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Senrinelle Allair (1924-1929) 
Relig 'i on a nd ~I i l i lan l Survivance In

w oo nsocket. R h ode Island

Thl"\!rll ,I{,j{ff' 1.1 dead 0711\- for tholl" who arl" dead :-;

E1ph~gt' Dai g:n<lulr. leader o f S('nllfldk~ .

n',.(HI" Cnthalics fo r sauauun, but French

Canadians mlly b)' accidens of birt h - .J. Albeit
Foi \\' , modera te Frarun-Amcnran oppo\ed to

Ila ig:ll<lul t.
I f B 1!fll thr bloud ITI U1/r'.l 1'1"111,\ thai mo hrs the

Calhollc. hili II IJ bt'lIf'f HI a dod r",,. U'/(J sub
"II.I.I/('" - Bivhop Willia m l hrkev o f Plmidt"nn ' ,
a rr he-uemv o f Serui ne fle-s .

TIlt' ."'i('n1111d l(· af fair de..t·I\ (" vrudv nOI merelv
beca use il ha ppened . even rhough the la ic r-on
lai n, ir-, vhare o( d rama tic mr idemv. x ur h d ra ma,
r on..idered in isolauon . mig: lll be hUl a "tempe-a
III ,I It ·a IMII. " 'The affair\ r Iaim 101 auention de
rive-.. , rom Ill(' uuerrela uon-tup u l St'llli lWIII,m
with rekued lopip .: Frant'H-.-\m('I I( a n, a, a n e rh mc
Jl:ltJUP, \\'(MJrl\Oe Kt'1 a .. a r ornmu n n v. and the que..
11011 o f nuli tam .lun'/l 'a,/(t' . T Ill' h i'lor\ o f borh
Canada a nd the U nued "1(;111" !l'u'at.. rn;Hl) '>t' f1 

flU' q llt',li on \ a bo ut Inpin vuc h a, erbu iru v.
nauouahvm . asvim ilauon. and reli gi on . Tht''ot: a ll'
ofn-n handled III an overly vim pli lu-d lashion .
" JIT1l'l ilT1(,\ a p p tnac hing an "e-i rlu-r-or" vvn d rome
(('i thn a pt'l~OI1 I ~ viewe-d iI ' ;1II inuui g ruut dorn 
mated hy uauoua l batk,gloulld and homeland
re lig io ll,OI '>t'(' 11 a, IxToming a .., i rn il;w'(l in to a
new nationa li ' Tll a nd d ifft'ring J('li ~ io", w;lyq . Ry
tak i n~ a look ;II ~ u, h qut'\l ioll ' wil h in iI , pl'n fic
CO III (' XI , i l i .. po , siblt' to e xa mi n(' Ihem mutt" dt'(,p
I) and ,,"t. IIMI lhn" po..\{'"" a ll undn'amro-of (Hm

pl"xil )', H t'Jt" Ihe \1X"l'i fi, tO nl!"U i .. FU'lu h c'a n
adia n immi~ranl s a nd lhei r dt'\((' nd,'nh in Woon
\()( k!" l. Rhode hland . who lx'calllt' im mt'"ed dur o

-'Ii ",,"dJ I ~ d mr m hn- " I I t ....-\IIlt'" •. tIl el\,I".1I10n
I'r ;<m "I B",..l ,blr COmmUIllI\ C"II.-,.:, .. 1.11I" ,,11. .'\ .....
jr' ...·\

ill ~ 111(' 1 9~O, in the rnn unvervia l S<'Il II11dll' affa ir.
Wha l i-, r nnvenuonallv rhoujtlu to 1)(' a n-Lnivelv
, im pk mode-l o f i rnnugration -awimil.uiuu be
r ll lllt'\ an inmcan- mu-rar rion (If a-vimilurion.
Idi gi ,)I\ , and nationali sm . pl.Hl'(,dlll g- 011 multiple
inu-rwnvr.n In f"I.. ,

III till' \'(';IT' l ollowin~ \\"OIld Wal J a g ruu p 01
FrarH o''\Ill(' r i (';IIl ~ III Xe w Eng- la nd , 111",1 norahl v
in \\' (MlIl...." k('1. bec ame IIl n .. a ..ing- h m ililan i (on
('('l ll lll g- th e \la lt' o f Iheir t-Ih ni, ;111t1 rd ig- io ll '
..u rvrval. T1J("\ (' fi r\ t a nd '>t'(ond gl 'lwlation Fre-nrh
Canadia n itnmigrau ... Ie-an-d IIMI Ih l'i l vun -n-ancr
- whuh Ihl' ir ;m , h ln l\ ill Qul"i,,'( had fo ug h l ,0
long- 10 aua m a nd maimain - wa-, h('illg- threat
(.11('(1 .1 I. ,·d In Elphege l)a ig-n ;llI 11 01 W ' MIlh O( k('1.

t1w'W' milua ur Fram o-Amcrir.m-, called rhemwlve-,
Srlll ind k \ . hd l (' \'in~ Ihal Ihn h ad 1o h(' (on
' Ia ll lh " O il lht' wan- h" fn l a\\i rniLllloni'l dan~I'r\ .

Thev 11)( W;" illg:h' idl'n1i filxl ltw fnull il',11 "A mer
iClll ill llg:" thn-a r 10 hI' Ih(' hi ,1l hi e-a n h \ o f the
Roman C ll hol il e hurr h . Th('\ Ie-h th, 1I rhe Iri -h
look ad \·;lI1 ta gt' o f their dom inant poviuou withm
lilt' (hIll( h by attemplin g to fun e- lall 'I -'II II\'Il1 g

C<nholi(· Immi gr ant ~roup' , wh o u nlike till' Irish
did nul ' Ix'a l.. ElIg"li,h , 10 quit kl v ;",i lll i ia le and
Allw/i( aniu' themselves. Ih j ,~ l l a u l l et al . ;11..0 d i,
IIU "Il 'd int1 e'l ,illg u 'lllral i, al iol1 01 dilXl: an ;11 nv 
il il',. wh i( h Ih!'"y felt I hrea tt·IIl'(lllw a ut ollorTl\ a nd
in fl lJ('Il(f" of indnidual Fra IKu' :\ lllt' rlfa n pa li , hn .
S('nlindl('.. \'It'h,t"d bUlh o f Ihl''>(' poli( it', a' pall o f a
lo ng--' Ia lld ing d t'\ i l(' 0 11 Ih, ' pall (ll lhl' hi t-Iarlln to
t"llIn iIJ;l!(' a ll \('~ I i g-("<, nf " nallona l" p,ui..h(',.

8 \ 19~,1 tilt' ba ilie had hrglln III (';tlm"I . a",
Ib lglla u ll a lld hi .. fn llowel\ ('''''lbli,ht''t:llht-il
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ne ....«paper . l.a St'ntmt'lft'. in woonsoc ket and be
gan to gather support m other Franco-Ameri can
renterv in ~t'w England. Thev refu sed to con-
trrbu re 10 diocesan fund dri\ei of Bisho p Willi am
H ICKe\·. pamcu lar fv for tht' ne..... Catho lic hi gh
school In WooO\od ;t'I . ~foun t 51. Cha rles. AI
though rhis wU;,f{t' had been built primari ly for
the use of Franco -Ame rican yout h . Sen unel les
clai med that it was being used by Hi ckey, an
fn vh-American . to further asaimilationist goals .
Senu ne tles warned a ..ch ool \Ok ly for Franco 
Amer ican s. wi th iUYVW(JlIU goa ls a nd French as
rhe domi na nt la nguage o f in str ucti o n . Hi ckey en
vicaged an in ..ur unon where Franco-Americans.
although in rhe majorirv ....-oul d mingle ..... irh
o ther groups and , Ihrough a bi lingua l atmov
phere. combi ne a respect for tbetr heritage ..... ith
prepara tio n for h ft' In an American environment .
whar one co nsidered a virtue. the o ther sa ..... as a
fau lt.

Absolute eq ual ity of French a nd Engl ish .....as
a minimum dem and of Sennnelles. M ourn St.
Charles was not the uni lirtgual product of assimi 
lar ioni sr Ianaucs. There .....as a genuine att empt 10

p rovide for reachi ng and u sage of French . How
ever there is li nle doubt tha t Englivh dominated
bo th Inside and outside the clawroorn . A great
ma jority o f ~Iou", SL Charles ' srudems .....ere
Fran co-Am erican . The problem ....-as rhat Sen un 
el les ....-amed ex<!usi\i ty ra ther rha n a rnajoru v.

Sen n nel les a lso tho ught of Mount SI. Charles
01\ a diocesan invnruuon ..... hi ch the bi ..hop w as
usi ng 10 further rem ral izario n at the expense of
the indi vidual pa ri sh . Franco-Americans could
1H'\'(" r rea lly con tro l rhe desunv of the <,c h001 sinr-e
i t did not bel ong 10 a Franco-Ameri can parish .
whether or nor the schoo l wa s bilingual at an y
given time was unim portant . ..inre Senrinelle..
sa ..... the bish op a, Iree 10 Anghcil t' if whenevet he
pleased. In addu io n Ihey argued tha t the diocese
should disconri nue uspract ice o f as '\ot' ~ ~ in g eac h
parish 'In cbliea torv quota in fu nd drives. and
tht' y demanded thai Ihe French la nguage have Oi l
It'asl 'In eq ual fOOli ng ..... ith En gfish in 'III Franco
Amer ican parish schools.e

T acncs of nunel les beca me increavin glv ag 
grt'ss i\e fro m 192-1 -1 927. They petruoned the Popt"
in a n atlt'mpl 10 halt th e acct'pl t'd prani ct' by
..... hi ch each dio( ("S(' lOo k a pe rct"ntagt' of its
pa ri ~ht' s ' fund... Wh t'n Iht' Papt" back ed Bish op

Hirkev. Sen unelles m sut ured a r ivi] suit and be
ga n a bo vco n of a ll contr ibu tio ns 10 th e Ch urc h.
incl udi ng pe w rent .

The strug g le ITl Woonsock el reached irs apex In

1927-1928. On one Sunday Hol y Family pari sh
priests refu sed en uv to a nyo ne who would not
pa y pew rent , and they used WOOII\(Kkel r-i rv
police to su pervi ..r rhi s proces... The cure o f SI.
Lo ui s paris h was sus pend ed and the n d ismissed
by th e bishop, for supposed Sen u nel le leaning...
An aged Sen u netle was refused last rues b) the
church u ntil he repen ted . ....-uh opponents a nd
ad vocates of Senunetlism keep ing a connnuouv

.....arch over hi vdearh bed. Both vides claimed vic-
ror v af ter h is deat h . St'mine llhl{'~ saving he had not
rt'pen lt'd a nd oppont'n ls insi ..ti ng ht'did . Senti nel lt',
charged Iha t \Orne Franco -Amt'rican palish PTlt'SIS
rdu'>t'd conles..i(JTl and co m jTlu nJon 10 kn own It'ad 
e lS of the mavenlt'llt ..... ho W(-n- Ilfll pa ying pe .....

•
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rent . 'These a nd other incidems resuhed in m uch
ar n monious na m e-callin g a nd occasio nal phv... i
cal violence. Both pr iests and lai ty were panir i
pallls, wh ile the banlegroo nd incl uded p u lp it,
co nfe...sio nal. and co mmunion ra il. L a Sentinelle
at tacked Bisho p H ickey a ... a "Judas," and tho se
Franco -American pne... l ... who supported h im as
" rra iro rs" 10 their race . One of these priests reo
sponded by label mg Sen unelle... as "jackasses. pigs
and dru nkards ," l A Tribune . woonsocket orga n
of those Framo-Amern an-, who o p posed Sen
unelli ... rn . called Dai gnaul t and hi-, Iollower...
"Sa tan ic Bolsheviks" and "Sar ro- Vanzeni ana r
chi ... I s."

For OH'r a vear DalKJlauh anracu-d a la rge and
vociferou s Franco-Arnerir-an Iollowing: They at
tended his public prote-s t meermgs. ronmbured 10

fund raisinR drives. and bovconed ~l a ...St'S in their
home pari ...he ... while attending a pari ..h in a
nearbv town headed bv it Franco -Amer ican priest
Irrendly 10 Sen u nelb ...m. Ho wever the culmina
lion ca rne in Apr il 192M when the Pope excom
mmumcared all Sennnelle... who ... igned rhe ci, il
SU Il. T his dra ma Ii, event chimed the dea th knell
of rhe movemen t . Even nuli ta llll y rebel lious
Franco-American like Da lKnau h. who were
caUS11(" cr it ics of orne uf Cat hulicisrn's pracucev.
felt a profound fear when confronted with the
spec tre of being ca\ t O UI from thei r ch urch . Wi th 
in a vea r a ll had repe-nted and excomm u n ica uons
were lifted .

Th is fin' year battle (1924· 1929) g rea tlv agitated
Fran co-Americans and othe r Ca thol ics III woon
soc ket. as well as elsew here in Rhode Island and
New En gland . T'he ..tnlKK1t" wa ... almost enuretv
Ca tholic. invo lving ronf hrt between Franco
Ameri can s and a predornmantl v Irish ch urch
h ierarch y. A furthe r imri !i!:uill li!: aSI:WCl is the sp lit
which the affair ra uv-d wnhm Woonsorke r'v
Fran co-Am eri can comm umtv . Moderates. includ
ing a lm ns t a ll par ish p ries ts and most la y corn

munuv leaders. insi sted that lovaltv 10 the churc h
overrode erhnir com:ern s. and o pposed both rae
lin. and goals of Sen unetl es. During the mo st
troubled lime (1927· 1928), these two battled so
vio lent ly that the con fhc t ass umed internecine
and self-destruni \'e q ua li ties . heightening its
drama and emo tio nal im pa ct . Parnal lv becau se of
Sen tinellism 's billerl y frarric idal cha raCler Semin
dies fail ed 10 en lis t the la ... tin g su pport o f a

majorir v of Woon~o( k e" s Fra nco -Americans, and
rhu s were doomed to Iai lun . In Iht, lon~ ru n,
Senunelli sm pr obahlv had ;1 ddt· tn io us effect
borh o n sun.nmnrr and on th e overal l crandi ng of
Fran co-Americans III New Euglaud.

Tht' Senuuelte a ffai r r ha lk tll':t·.. SO Ill(' uadi 
rional assumptions abou t the e thnic life of Amer 
ica .... white immigrant nanonah ries. and calls
fonh th e image of a bubblin g cau ld ron. Was the
parh towa rd ... acc u ltu ra tion a nd a ...... imila tion as
slra il<lu or unh indered a ... is somerimes as... umed?
For those wh o If't'l tha t immi gran t grou ps co n .
sunned homogen eon-, t'llIi tielo . or rha t they at leas t
strove to pJeSot'III the unaee of a 1I1l11ed from to
the n u rvide wo rld. the intensity uf infi ghtin g
a mo ng Fram o -Ame rica ns du ring the Sen tinelle
a ffair p roves ins rrur uve. Bt'li eh , tacucs: and goals
of Se nunel le leadl'fs indical e the pre\ a lence of
mili ta nce, often fit'rcdy lean iona ry, among some

•
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white e t h n i(~, T ill' vehe mence of French Carra 
dia n . Ir ish ho,>tility i ~ a lso panicularlv eviden t. A
,>tudy o f Serumelli ..rn add s an hi storical di men 
sio n to th e " po wer" reawakeni ng-, 01 white eth n ic
groups in th t' 1970... While thi s ma y defla te some
of the c u rre n t romanuriziug a bout such "un me lt 
ab le..." It also de monstrate.. the conf in ing na tur e
o f tlH' traditional framework for immigra nt
studies.

Semi nellism's ba sic rlaim for recogniuon lies
in it s restructu rin g o f a " mo del" of the im m igra n t
exper re-ure. Most hi storical or sociological mod els
o f erh niri tv. wh ether "An glo-rrmforrnuv ." " m elt
ing pot ," "cu lt u ra l plural ism. " "s tr uct u ra l
plurali sm ," o r "a cculturation: ' possess a relative
sim p lic ity and whole nes s o f exp la na tio n .' Ex am
mation sho ws that . a t least III the case 01 Fra nco
Ame-ricans in Woomcl(kt't during the 1920'>, a
si m p le mode l m ust g in ' way to co m p lex inter 
anion . The proper rrnage rm ght be that of a
la sagna -like foldi ng together of man y la yers , in
which all interac t but ear h retai n s so meth ing of
ih di stimt ivene .....

The fir st la ver of expe-ru-nre aflt'ning Franco
Americans in th e Semi nell e affa ir con sists o f th eir
Fre-neh Canadian herit age . with its vo la tile and
intricat e mix of n a tional ism and reli gion T fus
heri ta g-e wa -, not bur u-d III alll iljuit y, long-lost
and dead . but wa s alive and rag ing in th e Quebec
homeland . m ere hu ndu-ds of rniIt's awa y. During t he
Sc n nucflc veats Q u; brcOls banled among them
seh ·es an d ag-ainst oUhiders OH'r issue s sim ilar to
chose co n ta ined withi n the Semi nelle dispute .
The "Frances" were aha " Amer ica ns." thu s add 
Hl g a serond la ver of American exper ience on to p

of the French Ca nadia n inher itance . T o under
sta nd t he motives a nd ac uon- , of bot h the-e
Franco- Ameri can s who beca me Se nti nc lles a nd
rhose who o pposed th e mo vemen t. o ne m ust COIll 

prehend the leg:ary o f their im mi gra tion proc ess.
whi ch added threats of a ssimil a tion a nd nativism
ITI a new en vironm ent. T he re lig io u-, problem .
includi ng th e role of Franco-America n s wit hin
the C...atholic ( h urd l and the pla(e o f th e c htlHh
in soc ic ly , bt-cam e mOTe comp lical ed in the
Un iled States, A th ird layer of dens ity is th e
spec ific' loca le III wh ich th t, affa ir took pl ac-e, th at
is. th e dft-n whic h th e ind ustr ia l. rel igious, a nd
elllll ic milieu of WCM:)tlSfKke l had on the pa rt 
icip<1Il1 ~ .

The "French con ue tuon ." both Ca na dian a nd
Am er ican . i.. the ba sic key to a n unde-rvtaud tu g of
the Senli llell e a ffa ir. Tho se Frauco-Americans in 
volved in th e- di spu te we rt' sha ped by a Fn-nch
Ca n ad ia n hetitagt- ma de more immediate a nd in 
Ilue rui a l by the dO'i('lless o f th e Quebec homeland
a nd th e r onunuing illl ensity o f th e na tional e x
perienr e rhe-n-. Fro m 1760 to th e 1920s. the issu e
of nat io nal su rviva l was a r rm sta n t rom er n in a
r nuutrv co n tro lled by "o u ts iders." From t ht- 1800s
on . French Ca nad ian dite were engaged in a n
ac live program 01 ma intai n in g and sti tn u la t jng
na tional ism a mong: the ma sses, lesislin g: A ng lrus
e nc roa chment s wh ite ligh tin g among rhe-rn-a-Iv e-v
O V('l en us and m ea n s. Event s o f tb esl' vearv. from
th e conq ue st (SI't' below ) to the conscnpuon issll t'
o f World war I (w hen manv French Ca nadians
resisted b!:'illg drafted to fight in what thev CO II 

sidered a n A ngtais war ), shaped Fre-nch Ca nadia n
na tional r harar rer a nd durn in ured rhe r uh ura l
ba ggage of those who e m ig- ra ted to X ew En gla nd .
:\1an y o f the annbutes ex h ib ited by Franco
Am erican , duri ng the Senunellc di spute ca n be
see-n as a diren extension of Canadien nat io na l
cha racter . The co nquest refer s to the Bri ti sh ddeat
01 the Fre nc h 11\ the Seven Year s War (1756-17/i3) .
th e consequent re vsion of New Fra nce to En g: .
la nd . and the two hu ndred yea rs of Br itish a nd
Engli sh Canadia n TIlle of Fre-ur h Ca nada wh ich
has fol lo wed. H istori a ns han' argued OH'! the
preci se na ture of t hi-, rule . bur most ag ree that tfn
trauma of bei ng co nq ue red and governed hy " for 
t' ig llc,," ha s played a major ro ll' in producing

French Canadia n na tional cha rar u-ris ucs listed in
the nex t paragraph.'

