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300 t\ttrrtr,g n ttsett ÍIi stor ícal ßeg ister.

The rneeting of the -{ssociation-being its regulal monthl.y
session-was held in Fr¿inklin Lyceum Hall, No. 62, Wcst-
rninstel stleet, Providence,I)ecember 7, 1885. Aftel thc usual
opening alid reading of leeords, on rnotion of Hori. J. N.
Arnold, it was

Resol.ued, That the Presirlent ìre lequestetl to appoint ¿
committee t<-r inr¡rile into the intloduction of the fir,st stcarn
engine into the State-who n'as its l-ruiltler', rvho pur,clrlserl it,
and to what uses it was put ; saiil comruittcc to t,e¡ror.t at the
next meeting.

'Ihe Hon. Elisha D¡'er rvas so appointet'Ì.
Plesident Hatnmo¡rd then nrarle thc follou'ing

,\DDRÐSS

I'u,clies ctncl (lentlen¿ei¿ :

'I'hrough the coultesy of the Rev. !'r'ecleric l)euison antì Mr'.
Myel l{oot, Acting lì¿rbìri of tìre fsraelites in this r-rit)'r vo¡ ¿u'e to-
cìay to hear sornewhat of the Flebrews in this State, lntl rvitrrrrss
arr illustlation of t portion of theil religiorrs service ns cour'lucrtcd
in their syn:ìgognes. 'Ihese people i, otttuctrdlt¡ ar.c tlie tlesccl-
rlants crf J¿r,cob aucl plofessors of the Jewish rcligion, bnt timaa,itlly
they are believels iu, aucl the selvauts of (iotl." 'lìre vely nlrrne
of .Iew h¿rs lreen associatecl in our rnilds rvith thr: itlea of ., \y:ùlì-
der'eL " - a people arva.y frotn houte-sc¿r,ttelecl tìlììotìg nìarìy
nations-not mixilg with auy, but ever pleser,ving their tlis-
tinctive cllur'¿rcrteristies, aud uraintrriniug with une-rarnplccl faith-
fuluess the flaith ¿lutl rvorship of their fathels in all l¿ncls rlttl
unelel all cilcur¡st¿ruces. Arrcieutly honorerì, ¿s the chosen
peo¡lle of Gotl, they have evcf ¿rplle¿rrecl as his chanpions, bear,ilg
on their banuers tiro mystic rvortls-talisln¿rnic n'ith theru evcr.y
lyltete-r( Hear', 0 lsr¿rcl: 'lhe Lord our' (iocl is oue l,old."

'Io-tla,y we sh¿rll he¿rr these wortìs ts they tvet'o olìce ntteleicl in
theil soleluu assernlllies; alcl ns we listetr, uì¿t)'1ye trlrttrìr soulc of
the atuospberre ancl inspiration that oucc filled thoir. temples rncl
proclaimetl their God'( the Gocl autl I,'ather of us all."

The Presiclent theu called upon thc Secletar.y, Rev. Fretleric
Denisorr, rvho leatl the followillg pa,per pleparcd by hirn r_nr
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TIIE ISRAELITES IN RIIODE ISI,ÀND.

IMhile for thousands of years the wollcl has l¡een valiously en-
deavoring to exteuninate the clescenclants of Äblaham, that
rernarkable people still preserve theil iclentity antl iu both flesh
and spirit manifest eyen a uatioualit¡, and are evidently reselyed
by Divine Providence fot sone important lnission in the great
economy of the ages. 'Ihey present ¿r, historic proltlem to lte cle-

voutly studied. By them tlie history of the wolld h¿rs beeu gleatty
colorecl. Whatever relates to their cal'eer, of olcl or of late, is
invested with large interest.

They have a goocl recorcl on orÌr continent ancl iu our republic.
'!Ye here seek to present a palt of that stor,v. We propose what,
siugularly enough, with the exception of a small rnouogla¡rh on
the Jews iri Newpolt, by Mr. Masou of that city, never ìtefore
has been unclertakeu, namely, to collect and put together all ob-
tainable facts, from their widely scatterecl souLces, for a chapter
of their life and cloings in Rhocle Island.

By the Jewish Cemetery and the Jervish Synergogue in Newport,
so reverently chelished ancl studiecl in that (( queerr of sulnmer
lesoltsr" large historical and religious credit a,r'e reflected upou
the city and incleed upon the whole State. 'I'hese preserve strnnge
aud rich memories of a people whose large comruercial activities
and sacrecl assemblies orìce gave irnportance to our colony ancl
great honor to our religi<lus freeclom.

Frour fragmentary uotices glearied from various quarters, from
all kuown pelsonal recot'ds and inciclental allusions, we have
aimed to reproduce that by-gone ancl iufluential tife. Uufortu-
nately the records proper of the Newporr Jews, particularly those
of the Synagogue, have in maiu perished, haviug been l<lst ¡trob-
ably witìr other valuable Newport papers in the clisasters of that
city during the Revolution. Ihe Scrolls of the Law belonging to
the Synagogue were however finally entrusted ts the keeping of
the Portuguese Synagogue in New Yolk City.

'Ihe persecutions of the Middle Ages, often auimated by race-
hatred, bore so heavily upon the children of Israel that they were
driven to whatever refuges could be found. lhe exiles from the
Spanislr Peninsula, driven out by the cruel expulsiou of 1492,
tuurecl their feet to all lautls rvhere syrnpathy rlight be fouucl.
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llr:luy of thenr rvere aftelwanls founcl iu Iloll¡,rrtr. Not a ferv.f
those wele distinguishetl for rve¿r,lth, cultule aucr iutclrigence. ru-
deed the r)ortuguese Jews regalcìctl theuselvcs antl rvercr rcgartÌerì
by others as the aristoclacy of their lace.

s<,¡on aftel th. .rirl.e colony founcled by rìoger \\rilli¿u.s antl
Johu cl¿rlkc bec¿unc lino'wn ¿rs a sanctualy for' Pelsccutcrì con-
sciences, certai¡r Jervs frulu Flullantl, rvbose urcestoLs rvcr.e flonr
s¡ra,in, sorrglrt lcfuge aud abotle on thcsc, theu the oury religirrrsly
ft'ee, sholes of the wor'ìtl. Sotuc i{, is th<_'ught canro ftoru Orr-
r¿ì,çoâ. Ancì soltre, it is knorvu clu|e by ûhe rvry of ì{crv Âruster'-
claur (Ncw Yolk) hlyirig ì-reen exliellecl in 1ti¡'t ìry (love'uol,
stu¡'vcsrtrrt. rt is thought thrt the .filst Jen's re uchctl -Ncrv rorlç
neu'l6í10.

rt seems evitlerrt that sorrre lcachecl Ncwpolt nrrirc John olallie
rvts iu uuglarrrl sccuring the sect.¡ucl ch¿r'tcr. of the ct-rlony. of
tlle nlures <-¡f the most of these rvho lilst cru.re , r_¡r' thc ex¿xlt drtes
of theil coruing we lrre uot positively iufot'rnctl.

