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The w orlds of Roger wtlliams

I desire not to 5/Up m .H'c UTll y and dream of a
nrst 1I. ,h,( h 110 hand om TI"Qch , I ca mlOl but
ex pect changes, and the change oj til t' la.lf rnrmv,
Drach , Y l"t dare I 'lOt dl".IIJiw· a libertv w hich the
L o rd seemeth /0 Offl"T to ml", If for mml" own and
o thers' p f'(J{I" . 1

II is lime' In recapture so me app rec ianon o f the
co mplexuv of ROKer Willi a m..•s exi"lt'mr. :\
simple appro.l<h mav \t"f\t' (0 make a ..l ; l n - an
at tempt 10 di~lI n~U1 ..h the wor lds in wh ich he
spen t h i.. da~ ... to u n twis t th e ..n a nd.. tha t made
up the m iX' o f h a lift'.

T he (" lfo rl h worth whi le beca uw hi .. ( "iUN'" ha s
bee n sim p fifir-d 100 much and has t.Wt'1I treated
100 Ireel v to make it th e ..-ehicle for a me vsage.
His thoug hts ha ve bee n a naly zed <1\ having a
cha ng eles .. n msislenq'. li t' has been honored a..
th e hero o f it cause or qua luv tha t made him
stand alone a~amSl hi\ conremporane- - 01\ Ihe
cham pion of soul Iiberrv. the pioneer of wpa rat 
ing state from church or churc h (rom sta te. as a
pa ragon of ind ividual ism. or a friend o f Ind ia ns.
Somet imes h is career ha s been narrated 10 bring
o u t only those ep isodes o r o p in io ns tha i yield
sim ple conc lus io ns . williams inevi ta bl y so unds
ralhl'r like a nank. ill' probabl y had a touch of
thaI q ua li ty. bUI he had no o b"l's si \'l' pt'r wnalil y
or monoman ia . no (ompu h io n 10 "l' l h im "l'U
(onslamly agaiml the re">l o f ma nkind .

The diMont'd portrayah can nOl be comple lely
corr«tro. Onll' fa ntas~' OJ d ai n 'oya nce ca n pre
lend 10 (onjurt" u p lhe NrealN Roger Williams.
Wilh so many allusions 10 n O\,,' lo sl d O(Uml·nts ,
lilt' surv iving t"vidl'tll-t' warns agaiml o Her ing

· Prof~wr of hi"l("l' al l Tnu("ni ll of Iow a . Srdllf1'
Jamn is author of Colooll<zl R hod(" lJumd fl97S ).

more than a rough sh·t( h ....-u h many paTl\ It'f l
vague. F Ol ilhla nre , WillI am s' s pol iti n tl lIlt'ories.
wh ich - 10 judge h om h is an ion s - slUely
deve lopc'd dlltill~ th e lIn.ules of dml ing;s ....-uh
au rhor uv. ('X isl o n ly ill Irug ment-, o r ill remal l..s
tangcn ual tn ru her cu bjec rs. l':o more- tha n a
ha ndful o f hi.. busi new rransartion-, «Ill be dis
covered in the ex ta nt le u erv. And rhere ale no
delaih - g;amq or other ....· j '>t" - of his v -xual
behavior _ J>swhohisloriath. perhaps Ior I unarelv .
Lu e rough sledd ing.

Slill . son u- qual iuev III Willi am s' s li ft" a rt' Ia irlv
rlear in the su r\' i \'ill~ evidence. Read ill a
stra i~ lll fo r w~lId fash ion , hi s let ter s I('\ ('al a m an
who li ved vim uha neouvlv ill wo rlds that o ften
re-mained d isl llKI. Evr-n hi s framew nr k u f thoug h t
cou ld t- han~t" a lmost fllmpl('lely w hell he turned
from one- vubjee-t 10 another. a" from fortu nes uf
rhe P urita n movement as a ....-ho le tn public affairs
of the tow n of P rovi dence . H is \'iew\ kt' PI devel 
oping in lh f' l ighl of npt"rie nce. Illusl obviouvlv
pe rha ps ....-uh regard 10 Ind ia ns . lit' vhi fted easil~

IWl .....een rnemal iues appropriate to hi s main
ooupauons: smal l-scale trade r. publ ic leade r. and
prear he-r . Those who desn itw him ,rs a paragon

of imetler tua l co ns istenrv. a man dri ven as few
n'er ha \T 1)t't'1l by Ihe implicat ions o f hi s idea s.
nHl\ 1 )('a\'e a gTt",H d t"al nUl of lhe rt"(-kon ing.

William.. liH'd In 'II leasl ..ix d l..ti nct . tho ug h
o;omellnlt'" fl\ 'eriappi nK, ""m lds of pu bl l( lift".
The'iot' .....ert' Ihe .....orld.. 01 th t" higher ra nks in
Engli,>h '>OCit'I ~' , tht" Puril;H1 mO\ elll t'tll , lht'
En gli sh sellkmt' 1ll o f :o.;ew En gland , Ihe :" arra 
ga m ell Ind ia ns, lh t' colo ny o f Rhodt' Isl a nd . a nd
lhe lawn nfl~rovidt'n(-t" . During lht" S(· \,t'fllt"t" fllh
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rt-nrurv . each v..a-, a ~ tag"e for e-xcni ng event s. A
ma n allll1 ~ 011 a ll SIX fl('(T ' \anl y pursued rh c
-rnpr-, 01 '0 mauv d iffere n t drama s.

william-, also had seve ra l kind , o f ptiv at e Ida 
tto lls htps 10 other people . These in rl ud ed hi s
fanulv ues. h i, networ k of hie-ndv. a nd hi s pas
nual (!lll ie, III a church d uring: th e shor t l ime he
had n ne. Lillie can be said 0/ th ew rela non vhip-,
II i, two yea rs a s a pa stor - a, d isting u is hed from
a p rea ch er , whit h he was rnur h 0 1 hi , ad u lt lilt,
- han' pr odur-ed o n ly evidence a bo u t hi s d is
~lt'< 'me l l IS wit h Ma ssacbuscu s authonnes. De
vowd pa rishionn, in Sa lem stoo d behind him 101
a while in h is ins is le ll(e on (onv;reg-alional anton 

run v. free-dom from ...e-u la r inl rrlt'r rnn', and
<e-pa rauon from the Churc-h o f England: severa l of
th em followed him 10 Pr ovidence . Thi s iuform a 
rirm, howe-ver . is a ll rhat is known a bou t hi s
mi ni,try and th t, int ernal cha rarter o f the churc h
uude-t h is I art' .

Di sappe,u allt c: of William s' s inconung leucrs
has r loved ti lt' door 011 exa m in in g most o f hi s
ma nv fr iendvhips. Even hi s relati ons with the
John Willlhrop", sen ior and junior . ar c impos
vihle- 10 under-ra nd b-ca use onl y hi " 1t'Ilt'lS to

rlu-m n-maiu . Willi am s' .. words 10 t he elder
\r inlluop manifested euhcr n-ciprrxan-d personal
Iq~~alt l 01 ddt'lt'lIft' before h igh '> lilnd ing and
powe!. Larking a uv sa m ple of tlu- respon se. both
po~s l b l1 i lin rem a in 01Jl;'n . Q uit e lik el v the
\ Olln gn Winthrop a nd hi s Wife were inti ma te
wit h William s, hut th e imima.-, had no ba si, o f
('q ua illy .

Withlll hi s o wn fanul v. Wilham s probahlv wa s
( ouvr-n tuma 11 \" aff ect iouan-. respon si bi t', and
attr-nriv r-, although he left \Try link- evidence to
l-nd su bstam r to thi s im pr essirm . In a way now
ou t of fas hion , he ex pr("s~t'd hi s Iondne-,.. for hi s
wife bv wri ring a book telliug her how to im
pr ove lu-r sp "i lua l hfe . Ill' wo rr ied a bo u t the
t'p Jlep"v o f o lle 01 IllS so ns. Information on th e,( '
p i i\,l1e re la ti o H'>, like William s' s financial affa lr~ ,

exi st " in str ay Irilgmf'nh that ma y only , uggt's t
; I n ural e IlI1pre""I011 S.

FOI tWIt('1 o r wor~ t' . th e public ~ tage .., the larger
I!'a 1m.. ill whic h Wilhams' s ca ree r unfolded , mll st
be ex p lor ed wilhoul much kn owl edge o f hi s
p li\~Ht' tr aits.

Ow l i l~t g li m pse inl O William , ' s lile rn"eal s
hi, plan' in Engli ~h soc ie ty and h", ambllions .
Wf' see ..o llw lh ing ~u tpl i,i ng l y close to a social

climber. His ea r liest ~ 1II \i\-i ng w o rch ale in leit er s
wri uen in 1629 to Lady J oan Barrin gt on . III a
we b o f kinship co n mTting th e Pu ritan gt' n lly a nd
a riston aq-, Lady Barrington was. among OIht'T
th ings. Oliver Cromwell", aunr . Wilha m s. by
co nrrasr. had been born into th e lower o r
m id d ling rank , of commercial London. P,lrtl y
through th e favor o f Lord Ed ward Cokt', he had
o btained a universuv educa tio n and with it some
rhin g doS(' to th e rank o f gellt k lTl iln . WilliaTl1 ~

ha d enu- red rhr m in istry a nd later bee arne fam il y
chapla in to one 0/ Lad~ Barrington'v relativcs
and neigh bors . He mingl ed h et't y in th e HHll pa ny
o f th e u pper class so lon g as he remembered lha t
he wa s not n u lv a member and behaved 111 wan
suita ble 10 h is calling.

As a resuh of thi s minv;lin g- , Will iam , devel
oped an affection for Lady Barrington ' , mer e,
Jan e Wh alley, a nd avked the a um 10 appr ove hi,
co u rts h ip . III a very dcfereuual lem-r . he d t'li catt'l y
acknowlrdgr-d "some iudec o rut n Ior her [n ine] to
condeso-nd to rnv low ebb ." But be polilel y
pOIIHed O llt tha i jane Whalley' s meager Iinaurial

prosperr s eq ua lled 111 ' own and he e-mphavized hi s
devotion to th e miui suv. a voc ation th at made tilt"
match barcfv thinkahh-.! The marriage would
have moved him int o the c-irde" of lilt' ge n tly ,
a nd Lady Barrmgron wo u ld ha ve none of i t. She
r-ven forbade hun further admi-,..ion 10 lu-r hou , ('.

William s responded with an a bru p t , h ift a way
from r-onveruion al d eft'l('llce. Ill' a ssumed th (' rolt'
01 past Ol with a ven geance. where Ionnerl v he
had compared Lady Banington 10 tilt' biblic al
Sarah and the s ta rs in th e sky, he sud de n ly ac
cused her of worldliness and disdain for th e
pi ous, cs pecial lv mini str-rs. "Cenainlv . Madame."
he wrote, " the Lord hath a quarrel again st yo u."
lit' ca ll ed on her to repent ami reform without
dd,lY, " Reme m ber, I bes t't'( h VOll , vour ca nd it' is
twinkling alld g las\ Ileal' r u n. The Lord onl y
know" how few m1l1utes an' Idt bt'lnnd.'"

H e rt'tovered a nd conl ented him st'lf with a
su i t,Jh lt' wife, a clt'r g)'m an ' s daughtt'1' 01 re~pt'n

ablf' sta nd ing hut no \ ol ia l elll inenn'. The
marriage brought so me im p ro \'en wn t III

Will iam "' " ' fKial pmit ion . H e co u ld en te r u Plwl
ci a .., soc i<,ty but co u ld not obtai II membership.

Thi s epi ~ode mig-ht be di smi\ sed a s a burst of
yo uth fu l optimism touched off by romall(e ,
whi<h mel fru \lralion , Yet in 1652 ht, ui t'd aga in
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10 ra h e himwlf on ltll' En~li~h ~ocia l , ( a lt" The
in riden t resembled rhe- familiar ~lOry of Iht , En g
li sh ma n who W('1lI 10 rhe co lo nies 10 make h is
fortune and rhen n-rumed borne 10 claim h igh
ran k. f'X{(,pl Will ia ms had neither grm•vn rich nor
planned In stav III England. li t' had another Iruv
rra nna exr hange of b-uers with a h ig h-rank ing
lady, th is n m e LOId (',o ke's da ug h ter. An ne
Sadl eit , bv wh om h (' wish ed to 1)(' reg a rded a, a
bro ther .

Willia nh ' , ground-, ar e reveal ing . l ler Luher,

he c la imed. had referred to him as a son, lie also
presented his pit'!' and devotion 10 " the m ini str )
of Christ a nd the ..ou l freedom of the people." BUI
he had stronger claim' tha n rhe-ce . He Wd S a man
o f high 1t"'fXlmihili lit·.. o n au n ffir ia l misvion
from a n Am eri can rol nnv . He wav a publi shed
a u thor - he veru In-r " co py of hi s Iarevt hook .
lit' was a hero of En.l.:li sh colon ia l expa nsion. " II
hath p lease-d the "I llst High." he wrote. "In (-ally
me o n ("a~les' wings thrnu,.:::h m ig ht\ labor...
m igh" mHering... a nd 10 vouchsa fe 10 U'>f' \0 00<,('
a n ins trument (as J humbh hope ) to g lOli h

(

( 'I'''' r

IflN\ L .......

him self [ in) mall } (If m y ni;,h and mfft 'ring s,
both a mongsl t he- Ellgh sh a nd ha rb{ ari;lIls]." As a
f(·..u lt o f hi .. ('I1(It';I\o r.. in lelt g inn a nd ~u'-t' r n

menr. he had the IflllfidelHt' o f powerfu l men in
Eng la nd. including Sir Henrv Vane and Oli ver
Cromwe-ll him'tl'lf •
Wtl l iarn~ had a "1f()11~ ca\(' , bUI il Iai k-d tn

ir npte.... "frs. Sadlen. who w a.. a pa ....ion.ue mv
af ..l a nd rnilil;1I1t IIt'vOlt't" o f th e non -Puritan
w ing o f Ihe Chun h of En gl and . An exc h;m /;;e o f
lener v followed in whn h ~h t, tri ed polin-lv a' fi" l
10 di vrniv-, h im. whi le pri va relv \a~ i ll~ tit ho uld
hang a t Tv bum .e .-\ ga m assum ing hi .. pavtoral
voio- william.. to ld her what 10 re-ad ...-. that she
,•.ould adnpt h is rt' ltg lo us ()l' l1Iion~." Finall v ..he
tu rn ed on him ill an a ngrv 1t'1I!;"1 man h i n~ his
r- rud juon with her oWII. and Iht , t'pisodt· (';IITH' 10
a do'o( ·.' FOI some re-a..on. ..ht , ..aved h i, kltt,,, and
the dr aft , of her It'plit's.

\\'illi 'lm.. had ..unit' HIII\( lla l iflll for "Ir ..,
Sad lcu'.. treatment ."iil Ht'lII ' Va ne and hi .. lad ,'
invued him 10 rheir rnumrv 'o('dl m Lmcoln vhue
for a n ("xlt'lldn:t '1\11. This vivi r was hi .. la s'

•



1O~ ROGER WIU IA '-lS

known \ '('IllUH' into the Engfi sh uppe- r ( lass, After
h is n-nun to Arm-r ica in 165--1, he held a h ig h
positIo n for a few vea rc. hut the n lar gelv wi th 
drew h o m officia l du ties and be-came increasi ng-Iv
a local Iigure.

Throughou t his life, he H'garded IllTT1Sdl as a
pauisa n - e-ven a leader - o f the Puritan {-a use
and watched ib fOrITHlI·S closelv. Thi s aspf'l t o f
his life had two or three pa rts. T he fam ilial 0 111'

IS hiv dererminariou to puri fy P urira ni sm . a lea l
that I('sllltt,d in h is ba nishment from :\-Iassadlll'
Sloth and «asv ('ntr~ into radnal relig ious rirrles
~IlHI offices of the migluv in En gl a nd d urin g the
Puritan Revolut ion and tlu- P rot ec torat e, SdlOl a rs
hav e- wt uu-n at It'Tlgt h abou t this as p('11 of
\\'illia m s', hit, and It need-, no Iu nher (T1IT 1ITH' 1l[.

Oulv nne po in l u 'qui u'<' emphas is: hi' saw hi s
t1 lsagre('ITlt'nts wi th \ Iassa(h usetts aruhoriries a nd
o thefs as vmrr lv fa m ily q ua rrels . He even hoped
for ,olllt' t lll llg 01 a le('(IO!iliation when he wr ot e a
book ag:ain,t Quakericm a nd vought 10 fo llo w the
hook's smH'" in :\-1;1S'adlll,eth b~ p ubhshing
come v-rmons .'

