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Roger \\'illiams -
A Historiographical Essay

Ro gel William ~ - prea cher . r-ol nnist, trader a nd
d ipl omat - a rr ived in :\1a~\alh llst'ltS Ra y Co lon y
in lll.~ ·l. In 1636 he a nd a few (um p,anions from
Sa lem (ro" t'(l the See konk River 10 es ta bl ivh rhe
town III P ro vidence . From rhat unu- to th e- pres­
e m. Rogel Willialm ha s inn-teen-d. ruvculied. and
a ngt'f('d a vanet v o f author... ;'IJ t'a rly ten linear lee t
o f hook s wh ich attempt 10 dl".et iht· a nd aual vvc
Rhod e hla nd 's fo under rt'l lt'!."l 110 1 n n lv a ,a rit'IY
o f illlnpn'lal iolls of rhe man h im -el f hu t. viewed
o ver li me, provide a vivid indu-anu of ( h;tII~ i n~

1)('I\,)('III ,e" o f th e au thors I hl·m~I\'("\ . Seen as a

w hol t' . t he- n urne -ro u ....Iudi t... PU ' \('III a vari etv o f
po rtra its o f 0 111' man: viewed dlT(Jnol()~ical h',

Iht'y 1)J('''1'1ll a t hang in g pa norama n f the- p re­
olT llpalillll\ and prej ud ices wh it h (oiOT all at­
wmp h a l historica l UIHh.

[)1'\ P Ilf' the nu m ber o f ..rudie- , fro m the- S("'I:'II­
re -m h ('1'11 1111\' 10 the pre-sent . 1I1lh- (Jilt' hi "lnri an
ha c publi shed a hi sto rio graphic al ;lIIa lysi" o f the
variou s iruer ptetaucns. III "Ro~t'r Will ia m .. a nd
l ilt' Hi storians." LeRo l' ;'\I oOT e, Jr . tralt·d th e evo­
lu tion of hi sto rical view s o f Rogl '! Will ia m s and
found Ilw y di vid ed int o rhrer- gt' !wra l I a tt'gOlies:
rhr- Ilt'ga li \'t, approach o f Pu ritan hi storia n s vuc h
as Collon xtar her. Willia m H ubbard . and J o hn
Gorham Pal fn-v: the ro mantic approar h of
Geor~t' Ram ro h and Vernon L. Patr in g ton : a nd
what :\Iocll t' ('a lh rhe- "reahsur" approach of his­
IOTi;lIl~ l ike I.-.aM Bar kuv, j o h n C.all t'ndt'r. j ames
I) . Kno ..... I('... Edmund S. :\l or Kan a nd Perry ' :\1111 ­
(" I. T h is In pani le lramt'work , ( Ullinl:: aom...
c hrunolog:icall ine ... i.. W o \'er "im p lifirti as ro be
m i..lt"adiIlK: ir does nOI "rm 'ide a n adc'quall' p ic -

· 1.. lu ,Hldn of Ihr R hud e hid nd lI i, w ll<a l S<,OI'I\ 19.1­
19i ti. ~I I " Pr il< e i, prt'M'n1h' a ca nd idall" 1<.. tho> 0 I..~ , a .
C..olum bia l 'n iH'"iu ', 'W:h.. ,1 of L. bra ..... ~I\ l<r.

ru n- o f how va r ious IIl tt'rprl'tatH ln s dn dopt'd a nd
wh y. Further. :\Ioore 's dni~t1a li fltl o f Bac ku-,
Knn wl t,s. and :\ IOIg:an a s hi storians who t'm pl o y a
reali stil approac-h i, part icularl y q ue-nionuble .!

Fa l mnn- useful is a (h rHI10 1o~i( .rl framework .
By , il·....·ing wmk s o n RO.~I' r Willia m s r hrono!o­
~i ( 'a l1y , nm- is able 10 delect their in tl'!ft ' lat ed lless
and Ihl' iute -l h-c tual and ..nc ia l prejudue-, rhev
ofu-n ref lected.

Tht' ea rht'''1 recorder v o f S ew En gland ', h icto rv
- Will ia m s' con n-m pora nev a nd the ir immedia te
d('\( c'n dalll s - exhibit a div n nc r a nd ind eed pre­
judie r-d auuude Inwa rd Will i;1Il1s_ '1''''0 eoruem,
porar il's. Wil lra m Brad fo rd , Kn\elllClI of Ph ­
mouth Colo ll\ , and j oh n Win rh rn p , gcnelflm of
:\l a s""l1 hll Sl'lI\ Ba v Colon v. produced the ea r lit'''1
hivror ir al .m o ums of co lonia l :-';t·w En~ laml

wh il h iru Iuded refefe nces 10 Rn~('r Wil liam_ a nd
Ih l' di sst'n"ln n he created III :\ta .....1Ch uwns. AI ­
th ou gh Willl h rn p ', [ ourna l wa s 1If11 puhli ..hed
u nt i l 1 7 ~H) ami Bradford's 1I 1.I/m , ' oj J' l m rotil
t' lnnta tum 11ll tJ I 1856 , Ih el' d id no t {ail to ma ke
the-ir ma rk o n lilt" pauern o f NI'W En~land hi stor­
iogra p hy . A.. :\1onre nor-d. " m os t of th t· loa tl y
h istoril's indi ra tc their itl dt' ht l 'lhH' ~ S 10 0I1t' O!
both . t' it twr din-rt lv hy ci tat io n or ind ilTt ti l' via
orhr-r wo rks or bv manifest pl a gia ri sm ,"?

Fnr Win th ro p a nd Bra dford <-I" "" t·1I ,h o ther
Puritan leader s and th eir desc enda nr v. " un uv o f
the rommun n v rather than d ng:ma wa s the-ir p ri­
ma I" (onn'rn _"l A di "\elll t" r wh o d i..lur ht-d th i..
!lui" wa s a ' h rt'a l whic h leaelf'l' o f :\las\aChU'iI'II "
Ra" Colon ' (ou ld no t lokra tl' . R;lIl i"hmetJI wa ~

I twi I ..olu lion for William.. and o thl'r... £, ell
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thoug h W inlh ro r a nd will ia ms remained lifdon g
hit'n d~ and cor n-spondentv . \\'ilHh m p presen ted
an u nwrnpatheur p it rure o f Willi a m s in h is
j ot /mal . Afu-r H'V!eW lllg the ( ha rgTs a ga ill st him.
Willlh rop wro te of Will i;m ls ' views, "T he said
o pinions wele adjudged hv all , maaiurar es a nd
minislt' lS who W('I(' dl 's ilt'd 10 be- present 10 he
('!TO lH' O \1 \ . and ver v da nacrous . and tilt' ta ili ng of
him 10 o fficI', at that time \o,';IS judged a grear
("( lIl tt'm p t o f authoritv ." T he magisuau-, r ruu-Iu­
de-d and Willltn o p a.I:l;Il't'd tha t nne who so obvri ­
na telv m.uruainr-d vurh opinion-, Tl llISI ht, re ­
mon,d.·

(;O\TfIlOI Bradford provided a less detailed a nd
vorm-wha r more vvm pathcuc judgment. d(,s( f1blTlg
Will iam~ a-, "a man godly and It'alolls . ha ving
manv prcciouv pa rt s, b ut \'e ry u nsenh-d in judg­
nWI1 t." ~ Brad for d rOTH Itided h is shol t di,, 'ussion
hv noti ng t hat no more needed to he writtr-n as
the fan s 01 rhe- malin ....Tle \\, 1, 11 k nown, a nd
added th a t he hoped that " I he Lo rd [wou ld show
Willia m,,] h is etrors . a nd redure hi m iruo lilt' wa v
of rruth. a nd ,l:l; i \' I' h im a v-ulrd judgemeru a nd
r o ns ran ru- til t lu- sa me: fOT I hope he Ix'lo n g s to
the 1.000d; and that he ....-ill show hi m nrerrie.?"

La trr P u ri ta n historians pe r pe tua ted win ­
throp 's a nd Bradford's u nsvmpa tlu-uc portraya ls .
in lti~!-l Narhar ua l MOI'IOIl, nep hew of Will iam
Bradford. publ is hed ""eu t England 's M r m OT/ a l ,
whic h iucorporau-d m uch of Bradford 's h istor y.
Like Bradford's. Xlonon's lu sto rv rotuaiued onl v
a sboll disr-usvion noti ng- that Wil lia ms was ban ­
ished because hiv da ngero us opinion- we re u nwel­
rome in th e comm umty.t MOlton added mnra lic­
tita ll ) that he included lhe short d iscussio n (If
\\' il lJams " Ihat II Ilug ht bt, a warnin g 10 a ll ol h('r~

to la ke ht't'l:! of a gradua l df'dini ng- fro m a lld
forsa king [o f] th e ch urches o f Ch rist."~

Wil lia m H ubba rd , lale Sf'H>lltt1:' llth-u' ll1u ly hi s­
IOlian a nd COJl,c;rq~a l i()nal min isH'1" w ho ho r­
rowed rTltJth o f h is ma terial fro m :\Ioll on a nd
Wi lll hrop, desn iht'd Willia ms as a man o f g leat
zeal. but wallling in kn o w led ge. He arg-ued Iha t
l\lassadlUWlts rnag-i.,lr a tes v,T Il' jll stified in ha n ·
ishi ng h im bel a use he ren ounced Ma ssarhu st'l1S'
ch ulT hes.9

Colton l\la lhet\ M ag /la lla Chnltl AmeT/mrla,
pu hli~hed ill IHI:), H lIllin ued in lhe saml:' \'ei n
:\1ather - gra ndson of Will iams' mOSI p ro li fic
a lllag-o nis t J oh n COllon a nd S(' If-appoillted cham -

pion of Congn-gauonal idea ls - desnilwd W il ­
lia ms as being like a windrmll which overhears in
a migh ty storm , causi ng the whole town 10 ca tc h
fire . Borrowing fro m H u bba rd 's u npu bl ished
mauuvrip r. :\Ia ther wrou- tha i Roger Willia ms
was "a preacher that ha d less li gh l tha n fin- In
h im, [a nd who] hath by his ow n sad exa mple,
pr eached llIUO li S lhe da n gel of tha t ni l whic h
the apostk- m cn uous ill n o m . 10:2 "I'hev had a
zeal . bur no t accordin g to know ledgc.:"!v

wha tever the vian-d cames o f Wi lliams ' banish ­
men t, the Puri ran magistrates: a nd clergymen's
relat io ns h ip to the Ba y Colo ny precluded thei r
to lera tio n o f h im wit hin il~ bo rd ers. Given their
alleg ia nces hi storica l portraits of Will i .-nn ~ hy
Purnan histor ia ns were hou nd 10 be unflaurnug.

The P u r-iran histor ia ns: ncg auv r- vn-w of Roge- r
\\'il lJ a lll ~ romi uued la te into the nineu-enrh (ell'
turv. Pa rt ic u la rl y well know n a nd infhu-nual was
John Gor ham Palfrey's IJ ,Slory of "'rit ' f"'ng,lrllld
origmallv p ub lished in fo ur volumes IX'IWt'('n
HI,li8 a nd 187,"1 , thi s fil io p il'l isli c wor k merel v re­
sta ted the Pur ita n viewpoim. al beit more dearly
a nd j x-r suas ivelv tha n its pr('d t-'( 'e ~ ~or ~ . ll Arr-ord ­
inJ?; to Pa lfrt·)· Wi llia TTl ~ TtX't'I\Td l'xactly the m-ar­
rne ru he desel\t>d hf'ca use he presented ;1 polirira l
threat to t ht- co lony . R ea cti n g to charges of eig ht ­
eemh- and mneteemb -cenm rv h isto r ia n s w ho po r­
tra ved W illi am s as a virurn of re ligio us per~ec ll ­

non . I' a llre}' argued tha t W illi am s "was not
r harged wit h he lesy . 'Lhe- q uest io ns which he
rai sed welt ' quesuon-, It' lati ng 10 poli tical rig h ts
and to the ad rru nivnanon o f gOH'f11mel1l."12 III
Palfrt·y's opi nion Rogel Wi llia lTl ~ dewrvrd to lx­
ban ished heca use he was a threat 10 the ( i\' i l
pe;!(l' a mi poli tic;11 Sllccess of :\1aS'>adlllselts a t a
li me wtWIl Ihe lh rea t o f Br it ish inlt'rft'lent-e lIn dn
Af(h h i ~hop Laud wa~ so KIt'a l th a i internal d is­
sens ion cou ld n o l he to lera ted ."

Anothel fj l iopieli~ t ic st udy is Henry Ma n yn
Dexter 's AI 10 Hoger W illi am ,s a"d I h l 'Bannh­
moll' from Ihe M an ach w ett .l 1' [al/lallO' !. PlI b­
li~ tled in 1876 , i l a ttempts to ddend the P uri tan s
againsl illt reas ingly \'ocal n illt'lt'elllh -U'TH u ry lib­
ela l ni tin-. Dex l"'f argued lha t l ilt' P urila m {-atlle
10 New En g land Ollt of lJ('ct'Ssi ty, 10 set u p the
kind of societ\' IIH'y wou ld ha \ e p rd erred to enjoy
a l homl' in Engla nd , had poli llc-al conditions
made it possi hle . Since they ~eHll:'d th eir colollv
for th elTl se ln 's a nd their po~teri lY, there i~ no lea·
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,on 10 t'xpe(l tha t thr-\ ..hould han" welcomed am
who cou ld not lin" rornlo rta blv and peaceablv
among rhem .»

Wh ile the Puritan judgemen t remained domi ­
narn unt il well into the ninereemh r emurv. Wil ­
liam.. wa s not without hi s defender s. The earlievr
Lnorahlt" arr oum v puhli ched in thr- t'i~htt"t" ll lh

r t-nturv were wrrut-n by Bapu s1 m ini sIN a nd h is­
100i;1Il l saac Bar knv and hy two Rhode Islanders,
JCJhn Calknd('r, mini,I('r fro m Newporr, and SIt'­
phe-n Ho p kins , prominent businescman and poli­
nrian from Providenr e.re All th ree por trayed \\' i l­
liam.. as a couragt-ouv and noble Chrivdan driven
OUI o f \ta..sac hu wus b y the sa me inrolerame
which had dri ven the Puruans o ut of [n~land .

For th ese histonans the issue wav 1101 ..Idllie RO\ ­
ern ment, but httdom 0 1 con <,( if'nu". Callender
wrote o f the :'\fa!><;.;l(hmell" Puman-, rhar " the
(hi!"f leaders and the major Pa rt o f th e People.
SOOIl di-rovered Ih('m 'ot'h t's a s fo nd of Umfor muv,
and as lo th 10 allow t .ib -n v of Co nsr ienr e to

.. lit h a .. differed Irom llwm"t"lvt's, a' l!lo ,,,,' from
whose- Power th!'y h;HI flr d ." lb

To :'\la ..sadul\('lh P u ri ra n-, and t1U'i l de-fe-nders
tIll" i..,[1(' wa-, .~o\t' '' l nWIll and ;\lIlhOIIl\ \t"I\U '

'1II;H( hv. Ro~er Willi"lll ' rt'pll''o('llu'd a ll; lI ( 11\:
Ih t'll o p llllon or hun W;I' 11lt'ldol t" 1 ll' ~;H i\ t" . T il
RhlMIr hbll<!(·r.. a nd Ral'l"" William, It'p",, ­
~"l1 l , "t! ll t"ftfllln III 11111'1 it"ntt" dlld 1I11("I;(t .. .n .
n WIf Upllllllll II I hun ,,"'<I' Iht>lt"fou' Ilfl\ui \t, !JlIl
nlll 1It'( t''>''><I ri l\' " n'al l,t II ,," a, \1, lOll' h"HlnM IIlLllll t"ti ,
ROlh Call1:"l)(I('r a lld lI " i''' Ifl ' jl l!''ot''llt''() Wilhallh
,1\ ,I lal~t"t -tll<Ill -)ik helo \\'ho ( o n III " 'I \(" <I , a
nUII)(,l to tht"il j 1IIltl'm llfll<u ie,. RH k11 ' t a ll,'() !lIm
tIlt" "li" l Ra p ti' l mini ,II '1 in ;o..'ew En ,l{la lld ," a l­
I hOIl ~ h hv B;l( ku, ' own ae COllll t \\' ill ia lll ' \\'a' III
!;u t ;' ''Clt ia l('(1 wilh Ihl' Hap trsls fOl I"" lha ll \IX

IIIOIll!I\ .IJ

B\' th t" Ih ird decad(' 01 Iht' ni nt' t,·('nt h n'n tury
Iht' nurnbe-r o f Wili a m s' ddl'ndl'rs ill(leawd rl'·
malkahly , T h(' a~," o f tht' ('o m mo n ma ll had
dawm"t! in Amer ica . and hi..toriarl$ and po) ili ­
c ia m ali ke wert' 'ot't'klf1~ folk herO('.. in Ame"rica ·..
paSI" (('If'bralln~ all Ih;u wa!> honorablt' and
uniqueh Amt'li(-an in thl' countr~' '' .. hhtory and
(uhUJe. Fo remo '!>l amon~ hisloria ns of Ihi!> era
wa s Gt'orgt' Bancroft . In Iht' fi ls t \ulu mf' 01 A
liBtory OJ Thf' Un/it'd Stalf'J , Bann o lt dt"\'()tt'd
o \t'r o m' hundrro paKt's to P uritan s and PUl ilan
di ssid t'lHs, Thl" n lll llifl hl"twet'll Ih t, P ilKlim ra­
rtU"rs of :'\f assachu <;t'll S Bay a nd such rna k otll t'JlIs

;1\ Willi am s and Anne- Hurr hincon w av a problem
lor Bancroft ht"e<tu\t" he did not want 10 d!"n ig ra le
e-uher Ih l' Puriran-, Ul the di ssidefll !> , ;I ' borh rep­
rewn red lor h im impouant sourre-, n l .-\1lIt"rKan
trad ition. H e- therefor e- praised Rog,"1 William.. as
tlu- fir ..t grt'at mind I II propound lilt' PlfJl Ml\ililln
01 Ill(' sa nrr i rv of I on ..1 i"1l1t', ..\ , vur h IH' was
anoldin~ til Ranflolt " "the har hing l'l lIf
M i l toll . " I ~

\\' tll !l' Bann o h plai,,"d Willi am s fOI h is philo­
,o p h ical posit io ns - hi, ht·lId In libe-rrv of 1011-
~ (('IICt" and hi , an itut!t' toward lnd ia n-, - he did
nOI portra\ \\' i lli a lll ' a, Iht' m amvprmg HI demo ­
nal i( impul se- in .\ Im· r ica. ,.\lt t'l . a la I Cll(i ll~ the
intolerance and harvh puni vhm ent -, me-re-d 0 111 10

W ill i" m , a nd IIIh" f" I" Ih t' P u m a n -, A;1Il1 lOft
rauonalued Iht"ir !.M"ha\iOl In a rg ll inl( tl MI th('
P u rit a n -, wer e !> 11 11 mou - toleran t than IIU" En gli \h
and othe-r Europeanc, and thai Itwir h.u ..hnev-,
wa .. llt"{e'",If\ [ru lilt' prott"f lion of Illt"i, poljur al
illlkp("lItlf'nl e. Like Pal ftev and othr- l' ur uau hi s­
tOllall" Ha m rnlt ;1I ~ Ul'd thai \ r i ll ialll " lJan i..h­
uu-u t wa, Ilt'tt'"ary I>t'c'a w•• ' he wav a pol itical
rhre-ar . "Roger Willia m s, rhe apo-tte III '~ 1II 1­

lib-nv. ' weakened the- lame 0 1 ri\i l independe-nce,
I", im pa irin g ir-, UIIIl\, . and he wa .. e-xpel led. even
th ough :'\la \ ..ac huce-u .. al",'ay , bOll" ~I MM1 r(" 'l imor1\'
In hi, , po d ,.... .. \' irt IW."I. Rancroft fUll llt"f ,u~~es­

I,-.jlhal William , w;" pt"lhap~ a bil unh.IJan(('d
h um ((Xl filii h Ihinklllg .2'lI

II W ill ia m s INl'iH"(! on" haH-hl"iUlt"lj )JlaiSt'
horn Ban croft , hom Jdml" D. 1\.1I0\o','!t".. , prnft'~sor

flf II.:I 'tolal dlllU' ~ al ~ewlOn Tht'oIIJJl::ila l In\liIU­
l ion , tit' rt'f.t"i\t"(lullff llllpromisIIIR '0111"11 111. D<'di ­
r au"u "T o the Citin'n .. or R hode b land ," Kno wles'
M r m m T vJ Rv ,f!,('f It ' i ll iams, the FOlmdrt oj Ihl'
Slafr oj U hodr /datuf wa .. wrillt'll to f( ' .. IOIt" Iht'
lo n g rni sund ,'r SIOIK:1 a nd m isrt' p rt" t"lIIt't! RO~f' 1

W i)!i ,lms 10 h is aPPIOJllia lt' p iau' a mfln~ th"
(h it'f lou nd('" a nd 1.M'lwfacto" or ~('W E Il ~ land . z l

Alt ho ug h I\.no wle.. wa .. one of lilt' fil'l aUlhor, 10
mf'lllinll Ih t' imlXlrlamt" o f Will ia m..' p it·" 10 hi s
philo'>()ph \' , II('" Iikt" Bancroft " wa \ mOIl' (on­
(1"IIu:d wilh Willianh' polilicaillfimiplt"'!>" ami­
bUlillJl:: ~re'H t"1 dt 'mlM'lalil \\mpathn'.. HI William,
Ihan he probahly 1.M J'o'tt"'!>'tt'd . :'\:o l inJr;; th <l l in Wil­
liams' book s and kilN' , e\(' ,,' lopic wa , mlormt'd
h\' hi .. piety , I\.lIo wlt'5 dai rnt'f.llllal \\' i ll ia rm ' " rl"­
li~iCJu~ plitH iplt,.. W( 'f(' lhme of Cahi ll. H is pol i­
l i. 'al prinClpl t,.. W(' lt ' der idedl y in r;l\'01 01 Ih t'
riKhl ~ o f th t' IM'Opk ,"2Z



B\ mid .nineteenth (('ll1llr\ mtere-st III Will ia m..
.....a .. at il .. heigju . ''''IX·( ialtv in Rhode leland . In
the lMfiH.. a group of Rhode lvlaude-r .. fo rmed the
:'\'a rra.~au"' 11 Cl u h 10 ar t.mge fOI pu hlicuuon o f
a ll Williillm ' know n w lI l lll~". As Reuben A.
C; u ild , ed llOl 01 the- fir" l \'OI U IlU', 1l0 1f1.1 - "T Il!'
nanu- 01 RO~('1 Wi lliam.. ha .. bee n handed dow n
10 II.. bv P um a n ..... riu-r .. loaded with Iq lloach ."u
:\1t'mbn \ 01 the :'\arra~illN"lI Club hoped tha t
a\ .ul,lhilll\ of Wilham..' o ..... n work .... ould pro­
due t' d molt' ..\ mparheuc undercrandme of hi ..
itt lion ...