L ike the-ir co u nt erpa rts in the Fre nr h Ca nadian
eli te , Senrinelles leaned hea vil y upon a tradiuona l
and often roman tic view of th eir Q uebec heri tage.
cu lnunau ng in a virt u a l "c u lt of th e past " e-pit
omized by Quebecs mo no Je m e Jo ui'unl (" I
remem ber"}.' Dai gnaul t a nd Iu s foll ow er s exh ibit
ed a n extreme se nst' o f con..ervauve national ism ,
a nd a n cbwsvio n Wilh nat io nal ..un'i va l ( i a

~ un'lVa 'l(e ) which IS familiar to st udcnt s 01
French Canadia n hi story . T h t'i r sensf" of aloneness
a mI en m ily lo ....'a rd ., oUh idcr~ . cu l lTl llla ting in an
a lmost path o logI cal in secu ri ly. pa ranoia . a nd JX'r
SC( lItion complex , ma de Sl' nti nt' lle s the psydlfJ
log ica l beir~ o f Fre ll(-h Canada . T hose invol H'd in
the Selll inell e affa ir demon stra ted furt ht'r person ·

l
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d lll \ Irail~ which ;lJ r IIII\..t'fl 10 French Canadia n
r harar ter , ~11( h OJ' IIrith', irnpr udenr e . i ndepend
t'IICe> and tu \.. o f dl'l. lp lillt" anumpa nwd bv a
-ornewhat roruradirrorv authoruariarn vm which
could lalt, 0 11 the - Illt'"i;Ulle gll i"!' o f a "..earc h lor
a leader ." Selll llH'lk.. vur elv Ielt rhar Ih ey we-re
carnlng on lilt' Fr t' ll( h Canadian national
rmvvinn.

\\'oon~ockf'1 however was not French Canada.
The Seruin r-l le affa ir ca n a lso in su un readers as a
te st r-ase o f how Franro-Amerira ns became differ
ent from their Qudwc breth ren . :\lany Fra nco
America n H' l i~ iou~ and la y leader.... rru g glt ·d long
a nd hard in Itll' vear v I>c'I WC'C '1I rhe Civi l War a nd
rbe G lI'al Depn-.... iuu a.. rhev encou ra ged t he>

ma..\(' .. 10 pf(·~t'r H' I twit re-Iiginuv. et hnic. a nd na 
uona l heri r;lgt' in rh iv stra nge-. new land . In ma ny
wavs thei r t'XhOtl,lIlOlI~ p lo\'( 'd ~IJ(H·s..lul. R e
rem ion of rhe Ft('1It h language. mtramarnage
wu hi n the nanonal uv . th e bu ildi n g of national
pa rishe-, wi th aoompanvmg schools , the crea tion
of national ..o(it'lit's and newvpapers - a ll we re
pe r fo rm ed d iIig t"r11 lv a nd pervisteru lv.

Yel rhe means could never t' lll i le h anomph..h
Ih t" df'sired end . Franeo-Amrriea n, in :'\f'W Eng -

land ttC ked lht, tlt-m {)!(ra p h ic Iitl~ui~lic cu ltural .
a nd rt'l i~iou~ ..ol ida ril\ of Fte-nr h Canadian- in
Quebec. a, wdl ,I' the Sp t'Cia l l i .~hl ~ and vtatnc
accorded rbem ill Ca nada I" law a nd t ustom . If
rhc "mf'h i ll~ POI " of the 1tuned S I<lI t', wav i1
luaiona rv. 1I10lt' in lilt' real m 01 mvrh and wmbol
than a rt'a li ly . ..o wa c i l~ OppO, i ll,ll; counterpart .
cu ltu ral pl u raliv m. TIlt' vision of Iho", liberal
in rellertual-, lIm illg Itll' fi r" decade, of thr
twent ieth re-uuuv , whu Ion-saw a n Anu-rir-a " in
which ma n y llallOrla l il i l ' ~ wou ld live- ill concen.
eac h TJ1 a illla ill in~ Ih t' f1a\"01 of us or ig ina l herir.
ag-e> and II ' irllt'Il ' ~1 in i l\ mi g: in a l homeland ." wa-,
a l"" hlur te-d." The Sc'rll ilWllt, a ffait ~ hl)\n rha r if
so rm- nu-mbe-r-, o f a g: rollJl maiutni n,-d lfJ mur h
of a ll i lllt'f('~1 ill Ilwi , homela nd an d her itage-.
na lionahl lt' ~ mig:h l nor " lin' in ronccn." I n
addi tion Ih t' Fra m o -Ameri ran ex per ience ~hnw,

that . [or rhe gn'a l majmil\ o f a nar ionalitv. cut
ru ral pfn rahvm was unattainable and not rven
devired h\' manv . In no wav wa.. avvirm lauon o f
Frall(o-:\mt'r ican, romplen - b~' rhe 1920" in ei ther
Woo n , u cke-t nr ~t'w En g- land a, a whole, ...-herh r r
the rriu-non he- ru lrural ;(~..irm fauon t or vrruc
IUraI.' R\ Iha l li mt' htlwc'\c', balUn-Amer icans.
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evperia flv th iN' who had b-en born in the United
Sla lf'\, were o n rhe ir w 01 \ ' 10 becoming "o f" Amer
ica as well a-, "in" if. t'("onom ica ll y, polin ca llv,
\(le:ialh, ref ig iouvlv. and intelleceual lv.

'Lhuv in a .....av tht" Senn nelle disp u re was like the
" nova" pha -e of a ctar . a hrie f. fi na l su rge o f light and
ellt'rK'O before a final t"x li ng-ui...hment . From thi !>
vantage point , Oa iKlla u h et OI l. beca me rea ction 
artev whCl'>t' anion'> were the rIi rnax o f a series o f
Ilhl\Cln ,lItt'mph 10 uansplan t Quebec:' into Xew
Fngl.md. T he r olla p-e- o f Senunelhsm merelv re
atfir med the impovdhiluv o f Ih is, a nd sig nal led
the hnal n iumph of moderate Franco -Amer ica n
leaderv . who aoepred rhe nee-d for cultura l awim i
lauon and adaptauon 10 Amer ican envrronmenr .
AhhoUKh rhev nf'\f'1 ann-ulared their de!>lTe!>, Ihis
wav pro!h"bh Ihl ' pteferell(e nf th e rna .... o f
Fr;lll( o ·A m t'Tlca ns h' the 1 9~O\ , t"\t'n if it uhi
matelv vpetk-d lilt' end o f HI11'II'Q"Ct'. So me of the
....e-nnm-Hev mav have realued Ih l\, at least ..ubcon
\('IOU\I\ :\l a l1\ of the Fren ch Ca nadia n elue who left
Qudx..- fUl :'\t' \... En Kland muu ha n>had mi xed Ieel
InK\ and a lell,l in ~'nst' of Kui h abou r rh e implica 
lio n tha t rfu-u t'm il: ralion \ 1I~Kt''> I t'd rhev valued
t'HlllfllTlIl \111 It'" a nd a ne .... 11ft' mort' lh an Ih t'
H.Hl't1'Uflcr of Qlll' llol,( . Th(' \ t'h t'mt'llf t' Ih a l \Olllt'
dnplayed in alll'mpl in~ 10 nan\f t'r SUn'II'IHlft' 10

:'\ew En Kland , 1'\ ie:!l-11l i ll tht' Sentinelle a Ha il,
m.l\' ha n ' 1)I't'n l)iu ti;d" a n aHemI'I to redeem
th t'm '>!,I\'!'\ .

Thl' i\~ lIt, o f rdi~ion i\ ;IS illl ilol lt la lll a, the
" Fn'w h nl1ln n rioll ," if o nt' is 10 und('r ~land Ihe
dl't' lwl h i\tlJl ](al 1t'\Ona IHe, 01 Se:'nll lwlli ..m .
C ll holll i\l n was n"r c Jll I~ a n IIJlq~ra l pan of th e
palw Il litlll S' Clll1lldlf'tI h;1I k,gloUncl. bUI 011 '-'0 pro
\' idn l rhc' ha \i < ;Ill' tla wilhin h'hieh lilt' s trugg lt,
j{lol lk p[;l( t' , I Ill \\' did Cath olici sm aff t'(1 Se llll ll
t' ll is lll, and \!lC'-\'!'I\,I? 11 i\ illl llm\ihlt' to IOm pl("
hend th e \I ,twlIll 'll( e wilh wh ich Franc o -Amer 
iC<lrh 011 tlolllh sides of Iht, d ispUlt' f()lI~ht wllh -
OUl k llowill,l<l: Itll' il11l lollltanlt' o f rd lg lo n In their
da lly lin's. ;\Iml o f Ill(' Frannl·r\rOl:r inlll e li te
r arr il'd lilt' nJllft'pt of a pr m 'idelllial mi ,>sion wilh
Ihl'm from hl'lll h C lIMc:la: llih l a nd fUHITt', hl'r it 
;l~l' a nd dl''' il1\ , "t'f(' Iillkt'c:II0~t'lht' 1 b\ a di\int'
limon 01 IMlion,lli"fl :lIld Ca lholtn'm. Thn' wen'
the putt' C:;llholil nal iUllahl\ wh ie: h woul d ex
llillld Ihl· kin .e;c:IolTl o f G IMI a nd t'Xllol).-.e Ihe:- fal ..e
ma ll'll al \il lm's (If I' t n lt'slanll \l1l. Rt'li gion Ihus
bt'Camt" a w;l\ 0 1 li fe, ratl lt'l Iha n ju '" a pari o f

life, as Ca tholic ism became inc reas inalv a 'O\Ol i
ared wi rh na uonal ivm in Queber , and wn h con
vervar ive and even re,Klio nil ry rheologi ca l a nd
socia l vu'wv. Daiena utr a nd h is a , \(x'ia te\ Wt'rt'
hei r.. to this uadinon. in bot h the ir m r evsaru
lin kin e (If 1m (fai lh) a nd lanl{lIt' (language) a nd
the ir IM"Ill ham for " I(lol) l i ll~ back ward ."

BUI o Uls idt' rs C:-TT wh en rhev picture the Ca rh
o lic Ch urch av it mono lith ic Ior re, vinre il h e
quenrl v becomes it hou'>t' d ivided. Se nti nel les were
nOI pious. pavs rve. a nd accep u ng church -goers:
rhev were cons la nt ly in rebellion aga ins t their
Ca tbol« su perior ... Was not Ihi .-. a rejecti on of
their Fren ch Canadian divine mi\~ion? :'\0 , for
thev 011..0 inheti ted a come....'hal connad ictorv reli
g iou-, vranre from Q ut'h('c the rebe-lhouv aunude
whir h ma nv IJill i \ h ioner.-. e eh ibned toward ... th e
C.atholir r hurch hiera rehv there. Thi-, hiera rr hv.
al though colidlv Ft t' f}l h Canadian, wav forced 10

rake an ambivale-nt and \ ;ll ill aIIllK ..land Oil

Frem h Canad ia n nauonaliv rn. T bi -, wac due pa r
u all v 10 the Churr h'v prer-arinuv povirmn viv.a-v i-,
th eir En~ li \h ru h-rv in the vearv bt-fOle ronfedera
tiun . a nd III IlilTt a re' lIlt of rhe ch ur r hs fea r of
re\()l lIl iona r~ n ar iunali vm . \\' ha lt'\ t' r t he rea son ..,
I h i~ a ll ll uc:le ra u\t"(1 ' omt' Flellf h C'lnad ian\, IMr
tlc:ul a rh dtllinll: li " lI." of cr i, i, lilt' Ihe rebell ion
o f IK37 or Ihe UOld :"t'-Guiho Tc:! a Ha lT, In \Uln' dl~

cOlltent with Ih t' I tUIT I h hi t'TiIH 11\ and t'ngaKt' in
dt"( idc'd ly " u nfa ilh ful" ad s IOW;lId \ thelll. nut in ~

Ihe:' \ t' hallk\ th t, ,u lIons and de~ire.-. 0 1 r ehel liou ~

h elHh Ca na d l,lI1'> Wt'lt' ht'ljllt'lllh \!nlli ar to

lho~e n l llw SI'll1l1H'lI l' ~ . Till' retwllioll o f lH3i
[(MIl pbll' in both 1.oWt'1 Ca nada (Quel)t'{) ami
l ' p pt' r CIll;ula (O n t;u ioj, and wa \ primaril y dll t'
ICI di "'ll1ltc'nt h·ith ;lll llll lc'l)J e' t'lllaliw' political
~y \H'Ill. In Qllt' llol '( ho \\,e\'t·, inl'Tl'aSlllg FIt'nch 
En g lt sh a n iJJlm il\' was also a fa('\OI , T he rt'I)("I 
lion fa ilc:'d di ~Ill;t1[v in hoth provinct's but Frellch
Canadian lIa tioll a li , m ill Qut'llC:r .....<1 , ~ tim ll i aled.

Tht, UOIj ~t' -(;lIIh()J(1 a ffair fea lured a gro u p o f
mili tant and ;u lIi- c1eric"a l Fu',u h Canadi an na 
lio na lt .-. h ( the U OIH{ t' ,\ ) who IM'came il1\'ohed in a
bill er d i'pule III lh e 110170, wilh c:'h urc:h hi erarch, '
o\'('r Whl'I IwI a dt"ft"av"(1 H {JIl f{ t' (GlI ilx)f c:l) cou ld
lx' rdu't('d bur i,,1 ill a Cal holir ft' llle le t\.9

If merll:ln ~ Ca tholul,rn a nd nationa ll ..m could
become trOllhk\ollle in Quebt 'C , a mal ga ma tion o(
101 ;Iluf la "r{lu' prn\'ed e\e ll more illusi n ' a nd
p robkm al if dl in Ih t' t ' ni led S la le, . :\Ian \ reh ·



Klom a nd lav leaders who imm ig ra ted 10 New
England carried with them the idea of the provi
deru ia l misvion . Ca rhohcism however as French
Ca nadians knew it was as a ltered in America as
was n HVI1-6nc t'. Franco -Americans no longer con 
u olled rhe hierarchy of the ch urch as did their
coun retpans in Quebec and the status of Ca rhol
iCl\rn ItM")f was far different . Freed om of religion
meant thai the- ch urch cou ld never eujov legal
and financia l adva mages which accompan ied u s
semi -established position in Q uebec. The-re . O U I

vide of Mou u eal . the- only th in J'i;: ra rer rhan a non 
French Ca nadian was a Pr otestant . Rut in the
Unued Stat e\ (even in New [nKlamll Ca tho lics
were ill a dis tinct mino ri ty, and Franro-Amer
ica u-, were a rrun ont v with in Ca rhohcism. The
admmi -rrative rcn uol of till' church h ierar chy
was far nghter here than had been rhc cast" in
Q Ut· t)(·c, part icu la rly over co n tro l o f pa ri sh fi
nances, Fin all y and most importar ulv the re was
the Irish "problem ." In Am er ica the Iri sh had gamed
a lmov r exclus ive co n tro l o f the church hiera rch y.
and were hesi ranr 10 gin ' u p any 0 1 thili co n tro l (0

later-arrivi ng Catholic im rmgrar n groups . So
Franco- Ame ricans were not master.. o f thei r own
rehgiou-, ho use. as the} had been in Q uebec. T o
compl ica te the matter Iunber , tht, Ir ish vivion o f
rehg'ion and nauonalirv was far dif lerem from
that of French Ca nadians. Inst ead of fusing /01.
1anfi:ut'. and morurs (man ner'> and custorns}. the
Iri ..h ChUH h hierarch} advoca ted ma rnrena nce of
the first ar the expeme 0 1 the second and th ird .
T hey felt tha i if Cathol ic im mig rams became
"Americani zed" in ter m s o f lan guage and r us
roms. Pr orestaru America wou ld be more Iikelv to
torgive the m the ir re lig io n .

xt an v Franco-Americans, parrirularlv mil itants
lik e "II" Seuuneltes. Iocused u lxlII rhe Irish hier
ar ch y and its sup posed assimilationist plot as the
sole cause of their religio us diffiru lties. This re
veals o ne of the g rea test weaknevsev of Daignauh
and his su p porrers - IhelT fa illlle 10 It''Cogni,e
how all of the OIher d ifft"rences bt'1....·re n C.a lh ol
icism in Q uebec and in :\' e....· En gland foredoomed
an~' altemp t to lTansp la nr Ihe pr O\'idential m is·
sion . :\Iod ("ra l(" Fra nco-Amer ica m. III Woon'SOCkel
like [ ug;ne Ja lberr and [lie \ '; , ina. wh o refu'>f'd
to adopl the conspira torial fra me wOlk of
Dai gn a uh , rt'ali,ed Ihe nen! for adapta lion 10
realities of Ihe re ligious silua lio n in their new

land. jalben and Vezina were borh o lfice rs of rhe
Un io n St.-Jea n- Baptisle, Franr o-Amern-a n na
tional fra ternal and mu tua l benefit societv whose
headquarters were in Woon socke t. T he L'n ion
was the center o f opposnion to Sent ine llism
among modera te Franco-America ns.