Âs rvith the other settlels, tl-rcil rvolshill for ¡, long tirnc was iu
thcir' Private tlrveÌlings aucl was solueryh¿lt irilouual. Irutelirrg
ilto tlatlc, rvhich of l¿rte ceuttrlies h¿rs Lleeu thc passion of theil
rllce, thc¡' steaclil¡' iricreasecl iu nuurber.s antl iu r,esoulccs, :r,nrl
thele)ry atlcletl both tr-¡ the rePutati<.¡n ¿¡ucl ryc¿ltli of thc colouy.

\\'herr tlc¿rth inr'¿cled theit lauks thcy souglrt lr, Il:rchpcìah rll
theil orvu'wherc they ruight lay tìreil rleutl. l'wo of thcir num-
ber', l\'Iot'tlccai L)ar'¡ralua,ll ¿r,urì ÀL'ses Ireclicchoc, J)cc. 2g, 10?7,
bought t-¡f N¿rtliuuiel l)iclicls the glouud, siuce clllilgetl rucl im-
llloYctl, ilow so lveÌl linorvlr as the JewishccDreter'y, nt tlie juuc-
tiorr <.¡f Iiry autl 'r'our'<.r streets. 'r'he ear.ly s.r'*ves iu thei. plltce
of sc¡rultule pleserrt no ilselil.¡ctì stones, rurrr, rikc thc glllvcs of
othel cat'l¡' settlcls, are rìo\y irrtlistinguishal_rlc.

illhrrt tllese chikìr'crn of :\bl'aharìì \\.el'e kiltìly lcccivctl irr lìhoelc
rsl¿rutl is shorvu by thc ¡tct,iou c¡f the (jeuer.al Assenrbly rurtleL
date of Jrrne :14, 1tiS,[, r'erLcliug as follows :

t' voterl: ru ¿rnsryer to the lietitiou <.¡f sirnon llctlns, I)ayitlIlr'l'u, ar<l associ¿tes,.being Jõws, ¡rresentecl t' this AsÁernbly,
l-reuring date June the 24th, log+: 

.we 
clecla.e thrt they m¿ì), ex-

pect as g<-rocl pr.otection here &s arìy straugers, bei'g riol, ,ri u.,,.
¡atiou rcsidiug ar'oDg ns iu_tìris tris lla;eJty's'colloiy, t-rught to
have, beilg obcclieut io liis Majesty's laws.,'-
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When they tlualilìecl themselves antl soúght the plivilege, they
were admittecl freemeu of the colony, like otlters, by vote of the

General Assembly. (See Colouy Iìecorcls.) 'I'heir enjoyment of
civil aucl religious freeclom, so rigiclly aud bittelly refttsecl theru

throughout tìre worlcl, but so freely grantetl in this craclle of soul-

liber.tyr antl their uulestlained participation in comrnel'cial atrcl

civil affails, rvet'e a happy illustlation of the spirit arrcl il|inciples
of the colony, antl constitute a pleasing chalrtel iu the history of

the state. Incleecl they were here ahvays treatecl accorcling t<r

their uanhoocl ¿ucl their worth.
prior to 1750 some distingrrishccl spariish Jervs by the uarne of

Lo¡.rc2 appear.iu the affairs of Nervport, anrl soon lve fintì assr¡ci-

atecl rvith them a uurnber of their kiDdred. all these, iu intelli-

geuce as in estate, lvere of a superior class, as their after career

testifiecì. I{ere they euteÏecl largely upon tnarine ancl nlelcantilc

pursuits aud were greatly prosltelecl in their cntet'plises. Their

loalniug aucl skill in practical sciences became rn aicl ancl atlolu-

meut to the life of tl-e colony. Moses Lopez effectively servecl

the colony as a translator of the spanish language, for which

service he received certaiu legisla,tive favors. In 1750 the colo-

nial Assembly grantecl him " a patcntr" or exclusive right, for

'( the art ancl mystery " of making potash, a, plocess then tt l<nown

to vcry few iu l,he kingdom " of Great tsritain. At tìre same

ti[re the colony forbade the sale of ashes beyoncl its lirnits that

Mr. Lopez might have the more aclvantage.

Aaron Lo¡tez, also eminent for abitity' seems to have here in-

troclucecl irnpoltaDt tracle with foreign ports. At the opening of

the Revolution, Aaron and Moses Lopez owned uot less than

tweuty-seven square-rigged vessels engaged in foreigu voyages

ancl in the whale fishery. For that clay this was â,n immense busi-

ness for two men. Nearly if not quite all these vessels were

lost cluring the war. Moses hacl a blother Jacob, whose record

\ve atc now unable to trace. certainly Newport's early aclvant-

ages from tracle with distant lands were derived largely frorn these

Israelites.
Jacob Rotlrigues Iìiviera intr.oducecl into Newport, ancl so into

our country, the pl'ocess of manufactLrring spermaceti.

On account of the terrible earthcluake at Lisbon, in Portugalt

Nov. 1, 1755, other Jews of that couutry wele scatterecl allload'
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Anrong thesc w¿rs a regulal olthotlo-x Hclrrew Iìnbbi lìrìnìe(l Isarùc
'Iouro. He reachecl Ncwport, R. I., ¿s early as 1758; lllobaìrly
a litlle eallier. Here he founcl enough of his eountlyruen to ltg
gathererl into a legular orthotlox congregation. Reiug ¿r, rn¿u r-¡f

talents, br<¡¿rcl erìucation and aldent Heblew cìevotion: he hee¿rr¡e

a leacìer &lnong his people alìd thoroughly ot'grnizecl thetl fol es-
tablishetl worship. The corrglegn,tion åìppeals in legular folr¡t irr
1758, nncl was nanrecl Yeshuat Israel, signifying tlrc. (( Strellsth
of Israel," the nanre evel after forrut-l in all the noticcs of the
assenbly ant-l evcn orì sorne of the tornltstoltes of tllc melnìlers.
I'he lìer'. 1\[r. 'I.oulo thetr proceedcd to secut'e a house of rvorship
fol his flocli. With the gorìetous eontributions of his peolile unrl
theil flientls I'rc fìnally I'aisetì the ntrcessary fnurìs for'l,htr oì'ccliorì
of tho solid antl lleautifrrl Synagogue no\y so valuecl in Ncu'polt,
loeatctl miclu'uy on the not'th sicle of 'I'ouro stleet. 'l'hc lnriltler
rvas the farnous Peter Ilrtrison, rvho wrìs rìssistant alchitect of
Illenheirn llonse, Englancl, ancl builcler of the Colouy llouse-
uow the State House-in Newport, iu 1742, as ¿rlso of thc lìed-
w<rocl Libraly Iìuilcling, in 1748-50, 1'ìrc *'e¿rlthy .Lrrvs .rver.e