The conviruon rha t R hod e Isla nd a nd her
founder had 1101 rer e-ived a fa ir eval uat io n also
pr eoc rupied nu-m bers o f the Rhode leland Hi~WH'

lea l Soc it'l)' duri n g: l ilt' IHHO.. and IWKh . In hi..
pre..id-nual addre.... 10 lilt' Socit'IY in 18HL Zar h­
ariah Al lt-n noted th a t a ll :'\'ew En gla nd hictorie ..
10 tha t nme had been w rinen bv devendantc of
the Punranv. "Onlv one ..ide of the :\' 1" ..... Engla nd
conuu\r,sies has been hitherto ~I forrh . II re­
mai n .. for U" , a .. member .. tlf the Rhode hi and
H iSiorical Societ v. In brill !,:, for war d and dulv ex ..
pi a III the pr inciple.. o f rd ig:io u.. liht,rt y, wh ich
we re flllKina lly adoJlll't/ and eSlah li..lwd hy o ur
fo! t'falht·... ."~ t Th,' It' ''l of hi s sp,"t,t h wa .. a
kng:thy' paea n to Ro g:t'r Will iam.. a nd o lhe r ea dy
Rhode h la mlt-r .

In pill!' Kno ln a nd IJwm h,·... Hf hOlh Iht, ~a r ·

ra!{anst'"11 C:lu b ii lld lht, Il i..ltlri(al StM it'l" wert' It' ..
acunK 10 Ihe lon!,:,"pledom inanl P ur ila n \ irw of
Rhode Island \ foundt'I , b UI Olher fOl('s a l wor k
in <,f)(' it'l\ a lso infhlt' llf ro lht'i r inr t''1 m ,tiJtion.. .
Tht· p rt'(Mc u pat ion wi lh Am er ica 's tlt-nu Mrali('
ht' rila !!:t' wh ich Ollt' I Ulll\ ill Rall(foh is ,IIso ap­
parellt ill lot al hi ..tory of Ihi .. Ilt'riot! , It'sulting: ill
an I:'mpha ..is ti ll lilt' ,,'( u lar tO n tti h lll io ll\ o f A·
nwrir all fm t"falht'r\, i rlt h id ing Will ia m ... Thi ~

prt't.xT lipa lion call'ot"ti a hi~hh ski llt"t l b i..u >riall
li ke Rt"u lx'll Guild 10 ma \..e Ih t' ex xa!!:,' ralrtf slatr­
ment Iha l Ro!{er W il lia ms was " Ih t' fou ndt' r o f a
dl"mocra llC fo rm of !':'O\elnmen l in lilt" Ilt'W
wOlld .''1~

T ht' 11"10.. iHld IK80s. il'o h islor ia ll Rinhara Sol ..
1101011 ha .. nOlt'<l , wa.. aho Ihe per itMI whe n Anwr·
ican.. hnilllH' pl eO<lllpit 'd with Iht , virtll l'\ of Ih(' il
An Klo.. Sa xon a nce\lm .. a .. a meall \ o f " 'll ing:
Ih('m\t'I H'" a pan hom a nd aho\"{' Iht' m a \SiH" in ..
flux o f Euro pean im m ig ranh thl'n ca ll..i ll~ d i\ln­
cation\ in Amer ica n '>lx-iel\'.:· Pa ltio tic and gerlt'-

ological \ocielie\ \pran!,:, up and alltt'~ltlr worvh rp
becamea Rrrat pastime. Consequenrlv manv h i..­
10l ies o f Ih l'o pe riod . wh ile attempting 10 com-rr
the P UlIIiIIl..' b ias, t'xag~t'fa t"d th e de mocra ur
ron ui hunon .. o f RIlIMle leland's Iounder and u-u ..
ded 10 1)(' more fili o pi t'li \lic th an an ura u-.

Emphas is O Il Rogel Will ia m s' ..uda l and poli n ­
ca l romnbuuon .. (untintl(-d in Iht, ea rlv decade-,
of rhe rweruierh r e rn u rv fro m Proere.... ive hi..to r­
ianv. Tvpiral of Ihal view was Ed m und J. Car ..
penrer'v undi-ringui ..hed biographv published in
19QCJ. Ho ,e.t'! ' fllltam j , a .'\t ud )· of thr L ift', T'i rnrs,
and Cnara cter 0/ a Po linca l Pumeer , which
cla imed that williams wav res ponvible for evrab..
li sh in g f('l ig io u.. In-edom in Anu-rira .r'

U nlike Hannah a nt! t he j ack soni ans . pro g re ....
vive h i..ronans viewed Iht, Puritarw as na rrow­
rmnded pe-ople who ha d 1\01 \"1"1 brok e-n Irnm old
world trad itions a nd idea... To p 'o!(rt"....ues rhe di..·
senterv n-prese rned Ihl' fu ture of Amenra . For them
R~t'T Willia m s wa .. a link in the chain of liberal
thi nker s which included Joh n u)(ke and Thoma..
j effer son . Ca l I I .. Becker dewrjbed Will iams a s a
ma n -ho "condemned by the com mon sense o f hi ..
a~e , ill l'\'el he Ct'k h rillt' d as Ihr propht't of thO"I'
prima ry' Amnican doctrines, dt'mofr ,u'y a nd rl'li ·
~ious loll'ra linn."u

Thl' lIlo ..1 in ri llelllia l hook 10 I)(" pt'ruatl" Ih e
ima~(' of Will ia m .. as li ber a l. democra t. a nd man
ahead of hi S IImt' .....a .. \ ' 1'111011 l.. Pa rr ill !(lOn 's
,\ lam CUllt'110 In ," m t' lIn Hl T hOl('!, h l . :\h holl~h

publi ..ht-d in 1930, allt'r Ihe heyda\ of p ro g ressi\ '1"
h islUt io g:-ra phy, ,\lam Crtrrt'ntj d l'a rh- deri \l"s
fro m lh is hi ..tor io!(ra p h it'a l Iraditi flll . ParrinKIOII ' \
a p plt);lt h i.. d early rool!'(1 in hi .. wt'S1t.'rn o rig ins.
a s h i..toriall Arthur A. Ekillh , j l. indi('al es in hi s
, " m t' II , fl l l Inlt'Jlt'Ctllfllll i.\tor)' - " Pa rri nKlOn's
o lll lt)()\.. wa .. dom ina tnl b\' Iht' J'()puli sm and
pro~re\..i \'i\m of hi .. nal i\ e WI'\ I.''1'J

,\lam CUllt'lltj IS p ri marily a n intt"lIl"ClUa l his·
101\' of Iht" lJniln.l Sla lt'... li s t heme i.. Ihe growlh
a nd dn.'linr 0 1 demonallc Iibt'r a h sm in Ih l" LIlli "
ted Slatr... Pa rring lOn bt-Kan h is d i..ru\S1on by t"x·
IJloring [ uropean fl Mll .. o f idea s he cOl1sitlern.l
un iquel y Am l"rican . In William.. ht' fo und lh t'
bl'ar t'r o f IrlM.'ra!i"[J1 to Am erica : "T Ilt' line o f lih ..
era lism in <oln n ia l Anwrif 'a rUlls Ih rough RO~t'1

Willi ams, Rt'n jamin Frilllkli n . a nd Thoma s j effer·
so n . Tht'" firsl lTan ..ptlrlni In Ih l' ne..... world Ihe
plelll ifu l h bt.' rali ..m \ o f a g rea t mo\emen l a nd a



~-rt'at cen ru rv: th e ..econd ga the red UI) the ..urn 01
nauve libe rali vm-, and rh e third I'mil fwd
(lhem )." )O

A -, WI:" ..hall '>tT, 10 portrav W ill ia m .. a .. a Krl:"al
d emocrauc philo..oplwl i.. to di..tort h i.. \ 'a lm"s
a nd Iht' meaning of his lif e. :'\:eu·n l-wle.... numer.
ous hoob a nd ar lit'll'S puhli ..hed alte-r 19<KI (on­
t tnue-d to p re..em him in t hi s marmer . A TIlOll K rhe
mote' im pona lll aut hor.. to write abou t him du r o
iug th is period WI' II' Em ily Easton . Lawn-nee C.
Wroth . jame.. Ernvr and Samuel H . Rrol kun ier.u

hn"l and WrOlh prr\('111 a parrir ulnr lv imere..t­
IIlK r'outra ..t . Empha ..ilillK Will iam ..' comribuuon
10 the liberal rradiuon in America . Iht ·y furlhl't
r omended rhat Ill' alco mlluenced rbe diree-uon of
Fn Kli..h radical i..m ahrt the civi l war of I&U .
1I0 ....'e-ve- r.....-hi le Ern ..1 pornaved Will ia m.. ;t .. a
revofuriunarv tbeon..1. Wrot h rnainraim-d rb.u he
added IlHlhilll/:: 10 the int ellec tua l Ioundaticn v of
Rrimh ra d u ali ..m . hit-a .. whirh Will ia m .. advoca­
red WI'II' a lready pre-valent in se\e1ltl'l' lllh ·u"lll u ry
Rliti ..h IXlli l ical tht"OI)" . WI-It'n William .. f(' ll ITlled
to Ellg la nd in lIi·I!!. ro obra m a r harler for Rh ode
"' land . " he had found llll' ques tion of rdiKlou"
tolt-ration the lopil of the d;I\·. Ihl' ..ubjt·( t of
d l·h.llt·S in Pa rl ia TTlt'fIl alld in reli,,;iou .. ;1"'oI 'm -
hl le..." 1: The idea of Inll'ration had I)('('n dlrrli\e­
Il all/::ut-tl a .. earh as ISS.. . \HOIe W ro th , and had
1)("'I,t1 a ratal\,..1 fOI n lll ll U\l'r\\' numf"rnu .. IInws
throu~houl the \Ixu,.lIlh and <,('H'lIIt ,.lIlh (('Illll­
lIe!io . Will ia m ..' Ix·r~onality . 1101 hi~ illl f"lIl"( I. ....· a~
Ihl' '.OUTr e of hi~ con tr ibu tio n 10 radi( al PUTi13n·
i\lli. In Engla nd . a~ in America . he ....·a .. not ml're­
Iy a pa .... i\"e o b\t' r\'t'r of t'\ 't"III!io , but th ro ugh h ...
writing a nd hi~ man y hi l'n d .. in th l' radl("al pa rty ,
he wa .. an arr i\'e ('om rihutor to rhe ~ha pi ng o f
Cromwell's gO\"l'TT1 llwn l. Hi s willi nKIit's, tn an n n
hi .. tW'Jj (" fs. rathe r than Ihe bel iefs Iht·m ..e1\'f"~. wa..
th t· "Hurte of Will ia lm ' l/::rl'allless. H i.. aeti\'i..t lW'r ­
\lllM lily madt' him ,Ill effen i\'1' negot iator a nd an
influt'n lJa l persona lllY in England and a IX)li tical
thre<ll in :\.la ~'Mr h ll o;e l u _ The salOl' arti\'ist per\On ·
alitl . Wrolh arguro. 411 '0() enablt'd him In bring
about aeti\'e inC()fIXlrauon of ..u~h !aberal nOlion..
a .. r('ligioll" lol('rallon illlo AmeriC"dTl lifr.

For o\er a O'llIl1T\ .....ritt'l~ had IX)rtrayt'd \,' i l­
Iia m~ as a polit ica l fiKUl1" - libera l and dt ·m(xra ·
lie. By Ihe 19S0s. Ih is IX)JlTall bt'Kan 10 1)(' (ha l­
lengl-tl. In ":-':I:"Kle((I'd :h pt·(( s of ROKI'r Will iam~ '

Thought ." M <tllTO Ca lama nd rei cri rinlt'd h islOr-

ian .. who made \\'illlam.. "a n ad\U( ,l tl' of rational
phil(I\Oph\ . th e lu-rald of modern humani ..rn and
iud ... iduah ..rn . a p rnl'nnl' lli o f 1i1)('Jl " o f H III­

'oIlt'"lIlt- III tht- Jdft-I ..onian wa v - HI ('\( 'n III the
rwcnucrh O 'IlII1l\' W ;I\ . " H \\' i l lia m .. wa .. (j"'t of all
a Puruan . and a .. vuc h h iS pri mar v 1(l1l11'ln , wer t­
IdiKiou ... Like rill' Purnan .. of E Il~lall(l and :'lb",­
<ldlU""Il~ Bay . hi' Iwlil,\'t'd in God and lookl'd to

rill' Rib le lor g u ida lllt' ill lInder \l amlm g ( ;od 's
plan .. f(1I Iii .. world and it .. pe-oph-. l le ac knowl­
t'dgl'<1tht' need for government . but onlv ; IS a
tl'lIIporary t'XIWt!U'1l1 uuul je..u .. Tt' IUII1l'd again 10
t·sta bh ..h GoO '" kingdom on eauh \\'illiam~ wav
a Rihlit i\l anda Pu ritan. and hi .. pohllcil
thou ght m u ..t hi" r o n..idered with in hi \ uue-Her ­
tual frame of relrll'flu·. which wa v prima rih thrn­
IO~I(al and rdl gl uu",

Calamandreiv ;I II It le- marked an Ifnpollant
nuk-..mne in Wlll i ;l m~ ' hi ..totiographv. He wa..
Ih t' li"'l hi ..torian to ;lt g tle thai an all urate po r­
tra i t of Will ia rm dr-peuded upon Tt'(f)~nili(l11 of
hi .. Purira n Hill"' . In "0 doi ng ht, rai ..rd 11t'....· quev­
lion .. fOl la tl'r hi sro!i at h 10 t'xplof( ', l ie Ilo tl'd thar
if 01](' ant'pu'flt ht, prt'mio;e rha t theolog~' i.. th t'
kt·y 10 ullder~l;l1ltling W illiam..' id ea ... tht'u a
num l)('r of qut·..u o n.. reJl:aroing Ill(' or i!(in aud
oll glllaht\ of Iho'o(' illl·a .. remain('(1 lInan ..wt'rt-tl .
Wt'I(' William..' pohli(al idt'a s It'alh lit· ....' . Clla ­
lIl,lfldn'i a ..kt'd. a nd If 'oil, how are Ihl'''' rt'l al t'd 10
Iht' 1m ton or poli li cal Ihought ....·il h lll and with·
OUI P u rita n group..? Arr Will ia m ..' (lolu i(;l1 ~on­

n 'lll.. 10l'::i ~ally (OIlIll ·t·lro and rdatl'd . Of i, Iht'll:"
mt'rel~ ' an aTlifi( ia l, fo rl lll lOU.. ~fllllbi nallfJJl ?

ElIISI and Wr o th h Old a head... explom:! thr fir sr
(ItII·,tioll. Cala m;lndu'i ( ri ticizt'd El nst IlIt'{ i..ely
!)('(;lUse he d id not t('('ogn ite tlH' rl'li ~ious basis of
Willia m s' idea ... "Elmr'" t'llIhll\ia\lll. agg-u 'ssi \'("
I\("~ a nd dogma ti..m p rl't! m!l' that h i..tfJ ri l'al anll­
r;lt)' which a lo nl:" ma kl's pos..iblt' a ll undl'l)tand­
illK, lor in~tafl(e. 1)(,twl'('11 a ' d i ~ger' and a :'llarx ·
idn communi ..t. 01 till' P ur lla n W ill ia or.. and Iht·
rallonali\l Thoma.. J efft'I 'ioOn ." '1 Wh ale hI' doe..
nOI n1l:'nllon WrOlh . hi s rt'fI'rl'nn · tn Will ia m.. a ..
"a g ih ro thnlli ..t" wuuld ..rtm 10 indicale Ihat he
would nOI ha\e (0 11I tiTled ....' il h \\ ·ro lh '.. conel ll "
..inn thaI WiIJi ;Jm..· idt·a .. m('fd~' refl t'l lt'tl Iho'ot'
(fllllmtlllh held h\' Ihe main ..u e:t lll 01 \I·\t'!llt't"ll(h ,
{t' u tu q' Bril i..h P Ul il;tIl " , '~

Al though C1.lama ml rt'i recoKllltl'd , h;ll Wil ­
liam ..' pu li l ica l vit·w, l'\'oh-t'd from his I di~ ioll\
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r on vir non v. he , ti ll aco-pu-d the com monly held
\'I ('W that Will ia ms was a democra t a nd a libera l.
"So far as our resea rrh can shnw , Rogl'1 \\'ill ia m s
wa-, a P ur i tan ill h is theologv Pol incallv
Will ia ms was a p rogrt-svive and a li be ral . a ll it re­
ptesxihle d('mlwT<! t at hean." Later h istoria ns
wo u ld qur-suon th is evaluauou. w

The importaure of a rt' li~ iollS and th eolog ual
Ira mewor k Icu under standi ng Wil li am s' though t
is a thorne also advanced Ily Perrv Mill er in hi s
1953 vrudv HaKer Ir" lia m .~ , H is Contribution to
the AmrT/Call Tradition , no t a tradit iona l bio ­
graphy b ut rather a snies o f ex r er p rs fro m \V iI ­
Iiams ' wrilings with an intej p reti ve essay bv
:\-1 i IIt" •

Li ke Cala rnandrei . Mill t'I emphavizcd Will ia m , '
ch-vonon ro Hihle ,t udy . :\-t ille-r how ever W,IS th e fir st
hicnuian 10 a rgue the irnporram-e ol tht, method of
Bibl ical in terpr etauou. known as tvpol ogv. wh ich
Willi ams em ployed . Will iam s "believed the Bib le
fro m co ver to rover . yet he woul d 1101 read the
Old Testa ment only as a hivrorir-a l doc ument : he­
expou nded it ' typo lo g ica ll y.' li n t' is th e wcret of
h is separat is m a nd hi s d ivngTIltT Fro m his co l­
lea g ues," ' ; A typ o lo gic a l uuerpre tauon presents
eve nt' i ll the Old Testament as pr eli gures of
ewnt v in Chr ist's life - types a nd a nt i- types ,
J o na h swal lowed by the wh ale is a prefigur e o f
the ann-tvpe of Christ's descent into hell , :\-liller
contended that typ o!O.l:!;Y was the so urce o f Wil ­
li am s' bel ief s reg-ard ing sepa rat ion o f church and
sta te an d hi s reli gi nus a tt i tude o f seekenvm - a
r ouunuous wan h [or th e tr ue r hurrh . \\'h ilt- he
may Ilt, I-OlTe{ t . h is d iscusv ion o f th is th esis is so
vag-ue tha t he dot>s nOI rea lly convince the rea der.
Fonunan-ly :\-liller' s SIlC(eSSOlS have been more
suo-csstul in developi ng th is a rgu me nt.