Reccgnnion of gaps in rhe rel ig ious vision of
Senunelle.. sho uld nOI concea l the fact rhat the v
d id raise some impona m q uestions co ncerning
the nature a nd Iuncuomn g o f American Ca tho lic
ism . Two of these dealt wi th ends. wh ile one
hin ged on means. Wha t ....-as 10 be tht' ro le o f
nationa l minorities ....·i th in the chu rch III the
ljnned Slat es. and how was one to reco nci le na 
tionali ty and religion? Dai gn ault and company
felt that na rional iues - speci fica lly their ow n 
shou ld ha ve a much larger role , indudi n ~ in 
rreawd emphas is on mother to ngue, nat ional
par ishes, 'i< hoo ls, priests. and bishops. Some ....-ent
so far as implying th at if nation ali ty a nd relig io n
co nfhr ted . nan onaluv ..hould take precede nce.
The ch urc h h iera rchy a nd moderate Franco
America ns who suppor ted them agreed thar na
uonalnies had a place within Ame rica n Ca thol ic
ism . hUI ethn ic co ncerns had 10 be subordina ted
to Ihe co mmon 1/:001 of a ll Carhol irs - preserva
lion of religion . xtoderare Franco-America ns in
sisted rhat this di d not mean esrerrrunanon of
na tional pa ris hes. and chu rch leader s agreed. T he
vear s after the Senr inell e affa ir how ever have
sbo....·n the co rrec mess of Dai gn aul t's co ncern . for
the importance of nanonah nes and their pari she..
ha s ueadi lv dec rea..ed. Yet Dai gnauh was prob
ab ly right for th e- wron g reasons . Thi s dec rease
ha s been primari ly due to broader u ends suc h as
weakening of immigrant -eth nic ti e-s, rather than
the resu fr of acnve policies on th e parr nf the
ch urch. The war was lost even if Dai gnaul t had
won his hallie. since the end result would uhi 
matelv have been the same . O f co urse Fran co
Americans were nOI the o n ly Catholic immi grants
to co me I ntO co nfliCi with Ihe Irish h ier ar ch y.
Iralian . Poli sh and o the r Ea \l efn Eu ro pean na ·
tionalitie.. had similar eXjJ('rie nce.. and d isputes
conct"rni ng the role of nati onal rninori lie.. within
American Ca lhol icisrn . I '

The \of'Cond broad re ligIOUS q ut"Slion asked by
Ihe Senti ne lles was how much co nlTol co uld Ihe
dioceS(' nt'rr O\-er in di vid ual pa r ish affairs? They
often con lended Iha t Ihis was Iht'i r main co ncern .

..
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II.IIIIIII Iar h whe-n lhl"\ we re- atraid n f ht-in .~ la 
hdn:l "u n-Amen ca n" for ! ll l,h i n~ , h t, nauonalit v
i"Ut" too f ill . II is t rue tha i rhe ohli~i1toJ\ nature
o f tI lUtt'~ 1lI fund d ri ve.. wa .. o ne o f Ilai~nauh ' s

PI:I h.llt,.., hUI II IS obviou-, rh.u IhlS wa.. closelv
It,lilll'd 10 rhc nauonalnv ' '' lit' . Da ignault op
po, t'(l Ihl ' dr in'\ pri mu n!v bnall sl' Ihe )" th reatened
tlw lin.unial independenc e of the na tional parish
and hl'faUSt' ti lt' rnOllt'y ralS(,d wa s 10 be spen t 0 11
di tHI',a n s<'l lOo ls a nd e haruahh- ins ti tlillom, in
whir h Da igna ult feared .\l~ n ' lI 'a ll (1" wou ld be
we-ake-ned . But the- di cx__t'sa n cont rol issue was im 
pll ll ,lIlt on irs own , e\ !x-t ia ll ~' in thr- t'nned Slates
wh t,!t" ,I long Iradit ion o f mdividuahvm. local i\m ,
slau', ' r ig h ts. a nd [ear o f a It'llualili ng govern
mem as tyrannical. m ight lead o ne- to believe th ac
n ;u gnauh had struc k a symparheuc chord . Ho w
e-ve-r St°minelks aga m we-re u YIllJit to o p po\t' in 
t'\1l.1blt' wa n ", of bo rh hi , tnr y and the- Iu ru re. The
C.llholil- ch urch had a lwa ys been run o n the
pt Ull 11'11' o f h ierarch ica l r erural u a uon. with
aUlhor m and d isci pl ine devo lvmg from th e rop.
The dema nds of the p,..-en u eth ce-nrurv cou ld o nly

lilt lI'a"t" vuch r erurahzauon t""I)l°cialh ..m ce the
d it)(t", t' wa s superior 10 Ihl' I);ui , h , borh in tet mc
flf ;1 ..... id er Iinane ia t k ,'>t" l ro m w hic h locolle'l'l
lu nd .. a nd a~ a larger un it ..... ithin ..... hic h ra tiona l
planmng a nd di vbursemem l!('ci \ ion, cou ld be
made. II is ironic that in thi, invtam e Senunell es
W t"U' doubl y doomed - plare-d in a dilemma in
..... hich the )' were damne-d hfllh if lh ey did or
didn'r . On the one ha nd rhcv wen- t1demllng
naduiona l le JiRio u, and uauonu l ide-a.. (mi li tant
.l u nJ IJla 1/(1" ) which WI'I( ° doonu-d in America from

the ' IM I. On the o the r ha nd Ihe Ame~ican ideals
for whit h t he-v W(' I (' ' UP I)(l'\(°d l.. f iKh l ft-J g- , such a ~
a u touom v a nd ..d f·d elt'lmirld liofl , s tood in 0 1'
!)(l\itlUn to their uadirio nal ba. kground o f Carh 
u lit ism . Sm h con uadicrorv IXJlal it it', bet ween o ld
a nd new under m ined Iht' Selui nellt> r a use.

Th(' 1 0 religio us i\ \ul" \ a bove- both dea l .....uh
goal s. II a s possible to la lk ra tionall y a bout
rhe-,e. a lthough the thre-e grollP\ in volved (Sen 
unelles. moderat es, h iera rch y) seldom see med
ca pable o l th is. Ye t the topic which ge nera ted th e
mo st heal, e motiona l o u tbu rvtc, a nd vit uperat ive



name-calling concerned nOI alll fina l l(lMI hut the
que-non of lal lin . I-{o "" ..hou ld a con flict he
t wee-n church authoruv a nd a diwident xrcup he
n-solved> How far cou ld d ivside n rs 1(0 in o ppovi
l ion [0 [twi l r e li K i oll ~ ,> 1I1)(·tlOT.'>, an d what mr-r h
uti .. 01 o p pos it io n ..h n uld Iw Il"l'd ? In ,1I~ ll i n,g nver
1111:'"e qUl'" [io n,, [he inlt'II WI im- r- h arar u-r 01 [h e
St·mi nelle aff.ur became rnovr e\ ide m. :\I<xler :u e '>
li ke J a lbt'll m i/(hl have IMll h agreed. a t II'a ,> 1 in
rheor v. wuh .... Hnt" of the vubvran nve i'>'>IJ('" which
1l.1Ig:l1auh wa .. rai ..in g. W ha l [hey cou ld nnl toler 
,II I:' we-re h i.. 1,lIlir... of ..nidl'fln' and mrlitanc e, hi s
I rea ling pu hlir nnmoil . H Olle had a d i<,agH't'
me-ru with I huu h polirv. o ne ..hould re..p t'llfull y
ranv [hi ' s nmplauu lip Ill(' ..!t.p" of the hierarc h i
("al ladder ami ahidr- hv r1 H' final tkri sioll of the
t hu rr h. Sr-nnm-lh-, bmkr- all [hese Tll II ' ~ . when
Hivhop H ir kr-v u-jer ted their H'l l "(",>[", thq ht"/(an
public al( i l;ll io n a nd IUIllI'l1 th eir req ue ..... into
demands. Whl'n rhe Po p- di d likewi '>(", tlw, wen!
hevond rhe repn-v-ntauve- of Cod on [ au h a nd
pili the mauer before ri \ 'i l IOUth (1I11 \ 1I(( t' '>'> fu ll ''I.
commim ng [he fin al btacptn-mv 0 1 nllxi ll~ God
and Cat"!klr.

lla ll(na ull nla\ ha n ' k it Ilw!e w.... ,un p l,' plt're·
tklll wi thin Ill<" h i..[o q ' of ;\ nH'l ir a ll G llho lifi\m
101 h i.. milil.lIll lI lt' all ~ , and Ih al " l'xtrt·m i..m in
Iht, dden <,(' o f liberl v i.. 110 \'il e .... :\Iot!l'fa lion in
lht" 1'11T\ u il 01 jU'>l ire i" 1111 \ 'itlllt'." l1 II n wI' \ ('f IIf"
made Ih,' (al ai t'HOJ o ( lor l(l'u ing: bolh hi '> I on ·
~ l lI lIt'nn and ,ourl- T h i '> ""a'> h.'l\ical h a 1t' l ig:iOlI'"
di,>pult" within Ihe confillt·,> ul C..;uholiri~m. When
Ih ig:na u h f1aulIIl'd Ihl' Ira d il io ll '> a nd HIit-.. o(

Ih""f" ronfi m'\ 100 g:rf"arl~' . hI" lall IIw l i'>k n(
alH'na linl( b'llh hl ~ C;u holi, pt>t"I '> and judge",
Rt' li g: iou \ dl ,>ol)('ll il'I1lT. IIkt' i t'> l i\ i l UIllllll" p;Hl,
1ll;!V()(Ta ..io ll;t1ly prO\ I' infllll 'lilial in [tw I OIl~

lun , hu t in rI\{· ..hon tllll !tit" d i..olwyl,t 111 11'>1 t,)(,
pr epan-d 10 lo '>t' [hI" l a'>,' a lld 1),] \ Ihl' pl i,,' ,
[)a i ~nauh 1'1 .11. '>t"ellwd 10 (org-el thi.._

The com p lex i[\ 01 Ih l' la ""l g-na -like fo ld illK o f
ld\('n of t'xlX"lil:'tut' iIKH'a'>l''' , a'> nnl' '>IT" Ihal
llalin nali ty a nd 1('Ii~ion aH' l·nllll"..hNI ""il h th e
Ilrnhlelll ol l n l iKh [ , n~ a nu lIIK Franco ·.-\mn ilan... .
pa llic u la r h 1 0lHI'rni n~ Ih('lIlw... lion of mililanr t"
\t' r~ lIs mndn;l[ion . C,o lllla n ' III popu lar \ (('It'O
[ype .., a IlaliOllalil y '>eldum 101111\ a unifi l'd t'lll il\'.
E1hnir in liKhtill~ a mo nK Ftallcf)-Aml'lifall .., 0111'
o f lh f" mO..l "\idt"1l( a nd r)('r!Mp ,> 1ll,,'>I d;lIn;J g-ill~

cha rafl f"ri'>[il o f the St'lll iIWIl,' aHa it , i'> all ' 'x -

rellent exampl- of rhi v, Such divisi ve- infi.':h l i n .~

did nOl bcet n in 192"1 with the publua riun of La
Sennnetlr . ln n-mec in e '>t ru~Kle\, a nd Iar tinna l
feuds and divi ..i nll ~ \\TH' a uaduion 01 Frenr h
Ca nada h om [h e davv 01 ~" \'; Fr anc e. when rhe
"i nd epe ndent" cha rade! of [he habitant wa .. fi",[
noticed . "lh i.. in te-nse individuali sm 1)('! ,> i ..II'd alter
the Engl ivh conq ues t. a .. d i '>ll ml o f If'.1 .b ig /a u
a nd retrea t wnh in the Qudwc <,a n fl ua l Yd id nOI
'>pell complete- '>I)lida ri l~' with in rhe !,: rnup,
French Canadian-, who immigrated to :\"I"W }-'.nK
land continued hirke rinlo: among themwl vr-s . ..n
milch ...0 Iha l some 01 rhe di ll' Ihou~lll thi-, wa ..
hilllkJill ,~ snrvn-ancr.

Du ring rhe St'm in elll' ,.ff:, il sur h Irauiei dal in
fi~hlin g n llll t-rued na lio nalil y and leli/o: io ll , a nd
ultima tel y n'volved around tfn- [.."II(' 01 miluam-e
\'(· ...11.. mod"l<lt io ll. A!i:,tin Ih is in volved a di ..,HIIt·
over mean .. a'> we-Il a-, ends. \\'h il t' Sl'llI indle '>
a-cured rherr ..upporn-... Ihal Ihe end-, jll'>l1 lit'l1 lhe
t1\1' of milnam meanv. Itwi I Fta nc'o-Anu-rican op
ponen ts quevuone-d nor onlv thr - lan il '> 01 mili 
tam e. bUI ahn whether "III h mea ns wouM bri ng
a bout Ihe dl,..iH'l1 g-oah, .lIld " hethl" tht· g;fMI\
Ihelll '>l'I\ I''> wI'n ' d " ..i rahll'.." I·n tille llt' m ili la n [.. ;1(1
\'(K<lll'd lin n ' IHI,,,('!\',u in li o t a ll i..o!;t [ioll i ,>1 Sl lT

I'/l'rl/U t', [ 0 be ;uh ie\Td h\' !t 'it'f lin g a ll n llll 

p rollli ....·. tOOI)('la lioll , ,tile! a d" p la li oll . :\1' Klt' l<tle '>
I oll llst' k d ,1t!ap I<Jlion [(I a d lllt 'n 'l1l en "i loll llle lll .
<I nri HKII... ·T<u io n wi lh "OIlI'> It!t"f "" li ke IIIf> hi'>h
lhul<h hll' r;llch\ , in ord!'1 10 mai m alll <I .. lIlulh of
Ihl" nation;cl hnlla/(i' a .. wa'> ka\ihle.

Th i.. nllli l;llll -lllodnalt' t!1'>pllll' also did n OI he
/( 111 ,,'i[ h SI'mindli\m . II call 1)(' cOl1'> idt ·tt,j Ih t"
g-Tea l h l' lJf h C..nadian IIt'hatt'. Q lIt'hel !la ljonal-
i..h ha\'e f (Ju~h[ a mo ng; ItH'rtht'h't' ~ ..i lll( ' lht · ('ad\'
n ilH'[I'f'nlh '1 'lIl tll \' I nTI Wht'[tll 'r llIi lil<l IH t' Il l'

rllmlnalioll wa .. [ h t' Plol WI W,I\' [0 p rol "1[ \l I T

l' /l'Q r U f', a nd O\'t' l how ITl Il Ch I u nc ilia t iolt ,lil t! CIIIIl

p romi sing: wil h Eng-li'>h ( :'IIl<ltli a lh (flu ll 1Jt: a l
IO"" l"d in Ih t, p tH'>u il (If Ih i '> 1(0,11. T hi .. dl'b,lIl" wa \
1;lrril'd fro m Q uehN [n :\"t·w Fn /(land allli wa~ .l

WUTre 01di"IHIIt' Ihl' le, IKI[h among: Fr ,1lI 1 0 

.-\ merir a n '> a nd f)('I\HTn Ih"1ll a nd lilt' Ir ish . fro m
ItIt' 181'10.. In 11ll" 1920~ .

From rhi .. I hr otlolog- iral IKJlIll o f \ 'if"w , Itw Sell
lim'll e aflail ca n ht' ..tTII ,I'> [tit" culminalioll o f Ih t,
Ini\il.. n[ ·nllllll'l;l[e dl'!J;![1' <llII fH! g- Fra lll 'I ·,.\nl t'r 
il,lfl\Y TIll' iroll \ i.. Iha [ while IJolh '> idt ·,> wne
<lning- upon a '>'>ulIlpl ion.. wh il h mi g-Ill ill' tO Il-

•
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side red "r ight" o r "correct" at rhe time o f the
affa ir. the outcome a nd aftermat h of Sentine tli sm
demonstra ted tha t bo th militants and modera tes
were in the final ana lysis "wro ng." The Senun 
elles were "righ t" in their perception that Fra nco
Americans were sltp ping' away from their nati on 
a l cu lture and religion . However modera te
Fran co-Americans were also "righ t" in declaring
tha t militancy would be co uruer-p roducuve and
would bring reaction . Bu t in the long run they
were both "wro ng" since French Canadian J U T

muance could not be preserved outs ide of the
Qu ebec homeland , regardless of whether mili 
ranee or moderation were followed. Given the in
evita hi litv of failure, ma ybe it was the Semmelles
who hewed elmer to the na tional line . Did they
rea lly care If the y wo n or lost, or d id the v we
themselves as the nob le but ilf.Iated pu rsuers of a
1051 cause, th us co ntin uin g the French Canadian
tradition of lionizing and myt hologizing ma rtyrs ?
Santaya na has defined a fanatic as one who re
doubles hi s efforts once he has forgotten hi s goal.
If Seruinelles were gu ilt y o f Ianaudsm at ti mes,
was it tha i the y lost sia ht of their goal, or tha t the
fight itself was the h idden goal ?

The final "cont our o f the landscape" ill u min 
ared by even ts o f the Senunelle affa ir involves the
influence of the environmen t wh ich pr ovided the
backdro p - the spec ific locale of Woon socket and
the general setting: of America n cu lture. T he
unique nature of w oonsocket must have con
ditioned the srrugg!e. It is a sma ll city (abo u t
50,000 people), whose population , economic and
soc ial growth sto pped in the 19205. In exa mining
the influence of \ \ 'OOIlSCXKt'I, the image of an
enclosed room or compartment comes to mind .
This was a town where the mi ll , the immigrant,
the Cat holic. and the Franco-America n domi n
ated. Each of these affected the out look of Franco
Amer icans living there, ultima tely producing an
in su la ting or "c lo seung" effect.

Textile mills gave woonsocket its dra b p hysical
appearance and its working class environme nt .
where a hard day 's labor dom inated all else. For
workers who cou ld afford to save litt le money.
who had linle cha nce o f occupationa l mobili ty,
and w hOM' lives were oriented around mi ll a nd
tenemen ts, the electrica l atmosphe re of Sennn -
ell ism (with it s cha rges and co unter-cha rges.
dra matic even ts. meet ings , and rallies ) mUSI have

been a wekomc diversio n from cvervdav drudger)'.
Since 1890 immigr ant s and their chi ldren had
made up more th an (our-fifth s of Woonsockf't's
popu lat ion. making th e city far mor t' fore ign
than "O ld Am er ican" in the 1920s. The sa me ratio
applied 10 reli gion , with Roman Catholics being
the dominan t group. Given the se figures, is it
surp rising that "nat ives," the Pro testan t Yankees.
were lillie more tha n interested on loo kers duri ng
the great baule of the 1920s?

Franco-Americans in Woonsocket could derive
a certain secu r ity from kno w ing tha t the great
ma jori ty of their fell ow citizens w ere both im 
migrant s (first or second generation ) and Cath 
olin . However man y other cities in New Engla nd
were III a simi lar situa tio n. The un iqueness of
Woons<Kkel came from the fact that Franco 
Americans by them selves were in a majority . From
1895 until aft er 1930 the first and se-cond generation
represeruanves of one ethn ic group were a n u merical
majority there. a situa tion which was seldom dupli
ca ted else-where in the Un ited Stales. If all genera
tion s are co un ted (third and beyond ), 70 percent
(36,000) of Woonsocket 's popu lat ion w as Franco,
American by 1930. T hi s made the city the "Quebec
of New Eng la nd, " both in terms of percen tage of
population which was Fra nco -American and in
total number of Fra nco -Amer ica ns. T he eth nic
group's political. econom ic. and social position was
nowhere as secure as was their demographic sima
tion . However their unqualified demographic dom 
inauon. and co nco mita nt insu larity , must hav e
made ma ny feel q uire secure within the confines
of the ci ty. Such Ieefings may have hel ped give
Senunel le leaders the in ner co nfidence to auempt
their rebell ion , a nd a lso may pania lly explai n
why moderate and mili tant Fra nco- Americans
foug ht so u nreservedly with each other within the
city. Thev had lill ie reason to fear serious censu re
and reprisa ls (rom w oonsocket 's non -Franco
American popu lat ion, which had minor i ty status.