resolverl upon ft ìrouse lvolthy of tìreil ancient faith aucl of tìreil
lalgc pecuuialy resoulces. 'l'he ctlifice was begun in 1762, antl
1y&s (( cronseclate<l Dec. 3, 1763. ('l'ebet, Ä. N{. 5524, in I{elrrew
chlonolog¡',) being the l,'east of Decìication in the Jervish c¡rletì-
tler'. I'he Iìitual (I\finhag) \r¿ùs in the Poltusuese tongue, ìrut
the Scrolls aurì reatliug of the Law were, as always, in Heblerv.
1'he tìay of cleclication (callecl Hanneah) wts the Jewish fcstival
in commernoration of the ledeclication of the Ternple ¿t Jerusa-
lem by Judas l\{accabees, B. C. 163, (See 1. M¿rccabecs IV. 59).
That was a historic day in Newpolt when for the flrst tirne, untler.
Rhocle Islanrl's ægis of religious lilterty, was clevoutly urtl fully
celcbratecl that ancient Jewish fenst, aucl the chikh'eu of Al¡r'¿lhant
joyfully crtelet'l their new ancl elegant Syuagoguc. 'I'hen .ú was
thele very grcat glaclness a,rnong the people."

'Ihe stmcturr: is of brick ancl stone, rneasuring 48 lty 40 feet
on the grountl, ¿urcl h*s a wing on the nolth sicle ; both llalts two
storics in heielìt ; a Iìne portico on its frout to the n'est ; the
whole, both exterior and interior, in chaste Rollan Doric style of
¿r'chitectule ; a really superb eclifice for its clay, and still justly
admiletl. Its ft'ont is lro[ to the stleet but to the west, as all
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regular synagogues are built, that the worshippers may turn their
faces directly toward Jerusalem. The assembly room has gal-
leries on the north, west, and south. Near the front entrance is
the large, squâre reading desk that faces eastward. On the east
wall is the cabinet to contain the Scrolls of the Law and other
preciotts articles. No permaueut seats wele eyel proviclecl; only
chairs and benches were occasionally introducecl. Usually the
worshippers stood, all with their heacls covered, ancl in acts of
worship turned their faces to the east. In the lower story of the
wing were the means for preparing the unleavened breacl for the
Passover. The women enter the wing and ascend by stairs to the
galleries, the only part of the builcling assigned to them. Among
the Orthodox Jews the men &nd women are apart in the syna-
gogue service. This custom is not followed by the Reformed
Jews.

fn this sanctualy in Newport the Hebrews, while they grew in
numbers and opulence, joyfully met to celebrate their rites and

festivals with holy chantings. For thirteen years, unclisturbed,
they kept their Sabbaths, the Feast of Passover, the Feast of
Pentecost, the Feast of the New Year, the Feast of l'abernacles,
the Feast of the Eighth Day of Solemn Convocation, ancl the
Feast of the Day of Atonement. The synagogue hacl a Minister',
a President, a Board of Directols, a Treasurer and a Secretary.

I'hat some youths of the stoek of Àbraham studied in -Brown
Universitv is concluded from the fact that the college authorities
instituted a regulation excusing Jews from attending collegiate
cluties on their Sabbaths (Saturtlays).

Among the Newport worshippers were some wealthy Spanish
and Portuguese families from the adjacent colonies, as Newpolt,
then having a population of about six thousancl, was the leading
com¡nercial port in this country, and in culture was deemed 6(the

Athens of America."
Among the notable Hebrew families were found such names as

Benjamin, Elizar, Hart, Hays, Lucena, Levy, Lopez, Oliveyt'a,
Polok, Riviera, Seixas, and Touro.

'fhese were Orthoclox Israelites (Sephardirn), in distinction
from what are known as Reformed Israelites (Ashkenarim). As
an indication of their learning it may be mentioued that I)r. Ezra

I
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Stiles, then a preacher in Newport ancl afterwards Pr.esirìent of
Yale College, took lessons in the Hebrew tongue of these Israelites.

In 1760 these Jews reported above sixty families. When f)r.
Stiles reportecl :.seventy souls" as constitutiug bhe church he
must have meaut heatis of farnilies, a Jewish mode of counting.
Prior to the Revolution, says a Newport annalist, (( upwalcls of
three hundrecl attendeti the synagogue." As they wele religiously
opposed to a (( numbering of the peolile " they cìicl tot give theil
narnes and numbers when the families of Newpolt wer.e coultetl
in 1774.

("fhe able and faithful Rabbi," fsaac 'Iont'o, malriecl Reyla
Hays, a sistel of Moses Hays then of Newport, and aftelwards
a resiclent of lloston. fsaac ancl Reyna hacl three childreu:
Abralram, born in 1773; Juclah, boln in 1775; Reìtecca, born iu
1779. Occasiou will appear hereafter for. speeking of Äbraliarn
a¡rcl Juclah. Iìebecca narriecl Josiah Loltez who lived on the
nolth side of thc Parade, a part of Newpolt coutaining numerous
Jewish dwelliugs.

Just as Newport was leachiug a wonclerful pitch of conmercial
plospet'ity the storrn of the Revolution gathered and bloke. It
swept sea ancl lancl. Ships and shops, lnerchandise ancl ruer-
chants wele scattered. Rabbi Touro and his peolrle were obligecl
to flee. He linally went to the West Inclies, where at Kingston,
Jamaica, while labor.iug for his people, he cliecl Dec. 8, 1288, agecl
folty-six ye&rs. We infer that lie was buried wher.e he diecl.
Rhocie rslancl, in view of his chalacter ancl labors owes hiru ¿rn

encluring recolcl.
His sons, Allraham aud Juclah, were ¡rlacecl with their uncle,

Moses Hays, in Boston, with whom they lealned to be wise ancl
successful irnporting melchants. Their mother, at her cleath, was
laid with solernn service in ttre Newport cemetery.

while the Blitish occupietl Nervport, confìscation aucl ¡rlLrncler,
camp fires ancl army exactions, left but little of the large rlebrerv
ploperty. (6'Ihe north sicle of the Parade was once covelerì with
Jewish 

'esicle'ces 
which were clestroyed.,, .Ihe Sy'agogue was

sparccl tliougli its cloors were closed. For half a century thele-
after, except for certaiu funerals of Jews, no readiug of the Law,
no intoning of the Prophets, no chanting of the psalms, were
ofrcially performecl within the sacred walls. rt was a veritable
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dispersion. The harps were on the willows hung. Ancl but few
of the olcl congregation ever returned to Newport to remaiu.

By a custom fì,mong the Orthodox Jews, it requires ten pelsous
present on B,ny given occasion in the synagogue to form the proper
number to offer acceptable pra,yer ; a usage suggestecl by the
menl,ion in Moses' writings of the (ú ten righteous merì " required
to effectually intercede for Sodou. Obedience to this custoln ex-
plains in part the long closing of the Newport Synagogue.

