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67

Scattered 10 the \Vinds of Heaven
Narragansett Indians 1676-1880

\'o ltairt" wrote th ai all ancien! hi~IOIi('~ ar e on ly
fab le.. th a i men ha n ' agreed 10 admit a .. true.
Despue a n endle.... arrav o r knuw n fans . dares a nd
("H'nI\. hi stof)' i .. cull nothing more than nur
pe rre prion of th e fla '" ra the r than a reoonvrruc
lion o f it. Hnw w (' pf'H"('in' hi storv is influenced
more bv o ur tim e... UlH pr ejudices. our personal
bel ief.. than b, rhe actual happemngv that rx
cu rred hundre-ds of vear.. 311:0 . 1

Our undervrandmg or hi 'lor,' i .. a t th e sa me time
r o fo red b\ mvrh .. - p~'r \i"I("n1 'IX'("lep. rhar Tf'fu<,(" to
1/:0 awav . We hav e all H IITlf' 10 believe in certain
uuth .. about 0111 ,);)\1, ~('I the.... uurh.. art' o ften
the accepted fa hIt", of wh ich Volta ire vpoke. PeT
reived by us a .. truth .., thf'<,(" m yrhs die hard. We
are chagrined 10 hear tha t Lincoln de cpised the
nickna me "Abe," tha t the Contine ntal Congress
did not ~ iRn the Decla ra tion of Ind ependence in a
gra nd reremonv on Ju ly ·1, 1776, or tha t Roger
Wi lliam~ may 1101 han' rea lly g reeted the Indi an s
of Rhode Island wuh th e wo rds "Wha t Cheer ,
Nf'lOp. "2

In fan . the- hi\IOlY of tln- Na rraga nset t Indian s
of Rh ode Island i\ l'..pn iall y lad en with legends
and m yths that re-fu se to d ie. RORer Willi ams
himself un der..rood the- siJ!:ni fica nce of m yth s lha t
in the st'\'ellll'f'llIh ("('nlmy ""('re a lready bt'comin g
acct"pln.l tr ut hs ahou t the na tives o f N t '\\I

England. In 16-13, William s pu blished perha ps
the firsl anthropoloRil 'al slIIdy of Ind ians , in an
atte mpt to promole .m tlllderSla nd inJ!: o f natin ·
customs and trad itions . "1 resolved .. , 10 casl
tho'l' ~fa leri alh illlo .h is Key, plear.ant and p rof
i ta ble for All , bUI spn- ia ll y' for my frien ds resid ing

·U i ~lOriGJ.I rMt'i1r("h ("on ~uh.il nl ' . Paul Glftlp~1I and
Glf"Iln l..aFa nt.u i(' h,iI\'(' sli«hlly modifin:l lhri r ~'.n
from a pill.-t rl"ad br-f0f"(' Ihr Rhodt hbod HiSior iGiI
S..drl,· on ~bl(h 19, 1978,

in thn"" 1J,;H1 s." And with rnod estv. \ 1'1 pu rpose.
he noted " 1 know wh at g-ros.-. rm v-takev rnv .-.elfe
and ot he r.. have run in to ," '

Ye-t th e rnvrh v su sta ined th ernselv ev and in larg-e
pan ..till form rhe hd\ J<, o f our understanding o f
th e ~arragan'>('l1 Indians. Inl ere.-. l ingh , however .
a pecu liar kind 0 1 mytholog\' has been built
around Iht· :'\'arragan \elh, fOJ ir is a dual mvrhol 
ogv. two separat e mvrh -, Ihal parallel each o the r,
\el a re '>0 U '1\' d iffer em from eac h o tber , For the
sak e of HlIlu 'n it'n l e , we have la beled them th e
"whin- mall' ~ mvrh" a nd th e " red man's mvth ."

The hrst - th e wh ite man 's mylh - appears
most often in hinorira l wnungs. old and new .
Thi s my th de ... ribes how Roger Wil liam s fi rsl
befriended the Ndrrd~an.-.ell '-' , how the Indi ans in
ru m di vplaved an undvmg Iriendsbip for ea r l}'
Rhod e Isla nd seull'r.-. . Then , accordi ng 10 the
ru vrh . the n nhle savages r ame 10 rese n t wh ile
encroac hmen rs on the-ir lands and loss of th eir
a utonomy . Finall y, in 1675, the Na rraga nse ns
became all ies of Kin K Ph ilip , th e- great w am pa
noag sac hem, and fo tlJ!:hl a desperate war 10 pre
serve the-ir way of lift'. BUI a ll th e odds were
against th em. Al the Gu'a l Swamp Fight that
rook place in pr e'tt'1l1·da y So u th Kingstown in
Dt'cembt'r 1675. a m ilila ry fo rct' o f Puritans from
Pl ymouth , Mass.uhu.-.ells Bay, and C.on nectil·u l,
surprised lh(' Na rrag-anse ll s and t"xtt'rmi na lt'd
nt'arl y th ei r t'mirt' po pulation . By Iht' SlI m me r
1676. so r.ays Iht' myt h . th e Nar raRal1st'l ts wert' no
more - Ih ('"~' had bt'f'n wiped off Ih t' lact' of New
EIll'; lan d .l

This my lh 's popu lari lY is undenlandable beca u'>t'
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III 1ll'''1 u"IM'1 r-, i t wa v t lu- \1 ' ''1011 white-v befie-v ed

ill IIII' ,t ·\, 'n l("t' nlh tt'ntll l\ I' UIII;III aooum-, 01
11ll' {; Il' ;l1 ....warnp Fi ~ h l ;111 r m p h ;l'i/ed Ihe to ta I
\11 1' ''\ WIHl hv [n!l:li, h (1"11" , I ";I H ' I h i 'lurian "
Il' hlll ~ o n Ihl" (' Puri tan ...- t ll i ll ~ '. ;u(('p tl;'(l lhem
.11 I,ll t- \ ;IIll(' _ ~

Whll(' thi-, while rnan 'v 111\ lh ,1::.1l11t"t1 ,I((ep l
;1111 1'. ;1 I o un u-r m vrh gre w a mong a dilkl enl '('~'

" Will 01 :":ew England - i " In d ia n populat ion .
hll Ih",, ' IM·ol )lt· whn could 11;\( ( ' Ilwi l ;I11ft"lq
hal k 10 native ..... ho fir' l in habited Rhode Is la nd.
1"1 Iho, t' who knew tln-v u-ere Ind ia n ' . Ihe w hi u
man ' , ruvth made h ull- " 'll"' , :\ rouuter m vth
10'" III l'xp Llin th e d it homm y.

.-\ (f illdin~ 10 rh e- u-d mau' mvth IIU' Na rra 
~,Ill't ' l " ....T H· 1101 exter miuate-d hy l'urnan -, a t lilt"
(;1( ' ,11 S\, ',unp rna ....ar re. Indi ,IJ1 ' , u lp ri,t"tl in rhe
Ion WI' II ' women and childn-n ,,'h n ..... ('It' bunallv
m u rd er ed hv whi te... The red 11\;t 1l ', 11\\ th r lai mv rh.n
:": ;ul;I~;In '>f' lI .....arrior -, ,tl u! li lt' laI R!''' p':Ht of the
Ind ia n popufarinn ....-elt· a .....a \ h om ttu- furL-
Ihue 111l' Xa n a a anv-u-, ' IH \ I\NI "'m~ Philip' ..
W:u and ('\elll ualh lM"t a nw 11ll' dom ina nt peop le
f"IIl , ,, i , i n~ th e Ind ian co m m u n i", in Charle..·
town . R hode leland . fhi .. ounmunuv then r a r
ril"tl 1111 lIathlion .. and UI ,l nlll ' of Ihe :'\anag:an -

" 'I" , .uul .Ih ho u g- h manv In d ia n \,ele la lel
I' '' I MI 10 mrer mar rv ..... it h h l.lt l.. ,Lt \I·' . a nd al 
Ihou ~h whin-v Ion ed In d i,lIh In 1J;lIli;ll h acvimi 
);H\' illl n while soc ietv. Iht· nad ll io n, of th e :'\,U I<I

~':IIN'1I rube pe -r..i-red and n ·lI1.1i llt'd \ittlMl h
intar r I hlOlI~ holll th e followill~ three hund red
ve-a r.. o f h ivmrv ."

Lik e anv m vr h v. bot h fl f lhl"(' ve-r..ion v o f hi v

Ion ( ont ai n rlement-, of fal t a nd .« mal cxpcr i
em e . Bo th d raw o n a 'ot'm h l<t IHt - of hi storira l
1' \ '1'11 1" to provide ex p lanation , 0 1 w ha t 01( ur n-d
- t'xpbll a l illn, that Ii I till' ruluua l orientanon
101 ..... hi te ' . nn one han d . 101 In d ia n , n il th e ru he-r .
BUI aho like anv 111 \'l h ... th t" t· \ t"I, io ll" pai nt
h i,tOly ..... ith a b road 1)l1I ,h . l'pi l IMl ll r1ll i", thai a l l'
me-tapborv for th e aHc'pl ed lI'allt \ o l,wo sepa rate
" 'orld" ted and whilt",

l 'n"nprili n!!:h'. neuhrr o f rhe v - Tll\ lh .. ca n
, t;1IIt.! " lone a .. adequ.ne c'xp l.llIa li o n .. o f th e hi s
IO J\- of Xanagan wn Indi an " Indian, d sd n OI

va n ivh h om Rhode l eland Thi .. far-1 of cour w
clllllt"'t a .. no revela uou fill Ih t" a p p loxima ldy 1300
IK"t lple " I Indi an dec-en t i ll the ,[ ;t[c' , Oh\ iou dy
..... hat happened (0 Ih lO :'\i:ura Ran \t 'l h ca n not be
adt"tluall'ly exp lained h\ Ih t" whi ll· m;lIl ' .. m'-th o f
tht· \-'lIIi,h ing Indian , Al Iht, "'line lime local
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Indian h i ~lOr~' i\ far 11101e rom p lex, fa r more
inmcare. tha n thm(' e lemeru s emphasized in the
red ma n", m vth . FOI If the :"a rra!it"a nM'lIs did n ot
varuvh . it at lea st ceem v (kat 10 U \ tha i the)' did
become invisible. lovr 10 hi vronan-, ....-ho assumed
I he~ had van ivhed. 10 \1 eve-n 10 Indian s wh o se
tradirion-, could 1101 e xpl a in Ihe pec uhar invis
ibi luv of their Iorebea rv.

Whal follo....,\ i' our perr epnon of Xarra ga nse u
Ind ian hivrorv from 167610 )KMO. Bv n('('e\ \ it)' thi \
hivrorv i, an O\er\'lew , a hrief sketch tha t p,esen!\
cntv !i!:en('ral panernv . Concequenrlv. there are
'SOme !i!:apin!i!: holes - people. place' a nd events
thai together ....·o uld form a mutt' complete his
torical scenario. " Iill. we hope OUI brush . though
broad , r reatev a pornau tree from rnvths or the
pa st.

The dfNh of Kin!i!: Ph ili p' s War were far-reach
in!i!: ' II fore \er ended am chance 01 Ind ian domi n 
anre in xew Efl!i!:l;md . FOf red man <I, well a s
....-hi re the war had been catastrophic . Rebell io us
India ns ho ....-ever had pa id a much h ig her pr ice in
hu man lives. Fam ine. disease a nd En!i!:Ji\h musket
and pi ke had red uced once-powerful ui bes 10
fugiti\ e band, of scauered remnan ts.e

Witho ul benefi t o f ('('mus fig ure, ir is vin ual lv
impO'.\i ble 10 kn ow ho....· man )' Ind ians remained .
Certai n ly the S arraKall\eth ha d felt the brunt o f
En glish wr ath. B" su mmer 1676 nOI o ne x arra
Kam el! ch ief var hem remained a live . Ca no nchet.
young ..0 11 of Miantonorni. had been ca ptured and
executed by a group o f Pequot s. :\-lohegans . and
Niantics in April. ' Pes\i tU\ . the ,al'!:acious elder
sta te,ma n, ha d tx't'n cauKh t in ambu sh two
month , la ter and kilkd by a !,:,IOUp of Moha ....,ks..o

Tht" IraKt'd y (om in Ut'd in Ju ly when ~quaw

$achelll Malan llu k - called by :\Iajor John
Takoll an "old pit 'l e of venum" - was ~hO I to
death allt'mplin g: 10 \('t'k ,duge in a Rh ode Island
swamp u Quanopt'll m r\'i\'N. mililary campaign s
agai nsl Ihe Ellgli ,h but was m b\t'q uem l)' cap
lured, tri ed and exen llt'd al Newport Com mon o n
Augu~1 24.12 Perhaps a n irony of hislor y, IWO of
the fOlll NarraKamell chief ,a( hems met Iheir
untimel y ends a t Ihe hand, o r Indians. The o nce
powerfu l Narrag amt"II ' had !x'l:ome a Ix- Ieaguered
group of del>pt"rat e refugrt ' .

The co ndu\io ll of hO\lililies did lill ie 10 a lleo
\'iate Ih t' t h ronic su ffering tha t was 10 Ix- the
leK.aq ' of Ihis defeated peop le. Wilh Iheir lowns

red uced to charred ru ins and the ir field s fal low.
mere su rviva l beca me an arduous task . :\Idn y wh o
vu rvived rhe wa r mav han' p-nvhed la ter o f vta r
vauon or ex posure. Even WOI\t" , the Indi an s sufl
Iaced Ihl eah of renihurion by the victorious En K
lish. T hro ugh "C od'.. Provide nce" whi les had
df'fe3led " the hea the-n horde" a nd a \ virrorv the
Eng li\h be-lie-ved Iha l tilt' va n q ui sh ed m u st be
he ld arr ountahle for ttlt'il ni mt·.-. .n x an aga nseu s
and Iheil t OnfNll'l a tl'" had broken a so lem n rove
nail! and - ha "i nK ple\ iou\ ly submi tted them
\t'hes a.. vubjec l\ IU rbe killg of England - rhev
had commun-d an au uf rebellion".

Engli vh magivtrate.. then wert' faced with the
p rospe t of dealing wi th large numbers of Ind ia n
pri<;.(mel\ of war . For captured Xarragan sen s.
alteHlaliH"\ were nOI pleasant . Indians crowded III

Rhode Island jailv fared banishment, ens lave.
mem o01 exe( uuon. Tranw ript-, of a t-oUII martia l
held in :\'ewporl in AU.I{lI\1 16i6 reveal rhar a
number of ~allagan M'II S ....-ere execu ted fO I a l
leged war crimes.n

On AUl/:ust N . an Indian na med Ch uff. appa r·
ently wounded severa l davs before by Provi dence
men . st<lg:gered m m rhar ba ttle-scarred town
placin g himself at the men.v of the town's m ha b
ita rns . Embutered tu ....·mlM"ople were apparen tly
in no mood for pleas o f humanuananism . The
lOWII "cr ied lor ju stice aga ins t h im threa terung 10
kill him if ve a utho ritj- di d not Ro!{t"r Wil -
liam, ca used the drum 10 beat. ye T own Co unci l
and Co unr i! o f War called. a ll cri ed for juslin'
and execu tion , yt' cou ncil of \\' ar lI:ave selHence
and ht" ....·a ' sho t 10 dt'alh . to yt· Kreat s3tisfal'l ion
of yt' lown ." Such was the cl imale of the times,'6

Indian slavery had I)('('n bannrod by iHI act of Ihe
Ge neral AS~t'lllbl y in Ma r( h 1676.17 But as wi th
mo,\! Rfu)(ft> h land la ws. the act was difficult . if
not im lxI\sihle, to ('nfuH(' . Roger \\' illiaQu voict'd
no op posi tio n 10 Iho "t' who wj,hrod 10 sd l Rhode
Island Indians int o , Ia\'ery - tit' enco uraged the
p ract ice. lit' bt'('arne <I mt'mber of <I group of
Providen ce men who\t" \()le purIX)'>(' was the sa le
of Indian pri Sllller s.1S T o circ um't'1lI the law
p rohibit inK Indian sla"t' ry. WiJliam ~ and h i,
accompJi('es mt'rel ~' ualalx)Jled boatload, of
ca plun 'lt Indiam 10 Iht' ea\!elll shOJt' o f :" arra ·
g-ansetl Bay - to PI~'moulh Colo ny" and ~Ia,s.a

ch ust' lls Bay where Ihe s.a lt' o f red men cOlll inuro
10 flouri sh ."



1'10 \ u k llt I' men \\"11 ' ,Iho qunk 10 fi nd a loop
hole- 111 lilt' ann -clave- ttw Ih;tt ;l lIowl,d rfu-m to
,d l :\';nl;'~;III-.c ·1t 1IIt !l ;III ' 10 Rho c: k " la nd ...r v.
Captn,- 111(11;11 1' "Til ' "tlll 'l! in c:atq.:nrie" ;I(C: I '111
1lI~ to .I ~ t· and ;1 ,lidin~ ".111' of ill\ohnll J I \
"el\I IIl(!t- \\ ;1 ' dC: '\I'n l hll eva mph-. a ll Ind ia n
r lnldu-u 1111I1"1 11\(0 \t';U' 01 ;I,~(' W('W It"I1111 It'd 10
d" t we-IlI\ ·II\I· \, ';11 ' " I ~'I\II t': thnrv -vear-olds
",'1,' e: , .m l >c:· lk d l" w J\e 'I '\, 'n \' \tl,.:18 :\ l lh l llu::h
" '1\ itluk " ;1' I1nllll 'd II " ';1' ,"11 reg ard ed a, a
[0111I 1,1 ,1.1\'-1\ 101 iiII' 'Illlpk rt'a"'>11 rha r lud ian -,
\, '",,,, " ,ld .1~ ,III1'1 1111'11 will. De'plle:' It·'trinioll'
u n nun- 1.1 ,e:-1\11Ulk .l lul l lll' ban ou Indian ,Ia\
t- t v. 11\ Iiuu '*"11" lnd iau -, had I){"( 1I1lle:'" perma
fI('mh indemuu-d m Rh,>c:k l- Lmd . Eve-n ;t, late
,I' l i 7·1 _Il 'II'II ' fl~uu " u ·\t\lllh;tt mote than nne
thu d of tilt' Jnth;IIl' 1!·'ldin,l.: in till' e:ulnn\ lived
wnh \;.hlle:· 1.1I1l1Iu·, .ZI

r \( ' 11 II Ih. ·\ "l'r, ' '1>;111,1 hom var n-d form' of
punlli\(·ju\ll,t· 1I11'1l'l1 OUI h\ 11 >C:<l1 offie: iah . '1If 
\ 1\11I~ R h l >c:.!l- lvl.urd Ind iau-, al'I .lae:(·d nuue

Kt'Ill'I ,1 1 dke:" o[ ;1 c:I' 't'I' -IOOII 'c:1 p lejuc:lu(' ;IK;lilhl
them JIll' w;u h ;ull onvmred ma ne EII~Ii ...h that
lh, ' ollh ~,,,>c:.1 h llh .1Il w;" a tkac:l "Ill' . In 16Xl
Be-u j.rmrn H r-r ud r-n w;" un-d 11\ li lt" (;1'1lr-t,,1
,\''''' lIIhh I· " ,h'N.llIl~;l l an un uleru ified In d ia n
1)f "( ,H N - 1111' In d ian 1\'I1l'('d III vtand vnll UI" 1Il
Ikl lltkn ', e: umma ud . I k l uden ( la irned he wa-,

jU" lfit'd 101 la ]..III,1.: .1 , hOi al Ih ,' In d ian h,'c: all '('
till' It ul ian a l, o C: MII(·d ;1 !{Ull H l'lIl dl'll WI' ll!
Ullp llll i,twd , h ill IIII' ,-\ ' ''' lI1 l>h d id I);I~'" all al I
ill1IJIIOl i ll!{ Rb , ... l,' l ,bllll"I \ I,. " ht·h a n· 111t'rn...eln·~."

1.1]..(' o th"1 kllHh 01 l q~i ,lal iol1 , t hi ~ an rou ld
haul h · h,: t'1l1011 l'd, 22

Th t· to ll la]..I' 11 h \ th t' W;II and H·Jll i...a h th a i
fo l lowt'd a ll ~1' 1\'t't1 t(1 Ik l l l1laU' th t' :" ; lIra Ka n~rtt

popubtioll and " ,ltlt 'l 'uni \'or'. SOlllt'. o f I llIll'."
W'· I.· ab le 10 dud,· Ilwi l EllKli,h IHII' IH'I \ a nd
fo und Id u ,L:t' w ilh 1t'l1l11,tllt P"q u o h in Con ll('llI 
(li t III a mong o rlwl h;t1uh 01 In dl ;U1 \ ~ra llt' r t',l

lhloll ghOlll \,;tI lt HI, IMlt , o f j\'t'W En!{land and
1'\(' 11 a, LII aW;l\ ;1' <:anada ,t '

rlU'le wa, h O\H'\l'1 ;1Il oa\i, tWH' III Rh' >c:.11'
' , la n d - a 1.I;u",.1 , aW lllal\ w hl'll' It'm na n l
!{IOllp' of :"all ;I ~ ;IIl ~ · lt , (e: ,u ld l i\ 1' in rda tl\,('
lI;l ll'luilit\ . 1 hi , "hll ,,';lIIal I>.:"". ;1' WI' ' lylr il,
wa, , "u;lIl-d lll wh;1l now e:om l"i ....... IIII' l own~ of
Charl"'lfl\\11 ,Hili \\" ·' " ·Ih . Th( '~ " W('f(' tl1I' I<H1<h
0 1 :\'illi ~H·I . \;.11 hl'm 01 lh (' :\' ia n lin. l it- h ad ( 'ff('( 

l i\ r h - .1IIt! wi~'h - ITM lJlla illl'd a llrulla l

,t.1lI1e dl ll lll!{ 1I:u l,1.: " hili p ' , \\'a l _ Bv wa r', en d
:\'illl g ll' l ' ~ h,lIld 01 :" i.ll1ti e: , wa, IX'l ha,,' Ihl'
LIl~"'1 1"'II ;lIll1n .~ lI lth ~I ' I " 'U' glou p 01 Ind ia n ,
Idt III "Il llhri ll :\'1'\\ i"'II .L:lalld .21

<:1,"~I ' e: II II IIIa I and Iwlt "(hra rv l it·, made II e:';I~\

IIlI :\'all .IKan'l·lh I II ble-nd ill wi th the-n :-.;i;lIlw
11,·i!{hlll"~. 'IJlhl'tIUl 'llll\ ,''' ;I!JlnK dl'lI'l li,m 11\
\e: 'II!{dlll i",llgI I...hllwn .t dd iuona l Idll~"" 
\ \' a IllIMllo.II.: ' , :\'11'''1111 k-, p(·'1uo ..... and ol hl''' 
al .... 1111I'letlllll" IIII' ( :h" II" 'I I'" n an-a.o

t-h Ill!' e-nd of Ilw wvr-nnx-mh (('Il lIII \ rh.....ur
\nlll~ In d ia n popu};uinn ill w hal wa-, then called
:\';lIla~;iII""1l t UUII" \ wav ;111 a~.l.:rtxa't: III 1)I'(.pll'\ .
L""'I II :\'i;lIl1il ... li\lIl~ mthi-, .u ea rhen formed
IllI' Ioundauon of a Ill' .... Ind ian rommunrtv com
pO'I'tlul ;1 m\ll.ul III 1t'IIIIMIII tr ihal ~1l"lp~. B \ a

~ratill;II . alm'''t III1IM·llq'llbl,· IIIIMI''' . rh...""
hc:'t , 11I1(' ]..nown ;1' :\' ;UI;Il.: ;lIh ,·1I Indi an ... . 'Fh i ...
evohnion i-, ,·\id'·1l0 ·tllIl c:IN'th eM'e:uH-d In X uu
~"'l II e:hlllll~ Itlt' Iii" t1l't;nlt ' of Ih e:' e:' i~hlt"t:"lIlh

e: t'I1IUI\ In ""\1'1;11 d, ·c:'tl, her alled h lm"" If "vachem
01 j hr- :\' ;nl ;I~,ln'l'lt (;oUIIlI\ ." anti III olhe,,- he-

