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Wcnr thc charrct. rÈ of tr¡tf 
_ând 

good men ahÌ¿ys estiuta¿ed by thebonors besto\ye{l upcu ilreri l)v ilìcirneighbors, yery fe\y \yould be deem_ed erc.llcr¿. ,\t, tlrq tü.eienr ,t,rJ-, a. in ¡rc ot,len iin,n, * p,:nftì"r,,nigl,trecei'e lìonors ercry$,he¡e s¿ì,e iu his 
"."o "";;r;,;- 

''ti;ii'¡^i'rr""" 
rn"case in regard to nogcr -williaììs, the ch¿Drpion 

"î 
,,S",,f-lit_iv,,, *¿tlìe flrs¿ lìeologian o' rhis ear!ìì NIìo 

"r"" 
'i,*."ii."ür"^äräii 

"o ,0"separfltiun of ,,CI¡urch.arnl fltrte,,, aù(l trre nrst strtes¡nrí ,ì]¡-oî.""r,"",,,
ï:il;]''utrel¡sious 

f).ùcdonr",u," 
",o.t¡ioii,,;ì-ì,;;;;;il;i;is""",.".

- 
.(o many years La\,¿ bec¡ì alluwed io pess a\y¿y duriug the tìiscussion oft¡c question of erectiDg a ùìonuncht orer ilrc grayc of ¡loger I!,.illieDìs,_the foundcr of tbe Siite ol nho(lc tslaìd, ,fr", i¡" i..yf""iür"'"i,r,. ar-g:!1:r.. l" discoy¿¡. ¡¡,. sI)or \rherc ha.ve r"st¿¡ itsi,"gtl.ìå¿"*"rn. io.nca)lJ'tsd certr¡rios. r.ncours¡ rìr¡-t nory.b¿ hri,; t.,i*¿i,f,,i*,ijìiìfin,,ror,,.ìvlÌich is frsi d¡srp¡rcrrius. No ti,,,,, i* to lro iosì ,;;:;";;,i,;J i"ì;t' ;;;,noy ren¿in availablc ; ror the ncnory o f rhe.n g:ri sdrl.ei t,Ì1ìi,:.t""f 

"]i\:ji 
...fadins.cye'rr or tìisrorr, rs rtrc tingorirrg ra,.; i"l;ì;r;;;';:iiì:r;'åfili:-,l¡sr" gìimllse of tlì, j ouilirìci of a glirrirrorilng iuu,f rar,å." 
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dtsigÌat.rd a! " stâted colììllìon-r," aDd loc¡tcd ir tììc countly \Ycit âì!û

noÌiíì of the aborc describe.l lots, \,hiclì \ycrc c{lled ., lrllìntrtiolìs.tl
Ileùce lhD ttÌlìl)ol"ProÍiiollcÙ Ìltnlììtioûs" h&9 becn rcttincd to this

dty as tlìe Daurè of t¡ls Staie in connectiolì vith thet of tlìc colony s?ttle¿l

on th¿ ¡.li¡ccnt islxrcì of Iìhode IslîÌìrl.
I.hc hoirsc of ltoger \villiâûìs ìYîs ôiLuated oD his plantetion oìì lhc eitsl

ii('le of North ll¡itr Stïctt. '-llìc sllring kno\Yn by his lamc ¡râs ùorJ on

his l)lrDtaiion lot, bciDg or '.llc $cstorll- sidc of thc street' ilì 1lìc rlnge of

l".r"hn,,." lots reierYcd b)'tìim iD ptrtnersl!Ù) NitlÌ t'he other origiÙnl

1)roprÌctors. Tlìis ipriug, ivi¡hin the mernory of the writer' Nâs ueflrly

ievet rvlt¡ the sruf¡ìce of thc rdjacetit ground, rvelì.ing ftrúh iti guslìiùg

ñaierù tlìrough e slìort drain iDio a cûsk set in tlìe !ír'ouDd for the use of

cettle, thence continuìng its flo\ï to the ÌiYer side' The sighi ofthis 1i\'-

irìg sì)rirg ffûtlly attm€ted Itoger \\'iltianìs to turn thc bovoi- his caDoe

io ìând at, tlìis inviting spot, after rìariglìtiÛg it arÚuDd tr'ox Point'

It sas the cüstonì of tlle early ¡ettÌers of t'Iìc ProvidclÌce Plantrtiolìs' as

itstitlcontinuestobeoftheirclescerì(ìeutsinthceountrytoNnsâdjeceÛt'
thereto, to âpproltriûtc ô por[ioù ol their respcciive frrnìs fÙr û ftmily

buriaÌ plac3. In ilccordùùc3 \Yiih tlìis custoDr' Roger \\'illiarus selccted &

potiion ofhÌs plÂntâtion for the plâce ofhis sepuliure' 
-

Thc prcceding ttateDlcDts establisìÌ tho locllity of the family burid
groundof Rcger \Yillians. The ideutiñcatiotr ofhisgreve reÊts tpon

Dore slendet, ll'ri stiÌl reliaìlle cyidence.
,-d communication florn all âDoD}fùo116 Ñriter, puliislìed in e reìYS-

- ¡r"pn, prÌuied in ProYidcDcc, Jnly 1?, 1819, ca:lled the nhode IsÌend

inerica¡, and reÌrioted in I(no¡r'les' lfernoir of nogcr Williûuìs' (page

+3i,) ccntâins [lìe folloñiìg "statenìeÙt of fæts colììÌlunic¿ied by the

¡a¡e CapttiD Ntìtlìanicl Packard, about the yerr 1803 :"

"1fhen Captaiu Pùckard \Yas îboul ten years oltì, one of the descen-

danils of Iìogùr lYilliaDs \ra: buriL'd ai tlìe ftnìily br¡riâl groÙnd on tlìe

lot ri-qot back oi tlìe house of Suiliran Dorr, nstl' Tltosc rvho clug the

gra-'e, tlug (lirectly uì)o¡ì the foot of e collìn, Nhich the ptople tbe¡e

firesent toto hilìì $'as thal of Roger l\'illi&Drs' Tlìey let lìinì dorvn irìio

ih" rr"tu g.,,t", lntl ìre st$' ihe boìÌcs iû tlìe coflìu, $'lìich \ras noi Ñholll
decayeil-tncl the boncs had a long mossy sr¡bsialìce tlloLthem.''

