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19 minutes that changed Rhode

24

~surrounding  the

By ELMER E. CORNWELL JR.

66
| COUP D'’ETAT” the

Journal called 1t the next
day. *'It savored far more
of Central Amencan meth-
ods than of those of a com-
monwealth of the Umon.”
And 1t was a kind of mild
coup d'etat—without tanks
State
House to be sure, as might
have been the case in Latin
America, but with burly
state policemen much in ev-
idence 1nside. There were
no casualties — but then,
coups d’etat in our neigh-
bors to the south often are
relatively bloodless. No one
fled to an embassy of a
fiendly neighbor for asy-
flum, but three Republican
state senators were arrested
on warrants issued by the
Democratic lieutenant gov-
ernor so that they would be
handy when needed.
Whatever it should have
been called, and whatever
political traditions 1t might
have been compared with
elsewhere, the episode,
most often referred to as
the Revolution of 1935, did
fit a kind of pattern that
had developed over the
years in “Rogues Island” as
we were called in colonial
times. There had been, for
instance, the burning of the
Gaspee 1n 1772, Though
this has been hailed as a
courageous act of patrnot-
1sm, techmcally it was a
lawless, even revolutionary

act at the time.
In 1842 there was the

famous Dorr War. It, like
the later Revolution, was
bloodless save for an in-
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nocent bystander and a
cow, but it was a revolution
or cavil war of sorts. In
1924, there was the explo-
sion of a bromine gas bomb
in the Senate chamber, sub-
sequent pandemonium, fol-
lowed by the self-exile of
the Republican senators at
Rutland, Massachusetts,
beyond the reach of any
warrants that mght have
been served by the Demo-
crauic heutenant governor.

If speedy carrying out of
well laid plans is any basis

for calling a political ma-

neuver revolutionary, the

_Plans were laid

in secret, un-
Yeiled In haste.

events of Tuesday, January

1, 1935, deserve the name.
According to the heading of
one story in Wednesday’s
Journal: ‘“‘Senate Takes
Only 14% Minutes To Pass
Revolutionary Measures.”
An abbreviated version of
the timetable the reporter
presents makes the point:

7:19 p.m.—Senate recon-
vened.

7:22 p.m.—Two Democrat-
IC senators sworn in to
replace two Republicans
whose elections had been
found invalid. (The Dem-
ocrats then-had a majori-
ty).

7:24 p.m.—Resolution
moved and adopted on
roll call vacating the seats
of all five members of the
state’s Supreme Court.

7:28 p-m.—Resolution
moved and adopted on a
voice vote abolishing the
Providence Safety Board.

7:32 p.m.—A lengthy bill of
58 pages reorganizing the

whole state government
structure introduced.

7:32% p.mi.—This bill was
passed.

7:33 p.m.—Motion is made
and adopted to transmit
these measures to the
House for action.

7:33'%2 p.m.—The Senate
recessed on a voice vote.

Well might the Journal
talk of ““haste.” That was
putung it mildly!

WHAT DID HAPPEN
on that January day in 1935
you might weli be asking,
perhaps with a trace of im-
patience. Before answering
the immediate question, a
word or two of background
1s required. Though 1t had
other very important by-
products, the Revolution
was basically a long delayed
grudge fight between the
Republican and Democrat-
iC parties.

Governor Theodore
Francas Green had been re-
clected in November, 1934,
for a second term—only the
fifth Democrat to serve
sitnce the Civil War. His
party had not controlled ei-
ther house of the General
Assembly since the turn of
the century (and probably
since the Civil War).

The Great Depression,
the attractiveness of Al
Smith as candidate for
President in 1928 (the first
Democrat to poll a majon-
ty 1n the state since the Civil
War), and the great popu-
lanty of Franklin Roosevelt
were to bring enormous
changes. In a word, the
state “‘turned over in bed”
politically. From being
staunchly Republican, in
season and out, Rhode Is-
land became almost equally
sobhdly Democratic.

The i1mmediate back-
ground of the Tuesday
coup d’etat lay in the fact
that, though the Democrats
had won the governorship
tn 1932, and though they
had improved their posttion
in the General Assembly,

they had stll not won con-

trol of either house. In fact,
they were two seats shy in
the House of Represent-
atives, and six short in the
Senate. Needless to say
they mounted a determined
drive in 1934 to capitahze
on their momentum- and
win long sought control of
the General Assembly. In
November when the ballots
had been counted, they
found that they had won
comfortably in the House
with a margin of eight seats.
The Senate results were dis-
appointing, however. After
the votes were all tabulated,
and recounts made in some
cases, it appeared that the
Republicans had 22 Sena-
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tors, to 20 for the Demo-
crats.

Two Senate contests, one
each in Portsmouth and
South Kingstown, had been
decided against the Demo-
crats by very close margins.

In Portsmouth, the Demo-
cratic challenger came out
only 39 votes behind his
rnival, and 1in South Kings-
town, the Democrat was
down a mere 61 votes in a
much larger total. A ray of
hope seemed to exist in ac-
cusations relayed to Liecu-
tenant Governor Robert
Quinn that one or both of
these two Democrats had
been “counted out” by Re-
publican poll officials.