Ihe Pur itan CHISI' held \\'tll ia llls' , luval ti e-, a nd
uuel lectua l illlt 'H'St thro ug hout h is Id e. Wh ell the
Lo ng Pa r lia me nt heg:all it .. wrn k in 16-10, opening
the door to Slln('" Io t reform . he - li ke John
\\' ullhrop ami manv lIthels in America - eagerly
.C;Ta sp t>d <II e\{'I\ h it of news fro m th e mot her
roururv. W ill ia m s inu-rpreu-d th e u phe aval be
twr-t-n Ill-HI and 1660 in light o f trad it io na l o m 
(( 'P '" of Ch ristia n hi, tOTv , ma ki ng a few adj us t
nun tv to emphasjze the New Engla nd r-xpc'r i
mr-nr, impotraur e in showing th e way a nd also
tll offt'r h i.. bra nd o f P ur nani sm a, th e ult imat e
goa l. He ex pf('s~ed h is pojru of view III thi s
e-xclam a rion on the <rabihzanon of Cr o mwe ll's
le.e;imt' in 1652:

Praised be the Lord, wr are p reseroed , the nalw ll
1.1 prrsrTllrd. The Parlvamrnt sll5. G od' s people
arr secure - too st'CUTI". A grral opinion 1.1 that
thr kingdom of Christ IS risen (Hid (R rt1el. J1 ) thr
kjngdom,~ of Ihr rarlll arr breamr the kin."dom,~

of our L o rd and uf his ChriSI .
Cau tioll' ly, he added, "OIbers ha ve k a r o f the
sla ug ht('r o f th e wi llws,es yt' t a p p ro ar h ing."9

B;Kk in Pro\'id ent e he receiv ed lett er s from h is
frie nds in En gl and ron vey ing- news that he ex
( ha nged wit li J ohn W inth rop, J r, Williams had
re ports of th l' IOHering o f th e Prott'rtorate a nd th t'

impl'mlillg slaughter of wi rnesse-, when the
Restora tion approached - a time, as he un der,
s tood It. to hoar fo r th e- whole P ro testant cause.
The Pojx- had broug h t pea r e a mong- h i, nation"
eMept Po rt ugal . wh ile the P rot estant r.uu nr r ics
wa rred a mong themselves . " The c-ommon e nemy,
the Rornish wo lf," he wro te, "is verv h igh in
resohuion a nd hope- a nd adv <l lllitge to mak e a
p rey on a ll. of a ll sons. that desire to fea r God ."
I it' concluded th at Cod had passed "a n irrevo
r-a hlr- semencc of a m pu ta tio ns and r-auterizario n..
u pon the poor Pro u-sraut p;nty." lO

In h is last su rvivi ng le tier, wr itten , 11OT1 ly after
poli nca ! turmo il touc hed o ff by the Po pi sh Pl o t
a llegat ions, Willi a ms was still try'ing to fit th e
panern o f eve nts into a grand design. "We ha n '
tiding- s here," Ill' wrote , "of Sha fu-sburv"s and
Ho war d ' , be-heading: a mi contra r ily . th eir n-lease.
London ' s man ifesranons o f JOY. a nd the king ' ,
calling a Parlia men t." T he ronrradirt ion-, could
nru be resolved in P rov idence, I-Ie fina lly turned
away , say ing, "But a ll th ese ale bu t cuh luna ries.
temporaries. a nd trivia Is, Eternitv . 0 etemi ty, IS

O UI business."! '

Rela ted to his l i feloll.~ romm itm ent 10 the
P u rit an raUSI' wa s Will i a lTl s ' ~ ded ica non In the
Engl i ~ h rril oniza uou o f America . Here ag-ain a n
ele-mr-nt in his o ut look seemed at odds wi th hi s
we ll k no wn lea l fo r Clea ting a ref uge for vi r nm s
of n- ligi ou-, perceruuo n. Both sides of hi s thin k
ing well' real. ho wever .

Di p lomac y with Ind ians in sout hern New
Eng- la nd became th e most famous manifestat ion
o f III' devotio n to genera l Engh sh adva ncemen t.
Alt houg h he inr-luded Pro viden ce a nd Rh od e
Island inleres h ill these negotiat ion s. fro m th e
sta rt he so ugh t adva n tage and sa lely for a ll Eug
Iish se tt le rs. This seIlSI' o f solidari rv with th e rest
he explai ned in 163M. T o Joh n \\'inth t;,op he
pleaded that God ' ~ " w isdom and pity bo pl ea sed
to hel p you a ll, .. 10 remember tha t we a ll are
rejected o f ou r nat ive soil. a nd mo re to mi nd the
ma ny strong bo nds with .....h ith we a re all tied
Ihan any parti t ul ar di, tas te ear h agai ns t o ther."I ?
The un ifying iil ,~r ('d H'llI for Will ia lll'i was th e
P uri lan rlleWellletl t.

SnTra l yea rs la ter he r a rr ied th i, th o ugh t to

aSlnru~l lI ng len gth s. As president o f the rolony ht,
had tlt'l pt 'd to kl'ep independent fro m :\lassach u·
seilS, he professed 10 o ffic ia ls III Bo~ton a des ire
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for a r-omprehen vive KO\Tl lIlIlt·nt in ~t·w

Eng la nd . Thi ~ KO.II had be-en la lt 'nl , perhap.., III

hi .. collaboration ...-irh till' wimhrop.. hill i t
be-a rne O\TrI in 16.'j:' : " I n nd ia ll)' p role.... il befo re
th e mo..1 high. tha t I be-Iieve-. if , , , o ur..e1H· ~ a nd
a ll th e whole tOll ll tr)' h~ joint conwru were
r.UbjNI 10 your Jo;U\l"lnrUl'IlI ," hl" WIOlf', "u migtu
be a ril h nw rq ," 1J AI m her rimes. before a nd aft er
rhis oo-a cion. he explored the pos..ibil ll y 01 bring
ing John wint hro p . JI . into I)oWf'r as governor
over R h od e lela nd a nd ..orne rerr u onal
cornbi nat io n .

WIll ia m.. gave up ..uc h !'rojl'.h in the later
16:;O~ after rhe onbodox P urita n colonies resumed
religiom peJ'>fillliuli 01 Quakt'r\ and Ba privr s.
Prew rvmg all auronomou-, Rho de lvland agai n
claimed hi .. (011..1;1111 de-votion . La te in life he
defended the heu-rodox (-olflll\ ;I'~ one when- he
co u ld bear ",il lll"" aj(ai n"l Iht, churc he.. a nd
min i..nih o f Ih t· Ill' ig h lx n ing jun-diruon... These
invriunions. h e end. ",('I t' "but ..ta te polic ies and a
mi xture o f Kold" lI ima!(,'" unto ...h i, h" rhe mag
isua re... " W('It' [ the-i r] ... ca rnal ..word w lo n g . . "
....o u ld mu..i('all )' per suade or b)' fin)' to r ment

com lX'1 10 Ix l...· du...·n a" m am' a .. Iha l I/: real Iype
of in \t 'll lnl" a nd Ilt' r'>fi11101.. ~t'bll(hadlll'lza l

d id ."" Thu.. he U'\I l l11t,d hi .. ea l l ier CO!l(('plio n o f
hi ~ P IlIP0\,(' In lIlailll ;lin a reli g iour. lefug(' in ~ew

En g land .
Sim ila rl y. \\' i ll i;u m ' .. a ll ilUdl''' IOward h i..

Indi an llt' igh bOl" fllu 1l1;llt'd, p rohably a .. a f(' ~1I 1t

of h i.. expl·li t·IU' ·... hUl in ...·a ys Iha l wl:'re
"OIllt' li IT1l's in tliu1: l. \' t' r)' lin lt, in fOlma lio n su r
\' i\"('~ n l!U I· rt l i n~ hi s n Jln nwrtia l dea l i ng~ of long
du ra lion wil h Ih t, \\';IJITJlanoaf;l: " a nd tht' ~arra 

~an s"II\ . R" (Ol d o f h i.. di p lom;ll ic ('ndeavors a n d
h i.. ('va lualion.. or lh t· n ,lli vl's ;HI:' (om p lic llt'd by
h i.. pru!" ·ll..i IY 10 IUII1;llll ici l t' da n ger and ..qualm
h t' t·ncollll lt' ll' d . h i.. tt' ndt'lIf y 10 m a kt' cOTllra
di (lory (l " mllt'II"', a nd p lo bably h i.. Tl:' lu eta lHe to

t' XllH'''S h im sl'l f (';mdid l)' o n ..Olllt' points,

\ \'tWIl Ill' u nt! t'rllx ,k d iploma li ( llli ..~ io ll s fo r Ih t'
Eng li ..h (ulo ni ..l.. a t large, h t' If'POlIl'd 10 Joh n
Winr h lo p 01 wlHl(' \I'r was gO\·t'T1w r o f ~Ia ssath u

'>(' 11\. ;\h "I I ~ , hi .. IOlll' W;h 1l\;1l1t'l-of· faCl, h is
j ud~nwnh (-a ut iou .., Willi ams. al fi r ~ t . had no
high o pin io n of 111I' "l'lIiOl ( h id 'Wcht 'm o f lh e
:"arra .~;IIl ~'lh . C;lI1oll i( u .., who m hI' d t'\( ribf'd in
En g li sh a~ " \ en \()Ur" a n d ill Lal in ,1'> a frl'lfu l
a nd fl ull' o ld man .

lit- m-ver whollv u ,\ t'T\l1:1 th is opinion. AI leasl
he enjuved a ht'llc' r Idal io m h ip ...-uh rhe ol d
potentate .. j unior IMIII1I'I a nd nephew.
~lianlollolll i . l ~ In ..pi tt, of h i-, o pin io n o f
Canonic u v. W ill ia m s u"lIall~' roo k the X a rra -
ga n ..('11 ~ i dt' in rtuu rover ..ie.. a mong rhe Indian v o f
sou thern :" t·...· EIl!l:la m!. l.

lie- di..pl a ced a ltltu h of r n-dul u v when he
hea rd of a !xll!'nlia l a ll ian(t' hc-I...'eeu the Pequot s
a nd thr- :\lnhawl\ . Belie\ ing vtohawk mea n t
"man-eate-r .. in " wi f language," 11(" imagined a
horri l~' i l1g po....ibil uv . " I vadl v fear ," he WIOIf'.
rha t " if the l .or d plt'a\(' In 11'1 10m!' the-e mad
dog.., their pt;ulin' ...,i ll re nder Ihl' Pequo ts ca n 
n ibal v. IOO.NIl

Ho p in g 10 HlIl \'I'T1 th em 10 C hrisua nuv . perh a p ..
wil l iam.. wanted to Ih in l Ihl' lud ia n s were mal
leable in Iht'if ...-av.., Alief k\~ tha n a vear of ...-ha t
he' 1t'1)l11 u'I1 onlv <IS diplo malic m i\ sions among
them . he- wrol(' John Wim hro p rha r he \<I W
" ma nv ,I IXIIII Ind ia n ..oul i!l4 11ir i n~ a fte r G od ."
a rmoun, i n~ Iha l " I ha ve- rrmvinr ed hundred s a t
home and a broadrh.u in IXli lll n l n-Iigion Ih f'\
ar e all ",;IlJ(lt-fill~ .N I'

Wil1lh lOJI ,u l u \('ll h im of lak ing lht· :" a rr a 
/it.l llSell'" ..id(' in all ("on u m 't'l\il''' a nd bt- l i ('\' i n ~

whall '\ 't'l lht" , loltl him . P ro ha hly n ffl:'ll(If't1 .
\\"i ll i,lIl1'> f(·plit·(I. " I a lll nOl n ·1 lUrm'd In d ian ,"
;1Ilt! fit' hq :!;an ",ha l la ll'f Ix·tanH' a frt'quen l prilt 
l in ' of t'mpha ..i/ in g 1l,i1 in'~ ' ....'""' .. lha l ht, ab
hOl ft1:1 10 n fh t' l wha l Ilt' ..ai d fOI th elll . li t, ca liI'd
Iht'1TI " p ro ud allli ;mg ly ;1Ilt! fO\ t' IOlh ;1Il t! filtln- .
ha l in g alld 'lilld u !." mod ifyin g lh e ind illmelll h\ '
;u ld ing. "a~ we o ll l..t·h , ·.. ha ll ' bl'l'l1 lill kin d n e....
hom ht'a n 'lI pi lit 'd I I'>,"J·

Wilh ill a d OIl'1I )Ta T'> \\' ilJi am .. r('versed h imself
0 11 the va h it' o f br inging: C h risl i<l lli lY 10 Iht' In 
d iam 11m nOI Oil lllt' ir uKli t'T tr a i ts . By 16-19 he
btTa lT\(' «(lll Vin n 'd Ihal lht, in !rCxluClim~of

c il'i l ile J ....;I)'S would ha \'1' 10 "Tl'fedt" lIlt" GO"l-x.'1
a nd h e dl'( la f('(1 lh al il would bt- unfil 10 rt'gard
a llY In di a m a " EIlKlish ~ lIbj tT'" u lll i l they It'
lHHlTlH'd ha dM ri ..m fOl w hal hI' ca lled ( ivil i ly .2o

Ih, pol;n ilt1:ll h e\t' 1....'0 ( o nd il io ll'> o f h uma nily
('mphal ic<l lIv duri n!l: lilt' I6-IOs a nd 16:'0 ... Con
cf'd ing so me im plH l<lI ll \ inues 10 th e In d ia ns h e
k llt'w - Ihouj(h 1I01l(' TO Ihei r elll'm ies - he
m, ld,' ..u rpf i..in gh ......·t·,·p in g ..la lemeIllS. ..uch as.
" All Ind i;llI s art' t' , uelllel )' u ('a (hel ous.N and
( ,IUn! Ih t, ~lol lt'gam " !l it' dl('l/:~ o f m ankind."

•
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Another RWU P tit' described as "ba rbaro us scu m
and offvo ur inR o f mankind ." He spotted partic
ular evi ls and on {)(Ta~ i l)n summed up the
viruar ion by savi ng, " Barbarians are barbarians.vu

These rommems probabl y voiced not only
Williams' s artual a pp ra isa l bUI al so Iru strauon in
hi s effort s to neg otiate harmony in southern New
England. Narraganseus. Nianuca. Mohegans , and
the governments of Conncrtirur and Massachu
seus. kept wranKling among themselves. occa 
sionall y with tr agic result s. Nothing could per
suade Massacbu sen s rhat the Narragansens were
behaving honorabl y, nothing could restrain
NinigTel of the Ni anucs from adven tures that
stirred up trouble in vari ous directions . Probably ,
Williams felt used rather than useful .

A long sta teme nt he made in 1677 after the
Nanaganse-us and Ihe ir rival nations had been
nearly destroved in war sll/l:Resls his fru strations.
Ah f'r a ll that had happened. Williams remem 
bered him~1f neither as a wary diplomat servi ng
En glish colo n izatio n, nor as a civilized man

patroruving barbarians. but as a tool of
Ca nnn nus. In a slT ikin/l: pa ssage, William s wrote:

I j{avt' tum arid lus younj{t'st brot her's son,
Mio nto no mi. Kifls of two sorts: First , fUTTnt'T
PTt'Jt'Tl IJ fro m Plym outh arid Salt'm [that is, beio re
Williams' s m Olit' to Prouidrnce]; T wo , I was here
their COtHl.lt'/OT and .It'a t'lary III al l thr ir w ars
With til t' Pt'q IWI ,~ , Mohegans, L OTI j{ tstandrrs,
WamplHltla.l{ ,~ , Th f'Y had m y Pt'T,I01I , m y shallup
arid tnnnare , arid lured serva nt, rtc ., al co m m and
OTI all uCCaH;OnJ, ITarl.lpOTtmg flf ly at·,a time, and
lod gi tl.l{ fi ft y at a tlmt' at my hOIHt', I nruer denied
them aU,l{ht lawfully Ih t'), desired u f me. Canon i 
C1l5 laid mr o ut ~rou nd f or a trading house at
Na rm ean seu WIth his oum hand, bUI he nn't'T
tmdrd w it h m t', but had Irt't'ly w hat ht' des ired 
goods , m OTlt')' - and so Ihat ' ,is 51mp lt' to
Imag,lru that m all Y hundreds [value m pounds
stnlingr] excused m e to th e las' of that ma n's
breath, w hom, d ying. sent fo r mr and desired to
bt' bu ried iTl m ) ' cloth o f fra gift A nd so ne
WiU ,t2
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These di ..do~ur("s appea r in a leu er wrinen
lo ng a fter the- fan a nd tor tbe purpose of assen in g
Willi ams' s views o n ho ....· he obtained land (rom
th e ;-':a r fa~a n'\t'll ..arhem .. bv Jr;;i h ra th e-r than
purc hase. Slill . th e letter ha .. th e f i n~ of trut h 
or perhaps. ha lf-umh. Will ia m s no lo nger Ieh
co nstrained 10 depir r hi rnv-l l as macrerfu! in hi s
deal ings wuh rhe ~fht'ms a nd ad mitted ho .....
rnur h he had to do (or them, lit' fa i led 10 in clude
in the rec koning <I reacona hle apprai ....1 nf wha t
rhe v had done for him bv ~inng la nd a nd kee p 
ing th e pea(e thai allo.....ed R hod e lvland ro w n s to
gfO....' in the vhado...., of more pow t'f(1I1 ne igh bors.
P ft' ''ot''n1in g him<;("1f a .. put upon mort' tha n fan be
jusufied bv the record . he mav lx· excused In light
of his adva ncing vearv . rhe frig hlfu l lo'''t."s in
Kin g Philip' .. Wa f, and hi .. e-mbinered (ontrm("rs,'
..... uh W illia m H a rr iv.

Tbe- ROl':ef Willi a m , w ho wa' a leader III the
eo lo m of Rhod e hbnd needs Ii II It' explanation .
St.- \("ral nf h i.. ;Uh lt'\I'nwllh ;11(' .....d l kno.....n . ..uch
a.. hi.. pfonlf in~ Iht" lir'l f hMleJ a nd helpi ng 10

obla in ih fnnllfi fm,lIio n aJr;;al n' t ;1 pa R'T11 maklll.1I:
Will ia m Coddington gfl\eHlOf for li ft' on
Aq ui dn t."l k. In Iht'''t." t'rull"aHlf" Will ia m .. atled a..
a n {'m i ~"'H" fur Ih l" fo lu lI\ in Lo nd o n .

AI homt' o \" illi ;um ' .. pri nfipal ro ll, In Ihe
eolo n \" .. p ubli( hll , ilu' " wa .. a .. p r{'..idelll in Ih t'
yt',lI~ fn llo..... in l': 165,1 , lit' btTamt' Pf t'..ldt·nl al a
rr,'in g limt' ""ht' n lilt' (ol"ny had jU'1 bt'e n m O"lh
reunil ed .

Codtl i llJr;; lfln' .. lla ll' lll d lalu'l t't.1 Rh(l(l t' 1..land
lea\'in Jr;; thn'(' di ffe rt'nt Jr;;{I\'('fn nWIll .. a\\t'ui ng
a u thor il)', two o n Ih t· i..land and Ont' o n Ih t'
mainland . T n fflrnpl ilalt' matlet , . a Ilumtwr o f
Eng:li ,h and Ind ian.. 1)l·tw( ·I·Jl Ihl' (('flier.. of PlfJ\i 
d('!let , alld Wal\\'i( k ('arlin had joinn! with Mas-
..aehU St'll ". 1'1I11in~ tht , p it,(( ,s b;Hk IOJr;;t'lhn a.e:a in
rrtj ll in 't! til(' WOIk o f m an y hamh and Wdliam..
did mOi l' than hi ....h 'II('. Bd o n ' ht' H'H1rrlt'd from
EnKlan d , ht· IH·I..uadl'(1 S lf lI t'nr y \ ',1111' In <,t'nd an
appral for IIn il )'.z, (l nr t'('(mkd bargaining , ddib
("fa llo n. a nd "'lII l·..t·a f( hin ~ It'd In a rt·..loralion o f
a ..ingh" .e:O\'t." l n lTl t' 1H IIndt"l Ih l' fir ... c ha llt'!.
Willialll'> IOoL, o ffi{(" a, il .. pr nid('n l.