Ttiis testimou¡', rlthough lvithotlt ihe autlìolity of e sigîîtÙr!', hiìs becD

corroboratedb)' tlÌc Dlore direct, alìdlullìeutic testiùìonygive[ by the

daughicÌ of CaÞtlin Packard to Dr. Usher Pârsons, as stâted ilr his Ìeiter

writien iD lepll' to i[quiÌìies âddresed io ltilD on thal sul]ject:

. "PRorrDDNcD, ÄPril18th' 1360.

Z. Är¿ns, E;q.-lly Dsar Sir:-I \Yas itìforDlcd õorìIe fil'e yeÌrs arro by

the lrtc Polly Ptckard, thcn mo¡e lhau eighly yÈers old t'lìai sho ha{ì in
childhood oft?n yÌsiieil tllc grerc of Rogùr Villitms iD colììpauy \riih her

ftther, vho, iD exrly botlìood, lìad bccìl pui iuto tlÌe grave Ììe\t to it by

lÌis f¿tber. Tho facts in the clse lYele these: lYilliaÈ's gravc had beeìì

gince i.he recent rc;eatches for the rìisôovcty of tlìe grafe of Poger

1ïilliaÌìs, the qucstiou is frcqueDtly asked, lYhat' are the ploofs fouud tc'

esirblish tlìe iiìeùtily of it?--foãi.p"l 
nny aouits rvhich mry erist i! the ninds :lnl":'.":::"u""*'

as iretl æ of thc pcople of Rhotle i:hn'ì, Nho no$ ììîûifeÛt flu iÐtercst iû

i 
""oti"S 

rlt" memory of the ì'onudcr of t'trcir Strte by tlre ercctioü of a

neTnarent¡lloDulììeììtoYerlìisashcs,t,helTiterofthisnrenìolielhasbcen
i':;ä.i;;il';r;;i;;" irlcttirv tbe l'ltco or I¡i6 sepurr'ure' Boru

.r:ittri. 
^ 

r"," yuros ol the spriùg, bv t'ire side of rvhich Roger 1\'illiams

lived rDd die(ì, aùal lÌtYiug fronì carly youth felt t likly,intereÊÙ in the

lìiÈtory of his suñèrings, tntl ot his blrieflcenL llbors for t'lìc Nclfarè of

nìankind, tììe .writer hts rDx'le llimself farniìiar rvith the spot' and $itlì

;;i;;;ì't;;;i;i;;s co'nect'ed thereu'itlì' for rÌìore tlìan 1ì3lf a centurv'

ï;"on"-l ;;;;;,it sttte t:ltat' tììe deattì of Rog!'r \Yilliatns occuled in the

r";ìö;;;;;t;i he tas buriecl xitl¡ mariiailtonors' The smoke or the

ï;.u*t;, ì;;N.alil.\- horerirg in tbe îir over lìiË graYe' forned îË per-'

nanent e nalk ofrespect âs sas evel bestoved to honor it' Not evetr a

rouch sto¡c ñas sct up to dosiguîte tlte spot'
'"i'"ffiil;;"v.".i 

^t,.t 
tis deat'h' (in1??1') it'isrecor'led thaiâ

.n;;;ï'"";;;ì;i"; tÌ* "op-:11Ì"'1 îr"'ìlî.i".,",'f;:î;",i ;'îÏïïJ""|::ì;-
deuce to ascerlaiu tlle sÞot Nlle

iiJii* .-*ott.tttelt, shich it $îs tlìer Ïotcd to erect " oYel t ìe g:"to 9!--

üîr"i"i"" ", 
utis Tosrì âDd colorì] " oDe of 1!his ::Tu.r'itle:' 

GoYeru-

;; s-;.;;;; siate¿ to bis rreighbur"Goveruor Äilen' tlìrt the con)nìittee

lì¡d satì-sfactory kno\Yledge or i¡u ioc"ritv of his faDily brrial-grourd'

east of Ûeùeflt, strect, \rllele ttre erptorati'n" for llìe grtÏc,lìî-re r€ccDtly

iäã"ît".i" i u.t the troubles ol the revolutio'u ): \sar' lrbiclì eu6rìed' pre-

veutedanyactiYcexcrtioûst'o'"'""'t"ioiogtbecrnctspot'îtrdfor:erect-
ing thereoD the Þropose(ì nìonumcùt'

trIr. ¡foses Ìro$n, ptet'iou" to his deat:h iD ihe yeerÌ 1836' ¡t' the age of

9g veiììi, lïîs cdled upon by the Nritel fÙr tlìc speciÂl Þurpose-of obtaiù-

'JJ;'i;;ì'fi "il;,*. ;"1,":ïlï"ilîïiî';,,iÌ,ï,"åîìl ;.llîl,il¡; ii
above described bÌrial loI lIûú a

lv of -Roger lvilliarus, uttt tu"iì"tLt"t" \rîs urtknoM' He fllso Êtlt'd

;'#"ì;t"; ¡t,i^i g'ouu'r ur tt'e critv Fettlers of tlrc trovi(le!^ce lìînt.-

tions had existed oÙ thc sout'tr siie of ¡o*"o 6treet" ueal Berefii strect i

so ceìled fron its haYiDg beelÌ laid oui for the coÛuroù beutlit' of access

ìä ìn" t"^t:"itu" *axten lots of llrc ori{'nÂl lrtopricturs'