Bu t Woonsocket w as no t a microcosm of the
wor ld. O utside the boundaries of the ci ty, Franco
Americans were in a m inorit y in New England.
in the Ame rican Catholic ch urch, and in the
Uni ted Sta tes. Thi s incongru ity. between dom 
inance in Woo nsoc kf't and rea lization of a d iffer
ern wor ld outside, may have st im ula ted tensions
which Senuue tles felt , resultin g in revolt.

The in tt'n sity of na tivistic feelings di rected to -
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wa rds imnueraut -, 10 th e- U nited Stares . particu la r
l ~ ' dutmg Ih(' 13 [(' n ineteenth and ea rly I ....-en ueth
o- n tu ries. has ber-n d i ~(m~t 'd Ireq uendv by Am er
ican hivrorian v. Fre nc h Ca nad ia n .. suHr rc'll fro m
Ya nkee a nd Pr o testa n t nativ i sm in x ew England
before 19tHJ, b ill suc h certumerus declined from
that rime on . During th e Sennnelle affa ir 1I'>t'1f
Ih is class ica l va ria nt of na ti vivm looms invign ifi
( a lii when r o mpared to the va-t a mou n t o f Iri sh 
Frauco -Amencan cont lir r with in Ameri ca n Ca th
() I ic i~m . Tllll " OIW can '>C 'I' the Selll int' lI(' a ffa ir a ..
a n in dicati on that th e tmdi uonal Yankee-nnmi 
gr a nt. P lOu'"lalH -l .alhol i(·. and rural -urban di -
I hor o rniev o f na tivis m ma l' ha ve bee-n overstre ssed .
;tt the expcnw o f intra-ethnic. illl ra- rl' ligi llll'., and
in tra -u rba n divputes.

H o we ver In the ye-dr.. imrnedia telv preeedmg
the beg inning o f Senunellism. there- wav an O U I

break o f IMli\ i..m wh ich started a s ann-German
Ieeh ngs during Wor ld Wal I and broadene-d 10

include " IO(J p I ' f n 'lll Amencamvm" dir ec u-d a t all
im m igra r uv d uri ng a nd afu-r rhe war. In Rhode
Island rhi s wa s reflected in the Perk hill. which
advoca ted elmt' sta te "UI)('I" i, io ll o f [Mm, hia l
lChonls, a nd li mua uon o f fOleig-1l lanKu;IKe reach -

inK in ..uch ~( hools. TIll' 1'('('1.:. bill wa v P;l ~ "f'd bv
lilt' ..ta te 1I'...:i slaluH· in 1922. It wac never enforced
a nd wa .. repe-aled in 1925 , p,:u lIJ.ll y I)('(·au ..(' o f
adamant ( 1IIll p la im" from Franco-Amer ican lead
l"f~ in R hod (' lvla nd.u '1'1' 1 , m h a u u ude, and
acuon-, pUi Franco..:\me-ri ('.ul'> o n th e defenvi ve,
even III ethnic 'IroJl~holds lik e Woo n ,cx kel, and
made them mor e st rident III dden '>l' o f their
r ulrure. SlII h ..mder udefen siveue..~ cou ld ea~ i h

become rru luantfv agg-n·..si ve, a s wa , IIJ(' r-aw wi th

Sen n nel k-s.
The 100 [ >< 'fn '!H Ameri ramvm 1ll0 \1'lIWIlI was

pan o f rlu- Kre<l l "red "ran'" wh ich for med th e
p lOlng lJ(' 10 lilt' 1920~ . Altho ugh ir is il\(onect 10
vtew rhi.. dl'('adl' in i \f II':lI io n , ei the r .1"an a be r
ra llo n i"l illlt' r1udt' ( th e " roa r ing twe n ries"! or a .. a
ume of n-vol unonarv changes ( o\ e l l uc )l.:. , n~ the
fan rha r ma n v o f the cha nge, became nomeable
in the 192ih ), ir dot's ind isputablv form a d lsl imt
time-peri od wh ic h sha pe d the con",ioll "n l's ~ o f
those pa lli( i l' i1 ling .u-lI \'d y or \ 'ica rlUlI"ly in the
Selll ill ell t, "fla ir . T he hoopla a nd ",'n "aliona li, m
of th e 192(h ha -, o ften I)l'{'n ovcremphavived . hut
th e yt'a l ~ d id con tai n muc h melodrama ami erno
uonal ism. ..uch a s sJ-X'Clan lla r j u ry uials. new
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amuw mems and fads, and ( hanging morals and
manner , refl ected In new life sty le-s . A majoritv of
the- Ame-rican popu lace- may not have part icipated
eXlem in'ly in such acU\ itie~ , bu t an innea~ingll

influentia l middle class did . T he mass media such
as newspapers. radi o, and movies pla yed a large
ro le- in pu bliciz ing the above events .

The excuemem and drama of the Seruinel le
crisis, at time-s manufactured and at lime-s re-a l.
bUI al wavs magnified by extensive New England
newspaper coverage. mark this affair as wmpto
mauc of the 192Os. Leaders on both side) of the
di spute we-re- midd le- class, which was nOI ne-w in
Ameruan historv. but the e-normous iIlleres l
wh ich Ihe-y generated a mong Franco-American s
and o rhers both in WOOIl S(Kke-t and th rougho u t
New England (as measured by newspa per reader 
ship. auendance at rallies. banquets. and mee t
inKS) rdlN' ls the teno r of the 1920s. Daily work
lives o f woonsocket revidents might ) lil1 have
been drab and dull . bur th e-re- were incre-asing
oppon ur uues lor em ertainmenr .

Yet a m wnous srud v of the 1920\ reveal s ren 
<ron a nd conflict . as w e- II as sensanonal ivm and
fri\'ol ity . whether it invo lved na nvivm as in the
red w are and the Sacco- van eetu trial. fun dame-nt 
al ism as ill tht ' Ku Klu x Kla n and th e- Scope s
"monkey" trial. 01 ge nerat io na l and sex di sputes
over the ne-w ro les of vourh and wo me n . the 1920s
were full of d issension , Suc h srrife o ften resu lted
from a clash between old and new - a cultural
lag which accelerated with the popularization of
«cbnoloaical developments such as rhe automo
bile, radio , a nd movies. The Sentinelle affa ir
featured such tens ion resul ung from a cultu ral
lag: confli, I belween uld and new. Fra nco-Ame r
icans ca ug h t in disp ute. both mil itant and mod 
erate , wete- d isturbed and al ar med about the
(ha n~i ng tare of ' he ir nauonali tv. as adapta tio n
to li fe in America bega n 10 overshadow homela nd
rOOI 50. Such adaptation would have been particu 
larlv disturbing in rhe 192Os, as Franco-American
vourhs experienced new technological and cul 
rural changes.

Fncu on ar isin~ fro m con flict between o ld
values a nd new realiti es was a lso evide n t in the
Cat ho li(' ch urch's role in Sennnellum. Franco
Am eri can mi lnams were unable 10 /(ras p the fan
rhat rhe church in America co uld never be the
sa me as it was in Quebec. wh ile the Iri sh ch urch

hierar chy seemed unable 10 adapt to the needs of
its "ne w immigrant" panvhioners . Di sturbed by a
changing United Stares which was aln-ring Ihen
lives, parucipa ru s in the Senunelle affa ir (m i li
ram. moderate, and church hierarchv ] too often
su b- rium-d ernouon-, for reasoning . Thus they
p rolonged and compl ica ted the \tlu/(/( It' rather
than clarifying it.

In the fina l analysis there is no O llt' "key" to
underst anding the Senunelle affair, but manv
different vantage points from which 10 \ iew it s
aigruficance. This amr!e has dealt with vuch
larger sign ifica nces of an event wh ich is primarih
local h istorv. The rat iona le fo r such an attempt is
well pUI by Boyer and ~ issenba um in thei r study
of the social origi ns of Sal em witchc ra ft tri a ls:

"We have ... exp loi ted th e foca l e\'I'nts .., as a
stranger migh t ma ke UM' o f a lig hlni ng flas h in
the n ight: bener to observe the contou rs o f the
landsca pe which ir cha nces 10 illumina te... What
we have been a uemp nng .., is 10 co nvev something
o f rhe deeper historical resonances of our sloq
while still respecnng u s uniqueness .?«

....,
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Th ,. Ro/t' uf Iflllllltl PII.u ht',1m Iht' ,\'rt/ ' r .... ,\f...fmpo /I
IlItl ... . ..Il. /.~~(I..J'H O ( ~t'''' Ynllt.. 197:' 1. \ ' 1(101 G l ....n..·'
f or (;00 IItld Count ....·; Th<, R, of I'" /,,h lind 1.l l hua... -
III" tlh ....c ConJ,(wu ,.tl...n m .., "ell. I ,~hl) ./ QJO

( ~l ad ivm. Wl<o£omlll, 1975 )..uu1 R u h.n d J.lIll. h ·,
. ~ '01n/('II" Csthollenm IItld f.'urofJt"lItl /m ....,~.lItl" IIQ(I(I 
19:!4/ l="'....' Yorl. . 19,:. ).

II T he flll"''''' nol o-.ll~nauh·\ . oj (ow ..... hur a tTn
( ;ol d....-a l"f ' ~ during h i, au·t'plilll<r ,!>M'th al Ih l" 19Ii--l
Rt'pu bh('an nauona l cmnrnunn h ..n l.h n L Bu rdf'll" .
T h... Rt'pub/learr Par l)'; A Shorf /lu tfl ....·( ;.,;".. Yml. , 19,:! \
II'

12 Bur nOl amon1/: Qu brcou ,, 'h t'Tr rh.. d "puc" conunued
1'1 rdl/;" dn d ~ 1I 11 d It.. la " , with Ihr ,...pa.al l ,H.. 1110\ " -

meru u·"rl"\t'nrin~ th e mihl;tnr ' , ami mode-rate h ('ll' h
Call .llll all , . , dH ..-al i n~ a hO\1 01 I.." "XIr" lllf' ,.. lunon v
Ram 'd\' Cool. . Cllnada (HId Ih... f' .....u II Catl ndm" Qu~ , 

lum (T or " n lO, 1%7 ).

1:'.1 .'wll r" lf. 16~ ·1I;9 : Rumilh- . ".'15...'\.'> 0

H I' .lul 8m'r, and Stepheu ;";i'''·III",wn . ' aln ... P"-,-", ,, ~d :

T il ... .'ioClIII 0 "1:' 1015 of l" //( hHa /f j Cl rnhTld~ , .\ I.i".,
1974 ) XII a nd 179 ,
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Eben Tourjee's Rhode Island Roots

Wt'll known a~ founder of the world Iamous New
Engla nd Concervatorv of :\1usic In Boston (1867),
Eben Tourjee and his earl ier effons at estab
lishing m usic schools a nd conserva tories in
Rh ode Isla nd and sout heaster n Massar hu seu s a rt'
h u le known except to music h istonanc Fro m th e
beginmng a practic ing muvir educa tor , T ourjee
organised mu..if classe.. at a voung age; Iounded
music schoolv. inslilUles, and a conservatorv
(before the :\'rw England ); <;.ang and played organ
in several churches; and lau~bl music In Fall
River , :\' t'wpOTl , Eavr Greenwich and Pro vidence.

These ex periences p repared hi m ....-ell for his
la ter la ~ t i nK endeavor. With ou t Ihl'S(' ea rlv sur
ee-sws a nd failures. it is doubtf ul th at the em
brvonic vea rs of the New En gf and Conservatorv
wou ld ha ve wea thered the arriva l of a nother
Boven mus ic v hoot in the 10111' 186Ch. :\Ia ..sa
chusens and rhe musical world are forever
indebted 10 this son of Rhode Island .

Born june I, 183-1 in Warwick, Eben ....-a .. the
second chi ld and elder co n o f Ebenezer and Ang el
ina Ball Tou rjee. O f Hugue not lin eage. the
T ourjees p roba bly origi na ted from the famil y
Tatge which received two lot s o f a sho n- Iivcd
senle rne nt in Frenchtown. Easl Greenwich , in
1686. The nam e a lso read.. Tcurgee in o ld deeds.'

Angelina Batl . born Dere m ber -I. 1808, daugh te r
of Ed mund and Cbariw Dod ge Ball , mar ried
Ebenezer Tourjee :\lal' 10, 1829. Their son [ben had
th ree sis ters : Charily. :\Ia q" and An na. and one
brOlheT, j t'Tt'm ia h.!

AI Ihe ea rl}' age of eig h l )'l'ars. Eben h<'l/:a n
wor king OI l a ca lico m ill in East G rrtnwich a
lonli;' day of (ourtt'f'n hours with a short wage of a

· Prolt:"'> loOt f' iUPdlru k n ('ha ilmdn oIlh(' dq>aflml'm of
mu)ic al Bouon Stall!' CoII~.

dolla r a week. He next worked in a woolen mi ll
in Ph en ix and bv the aKt' of th ir teen was a n
emplovee of the Ha rri svill e ronon mi ll -, ow ned by
Gmf'rtlot Elisha Harris.

Eben was sing-ing boy a lto in the !\-ftolhodi st
«hurr-h ch o ir a nd received inv rrurnrm a t the East
G ree n wich Academy. having bee n enrolled there
hv Oovemor B an is - a truvree of the in ..uruuon
- ....-bo apparemlv look a special in terevr in rhe
ambuiouv and talented voungve-r. w ben rhe or
gamsr fo r the gocemor:s daugjuer'v marriage
Ia iled 10 arrive fro m Bo-aon. Eben rep uredlv
p layed the w edd ing march from mcmor v a nd so
bec ame endea red 10 rhe governor.'

Eli sha Banis financed sing ing lesson-, ill Pro v
ide nce for Eben wi th Professor Lewis T homa..
Down es, buvine..sma rr and musician who ra ugh r
the Bawin i method of vocal cu lture. Playin g or
gan at the ~1(' l hodi\ 1 church in Eavt GrtTnwich
and pracnring piano a t rhe arademv, Eben each
Saturdav walked thirteen m ile, 10 Providence (or
vocal 1t'\ '\Om wi rh Do ....-nes and pia no le....ons wu h
Richard Ea suou. AI the academy he met :\Ii\s
Abbie Tuell - later 10 be h is wife - who was
th en attending a yo ung ladi es' finis h ing: school in
Providence.

About 18S0 Eben m o ved into Pro vidence- 10

beg in work in g for the Edward W_ Hilli n!':.. m USK
store and playing p iano in the store on-he..tra . He
boa rded with th ree other vou ng men: john Car 
penter, a BTO....-n U mvers uv student, Charle..
Wea lheTbn- . a new spa per appren llct' , and [)a\'id
Allt'n. a dr)' goods dl'rk.

T a king: 1I:..sons in \'oicr (Ihe n a lenor). pia no
and organ , Tourjee was mOlt' imf'rt'sled in
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teacbmg o tber.. the-art 01 mu..ic than in hi ..own
concert ca reer. He conceived reaching fundamental..
01 mu ..ir and appl ied lesson.. in voire or in...numerus
in small classes. The u sual me-thod of pursumg
private le....ons had be-en on a one-re-one rela tion
sh ip 01 pu pil 10 instnurm . Il l' believed rhat
rnu..IC Ic·......o n .. cou ld be ta ugh t in cla ,,(''' , as in
OIhe r ..ubjC,("1 area ... Each of four ..tude-me in a
piano cia ...... for exa m p le would benefit hv observ
IIlg method... emplovcd In th e rear her. bv an ex
panded rep-noire. and b\ performing fur each
o the r. Thi... " ..tern . kn own for applied mu... ic a ..
the co nserva rorv .., ... tern. wa .. emploved in Europe
at the ume: irs mo..1 widefv known "'UlHce wa... the
l..eipli .1; C,OIl'>t'f\'31Of\' founded by ~1t'nt ll'l ....o h n to

1813.
T ou rjee outl ined hi, small-rla ...... "'~'''' I('1T1 0 11

c hart' and di ..p laved rhem 10 Eavuun ....-ho. wh il('
recepuve 10 the idea . pu'd icuod Iai lure of the pla n
in practice . H o we ver . Oliver 0 11 \011 . founder of
the famou s Boston mu,i( publishing house. while
vi ... itinl/: 8t1linl/: ... . en couraged Eben In Ir~ OUI hi ...
nov el idea .

Alt er Ihrft' y(',us' appren nceship und('r Btllinl/:",
Tourjet' Idt PrO\,id ('n ce ..ome llmt· to 1 85~ lor Fa ll
Riwr. ~I<t ......at"h tl~ tl ... to li \ '(' wil h h i ... a u m and
IInde. Li llic ' and h aar Ca m Ill . AI a.~c' n illC'lft'tl
hi S fin t hu ... im:,.....-It·ac h lllK ,enl u re WOl' laulJ( hed
al 69 :'\'o rl h ~1ain SIJ('C·t , ad""'nl'it'd in lht" Fall
RII't'J ,\lom tor :'\'membt'r 5, 185~ : 1 'ourj(oe' ... :"ew
~I u ... ic and Fa ncy Good.. SlOre'" which c.arried "a
...plendid a ... 'tOrtmem of piano fane... , .. mUSIc,
[ngJi ~h , hC'nfh and (;t"rman Fanq (;ood...
Ladie... W or L. Bo xe... and Rf'l icu le card ' d '>t'...,

bead ... , mirror.., comh... . opc' ra gl a t'.. . . It'a be lls,
,('willI/: b iHh. pt'r fu mt' ry . Th t" proprit' lor ...o licil\ a
... hare of pu hl ic p;l l ron .t~c· , a~ IH" i, \t'ry dC' ... irou,
of prO\'in~ to lh e La di e... and (;emlemen o f Fall
Rl n 'r lha l u u th Il('(od" no m icrosco pe 10 magmf~'

plai n fact' ."
T o urjh- bel/:311 emplo\ing Ihe (!<is.. "p lt"m of

mu..ical imtruction 10 a ..mall group of children ,
among whom .....ere hi ... cousin... Fran l. and Jo\t'ph
C.amm. lie- co nd ucted \ocal daw.·... and pla\'ed
organ in M'\e-ral churche,. among Ihe m Ban l.
Slrffl ~l elhod i "l Chu rch in Fall R i\ 'er a nd :-'; t'w
pon ' ... fa moll" T rini lY OHm ·h .

Tourjl'e o rga n ized and made anan/'t{'m('lll s for
m usica l inSlill lle... o r onwe m io n... u SII<l.lI y o f a fe....'
d,ty .. 10 a wf't' k 's dura tion , featuring musical in ·

SITUf llOn and choral ... in l/: in !!; rond uc ted bv 'tOme
of the grea t innerant leal her.. wh o were co n rm
uing the "lIlll:ing '>C hoo l movement o f the eigju
eeruh renrurv. Anema... :'\' . Jolm ...on . r ,lI . Fort .
Benjamin F. Baker and other convennon special -
i...1\ dcpetuh'd u pon Ebe-n fm a smoot h ly IIll1 ni ll~

orga nizatio n whe n rhev ca me 10 Fall River a nd 10

OIht'J loca u nn-, in ' he a re-a. H e booked the 8 0 ' 
ro n -based ~Iendcb'ohn Qum rene- C lub chamber
mu..i( rom ert ... in rhe- lu ....-n . Thoma' Rva n . ih
leader. later ....-n u ld prm ide arenmpanirm-ru for
the :'\'ew England C,ol\'>eJ\'alOl\ of \lu ..ic', hr"'l
rommenc emeru program III Bo...ton . June ~O.