As h is ti tle ind ica tes. :\-1iller a lso auempn'd 10
a ssess W ill iams' contri b u tion to American reli­
gio us and po li tic a l tradi tions. William s was a n
impona m fig-ur e in Am eri can hi stm y beca use he
was th e Iir st to rq Jrese lll th e conct'pt of relig io us
liht' ll ) . Mill er did not a rgue', however . tha t he had
a ny di rect influence o n tbe ideology o f th e Am er i­
ca n Revolut ion . Ra th el' he saw him as prophet
a nd sym bol. rem inding rig h teo us men " tha t vi r­
tu e g-in's them no righ t to im post' o n other s th e-i r
de finitions. As a sym bol , William s ha s her-orn e an
in teg ra l clement in th e m eaning o f Ameri can
demonaC\', a long wi th jefferson and Li n ta ln ," a

rat her nea t way o f pl aci ng \\' i ll ia lTl s withi n th e
Am er ica n Iibera l-democrauc framewor k whih­
avoiding extravaga nt clai m s of ea rlier lus torian s
tha t he was rhe father of American democracv;"

One is siil l Io rr-ed to quecnon Will iam s' impor­
ranee even as a svrn bol. LeRo y MOOlt ' a rgued tha t
he was hard ly known pr io r 10 th e lat e nineu-emh
rennuv . since mo vt o f hi s wor ks were u nfa m iliar
in Amer ica a nd th e majo r referem-e ho o ks o f the
ti me conta in no word a bout h im o r Rhode Is­
la n d.w The most wid el y ci rcu la ted his tor y boo ks.
when th t') m en tio ned Will ia m s at all. p resented
h im in a n u nfavorable lig-h t. Cl earl y more work
need s to be done before we ca n judge h is im por­
ran re- as a n American sym bol.

Anot her importa nt article dur ing rhe 19:J()s,
All an Simpson 's " I low Democra tic Wa s Ro ger
Will ia m s?" ma in tai ned tha t h isto ria ns like Pa r­
rin g ton , EI'IlS! and Brockuuicr , who port raye d
Willia m s as a soria l de moc-ra t, had misunders tood
the ma ll complete ly , Si m pson su p ported ~liller 's

cnnte r uion tha t Will iams was e-~S('lItia lly a reli ­
g-ious mal l. b ut rr itirin-d ~liller for fai l ing- 10

explo re- th e pol it ica l im p licat io ns of Will ia m s'
reli g io sit y, Pol i ti call y William s believed in a well­
or de-red, vrranfied soc iety - a n-Iigious ma n who
ha d no no tion of crean ng any kind o f new socia l
orga n izat ion ,40

La ter h istorian s ha n ' gt"nt'Tally agree d wi th
Si m pson's ar gumen t. Lc'Ro y :\-10 0110' a rg ued tha t i t
is a m istake to view Will iams as a pl ecursOl o f
j effer sn n in h is advocacy o f sepa rauon o f r h urr h
and sta te. jdfcrson advocated separa tion o f
chu rch a nd sta le becau se he wa n ted to protect th e
sta te from th e ch urc-h, Will ia m s, a re ligious man ,
was r-o nrerned with prorer un g the churc h [rom
the sta te.'!

In 1957 Ola Eo Winsl o w's ,'l,fasln /?ogn W il­
liams, a Biograt)hy a ttem p ted to incorporat e th t,
new interpn-ta uon-, of :\-tiller a nd S im pson , S he
was not pan i{ u la rly con vincing . beca use wh ile
, he incl ud ed such observati ons as Willia m s "was
an ort hod o x Ca lvin is t"H or "essemiallv in h i"
dee pest sel f it rchgiou-, m,lIl ,"H she did not pro­
vide an y evi dence to hack u p tht,\{, sta te-men ts . In
th e p reface she wruu- "T he Idea IIOW all bu t in­
separable from hi s name was ana th em a to his
ccn u-m pora ries a nd he h imself somet hi ng o f a
con undrum beca use of it. Neve rtheless he dare-d to
put it to tht, tes t in the small corner o f America
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in whic h he wa s pe rmitted 10 live, whe n dec la red
unwelcome d,,'wht'I('."H Nowhere in th e preface
or conclus io n did she make t"xpl idl whi ch idea
she was rdern n!!: 10 - sr-paratmn o f ch u rch a nd
vtate, freedom o f e'on,ci"n!e. or democracy . The
publi sher'< blurb ( 1Il the front r over (seldo m a
reliable source ) indicated the th ird : " h e voiced in
ring:ing term , rnanv of the de-mocra tic principle'
America has com!" 10 live by ." Winsl o w r learlv
s tared that " in the bt-RinnillJi:: P ro vid en ce was nOI
the demor-rarv it has ..omerimes been asserted to

haw" been . nor wa s such a wav of gover nment
imendedve One i.. "ill left wondering which idea
is now "mceparable from his name." Despi te
Win slo w' s interpreti\f' weaknesses. her book pre­
'!>elliS the details of his life in an accura te and
readable stvle.

H isto ria ns of the IYtiOs ronunued 10 explore rhe
hvpothesi.. - prt'\'iously 'UIi::Ji::I'SIro by Calaman­
drei . :\lillt"r , and Si m p ..on - that theologv is the
kf'Y 10 under-tanding Willi a m ... In a review o f
volume seven of the- Complete Ifo rls of Rogr r
U· l lI'am.~ , Edmund :\I01Ji::an cla ri fied :\liller "s d is­
cussion o f Willi am s' uw of t ypol~~ . Volume
seven . edi ted by :\I ill l'r, rruua med an imerprenve
essay based o n h is earlier hiographv. :\lorgan p ra ised
:\fi11er for emphas ili ng Will iam s' religious nature
a nd motiva tio n , aKrt't'i nli:: that rhe sou rce of Wil ­
liams' politica l a nd relig i oll'~ views wa s hi s use o f
Iypo lo"n', li t" also supported Mi ll l'r \ co n ten nou
rha t in terp reratmns o f William s a s a democrat are
er roneous.w

Morgan lat er publi shed a svstemauc a na lys is of
William s' ideas in R O,f{u W , lI iam.\ , th r Chu rch
and ti ll' Stall", He 3l(a in ~ l resM'd the' imponance of
lypolojOty to Williams ' 11Ildnstandin/i:: o f church­
sta te relaliomh ip~ , cond ud inl( lhal his idl'as
exh ibi t an illl rira ll" a nd heautiful sym metr y in
sp ile o f lh l' polt-mi.s o f hi s wl itin ~ sly le,!'

Dant"l1 B. R ut m an aho r('\,i(·w,·d volume M'ven
but inslea d o f a(n 'pr in /i:: Mill er 's (a nd Morgan ', )
e\'a lua tio n of Ih e It'ia tio us hi p o f lypology 10 Wil ­
liams' relig iou , a nd IXJlilir al vie w" ht, o ffered an
aht"Tnalh'e interp re ta tion , Ralhl'r than a SOUTce o f
Williams' \('pa ra ris m. lypol og y was a com'en it"nt
interprel in' 1001 wh i('h Will ia m s em p loyed to
dl' molish Puril an th l'olo gi r al ar/i::u mt"ms for Ihei r
for m o f chuH h a nd sta ll". ~Iore impon am to h is
theoloJi:: ica l beliefs was his li tl'ral accepla nce o f
the Bible , esprda lly R tw lalion , ""hich Jed him to

deve-lop a IIrgali \ 'r philosophy . Roge-r Willi am s
"never a lglll' '' construnin'ly to r what migh l he
ngfu. bUI in uut-r a mi (II m l'l('I" neganvi vm , a­
I/:a in't wrong . Th is negauvi -m i.. lilt' kq 10
Willi am s." :'\I"gati \'is m also t'Xplains Wil liam s'
'>t'('ular wor ld vie-w, arrordmg 10 R utma n . Ho nor ,
money . and p rrs tige Wt"H' IJlI'H'h ' u-mptauon s for
tu m.v

The movt r(,(1'1II biograpll\' . th eol o g ian Joh n
Oaneus Roeer 1I'li l lam }, 1I', l1Ir H Bevond Chru­
tendam , i\ primalih interested ill the rt'iigiou,
roots of Will ialTl'; ' idea... Li ke Calarnandrei .
Garren ronu-nd-d thai in order 10 unde rvrand
thew rool\. Dill' muvt apprec ia te rhe cenual irn­
penance of the Bib le 10 all Puritan.. and I'spe-
r iallv 10 W ill ia m s, "The 1Il11'1a( uon of recurrent
biblical rbeme.. enables us to share imajOtinatiwh
in the wa~ Ro ger Will ia m s felt about his personal
pilgrimage and the worlds of life and lhoug:hl
th at were fused in his mille rhan eighty storrnv
~'t'ars , " 19

Garrell agrt't'll wuh ~I i ll t"r that l~volo,I{\' p laved
a ll imporram pari in forming Willi a m \ ' wor ld
view. He- noted however tha t it i .. no t enough to
know tha i Willi am ..' method w a .. typological ; "we
have to folio",' Willia m s' idea-, by rd e rring bac k
10 tfu- parur u far p;h"'IK"S o f the Blb lt' he uwd and
bs trving tl) in trrprt"t rher r mea ning o n h is
te rm ..." Garrell ha s dnne ('xan ly rhi s an d th e
qualit y of hi s study "UP IM Jrt .. the val iduv o f hi s
method. Ir, ln l"'H Brv ond Christendom is a wefl
resea rr hed a nd well wriuen work whic h brin gs
togethe r in an o rganized a nd com p re he nsive man ner
m LKh of Ihe ea rlit 'f W( lT k o f Ca la ma ndre i. ~I ill er a nd
thei, SIlHTsso rs. (;arr('11 's (onten liOlI lhat Will iam,s'
rejeclion a s a su ilor for Jane \\lhallq- co u ld have
been th e SOlH('e of hi s '\" p.1. ra lism st.'em s a bi t
e xtravaga lll, but otherwiSl' his IXJTtra it is hoth
sympatheti c and helievabl f', A nl'w bio g raph y will
nnt be Ilttdt"l! for so me time .}O

II is apparl'nl th;u RojOt('r Will iams' image in
hi slo ry has f1l1 (\lIatt't! ~real l y , T o the Puri tam
a nd Puritan hi s tOliall ~ ht' W;l' lh,' lTouhlrmaker .
" thl" bad ~uy" ; 10 mh l'r di ssid ent s a nd Ihei r de­
sct'nd a nts - B;lpt i,t s a nd Rhod e h landers - he
wa s a martyr fo r frl'rd om . T o h i\t oria n .. pre­
lXc u p ied wi lh idf'nlir~ ing d emoc ratic heroes, he
wa s th e filS l Krl"a l p lanter o f d emoa aq- in Am er ­
ica . :'\'01 IIntil th l' 1950s did a ny sort of bal anced
t'va lua lion appra r. Dl'\l'lopmt"1ll o f a more bal-
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;111('("(1 vir-....- resuhed from ( h;Ul~illg: historical a nd
lht"f,Jog:u'a l Ix·rslx-C1i \e~ . FoII CJ \\'ill~ World War II
h"lorlan~ demonsua led a U ' IH '\\'("(! m U'H'''1 in
illldlt"t' llIal hivrorv . Arth ur A. Eki rc h 1I00ed that
"rhe period of the Second Wo rld Wa r with II..

illl reavmg concern over Idealn~ic-al is..ue .. a nd
HllIflln seems especraflv 10 han' encou raged rhe
'0111(1\ of idea s." In u-n-sr an the hiv torv o f id ea s in
Amerira uaunal lv em ou raged an inlel eSI in th e
ide-a-, of Am er Ka's fn"l Eu ropea n -eulcr...}1

A ~('(c JIld lustoriog raphica l m-nd which ron ui­
buu-d 10 a 11t"....· a csescmen t Ilf ItlC' Puman s a nd
ttwlt'fol(' of Roger William ~ was th e d evelopm ent
o f IIIf' ('lI I1~t" I1S llS school of hi ~lori ng; raphl . Re­
;Kling In prn,gle ssin' hisnn iau s' l'm pha si s on lhe
1(llc' cII c(ll1 f lin in Ameruan ~' !f - i C' IY. C( lIlsc'nsus
h i \lo rians argued that w hile cllll flil \ rer tainlv
CH I UIIC'd , II was n ot so d l, is i\ (' a-, rlu- pH Igress i ,-e~

rlaune-d
R t'Ill' .....t"(1 i llleIe~1 in Ihl' P UIII ,IIl' hy Ihf'Ol ogian~

a l'>ll r omnbuted 10 the ne ..... a,,,,·\\nlt'nl . .-h eat l,
,n the 1 9~O .. rertam Iht'ologia ns ht'g:;1Il to fTlllfllC'
tht' l ibera l rheologv o f Ihc' 'MHial gU'Ix-!. "wirh i"
()pl il1l i~lil doc mne of ma ll hC'J1(t' il ~ docmne 01
hivnuical progre..s."s: T'he..e neo-nnhodox rheolo­
giam maintained thai It'ii l/: io n in ..vm- rica had
bt't-tJllll' 100 illSlilulional ill..1 a nd ",'cular: i l n n
1011Kt'f fulf illffi ih m i....ion III Ih t' world bt'cHI">t,
i l" It'ader<, '""t're mOlt' HIIlU·Tlll.. ! ,",'i lh mt'll ·.. Iltt(h
Ih;1Il God ' , . Reli~ioll\ hi ' lmian Snlney L Ah l·
' !rom nOIt'd III A Ht'Ii f!. IOIl ,\ Ih\lory of tilt' A mn ·
wall Pt'o f,lt' lhal n('fJ-olthod oll: th t'() I (J~ i all " d .....d t
"nn Ill!' III'c-<l (1I Iht' Chu llh , n. 11 ICI ma lt h IlIl llO
hall k ( II had Iwell m all hmg In 100 many (lr u ms)
hUI tel wilhdraw from rh(' ..... ( J1 l d·~ t'lnhra( t' awhllc'
aut! find iht'if. to 1("(li sclJ\TI iI, ,gmpt'l , and lht' ll
IX'lhaps 10 fulfill il s mi , ..i0l1 ,,~ ,

In 'fh t' !\ 1Il f!,(/0 1T! of ( ;(1(1 m ..l m t'TlOl , IWO­
o ll tllxlox ItlC'ol ogi.m II Ri l h;nd l\'idJUhl ar~lled

Iha l C hfls li a n, llt'c'(!l-<l III u 'a ff ilm Ihc' '>IJ H'u' i~ III \'

o f G o(1 a nd Gcxl \ wutd lh lnUl/:h " r i pl ure.\~ For
:\" id luh, ,l1ld o thel nf'O-cHlh nc!o x r1wo log:ians . lh e
I~ uri lan c hurfh pr f'''tf'lIIed ,I m. 1l1e1 o f lht' C hri..­
lia n il\ Iht,\, ho pt'd ((l \t't'" le.." "I1.I ill Amer ic-a .
c.oll .....quC'IlI h Ibt·, - fnCllsl..l nf' ..... a llt 'lIl1on o n P u r ·
itan .. in Itlt' \t'al\ IJlI.. -nl i ll~ u·!lC,,,·('(1 i lllt're"l o f
hl\ltllldll.. in P u r ilan 'Iud II''' . 8\ Ihc' lime h i,lor·
ian, 1)('~,1Il 10 rttxamlTlI' l' u ri r;1I1 li lt, a nd id t'a , a ..
a Ilu-an .. fll undel'>I,mdilU: .-\nwl it-a ' , lIu ('II('(l ual
UHltS a nd e\'aIUaling: Ill(' nil lUll' Ilf ul1l fl ill in

Am erican h istor v. neo-oubod ox IIlU'H'" in Pun .
lalh and their rheolog.. had a lrc'a(h focused o n
thC' (('1I1Ial role religinn placed in lhe Purita n
world view. T'htnugh a Ionuimu.. combinauon IIf
illlt'ilt'flUal inleles", and di",-iplillt's the-re emelged
a Ilt' ..... interpretat ion of P u ri ta n li fc'. :\"ot u miJ
hivrorianv carne 10 apprec inte tilt' rdi !i: io us na ture
of P ur i ta ni sm r-ou ld thev n .. o~nill' Ihe e..semia lh
1'lI111a n na ture of Ro ger \\'i lli ,lln , .

1'1'11\ .\ Ii l lt"· ' wIll ll'Xt'mlllifil" Ih l' l' lIl\t'lgt' lllt'
of m- ....' hivuu iral and l lwolo~ il,d 10Il(l 'l n, _\\'hi ll'
"l\Ithill~ I'lII 1Ialh . .\I ilkl tll'l allll ' 1II1 l'It 'Sled III

RO~I · t \ \'il lla m , ' (Otl llo\,'t\\ wI , 1I :\Ia"a( huv-tt-,

Whik ru-nlu-r :\Idln nor a nv o f h i.. "IICtl'''IH''
;Il .l.: lwd th:u william .. wa .. 111 (Om p ll' ll' " ,t.:1t'f·nWIII
wuh :\!.I .....H hnv-u .. 1'1lIir;lIl\ . ,lll' ~ ' 1I,l H ' rh-a rlv
, h"\I" 1l Ih ,tl lit' wac 1101 \I, d d le-I I'III fr1l111 ,11(,111 a ..

"a rlin Ill ' lnriall ' wou ld h,Hl' ll" 1M'li t' \t·. :\I ill er
11'1lI~ n i/t'd rh.u li !..I' I tIC' I llill' I1' 01 :\1:I"Mh ll'>l:' I"
It.... Willi a m s was a (;;lhi l1l,1 .uul , I P ur na n. III ,
hlc·,,1. \\ IIh :\Ia ' ''' 11 hU\I ''' \ was 1101 IOlllt'd in hi,
H'jl" lion til Purira m -m. b llt in h i, 1J1It'lIi ll~ r nm­
IlHlmc'lll 10 if. ,\ ""1'..11 ;111\1. W illi a m , believed rh.u
IIIl' pl 'oplt' of :\la , ,,,u hll\I 'lI, 8 .1\ had 1101 ....' p;:n a·
tnl 1'1l01H~h

R\ emphaviaing WiJlidlll" t·s....-n ria llv re ligious
na llllt'. h i..rona m of Ihf' 1950, a nd 19t14')s dearl)"
demnnsrralt'd tha i Willi a m , ....· a ~ a ..... \ enlt"f'nlh ­
( l'n IUI\- man w ilh <,('\efllet'lIIh,u'n1ur~' f onc-erIl S.
11(' .....a .. not a n ad\"{X'ale o l l iht-rali..m and dt'mo ·
(rat)" in Ih t' '>t.Tular n illt·lc't'll lh · <t nd l\\'ell i it'l h­
(('mury under"landinK o f lhosc' I('rm ... lI is (cm·
(('rn ....·a' nOl wi lh thi , world , hut tht' nex !. Fo r
him , a .. fo r a ll I'urilan\ , wha t ult imat ely mallerro
....'a.. sa lva lion. He diffl,tt-<l hom :\!a..S;If h u St'llS'
»lIrilall s onl y in hi s 1I111Jc>r"alltlill.ll: of Ill(' means
ftll ;\1 hit'\'i11K Ihal sa l \'a l io ll.

