 Wilham G . Roelkcr and Clarkson A, Collins Jrd,
"Patrol (If l':anaRanseu Ray 1I774·761 hy HM5 xose.
Captain lames Wallace ," Rhfld,'/,d"nd 1-fj~lOry 7.1
(Jan. 1948113.

119 Lovejoy, rso.
120 William Ellery 10 Henr y Marcbant . March 27, 1715,

MHS PnK/.'t'dlll1/.' 4 ( I R ::' I1 .(,()l,~K I · 82 .

121 Hopkins and ward had been elected 10 represent R. I.
in the Conunemat C(lIJl~rc:s.s- Barden, Record.1 7:451.
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remember what W'h said in Ihe Commit/ceo Since that,
George Glbb.\ said before me and several olhen. thllf
fame' Clutk (naval officerJ. wId him thaI Mr. Hopkm~

drank red al the Covcmor's when he wa~ last at
.".:CWpOIf Such exarnple~ are perrucrous li <l ddcgure of
rhe Congress. who associated, under nes of honor.
virtue and love or his country. nullO use that poi.,onous
plant after the titSI 01 MtJICh, duth drmk il. what wilJ
nUl mheH dol ll i ThIS urunudem conduc t, to ..ay no

" 'OHe of il. gives me great concern. UI others do as
they may let us, my good ' tlena, prewrve a consistency
of cnaractet : let us act uniformly. and for our cou n try.
TI.~ nut in mott'lls to command success. nIH we can do
m ore ; we call dese rve i t,

Meanwhile in Newport Ellery contin ued his own
propaganda campaign and published a bro adside
accusing Governor Wanton of being a Tory ,122 T wo
days lat er while farmers of Rhode Island we re voting
in th is hotly contested election, their neighbo rs to the

north were engaged in another type of contest around
Lexingt on Green and North Bridge . Before new s of that
banle reached Rhode Island, Wanton was re-elec ted .
Elle ry had los t th is political banle but he WJlS about to

win the war.
The Rh od e Island Assembly rea ct ed to news o f

Lexmgton and Con cord by orde ring that an army of
observation be raised in th e co lon y.lll Governor
Wanton , true to Ellery's pred icti on , opposed this move

an d sho rtly thereafter fled to a Brit ish man-of-war
in N ew po rt harbor.u- Ellery could rightly feel
rriumphum : Wan ton had proven himself a traitor;
the Hop ki ns tact ion w as disgr ace d; and to replace th e
governor. Ni cholas Cooke, an old ward ally ,
w.1S chosen u ,,>

In the next few months Ellery took a leading part in
help ing Rhode Island prepar e to defend he rself aga insr
expec ted Bnush attack. From Dec ember 177;", to the
tollowmg May he served on no less than sixteen

com mi tt ees, as well as playing a part in buildin g
Con tin en ta l frigates in Rhode Island .IM

Certainly Ellery had com e a Ion): way from his days
as an obscure Newport merchant War and the crises

leading \0 i t had thrust him into a position of impor
tance , He dreaded this fratr icida l conflict that seemed
so certa in 10 engulf the colonies, ye t at th e same time
he recognized it as the price of liberty. Shortly after
hearing the news of Bunker Hill and the death of
General Warren he w rote to a Inend .!"

\Vhal <l sl/crince we pay to libert y when we grve ou r

IIOU\e,\ 10 Ihe flames and our bodies to the bayonets !
O n Mar ch 27, 1776, Sam uel Ward died of sm allpox

in Phil adelphia .m To succ eed h im as del egate to
Cong ress th e Assembly chose hi s fait h ful lieu ten an t,
Wil liam Ellery.IN Having mastere d Rh ode Island

pcln ics. thts Newport gentleman wa s now about to try
hrs hand on the nauonallevel .

III "William Eller.' tc the Freem en uf Rhode Island ,
Ap ul 17, 1775," broads ide files. RIHS lihrary.

12.1 Batt lerr , Recmds 7,]10
124 Love rov, 18.?..iU.

125 un'CIOY, 182·83.
126 Bartlett , R/.'Cord~ 7 p<l~~Jm, "lou rnaI oi Com mittee

Appmmed 10 Build Two Co nrmen tal Ffl~tes in
Rhode Island," RIHS Library.