1870.+
[a... l GH'('n w ir h ' ... W,.,.A: Iv Pendu lum :\'me m!>t:',

j, 1855 reported [ben Tourjee .... maniage 10 Abb ic'
j .. da ught er of Mr . J ohn n. T ue ll in war ren "o n
wedue ...day Or -r o ber ~ l. 185." in Ihc' ~lrlho(h'l

Episcopa l Church . h~' Rev. Bro wn . a ...,i"ffi b~

ReL :\oI l. Talbot o f Fall Riv er ... The Amer ica n
Bra ..... Band o f Prov idence was present 0 1 th e
above ()( a ... io n. and performed among o ther
c hoice and appropriate piNes, ~lrndt'h\()hn ' ,

Graod Wtoddi ng :\olarrh . ....·i lh \CJ\' lint" ("lfrt t. "

[ben brou!i; hl hi ... paren l... a nd Ih rt"t' ~is lC' r.. to
Fa ll Ri \,t'r whe re Iht,y worktod in hi .....tore . Th ('
Cily' .. 1857 d ire'clory li 'lt'd Ebcnt'H'1 S. T OLlljee dS

clcrk a l fi9 Nort h Main SIU"("I , lhe .uldrf'...... o f hi ,
.-.on ·s mus ic ... lOrf'.

Tourjet'·... succe...... wit h ch ildren wa ... I/:ai mnl/: for
him bo lh a wide repu ta lion and acceplanct' of h i'"
cla ...s mt'lhod of tt"3chinR mu... ic. H i.. t"xtraordinaq
gifts of OrKanizalion and promotion. hi.. fne nd 
...hip a nd acquainta nce ..... ilh numero ll" mu..tcia n ... .
mmic ed uc a lors. m mic publisht' r ... and busine'io"
men , and h i ... l irele...... e nerl/:y combi nNi 10 kl't'p hi ,
name bt'for(' lh l' p u b lic' in musical lTla llt"r....

The Fall U h!t'T Nt'1.I.' .~ Janua ry 31, 1856 pu b-
li ...hed a n ad\'eJli.-.emefl( fo re...hado win g m uc h of
Eben ', effort" in m ll'~ ic t'duca llon (or tile nexl
thi rl\'-!i\'(" lC'ar..:

Grand )ut¥'11l1t' Con ft'r/ and St'Cond Re-prest"l 
tatlOn of Ihe Truly Splendid Flora l Cantata The
flower Qu,.en . ,\ fr . Tour",. tJ.'o u ld Tt'Jp t'Ctfu liJ
announu thaI tht' ab OJ't' p,,..~entat IOTI of Tht'
Flo lJ. 't'T QlU,.n b)' h,.1 cia.lle! lJ. 'iU talf,. piau at th,.
new Ml Hic H all o n t!l t' ,.,'en m g of F,.br 14ary 14.
/856 ; on w hi,h oaa.urHl h j.~ j l.ll 't'mlt' Cla.Ht's will
all appt'ar, formltlg a fu ll and t'ffntl1.!e choru,l.
T he prmflpal Solo parti WIll bt' Jw ta m ed b}' Iht'
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bt'st talent w h ich co u ld br selec ted from hi s
Cla.u t's. / 11 addition , will b,. pnjormf'd Songs .
Dut'tt s. etc., with ChOTUSt'.~ from tht' "Corm ina
Metodia.'

J'Hr. T . begs Ieaue to stale that ne has devoted
the en tire season 10 rehearsing and pTf'parlTl~ lor
th is Concert.

TICkt't J: 25 a s. may be obtained at Touriee:s.
Fro m the pen of American co mposer George F.

Root - associa te o f Ar temas N . J ohnson a nd
Lowe ll Mason in Ba SIOn - Flower Qut't'Tl wa s it

significant choice a t a time when Europea n musi
cal influence . la rgel y through massive irnmigra 
lions fo llowi ng the 1848 revolutions in Europe.
overwhelmed native Amer ica n com posers and
musicians•.s

In spring 1856, Tourjee was leach ing many of
the children of Newport. b ut nOI a s a sa laried
pub lic school teacher , despite persisten t cl ai ms.
That autumn Lizzie was born, the first of four
chi ld re n. e

Tourjee edi ted and published a sma ll mu sic
paper ca lled Th e Key-Note, incorporated into a
new pe riodical Massachusetts M u.u·' al j ournal in
1855. Devoted to the cu luvancn of music as a
po pular bra nch of educa tio n. it served as a vehicle
to report musical happen in gs such as the var ious
music conven tio ns and ins titu tes o f A.N. Johnson
and B.F. Bak er. T he fifth issue o f th is lilli e semi
momhlv was the last to carry Fall Ri ver as the
masthead . for the next co py was published in
Ba SIOn . By vol ume two , May I , 1856, B.F . Baker
was ed itor a nd proprietor . the pa per 's na me
changed 10 T Ill' Roston Mus ical Journal, and
Tourjee was not mentioned the nceforth. The fin al
issue, February 15, H157, tra nsfe rred all rem ain ing
subscriptions to Duiight 's Journal of Music.' A
typical arti cle fro m "Jo urn al of the Co rrespond 
ing Ed itors" by A.N . johnson and E.H. Fro st
appeari ng in each issue. reported: "A ug us t 28th
(1854). Attended the Musical Convention at New
port , R.I. , a four day session. T his p lace is o ne of
the ' fasfuc nable sr' fash iona ble water in g places in
the cou ntry . and a t this time was as fu ll of fools
fro m upperten dom as it cou ld be. The inha bitan ts
gel their living by spong ing stra nge rs. Spo nged
us ou t o f some 50 dolla rs . in add itio n to a ll the
rece ip ts of the Con ven tion ."

An accompany ing col umn in the same issue
reveals the rigorou s itine ra ry of a professor of

music; " Between August 16th and the followi ng
January 29th (1855) the editor participa ted in 40
conven tio ns lasting from one to ni ne day s in
Massach uset ts. Rhod e Island . New York . Ver
mon t, New Hamp shire, Pen nsylvan ia , all travel
by train ."

Tourjee's sp here of act ivi ties requ ired travel ing
belween Fall R iver . Newport. and East Green
wich . H is expand ing m usical effo rts coupled wi th
financial depression in 1857 caused the closing of
hi s in itia l business ventu re. T ouriers Musical
Empor iu m which in 1855 sold "Splendid $500
Piano Fones" grad ua lly d im ini shed in im por 
tance to T ouriees Ch t'ap Carpet Store a vear
la ter. It is probab le that fa ther Ebenezer Tou rjee
managed the Fall River establ ish men t fro m
summer 1856 unt il its dem ise. The Fall Rwr:r
M on itor May 2. 1857 advertised "a n extra o ppor 
rurmv to purchase a Piano Fo rte if applied for
within a few day s at the music store of E. T our
jee." No further not ices were carried in eit her of
the Fall River jou rnals . The city's 1855 and 1857
di rectories lis ted fat her a nd son as working in the
music store at 69 No rt h Main Street. bu t the next
issue in 1859 shows no entr ies fo r Tourjees .

A second da ug hter C lara - supposedlv named
afte r Robert Sch uma nn's wife - was bo rn in
1858. In the fall of thai year Tourjee addressed a
co nvention in Providence where he stressed the
necesai tv for incl usion o f voca l music in th e

public school curriculum, for the ult ima te pur·
pose of improv ing congregational sing ing In

churches.
At age twenty-five. E ben w as invited to head a

music department a t Providen ce Co nference Sem 
inary, Eas t Gree nwich. by its pr incipal. Rev. Dr.
;\,1.]. T al bot. He accepted and the musica l insti 
tu te w as separa tely chartered. Eben wished to
ex pa nd irs offeri ngs int o a full music school.
wh ile it was apparenl tha t rhe sem inary board of
tr us tees were co nte m p la rin g a good serv ice depart 
men! of music, one th at wou ld serve the need s of
the rest of the school. T he fam o us "pig 's ta il
cha llenge" was exchanged at one of these early
trustee meetings.

T he often reported histor ic incide nt hap pen ed
rhi s way . T our jee offered a p lan of orga niza tion
for the sem inary 's musical inst itu te 10 create a
sepa ra le school, sim i lar to European m usic
schoo ls or co nserva tories. T he chai rman cold ly
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re-mar ked tha t " it wou ld no m ort' be po csible to
establ ish a rrmwrvatorv in th is roumrv th a n it
wo uld be 10 ma ke a wh istle o ut III a pi g- 's tail ...
Tou rjee im med iate ly vnau-hed tilt, un mu-nded
cha ltenge wi th "Cemlemen . you wi ll <;t'(' that i t . \
po....ible to do borh." Eben secu red the porcine
nllL , Iavhioned a whi ..II(' and performed a t the
next tru stees rneeung. W h ile the prt'wfl( location
of Ihi s swi m ..h ite-m i\ unknown. for many vear s
il \'o"3 S di \playt"d in the in strument l:ullt"nion of
lilt" :\("w England Conservatory and described by
Cosmopotua n September 1889 .....uh a double pun.
a" "a w hisrle evid-ndv constructed hom rhe rai l of
a pig . Irs golden o h-agmo uv coil mee klv reposes
among the m O\1 treasured o f mu sical m emen to s:
tied wi th a 11(',11 ho w of blue ri bbon . and a card

labels i t ' I cou ld a tai l unfold .' ''
In th e same year Tourjee .....as It',ll hin~ m usic ill

Ne .....po rt and d ire'rting it in T rin it ) C h urc h. An
a lumna - j.N ,F, initial" an e-xtant let ter written
in 1907 - repo ned: " I bel ieve I ..... ill "ud) rnuvir
th is su m mer ( 1859). I "oll~ht 0111 E. T rjee , or
ganist at Trirutv Church . li e ca rne 10 my home
and I look t w o term.. thai su mmer. l it- ha s a 00\
choir. the only one in Xew port . and he wa s olu-n
invited 10 lake hi" cho ir 10 Trinitv Church in
Sew York Cuv. lit' lauKhl hi" pupilv to fed that
mu sic had a divine mi ssion on ea rth , same as th e
Jl:u"pt'I." She followed Tourjee If) the E."lSl G reen
..... it h semina rv in I !'Io l , bu t cou ld H O I I('main
..ingt ng " wa r 'MIng s again')l the South . mv home ."
SIlt' wro te of Tourjee's urgi ng all hi .... rudems " 10
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be broad . 10 know more than the keyboa rd . 10

read the IiH'~ o f th e maste r-s a nd 10 lea rn the
hi\lOr~' of music. ... After rhe war. sht' co nt inued
her musical studies OIl the Xew [ ORland Con
\1('1\"01101\ .

Wh ilr Tourjee was to achieve great success in
o ther locations - East Greenwich. P ro vid ence .
and Boston - surprisingl)' rhi s record was nor
sustained in Newport . where the rommi tree o n
music of Trini tv Ch urch , dissa tisfied wi th T our
jtt's pr rmarv anemion 10 the musical insti tu te of
the semm arv in EaM Greenwich. "were req uested
10 devise some scheme for improving the music"
and entered the follo win g repon o n December 9.
1861: "T he Com mi ttee are sat i..lied thai with
p rope and su fficient ins truc tion, a choir of bovs
ca n furni sh suc h music as is need ed in our ser
vir-e, a nd that wi th th e p resent OTKa n isl's ot her
engage ment s. it is quite impossi ble to th is end:
T herefore. Resolved tha i Mr. Tourjee be notified
that the Veslry wish 10 rer rmnar e thei r engage
mem with him as o rga nist. o n the lasI dav of the
present mo mh." The nex t resolu non appointed
Henrv S. C ut ler, director of music at Trin it~,

Chunh in ~ew Yor k City, 10 "superintendence"
at Trinitv in x ewpon wilh Tourjee's sa lary and
wit h the added privilege of appointing his own
"de p u tv direc tor ." This ackno wledged that the
pos irion was tOO ume-consurning for one man .
w hether relevant o r nOI, it must be remem bered
that Tourjee was a sta unc h Method ist for h is
entire life.'

Eben was now able 10 devore his major effons
10 rbe incntute in Eas t G reen wich . 11(' apparentl y
gene rated much enthusi asm and imeren in the
m usica l offeri ngs and performances at th e reli
giously oriented co llege as evidenced by thi s cri u
cis m of a ( OIKen held in lau' August 1860:

"The O rJo!:an C.once n al the St'minary Ch apel on
Tue<;( lay past - orga n ist Mr. Wilc ox of Boston,
:\oli s.. Reynol ds and :\01155 Baker of Providence sung
'2 or ~ . piect's, and the dosinJo!: piec(' was sung by
Prof. T ourjt (' and h is mca l class ... (T hey)
pe rfor med Iheir part bea ul ifu lh-.

"T wo po ints mUM ha \'e bn-n made clear 10
e\'ery o ne p resem, that !.he orKan is a su perior
in'iolTum(,IlI , and Iha t Prof. Tourj~ is an excdlenl
inslructor in the Scie nce of Sounds.'"

As \·ar ious South('rn sla tes sec:fded duri ng
sp ring 1861 a nd the Un ion must('red for conflict,

the seminary sponsored a conn'n for the benef it
of rhe Ken nvh Guards. a co mpany of 100 volun
tN'TS [estabhv hed in 1774) in F.a 'iol Oreenwicb. The
Rhode Island Pendulum reported that "At the
rlose o t the ceremonies. Lt . W.E. Per- k proposed
three cheers for Prof. Tou rjee. thr ee r heerv for the
Choir , three cheers for the author of the origi na l
so ng'T ht' Bra ve Ken n sh Guards ' and three cheers
for th, Con stItution /lj It is' (ita lics in origina l ).lo

The musica l invurure Flou rished 10 such an ex
tent that its ron n n uous expa nvion awakened pro 
Iessiona t jealousies in o ther bra nch es of the sem i
nary. II had never been the imemion of the 1r1lS 

tees that rhi s Methodist -Epi scopa l rehg ious ara 
demv shou ld beco me a mere branch of the musi
ca l in st it ut e: rhus differen ces in educa tiona l
objecuves and philosophies ca used a rift betw een
the I WO fact ions. Duoi[{h t 's [ ourna l of M usic ob
served rhat the ins ut ute had a music r la...s of fifty
crudenrs. and rhar "as an a id in the depa rtmen t of
theo ry, Mr. T . has col lected a large vanerv of
musica l invtru menrs ." Th is arcumu lauon was to
become known as the d irector's ca binet.

Tourjee reso lved the uncomfonable suuarion
remporantv by sai li ng on the Persia for Europe
o n Augusl 15, 186~ , where he planned to mvesu
gale a ll phases of co ntinental muvical conwrva 
rories . includi ng methods, textbooks , and espe
cial'" curriculu ms.'!

Pro bably the Honora ble S ir holas Ball , Eben's
u ncle and senior by six vears , hel ped 10 fina nce
rhe European tri p . Nirholas Ball , a seama n. had
re tu rned to Rhode Island from successfu l gold
o pera tions in Ca lifornia. He was elected a sta te
sena tor and lat er consuuc ted the fam ous Ocea n
View Hotel nn Block lsland.u

In Europe Eben con ferred wi rh Ado lph B. Marx
and Juli us Stern al lheir cotl'iol"rvalOrium in Berl in
whi ch lh t')' had co- fou nded wi lh T heodo re Kull ak
in 1850. T ourjl-e mt'l d isti ng u i\ hed OTk hi st Ca rl
Augw;( Haup t and he was g reatl )' imp ressed with
co ng rt'ga liona l sing lOg in Ge rma n ch urc hes ,
which was 10 bendit h im lat er in his de\'elop
men I of the Pra ise Service for m o f ,,-'orshi p . He
£ollSu hed Anto in t' LOlli\ C lapi\\on in Paris, com
plt-tink what hl' It'rmed his "cr itica l persona l
('xaminalion of the mosl celebrated :\ol usI£ Schools
in Europe" befor(' return ing home to Rhod e
hland .u

Fired ,,-'ilh Rrandio\(' plans for Ihe ioslilUle in



East Greenwich . Eben soon realized thai he must
leave rhe Providence Conference Semina ry a nd
establ ish his own independen t music 'tChnol. H is
co nce pnon of a libe ral a nd broad musica l ed uce
tion wi th its uhirnare ex pansion in ins titutional
Iacifiues a nd Iacultv was nei ther unders tood nor
accepted by academy trust{'t's. He moved h is g row
inl'!: Iamilv - Homer was born in 1862. and
Emma arrived in IMM - to Providence. where he
carefuttv undertook strategies solicit inJl: SlIpporl
for hi s new school.

In a litt le document ent it led "Propo...uion for
Estahlislung a Musica l Col lege o r Conserva rorv III

El mwood," December 1864 , Tou rjee referred to
the rapid rise 0 1 musical taste in Amer ica . ....-hil e
he deplored lad o f borh teachers and thorough
training . " W ha t IS needed" he e xplained. " to mN'1
the demands of the present ume. is a ~l u"lc CoI
lege or C.on<,(" rv3toq" 011 a broad and libera l ba sis.
tha t wou ld furn ish e\'t' ry o p port uni ty for a thor
o ug h and systema tic ma stery 0 1 th e S(il'lU (' in a ll
its parts a nd re la tions ." lie co m pared the availa
bi tirv of m usical educa tional opponuniues in
Europe to those in the L'nned States. American s
.....ere a.. gifted a s other peoples. Tourjee implied
when he wro te: " It cannot be denied tha i we have
talent ("nough to suca in 3 Concerva torv he -re. bUI
hirheno rh e- anention 0 1 the pe-opl e ha.. be-en
di rerted 10 o the r bra nches o f ed uca tion , wh ile
m usic ha s been to a grea t extent negler 11'1:1." lit'
referred 10 the recent agitarion lor Iounding a
mu ... ic v hool in Xew Yor k Cit~, and emphavized
th e sn pt"r ioril \' o f th e co n w rva to rv method over Pt! '
"3tt' in ..uuoion , In th(' ('ntiu' nalion tht 'u' did not
exi ..t any music f o lleg(' 01 (On.-.enalOry (·qui\·a lent
to Ibm l' III SI. Pt'!t'r..burg . H(', 1111, Le ip/ ig ,
Mun it h. S Hltlg:'lrl. Cnlog"IH', Dre~dl'n . I'rag:ul'.
\ ·it·nlla . Slol k!lo lm , Wa l',\;j w, BI1('ha rn l. (;('ne\· 'l,
Lif'Ke, Bru sse ls . Amsle rdam, ~ladrid, Lisbo n ,
~li lan . H or em t', l.ondon , and Pari~ , among
OIhe r... ,

Even III th t' Wf". tt'r n Hem ispht'rt' there were
con<,t 'J\·aIOfIt'S III ~kxi('o CilY . Rio dt' JanelTo,
Salll iago, BlIt·no .. A ire~ a nd m;llly smailI'I n llt'S
beftJlt, Tourjh"~ ptolOtypt' in P roviden t 1' . I t
~hou ld a l~o lx, u Tal1('d th 'l t Peabo dy Aradt'IlH' o f
~hmc. Ii nam't'd by Ya n keI' ph ila n th TIJp i..t (;eurgt'
Pea hod~ in hi ... fou nd ing 11'111'1' of 1857. d id not
open in Ralu mo u ' ullIil 1868, Oberlin COIl'ot'l\a ·
tory of ~Imi( in Ohio did not open unlll St'pu'm-

ber 5 , 1&65.
T o urjee . in Derernber 186·1 , peuuom-d th(' Cen

eral Avse mblv 10 incorporate all avsocia uon w uh
a ca pita l of $ 100,000 - in itia l a nd on lv cost, tit'
promised - to purchase lan d ill Elm w ood a nd 10

e rec t and Iurmv h building:~ vunable fo r a col lege
of music. Rhode tstand would be the fir~l 10 esra 
hli vh Ihis unique invriruuon in the t'nued State...
Eben appealed "sha ll such a Conservatorv, one
that ....·i ll be an honor 10 OlU rournrv and to the
State in w hich it may ht- located , a nd 011t' tha t
sha ll com bine all th e ad va ntages of till' ht' '''1 Con 
servatoriev in Europe, hI' evtabl ished?" li t, d rew

auenuon 10 h is ~Ilcc('ssflll eruerprise at Ea\!
Grt"t'nwich a nd how " we have outgrown our
acromodauon... ." Il l' en umera ted the propuiou-,
dividends "resulung from the erection of a ..uu 
able bui lding I(K'aled so near rhe cil \ o f Prov
idenre as Elmwood . III it \l·1f a most desirable lo 
cation , heing" one o f the mos t pleasa nt subur bs of
Ihe f it)' , Wit h a r hoir-e po p u la tion and ill th e
rerm in uv of a Ho rse Ra il Road 10 ht, la id in the
Spring: ....-hich will bri ng it within a ft·..... rninun-,
ride o f the cirv. rhus dflordlllK the st udentv oppor 
rumue-, of hearing ronren v and performances o f
the hest \ Iusicians and advanc ing Iht'ir educa tion
in tht· An of ~Iu"l( bevond w hat would Lt' gaine-d
..... uhi n the Iu stiru uon i tself ."