Tlwlt' ft'm ..t11lt"d h u d f('t"lin.II:", p,:ul i( u lar h- o n
G:xJdlfl~IO Jl " Il;ul. ) U..I ho w r1w..t." W('H' p laea lt"d
wa .. nm rn nfdnl - no dou h, n n p lllpO't'.
Walham ~ proha bl ) INod hl'> la lt'Il I .... p(' aet'lTlak ef
a nd aeeom pli,ht'd m ueh In '>t1()lhe a n lagon i..ms .

II i.. p u bl ic u'"po ll\ibili l it''' im lu ded dealin g wirh
rhe l\l a"'adlll 'o(" lI .. ad ht'lellh. The fru strat in g :
oft('n ramie a nd ir onic ..101) ' h a s been al readv
....·('11 told . Willi arm bv di~ni fi ("d arg umen ts did
hull' or nOlhlll g In pe rsu ade the o ffic ia b in
80 "10 n In a ba ndon their t iti n'ns ..out h 0 1 rhe
border Rea ..n ni nJr;; gave- W;I ~' 10 r r mluviun when
...lI fll ing and ,hnlllin~ Ix'g an O\'('r wh u h colo ny
wa .. In caprun-. hold p , i""IlI" r. a nd trv a sornerime
Pa wruxer revidem named Ri ( ha ld Cha..more.
,In used 0 1 \ a fiou.. t rime.., Pfln iden( e men carried
rhe dav b, re-.... mug Cha ..moll' fro m ~1a .....,](hu~ll\
offJ(lal.. ....-ho holdh 11;1,..('(1 Ihwugh tow n . T'he
rniccreanr wa .. held fOI uial under Rhod e lvla nd
juri<odi< linn . Willia m .. pruhahh suffered . a nd
ligh lh so . a .. a ('(In'>('(llIef1(t' of hi .. dema nd.. that
hi .. Ilt' ighlHll" unn Chavmore over 10 rhe- in\<tding
o llut'f" , He- ..u re-lv 10"1 pU''' " .e:t' b, fa iling 10
1ITl Il(IW hi .. pohc v, Infmub U'1:1 wuh ho pe .. of a
:\",.", EII~lalltl umlirauon unde r tilt" .\ la ' 'l.:lch u '>t ·u ..
.lI:oH·rr lll1l' Ill.~ ' .\ lIn Ih i.. h,lta.. he Ii'l l h Igh o lli(t"
and Wt'll! ha(" 10 m InIma l m('l holl .. 1m
('fl(01ll3~1fI~ ((H' IH'I,lI i' "1 fur li lt' publ IC glHIff.
nil "" o llt-II \\Ulll ll hi" o .... n w ....· Il. r h;l t h,. had a
gl'l1Ill11l' ~ Ih 101 al'I'I.';l llIl .1I: to p(·oplt" .. (011'0( it'IU'"
( ..1111101 II(' tknlt't1

RI'!,:I" W ill iam , ,... It·'lllillg t ili l('ll of Pl0 \,ldt'n c('
1'11."".111'> .1 di'lI l1l l1\I'lhl ..It ·1 o f o ai .... PI('tH(Up'"
linl1... ,11 111 11 11,,,,, ,lho u t h i.. pl. UI· III 1111' wOI III. 111
II II' I '; U I\ \( ', 11" Ill" d/,\olt·t1 m ilt h Iholl ~hl 10 Itn
ludlrlll ' lll'> o l ltll' - 1,llI'Il ' 10 h ulld h i.. hOll""'.
\\'hom II' \\'e1c"lIW ;I' 1 1t'1 ~h"' lI ' . h' l\\' 10 nul...f' ;\
I I\i ll .~ , h'l\\' t'l Illg, Hlil " IIII' 11 ;1 ..( 1'111 (O ll1 nHlIl i" al
1'1< !\idl"ll l l·. 11 i, i1Jlpo ....lhk to fo ll'l\\' hi .... tt·p"
pll"(I '>( ·I\ . \\'h ,ll lit' Wlllll' III ,/ohn \\'jlllinop ahllllt
li lt' 1!fI,blt'Ill ' hI" pl"l ll 'i'I 'd 111 g, l\!' l llnw n l ;tlltl ll w
\\';1\ .. Ill' lh' ,ug h t Ilf " l h l l l~ 111l'1ll 11'1111110111 \
,IP lwau'tl - II ill lllo{hf inilollll - ill till' lllWII
II'(OHI'> , II ;qJ IH'; lI" a, IhOIl .~h hI' I'M'Iled It.1Ider ·
, h lp "Ill cI-"f lllh Of] nUI l\ IHC 'I..itlfh , I)t'rbap' tu ,
rn" ..1 illll H'll ;1I11 ObJt'(li \( ' w"", llt' 1'0111 \ 01 g i,i llg
IIlldOlIll I;IIII ! rl .gl ll ' 10 ;11 1 ;ulm ll lt'll ;1" '>( 'Illl' r, 01
tlll' lo\\' 1I 1"0 11I ('",·l\ t· Ih l" IHliu \ til' ha d 10 allo w
'I H', ia l ath'1Il1 ; I~t · .. to Ih (" fil ..1 I\\'(·h t, II1t' lI who
J""It"t1 h im . li lli ' I I c 'allll ~ IllI' ..il U,llIoll Ih ,11
( ;IIl'>('t! h i.. 111, ...1 jl IO" ;U!l'1I qU 'IIII"1 .

Il l" hI il'l "('n iu' ;1" f dl~II'U' I" ,nl t't , unlort u 
lMlt-I\ , I.. " 111 1\' 11 irn IH'II(·t II, l it' WflIU' IHllhln g
,.htllli il Ih ,1I 'U1\ i\(''' , i'lli' , '\ id("fu I' I' IfUiit t't.1 a l
1x'~ I , h ('a l '>a ~ a l ..... flf..1. Alt t."r dq:xut lll~ fro m hi s
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pa'i III ernbr:« t' aduh hapuvm hv dipping, he
la ter hc'lu"t'd rhat the 1Tl1lli'lnial uffitt' lUI longer
had d-vim- '><llltlillll . Feu vear.. he groped ..piru 
ualh 101 an under standing 01 .....hal w orvhip
mighl be- authorivrd In (~OtL Fventuallv he de
t'itktl IIMI lit' mighl ~I)t'ak pubhclv as preacher.
lhollgh nUl ~'I\t' a, p';I'IUI of a thllf(h . ! ~ To.....ard
the end til hi, lilt, hI.' deli vered sermon.. regu larlv
10 ,Ul' O!W ""hn auended ,II Cocum...u..'tf)( . ~·

Ctllltt'l\ahh . IU' miglu h..'e al-,o prear hed in
Pfo\idt'ntt', Ihough the-re I" no evidence 10 vug 
gt'\! that he did .

H e ue-v e-r " bim d o lwd the- wrmonic 1011t' 10 hi\
nt"lghho!,. III, fll'l exram ep ictle advocated rhat
1O","'Il,foJl.. vubmn tll\'Jlllt"'l within the communi"
and wuhin rhe ( o h lll \ ro irnparual arbitrator...:n
lIi~ lllo,1 lalllou' 11'111'1 on r ivil authoruv w av a
'\("( ular homih . To t'xplalll w hv rehgion and
cOII... it·rl<t· ,houltlnol l)t, touched h~ the civil
gov emmem. he- t ornp"uNllht' ..ituauon 10 that 01
a ch ip. wht 'lI ' lilt" sapnun I1t"l..dod aurhontv for the
good 01 "III onh n\('r Iht' iU l io n , 01 Iht' ot'", and

pa"'t'n!,;"I'f\ , lIot Ilwil bl'III''' . ~·

If WillIam, IUt'ilt lwd (1\ ic till'" 10 h i.. Idlow
nllu'n, III !'lu \ld l' IIH', Ill" ilho eXJue"o,('d hilTlwll
10 Itwlll ill lour IlIlwr motlt' .. - blunI , a\'llllcular.
kind l \ , alltl \ lIul)t 'r,11 in'. SOlllel lOW" he addre..,t"d
Iht'Ul in 11\1" ..implt"\1 II'rm... " .. HI Iht,-,(, !t'(om·
nwnd.lt lolh: " I plil\ Iht, 10"-n to pUI\'ide ,om!'"
t'a~} W;l\' 101 lilt' tryillK of ,mill I fall"l'~" and " (hal
Ih ... It't, apl'0lllll'd in l tll' lo ..... n to ,Ill allOlney m <l \
ht' mod"'lalt'd"~Q

The anult ubr ITl,UItW' i, i llll~tra tt-d h\- 'OTTW
ad \i u ' to W illi a m Field , w ho h ad 1_K'en in (O lllro
\'t'l ' y ..... il h ~tll I lltli an '1\1'1 thf' IJl i,(' o f 'OIJ1f" land
rig h'" Aftt,) pl't 'lIadlllg Ihe Imililll to seu lt' for a
' lIIa ll 'lim, Wil li ,1I 1l\ Wtol t' 10 Fidtl , " :'\!t' lh inh I
,t't' <I li n gl' r o f Itll' ,\ 10 " H igh in th i~ p lm -id('IH f" ,
FOl lllt' l l\ Iw t1"IIMlldl'd a hll\'I' [2,"1 a ~ 11 t'llwm ht' r,

[n o ..... ] wil l Inl \\'ilh 2:JI. T h t' ..... tu ·d lIla\' 111m
aga lll . a mi if lhl' p l m 'idl 'lIft ' hI' I1q~k( tt'd , lht'f('
m in IItlI pt 'ij( t' hI' h.ld for Illany pOIlIlt"."1O

H I' (llolI't ti\! ' nt~II Ir1t' 1 ,Ippt'an'd fn't llll'llIly . 0 11
(Jilt ' u(a,wn Ill" i1,knlltll' low II Illt"t"lillJ;!; 10 exetl a
"fa llw r l\' tilll '" (I\t 'l Ih n '!' WIlllll'n . The llr~ t , a n
adllll , 1II( h lH'tl In .....a rd matf imO Il\ wilh a yo ung:

man 0 1 t1 n~'IIlt "t1 w;ln .lIlt l l lo uth bat k"''''Olllld .
Bt't ,1I 1 ~' bOlh IWI Llllwf ami m Olhn had d lt-d.
\\' il l iitlll ' .....anlt·J lht· ItlWIl III il"ume Ihe tU'
loman l);lIt'llla l dilly uf ilHluning: mlo Iht·

,uitm' .. limt'" and defitlillll: whether 10 a llow 01

for bi d rhr- m<lniagc. The seooud was a widow
wuh \uung rlukhen 10 rai\l' , fUI whom the town
vhould ma lt, vuu- ' ha l her hu..band'c imeruions
fOI hi, Iarmlv vhonld III;' rar ru-d our . The th ird Wil~

a woma n who hat! gtlll(' insam-. \\" i ll ia m.. WHlIt'

In Ihe town ml't' lmg: " :'\1\ reque" i.. rhar von
wou ld be p leaved 10 lake wh.u i, kit of hers into
HHH own hand-, and appoint ,ollie 10 o rder il for
her \IIppl}', and . if II rnav be , some pubhc ac t of
mercv 10 ht,! llI'lI'"ilit" via nd upon record
alTlOnl{,1 IIII' 1JI1't1 illli ,I( 1,"1 it metnful town . that
hath receive-d m im\ merrre.. from heaven and
remembers lhal ("' I' know 1If)l when ] our wrves
mav be ""idow \ and om t hildren orphans. vea .
and tJUf'ehn l)t, deprived 01 all or mo,I 01 out
H'it\oOIL tx-ton- we- RO from hence. ex cept merrv
from Iht, (~txl of .\ktcil'" pte-vern il. '"' 1

Tht, \iIllPl'l ilU\t' mode allln!';" with some re
dl"t'fIImg ,idt'~ of \\'ilhilllh', ( h,H,H 11;"1 , tame oUI
in hi, 11I1Ig: di vpute wilh W ill ia m lI a n i.., a di ..
pllll" lhal made W ill i" m , il leader uf pan of Itu:
IU"" i1!,;" ilin'I ItII" " "I. r h t, COnlt'..1 bfoughl OUI
W ill iitm" , ught"1 \I'mimr'nl' - olllrag:t' a l
hit\illg: hi , 1Ilt'1Il1l1\ ,lIIatkffi and hi, imporlant'e
dl 'nig:f;lIt,t!, , t'll· p i l} lI\1't! 101 ma nipula lln' emh.
ami an Hlll 'n\l' h.tlll'll u ' lIderNI more \ i\-id b\ ..kill
III l"lfll{ " -OIt"- I k prohably tw" u -d Iht, trulh 10

,el\l' h i, 11iI"ioll, ,olfwlhi ng: he did on no othel
di,tl'luihlt, IKTit..ion . Among llll' (hoin' attac k.. o n

1I,1Ir1 ' , W il li am, "HIll', "hi .. lonKlIl' i.. ,l\ fo ul " ..
h i~ IWII \"i lh tOfl\ I,UlI itlld IOillh v JIlw rt" vi l ing ' of
a ll tha I t ro" h im," ;uldi llg: the ,<,(l id t' ass erTion
th,lt , illlt' Il arl i.. hild lwl'fl d i~ f ra nf h l ..{'d b}' th t'
town o f I'r o vi dt'IH( ' , " he b,o h liw'd in lht' wotxls
u ntil Iht , yeal 16:-16 o r lh t'lt'ahollt '> a nd, as so me o f
h is frie n d.. hit H' n fu' li ' aid. l ikt" a nother
NdJll t h;ltlllt 'l lal, flo t IiI fot tht, ,nt- it'l}' of m l'n ." l2
1' t'lh ,lp' lht, h(,..t wa, W ill ia m ,> ' s de..tl iJlt ion in
lti79: "T hai plodtKY o f p ri dt' and ..wr~IIlg:, \\' .
Il af l i" whll ht' inK a ll im p lldt'1I1 mor ris damet i ll
Kl' I1 1, IIl1tll'l Iht, ( 11M l tlf 'turr ilil us j t'~ I " ag:a lnSI
thl" hl,hop Rot into a flill:h l 10 1\'t'w Eng:la nd, a nd
u nder a ( 10,11. of '('pina lioll got in with m}'sd f.
till hi, ,<'If t'mh a nd rt·..l lt'\\ ," ife and ;u 1<1\1 h i..
alllt' i,t ica l dl 'n\"i llR IIf hl';)H '1l and hell m ade
hOIlI;"'1 \11111.. 10 fh fro m him ," n

P;) radoxi(all~ lilt" It lll !; COIlIt,..I showed W ill ia m s
al hi, tll'"t , it, an IInM'l(ish dlil lllpion of ho n t'sl y
HI dt"ah ll!';"s wi lh IIU" Xarragano;ells, a.. a ma n
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arde-nt Ifl provide a ,du!<t' for vicri ms o f n-hgious
r>l 'I \('( IHio ll , and a , a 1 >I ~l ilica l pl ea( her of ..el f
rnlrain t and ronu-nt me n t wi th su ffic iency. II i,
hard In a void drawlll~ Irom thi s na't\ wra ng le- a
r("'pinl ftll IIw m a n' .. \('n\e of r ivir- le" p()ll,i bil il~

and hi .. willin~nt''' 10 gt' l into a d i rl~' li g h t
in,lt'ad Ilf II'ue;lling into the pu rity o f ex tremi ...
prilll'ipit' , Iha l would hal e i••ol.ned him fro m his
(11111 III II IlIt \ .

Wha l is the meani ng o f the d ivervitv withrn
Rug t'l Will ia m ..' .. li fe? Hi .. mall' wor ld s illUSlrale
the lIim ..inl'"\" oflh(' common notion of a n ol de r .
vimpler :\ fIlt'r it a - a 1I00ion that ca sts a bla nd
golden glow on the IM\!. Sm ell there han' bee n
pu, J..et .. o f hucolil" isolauon in America . hu t Rogel

Will ia m s d id nor li ve in o ne. II i\ haldly possible
to Im ;lgille a life - (" \ Ill'( iall~' the life of a man
It"sidlllll: in a 10WII of a few hundred ..oul s -
at It'd UUI Oil m ote din't\(· \ Ia g;("';: wh en" events of
(osmit dime-u ..inn .. occupied h is th o u g ht s o n o ne
' Iag;t". onlv 10 be (Iuid dy ..u pplamed o n a not he r
In the , nuHt'''1 dela i l ~ o f neighborliness. T o m alt'
h i.. lift" a lo g i('al I on~i" lt' IU-Y under th ese con
d itiulI\ was a ll hUI impo wible.

William' d id nor hal t' a n exuaord ina rv variet v
of e leme m-, in hi , li fe . lie pr obablv did hal e a
Iew m or e ma ne-tv III ll't·p t rack o f than hi s neigh 
bor ... a nd hi ' drama tize-d ttlt' ele me n ts o f hi s hfe hy
mmi ng ph ~ \ ica ll~ hom stage 10 ..ta ge more often
rhan other.. did , In wvenre-ruh -r emurv America ,
mo ,1 adu lt s h ;ld a p lofus ion o f ronf erns. if only
twca ust' of tlU' 11('1 '(1 for lIlany ~ k i ll~ in a nearl y
st'lf· ..u ffi fi l'llt lIlodt, of li\'ing and th e c'hallen~e of
( rra ting: (Olllllltill ili t'\ l atht'r Ihan inheriting-
tlWJII . 1\10\1 JIIt'1l had to thinl o f [ng-li sh Ilt'ig-h·
hors, Indi an .., Rfl\'l·r n I1WllIs. prin"s in dislant
markt·t.., IMllil in in EnRland . and Itll' possihilit y
o f wa r - all o f .....hidl ilH'sC'<ll"ahl y aff!'ltt'd th t'il
li\'l·... l'\'t'n if Ih !'y had no sf>l'fia l l t'Jig- io us caus!'s
10 (oJllpli call' th eir thml.~h" . Will iam.. wa s a
,t' \'t' nt l'{ · nt h ·C I· Il HH ~ Amerit-an on a g:rand ...all' ,
not an oddit y.