;....cunu-d thc tuh- ".;Ie: he-m "0 1 t ht- :\'arr;l~all""lI

Illlh ;H1 ' ."!· 'ii lle:(' tht'" , Indi an , lived ill Iht' x an a
,lI: ;In"'!l I IlUlIII \ II W,I'> .1"lIImu.l·'IM·c:ialh he
W lllll'~ . rh.u Ih n III 1,1( I wl·!t· :'\' ;lIl ;l~all ,ell I n
c:I i;lI1 ' . FOl w h ;III·\(·1 Il'a'fl ll . lh l' c:lI' \I~n alll) lI :\'1
.un ic ~(· IIt·la lh c:I i~a I'P('arnl a hel 1700. FOI lh l'
t Illf.ni,r, t l1l''' ' In di an , Il;ic:l h!'e: nnw :'\a r la.L:a n~(·th

- ;Itui l lw ir dl ''''(' lu la nt' al(' ('., Iled :\'arra ,e;an ""l t,
1, ...Lt~ _

1\'in i .~I' ·1 tlu'd ;lI m lll d 1679, II " wa, ~ Ll C: (l'nkd

b\' hi ~ c:laughu'l WIll'm llle" ], who rna \' h a n" d il'd
a , , 'al h a' lfiXii . ~ l IlI Mll l hl'l d,'a lh IlI'l , tt' p
111 01111'1 :'o:iniKlt'l II IWI';lIIH' e: h id ...ach( ·rn . ~ ~

De'pil t· ;tt t.·TIl p l' h~' :" 1I1 iglTI I " ' in ' urt' 1111'
all10110Il1\ 01 th l' :"i ;lllt il ". Ill(' ll' Ill IMllt Indi all '
a ll"1 Kin g !'Iul ip ' , \\'al ..... t·H· w.w tOll troll("(1 by
tll"II,-, a IllI IJt,li(lt"I ,1 tIll' i" 11 .L: l i,h . ~'l t;l i ll l \ t ill'
R ho de " la n d It-gi ,Lu lIU' m;ld ,' n o di ..linc:li on
l)I'twl'('n 1\'ia llli l and :\' a l raga n"l' tl. l ,a w, plohih·
i t in g g:IOUI' 1111TIin J.: ' . l',·,tr it 11011' a ga lI]'> t l'a l" ill J.:
f iu·a llll'. a nd f ut!n.... ;1J ' p ht'd I" all In d ia n ...Z9

( hll' Tllil il \ lha l In d i;lIh ('l lu lc:lno 10nl':I"I II"\ i \l
..... ,,\ tIll' Eng:Jj,h ti, ·, ill· fOI 111011' la nd . Thl' war
had . III !-:t'I!t-la l. 1l1>C:' f1('f1 lh t" gatn 101 a mad t1a~h

10 Itlt' 'tl1-C:;I IIt·d \alan l !;IlUt... Du r i n ~ lh l" Ifi90,
a nd ea rh l ilXh :\'lII i ~It' 1 It hc:ogan 10 ~lI((' u lllb to
t a llla h ll n ~ u ffl''' h o m En~li ~hl1l('n lu purlha ..e
IMIIl io n- of hi\ la lJlh i ll lIlt' Wt',>l (" l h a nd Charll' '' -



IOWfl ;II I·a,. 1',1\ nu-m Ill" !j'C r-ived hom tlW'I' ' alt-,
flU\ h;l\t· IIC'I' 11 Ihl'C!'U Iwlll 'U p poll l nd ia u-,
WItill II hi' JUII,dlll l"Il ,n

:\lcJlt' '1'111... , 1I1'1\1lI~ Illiu -outhe-r n RI IIIC Ie

l vla nd iIW\ II,lh l\ IJC'~;.II I" ,h lin l l lw I,IJU!' "f
X in igll ·1. JI lt' ,oIl ul :'\lfl i~Il '1 I ""Ill I'll" uveu-d
rh.u FII~ h ,h t" lhill,ion rould not h,· vmppe-d
:\"lnlgll:l II );1t"I!lhr,~ ' 1" , ,1,11'111 " R lu l(k 1, 1;lmk"
r-ved wnh illlt 'f"'1 Jall,h in Ihl ' vuuhem pUIli"n
Hf Iht - (,,1011\ . CUl1n,·. IJlUI " ,1lI,,~1 II. ,1I,t' o f t hr
Ind ian I'll ' Jr1\o h l"l l III ;1 10111.: and hlltt 'l bound
,I " e1i'plll!' Willi Khod t· 1, l.u \l1. II IOllllllUt'tl In
;l\' 1'1t jUli"li. 1I01l 0\1'1 IIII' :'\ ,II I <lI.:;lIh l ' l[ tOUIII" ,
To mal" IIUII,'I' ""I'.' . ,I PII\ ;ll,· I.:HHlI' "f land
'1.ot'IUl.lt"I' \...11""11 ;1' Iht" Alh l'I I" 11 Com p an v
I laimr-d H\\ IIt'T,hip of liu' :\";ur;H~all~ ·tt fount" hv
virrue- 01 ,I rnnll .~;.~t' ,lIu l .,IIN'qlll'1I1 foft·( 10'1Ift'
t"c"tlllnlill Illti:? "

Per ha p-, tt'ali,il1~ rh.u Ill' IlHl.:hr Ie",,· ' ·\I·"lhing.
:'\inigll'l dt'( uh-d 1<. I h<",,1' IllI' \1' ;1'1 <.1 thre-e 1'\1 1,- "If' ('(JI" II\ 01 R hod ,' " la n d , In lill:J lht· Xarra 
gan"'11 '>.uht·1lI ,1, l t'(l t he- Inlo n \ 10 ,I" i" hun III
h i, .:J.fb ir, .12 I Ill' It'g a-l.u Ult· tjll illh ,,: i,t,d rhi -,
Opp' J1 11l111l\ In ;lp l" ,illl lll l.:;1 ( t,nllll itll't' llI (fin ·
,idl'l :\"in ig lt ' l ' \ Il'( JIIl '\! ;IlU! IO '1 11\1'\ h r-, Indian
land v. nil' ;1\\t·mhl\ .a l'I'0i lllt'l! rommiur-e- - i ll a
' lfoll' o f eemu-, H I r un tun g - r ouvi nrrd Xuu
~It'l to tr;lIl\ lt' l nt h- 01 11.'i,l)(Kl , I( [t., nl Lmd to the
tolol1\ ."

.'I IIl~rt· t II IIl1llc I;U lllt'l l t1I ll't' \';ualll rauu-, to
rl u- ( il Ium fl ll :\f.nt h 2N, 1709 , H e- [l ' 1 i-ivr-d IIIl

pavnu-nt, ;l[ lhull~h uude-r U'II I1 , of th- dt'!'I! he
retaine-d an t' iJ,:hl ' 1I1\;lIt' mil l' a re-a o f "1t'\!'! H,d

land ," Thi -, rt' \t 'I \,;III,,11 ,1\ it (;IIIH' to lx- fail ed .
( 1IIll IIlI\ t'(I IIlIII h "f tlu- a rea (,f prr-e-nt-dav
C!l 'lrll' \lowtl . I'll!' k J,:i \[aHllt · ;11\0 prorni-e-d pro·
11"liOlI h orn , lai tt\\ 01 COlltll·( Iii III and lilt' Ather
I on mr-n . In add iti on . 110 It' l11 a i nl n ~ Indian land
could ht · ,old w uhou r apl'l ll\al o f the (;t'I1('lal
A ~ ,elllhl ~ . "

\\'UhOlll P;1\'ill ~ a , hi ll i ll~. lht, a v-e-mblv had
nbla in l'd rule III 11ll' IJllI\... o f Indian land -, Idl i ll

Rhodt· Ivlaud F OI l tlt' :O-:a ll ;l ~a!I\l'Il \ . \ igll ill J,: that

\ 709 do-d mar kr-d ;Il 't'l t'Ta ll' J!1 (JI th r- fl lll l in ll ing
downward tre-nd hq;l:un In Kin.~ I'hilip ' ~ War.
ShO! n o f lilt' f(H'alt'l pau of "wi, lands. rbe v had
aho cvmboln-allv quitclaimed Iht , la st w m bla rxc
o f \t'I(·d t·tt" llU in a linn a nd pohrir a l amonom v.
Indian a lta us would hnumt' mort' and m OTI'

d ifrt lh romrol led bv Ih t' It·f(i\l alutt' . when Xiru-

Pm 11.111 ..I .... r111""'1 II . ,"" .....j " '11I !( 1l'1 I . { .hn-f " r I Ill' .... ,,"l! j.
)ndMlh . •Q 1M.' (dn " ,11 f ormnh " It,d .... i nr~ It'I . "a,h..m
01 !hr .... i.mu". 0" . """""'lI. " "'.... fhm,,,!ht ,,, f>t" Q

1" " / ' QII 0 / .\"1'111/,1"'/ Jl



72 N A MMAG Al"'S FTI I N OIAN ~

KTel II a ttempted 10 ~t'1J pouionv 0 1 hi ~ lands
between 1709 a nd 171~. la ..... mak erv q ui ck lv inter
vened and dec lared th e '>d le~ null a nd vo id.»

The accemblv appointed a cn m rmnee in 1717 10

over ...re the sar hem 'v lands a nd ga \'e irs member..
exclusive pow er 10 evi r t a m - pt"ro;.(Jn in povses ... ion
01 :\ im gr et ' s la nds aga imt hi ... interest . .-\ vear
Iarer the assembly granted Ih..-I commit tee au thor
II I 10 lease parcels 0 1 In di an la nds fo r term... not
exceedmg fou rteen vears.~

II is d ifficu lt to de term ine rhe- sinceritv of
Rhode Island's co lonia l Iegi~lator~ in deal ing
w uh Indian problems. Yt'l rf' Tta in ly governmen tal
vu pe rv ivion of the Indian population co mpa red
favorabl y to tha t o f a ny nr he r New En gland
rolnnv .

lncr ea sed numbers 0 1 En Kli.-.h wnlers moving
int o South Coumv had a lell ing ('(fen o n Indians
re\id illg th ere. S inign'l II told d ming missiona ry
Reverend Experien ce ~Iayhe",' in 171 ~ tha t Rh od e
lvland Indians .....ere w in debt and impoverivhed
th at ma ny were forced to lin" wi th the Engli sh
a nd pursue En gli sh wa vs. In a revealing rema rk
:\'ini KTt't no ted th a i hi s ln dian , "d id nOI care for
him.... an unmivrakable sign rha r h l\ power was
.....ani ng . Reverend james ~larSp.lTra n at rhe
:'\arragan 'it" l1 chu rch in 1723 observed th at onl v
a bo u t t....·o hund red Ind ia n.. le\idr'd in S arragan 
'>t"11 rOUn ll1,.'1Indiam indf't'd .....e rt' beginning 10

\Calle r o nce aga In .
Sn metimt" during Ihe fir" l ..... ft' k of j anuaq' 1723

S in igr t't II d im. .-\ nt"w\pa rN"r a((OUl1l o f th e
fUIlt'ral Tt'IXlnt'd Ihat he d ierl o f intoxicauon aft er
n)TJ~um i ng 1..... 0 ga llom o f rum al ont' si ll i ng .'~

I\-I osl likely , Ninigrt't d ied a lin"d. il/o;t"d m an - a
rhid who had lost hi ~ lands, hi .. power , and hi ~

peoplt'.
:"olo lon~er a people in IIII' \('n ..,' of having a

unifit'd cu lt u re and a (l"n tra liled a u thor ity, :"olalla 
ga n ..ellS wt'rt' th en a group of indl\'idual~ tryin K
10 , u r\' i\t" in a h ilt' .....or ld . Iwlalion - o r ra lllt' r
Iht' lad o f il - o rked aga m\t Indian ho pes of
maima in in ll: am' dt"Krff o f cu ltural contin ui t\ . In
Ih(' 't"\t'nteenl h ct"Olun', India m of Smu h (".ount"
ha d Ix,"n ablt' 10 ma lOlai n aUlonom~ by shffr
Il:f't~raph ic i<,olallon . Then and inueas inKh ' '>0 a<;.
Ihe eill:hu,,'t'nth ct'OIury pr~Je\'o("d. ..... hitt" R hod('
h landt"rs began 10 mo'e mlo Sou lh (".oun n ' lands
in lar gt' num bers. By 1730 four whll t'S for (""en'
Indi an r('Sided in King ' s Cou m y (la ter Wash in g-

Ion Cou n ty, popu lar h know n a .. Sou th Cou nty ).
R\ liR3 whi le\ out nu mbered Indiam twemv 10

o ne. ,.
l nd ia n -, a lso began to embr,« e- th e rrltKlOn of

lheir w hire neighbors . In liZ2 Don UT ~larSparran

reporte-d that hi~ cougreeanon of Anglicans m
e-luded Iweht' Indian a nd blar I. "'l\;Ul1~ _ T wemv
vearv later Reverend j a me-, l lo ncvma n boasted
rhar more rhan '>t"t"llly ;".;eKrf)('~ a nd lndi a n -, wert"
aUt"lItllll/o; regular " ''''itt".. al lu-, h iml' Chun-h
III ;".;1"W I)()Tl . l O

As early in 172i Cha rlev Augu"lm :\' inigret ,
~ une.-.~01 to hi s deceased la ther :\i n i!,:H'1 Il e-c .
IHt"..sed in terest In erecuna a rhun h 0 11 rhe re..er
vatr on grou nds III Charlestown. III ' .." I a vide- a
rwt-tuv arn- 101 but it tonk almo..t twe-ntv vea r-,
hefol(' h i~ d ('~i rt' b ecam e H'aJily , Brfnn- li50 a
... uucture al ready o n Ih (" ch un h 101 had been COIl

ve-ru-d into a chun h . pl ohahl ~ thl' 0111" de mol ished
in 1859 In mak e way 101 rhe pre-v-ru In di an
r hu n h in Cha rlesrow n.u

B\' 1730 new p roblems Ix-J;:a ll 10 p lag ue Cha rles
lO..... n'v a lreadv beleaguered Ind ian s. Despll t" the
1ej(1vla rure"s vupervivion . Indianlands con u n ued
10 ...hnn k. Sa lt' of land '01 ... 1If't1"' ..a ry a~ a soun e
of inrome. T he sachem d id no t ....-01 1. a nd d id nOI
tax Iht"ir fo llower!>. Altt'rJliJ(e ..ourres of lllcome 
lea<;.ing: o f Indi an land ami .-.ale o f lumber from
Iht' «-diU ...wa m p - pJO\t'd .... hol h inadt"C]uare 10

Iht" fatt" o f r i..ing: de bl\ b, imJt"a\tnJl: l~ eXlTa,a
g:a n t ~acht'ms.11

The rno\t r'h ro nir' problem ~ a ffl~ t lllJl: Ihe :\'arra 
j(all'ell~ " h er 17:S0 ....·ere i",etlMI di,i sions th a I
..pa ..... ned di\'i~i\'t' fa<lionali \rn , nU1 in~ :\'in i~r t'l

II ' ... f( 'I~n Indians Iwgall to In"" n m fidf' II,e in
lill'ir sar ht"m... They had Kouri lea \OIl. ;".; t'w
kadn.. larked the abilit y 0 1 wi ~d()1T1 o f Nini g-n"l I.
FOIl lHlt"S o f lilt' Nianl ic ruval fam ily !"."gan a
" ('ad y ded in e cu lm llla tiuK in tht, dnUlkell t'x
lra va Kances 0 1Thorna ~ :"in iKTe t in Ihe 1761h.
Whde ha pt."ople ..hi \'er ro in d ra fty I('an -Im . KIOJ!:
T o m . a\ he was callffi , <;.a t in h i .-. palalial home
dl"\i~ n i nK p lam lor h i ~ \al ill .

P lObl t'm s inhert'nt in ....'ea l. leadership r'o m
pou nded a power SrTllKll:l1" a mong: roya l fam il~

rnt"mbers . The d l~pUle lx-g:lI n in 1735 re\ uhed 111 a
It'nKth,- WUlI OO u lt" nOI ft"..ohrd IImi l 1i60_ Wa r
amon~ Ihe roy a l fa miht", t' ru pted ..... ith Charle\
AUKlntus' death in 1735. ShOll h ' aher" Charles'
..... ido..... Kat t" allt"mpl ed 10 sea t ht' f infant \On
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Charles Jr . as sachem , bu t Grorl/:e AugU'>Ius Nini
grer. a brother o f Charles. a lso cla imed succes
sion ."

Supporters of George asser ted th ai Ka te w as nOI
of roval blood a nd th ai the mar riage belw een
Cha r les and Kale had nOI been a pp roved by the
tribe. Charles Jr. , an rllegiumare child. cou ld
therefo re make no claim. Grorl/:e' s death in 1746
on ly intensi fied the figh t for hi c wife cla imed
sucre....inn for her son T om. The lamily quarrel
ron u nned unabated umil 1760 ..... hen Charles J r.
gave up hi s right in excha nge for £500 ster ling
and :500 acre .. of land : he had enli ..ted in the
colonia l army and wou ld not re-rur n. U

Squabbles among the Ninill:reh dea lt a moria I
wou nd to the Nian uc monan h v. Inte rn al dissen
..ion and a bu ..t' of power natur all y led 10 wide
spread di ..content amo ng Charle..to wn's Indi ans.
This sor ia l and pofirir-al ma la ise gradua lly
evolved into a movement to overthrow it s roya l
family . The nucfeu.. of thi s group emerged a 
round 1740 and initially ca mped u nder the ban
ner of Oeorge ~iniKTet: members were oft en
refer red to as hi s cou ncilors.e Conuuuing roya l
family divi sions and accession to rhe throne of an
infant kinK - Tom - afforded them the opJXlr·
lunilY 10 consolida te their po .....er .

They were, ir seem s, awa iting a golden oppor
lunil)' 10 e\'in the ro yal family from irs exa lted
posicion of power. They did nor han" long to
w ail. King Tom Nmigret . described by contem
poraries as a "large fleshy man ." had an uncom
mon appeti te lor strong d rink and a Iree hand
with money. He w as said 10 have been a co n
firmed dru nkard durin g his later years . Educated
in Engl and , he w as not it man who accep ted
second bes t. Wh en it ca me lime 10 build a house,
he co n trac ted master cra ftsmen to crea te a pa lace .
Designed by an archi tect in Eng land , much of the
tw o-and-one -half-srorv struc ture was constructed
in Newport. hau led across Narraganseu Ba y, a nd
assembled on his estate in Char lestown , H is
expenSt'S o n the pa lace alone exceeded [60,000."

Faced wi lh overwhelmi ng debu and burdened
by legal ft"es from more Ihan twenly lawsu its,
Thoma~ Sinigret in August 1759 pelilioned the
General Assembly to all ow the sale of lands 10
pay his debls. The lawmakers resJXlndni with an
act specifying that .....111 the la ws ... pas~ in this
colony to restr ic t or prohibil Ihe native India ns ..

from sell in g and di sposing of their esta tes. be.
and Ihe~ are hereby repealed ." Thi ~ an in effect
ga\'e 1':inigret carte blanche 10 se-l l an ~ and all
landv with no restricti ons. He q uic kly look ad 
vanta ge o f this ill -conceived leRislal ion Y

HURl' lIac b of land were sold. Befor e 10nR
much o f rhe Indian population in Ch arl estown
had co mp letelv 10~ 1 faith in their saehem . In June
176~ a large group of Xanagan seus ca mp iallied
to thf' as 'ot"mbl y rh a t :\,illlKret wa.. " ..pending
e\'("q, thinK he ca n," and warned that if the sale of
land roru in ued. lhey a s a people "were in da ng er
of pet i ..hing." The legislators , ft'aliling their
m istak e, p romptly ordered all s ales o f Indian
lands slopped. t8

The iuvur gem rou ncil no w had the-ir golde n
npporruni tv. In a bold move tl)('y at tempted 10

Wft'\l fOlllro l of Indian land from Kin g Tom ,
claimi ng lhal the land belonged 10 the u ibe not
to the sachem . The insurgern-, even hired a law
yer, Man hew Robinson . to ft'preS<'1II them III their
fight against Ihe ir sachem . Despne the assemblv's
prohibi uon. irrepressrble King T om ro ruinued to
\('11 land - more than :5.200 acres between 1759
and 1765. During rhe 17605 both rhe Xarragansen
Ind ia ns and American col oni ..ts were havin g
exavpe rau ng problem s with their re'ope< uve roval
fam ihe-s."

The lIl\urgellls decided 10 1.1),;1' mailers into
th eir o wn hands in Ap ril 1766. AI a meenng of
more than one hundred Ind ia ns it was voted
"never more to regard you (KinK Tom ) as our
sou-hem, disavowing )'OU as Kin g ." The Narra
ga nse tts had , ir seemed, declared their independ
ence fro m roya l do mi na tion a fu ll decade before
the th irtee n English colonies. »

T hei r reso lution by no mean s ended the romro
vrrs y. III certa in respects it made matters worse ,
for 1I 0 W a new group - the insurgent ccu nril 
claimed authority 10 sell land , The pol itica l up
heava l Cleated a rhaonr su uauon rha t would spa n
more than two decades. King Tom's dearh in
November 1769 did lill ie to simmer the boiling
JXlI of political anarch,!'. Befor (" hh body was cold ,
Tom's \iSler ESlher was la.,'inJil; claim 10 the
thrunt'. Despite council prolests. sht was cro.....ned
ea rl ." in 1770 and to confu\(" mailers ("\'en more
she appoimed her own royal cOllncil 10 assist
her.)l

Also in 1770 Ihe assembly - under leadership

..
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of Stephen Hopkim - imervened in a n ellon to
't('lIle difference~ between the sparring xrou pv.
A~am the legislature pa~"",d a n art prohibinng
sale of Ind ia n la nd v "o n a ny p retense. whatever ."
Far nona! haK~lillg however (·OIl1 i lltJt>d. ~z

Rut a t rhi -, lime- an e... a pr' fo r im poverished
~a tTagan~elt s ope-ned. English rr nwionariev to the
tri be in th e fir sl hair o f the eig hreenrh o- n rurv ha d
made imponaut ' Hides ill co nve rsio ns tn Chri s
na nuy . The Na nagan-ens also had IM'('n deepl y
a ffected hv th e- (; I('at Awak ening o f the l 730~ a nd
..O~ , In d ia ns trained in rehgion be gan 10 sp read
the gospel among their own J:1('oplt' , ('.('rta i nl~' th t'
mO~1 famous of rhev- native missionalit'\, Samson
Occ um. Connecurur vt c hegan . attained a n inter 
national reputation for ch ristia n il lll g t'Hons
among rhe Soi x Iroq uo is S a lions, and he con
duceed numerous m i....io n v among rhe O neida s of
renua l Xew York duri n!'!; th e 1760 " s,

Ooru m had hl ght'r avpi ra tions. II i ,> fo rmu la for
,>uHt'ssfu! mi ssion cou ld be sum med up in the
pnuci p le o f r-onver vio n o f C hn via n example. T o
MUJm plLsh rhi s co nversio n among rlu- Oneidas,
til' suggested that lh t')" donat e a portion o f th ei r
lands for senh- mem hy chnstianized eastern
Indi an s. H e hoped rha t th ese '>t'1I1t'r" bv th eir
exemplarv li fe , would help plan t th e wed o f
Chrisuanirv among we-stern m bev. Tbe O neida s
accepted Orcum'v proposal.w

During spring 177~ S ew En g land Indi,Hls lIlt't
at ~Ioht'gan , ('.onnt"Cti('ut to comide r th t' Oneida
p lan . ~Ioht'gan ~ , Pequot s, Fa rmin/(Iom. weslern
Sianllcs , as we ll as S arra ganM"tl s a ll aKrt"t"d "'to
Sed, a Co UlllT)' for o ur Brt'lh rt'n .... The exodus
from :'-:arrag-an \t'll bt'g-an tht' follo wing sp rinK,
Mall Y undou1>l t'(lIy were anxious to rid lht'msel\'es
of th (' chronir suffel ing and pri\'ollions lhal had
bt-<'o me a part of lh eir mi o;erable ex i'i. lt'nce on tht'
Cha r lt'stown rt'''t'r\'a tion , Tht' prnspt'('t o f a frff
parct'l o f land . rt'mm t'd fro m g r("("(j)' incursions o f
land hung'1' ""h itt's , was a templalion Ih at ft'''''
(,Quid les i,,!. .-\ si/(nifi('a lll bod~ of :":arra gano;ells
made Ihe Hek to nt'w homes o n the ha nks of Lakt'
O neida . T hef(" they joined wilh o lht'T S ew En g 
la nd Ind ians to for m a n t'w commun il ~' - in
Brothertown , :\t'w York . Tht'w Ind ia m Iat el
hec:amt' kn own collft,ti \e1)' a s th e BrOlhenown
Indians . ~5

Tht' :"o:arra/(an '>t' tt s who chost' to relllain in
Charl estown ('uuld nol CD UllI on lht, General

..h'-("mbh for he-lp in resolving tht'i, problems 
Rhode Ivlandet s ""ere bu~~ fighlinl( rbeir o wn
dispute. Art ua ll s verv lillie is k no wn about
Charlestown', India ns during th t' revolut io narv
vears. Wt' do know thai ma n y In di an.. se rved in
the Conunen tal arms' a nd thai Queen Esther d ied
som etime in 1777, Her yo ung so n George a p par
en tly ruled for a sho rt lime bur wa s killed in a
freak accident . Georgt" s death so unded th e knell
lor th e Nianti c roy a l famil y. Tilt, \Oil ln-mship wa s
nn more.»