Tou rjft' tol d of pla ns 10 \Itilt H' ... ummer vaca 
riou tim!' hv condllCli ng- in stitutes I... i rh a profit
"a.~grt'g"ale of $9000" for ~»oo stud entv in a uen
dance. II I' out lined h is needs: a bu ilding or bu il 
dinRs for 300 sludents , dnd rooms for 100 piano
for Ie..; a chapel larR(' enoug:h 10 o;edr 600 . wilh a fi"'t
£la ss or!!:an " ' 0 fu rnish ..tudt'IlI" t',er\' f3( ih l\· 101
studyi ng- thIS in stru mt'nt , and a lso In anolllpany
reJig-ious servin's held ew'l\' 1Il0m ill /l: and
en' nil1/1: ."

F.1)l·n the t' n lleprt'm·ur 1l..1t'ti h is qU;llilil'a llom
a~ain iind 10 ;III('\' i;lIe a p p rehe nsio n s ( dncernitl~

SUHt'''S of Ihe lal/l:t· e lll ('rp ri.-.e. he wrou' "'\\'e an
swer a~ fol1ow~, \'il: a \·arit'(l t'x lX"rit·nft' t'mbraf
in .~ a (('rm of Iiht't'n \ea r.. __ . t'x tensi\t' aoquain 
tann ' wn h Iht' k ad ing m U\ il ill mt' n of our cOlin 
try , , , a Tour in EuropI" ('II1 IJrilli ng- an il1\·esli 
gallon illl o all t1 lt'i r prinfi p;il ConservalOl it's a nd
~I u ..il S(hools." li t" mentiOlwd a~il i n the g-rowth
o f thl' musical in slitute in Easl CH't'n ..... il h . and
he g:uar alllt't'd fmancial .-.e1f·...UPIX)r1I1lR IIOWt'r 
ahf'1 Ill(' inilidl $100 .000 - from tu itio n r('c('ip....
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li t" analv aed fN''' in o ther co llegev and found tha t
thev were sell-..usraining , and manv paid a good
dividend. Hi.. music ... hool should do a, ....-e ll at
lea.." for irs tuition would range from ceverueen
to thu lY dollar" IWI term . America wav be-hind
Europe. for theft' "rhe schools art' full . The Con
'>("n3IOTY o f Par i.. alone had 85 1 ..rudem s en rolled
HI it .. last annua l ca talogue. We art: alre-adv over
run with st udent .. a nd h ave cons ta nt a pp lira-
I io ns."

Tou riee enlarged to double silt, h is four -page
"Proposition" with testimonials hom famo us in
d ividuals ..... ho recom mended sUPJXnI of the bold
venture. Among the n umerous persons tesufving
to Eben's professional and admmisuanve abihnes
W("It' rhe following - Alexander W. Tbaver.
writing from Vien na whil e ....-orkine upon his
definitive biographv of Beethoven - Oliver Dn
son . music pubh cher a nd Tourjee's su p po rter for
man y years - Or. John Kingsbury. Dr. B. Sea rs.
Dr. F. Wayland . and P rof. J- L. Lincoln , a ll o f
Brow n lJ n i\'('rsity - Bisho p Thomas Clar k o f the
Rh ode Island Epi scopal Diocese - and Rev. S.L.
Caldwel l of the Fi rst Bapti st Church .

Ebe-n men tio ned a n offer by Rev. B.W. Gor
ham. a n ednor and UOSI('(' o f Susq ue ha nna Semi
na ry. Binghamton. Ne w York. which would have
transferred the m usical ins nnne from Ea st G reen
wich to Bin gham ton on a ten -year tease wi thout
charge under Tourjee's directorship. Panlv be
cause of his Europea n tr ip and ct'rlain l)' beca use
of his loyalty both to the academy at East G reen
wich where he had first stud ied music a nd to
Rhode Island , Eben refused the entici ng tender .

Despite hi s cart"fu lly planned presemauon .
accorn pan ving suppon from man y important in 
d ividual s mcl udmg hi s uncle Senator Nicholas
Ball . and hi s promi se tha i the conserva to ry wou ld
pay for itself after in it ia l cos ts. Tou rjee was given
li ll ie encouragemen t by' the Ge nera l As<,("mbl y
bevond a charter . Undoubted ly a war-ti me sta te
government could not supporl such a cu hura l
undertaking financially. bUI Eben's sp lril and
drive would no t be co ntained.

One month later Tourjee fou nded his o wn
mu\i ca l inst itu te o n Feb ruary 2. 1865 at 56 Wey
ho sset St reet in Pro" idence, for the p ur poj,(" of gi" ing
imtruct ion in a ll df'panmf'nts of music. Repeat-
inK many o f the ft"a lur t"s o f th t' pre\ 'iou \ school in
Eas t Greenwich. Ihe new ins titu te o ffered a ~rad-

uaring course in social . insuumemat and tbeo
reucal music and awarded diploma s to those
com p letin g ihe cou r!>t".lt

Eben transferred more than the schools name
10 the capital. Along ....·ith Abbie and h is (our
ch ildren . he brought 1.. Fra nk lin Snow. his assis
tant . a nd Sno w's wi fe Sarah: a followi ng o f some
m uvic "major s" fro m the academy : a nd hi s private
collertion o f m uair-a l ins tru me nts. The Tou rjees.
SIIOWS. and Herman Decker, an instructor . were
all Ii\'ing a t 15 College Street a t the time o f
Rhod e Isla nd's l ~fiS ce ns us.

The new inst itute p ro vided superior rear-hers
"fa r those who desire to pu rsue a St:iertlific a nd
Lit erary Course in connection ....·ith ~I us ica l Cul 
ture or Pain tin g and Drawing alone." Ebe n was
thinking of dormitory slUdenls with home-s some
distance from Providence when - to allay any
parental fea rs about life in the bi~ r itl - he
advert ised " the bt-st accornodauons a rt" fu rni shed
10 studen ts fro m abroa d . wh o will be under the
constan t su pervision of the teach er s."

Tourjse's phil osophy of ed uca ting \\-'t' II
ro unded m usician-, is reflected in hi s facult y
roster:

Ebrn TOUfJ~C' - director, O fgarI . tnano, vocal
c u i /UTI". thC'of)' of mu.Uc,

I.. Fran k lm Sno w - piano. or.~an. hafmony .
mU5uai co m pownon,

August H C'u" - t'w lm . t /u t C' . clanon"t. all
othn band and orchestral mstrumrrus.

r.C'OTgC' F. •\ 'C'U'la1ld - gUitar .
H ermon Decker - drau sing , pamnne.
[ ames W . Co/w<'i/ - t.atin , E1Igluh .
Charles M. Rog""~ - English , French , calu -

th rnics.
M u .\ P .ll'. Coo k" - P' U'IO , 5111 .l;:"H1,l;:".

M rs. I. a ura 8 . M illa rd - matron,
"What we need in Am er ica and in Iht" world"

- cont in ued its directo r - "musicia ns educa ted
10 comprehend all rhe elements t hat live in m usic:
the spi ritual as well as the aesthetic . When rhi s is
accomplished . Ihe a rt will become the handmaid
of the Churc h in (h ris lianilin!i!; the world ."
Unique \'ariatians on the European COn">f'f\'3tory
lht'mt' .....ert" p la nnt'd . h 'er,!! p upil was required to
p raClice nOI less than twO nor more than SI X

hours "i n th ree-q uart t"r 'ot'ssions . so tha t fa ligue
dot's na t t"nsut"." \\ '('('k ly' soirees wer t" hf'ld a t
wh i(h performing stude nt s gained valuable audi o
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education; hence we alll:rnp l 10 co mbine the lit 
era ry wi th tilt' musica l." lie ac know ledged that an
essen ua l to the de velo pment of mental pow er!>
was coupled wi th a correspond ing p hvsica l devel
opment. Aga in sho ..... ing ronrem for development
of sp iritual val ues in hi s young cha rges he wrote
thai "a t the same time we endeavor to throw
arou nd our student s suc h moral and rel ig ious in
Iluences as sha ll best aid them in the formation o f
correct habits ."

An explanation of the course of invuucrion in
music rold of division int o three grades. At the
end of each grade. pup ils were exami ned and
ra ted b~' a facult~ committee ....-hc decided upon
ad vancement to the next grade. A certi ficate ....-as
awa rded to pupils who partial lv co mp leted the
course, bu t a diploma was reserved for those who
fu lly comple ted presumably all three grades.
Voice studems ....'ere admitted free of addi tional
charge to clas'>t'1o in notation . voca lization . and
solfegg lo , and everv st udent was invited gratis to
chorus pracuce, Ihrory. and genera l music in
strucnon .

1\-lan)' correlative ad ..-an tages to vtudems were
slJn ng ly encouraged b~ the ad m in istra tion 
acc~!>s 10 severa l h rst r lasv organs in Providence as
well as to inst rume nts in Ihe institut e building 
normal clasSf's whi ch stressed methodology each
term for those ....·ho in tended to teach mu uc - a
vuiu ng lecturer \t" ries enhanced by the an no unce
ment that "S ig , Car lo Bassini" would address
stude n ts and facult y. Experti se ga ined through
T ourjee's earl ier Fall River mu sic sto re expe rience
was put 10 u se, for the in sti tute so ld Instrument s,
mus ic, and musical merchandi se "ca refully selec
led and forwarded at the lowest cas h prices."!"

On the facult y for 1865·66 few changes oc curred
- Miss P.\\' . Cooke became preceptrevs. replac in g
Mrs. Millard { m atro n) - :\of is\ Mary E. \\'000
teacher nf Eng lish in lieu nf Charles M . Rogers
and \'er\ati le Herman Decker added piano aftt' r
hi s name in addition 10 drawinJ( and pa iIllin~ .

Analysis o( tuition ft"t"s and re laled expt"n!>es for
the e1e\'en-wt"t"k lerm showed lhe following: board
.....as thiny -Ihrt"t"dollars . but ....·ash ing . mea ning
laundry and r~nt of tht' furni shed room .....as a n i,.
fOUT do lla n per t~rm . Lighting COSt twO dollars
(or Ih~ summer St'ssion a nd Ihrt"t" dollars for each
of the oth~r thrt't' I~rms . In applied mu sic ft."t."!>,
two It'ssons per wt"t"k .....ert' a \<a ilable for fiftt"t"n

EDEN TOURJE E, D irtd 'Jr.
Jr•• J6 ~."t•••'rn', Pr••• tI,.e~, B . r .

It II rarnbb~ witb an ab le corplof twehe Teacberl, •
l lrlt 01-. Orpll. Pedal ler , Llhrary and MUIlcal Cahlne t.

Tha 8eboolll paded ; a full Graduatlng CourIlI lll Yo
eal . IlPtl'llmental. and TblClretiul Musle II esubll.bN;
• CertUlute of Ablll t/ , A('qulrfm~nte• .le., b furn lJlbed
at lba tn mlnaUon 0 tbe ll.rl t and aeoond gradu, and a
Diploma I. awudtd to tbOM who eOlllplfte tbe COUrM.
At tba ciON ofeacb TartD, a T. UmonW of dlllgen~.
pl"OgnlM an d depo rtment U Ji"en to eYery pupil .

81tuaUoo.a procured for tbOM wbo d~lre to te&('b.
..,. For Oat&lo(uea, C1reu1an, or futber I.nforma

d Oll, a pply to

enre experiences . If a semi-mont hl y paper to
which studems W("It' expec ted ( 0 ronmbu re did
matena tiee. no copies ha n ' been discove red. A
IH)(' o f placement service bega n " 10 secure prole... 
sional posi tio ns in music (or the grad ua tes,"

By November 20. 1865. the school became
Tou rjee Musical tnsnun e and its address cha nged.
to tht' bu ildi ng where Eben a nd the o thers lived.
(ht' ol d Frankli n House at 15 College St reet
kn own as Frankli n Hall. soon ca lled Mu sic lnsu 
tute Hall . The m usica l instuure ....-as suc h a suc 
cess that pia no-lone lessen tees decreased from
eighteen to twelve dolla rs pt'T q ua ner term . Pupil
recuals "" r re ginn on :\.t a rch H . April 18. and for
December 27. 1886 "'~It'ss iah." T ourjee conducted
the large st mixed cho ru s ("H 'T assembled in Rhode
Island . T he Bosto n MW lca! T imes "learned th ai
o-..~r 200 personv have received inst ructions a t the
Imt ilut~ , manv of whom have been p rovided wuh
suuanons at promine nt in!> tll u tion!>."u

The second I\me of rbe i n~ li lu te·!> li nle cata
10000ue annou nced four succeeding terms th rough
J ul ,. 1866, a nd reitera ted the combination of tho r
ough musica l in slTunion 01\ in Eur opean comer
varones a ln nl/: with the req uirem ent thai e \'er~'

studen t mu st !Io tud~' \ 01<1: and an m stru menr. Cu l
nva uon of the voice was I/: rea tl,. suessed .. •

Tou rjee's conception of libera l a nd broad edu
calion is agai n evide nt in s ta tements such as "'We
believe that a th oro ugh kn owledge of the En glish
branch es is indi spensable 10 a fini shed mu sica l

MUSICAL INSTITUTE,
PROV:IDENOliJ. R. :1:.

.il'l'ordl nN faeilltl.. for Clb t&J n!.Dg a tboffiuah

:l>4UBXOAL EDUOATXON.



do lla rs and three were twenty-two dollarv . P u pil s
cou ld rem a piano for o ne hour per day for the
en ure eleven weeks for one dollar. Common
EnKIi,h C<XI Iive dollars but higher English in
creased 10 Iive dollars and fifty cents. Dra ....·ing
a nd painung at len dollars ....-as the most expert 
vive subject in the academic areas.

A.. in h is ea rlier "Pro posuion ." T n ur jet' in h is
serond ca talogue en umerated eig h tee n promi ne nt
nu-n o r business esta b lis hmerus as referem- es. But
u nli ke- the ea rlier p-rinon ..he lved in cnm mu tee
bv rhe Avsemblv. no accompanying statemer us
from each of the individuals lis ted appear .
Amon!';' the new enme.. wert' - vt ajor Genera l
Arnbrow E. Burn- ide. governor from HI66
through 1869 - Prole' 'oflr john Kno wles Paine of
Hovron . who held rhe- lir"l chair of mu sic a t H a t 
vard t 'niver..iIY - Rev. O .L H aven . president of
Iht, l lnin'r!>ity of ~Iuhigan - a nd joh n Sul livan
Dwig h l. edi to r of h i!> ow n well kn o wn m usic
Jou rnal . DWI gh t' .. name as a supporter is inlet
t'!>l illg lor he wa s COTl\i\ lt'nt ly cool I II Tourjee's
t'florts. inc fuding rfn- later foundi ng o f the New
En gland Co nserva tory . Pi ano rnan utacnners were
represen ted by Chirker mg a nd Sons: Hal let. Da vis
a nd Co.: Stei nwav and Sons: ....-hi le the organ firm
0 1 E. and G,G . H ook was shown.

For the piano department. Tourjee wcured a
mu ..ician of rare lalt'nt!>. Ro bert Goldht-t k . an ex
(t'lh,nt German pianist who firsl ca me to :\"t'w
York Citv III 1857 and who com posed a liule
known opera ennued S,u·port . Fu rther additions
10 the staff ....'ere Gffirgt' \\' . H a selwood . rea chi ng
vocal r- u lru re. a nd joseph H a rr ison . teac h jng
p la no.

Goldbeck . lh o ro ughl y schoo led h y h is uncle
Loui s Kohler in German. quickly ro~t· in irnpor
1,llln: 10 T ourjee. In autumn HI66 Ilw dirertor.
Snow. a nd G oldbeck m e- t with a commi t tee of
interested ci uzens in Bos to n for the pu rrXlSt' 01
fo und in g a conwrva torv o f m uvic in th e H u b.
~I {)\ t o l lhe members .....ere impr("!;..ro with T o ur
jee '\ admini~trali\eft'("ord. ..... i lh h i\ drive and t'n
thu\ia\m , a nd ..... ilh hi\ coll\'incing argument~ on
t1w ntTd for \Orh a prole~~ional \'chool. Amon.~

affirmalln ' barL.er !> .....t'rf' Dr. j. Ba xtf't l lpha m .
p hy,ic ian and pa lro n o f Ihe arh lal(' r 10 'ot'l\e a~

alh i..or 10 Tourjee'~ boa rd of 11II \1 t't'\ in Bo \t on ;
Ca l l b:na ha n , fa m(lll\ (onduclor of Bf}slon ' ~

Philharmon ic On he"lra . o f lht' Harva rd l\.hl\i cal

I
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A\ 'ofx ia ll o n . a nd o f the Handel a nd Ha ydn So
(it·l\. late r 10 become a Tourjee Iacuhv mem ber ;
C harles C. Perkin s. 1),'1\1 p resident . d irector a nd
historian of the H andel a nd Havdn So(it'ly; and
Oli\'f'l Duson . founder of the muvir publishing
hou'ot' bearing hi, name and dependable friend of
Tourjee·\.