117 William Ellery to ludg e Pettet , lune W . 1775,
NtWPOfI M ercury. Ian. 26, 18S6,

Jl ll Knollcn berg. .l5.

129 Barrlete. Re<ord.< S220 Onlv oppos iuon to Ellery was a
lu dicrous atte mpt by CoL Henr y Babcock to get the
appoi nt me nt Ao insane drunkard . Babcock was shonly
thereafter removed from hiS command. Babcock 10
Sicholas Cooke. April 1776, Matt B jones . ed.,
"Revolunonarv Corresponde nce of Govero or Nicholas
Cooke, 177'<'-1781," Procte,fm~< Arm'r lcan An tiquarIan
Sour-ty J6 (1926) 318 , Rhode Island Session Laws,
May 1 776,~,
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Mutiny at Camp Hubbard

On Monday, Au)!:ust 2~ , I!SM, Major General Nathaniel

P. Bank's, commanding the Department oi the Gulf
with headquarters at Ne w Orleans, issued Special
Orders No . 209 , paragraph 8 :

The enll~r,.d men oj Ihe Second Rhode hland Cavalr y
are rf<1 lh ferr ed lU fhe Flr.H w Ulsiana Cavalry, and w ill

be ih.sJgIle.l to com pan ies by the commanding officer
0 1 the lauer regiment.

The cmcers of the Second Rhode Island Cavalry are
hereby mustered OUI or se rvrce. Such o f them as desire
to remam In !he service milY. upon provmg rhemseives
titled for and deserving 01commissions in the First
Loualllna Cavalry beiote a board to be appoin ted by its

regimenrlJl commander. be appouued 10 fill vacancies.
UeUlenant Colonel Robinsun . Fnst Louisiana Cavalry.
is ch,uged wnh the execut ion of this order.

When the orde r was recei ved by Co lonel Harai
Robinson at Camp Hu bba rd located at Thibodeaux,
Loui siana, he co m manded th e f i rst Louisiana Cavalry
to assemble for dr ess pa rade. The officer s of th e Second
Rhode Island Cavalry were ins tructed to form th eir line

fony yards in front of and faeing th e first Louisiana .
As th e fi rst Louisiana wa s at ordered arms, the

adjutant read the ord ers to th e assembled men. At once
there arose a bab ble of vo ices from th e ranks of the
Second Rhode Island, and sh ou ts of " No, no ," were

he ard from one end of th e lin e to the other. Co lonel
Robinson th en assumed co m ma nd of the Second

Rhode Island and orde red sabe rs to be presented. Afte r

som e he sitation an d wavering, the order was obeyed.
Then the men wer e or dered to dis mo unt and form

ranks as preparatory to figh tin g on foot . A detachment

by Claude ,\1.Mtlr~an '

of the fi rst Louisiana was sem to relie ve the h orse

holders and take the an imals to the rea r. The Second
Rhode Island was di vided into five squads, five
noncommissioned officers from each com pany bei ng
placed at intervals of ten paces on a line at right an gles
with right company guides. First sergeants ca lle d the

roll ; men were placed as di rec ted left of n on commis
sioned officers, marched off and formed on th e left of
the different companies of the First Louisiana . Co lonel
Rob in son gave orde rs to each off ice r of th e First
Lou isiana that after pa rade was di sm issed th e m en

sho uld nor leave cam p o f co mpanies to wh ich th ey h ad
been assigned .

On th e next mornin g, August 30 , lieutenant Thom as
Mah er, regim ent al commissary and acti ng regimental
quarter master , who ha d been cha rged with reception of
prop ert y from the Second Rhod e Island , in formed
Co lon el Rob inson that it was im possible for him to

proceed with the work , as hor ses, after h e had recei ved
th em, were being untied fro m th e picket rope by

en lis ted men o f the lat e Secon d Rhod e Isla nd, wh o were
also carry ing off othe r public p roperty.