The demise o f the ro val :S; in i/<: rt'h did nor e nd
facuonalivm ,plin lt'ring the :"'a rra Ka rht'lI s. The
co-called I\ing ' .. Coumi l anempred ro I)('(omt' a n
authoritv unto ucelf The insurgent (uu nc il " after
fi~h ling roval amhontv for twenrv vearv . now
became known a.. the T ribt's Pan v.et

Bv the late liMO.., th e suuauon hold become
imoterable. In Decem ber l i H8 both lall ium,
havi ng reached a frustrati ng impasce. admi tted
the ir inahil it v I II romru l rheir ow n alfa its . Tht')
ma de d t'sIM'r ,llt' ap pea l to th e a"t'lI1 hly 10 a ppo int
a COTJ1JUillt't' 10 make rq {Ula linns and determine
all disp u tes. TIlt' al lion tha i Iollnwe-d was dev i
vive. The l eg i ~la tlil e r rea ted a four -m an r-om
minee wu h fuJI po we-r "10 ma ke SUt h rules a nd
reau lauon.. among the m (th t" :\arraKa nst'th ) a"
will lend 10 pI0ll101e their happine.., a nd we l
fare ." The r u le-, were 10 be "'hindin!,: and ('on
r1usi, 'e upon ,ht" ..aid tTilx-, the C,nUllcils a nd
indi\iduals thert'of." T he a~S("mhly had a..sumt'd
(omplt'te control tnt' r Iht' S a rr aKan 't('l h ' aHai rs . ~·

In th e 1790, th e as\t'm bh ' cont in uro to t'xt"n
con tro l O\·t'r Ih r :"JarraKan st'lI s wh o we re In no
condi tion to r('si sl th i.. e\'t'r i nClt'asill~ domina 
lion , By' 1792 , whe n lh t' a SM"lI1bl y p,, ~ ,t'd lIew
nllllpreheIlSi\'t' lq;:'islatioll !';o\'elllill /o!: Ih e Indiall
community ill Charlt'<,wwn , tht· Na rra/o!:an <, t'll \
wt'r e o bli/o!:ro 10 fo llow deta il ed tt'glila liolls tha t
slX"ci fiffi and defi nn! Ihe rol e a nd powers of Ih('
tr iha l ('OIl1lril, (IUalification.. and proc'n! ur e\ fo r
e lN' li n !!: Ihe counci l. a nd Ihe alil hori t ~, o f a COIl1
m illet" o f wh it e,> ",'h ich a~sumn! Iht' la,k of on"r
st"t"ing a ll a~lx'(ts of polin- and politics. ~' In June
1792 , Ih e a~..emhh' wt'1lI lunht'f a nd Clealn! th t"
o ffice of tU'a\lIrer o f Ih t' S ana!':an w l! Ind ian s 
aJ;fdi n a ""hi lt' ma n ilppoillln! hy tht' as\embly 
t'mpowerro to 01<1 in conj u llClio ll wi th tht' In d ian
council. BUI, mort' im pon a lll, th e (oull( il could
1101 acI withollt lhe lrea surer' s approval in all



maner c.w
To '>OIlW th i.. usurpanon o f aurhorirv bv the

a ....ernblv rniulu appeiU rallouv - another ('xam
pte 01 whiu man' .. Opprt·.... io n of Ind ian s. Yet.
when ,iewl·d wuh m Ihl' 1I111 lext o f rhe lime.., a nd
r on..ide ri n/( rhe co ndit io n of the Nat ragan..eu .. in
the lare e i/(h tt"t" lJ(h and ('illl) n ineteenth renrurie..,
thi s go\t'ulmt'lIIal regulanon can be understood
from a differl'lJ( per spe tin' .

Poliural Iar nonahvm had vntuallv ..ragnared
Indian auempr -, 10 govern them ..elves. JlI..t a ..
lacuonah ..m had helpedto de suov the famous
Jroquoi .. Ifllllnleraq in :":I'W Yor k in rhe- 1780s.
I('anllll: lht, Iroq uo is vulnerable 10 wh ite dom ina
non ...0 trm had Iacnonali ..m left the Xa rra gan-
..ett .. flollnd.' , i ll~ .· 1

But unhke the lroq uo i.., the :":arra~i1i1'>t'lts bv
1790 had alreadv undergone nurnctouv I ulrura l
and \0( ielal changev. Ch ri'>lianilY had now
hrought them IIlIO rhe fold of white man 's wei
('1\' . \ folnnl'r, Indian s in Rhode lela nd were
beginnmg 10 wor k their won 11I10 the while
mallelplau-..Alrhough ..mall fa rm ing wa.. \1111 a
main ...a ..-. mille a nd more Indian s we-te fo llo wi ng
trades and lin'l ihooli'> no t rradi uona flv In d ian .
So me Wl're ..awver... ot hl'l" vumemasouv and ca r
pt'!lIe". or lu-rv depended UpOfl work iI" day
la borer-, 011 Ileighborilll( wh ite farm" a nd or her-,
.....orkrt! it, Illd t'llIurffi 01 dome"lil '>t'r\alll.....~

SUfh thangt''>, cOlip It-d ""ilh tamp,1ll1 internal
poll1lral fanionali~J1l, 1n1lhl' a,,<,f'mhh 10 befit'\e
Ihal :"it tl,,~all't'll " welf' on Iheir wa\ IIl""ard
elll t'rlllg Iht' main~"l'am of ""hite '\0( 11'1\-. Rt'/(u 
la tion ' I",,,('(l in Iht' 17!H)., \H'rl' a lmtod al hdpin!-:
I lld i it n ~ <llolIg - 10 fJuII lt'Tl the p.il((' o f a~ ..imi la 
tio n.

Hu t 11H'"e reg ul ation , did not hv a n~' me,\Il'
im po "t' il ..Iii, t polil ~ uf (()l 'lled a"' lInilalion.
ilhl eitt!. 111I" il ' '''m bh di'pla\ed a dt'gu'(' of r l' ~ pt'l t
for Ind ia n tr iltliliolh itlU! I u ..lom... T ht', fr;ITT11:'I1
Iht' f('guliuilllh ;lIotllld t'x I' lI n :e; 1ll""lll1inrh Ihal
had lom,' to pla\ ;m llnpollillll role in 1111' :"arra 
gall~ll (Ollllnllllll\ . Tht' lndian (o\llllil- 011
lhou~h "0 1t"tt'llIh caughl in thl' quagm ilt'" o f
di ..ulIl l\ - wa' no t ilho li, llt'd. In ' lt';II!, lilt' a"em 
bl ~ re!-:u lilli"n, hdpnl to IWl penl ;!lt· Ihl ' cOll ncil
hv OH"'I'I'1I1g ii, iHli vil i,''' . In Ih i' wa~' Ih l' a'v'U\
hh ;\(t('(! ii' a ht'nt'falltJ r rather rhitll ;1 dl 'nallOl of
Indian po llt it OI l ..u uo 11111'.

[\('11 good mlt'lllion .. did nOI gUitl<UII"I' good

and equitable policv. Although manv Xar ragan
sens in the late eighteen th and earlv runeteenrh
centuries may hale found wo rk, manv members
of the rrunmurutv were It'll without ..ourre.. of
income. Debtors a nd IMUI)('" incn-awd. From
1800 10 11'130 - in the advent of lilt' imiu-arial
revol ution a nd ris inl/: r-apital isrn - Xa n aga nwnv
did nOI pa rta ke in benefus of rhe ma nu larturmg
age.~' Thi , realirv revealed rhc hvpocr i .. ~ of white
desire.. 10 a....irmlate Ind ia ns into general socieiv .
On one hand some while.. in the ea rl v nineteenth
remu rv wanted people of color . red and black , 10

lind a meaningful p lace in American <,()("It'I\·...'
O n the o llwl, w hnes abo kept Ind ia ns a nd blac ks
from eruering the ma in ..rrea m by itd lwring- to
be ll icose rheoriev on ra cial infl' riori t)' of lion
while pt·()pks ."s

The a ..'tf"mbl)' conri nued to offer Xa rra ga nseu s
a helping hand, III 11'1 11. il enacted lrliti..lauon .
firsl passed in 1718, that prohibited Indians from
being sued fur debt .w 11 alco took arnon 10 help
individua l Ind ia ns . Thoma .. Cummo, h of
C har lestown had been imprisoned for debt in
18 10. He periuoned the legi vlann e in hope rha r
he m ig ht Iurth er ex p la in h is r a..e. The a ....em hlv
took iIll I'H'" in C UITl IllOfh' .. plight. voted 10

re lease him from ja il. gi\"i ng h im a I ha nce 10

p lead hi .. l-a~t' a .. wt' ll a .. worL: to undo hi .. dt'bt. i7

Dr spile legi d a ti \'t' an ion , Ihl' In d ian ..' eco 
no mic ..i llla tio n gJt'w wor\.{'. T he :":arragan<,('11
land.. in Charit'stown (onllnut'd 10 ..hrin" III ,ile
as Iht' Indian council !.Old mOlt' land to whiles,
Lmd '>die.. had be<ume Iht' on ly ml';tII.. 10 ga in
quic L: ami '>Ieady inco lllt' . T he a..\t'm hly - "yin/l:
to gi\'e tht , :\'a rra /l:an ..('I... a .. free a hand a~ pos
~ i ble _ 1I11l lin unl to a p p ro ve land ,a h-...b~

T he Ind ian cOUllt il. as a rt'sult o f it .. ro le in
land rra n ..at 110 m , hecame tainled wi lh th e ma 
la i..c of ('Orruplion . In 1813 fo n y ~arra~anst:'Hs

chargl'd Ihe (ounc il wilh '>t' ll ing land and squa ll
delin~ mont" . In a peulion 10 Ihe ,u'tf"mbh. chl'\
co m p la lll lod thai lhe (oulll-il. after re(e)\'i ng p.n·
mern ') for land. wert'" u ..ing plofi lS 10 bll\
....p iri l/o li l'> liquors." " Wt' a re no t," ..aid the'of'
d i....ellll·I\. " wil ling 10 St' ll ou r L1.nd tn pil\' 5mh
Expell , es."bQ

Oth el'>. It,d hy T oh ia ' RO\s and :'\:arraga m t·t!
m inis[{" \ !n't·.. Sla lllon , iucu..ed Ih t· 'talt' 
a ppollllt'l! (ft',hu rer J o 'tf"p h S tan lon lI t ron..pi ring
wil h Ih(' Ind ian council 10 ~ell land .. a nd pockel
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the p roceeds. Ross sta ted at one poi nt that
Stanton had. without explanation . sim ply dis 
possessed h im of h is land .' O

Wh en the assemblv heard these charges. the
legisla tors adopt ed measures tha i only prolon ged
a solution . T hey formed a com mi ttee to study the
suuauon in J une 1813. By October it had failed to
accomplis h anyr h mg. So the Indians asked th ai it
be reappoi nt ed . and the assem bly happil y agreed.
Mem bers of th is reappointed co mmi ttee proved to
be mas ters of a n o ld dance step - one forwa rd.
one back . At last. in J u ne 1816. a not he r assembl y
r-ommutee - appcirued the previous February 
an nou nced it had sett led a ll d ispu tes, incl udi ng
account s o f the treasurer . and tha t the Indi ans
owed Stanton about twen ty-two do lla rs. With in a
year Ihe Indians repeated the ir a llega tions aga inst
Stanton . So the assembly - with no great inge
n uity - a ppoint ed a not her inves tiga to ry r-om
minee. Undoubtedly thi s situa tio n could hav e
cont inued forever , as Stanton probably hoped it
wo uld. In 1817 they appointed another co mmittee
"10 seule the accou n ts of J oseph Stallion . .. and
make report of his do ings." By May 1818 - with
the enti re situa tion obviouslv out o f hand - they
appoin ted ano ther co mmit tee becau se the latest
had failed 10 repo rt. Thi s o ne fin all y su bm itted
its report bu t - characte ris tically - avoided a ny
mention of charges agains t joseph Stanton .
Wor se. the committee declared th at the Narra
ga nsens o wed Sta nton $172.11

T o the assembly's credi t. the legislators knew
somet hi ng was am iss. There is no record o f wh at
fu rther in vestigation may ha ve been conducted.
wha t new infor matio n may have co me to light.
Although they au thori zed payment o f the money
o wed Stanton . th e legislators al so took definitive
an ion by vot in g to abolish the po sition of
treasurer - a nd succeeded in unemploving
Joseph Stamen. "

But the y cou ld not so eas ily solve the affa irs of
the Narraganseus. Land still remained th e most
formidable problem . Squabbles over land o wner
ship co rm n ued wi th wh ites and Indians claimin g
var ious parcels ." Indian inde btedness ra nkled
South Co uruv merch ant s who had allowed Narra 
gansens to bu y on credi t. but who cou ld not by
la w bring Indians 10 cou rt to co llect debts.u

An assembly comm ittee headed by Doct or Dan
Kin g o f Charlesto wn in June 1832 recommended

dras tic act ion . Kin g no ted th at the Ind ian popula 
tion had dwin dled. their lan ds had decreased. and
the cou ncil co uld no longer gove rn their affa irs.
In essence Kin g' s committee reco mmende d abol
ish in g the Narra gan sctts and their rem nant
poli t ica l stru ct ure. Kin g also recommended tha t
the assembly nulfity th e law th at proh ib ited
Ind ians from lx'in /;!; sued for deb t."

A prime reason for Kin g' s recom menda tio n he
did not menti on in hi s repoTl. A number nf
Ind ia ns owed him money and he had already let
ir be kn own th at he wanted 10 be paid . Kin g had
organized a grou p o f physici an s from South
Co u nty in 1823 and together they petitioned the
assembl y. a ir ing co mp la ints abo ut India ns no t
payi ng doc tors ' bills. King sta ted th at "dicta tes o f
h uma nity" necessitat ed provi din g numerou s
medical serv ices to Indians . BU I it was d ear th a t
Na naganseus were un grateful for these "favours"
as he called them . Kin g: int ima ted tha t unless
doct ors were paid. these favors would reave. He
said in e(fec t that not on ly was the era of house
ca lls over , bUI that th e situa tio n might also
necessitat e some revis ions in the Hi ppocra tic
oat h." No w in 1832 the same man reported the
reason s wh y the Nar ragan sens sho u ld be di ssol ved
- a report o f fo reg:one concl usio ns .

Kin g' s report created a storm o f co n trove rsv.
Elisha R. Potter . J r. - who would later write the
h rst comprehensive hi story of the Na rraganwt ts
- told hi s fa ther that the report was "a ra ther
sha bby concern."? The Narragan sen s themselves,
led by Dani el Seka ter. replied to the report in a
series o f peti tions to the assembly in 1832. The
Indi ans challe nge d Kin g ' s find ings a nd asserted
their capability of handling thei r own affairs.78

Sid ing wi th the Ind ians - in irst-lf a rep udia tion
of Kin g' s repor t - the asse mbly dec ided to take
no action a nd ma intai n sta tus quo .

In Cha rles town that may have assured Indian
cohes ion for the time being . but it did not im 
prove the quality and cond itions of Ind ian life.
Faced w uh few o ppo rt un ities for impro vin g the ir
lot . many Narraganseu s in the 1830s - as did
man y whites - looked wes t [or a chance to sta rt a
new life. The Menominee Indians in 1832 had
ceded abo ut 500,000 acre s in Wisconsin to the
United States. O pened for sett leme nt by the
Brorh ertown Indians of New York . these Wis
consin lands became a haven for Na rraga nsens in
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Charl,j(owtJ. AI'.l{ lj., ( 9. 192'. The ,'Ilarra,l{anlf/l." (ompl,x
hl.llm"v l.\ _.ug lC"" , d ItJ Ihu It-'"'' j" fm'll of th, ,It"" "
ch urch. PhotfJrl,'dph fry A.,,,,..., L ord.

1831"- Luh III Ilw UHI" . ' Io",,'~ Sra ruon , 1111'
lndiau pll'a, 111'1 . lllga ll l/ni a gl,l litl eXOjll l~ of
~a l l a~"II~('H~ III \\'I ~( Oll ~l ll . Tht'\ v .td th (' il land

HI Rh ode l vla ud - .c:1\ 1fl~ IiIl'IIl a vtak e- fO I lhl:"
jOUTIW\ ""(">, 1 - and hll<llh jouu-d their bn-rhn-n
in Wi"olhin ' \ (;trtll B,I\ ate;J _ 7~ Alrbough life in
\\" i", o n , jn al fll~1 plo\n! atduouv . the U;Uh
pfann-d :\" 'll r'l.c:illl~elh worked 11i11~1' n1h 10 bu ild
a IWW lite o n rhe- i101u it·I."O FOI t hl" 111 ("[ pan tl1l'\

Plo~I Jl·ted and lx-c arru- p tOll1 l1Wlll nn-mberv of tfn
corn mun ir, - IJlIt' :\" ,l lt,n~a ll~I'1 1 dev enda ut even
ra n 101 d t"(u " ".1' a Cillld uLHl' 10 CongH""."

Fo r ,hu't(" whn staved in R bode lvla nd. li fl"
remamed 01 (1( h rhe sa me-. Ah ho u ro:; h rhe a ..se-mblv
III IIH O created th e off ill' of r ommiwioner of Ihe
i'arra!(all '>t:'l1 Indian s. lan d '>a le v and ronnover ..ies

vufl plagued Ind ia n a ff 'IlI'> .~ ~ The- aV't' mhh al<."
dll t·( th ' O Ug:hl 10 pr ovide 1I10lWY for tht, Indian
..tl IIHII in Cha rk-...own. ,lI lh o ugh in rln- long run
II wa .. ill -a m- nded . nu ..managed . and Ihl' '1l1alil\
0 1 m crrucuon h.. whue teac ber-, It'll m ur h III be
dl '''lr('(I .~ '

In 1859 thl' Indi a m did ,>u((l"('(l in (Omlrllltlll~

,I newc hun h - Ihe ..lIHW ed ifn e- that "Iaml ..
Inltty in Chatlevtown . Under IIl'W n-gulauou-,
pa ~ ~l 'd bv IIIl" a ....ernb lv. rhe In d ian (I) UIl,i! 01"
" lI lT1t"(IOj gtt·;ilt·! role in handli nK inn-ma l ..fb i"
..lIl h a-, lea ..ing: land , ln en .. i n~ limber <UltlllR.

and plmidlllK for poor Ind ia n ..."
S luwh li fe IM'Ran In improve hUI that meant

also rhat th e rommunnv was hn om in R runn- and
mun- i l1d l~ t ll1g: 11 l~habk a .. an Indian ro mm unir v.
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Values and Iih,'\ly lt''> conti nued 10 change. In 1862
the India n co mmissioner reponed that "a mani 
leM improvement is believed to have taken place
within the last Iw enw-Iive years." He observed
thai romfonable houses were replacing ram 
shackle hu ts that had onre been the norm . that
man y Ind ians cou ld read and ..... rile. tha t the
people .....ere industrious and ha rd- .....orki ng. and
that "a majority of them have no lack of the
necessiues of lile." Bu t the commissioner also
observed thai the Narragansen po pula tion co n
unued 10 decrease and he estimated tha i it rom
pnsed "nor more rhan 1.....0 hundred persons."
~1 ore important . he reponed that "nor all 01 these
reside upon Ind ian la nd . or in the to w n of
Char lestow n ."u Sheer surviva l and improvement
had created some new realnies - rnanv Indians
began 10 leave Charlestcw n to find domiciles and
emplovmem in other southern :'oo'e ..... England
locations.

Wh ile such developrnenu seemed in a w ay 10

revualue the Xarragansen s. and w b ile the assem
bly appeared more wi lling to ,1110...• Indians who
remained in Charlesto ..... n increased au rhori ry. a
m ov em ent was begi n ni ng to form a nd to gain
greater acceptance among w hi re Rhode lvlanders
- 10 deui balize the x arraganwus. 10 abolish
remain in g veslifil:es o f Ind ian o rganiza tion.

In Rhode l vland, as thro ug hou t the ent ire
na tio n ..... hiles believed that the best wa y - the
o nly way - 10 brinK Indian s into the mainstrea m
of Am eri can life w as 10 abo lish tribal orga mza
lions and a llow Indians to act as individ ual s
with in the gene ra l soc iety . Although .... hir e racial
beliefs had nor cha nged. emanci pa tio n of slaves
wu h the gra uu ug of ciuzenshi p 10 blacks af ter the
Civi l War was seen as a model for incorpo ra tio n
of non-wh ite peoples in to American socie ty. As
blacks had b/:'('n granted lh is op port u n ily for
pt'r sonal achi evem ent. il ....as Ihoughl , so 100

should Indiam have th(' sa me op pon un ities. The
point was made succim'tl y by T . J. Mor gan ,
co mmissione r o f Indian Affa irs for Ihe federal
go vern men l. "Ci lizenshi p," he sai d," ... nN es·
sarily looks lo ward the ent ire desllueti on of Ihe
triba l rd ation."" In Rh ode Island, as ea rly as
18!2, Dan Kin g and ot hers agreed.

T he S anagan sells. ho .....e\-'t' r. did nol. In
respon'>(' 10 rept'at ed allemp is by the a'>\embly 10
detrihalize th e Ind ian.. - first in 1852. lat er in

1859 and 1866 - Narraganv- ns foug ht vigoro ualv
to retai n the ir separa te ident ity and structu re. One
un identi fied leader in 1866 reacted adamantly .
"We ale now wea k." he adrniued. "... {but we)
...·ilI not Ki\'e ever wh ilr a n inch of OUT terri lory
remains 10 us , a nd until the mem ber s of our tr ibe
are beneath the soil . or are sca ttered 10 the w inds
of hea\en ."u

The most eloquem defense of Narragansett
riKhls came from Samuel Rodman . o ne of their
leaders , in a memorial to the avsembb..: ""-e do
not w ish 10 be ci tizens. For w e knowwe cannot
be so in the full accepranon of that term _ . , And ,
not w ithstanding the depnvanons under w hirh ....e
labor, w e are attached 10 our homes . I t is the
birth-place of our mot hers . II is the last g:ift of
OUT fathers; and there rrst the bones of ou t ances
tors , . _ We do nOI w ish 10 leave it : but w t' desire
10 be ' lei alone: '>0 that w hen our da~'\ of
degradation upon earth shall come 10 an end , ou r
dust mav mi ngle wirh that of our kindred w ho
have passed . . . 10 that better land above. ....here
tnbes a nd classes a re ali ke u nk no...· n."s~

BUI the tide of w hue opi n ion p recluded am
under standin g 01 the sig:n ifiea nce of Rodman ' s
senti ments. :\1oJ(·o\er . the isvue ....ali compl icated
by lack o f Indian agree ment abou t dembalizanon.