It flppeils that the flrst seitle'" oif'åui¡"u"" l"id ont' tlìeil l'rts Ñith ¿

frontage oü King's sùleet! ttre present liorttt uÌtl South lfaitr Þtrects' from

IIârriDgtol's l,tt" t' xi'xto¡t" trt""t' tnd exteììdiDg Ùilck to flop€

Atîeet, slclì lot clrrìllliiir¡g -L"tt' ti* ^"t"t' 
The lots oû the'Yest siCe of

i\oïtlì aild scutlÌ llair "t"áìt' 
"""t= 

rcs€ÏÍed fol 
-rrarchruses 

aud

îiìî"ì, õi*^nv corr¡'r'sirg tto lots of iorl'v feet clch' vith a gtnglrav

on cach si'lc iollc¿1os t"tti"'t"ti-"ot"t' Tllere\clegrtrt irtcts of

yoodla!ìcl lcseÌTcd fortùc co*moo f'eu"Ot ofthe oÚgiÙal IlotiÌietcrF'
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lcÌelled many ycârs with the surrounding grrcnsN¿tliì, ûttrì il,s c.rÌci l0-
cality los¿. In digsing ¿Dother grale for a tìe$ internont, tlìe spade ìnân
caDlc uPoì thc boncs of lf illiaùìs, bciDg poúions of l¡is lo\rcr extÌcÌìritics.
llâuy of thc inhabit¡nts gatlìer(al to sec ilìc l)orìcs of the i.ouùder of
Rhode Lslând, xnd lrer gmn.ifaflìcr ano[g thenti 1\.1ì0, actuâtcd l]J r sin_
gularlvlìiììt, lowered lìis litile sún, Ìter i,hther, inio the gm\.e, prob¿l)ly
t'hinkììrg ¡lìat thc act would Dâkc aD iud€lible irnpression of this discoYery
upon lìis soD's ntenory. In l)roctss oltinìc, arìd âfter 6lìe aDd hcr sistels
hacl ntorc tlìaÌ oDcc yisitcd the spot, Nith tììcir f¿ilìcÌ, the grouud bccillìe
lcyelled, arìd tlrc gra\-e lìad disapÞeârl.d.

Bu¿ ìIiES Packalcl sccned coDfideDt thal sl¡e coulcl iDdicate ilre cx¡ct,
spot fronl its beârÌug îud distance fio¡n atìoihcr greïc nìarkcd by È ìrrok-
eD lìcad-stone,

I Ìequestcd hcr to accom¡tanyhre to t:he grotìnd, and dìe spot shc theû
iudic¡ted $as exactly Ñlìere ¡lr. S. lìandall, î desccndaDt of lTilli¿r¡ns,
s[pposed ii to be, fion iDfouÙrtion derived fùoD oihcr sourccs; aud
rvhere, ou diggiDg e fù\v days sincc, hc founrl somc relics olâD eady iù-
teruÌent. Iouts ttrìly,

USIIEN PÄRSONS.''

This direct tcstinìony frùlìì fanrily tra4itiou âppcars to bc conclùÊiÍe
efidence of the locality of the grryc of noge.r lTilliams. HrYing beeu a
frequcnt Yisitúr to tlìis spot and frìmili¿rly acquaiDted \yith all tlìc ¿radi-
tions rclâtirg theÌeto, tlìe \yritcr's errlicst recollectlorìs a|c asiociated
Nitlì tire excitcnìent crrìsed anìotg lìis playntates t'y tlre brcaking ofo
grevc stone, lly a colored boy, who hâal anìuscd hirììsclf by roìliDg snall
boulcle:¡s tlorrn tlìe stcep decliyity ol tlìc hiìl-side, dil.ected against thiB
gÌtye stouc lvitlì the nìisc\ieYous desigrì of knockiDg it, oycr lilie one of â
set of niuc-pins. Tlìis he Ãùcccedecl in doirìg,aùdthe frngneDts ofthe
top ofit rcnìaincd a loùg tiÌre on tlìe 6pot. OÌ theÌr disflpJrearaucc, lll
Dou, tlìc proprietor of ihc orclìîrd, caÌrscd the lo\\-er lìalf still rcteini¡g
its ercct positiou, to be ÌeDorcil lo iì storc-lìouse lbù tlìc prÌtposc of pre-
serYing it.