The co lonel im mediately pro ceed ed to the camp o f
th e old Second Rhude Island wh ere he fou nd enlisted
men who h ad been assigned 10 th e First Louisiana the

even ing before asse m bled in groups sitt ing on the
grou nd in th e cen te r of camp. When he ordered th em
to rake up th eir packs and ioin their respectiv e
co m panies, no one obe yed. But two men arose and
looking directly at the officer, sai d in w ord s or to th is

effec t : " Colonel, we ha ve m ade up ou r mi nds th at,
as we enlis ted in the Second Rhod e Isla nd C avalry ,

"Mr, Mot..:;an - attnmev 10 Hunnmton, West Virginia
directs hIS readers to War o f ttie Rem.llmn . _official
records of t he UnIOn and Crmfedeeate a rrmes .. 70.. In 128
IWash in.i:w n. GPO. 1~19011 set . I, -e . 26. r an 1, 1.62-273.
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8<lgg.:zge tram of Ihe drvmon with whIch the Second
Rhodf! Island Cavalry tlW .•erved. ThIS sketch of the march
IOward Port Hud.\on shaWl the uniomiliar Loui);lana rar.:lm
cncounratd by the Rhode Isl.:l lldeu .

Dt....1of rllA,~" ,nll'OlII B~nln ~..4 Lu Jr "..ot Ih~ e ,Y,! w.,
.. J fN r w Yilt• . 1!lII8)

we will , by God , serve in no other. We will not go.
Do as you like ; but, by God , we won't serve ."

Robinson then told them that if they did not get up
and form line he would order them to be Hred on. They
then arose , but believing that some decisive action was
necessary in the lace of such conduct and 10 prevent
similar act ion in future , the colonel selected tWO men
he considered ringleaders. Then he ordered two
companies of the First Louisiana on foot to form line on
the wings and at right angle s with the hne of the rebel s.
While silt ing in the saddle, he wrote and signed the

following pen ciled order :
fU .H Lreutencn r Hall. .:Idlutanl of th e Fnst Louis iana

Cav.:Ilry . i) hl'teby apposrued provosr-msrshu l of th e
day , and ch arged as .\u,h wn h th e execution o f Privat e
Richard Murph y, Heston. aiias Rich ard Smith. and of
Privare Froiettck: Freeman . alIas William Davis.
muuneers - a military ner cssity.

In accordance with the order and within half an hour
of th e call ing out of the First Louisiana Cavalry to
suppress what the colonel considered a mut iny, the IWO
men were sho t to death in from of the whole command

Question s soon arose as to the wisdom or advisa
bility of the order transferring the Second Rhode Island
Cavalry. Under date of September 4, Assistalll Adjutant
General Thomas M . Vincent addressed .1 communica 
tion to General Banks stating that as directed by the
Secretary of War he requested an early report as to the
authority upon which Special Orders No. 209 had
been issued

O n the sa me date, lames Y. Smith, governor of
Rhode lela nd , wrote to Secretary of War E. M . Stanton
sayinl: that he had learned of the special orders of
General Banks in wh ich enlisted men of the Second
Rhode Island Cavalry were transferred to the First
louisiana Ca valry, and officers of the Second Rhode
Island Cavalry mustered OUt of service. He continued:

Th ese offian so sum m arily mustered out were
comml.\~lOncd by the governo r o f Rhode Island, and.
even ,~ hou ld they be re-appoirued they woul d lose rank
by date 01 co mmission, while the m en who en lis ted in
a Rhode hlanJ regimenllose all th eir identity with
thell ncuve Stale. an d are coolly thrust III to a new
orgamzation. and "a5-5 lgned to compan ie.~ by i ts

com man ding officer."

I do, therefore, in rusuce 10 the Rllode Island m en
enlisted in that regimelll , and 10 the regIments raised
here; m O.\t re.\pecllull y but urgently reques t that th e
order in qu estion be revoked by you r Departm ent. and
th e Seco nd Rhode Islan d Ca valr y be allowed to

maintain Its nam e and orgam zcncn.
Tw o days later the assistant adjutant general

acknc ..... ledged receipt of the governor's letter. He noted
that he had been directed by the Secretary of War to
inform him that the matter had already been called to

=
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the atten tion of the de pan mcrn, and to enclose a co py
of a leiter to Ge ne ra l Banks on th e sub ject.

By Ge ne ra l O rde rs. No. 46, issued from Headq uarters,
Defenses of New Orlea ns, Lou is iana, Septe m ber 4, a
m ilitary co mmissum consisting o f five officers was
appointed by command oi Co lon el E. G. Beckwith to

meet a t Camp Hubbard to inquire int o th e ca use o f the

mutiny 10 the Second Rhod e Islan d Cavalry, the
investigation to be prompt and !>n witho ut regard to
day or hour .