On lh t' ba ,i , of tlic' pO~I -I950, i lll t'r p re la lio n.
l .c·R n y :\t oOTe 's Ilipan itt· frallll' .....m l for ca legor·
i, i llg Willia lm hi"lOriograph~' i.. in valid . Such a
,i m p li fil'd lramc'worl fa ils 10 e xp rt·s.. Imponafll
d ifll'ft'1I( t's ill 1fI1erpreiaiiom 0 1 hi ..lorians ind u­
dl"(1 III :\ICJ(Jr(,·" f a leKOJH'... :\Ioore d a ssified txJlh
Rann oh a nd Paning-Ion as dt'pi( ting Will iam s as
a romalll ic hero . Whi lt' lhis is tnlt· , such a d a,sj ·
{iI,lIlon dot's 1101 ft"Cogni te a ll impona nt differ ­
t'ntt' i ll Ihe \,it'..... IheSt" 1.....0 had o f Willia ms .
Wriling- o n ly fifl l ~ ear\ a lt er thl' nalion ·.. illde ­
IX'n denn ' , Ban( roh p rai"t"d Williams' philo 'ioOph y,
hi , adHKaq' o f frttdom o f comcit'nct' and fair
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t reatment 0 1 In di an s. bu t he did nor argue thai
Willia m ... was th(' rnainsprin g o f demrx r.u ir val ­
ue-s i ll Amer ica a ... d id prog-J(· ~ ... ive histo ria n s. In
th e IK!Hh l' ur i ta n v .....ere sti ll hi~ h ly regarded and
Bancroft concurred wuh thi s a ... ...escmem. For him.
Ihf' P u ritans. nor ROl(er William.., wer t' th e pla nt ­
els of dcrnocracv in America . R~' the 19jO... the
P UJlLan image was 31 a low ebb because il repre­
v-med eliti ...m a nd n adi rion 10 an age plt"tM r u pied
with dt' rnl Mlacy a nd reform . Wri lin~ wit h in Ih lS
lat er rradiuon . Parrin gt on viewed Will iam ... a ... the
[j rvt of a lim' of libera l Ameruan rhi n ket -, a nd
pr oc-laime d Rhode lvland a nd C.on nt' n inll 10 be
the fir ...1 example-, o f "a demo, ra lic' ch ur ch in a
democraur ... tate . "~~

,.1rx lf('·... fra mework became eve-n more til l'"

leading when he g lull lx-d R dl Lou .... C.aIlt' lHlt·r.
Knowle.... ,.l ill el a nd ,.l o fgan IOl/:elhc'l a ... hi ... tor­
Ia n ... lI ...illl( a "real i ...ur -" a p p n M< h In Wi lliam ....
whih- Bnr ku ... a nd Cal le nder c{" la m ly rej rr u-d ti lt'

negative " it'w o f the P ur ita n hi ... rorians. and did
nOI claim . a s did Par rington and o rherv. Iha l Wil ·
ham ~ wa s Ihf' p la rllef of Amt'li t a n dC'mncI;u y.
bOlh iO\lIkt"d Ihe ima!{(" o f Wi ll ia m ... as a Illt"ans o f
just ifn n!{ a nd g llJTih-ing Iht" origin\ of Ilwi l rf'­
\pt'o in ' lons lit ut' Il< II·'. Jam"" Knowlf" « m id
J-X·lhap... 1)(' cla ssifi ed a, applo;u hlllg a u·ali ... ll c
evalll;uioll in that lit' wa ... t ill' 1i1 ~1 10 H'f(lg"lli/f'
Willia l!l\ a~ a dt'epl y ldigiom man_ I II' did 1101
n·c~ ni l {·. howf'~ f'I . thi' in lhlt'rul' o f W ill ia m ... · re­
ligi on Ull hi ~ wmld \'if'W a nd pa rricularly on h i ~

politiral ph llo sopln . In ligh l o f rt'Celll \( hola l-
..h ip. Know l~' COnlen llon Ihal Will iam ..' "polit i_
cal prim Ipl~ wt'Te d("(idedly in fa\'or of Ih e rill: h ls
o f Ihe I)("tlple" indica te ... Iha t Know les did nOI
l>t'nt"iv(' I/:Tt'al diffeH'nces ill \c'\"f' llIf"t"n th - a nd
n irwlel' ll lh -cen lur y co nn'rn .. a nd \'iC'WS . ~6

A reali .... if as'j.(· .....ml'llI could not OtTUT un lil
r("newed illl (" res l in ctlt'ol o g y C.lU...ro h istur ian s 10
real l1e Iha l nOI fXllil ic.... bur reli ll:ion or more spe­
Cifica lly Purilam..m was tht' rOTn("ISlone o f Wil­
lia m s' ph ilO\ophy. Onc e Ca(;tm ;lndr("i a nd " l illf'r
had aTlirulaled Ihi s. Hlhers coul d ht"g in ICI .... udy
Willi a m ' in hi s pl ope r. snelll c't' JlIh -eelll u ry COIl­
le xl. T o p lono li llu ' ;lIlY of the t',nliel stud ies as
f'xh ib ilin g: a " Iea lisl il- a p p ro.u h" as " lfxlf(' did .
confuw... ral llt' r Ihan Cla l ifie.. o ur under..la ndmg
o f Iht· rou rst" o f Wi ll ia m s hi slnlio g ra ph y.

Wil h d('\ t"!opmc·nt of ",-ha l a ppears 10 hi- a hal ­
a nced a nd r{'a\Onab)~ accurate a"'''''''''''' rn(,,111 of both

rhe Ia, I ... of William... · l ife a nd u f hi .. It'lrg:IOU' a nd
lM)lilica ll)('li efv. " lit' mU\l a, 1.. If there is ;1II ~' lh lll~

leh 10 learn abour 111IS mall . I bdlt"'T then- iv. hili
I douht that anv ne-w lIlaJOI mn-r pte-t.uinn ... wi ll
itp pt·a r lor '>OJllC' lime. Xew-h-h hivtorian ... ha ve
vhown no imere...1 in Pur uau i...m , a nd if thev
..houhi. II i .. doubtfu l that Willi arm w ill Ix' o f
m ur h mlnt'SI to the-m. l it- W;I' too indepe-nden t a
charar ter 10 beoorm- a wm bol of the o pplt,,\t·d
rna ..\(' ... a nd too humane it Chnsua n to 1)(' devig­
nared an o p pre.....O I.

Ra the-r tha n atn-mptjng addnional hi l lJ.:l;qlhi e...
OJ major new intetpretati rm.... I hel if'\t· tha t h i..·
«xian , will now r o nrentran- o n pallintlar a spt'Ch
of Will ia m s' Iiff' a nd th o u g ht . Seve ral ha ve <1 1­
readv begu n wor l.. in/( III th i.. 'eHI. Lt' Rm 'lolHe
ha .. looked a t Will ia m ..' infhu-no- 011 the idt'olo~y

o f th e American Re-volution . wh ile Ir wi n II . Po l-
i..hfXlk . Sar-van Ben ovitch and j csper Ro enmeier
have exanune'd tht- i...... ue s of 11ll' Will ia m .Conou
("OIll Hl\TT..v. :\ ~ ~t"1 110 fJ IlC' ha ' s)S1f'm;ll if a ll )
vtud ied Will iam ..' a lt it ude Inward Jndiau -, o r ex­
p laim'tl how Will ia m .. a nd hi , a ...~()ria tes SIlP­

pOl INlttwmwhe... a nd thf'u fa milies a ht"r th ("y
\t'lIled in Pro \lt!t"fl( c'Y

Two It·n ·n l hi \l m ians ha~ e ;lIguro Ih,lI \ \' i l­
lia m ... hat! lillie ("{ft'CI o n Iht· t!c,\ ,t'lopm(,n1 of
AIllt'fl<a n thuught. :"1001(' dai llwd Iha l Willi am '
had no dft'ct o n AllIt'l iran idt'olo~y' . II i... ;Ug-II­
mt'n t i ... Iha t Wi ll ia m ... · idea lo~\' wa s proh,abl)
unkno wn III Ih t· t' ll/:h lttm h «('IIlUTl bc-cau'<t" hi ,
books w('fe una\ai b h!e in :\ Illl'r ica and lI10st
a \'a ilab lt· hoC)k~ ""hirh did Illl'n llOn him w{"Ie
wrillc'lI hy P uritan s. a nd wc'J(' IIlt'r elnr (" unla\or­
a b le. Wil lia m G , ,.1( Lou~h llll , in hi ~ .... lId~ of
New E n ~la nd Rapli ... t ... . cOIllt' nded thai Rhod e
hla Jld('f ~ - ind wl in R \\' ill i,u l1' - had 110 effC'<1
on ' he lxll tle for fe lig io us blx·fly Ixoca lN' Ih t"ir
com('m IM'Tal ie~ i ~fu)led them . " Roger Wil li am ..'
e XJ-X-'T imelll "" a ~ it fail ur (" ht"C I U \ol" of th(" ina bil il ..
o f Rhcxle Islandel s 10 ~ha pe, b~ c'xam p le or t·\·an·
~e lism. Ihe desl in y e ll ht·! o f :\"ew En~land or a m '
o f Ihe OIher colon ie\ . Ilt'spw' lilt' \'a ham ellnrh o f
\\'ill ia m .... aJmo... t 110 o lle III o llon ia l ~(""" En g­
land t" 'C'1 praisc'd hi ... e XJ-X', iJJlen l. or tr ied III imi ­
tat t' 111 '" Jll;tnl ce ~ . "~ "

,.IfXII!· a nd " l r Lon~ h lm f on... ideled Williams'
naliml.1 ! infl uem t· o n l\ . A S\-..lellla IlC t'xamina lion
01 Rh ode Isl and plimed a nd m a n u \Cfipl ,0UTCh
need~ 10 ht" undeflak(,,11 10 df'lermine ""ha t mflu -



t' II(I·. if all)'. William\ had o n wventeemh - and
eighu-e mh -cen nnv Rhude- lslander c. Did he be­
come a usefu l \ )'011>01. 01 ('Melll fOT Ca llender .
Hopki m and fttl 1..11 \ . ..... .1.. he ig nored there unti l
lht' niucuen th « 'n ltl n '?

Xew in u'rllu 'l;lllllll\ o ucn de rive fro m di scoverv
or IW W man-ua l Wh ile it i .. unl ikelv rhar <jua n­
HIIt' \ of pu -viou..h un known \\-illia01 '" manu -
'I rip /<' wi ll ,ud all'. hopefu lly the- lat e Bradlord F.
S...-a trv annouued ed iuon of Wi lliam ~ ' len er s. a
plOJI'{ 1 w h u h " Ill 'inK !i:uukd 10 comp letion h)
the Rhode lvla nd II i ..tone a l So o t'l\ , w ill bea n
I01I)(-IU' 10 furt her vrud iev.
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I I ~

Love and Order
in Roger \Villiams' Writings

A~ scho la rs ge fll' ra lly rerognize . Ro ger williams
was an ea rly p ro pOlll' nt of the a bsol ute separa uon
of church and sta te a nd the right o f tree religious
conscie nce . For vigorously a d voc a ting doctrines
whose time had not y('( arrived he wa s treated as a
dan gerous radical by many of hi s comempora ries.
Ce rtainl y he des er ves to be remembered for his
sup po rt o f th eM' ideas. There is. however , also a
lesser kn o wn , con serva tive William s who held
tradi t ional a lt i tudes a bo u t the nature of order a nd
orderlv sodetv. As Edmund :\1organ has noted ,
where Williams was not concerned with th e H '­

lari onship o f chu rch and sta te hi s th ought wa s
"con vent ion al a nd sta tic." Wi IIia ms did not de~ire 10

a lter rivil and socia l rela tio ns h ips in see-u tar thing~

but so ug h t 10 maintain them , belu-viu g th at {hey
were the in srrumcms which pr e..erved order in
societ v. Within thi s ~ociety he be-lieved that love
- selttess benevolence - could a nd sho u ld cha r­
arterize relation ships between nei ghbors. Thi s
essa y exa m ines that neglected side of his thought
conremed with political and soc ia l order. It de­
scr ibes Williams' perception of proper relation ­
shi ps bel ween a n individual and agents of order
- hi s go\'ern me nt, his I)("('rs, and hi s family - a
su bjec t which ha s not previousl y received exten­
si\'t' a nemion .'

;\1y methodology has 1,,1"('11 10 us e ea rl y and late
source" interchan geabl y to illusrrau- William,,'
anuudes about such relationships. for he was

·(),w lOT,,1 c" nd j,l He ill , h, ' d ..,Mrtml·!ll "f h i..,or y ,It ,It,>
Un iver suv o f Cahtomia. Santa Barbara . and au thor 0 1
a diswr tariun NLaw and (hd~ T in Colo ni al Prm "i·
deuce" in progre ss. Mr. Brunko w ha s note d - in
correspondence wilh 'I' - IIMt it wo uld ht, illln~~t i lll':

to see a RO~I'r \\'ill jam ~ issue or R /lOdt' Island l h l/Of\'
co me our in 1976, trirent ..nnia] vear of the pubhcauon
of Gt'orgt' Fo x f), g g 'd Old of IU .I R,..ruu,t'j ,

by Robert d. Rnmkoll'·

ge ne ra ll y ccns isn-tu in th ese a reas. Hi s later wr i­
tings tend to em bellish id ea s he pn-vi ouvlv ex­
pressed. rather (han to sup p lan t th em . Hi s a t­
titudes a bo u t vxia l relanon ships are si mi la rly
Sla ted in both Key i1110 the L an g uage of A m erica
( 16'13) a nd G rOf.gt' 1'0 '( Diggd out of lus
Bur rcners ( 1676 ).2 It IS possible that in betwee-n

those work s he held d ifferent attitudes. hut vurvi ­
ving- records d o not revea l (hi s. Williams wa s also
ge nera ll y con si stent ill hi s a nn udes about politi ­
ca l beha vior fro m hi s mo ve to Rhode Is la nd unti l
hi s death . It is true that he paid m O H ' anennon to

the idea o f revolution durin g- th e Engli vh ci vil
war and Interregnum when hl" wrote to the par­
liameruarv Ior re s. Ill' was. however , carefu l to
delimit (he r igh t o f rebe-lliou a nd in the sa me
works noted th e importance of obedience to la w­
ful authori ti es. If he did not later ex p ress tv write
about the ri ght o f revolunon . he did not exp lici t­
Iy repudiate it ei ther. Where possible I have used
the scant rema in ing records to show how Wil ­
liams ' behavior refl ected hi s attitudes.

The relation ships he de scrtbcd were fam ilia r 10

hi s r o n rcrnpora ries . The)' were o f a par rta rrhal
a nd hi erarchial nature: civil and socia l inferior v
o wed obedience to lawful com mands of their poli ­
tical and social su pe r io rs. Yet superio rs had 10 a n
with resrrairu because power did not g ra il I a li ­
r-euse to he arbitra ry. The rovena m whi ch ciun-ns
drew up to es ta b lish a gover nm en t hound the



G reat pains in h-unting Ih' l ndians wild,

A nd rkr thr English tame:

Both mkr, 111 u'oods mid fOTrPJt.~ thickc.
T o ,~rl thri r 1)1('oOlH ganl(',

Pleasure and Profil , H on ou r [alse .

tT hr u-ordl's grpal Tr in it ir }

Drn -e all mnl thrOl(r{h all u'a)'e,L all, times;
A ll u-eothrrs, u-rt and d rir,

Pleasu re and Proiits l t o nour . 5U'ret,
Etrrnoll , ,w rt" and true,

Laid iiI) in Cod, WIth rquall poines;

W ho seekrs. u-ho doth pursue]

o f "st'u lt,d ~(J\t'rn llle ll l." \\'ill iam ~ ' I h f'fl log~' , h is
ob-e rvauon of the En ll:li , h ri \'il w ar, a nd exper­
it'IKt' told h im w hal he needed to kno w about the
nature o f man . I It- w a... p reocc upied wi th prese t­
\ 'inJ!; c i\i l au rhoruj fro m t' llg l()S~i n/!; and ron ren.
uo us men who \'Ilug h t 10 crea te kingdom... o f rhei r
ow n at the- '!"x llI:me o f 111'1' la rger ..rx iety , whe n
wa rnt'll th ai Rh od 'l' !..Iand ....·as In dangf'r o f losi n~

i l ~ charlt'r tx'(',w ,, ' Oll h fep lll3lio ll for d i...o rder ,
he Il'p lit'd In dkn tha i ~ lr i fe wa s to bt't' xp'l'rled
o r na lu ra l man a nd lh a t und,,'r Ihi s parll cular
~oH'rllmt' llI a( t.. o f wa n to llne ...... Olu n r('d Ut'cau...t'
of lhe ht'ady dr311~h t of rel ig ious fTf·t't1om a va il ,
ahle and tlw a lN ,IItT o f wa r. Fot good o ldt'r In

('x i~ t, 1111'11 , Will i.lln... rou nd Ih al nOl o n ly govern ·
mellt bUl al , o ~(K Jl I r ili / t'nsh ip wa s 1I 'l'('l' ,~ ~ary . '

JIUllla n na tllrl' H'quitcd 1'I\ 'il and ~ol__ ia l in sti lu ,
tIIl1l S 10 ma ima lll o Hkt. Yet. a ......hall ~. seen,
Will iam s t·\ ta h l i~ lwd h i/!;h sta ndard ... o f beha vior
for h i... ft'llow llWIl: in hi ... !eut'rs o f advice h('
WTOte· th at ol x"'l1iellfl' , IIlt'rry , hum ility, sd f·s arri·
fl(e. and 10\''1' o ll1!: h t In Ih<lTal'teri , e hu man re·
Iatl(JlI'oh ip~ . III a ... in fu l wor ld pt'opl,,-d hy evil
men, men in \'IlCit't)' cou ld art a ... i f th..-y were
Chri sl ian\ , for Willia m ... idl'n tlf it'd Ihe'>t' types o f
('onJ un wilh Chrhtia l1 ilY. OJlllpa n-d 10 hi ... Puri ·
Ia n lI t' i ~hhor .. he wa ~ moHo o pt im i"'lic about hu ·
lIlall na lUl1' in hi s inCOlui stt'1II wa y, panicli larly
when he lons id("u..t Ih (" powe r o f Im't'. lie wro te

lllag"i\lra lt' 10 I"olt·( I li\l"\ and e~ I<IH'~ o f hi s su b­
jt'n~ in a pn-cr ribe-d manner 0 1 Iac e rh e proslx 'CI
of It'tx·lIioll . The- nM~i\ual'!' had no rea l a ut horuv
to impov- U'Ii~iOll~ dog:nl;l~ 01 req ui re th at pam.
ru la r r111'~ 0 1 wor ..lll p be Inllowed . If he attempted
In \I ..mp "hu"'\ PO\',I'I 0\'1;'1 H iv chu rch. he cou ld
be It'g:II " na lt'h n-..ivted . T he I ili/f'n had to obev
onh in ..ofa r ;t~ Ih f' ma~i~lJa lf"" com ma nd .. re­
mauu-d withrn boundc 'lof'1 h\ the r ivil covena n t
and d id not illt" '''I'I'!" wnh legiumare exercise o f
teli~ioll" "tlll'o('it' IHt' . II I' obedience. however. had
10 Ix· ah'o()hll'!" to Ih l' lawful t'X'!"f( i'it' of the magi­
'trat t'\ IMJwt'L In n-lanon 10 hi .. neiahbor-, he
..hould afl III a cpirir 01 sor ia l responsibiluv . wil­
IIIIKh la\ill~ a..ide- hi .. de-..ire .. when thev confhc­
ted with rhe- rommunit .."s goal of ser ular unanim­
il\ . A famih membe-r had 10 dd'!"l to the ....-il l of
the mall' h'!"ad of Ih'!' hou..r , bUI onl) III civil
tlllll.!!;', and rhe ma ..l('r\ aeurm-, we-re subject to
governmenr re-vn-....-.

Tbe ill lt'l p l;H III obedn-nre a nd re..tratru - a
central though lI ..ua lh overlooked feat u re in Wil·
ham..' d'!'\{r iIUinn o f Older - m ust be noted whe n
101l .. i d t'llll ~ hi.. pe rre- pr inn o f th e na ture of o r­
derf v 'IX ie-tv, H i.. vie ...., nf th e n eed for o rder. wirh
il~ ne( 'I', ...a I~ r o m pone-nts o f o bedience a nd re­
strarm . arose fro m hi .. r o neeprinn o f man , a nd it
i ... fir\t 10 Willia m , ' pe-rceprton of h uma n nature
Iha t .....e tu rn . W", m,l l,' Iht'll p rocf't'd lo ron... id et
hi ~ \"I t' ..... , abo UI thl ' , lru('\ UJe a nd funct ion 0 1
KI)\'e rn nwnt, hi .. bdit·h alx>tu th e du t ie~ o f g:owr·
nOl.., hi ~ cllntep tlla li /alioll o f Iht' J!;ood ('i ti/ en ­
including o hlig:a lio m of I·i li l t·tl .... to Ih,,'i J g:overn ·
mt'lH" a nd to llwir IX't'T<, - a nd hi ... '\f'lHim eIH'
about PIOIK' I H·b tio n ..h il l' Ix ·t ....'ITn fam ily
mem ht·rs.