The Jervs were frieuds of the colonies in the Revolutionary
struggle. They gave liberally of their rneans to sustain the pat-
riot cause. In some cases they servecl in the contiuental armies.
'Ihe address they delivered to Gen. W'ashington on his accession
to the Presidency of our nation Tras ore of great beauty of ex-
pression and pertinency of sentiment. The r.e¡rly they received
was equally complimentary, felicitous aud just. Always the
Jews have stood on the side of liberty.

Abraham l'ouro, educated and established in Boston, became
a m&n of high reputation, large tratle and enviable fortune. He
acquired his wealth as an importer, tradirrg particularly with ports
on the shores of the Mediterranean. At his death iu October,
1822, in the forty-eighth year of his age, his clirect bequests
amounted to more than sixty-thousancl dollars, not inclutliug
goods, stores, merchandise ancl a balance to his blother. Judah
and his sister Rebecca.

'We may mention the chief these bequests:

" $10,000 to the Legislature of Rhorle fsland for. the lrulpose
of supporting the Jewish Synagogue in that State, in special
trust, to be appropriated to that object in such manner as the
said Legislature together with the municipal authority of the town
of Newport from time to time may direct and appoint."

" $10,000 to the 'Irustees of the Jewish Synagogue in New
York."

(' $10,000 to the Massachusetts General Hospital."
(( $5,000 to the Trustees of the Asylum for Indigent Boys in

Boston."

" $5,000 to the Female Asylum for orphans in Boston."
66$5,000 to the municipal authorities of Newport" (. for re-

pairing and preserving the street leading from the burying grouncl
(Jervish Cemetery) to the ruain street."
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.. $5,000 to a Humane Society."

'( $51000 to Moses Myers in trust."
(ú S2,000 to Moses L. Moseg."
(6 $2,000 to Miss Juliet Lopez of New Yolk."
(( $1,000 to Miss Fr¿nces Brllner."
tc $500 to Nathan Cobb, a yellow ser\ra,nt."
(6 $500 to Williarn B. Pt'octor'."
From the avails of one of his bequests, iu 1843, the Synagogue

grounds were enclosecl witlt heavy, cut granite walls antl rnassive

iron palings, ancl aclornecl with a l-¡eautiful Quincy glanite gate-

way, the cap of which bears his name ancl the Jewish date of
erection Â. M. 5603.

His bocly w:rs blougltt aucl clevoubly laitl in the cemetcty tltat
was so tlear to him ; aucl in vierv of his active, entelprising life
autì his mauy and lalge benevoleuces, it is uo woutler tlrrrt his

name here

" Smells sweet and blossoms flom the tlust."

Juchh Toulo, etlttcatetl in like trannet to tracle, also l.recatne a

ln&n of opulence ancl of very witle reputation. IIe pulsuetl his

business crìreel chiefly in the south, particuÍarly in New Orleatts,

wbere he settled before Louisiana w¿ìs ptuch&sed, in i803, by the

United States. While &n emirent rnelchant he was alive to lll
benevolences autl all patriotic endeavols. In the last rval rvith
Englaud he selvecl with Gen. Jacksou in the tlefeuse of l{ew Or'-

leans antl received Jan. 1, 1815, a se\¡ere wouncl iu llattle. He

became famous by his deeds of kindness ancl his rnunificent gifts.
His wealth became immense.

In 1843, at an expense of about $12,000, he erected heavy cut
granite walls and strong iron palings atountl the Nervpolt Jervish

Cemetery, where his kindled sleep, ancl adornecl the etttrance with
a superb Quircy grarite gateway in pure Egyptian style of archi-
tectnre, a style peculiarly rich in memolial associations. 'l'he

cap of this gateway is embellished with a wingecl globe while tl-rc

posts bear inverted torches.

Judah died in New Orleans Jan. 4, l8õ4, in his seventy-ninth
year, leaving bequests to institutions and persons to the arnottnt

of $4õ9,000, not inclucling lalge gifts of real estate aucl property
to the Hebrew eongregation in Nêw Orleans and to fouud a IIe-
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brerv Hospital in that city, with a residue to his .( clear old friencì,,'
Rafer Davis Shepherd, of Virginia, 6( to whom, utcler Divine
Proviclence he was iudebted for the preservation of his life when
he rvas wouucled " in battle.

lYe may mention the principal bequests:
{i80,000 for establistiing an Alms House in New Orleaus.
$50,000 to Per Moses Montefiore, of Londou, to be usecl for

the relief of Jews in the Holy Lancl.
$20,000 to the Hebrew Education Society, Philaclelphia, peun.
S20,000 to the Jews Hospital Society of the city aud state of

New York.
$13,000 to the Talmuth Torah School Funcl of the city of New

York.
$10,000 to the city of Newport, R. I., for the pulchase of the

Olcl Stone lVlill property as a Public Park ancl promenade grouud.
$10,000 to the North -A.merican Relief Society for incligent

Jews of Jerusalem and Palestine, in the state aud city of New
York.

$10,000 to the Massachusetts Female Hospital.
$10,000 to pay the salary of a reader or ministel to olìiciate in

the Synagogue in Newport, R. I., ancl to eudow the rninistry of
the same, as well as to keep in repair and embellish the Jewish
Cernetery in Newport aforesaid.

$10,000 to Aaron Reppell Josephs, of New Orleans.
$10,000 to Gershom Kurshudt, of New Orleans.
$10,000 to Pierre .A.ndre Destrae Careuaæ, of New Orleans.
$7,000 to the three daughters of Moses M. Myers, of lìich-

mond, Va.
$7,000 to the surviving chiklren of the late Samuel Myels, of

Richmond, Va.
S5,000 to the Hebrew Benevolent Association, of New Orleans.
$5,000 to the Congregation Shangaria Chased, of New Orleans.
$5,000 to the Ladies Benevolent Society, of New Orleans.
$5,000 to the Hebrew Foreign Society, of New Orleans.
$5,000 to the Orphan Home Asylum, of New Orleans.
$5,000 to the Society for the Relief of Destitute Orphan Boys

iu the Fourth District of New Orleans.
$5,000 to St. .A.rmas Asylurn for the Relief of Destitute Fe-

rnales aud Cllildlen.
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*5,000 to the New Orleans Female Orphan Asylun,
$5,000 to St. Mary's Catholic Boys' Asylum.
$5,000 to Milsie Âsylum, of New Orleans.
$5,000 to the Fireman's Charitable Ässociation, of New Orleans.

$5,000 to the Seaman's House in the l'irst Distlict of New ()r'-
leans.

$5,000 to the l{ebrew Conglegation Chachay Shalome, Rostorr,
Mass.

$5,000 to the Hebrew Congregatiou, Hartfold, Conn.

$5,000 to the Hebrew Cougregation, New Flaven, Coun.
$5,000 to the Heblew Beuevolent Society, r\Íashehat Nlfcsh,

of Nerv York.
$i5,000 to the Flebrew Benevolent Society, Gilneleet Chasccì, of

New Yorlr.
$5,000 to the Heblerv Conglegation, Beth shalome, of Rich-

rnoncl, Va.
$5,000 to the Hebrew Congregation, Sheareth fsrael, of Charles-

ton, S. C.