In 1879. the asse m bly again pushed for deu iba t
iza uon . th is time more forcefullv than ever. The
evidence is ske tchy , bill it is qui re possible thai
the Narraga nseus themse lves may have requested
suc h l egidati on . ~· Some India ns no w be lieved it
was time to gai n full rights of cuizens bip: o the rs
still consid ered dembal irarion a scheme to cheat
them o UI of their land .

BUI aft er a series of public hearings held in
1879, th e Indian cou ncil a gr eed 10 sell their
remaining 922 ar res 10 the State of Rhode
lsland.w The co unci l al so agreed to a p rov ision
thai ....ou ld detribalile the NarraKaosell s. Members
01 the tr ibe ....ou ld divide $5.000 - the price paid
by Ihe sta te for pu rcha se of th e lands.' l

II St't'ms that mO\l Indians ....ere cOllvinced th is
o ffer by Ihe Sla le ....as fair and eq ui lable.92 In May
1880 the l"Ounci lliig ned a qui lcla im dttd to lhe
lands. and after another sel of hearings to deter '
mine Ihe a<lual membership o( the :'oo'arraKilnsell s.
the \Ia le di suibuled shares of the $5,000 10 Ihe
recogn il ed des.cenda nts or members of the Nana
ga n\elt Indians."
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Acruallv Narraganse tt acqu iescence 10 dembal
ize was a pragmatic decisio n thai made se nse in
1880. Common lands provided linle income (or
the benefit of th e co m m u n ity as a whole." Giving
up sf)(,,(ial s ta tus as Indians mean t link in the
p rar-tir a l sphere. For the majon tv. dembaluauon
brought no great ch anges 10 thei r li ves. In d ians
by 1880 owned p ro pe-rtv. e ithe-r in Cha rlestown or
in other to wns in so uthe rn New En gland. were
tax ed a\ regular ciueens. and so me even voted in
loca l mu nicipal e-It-("Iiom .'J~ The Indian ....hool
had become a local Iiasco and citizenship meant
that all childre-n could without hindrance attend
loca l distr ict schools. as man)' In d ian children did

befOlt' H~I'IO . x arraeanseu s. inr Iuding members of
the council . vo iced no conr er n in 181'10 over the
lo sv of rradi non that wou ld m-revsar ilv foll ow the
real ity of detribalieation .

After 1880. when Ind ians had a chance 10 th in k
about what had happened. what dembaluauon
had reaflv meant . some had second thought s.
Thus deuibahzarion of rhe xarraganwus became
an emononal lv charged issue. Some leveled
an-mal ions of fra ud and corruption against the
assemb ly. One allega tion stated rhat wh ites
roaxed the co unc il into sil'1; n ing th e ISBn deed by
fi r<,1 l'1;ell illK irs mem bers d ru nk .w O therv la ter
accused the as semblv of a ltering th e deed after it
wa v sil'1;ned .' ; B UI our research has revealed no
evid ence 10 vubvra nria re these and other arcusa 
uonv.

We do nOI see as semblv mem bers insrrumemal
in deu ibal izauon as evil wh itt' me n determin ed 10
strang !e the last remai n ing li fe OUI of th e Narra 
gansetrs. Xor do we we counci l mem ber s. nor
those who ..... ill inJl; ly accepted lheir sha re of the
$5.000. as traitors 10 the Indi an cause, turncoats
who sold OUI for the 10.....est price possible.
In stead . these were merely people o f lheir limes.
Perhaps the one condemna ucn tha i ca n be leveled
equall y u pon bot h red a nd white is rha t they
sha red a hearty belief in pr agmat ism and a regret 
table lack of for t"siJl;hl. BUI 10 expect lh e\t' people
10 han' acted as we m igh t an toda y would ask 100

much ,
Seven years later in 1887 Congres\ would pass

the General Allotment Act. beuer kno..... n as the
Da wes Act , wh ich bega n a svstemanc policy 10
abolish In di an mbal st ruc tures in rhe wes tern
United States. H istorian s observe that th e Dawes
An was full y su pported and ac tua lly th e result of
rhe des ires of while reformers, so-ca lled fr ien ds of
In di an s who believed that demba lizarion wou ld
help Indians . would offer them a cha nce for
individual su n 'i"a!.'" Their motives were sincere ,
a lthough now in ret rospect we- ca n judge rhat
rhev may haw" ber-n mi sgu ided .

Even if well -Inten uoned . the polic ies and
practi ces adopted in rela tions with Indi ans in
Rhode Island a nd throughout th e U n ited SIdles
were- based u pon a lac k of know ledge. a deep and
profound misunderstandi ng of th e natu re of
In d ian custom and tradition. Ignorance rather
than enlighten men t guided white politicians.



:"1·1 ....n W. Aldm h . Rh'K.!l- hlalltl' .. famous _'w na
IHI. embarra ....ill~h II'H ';lll..:1 IIw I'XU'1lI 01 white
, ..nfuviou aboul local Indian Iuvunv . AI rhe
dl ..:IIl;lIl..n eere- rnon v he-kl nt Fun :'\"ini~wl in
( :h allt',lclwn In 18t1I, .1' muc h a dedieauon ' If Ih('
,Ialt· p.:n~ a , funerat rue-v 1"1 u '(( 'lllh denibali zed
~;IITa~an\t'Il ' . Sen.nor Aldr uh .... a .. 1Il\11t..:1111
d l'Ii\ t'1 a 'lining Ofallon o n li lt' " nobk- and brav e
.....I\ .. !-:t'.........ho had oc cupied lh l'(11I111I th e se-ve-u
tee-nth n '1I1u"- An nnlinRh Aldl il h had p repa red
\(lIm' 1K'lfuIlIIOr\ rema rk .. fl lT the O,-(-a' IOfl b ut . on
IIU' ua m Irmn P n )\ HIt'IJ("' , ltl(' \('(H'la l\ o f rhe
R h" d t, lvla nd Hi sm rical SI,,-i( ' l~ vh..we-d h im a
pamphle-t tha t . in Ald r il h', m ind, pr oved COil'
11 U"I\(' 1\ that Fon S inig:u, t \\'; ,,;r Dut l h , not a ll
Ind ia n , bavu.. n . ( 'l1\ t,ttl'-'d by thi , hit of inf orma .
uon . A ldr ir h offer ed a ft'w Ilh ligat' lIy IJi;,ti tlldt,\
" I"ll il ho w muc h Rh od e leland owed the Nar ra
!-:;1J1"1'1I'. but he alvo implied rhat h e wa s 1101

lIuil(' ,UT(' whv a ll lh e\(' people had ga rhcred HI

h"ll'" Indi a n ", among Ih t' l u in '" 01 a D un h fon .~

~I'\ellhdt,,, . Gideon ,\ nu lI" "', I" t',id elll of rhe
la vt Ind ia n cnunril and a ,iglU'l of rhe IRRO deed .
had Iar more -ignificaut Ih in.!!;'" 10 "'1;~ tha t dav 
"O ut tr ibe no\\ ha\ no I~a l exi'lance. and 110
pt'T \()fl ca n lx' found III It'pn'\( '111 Ihe Ind ia n lact>.
TIH' dlitnl!;e i,~) ,e; rt>OI l, I Il'd .......fn to Ih llll of
11." 1.

Ch<tll~t>, ....·I' I t" indl1'd gfe,lI , T hl' 1X''Op lt' h ad
tK1'n d i'Iwf<,.('d - 'M::aw' frd In Ihl' WlI1d~ o f h t>a n 'n
- 10 11\1' Iht , propht'l it WOld.. of Ih t, Indian leadef
,1~,lImt d{'lfI ba lil<ll io n in 1866 . R~' 1880 lht" cou n
c il 1I00I'd Ih al o n ly t> il!; lllY-OI"-' :'\ atTa ~,lIl Se ll ' li H'd
in llll' (; 1I"111" lo ....·n Mt'a. ll>L RUI in IHH3 , wht> n
(It'lri ha lil <l l io n wa, l omplt' lt'(l, 32'1 pe oplt> wer t'
I('t og n itt'd a'" ha\'ill~ \'a l id lim'al t OlllwnioTl s 10
till' N <lrra .e;all ~{'t1 s . Mo,t liv('d III \'arioll ' town s
Ih roughoUl Rhodt> Island , man y in Connt'('tinJl ,
o thl'" in ;\1a ss.uh u \ t> th,JOz Si Rllif icatltl y. a con·
,ideTahle nu m ber no t Jt'cogllilt'd in 1 88~ , !in'd in
S t'W York and Wi 'oCofl sin, a nd OlheTS in MIChi
Ran . Ka ma s, and ~oflh J)ak o la .' " Diffll'. ioll had
l-a\l :'\arra ~an,)(,11 dt>\('t>nwnh In fa r pla(es. \tan y
\ t.1\f'd in R hode Isl and but , Iile a m ' ~JOup of
people, Ind la ll or whi le , lh t> jr persona l idetlli t~, to
lhei l hef ita ge and lTadi liom ha ' - ,i nC{' 1880 
btT n \Omelim~ slTong , \Oml'limes u'nuous.

For mosl R hodt> Isla nders, t'wn fOl m~t hi,
lo ria m, :'\a rraga n"t'u hi"lor~' hOI... in a nolher
,enSt', become scalu' rt'd 10 the ..... in d , o f ht>a H'n . So

IlIn~ h.oc we- rel ied nn 1Il\lh , III hi'ron that rh e
p;I......I~I' 01 nme threau-n -, In t Inud our pe-n eprion
nflh..· p':I''- Even a .. we allt'lIIpt 10 It'\('t'o(' rh i..
u-ndrur v. a, WI' ~r(Jpl' fnl a fulkr lnowlffi.e;t> of
Itll' :'\".:nfag:aTht·lh . OUI dfm" 11111'1 lide rhe .....arne
wnrd 11MI 11/)( tllll\ mav Il.I\ t' ra ..' Ind ia n , to

d i,I;11l1 pl;l(e... hUI alco -.t'1ll adrih rh .., ,omft·.. of
hl'I'''\ which 1I'lIlht'i l ..unv.

.t rouud rhc ru m ,II 11u-It'IIII1I\ , .!;Irnt>.. :-.: .
Allloid - <I Rh nd e- lvl.utd h i-nor ia n then
~;Il ht'l i ll~ m a terials 011 ItW :'\"<llJa.!!;'IIl\,('th
rompl.nned rha r d Ol UIIWIIl\ a mi ,OIlTt t>, le lali n~

III Ind ia n hi,ton ill Rht" It, l eland WI'H' l a r~ t'l y

in atT('"ihl t, a nd lor-an-d III di ..rant rt' posilm ies. l o i

In th t' 1 OlIlSt' 01 hi s u '\f'':Il £h , lu- had v .ught
dor u rm-nts in the vran- a ll bl \r\, III hxal to wn
halls in SOUlh Count y, o thl' l' in colk f ll OTlS 01 thr
( ':II IIIll'lt i£u t Stare- Lihr arv 111 Ha rt for d. and t'\'('11
,tJllIl" ill Ifn- Xew YOlk Slall' All hiv e- in Albauv .
Amohl ; l(luall~ kne ....' on lv a 'mall Iraruon 01
rhev- widt"l~ -cauer-d 'OUln'" \\"l' hOI\(' It'a rllt..:l
abour ,ollru', In..ned in IIMn\ other pl;I(I''> - rh ...
\Ia S<';I( hll\t'II '" State A ft hin'" \l a ' 'o.;ICh u 'o('l h
Il i'lo r ica l SOCit>I\-, BO\ IOIi l' u hlit Librarv .
l) ;u lTno u th r ,olll1l:(' LiblalY , Anwluan P h ilo 
\()phic;11 I.ibra" in P h il ad el p h Ia . :-':ational
Aft hl\t> .., I.ihran of ConKT""". I' u hh c Rt>cofd
Offit(, in London , Thoma.. (;i lt It'<I\'" In ' l i ll lte in
1"1I]<"I,Ollahorna (:Io\t'l III homt' Arn ol d mi\'\('ti
'lU h 'OUTft', as ma nU\(-lipl tolkniHII" a l Ihe
R h tKIl' hlalld IhslOf rca l S,- " it'I\- I. i hrar ~ . J oh n
C ut('1 BlOw n a nd J ohn lI .:t ~ libfal il'\ , a nd d iwl\t'
RO\"I'T n lllt'n tal donmwTlI' no w in ItII' Rh odt>
I\l and Slal t> Recor d .. Ct 'lIll 'r ,

Arnold hop('d Ihal m:ltly \OllltT.. nmld o lle da r
ht, {'(JIlt-ned in nl1e plan ' 10 h{'lp hi storiam in
t{'\f·a,dl . a d r ..il'l' - !lOW ,nITit' \f' \l' rHr ~'t'af '> latt'!
- Ihat we also ~ha l{, . I' t'lh,lp" ti ll' I('n'nll ~

,lIl lltl ll lln 'ti PlOjt'll o f Ihe :'\la TTa K'Hl~t t Tri bt' of
In di am, In c.. 10 lex-ar t> and (olll'n doc u ment'>
Il('rtainin/{ 10 Ih t"i r hi ..lOlY will eH'llIuall y
anomp hloh Ihi s /{oa I. I O~

A ~ Indian de'oCendan l\ in R hod e h la nd no w
lurn mnrt' IOward u ndeT\la ndinK th l'il ht>rila~t> . a,
wt> all ..et'k a widt>f IInrl... r\l.lnd lllg: 01 Ind ia n
hislon; III R hodt" Is land , WI' would hope Ihal Ihe
wimf<, o f Iht> p;i" ""ill chan/{t" dut'flion a nd brinK
11\a ll dO\('I 10 gra'>pill,il; Iht> m('an i n~ and signifi 
(-alin' o f Ih l' cOlllinut'd pH'\t'nn' o f Ind ia n p'--'op l("<,
with in Am erican S()(i"'I ~' .



1I'" , ob "/ r " l ltll ' '' . ~2 , h'I "'" ,·d , (1'.11 1' ••II<I I.t>ntl ,," .
1 '101 1~ ' In

:? °'iq,h..n R ().Uf· ' . II'HIt \fo/" , T",••"d X'HI'" I .,' .. 0/
f h.oham I HI, ,,I,, l l\ ,." Y<>l~ J<j77 1!11l. J "hn RI. hdld
:'M'·n . T I... ." m"T/lO" Hn -oll" " "'. I;;~ .r;,n j :"\ .."
Y",~ . l ' I'. l ll'I l ·1'I2 : " , d",", , . J.nn ... . C"lm"al HI",d..
1. la" d , .f II ,,/o r'< 1'-": " " \ ... ~ . I'IH I I<j .211

, R..~n \\ d h .•m •. A'n ' 1'1'" Ih .. l . o "~ " ,, o: .. "I , ~"'...,..-o
1 1 ~ 'lItl , U1. 1"1': o-pnmed l' u " ld" lk ' ·. 1'111;) III).

l " h n ( :, lI n .. ll"I . .1" 111010 , ,, ,,1HI''''''' '', "" Ill .. f." l' l/
'HlJ Hd ,!!; " " " ,.,, /,,"-. "llh, C,,' m l\' "/ U hlH/.. 1,10",1
(171'11 111 C o l/" t/Hm . H I" " I"I ,I",,,J "",,,,,,,,1""<'1..1\'
1\' ( 1Ill ll) 11n·I , :!: Jo !> n u ll.·... " I ho t"" " f rhe- "'"10.
1·... !I,III .or,,1 t ',\ I" r n lJrMIIl JIL O{ ,111' '-":'"r .lI~. III "'tt. " ill
C" "" ,/" ,.. Ifor ln ,, / II... " ",w.alJ/.. /" h /1,,, /....
11'1"\1 <1" 11<1'. IIl I'l ) 2,17 : f'm,,'h .'/ " 111", 1 H",,,, ,, " /IIr,,
C"mmll""" " " II... .-H/(lI1,' '" ~ til .. Xa1T(I\:"", ,,'1
" rd""" (1'IO.. II1l'J1('·. 1I'IIl'I I 17: Ih 'III ' ( , n ' " r. ~ I ' t...
1\ " 11 .' 1( .'11\1' 11' ," ( ,'" lln llt"', U I" " I, ',I"" t/ I I' ,'l o'I< ,,1
,\"""I~' \ '11 (11IM"1 22~ : I h""I;" \\ ' Hu ~lId l. H " lo'\'
"llh,. ,\111/,. ,,/ IU" Hl.. /lItH,,1 ",,,I I' ,,,,,, t/,,,,,,. I'la" r" .
I,,,,,,. ti, . , .-..:,." Yor k . 1<t.!OI:!: 1',.l ·I" ·' ;\ llt l· n .l lt ",
<; I. ...·.on . C.. I",,,,,1 Hh"d.. I , l/u"/l 1'., ,, ' II' l,·r. R I,.
1921;110ti ·101

'. "" '".1''' \ 1.uh.. t , 8 " ..1 11",... ,· 01 tilt' I I' " . "" ,h Ih..
''' I/IIH'' HI S " " ·· f .. ,,l,//H,d I l ti7/i1. I'IIMI 'h'd ,.. IIn l n r'<'
0/ A ", ~ l 'h ,lJp' , n·,,,. ed . ....IIn nd (, Ill "~" l"' lb;... ,·.
IllIi:!f 101'1. 110: Wil li" ," 1I.ln l•. .., H It" I/,, / , la'l dn
H..p",,, "" A'm l{ Ph,l /p ' , 11'11 ' , T h,. \ ", .",d 1I', lI,,, ,,,
1111" " 1." 11... or .lul!:",<I . /";" . n an. , .m .I ...1 n.-"'I{b ,
hl "dl<l I .('a , h ~ P. ... Id",,, ... l!ltj3 I .1M, Ch .lIl ('"\ If
1.111. " In . ...1.. Xll"allt '''' of Ih .. Irld,a', Il' a " j ;';f' ''' Y",~
19 11)5'1: Cnlt"" \!dlh", . .\f ll,l!: " " I,,, Cit" " , A.".."c""".
m . , ,, 1"''''''''-11/ 111''0'\' n/ S ..,,· b " i l ll"d 111U2;
' .. p"hll .h•..t 111 2\ .. '-": f''' 11.i' ''II . IIl~'0 12 ' ' :'Iti

I; I hI' '' 'Ilf''' ' ' ,f "h", " '.. . ,,11 ttl<' ,,'.1 m.l" " " I " th h OI .
h...·11 111"" . ... ..111 1> ,,,h a l1< t'd h. 'I " hu .. h"I" " ;III.
!: 'a n. I ' j ""'lInl:" III 1", ,,,' w ll " f ''''''''tll' '': /tul ,,,,, , .
Colmlla /um . a"d t ill" e""1 "I C"'''/II'''' 1Ch. lp.-l lirl!.
.-..: C . 1 !17 .~ f :'1 12.

7 h,·~t n, 1\' '' '' '11 . '~nl(' Br"k"ll 1''''''1 .,." S"rra,I(""-'"' '
/)'/ 1" " I ( 1\1.1\ 1935) 9 ·11 : h "d v. Ib o"," . ". \ ;-'[i"nli..
R... ... w." ....."rt(J~" "',.1I Daw" I (jUt ll' l'l.~ .', ) 13·11 :
,\''''' ''I( '''r,r '1 /)"1"'1 I (Au ~ ,, '1 1'l~ 5 ) !V, : 1I·,.," n /v
\" 'r I>'''' ''rn''n 21. 1971l: 1" OI" d...ur l"" ...al :'o1 ,lnh 12.
1'1711

II l>o uI(I... Edw ard Le ach . FI", If,,, .. 'HId To ..."hau''' :
S ...,,· f'Ui l" .,,1 m A'''',l!: Ph, lip' .• Ira' (:-.:..,, ' YOlk, 19'>111
2',0 : ......,,1 "'dli , h" n . " Rn:I P UTII;II'" ' I' ra \l 11 1{ Ind ians '
(I f .\fa' '''' , h" ....m Ba' ;md John t:lu.t ." 11 ',11,,,,,, ""d
.\I,H'· Q "flrt,., /\- ' •.1 ser j dll lla f\ 1 'l7 ~ . 5~.5 1

9 " l l.u n, l' '' l..n .'' C" II('(/lo" , H hOO.. /l la"d II n IOf" ,,1
S,..-lt' f>; X (1902 ) 111·172; \1 .111." . 8 ",,/ II" ' IIY)'. 1] 3.
13~ : LlIlco ln . 'I(l-91; H i. tw R, P" " f'T. j . .. 1..ll,1>;
II" , ,,,,, 0 1 X,,"a o{"".\t"/llII C.. 1/nllO'" H h.,J,. b l""d
IIn lm u ll l \ tH" " ' )' II! ( 11l3:' 1 97

10 Wllh.ll n H ubba rd . '\''''''''11'' ,,/ T"", b/,., l.I ·llh I"d,a" .
1'1 X "" ··I ,,, /(/,,,,d (1\<-"'1" 11. ltii7 l lq " lhh.hn:l a . lIu la"
uf I"dum II '" " '" X" l.I· f. " l{ /a " d . ...1 ....unc...1 <;
1), ;ok... 2\ l R, ....hu n . \ld" .. ] Ilti.~ ) 2 2 10: "Trumbull
!' ·' I..,,·H€- ,, 1/"0 10' /\ .\lfl"'1< h r, ...t/O 11" '''' ...-a l \i'K, ,.t,,
' uh ...., .• IX f1 """.~ 1 11H ; - lIdrn , P~' lf·" . " Iii

II Rhu l.. hldml .... If ...'' o f C..I"IIl ;11 W.II ' . " \I,I/or
Tdl, .. " . ' . 1.(" " '1." in 1'..luu", 'I1. f!>,!!;",I I .",
(P",.1<l!·n, f'. 1 9:?O 1 2~ : lI " hhdld . :? 2"2.:!:'~

12 Cur,,' .Ua.' ,al at -"" l.I ·P"" . H h...I.. blfl fld .-I" /(I-,-,l o" J
\"/,'nn"n Miti . /or T TI" I " I b ,d'a'u "'l l!:a/(..d In "" "'1(
I 'l l/ I",' . II 'fl' (.-\ 10." 1\ . ~ Y.. 111',/1>:'I..~. " llf'\I , ipl.
1' 10\ ulo- Il<" I'ubl i,' L ib. arv.

1.1 ........11 t :IIWI"lJI ,"./11 , 1",,, . " O ,n'l " " ' 101 ,h, ' ' S.l\'" .1("':
Puri l" t\" Puru.m .\ l i. , ro lll", i..,. ;lnd [mli"II ' . 1(-)20.
I (lHIY' runpuhhvhed d", IOU ] di .,, 'r l;uinn . I ·m . ..rvuv
" I C,lrforni.. . 1.0\ Allg ,·I"" 1(172 ) 2', 7

II [uhn R"""II Itud"II , ..d ,. U ,.u ",1.1 ,,/ rlr~ C"I,,,,,, 0/
10 " "J,. / ' /""t/ ""d I'" ", ,,J,.,,, ... l' la>r lal """ In X~,,'
1" ,I{1" ,,,J. ro.. ~ I' I O\ " I "," " , R. I . 11l'>fi· l llti5) ] 1] ·1 .136
( ; I<-" n W I ...}-"n, ., . i.. a nd P .. 1I1 R , C ' II1"h..Jl . NO " ..n"'lt ,
" I (.1." .·. ( ~ " ..na m-, " I wrarh . ....ia lllJ( . l'llI l1all
R..I.lu " n. 1II :-: .. " Ent:1'U1.1." Uh" d.. 1, la 'ld 111\1" ,\, 37:
1 ,1-..lon ... 1\ 19111 ) 15-2], C.....I .\ftlrl '41. ~

I:' C",,,, .\14"141. 3-tl,

IIi II",,,,, .. R' 'J(..rv. Gf"f"I{" \1 <:"'I"'nt..1. t:d" dl d h d d.
•... t.. . 1:C.h H.......d. of I h.. T o l.l '" of I' ,,,,.,dn u e, 21. .
d'rm uk-n.- I Il92· 1 9 L~ f I:' : 1.~2

Ii Boml,·" . U d •. I: ~,~ .