A series of secret meet-
ings was held at Green's
home on John Street, in
Providence, at which the

Democratic big wigs can-
vassed their situation and
faid plans to try to remedy
1it. These meetings somehow
escaped the notice of the
Providence Journal and as a
result the battle plan that
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unfolded inauguration day,
Junuary lst, came as a total
surprise.

The paper was aware of
another series of meetings,
and reported on Sunday,
December 30th, 1t had
learned unofficially that
“By far the most compre-
hensive plan ever suggested
for reorganization of the
Rhode Island State Gov-
ernment has been incorpo-
rated in a voluminous bull
agreed on and ready to be
introduced by Democratic
leaders . .. .”” The accuracy
of the Journal's information
on this reform proposal
suggests that word may
well have been leaked, per-
haps to throw reporters off
the scent of other planning
efforts.

THE NEWSPAPER
which participants and ob-
servers of the events soon
o come read over their

mornng coffee New Year’s
Day, 1935, was strangely
and unintentionally pro-
phetic. Its story on the
launching of the new politi-
cal season began:

“A new year packed with
the possibility of more dra-
matic and far reaching po-
Ittical action than Rhode Is-
land has witnessed in a
decade will descend upon
the Siate House at noon
today when the General
Assembly convenes for the
second tnauguration of
Governor Theodore Fran-

- ¢1s Green.”

When the two houses
convened at mid-day, atten-
tion naturally focused on
the Senate. 1t met following
a Democratic caucus at
which those present were
given their first informaticn
about the drama in which
they were to play pre-deter-
mined parts. When Ljeu-
tenant  Governor Quinn
called the Senate to order.
all 42 members that had
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been elected, or thought
they had been elected, the
previous November were 1n
their seats.

Immediately upon bang-
ing the gavel, Quinn an-
nounced that he had re-
ceived  protests against
seating either Senator-elect
B. Earl Anthony of Ports-
mouth or Wallace Camp-
bell of South Kingstown.
Both were dumbfounded.

-Campbell’s  desk was

heaped with flowers sent by
well-wishers. But before
any <Xepublican had had
time to catch his breath, the
presiding officer ordered all
of the assembled members
sworn in—except Anthony
and Campbell.

This done, the Senate
Democratic floor leader,
Senator Wilham G. Troy of
Providence, arose and nomi-
tnated former Alderman
John J. McGrane of Provi-
dence as Senate reading
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clerk to replace the Repub-
lican who had served in the
previous session. The nomi-
nation was speedily second-
ed. Quinn quickly called for
other nominations, but be-
fore any Republican could
take advantage of his fleet-
ing opportunity, called for
a vote on McGrane which
he declared to have carned.
Again, no member of the
opposition party even had
time or presence of mind to
shout “‘nay” much less call
for a record vote.

The moment the gavel
banged on the rostrum sig-
nifying that that business
had been dispatched, Sena-
tor Troy was again on his
feet. Thus time he offered a
resoiution providing for the
appointment of a three-
member committee of sena-
tors to get the Portsmouth
and South Kingstown bal-

lots from the secretary of
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REVOLUTION

- State troopers
were called in

state’s vault, count the
votes cast for the two Sen-
ate seats and report back
their findings. This too was
quickly put to a voice vote
and declared passed before
any Republican could get
on his feet to obtain recog-
ntion.
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Senator Harry T. Bod-
well of Cranston, the Re-
publican floor leader, did
rnise and try to move the
adoption of the previous
sesston’s rules, but his mo-
tion failed to receive a sec-
ond, and meanwhile Troy
had called for a recess. This

was quickly put to a vote
and carried, though this
time at least one Republi-
can had found his voice and
called out *‘no.”

_THE RESOLUTION
setting up the special com-
mittee 1o count the ballots

. s
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What a whiskey. We made it
avery special way, fora

taste no other can match. All the
character of the beautiful
imports, plus a touch of genuine
USA flavor. If vou want to

know what's really happening,
try new Four Roses Premium.
You've got to taste it to believe it.

New FourRoses Premium
Made like no other to taste like no other
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was quickly transmitted to
the House, passed there,
and signed by the Gover-
nor. Meanwhile, the Demo-
crats—probably with the
Republican exit to Mas-
sachusetts 1n 1924, effec-
tively denying the Senate a
quorum, 1n mind—moved
to prevent their plans from
being spoiled 1n the same
manner.

Republican members did
begin leaving the State
House for their homes, but
warrants were ready for the
arrest of three, for one of
whom, Archibald Kenyon
of Richmond, the Demec-
cratic leadership had plans.
Another of the three suc-
ceeded in leaving the build-
ing before the state troopers
sent to arrest him could
carry out their assignment.
The third was found in his
office (where he performed
his duties as state labor
commissioner). He submit-
ted to arrest and ended up
treating his captors to sup-
per in the State House res-
taurant. Kenyon made no
attempt to leave the build-
ing.

House passage and signa-
ture completed, Lieutenant
Governor Quinn called the
Senate back into brnef ses-
sion. The three-member
committee was appointed
to consist of two Demo-
crats and one Republican,
Senator Kenyon. The Sen-
ate agam recessed to recon-
vene when the committee
was ready to report.