T o find , Ilt h a fiKIIJ(' in Ihe Iilll (' to wn o f
PtO\'id l'llt e mi g h t 'tl'{'m improhahle o n fitsl refl t'c ·
lion , nnly l>l'fa u"t" ..uch t'min('nt pl'rsons are rale
e\'el ywlwlt'. A /it la Jlt( ' a t ">l lrTle of Will iam..'\
n t'ig;hho l\ fl'\ t'a b a , u rprisi n g- numlx-r \ imi lar ly
('a u/(h l lip in tht' ltn bu lence of Ih e limes.
Willia m s' s hrothl'l Rohen remain .. a <,h ad o wy
ma n, ~'t'l \u T\'i \'infl: e, idem 'e aboul him hims

..u ong ly at th n ug;hts r hurned up h y reli g-ious
radicali sm dur in g the- P uri tan Revol ut ion . And
there wa s Grt'goq' Dexter , the London ptmu-r
who ermgra eed w hen Will iam s returned fro m hi s
filSt mi ssion to the impe rial capita l. Dexter had
b-en in th e midst o f th e \ piril u<ll Ierrneru a nd
probably C3 \1 hi .. lot in Providence a s a p lace o r
like-mi nd ed pt'r \()J1 ", 01 eo ncide ra rion mig h t be
given 10 John Throc kmonon wh o wandered in
tra de a nd reli /(inn : the m imsrer Thomas J ames
wh o staved on tv bri efl v: tbe mv sterio u .. Edward
Co pe : (If Richard Scou. who married a vister of
Anne H utchin son a nd became the lOw n's fi lS!
well -kno.....n Quak er . Xearlv a n ~' in divid ual in
ea rlv Pr midelJ( e abou t .....ho m in forma tio n ca n be
found lived a ..lorm· lm \l"'ll life on bo th sides o f
the Arlanur . ofn-n in two 01 more com m u mties in
the Amer ica n colo n ies . a nd c hen in sh ihing
relauon 10 Ih t' limn a nd eddies of the Puritan
moveme-nt .

Acma llv Roger Williams wa s like h is neig h bors
in many wavv. exe m p li fying their cha rac teristics
in a grea ter degr ee . lie was more ac tive than thev
in th e reli giou-, developments of hi s da y. more
pervist ent and rigorous in pursu ing idea s. mo rt'
wide-lv tr av e-led , more honored 01 a t least more
observed in hi .. co mmuni rj and co lony, more
burdene-d with public responsibituies. more
auenu ve In the grand eve n ts in Europe. better
able to gain influence in En gland , slowe r 10
reconcile hirnwlf to tlt'in~ a n o h ...ure American ,
and far mort' /(ih rti at aniculating hi s Ihou~ht s .

lit' wa \ nOl tilt' \I'rt' ne ~ra)' /(ia n t tha I eXlend\ a
~rall il t' ht'ul'diClion o\'er Prm'idem {" from Pros
IM'( t TI'Ha( l:, but an intense man , acti\'{" on many
\laKl' s dlUill~ a lonl( publi(" lifl' , lit" wa s sincere
and l'\'el1 plOpllt'ti(" in tht, su m mer of 1636 when
hI' Wtot t,. "1 dniJl' 1101 to slee p in security and
dream o f a Ill'\! which no hand ca n reach ." For
him. Pro\'idt'nn' wa .. lhl' JXlim where :iix worlds
m('l, Illtl th JlIOJl' a bast' ror anion than a tduKe .
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R' lI(t" Wil ha n]' 10 j " l1 n Win lhrop. L A"K. 16.'16. in
John Ru" d l B'"II..n. rd.• ~ Lol·lI..a of RO!/:f'T Wilhams.
1632· IM2.~ " " hl /r dl " "' .' of Ihf' ,\'a TT/:I":'d 'u ",/ Club.
6 \ . lP,O\ idf'Ott'. lllh6- IIIH ) 6, 6 (h..reaf ter rited a.
S CI-' ~ ) . ["" Ill ' ,,1 ,11/' and 111t' 0 111"" 1t'Ilf'ts quoted In

1111' a rl irl.. have IltTlI m•• lt'tnum In ' 1lf'll in ll: and
pUll< ' u," ",n . m,m ll" ,il'l dbbn',.-ia" ....., ha ve bIT...
ex pand•..t. and numeralv hd '"f' been 'flf'lI<'d o ut h..K"

'''flabl". Ci ,al i"ns d 't' 10 pubh,h<'d rar h..! tha n manu
'fUpl I""",

TI1.. rdea I", Ih" anuk lam.. lrom , t'adinj1; th e
uupubhvhed manll" Upl "huon of Willi a m. ' . leners
edu..d b. B'ddl" ld.' \ ....11 . .. h........rud ruon I h;" ..
u.....t Irnlll t'llIh III, ldbc", .. '.., .. imTlW'n\(' h· \-..llLllbl..
p",ndilll/: u....Iul n"l.... and eOl1nl1nnl/: t'\limal'" of In..
WI'" "f und,llnll..net

.\ n e-a, II..r 't'''/Iln of Ih" all1< I.. " 'a. p tesemed a' a
leetur.. al th .. R h" d.. h l"nd loi l' lOn e,, 1 SOl if'l ~ on :\pri l
27 . 19711

2 RW 10 1.." .1\ j,,,," 8d, n n l/: lo n . c, Apr . lti29. '\"1"11."
f:n l{ ldnd " "',,nu ld"d ( ;"nf'alOl{lCdl Rt'/(, u tn n
(juh 1&19 ): 3 16· 3 UI

3 RW If) I~, BarnnRl..n. 2 .\Id ~ 1629, X t'lJ.'·En,;:/d"d
H u , and r.f'n Rt' /(, 0 : 31l1·320

~ RW 10 .\11" " ....dl.." . ,,"'habh ltp, 16~2 , SCP 6:
2.'17 ·2~0

s S C:P 6 2~3

6 Sadlf'1I1fl RW . n.d.: RW 10 \adku . probdbh , ,,m m..r
1652 ; <';ad l""10 RW , n d .• RW I" S,ull"i , . 11 d.•
proba hlv ....illl ..r 16 '>2 3; S CP 6: NO·249

7 Sad ku 10 R W. n d .. :"CI-' 6 : 249·252.

II RW If>W,n lh l<'p . 24 ()( I . 16.'6: RW In Thoma , Hinc llq ,
4 J uh 1679; RW 10 Sunon Blad ,ul't'I . 6 ~Ia , 16112: SCP 6:
7·13, ~%·3~. 40.'1·406 ,

9 RW IU GI '"II:on n..,.I..t , /I \rPI or 7 ( li I. 1 6~2 , scr
6: 236. Scnptural li rali on i ~ 10 R.., . II : \.'1 . :-;Olf' thar
rh.. prnp ll<"~ lIl ll: and Ih r lilllll /il " f Ih.. wimr , ,,,,.
OH ur. bdor t' Ih i, "r-I \<, in Rf' \ . I I: ~ ,7 .

10 Rw 10 j "hn Win lh lOJl J I., 6 Feb 16~9 t;o ; R W 10
Wmlh",p jl .II .Wpl 1660 ; SCP 6: '07·~0 1l. " 10· 312

II RW 10 Brad stree-1. 6 Ma ~' 1682. Ncr 6: 406.

12 RW In Winlhmp, f. 14 jun.. Ui.'II. :--'C1'6: 10.'> cr.R W
to G..n..ra l COIlt! " f Malia, hUWll S, u.d., "lol/;lbly 0<'1.
1651. :\fep 6: 2~1.

Ij RW 10 G..n..ral Gmfl of Mil'\;I,hll'>C"m, IS Nov. 165~.

Jlldrhl,uorl Pap".,. 2 v. ( Boston. IKIl.'» . I : .'110.

14 RW 10 HlI1rkky." July 1679 . NCP 6: .'196·397 .

l ~ RW 10 Si l 11..1111 " au " a nd WUll h rop. I . I :'II;" 16:n .
r-;CP 6: 16 ·17 .

16 [ .It .. RW to Willlhr" p " 9 ....·1'1 1637. S C P Ii ' 62·63.

17 RW 10 W'nlh,..". ' jllh 1637, :-;C P 6 II

18 RW 10 Winlh",!,. 211 . ..b 1637 II, SC:P 6, 11M Cf RW 10
wrmhrop. o.. I\H't'f1 jllh dnd ( ),.I 1M2. SCP 6· 2

19 RW It> WlI1lh lOp . I II j un.. 16'11, ....CP 6: 101

20 RW lfl \\'i nl hmp Jr .• 2S On lti49 . RW 10 G..""'r .. l
Coun 0 1 :'Ild'\;Il h ll\<''''. 'i ( l.1 1t>-I9 : ~CP 6. 1l'lti. 270 
2i2. 27~·276

21 RW 10 Gt' " ..,,,1 (".ntUl fli :'Ib , .... h " ....n-, ~ ()(I 16.'>4 :
RW lfl W IIlIh",,, J r.• 6 Fe b 1659 t'iO ; RW I" "ii,
Rob..n Can . I \Id l . 1M'> h. S(:P 6 .276.307. .'I2L "2:t

22 RW 10 a '(I("( ,a l Court.of COmml\\lOn.." . c 17 :-;'"
1677 . m fJ..nt , \fdrnn n..11.1" ' . nI., RfJ~f" II 'III/a m , ' ,
wCh 'lJl,.,.mr;:J md 4.. " '" C h,ut.drlJ.w 16-fS. Rhod<'
lela nd 1I1\1" n u l Tra, " . S o . II rP, ,,, ,,k nee, I II.'! I I. 57

23 '·"'0" UJ In ha bna m v ,of rh.. Cnl,,", uf R hod f' " 1;,"d .
l.l . ..b 165.'1 4. S (:P 6 2.'>7·25 11

24 Bradlord F .....an . Tht' Cdtf' 0/ Ruhd.d Chd,mm~

"lid ' Lon ,,:, n,rk (Prm IM nct'. 1 94~ l ,

2~ Edm und S :'Ilm ltan . ROI{f" WIII/d" " , Th f' Chl..r h d"d
,h" {; 'dl ~ (:" f''' Yml . 1% 71. 39·.'>6.

26 RW ' 0 Brad vrreet . 6 :'Ila\ 1!i.II2. S CP 6: t04

27 RW 10 T" ... n 0 1 Pr fll " l" f1f t'. :':11 Au I': It>-II'I. s cr 6:
149·I SI

~ RW ... T .. ...n " I P"""t..". ... nd .. p"rhil l>'> 1fi.14. ~CP
6: 2711·279 CJ RW I" th .. 1'0"11 "f P,mi,s..ne.., Co .\ UR.
16.'>4 ; RW If> n.,m..1 :\ hh,, ". I '> jan . 1611 1 2: SCP 6:
262·2tif1. IO J.-IO ~ .

29 RW lfJ T n...'n of Pr m lll..ncr . • I .'10m . 16.'> 5. R .1.II .S.
Publl r a/w 'll . S . S (I 90(J) II : 16 1.

so RW In William Firld. I ~ ...·I" 1649. R.I.IL<;' . 1" 0
....f'd"'I(.I. 11177 ·111711 ( I,11711 ). 62.fi ~ ,

31 RW It , T " .. n "f PWlld""l r . 2'.? Jill . 16'J1l I. SCP 6:
2tJ7·209: Btadlrud F. "iwan . " R" Il:'" wilham, and Th..
In -ane.~ HI'od~ h i/HId II HI"1)' .'> (jlll~ 1946) 6.'> .6i.

'2 R..monvnamr- and 1.·li' i,m "f I·own of PIOI·id..ll<'r ro
Cm'I'mOI ,mil Coumil "f Rh,.1t- hl.llld .:':II Aug , 16611.
f:a, ly Uf't tltd.1 of Iht' T OI1.'" of "ml,ldencr , 2 1 \'.
(P" l\ id r ll' ''. tll~r.? ,191 .'» I.'> : 122. That Ihi, do. umeru
w<\, wnuen I" Willian" i \ , ho"' n in F.arl ~ RU lfd.1
3: I~l

.'I" RW 10 Hirn kl..v. 4 jllh 1079. ....CP 6: '97-.'I'bl

I
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John Howland: Pioneer In the Free
School ~fovement

Occa-ionallv an individual ident ifies himsell so
completelv ,... irh an idea OJ 010\"('01('01 thai u s
goal, art' (('alilt'tl Ihtl)U.~h the che-er force of hi,
pt"ni"t'fll will . Other v manv wrnparhize and even
cooperate with vuch an indi vidual. but the move
mem ' \lKU'\" i .. the ft'\ull of an abili ty [0

combine influenr ("; and organise popufar sen n
ment , and of a dri\'ill~ t'nt'n~~' thai J("flN '" to ~.. ield
10 ob"ladt's r reated 11\ econom ic . pol itica l. a m!
socia l lon-e.. in rhe- envi ronment Joh n Howland
epuomues rhi .. r lasv nf ind ividuals. The success of
the tree crhool movement in Rhode leland wa ..
h is personal tri umph .

lI islOria ns h.nr IWH" fu ll y e xplored Howl an d' s
role in rhe Iree '" hool movemem .! Howland's
persona l are ou nt , recorded a t the a g:t" of n inety.
mort" tha n fOTly -'f.'H' n yea r.. after th e eve n ts rook
pl ace, hOI .. b e-n th e ma jor sou rce o f informauon .s
Thi .. 3(TOlllH, quoted in il s t'nt irt' ly o r Ireetv para 
phrased . ha.. not been anal yzed , interpreted, or
expanded throu gh an exami nauon o f o ther
hi storical ..ou rr e... Although the chronicle of
Ho wla nd ' s pan in the frl'" school movement th a t
pa st hi storians hOI ve acreprcd is en te-r tar n ing . i t is
de void o f an y examination of econo m ic . pol itical.
and socia l issu e.. involved in Iht' str uggle. of
personal fa(l orS lh ;1I influl'lln-d Ho wla nd in h is
leadt"hhip role. and o f Ih t' t'1lH'fg elll philosoph y
o f lif (' and I'tlui';u io n Ihat g ui dro h im.

Dur in g the sevt' n lt't·nth a nd ei.'!:hteenth (-en
llIries, Rhod(· hbnd ' s <,( hools \'o'('fe private \'en ·
lu res assislt'd and nUTlured b y Iht" IOwns and
su p ported by ftts c hargro to Iho X' wh o a tte nded
th em. T owns o fferl'd li mill."d aid . fro m bu ildin g
a nd It"a sin.'!: <,( hool.. ro .'!: ua ra lll("('ing pan o f Ihe

ef n lKis X. Ruu o is oil prol~uor of nfllCil tion oiI l tM
Uni .nsi,yof Rhodt- h b nd.

by Fran cis X . R u .uo·

\( hoolmavrer 'v salarv . wh ile local governments
re'U~ni/ed an obligation 10 encourage <,('hools
and 10 provide ..onw a....ivranre. lht") a ....umed that
pr imarv n-spon ..ibiluv for educauon of children
re-..ted with pare-nts Iarmlie.., and imerested indi o
vidualv . Eihoill!( th,'\(" v-nnmenrs. the colonial
and late-r the ..tate General A..semhlv limned irs
a .., isla lh e In aflo.... ing lotu-rie-, 10 raise mo ney for
school bui ldinl(s. 10 gfaminjit m corpcra rio n
cbaner.. for irhliluliun .. o f leam ing , 10 prm-iding
a room ill Iht" P rovidence Colonv HOII ~e 10 be
used for a library . a nd to exern pung from ta xa
lio n prope-rtv uv-d for educa tio na l pur pO'it'~ .1

By lilt' end o f rh e l"if(h ll"t'lllh remurv. most
Rhode "la nd 10\'0'11\ had p rovi ded n t"(-('s..ar)' loca l
a id to in ..ure the opera tio n.. o f o ne or more fee
( ha rg inf( o;ch(Xl!s in their a rea . hUI tow n residen ts
remained rel ur tant to broaden the bast' o f loca l
assistance a nd 10 establ ish tax -..upported. free
sdlOols . In Pro videnee, alll"mpts tow ard this end
were made in 171i7 and 1791. The flr sl effo n was
" rejected by the pfMllt'r so rt o f the people" o f th e
town , a nd th e seco nd lai led becau se the leg is
latiou larked p rov ision for a la x or appropria tion
Tlt'u ' ..sarv for su pport o f th e ..ch ools. '

Rhode Is landers' relucta nce 10 esta bli sh lax
, u p{)()f!ed, frt't' sc hools ca n be Ilan'd 10 deeply
fOO led I"(-ollomic , IX)lili cal. and soc ia l forces,
Durinf( Rhodt' Is land 's fim ISO years. it s
('("onomy wa s ad\'ers ly aff«ted by Ind ian wars,
in teR ol on iaJ jt'a IOll\ies, and Ih l" R t"volutionaf)'
War, Sm all fa rmers wl"rl" \'ictims o f IWO major
Indian u p ris inf(s a nd o f a llt"m ph by Con neCli(lIl ,
Ma s...u-h u\l" lIs, a nd Pl ymoulh 10 St" iU" th l" ir lands.s

Thl" (olo n y wa s desolaled a nd PfO\: id l"nce wa s
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burned In th e Ind ian wa rs , while in the Revolu
rio na rv Wa r the townvpeople of Ne ....-port and
o ther ate-a.. a lo n!/; rhe HMSI suf fered occ upa tion .
desrnnnon. a nd bloc kade hv the Briti sh .· At ....·ar ' s
e nd . th e vtate wav It'll wit h a heavv ta x burden. a
la rge debr . and Ie....-er res iden ts. a nd il s govern
nWIlI fell under th l' r omro! of pa per monev
ad\'ocatl's who i..surd la rge quan n ues o f worthless
m o n ev.t A la rge '>t'"JI: mf'1ll of Rhod e Isla nd's
popu tauon , havmg ex perienced economic ha rd -
..hip rhrnughout rhe vear.., developed a gene ra l
ani rude of tf',i, ta nct' towa rd es ta blish me nt of an~

public mvuruuon-, - ..U( has tree <,(hlXlb - thai
would req u u e an addi tional tax burden .