At ilìat, tiDe tlìerc Ìyere a fev pointeir. frrgûreDts ofrough stoue project-
ingjust above the greÐsryaÌd, \rlliclì $ere eyidcntly placcd tlìere as rude
monuÌììents to naÌk sorìÌe graYcs. llr, Theodore !'ostel states in his le¿-
ter to f,fr. lYilliarììs Tlìayer, Jr., datcd IIay 91si, 1819, in reply to iûquiries
about lìis tDcestorrs deeth aud brÌrial, (KnoìrÌcs's History ofRogr.r \l'il-
liaûìs. pigc -130,) thei Nhen hc first -cr\r tììe sÞo¿, ,'tlìe foo¿ gr¿Ìrcstone
Nas gone, ¿ùd tlìe top oftlìe otlìcr brokcn otì so thai only the lo\ïer part
âppeared \ritllout aìy inscripiion." It is manilest thît had lhere bccn â
s¿oDe ai tlìe hexd of the gÌ¿re of nogrr lïilliÌDs \\,hen oùe of lìi$ descctr-
dants Nas buried, as n¡uated by CûÞtain ?rckaxì, tlìc diggiÌg irì such
close ÞÌoxirìrity to it \-ould lìaYc bceD carefully avoided. Iro'llabìy IIr.
Fostcr rìÌîde a nist¡ke in tlìis strteneut coutained irì lhe sflne lel,ter, re-
lâtiDg that 1'llr. lVilliams sold froDì his esiate a lot, on the Dain street to

I
I

I
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I

I
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fIr. Gal¡riel Bernon, a veÌ]. resÌlect¡lllc French gontlcùåÌì of gÏra¡! prôl>
erty ând siììcer.e religio[, \vho caÌìre lronì lochclle, !'Ì'ilrìcc, \'hcrc hc ìrad
sÐflirrrl tìtÌrcìt ÊDd llecn irìrplisoncd t\\ o ¡ c-xrs oÌl tccoullt ol lìis religiolÌ ì

ryhiclì led ltr, l]'illiams to esteorn arì(l respect, hiùr." Tlìc dced of tlìe lot
reftrrerl to Ir¡' 1lr. !'(rster as lìùf iDÍj l)ceù givcn l))'1Ir. lYilliaDrs lc Gobì iel
Bcrron, (tlrc griìtìdftther ofthe Nrit¡r,) lìîs beerì eJaIìiÌred aud Þrovcs to
lìa{c becD r¡ceil'ccl frô[ì tlìc coÌnnìittce of tlìe origin¿ì ÞropÌietorÈ of thc
coÌon¡', and contxirs thc couvcyancc of the lot in \''hiclì tlre gpring is sit-
u¿ted. Gnl)riel ßcrnou $'¿rs oue of tlrc llùgueD{ris Nlìo flcal frotÌt France
et the rcrolutior ol thc Ddict of Naûtcs in ltis¡, bcilÌ.g t[o years efter tl¡c
death of RogcrlTilliaûìs, tlriìs coDclÌlsiycÌy slìoNjÌg lfr. l'ostcr's Iìi;iîkes

On tlre fragrÌrcrt of tlìc grerc stoDo still llr€rscNed is e prlt of the iù- \
s;r'iption, cìihiìriting t!ìc last, lctter 0f a rìarDc tenìinùiiÌg \vith --ì,
probrbly tlìet of Àshtoù, \\'hiclì fruìily s1ìs cor¡ucctcd by maùiagc lYith
that of Iìoger \YilliaÌrs.

Thc rcnrrirìirìg iDscriþtion recorls ;

" --, $ho dcparied this lifc ye- ilay, 1739, 63 years 

- 

her
¿\ge."

Tlìis dcte coùûrDs tlìe statement of Capt. P¿¡ckard, úhût "he $N about
lcD J'L.ers old $lìetr he Niìs let dowD into the ìery gr¿ye âùd s¡w ¿lìe

boncs,.!c. IIù Nas l)ortr iu 1730, rn: thii iu¡oriptiou búar'ù dttc 1739.

T¡ìc fullo$iÌìg dct¿iir ol the disinternÌent of ttc ÌeùìaiDs coÐthiüed iD
tlìe seyen g|tycs of tlìis litilc fanìilJ' burial lot, Nill be intetestillg ts â
hi¡torical Ìccor(l of ihe uoblc cftort rcc.rrìtly ¡rìade by llr, Stcphcu Rlù-
d¿rll to rescue tbe characteì of thc dasccDd¿LDts of 1ìoger l\¡illirìNS, as rYell
as of the lrcolllc of tllc Stâte oi RIrode Islard, .ftùr 'tlìe irùprÌtatiou of ð
rrlui uf revcÌeùce lor tho lììeDory of the !'ouD(lcr uf [heir State.

.{frcr the hlrse of 17? tcxls ofoblivious neglecl, tlìe researolìes for tlìe
ideutificatioD of tlìc grave rvere iinally conìuretrced on tììc 2td d!ìy of
llarch, 1Súù, itr ilÌc l)rr.scrce ofscrcnl gcntleuìen, ìrho \rerc itrvited to
witue:s tlìc processes of the disiuteuìeDt. The assisteDce of tlro cxpe-
riencL.d sulleriùteldeÌts oftìÌe lruLlic ]]uri¿l Grourrtls rrÀs obttirc(ì to di-
rcct carefutly ihe rescarches. Pointed irou rods lyele procured for ì)ierc-
ing through tllc grcúDS\yarcl, to ¿lsccrtain where lhe te\iurc of tlìe subsoil
nìiglìt bc rcrìdercd loose lly forncr e\cavrtÌoDs, and suit"lble lloxes ryere
preparecl to receiÌe the crlìumed reruains.

The ffrÈt ÞrcliÌ[iÌìaly operaiioD \ras ilìe sirippiDg ofl'tbe lurft froù tlìe
Burfiìce of tlìe grouùd occupied by the grave-r, ¿ll cuullrised rvitltit¡ lcss
than oue squ¿re rod. The gÌeeus$'¿rd coyerirìg t'he slopiÌg hillside pre-
seùted to Yiew r\ trearly uDiforÀl surfrce. Äfter the removal of tlìe turf
ônd loaÌD, do\vr to the lìard su¡l¿ce of tlìe 6ubsoil, tlìe outliììes of seven
glayes becauc nìauifest, tlìe thrce rÌpperuìost ou tlìc lìillsidc beiûg tboso
of siìiklreD, eùd ilìe four lorver oÈcs, thoic of adults.