Awaiung this ad hoc can-
vassing body in the office of
the secretary of state was
the Republican deputy sec-
retary. He had the combi-
nation of the vault, and the
ever ‘careful Democrats had
staioned a state trooper
with him. They even had
lunch sent to him as he
waited, not knowing why
the precautions were being
taken. When the committee
appeared and asked for the
ballots, the deputy secre-
tary of state complied, pos-
sibly because two more
state troopers had entered,
each carrying a heavy
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siedge to use on the door if
necessary.

IT IS LIKELY that no
one will ever know what re-
ally went on in the commut-
tee room where the ballots
were then re-examined and
re-tabulated, nor whether
any advance approach had
been made to Kenyon. He
was interviewed by a Jour-
nal reporter afterward, and
described the process he
and his colleagues followed
in their count.

He was the first to handle
each ballot, he said,
whereupon he stated his

plexion. In an opinion
handed down in 1883 the
court had held that the
General Assembly  was
without power to call a con-
vention to revise the state
constitution, thus leaving
only the cumbersome
amendment process as a
means of making changes.
The Democrats had long
sought alteration of the leg-
1islative apportionment for-
mula which weighed heavily
in favor of the Republican
small towns. There were
also election -decisions in
the past that rankled and
scemed partisanly moti-
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opinion of it and passed it vated. A newly constituted
over to the two Democrats. court would presumably -
Senator Kenyon is quoted be more sympathetic. '
directly by the reporter as Th; abohtion of the
having said: “I'm satisfied Providence Sﬂfﬁty Board 1s :
that the count we made was of less long term impor- - % i
fair, that all the ballots we tance. In previous years the )
counted should have been General Assembly had en-
counted, and that those we acted  legislation  which .
threw out, should have pl&Cﬁd control of the Cit}f,S -
been thrown out.” police and fire departments - |
Upon the completion of iIn  this  state-appointed el ;
the committee’s work, the board, a move that the “ : )
Senate again reconvened, as Democrats resented and in- 5 |
noted earlier, at 7:19 p.m. 1t sisted was a demal of home .
accepted the report, In ruie. |
which the three members T
unanimously found that HE executive branch re- )
Republicans Anthony and form legislation. the one :
Campbell had not been part of the whole scenano _-7_-:
propetly elected, and that which had been known in
therefore the two Demo- advance, may well have
crats, Joseph P. Dunn of been the most important re- o
Portsmouth and Dr. form enacted that January s s .
Charles A. White Sr. of Ist. Some of the motives of o I
South Kingstown, should the Democrats were clearly -:f--_.;
be swom in. Dunn, they quite 1mmediate and in-
found, had, won by 10 volved patronage: dises- -
votes, White by 26. As we tablishing jobs out from
have seen, the seating of the under Republicans and _ q _
(WO Démgcrats was ac- Creating a new s¢t that Ihﬂ}' T T - ) TTT
complished with dispatch,_ themselves could fill with
whereupon the Senate pro.  their supporters. In long GOSSARD’S CURVY ANSWER
ceeded to its substantive range terms, however, the - |
business. result was to provide badly if you're looking for control and a slimming look, Answer by
needed modernization of Gossard is your “instant diet.” Try Curvy, the newest
C the state government struc- Answer, of nylon and Lycra® spandex power net.
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timately the Assembly) that time) nine new depart- | |
passed with such breathtak- ments in which all functions BduPont’s reg. tam.
ing efficiency is in order. could be brought together
The Democrats had more and coordinated. AT THESE FINE STORES AND BRANCHES: -
than one grudge against the The office of governor THE OUTLET CO.
Supreme Court besides its was also greatly strength-
chronic Republican com- ened by the reform. The THE SHEPARD CO.
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REVOLUTION

A star fell
on Chicago

state’s chief executive had
had relatively little control
over the former board
members and agency heads.
Most were beholden to the
General Assembly. He
could therefore be chief ex-
ecutive in name only. Since
the new legislation specifi-
cally empowered the gover-
nor to appoint the new de-
partment heads, and
provided that they serve
during his pleasure, he
could assume genuine re-
sponsibility for the conduct
of state business.

Finally, all of these
changes, as we noted at the
beginning, had the collec-
tive effect of ushering In
and confirming an era of
Democratic control of the
state government which,
with a few relatively bnef
and partial Republican in-
terludes, has extended
down to the present.

We' might end this ac-
count with one alleged reac-
tion to events in Litte
Rhody that fateful first of
January. I have been told
that when Colonel Robert
R. McCormick, the then
publisher of the Chicago
Tribune and an ardent Re-
pubtiican of quite conserva-
tive persuasion, heard of
the doings in Providence, he
ordered the huge flag that
hung 1n the lobby of the
Tnbune Tower taken down,
and one star—Rhode Is-
land’s—torn off. Thus did
the annoyed Colonel read
our state out of the union
for 1ts sins. |

He was later informed, so
the story goes, that desecra-
tion of the flag was a feder-
al offense, and reluctantly
had the star restored. |
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