Encouraged enough 10 begin immedia te pla ns
fu r h i\ mo st ambu ious. mO\ 1 important and mo st
la sling underta ki ng . Tourjee no w changed h i\
«r a tegv . Unl ike h is pr evi ous mov e.. from Fall
River to Newport , Ilwn to Ea st GrtTTI w ic h . whe re
e-ac h nme he r loved the- previou s e..rabli ..hm em
r nmpletelv. h e would o perate both conwrva tones
vuu ultaneouvlv. Whilt' his Tea\Om ma y h ve bee n
protecuve. he ....-a ......'e ll co ndit ioned to the d iffi 
n lltit'\ 01 opt'mn.ii: a musIc school in Iht' <,()(ial
.-Hld ("("onomie milieu of a large ('ity-.

In February H167. Ihe mu\i('al imlilult' became
lilt' P rO\ idenn ' ('.nnsen'alory of ~Iu ..i(' and co n
rllTH"nt h ·. on ft'bruaq' HI, 1867, Tourjee 's :\"t'w
Engla nd CoIl'>('l\'a tOlY of ~I u ..ic opt'nnl in St'\ 'f'1l
mom\ of the ~I ll\i (' H a ll in Boslon 10 a larg:t'
Ilu ml:x'r of \ lIult'n l' . l j \ lt'd ....·i lh Tomjt-f'. Robt·rt
C oldlx'rk aho (·arrit't.l lh t' litl t' o f t1 ir en o r . bUI

•
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Goldbeck remai ned in Boston fo r only one yea r
before opening hi .. own ronserva rorv at C hicago
in I Rfi8 . I ~

Altho ugh T curjee had warn ed (0 na me h is new
ins titute after Bo .\IOn, he discovered tha i j uliu s
Ei(hbrrg , a widel y known viol inist. composer a nd
co nductor wa s planning to o pen OI l 'he sa me lime
a sehoot 10 be known as the Boston Conservators
of ~Im ic. Tourjee then cho'>t" :o.:ew England Con
servatorv o f ~I usi(' with which name both he and
h is ... hooJ ....-ere to gai n perma ne n t worldw ide re
nown. In i ts fi rst year 1,414 p u pi ls were en rolled .
a nd th is as to u nd ing figure wa .. su r pacv-d in the'
"nand season wi th 1.824 of whom o ne q uarter
....e re ma le stude m s.!"

Tourjee cone eived project .. in large te-rms.
Alan!/; with Panir k S. Gilmore and Carl zerra
han. he mou nted the awesome ~lX'nadr~ of the
Iamo uv pr a r r jubi ll"t'~ o f I H6H a nd 1872 , mOO\U'T
co n vent ions Ce'lU iTiTlK choruses of 10,000 voi ce"
a ll OIl hevrra o f ,'l211 pine" a mi li tarv hand o f 4Hfi
m str umen rs. rei nforced by a grea t o rgan a nd by
Becton firemen pou nd ing 0111 the rhvrh m o f
Verdi'v anvil cboru c on fihy anvi ls . Performin g
before -10,000 people were waltr kin!,: Joha nn
Slraw;, a nd Fra n ' Abt conduct ing rhei r o wn
wor ks .

In IH69 T our jee ca lled a nat ional mu vir- co n
~res, in Bo vron - th e fir st o tg auived meeung o f
muvic reae-hers o n a nat iona l scale ""hn'o(' crated pur·
pose wa s uniformi rv in deve lopm g music in
America . T h ro ug h succeeding nationa l ronven
nons the- associauon achieved some sncct'ss in 10 '"

le ri nll: mmic in public rolll"arion , bu t irs most
impolla m cesu h wa s th t' bt-gin n ing of the ~1 U'i,i ( '

T earht'fS ;'Iiation al Associati o n ( ~I T:"o:A ) in 1876,
mt'{'ling in Delaware, Ohio, wht're T nurjt"e wa s
e!ec lt·d its fiTSI pre, idem.

T our jh- p romolffl Iibt-Tal ro uc alion as a goa l
for h is ~ I udents wil h a("('e lf"raling intt'mi l\'. effec·
l in g a u nique a nd com plt'lt' academic .. lfi liation
""jth Ihe new Bo slOn V n i\e"ily' in 1872. Irs col ·
!eKe o f musir' wa s in Teali ty Ih t' ~adua lr d i\ 'is io ll
o f Ihe j'; f"W En~land C'.omt"l\"Hory. Llndt'T th is
rela tionship, in which T ourjl't' serw" l a s dean o f
Iha t coll l"!,:e , Ihe fi rsl ba ch t'lor o f m usi c dq,~rees

were a wa rdro to ~t''''' En gla nd Conse rva lory'
gradua les who completed th t' fUllhe r ltraduJ ad
Parna.uum a l Ihe unhersily ,

Ehen had hendiled grt'aliy' from his 186:S Euro ·

pean nip. Beeiuning in 1!'I7H" he orgamzed muvi 
cal luu,.. o f [uropt' on which he pe rcona llv con
dUC II"l ~50 sllltkn is aboard r ha rrered ,tt'a msh ill'.
For the n ext n-u vea rs thew t'x<u rsioll \ Iea tute-d
Xew Eug ta nd Conservamrv Iacu ltv members It'c·
IlIrlll~ and ro ndurri ng m usica l pe rfo rmancev.w

Although Tourjee had It'll East Greenwich ',
acade-mv in 180--1 to found hi, own musical invu
Hill" in Providence . he had nOI -evered hi, conner 
lion completelv. In vummer IRi-l he orga nised at
[a~t GTt"t'nwich the :"o:ew England Xorma l Imli ·
1111(' , a vum mer location fOI r nn servamrv student-,
an d oilwh p rimar jlv inn-n-vn-d in pt'{Ltgog\ a m i
It'al hi n!/; rnerhod-, of m u vn III pub li. "hools.
Coru env ~laRt'd a t the rlo-e of Ihe<,e in <, l i tul t's
included all vruderu pamcipanrs . The hiRh cal 
ibre of both arti,,, and repertoire ha .. been

reponed -
"The performa nce of the gra nd o ra IOrio of

' Elija h ' hv ;\f t'JlIk h , ohn " , , under lilt' ma naRI"
111('111 o f Dr. T ourjf.e and the ,inKi l1!,: under lIlt'
accomplished ba ron o f Mr . Ca rl zenaban . The
chorus was by rhe mem bers o f rhe Invtir ute
a .... isted by' a de legation from rhe H ande l and
Ha vd n Societv from Bo sto n .. admirably sup
ported by' th e lof'Tma nia on hecua . Among th e
a«('(lInpl ishffi mu virian s ~lr . T ho m as Rvan o f
the M("ndt'Is' ohn Q uinteue Cl u b. The ,olos wete
gi " rn by M i ~s 1.il lian B. Nort on , .. portion of
Pa rker 'v magrut u e m ' Redern ptiou 11\ 1ll1l' was
given." L illian R. :"0:0110 11 became one o f the movt
famous prima donna a lumnae o f rhe conwrvatorv
under her vtage name Surd/ea .zl

Tourjh-', bu..y' life ('elllf'lro in Bo<;lOn aher Itlt'
deat h 0 1 h is fi '" wi ll' Abbit, in O (l olwr I H6i , fo r
he closed th e rrmidl"nce COl1't'T\'a lory in IH68
and broulI:hl hi s fam ily to Roston . I.. Franklin
SilO..... a nd somt' o f the o lhl' r in SfitUIl' pt' rsomwl
.....en· aho tran, ft'n t'd 10 Ih t' :"o:ew En gl a nd l.on\(' r·
\ 'a lory. T o urjh- It' lai ned SaTah l .t"t' a, ~(nerne....
for the rh ildren . Shr became Ihe '>('('(md ~Ir s .

Eben TOurjff in IR71 , gi \'illR binh to B all it'
(1872.7-1 ) a nd 10 Anhur ( 11'113· 1900). :\ 11 l ie bmiffi
with Ebt'n T OIITJft. in lhe ~t"wton ( ~Ia\'a(h u ...em )
Cemt",el y. Ah o bllr it'd rwar he! fat h tT j , Clara
T nur jh' l\"el <;llll (lH58- 1915) a nd her h usba nd ,
de m iSi Dr. E,,"u"1l :\"t'I\On . I.. Fra nkl in Snow dit·d
in 187fi.

Tourjl-e'~ aCli\ 'e Jill' ill( lud ro dilN:tiun fir Iht"
chi ld ren ', S u nd l" School in Ihe ;\I elhod i" church



in Auburndale. :\b"kHhu'>t'lh for twelve years:
orgauuauon of i':utlh End :\Iission in Boston:
Y~ICA and Boston Mi,siollaq' Slx'iely presiden t.
COIHW(IKUI ' S wevlevan l I nivervuv awa rded hi m
an honcrarv donor of mu sic degree in 1869.

when Ebe-n Tourj#oe died o n April 12, 1891, he
wa s not co mfortable Imancia llv. While he had
been a sU<Tessfu l buvine-cvman . a Kt"nius at pro
motion and publicuv . a nd a deepfv religious
:\lelhodisl. rbew qualuue-, combined in a most
almuvnc expre.... ion of hi, Christian charuv.
T out jee had lived a full life co m pletelv devoted 10

mal. itllo:; the a U of m u vir available 10 cou ntless
ihousa nd- a nd end te.... gene ra tions of fellow
human, th rough hi s co nservarones.

On :\Ia,! I I . 18H" , T ourjee wrote hi s "Dec ta ra 
lion a nd Deed of Trust" which tran sferred in per
pe ruitv all hi s lI ~ht. ri tle , and inu-re..1 in the ;'I;ew
England Corh('1\ arcrv 10 a board o f lihy UU,>It.'t'S

"w ho ar t' fore\ el 10 ma iruam the in stuuuon a s a
Chnsuan v hool of feaming" All of the "lOCI. wa..
surrendered and Iht" c0'lxlr;ulOn reorganized as a
non -p rofit in vntuuon the ...arne a, Harvard and
Welle,>I('\,.21

TourjlT\ firSl ro mmeru emeru address in June
1870 con tai ned umel ew advice which expressed
hi , philn,ophy' of musir- edurauon 10 vou ng con
servatorv graduate-s - " th- Iny.1I 10 yOUI all . In
vour hand, mal' i t r- ver bea re fo rmer , an edu
ca to r , a svmbol of a ll that is b-au utul . noble a nd
good . In lhi .. wnrld the "ludy o f rnu sir ca n never
be completed . fm of a ll th e- ans. i l alone is 10 be
per pe tuan-d a nd per fe'cted in erenutv . Lei your
ai m.. 1M' loh y a nd vout JiH'~ a pe-rpe tu a l rebuke to
th is vuperfir ia l a~t· . "

n i" lI:r" m " I oril/:i rlill pL'1 ill .\tlllh~ R. .\frPanland .
IIn lo,v 01 t.a.1 (;' .....nu·,(h / Il ; 7·/Q60 ( t:.a ~, GrN'nw ir h
Flo:'(' I., bt oul ",\I,.. 1 'JtioO ~ 3 ~ . :III.

2 :\I,hola l 8,,11. f;du,ard Ra il and .'io m.. 01lin /)l'lr..n
danl .• ' :-:.....poll . R I : :\k rr u r" Pri nl f'fl. 1119 1) 12 . In
Rh,>d.. hl.md ( ..nlU~ uf 11150 a nd 11165 lh.. nam .. ,.
" ..11....1 Tourll:.... . TaTIII:f.t. . T auTII:..... TJoulII:ft' a nd
Tur~. n..\ R r....-ord, , ho w: T ourlll:t'r. TOllrj i. Tourj u.".
"nd T ouTJr'

3 Ea ,1 Gr N'n""llh ', ..<ad..m. - In u ndnl In !t10'l a, "' '' nl
_",.d..m, - r"""T1..rnl'd IUllhM Ildm .. <hanll:"" : l !H I,
Pr o.idl'Il(" C~nlrr..mr ....mlll ;II" : 11163 . Pr o .id..lln"Con·

I.. lt'll . r "it'mll1 ;It " "ml \ Iu ." "II n.lLtUlf'; 11173. f;rt'('llwlt!l
A, ~ll..mv : 11l.'I1 . t '.. 'l (;rl"t'Il"'11 h .-\r;u k m \ . Pur , hased bv
rh.. l<''' n I II 19-12 . rh.. '0( h.." I.I, .......1, h" n l. lht'lt" ;lltt"r. L.l"O
n..11 r"''' j...., " t 'O I (;'KI ..nd :\l ll\ ll' ,H unp " hh,h....1 :\I "i
n.d I. 19:)9 ·fiIl l. ,1\ .-lUlh", lhr '0( >11 ,Ii j eremi.. h . F.bf'Il·,
broth..1 Ir .....H\' P..ndulum IE.." GUTIl" "h and Wi,l
Into!. R I. ) J Ullr 21. 11154

,I I--all /i " .. , ,\ Imwar JUII.. 10. 11154 1. ..... . /\ Pn .d",lu m
""' !,lrm hrr :10. 111'-'1

~ RU Il .. I..... "".... ' 0 1111:' undl'r Ihr ,..n ',-,mr G f'-IIl'dr" h
W Ulld ("m Ol''') I", rhe ort l!:lIl.. 1 Chri~1\ \ llIlmf'l l

6 S " u'PO' / CII.' 1>0< "'m....W JlJU· IIJ\Q. " R..poll 01 the
Publu ~h,..l,H m.. l n nn Itlt"nl ,nll , Ii rnu~u: bemg uU!i;h\
dnd 11, [. no mu." ,r"<hr , ,

i .\lII ...allll......." •.\h._"(/I I }a", rnll l \1 ... I. .-\ UII:U\I I ..no!
ts. 1 11.l~

II G""I/:" Ch..m phn \ld,,,n . .f n"al.• '-'f Tr llt lt" Ch",rc h
/8::?1 -/1I'J::? 2nd ...., ( :\.....potr. 11'l94 ) 2311·59

9 R hod.. 1. 14 nd P..ndulum 'w-plr mbn I. Igtj()

10 .... turda • . .\1... I ll . I IiI'iI

II [)u'u,h l ·. }aumlll 01 .\l u." ,-..-\UII; U" 22 . 1!'lll5. p . 87.

12 ;o.;'ch"I", Ball. ' ·<>\ a lt...1 o f .\' uhola. Ball / rom JiiJ.il l o
J8H I~«)f). I~l ).

15 Hen rv ~I [lUll ha m . l. .f... 0'a \1 ",.,,(,4" ( :\.." Yor J.: R ich·
moud. 1'1511 40 W "i B \!a[hMo·\ . ,f l1 u " d . ...d r ...a .. 01
,\f", lit ." ",,,, ,. 11 ((:h l( a ll:(I. G I.. II",,'''' 1&191 462 ,

H Cal " dar lI'l d CI1(UIIl' of Ih.. .\ Iu" ", / In . ,,, ,,,,... . Pun-
,d ..." ce , Hhud.. h lan d ./m ~p ,m~ a"d 'Ium m... T... m . ,
186\ ( PrO\ ,d" Il(f'. 11l6.l )

, ;, I l ... rbt'l' Ch"ndirrilu a,h"J . "250 \' ra, ' nf \I u.i, '" Pr m 
sde rue. R ,I., 16 56 . \ 11116." unpuhhshed tvpew r rp t . P I"' 
id..nre Pubh. I.ib'dl) , 19:\7 . IM-6.l 8 m l",1 .\l w ua l
T .m ;o.;O\'..mbr\ 3. 11167 ,

16 eal ,da, UU,\~" <\t"(o nd .al"lt'!i:t1t" ) 4pp

Ii CII/ ,da' lI"d CH ru la, /!'i6 ~ <li r' l <aldlOl':ut"1 p. Ill ,

III /)1111., f ;I'..n"lll. T'II I,../I... ~ Bn' I<>rH T u ..."LI\' . Fe br uarv 19 .
11167.

19 P,, ",'idt"Ill·'" h"o/l"'''' 11 Ihr I", ,Ilion fOl an t'"rl i,:, r chon
li ved :\..." . Fn ll; ldml CO Il ... natoJ~' I"uml"d l" lt"1I1 111:\5 bv
Edward Rir ha rd lIa n" 'n and Will iam r...nber k whi , h
I"" ..d but n llr "",,,, >11 . Tllfa,h..r. 10 ·43..,4 .173 . Pre",
,dl'1l rr }o",mal 0, ,n tr , ,,, . Itlt, j o n .. Elll-n \ !.tnll:l..l .
HII"d.. 1, llm d .\114"" find .\llU,,"III" .' . J7 H-/Ii~j) ( [l.. tr()i l.
In form .Hloll ....·rn Ol· . Ill< .. 1%5) pa~'ltIt .--fnlll,a l Cal..n ·
JII' and C m 14 1" , '-'I fh.. X "u' f.Ill{I""d C <>n }...n'l1l ory 01
,\1",.,,( ,111611. lllh9 (1\O\ln n: !'.d"a rd 1.. lSa l, h ).

20 LUlhn I.. 1I0 Id t"Il. 'Ium m... }a l.ml Th'ow(.h Ih.. Old
Wor ld b)' Ih.. Ta"" I;''' f .d",all .mlll / PII'I\' "I /.~ 'Ili and / 879
11\<"' lo n. U1791, T oul)N-. PUlf{'am 01 h d Ed lHa l' O"1I 1
T our 10 (;'1''', and S If{ hh <>f f ,,,,,,,p... 18o, w n. 1880 ).

2\ [l"mf"1 II G,....o ... lin /OJ; ' o f Ea. , (; .......nu·.ch. Hh od..
Idarld . /6; 7·111 ; ; ( Pfll, ""'11«'. 11177 ) 261 ·262,

22 ,\la"u,,101S ..u· f~n f{ land C{}n .... t'l1 lo ""'. / II.~1i· 1 811;

( S. ... IO". IIlIl-I:i I 12·22. ;11,,1, oma,"' " "'Ira( I' /rom Ih .. hilI
jnur ;lonu..1 r..po"I' nllhf' dHn:lor .
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Po litica l Loya hv in Rhode Isla nd
A Com puter Study 01 the 1850,

Students of northern stare politics before the Civil
war ha ve been treated in recent year.. (0 a number
of excellent vrud ie-, of pattv formation and al le
giance. :\Ia rk 1.. Berger , Ronald P. Formisano.
and \ Iichat"l F . H o lt rai\t' challengi ng que-none
about the relati ve imponame of the ..Ian",) i ....ue
as co mpa red 10 the impact of nauvivm. rhe tern
perance movement , and loe al is..u("\ on disruption
of potuical a llegiance In the 1850.., T hq han"
..kill(u IJ~· employed trad it iona l documenrarv evi
dence and careful analv si .. of demograph ic data
and voting panern .. 10 illumi nate the complex
proce.... of pa rty dic rupnon and refurmauon. Such
stud ies attem pt 10 desr nbe rbe behavior of pa nv
leade rs a nd o f ra nk and fife voterv. bUI none
measure sh ifti ng- allegiance among- tha t acti n '
cad re of panv lau h fu l who o pe ra te the mach inerv
of potuical o rga nizar io nv - rh ar m idd le ra nge of
leade rsh ip whic h is more- obscure than the el ilt'
a nd les... "counta ble" tha n the e ler to rate.!