Rhod e hland 's poli tical hi..lory wa s marked by
the in,i..ll' lll I' of 11\ founding Iather-, upon the
separauon 0 1 rhurr h and Sl<tle. :\lo\ ed bv Ro ger
Will iams' s im iRhl that "man shou ld look
through orga nized gov e rnment di r("("t1~ , 10 th e
author a nd ruler of his I.M.'iIlR - to God," early
Rh od e Idander.. e-m braced a bel ief in the soul
l iheTl~ o f t"H' T\" ind ividual - th e ge rm in a l id ea
for th e pri m ipb- of lihl' II) ' in i t.. widest mea n ing.

Rhode Ivlaud er.. ca me ro view sou l libenv as
extendi ng bevond Ireedom o f Iauh and worship to
include freedom o f th ouRht a nd spt'N:: h in eWI)'
legiuman- form . Thl')' be-lieved rhar however g reat

and ruag tufiren t ti ll' o rga n iza tion of th e sta te may
be , man wa s \ ti ll Rrt'a u' r. Indi\'iduali sm , mani·
fes.t'd in I(x'al ' UPIMI" o f p ri\'al e dforh in publ ic
ed lK;tl io n , ....'a \ fu n hl' r rt'f1eCled in Rh(xle hland ' s
polili(-al OlKanilat ion - a con feder alion o f
lo \\'n S, t',H h o f which jt-aloml y g ua rd f'd Incal
riKhu. ami jlli\il('I{ t's aK<lin't infri ngeJllent:> by
(ol Clnial. a nd ''!In...I..ll t' KO\' t' rn n ll'n l. ~ Rhode
Island ' s IOwn .. \-it'wI'd with ..u\ p i(- io n sugges lio ns
of ff(~ ' , choo l k gi sl;i1l011 lha l wou ld require Iht'lll
to l'\tahli ..h Mh()ol , fo r \ la le a id a nd, in turn,
('xp;lIld ..tat t' ( onllol int n ,Hl art'a that had alwa ys
bt't'n l('st'rvt"d to t'a( h town ' s jllri..dirtion .

Th lt't' cla ....l·.. co m p riM'd Rhode hland ' s foo c ia l
\tl u n UIl'; plant a tion o wnt' I" a nd n l lllll ry Illt"r
r ha nls in IOwns al onR Illl' Wt'SI sidt' o f ~arra ·

ga usell B<t y: a rt i\a ns ...hopkl't'Ix·rs, mecha n ics , and
..mall manula( IUU'I.. wh o a lso le..id ffi in lowns
a lmll{ th e ba\'; <t nd sma ll larmt'(\ o f thl' illl n ior
a nd Wl'stt'In 1>'1.11. :\ft'T( ham s and pia ilia lion
o \\'n('r.. I)( "~ ''' \l'd llt'U's"lIy lTle<tns a nd t' lljoyed
sll lfi( it' llt k i..lIH' 10 a ltai n cu hi ,'a tion thai would
na turally It' sult " fro m in lt'r cOUr'>f' with eac h other

and with th e he ..t informed men of Rhode Island ,
a nd fro m th e IM)\M~ \f>I On of p riva te lib raries, for
th a t da y, lar ge a nd exn-nvive ." Thev sen t the ir
ch ild ren 10 pri vate schools. a nd rhcv were u n wilJ
in R 10 I M \ for Iht, education of others. Arti san..
a nd shopkl't' IM.·tf> bet-arne part o f th e e me rgi ng
cia .... of mec ha mc s a nd ..mall rnanutacrur er-,
during lh t" 1750... Bv Illt' e nd o f the Cl'IIIUTy- , a ..
th i.. group real ized us potcnna! for wealt h , me-m
lx'l s "devired rhe- Iu nher develo pment o f cha rac te r:"
a nd '>Ought "rhe use of Iho\{' [educatronal ] rnea nv
bv whir It th i.. dl;'sir(' migh t he gratified ."? Th ev
larked suffiri!'nt ....-t-alrh 10 a fford priva te educa
lion and were too ' ma ll a grou p to foul" the
t"IIaC Im t'1II of h ee to( hool kgi..laucn .

Sma ll Ia rmerv compn-ed the la rgest class and
pmses-.rd the least wra it h . T hev had " bu t few o f
the rom Ion.. a nd lux urit" of life ," and th eir "o n lv
oppcnuniries of adding 10 their kn owledge ....'ere
thrir reJigiOll\ rnee nugs. th eir to wn meetings. a nd
the coun try COUTIS." Deprived of ed uranon in
their o wn c hildhood , a nd lac king means 10 cor
rect rlwil intellectua l a nd c u lt ura l ..bon ccmings.
tht"), rega rded ignorance "a s th e badge or imelt er
IIMI a nd ..piritual h !'t"f.!nm , a nd lea rning a s rhe
sil{n o f a pharisaic al a nd sla vish bo nd age.rw
Oppo,illK fret' schools as a n unnereasar v la x
burden , rlw y vie wed t'tl uc',ll io n p TO\'idc'tl by sllch
~( h(M.) 1s a s IOlall y ullIel <t tl'd to (h t'ir Ill't'd s. T he
'>C Kia l ('!n ilnll lllt' lII of Rhode hland OPt'T<Hl'tl
a l{ai ll' l ally attt'lIIpl 10 e\la bl ish fn 't' schools. The
mo~t infllll'llIial Krnu p~ - pl alllati on owner~ a nd
slJl,, 1I farmt' T\' - sHo nKly 0ppo~c 'd thl' frt't' fodlOOI
mo \'C'mt'lH , whilt' tlw k a sl ~ igni f ica tl l g ro u p 
~h Clpk t't:' I ll' lS, m('eha n i( s, a tid sllla II ma nll fa( IIIrei ~
- ....'('akl y fo u p pollC'd i t.

John HowlaT1d' ~ mit, wa~ nilical 10 th e stlf cess
01 th t' (ft'l' \C hool tllO\ t'llwnt In o \'t'Homin g lhe
oppm it ioll ~1'lwratC'd hy thi s economic political ,
and \C leia l t·I\\,IIOIIUWIl I. Horn ill ~('wport , Rhod e
hland . 0 11 OnnlM'1 ~ I , 17:)7, Iw wa \ tl1l' fo urth 01
t'i gl l1 (·h ild lt ·n . Il i ~ pa lt'nts, M')f-l'dllca lt'd an d o f
Ilux!t'ra lt' UW,UI\ , l:lllK!lt h im a l an ea rl )' a ge
l udill1 t'llt s 0 1 H';uhu K a nd wl ili nJ!; ,mel senl him 10
a pri \'a lt' 'A hfK l1 1m S("t'ral mnlllh \ when h t' wa s
It'll )e,u, ol d . .-\ IlWmIM'1 of th e Rl'\ernn! Samut'l
Ilopk in..' .. ( oIlKtq~alion . h is lalht'l brouKht h im
til hea l ~'rmHlh of ..lIch p l(lInim-'1lt ml' Il ;l ~

Gt'Ol I{I' Whi ld idd , JOS('ph Rdla m, . a nd Ella
Sti ll" . lit' ,11,>( 1 illtroduct'tl h im IU rlw Rl"'-l' Tl·nd~
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William Vinal and Gardilwr Thurston who
allowed h im , Il H'SS 10 Ilw ir pr-ivate hbraries rh at
welt' among Ih t' fint' ~1 in rhe a rea.'!

Shorrlv after hi .. twelfth birthdav . Ho w la nd left
Xewpon a nd became rhe apprentice 0 1 Benjamin
Gladding . a Providence hairdre..wr . ill s a p pn'l1
rice ..h ip was div rupted h~ en fist me ms in rhe
Con rmeru al ar my for lh n'e d iffr-rem ca m paign ..
d uri ng rhe Revoluuouar j War . lit' en dured the
ha rdships of lh t· ....-imer of 1776, Iougtu under
GeorKe Wa sh in g: lon at Trenton and Pnnr eton.
and participate-d ill two expedinons again-a
Xewpo rt in 1777 and 177~ . Thew unerrupnon
prolonged hi .. appren li(t·..h lp fOl over thnre-n
yea rs. b UI lhi s ex tended trai ning period PIUHod
ad va nrageou.. ;I .. it prov ided ampk- o p p orntu uics
fo r <;fM ia l intercou rse wu h rhe haird ressj ng ..hop' ..
cuvromerv. Freq uen te-d h\ Pro vid e-nc e' v rno sr
promine-nt a nd influennal men . ( ; Iad d in l/: ' .. ..ho p
served a.. a hterarv a nd pofincal exr hange-.
a ffording Ho wland a n 1I 11 11..uall ) ri rh educ ational
eXIM'l it'me. H e vu pplemented h i.. karninR in the
"long win ret even in gs ... by !t'<tding book .. o f
biogta pb v. tr ave-l .. a nd hi story, ' .. hy add ing 10
h is li mi ted knowledge Ilf atrthme-ric , a nd h \
(p rarticing} cum posilion .HU

Howland furmli lalni h i.. p hi lmophy o f li fe a nd
l'<hll'a lion dm in g- lhest' H'a rs. SimI' t:' h i ld h(Mld
wht'n Ill:" had allt'll d ed Ih l:" ..nmollS of lIopkill ~

and Whilehead , wh o wt'rt' " I.M,s llt's of Jonalhan
Ed ward s. ht' ha d t'm br;HI't1 C.ah 'i n ism's o n h'Klo x
do((rine'> a nd Edw ardian idt·a li..m . l ' H e hdit'\ ed
in a n a ll-delt'rm ining God ....-ho nt'a ted a design
throll~h wh it:' h He operatt'tl and led men 10 a
di\'inrl)' a ppnilllrd e nd . h,s.elllia l 10 lh is di \ ine
d esil/:Jl wen' Ihe Ia w ~ o f nallHt' - idl'as in Ih "
mind o f GOI.i lhal wer e t's ta hl i..h, 'd in tht · world of
m'lIl ..fwr God H ea ted il. Ho wl and had aho bt"('n
in fh lt'lIn-d ill Ih t,Sf' earl \' \'l'ars b\ lhe Bible , ....·hi dl
he had O1a ..tt'n '<l ....·hile learnin~ 10 read a nd Inile.
a nd b.. Bun yan ' .. P, l ,l{Tlm ' ! P ro.l{ft'_H. Hi .. fami l
iaril ) ....·i rh lh t'S(' ....·or h rt'i nfout'd hi .. rt'jerrion o f
ind i\-idual frt, 't!nm and hi s exa lted "i l'w of di\'int'
authoril Y, PIlgTlm ' ! Progrt',U pro... idt't:l him Wilh a
modt'l for hi s o llK eplion o f di\'in t' d esign .
Bun yan 's ponra )"a l o f C h ris lia n'.. " lT lI~K It' aKa in,>1
Ihe \'arious forms o f e\·i1 a nd man ife'>lalio m o f
huma ll ....·eak nes .. 'l.t'rn-d a.. a p ro lo type for How
land ' s vision o f ma nkind str llKKli ll1/: 10 unfold tht'
di\' illt' d t'sign ;Ind 10 alla in happint'ss in lhi ~ life
and unily with G tld ill Ihl' next . Thl:" Bible pro·

vide-d him with a \ 1'1..io ll o f ma nk ind' .. h i, tm y a-,
a sac red dra ma in wlli l h l.od W,I, rhe d , a mati"l,
di ,t 'I"" . a nd audienre. Ho wland ...aw ma n ' ..
..rru .l;::gle <I'> ,t ronrinuanon of li lt' p lOl ill rh ...
"<H led drama . li t, alec believed thai the diville
:It'sll/:n would make 1)(I ibk ttu- happine.... of man
.md hi .. uhiman- nni rv -irh (;1)(1. 11 1...oHt'r III life,
Howlaud'v t'Xi llni llillioll of Willia m Elkty
C hallJ lill ,!!;" wt uiug s. ("'M't:iall y Iho'I' 100Ut'IlIiug
th e I-"tlerna li ",i t· ("OI1('epIlOn 01etMl, convi nced h im
rhar rhe all-dl' It'rmilllll~ d iviru- Ilt'ing was he-nev
olem and gl)(MI Goo's will moved inexofahh
toward reahrauon . white mall , it'> I ii .. den-rmmed
mvuumem. l ,nlil'd ou t lhe di \-illt, dt'~ig Jl_ I ~

Ho wla nd in 17K3 htTilllle a n offitt" o j rill '
lkw'\"ol t'lll ( ;nll ,!!; lt' ,!!;al iOllal SrM il'IY , a nd SI'Ill101l"
of Itll' Reverend .. f n ll.. If ill hi lMk, " a ..ll ll 1,1 lht'
Fil '" l .o ngrt'Kal iona l Churr h of Chri ..I, ;II1f1 Jamt's
:\Ia ll n illg- , p ll:"sitklll of 8ro....· 11 ( 'lIi\(>r..il\ , h-d him
10 hdie\e th a t educanon . as a di, melv.becrowed
(()(I I. Iari luared ronsu m mauon of thr- divuu
dt'S i.~ n, 1 6 H ihht (Mk' s hd id thar educanon uruvr
pTlll'illt' man " wi th the IIln~1 useful knowlrdur-."
0 IX'1I h is m ind " (0 Tt'( t'i n ' th e ligh l." a nd t'x,lmi nt'
ti ll' mnh "even of the .':Inriolls ~o"pd of Cir ri ..t,"
rlearl~ alllit:'ip,alt'd Howland ' .. o pinion, of I-tlLK<l '
lion <I~ a mt',m .. 10 prtnidt' mall .... ilh a knn"I('(I~('

of Illt't han i( 'Ut.., to mlll i\ 'al t' h im 10 I)("( olll t· a
"u~dll l " wml,t' l o f Sl"ll it' ly:' and 10 equ ip h im 10
rt'fOglli/t' di vint' [flllh lIy impirinK him 10 ;UI ep l
iLL' ~lann i nK ' s he lief in rill' tlt't 'd fOI a n l'thK,Ut'( l
ei lin'nn Ix 'e m "l:" a ll illt'il wt'l e "dt' Ilt'lJ(klll Ull tht'
inf<lllll<llion .lIld inreKrilY of tht 'il nl:"i~hl)(l1"," and
his bdid Iha l Hd isbu r 'i,(' IIWll h 11t'U· ......n In ljualih
the",," ind i\ id ua h for u 'ot'fu!nn s ..tu mi d bt' lIla(k
fro m ( Oll1l11on fu nds" Wt'W ref!t '( u,d in Il o ..... I,Hld ' ..
rOIlII'111ioll lha l ..(Kie ly' .. [('!a lilill III (,d Ula lill l1
spt"( ifie d lht , dUI\' o f eH't)' mall 10 'U PI)(ltl frt't'
S(-hnnl.. S() Iha l "IK(t't"<ti ll~ g:erlt'ral io lls wI~lI ld be
qlla li fit-d "10 i1(! Iheir patl .. in life wil h il(hallla~t'

to thl" publit:' ,m d rt'pUldlion 10 Ihr01Sf'ht''' .''l8
In 17K.} Howland o pt' ned hi .. o wn shnp and , ill

lhe sugge,>lio n o f S(" \Tra l p rom in t'1II t:'i l i/t' II",
I hatKt 'd h ig:ht'r pri ces lhall hi s t Olllpt· li lnr ...
Higlwr pril-es /(avt' In hi s 'Shop a di ~linni \"t, qual 
il\' Iha l a ll ral It'<l in fl tl('n lial I),ltrnm inri ud inK
10WII It'ad t', .. <tnd poli l it:' iam of ('\en - shallI' of
belief . :\ ~ in his <I ppre lll iu'ship \-ear.., Ho w l,lIld
d i g-t' ~It-d a ....·('all h of l.Mll il it:'al infn rma tion and he
all.li ned insiKh l'> inl O Ih t' t:'hara<lt'rS and o pi nion,>
of leading: mt ·Il.19
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It owland ' ~ mnia l etton .. a .. a ma ..ter hair
tlrt ','>('r pr ove-d lucrat ive and within two vear.. afte-r
he- had o pened hi s ..hop he purr haved from
C n,hom .I0lle.. a 101 o f land at 50 Bt'ndil St reet
lrir " 100 good ~ i1 \'t'r Sp,ani ~h milled dollar s" and
IJililt a two-story. woo dr-n houve. SOOIl hi s fina n 
.ial po vuion was "'l io u,ly undermined by Ihe
,talf", p;q.l('r money. Fro m ~1ay 178010 October
17H9, l lll' govemmem of Rhode lvland. rourrolled
II, IMIX'I mo ncv adnx at("" i" lll'd large q ua n u ue..
o f '•.-ollhlh' (U Henq a nd ,Ja' 'l'd la w, forcing 11 \
,II ( ('pla nO' av "legaltender OI l IMI with specie." T o
a void aHl'pt ing: thi , wort h le.... (ut lt' llq for hi -,
men b.mdise a nd 'iot:l\if(~, H owland in li8i clo-ed
hi' vhop JOlllinR 0111('[ metcba ntv a nd a rnsans
'" ho had di'\,(oruinued all b ll, jll t '" trall~t uons.
Il l' 1l'l11ll.'llt"llll 1Il liHt'!, bu t h i" h na ncial snuauon
h.1(1 <,() d(,tl' linratrtf th;lI he- ..old nne-hal f o f h i..
h'II I'>(' to John R lI~ ,e l1 for "one-hundred good

..i lver S panish ~hll d ollar ,>." 20
Fi nancial reH'r<,t'.. did not de te r hi .. ma ri ta l

p tlm. In 1788 he mamed ,\ b ry Ca rlvle, grand
t1<1tl ~htt'r o f james Frank lin , nhh-st brother of
Br-njamin Franklin . St'H'11 C hildn-n W{' T{' horn ill
till' fir st ten yea I'> of the- maniage . bUI four died
hdou' rlu- aKe o f lhlt'l' . Howland found hi s ill 
ClJllH' 't'H' lel ~ ta xed bv uu-d ir.rl bill v. buri al tees.
a nd till' t'XIll.' lht' of 'lIPJl0 lt lll ,~ a la lKe fam ily. He
u\ll i/("(1 ln- (ou ld no t a llurd to wn d hi .. three
r hildi en 01 v hool age- to pli \ at t' 'o<hooh - th e
nnh .oa ila bk- 'f hoo lmg a t th e time , T he mO~1

int'x'Jl'u"l\(' privan- ,t hool 0 lll.' rated by hi .. frie nd.
rill' Reverend j a mes Wil.... .n . r o ..t $2.:;0 per tjllarlt' r
fUI eac h s lrild - .111 addiuonal annua l ('Xpt'lht' of
at leacr nO,f l

Hnwland ' .. phi lo..optl\ and personal ex pert
( 'lilt'" led him 10 q uestion rhe communuv", failure
tn t"(hlt ,lIt' educa te Ih vou ng . li t, t)('!i(' , ed rhar
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because rhe wel fa re or the individ ua l and that o r
sociel)' we-re inex lril',lhl y tied . il ..•..as the soc ia l
d urv o r the pcopk- to provide rdura non for a ll
ch ildren . l ln le" c hild ren wen' educated . he wa s
convinced there would not ht· an en ligh tened
cililenr, In provide moral and civic leader..hip.n
Since he believed thaI educauon. of sacred origin .
had the di, ine purpll'ot' of factl itanng consum 
mation III the divine de ..ig n . hi, phi losophv Iilled
h im ..... ir h a senw of respon sibi lnv 10 d o all in h i,
power to ad vanc e tht, r-ause of educat ion .