$5,000 to the Heblew Congregation, Mikoe fsleel, of Sayan-
nah, Ga.

$5,000 to the Jews Hospital, of Cincinnati. Ohio.
$5,000 to the Asylum of Orphan Boys, Boston, lVlass.

$5,000 to the Female Orphan Asylum, Bostorr, Mass.
$5,000 to Miss Catharine Hays lhis cousil), of Riclunoncl, Ya.
$5,000 to su¡rply Clapp Twing, of Boston, I\fass.
$5,000 to Mistress Iìllen Brooks, wife of Gorham Brooks, of

Boston, Mass.
$3,000 to the Rev. Theoclore Clapp, of New Orleans.
$3,000 to the Redwoocl Library, of Newport, R. I., for. boolis

or repairs.
$3,000 to the Educational Institution of the Hebrew Conglegn-

tion, Briai Jeshurum, of New York.
S3,000 to the Hebrew Congregation, Shangarai Tefila, of New

York.
$3,000 to the Ladies' Benevolent Society, New York city.
$3,000 to the Female Hebrew Benevolent Society, of Philaclel-

pìria, Penn.
$3,000 to the Unitecl Hebrew Benevolent Society, of Philartel-

phia, Penn.
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S3,000 to the Hebrew Congregation, Ashabat Israel, of Fells
Point, Baltimore, Md.

$3,000 to the Hebrew Congregation, Adas Israel, of Louisville,
Ky.

$3,000 to the Hebrew Congregation, Briai fsrael, of Cincinnati,
Obio,

$3,000 to the Hebrew School, 'Ialmud Yeladin, Cincinnati,
Ohio.

S3,000 to the Hebrew Congregation, Tifereth Israel, Cleveland,
Oliio.

$3,000 to the Hebrew Congregation, Briai el fsrael, St. Louis,
lVIo.

$3,000 to the Hebrew Congregation, Beth el Israel, Buftalo,
N. Y,

$3,000 to the Hebrew Congregation, Beth eI fsrael, Albany,
N. Y.

$3,C00 to the Rev. Isaac Leeser, of Philadelphia, Penn.
$3,000 to the Rev. Moses N. Nathan, and his wife, of London.
$2,500 to Mrs. M. D. Josephs, of New Orleans.
$2,500 to Mrs. Rebecca Kurshudt, of New Orleans.
$2,000 to the Hebrew Congregation, of Memphis, Tenn.
$2,000 to the Hebrew Congregation, of Montgomery, Ala.
$2,000 tothe Hebrew Congregation, Shangarai Shamoyen, of

Mobile, Ala.
Surely Jutiah TÍas a, princely giver. His remains were brought

to Newport and with fitting solemnity antl ceremony, June 6,
1854, laicl in the cemetery that he had adorned. Over his remains
stands a substantial granite monument. At his burial there was
placed with his remains a small portion of earth that had been
brought from Palestine.

In this last named particular, we meet with an old custom, fol-
lowed as far as possible by the Orthodox Ieraelites. Persons
have been known to give $20 for a handful of such earth to be
usecl in a burial se¡vice. Many Hebrews, on visiting the Holy
Land, bring home with them portions of earth to be thus used on
burial occasiong. This usage is not so generally observed by the
Reformed Jews. Both Orthodox and Reformed have a custom of
putting earth of some kind into the pillow under the head of the
cleceased when the body is laid in the grave, thus signifying (( dust
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thou art, ancl unto clust shalt thou return " ; at the same tinre
placing the hancls of the cleceased by the sicles of the botly with
open palms, to express the truth that we (¿ brought nothing into
the worlcl and cau cany nothiug out. "

It is tlaclitionally tolcl of Juclah l'oulo tliat he cherishecl a spe-
cial affection fol his cousin, Catharine Hays, of Richmonrl, Va.,
rnentioned in his will with a bequest of $5,000, r6 âs an expression
of the kind remembrance in rvhich tliat esteemed friencl " was
helcl by him. She reciplocatecl the tencler regarc'l and, it is saitl,
rernernberecl hirn in her will for a like arnount and in siurilar lan-
guâge of esteern. !'orbidclen to malry by Jewish law, they both
livecl single, but always rnintlful of each other's rvelfale. Juclah
rnnually sent a trusted agent flom New Olle¡ns to Richmoncl to
iucluire rftel Cath¡riue's happiness. Sìre respouclecl tlrrough the
sarne confldential ìips. They clid not trust their pulsing healts to
p¿ìper. While Judah gave his hancls to tlatle antl to all goocl
causes, his inner heart was with Catharine. She also rvas clevotecl
to all goocl deecls. Singularly, she cliecl two clays l¡efore hin-
Jan, 2r 1854-at the age of seventy-seven, two years yourìgel than
he. I'r'aclition fufther says 66 his uame rvas the last wor.d she nt-
tel'ed," ancl of llirn it is saicl (( in his delirium, before cleath callecl
him, he t¿r,lliecl of walking in a beautiful gatcìen with Catharine
Hays, his first aucl only love." They both rest togethel in the
Jewish Cernetet'y in Newport. On Juclah's rnonument we read:
ú6'Ihe last of his uame, he iuscribecl it in the book of philauthlopy,
to be renreml¡erecl forevet." Surely, in view of his nrany ancl
great cleecls of beneficence, his narne survives (úlike sweet per'-
fume." He and his brother Abraham left funcls in the keepiug
of the State of Rhocle Islancl that now amount to about thilty-
nine thonsancl clollars.

Let us now visit the Jervish Cernetet'y. Iìnteling by the beau-
tiful granite gatervay, passing throngh the well kept wallrs, &norìg
the solemn piues, the wreathing vines, the love-plautecl shnrlls and
rare florvers,-all lihe a s¿clecì garden-we tenclelly stucly the
pious lecorcls calvecl on large headstones, broad horizontal slabs
aucl valiously shaped rnonuments. The memolials ale of slate,
marble ancl granite. The inscriptions are in l¡oth Hebrew ancÌ
English. \{e have inclicated some of the names here founcl, Let
us reacl a few othels.
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ú'Moses Michael Hayes, dietl May 9, 180õ, aged 66 years."
He was born in New York, but residecl in Boston the last twenty-
four yearsof his life, and was clistinguishecl (6 for the plobity of
his dealings, the pbilanthropy of his nature, antl the noble flank-
ness of his mannels." Said the Boston Centinel, (6He walkecl
abroad fearing no ma,n, but loving all. Under his roof clwelt hos-
pitality;-it was an asylum for friendship, the rnansion of peace.
He was without guile, detesting hypocrisy as he detestecl meau-
ness." Having a dispensation from the Maso¡ric Order in New
York, he founded, near 1790, King David's Lodge in New¡rolt, a
Lodge that was afterwards incorporatecl with St. John's Loclge.

r 6 I\foses Lopez clied 176 7. "
" Aaron Lopez died lÌÍay 28) 1782, in his 51st year."
Aaron wa,s (( a m&n of eminent probity and benevolencer',

'6 whose bounties were widely diffusetl " aud ., not confiued to
creed or sect." He and his nephew, Moses Lopez, on the bteak-
ing out of the Revolution, moyed to Providence and afterwalcls to
Leicester, Mass. He built in East Greenwich a two-storied gam-
brel-roofed brick house, with a, stole in one corner below. The
ecliflce is stiìl standing (1882) on the cor.nel of Main and Long
streets. This was probably one of his branch tracìing houses.
He was drowned May 28, 1782, being thrown from his sulky into
Scott's Pond, a few miles north of Providence.