ROg"t·t W il li a m s was flO a llarch ist, From rell '
Kio u.. "I'l u p l«'s tw "' lIppollt'd a rdi gio\l<, a na nh y,
hel it' \'ill K tha t onl y Ih ro l1 ~ h Id i~ iou s IOIt'Tatioll
and a fret ' markt,t o f 1)(' l id~ r Oll ld truth be fou lld
a lld ' p tea d . :"t·\t,Ithdt'sS hi' ~a w the Ileed fo r
SUOIl/!; po lil ica l a nd 'tI Kia l in' tlm tio ll'" 10 prolel t
me ll h OIll tht 'm ..t'hes . ~I ,lll ....·as pa n o f "Adams
dt' !{('IIt'rau' ""1'(1" a nd h i ~ o ..... n wo rs l {'ne my . By
nat lU'I' rapat iOl1'o . lit' ~ough l wn tld ly plt'a ... u re ... a nd
.!!; Ior~' . III :" t' En g land . la nd h un ger .....a~ Ihe
mo ...1 o lniou ~~lTl plOm of man'" b.;! \{' na tu re, fo r
{'\"('n Iho"'!' pn..'>/:·.... i tl~ larRe Ila t h ..o ugh t to ar·
qu irt, mor'!" fro m poott' l fH·ig:hho r... . An a f('h \' o r
\·iol t'n n ' a .....ai lt'd Iho 'ot' who li\'t'd beyolld Ih e ... ....· a ~

,. ,.,

..
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av if low' co u ld mnve th e regen erat !:' and reproba te
ali ke wh ile othe-r Ne w En gland thinker s ronu-nd­
ed tha t it s affect was lim it ed to the reg-enerate.
Will iam s' idea lis tic alt i tu de was part icularly im ­
prar tir a l in Providence. sinu no test was g- i\'cn to

lim it se n lerncnt to th ost, o f a dor trina l p ur i ty and
un ifo rm ity who sha red a com m o n vision of th e
pc rfrtt societv and the mea ns to attai n it .'

Th is idealism th eme III Will iams' th ought can
11\ pa rt be ex pla ined by h is bel ief a nd that o f h is
Puri tan con tempora ries th at eve n natural men ­
the vast rna jontv o f people whom God d id not
c hoose 10 be Hi s sa ints - were ca pab le o f g-ood
behavior. th o ugh for the wrong rea son . Thei r
mo tive was ea rt h ly reward. C h ris tia ns we re d it­
feren t because th ey ar ted OUl o f "lear 01 G(xl a nd
lo ve to ma n." Despite making- thi s di stinction
Will ia m s indiscri minate lv wrote to member s o f
Parli ament a nd tow ns men alike as if a ll were
ca pa b le o f ar ti ng o u t o f C h ris tia n l ove . ~ Cluisuun
concerns diffeu-d from rhow of na tur al men .
Ch r isti a ns in th eir p rayers "c hiefly eye ht"a1!t'7ily
things" : natu ral me n "i n th eir pravers most co m­
monl y respect eanhlv th ings, they r-ry a nd howl
upon thei r Beds. fo r U)T/l a nd unnr: or a t the best
th e)' respect but themselves, Etc a lthough it 1* in
th e pa rdon o f th eir sins a nd satnng o f th eir
Souls ," Will iams nevertheless a ppealed to a ll as if
th t')' we re natural men seeki ng th eir mater ial
we ll- bei ng: rewa rds went to those who pra rtt rcd
"Christia n" vir tues. By losing hi s pr ide , o ne
ga ined securi ty a nd procpeeuy . By denying- hun ­
self hi s immedi at e desires, a n ind ivid ua l enjoyed
the prnsf*C1 of a better SOCil' ly in which to li ve. It
was good se lf less ly 10 II'aH' pubhc land undivided
fo r th e u se of the desti tute who m ig h t later co me
to Provid ence. Th is wo u ld promote peace a nd
prosperi ty, for a watchful deity would reward the
town for its a lt r uism. Hi s desi re for consistency
failed him a t thi s point. (or a t other times he
ma intained that C h ris tia ni ty a nd prosperit y were
in compatible ; a Chri sti an who became prosperous
would be deflected from his true purpo\(' ill lif e.
In letters of ad vice, ho wever . he did not make thi s
clear. Rather he dangled th e pr ospect of rewards
to a ll who lived ov itlv . but b)' the rigo r o f his
logi c the mort' Chri stians prospered from follo w­
ing h is advice " the further a nd further have th ey
paned from God," H e simu lta neous ly ex p ressed
co nt ra ry not ions a bo u t human nature: men wer t'

bast' a nd motivated bv sd f nucresr. \ et they wert'
a lso ca pable of propn behavior for th e correc t
n-avons. Will ia m s con-equeutlv uved borh ma teri ­
a lisuc and mora list ic atg u r nerus to pro mot (' ha r­
mo n io us a nd orderly socia l behavior : ht- was bot h
a pra g mat ist a nd a n id eali sr.e

Natu ral man , whatever hi s ca pa bili ties a nd im­
perfn l iolls, innan-lv kn ew that th ere was a dei ty
wh o would puni sh , th at an a ltt'd ife exisll'd. th a t
men needed governmeru. and th a t "Mar iagt- [was]
honorable ." T o withams "Covcrnmcnt a mi Order
in Fami he-, T o ..... ns etc . is the O rdinance of ye
most Hi gh " fo r ve peace and GO(x! o f Man ­
kind ." It is to h is a na lysis o f ma n in society rhat
we now tu rn : the inst i tu tions o f state a nd fa m ily
- d ivinelv sa nct ioned a nd nat urall y app;He!ll ­
a nd obliga tio ns a nd righ ts o f ind iv id uals in soc ia l
relarionslu ps .t

Although govern me nt wa s o rda ined by G od ,
Willia m s conu-ndcd th at its pa rt icula r form bt'
left for men to wo r k o ut as best rbev could . in
order to mee t the ir part icul ar needs. When need s
( ha nged , citizens had the li ght 10 cha ng-e their
Iorm of g-O\ellllllt' n l. Ill' left to th e "w isdo nu- a nd
prudenc e" o f in di vidual goverumer us th e o ppor­
1lI1l1t )' to develop cpo ific me ans to promot e pea ce
and o rde r. Govr-nunents 111 gene ral existed to pro ­
tnt th e pe rsons . reput a tions. a nd p ro perty 01 th eir
inha bi ta n ts. He wrote speci firal ly that th e sta te
ha d to u p ho ld thr fifth co m mandment whic h he
believed req u ired tha t one be obedien t to sup-ti­
o rs - bo th ci vi l and famili al - for p reservat ion
of order , Oovem mems shou ld pr o mote pe ace. but
Williams a ck nowledged th at violence was j ust i­
fied when used to punish di st ur bers o f civil peace,
whether indi vid ua l la w hreaker s or foes o f the
sta te itself . Nevertheless he ra u rioned tha t a right ­
CO liS wa r - a defe ns ive war - sho uld o n ly be
declared a fte r ca refu l convidcra uon. SIIl( I' war ­
maker s claimed that th ey o n ly foug-ht in ..e lf de­
ten se . In Will iams' rharacteris tic ma nner o f co m­
bining pract ical with mo ral r-onv iderarionv. he
further noted tha t the ou tcome of war was neve-r
certai n . ha st )' an ion was son u-ti tncs reg ret ted ."

The power o f goverruneru wav lim ited , It could
not interfere w ith th e rela uons hi p o f a n m di vi ­
dual and h is deit y or reg u la te ma tters o f worsh ip,
becau se th e sta te wa s founded o n ly hy humans,
wh o la cked a u thori ty in ma tter s d ivine . G od
a lo ne ruled His ch u rc-h. The sta te co u ld deal with
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WI" whose rwm{'J are hereunder written, being desirous to inhabit In

this T ow n oj N eu. Providence. do promise to subject ourselves in

act ive or passn -e obedience to such orders and agreemerzls as shall be

mad" Jrom tune to time, by the grea ter number oj th e p resent house­
holders oj this T o wn , arid such w hom th ey shall admi t in to the .m m e

[ellouiship ami privilege,

indiv idua l-, as nu-mbers of re fig iou-, groups when
~1I(h grou ps were ideutified as bt'in ,!!; p ro nt ' to

disturb civi l o rder 11\' arts suc h as m urder a nd
seduion. :\Ir m bt.. rs of such sedi nous groups as the
Ro m an Carholio, could he disarmed a nd !w re­

qui red I f) wear disti n( rive clothi ng:. In b UI o ne
other area rould govern men t deal wit h r-itize-n s as
r hurr-h m embers: it co uld g ra nt ta x ex em p tions 10

members of preferred rel ig io us grollps .~

Beyond those broa d g uide li nes ex p tess ing: hi s
views abo ut the res ponsi b ifuir-v o f government.
Will iams di d not \'{'IlIUTe. H e t'XIHeSSt-d 110 prefer­
en ce for an v panu-ula r form of gover nmen t. Hi s
own propo sal for the gove mmem of P roviden ce
no ted tha i h is p la n was temporary "un n l we hear
fu rther the kin gs ro ya l p lea sure conce rning ou r­
selves." Un der th is governme nt inha bita nu
p ledged to o bey o rders made by the majorit y o f
those given th e franchi se a s heads o f h ousehold s.
Providence adopted th is pl an . William s cxper i­
rnemcd with rhe idea of exer ung a veto r ig ht over
ad missio n of new in ha birams . bUI he appa renrlv
disca rded it. Co nsequen tly propertied heads o f
households dec ided the town's pol icies and de ter ­
mined who wou ld be ad miucd a s r-inze ns.t v

wha rever rbe Iype o f govern ment. W ill iam s
wrot e th at the mag ist rat e ha d s!,ll',i fic n-spo nvibil­
ines. a nd he st>(' ms to have assu med tha t th e ruler
led a virtuous life. T he magiv u au- had to in sure
rha t j ustice. sohriety . and cspecial lv pea ce ex is ted
in the state . To prom o te these roud itions he ha d
10 re move rest rir-r ions tha i " pi nc hed" rhe ron­
sciences of his su bjects . Williams required rha t
the magis tra te' p uni sh ins ubord ina uon a nd q ua r­
reli ne as we ll as lav-ivioucnevs. tht' h , and murder .
T he ruler (au ld use censor ship. a leg-i timat e tool
to lim it knowledge o f im mora l prac uces.! ' T he
ru le r had a lso 10 serve as a n intermed ia ry betwe-en

his su bje ( IS. interceding o n behalf o f wives. clul ­
dren. a nd servan ts when these " in feriors" peri­
noned for relief fro m mi st reat men t. An un godl y
rule-r shou ld seek to reconrflc him self wi th (;00
a nd thereby rece ive God's bless ing for th e' nation .
A ,!!;(xlly ruin should humble himself , beg for
mercv for himself and hi s subjects a nd "s ti r up
[his] people to Repe ntance: bUI not . . fo rce th e
consciences of P,.o/Jl,. to u'orstup" \\'ill iaTlls sug­
Rested tha t in ti me o f cr isis a ru ler worshi p h is
de-itv as best he cou ld and pract ice h um ility , mer­
r-v. a nd rig hteous ness: a t the same tim e he need ed
to ex ho rt a ll hi s su bjects to see -k G od a nd 10

req uest that God 's people seek Hi s intercess ion .
Whi le a m a gi strat e was n ot to impose rel igious
obli ga tion s. he was req ui red 10 enco urage the
propagation of religion.u

Magistrates th emsel ves, those fill ed to rule, were
" the Wi u a nd the Noble." The poor by defini tion­
even if spmtuallv su perior - shou ld not rule . If th e
WXlT took power Willia m s asked " if rhi s be no t to

turtle the World upside down . . {toJ pl uck lip
th e TOOlS a nd foundati on s o f all common soc ie ties
in the wo rld ... a nd to redu ce the World 10 th e
fi rst r- haos or n m fus io n?"l l

He a lso descri bed aunbutes o f a good cinzen.
Com muni ty interest . se lf -interest, a nd a lt ru ism
to gether ca used suc h an ind ivid ua l 10 o hey th e
law ful ru le o f superiors and 10 a n wi th restra int
in relati on ships wi th inferiors a nd neighbors.
O bedien ce. publ ic sp irit. love. rnercv. self-sacr i­
free . to le ratio n. a nd c ivililY m a rked hi s behavior.
The req u i re me n ts o f obedie nce a nd p uhli r- sp ir it
art' pa rticu la rlv evident in Will iams' a llegorv o f
th e shi p o f sta te, in which the ca p tain (the ruler )
r-ould nOI compel the crew (the ci u zens ) to join ill
official reli g io us o bservances o f the sh ip. He
could. ho wever. co mma nd obedience in rnauers of
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yilin~. lest ship and mariners sin k, and could
also prohibit expression of anarchical idea" on
board .

II an )' sh ould prea ch: or U'r1lt' that there ought
to bf' '10 co m m a nde rs, o r oll,ct'H, because all au
equal In Christ , th,.r"forf' '10 mailf'rl mJr ollie,.,.!.
'10 lauo.! nor o rders, nor co rrecuons nor P1U1l5h ­
",,'1115; I sev, I nr vrr denied , but m such cases.
whntf'lI,.r iJ pretended, the commander fIT com­
menders may judfl,f' . ' ''.\ I ,H . compel and ! lIm n h

suc h transgressors an'ording to their deserts and
ml"lltJ. l t

In another plan>hl' again e m p io ved the ~h ip ' \

ima~t' 10 vhow the interrelarion-hip between in­
di\ idual and state.

S O IL' In a Ship there IJ thr It 'h o fl", and there lJ

f'ach private Cabbi n . ... priva te .f{ood l"n .f{afl,,.th our
df'.~lft".S for th e publ ike and raiseth cares arid Iea rs
for thr due prevenuon of common evils. H ence,
nol to 5tudy and not to endearcur the common

ROOC!. arid to I:xf'mp/ OI H ult·f'.s from the sense of
rom mon evil. 1.\ a treacherous 8 a\ ('II('ss, a wlfi sh
Monopol y. a kinde 01 Tyra nny, and tendeth 10
thr destruction both of Ca bin and Ship. that i .l, of
p riva te and p ublike sa ft" ty. IS

Obedience wa . e\<,t' lllial , ~l f' prr\(' r \'ati(Jn rr ·
gui red il.

Williams felt COltl f)(" lIed 10 specih Ihal cil ilens
Wt"T(" obl iga led 10 pay !a xes . In a le ller 10 Prm ·i·
dence - di\'ided into Iwenly en u mt"ratffl h t"ad in g:s
- he "'p ro n "d " aRa in Iha l Rm'ern mt"nl was bOlh
o rdained by God a nd nn:essar y. a nd Iht"reb )' j us li·
fit-d 10 If'\')' taxes. H e showed Iha t fn'ernen parrici­
p3 u-d in makin g th e lax in Rhoot" hl and a nd
should 3\cept th t'i r o ..... n handiwork . Finall y ht,
noted Ihal colony n ffic ia h rt'soh-'f'd that laxes bt'
collf'Clf'd and Ih al a ll had rf'sponsibilil y 10 \ Up­
porr Ibeir go\'er nors . l i

The Chr isli a n ci, ilt'n ha d respons ib ilJlies o f a
spt"c ial na ture - 10 pra y fo r Ihe pt>ace a nd pros­
~)("r il Y o f Ihe ci \'il aUlhori l \', even if unlx-lie \'ers
n>nlrolled il a nd 10 pra" fo r con \'ers io n of h is
pt"t"rs. In ch'il IhinK\ he had to lx- (Olllt"m ""il h a
10..... ly po\il ion : sufft" ring wa s Ihe fait" of a uut"
Ch ri!>lia n. th o ugh Willia m s was nOI (umi..lent o n
Ihi s issu e, The Ch risl ian \hould follow Ch rist'.,
exam ple S("("king 10 do good 10 a ll. t'\ Ilt't"ially 10
fell ow Chrislians, bUl f'\'en 10 hi s erlf' lIlit' ''. H e
should also reproach e\'i l ..... here\'er he found il ­
IhOIlg:h perhaps causing lelllfXlrary instabilil Ya

bt'Uf'1 societ .. would t'lIln ge.l7
Suc h wa ... Will ia m \ ' dev onon 10 th e IOIl(t'PI of

obedience to lawful ci\il authontv Ihal he- ( has­
n-ed his fello w town ..me-n lor prt'\{'nllng olficiah
of ~1a ..sac hU\('Il" Sa .. - the rolonv StTklllg 10
a nnex Rhod e lela nd and invra fl a bra nd o f onho­
doxy wh ich Will i.llns a hhnrn-d - fro m appn-heu­
din~ a "lapt"{ t on u-rrnorv wh id l h.ul l)('t'lI part o f

Provnh-nre, b ill whic h a t th e request o f the in­
habitaru .. was unde-r i uri sdicucn of Ibl' H.q Co l­
o m ', fit" comp lained rh.u h is fell o w.. had vhown
routempt for Ba y o ffi, ial ... for th e l'lo u'n o ralt'
the-n dec idi ng tilt' i""IIt" o f ju ri sd nnon . and for
rown officia l... nut consu lted about this matter.
Their action wor ned peace it'>t"If.I"

Will ia ms' "uppofl 101 rivil obedn-m e was even
glt"all'J than he real ized . while he rrmu-nde-d that
the vtate cou ld n UT interfere wuh one's Jelig iou ..
hdit'fs. he se \ere ly u·\trictf'd tbe ra ngr in which
nne rnuld ext'rcist, h i.. ht'{" cOllo;(it'nu', TIlt" ind ivi ­
dual must ubt,y' rivil Ia wv, thmt· l OlUt"I IWd with
hodit,.. a nd guods. a .. opposed 10 It'ii g ioll s la w..
w hir h deah with mam-r.. o f wor ..hip and '\( IU I.

Pu t a nothe r way , lht· indi vidua l m u..' o ht·y laws
o f th e seco nd ta ble o f the T en Com ma nd me ms ­
com ma nd me nts liv e through len - whic h the
,Iale had aU l huril~ 10 t"lIforce ; Iht' illdil'id ual was
frt't" 10 obseru' nJlnmandmt'nts of the fil\l table ­
(Jnt' Ihrough fOUl - as his conscienct" d lClalr-d
wilhoul imerff'retl(e from the slale.l•

The di\'ision b!:'IWttll t",o t~' ~)l'~ of law "".1'"
nnnplelt' in hi ... own m in d , b ill hi s readt'ls rna \'
nOlt" lhf'i r Inl t'TJ)("nt'lral io ll . He prot laimc 'd Ihe
ri ~h l of ..o u l libt.·tl y. bUI circum\( l il)('d il wllh a
rt'ading: o f Ihe st'{'( lJId table of lilt" l) t"{ al ofo!:lI t"
whi rh ins ured Ih~11 n ile (ould nOI a'~'lIl lt lif t" .
!lrnpt"tly , or J il t" hlltl lll to supe rio rs ill Ihl' Ilalll t"
o f Gnd. In th t'Olo joO', flt"l'dom of co llScir t1ct' did
nOI a pp ly 10 dOtlrinn ...·hi(, h , h rea le lJ(-d ~:ial

o rde r; II d id nOI a ppi)' In reli g io u \ p t<lfli t t"s
wh id l o ffended conn"m iona l mora li ly, Wi ll iam ~

admn", ledged thaI he ..loud fo r "'Iha l Krand cau\('
o f Trulh a nd Fn:n ln m of ConscIence.... fu llY' be­
hennR thaI Ihere wa ... one llUlh which in civil
Ih ings eac h pe rson undt'Islood b~ tht· IiRh t o f
na l u re and eX pl' t1t'nte, bY' education . a nd by' good
exa m p les.2il

lit, could not COTl(d \,(' Iha l a n ,leI n Jlhidt"rt'd 10
1)1' Ollt' o f rf'li g:inllS cnl1\t'it' nce could It'Kilimatt'ly
(hallt'll joW lh t' Ilalural order o f s(Kit·ty; ht ' felt Ihat
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Q uaker ....hould he- punished for refU\i n~ to ..ho w
d ue deference to thei r sOI ia l superior.., eve n
though they r- laimrd that their behavior had a
re lig ious ba sis. Personal subjectivism had 110

p lace in Williarn v' perception o f wha t cnns fituted
legi uma u- bt..havior . U lumau-lv. however, h is
sta nda rds of be-h avior provided the to uchstone
aga iml which all be havior was judged. Q uak ers
were guilt" of ins u bordi nation lo r failing 10 rt-n­
del "ha l honor" to superiors . hut Will ia m s in h is
ow n view was not guilty of insubordination for
challen gm g the aurhor iw of civi l leaders of Mass­
ar husetts Bay, tho ugh thev prosecuted h im un
thi s ground , He vupported disfra nc hisement of
Josh ua verm whn pr even ted h is wift' fro m auend ­
ing Wi ll ia m s' reli g io us st'rvices o n the grou n d
that the wife was de- pri ved o f her riglu to sou l
liber ty. though cu hers couu-nded th a t 1I 0 W th r­
h usband 's right of re ligious ronsrience a nd the
fi fth co m ma ndment welt' viola ted. Will iam s wa s
apparen tly sa tisfied that the ma n 's co nsc ience wa-,
in rr ro r and needed to be co rrected - even those
guided just by ti lt' ligh t o f na ture knew rhat Ih ey
o ug ht nor to rest rai n the rig ht o f worship. L ike
h is Ba y' Colon y pt' l'\et' u tnrs he u p he ld th e a uthor ­
it y of c iv il power 10 p u ni sh a n er rm g con­
science."