Ho ..... laud deeply kh th e dcf iciemies o f h i.. earl v
educauon. Deprived or for ma l whooli ng : he- was
determined tha t hi .. chi ldren would no t la bor
under a virnrlar handicap. w ben hi .. finane ia l
circumstances would nOI allow him 10 wnd his
children 10 private 'I hools . Ill' wa-, dra ....n 10 the
cause 0 1 tree ..chollls - the ()n l~ opporurnuv for
" poor mec ha nics 10 pronHe ... [ed uc ati ona l]
advarnagev for the-ir so ns and da ughter .." wi th ou t
cOSl ?3

Ho w la nd was ;U(jU'l illlt"tl. with the a uiudc o r
Rhode Islanders "'h" oppoS(,j tree ,chools. P rac
ticing: hl\ trade. he he-ard diHelt'lIt rlasSt" in the
cocial 'pnuum e xptevv tbe-rr vie-w-, nn It'adll1!!:
i.... uev fllltlt' dav . lit" also deH' lopt"(j d ose m en d 
,hips wi th t'H lIlOlnlf, polit ica l. a nd "01 i,11 IC 'adel'
sudl a, G mel non Sl t'phen H opk in .. an d jaht'l
Bowen . A, St'mblnl1C 'n Stt' phc'n Olnt'y and Ch ri..
IOpher l.i pplH. lht' Re\('l t'n d jount''' Wih n n .
Theodore I-'O\ tt'l . Janws Bu nill . Jr. . j oh n BlOwn .
Richald Jacbon . Jr .. and Thoma<, P , h I·... St"\elal
of Ihe"l ' re!!:ular CU"lOmt'r.. a nd imima te friend ..
we re ill\o h t'd in Iht' 1""0 aHe mp'" 10 e..la b1l..h fr("('
'chooh in Pl m idelU I' prior to IROO, j ohn Bl nwn
and Chadt·.. Keelll:' in 1767 were n n th e' f 0 1l1 lTl iuf't'
res pon,i b l,' fo r t'tenion o f \C hoo lhot!<,t> ... Bo",'ell .
1I0 pk lll ". a nd :\IO\t·.. Bro wn dl:"lelm in ro rel':u la
lions rot ..chnoh. 1\.' ·l:"ne. :\10\1''' Bwwn , a nd j o hn
Bro wn were on the 1791 commlltt'f" re..ponsible
lor erf'Clinn o f ~hool ... wilh lIi lCho x k. :\It )'>t"..
Brown , Rowt'n, Fo ' lel . and ~Ia nnin!,!: compo<,ing
the regu l:ll io n ... T h('\' to ld H ow land aboul th e
soci a l a nd e[onom il' f,u tols lh at had co n tr ibUloo
to th eir railu re in 1767, a nd he willlessn i dil t"nly
lh e poli ti('a l fano n th a t frustra ted the ir effo rt III
1791. 1< Th('S(" eXJ>(' ri('nns providffi ill\'al uable
im il':h l" into tht' fortf's . persona lities. (onfliH...
inl(' rest .., a nd stra le/i:if''' Iha t ha d ..hapni lhe early
h l'(" school mo\"e men t. An u ndt'ISta ndin!!: e njoyed

bv Iew ot her.. ena bled h im 10 a n ur ipate Itlt' path
suc h a mowme ru m uv follow 10 "U(TI"("l! .

Wh en H owland rook rhe inu ianve in 179510
esta blivh Iree "t hoo]." he was a member o f the
Pro videm e :\....rxiarion of ~I echanin and ~fanu ·

Iacturer -, . Although the asv)( iauon had be-en
Iounde-d nnlv six \ 'I:",Il " earher. II had alreadv
become o ne 0111J(" mO'1 influenual orga nuarion..
III Pro \idt' llft · and all rm ponam \ OIce in lht, crate.

11\ meml x-rv inc luded o ne- Iou rrh 01 Ihe frn'
holderv and more than half of th t, "ki lled ;lI11 ..a n,
or nu-r hanirv in Pro vidence. huerevred in educa 
lion lro m ir.. inception. th e acvcx ia tion lCII,k ear lv
aeuon In provide lor the edurauon 01 irs mem 
ber-, 1Ilphaned children . Thi-, roncem wuh
education reflerted the pnonue 01 il"lhaltl'l
memht't", manv nf whom had been arnve in vari 
nu-, .... lu-mev ro r p tilmillin /i: educauon ..llll t' t hr
m id -el.l.:h tc"('llIh If·n IlH\· . z~ Howland jn ill"d lilt'
a'''11i i;llion in 17H9 a nd attemh-d " \'t' IV 1I1" "lin~ f(ll
Ihe 11I'X i .. ixtv-one- \'I·;U" . lie It'lt tht · fnllowi n~
acnHlIl1 of how Ih, ' r m-m be r-, Ti'ali,oo rheu
t'd Uia lio n;l l deli til·llcit·.. and hn'" he became their
appointed -pokevrnan in the free 'M hools mm e-rnent :

U 'h l" l'1 t1. ,. cam r tOl!.,./hn 111 o u r ."uon a//On•
t1.,. made th ,. d, \COl'''T'\' of O U t driu irncses . Thn,.
U' l" tl" poprrs /0 bl" draw" . and l'a t lOl l.l Jr.mdl of
{j·n/m ,l!. 10 bf> dmll". 111M j('w of 11,1 Wl" tf> (om pl"
In!t 10 "\;"0111". T hn l wt' bl",~a'l to la/Jr. Tlu
qll t' ,IIIO'1 I, 'al a,IJr. ,.d , OIlrj{ht not our chlldrnl to
hal 'l" b,.Un ad l'al1tarj{I",\ of I"dlu atwl1 thtm U· t' ha l't'
nl]o"t'd' A"d fht' a'uu 'I" J t1 'a.\ \"1"\ . Tht"1 " lI'l!\

ad:t'd. hmJ.· lhall th Olt' ad ,'antarj{1"1 bl" " t'nHt'd~

T h l" ' I"pl,· lI' a,l, 11. .... mldt ha l't' bt'lt,., uhooll. So
u, h,." u·t' had la/Jr.t'd thl" malin (Jl 'I'" pJt't/\'
/hOUJll,c.h/}' amo'!,c. OIH,~ ...Ir't',I. {j't' bl"gan to a,l!.lfalf' .
A I [ W il l ,m m t'lh m,l!. of a lalJr. ..t . and had prae/lad
II' r ltm,1l. m otl" than "'0,11 of r1I\-' aHonatt',I. a t{ 0 0i1

d t'a f of th/l U·01 Jr. ft'll/ o m)' lot..-I nd [ u'a .t'T'\'
u' l lI m.t{ to do It, bua lJ.,It' I fd t a"d lau' It .1 Impot
ta"o' .Z6

O n FrlJluan I J, Ii96. Bt'lIIl1'U Wht'l.'ln . ..
t ha rte r member of th l' a~"lX la tlO Il . pril1t('d in h i,
1\ eW\, l..lp,'r . lht' l ' 'lI ll''d Slatl"J r.hrrml(/". ;tll .lt tid e
fa\'o r i ll~ la x-..IIPI IIHtt·d , ( hOllis:
I l'/Nti l lm b /l/" pt'tmlHlnlt PUII ' I I/lm H madt', h"
ta\;atU}1/. IO lllppmt pubfu II Jw o l.l .....Jllrh \hall
h.. au t'll/b l.. to all d aHI"j 0,1 til" wmth II I tlu
~ lQt .. , It 11.· ,11 tollm,·. that a "".at m a/o ll t" m lHt
t{to U' Ill' m ' ,,,no,a'lt t' o f Iho ll" p/llm lI" d ( o m m01l
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branches of le(lmlrl,~ absolutdv necrssarv to form
good rt'publican citizens, or weful members of
.locuty.t7
This artic le reflected feeli ngs of most associa tion
mem bers. With in lWO yea rs. the acsor-iation
a p po in ted H o wland , Jot'! Metcalf, Willia m Rich 
mond, Peter Gri nnell . Richa rd An thonv. G rinda ll
Reynolds . Samuel Thurber. Jr. , a nd Na tha n
Fisher 10 a specia l commiuee cha rged wi th d raft 
111 /0: a memor ia l pet ition ing the Ge ne ra l Assem bl y
for cs tabhsbmem of free schools. A.s cha irma n of
thi s rommuree. Ho wl and so ugh t to d raw a
memorial tha t would embody th e members'
individual \'in..·~ . When they read h i.. d ra ft. th ey
withdrew thei r ow n , adopti ng his ve rsion. As he
later explai ned:
I to ld the co m onnee I , , , did not be/it'l'e in
petit ioni ng legl.\lalor .1 10 do their duty , W e ought
V11 th f' contrary , in addressing that hody, to
assume a tone of coniidr nc e that with Iht' case
fald)' stated , Ihf',! u .ould decide wl.\d}' an-d ]llSl/}'
for thr rl.\l1lg- generatlOn s. 2~

Before submiuing tht, memoria l to t he assem

hlv H owland made a ll eloquent p lea to the mem
bers of the a~,>()(iatio n , as ki ng them to ded ica te
themse ln's comp lete ly 10 the str uggle for fret '
schoo ls:
,uO.11 of UJ u.ho areaf pre.lnlt members of this Asso n ·
1101/ , havr had hUI few ad parllage.l of education,
hili u Will be ma [ault, as well a.s the fault of our
ft'llow nlfU'/l ,I, if thr next gennaliOTI is nol be tter
taught, Prrhaps this U a sub teet 011 which: wt' are
100 mdlfft'rnll. 11 lJ a suh iect which oughl 10 be
the tesson of the day, and the story of the rternng.
L ei it be said m all pnoatr r o m p ar ues; lei It be
asserted in all oubtic bodsrs: let it be declared in
all pla ces, 1111 11 has grown I1Itv a proverb; that II

IS th e duty of tne It''gislaluu tv estab lish fur
scnoo ls throughout the ,Hale.t9

The memor ial req uesti ng th a t the assem bly
"make legal provision for the es ta blis hme nt o f
Free Schools suffic ient 10 ed uca te a ll the ch ildre n

through the state" was presented to th e

asst-rnblv in Februar y 1799 . The petition li sted
four reasons for fr('(' schoo ls:

That the mea ns of rducatlO n w hICh arl' t'nJoyl'd
HI Ihis statr. are "t'1)' irladequall' 10 a purposl' so
hIghly Irnporla111: ThaI 1lumbt"TS of the Tlsirlg
gnlt"rallOrl , whom rtatl4rt' ha s llbaally t'n dowt" d ,
art' suffn rd 10 grow up In 1.({1IOrance , w h(!n a

,ammon education would quailfy them to act
thrir paris HI life with advantage /0 the public,
and reputation to themsrlues: T haI 111 co nse
ournce of there being 110 It"gal PrvlllSI011 for the
establishment of schools, and fur thr wanl of
p ublic attention and OlfOllTagrmnlt, this so
essentia! a part of our sacral duty 1,1 Irft 10 the
partial patronage of iudnnduals, u-hosr mres
,arlnol extend bevond the limits of thrtr OW1l
[amil irs , while numbers i11 ,',-,rry pari of the .~ ta te

arr depriced of a prn'r/rf{r which It H the co m
m011 right of evt'T)' child 10 nljo~' ; ,. T hai
/ibrrty a rid UnlTlt)', under a republican form of
gooernment, depend on a grnrra/ dif!u.llOTl of
krlOw/edge aT1HHl.({ tilt' tJt'()ple.~o

T hese rea sons su m marized the basic tenets o f
H o wla nd ' s educationa l ph ilosophy - hi s bel ief
in a good common educat ion tha t wou ld provide
a practica l p repar a tio n for useful li ving as we ll a s
mo ral p repara tion a nd sp iri tual e n ligh tenment.
in th e socia l duty of a ll me n to mak e adequate
p ro vision for the co m mon rig h t o f cverv ch ild in
soc iel)' 10 an education. ill ed uca ting fut ure
r-i t izenrv to insure the li benv of governmeru a nd
secur uv of property In fut ur e generat io ns .

T he mem orial p laced th e- free schools issue
squa rely before th e assem blv . but the legi slatu re
was reluc ta nt 10 ac t a nd di d not pass a free school
la w u nti l six teen mo nth s lat er

Howland wrote a nu m ber of artic les for the
local newvpapers in wh ich he so ug h t to respond
to the pro po sed la w 's oppone nts a nd 10 per-
suade th t, ind iffere nt to ra lly 10 it s suppo rt. In a n
art icle for the Unued Stales Chronicle on Aug us t
1,1 799 , H owland a ns wered lhose wh o o pposed
free schoo ls because th ey wo u ld require add iti onal
taxes. H(' wa rn ed tha t ed uca tio n availa hle to o n ly
th o se wh o could a ffo rd it " wo u ld crea te di s
unc uon s. a nd fix prejudices very unfavo rable to
free governmen rs." A system of Irec sch<'ols a vai l
a ble 10 a ll would "han" a hap py infl uenc e o n the
risin g generauon. a nd a rendencv 10 har monize
a nd un ite everv cla ss in s(xiely, p romOfe a lo ve o f
o rde r. a cheerful o be-dienre to the la ws, a nd a
gen eral acq u iesce nce in go \'ern me n t." ' l h ' realill'TI
that such a sys tem would a ppt"a r to cr('a te a n
un equal ta x in whi ch "sollle wi th la rg:e fa mili es
o f chi ldren will pay lillie (whill') o the rs wilh
none wi ll pay largely." But he rej t'Cled thi s arg u
men t as a na rro ..... view :



A m fJ1t' l"'l:it'n\Il'" ~ll n'''\' "'111 rriut r , and r onmncr

1"1'tT\' candid nund, that Iht' additiannl Ilrouuh
whuh ~Ol't'n17rlnlt unll drrn-e [mm tlln 100Ht t' ,

WIll m orl" than batance n 'I"""" pI"t IU"a T)' censide ra
110'1. ,., '!t' ll n ai dusenunauon of usetu l k nou-:
ll"d ({t', ll" l1 prod uce a ,({I"nn a f rl"formQtHm o (

malllll"H, an i nc rease d rl",\pu 't for rulers, Q c hra r
[ut nbedsence IfI th t' la w ,l, and a rl"ady sub ord rna
IltHI tllro"!!.h I"JlIT ,,' grade III soartv. Sont'I" thus
q ualsii ed, ll 'illl{rl"ath add to th l" eeneral srcuruv

of prupertv, r.l.'1/n l"by rierv mdnndua t u" l1 ht'

bn'l"f, tt'd In proporuon to ll' h a l hI" poH I"HI" \ arid

IT! f ll ft ra tIO to !.I.' ha l h t' !.I.' , l1 cnntributr,
Ho wla nd (oncludffi if the monev tha t tht' stale

spent to eX("(UI(' i1~ penal la w s " wav tu rned in to
the I hannel o f ed uca non. a nd hnhii -, o f indust ry
thereb.. r u Iti..'an-d under the un i1('(1 inf luen. e- llf

its It"adill/l; cbaracrers . it wnuld almost \UI,M't!t'dt'
their necesvuv ." Stare Iund-, could then be uv-d 10
build whoolhouse-, instead of «ate pri\lllh and
the taxpayers' t'xl,M'nst> wou ld " no t I~' increased
bUI o ulv drawn in a d ifferen t. a nd tu rned in to a
mo re Ilsr.-fu l and n-g ular cha n nel ." Howland al so
addressed th ose who questioned the- "" isdom uf
brin/l; in/l; all da\\t's of soeiel'" inlo a common
'>Chool \yslem. On Ihe ba\is of hi.. philo'>Oph~'

Ihat rducation rfYO/l:ni,t-d a nd promolrd naUlral
laws, a d i\"int' \Th id t" 'or bi nding men lo!'\:(·ther in
m Ulua l rt'spt'(1 ;Iud dt"llt' ndt' llce , Ilo wian d
aS~ll ('d:

I n t il l" fru sclloo!.J t hl" ofj:l prlTlg of n 't'T)' daH will

mut, and tJUOClatt' , COp)' from I"acll othn arId

co m pou n d drt tu,s, whICh art' pt'Culiar/)' altacht'd

to I"ach ITl tht'lr !.'a rrOU5 ,l/ t uat i o n5 ITl hft'. And

wh.il" th t' )'Olm,~ alld tnldn mll1d u .susCt'ptlblt' of

mor(" ,Iof l Im prt'HIO'" Iht'')! will fo rm la.stmg

f rrl"ndlhlp5 JH ,~h /y bl"rll"flnal, to Cl"mt'nt th l" bOT/ ds

of thai futlHt' ,IOCf(" ty, m which ("tuh will fill 50mt'

uuful .~ ta t Jo ll. "

In a n a rt idt' \ubmillrd In Ihe Pmv'dt'nCt'

GaU'ttt' on Ap ril 26 , 1800. Ho wl and w nlendrd
tha t Iht' success of Am erican demoaaq' ('(m id ht'
tra ced 10 frtt s( hools tha i produn'd so mt' of Ih t'
nali on ' s "gl'ea lt's t illld Ix·\t men ." lie poilllt'd to
the exa m ple o f Bt'llj a min Franklin ..... ho . as a
produn of su( h <;('hool\, bn:ame Ollt" o f Ihe coun·
lIy' s "'ll:rt'al~1 ornamenl\" a nd ont' of ils "'mo..1
u<;("'ul citilens ." He qUOIffl Fran kllll ' s will, whi ch
t"xpresSt'd Il: rea l p raist> fo r frt"e school rd ucalion ,
a nd h C" co ncl udt"d thaI "i f th t' Irtt '>( hooh a ho u t