Iô $as iDrDedi¿icly discoyered tbat ttvo of the l¡ttel adjoitred each

other, llìus Dìanifcstly 6lìo$'iù9, in accordaùce wit'h the t€siimoüy of Capt.

1+
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?ackaxl, thrt' Nhen ¿he last orìc ofthc t$o r'âs dug, tlìc cn(ì ofl,hc cOffin
conta¡red iu thc c'ulìct nust, harè beerì l¿id oÞeìì to yic\\'. Tbis_pro\i¡ìrity
iõ deliueated on tlìc [rl¿t of thc ]au(l \rtrich lfr. niudall lì43 carse(l to bo
nìrde to crhiì)it tlìc rclati\-c Þositions ofthc grrvc¡.

Thceasterly grar{ì rras cvi.lcntlJ'the nrost rcccÌìt, iìs tbe craci shape

ofthc coílìÀ çrs yi$iltle lly ¿ carboùaccous blîck strcrli uf tlìc ilìickücss
of the edge of the sides of tlìe comn, I'ilh thc eùds (ìistirìctly dt fluccl. Ths
rust¿d renìrins of the hinges ald rìoil-" Ncre fourìd iD tlìeir Þlûces, ñitlì
soruc rotieu lragurents of Ñood, and I singlc roùn(l krot. Thc ¡rails âre
of lrrouglìt il'oD, 1Ìith thc herds flattened e{lgc\risc to lcseuìble lx'îd
heads. This was doùe to Þcrnìid the hcrds to Þcuctlilte dcep iuto tìle
rrood antl oul of siglìt in the flrìislìed coflìu.

The uiÌÌÌos{, cuc Nas talicrì in scrapirìg 0,\Ì¿y tll¿ eelilì frou t'lìc botton
of ilìe grare of noger \\'illiùÌìls. Not ¿ rlslige of Pnf bonc ìras discorer&-
blc, rìor cYcrr oftlìc linìedttst rvhiclì lÌsuiìlll¡ rerìlains âfiùr'the gclatiùous
part of itre boùe is decûnposcil. So colÌpletely h¿d (ìis:rppe¿ìrc(l xll the
errthly rJìììeins of the .È'ounder of the S¡xte of Iìhocìe Islln.l, in thÛ coln-

mingled tnass of black, crunìblcd slfttr stollc tìrd shiìle, tlìlí tlìcy did ììot
" lexrù a \vreck lrchind." B)' clì3misrl lû$s, rì'e lcarn tbtt âll fìcslÌ, and

the gelìtinous üatter giYing cûnsi3tercy to tlìe boDec, bcco¡le linally le-
ÊolYcd irìto c¡r'boilic acid gas, Natcl aìd air, 'but the solid linlc dust of tlìe
dccoììrposed bones lviìs lìerc doulltìÈsily ¿l)soÌbed ì)-v loots or corlìDìin3ìed

rvitìì ilìe eutlì in thc boitùuì of tlìc graYc, beiùg li'lcriìlly tlìe " trslìeò of
thc derd," îiìis is ¡ll tlìlt relìlaiùed to l)a delloiited in tìr? ciuerrrl}'
urDs, s'hlch iu clâ,siic dìl's werê os?{ for rec¿iYil3 tlls residllc of the llo-
nan brcly tfter beiug bui'nt iu llìc bìick ftìl'Ìl¡-cts tÌìrt ollcc forlùtl(l ¿lì

iùrporterìt apÞenihgo to evcÌy ceDetcry.
By the side oftlìe gr¿\'e of Rogrt lYillia¡ùs rv¡s ¿nÐt!¡cr, vhicìr ñíls

supllosed to b: thft¿ of his $'ife i for rYotrd?r¡ully prcseri'eal tlìerciD ras
found e lock ofbraidcd lìait, ll?iÌìg tlìe solo rclìliliÌlilìg lìuman relic. .{'ll
elsq hrd disaÞpcared iû ttÌe lapse ofnìore than 170 yeaÌs, durilìg which
this lless ofh¡iu had sutyil'cd cvery otlìcr portiolì ol tlìe body e(lurllt e\-
poso(l to tlrc \\-ct exrl h.

The reasorì for lvlìich this loc¿tion IÌad becrl so sooÌì abandorìcd as a

buri¿l sDot becillìe evident, in thc tlnost i¡npenetBble hrrdûess of the

soil, composcd ofs'ltalc, lvìriclì rentlercd Deces¡ary thc u'se of stcclÌoiuted
bars end picks to peùetrate it. So near thc surfilce of gïorrùd is tlìe sùb-

sirâtun ofsha:le rock, wlÌiclì constitutcs nearly thc lYlìole rlÌaiÈ of Pros-

pect Íill, ihnl ñetùr ñts foulìd pcrcolttilìg ihg soil ¡'t thc boitoìrì of one

oftlìe exca\'âtions ñhich were nìade.

I¿ appe¡rs thet iD ihii vicilitj', ou tlìc gmvelll' soil a few hur(ìred fect'

belov où tlìe hjll sidc, thc Ilìdiîns once had a ccnìeter]1 Át tlìe foot' of
BoNen 6trect, skclcions, \aiilì ihe rcnains of lÌdiîil i¡llplencDts, aùd ê

copper kel,tìe, rverc fouucl. trIâuy of tbc eally settlcrs of ProYidencd $cre
there buried.