111 I .• •/\- H,...- m d . Prr n-td.." ... I .... 1.~ 1 . '-~ 1l

19 Ih ld I.~ti

:?O I h rd 1'> 1

2 1 j oh n .-\ ....unvbur v. " Indian 1...1...,. ", 1-:.'1,11 Rh odf'
hl,' ml ." .\'" u· I:TI/i{{a"d Qwltlf" h XI.\·" l,.....ptem ber
l'I1S) ] l'l'. ~7<j

2'2 ,\ '1 " I ( i'·n..r;,1 :' '-t" mbh . .'1 .1 1 I. Iti/ll. ltl;tIllNripr
, ,, l1n u " ll\ , John C.an.., HIO"'" I.illr"" . Hr""'1\
1·lli ...., cnv.

23 FH'lklu I< \\' ('bll Ii " dl:" . 11'''II/ It"" . "I .l "' ..... ..- a'l
1"t/u'HI,' .\ '" .,11 0/ M,.uro . HIlU"Il' "f AHll'.Il;l11
f.lllIlolo.l( ~' . Bull. 'ri" ' 0. 2. (W;I, hi ll .l( ' " n. I> C.. 191)7.1910 )
2; es

2~ c.,nl1..r u.-u, Srd'" Anh" .., . W,n <:,,10111..1. J. 6.
<:011 11 .... 11 ' '" '>t" l.. Lih,at v, lId"f",,!: J It.llnmond
llUmhulJ . ed .• Publ,... H~(O,dJ .. / Ih.. ColoTl\, " /
C(J~fl'" fU", . I ...... . [ Ha rtfo rd, 11l .~0 · 11I9O ) 2: 3311.

2:' " " II..r. 99 .

2f) Rf"f o T<h 01 La nd E:> id..m e. II . lOti. Rhod f' hid"'"
'>t.l' " ,\ Il h l\ f"~. P rmidf"I\(f" ; Rn Old . o f Land [ , 'idf"f."f'.
T""'n f,f \\ ·....If'II\·. Rhode " la nd . I.......... Wf"\tnl\"
'1'''''11 Ifdll .

:n & " I.-n . Herord , ~ ; tioIl , Champlin Pap.." I no . RIHS
I. lb r<tn .

..



82 ~ " R R "G" ~S£TT I SDIA S S

28 POUt'T , 99

29 B..Helt"IL H"lOrd:; 2: "'5 1-~ 1

10 RnOTd\ 0 1 Land Evrdenoe. II , lOti, 121, \l.lle ar cfuves.
Recordv oIl.and f\l<k-nu'. T o",n 01 wevrerlv. I. 49.
10"'; II. H9

11 1-'01 Iht' dnpUlt' over J U II~ l([ lOn Yff J.lmt'\ , 65~,

1t... .fl7, 1('" · 107 The deeds and m<'TT!l:.I!l:t' 01 th e
..' ltlt"n o n Companv .ITt" In Rn:OId\ of ItIt" C.olom 01
C.onn"'-lInll .I . 122-~26 . (";onnnllrUI ~Ialt' 1.lhliln

~2 '"Tlumbull Pape rs." 206-209

11 R,mlt'u . Rumd l4 : 1 1·1'> ·'16, '>0-'>2. 61 ·6i ; Potter,
2 1~·2 14

.H Rt'cor d 01 La nd Evrd ..nre. Ill. 27'1·276 . \l ale arc hivev.
In 1!'I911 H orano Ro!(<'r\ , an it\"o, l.ill· Ju,rict' o f the
Rhode Idand Suprem e Court. cu rrf'cl l\ mitdt' the I~al

,lL\llnc 1100 that rhese 1,lIld\ ....'..T.. "t"" epted" rat he r
rh;U1 "' ......rH·d." R ..porl of CIl' .... .-l'.l{ II..d Il.rd
n n .....lln ..d It, Ih r A p p..lltllt' /) 11 '1 " '''' of III" SlIp . ..m ..
e'mrl flf Hh od.. lslend (P ,m' id" Il( '·. 11199). XX . 7'17·
nil.

1.') Bartle tt, Ruardj 4; 1.') 1- 1'>2.

~ B.trtl ..n .Ruardl -I: 220 ·221. 2~6 .

17 Reverend Expen..nee .\fd \ ht' ''' ' ".\ HTlt'1 Jo urn al of m\
\ 'I<ll;llllun 10 the Pf'CI UOI .Ind ,\fo ht-1I:1n Indlilll5" 10

.\om .. COTr..~po..dnut' B"f~'u" Ih .. GOI.....n01l Ilnd
T....u~r...1 oj th .. '\"r ~, En~/'''ld COmPGnl In London
(l..cmdon . III%J 110; Will ln ' t ' pd rke..,f " . Ifor.' oj
Ih.. Epl W' optJl Chto'Ch In '\"a"ll~a''-'''ft . Rhodt' humd.
Tt'\iwod ..nd t'n l..rgl"'d b~ Daniel Good... in (2nd ed ,
Bow>n . 1907166.

~ ,\"....., f~"I{ /Il ..d Co u.anl Februar v L 1721

'19 J ohn R. B.tn lt'll . romp.. C""IU-l oj fh.. Inhablta .. t .'
of fh.. Colon~ oj R hod .. hland /iU ( Pro vi dence.
111')11.2; Theodor.. FO\It"T P<lpt'"'~ . IX. n . R IH S Lib rarv.

40 l · ~>d lk .., li5. 75,

'I I Bartlert . R....o .d.1 4. 50 1; Wi ll l<l rTl hank lin T ucker .
II l1lo n ral .')}",,'ch ot Ih .. T ow n of Charlestown In
Hh"d " ill"nd. From /616 10/876 (WIt" . rlt" ll y. R. I..
I1t77) Ii.') ,

42 Runrcl\ 01 Land b 'id lt"nn' . T own 01 w euertv. V. .'B O·
'111, VI. 2 12-2n; Bant-u. Hrco rdl 4; 5.'HI. .1m2;
PIt"UIIOm ro C,.(' nl"r.tJ As'>t'mhly. 1\ ' . 116 . \ ta rt' drrhi \lt's .

H Chil mph n Pa pt'r •. I. 5. II . Ril lS l.ibr ar v; PIt"li rion\
10 (".rn..ral A\ '>t'mbly. 1\' , 1116. ~Iil l" i1 rChlv,,\ ,

H Ch;llmpli n Papt' '', I. 5,19.21. 25. 9'1, RlI-I S U br.tTY:
O ld rlt"\lo \\'n Land h id lt"n. t' , I , i ')7· i5fl. To ... n fhll .
Ol;ll rinlO....·n. R . I.: J;lImn:o.: Arnold. comp., .i
Sfd lt'm"nt oj fh.. CIlIt' oj ,h .. '''a ''d li:'' '' ~ ff T " b.. oj
Indlllni. .41 Sho~'" In Ih.. .\f lln ujcn p t Coll..../Io" of Sir
If lUld m ] ohnw ... \ S .....potl. R J.. 1fl961 5i .

i.') Pt"lll iom 10 Gt"n..r.tl ." s\.('m bly. 1\ ' , 64 . • tiIl<:, nc:hi\lt'\

46 HO"";lI rd ,\ 1. Ol;llplO. Sach",n..1 oj Ih,. .\'Il TfIl,;:a ....It'1IJ
( Pro~ idrnct', 19'11 1 101; L G<:'ltrud<:, SlIll m ;ll n . --rho:
' ),;1Il11: Tom' Filnn." undall"d. l ~pnc: llp< , p . 1, 1an.1
hi \l oT) ,·t'Tliullilt', Public: u br.. .,... \\'("\1.., 1\ . R. I.;
Arnold. ~-37 .

47 S;lIr'd'tdn'iot'lI Indld", (Olll" ,..,Iun)!' of bound mS'.I. 10.
, ,,, Ir d"hn<:,s ; Bdnl..u . R ..und. 6: 221

411 Sdn"lI:d"....1l Indians. II . ' 1"1.. d r, hu t'\ ; 1M1l1..1I .
H....urdl 6 '1:'7

19 .\ Ino ld. 17·fo(); R.. h"rd f .. 0.1\ '. comp.. Cal,.."dar of
\f' 1t'IIt'Ilm [ onn ton ,\lanuloC" pt. In ,h" .\"" 1< ' l ·or.
\1031.. 1.lb'G1V (.\ Iha m. S Y . 19OQ . 2H. 2.')9. '1H Tht'
Idlh "llnldl acre-, \.Old I ' III .\ mold. H -'It

'j() .\ . no ld . .') , ·SM,

.')1 Ch"'l'ln . IO'L flhrl 8m , ..,.\ ... ,0 . Th .. ,\' aml l{ll " .It'1f
I'""pl.. (PhOt'n ix. Aru .. 197.') ) 12·1:i ; Procf;om"'li"n .
£)r,<:'mhrr 20 . 1769. manuv-rrpt colkcrio", . Joh n
(".atlrr 8ro..... n Librarv : Ba rrlen, Hu",d. 7: 9

52 :"dfrdli:dn""U Indians. 21. \ I" lr .n, hl\'l·\. R"n lf'lI.
Hu",d . 7; III .

53 t f Ienrv (~Hler . ) ,.1 Cand,d f.xllmmtll"m "f [ Jr . M al "
I, ..u·' .' Oh.lt'n .. l"m" "n lit" Cha.l.., lind C(mdud of Ih"
.'\<U I"ll' fm Ih .. Propoeauon of III" (;mp..1 1'1 ,f"''' ' l{ n
flll, r, (8",ro ll , 176.'1 ) 14·46: J R . Co k , romp.. fi ll l" ry

oJ U" l-lh rnl{ lon and 1.:...11 Countrev. Hhod" Island I :"t'w
YllIl . IIIIW) 2l'1'1-2M : W. IkLn " l " " 'e. '\llmlo... O('(~m
and Ih .. Ch.ulra" Indlan l of ,\"..u' f .n f{/G.. d ( B octon.
11199 . 52. 116. 1~4. H 6.

.')4 'iilm"'1\ Ouum 10 (?), Ja n ua ,..' 6 . 1774. Sam-on
0, fum \ lanu\CTipr, . C..c:m nn:tie III 111, u " lr Oll I Se" 1f'1. ,
Hartlcrd. LO\'('. 56

.')S Declaranon C"nnc..minl; O""lda I.a nd . OClObrr U,
177' . 'iam'lOn Ocr-urn .\fdnu"lIpl~; I ..-"t' . '14·~7

.')fi ChdplO . 10'1; Love . ''>'1. ~fo().'J61. '11l2. :iti5.

.')7 P<:,ll u o n III R hode lvla nd C.oun..1 of Will. n...-..mbr,
U . 1777. Thoma' Gil<rt";lI .... In ' IIl Ul" . T u h il. Okta 
homa : p..utson 10 Grn..ra l .\ \ ""ro h". Febr ua rv 1711'>.
Rill" Librarv .

.')11 B.trt lt' ll . R rrord.1 10: 3 U.

.')9 Sc hrolllt'~ Rhod.. lvland C,.('nr rd l A~..,.m hh , Febr ua rv
1792.26. Rh od.. Isfa nd 'i ldlt' Lrhra rv

fo() Sc hed ule v Rh ,.lr hlitnd Co..n..tal A\ ....mblv . June
1792, .'10,

III ..\nth'lIl y l . C. \\' 0111 ,1(". n "llI h and Hd ".lh of Ih ..
,l,:m ...." ( N r w YOlk , 1969) 16] ·16!'I

62 I' rrilio tl\ w Cornerd] ..h ....mhh . XX \'.~, 5ldl1"
a.rhu '",; Joh n C. P..aw ~ J oh n .\, :-':iI Ni~ Gault.....
"j Ih.. .\tat"l of Co.m....I'rJ</ a"d Hhnd" ·/J land IHart·
lor d . 1819) '180 · ~82; T im Olh \ n....·lji( h l. T ' Il, ...l " m .\""1<'
f .n ,;; lllnd and "·,,u' rurAl ( ;'I." r ... 11.1 \-('11 , 111221111. .16-41;
l'\";lIrnnll:anlot'!l In dia n\ , !B , 'WIt' ;lITChl't'\,

6'J .\ 11 R..la ling 10 Poor Pri \Oflf"1\ o llht' Sa r,a li\:an~lt

T , iht'. .\Ia ~· 6.1801. S ;lI TTil1f<l n 'ot'1I Indl ;ll n .\f i50:d l;ll lK'OU'
P<:'l lIio n. I' o ldt-r 01 unbound m\\. ) ~tiIlt' a .(hut'S.

64 l-rilnc i, Pa u l Prucha , A m... lca" I"dllln Poltry In th,.
f"'mal " ... l·/"<i.~- /ndlan T.Gd .. an.d In l...co un .. ,i a.
/7<1f)·ISU (C.am bridgt', .\bl'., 1962 , 2U ·224

65 Wl11 1h ro p D. Jorda n , W hit.. 0 ,..... RIGc. Am" Tlca n
,i lUlwin T ou'a,d th .. '\""';:TO. 15.')()· IRI2 ( Pt'nq u in n L
B.tlllm..~ . 1969 1 579·S82.



66 t ' ... . C.onlo:u·~, . HOll't' . I.alt's o f (;olotllalllndl;,al..
r."I'rmm"'lt.' H..lalll1g t" india n hihablla 'lll. Rf'I)l'rr
~ I'I. 21.1 (;onK.. hI S.. " . ( ~ l a T< h 19. 18]0 ) 2 1: N,u ra·
~<l n'ot"ll I" d l.u l' . 7'1 • •1<ll r ,urhiH'\ ,

67 ~ hniul.., G.. ru-ral :h 'lC'm bh. O.lobrr 11:110. ~ ,

68 :'\<lrrar;:-<ln n Indl<ln\. ~I . '1<11(' a! ('hl'''' ; 'Xhl'dul....
(;"'n..ral :h mbh , F('bltldn 1812.26

69 :'\arr"!;:,Hl\('1l Ind '<l n, . ~. vtare <l1('h ,,'''''

70 !'\ "n"~<ln ""l l ln dian s. ~I . ,1<1 1(' d l .hl "(' ~ ; \<1ll'd" lr ,
" ..nera l " ",, ·.nhh , JUlU' 1817. ~ .~

71 ....hniu lt'\ ( ;..n..I<l1 A, 'ot"m bh . Junr lill :J, I]; :'\<lrr a~an ·

...,.u In dian -s . 51. \lalt' anhrves: \':h"lu l..\ C,.('nn al

.." ....mblv . O. ".llt'l IMI] . 11: :'\ ana~an ....u Ind la n\ . 57.
'WIt' ar ..h ..,~; ... hl'dul .... G..nt'r..1 :\ ' ....mbh. Junr 1817,
] 5: Ibid .. 00: I••ht-r 1817. 50: :\f l\ dll. 1 R('wh,." (;" l1('ral
"\ ' 'ot"m bl). \h , 1!lIM. 22. S ..rra l/:an ....11 IndIan ' . foO .
\Ial .. arrh rve-,

72 Sd wd u h.-\ r:"Iwr,1 1 A, 'ot"mbh . Oc whl'l 1818. ~~ ,

n s<h"lul.., <;.." ..tal "\....m hh . F..hltun 1821. 50

74 :'\ .", ..~a """lI l ndid ll~. 74, ,Id lt' dl<h l\t'\ .

75 :'\ " n " l/:.. n"," Ind ia n\. 4l!. \lal" anh" ..,

16 Petanon 10 Cof'rn'"tal :\,,,,mbh. 00:1<>1W'"1 22. 1M2].
:-.; ..n ..!;:a n"," In d ... n \h\( t' lIan("()u, P"lIlion\ . '1..te
dl<hiv es. See <11 \0 Pennon In G rn"I ..1 A~\t"mhh .

°(101)(', 14. 1 82.~ . :'\a rraj(all\('!1 Indian Pe-unnu •. \ Ial<:'
<II' h tves .

n T o H i\ha R. Potter. SI . f t'btu..r \ II. IM]:J . Pouer
Pape rs. RUI " Lrbrar v.

711 :-';a" ..~an\t" 1I Indlan\. 1l6. 119.91. \LoI I.. a rr hrvec

79 Wil h am 8tm. mn l/: 10 \l ..ha Fm...I..t , ~fa, 16. 11'l9I; .
0[1 ,, (' of In dian Alfaln . 1..." (' 1\ .WIII. Hl70 ·19OH , Land
Drvmon. Vol 167, R...."d Group 7~. Nali"n,,1
Al chl\(" . \\"a '/1I11 j(lOn . n. c.: An\ R....ol.'e \ Rh"d..
lvl..nd C',.('nrral A\~mblv . J<l1l 1ld1\ 11141. ~ 1. Sht"p lt"\
Coll.-.:uon \ '11. 72. Rill S Lsbr..t\ . ....·' u'po . t .U..,CLeI")'.

.-\u l1: lI\I I:? IM .'I : ,\' au tlr.:tl,u n l Dtlu'n I \ :'\o \ ('m l.-,
19] '> 1 1&1

!IO I.., \t' . ]]-1·]67

81 L" ,t' . ] 42.

82 An \ of Iht" Rh o.lr hlanu C'ot'llt"ral A\ 'IC'rnbh-. J .IIH1..ry
1!l-lO. 96 : ~ ..rr"K<lIl~U In ul ..n , . 109, "<llt' <luh"'",,
Charlt"\I0",'n L.md ["u('n.... \ '11. 6.1.&1 .

83 "Mhniul.-~ of th.. R h<ld(' Iddnd C,.(' n..t a l _o\,\<:'mbh .
Ot lolo<:'l 1!l] II. S] : Statt' of Rh odt' hl.. nd and Pr m i
d('fl(' Plalllau"n~ . .\ ·a..a~a,u'/I Tflb, of Indlanl .
R ,pml of Ih.. Cornrn l//U of 1"''''.lll.r.: IIf''''' .\ Iad.. 10 lhf'
/l ou-'" of H..,.... ' ..n la lll 'f'.' alth Jan uary S".'.wm .•4,0..
llOW IPrm· ide tut'", IRIlO ) ~9. 41. 52. 67

84 An \ dnd Rt' \Oh n of th t' Rhotk hldnd Gtonnal
.o\\\<:'mbh' . O.lobt'r 11H9. ] : Hl'/W" 01 Cornrnl/l.... 0"
I ..d,tl .. Tnt>r l PTm id..n.... 11152 l.

85 ..tu" .,nd R..,.oht'\ of Iht' Rho(:\(' hl.. nd C"'I1",,1
A~\t"mbh . ~b, 11l62. 67 . tWt

fI6 Quolt'd in WllOlmb L W.. ,hbuln. Th.. I..d 'a" '"
Arn ..fl ra ( )\' , w York . 1975 ) 242,

117 J..hn Ru",·1I Ralllt'u . ed., HR h' )lI.. hland Mllo( t'lIan\' "
\"I , 27-29 Tht" , r " n uv ..Ilan v" volumes ar e \( r.. pbooks
of llll idt,nt if ied nt'w'lldl)('r . h ppilll(' in Rill ... l.intJtv

1111 ....unuel Rodm..n ..\1"'''''''II /; T u Ihr lIo" ",abl.. (;",,
..ral .h Sl'rnbh 01 fhr\Iatr of Hh" d, 11Ia" d , fa"uary
\ ..."'m ..4/1 I~r. ; I n p .. n .d.},

Il'-I ' :01 ."nll" 1I11~ t'"\ld..o<.. -.iT Cm"rn./I H,po.t . 1S~O .

4, 24 . M , f ln nuhi,rn"dn Ethel R<lI ~ vam bt' ht"\t'\
~ ..n " lo;" "'ot"I I' rf'(IIlt"' II'U dt'l ribailialion . ,r r ht' n"lribal ·
lIalion 01 Ih r ~anaK,UI ....tl Indran v A (;a,r Slud\'."
f. lh nOlh" ' m ., , III ( 1% 6 ) 241

90 h,r l('\t imo llv 01 1 th e h ea l inl/:\ ""' (;ornrn.llu H..po .'.
1880,2]-92

91 Cornrnm H"po,l. I!I.~O . 90·91

92 Commru Hr /W,I . I/nw. 91.

9.'1 n..pm l olth, Co rnrnu""n on Ih.. ." /fal's of Ih.. Stl rrtl·
(,mUll Jnd rtln l. If/HI (t'rO\ id"Il<t' , (8111 ) " · 4: ,I;nond
,4"' '' UIi I H..porl of Ih.. Co rnml ,'i.I "m 011 Ih.. ," fftllr l o f
lh, Xa Trtli1an,," T" b.. of Indilin.. 10 Ih.. £:..",.,111
.h u rnbly. 1 <~~1 . 4

94 Cornrnr/l.... H~/W. I , I ,~!<O . ]6. MS. S6

9'> ' ·tll r.o tll lOn Ol lh, [''''pO Il! lit Ih.. T o",.. of Charl..s
t" ,,',., . Of lob ... . 18 ~(I l W..kefreld. R I.. 1856 ) ] ·7 . and
It'a l propr n \ a ' " 111..111' fOl ~ U b""' IUr>1ll ,.....1' l iI:.7·
IMiHl: (."" "1 ..1111 Report, 1880 , 57. 43,

96 1\<'''.... .'a 111 . T h ""arrll f{ tI ' IU ll I' ..o,"r. 70

97 /I, a' /II ,f{ 1 8 "/01r a .1;",bo,rnrn,Uu of Ih, Curnrn '/Iu on
l"d.tI" ."/la.H of Ih.. l ·n" rd Sttll .., \ ..nalt" m R f"i4 110 n
t f} C....ram Cuurns ol,he ,\lontallJr , ~hm ....o)<' Jr . .....arra·
( an."' ", tl.. d .Uuh, '(a ll I"d,ans \ W.., hlllll;I<>II . n c...
1900 1 10] · 1<H

98 \\"a \hbwn . 24]

99 f ourlh ' '' ' lI1l< a l R ..p"'1 1/88-1 ). ~ I R<:'ft'1ll a"h"N' ·
IO!l: ical t' \·id ..nre ' O" flll11' Iha l f 'orl ~ il1l«T('1 w.. \ an
a boril/:inallullIhulln ll , SU\a Il :'\ \ld\t't . " :'\ "u ll i. 
Eur o pea n C"nlMI ..I f O ri Sim!l;:r..t, Rho(1.. " I"r ld .·
~>d1X' 1 pte-er ued al the tottv-seeond "nnu,,1 rntT ll n!;: 01
th(' Sooen fm Am.." ca n .-\n w ('(, lo«,. Apnl 1977.