10 lit" r-..lahl i\hl'(! in thi\ crate shou ld prod uce but
on" Fra nkli n III a n agt', perhap-, th e es la h lis hml 'l}l
would l>c ' well worth lJ~illg."' l

H n wl a nd ' v b\1 unich- 011 the !rt'(, school I,>sue
appean-d in th e Pvmndence Ga:t'tl l", :\Ia\ 10. IROO.
lit' ;11I;ICkt-d Iarmer-, lUI Iheir oppo\itioll In the
law . dn lar ing that il d ivhonored the fa lht' r o f a
lanu lv w hn Ikn il'd hi\ I h ild till' educa tion 11 0 .... in
h i.. p O W ('f to provide. 11 (' likened t he an of a
Ia rm e-r who Iwglt,( trt! hi\ r hi ld ren 'v edur auon to
"t;lkillg a ....a~ a ngtu e\(' a nd CUlling olf Itll' ri/l;hl
arm hom Iho'>(' whom natural affecuon . t'\t'T\

hour. admoniches him , in the most per sua- ive
bngu;lgt", 10 guard . in'>ITlKI. a nd foster III his
ho\om ." H e reminded fanner s rb.u alter Ihey 111("(1
their r h ildren wo u ld ha n ' "10 «(IIIit' lo rward a nd
lJ;lIl\;Ht lilt' rom el'IIS o f the pu blu . .. gOIllK
Ihrollgh th t' o;.;lIl1t', o r a more importaru rouuuc of
rhe public wrvire" than their pare-nts had done.
BUI Ho wland warned Ihal Ihi\ " wi fl ht'impm
\ ihle, u nlev, Iht ·\ han' n-o-iced ~Il( h a dt'li!:ltt 0 1
sf hola\li( ' educa non. a t lea vr. as i-, commonly
t)(' ~I fl\\'C'd" ill ([t't· schools . He al so a ppea led to the
p racucal nat u re of tann ers bv \U~a;es t ing th at
educ<llion prt'Il<lrt'd Ihe impre'>sitlllahle ~'ounR

mind for a IN'lul and \'i ll uo m lift-. '11' vnu wi~h

10 S('t' HHIT \011\ IHt"fu/, and "'OUI d;lU~hlt'rs

T('!Jpt"etablt"," h(' wrOle , " 1:: 1\ (" lh em 50 JIlm h ('du(a
lion a \ It'aSI, a~ \hall qua lif y th t'lJ1 fo r Ih t, ( o m 
mUll oc n lpal io !l\ a nd o lf i('t's o f Illl' co un try in
wh ich you lin'." fie Hlilt Iudt'd hy rt'm indi ng the
farm ers Ihal th e obli/l;alioll to educale ch ild ren
was a moral rt"'io,xmslbili ly for which the' were
accountable, Ba'>t'Cl on his he lfel Iha t t"ducalion
fac ilil<lIt'd consu m malion o f di \·irw dt's lg n, ht'
condelll n t-d l!le i, failu f(' 10 su p po n free \(!tool\
a nd H'q ues t(-d Iho \e "of yo u wh ll are par('lIh a nd
heads o f fam ilies, a nd ""ho art' ca reless a lld u n
con«("rned in rt'Kard 10 Iht' instrunion a nd.
informalion Hf Iho\t' whom GOD ha\ pial t"d under
\'Ou . 10 rdleCl upon \'()Uf cond un: a nd to (onsider
ho w yOIl wil l ht' a ble 10 a ns wer fOJ th is cri minal
nq ;lt,(t 10 yo tlr\(' ]fes, to yo u r (otUll!'}:. 10 p il II'

GO D,"'"

Rec'ei\ 'ing ' he ass()( ialion's Illt'mnria l in Febr u ·
a q 1799 , Ihe G(,Ilt"ra l Asst'm bl ~' rd t'rrffi Ihe '>ub·
jt'('t to a COmmllltT a nd ill\llUClt't.! il 10 l'l'pOfl b~

Ih t" \t"\sion 's end. Tht' (omm illt't"\ me mht'r .. 
Jame\ Burrill , Jr. , Ri (ha rd J af'kson . Jr.. and :\10 \('5
Lippiu - lackt-d t"xper ieflfe with Ihe fret· \{ hoo l



III'! JOltS 1l0 WI.AS [)

11/11'

" " IH,1l1 ,,' jdm.·, 8"11111 . J I .. ~".ml"""" ,/<lf.. .."zhfr ..,lth
''''11",\,

1Il0\t'1llf"1Il and knowlnl.l;l· of the- un ique n bvtarlev
,omr- Rh od e hLtfl(ln~ rat-e-d Iff II. 0 111\ rwemv 
,nf"n H\H' ol d, Rultill ha d att en ded PrI \ '<HI'

"hool- !'II OI 10 hI ' ~rad ll;l l ion lroJ11 Brown
l "uivrrv i tv. Ill- wa-, fa mi lia l t h it'fl y wirh \ i",w\ of
lilt" "'f"<I ll tn a nd plOf.'"ional Kr()lI p~. J<J(k~()II . a
buvnu-vsma n who h;1I1 lived III Co n necr ir ur IlHI'1

of hi , life. wa, in li99 OIga n i, ing rllt' PIO\'it!I'nlt'
\\' ;t,hlll gl lHl In 'IlI ;llJ( e Company - a la sk wh ich
Ot( IIpil'd IIImt 01 hi ~ rinw ;111(1dfOlL l.ippin wa~

1101 iTl\"oh.,t1 ill an y' ;1( t i, i t il'" o lll H'f1f'd WiTh Ih t'
h t't· .... ho,,1 m" ' t'IIwm "'lIher bel ort, Of afte r Ill:
~.'n'("( l 0 11 t ill" com rn iw'I'. Burr ill. howt"Vt'T, \<.a ,
,!;H(' _UlOlIlt'\-g"T wr;11. ,on 0 1 lht' a'~fX ia l ion'\

Pl t" ~ i l kn l. a nd"l1l inllm;Ut' ,ufj lla inta nct' of H o w 
kind . lit' PIt·l l<U•...t <I 1('1)(11 1 a nd bill by workin g
d o ,d \ Wllh H o w land lor ffllll mumil s. "'rt'adih
IlImp l\l ng wilh .. Ihi\) , uggl·Mion\.... Til.. fe pnfl,

~lIh lll llled III J IIIU' l i 99 . wa~ faH lrable. a n d rh e
hill ....-h i( h .1{UJI111);lIl i,,,:! i t wa~ a d Ta h of a fret'
...: hoo llaw t'mi rll..:l "An An T o F.sla bli ..h r Tff

S.h.)(,I..:·"

I"Iw bi ll plO\'i.ktl fOI 1'~I;dJli,IHllt'nl and
ma inn-na m r- 0 1 1T1"( ' "hool\ 10 ~"T\I' wh ile
inhabu.nu-, 1"·1 ....'1'(·11 t ln- , I~I·' 0 1 ,ix a nd tv....·Ill\ III

('\(." 10\\'11. It ' I"'" ifi.,t! Iht" mi nimum n um ber "I
... h l" ,I, flll ";lIh [<' .... n and Ih,' min im um l('n~lh

01 li me "h'''II, ....nl· I" u-mam '11.11.'11. Eac h to.... n

n"nphill~ wuh II' plll\i,illl" would le.ei\e om-
fi hh of the- I'l('(t'(llllg \1'011 " "lOll(' taxr-s pa id 10 lilt"
!!:t'llna l 1If'..I\IU' 11\- Iha l 10 WII. plll\ided the
a mount did 11111 t ·Xlt..-.-c1 ' 1\ thou-a nd dol larv In
auv 0 111' ve-at . Thi .. mOIll'\ wa, "I'XI luvivelv appro
priau-d 10 tilt" "',ahli,hl1ll'llI and 'UPI""I ..f free
... h.)(lh'" and ,11I\ rowu Ihal f.nled ro evrabhvh
them 10fit'IlMI "a ll ll~hl rn (tum 10 Ihl" allow-
am e." The hill erupoweted ,111\ 'f"\f'n freemen 01 a
... h nol divnirito eal! fOl a town meetmg TO

evtnbhvh and mamrain hI":' ... hool ... .-\ h t'l lilt"
frn'!Jwll of Itw town h..rd been dulv appraiv-d of
the- 1II1·t' lin .~ . and ~i\t'li ..u fficiem rime 1001<.1 on
lht' matte-r . lilt" ">('\('11 lrM'Illf'n w ou ld convrirute a
quorum and could "appoi nt a clerk . tre-asurer.
( -011('('101 ••• ant! orde-r an a\'>(''' ''' of w ha recer
laXt'.. ms e-,...IT\ fOI the ... h oolv 10 he col lected In
th e ..;IfIW ma nne-r a nd u nder rhe came la ws and
TeRtll,1l10n, a' In ....·n I,IXI'''_ Fina n .._ il reserved 10

town ,oum II , " rhe gove-mme-nr o f the town a nd
di,,"i{l ... 1\1)01, in Ih"i t Tt"pnli \"t' town~.'· n

Rd lt,,"n ~ lTl'> i~ h" th a t onl v ...rmeone wuh
Ilow land '.. unt l"r'landi ng nf rhe Rh ode leland
t'1l\'iH'lllll" fll ruuld have provided . th e LIII had
,,'nimh ' Ix'( i l iral lv d t·, ig:tlt..-l In reduce o r remove
the o h'I<I. It · ~ 10 tree '>l hool -, raivr-d hy" va rio us
op"mi n~ {OHt·... II ..ou~h l 10 I,'" ell the ho stiluv
th.u t ht- uew fiuamial burden o f free "hooh
w o u ld gl' llt' ra u' in rlu- IOWIl ~ hv !elUlIling a
, i';l hil- pOllion o f I<lX" ' . It ,oug h T10 placate
lOW 11, that r nnviden-d IIIl' [t t-e- sr hool all a
rh alkng.· to llll"iT " )\' I' r(" i~ n IY hy pla,in ,~ Ih t'
{on t",1 o f fllT" h. ",I , I'xclu , i ...e ly in I,he hands o f
IOh'1I10Ul l.lh. And i l so ugh t 10 O H 'T(On W th e
o ll, ltll' l i\I' la{ li r ~ 01 l et l,lin ~ r"u p~ who rdu'\('d
ro ,Il l h ... j'm lx lwt' l lIlg a ny '>I'n'n fret'men in a
d i ~lT i {f 10 (! t',1l1' 1Il"( -I'S\a r \- TIlachi m't\ fo r e Te( tion
a nd lIla in u'na n, , ' l ,f;1 fll .... ,c hoo l.

T Ilt" {;" Iw t<l l '-\" .·mhh mdel ffl fi\'(' h undred
copit'.. 01 IIU" rel )(11 I a nd bIll 10 h,' p rinled and
d i\lI ihu II·d 10 le~i ..I;II{Jr s a nd 10 ..... " {lerks , C uri ou\
10 Ir a l ll Ih.- o pi n io n .. o f Ih e lown~. Ihe as'>l."m bh
It"fU"'...t lU ,ilIon Ih l" malll'r un lil Ihe hill had
bn-n "Tdf'ITt..:1 10 thl' frt't' lTlt'n fOT instllKllo n .... 'r.
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Wh "11 lht· hill rame IX'(ole the to wn met'l inK III
Providence. H o w land. S.II111If'1 W. Br id gha m .
W ill ia m Richmond . G"'OIRf' R . Burrill . and
Will iam Lar ne-d W('I(' appoi nu-d 10 flU'part'
insrrur lions 10 rh e- n·pTt '''t ·lIla llH·s. Ant icipan ng
lilt' town mt't'lrnli!: '" a( non . Ho..... land presene-d to
Ihl" commiuee a ..el of i!lslfu,-tlufh "he had ""'I up
lilt' ni~h[ Iw{OIt'. nl II o 'dnd. II} prepare." The
romminer- ;Il Ce-pte-d [h e dOl unu-m wi tho u t
.rln-ra rion a nd the town adoplt~1 it and vent if iii

the n-pn-cent.uive...n

lhe document invt r ur n-d the repre-emauve- n
' 111'1'011 l ilt' hill' " adop tion in i i' p resent 101m
a n d [0 IlO[ mod lly 11 unnl later "WtJI·t1 e xpI·t il·tle t·

could point OUI to Ih t, legicl.u u re- t he- ('xlR"
dlt'nn 01 a dIHt'It"1Il ar raugeme-m." It acked the
Iq_)lt''''' 'III,III\1'' 10 lay a"ldl ' pally IK,li lil" and to
pu-v-m ,I ,,[long u ni te-d Irom. A(h ocil in g
J1md ;tnt!' , hdid in I·dulit[ io ll a' a d iv ino 10 01
[h,1I com ribured 10 the auainmeut 01 ,I d ivme
gna!. [II(' documem demanded 111;\[ e'I"hli,hnwnl
01 fret · "hoo" Ira ll '" nul vevred illlelt"h nf
political p;lI ly or of man:

O,j II", quesuon off"·f'~(hooil. ~f'lltlt'tIlnl. all

p a rt v dnuncnon, arf' broken d own : 1It'1t' thn,. ca n

bf' n o (Ia lhw ,,= mtrrr vs , Or, th u _Ill b, t'( I . o rlt'

w cuon of thr ,1/ 111f' ((lrllwt bf' fJfJflOWd 10 11/H)(IIf'T.

Hf'f (Jrr 1//1.1 bOIt'l'olfllt idra , f'l'O...· pI1TlwIIUHTOU'

mo/u ,f' oflma l polu ...· n-IIHt d ua lJpra1 "

I II Iht' dOl u ml'llI Ho \, b ud (" , ptt,~ sffi fll llf ilknn'
tlM[ h i, "It' llow ( i l lll' n~ IhTtm~hf)UI Ih t' ,,,lit·....
;u llla lt·d by tlw "'lI l1t· ;m x io lJs ~n lit i ll UII' for liH'
puhlil .~nnd, .. wou ld , , . rIm idt' 101 Iht' (ull
f'njO\Illl'llI 01 ,I 1I~IJl whidl form, ..o 1',..elll i;,1 a ll
aillclt' i ll Iht' greal \\ ~Il'm 0 1 <,(K lal o,d('I ."'"

OlH t· Jl owb nd wa~ cn lai n Ih a [ 1~IO\id c'II(('

would \,0[(' (til [ht' an. tit' dIH'r1 t'd hi , d IOl[,
lowa rd alla ll1 l11~ "uI'POI! of Oltwr lo wn, . lit'
wrolt' to [he IHwn I If·l~ of ~t'WIK)1I "UI ~ i n ~ him
10 ~t' l a ll aTt IC It' in""'Ilt'd III Ih e warra lll (01 lilt'
IOW ll 1I\1·,,·[ ing. [0 1ll ~[ nl(1 lht' lr !('p n"f'm a tin" 10
\'olt' fOI th t' hill Ix·foll' iiII' .\ ' '>I.·m lJly.'' li t' also
na\-("Iffi 10 ;'I.; t'w POTl a nd alla inrtl Ih(" ..uppoTt of
G t' OTg-t" Champli n . tht· 10WII '~ pl incip'11 repll·-.enl
al iIt'o Cham pl lll Ix 'r\ uadt'tl Iha t Lug-I' and
in flw·tIlia l !Own 10 follow III Pw\,id r> 111I'" p;llh
a nd 10 IIl,U lH I i lS Iq)fl'"·tl l'lIin·,, 10 itpplU\I' 11ll:"

hilI. H o ....-Ia lld u,etl "imil<lI larli(, 10 ~;1t11 Sm u h ·
li t'ld ' .. ,," pport a nd In cUlh o p lx",ition in m lw!
lo wn ' .

H\ ;UIl UIIIIl 17~1 . hi' (;lInp;:l i ~n p rove-d "'J

' Ulf t·"l ull ll;t1 [hl ·lulll"·.lf 1t"IJl t''K'J1I ,lti\e, pav-e-d
,tlt' ,HI I" ;1 1,l rg(' majoruv. T h e ,,·n'I II·, how('\el ,
tw, I I'I II·t! ,mel d id nor lon,i dt' ! ilu- 1,,11 u nu! thr
'pIIng "t""io ll 01 II'lUlI. A [ rh i-, li llie Howland W,I\
" Ilk 10 .1ll;1I 11 lht· vuppcut of Sf'nalOI John ln n i-,
LI .lll,·. .-\ , hi · lan-r u-r-alle-d:

(Jill' dn v, til f' fl r lv part of the 1f'\\IlJII. I mt'f }0f'1

.\l d ea l f, II IIlfl/{ of \{rfllI.~ ~f}(Jd '1'11,1". u.ho had

IIltt'Tt' II t'(/ll1m l f'l( III til(' matln of IIIIMI< ~dl(mh.

" Lomf'," ~ald [ , "VOl( and 1 "" 01 1:0 " II to thf' " f'P1att'

to-da v a" d I!,t' t I hf'm to .-- l1 U ll l1 thr cc hoo! bd l ."