" fsâac Polok diecl May 23,1764, aged 63 ys. g mo. 6 clays.,,

'( lVloses Seixas died Nov. 28, 1809, agecl 66 yeals." He was
the first cashier of the Bank of Rliocle fslancl, the fìrst bank es-
tablished in Newport, in 1805.

Perhaps it may suffice to simply mention some of the remaining
uatnes: David Lo¡tezr,{braham Lopez, Rebecc¿ Lopez,, Renja-
ntiu Levy, Judith Levy, Moses Levy, Myer Benjarniu, Isaac Ja-
cobs Polok, fsaac Mencles Seixas. These ancl others ale worthy
of long remembrance.
, 'Ihe Rivieras removecl to Boston.

Joseph Lopez, son of Aaron, returned to Newport after the
war and regumed business.

Jacob Rodrigues Riviela, after the war, returnecl, but dicl not
re-entel upon business,

Abraham Rodrigues Riviera, an importer of dry goocls Ì¡efore
8
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tltc war', wou the title of ((the houest tulùIr," bec¡ruse uftel all his
he¿rvv losses, having no untlellriters in that clay, hc at last puitl
all his cletìitols, pliucipal ¿urcl interest. IIe lìnally clied in pos-
sessiolr of ¿ folturre,

Between 1fì10 ¿ncl 1820, two Jervish youth, Salnuel and Jacob
-[,opez, wele in Pr'<.rvir]ence autl atteudetl thc school on l\fcetilr¿
stl'eet. Jacob livecl with Mr. I(night l)exter. S¿unuel ìtecture a

.iervcller ancl rnallietl the claughter of Reujrrnin 'I'allnrau, ,Ir.
ì{crv¡lolt uou' counts noue of thc old Jervish flunilic's of I'or.trr-

guese au<l Spauish bkrotl. S¿r,tuuel Lopez, wl-ro lived ou Pelh¿ur
stleet, uroverl to Nery Yolk, uear 1820. The last of tho oltl stoclr
tntì ftith, livilg ou the nolth of the Patarle, Lerno,r'etl to Nerv
Yolli iu the sltling- of ltì22. Whetr solne of thrrsc soltl theil lcsi-
deuces, they uatle û, r'eser\ration iu the tleeds th¡rt ther shorrltl
h¿r,ve the privilttgo, on occasion of bt'ingiug their rlertl to Newpor.t
fol buli¿r,l in theil ceuletet'y, of occu¡tving theil okl holnes for a
few honrs in the perforrlance of fuuelal cet'emouies. Iustalrces
of such reocclrlr¿ìrìcy <-rccun'ed.

lì-rccrpt fol lule funet'¿rl occ{ìsiols the tloors of the Sylagogue
'wete uot celelnoni¿lly leopeuetl tilÌ I85(), n'hen a few Jelr,s fronr
Nery Yollr untì othel cities, in ollci¿rl robes antl with coveletl
heacls, re-eutelecl the sacrecl rv¿rlls ¿ì,nd lepeaterl the aucieut ritnnl.
Anothel sirnil¿rl service rvas obset'ved in the ¿utumn of 1877.
Still anothel kiuc'lr'erl service rvas conclrrcttetl in 18u1. Lattelly
the wolshi¡tpet's I'ijpl'csent rcrnnalrts of tlrc oltì families ¡,ntl srtrne
fa¡nilies of latcl iurmiglatiou. Of the aucricut stock we I'ecog-
nizc rnenhels of the Flays aud Itopez falniìies.

The Synagogrìe wrìs again opeled for. thc Portugues r.itual
(Minhag) ,A.ugust 4th antì 5th, 1882, ancl a full Jervish Sal_rbath
wfìs ollselvetl, the selvices lteginning on l'r.itlay cvttuing. The
oflìciating Iìaìrlri \y{ìs tlìe lìer'. If. P. lVfrrntlez, the ministet of the
l{ineteeuth Stl'etlt PurtugLrcse S.yuugtigtre of New Yolk Ciity. He
w&s a,ssistetl lty thc I'resitlelt of his sytìtìgogtrc, Mr. J. Illuureu.
tllall. tr'[any visitrlls c.¡f lnn]< were pt'esent, autì some elolgyuten
r-rf othel rlcnominations. l)urilg tite evening sorvice, while the
old craucleì¿llrra thlew ovet' tlìe room its ,, diur religious light," it
scetnecl as if a liy-gone age hacl returned. The reacling, the
chautiug, all the ¿ìssoci&tiotìs of the serl.ice seetììcd to re¿rch ltack
lììore tlì{ìlì tlo thousancl yeals. The sccne \y&s excee(lingly irn-
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plessi\¡e aud suggestive. 'Ihe chants however were recited iu
Spanish meloclies or tones arrangecì more than four centnlies ago,
but the leading'w¿ìs frorn texts claiing back more thau tht'ee thou-
sancl years. Ral¡bi Meudez deliveletl au a¡tpropliato aud folcible
adclress from the \Íolds, 16 Ye are my wituesses."

Since 1882 a JewisìÌ school, callecl The I'ouro fnstitute, has
becn couthrctetl in Newport, by an Orthoclox Rnìtlri, A. P. IVIen-

des, who also leacls weekly serr.ice in the Synagogue for ¿bout a

clozeu Heble-w families.
Aftel the Spanish ancl Portuguese Jews were driveu from New-

port by the tsritish &r'my, a few of thenr came to Provicìence, but
not a sufficient number to organize public worshi¡t anrl estairlish a
synagogue.

In the present century, ancl within the past fìfty yeals, rvith the
glowth of the tracle of Proviclence appearecl a nnrnber of Hebrews
from ceutral ancl northern Europe. These Germau, Polish ancl

Russian Jews, with some from other regions, have at last becone
quite a factor in certain kinds of tracle ancl in some craf ts in the city.

'I'he Russian and Polisìr Jews claim to be Olthoclox, holcìing
the olcì forms of ritual, remaining covered in 'worship, lrutl recluir-
ing the separation of the sexes in the place of wolship. 'Io them
the Hebrew tongue is ple-eminently sacrecl. I'heir prayers are in
Hebrew; their cliscourses in German. In 1875 they organizecl
a sm¿rll Congregation, narnecl ('Sous of Zionr" meeting ¿r,t fìrst
on Canal street. I'heir urinister was the Rev. Lazarus Finsilever.
Tliey afterwards leased rooms in the \{aylaud Buildiug. 'Ihey
next removed to No. 42 Canal street.