100 Four th Anm",,1 Rt'p'''' 0 884), H .

101 COl11ml~\lO" Report . 11180 ,91 .

102 " ·...1,,1)' ;\'IlHIl~alU'It W....Jr I)l ~"Ilh ] . IlQll ,

10] W" , h ill !;:lon ( ;..,dn('f to (W ill l;,1Il A JonM ). J..nual \o'
] , 19O1l , Rt'£fIId , o f Ih.. Rutt'au of In d Ian .0\11l,,\.
1...11('1\ R('(I'I' t'd . IlQIl -I907 . Rl'( f>td G ro u p 7S.
S au nna l .\" h i\,<,,\ : Rf'!l;: in a Flan nrl\ . :-In ."ntl/un of
Coa.•ftll .41(onqu ,a.. C",fluff' . C.oJ lh oli(' l 'ni\ l'nu~ of
Arnl'r ica AnrhlOl,ol' 'lI:"al St'rio. ~o . 7 (Wa,h llll/:to ll.
n , C .. 19.'91 112: C J Rhf)ad~ In Van Sidd.. Adju~l
m rtll "M'r"i« ' . Inc . MdHh 12, 1932. Recoru, o f lht'
Bur('au of Illd ian AfldLl' . Clnllal Hie•. 1907. 1939.
R l'< nr d G wup 7.... :'\ali on.al .\uh i\ t'\ ,

I<H J..mn :'\ -"'''lOld . addr('u 10 Rh od (' hla nd Pl t'\\
.0\,_ ia llOn. hdnd"'r lll t'n m\.• utt<b rt'd ( l l'I%~). Jam"
S .\ 10<11.1 ~t ..nU~f1pl~ . Knil/:hl ,\ It'morial l.Ibra l') .
Cr ..n 'lon .
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Eleanor ~larx In Providence

Yo u ng:f'\' daughter of Ka rl :\ola no; - and pro
tagoni vr of a monumenta l modern biography
Eleanor :\Iarx \i~iu·d Pro videnr (' on O r rober ~.

1886 for a spea king en gagement toget her wi rh he r
com pa nion Edward Aveling: and ~ocia lj..1

Reich \t .1R de p utv Wilhel m Liehkner-ht , They had
co me to Illl' United Sla tes at tht, in viranon of rhe
soc ial isu r Labor Party for a n ex tens jve IOU L I

The social ivn c La bor Panv in th e Unued Slates
co rmuuu-d .11 rhat lim e "a German rolo n v. a
branch of the Oerman soc ia l democracy" wit h but
IWO Engl ivh-spea ki ng mernbers on u s na tiona l
execu uve rommit tee.s In rhe Providence area rhe
organi za tio n (on..isted o f ( W O G erm an -spea ki ng
groups. 1111(" with a hall on Eiswald SIHTt
(ren a med Aver y Sueet in 190M) in O ln eyvifle and
one on Bra nch Avenue near th e North Providen ce
line in wa nskuck . AI these clubs. German codal
i!> ts "com bi ned the propaganda of \OCiali!>1ll wi th
a la rge arnou nr of good Iell ow ship. and the
original social isnc cecuons . .n rhe loca l o rga niea.
lions W("Jt' ca lled. we-re ca rried on after rhe pl an of
the German rum vereins wher e fa mi lies assembled .
beer dri nki ng wa s indulged in rncderau-l v.
musical and dr amat ic en ter ta in me n ts wer e g iven .
and con versa tio n a nd socia biluv prevailed ."!
Socialivuc Labor Pa rt y wc liom rep resen ted them 
'>t' ln'!> in Rhode Isla nd' s Ce nt ral La bor Union ,
and the ir delegates to that body we re desr nbed a s
"sobe r and in tel ligent men, a mo ng th e best labor
workers in rh e state."!

O ne of thi' ma in purposes of the lour to Ionv 
six ci tit's and rown v in the Uni ted Slates by Elean or
Marx and Aveling wa s 10 pre-sent prominent

· PIOI!">" " G t'rsuny is d member of th .. d(' piH lm(' ru o f
Soc: io lol!:v, l Tni\ ('rsil y of RhOt.i.. lvland a l Kin l!: ' toll _

Engli sh -speakin g advoca tes of soc ia lism 10 Ameri 
ca n audiences in order 10 ex tend th e orga nua uon
bevond rbe co nfines o f Germa n immigra n t groups
which wert' irs mai n ronsmuencv in Pr ovi den ce
as e l'>('"wht,u' . T he Providence [oum a! heralded
thi s Impendin g \'isil 10 th e ci ty as a declaration of
wa r - "T hev a le pl ain outspoken Socialists who
advoca te ,t'il ing a nd co nf isca ting a ll propert y,
peacea bly if th ey ca n , fo rci bly if they must. Thi s
rna)' sou nd verv wel ! in a co m fo rta ble, well
lighted hall. bUI 10 ca rry it ou t in practice would
require a long wa r ag ai ns t th e bravest a nd bes t
elemen u of rh e ci \' ili led world . Rhode Island
would nOI be found want in g in Iu mish ing her
quota ill defenr e of a ll rhat is worth living for."!

In a differen t vein , The Evenin g T r leg m m
reported th at "~1rs. Edwa rd Avf'lin g (fo rmerl y
Elenor ~Ialx ) i ~ the da ug h ter o f Karl Mar x,
author of " Das Capita l" and Iounder o f scien ufic
soc ia bcm. Elen or Avefing has rece ived a thoro ugh
libera l ed urarion a nd ha s a l wa ~'~ been associa ted
with lea rned people of advanced idea s. She is a bly
Iiued to a ~ s i st her hu sband in his hrerarv and
scien tific p u rsuits.?" In a n ag e when " living
together" was I t's ~ rt'adi ly coumena nced th an
today . publ ic kn owledge tha i ..h eling Wat nOI her
husba nd wo uld ha ve added an e lem ent of sca nda l
10 polit ica l con u o versv surrou nd ing th e tou r.

For th a t schedu led Frida j evening meet ing, th e
local spo nsoring group - Rh ode Island ' s Cen tral
Labor Un ion - had engaged Mu sic Ha ll on
W("slm in ister Street. For a half hour before rhe
sta n of Iesrivities. Cha rles L. Kenyon played
o rga n '>f' len io ns whilf' th e a ud ience assembled .



~6 F,l. F A NO k M A RX

O ne account es timated auendance at "about a
tho usand 1 >c 'r ,>( III ~ . " :\ nOlhtor a~'o("~'>t"d "respec table
in ,ilt" and qualuv. a n audience o f work ing men
and women. jU\1 Ihe ki nd rhat the lectu rers were
anxious to have ." A third dt'M riht-d a ttendance a..
"Iair lv /o:ood ," l

EMOflNllfI Ihl' s t it ~t" at 8 :1:; p.rn.. vpea ker .. met
offi(t'n of lilt' Cemra! Labor l ' n io n a nd g:Uto... l... 
R eve ren d T . Edwin Bro wn . pa ... lor of Fir..l Ba pll ... t
Church . who had Jml publ ished a n ami-sociah ...1
book - j ame... j effercon . Providence barber and
" we jl- know n colored advrx at e of sorial reform
and equal II\"'" - Thomas Ro bi nson . JU ...ure of the
peace in Pawna ker. '

Chairman John Franri.. Smith . radical Provi
denee primer and lecturer . evoked amusement
when he announced thai Governor WeImore and
ci" del l Jo...11II had '0("111 rheir regrets. H e
"de plored the erro r 01 co n fou nd ing Social ism
with divr eputahle rheone-, and read a warm.
.,~mIMlheli( le-uer from Rev . Fa ther Buillv, who
wa ... onlv prev ented from auendi ng by h iS mo re
sacred dunes ar th e Carhedral.w Fathe r Burns,
who served in the Roman C••a rhohc di oc ese of
Prov idence from IS85 10 1889, ex pressed warm
sym pa th)' for the audience and 1111" ...po nso rs o f the
m-enn g. b UI not for the views of the ...pe aker... I-Ie
wTOle Ihal '·Iht· di fh(u!ly lies nOl so m uc h in
a '>( 'e Jlai llin~ Ih t" r i~ hls of lal>cu o r Ihe r ig hh of
("apila l, bUI ill pr e' t'llI in K a rt'mt'd y Iha l will
..t'(U fe lh e rili1;lJl s o f hOlh, whal e a l Ih e \a mI' lime
li nt in voh'in K any radical ot ..udden cha nli1;e in
t'x i... l ing: in ..litu tion .....llI

Aflt'r (om p lt' tinli1; pr eliminarie s, ( ha ir ma n
Smith in lrod ul l'd An'hlll':' who opt'fwd hi s addres~

by "'t'l'l itlK 10 ('XIUlpaH" hi s ho~I S - pt'opll'" mU~1

nor Ih in k Ih ar "jll5 l t)l'cau ~e Ill(' la oo r union
office rs had in\' it l"'d rhl'm 10 Providence and wer e
pre"'-'1lI o n thl'" pl alform lhal Ihey end or!>f'd lh l'
spea kt'ls' dO/'lTin t's. :'\0, bUl lik e lh l' fairm indl'd
mt'n lhl"'y we re , Ihl')' WI'rl' lhl' rl' to ,lI;i \ e a fair
hl"'arin ,ii; to wha t Ihe 1I'CIlHl'rS had 10 sa~'." A.. for
Ihe a ltal k i n lilt" jOl~mall ha l p rt'cedoo l!leir
arri\a l. ht· "rt"/o: Jt'III-rl , fo r lht, Journal ' s \akl". Ih al
lhl' IJapl'r had no l wa ien:! 10 hear h im befo re il
had madl'" sur h a n Ig:nora mu .. o f il .-.el f." Il l." di s·
a ....ocia lrd hi m<,t·1l and h is fri end ,> fro m a na rchism
by '>dyi n~ Iha l ..o/ ialism " is no adulCa le o r bo m bs
a nd incendiarism. li s wt'a pons ar(' r('a'>On a nd
educalion (Chf'('r,» ." 11 ne"plle o b\·ious di sdain for

anan- hi sm Ill' lU'n'"lll'ln~ urged a new nia l for
ana r r h i sr , nx e-nrlv ronvn te-d III r ormerrion wuh
the l la vm a rke- t af fair 111 Ch icil,ll;o.

.-\\'(' Iin~ cpoke on rhe IIlJlI'> lice 01 rhe vcu-m of
wage-labor hl'(';IIISI' "wage- , rodav a re lc tha n the
value flf rhe la bor fm which Ihl'y art' given ." H e
alV) ilsSdlk d Iht, praeure III paving; interevr on
hank dt 'posil' a , 10011"'11 in the '''lem of Ildl t h
u npaid labor. I It" we-nt on 10 predict that there
" will be in lilt' l ' n ued States a labor part, thai
will be neither Dernocrauc nor Rep u blica n
(a pp lause]. Long- enough have you been fooled b)'
the politicians: long: enough have von been rhe
dOK wag ged by the poluical rail ." H is concluding
rommem - " A new orde r or thing... will (orne. I
stood at Conrord where the nauon of freemen
fir"'l ,mil l off the ,har lll''' ; a nd I believe 1 shall
lice 10 '>t"f' the came Ihin~ aaam wirh the weapons
of speec h . reason and illlellig:l'nle." l!

.-\1 :\ \ eli n !i( s r onrluvion . Smit h introduced his
compan ion - "ne xt 10 the gtear pleasu re of
l i Sl l'n i n~ 10 K.l1I ~liu x wou ld be that of heari ng
Ka rl ~1a rx ', daughter ."

Eleanor ~Iarx bega n bv evok ing [) israeJi' s
ima g;eq · 0 1 lWO nations. a nd a rg ued tha t these lWO
- mit" cnll,i,t in,.; of rh o w "w ho do n ot work a nd
who J-:H"""'" lilt' wealth ." and the othe r o f " men
a nd women who la bor a nd 11O... \('SS nOlh inJi('
l·a n nOl (Olll lll ll(' 10 /Ot'Xi... l but m us l "become lh l'"
nalion th aI bOlh produce.. a nd po ..se....e... ." Faclory
\<"or lo:.e" a lt' nOl mort' fr("{, in Ihe L'm ll'd Stales
Ihan in EU roPI ' , stlt' a rKIIt'd, and sing-It'd o ul duld
labor and l'OIHli lio llS under whi ch wo m to ll wor ked
ill fanoril's for pan irular n mdl'm na lio n. "As th t'
colo r lilw in till' Soulh wa .. ~)("in ~ wipt'd out , ..0
in th e NOll h cla ss lin t's , hou ld be wiped awa y,
Ju st as th l' pl 'opll' pUl ..lavery our o f exi ... lence ..0
would llw y nJll1h ,1l Itlt' p((· ~t'nl splt'1Tl o f waKe,>.
Sht' a~ked lhl'm 10 rl'lIll'mht'r and jOln hand .., for
in ma ll~' lht'rt' wa' ..ttetl~lh . Thl'y .....ert' m any ; Ihe
ca p iLa Ii..1S WI·Tt' f('w," QllOl ill ~ \\'endell Phillips
o n lh f' l1 t't'd lO Iff'(' nOTlht'1Il wh ile ..Ia v l"'~ jU~1 as
r.t)1I1he Tll btu k ..la ves had hl'e n freed . ..h t' ... lI('s.-.ed
" the 1li'(I'~si l~ u illtg:a nili ng: p()hll caJl ~' o n a n
indt'fJl'IH1t'1l1 ba, is fnt the PlH p"I\t' of carry ing: (lui
Iht' idea .. o f Ihe '>Ol ia lish." After hl'r . Li ebkne(ht
spole. firsl br ief " · in En ~li ...h a nd Ihen in
ld'rma n, listt'lU-rl 10 \<"i th m uc h illleres l, a nd Ihf'
pol ITIS frNIUI'ntl y app lauded by the Germans
pr t"-.t" llt ."11
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Follo....·in R the eve n t. the- loca l p rt"" pu bli ..hed a
varie-tv o f a ..-.t".. vmen ts , the [aurnal' .. under rhe
h eadi n g " SOt iali ..li t Xon w nce ," ....-hile 1111'
T r leg rani refe rred to "~ l i n i llg addrt- swv in , u p 
port o f Soda li ,ti c rheo rv." TIlt' People , a wee kly.
who '-t" rr-p or t wa .. em u led "A C lea r Exptauation
o f rhe Aim , of Sor ialivm ," Kan' the mO' 1 I"'x l!;"lh in'
coverage - not in nlll \i 'lt'nt ....·it h its o wner..h ip,
fm it had b-en fo unded 10 1885 bv about 170
,10( kholderv . " nea rlv a ll wor l in g people and rhe
majoritv (If the-m mernber s 01 the o rder of the
Kni g h h ol l..abor ." SOIJlt' rime later Rhod e lvland ' v
Cenual 1';lho T L'mon adopted the papl'r a.. iI'
officia l org:a n I i

On Ihi \ lOU I Eleano t :\Iarx wav undnuhn-dlv
(·;t ,t ill a 10 k vubordinan- to Avel in g ' , ami the
MOT" " (I{ SfaT pu t her down with th e romnu-ru
rhar her r t'IT1 ;HI.. ~ "seemed mote like a \t' l ~ fx't'ch

(f)\t'THlg the poin ... hl"r hu..hand had vpoken

upon than d ll\lhmg e l\(' ." u Wi lh im pr o ve-d vivua l
J.(uit \ that ("(mw.. fro m hind-ight . ..he mav be
viewed a .. 1ll' )',1 not a b it, of 1111' th ree vi .. i t() r~ , bUI
that wa.. flUl apparent to (Olllt"mp'lfal in . One
11"11 1"'1 In t'th lm .. of the [ournai . ..igncd h) "one
who dot, ~ not o wn real es tate" wh n cla imed 10

ha w' be-n at th t' :\hl \i( Hal! nU't·t i n~ , I harjn-d
that rhere 'IIt' " ..orne people- who like- 10 trave l 10

'>t't' a pa rt of rh i.. glea l world at n the r Ix·ople s or
"lxit"lil"'" l" xlx· n\t·s . bUI III It'ali J't Ih t,\ d01l' 1 ca re
abour pt'ople'~ ~rie\'a ncf'''. Thai i'io ju..t wha l I
Ihm k alxlln Dr. ..he li n~ and :\Ir . Li t'b ktw( hl. It I"
a pi l~' Iha l nur Comli luliull doe.. nOI pr oh ibi t
,,"(h I-*0ple 10 '-t"t (CKII on o ur '>OiL"

Thai wliler f'ithf' r t hou~ ht i l nOI o bjeClio na ble
for El ("a llol :\Ia rx 10 \ 'i..it Ihi .. country - in tOIl 

tra sl 10 hi .. objenion to th t' OIhers - or tw did
not Ih ink hel wOllh y of Ilol ic(" . Fo ur dolY" la ler a
lell (" r (rom a wri ter sig ni ng h im'>elf " Disnelio n"
a p l)("a red, ..ldllnJl; Ihal " I don'l belie\'e in
'>OCia li ..m , bill I do hold Ihal lemalk.. ..u.h a .. he
wh o d OM. not o wn real e~I'lle ma kes a le a b\u rd.""

..\ 1 condu..ion of Iht" " I)('ak i n~ lOur . f' x ~)(" n\t'..
(or .....hi ch ..h elm!!: b ill ed hi .. hml.. - Ihe ..ocia l
i ..l it· Labo r I' a ll \' - ..lined u p a furor o n lxilh
..id l"' 'io of the Atlantic. OUI(OIJl t' o f th e di "pule wa ..
inconc1m iH' . Inll ..h ('linK' .. It''IUllat ion fur !loI' inK
lln-.crupll lou \ in mOlley ma llt'r .. IX'I \ i..t('(1.
A ~ fo r Eleanor Marx . allt'r hel rt'turn 10 Eng

land ..he oHupied hl"r\('U durinK e le \'f'n ~ eal" a ..
a n aH i" i\1 in ..ocia li ..l a nd lTadt' union ca uw .. and

in lirerarv purvuits that included tra nvlauug
lbsen ' .. p ia" uuo Eng li ..h . In IH9H al ffJI l \ 'lh lee
..he co mmuted cuicide- ..Hille mont h .. alit"! A\'e1ing
had gOlw III I!lt' Che lsea Re~i ..rer OU iu ' ill I.OIl 

don under all a ....um ed n.une to ma rr y another
wo ma n ." Eh-anor Ma rx ' .. vi ..it to Providenc e is
perha p.. ( 11 1)' an nb-au n- Ioomc re among n ine
reemh -cent urv Rhod e leland events. hur i t ..ene..
In rll urn iuare a bvgonc age- a .. wel l a'io In idenufv
o ne 01 the IJI\I iad of lin b be-tw een loc a l r bronicle
a nd the broader COnleXI of world h i..,o", .

Y "OIUW Kap p . £ [l'anOT .\I tH Jl. 2,- ( :'\'l"" )"ork'
P","hl"on , 19761.

2 Ru h ;,u d I Elv . T hl' Labor .\lo' 'l''mn l t m .4mn l(a
( :'\1' ''' )"011.. : CfO l1. 1SJl6) 2i6

, PTQt,.dnT(/' j uu I. .-\pn l 22. 1«06. ""'- .~ . p.-'

~ Thl' "I'"pll' :'\O~ . 6. IJIM. P ~

.'I 0<-1 21. 111116. p,~ .

fi 0, \ 21, Ili !'!l;. p. I

7 Til , l ' I'''I , i l' On. :10. I lllI l ;. p . 2 T I'[" ,f{ram 0'1 2:1.
181l1i. p. 6 j"ll ...ai Or!. 2.'1. lAAfi . p .!'!

!'! T hf' Pf'opll' Ou. 3O. I llIiti. p. 2. Bro ...n', bOllk 
S/Udll'l m .\fod/'1n Sanalum and L abm P",bl,.,1'1~

( :'\l" " )"orl..: Appteeon . 1AA6). Il l' " 'a \ mnlrod In ~harr:'

rht' plarlofm dMopirt' ;ln tillli .., criliqu.. of hi\ bia,
" Dr. Bm .. n i, n..ithn ph ilo'lol'phical nul fall and ha,
t,ilknrl} nmloundt-d ..l1 Ih.. ".Oliou, "hllllh of
...-.-i,;,li,m in anI' tonlu...-d J u~ b1.., IMn hI' ha\ ta l.. ..n
Ihr:'H " 'o r M f....ru'("; out 0 1 .. ·h lrh In (('I1M/ur I an
im a lo:lO..n "O(ia hs l. ...ho rn h l" im ml'd iall' h p rnr.f't"ds In

dl"moh,h . ;-':0 " u h '0( 0( ialiml a ~ Or . Brown dl'l' il h
tXi \h anlwh.., ... I' w n umkl th.. light o f Iht' m oon .
mudl 11" \ i ll rh.. In road "mll!>:hl "f rh.. nin..I....n1h
r l"n1ury" (Til, PmI' l l' , Orr·t'TIIht-r .'I. 18R5 . p . 2).

9 TI'I'l{ram Or l. 2.'1. 18116, p . 6 . Rn . Ch..rlt' , j Burn, .
F' l' l'do m of Hl'l' g lo w U'o n h, p l Pro~id.- l1r'",

E. .-\, Joh ll\on . 18871.

10 T hl' PI'Op[, Ott -'0. 1AA6. P 2.

I I Tf'/I'l{Tam 0<1 . 2', llUl6. p . 6.

12 Journal Or l . 2-'. IAAfi. " II

1-' T h, P,,,pll' 0<1 . 30, I llIiti.p. 7.

14 jO ll rna l O.. 2.'1. 18f1fi. p . ~ T rll' l{lll m 0<1 . 2.'1. IflfI6.
p . 6. Th, Pmll l l' Ore. .'I, I IIII .~ , p . 2; Jan . 7, !II.'llI , p . l.

I .~ On 2:1. 111 116. p . .'I

16 j ourn al 0" 28. 1l1li6. p . 8; :'\0\' , I. Ull4ti. p . 8.

17 K.a pp. 17111; 6iiH.
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. A. mNltlog .; de w ~ r
of .he Couuty'-OiW'-' -. glOD . wiD be '
holden at the 8TA.TE BOIT8£, at '\
8ou'b-KIDg8town, D WEDNESDA'"
EVE~ING, A.ugu~t II, 184", at hulf
J!8st ~~eD o'cl~k. . . .!
. ....SAMlJ'Et AlIdi, EIIMt~nel.1 ..

GREENE and otben will address the,
lDee.lng. .. ..

4 ge~eral attendanee .. requested.

lIJHS~

Rhob h14"d Wh'.lp I!lOI d DrmOHGtJ dw.ud ~hGTPry at't'1' Ihr
.\f t'J:1C4" ""'011' .
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Rhode Island and th e ~Iexican war

Ahho ugh hi vtonan v han' paid ample anennon 10

Rhode Island ' s paruc ipauon in the Arnerican
Revol u n o n . the C i\i l W ar , and [0 a levser ev tern,
the Wa r o f 1812. le w ha n ' focused o n th e \Ial(:"\

hl \lfUl du ri ng the "';'11 wuh :\f t'x io), CO\'t'l inR tfu

period from UHf) [0 HH H, li lt" ....'3 1 I)(ClUIt'd ill a
unu- mar ked h\ 1111" economic and pnliti('a l LIp

heaval ofte n characterned a\ vtanire... De\ l im .
Perba p .. mort' lmporlanl to the Rh od e (..la nd set
lin !': was th e ....-ar ' .. ch ronologrca l prox rrnu v 10 tfu

Don Rebell ion (l8·H ) thai had co nvulsed uadi 
nona! Sla te poUlin . leaving bitter f(·(,lin ,; .. tw
IW('('II pa rt ie'> for t he remainder o f l tlt' decade.

The :\le xica n W dt e-xcned ,I \ igo TOm debate
among Rh ude hl and,' r" from all wa l]..s o f hie ,
including not c nlv polilician ~ a nd edi rors. tim
al so Ia rmer s a nd d t'l g)'mt>n . Em mionv ran ra m p·
am dutirtg rbe war. wi rh ils su p po rters labell in g
the o ppovi non "tories." likening the m 10 Tor ies
of the Amer ir an Revol unon. Di !> <>(,JlI t>r ~ o bjected
to rhe war In \ lronl/; termv, rail in K it cruel . un juvt
a nd Immoral. Thei r o ppovi uon. \ It'm m inl/; la rgelv
from the war' , cont rovers ial o rig ms. in tens ified
with ~rowi JlII: awareness o f the reniroria l a vpira 
rions 0 1 P residen t Ja mes K. Polk a nd what thev
termed rhe "s ta ve power" forces o f the m cr ea v
inKI)' \Out ht"rn-or iemro Democrallc party.