On the followmg day the commission asse mbled and
began its Investigation. Lieu ten ant Co lonel Harai
Robinson was the first witness who tes tified concerning

th e trouble and measures taken to suppress it. He was
asked numerous questions bv the judge advocate and
in answe ring th em he justified his ac tions. He was
exp ressly requested to sta te more definitely in regard to

the execution ho ....· th e men were shot, by whom an d
to relate the details. He answered:

The munneers and two companies of the First
Loulsiana Cavalry, on foot , formed three sides of a
square , Ihe munneers formmg the base. On a line
perpetuliculat with the center of Ihe base. and some
20 feet beyond the WinKS. Company F, First Louisiana
Cavalry, e t th e time compo~edof aboul20 men, was
divided mro I WO platoons, one commanded by
LieUlenan t Ma.~lcor. rhe orher by the orderly sergeant.
The men robe execu/Cd were seve rally placed at
10 paces in front of the cemet of each plamon. The
adiu lan t o f the regrmen r dlO rged witb thel r execution
had tbem blindfolded. took their IWO names and last
requests, and offered them lime 10 pray; a fter all of
wh ich . a t a SIgnal from bim. e<Jcb platoon fired
successivel y.

He was followed by Captain Francis M . Ives, First
Louisiana C aval ry) Lieuten ant Edwa rd B. Hall, adj utan t
First Lou isiana Cavalry; Second Lieu te n ant Jule s A.
M asico t, Co m pany F, First Lou isia na Cava lry; Ch arles
walton, priv ate, First l ouisiana Cavalry; and Sergeant
ma jor Sidn ey E. Irving, First l ouis iana Cavalry.
Sergea nt ma im Irv ing stated specifically: •

A mcmn ty. nearly all of rho Rhode island men.
were in th eir camp, SItting on the ground. Tbe

lieutenant colonel of the First Loui.~ i ana Cavalry sent
a cavalry guard of his regim en t and su rroun de d them ,
He then ma rched rhe balance of his m en on joor.
forming line fronti ng rhe Rhode Island men. He rode
up to the Rhode f.dand m en , and Iold the m in three
different languages Ihal alJ those who wished to obey
orde rs and do their duty as soldiers must fall in Ime.
A mlJ/orily of tbe men fell in line. I was ordered away
by Colonel Robinson to look up some men. I was
ah\enl some three minutes. When 1 retu rned they had
all fal/en rn wnh tbe exception of 3 men. one of whom
he ordered to fall m. which order was obeyed. Both
rcgrmeurs were then formed in th ree sides of a square.

The two men wer e placed m the square under guard.
their arm) fled bt'hmd them. a handkerchief was tied
(lVel theirl·Yl·\ . I}u'y \wre plat.:ed a ,hOll dlslclnce III

lronl 0; the J':uclrd, The ad/urant then spoke with each
man some liltle time . He then motioned, and the guard
tired. and Ibe men were \hol succescveiv.

After tWO days 01 tesnmon v the co u rt, having heard
and exa m ined the evidence, after mature del ibe ration

fou nd:
I The onnn of Ihe mutiny in the Second Rhode

Idand Cavalry was the readmg of the order of consoli
dation wi tb Ihe FllSt Louisia na Cavalry. on the 29th
day of Au~st . 1 86J.

2. The course of sai d mutiny was from the reading
of Special Orders. No. 209, Pm agraph 3. Headqu artcrs
Dcparl lllent of the Gulf. ccmeotidaung the Second
RllOdt' I.~ l/l nd Cavalry with the Firs l Louisi ana Cavalry,

on the 29th day of August. Hi6.]. 10 the time o f the
arl!'st and cxcc uuon oj rhe two men of the Second
Rhode Isltl1l d CavllIry em the 30th day o f August, lB6J .

.], Tile ...uppres.lio/l of th e m utiny was in the prompt
and effic ien t manne r in wh ich the tingleaders were
execute d by order of Lieut. CuI. H. Robinson , First
LOuI .,icllla Coveiry.