To civil a u thor ity a ciu zen d id not O W L' abso­
lu re obedience. wilhams ackno wl ed ged the riglu
o f n-sis tano- tho ugh he did not stress i t. H i, mao
jor ta sk in the new wo rld, after a ll. was to Pt'"
se rve hi s wi lderness com mu ni ty' from r n lla pstng
before the blo ws of n-be ll irrus m en , He , as wel l a s
n umero uv o the rs, es poused a roru ra rtua l theorv o f
sta le wh ir h contained an implirit right of rebel­
lion . Ci uzens. accordi ng to th is th eor y, crea ted th e
sta te 10 "t'rw' the ir inn-recr s: Ih ey had the r igh t If)
bring it do wn if i t vio la ted th eir cha rge or rt'si stt'd
th ei r effor rs 10 cha nge it to meer new circum­
stances. Ci un-ns had a ri gh t 10 o ppose a tynun.
H e did Il IH d l'vl'!o p full v th is arg unwllt exce p t
where civil authority th rea tt'lled G od 's ch ur ch . In
the a llt'gory o f the "sh ip o f d lluch" which was the
c hurch o f Ch ri s!. ht , ad vocated the l ig h t of rebl'llu)lJ
wh en a ru le r sough t 10 di n '(( churc h a ffa irs : th e
"ShIps Comparl"'j [o ug htl to rdust' to an in sm h a
courst', yea a nd (in case power ht, 1II tlw ir hand~ )

res ist a nd su ppn 'sse tht'sl' da ngerous pmUlu's o f
th e P ri'lu and Ill S follower s a nd so save ttlt'
shi p." Will ia m s d id not (ou lHt:"na nct' rt'he ll io n

aga ins t a ruler sim p ly be-ca use tht' ruler was nOI a
Christia n if that ruler adequate ly performed his
civil recponsi hilu ies . To 1)(" su re a fo llo we r 01
Christ stood o n a hi g her spirit ua l pl ant' tha n did
a non -Chri st ian r n ler. bu t a sauu was sti ll nh li ­
gau-d to obrv law ful comma nds o f a su pe rior ,
th ough he bea sin ner. Will iams. then . wa .. a
poli tical ron servan ve a mong Puri tan s since he
believed th at rel igi o us ronvirtions of a ruler
ough t n ut 10 be' cons idered justi fication fo r rebel ­
lion , He stressed the need for nbedienr e ra ther
tha n fo r rebelfion . God requi red obe dienr e: 10

render u nto Caesar h is due - subm iss io n, re-spec t.
a nd ta xes - was to 01)('Y' C od's wi ll. In c iv il
thi n g s. God's sword and Caesar's sword were o ne
fo r promo tion of "Chastitv, H umonitv , ('lc." ~z

In deal ing wi th h is ow n com mu ni ty, W ilhams
sough t o ther mea ns th an reb-Ilion 10 fo ster o rder ­
ly a nd rt"prJ!ls iblt· govem men r. Pr o vi dence was
par uc ularl v vu lnera ble 10 polinca l insta hiluv
IX 'GIlI '" i t was veub-d by contcn uous peop le who
dri fted into the com m uni ty afu-r leavi ng ot her
pl a ce.. where tlll'Y n-Fused to temper their n-hg ious
convict ions , S ince n-lx-Hion or pn lalila tio rl o f th e
comm u ni ty in to poli uca l fact io ns well' im m in ent
po -sibiliue-, that co u ld destro y Providence. Wil ­
liam s ronwq ue mlv \ou~ l lt 10 Io ster a spir it of
consensus. As a ba sis for com m un ity ar uon ro n­
seuv us was not uniq ue to tum . :\I ichael Zuc kt-r­
man ba s fo u n d th e prin ci p le in lISt' in co lon ia l
Ma ssachu setts - in a sne it,ty in whi ch c ivi l au­
rhoritv was weak , law a nd order cou ld lx-st be
mauuai ncd through peer pressur e: a dec ision
reached af ter consu ltanon a nd compro mise by the
pol i tical rom m un itv cou ld mor e read ily be en­
fo rced because it reflern-d th e popular will . Wil­
liams rhuv sough t uuanim u v thro ug h a rb itra tio n
a nd r ompromive: rhi s p roc edure for goverm ng
inhi biu-d deve-lopmr-nr of a n arbitrary l u ll" based
upon th e whim o f a sim p le polmcal maj orit y. H e
d id no t, ho wever . shu n ttl(' use o f socia l p ress ure
10 t.' IK(Jura~t' dt.''>i ra ble aet i\·il y. If d foTts at
reach in g co nsens us fa iled, he an t'pt ed the p ran i·
r a li tY' of permi tt in g d ivngelll deme nts to >;(,ct'dt' .2l

In Civil aHa irs William s bt'lieved tha t Ihe in­
transigen t pUT\u it o f uu th ha d 10 bt.' lempt'red by
a sp iri l o f comprom ise'. Proud of hi s eflo Tls to
a('hi evt' a M'nsf' o f "one ness by ar b llra li o n ," he
poilllH:! to h i, accep talll't' of a land se ttlemelll o f
which he had not fully approved , Tho ugh not its
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autho r. W ill ia m s su bscribed to an agreemeru of
1&10 which anempted 10 10IIiI)' th e wstem of ar­
burauon . According to Ihl\ compact the towns­
men would '>t"1t'C1 a cc mmi nce whi ch had author ­
il y In demand that ccmending partie.. each choose
a rbnerv In \t"1I1t- the ivsue in question . 'The com­
miuee- had th e power ro appoint new arbiters if
the o ngma l arbiters could not re-..olve rhe dispute.
H lili~anh refused ro st"1«1 arbuerv . the rornmu­
IN' rould make irs own selection . xeuher Wil ­
liam.. 1In1 rhe to....-ns men expected rhi s procedure
tn atrtve at a standard 0 1 ahsoluu- ju ..nre, rather
rhe-v f'XIX'1 ted it 10 produce- a derivion with wh ich
lilt' ronu-ndtng parries could live . Periodir-allv
Williams SllKj;{I'SI('d that arhiter s hi· r hown 10
M'll lt· SPI'Ii(1( diff('l t"nces a nd Iha t new arb iters be

appointed if a ll impasse deve-loped. Al orher umes
lit' cal led for publ ic fo rum .. and npe-n d isr-u....io n
nf blating j·"ut'S until a com promi«- cou ld he
reached . If an agreeable soluuon could not IX'
found . he sUKKesrt"d rha t the i....IIt· tx" dropped
rather than pursued OIl the ri ..k of Iosrenng dis­
co rd.:'

Williams reco gn ized th e IXlwt"r of public opm­
ion 10 inlhlt"ntt" behanor and \t"f'm.. to hase per­
cl'hrtlthat ..hamt" ....·a .. a buor in dt"teTmining
bdla\ior . The'>t' perceplion .. aboul lx'has'iOT are
app;lTf'rll in an agTN'ment Ihal he and OIheh
made in whil h they re<,ohffi to ;11 1 wi th dl'Curum
whill" rnf't'lin~ 011 town hu ..inl' ..... \ ·in )a rnr......·o u ld
Ilt' " p u b lickd)' dNlarffi, h ralllh-d Is l i ~ma ll zrtlJ and
nOlt'<1 upon Rl"Co rd" for thdr ITan..gTe ion ~ . On a
mOIl' IIt'r\onal It'\ 'el a londy W illi ,ullS ·ro lt" a
It'llt·, to tht· to ..... nsmen of War wil k and Pr m 'i ·

df'nn' ill w hir-h he entreated them 10 1)f'I~uadt" hi~

w ife IU JOin him in London . If nOI auempnng to
in~1I11 a ~en\t" 01 sha me III h i~ ..... ife , hi ' at lea ..t
sou!!:hl 10 make her su bjec t to the moral sua sio n
01 her ptTTS.n

If anempr.. 10 reach ronv-nvu.. failed . Will ia m s
recommended separation of rhe- rommunirv as a
la ..1 It '·,oll . Providence wune..sed a j e-rperual hanl e
OH'r la nd o ..... nership and ri~hl\ of inhabuanrs. In
an ea rl y divpute one Iac lion we eded from the
town . pla( 'in~ itwl f under the j uri sdir rinn 01
:\la ..\illhu"f't1 s Ba y. William .. did nor '>f:t" l to pre
vent rh i.. a nd , av ea rl ier noted . ,IIO 'ptrtllhe r ev-
..ion a t lea ..t unul th e P ro ree to rat e ruled o n the
q uevuon . The to wn was lan-r n-unired . In n len -
..ioll\ over land ow nersh ip a nd l iti tt' ll..h ip co uun­
ned. T o ..olve the problem he vo lunteered to a ssist
in llll" pun ha ..e of land \f) that ;1 ne- ....· r ommuni tv
r ou ld he Iormed by' tho<,t" , ind ud in g him~ lf , who
\UIII)()Jlt'd a " ho m estea d po hr v" m ru e generous
tha n thaI desired b..· a SI~lII "ralll fl.:HI of the
10WIl _ H e-re- , il seem.., he med to recreate h i.. ea r­
l ier an of separat ion from rfu- B.IS Colonv. The
p lan failed . W ill ia m .. never repudiated the pnn­
ci ple- of ceparauon . bUI the- r lear dileC! ioll o f his
ad\-il!' I)(linted 10 Ihe goal of cun 't(·nsu ...!t

Fur thl' good of lhe ....-ho le. ind h'id ua h had 10

rep ress Iheir privale illl('reslS. Compromi'>t"s had
10 lit, llt"J:;Olialed for the ~I'neral gOlld . :"e\enhe-
k .... -.e]f·III It"rt"st .....ould IX' rt"ali/ed a.. tht" commun­
i,,· \1Il\'iwd and pro..pen"l1. Rt'Hm d Ihe'>!' crass
u lll ..id( 'Talions Willia m s snOlt" of a noblt'T blind
wh ich .....ou ld hold soci(' ly 10Kt,tht' r, a Ixmd of
1m t'oGfltx! l i tizemhi p a nd !!:()(xl h Ullla ll rela tion ·

But from rhiJ G ran t, I infer, (a J before ha th bt'ell touched) that the
SOl'eraigne, original/, and fm m dati01I of cil';1/ power lieJ ;1/ the

people, (w ho m they nW.H llads meane by the civil/ power di...-tind

from the Gm1emment Jet ll f), A nd if .50. that a Peop le Hla)' errcr and

establish u·hat forme of GOlIermne1lt JeemeJ to them mmt matr for

tht'tr CH'i li C01ldit icm: It is evident that .w ch GOl't'mmentJ as art' b"

tht'm erected arId e.~tablished, hal't' 110 more POU't'T, nor for 110 IOll!!.er
tl-",e . ,herl tht' cWIIi powt'r or pt'ople ("(m u n ting (wd a!!.reel1lg .~ h a ll

betrwt tht'm w it h,



chr p-, III g:t' nn;!I t" ' 1'1l't! whe re lov e and humiluv
flou ri shed . The,e qu,.lilll" would de-le-at pride. the­
( a u \(" (If 11 11111'1111011. 1.11\ 1' wa-, the romple-ment 01
oht"l.li ell( .· 10 lhl' law: " lilt" cu m me and SlIb,ta l1n'
01 lilt' 1.atl' " love, and Ill' rhar wOII I..", hy the ruk­
01 Im't' toward all m"', (.\f lj~H I Tfl If'.~ a mi .W b}N /.I)

he hath li ~hlh a ua inr-d Ullin wha l llll' t .au- aime«
;11." 'Lhe ' In' II~ l h of 10 \1' W;I ' suc h that it could
ple<,('l\e " I"-;I(t' and Libe-niev" o f ,\< l(il"l y' and wa -,

o f vuc h rJM g:II IIUdt' rhat u cou ld hlll ~ O1n' l soune-,
0 1 d iv md mro the "C r.H I' o f Oblivion .?"

Willl.IIIl' bel ieved tha i IIlt'H \ hk e Iml' vhou ld
(('ml)l'1 human relauonvh q». In addrt'" mg: the
town -nu-n o f Pl n \ide(ltl'. lit' ex pres-ed the {U.. IO­
mar v alliludl' lhal rh.. low n ha d ..or ial o bl i!';a­
nnnv. hUI ~J(' advised rh .u " WH y sh ou ld moderate
th es e lawful Inpon\lhilirif's. T he town gover n ­
1Il('I11 vhou ld ()\ erl (I('I1.. the legal slipub liollS of a
wjll when lhO\(' pro viaon-, crea ted hardvhrp for
~ lln i \ or'; in th i.. wa y rhe- cpi ri r 01 the will a .. wefl
a .. JlI'IIf(' a nd merc v would pr evail . li t' recom­
me nded rhar the 10Wl1 tak e lip Iinauoal rt'''JXm-
..ibiliue-, o f supporung a "d i..tracted" woman .
Thi .. wa, onh jU'>I : Cod wa .. ' 0 mt·rl if..1 lO lh t'
IOwn Ih;([ il , ho u ld tendt' l mercy in ~Iati lllde ,

\\'ill ia lm ,IP I.'a )('d to a \t'II'>(' of alt ru i,m : he a l<ol l
a ppea lt'd 10 ,t'lf iOlt'H'"'' Ib /lther o f hi s SlI~a;n­

l io ns indi caled , ">OCial (OIlCt'fll a nd nUTlIllu nity
\\· t'lI-ht'in~ Wt'lt' hnh'd . OUI of llal('rna l n )f1cetll
ht, s u.~~e~H'd Ihat Ih e (()wn look mor (' c1()'ot" I~- imo
afb in of an orphan undt'T il \ can', for Ih(' o r­
phan ', fianet' wa .. o f 'lith ;t qlll"slinnahlf' OOrk ·
ground Ih;1I 1110..1 part'Ill " would Ix- 10!lrt"1I1ed if
Ih('ir dau~hlt,,, wnt" ht'llOlhrtllO him . Town...mt·n
\hou ld I"lahl i~h Iha l tlw man \"'a ~ rl"fOllTl t'tl and
thaI he wa' nnl en.c:"~t'd III n llH'r WOllle ll , " Int ,hI '
ma id a lld olll\t' lvt' .. H'llt' lII whe n fll l't'ly ha th Ill"
fa llen hl'l . <lml a jll" H'IH()(lf a nd dl 'U.c:.o~ Iwfall
OU"e1H'... ." On a hu~n ",-ale he rt'(jue\lt"l.l lhat h iS
fdlow IOWll'>men ke('J) llndi\'ided I>;Hl " Hf lhe
(om m o n ' 0 Ih.. t lal t'l dt'<,liIUll' immi g:lalll '" mi J!:hl
r('(e i\ (' land fOT Iht'i r 'INt" ll<l1lt e, fOI C (x! would
nOI o ..er l(ltll.. ' u{-h ml'tq o 2 ~

W ill ia n" (Ofll endl'd Ih.1l lo le ra lio n o f d i\-t'I .c;t' n l
te l i ~ ioll' l)l·lid.. and CUllltH" \\'a .. a IlW,Ill' 10 p ro ­
mo lt' (-j\il ;tnd \0( ia lmd.·r. Rdi .c:i oll ' to lna lioll
IIlll o ll ly ha d tllv ine sa llclioll bllt iI' It" III" Wel l'
h('llt'lifial ;t~ \\'ell : ( ; ( 1(1 fO l bade tOI'f( io n of rdi­
Kioll' hdid.. , i l1('e lht· t orning: of Chl i'l . and 101·
eralion prmnoll'd JX'an°. Rf'(-em hi ..lory pro\'ed

that rul er-, who so ught 10 im pose re fig iou.. d oc ­
tTl nt', o n rheir mbj("( " un ly ca used di crupuon of
"Civi fitv and all O rdet . " R..· removing r oercion
from rdigion . Will ia m ' b -Iieved tbar violenc e
wou ld diminish : IH' H'al ilt,d, however . tha i '>Ixial
tens tou-, would 1I1(fI'a ~I' 0 \"1'1 the- "mailer of R r ls­
g lO" and n m_\(I('7ICt'." ~1rmben 01 families rrugbt
dispute. Fvr-n wive... whu in ci\i l affa ir .. vu brn it ted
10 Iht'il "'po n..~ " wit h all wi fe lih' Ulbml.l.Slon
and affeeuon" could r halh-nge their husband '..
belief v and ...e k 10 "-.l \(' them. Similarly ...-rva m ..
might a lKIII" with rna ..lel '>. children with parent s.
a nd , u bjl 't l'> with r ulerv. III Ih i, armocphere or
Iermem Chri!ot ', dOC:lr illt ,,> would pm"lx'r . PH" '­
idell(e was fo un ded 10 pe-rmit rhr- ("XI'H i,t' of reli ­
gious l reedom. and ROKt'r Will ia m .. a pplo\-'in,gl)'
recorded how rhe- tow uxnu-n handle-d j ovh ua
Ver in , rhu .. upholding rbe doc uill" uf rolera non.w

Tolerat ion . he ronu-nded . should hI' extended
10 j e-w... T o hi-sure Ih .,\ ....'e-re- deic ide" and " the ir
known I lIdmu~ 0 1 imic hin~ themwl ve.. ill a ll
places where rhev curne" made them unattractive
nei,ghl)f}f!>. Slill rhev \\-{"II' (:00·... dlU,,'n people
and shou ld bf' lo lera ll'd Hll Ihi ... ar('(lImt . :\ policy
of lo lel;ll ion . in addi lio n , would alOIl(' for EIlJ!: '
la lld '~ I't"'l'(luion of lbt'1Il and p r0ll10 lto pTOJla ~a­

lion o f lhe (;os!x'l anH lllK them . ,h ' IIK!!:esled
ahtlvt' . Ro ma n Cal holi(, ...hould IN.' lu lt'raled a ..
well . "iO IOllJ!: as Ih,,\ dit! fUJI imerfere wilh Ih('
leg- i l ima lt' 0lx'ralion 01 ~()\'t'rnm"IlI , :\O

Dt'alin~ wilh g-roup' mmide hi , "X'l(' I~. Wil ·
liam.. a l...- I co un '->t' led wlt'lalion . In Ihf' /t.'",. he
e mpha ...ued th(' .. jrllu·" IIf Indians, findin g- Ihal
Ihey lin"d up 10 , la ndaHl'> o f ht'ha\ior which
Eurupl'an, t("Ka rded a s I ivil and CllI i,lian bUl wh ith
ht' hel int"tl Europt'a ll' violalf'd. Ii i, Il'w ui lit i,m s
were dilt'I It'd a~ail l't Iheir ttad l ll~ PI;lltil es a nd
Ihelr pridl' . ....,h i{h of cout'f' no hUlllan could es­
cape. R\-' ti l(' lim(' h t" WIOU' G,.on~,. f'0 1/,. he d l'­
,nibt-t! Itll' allribul(',> 01 Ind ian ... o n ly 10 ..haml" hh
cOllnlJ~nWIl imo ci\ il hl'ha\,ior b~' admoni shing:
Ihem Ihal t'\ t'll Indlalls Ilf'han'd 1x'1It't than did
Ih n -. b erltually ht' wrntt' thai Indi ,IIl" \\'Oliid hen ­
efit fro m adoplinK EUHlII('an ci\'ililalion . 11(' fell
Iha t Illf') wou ld be more hkd) 10 find Chl i" al
Ih i ... " lll Kht'r" It'\ l'! of Ikn'lopme lll , W ill ia m s'
a tl ll lldt, ,> lowa rd ;'I;a tin' Anwr ica n .. I~H'n IX'ca me
innea ..inKly hmt ile . En'tl wll b Ih i ... I hange of
au ilut!t'o huwI'\"l'r, hI' did nm !>t'el.. to im pose En!!: ­
Ii, h so r ia l and rdigiOlJ" "iIandard.. o n lhem: al ttl!"



AwaHi sh
~ I a llapsh yOlt'g:

T o..- kc lun naweln

Keen netop?

Peevaush 11(.IOP
P(.til('('!\

Klliln unni

Kll n IlUIIIlOU!\

Taubot mequaun.
namean

or a uool lwa nawavea n

' r a UOO IIlt' a u uana mea n

It 'a rm r )' 011.

Sit bv thr fIT I'.

lI 'hat ,\ay you!

It 1,\ yo u [rirnd.

Cnme hither Inold,

Come 111.

Have \'(JlJ .I Ff" /(' nu'!

I lun -e srrr W1II,

L thonk you lor yOUf

kUHI remembrance,

I thank WHi.