Debate la rl/;e l)" ("enlt' rro around lhe ft'spomi
bilil )" for Ih t' o pe n inl/; 0 1 hostiliti f''' . The Wh il/;
part y ass er ted Iha l lh t' co n fl in resultl'd from the
a nm'xat io n o f T{'xa ~ in 1845 , Ihereb~' em bro iling
th t' {'ni led Sta les in a healt'd bou ndar)' com ru
\'t' r..)' wllh :\Iex ico . T ho\{' ""ho held th is \ 'iew
cOIl!t' nded th aI Ple,id t'OI Polk had lelt :\ft'xi r o no
c hoire but wa r wht'll ht' had ordt'f('d General

· \ h . Pa ulhu \ I' pu" o.lIn~ '" Ph 0 In lo.m.., iun hi\lor~

,ill 8o\Ion r .oUrKt'.

Zar harv T a ylor ' s ar mv in to rhe dis pu ted te rr i tor y
in ea r h IlH 6 . Whe n ~fexico ana, ked rhe..r- lorces
III la te Apr il. Pol k rl.umed tha i :\m t'r ica m had
been kill ed on thei r nwn ",(Iii a nd urged a "I)l;'ro\
repul sion 0 1 lh t' in vader v.'

Congre..viona l J)t'll\f)( rat .. blu nted a pon-nnallv
~ lIfJllg: Op po..ili on In a der la rauon III w a r th ro ugh
a wr ies 0 1 meavurev rt'sui tlln g debate . The rna
jnril) panv fo rced Congre.... 10 vote on the simple
quesuon-, 0 1 ..upplie a nd rei nforr ememv for
Genera l T avlor'v ar m )", t ht' H'b)" lea ving a r hoi o
IWI Wt'en a ("( t' plm~ .....a r or aba ndnn iug th e llOOp'
in :\h'xir o _ Hem, ' Y, Cra n-aon (W h IK) o f Rhode
Island w as one o f Iouneen represen tat ive.. d iv
seru mg from Iht' Tewlu lion tha t vmuatl v dec lared
war. The o the r reprewnrauv e . Lemuel Arnol d
(WhiK), vote-d in f ;I\OT of war . a '> did Wh il/; Sen
a tor Jan1t'~ F. S im mons. Whi ~ Senat or Alben C.
G ree-ne w a .. a bsent .t

News of ban le, along lhr xtex ican bo rder
b rough t im media te rearrions lrom Wh i jl; edi to rs
III Rhode Island. In ~Ia )' the PTOI'ldn u r Dall y
[ourna l and PTUl'l dnlCr Vorly Tran script borh
cri litized the chi ef execu tive for hi .. foll y in ha n 
dl in e :\fexit"an aff airs. De..pite t heir al legatio ns.
lh e)' exern'>f"d g reat care to express suppon for
national goah. ur KIIlK cUllen.. 10 "ol unl t't'l III

o rdf'1 to a\\urf' su((e\slu l It'rminal io n o f Ih t'
(onf l icl. ~

Rhode Is la nd Democra l'> .....ere u lllln p re'<;t'd b\'
Wh iK p lole..lat ions o f pa lTiOlism. The PWI·,dr nu
DOlh CoutU asy iled the j o u",al for cemur i n.~

Polk . sa)'i nK Hit brealh t"> Tor;'lsm throujl;hoU l,
a nd is I1mhin l/; mor f' or less Ihan a n a ltem l)! 10
ddea l it s o .....n co llll lry, a nd Klor ify ~l ex i(() ! "· T he
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H,.!, lI hIU I111 H erald I h al .~t'd \\" hi ~ nn n pa p"'! \
....-uh Ullli gh ll'''lh .md m al i( iou-, ahll ~t' ol l lw
P u-cideru IIMl h( ·/I ,I \ T d " .. nwanfll'" 100 (011 '

n-mpuble In 1)(> mt 'l wi lh a rguun-ru 01 fat h. "~

E\I 'n IIU" HHkpt"m lf'lll I'au' / ru lc ,.t ( ;a:rU,. and
Chrorucle ;If ' u'>(·d I Ill' oppo~ i lion o f adnplin~ "a
(nll l ....· (ai, 11 1.,1(·,,1 1' 1 h' lIl~ ddt'a l a nd dl~~r;l(f'

upo n then 0\00 '11 ~o\TIllmt'nl and 'OUIII " , " o

Ot'mo, lali, Jnll l nall~h ' t' 'l' IH-d rheu har..he\!
(Iillt- i~m to r H em v Cr;Hl ~l olI . On ~I a' :''fl. I /'I·H'

rbe- Hf'p ubflt an H erald , 'a 'I i~alt-d li lt' teprev-n

tauve 101 h i ~ fl('~dll \l' \ H U ' o n Ih t' wa r hill : "' ~ Ir

Cran ..lull \nln l. \ i ll u <l lh a nd in dft-t!. 10 de-e-n
OUI nufe a rrnv upon the cou thwcvre m Ironner o f
Texa .., li t' \ o wd In lea ve them a t the mer r v 01
hal!-r 1\ ililf·d ~ It· ... i , anv, 10 be cut In p i N t'<; or
take-n p U\OIW' ... I ll' \ 0 1(",1 III ..1;11\ 1" thr-m In

de-ath." l-' u ll hl:flll flll ·,.\1r C I<II1..ron wa-, " UIl .... Of

Ih \ u f rhe land ",1111 h 1(<1 \1" 111 m bnth - of the
food Ih,1l \ U\l<lIn" h u n - 0 1 I he b.mnr-r 0 1
freedom ltMI ....-. 1\1· .. 0\1' 1 hun."

lhi .. pld'lUt·, qUl''' l ion i n~ Iht' Il,Ilr iol i..m o f ;111
a t \ atia IUI' w ith adnum vuanou po li. n-.. ,'il1uall~

e\'ohed lII ln a war hawk \ ltalt'~ \' . t ' ''\l: lIlia ll~ " m v

r o ur urv r i~h l or ....-iou g". lhe Transcript and
ChTtmull"'~ ednor .Io <;{'p h Pitman embod ied Ih a t
\ p iri !. De-pue- h i, ow n bebef rh.u Polk had
cra n ed the W;II , h e ur ged R h od t, lvland er v 10
\O IUIlIN' r Ior d u ly in ;\kxi, n . Pi tm an la ter pr ov e-d
hi .. s in (("ri ty by le<i tlin !l: th e \ ta u" , ,um p;Hly Lill O

ball le.
[ou rnat ed uor lit-li n B. Anthonv decned rhe

grow th o f th at vn rime'nt . de scnbing il <1\ " frothy
pauiousm" a n d ddt'mling hi s rig h t 10 expr evs
indigna tion ,II Ihost, who star ted th e war. Even
A111 honv , howeve r , pk-dged to render 10 \'a I set vjre

and suppo rt 10 tilt' n anon .e Although manv
Rhode Islande rs objerred 10 the war in prinriph-.
th e sta te- with neat unan im it y' plt-dgro loyal su p 
por t eve-n before news o f T a ylor ' \ virtorics at P al o
Alto a nd Resa ca de la Palma ( Ma y 8 a n d 9 ) a r
ri\-'ro lal (" in :\-1 <l Y'. A l Ih O\e ha n It's B, ("\("I .\Iajor
C harles Larnar d ht'came Iht , li rsl o f ma n\' Rhode
hlandl'l ~ t i tro ror m t' li lOli o llS '>t'l\'i(e in .\!exico .9

T<i,!'lor ' s Sfl(( ('\ ....·s p rompled p rro inions 0 1 .1
Spt'M:h \-'itl f)!)'. Bnlh [)emonallc and Wh ig nl'''''<; 
IJalwrs hail t-d Ih t' \ il w r it's as a ..t('J! ( Io\("r 10
pe-a (('. In il \ JUTW H"<;{IJUlion\, Ihe Gem'r al :\s'>t'm·
b l)' pra i '>t"'d Ih,' gt' lw raJ a nd hi s troops lor Iheir
triu m p h s w h il h " ha\'e added a lIt"W h,\tre 10 Ih e

.~ ....~ • • , I ... .. ........ ,~ ."P'.....,.".. ...... '" 11."""" lUI"'" , U/

" "n'" )' (: '1I"""" !I-'" 'I''' of '<>I'"'''''' r' "
,,.p' '' ' '''lIl1t ll''' ' d" ,,,,,'ml{ Imm Ih" ,,,,,,114 110" /I,M
,' n ll, al h dnlll ''',J !I 'll' " " .\I " un> m / ,q ,,_

Amer i ran ll;l llU ' . " I O

P ro- w.u \ p i l i l ~ r adLMl1 ~ dim m ivhed dur ing th,'
vumnu'r . Rhudt, bla nd ' , Ch id JU \ li n ' J oh Durfee
not onlv a\l ;lI ked I'tt'sidt 'llt Polk for h is role in
hl'ginni n g tl 1l" lI11fli( I, hut a waih-d Con gr f"s , as
we-l l fOI fa i lt llg In fru 'llalt' Poll ' \ inuiauvcs.
Ann -war \ I)()k" \ !Twtl pr( )(t'edt'd bev ond Du rfel" s
(rit iti \rn o f Iht, w;u ' s lInj mt m ig iTl " the fu rt h er
ques tion 01 wa r aim s. T Il(' ex te n t 01 n-r rnori a l
m dernnnv In 1)(' \ O ll Kl ll hom ~kx i fU and wlWlhel
01 nOI 10 a llow \ 1;1\ 1'1\' in th a I I('n llot\ he,aml'

h Ka l POillh of di .... u \ \ in n . A Tran lc"p t (wd

ehrrm ull" (O Il! ''' I")JI(!t>1I1 u nt k , thl' pt'n Ila m t' of
..P(·att·... bdll,\t'd Ih ,lf Ih (' (1n ilrtl SIa lt' s had elll

bal l t'd o n a wal ti l 'IlIlquesl and Sl)(li ialio ll
..... h ilh (uu ld un l~ fit, lel m inau-d In ;t ,Oll!l:le <;

s io naJ ,duS;t1 10 applO\(" ,> u p p l it's, Tht' ] ouHl af
a "\I.'lu'(l lhal ..uut ht·!Tll'" ....·a n led 10 push illln
:>.t t'xic;tn I('n i lo !) II) a n llex fUll her ..t H-t' la n d s.1I
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.\ p,1I1 hom ' Ii( h mdn.uinn-, 01 dl''ool·nt . nUIl\

R hod e lvland nr\\'Il<IIX'I' "ill \ iewed lht' w'al in
n,llillll<lli,[i. u-rrn-, T Ill' It 'm }11\ fJ/ lut 1'11111111,

wh u h had prnlo ll'\.h r envun-d Pol k rO I '1.1I[ 1I1~

l ilt" W; II , .uu l the I.a:/'/I" and Chrmllr/,.IHI[ h
damol ,·t! r"l .ltlJ u i,i lioli 0 1 C;d JfOl ll i,1 ,I' a IHI'\. ·
vihle- m d'·IIIIlI [\ . TIlt" ( ,II : I'I!,. vhau-d Ih ;\I wi-b.
d"'''IHIiIl~ ;11'1.0 Ihr Ie-CI·1I1 .vmorir an iIlL. ' ln n of
Xcw \1r'1l'1 11

III . \ U ~ U' I IllllOdllc 11011 11lI" C Ollg.u·" of lilt"
\ \"ilmol 1"0\1'" - plollIllIllllg ,Ll\t"l\ III :111\

1,'IIUOl\ .ll lj lll ll"t.l dtlllllg Ih, ' wa l - rh n-a n-m-d
rhr- 010,1 1I0Ilhk,..me- 1" 11" III \ k ,/to, 1'. 1\ 101 "

.llh a llcf' ,lcl\\t·d tO II,itk l .•b l\ I II , o u h lIIa j" l

\U I01\ I ..I UW lIl ' lt"pln nlwl ,II ,\1" 11I" 111'\. a bauk
III whn h \1 ;11 01 J o hn R . \"illloll .•1 Rho,k Ivland
11;1[1 \ ,·, dl , [ i n~ lI i ,l U'd Illll h df _1'

H\ fall 11I.111\ Rhod f' hl. lll ti "di lol' \\1'11' t1i"a li,·
Iu-d wilh tilt' \,-:.11 ', PIO~II''' , l hev .1" c· II('\1 [hal
IIIOH' agl<:"''''\I' 111(";l'I.lIII·' Wt·!t· rcq urn-d [n "COli'
fIIWI :1 Ill';ICC'" ( )rlwl' t' '' 11I", '>ft1 di",'llCIMIl[IIWIlI

f"l OPlll "llt· It 'a'''lh _ l ln- j urnnalll 'II"I,lInl 110;
vu-w rba r l ilt' "al had d"\I'I<'lll'd 111 111 .1 ,illlll] ..
tOllfllll"1 0 1 ,1.1\" u-r ri uuv . lln- P fl ! rw ( !>d innl
, ha l 1111' ,i ll l:lllotl w. ll lallln l pt',u e- [h l "ll~h . !L p l",
lIla ilC .u II'lI l ,H

D] <;.(0I1[1 ·1l[ 0 \'('1 [h e wa r r otuinuvd ,0 escalan-.
In :\O\ t'lI\b" 1 Ih t· Rhodl' Ivla nd Ami- vlav e-rv
""OC iel\ Iqni llla lldt"t.l b", h p;u li." 101 "j" i n i ll ~ [ I)

c:u " O il [hdt IIIIalilt IU' ;11\(1 t IUt'1 (1.1I1t·, I." ' I -ht'

101l"wHl~ lIlolllh J O'ool 'p h J>lImdll la Jlt"t1 .11 Po ll
fOI hi' ;llIlI'I\I' 1;1111(" wll\l h hl;Jnded ;,11 \.'hll

0PIMhrti h i' "";11 IMIlil iI";" lI a i lor " )' illlU Il
ddendc"t.ll h l· IIRhl of COli'\( It'lll iou \ o hJc'c l io n ,
( Olll ll;l l i ll~ Po lk ' , a lt iludl' 10 [h.. [ oj EllIope;m
d i( l a [OI , . I ~

On Ctui ,lm.... da\' <I cOflUibttlOr 10 Ih(' (;11 :,./11'

lind Chrollldl' a~,ai lt'lJ 111l' wa r dlOll , \ 1;I [in.t:: th a I

"Ih e It'a '\(lIl' a ....i ~llt'(l fOI lh t' prt''''1Il wa r a H'
rrpu~lIan l 100lll hl"1l1:"1 ",t' l i ll~'. ,1I1t1 ;u ,' to hi"
nm..ideled no II"" Iha n;1II uUllage 11 111 111 t'\t'"
hllma Ilt' Chll'lIall <,{'n"lhilt l\ ." The a nll · wa l k ill'!

(Oll( )u.lt'd tha i " (" \t" \ \k, ican ti l ilt'll killed b\
Hil i IIfMII" UI.M)It h i '\. o w n '\(11 1 i" murdnf'd, and
Ihal a ll w ho ;lId a nti ah"1 in Ih t, lran , .llliulI \ a ll'
l);lI[alel ' o f Ih l' ~ui ll."

r h e ;llh TIH of ll:Hi hrnll~ lll i l1rl( 'a"'d (1 llIr islt1
o f lIlt" ..dllltl1i ,lIa[ion ' , p" !forntal1( t' , A 11Ine"plllt ·
dl 'lIl o f [lit' (;a : (' /( (' ami Chr01UcI(' fulh 10ncuHt'd

i ll Pi tman ' , It'p rn<lth of Poll , "UK~I''' li ll~ [h al th,'

I" t'" i(k ll/ ' , auaek-, 011 \\' h i" pan uuivm well'
de...~IIt'(1 (f) di\erl auenunn from h i' IIWII il lega l
l ond u II -11\1' l'a fHfJ( IC ',Mlflt' d cuc utauon 0 1 a ll

;1I11 i-w;lI 1M'l ilioll '" Illch " Iie\('d Inl mu "d iv-
uac n-d and o PP u" 'I'd l U' i.t:: h bol \1,"1( 0 ." 1"

1';11 1 '.1 I!ll' rr-li .t::iou , rommunuv ;11,(1 II'g;i'II'!t 'd
i t-, 1'1 011"" III J alllLII\ 11'\ 17 COll ~ H'.~ ;llional m in ,
1' 11'1 L H 11.,11 'lI~ lIl'll th..1 Ih t' W;11 wa, " U IlIWI'

..."an . UlIwi,e. and llIl JU'1. 111101 w h .. lh r rrm 
11I..11." It IOllid lIt1h ,1((CllIIp li\h r\il. 'Lhe 101
lowll1~ mouth Rn r-u-nd .J ;HtH'~ :\ . {.I<III,,('I . pav 
101 ollht, Fi"l Ba p l i ' l ( :!\Il u h ul l'ro\idell.t' , cud

'Iha l "t he \l1',u-a ll \\' ;11 h;h be en Io n ed UIM IIl II'

wi th ;1 11 n-, hOlTo l' 0 1 IlIMM'I \ a nti hloodvh ed . and

\\' ilh it- I:u "I' p H"1 w ( Iin ' t'Xlel hll III o f ,1;1\ 1'1Y o n
:I , o il h ][l1('rlo uu t.nnu-d In that (lII ,,·." ll

III it- .umual rt"O lli lio rh tlu- (;I'Iwlal ;\" c'mbl\
fou nd IHC,I,i' " 1 [0 ili "ll lpl ,,\ e o l llw W·.II. \rhil, '
"r;II'IIt~ Ill!' .t::;t1 I"lII ln 1ll lht · coldi er -, III \ Iex ico.
rhl'\ ronde-mned "the ....1' 11' c.f Irl'a'I II(' ••ud li ft'
whn h tM\ hirhrllo aru-nd-d d l"fIllU',1 W:l.t::rti [0
110 valuahh- e-nd: which wuh mdin;u\ d i-c n- uon

o n Iht' 1"11 1 ..I Otll e XI'( Ul i \ t" m i,, 11l have- be en
:I\ "idl,tl wuh honor ." l Iu- 1e-,olu IICII!' 11;1''1:'(1 after
a ' UI"LlIl lt:11 deha ll' In ' ;1 \01" 0 1 :10 111 22 , T h l'
hual ll1ar .t:: 11I wo uld havr - bt'I'n widel I'XI I'I' I tru ;1
n umh"1 0 1 \ \"h ig; '\. who HI[(·d " II:H'" hI"( ,Ill'!' the
I" '\(III/ [i'jll ' W,' H' in"l ff ic'il·lt l l\ runch-tu n a mr v.

T h t' [ ournn l connn uedi r-, e-diunia l " l' pc"i l ic'lI.
wOllderi ll~ how ,h .. (1l1/1I1t\ (ou ttl , ''''II I1;t!1' II 'ot'H
h OIll Ihc' W,II . T hl' n:l lI"n had hl"comc' 'o{) ;In '1!)lI'
;lho Ul rill' Illl'\.'lbk (OIl'\("tIUl'II(('\ of Ihl ' \ \' i lm o l
PHn i" l lhal l·\ ..n il \1 1'x if l l werl' nlllqllrl ..d Ihele
;rPI .M'aH "t1 10 1)(' n o 1)(" 'lhlt, .t::1 o ulHh 101 dOIll(',,11<"
1 11Il~1' 1!'1 1' IIII' Pa ln o t 1l1 .t::lxlIHlT rlU'l fJ lll-mo(la[ ,
,lI1d \\"h i~ \ III ll11 iH' a .~ail1 'l (' X le lld i ll,~ , t l\ C' ly inro
;111 \ pIO ' I)f'C 11\'( ' 1t'lIilOl y.l.

-r h t' pH"war PH'\ .. 1I' ;It It',j '\. h a l l ll\ 111' lIlh
1 ril ic i' lI\ _Thl' (;a:.I'/(f' ami C hr01I1t Ir;l l'I! t'd Ihal
a nri , wal lo H n ...-elt' ,l(ltM lh prolon~ lIl~ Iht:'"
IfJII lllCI b\ Kl\ lIIg \ h'xico hopt' lor \ i.lOn . T he
H f'p u b / lt a fl IIn ald Chal~''ti R t'\ t'It'n d \h . H all
",-ilh ''(It-Iila l T On l \ m " , a\k mg iI Iit' de"iled Iht,
" , u Tlt' lu ll'l 0 1 o u r arm y, ,HId Ihe d f'h\t'n· of Ih l:"
PI t'~ id (" 1lI i lll n Ihe h alu!'l. o f Ih t' \ l l'x ica .... ." Tht'
wa l hawb P1 0I)f)1IIHh·t! lhal a ll who Il/ok\,,'d
anr i-wal ' I'n l im n ll Wt'll' givi lt~ aid ,lIId ("(llIllu n
to lh .. 1'\11 '111)' alld Wt'I, ' Ihe ldUH' llailO... .

ni ~'t·nl (· I ' . !,"Ihap '\. Il\l Mx rJl ically , u \ualh
aaom lMll il'ti a mi- ",-;u \1;Jlt"lIlt' lIh Wllh expH'~~IOII'
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of Inyally and vupport . In Ihi~ way they evaded
the adm ini\ualiou'\ char~e~ o f u eacon . The
Genera l A,~t'mhly, ..hcnlv after pa~~ill~ anti-war
re,>ohllinn~, appropria ted tweruv-f in ' hu ndred
dollarv fur rai,ill~ a rompanv of troop.., R h od e
Isla nd ht-<'ame the lir..t Xew Engla nd stare 10

p rovide II .. qUOIa of ..o ldier... ra i\inR four com
panie.., IhOliKh onlv one wav musrered illlu <,{'I\'
ice. By March UBi the Rhode lvland r ompanv
departed fOI ~1rxico . even before the full organi
eanou of Iht' ,\ Ia \ \dChU'tI'lh reaimem."

The miual roud uc I of Senator jame.. F_Sim
mon.. provided another example of tem porar jlv
..u-pended principle.. in the face of administration
pre ....ure. He had nppo-.rd the Democrats' p re
empuve tarrir .. prior to the declaration of war, H'I

he had \OIN.! with the majontv in favor of wa r a..
....·t ll a-, ,>upporlln!i; further war mea ..ures. Fina llv
m Februarv UB7 whe-n Iht' T hree ~li l lion Bill 
authorizinK an appropnauon of rhar vum of
monev 10 hr uced in an eHon 10 ter minate the
war - appeared in rhe Se na te wit h o ut the Wil
mot Proviso. Simmons had enough . He dec lared
that " if Iht' war .....a.. unjU\I, he ought nOl ro VOlt'
fot any O1t'a~urt' thar .....a\ illlt'nded 10 suppor l
..uch a war ."

Ir appears lha l Rh od t' Island's congrt'....mt'n
look their c lle from Simmoll'>. Wh t'n lhe Thret'
Mill ion Bill came 10 \"Ole o n ~larch I, 1847.
Albt.-n C. Grerne joined hi m in an unsucce..sfu l
bid 10 defeal the mt"!'Hue. [.('01ut'1 Arn old and
Ht'nry Cra nslOn bolh \u ppo ned an all empl 10

rt'imen Iht' Wil mOl Pro viso . fina lly voting '1

ga im l the bill a.. il pass('d in lhe House mmus
Ihe provi..o . The ..lal t" .. n mgre"Sffien were firmly
on rt'Cord as oppo\ i n~ Ihe war .2D

Within the ~ 1 3 Ie, ano llll't voin' cr ied o ur again ~1

unqut'srioning \UPpott o f lh t' war. Beginn in g
earl y in Ft'bt lla ry Ul47 M'vt'ra l It'llers appea red in
Ihe Journ al undt'r Iht' pt'n nam t' " Invt'sliga lor,"
Hi s firsl letl t'r d('("ried com inuanct' of a war in
wh ich Iht' lJn ilt'd Slal es was rhe nttdless ag
gressor. Lal t'r in Iht' mon lh, he suggested Ihal
mosr Aml'ricans o ppoM'd Ihe .....ar as " it conflict s
wirh Iht'ir lo ng t'l> lablished hab irs of peace, with
their avowed r('("ogn ilion of Ihe p ri nciples 01
rt' IiRio n."