T his studv illust ra It'Sm(' of th e com pu ler ill a na l
ysis o f loyall y among poli tical acuvi ... l ... in periods
of parly d isrupt ion . T he techniq ue wa s a p p lied 10

political leader...hip o f Rhode Island during- rhe
decade befor e rhe Civil Wa r. For pUpOSt'S o f thi s
inveanganon. leader ...hip i ... defin ed 10 ind ude
mem ber s of Ihe sla le kJ.:isla lllTe, ddeg-a lt's 10 sla le
pa ny cOllwm in n.-.. mem bf'n of the Malt·'s ron
g-ression al dek ,ll;:uion , a nd /l:ene ra l office r... of Sla le
govern me nt. T h is da la b<l"'(' oll t" r... a number o f
adVa n la,ll;t"s. It requ ile ... ('omp ila lion o f a rt' la tin'!\'
arce....ib le a nd lim ilf'd num bel o f pt'r~ns who
cou ld rea'iOna bl\" bt' dee rnt'd 10 consti tu le work ing
Dr,ll;an iza liom of Ih t' \'ariou ... panie.... II ...hou ld
pTO,-e h t'l pful in (nmp.ui n!i:: party ..hilts a nd lo y.

· Prof~!OT or Itislo n . PIO\lIH-IlU' c:..oll~t . , It .
OlS u n, io 't¥h~ nlnl"("l'nlh"-l'nlun .-\mn lran hlslOn .
' k Ga lkmnki is ..."' .. 1.. 11' <"11l/;1Il("l" . (~"nmunluuon

"ntl'ms WI " 'arl', IR 'I C....rpuralion . O''''l''l/;o. ''"

by ,\larlO R . D,Xu'I:1O and Jan T . GalltoU'jlt,·

ahv amoll!; poliucal nperarive... in dilfereru ..ta res.
for unlike electron return... whose number ... varv
enormouvlv hom ...mall ... tate to large. numbers in
vrudie-, lil..t· thi , OIH' ...hould varv only as size of
leg;i,lalute.. and roncennon-, varv , i.t'.within a
vmal! range.

The sample- complied for lhi ... 'Huh included
15-1-1 lK'r,o!l'> who'>!' name... appeared on part\'
member-hip Il\ l\ j .O,IS 1I11lt'" hom 185~ to 1861.
Their name-.. and I),;u t\ aff ifrano n-, were organued
10 deli neate nll~r'T1i(}tl hum o ne parl~' rn anorher
during Iha t decade - of poli tical tur moil . Prio r to
rhe advent of aumm.ued procedure... for perform
inR lhi" reotganiaanrm. vueh it ...rude wou ld have
been prohibiuve lv long . R('suh s vhow Rhode 1,,
la nd exh ihi ll ll.'l: ...o mt· r harartcrisucs III common
with t hr- expe-rienre of norrhern ... rare... gene-rall v.

Rut rhe ,tud~' a l"n le\ea l, 1l'1Il!e lll-ie... markedlv
d iffen'lll from thr- e-XI)('ut'd pauem .t

Ry 1851 bil lt"tlll'\\ nvr-r the DOlT n-bell ion (or ron
..u runona l and fra llf h i,e refor m had re-eded hu t
nOI disapp e-a red. Law a nd O rder Iorr ev. a .. the

ann-Don me-n Wt'T!' labeled . had do minated 'Iale
~O\'ern TTH'11l through th t· 18·10v. bUI bv 1851 Ihe
Dcmoc e.uic IMlly ret u r ned 10 I MIWel . Co m mit ted
10 moder at e ,('j(Jrm , Ik TTl/IOat ' ,w('ll t the ..ta te
(rom I ll'jl l h roll ~h 1/'153 by t om forta hk IDajot -
ili l.·... , Mod e... t fralll h i..(, and labm tdnlln. i ndud·
itl~ a u·n- hoUl la w. ,1IHlmp:wied DI.·ll\ tM. ral it ..u r ,
rl'..... Althotl!; h lh e- Ila t t\··.. pro'pt'C l.....('('me-d ..t'nut'
lO "ome. h\- IR.,)~ a Wh i ~ -d l)m ina l t'd lem pera m-t'
mo\·t"melll and, motto impollant . a ' lIr!,: illj:t na ·
li \'i...m IhJ t'a ll·I\t"(1 to utldt"Jml ne Ilt' mon a tlc
... IJeng;th . Wilh Ila.....I!;'· o f llll' Ka m a ... ·;'\.·ebra ..ka
An in 185-1 , till' ..lan·q i...... uf'" (ha t~l.-d l u ll fo rre
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into pohl in of na tion and state. P re....ures of na 
rivivm and vlaverv proved 10 be most dangerou-, 10

pam' srabilitv. B,' 18S6 the Wh ig: pa r tv had a ll
bUI disappea red in Rhod e Is land as elsewhe-re,
and De-mocrats were ecl ipsed by a com bination of
an rista ver v a nd nail vis! forces whi ch bu il r ..epa 
rare orga niza uonv hUI nominated almost iden ucal
..tar e ue kvtv.

Rhode lsfand's Rep u bli can parw o rga mzed lO

hKhl ex tenvion of ~ I a \ er \ into the rerritorie..,
\\'or ki n /it ..... nh Rep ublican s and ..hanng person 
nel. the Amer ica n-Republican ( Know- Xo rh ing}
pari' combined an annvlaverv pla tform wi th an
inviste rn narivi sm wh it h a tt rac ted broad cuppon
III a small 'late ex perienci ng a rapid inc rea-e in
Ir ish immigration . T bi-, new com bi na tio n domin
a u-d Rhode Island t" [nliollS until 1860 wh en
"rrmwrvanve" elements bolted . fea rful o f rln- eler
lio n o f "rad ica l" Seth Padelford a .. gover nor .
These nm..eT\·alin·s joined Dem oc rat.. in suppon
ing the t'1t"( lion of Will ia m Sprague in a hea led
and eccentric campaign. from 185·1 10 1/0161
Rhode Isla nd poliural "uuKK!es p ined ineffecuve
Dem oc ra t.. against a n IIIlt'aH' coa liunn o f nauvivr
and aruivlaverv KIOUps whic h never succeed ed in
fusi ng a unified Republ ica n pan v.'

Cornpu n-r a na lysis o f th t' acti n ' r-adreol Rhode 1..
la nd politic ia ns in th t' 1850s confi rm.. th e fluidit y
of the sta tt" " parI)' ' trw lu re during; Ih t' p rewar
eri~i.., T Il(" Wh ig organilitlion di $<l p pt'a red , b ill
Wh ig.. did not. O f 240 insta nces of Wh lK paTl~

membf'r ..hlp, S iXl~ '~ I X namN. laler aprt"itred on
Rep u blica n ro ..tt'rs a nd f()Tl~'-four o n Ameri ( an 
Repu bli ca n rolls. ThifT)' -~ i x ind i \ 'id ua h connll 
lenlly a Hilia tt'd wilh bOlh pallie... O nl y' t" ighlf't" n
Wh iR'> la ter Oecam(" Ot'mocral ~ . Set· ~l iKralion

T aok au , Thus, w ha l \\'hiK~ lh d ill Rhnd t" hhilld
clo ..d y fo llows \\'hi K expt' rienn' in o the r nollhnn
sta l("": OntT undt'rcu l, Ihn , h ifted hl 'a\'il y- lo wanl
nalln SI a nd amislan'ry pa nie\ .l

· Co ml il u llonal lIn iom ,,,, Party 1860 -61
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The Democratic e e pe rience wa v diffe-rent . {)1"T11 0 

crats vrurk fast with an imen ..itv of rornmumenr
a nd lovalrv which voti ng and leader ..hip srudu- ,
o f OIht'1 states do nOI reveal. Of 6,18 name'> among

lists of acnve Demon 'll ' in our sam pit", about
fift y affili a ted wit h (llht' l pa rt ieslwt wl'('1l IWI [-'il ,
and eightt"t' ll o f Ihest' we-re- former Wh ig: ~ who
sh ifte d to Democrat s. On ly' Iou neen nmev did
Oemon a ls af fi fiate with the Rep u bli ca n parrv and
on ly eighteen umes wirh American-Rep uhlican ...
Democra ur detection- were remarkablv few , t"s·
peciallv in view of the part v' .. r o flap..t' at Ihl ' poll..
after 185-1 . We conclude that a nn ..la verv a nd 11;1

li \ 'is t ('ause,> in Rhode Idand en f ..ted for mer
Whi K" and newco mers 10 polit ir-, and vhared pt ',
so n ru-l. hUI had l iuh- appea l 10 nt'mOI la t s . ~

Of ,123 Republ ican -, ide nt ified , twen rv-rhree al -o
a ffil iat l'd wit h Ame ucau -Rc publi ra n-, Former
Whi KS accoun ted fo r apprnximarelv thi rteen IX'I
cent of Re pu bl ican and Arnenca n -Repubhcan
panv leader-, and former Demccrar- arr-ounred for
about four percent o f the Ieader c of these two
partie... TIlt' new panie-, drew well mer t' r~hl\

pt"J(e nl o f the ir num ber-, fro m men IIUI ani\(, .u
the ..ta u- leve -l in an)' other partv during the dt ,(
ade. View ed in lil t" IiKhl o f the.." fi,i.:llT( 's, d isiu 
tt-g-ra,ion of th e Wh i ~ part y a nd ( o llap'!' o f Dcrn 
ocrark e-le-ctoral Io rnnn-s a fter H15!! 'U!':Kesl'> a
drtp fru \lra lion wil h old('r panie... :\"t'W panit"
apJlarerul ~ a ll raCTl'd Ihe di'klfft'nro and IhO'ot' nnl
pre\'iou\l~ commllu'li TO polilic-al ani \'i,m. AI
Ihough TIlt' lle"· cUdlitioll " 'a .. n nl , tto ng enough
10 prrxJuce a ..inK!e uni fiffi pa lly, II did 'Wffp
ewry t'11"( li o n un lil IM60 .·

In Ihal )'t'a r the t'l/u ilibTlum of Rhode Isla nd pol
inn was lO( ked a g.un , Tbe a ll ia rJ( ' Iwt"'een RI'
p uhl i( .IIlS and AIll(' rinlll -R t'pu hl i('an s, (elll('ll led
hy sub, ta lllia l dua l Ilwml.lt'r ship, wa, (' \'idellll ~

n OT ..... i thoul its sTra lll,>...h Ih t' H'a r ht'~an , Ihi ..
u nioJl appeared mOl(' ,>olid Ihan e \ 't' a .. Rep u b
lica m and Am er i('.m · Rt-lm blica m joinffi in a
sinKle llllminalin!,: nUl\t-lllion, Bu t " ,hell Sell,
Padelfur d _a "sTra ig o l" Rt" p u bli ca n , .....o n the KU 
hernalOrial no mlllall o n , IIl lra·pany \IruKK le.. " 111

fa( ed , Sdf -dt"<'(Tiht'd "( o n '>t"l \'a ti \ t'.." in Ih t' coal i
lio n thou~hl PaddftJId 100 ra di(a l O il Ihe ..la \ t"I Y
q u('stion a nd rt'fu'>(,d Ifl ' u p pon him. They boltt,d 10

a Ilew ( OIl\'t'llI io n ,lIu l , u p po ll t'd nt 'mu( ral ic IIOIll'
im't' Will iam Spra KlI('. In a ca mp,ai/;tn marl.:ffi hy
la rKl' \Ult'r IUl noUl and t ha rKes of ('Orrupllon h o rn
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bnh 'life,. S I " ,I~UI ' \\ ;1' e-h-c tcd .
In I HI;I Convutunon.rl t·niolli,,,.•1' the ..... "'11 

" ·1\,111\(' n-bcl-, Wl'U' ealh-d . again J'''lwtlllll" De-m.
01 la" In 'UPIMJlI "' l' r ,u~ t1 t· . "' r)l a~ lIl " \ ,IP I'Il';l l and
k ,lI' o f I'a(k llm t!·, lad l' ali-en \\"1" 11' ,1 I' P,lT l-lIIh
' ''OIlJ.:('1 ,HIIOII!!: lI <J tl \ i \ l l'l l"'Illt' lll , 0 1 t he- (11,1 11-

I iu n .7 Our anah ,,\ It·H·a " I hal 1Il I l'Ili(I-li I . of tilt' 16:>
(IJll\t'I\ 'a l in', wlu nWI II I , Iall' (I JlI \I· II I](OII\ ,," 1\
u-n \\ 'l'n'lnrllwlh fill Rl'puhlil <lll l olt \ , w hth
rwr-utv -four wen- l i'lt'd allloll.~ AI1H'ri ca ll-R I·Jlllh.
lkan-, III pnvrou-, \'I' a l\. l t J \ rle.n Ihill ;I lar gl'
ma jor itv of Con vnn n ional Umoni vr -, had nor held
,1<1It' off i((' or unended pa ll \ n JlIH' I1l 11 Jl" d u r i ng

( hI' p 't"\ iou, lil'l .ub-.
Thi s analvsis o f po lilical leadersh ip ma kes

dea rer \\'hiK and nativ ist dorrnna uon o f Repub
1I1an Iorumes III Rhode Island before t he- Civi l
\\'a r. a domina uon mor t' inte nse than a p pears 10
lx' th e r.!<,(" in ot her ..Iale". Fu rther ..Indy i'i need ed
In claritv th e meaning o f persf s te r u Ijemocranr
loya lty revealed hete. Rhode Island Democra t..
may indeed han' held lavr 10 pan v "rilu'iples. bUI
there is also some e v ide-nce IU SUg:g:t,..1 rhat lhe)"
we-re It'ss than fully we-lcom e in coa lition 1)111
ilin. s \\'hig:s and llali,"i ,ls had IOIlR been hovrile
to evvu the most modest Democratic t'Holls 10-
....'a rd Iranchi se reform early in the decad e. Bitter
n l;"~ ~ seems 10 hav e per cisted . The sludy also in 
d n a tes a fai lure o f ..lral Khl Republican.. and na 
nvi.." 10 coopera te full ~" and the Iat e o f Seth Padet 
fOld mal 'i Ug:~t"" l Ihl" p i\Olal pu<>illon o f nall\,i..1
leadt'TS in Rhoot" h land politic... The ;maln i'i in
d i('d ll;"' a need for ..tud\' o f n("....·co me TS 10 polilical
aCli\i ..m in lh(" alllid a\ t'T~' and nalj\'j..l mo\'("
1Ilt'1ll 'i. ~Ior(" r("<,("arch along lIaditioll,,1 lines may
prm-'idt' am..... t'rs 10 qut"stiom raiSl.'d by applica 
(lOll of Ih is compult'l It'chn ique 10 Rhtxft' Isla nd
poliliC'S befoTe Iht" Civil Wa r.

\ l.ul L. Bt-ril/;t"r , H"" "fJ Ir.l lOn In .'""(t, }"",. P,,,rr; ~,\,,\Umi

Hfll-1860 (Por i W~\h lll~ ton , :" Y.: Ii. ,.n ml" t Pr !"'>, .
197:h Ro na ld P Foerm ....no. B'T/h of .\101 0 I ' ol ll li ll i
1'11'11,. , ,\f,(h'~I1" , 1!I:!i -J!lf>/ (P t m ceton Pnnceron
1·1l" ..,\il\ 1'. 0:'\\ . 1971); :\!ll had t-. u~ lbbon Il oh .
fo,~m,~ e .\fa,m"l·· f 'm mllllO" 0.( H,.p ublu ll " I'll ' /)· m
P"llbur~h , 18f8 ·1 .~(,(J (:"1''' 1101\ 1'11 : '1" .11.. l ·mH". ~ il\

1'... " . 19691.

:! :\I..mb..rs 01 th .. ".w· l.-~i\ l;ll ure. um~H"\\i"l1 a t el ..I..
I(a, io n,. JI:,·,...ral " l!"..r,. and d e- I..~alt', 10 "<tl " pa, h '
,ollll·n liol1\ .IH·I"I,..Lm fo m t" m p...ra, ~' i"l"" ot the
/·"' ''' d....,f(' lJa ll l' j " "7>lul",,11 Promdeme {Juri" POll
HI",<I.. hillll<l .U" ,wllIl!j{,i (,8 ha , Tl'lrmp"'lIH'Ii 'it, 01
<c lll,,:rl's,iona l ,k l'·jI;a li' In'i a nd ":l'lll' ra l c,Hi, er ,

~ Pl'l l'f J Coleman . T 'llJ1lfmmllIWJ1 oj H h",I,./, /tl J1 d /7W1·
1.1((,0 (Pro \ ilkT"1': g ro .. n l "ni' l'n il \ PH"" . 19ti:'l I' h. 6:
Ed..-ard Fjeld. ed.. 'illlU oj H h" d, hlll"d 'HId Pun'
,dl'J1u PI~H1IIlI"'''J IIi Iii,. E" d of Ih,. C""l1"')': .-f
1ll l i o n' t Bo' IOfl: :\I.t" ," P",b] " h, nli: Co , 1..12) l h . 21 .

~ h i. h ml'l " h " 'i(}ll. F.", l.tl bo. , h ", ,\I,,, (l.o ndo n .
O "lurd l.'n i\l''' .l\ P r....' . 1970) 19:>-20"

S FOlIl' r, 16~·1fi6

6 h o m 18.H through 1K:.9 Ikmonal~ n lll\ "no .......reeded
fUlIll)("JU'n! 01"'>1'" <<t'l ...hen Ihrll_,Ilt'd 10' 1\ ·o llt' p..r 
't'l ll in 18:.6

7 Whlk Spra~ur WiI ' th.. Ix.'m'x .au, nouuuee- III rh..,,·
l't"alS. his P;Hll' idl'lllil il'illion 1\ v-mewhar , .IIo(\W, ,\ ftt·,
I!ll' ' tdll of '!If' Ci \'11 \\'dr he pr evailed d\ d I"<tdt', o f a ne w
R..pubhran H'< ol1lilial ion ,

II Th"m<t ' Dni, . r", mr' o..mona t and a Il'ddr' among
'lr ai~h l Rl'pllbhun\ , eompta in ed m UI')9 lh al nali \l \1
and o ld Whi ~ lIl!l ul'n <'r 111 the (wh ll"n dl'lllro flllm..r
(ll'moo:ra lS pl dlMo " I ,nl llll'ncl' in ~O\I'I Il I"" 1ll and <Ill
't~r .. tid "I'I' Thoma, f)'H i, . .-fdd,,,u to fin'"" of Ih"
f " lu rn COJ1j;(.(',,"'trlll [}u tru / uJ R h" d,. 1, IIl " d 1:" ' Jrl h
P ro\ickocl' , 18:.9 / Rill' I..b.<t o ,
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From the Co llections

Summeiume i~ for chi ldren and for the dull! III a ll of LIS. Charlene Estey photogra phed
these childr en i ll th e Fo x Point neighbor hood III Providence "bou t \950. E<,tey ' ~ pho to
g ra p h- ar e pan (If a ll I' XlelH i\(' pictoria l survey vhe- made of bUlldlIlg's and peo ple 0 11 So ut h
;\Ia in Street a nd in Fox Point.
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