" 11'1' //," ne rephrd, " 1 dml 'l k1lf JII ' al /I'f' run
mfluNltt' Ihfll IHJlltHl1hl,. b(J(h ." " I I',. ca n In'," /
u ' I1JOm/l'd. Awl", lI' t' lI·"'lt. 1I"f' lall' }u/111""11 1

L la TIc t' . a Inl l1lo,. and to ld 111/11 1/111 rr m nd
" 1l·,.I1,"\m d hr, " 111f' I:OI'f'''1f)1 I1l1d I ,.,l l1t l' a rr 10
dmr lI'l/h IIII' to-dav, (11/(1 1 will do what I t an III

vrrurr fm 'o1(1"'t' flf IUIII ." 1I'f' fd t. and u' f' n l IIfJ tlJ

the \,.,l l1 tt' I hamber ITI tll f' afl f'1I HJ(JII . , I I \f)(J1I a l

/ o pened thr (/OOt , Cla11ct' m .\f' awl ca rne I f} mr,

and \11/(/. "thr vchrml btl/II111 /11\1 passed." " 1t'a_I 1/

f//J fJ(J\f'd~" I HUJwTl'd. "No," hr rf'fJhl'd. " I ((II/I'd
1/ up, and It U'aI pa ssed u-uho ut a u-or d of
(JIJPO~ltlOfl . "'~

Wh l'lI [he fll't · ... hool ,It I be>t ,111I1' law n n \ tall h
1:'1 . IHnO. P[tl \ id l'[u e qui r klv ' .' [ into llHI[ItUl

m ;l("hllll 'I\' "'Iah li,h lllg: a p ubl" ,. hool "''''111 .\ 1
" Inwn lllt't:,tillg on .\ p rll 10. a lommillt'{' lon"i..l ·
IIlg 0 1 I In .... bnd . Ri ( har d .Ialhon. .II.. J a ml"
Rm ri ll. Jr .. John Cul"I(', .lOt'I \ It·[I;t1f. and
\\'illialTl R ldnTlolH! wa~ ,lp pOlll ll'd [ I) "dt ·\ I\t· and
rq )OlI a pla n IfIT (';u ry inll: [he" hool ,In iflln
d lerl _" -I-h I' (nmml ltt'f'" a"' lg nt'd ,h(" 1,l, lln I10w·
land , who p"Jlnplh tlre....- up a p la n 'Idopu-.! by
li lt' low u 1('11 Ibn LIlt·T.

[ l U(\l- 1 Ihi , pla n . fO llr ,c hoo l, wnt· [II tx·
t''' la bli\lwd - ItUft' o n [hI' t'a,1 a ud tlllt' o n tlH"
Wt'..[ ,itlt, of [lit, ri~I'I . H o w la n d . j;Kk"oTl , .uld
Ca rl i, lt, weu' ;lppOil ll('(11O pll H ha ",,' II l1:h l .. 10 (WO
p[i \,a[d \,-o wIlt'd '>1hl lo!.. . Wh ipplt· Ii all alld Ih t'
Rll ck St hool holl ' (·. ;JIld In pu n ha'>/.· In [, IOJ IWH
"hool" In Ix· huill. Ho wl ,lIul, a, ( ha irma n of Ihi,
rom nllllt't' , wa, r h if'fh 1(" 'I JOn , ib l(" fOl maklllg
,U lt· [h(' "haw, of lilt' pli' ;Ilt' , dlOoh WC'H' pm·
f 1l;ht'd WilhOlll dda y:

A f tf' Hm o " afln aftt'nlOo7l , I1 (Torn fJl1f11f'd bv I'aul

A Ilt' n , "t ht'} tral'''TI~d tilt' /lorllt f'1Id H1 1~a1dl of

tilt' ProIJT1t'toT\ ..'\omf'lImf' 1 . , ,t l hn'l fOlo ,d mIt'

at homt'. arId a rlOth,., PI lIlt' IITI'f'I. I n Ihu U'I1\" • .
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[thrv] fHflel'd U/I Ihart'l ... [ Fiou.land] m aking
IIII' cnntmct , and A lln l . av IIHlul' of thr peace,
Il'gall:"' ,1{ II ,

LU!i:(' h lhlOu~h Ho ,,"')a lHl' \ dfor", a 101 lor a
\( hou lho ll ' I' ,ill' nn Ih t' ro wn ' v sou th vide was
o btaine-d. lit' p -rcuaded rhe rel ur ram o wner 10

,ell and wfln him 1)\(" (Omplr le h to rhe free
\( hool (aU\I ':

T h /l land bl'lmlfl,l'd to a eentleman uho was WI ·
u" U"' 1{ ItJ lIa l '" a I( hool for nco hundred scholars
\0 '''''IH hu hou\/" and "ardn t . , , , I u'n,' to 5/""

tum . I a vkrd Ih,."HJlmd of tus ob]l'clulrIl. ttr said
If a Il lw u f u'al ,.I/tJb{l\h,.d Ih,.,,. , Ih,. "",,,h.
borhood u'fwld be a prrtrct bedtam n't',,·llm,. it
u'al d',lmll'l'd, R,.ud".I. /'ufl,ard,." wo u ld b,.
robb"d of all II I [t urt, Thl"l' u -rrr I '''T)' natural
fl'an . Rid I a\ulfl'd h,m tlll'\' u-err eraundtess.
f '1IIi n mH '1.1 11'\ (hI' schoal u-ould b,. disnuvsrd bv
d al\"', arid 'wll,,.,rnltl,,d to lo ltn about thr
1"1'11111"\ , and a.\ /U hll eardens, 10 .It"'1 a u'auh
u-outd bl' le"/'1 01 '1" thl' \c1wfllfl . fhat hu [rust
u'ould b,. \a!,., than 1'1'1'" I om,wl repeat all 111\'

ar,,;01l""(1 ,ullhl.\ rnravnrn, It " u~If,n,.n( to sa)',
thot b"fo,1' 1 11'11 111m, h" ' Of/l n lll'd 10 \"If.

,\,j111"'lm"\ afl,., u·1Inl 111,. \ ,"ooh /'ad "O""
fa"h 1'110 o/ ,o al lo ll , Ihl' fllll '" , ma lu f. aCOJ1l1'
/JIl"'l'd n\' Ih" 1111001 commllfl'l' , madl' 111,." flrH
1" 11/ 10 Ih" \1/'001, W IIt' II 0I'lm,\l/,. hll r,.I /l/ ,.,/( I'. I
,rquoll'fllhl' HHII/JIl '!\' 10 pau.II' 111 111'('711 111 ami
ITH"''',f h"" 10 fl,1I Il' l t /' Ill . T hn ' dId ,10 . I u't'III m,
allll Hl/f/, '" 11Il1'1' b,.,." d,./ml"d n\, Ih,. Ilf m orabf,.
1011 '11 r mOIr II ,/1111 II hoof I m,l/lllllr,., Iv ITH'lt,. \''''1

III lUI (JIll /ifill)' I},,.,n HI 111" /1 fl1,\1 1'1\ /1 of ,..\'Ilmma·
11011." , , , 1/ " a111),.a1I'd fl,rall!l"d 1.1'11 1/ l ilt' allt'71
IHm, awl ,n ull h 11/1II 11",..! wll h Ollr Im 'llallOlI . I
WIllI/II I 1//\' tho,. 1,'111 /llltil 1111/" 1m/If\' III Ihn.
,·11 all ""1' /1/1 I I IUlIJ II fl,llfId ,.!fnl . ( J!l1 lk"11 11("a /
!riNH/'I'al drl',fl,hll'll 1.1'11" IIIl },,, .IIlU' am! h l'//rd.
alld ll 'al " I'rr "fll'r {/ (IFrtllll /11I11rln of I ll" p" bhr
II hOIl/I. In

In 11\1' pLIlI fOi i J1l pk ll\t" ll ti n ~ [he ~, h()n l an ,
llowland !t'( omllll '[u kd <I fOUl [h l)ll \and d olla r
all l lTflllli ;tlillll In filUlUt, \l h OlJI\ . Thi ~ <tpl'I O'
pr ial ioll , whidl Wil' to b!:' o !u a im' d by a [ax in 
(It'a ..... wa, '!ro ll!i: h Ilt-ha [f'll al a lown mcetin!i: 011
Apl il 20. FIl ·t· \( hool , flJlpOlWll h ,Ug Uffl [hal Iht,
a mOlllll - mllTl' tlun half ti lt' S 7 . 8-l ~ .1 5 rrqui rt'd
Ihe plt'1 t"dlll!i: \I ';ll lor " II th e to,,"'n ' , re~ular

('x l)l'n"" - wa , IIKI r XU;I\ a!i:3 m , H o,,")and ' ,
a b ili l\ ;1' ,Ill ;ultoi[ tOl ll iri ,Hl not o n h t"na bled th e

MIP IKlI le r\ o f ht·t, ' I h lKlh to O\ClfOmC the auernpt
10 hl ')l k rhe approp' ia tion but 10 inr rea se th e
a muuru h~ IWI) rhoucmd dollars:

I Tfl1t' C",rWIIU,.1' Ie",.u ' that Four T h o u sa nd
dol/an would "fll I". 1I,!fUI,."t bUI did not rernm
mrnd a lar.~n .\lH 11 fo' fl'llr 1/ u'fI!,fd "flt pass. aJ

1111.\ Schoo! T o -e u'a\ 10 b,. HI nddnum to 1111"
u.wal Tenen T ox. n lll lilt' t'''''11I1f'.\ of thr '\"1001
.'i llMl' m , ITI order 'f) ob\tnul II . nduulrd Ih,. idea
of f o u r T housand dollars, IlTHI that tilt' T ax
.l hOll ld nol bl' fl' .B Iharl 1'",,./I't' T housa nd , lem,u '·
m~ that Ih,. \lHII amid rwl be corrved, and there
bv d"kal th,. u 'huf,. . A fl ,.r \/),.,.(h,.\ I,m and COTI

between 4(J(/() arid I :!(H)(J I pmpm,.d b\' u'a\' of
com promrsr Ihrtl I/',. Te-e b,. Six Thousand. an-d
the .\lodnalm , n, jIJIlelflTl, nn »tv mullOII b"",fl,
seconded lTl\lnl!/)- put thr I'u l" u '1ruh U 't' carvved
beiore uta o!l/"ml'''h had nmr to rally' a~a"'l1
thrs PlI'U' 1!Tl d 10 I hI' m 1111",( /u I".d PTI 0110 n . T h,,\ '
u -rrr morutsrd and re xed, 111,." mtrnturn u'a, that
thrre dW/llfJ be rIO tov . aTllIIII,." mm't'm,.nl "ai '"
In :!fHJO mil" I/'Il" u-r dared aile -'01. ...

T wo of thr I1,o""",\1 o l, !mn,.nl ,\ camr up to mr
mil! _ald. " \'fill 11Il1'" IIJh"" III m - 11'" d,d'",
",I,.Tld 10 l 'fl/l' " fIl ' 1(1 TIIllch mOllf'\·... " roil hal '"
,,,4,,,, \ '(J!J1I,.Ir ,,.I m . arid I "TIl ~/lld of 11," ,

,,/,lIl'd.f'
'I 'h t· lown a p l loI )i lllf'd Iht, f i r~ 1 ~( h()olcomm l l lt't"

ill :\ u!/;m[ I~()(J. On Oftol)t"r 13, 11'100, [hi ~ rom·
mlllt 't' - i ll ,onJll lllllon ..... ilh Ih t' [ow n council
- aPI Klill[I"() a \ u hl o lTl ll1 illl't" o f Howland , lhe
R t,\,t'It'nd hUl\ Illt l III ( If I., JCl\("I,h Jen(ke~ , and
Prl'~idl'nl JnJlalh ;1ll :\-1axn' o f BlOwn [J n i \'t'rs i l ~' In

(haft ",u lla h lt- r lllt" a nd It'gula[ion ~ fm [h t' di Ki ·
plillc alld gmTIllllWtll of [ht' puhli( ~( ho(JI~ aboul
[0 t)t" f'\ [a hli\ hcd." TIll' ~ lI !l( nrll rll i lle(' a,\i~ll{'d

[hi ' 1;1 '1. III Howland who , ll ~in g [he r t'gulatioll~

" rt'la [i\"(, 10 [hI' go\,t 'rnrlll 'nt of bt,t' \ch oo l\ in
Bml llll" .. , hi , II]<loIlt,1. dt'\'t'lopt'd WilhtJl fi\'e da p
a ~t' l of rt'!l:lliali otl ~ i lll ll\ t"(li ilid y adoplt'd b\ lh e
IflWIl « llinr i l and '\(hlKll nlmmi lt t't' ,· ~

The f11lt" o p('m"(l l lll' \l hno h 10 ";11 1[ ,,"' hi lt']
rhildu'll of lloIl[h \I' Xt·," who ......r rt' 10 be " fa i lh fu lly
imllUl (f'll Wilholll prt'ft'I t'fl( ' or palliali l~· . " Tht'~

't rt'~"" d 1I10 lai ('d W,1l10 1l dnd Ih (" im porl3 fl(C o f
c h ild rt'n k arnin !/; " ' 0 (ond un Iht' m \eh't', in a
\Ob!:' I, onlerh a nd dr(t'1lI IIldnller , bo,h in and
0 11 1 o f !>( h oo l." Imi \lill!/; Ihal lhe SH ICIIl of in·
, n uClin n be " u n ifm m III Ih t' '>t" \ t'la l \ChIXlh . and
,he p ronUlll'iallon a\ lIt"af a likt" a\ fXl,\ibl e," the
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rules specified that schools were to open six hours
a day for Iive days a week. Saturday and Sunday
excl uded, a nd extend all year rou nd. They esta b
lished a cu rricu lum tha t included "Spell ing.
Accenu ng and Read ing bot h Prose a nd Ver st" ..
a General Kno wled ge of English G rammar and
Cornpodnon ... writing a good hand ... and
Ari thmetic lhrough all the previous Ru in . and
\'u lgar and Decimal Fractions including Tare and
T rer. Fellowship. Excha nge In terest etc." They
p laced pupils "into separate Classes. according to

thei r severa l im provements, each Sex by them
selves." The rul es dema nded tha t pupil s "pay a
particular anenuon to the Laws and Regulations
of the Sch(X)I" and empowered teachers 10 U'>C" "al!
reasonable means ... to bring him or her 10

Order and a just sense of Du ty." Ho lida ys ....·ere
specified as Christmas Day, Ju ly Fourth . Tha nks 
givi ng , publ ic fasts, T uesd ay. wednesday. and
T h ursday of com mencement week. the day after
each q uarterly visitation . the last Monday in
Apri l. and reg tmemal tra int ng day in (X·tober.tl

Howland . in d rafting these ru les, was able to
translate into practice three ma jor tenets of his
educational phi losophy. Jl I!> belief in educa tio n
a!> the co mmon right of everv child ....-as real ized
in part by the regula tion thai o pe ned schools 10

all w hire chil dren of both sexes with out prefer
ence or pa rrial it v. H is Ix-lief in educat ion as
p ract ical p repa rat io n for useful living was imple
memed in rhe curr icu lum tha t stressed readi ng.
....·riting. and ruin in Tare and T ret and exchange
interest necessary for far mers, shopkeepers a nd
merc han ts to mai ntain records a nd transact busi 
ness. His bel ief in educa tion as moral p repa ra tio n
was emphasized in the regulati on that sougb r to
impress a moral charac ter upon pupils that
....·ou ld affect their beha vio r bo th in and ou t o f
school .

On the last Monday of October. 1800, the
Providence public school system bega n its firs t
session with ni ne hu ndred and eig hty-eiRht
pupils in allenda nct". Passage of Ihe 1800 aCl did
not esta blish fret' s< h(X)1s th rou gh out the sta te.
Except for Providt'nc'e and Smithfield . the towns
prol('S1t'd or rdused to full y im plement the ael .
And in 180.3 the law was rept'al t'd . Howland ,
howe\ 'er . focused h is efforts on mai n tain ing a
sucCe'Ssfu l frt't' school system in PrO\· id~nc~.H For
the n~x t I""emy- Iwo )'('ar!> he S("rvro o n Ihe M" hCXlI

commit tee and exercised a di rect infl uence ove r i t ~

actions . He aucnded the romminee's rneeungs
regul arl y and us ua lly pa rnripated in its q uart t'll y
visitatiolls a nd exami na tions nf schools. He also
served O il special rommir tee-s tha t revised ru le,
govenuug the schools. purchased add itional la nd
for Sot:hools. and replaced texthook!>n

Ho ....-la nd resigned from the school comrniuee
in JIII1(' 1822 bUI romi n ued to plav an ar uve ro lf'
m the Iree school cause. In IH24, he '('rnod nn it

specia l r-nmmun-e to cons ider th t' ad opt ion by
Prov idenc e schools of th e Lancasman plan that
util izc'd the moni tori al or mu tua l avsivtanoe
svsrem. Between 1824 and 1829. he provided the
commiuee eesponcihle for the ecrablivhmeru of
free schools in :'\e w port w ith invaluable informa.
tioo gained from hi" expe riences in Prov idence.
1If' drafted a memoria l in 18'H for rho Providence
Associar ion of Mecha nics and Man uf;1t run-tv
requesung resumpt ion of qua rter lv vicitauons b )"

the full sc -hool commi nee and town (oulicii. an
increase in teach ers' sala ries. a nd creat ion o f large
regional -type f>f hoo!l>:16

How land activelv vupported fret' school-, unul
his death . His fmal enlr) in hi!> personal recollec
nons reflt'C tro the pride and sausfar non be- en
joyed a~ an advocate fo r educa tion III Rhode
Island :
J did wha t R oger Il' Jil inms '"'",·n auempted 01

'IeI'''' had a disposuion 10 do. J [ormed and
broughr mto existence the public schools In thl5
tOlJ.·n lJ.·hich Go, .t'H10r JJOp k ,'15 once allemptt'd
but (ould not accompll5h . . . . These guM and
mo.H important l"t't'ntJ add to thr bnlt'flt and
respect of this rlOlI.· CIty fur a.l{e,s aflt' l the world
shall 1/O. 1't' [o rgourn that such a bt'In.l{ rver existed
as 101m fl ow landY

Rt'fr rr ll( r s rnade to lI u ... l and ' ~ rolr indudr Chdlln
Canoll. Pub/I( Edu({Uum '" Rhodl' hland tPlmi
drnn' , 1918). .'8-60. 77-i8: Ed",ald Firl d . I'd , Sfatl' oj
R h",l" 1J/and and !'tlJl' ld" n(l' PlanratlOnl alth, E'ld
oj rhl' Cnlfury. (SO-IOn. 19(2 ). 2: 2tiO·2fi l : T I"ml<l\
B. SI" , I< ", rll .llu lur ., vJ Publl( EducllllOn m Rhodt'
/5Iand: 1636· 1876 ( Pf", id(,llu~ . Uli61. 12-111 , •.", a mot..
thotllulth rllammal i"n '"' hall(n X. Ru\\(•. -rhf"
Educational Ph ilmop h \ oi John 1I.. .. ,la nd'"
(L'npubhshrd dunonl di~'\.f"rtall..n .~ ...n l ·nnt>rsiu'.
196i). 12·1.',
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