The German Jews, in main, cottut themselves Refolmecl, taking
greater liberty than the Orthoclox, in ritual, cìress, rìiscourse, aucl

in allowiug females to sit with the qales in their public assemblies.

I'heir players are in both Hebrew and German. Like the Ortho-
clox, however, they worship with their faces towarcl Jerusalem.
But, in general, they are more free, open ancl proglessive than
the okl school, encleavoring to be in harmony with the spilit of
our age. Their discoutses are in English.

Thev organizecl their Congregation, named " Sons of Israel,"
in 1878. For four years they hacl their synagogue-a leased

builcling-ou the cornel of Pine ancl Page stleets. They then
lemoved to No. 98 Weybosset stt'eet.
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A.Iexander says: 6r'fhe ûrst Jewish pra,yer meeting met in W-ar-
renton street, opposite Bennett street, in 18õ2, ancl consisted of
about fifteen membels. Two years later they bought a house on
'W'arrenton street and converted it into a synagogue. The Con-
gregation was named Otrabei Shalom-Love of Peace. The first
Rabbi was namecl Socks.t' From this, other congregations have
gone out; some of them beiug of the Reformed sclìool. There
are now (1882) eight congregaiions in the city, having about flve
hundred members.

Perhaps we shall be paldoned for one more digression, as the
facts have fallen uuder our notice aucl are nob in print, though
they are of importance to the Jews and to all our people.

In tbis country the Israelites organize themselves iuto great
friendly societies, such as B. nai Berith (Sons of the Covenaut),
Ì'ree Sons of Israel, Kisher shel Ba.rzel (Iron Link), and Im-
proved Order l'ree Sons of fsrael. They have a r.IJnion of
American Congregations " that counts one huudred and eighteen
bodies in its membership. These congregations have dilTering
ways of interpreting Scripture. Some keep Sabbath on Sunday.
The Orthoclox however adhere to the old Jewish Sabbath. Sorne
pray in English, asserting this to be a right in their Reformed
practice. At present (1882) it is claimed that there are in the
Uuited States two hundred and seventy-eight congregations with
twelve thousand flve hundred and forty-six members.

We cannot close these brief notes and notices of the Hebrews
in Rhode Island aud this country without thinking of the almost
miraculous tenacity of life manifested in that nation, and recall-
ing the vast indebtedness of tlie world to this divinely chosen and
defended people for the great part they have acted in receiving
and preserving that richest of volumes-the Oltl Testament-the
Law and the Promises of Almighty God. In themselves they
are a historic proof of the Bible-a bulwark that no inficlelity
can destroy.

.A.nd as we look upon the guarded Jewish Cemetery ancl the
solicl, well preserved Synagogue in Newport, we almost feel that
they, with the Jerusalem in Palestine, are a prophecy of the day
when, the fullness of the Gentiles having come in, (( All Israel
shall be saved."

'l'he Jervish cemetery i' providence was opcuecl i' lg5z, but
was'ot cerernorially cledicated till sept. 14, 1gg2. rt is on Res-
ervoi' avelìrìe. 'rìre miristers for the (c so's of Israel ,, lì&ve
bee', Rev. nr. J¿r,coìl voo'sa.ger', Rev. M. Ì\{oses, Rev. r!r. Rot-
te'be'g, a'd lvrr'. Mye' Noot. 'r'rris co'gregation uuruberirg per_
haps fiftv active rnenrrers (igs2) and an asseurrrly of ¡reì.l,apstwo huutlred, sustaius quite a vigorous sabbath schàol.

At the experìse of beiug episoclical, I shalt her.e 
'enturc, 

to
pleserrt sorne histolical facts, glc,anetl in rny resealches, that h¿rve
ncvel beeu put irr lllint, relative to the fìr.st settlement of lsr.ael_
ites irr th'ee ,ther i'portaut cities of our count'y rvhe'e they
hrve ¿rctecl rr couspicu,us autl effective p:rrt i' tr¿rtle antl i, so_
ciety.

'l'hey fi.st ar)pe¿ì,r'i'the city of New )-or.k'ear 1[irr0, wrre'etlleil fji'st Cougr.rrgation, named (, Shearith lsr&el,,, i,yus orgarì_
izerl .ear 1709, ¿¡s its rec.¡r'tls .e¿lcrr back creu.ry to 1700. 'r.hese

'cc'r<ls 
.re ilr tìre s¡rauisrr language, arcl they coltairr celtaiu

rauìes that afte'rvlrrds aPpear iu Nelvllort, such as Levy ardlìi'ier¿r. ilhcse New yo.k Hebrews secu'etl thei' fi'st rrri.ying
g'ountl iu 1(ì81, ¿utl built trreir first syuagog.e i. 1221), uud too-
sec'atecl it iu lziO on l\{ill st'eet. 'r'rreir seco'cl rrouse was
erectetl, ou thc saure st.eet, in rglz, a,ucr corsecratecr iu 1glg.ru 18ìì3 thcy rernovetr to cr.sby street aucr corsec'atea treirthi'tl housc i' 18iì4. ru 1gti0 they rernovecr to their ¡rreseut loca-
tiou orr Ni,eteelrth st.eet. ("rrrere.lv¿rs b't a si'gìl synagogue
iu New Yo.k city urrtir rg25, wheu the fìrst sy'igognu ;f th"
Ge.'lan Jcrvs was e'ectecì." Tìrat city uorv (1gg2) r.epo'ts about
a clozeu able Jervish llreachers.

r' Philarìelptria the flrst orthodox sy'agogue was cìetricated
Sept. 13, 1782, aucl bo'e the'arue of the previously existing
congregution, (( l\{ikve rsrael "-E[ç¡,s of rsrìael. .r.rris co'g.e-
gatiou was colnposed of portuguese whose ancestors had lleeu
exiled frorn th,eir country. -a.nrong the or.gauizers of thei'wor-
ship w*s t'e Ret. Ge'shaur Mendes Seixas, from New york, who
becarne their fir'st Rabbi. He afterwarcrs bec¿rue Rabbi or tuo
Synagog'e, Shearith Israel, in New york, iu 1g16. ïheir next
Rabbi i' r'hiladelphia was the Rev. Jacob rìaphaer correu, who
dietl in 1811.

of the wo'ship of the rsraelites in Boston,.the Rev. alexis
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Acting Rabbi, Myer Noot, of the Reforrnetl Synagogue,
., Sons of Israel," in Pl.ovidence, then rnade the folo$,ing*
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as a leligious sect from those who clo not believe as lve clo. I
hrr,ve only to go back ten years to rehearse before you how things
were in this city as fat as the mode of worship was concerned.
A mere handful of people composecl the congregati<.¡n at th¿lt
time ; the service was entirely in the Hebrelv language, ancl to
have introducecl English in the synagogue at that time woulcl have
been considerecl an innovation, so to speak. It was a rale thing
to see children or young men attend the synagogue. If a non-
Israelite happened to enter the synagogue it was so much Greek
to him, to comprehencl what was going on. Then the adtlitional
clays which wele observed, whioh were however contrary to the
Mosaic command, neither to add or diminish from the tenor of
the Law.