Älong the lvholc ralge ofBencffi streci scrc t successiorìs ofortlìrrds
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Þlanted olì'!hc hiìl side, aborc thl gììrderì lots. l[ thc'1t (loììaïdr $'eit
¿hc blrial lotJ ofthe faùìilics 1tìrich occupicd the lìorìres below olì t'he

e&rijidêofNortlrîndscrt,hllailìsile!ì'rJ, coìùÙt:llcing lvithih3 buriel
1ot of th? f¿ù1ily of l\¡hipllle, al tlle iuuc'.ioiì of ColÌstitutio[ ll¡ll ltitlì
Benefli street': ncxt rvas thai of Rog.'r Willianls's ftìrÌÌily..'of Olncy' \\¡atcr-

[ìarì, Clorvfold, Tìitinghlsl' Cooke, Àih¡oÌt, arrtl oihcLs. ID tllÙ cour;e of
nodeia ititprorencnts, nìos'! ol tlì3sc l'clìlîins ltlyc beelt lcnìofcd to tl¡e

N,rrùh ll¡ri¿l Grouud, Ne¿u Bo\rcn strcc't, lrlìilst, cultivîting a gtrden,

Nicholiìs Eitcn pnìlcd uli tììe fllgrlcn¿s of t lìunan skuìI, &ttach?(l to t¡c
roots rrf â caì)bagc.

.! siììril¿r ¿ùd rcry relìlaÌliiìlìllc c\lÌibition of thc portcrs oí Ylgctd)le
ìife in ¿ctire ¡rursuit of appropailtc nourislìììÌg food, evcn in tlre (ìoPihs of
r lìurn¡ìì greYe, constitiltcd oÌre of ibc ulost, iricresting PlìcÌolììcre in I
phil!:cpllicel poiìrt of yiew, diicloied (luriûg tlìQ researchei tlìrt' hare
bcelì {l,rscrille(ì. scrfilÌg to shorv tlì:ìi uot'hilg useful âs feoC fo¡ planüs is
lvaslcfully lo:i iù tlìc econoDy of llatrlìe, Îùd tlìrt etcÌì onr rc|y graYes

trc ran;xcked by rrìttbling toots, ¡.s \Ycll &s by the clù\\'Ìiìg \tonììs, tLat
conr.ri eì'c¡'y ch¡ì¡ncl hoìlse into & baÌì(tueting h¿ll.

On looliing dolvn ínto thc pit \rlìilst tlìe se\ions were cleariììg it of
earth, tìre root ofan â(UaceDt apl,lc tree lras discol'elctl' Tlìi; llec had

Þuslìcrl do\yn$'ardJ onc of its Dìaiu toois in t slolling dirccti.,rÌ ¡-nd Dear-
ly siraigh¿ course to$.rxls tlìe prcci<e sì)ot that had l)cen occuÞied by tbc
-çkull oíR,ìgÈ I¡illixìùs. There Dìrtkiug a titrn cr)lìfortÌlilìg rvitlì itr cir-
curìlf.rcÌrcr, tlìù rcrt follc\yed ihc dirr'ctioìl oltbc lì¡ck l)rÌìc to tlìc hiÞs,
&nrl tl¡crrcù (liïribd itrtJ ¿\vo l[¿ììclìe¡, ctslì onc follolvilì.g ù 193 bolìe to
ihe hcol, lihorc tlì3i both turtrcd up\\'¿rìs to tlìe extreluiiiai ottilg ioeg

ofthc skclctì. Oue of tlìe roott forDcd &slighicrook ftttbe Þr¡tocc[-
fried by the kuce joiÌri, ilìus ¡rrodnciug an inctcn,sed te:LìnìblflÌcc io tho
outìires ofthe -.keletorìofRoger l\¡illiarììi, a$ if, itrdecd, noùldod thereto
by tlrc ì)oñeri of vr.getrble lifc, This siDgultrly formed roo¿ hts bcen
crrefully prcseryed, as coDstitutiDg t very irIÞressivo exerÌìplifltttion ol
the rìrodc in rvhlch the conterlts of tlìc grtye lìaal be.n e¡rtircll' ¡bìorbcd,
ÄpÞîrently noi slateal $'iih bauqectiùg orì thc rcnliìins foutìd iû oue
gr¡ye, thc samc roots extendeil theììselycs into the ne\t t4joilìing one,
prcva(ling cvery part of itNith ¿net\york of volaciorìs fibrcs in tbeir
tììorough scÀrch f,)r cver]' par¿icle of ìrutritÍorìs natt€r irì tlìe fornì of
ÞhosÞlìaio of line rnd oilìer organic cleÌrcnt's cons¿iiuting the lloììes. ,lt
the tinc tlìe rpple tree vas plrnied, all thc flcshy p¿rts of l,lìe body lìad
alouì)llcsslybccn deconÞosed ¿nd di-<pemed iu gâseous forms: r[d tl]ere
ryas ihen lefù only enouglÌ of the principle boncs io serYe for the roots to
follo\y along froùì onc e\heniity of the skeletorÌ to the othcr i[ a coìr+"inu-

ous coursc, to glcrn up tlìe scâ¡t]' renìaiui. Illd ilìeì€ bccÌÌ otlìcr or gtn-
ic niÌttcr prcseDt iù quantity, therc $,oultl have bccn fou¡ìal (ìivelgent
brarìclìcs of rilotstoerìvcloDe ândabsoÌb il. This Dìey serve to cxphin
tlìc singiìl¿r fornì¿tion of ihc roots itrto tlìe shtpe ol ùhe Þr¡ucipal boDes