I thmlk ,·ou for yo u r lo re,

• ,.

tl1.IIIt'\1 o f Xarraga u -eu In di an s h e ,Il lin 'l )' "u p­
porte-d th e-ir 1)('1IIion 10 rhe Pron-rtorate "t hat tl u-v
mig fu not be Io m-d fro rn thei r rel igion ." He re­
cogn iu'd the Iegi ll m,u y of :-\ariw AnU'lil'a n c u i,
UHt'S, as is eviden t in hi .. land rra nc« rion-, with
India ns. He ack nowledged thei r rig hl In the- la nd ,
In dealing wi th the-m he did n OI knuwi ngh lak e
advan tage of the m: he Healed o nlv wnh k!i!: l1­
imate <;.;Icht'm\ and did nor reson 10 un-« ru pul o u- ,
tal 'lic\ to acquire la nd. He, Indeed. \igolOtI ..ly
PIU(('\U-d whe n so me of hi s neighhOl\ Ihrough
mr sre-preser ua tton \l )IJ!(h l 10 defra ud Ilt'igh bo rin!l;
Ind ian s uf land not onl v for pt.·l\onal ga in hut for
ti lt' be nefit o f Providence a .. ....'e11. In a n a ng q
h-ttet to Ma ....arhuwlt\ Willia m.. a lfimu-d his be­
lid in the legi lim ,lly of In di an gm'ell l l11('1ll as he
anac ked the dfor l\ of N ipm uc Indian .. 10 evcape
their tr ibura rv ..ra rus to Na rraganwn Ind ians by
pl at in g rh ernselve v under the jurisd iruon of th e
8;.1\' (',nlony ; l ht,~ lht'n mu ld ha n ' lIlt' En gl i..h
\oid lhei r PO\i lion o f ..ubordi na lioll . Will ia m s
wrole 10 Ihe 8a" go,ernmelll in su pporl of :":arra ·
Jl:a n..ells' cla ims n f \uprt'rnacy and "fold("(! il for
be ing pa ri o f a n a Ut'mpl 10 o \'eTlhrow a leJl: i li ­
mil lt' gmern me lll : '" a bhor mO\ 1 of lh t'ir { USlo m\;
I know I ht"~ ar e b.uha rou... I ft"spt'( 'l 1101 ont' parl ~

mo rt' lhan Ihe o the l , bur ' desire ro willlt's\ 1T1I1h ;
a nd as I desir e 10 w illi e.." aga in "l oppl e.... ion, ..0,
ahu aga ins l the slighling of civil, yea , of ba rbar '

lH I .. O1Cil'1 a nd gO\('l lIlI1e lll, a .. H'''I lt'l ll llg {'\t' ly

..hadow of G od 's g l;u io u .. appoimme-nt." Though
ht, rone ludcd lndian -, welt' ba rba rou s. rheir in..n­
union .. c'alllt' Irorn GIMI and 'inn'l! lit .. pu rpo ..(" o f
bling-ing onk-r a nd !M';ll t": the fir\1 Anwri f <l lh a nd
Ilwll wav o f lif t" ..hou ld be lol el a rt,d ' l

Willia m.. t'xl>('( red prupk III ..oc ial relau o n -

..h ip" 10 evhibi r der orou-, conduct . FOI h un a
\olal ..alurauon and a ki .. \ ....-ere prope-r rue-an.. of
It'\I>('( rful g-tttting . J;llhe l rha n lil t, Q ua l.t' r prar­
li( t ' uf ..ile nee and the " S ('11-' U'o\, o f f('('ll1I ,~ and
~rablm,~ the hand ." .\1 0I t' imponaur lv flI ll' nUI..t
;11 kn owledge I" gt·..mte and WOld hi .. If''' ' >( '( I for
\IHia l tX'll ef \ . Scr ipuu e commandcd rh i.., and th e
" I. igb l of Rorlm w lI.1 N at ure" re-vea le-d u. for e-ven
Indian , ..bowed 1l'\ 't'I t'IUl' 10 Ihei r 1/1 11- , ,,. 11 (' de­
manded tha i aPPlfl p ria le rule.. ht, ;Ipp!it'd 10 Olll" \

a ....oc ia tev as a ..ig n (I f r("\ I>t'c l. In h i.. k rtt't .. he
c<l rel u lh addrevced rt·n pielH" accnr d illl( to th e ir
" (;I l ion~ in life. Fa illll t' 10 !!: ra lll a IM'I..on h i ~

prnpt'! due W;I" a "Igll o f pride; till' u 'l!u'(h wa ..
"'tlltM.1 t'ra le re"n a in l im el i'lIni\hinl( 01 ltW'i.t' in­
ci,i lilies OhoulI;h pIt'lt' nelm!!: COIl\l IC' llC e ) ' ....·h ieh}
i.. a.. fa r fro m Pt'I 'iot't Ulio ll (Plo l* l l \ ..0 ca lltod ) a ..
Ih,tl il is a nUI\ a nd com ma nd (If ( ;I MI 111110 a ll
nMllki nde, fir\1 in Famiht' .., a nd tht' lIlt · ilHo a ll
lIla nkinde Soc ie- lit·..." I'ropt'r d lt' .... Wil" ItllpOllalll ,
;I({"{n d in!!: to hi m , a lld u..e of "O ll l;l lllt'lIl\ of Ga l ­
111('111 " juslifi t'(1 tM 'c'all M' il was pa ll of Iht , va rie ty
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of Gotf!> world and shou ld in still admiration for
God's r-rea rio n. Dress of it self was m'ressar v for
o bvio us bur un expressed reasons which ar e ap par­
ern ill Will iams' com pla intrha t Q uaker s were
g"u illy of "s trip pi ng Mark na ked the-ir M t'tl and
W Ot1!N I and Mmdens a nd pa ssin g al ong in pub­
lick places a nd Sneers unto rhe Al,\f't1!b lyf's of
Men and Youths." Act s of modes ty. refinement.
and suhm iss io n wert" a ids for the manuenance of
o rder. TIll'Y co r uinual lv rem ind ed on e of his just
pl an> in ,>o<iely a nd r her-ked lasci vious impulses.
Ci vil cond uc t was uni versal obli gation . even
among natural nu-n . and stan da rds for it were
based on En gli sh manncrs.w

One 's famil y was a miniature of the sta te in
Williams' view . Obligations which nne had to the
stare and behavior each person in the state owed
10 hi s Ietlov..'s shou ld a lso characterize relation ­
sh ips wij hin the family . Marriage was a voluntary
in sutuuon in which the hu sband had no right [0

coerr-e hi s wif e [0 change her conscience. A be­
lieving husband, however , oug h t 10 encourage his
wif e 10 convert and save her sou l: the wife had the
same o p por tuni ty. Williams accepted divorce as a
remedy when di scord over religious conscience
became unbearable ."

williams believed thai " the Sex of Women is
more Iifled and framed by God for a Covering, for
RrllTt:dnr.H and keeping ar home and for "'fodt'5t y
and Bashiul lness." Women had the duty 10 in­
struct child ren, to educate other women - espe­
cia lly younger ones - if called outside the home,
and 10 wi me ss for the truth when persecuted .
Scripture . nature, and experience proved that
women were weaker vessels. Though God occa ­
sionally set such rulers as Queen Elizabeth over
men or gave certain women spec ia l religious
powers, these were excepucns and did not upset
the natural order in w hich w omen w ere nOI fil to

engage in such "Man ly Anion s and Employment"
as preaching . A wife shou ld suppor t her husband:
Will iams expressed no disapproval when he re­
ported thai J oshua Venn's w ife willin gly arrom ­
panied her husband irnn exile. Regarding hi s
o w n wife's freedom. he noted that he had written
to her advi sing he r of th e dangers involved but
requesting that she join him in England . Sh e did
not come, Severa l month s later he wrote to his
townsmen seeking their Intercession ..virh her
since the dan ger s o f passage rer-erulv had been
mit igated . As for children , he sa id lh l'y sho uld be
obedient 10 their part-Ills and noted hearing Qua­
ker children addressing their paren ts by fir st name
and accusing them of lying: suc h children de­
served 10 be severely punished . Will iams' famil y
scheme. then , was patriarchal . The wile .....a s of
limited ca pac ity in rivi l things, but in mailers of
the so ul she was her hu sband 's equal. Pauiarchv
wa s not the sa me as abso lut ism, however . sinn"
inferi or s wuhin lilt' family could appeal to th e
state for relief of grievances.u

Among Puriran s th e family was fell to include
servants. Williams did nor have much 10 say
about indentured servants, though tit" did co ns ider
putting out hi s daughter to a neighbor. H e did
briefly consider the nature of involuntary servi­
rude , a co ndincn which he de scribed in terms of
service rather that in terms of caste, In hi s onl y
extended commemarv on the matter he observed
that sla ..'erv was a solution for the problem of Indian
war captives. He gained possession of an Indian boy
tak en during the Pequot War. He noted that snip­
lure wa s not dear on the matter . bUI if punish­
rneru rather than death was the cap nv e's lot , then
perpetual slavery might be suitable . Still . since
the purpose of captivity was 10 deprive the enem y
of all comfort . once peace was restored the captive
might be freed after having been duly disciplined

Families are the foundation s of a go vernment,
for what is a Commomuea!e, but a Common­
urea!e of Families agreeing to live together for
common goodt
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a nd trai ned to wor k. Exemplifyin g this idea he
hel ped dra ft a M hedule wh ich esta blis hed the
leng th of time that ca p tives of va rio us ages must
serve. After King Ph il ip 's Wa r he served on com­
mi llet's which arranged for the dispe rsa l of th e
sha re of captive, which belonged to Prov iden ce.
and sha red in the profi t of the sa le. 1\.l a sters. as
migh t lw: expected. d id not have a bsoluu- author­
i t~.. over th eir c harges. Mercy o ugh t 10 ch aracteri ze
the ir rule as a sig n o f God's mercv. Fu rther, he
believed th at th is tnx' of rela tio ns h ip should have
so( ia l ut il ity: spea ki ng of the ca ptive he desir ed ,
he w rote " I sha ll endeavor his good a nd the co m­
mon. III hi m ." Willi ams had nothing to say abo u t
the serv itude of Afric an s. lnd ir ec tt v he reveal ed
so me acquai n ta nce ..... i th th e issu e when h e ex­
p la ined the de fec tion o f a n indi vidua l from th e
ram p of hi s polit ical opponen ts as th e result o f
the ir treat ing hi m "as a slave or neger." 'Th e- re is
no rea son to su ppose tha t he would sus pen d in
this relat ionship th e res train t .....hirh he felt
should r haracn-rize behavio r of socia l su pe riors in
o the r re lauonv hips.»

With th e except io ns of wifl iams view of
ch urc h a nd sta te separa tion. hi s belief III religious
tolerati on - ho wever much circumscribed - a nd
his ins is tence o n the legiumacv of non-Engli sh
insti uuions. few men of w ealt h a nd sta tus in
eithe r Old or New En gland would fin d fault with
hi s positi on on th e na ture of political a nd soc ia l
o rde r in (he a reas m ost likel y to a ffec t life in th e
workaday world . In a gov ern me nt properl y
fra med to prot ect people fro m th eir ba ser act ions,
the su bjec t o wed the magis tra te - a man of hi gh
socia l sta nd ing - due f{'S IJeC! and o bedience. The
magistra te in tu rn was obliga ted to protect th e
lives. estates. and reputations of subjects. to m e­
d iat e di fferences between subjects. a nd to promote
re ligious tole ra tion. He was threatened by th e
spectel of rebellion if he did not live up to hi s
civ il obliga tio ns. An individual owed hi s neigh .
bor scrvire as a brother 's keeper. Lon' motivated
h im 10 respond to th e need s of hi s nei gh bor. a nd
th e quest for una ni mi ty in rivr l th ings gu ided hi s
an io ns. He accepted the na tural hi erar ch y found
in s(Kiety a nd yielded proper dderence to hi s
super io rs. A m ember of a fam ily lived in a patriar ­
cha l un it gove rned by th e husband . Thi s magi s­
trar e of th e famil y was required to govern accord ­
ing to th e dictates of mercy and wa s acco un ta ble

to civil au thority for h is art ... . H e had no leg it i­
matt' rrm rro l over Ih e spir i tua l a ffairs of hi s
fam ily. Obe di ence a nd restrain t were th e keys to

th e successfu l interact io n of a n indi vid ual wi th
hi s govern ment, hi s peers, and hi s fa m ily. Wil ­
liams' yea rn ing for pauiarr hal a nd h ierarchical
society was sllccessfu lly realized where subjects
obeyed the la wful co m ma nds of magi stra tes a nd
ma ster s and where th ese governors exerr ised th ei r
a u thority within th e limit s set by God and man .

Ed m u nd S, ;.. tOl~a n. U:u,~n Wi ll la m,l: Chlmh arid
SIal" (New Ymk , 196 7) 5. Studen ts of Wil lia m ' in thi s
(('lllury haw' been nf lWu mind, aho ll! h im, PUtKr.., ­
siv'{' hi s to rian> de pic ted hi m as a wilderness democrat
,llld a !>I'n1 la r puli lid"n w ho 1* "Il Olt'd de\,t'l" l'llwllt of
rhr- ,eTulal sta te a nd freedom of conv-ieme. a nd w ho
beli..ved in the ", tu"li ly of ma n , H.. was. the-n. ,1
v-vemeenrh-renturv edmon of lhr- progresvives ' Them ­
a, Je fferson, Vernon L. Pa mng ron . Mam Cunnl/,I ltl

,-I m n lra n T hul<Khl (~ew Yor k. 1927) I ' 62·75: Ja me'
bml. Pullliral Thoughl of Ro,~" W lll lam \ (New
York . 192'J ): ,HId Samuel Broc kunier. frrrprrS51bl"
f)n'HJlral U" gn W llila"B (Nf'w Ymk , 194 (1) are wi lh·
ill l hf' pHII{Tf'" in' "ft',un,

Mort' If" e-nt s. ·h"l~r., POtll ~ )' Will ia ms a heir of
Cal,'in rather tha n all mtelterrual progenitor o f j efler­
'lOll. Ii i, attitudes. lhr~' rruulude. weI!" ,hd llf'tt h}
le li !,!: io m ccnvic nons: hi, pe rr epuon of the na tu re of
m,HI wa~ tha t o f hi, Purit an co nn- rnporariev. Wor ks
....,h i, h d,'vf!n!, lh i , rhcm r- illl illd., Mauro Calaman­
du 'i. "Neglected A,p('(ls of Rog e'r William s'
Thought." Church H rsrorv 21 (19:'2) 2~9·S6: Pe'rr )
Miller . Uog,., 11·, l1la m,l. lIu Comrtbutmn lu Amer­
u·a" Tmdll"''' (I'\ ..w YOlk . 19:'3 ); Alan Simpso n.
"!low Demrx ranc was ROKl."1 Will i"m, ?" Ifiliurm a,"l
Ma,y Quar/oly. Srd w ries, l~ ( 19:'6 ) :'~-6!1: Morga n 's
Wi ll ,allu ; and J Ohl1 (;,Hrf'll , Uv go WiIl UlIlU: (I'i lnn l
n"yo" d Christendom {New York . 1970).....t v e s av
supponv rece-nt his tori ans b)' more rompletelv Ioc uv­
in g o n Williams' arritudes about tI\l" n allH e'" of 1{0V('tIl·
meTII and charar terivncs of proper soc ia l rr-lanon chips.

2 M.." t o f RoKt'r Will iam s' surviving ,..dl inl{s aT(' prrn­
ted in th e Ru, ....11 a nd Ru ,s!"11 rei~Sllt· ( ;.;'ew Yo rk .
196:'1) of the Narragansett Club publtcauon. Comi,I"I"
Wn lm g.\ of R og,., W.Jllam ,' . with <HI adduional \'01­
ume of tra c ts w hi rh the' niuetecnth -r euturv ... li ll U, did
llm print. r.ulIlf'nl\ of rI\l" \'" Iume' 1 hd\'e used: \' I.
james II . Trumbull. ed .. K"'I into Ih" L a>rg uag" of
A m N ' <'lJ (oti).: puh, t.Oluloll. 1M 3); " .:'1. Sa muel 1..
Caldwell. eel.. Blo udy Tn'''''1 of P,."luuflml (or il{.
p uh. l.ondon , 16-14 ); \' 4. Sa m uel L. Caldwel l. ed ..
Bloody Tenent }'n M ou Blo" d'l (or i!(. pub, l.ondon .
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1n.~2 1 ; \ :l. J l£wI' !)mull . ~d .. (;r'()n: ~ Fox [hgg'd
01, 1 nf h15 Rurrow r.' (o l i!<:. pun. B'>>I'nl . Ifi7fi) ; \ . fi.
John R. Barth-n , e d.. [. ~ lInl of RO,f{n If, lIiil' no; \ 7,
P!'Tn ,\I1Ilf'I . !-d., Clul.Il"""lf{.1 mil*~ Nul Ch'l.\l lil'H
lor iI'!:. pull. London . 1M :' ); f:x!J~H ... rns s of lipmll,al
1 _11~ ami lIril /tI, (01l .1i; . pun. Lo ndon. 16,,2); f -"u,lh
Papn f'" ,..n t..rl h' .\falm R'dln (OIiK, pun. I Am d o ll .
1052); fh,..lm f{ .\f",,,'",' ,\" ",.. of elm.l/! ( OI i.li;. pub .
London. 1652 ); F.xammn d~,.."rl..d I" a Fa/1 and
S"hn .\lam", (o rig, puh. London . 1052 ). In rili nK
lhe,e \-ourn', mv prrxrdure i, 10 u>l' " ,IHln ut!e " llht,
wOIk and gi\!' tilt" IUl{~ nurnllel .

l /IH~ llIt g ,\l ml.,I1\·. 1:.0 ; B/",,,!l' T ..nml . :'I~H ; 10 John
WiTrlhl0l' . Jllh 10:'17 . I .eun l. l:' ; l\n; . 25.'1; 10 J nh n
wuuhrop. \tt\ 2H, I'j,fj~ . 1.,lIn,. j19: 10 MdJo r ~Ia,on .

JUll .. 2"l. loin. 1... tI ..1I . H2-,n ; Town 01 Plm id"l ll f'
(a rr uallv R O l{fl WiJli;um ) 10 xir Henrv Va lle. AU.Ii;""
27 . lfi",1, [ .,lIn.l. 267,(,11,

·1 To Macon . l .r/l/T< , l'l l FOI ,h., Plll il;m {'[lnn'p.i"'r of
101'(" ,,'to Slf'pllt'n Fo'ln , Ti, .." Solilary I" a \ ' (New
11,, \1;'11 . 197 1). '11·&1.

.~ Edm lind S, M" Ig-'l11 . Puritan famIly. rev. f'd. ( ~· ..w
Ymk . 19,i/i ) 1·.'1 ; IH",uf\· T"'I"" I. 21fi, .'199 ,

Ii f.xp"nm I.I, i6; 10 Prr"'I,J"lll 'f'. lUI.. I . ~ II"'.I . 3 18;
FlI"odv T lnll r n ,\I"". Fl/vod\' . 1(H .

7 To Pro videme . june 5. 16RI. f :arl)' R... ."d., Toun oj
Provrd..ncr, 21\ . f P ro vid r-me, 1892· 1915 ) I.'>: 219,

11 Btoud» T rnrru, 2·19·250. 171. E'2.120: 10 Gt'll"ra l
COUll of :\I,j,,..uhust·ll, Bav. Ouobt' l 5 . 16.~ 1, 1_' 11 ....,
271 ·72.

'I Fllmul\' TnIOlI. 2'19·2:ll). 2,'>2: fJ/ond v Tn'OlI r~1 M o,..
!lIood)' . 31.' -11.

IV To j ohn Wim h to p [Hi% lit 163 71 / _" '1""1. 5 -6 ,

11 Fllo"d\' Tm..,11 rn Mor.. H!nndv, ;lti'>; To Providence.
J;UTU,Ul 105,'> . 1' ''/1....<.279: Il l rd l" g .\fmwTV. 1711 ;
Fl bm dv T~""" I . Hll<·109; f.xa ...wn, 2,,3.

12 RI"utfv T rnrnt . .'IHl<-H9. ·\ 18 · 19 . .~ ; Rxannner, 230,

n Rlrmdv' T~""'lI . ,115.

11 To Provide me. 1...tt rrv . 279 .

1:' Ex am mn. 203-fH

Iii f.a,h- Rnmd, I., ' 21~-20 .