On October 16, M ajor General Banks replied to th e

lette r of Septe mber 4 lrum Assistant Ad jut an t General
Thomas M Vin ce nt :

I bad no au thori ty for ttus act wh erever. exce pt as th e
ne cessity of my .\ituatinn gave m e. Tbe Rhode Island
Cavalry was enl isted from New York cb ie fly, and had
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very good ufficer.\ and IUme }':oodmen, bUl the organ
ization WIH mIDdy composed of men cnurely beyond
control. Their depredations and robbelle..~ were
frightful One or two men on the march to Alexandlla
were shol for offenses 0/ rhH character They were
wholly wOrfhlc~~ as soldien, When we reached Port
Hud,..on. and they were deprived of the po we r of
depredation by the clrcullm.:ril'ed limits occupied. they
gave us .,till ueatct trouble by the erroneous reports

made in regmd to the movements of the enemy. OUt
cllmp wa .. contmually in a Jhturbed and disordered
conditIOn from Ihe false representations made by rhese
men. \Ve submllted toit a.~ lon,l: as it could be endured,
and changed II only when tbe ...afety of my command
requirc.l it, The offIcers of lIlC regiment, who are
Rhode tsiand men, acknowledged thei r inabili ty to
control their men. 11Ild resigned thei r cormrnssrons on
that urccunt. Some correspondence had taken place
wilh the Governor of Rhode Idand in regard to their
con'iolulation. whrch had been talked of long before,
bur u w,:a not effected untillf was represented by the
offil'ers fwm Rhode Island thot u would nOI be obiected
to by the Governor of that State. U pon the resignation

Deulenan/·Colonel Augusru.l W. Cor/l.l.l had comma nd of
the Second Regimen! Rhod, hl.wd Cavalry from lh l!
be~mllJllX. In hu ,KUJUnl nt thur regImenI'. ucnviues in
t/1 ..· R!J"de1.l1<Jnd Adilllllll l Gl'llalll'.\ upon for 1865 as
"cnrr<'n"d, levI,,'d. ,md repnhltshed" In JR9,l, he de.ICrJ />ed
the mcidem ilt Cillllp Hubhald.

.The men "</ .... thill reSI'ililnCe would be useless. /lnd
wJlh rmluatv Iii"" <lXi/lml them. ,Iowl}' 'dlmto line. Then
rurJy movemenll exclled lhe Ire vi rhe Loui.llalla com
m<lndet, and a tile vi men W<J~ vrdaed to /tad Richard
.\lIIIIh ilnd "'-'111111111 Dav!.l. lhl' two la.~1 to lollow. to a tield
III ,ront vi rhe '<Imp, where wllh lh <,u hands: ned behmd
them, rheu cyc,' hlmded. and wilhout ,"I'm/,lancr of law,
or tmm of trl<1/. rhcy were ,hoI hy IWO .\lllllld.1 01men
d..'ltlllni [rom th.., Luuisi<1II11 re)/,lIucnt. Davis fell klJIed.
Srllllh was shot llu IlU:.:h the lex·', <lIld WI/,' ultoward...
..I"'r<lt,hed by the rel'lliver.' of the Adjuhllu and Serge<lnt
III charge.... ..

0/ till.' offlfen, wnh this rerre"entation, and under Ihe
exigency which / have described, the remncn t of the
regrment. comhtlll,l:. of only 100 or 200 men. was
consolIdated wrth a New York regiment for the purpose
of bringing it into some di.lclpline and protecting us

agalll,t. first. their depre-dafloll.l. and secondly, a~ainst
the pamcs iboi !heir reports occasioned

Assistant Adjutant General E. 0 Townsend su b
m itted GeneralHanks' letter to the Gene ral-i n-Ch id,
By way of endorsemen t he said it was recommended
tha t no furthe r action be ta ken u ntil a copy o f Gene ral
Banks' order wa.. torv..arded to the governor of
Rhode Island.

On October 2.3, the mili tary com mission's act ion was
reviewed by Genera l Banks. Though he seemed
som ewh at relucta nt 10 do sn, he apparently felt
im pell ed to give h is approval in these wo rds:

It is probable that order could have been mainramed
in the re~iment wrthour the application til capital
puni~hmenr to the two men executed; but the conduct
of the Second Rhode Island Cavalry wa.~ such Ihal it i~

lmpm.'>lble to say how soon the rnutmy would have
been repea ted.

•
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Severe mecsures were required with th em. The
commanding general regrets the necessily for the
exec u non. bur is unable. with his kn owledge o f th e
fllct5. to SIlY thllt i t was not lusuliab/e in conSldew Ilon
of all the ct rcums rcnces of rh e ruse.