oftììe lì!ììraB skeleton. Tlìese disclosureË are corroborttetl by the artifi-
ci¡l usrl ofboDes as tr mAnure in l)rrìctical agriculiure.
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-qitnìl¿ìr instflnccs lìrl.c bcen noticed i[ e\cavût.iÌtg to lc¡ìto\.e the le-
rììrirìs ofhutìtiu l)odies fÌonì ol(l burial grúutrd-r, to lcach which ilre r.oot¡
oftrecs lìriù bccu foutrd c\tcndcd irì ner¡ly a direet line lo vcry con:id-
cral)le digtaBccs TlÌc Ioots of & \Tillo\r trrle hayc ì)ferì discoYetcd t,r
IÌeYe þenr,tr¿lr.ed betìctllt t\.: fouÙdatioÌì $âlls of arì ¡tìcir,nt cììut.clt iD
this citl', rD(l throu{{h tìre drY q",.¡¡, Ìl.nr¡tÌr thc floq. to laÞ thcir filtro¡s
tis;ucs arouttl thc Skuììs ¡-nd Lones btuicdthere. T.hcJ¡ lyerc Silelìtìy ab-
sorl)ing ¡rto the circulatioDs of the stp ì'r'ssels tlìe I'clìrâinÊ ofthc ljo(lies,
as in +.lrc instarìce lyhiclì hrs l)cen deso.il)ed.

Tlìc questioD is oftcn rsh('d, lìow exn a tree or lllâlìt, Þush ou¿ thcir
roots in srrch dircci line; to rûach diitatìt, depo:its ofilìeir âpprolrriate
food, unless they arc endue.l Nitlì -s(Ììte hind of instiDctil.e knoryledge to
guidc thcDr ? This iupposition of the e¡ì('lo\yDìent of Þìrnts tritlì any such
instincliyc intclligrncc is retÌdered lrnnccc-.sar\¡, ifit be coùsidered thr¿
thc gLrcr isiuiùgfro¡n dccomposiDg otganic ìJodios l)ut.ied iD flìe cartlt,
peurìciìic porous Eoil, aud reach tlìe distrtt fil)rou-c toots. B)' cotìtact,
$'i¡h tlìerìì, tlìc pe¡cÕlating streflltì ol gricì ì'îconrós corìsoli(l¡ted into
$'ootly ffìDcs et thc neflrest poirìi of contrct iì a dit\.ci liDe llctficeD tlìc
root end ihe deconìllosing bocly, forDìiltg coiltitìuous eccrctions e¿ ilìc
elongttillg end of lhe root, ÌìÌiil ii beconìc,r connectê(l 'llf cortâci vit:h tlìe
source of its nìltiltlous food -This ii tlìe ùâttrtal t.esÙlt ofthc môye-
meDt ol ihe gas to\.ard the root, (,f the trec, a¡d Ììol of ilìe mor'eDreDt t,f
ilìe root to rerch itr foorl, as âllleet ¡rìccs rììi.qltt seent to indicate.

Tlìe-çc rc-.celclìcs for tlìe rliscoverJ of the gr¡vc of Rogcr Willi¡ms hare
led to thesc developrììcìrti ol seYcral itrter(.sti¡g fac'Ls, shosirìg tlìe actual
trtD¡rüutltionsof tlÌe orgrìric matier conrtit,-ìtiDg tlìc lìtrnìrn body, .{
portioù of it al)ilears to lìa1'c beeD reÌiyed into tììe Ì\'ood of the trunk &nd
l)ranclÌcs ofîn eÞÞle lree, corì-ctituting ftrelcallallìe of giring notion to
tìre rìrcchmisrn ofe locomotiÍe crgirìc itburtrt iD the boiler; Ìrìd into the
fN¡it crÞîlte of c\citirìg moYenìerts of the nechanisrìr of animnl b{,dïes
\rlìcn used lìJ food to ì)e lÌrr¡rt in tlìcir lungs. .{.nothcÌ l]ortioD of tlìe le,<s

sL¡Iiil rìrrttlr gircs eìriÌùrtir)rì tc tlìe d(irour¡Dg NorDì¡, rÌìd tlìc rcrììairìdcr
asccnds i[to tlìc ûir iÌ tlìc lorn ofjthe gasc! 1vlìiclì rre absorìrctl by the
leiìyos ofplRrìtj, The itrcúrp('r¡tion of thc lifcle-qs elenìents of organic
mattcr iûto the boCios, the gmins, ¡ììd the fruits of plaDt,c, ud tìlc rciu-
corporation of thc lfttter irì the fornì of food into the bodies of lir¡ng rlri-
mals, is uncr:ajirìgly goiÌìg oD, thus coìtinu¡lly reYiving and quickerilìg
(lead orgiìrìic mrtter uucler thc coDtrol of cycrreneNed life and intelli-
gencc. UÌrdcr tlìi-s \-icrr, the entirc dirìppcarance ('i erery Yestigc of tlìe
norirl renrrirìs ofRogrr Willi¿rÌrs texclìes after his deîth an inpressire
lei¡or of t!ìe rciuî.l physic¡:l rcsuÌrcctioD of theùr, by eYer-rctirrg naturel
causes, into rcrrc\ycd states of e\ÌsleDcc con-qtituting t l)hysical victolY
oYcr thc grtve, as iris Þrec"èÞts and c\anìpÌc, bcforc lÌis deatlì, lìÎYc taughü
the grcatcr nìoral victoÐ' oi the ChriÈtian faitlì orer worldly opplessiou.