"Ill\esligaror" as\(' rtt'd in ~tarch th.<l r if a ll ..... ho
o pposed the ....·ar effort .....ert' u.<I irors, Ihe chid
execur i\'e ht'aded lhar lisl by \·irtue of hi s "pass"

aJlowinK Iormer Mexi ran prestdesu Arucnic
LOpt'l de xa ma Anna I n ,lip throug h th e Ameri 
r-an hloc kade. 111 hi, final le tter he as ked why- the
United Slau"~ w a-, III po,,,",,iun of ha lf of xtexico
when II wa.. the avo wed nauona l pohcv ro ~impl~'

"conquer a IM'a(("."21
In conua~1 to rhe di ..harmon" in Rhode " land,

mililary pro..erunon of the w at imenvified. Tbe
t'mn-d Slat!"s had al re-ady occupied ~Iex ico ' l>

northern provime-, a.. we ll a.. :'\'t'....- :\1exi(o and
California . The navv had blockaded Mexica n
pon... In February- IIB7 General Tavlor ITI

umphed in a major baule at Buena Vista. During
rhe follo ..... ing mo ruh General Winfit'ld Scoll
assumed command of American Iorre.. in ~I t'x ico

and landed hi\ arms' -.1 vera Cruz . in tending 10

male h upon ~It'xilo CII~ hom rhar point.
A Rhode lela nd IJdnicipanl in ttu .. inva..ion ,

John R. Vir uo n - a \\"e ~ l Point graduate cued at
~Iolllt'ney lo r Kallam and meritor ious cond II( I 
wrote 10 his mother from rbe outskirts of Vera
C ruz : "~h confidence in the overrufing p rovi
denceot God i, unqual ified. So that I mal' go to rhe
field of anion fu lly awu red rhal ....-barever may befal l
me ..... il l lx- for Ihe ht.-sl . I ft't'l p loud roS{'ne m yco un
lr" in lh i" ht'l rime of appt'al: and should t'\('n
Ihe .....o r"l - dt'a lh il<,{'11 - IJt' m\' lo t. I sha ll mf't'l
il chN'rlu lly'." On ~1 arch 22. IH·1j :\Iajor Vin ron
.....a .. kill t'd in anion al Vera Cruz .

Anoth er Rhode h land officer pla y-I'd an imlru
mt'mal pa rt in lhe Vera Cuu ill\·a ..ion. Ju ..' pflor
to Ihe a ....a u h. G.J1n modore ~Iallhew C. Pen y re
p lac-ed Da"i d COllllt'r as co mma ndt'r of rht' Gulf
"q ua dffln " Peny broll !i:ht mort' a..sefl in' leader ..hip
10 Iht' f1N'!, ~ r a/(ing ..e\Tta l incur..ions int o
~t ex ican rivers, mll~l nOl.lbly al Taba~o, wht're
he c-aplllfed lhe cil y ('\'('n hefmt' Iht' mai n body of
lUKJp' arr i\'('d, An ardl·nt expamioni~ 1 who
\'it'wt'd Ihl' wal a.. a ml'a m 10 atq ui t a \ tr ip of
land upon ..... hich 10 build a canal, Pt'Tty brouRh r
10 the com mand 3ji;ji;Te..siveness tha i grea tly faci li 
lal l'd land o p('ra lioll\.u

In Rhodt' Isla nd, ('I('oions to ,ht' General
:h\t"mbly- look plare III ear ly' Apri l. Allha ugh lh t'
eleClion d id nOl -.etl"(' a, a tefert' ndu m on the
~Iexican War , Ihl' R t'p u.b lu m l I/ t'rald rook OCTa·

sian 10 <!("U'iol" \\'h iji; pTole..lr rs o f trea wnous
conduCI . Its a llack focusnl p rima tily on Spt'aker
of Ihe Hou~ Rohen Cra nslon, who wa.. running
for h is brolht'r's 'iol"ar in Conl{Tes~. The Jo u. rnal
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Comm"d",,, ,1I..llh"u' L / '" n \ ",,,,,,,,.. ,,d f'd 'h" (; ,. /1
\'1",.,1",,, d""flj! Ihf' I'l,-a<f"" ..1 1'0 11 C, " : . ",,,'w,' hy
It ', I1", ,,, \,d" ..... ,\1"" " 1,

pra ivr-d Cla ll~to ll " am i-will po~llllt' , p lt'ad illR 101
a \\' h i ~ vktruv . Wh ig"' wort tlu- eler tion. adding
;t!,o 10 rlu-ir ma jOlit it', ill e:« II h' lIJ\I',

\"ord III f In- ' l<tonn a t BUl'llO ' \ ' i,ta and Vera
C rtJl , ll\uhin1( R hod t' "land in Ap ril and Ma y,
Ino ug hl ( IL H(' ri Jl .~ reac tio n -, li lt' U'lmblul1ll
Hrratd wondered why :\IeXJ(1) conuuued to fight
ill ,it'w 0 1 Iht' tt'rlainl\ uf lidt';l!. ri ll: (;11 ~/U a/ld

Ch mm , I, ~lIgge"t"d lhal Ih(" lJnitl 'd S l;llt'~ \<.'ould
ht, 10rH'd III lakt, and hold m ililal\ IMI"t'"ioo of
:\kxuo 1111111 ~h l' agn't"d to }I"I u'rm~. Tht" Jour
na l ;'''llIn t"t1 a moTe pl:''\~iml 'lI( l£lllt'. qllt'~lIollm.'!:

Iht' \alm' 01 ,illorie.., ..inn' lhl" appart'mh
btnllglu lilt' ililllUO no (]0<,t>1 10 IM';ICt" , Tht, new ..·
papt't wOlldl"rf"d ho\\ peau" wUlIld 1"\l"IlIU;Ut' ~illCl:'

<t :\!l"xif;1JI ('apilUlalioo would ""'I 011 a rC'\o!tuion .
EH'n if :\kxifo ((mid "urrt'ndt'r. !hl" ( ' n il("(i S la lt".,

would f;III' 'I'\t'I{" internal dl ';.agll't'lIwlll IIpllll the
I<'"n~ 1<1 hI.' demanded Ttli' Pa triot wivhed 10
k now ,\11t'1I i l would end . ,l ~k lll ~ what would
happen rf n oop-, reaehed .\ k xicll Ci" and found
n.1 ~1l\t 'lnnwnl eapahle o f milklll~ p,,;It t'.71

DI,,'rlt hanrmem with connn uauon 01 war pe-r
vivu-d Ihrllll~h vutumer UBi , TIlt" J llIa/lnll has.
IN"t1 Polk fill lu-, dlHlCT 01 of!i«"\ , hi -, IMM" h
IOlldlllll"tIIM"act' d lml\ . and mad e gll'al rapital of
the "pa..<" Iha l he i ....ued 10 Santa AmM, a llo wi n g
him III n-uuu 10 :\le x ico " a nd \1I1)\I'qlll'lIl h 10 karl
111'1 .u mv in haule. TIlt' Whi g 11I'\\" II;II)(" r al-,«

,,"ailt'll P u ll.. 101 p b, ill ~ ;l ne-nu-ndouv Iin anrial
hunh-n OI l l lw na tional nr-asurv .

At I" an nual <OIl\'t"Il Il0Il. 1lu- Rh ode l vland
l't';1(1' SOl il'l,' - for mr-d in llilli lI y ,\ hl\<" Brm \'11
a nd a n u mbe-r of ot her Qua ker-, - adopte-d a
\C"in of 1t'\O lllliml' londemllil\~ the w<l r's ori
1l;1Il v. dt'~ign~. and inevua ble n-vult .., nlill ludmg
wjrh a demand lor immedia te n-nninauon . The
ann-wa r pll"" vha red rhar hopI', but doubted th a i
1" ";1( ( ' wav imminent . T he PatflUt delt 'mlt'd Iht'
malienahle- n~h l 10 g:1I1' .... of tho..t' who were pu"·
diclI lIg ;1 ~I)('("(h p<"afC' .rt

l'I ',h;II" the mn'l poianaru nllit ivm rame from
billl' I ~ \ \ ';1\ land. p revideru nf Blown l 'ni\el ..itv .
Wh ill" IlI'H't \Ilt'eifieall~ mentioning lilt' war.
Wa , land a~l..c'I1" " w ha t vhall \\1' ";1\ when rhi ..
illiqUl!ou \ Il<h..ion for Inlilllf\ i .. ~Ialliit'li at Ihc'
t'XIIC' II\t' 01 indiv rimmate ..Iaughtt't ? Can we r-on-
et'i,,' 01 a more diabol ica l wic kedne-..... tha n a war
w;,gl 'd in tlu- na me of na tional tohl"'t\ ? Wa ~

,Hu hOl i, y t"H'1 1l;1\1:' 1I bv Ih i\ IIC'llp k 10 Ilw ir rul el \
10 1'10"" ute a war 101 COlJ(lllt'..t. 01 fO I glory, or to
e-xtend \ Ian'ry, 01 [ (I rcst rir t i t?" lit- called fo r a ll
j(l~ ' 1II1'Il to fear levclv eX I"l'~~ the-ir illd ig nali o ll III
'IH h I'a ..c· ...

n it' /{ (' l m b ll f a l l H era l d ra nk led at vuc h talk .
II.. ediftl1 awai b-d tvavland a.. a lyp ic" 1 Wh ig
prt'''1 11t"1 o f Tnrvism . 'Lh ro ughou t rhe ..utnmer,
th(" IlI' W \ I );I~X'1 had Mlug h l 10 ddt'lId Po lk ag:ai ns l
""fh (ondt'rn na lion b~ di \eni nfi!: blamt' 10 Ihl:'
Whi~.., II I'olllelldffi Iha l lhl' uppn..il in n ' .. eflon,
WC"I t' 1t ' ..pon~lbl(" lor faihlte 10 \t'(UII" a jll\1 peace.
T h(" ( ;a:,/I(' arId Chromd, l"XI)ff'<,'<t"I1 a similar
101l1l"lllioll , a s,("rling: Ihal :\I("x i('o d. 'ri\l'd lenaril~

from it .. alllifipalion of \'i(IOI~ 11\ Ihl' .-\meril-a ll
llC"ae't' mO\l"mt'II I . ~~

Bol h ,,<11'\ daimf"d publil' sUP llCHl lor Iheir
\,in.... a nd "Iep.:uf"d 10 I("..t Iheil "1fl"n~l h in lhl"



9·' il.UX1 CAS W AR

Proved..l1O .. n ,llh J"'HIl.ll , d rl'" 11",.)' B, Alllholl Y. IGI"
ll'm",."m G" d / ' ,,'i. "llGI", f rom Rh ode 1.IIa"d. ,.:.pr~J_"d

dHGpp.m 'GI " I Ih, u'a ' 1m", .1. b' ,I("mmll"

wester n disu ir I ' .. enngrevvio ua I electio n. Wil kin s
Updike ( Wh i~~:l and Benjamin Thurston (Delila-
r ra t} had hall It'd to no deri vion in April as an 
ot he r Whi g , Lemuel Arn old . the inr umberu. an d
La ur ivtou H all ( l. iht·flY ) had dra wn enough votes
to p nxlude a maj oti tv. The Urpublican Herald
believed tha i Th ur sro n 's elect ion was vital 10
con unoed pro-er urion of the war, wh ile th e
j ournal termed l Tpthkl" s eletlion cr uria l 10 Ihe
ant i-war ('HOI!. T hl' W hi g organ expres~ gra\-'e
cOIl{t'rn Iha t inll'rna l d i\ 'ision a mong Wh igs
m ig h l rt'su ll in l ' lxJike'.. ddt'a .. Con\t'<'jue n lly .
ahhough Thur..lnll won lht' elt'<' lIo n in lale
Augu"l by "ixty ·fi \t' \ 'OIe". it wa" impmsible to
eva lualt' tht' t'1("(- l io n ' s significa nct' in lerm .. or
war SUppOfl .u

WIll ie polll\( ianv werr- baufing il nut ill Rhode
ldaud. lWI Iroops Spt·11t the vumrnrr fighting
'-k x ica ns . In ear lv june. at a lime when the Xew
England ft'gimt"1ll wa .. nnt even fu ll~' o rganized .
th e Rhode h land rompanv - a ttached to Oenera l
SOlll ' " fOlln .1 -, hort ume ear her - led an artar k
on the Pue-nra Xanonal Bridge. In la te Aug usl. as
Compan v A nl Iht' ;'I;lIlIh Xew England Reg r
rnent . rhe-v pa ll II rpau-d In major baufes at
Cormera.. and Churubusco. "lIfft'rin~ five
wounded . AmonK rho..t' decorated fO I heroism.
John Slocum of Providence. second In command
of the rompanv, ....·o n promotion to brevet
captain .

ShUll" ;lftt·, thew \ il torie-v. Scot! proclaimed
an oumislile, hoping 10 avert inevitable hloodvhed
involved in a driv e to the raprtal. Despairing of
Jlt"Mt' , IWO weeks later he M'I out (or Mexi co Cil~ .

Companv A ..aw at lion all the was a-, xtexicans
valiamlv attempted 10 hah the invasion . On
September 13, 18-17 Sc:Oll'''' armv forged Ins ide rhe
galt's of Chepul tepec a nd ..termed into the "halls
of the xtomennuas." T .....o davs la ter. San ta Anna
re... iened . leaving rhe United States embroiled in a
war a~aillSl a nat ion w irh no leader and no
mean s w irh which If) fight . vet ..nfl determ ined
not 10 \u"endt'r ."

Amazed bv '-It' x ir a n ob..rinarv. the Republican
Herald a nd rhe r.tl ~,tt" and Chroruclr sugge-aed
rha r Mexiro l)t· pl'll I'd under martial law a nd
ma de In "lIll l' l the ronwqueuce v 01 her st u bbo rn
Ilt'SS unnl ..be ag reed to ..unable rerm ... . T he
[ournal ar knowledged th at ...ome sort of armed
peace a ppea red neres..ary . bu t wa rned abou t in-
t rea ..ing tcrrironal ambi tio ns.

Four da y... la ter the j ourna l a bandoned it s p re,
vious l)tll icy by whi ch rri tici sm of the war wa ..
acrcm punied by ex pre...... ions 01 su ppert . "we a rt'
no w ;I\'OWI'tUy eu gag t-d in a w ar o f eo nquev t. \\'e
art' figh li n .r.:: - so m LU h is avowed - for half rbe
'-1f" xican II·rrilOry. We are in real it v - a nd Ih is
wi ll ..oon be avowed - figh li ng for the whole 01
'-lexico." T he 1lt" ....·... 'M Il(·t ur ged Congres" 10 cu i
o ff a ll fund ... unti l Iht' " rl'sidt,nt pn wided ..a lis 
(arlory expla na lio n ... From Ihi ... poi nt for .....a ld the
j ournal rdu"ot"t{ In (UIIlllenanle Ihe war a nd il\
lerrilOrial aggra nd l/eml'nt . ..an ng. "T he less we
ha \'t' nf Mt"x ica n Il'rrilnr\' Ihe hf'lIer . T h('rt' I"
none o r iI, t'XCf'pl Ihe har hor o r San Fra nci sco ,
Ihal (an bt' ()( any II\(' 10 II":': ~



nurin.'; 11u- la~1 1\''-0 months o f J84i. '.Olnt"
Rhode hlalldrl~ engaged in a pa ....ionate di\Cl1\
~ion conll'tlli ng- Ihf' rili/t"II'" dut v 10 "UppOlt hi..
I oururv. TIlt" i"m' wa.. r<.ti'>(·d III rhe (;a :.t'I/t' arid

Ch'0111c1t> bv a wr u er under lh t' pv-udonvm " O m
Couu trv R igh I Ilf W r0l1g . Sli ll O ur Coulllr~." Hr
be -lieved tha i even Ihllu.~h llw war wa .. Wif kt'd . il
remained the dlll\ of t'\t'1\ f1111t'1l 10 advance il ..
"U!le,,(ul prowcuuon. A \to'fTk later. another
t iuzcu dicpuu-d IhlS doe uim-. ..Ialing thai mural
L.IW mu ..1 be' vuper ior 10 human law. Furthe-rmore.
he was in itae-d b\ the HHhlanl u'tt:' o f infamous
rpilht"I" ag-aiml thoce who wou ld nOI a ....ist their
nation ill Ih l' commi .... ion of wic ked Mh.

O thers JOIned in t h e dl "l m ..ion . mu..lh i ll fa vor
o( rhe doc trine-. A rgu melll" inn-nsified. "\'011 {a ll
nOI oppo..e Itw adm im ..nanon without ..n eu grh 
e n tng the enemv . who ha.. llll ..heathe-d hi ....word
aga in ..l vour kind red . A traitor i.. he whn will 1101
gladh defend hi .. OWII COIIIIII\ . " Even th i-, failed
to di ....uade the OppO..inon . which m .....It"(1 rhat
men could lIu l be al towed 10 commit moral in-
JU..IIH'" III Ih,' nam(' 01 n a l io n a l honIH .""

Allholl!{ h Ihi .. di'o{u ....lo n o f "our COUIll IY r l~hl

1JI WIOIlK" ollly a p pt"<l u'd bll' in IS·li . II had Ix:t 'll
a rr iti cal i ....ll t· lhrou~holll ti lt' war, \\',11 h aw b
ha d ..o ug lll 10 dr'lI\' d l....t·IIU·I..' righ l 10 ..,Jot'ak o ut
aga m"l thf' wa r, b ra nd in!/: t lw lll a .. lra ito l.. lor
Ihril Oppo..ilioll , AI fir .... anti-wa r fOHt '.. ,,1I( -
(1II11ht'rllo p"· lIfe . adoplin.l:: a mod"r;II(' (uur'ot"
in which f"prt'" ion~ of d"'>t'nr \to'efe a«oJllp.mirt-(
b\ "'atemt"llI" 01 11wal,,' ;uu! ..upport .

~alion .. lh tilt'" milloril\ I~III\ . W hl !il: " - wllh
IIU'1t a llli·\to·al itll 'ab - hild prorlmnin;III,(! in
Rhode hla nd Ihrou!il:holll till' wal, "1'1 h OIll Ih l'
I )('~illlll ng . fi l l/ t'n .. had p;lid Ihei r lav.., mil ili a 
1Ilf'1l h ad 1'lI li ..r('(1 ill Ih r' ;U lII\'. a nd Ihl' (;"' lI"ral
A....t'm bl~ hild p ra i..t'd Ihr' ..oldit'r~' and appr0I' Il
;Ilt'"d (u nd~ lor Iht" war. Wi lh ft·w elln'pl in ll.., lht"
..late' .. l'ollgrt"....mt"1I had \Hlt'd III (an,r 01 "Ilpp l ie~

lur Ihe \•.-ar and t"dilOr .. had O\t"l(omf' nbjt't l ion ..
ill principle If) Ih t'" war and urgt'd ih \'igolnu ..

pto-.nullon . Onh' t'xltellll'" !/:IOUJh likl' lilt'
abe,li liom"I" had ab..o lUlt'"h u ·h ...t'd to "UppOll Ih t"
d(OlI.

:h wa r lill g:I·Il ·d 0 11 wi th il" i IKJ('a~ i llg u' rn
lo r ia l ( OlHlllt '" '' Op pO..i l io ll g- It·\to· ill vo la l i li ty. in 
di cal ed by ..talt·!llt" IllS of St'n a lor Si mmon ... " In-
\t'"" l i~a tor," Frallf i .. Wa yla nd . a nd o thl·r By
IiH7' .. en d allll-wa.r "'-'nt inlt'"nt was al it ha rpt"..1.

The juuHla/ had decidedlv rejected ;H'llll~ilionof
:'>Il'xican If'!fi lm\' and a divv-mer had gl\l'fl no
quarte-r IJI h i.... ta n re aga ill~t "our rtltll llJy . right
fll wrong."

III i l.. J ,llW ;UY IH-I H n-..olu uons. t lu- (; t'nt'tal
A..'>t· m b ly ..h.upl v n i,i li/f'd Polk for invo lvi ng th e
na tion ill .. (!t-grad in.1{ war wh ic h r-ould ha ve bee-n
avoided bv <.t moderate (tIUt'" on hi .. parr . II
refused 10 ;1{ I ept Iht, nltlqllt'..l and OIJlIllOJlioll 01
.\texico, ulging "a ..pitit I)f mode-anon and t'{luil\
to .....ard.. a ..i ..u-r Republic" that involved "d l"
(ard lng a ll pll rrtl'tl'.. 0 1 (onque"l and III I uparion.
til of t'Xlnll mg h um :'>Il'xil o a terruoria l indem
uitv."

Rhod e "' la nd' ....e I1<l 101" a b o prote..u-d a ~a in st

fu rther W;II 1I11·;hIHI''' . SJJot'ak ill g III januarv IR'I H
nil lilt" Ten Reg;lInt'TIl s Bill - providi ng addi
nona ! 1100"" (III rhe war - J ohn H Cla rke . a
Wh ig who had succeeded Sim m o ns ...rate-d that
di..memberment of :'>lexilu. uv-lf an evil . had
!l:i,,'n wa\ 10.Hl even Krt';ller evil - ..ubj ugation .
li t' kit thaI additional ltoop.. cou ld be emploved
on l~ ill 1111 .. la ..'" ask lllg. "To whom C;HI \O U
rt'"..lOrt' Ihf' whoif' or an\' pa ll of :'>I t"xi fo ? Take it
a nd you m u sl k,',·p it. " Cbrkt' ht'!It,\t'{llha l

;lIl1lf'Xillg J\k,ilfl would Tt'''ll lt in infusion o f
" :'> lexica n kpl o sv" in ln li lt' :\mt'"t1call S\'''U'IJI .
St'na lo r ( ; f('('IIt'" ~ha rt'd l h i .. \i l'w a nd (alll io nt'd
<l!i!:aIllSI Ihl' Ii", nf an all· :,>II'll!co mO\t'lIlt'II' ,

whlth had a .. il\ ~oal .." ..mpllon of all of :'>It'xiro
illlo llnllt'd Sta lt'.. IrrrilOl\ ,

O n Ft'hru.lT\ ~ . 18-IR :":ilhnla .. Tri..!. .\ m t'" f1ca n
(omm"..iolJ(·1 ill :,> II'XII n. "g;nl"t-l tht'" lIt'dl\' o f
Guadt'lnupt'- fl ida lg-o, w h ich ceded S ew :'>t t"xico
a n d Ca lifotll ia 10 tht' t Tni lt'lj Sl a lt's . TIlt' St' n ale
ralified rllt' lrt\lI~ in :'>bn h Ther e u'lll" itlt' d onl y
lt adilioll;d Il">oltllions o f Ih an b 10 till' ..o ld in )'
fOl lhel l mt' r ilOrioll.. 'tl'1\'j(t" .lfl

.\I a m R h fN.!t" b landl'" hild ha d objt'( limn 10
lilt' :'>k x i{'a n W a r fro m II.. illlt'"p lion . qllt·~t ioni ng

Po lk ' .. ju ..lificalion .. and "u"'J(-'lling Ihat Itlt' war
w;!.'> lIIt'Teh a plol 10 t'xlrlld ..la \t'I \ . Dl''' p Jlt'" theS('
nhjt't I lUll'> III p Iim'ipll" , li lt" ..Iale had nt'"a rh

unan imou..h pll'dgt"d i l.. 10\ 01 1 "UppOll . elll·
hodn ng lilt' ..lo gan "my tO lll ll ry. r ig:h t or wro ng."
A.. lh e wal IUI'!l:I t'....ed. di " 'l uhanlmt'l1f dt'\ r·lopr-d
a lll OIl~ th l!'>f' who ..f' "~ U " !Il Jl I" lesled flll lld l io na l
IO\'a lly lalh "r Ih a n !l:t'n ui llt· IK'lid in wal a im..,
lkfor t' Ih e wa r ended. m ilil atll alll l-wa l ..tann '..
had bN-n rxprt'ss.rtt b~' Iht" "lale'~ 1'()II!{rt'....mt'n. th t"
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