17 Flluud )' T~'l ..nl , 2j7 ; fJ/(J()(iy Tenent r~t M or.. Blood\"
\8 ; Ex penmerus, I I ~ , 97 .

lR T o ..\ rlh ur '·!·n!WI . h 'hl''''''' 2~ . Iti"·\ P,m ~..tfmg.1
R!wdr lsiand lInlo'lral \inn"l \' (I IlH3·I IlIH ) 79·111

19 Fl/'1I<tfv' Tnr..,lt . 252·5,1. 152.

ttl To P ro d dt' f1( t' [AU!,!:Il\-t 165·11 L ..u"n . 261 : r.""'g" f ox ,
21 1•.~I;O . H.'I ; HI"od\' T"'..nl r ..1 Mm.. RI" otf v . l 65.

2 1 r."o'.li;r f ox. 306. FOT d vhort sum man of IIw d"I"il,
llehinJ WiJltdm, t'xpUJ,ioll from :\1:1'''01' husettv ,,~

hwin II . Po lh hoo l.. ed., fl o/{ t't n ·, l/lIm ' l . j"h" Co/lon
and R~/I~J()1<1 Fr....dom (En Jl: k wood Cltffs. .';.J. 191i7 J.
To John Willlhrop. \ 1:1122. 1638. L euerv. !Ifi ; j a nu-s
K. lIo ' nwI. I'd., IrmlhrntJ.1 j"umll/ . 2 ". ( ~..w YOlk.
1901') I : 2Hfi-1I7: Bloudv T m Ol I, 252 m:ll~in

22 R/UI,tf\' Tenens, 2·19·.')().120. :lill·!lO; f,,\allwlt't . 232 ,
2H. T il . 1I 11 '~1l . Charalln of Ih ~ Coort HI'I... . :l
\ilud)' of Purnan Po tmce t ideas m S,,,, blf{/ilnJ.
161O·171 U (~f'" 1101 " 1"11. 19 70 ) ,13-,17.

2.~ Zucker man, l' ''acalJ/" hm"do....I: .'\;.. 1<' f ,flgla'id Toums
m Ihr f ;lghtr r rllh Centurv ( New YOlk. 1970 1-

2·1 r" ...>mmi"iollt'f<; a nd also illllUl"1 OJ j urv . Nowmber
17. 1077. S~-d ll{'Y S. R u l.. r. 1',1.. Rhodr 1J/a' ld ttutoncat
T ran, 14 ( 18IH) r,8: Ea,h /l",."d, 1.,,2·.,. 12; I ...tt.." ,
207 ,2ti5.

25 farly li nnrd , I:' : 12; L..II~n . 255 -.'>6. S.,e Jo h n 0.'1110"
Llltlr Lommonu...allh. Fa"u!v I.lf~ '" P!v-mm,11I Co/­
Ofl)' { ."II !·w Yo rk . 1970 ) lor a dierussion 0 1 the use of
shame in a "X it'll rontempnra/\, with Wi lli:"n, P",\,·
id..me. ~ ...... f.u~];nT<I. "f cour-,e . had no monopoly 0/1
the 11'>(' of ,hame [01 pllhlk lHilil~ . [II O ld t .n g land
pubhr hurmliauon was a 101m of punishmeu r aoor­
di lll{ In I.a .... re-rxe- SlOlll'\ CrJ.\U oj Ih r A'I.llonae\!.
nlO-164J rOetord. 1%.'» ·12. Joh n Cahill 1l00~l lh" l

sham.' was ,I rnlra illin~ force on behavior in hi, In.I/I·
tutes of III.. ChnJllan R d lg lOll , Jo hn T '\lr ~e i1J , r-d..
t or d I.. Banle v. H 'Ul \ . (Ph il;ul..lphia . 190 0 ) 292 ,

2fi To j ohn wuuhrop. jr. tapparerulv a co p" of a lctte-t
\t'1I1 10 PIO\ i,1<- II' (' ) 0 , IOlK'T 27 , lfiliO, 1 _~IIn.I . .'1 1-1 -1:'.
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12.

2fl I A ln <. 207·09 . .'1111 .
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Roger \\'illiams'
~Iost Persistent ~letaJlhur

OIl!' o f rln - mosl n otable "'S l>t'l h of Ro ger tvil ­
liam- ' Jllt'r;lIY sly le is h is 11'>(' o f wh.u 0 111' cou ld
dt '" lilK' as st'aKo i n~ o r nalll i t;tlnlt'lilphOl ~ . tr i ~

easy t' llo UK h 10 a v-ribe Ih is to h is ;!t rual expe-r i­
t' lIft'S af te- r hi s finl ll an sarl anl if" I I O SSlll g Oil th e
ship Lvon in 1630. (0 ' W I' know lit" was a ll IIIld ·
ligen t ma n , with a snong ""'II'" of inn-Herma l
CLu m sily abou t thi ngs a nd nu-n a nd tht'll wavv
whenever he carne in co m a n ....-u h SOlllt' lh ill J;;
which ....-a s lie ....· 10 him , wilnt 'ss hi s sludying: rhe
language and cusloms nf lht, India ns. W(" call ....s
Ihal his fondnecs for SII( h ph ra",:s ....·a s increased
by' lat er rx ea n noss lll,l!;s and li((" 011 :-':a rra~an'Ru

Ba y.
lit' made fist' ni ps aonss llw Alla nt ic in his life­

nme a nd Ihey muvt has t' bee n redio u-, experiences
th e- boredom of which he p roba blv re fieved by
lal killJ':; ....·ith sailors and rhose on llw q uarrerdec k
r har ged wi th responsibiluv fill ua viga uon a nd
wuh /oti \-inll: orders lor h,tndlinK li lt' sh ip . Wh en
he had settled at Pr oviden ce Ill' had sorne- sort of
\t'ss t,1 whi ch he called a ra n rx- hili w h ich seems 10

have US('t! sa il s. In rhis Ill' trave-led !J;H k and fmth
between Pr ov idence and hi s Ir;IlJiIlK post at Co ­
nml <;cUSSOC, and t hi s wou ld (I 'rla in ly have Iarm l­
ia rieed him with nautica l term s USI't! in sma ll
bo at handling, AI various limes William s a lso
ow ned a sha llop and /or a pinnace , for he refers to
the..r- sesst'ls o n '\("\,era l ()(ca ..ion.. a\ bt'in~ used 10

lTa n",xlTt a .. man y as fifty In d ian.. a t a lime. Orher

· T ht-"'tr r "' tl~ "ili( P'Ul"ldt'f1 U j m"f1Q/ Bt4ffnm 19]7­
1976. pro:"'tdf'm Rh"dt' hl.md tt. "'IOI R.it! SUlir. ) 19611·
1970 . ..nod 'In:' ......r ' -o f ItS Do.ldrd of UU~It'n 1972 ·197S, Ihe
I;...r ~h ~ .....ao r ltprr ~~ h . ~ debl to :-':arn s L P...,u r , thr
S,nl .rn '", lurmn hbr"r i.ul. lor ulhnll;: 10 hn "lIrn.ion
lo"mr nl .h .. rn.uttial u'>l"d httt'lo _

I" Jl w /l fm d f . ' ll ·/I,/ IJ'm; .J " ; " /·

1t'!t-ll ' ll(l'S to the m wou ld indnate 1!I;tt when he
was in 11ll' rolunv he u-a-d thern ruuvta tulv ( Ill

:'I1ana gan s('11 Ba y.
Nu (JI lt' cou ld ha ve hv ed 0 11 l ilt" Ba y i ll th ose

YI'iIIS without lea rll i n .~ how sadOls rnlked . and
SII( h fru-nd -, nf his as John "lhn x kmormn 1011­

vra n rlv varle-d rhese (o,lSlal wau-r v. t ';ul\ill~ Wil ·
h a m s ' 11l{'....ag;("\ a nd kllt'Ts. ;IS wdl ;l<i. his trad e
~(Jt lt l s .

BUI none of th i.. adu lt (" XIK,tit' IlH' e vpla in-, IWO

aspnh of Will ia m..· lISt' of st';II/;(Jin .~ It'rms. Wh y
did tit" u-e such luerarv dt'\it e-, ill rh,' t'a rl ie sl
ktlt'l ~ o f his whir h ha ve sU" IH"t1? H is -ero nd
Ietlt'l ru Lady Joan Ba rring ron - wri t ten fro m O tt's
in 1629 be fore he sai led for Amerira - laune hes his
ml'ssaKt" with just sl1(-h a li/ot Ule:

"Mada me. I a m for ced (with rhe wa ma n ] for
W;1I11 o f a Iul l galt' 10 mak e li St" of a side wind and
sal ure yUli r Ladv shi p by amn het , bri ng for a rime
sh ut lIul mvsell."

Wh y dOl's he resort t o nauru-a! vpe-e-r h whe n he
wantv lCJ pUI arrosv 10 hi v leadc'rs a I boll~h l or a
phi losophi cal cOllcep t whk h ill OI heT phrases
m iKht st,(,1I1 quill' evoterir? wlu-n lu- renunrd
from En~la"d in Augu st 16,'i-l and found the co l­
o nl in a s tate o f political chaos. he ....·ro te In hi s
kllllw to ..... n smen:

"well- beloved fr iends and rwil/;hbOls, I a m li lt­
a m ;1II in a Jl; real fO,!!; . I kn ow IIo t wdl how 10

sltTl. I fear ro r un upon Iht' ttl( ks a l home, ha s-·
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m g had tri a ls a broad. I fea r 10 run qui te back ­
wa rd. as men in a m ist do, a nd und o a ll th at I
have IWl'1l a long rime u ndoing m yself 10 do."'

The most strikt ng exa mple o f rh is litera ry de­
vice is the famous le tte r III wh ich he list'S th e
para ble of the ship to m a ke clear ho w he di fferen ­
na res between freedom o f r'nnscienc'e in reli g ious
ma tters and using it to promote civ ic a narchy :

T he re goes man)' a ,\/lI f) to .H'a, with man}'
hundred so u ls m o ne Ih i f), usnose u.eal ond woe is
('o m 711011, and IS a true picture of II (OmmOII ­
wealth, Of a human combination or societv. It
ha th [allen 0111 samr-times, that both pa f)ists ami
protestonts, j r ll's arid T u rks, may br emba rked in
Dill' ship: upon urh ic h: supposal I afflfm . that all
the Libertv of conscience, thai rl't'f I pfeaded for,
lums upon these 111'0 hmgr,\ - that none of the
papists. protestants. jews, or T'urks, be [arced to
com e to thr ,Ihlp'.\ prayt'n o r worship, flor com ­
pr llrd from their own particular provers Of u-nr­
sh ip , if the}' pracuce a-tv. I furth er add. thaI I
nrorr denied, Ihat noncnhstanding this Iibertv ,
the com mander of this ship aught to co m m an d
the sh i f)'s COIHse, yt'a, and also command that
ju sliu , peace and sob rietv , be krpt and p racticed,
bot h amon.~ thr seamen an-d atl thr passengers. If
any 0/ the srnmen rt'fusr to prr fo rm their seroicrs,
or passengers to pay then freight: if anv rejuse to
help, ifI person or pu rse, toumrds the comm011
charges or dt'folu: if any ref use to obt'}, the co m­
mon laws and orders of thr ship, co ncernrng their
common pearr or presrrootum: II any shnll mu­
tiny and risr up agamst their comm anders and
officrn: if aTl}' should preach: o r unite th aI there
ought to br 110 commanders or of/i(t'fS, because
all art' equal in Ch rist, thereiore 110 m astas nor
offICers, 1W laws 1/or orders, 1I0r corrections nor
punishrnrnts: - J .lay , J never dcrurd, but In suc h
cases, whatn1t'r is p rt'tt'1lded , the com mall(it"r or

commal1dns may judgt' , res IS t , com pel al1d fJUT/ ­
uh 511c h t ra1l.~grt'5son, aaurdmg 10 theIr de ,lf'rt,\
alld mnits. T hi.\ I} st"riou.l/y and hOl1e.\tly ml1l d­
ed, m ay, If it .\O please tht' Fatlu r of lights, ft't I1l

so me ligh t to suc h as w illmgly .Ihu t not then
eyt'S.

I rema m studiOU.l of your commo n pracr arId
libn ly.z

Revl'rend J. Le wi s DIITl an point s OU I Wiliam s'
frequeTlI use o f suc h mel aphors:

" A feature which dese rves altentioJl is th e ma r-

ked preference. show n in a ll h is wri ungs. for
me ta phors d rawn fro m his expt'l ie!lc(, of sea life ,
Th us in addrn slllg the Km g, he speaks of Charles
V. as havi ng h is 'T ric k itt Helm; ' he tells Ba xter
a nd O wen ' that ma ny ab le a nd hOIlt'SI Sea-men
d iffer in the ir Reckonin gs;' he terms Ihe dec -lara­
lion o f the Quakers 'a n En gli sh Flag in a n [lie­
mies Bo uome:" in h is a rgu ment he was 'glad to

hale h is Tacks and Bolings r-lo ve ho me, a nd now
a nd then toof lip iruo the wi nd; ' of Edmund so n
he says, ' u po n a sudde n . a vio lent , tu multuous .
di sor der ly W m d fill ed a ll hi s sa ils;' to one o f
Fo x 's answer s he rejoins, ' may no t half a n eve see
wha t aSlinI'll' Soph isrer th is is , ( 0 m ak e suc h
Yaws a s not to come near th e Sh ips COutS(' and
point in hand.' These in stances sho...., ho w m ur h
force shou ld be at tached 10 th e phrase 's teered my
{'( lUIS/:: in proof o f t he th eory tha t Ro ger Wil ­
lia m s t ame hom Sa lem to Seekonk by water ."
Se vera l biogra phers of Will ia m s ha ve attempted
to fi nd ill th e ph rase "s tee red m y course" evidence
that Will iams fled from Ma ssarh u scu s Ba y' by sea.
h is ge ne ra llv held bv mor e recent historia ns th ai
he fled by land .

Ola Elizabeth Winslo w, a rereu t bio gr a pher ,
o ffers as an explana tio n fOI Willia ms' USt' o f na u ­
ur-al metaphors hi s ho yhood years in Smi thfield.
close 10 London docks:

" Per ha ps beucr still fo r (ea sing a boy 's imagt­
nati on a nd invit ing h is th o ugh t [0 the un known
parts of th e enlarg in g scvcn tec mh C('!l ll lly wor ld ,
were the docks with th eir for est of tall ma st s, their
sa ilor talk of sh ips a nd sh ip p ing, th eir cargoes
from far p laces. All rhi s wa s al most wi th in sho u t­
IIIg dis ta nce o f rfn- Willi,lIlls horne. 10 add ,1
di mensi on to a bo y's thinkin g a nd to t'ngagt' his
dream s, Roger williams ' rnovr famous Sf'nteJICf'
heg ins , "There goes man y a shi p 10 sea .' The sea
figures in e\"erythi ng he wro [e, a nd Wht' IW\Tr h is
thought \eh th e gro und and sough l imagery to

sui t, Ilw sea a nswlTed hi .'> nt't'd . It is hi s most
persisl(,1lI me ta p hor. Wh y not? In lat er b ft, ht'
nos,\ed the Allanlic five limt's in voyage.'> of many
week s and lon g bd Olt' o rw t'o llid bt' qUltt' cas ua l
aboul sm h a crossing. T Il(' pe rsi slelJ( e of th e im ­
age probably owed mOT(', ho....'e\'er, 10 lh(' fall that
hi s ho yhood yea rs in Sm ith field Wl'H' lived d ose
to ' tht , River ,' wh ile wilh ils hundred s of .'> wa ns,
and the dock s 10 which it led . Fo r him as for
o lher London hoy s who g Tew up o n th e fringe of



ItII' Hizaberhan r- ra . the- :\'e'" Wm ld 1)('g;1II at
London docks. a nd ;1' he watr he'd ,IIIJI allt'l '> !-u p
dl....appear o ver th, ' far horizon . rhe Smuhheld a rea
hemeforrh clai med onlv pari of him.'"

wiltrams had an older brother Snl r;1( h . "a Tur .
kt·~ men-ham ," IIlt',IIIHI/o: prevumablv a trade-r wi th
lilt' ;\t'al East . li t' mav 1];1\'1' pre ke-d up ,nnw v-a ­
going ta lk from hun. :\'0 f'fflJrl ha-, h,·t'n made III

,n bt u-I an t""ay In rompilr- a livr of ;111 \\'i ll iam "
,t,;t-.'~oillg meraphur , ... \., Diman no w" it muy be
dunge-rouv for lilt' hi-nman 10 take Iht,~ , figun"s
01 vpe-er h luera llv. W ha l dot's Wll h ;H11' mean ,
w ll lm g 10 John Willlhrup. j r. , in O"t'mlx'r IM M.
ah'1lI 1 j onarhau Ru·",,'t('r ·, troubles>

" lit' wa .. mremb-d [or Virgin ia : hi-, r u-ditors III

rbe Ra.. ca rne 10 Prmvmourh and IHIIIIO'.l:' 11 0
rudder (ita li,,> mine ). ca rried him In Ih(' Ra ..
where- he wa v forced In make (I\I:"r all hnuce, land ,
r attle- and pall withal ru his r-hevt." I)ot', WII­
li;lIn , mean tha t Iht' Ba v men a((lIalh 'lolt' Brew­
..rn \ rud der . 01" II ;lI,r hi-, wav I II ' ;Iying rh.u

I

,ht,.. pr evented 81(,..\\1<'1 from ....ailing?
.-\ 1 ume-, II r-, diffu ul t 10 decide wlWlht'l Wil ­

h .un, wanted In 1)(' taken hteralf v. 01 wherher hr­
Wit ' men-Iv IInn g 10 ,u h lt' \'{· a r n lo , llIl figuu' of

'I)('t'(h . Two t'a ~" rh.u fa ...t ' the- quevrion are- Ihal
U\I' 01 •...'('t' I('(-I m y 11I1I1'e" and Ih i, 01 "unhuna
lu rudder." Iii , 111) (OIK l lI,iOTl rh.u , I' a ,L:t' Ilt'Ja l
rub- "'T shou ld a((I·111 rht"'e Il;lUI'C;lll lhra , .·, mu
li rn aJl y hll r fig ur ali \'d y.

J ohn Ru~\t"11 1S.1Il1t-11. ed .. L~ff"1-I of H"~,, . 1\', II' lIm l
/foJ'!.J6lI'! (P''''I,k n<l". IIlH ~ Pll bl lf ll l """ OI .\"II HII ­

lI;lI" ....// Club fi,:?h2,

:? R.1ll1to1l. 2711-279

~ R0 l/:'-"' W ilhdTn\ . (;""'f:" Fox 11lfl, c 'd m d "I II" 111,,­
"'It',..•, rd, b,' R.,\ J t ..·..'j, Drman l P, ,, ,,dr n,,'. IKi2 )
/'lI b ll<lIflfJ' u "f .\"lInll ll:a" .,,,ll C lu b :':1.11_

~ Cll.. tJualJ<:'lh WII1,I " w. ,"a,t,.. R,,-~f'F 1t', lI,a m l ( ~ t' ..,

YOIl : "\;umillall , 19:>7 ) 2 1.
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From th e Collenions

To emf rhi-, l""Ill '. rill' "t'k( lion fn un the- r ;raph lr s Collcr-nou Ioru v-v Oil thr- c ure dl' \i.,irt ', a ll ing-ellioll"

hI'IIt h ronurvatue 0 1 th, ' 11'1;10" whit h Iwcamt· p o pu lar ill Anu-ura du r ing till' IHtiO". The p rot !'S" lI"illl-: a
uruluh-nv ranu-ra prrlllillf'd Illu lliple irna.l{t'" 01 thr- "lIt1J('t t o n a "illgle Ilt'g a li n ' whir h wa" n mt;ut
pruued . thc- prnu-, f lit apart , ant! mrruuted Oil a Iormat the ..Ill ' "f a 1·;t ll ll1g ra rd. applox im<llt'h 2', x-I
ir\( lu-v, r h i" ma,~ produr tio n 01 photog raph" made tlu- f alle de \Hltt' a ll im-xpr-n vivt- acqui vmon a nd
people flotk!'d to t ht- p horoglapher\ studio to po.,t' lor tht- r.um-ra. Friend" eXt h a ngt'd (-artn as they d id
\-i~iting t;lld~ and tolh-r ted rhcm ill albu m", ,t popuhu Ie-amn- of tht, Vurona n parlo r. I'omai run- wa-, lil t'
movt tOlTll1lOll slI bjt,( I, Iho ll.l{h mr lud rd 111 thi, g lollpi ng a lt ' a mod e-l lin' engi nt' a nd view o f a steam boa r
a l dtM k. T ht ' (a lit'" It'prod utl'd lu-n- a n ' arrua l "Ill' a nd th e siuer-, remain anonvmo uv. to let the image,

"pf'a k fo r tllt"m"t' ln'" - a la p doJ..: ,Hllo n g furs. the- ,l{ k il lTl 0 1 a ha l, a vo ung hoy'" ho op.
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