Äi the close gf tlìcsc c&teftìl e\cav¿ìtions, aÌd dtÌri¡lg tlìc disapÞoint-
meùt, ìvhiclì ensued frcm fl[ding only a larcel ofroots nesilcd into the

I
!

I
p'lace oftlìc ieìiìaini of tlìe Founder of ilìc State of lhode Ishnd, all
pre,q{rrìt trìrrrcd t¡r tlÌc irìùocerìt ìo,rking apple tree, as the thicf ilìât hâd
stulcÙ tlìcDr aN¿l-. Thcle \rrs no nìistaliL-, fol ii lìed bren caughi iu ihe
act ofrobbiDg a gmre and olflpÞropriatiDg tlìc contcnts to iti oñr use,
¡î-iucorPoratirìg thrn iDto iti liriug trunk a¡d brancho-r. Thc sryollcn
Luds shoNcd tlì¿ìl, it Nxs l)teìlrtiug to slìo\I'ofl its -qpoils in ! rìc\\' suit, of
greer lo&r'es, rvith gey blo,(sonìs of rììany colors, as bînuers rcjoicilgly
httrÌ!í out. It ìyas trelily atìticiptted that, i¿ sould sooù iucotpontc e
portion ofthL'sc spoils into goldcn clìcekc(l aÞplcs to tentpt tlìd o$lìet
ofthe orchard to participatein t:he fiuitsolthisrobbery. One of the
genlle¡rìèn plesent| inìpressed s'ith the suspicion thrt ,,Uìe pattaket is âs
brd as tlìc thiet" e\clflitììcd to the Þtoprietor of tlÌe otchrr(¡, who ìras
Irrc-rerìL-" It is sùfficienily nanilcst Nlìy notlìing is left of nogcr \Yil-
liaDts, foL )'ou havc beeu câtiìg lÌin up in ilìc shaÞe of âÞples."

The accused !âriy ad¡nitted thât aPÞearance; \.erc agrinsi hilÌ, axl
-cùggested tlìc qucstioù that, âs lìis fathcr harl Þlrnted tlìc tüee and eatcn
nosi of thc fruit, tvlìetlìer hc nìi-qhi not lìimself be coùiidercd as oûe of
the l¡ìùrily offspring of ühe old plÌil¿ùthrollist ?

The peollc of Rhodc Islrnd haye been long reì)Ìo¡clÌed for the NaÌi of
due rererence for the foun(ìer .of thcir State. To c\plain tlìe cause of
this neglcct, rÍiihoùt atteilìÞting to âpologize for it, r.-fcrcnce lilr;t, bc had
to ilìc c¿rlyhi-story oftlìc first settlùrs ofNew Englancl.

E\tre¡ìc h¡rd¡hip aùcl Þriyetious aNrited rll thc enigTants lvlìo ffrsi
¿dveDturctl frìrth as pionecls to cÌear rNay ptiìlìit'Tr'l filre,rts, eûd to b¡ltle
ìrith thc ìratir-c iDhaLitants for tlÌe possessiorì of their huDiiDg grounds.
In tlìese brìtUe$ thc flrst settlcrs of ?royidence becamc inrolved,
aDd tlìeil trr$n Ñer l)uui in reyenge for tÌtc \Trongs conìÌììittcd o)ì the
IÌdiaul ì)y the Ììciglìboring colorìies. They lÌxd coDtiuu¿l Êlrugglci for
obtairìing drily food for the li\'¡rg, $iih ùo sptrc nìearìs for erectiDg ÌìoÌ1-
uìrìcìt3 o1'crthc dclrì. Tlìe piouecr ofthe arcir.Dtf¡rrc,<ts rleemcd lìin-
s!ìlflìaì)py\1itctr he hrd succecded itr cstablisl¡iÌrg lìis lìnìtill. itì r log
caùirì, aÌd ill pìeÌìtlng a fe\y acres of cottr âÌrong tlìc ììrge stunìls of
úrecs. A.t lìis deôilì, tlìe Ììeighbots gatlìetcd arorllìd lìis lìuùbìe ctbin,
âud borc a$'îy his body to e conl'eDicnt cornct ofthe fiìrm, ìio sculptor
ìyas the.e to recor(l lìis nftìte in Ì)rass or nar.blc; tnd the oDly tìaÌli ol
his ¡olitary gral'e Nas tbc Ìittlc norìùd rai,c€d rbovc uìc lercì of the ad-
jacent$'ecD sì1.rrdl)ytlìe frcslì adrìitiolì of ,,e¡rth to eaúlì, aihcs to
aslìes." OD l,he Nidorved Drotììer ofoU)han chjldrcn then deÍohed, as an
oùly heritrge, iùoleiìscd toils \.itìì diDiÌìislìed meatìs of subsistcrìcc.

Thot suclì Nas tlìe conditioù of thc furìÌily ofRoger lYilliauìs, is rccor-
dcd iD one of his lonching letteÌs ilescibilìg tìtc yi,<i¿ of lÌis good n'iend,
Gol'curor fÏi¡ìsloìy: ,, On depafiing, he slililled e piecc of gokl into the
haDrl olìry ìrile, for ilìc suppl]' of Ìù:,' intDìcdiate Dccessitics."

Then, agriu, one of tlìc prcveleÌìt secls of ehristirÌìs iìr this colon]'-the
Qurkcri, rrcre coqscicDtiously scruptìlous about iudulgiDg i¡ì lhe rorldly
rauityofsettitrgrìÞastone tyith e sculPtuted ntDìo to perpetrì¡tÈ ilre
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