On November 7, Govern or James Y. Smith got off
anothe r indignant lett er to th e Honorable E.M. Stanton .
He reminded the secretary of h is request for im m ediate
disapproval o f the order of Maier General Banks by

w hich the Secon d Rhode Island Cav al ry was consol i
dated With the First Loui siana Cav alry and the off icers
mustered out of service. He said rh at the sec retary 's
reply was a copy of a letter requesting General Banks to

state by whose auth ority he issued the order in question
_ and th at was the last he ard of it . T he go vernor then

dipped lus pen in vitriol and contin ued :

Nnw this is a maner. si r. which rrmnor be lightly
drol'i'.'d and !hought n o more of. T he order was an act
01 rmusncc 10 the men and an m j u ,~lice to Rh ode Islan d.
dnd ._houIJ he Immediatel y u vokcd. or your Depart
ment should tdke th e m<lller in h and. and have the
men a l the Second Cuvalry u ansierted by special order
to our fust Cavdlry, which i~ in need of tho_..e very
men that are now Jbgwced by bemg lorn from th eir
own organi ziJlwn and placed In one whIch IS in eve ry
way dlst,htefullO them Ye t Ihe"e men are vol un teas.
I will alk your own ,udgment; .,hould they be trealed
sol Do no t drafted m en even receive bet ter treatment !

I have understood. ohiCllllly. tha t tWO men of the
Se~'ond Cuvairy we re shor by order o fColon el RobInson ,
o f th e Lour...iana cavdlry. for .\/m pl y rem onstrating

agam.\! the order of ccnsohdctfon.
/ feel If my duty to In form yo u, sir, thut our people

cons ider the order in quesnon of much in jury to the
service. and an outrage to Rhode hland.

W hat assurances can we give officer.<. or rec ruits [iom
this State lhal they will be protected in their rights
if they are to be summarily deall wilh, without even a
show o f rusuce .

In conclusion . allow m e to ssy thai the order issued
by Mdror General Banks W<lSIn di rec t opposi tion to a
protest from this dep artment , 10 which h e paid no

snenncn othe rwis e than by sen din g a co py of the
SiJld order.

An early reply will be cxmssdesed a favor.
On November 16 Ceneral -m -Chief H . W. Halleck

forwarded the letter to the assistant adjuranr general
enclosing General Banks' report with the endorsement
that the report showed the necessity 01 his order which

should be allowed to stand, at least for the present.
The next day Thomas M . Vincent wrote the

gov ernor :
Su: I ha ve the honor to acknowledge the receipl o f

your leuer of the 7th insldnt, In relat ion to th e consoh 
danon of th e Second Rhode Is/dnd Cavalry by Ma j. Gen .
N. /' Bank s, com m anding Depallment of the Gulf.

In reply. lam directed to m ctose herewith Il copy of
lil e UPOtl o f the general, made in answer to the orders
01 this Dcpertment, and to invite the attention of
yonr Excellency to I1lC reIllarks of [Ile Ge neral-in -Ch ief
nukn-ed [hereon .

On December 5, the assista n t ad juta n t general wrote
to Major Ge neral Banks that h rs tra nsfer of enlisted me n
of the Second Rhode Isla nd Cava lry 10 another organ

iaanon had been approved by the General-in-Chief an d
thai a cupy 01 his report giving reasons tor the tr an sfer
had been forwarded with the Gencral-in-Chid's

endorsement to Governor Smith of Rhode Island.

He also told the general that SLDce receipt of this
message, the governor had requested that enlisted men
ot the Second rmghr be transferred to the Third Cavalry
on its arrival in the general 's department . The wri ter

requested that the change be made by special orde r to

be issu ed hom headquarters adding that the governor

had been notified of the action.
Though this apparently closed the matter, it is

ce rtain ly one of the few in stances, if not the on ly one,
on record in which a lie ute nan t co lonel took upon
himself the respo nsi bi lity of so speedi ly and su m m arily

executi ng two men without eve n the semblance of a
hea ring or tri al. Th ey wer e !,:ui lty o f di sobe yin g orde rs
and this may have am ounted to muti nous co nd uct .

Since th e incident occ urred in ca m p an d not in the
presence of th e ene my however, there wo uld seem to

be no reason why they co uld not have been brough t
before a courr-marnal w here the charges against them
could have bee n heard and disposed of.
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