How we as Israelites have been benefited by this gleat turn in
the affairs of our religion words cannot express. Our doors are

open now to any one who is desilous of hearing r>ur service. The
youûg anrl old of people congregate there to hear the W-ord of
God expounded in language suited to the present time; they can
readily follorv the leatler or minister and understand what they
are saying.

Our Christian brethren have access to our place of worship, can
understand what we are tloing and may perchance become inter-
ested in what might be termed a Jewish worship. W-hile reform
in the mode of worship is uo thing of a recent date süill we as

Israelites of this city have only come to our senses within the last
eight years, and have realized the dire uecessity of establishing
for ourselves such recompense in this respect, so that the youngel
element may have the benefit thet'efrom, and that they rnay find
in the synagogue a place where they may supplicate to their
Father in Heaven in a language best suited to their present con-
dition and the land that gives them the right to worship as they
may best see fit.

In this clirection, my friends, we ha,ve done much to clifruse

â,mong our people arid the commuuity at large a certain amount
of respect which must ultimately give rise to a better feeliug for
the Israelites of this city.

I feal in my remarks I may have merged too much on religious
rnatters, but the oppoltunity has presentecl itself and our people

Mr. Presíclent, Mernbet's of tlrc Rhoct, rsloncl þ-eteran cttÌzens
IIistot'ical Associcttiott

L¿,prns aNo GnNrrnurix._ft having pleasecì your socicty to
set apart this clay clevotecl to the rsraelites c¡f this state, aucl be_
ing cog'izn'i of the apP.eciatio' of trre sarne, r ha'e PrePa'er.r *
short essay to speak upo' this s'bject, artrrougrl r feei trrat this
tasìi rnight have been pracecr iu better' ¿rncr rnore cor,pctent rra,tls
in orcler to do justice to the occasiou.

when r look arou'cr a'd see in this asseurblage urer of iutelli_
geuce' 

'rerr 
r-¡f cha'acter aucl promincuce, r feel th¿t 

'ry 
peopre

in Jutlaism should feel thernselves highly fl¿rtte'cd th¿¡,t this s'_
ciety should have so far giveu us ar opportu'ity to srrow what
the rsraelites have cloue towarcrs furtrreriug the socinr and com-
mercial interests of little Rhocle rsraucr. .A.s f¿rr as the sociar
iuterests &l'e corìce.Decl we as rslaelites cl¿lirn ÌTe ¿r,r,e corrtril,ruti'g
our share iu this respect. We are law abirliug people, el,el lyil_lilg ancl reacìy to staucr by a'y ancr ail laws rvhicrh ha'c rieeu pro-
rnulgatecl f'c¡m time to time for the goocì goveru'eut of ¿lr crasses.
Á.nrl rvhile we clo not aspire to seekiug for. public oflìces we cou-
tribute or¡r rnite in giving evicleuce of o*r'wili'g.eas to co-operatc
with our ch'istiau brethreu iu matters 

'etating to the interest of
our city aucl State.

commercially speaki'g we rrave been engaged i, various pur.-
suits and have endeavorecl to become with our siste' mercha'ts
rne¡r who ale toiling in various branches of inrìust.y striviug haltl
to gain a livclihoocl.

'r'he q,estion thougrr of to-tray's gatrrering, 
'ry f ic'ds, croes

not give me full scolle to speak at any great tengttr on thc pur.-
pose that has bro'gìrt ns rrere, anir if r ercvi¿te fro'r trrat pa.tìc'-
lar poiut in orcle' to speak ou a subject which wil vie wiilr flre
other, r hope r may not be consicrerecl out of orcler, for it is done
with a view of showing what progress we have rnade, how rnuch
is Juclaism u.derstood both by Jew and Ge'tile, ancr to wha,t ex-
teut we rs'aelites have rvorked towar.crs co'r'rantrirg the res¡rect
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have not been uuderstoocl during the past twenty-five years, that
a few worcls touching upon this subject will not be out of place.

There are in this city over orìe hundrecl a'cl flfty Jervisrr farni-
lies numbering probably five hundrecl people, employecl in various
kinds of mercantile pursuits. W'e have also two syrì¿ìgoEues, one
stlictly orthoclox ancl the other Moderate Refonn. The forrrre'
are colnposecl chiefly of Russiau Jews, antl the latter principally
Germans, and a few who claim this conntry rs their bitthplace.
The orthodox Jews in tìris city aclhere strictly to ail the forms
and ceremonies as praetised J/ear.s ¿rgo. The Refollners, how-
ever, have always believecl that a change in the mocìe of worshi¡r
wa,s necessary (for'Ìeasons stated ltefore) and the resnlt has been
that from a, congreg&tion of eighteen rve rtuurbel to-day sixty
lnembers of the rtale sex.

TV'hile we do not believe as they clo as legarcls the oltl folrus
ancl ceremonies in the synagogue, we respect them as fsraelites,
and are at all times willing ancl reacly to aflìliate with thern ou all
occasions. When Gocl said to Moses we shall be a peculiat peo-
ple, and that peculiarity has been manifest iu rll these yeâr.s.
We admit bei'g a distinct people, aucl the'efo.e holcl together as
such as far as onr religious iclentity is corceurecl.

I'hele are in this city thlee Jewish orclers, the varic¡us Grantl
Lodges of which are in New York. 'I'he airns antl objects are
¿like in all antl are stlictly Jewish so far as not tt¡ athnit any but
Israelites, as the narne woulrl clenote-Sous of Covenaut. I.he
iucousistency of admitting non-rslaelites is self-e'ident to a'y
fail mincled pelson. There is also a Jewish Benevolent Àssoci¿ti,u
composed of females only. They acìruinister to the w¿lnts of
those who neecl aicl and conserluently there is no neecl of going
out of our preciucts in that direction. fn fact, rny friencls, we
rsraelites of this city and state ale alike all our.othe. ciries, ever
rvilling anrl r'eacìy to clisllense charitv ancl bene.r'oleuce to orìr o\yu
people aud to others rvho r1o not believe as rve do.

We cannot ltoast of having & syragogue of our olvn, but a
fund has been establishecl fol that ¡rurpose, ancr it is to be hopetl
the time is not fa. clistant when this worth.y ploject rvill have been
made a ßuccess.

when r look back but a sholt time ancl see how we r¡¡raelites h¡rve
been blessed in this country with the light of lìerigious Liberty;

when in this vely State our people have been ho¡rolecl at least
ìry one Israelite who has held the position of Rept'esentative in
the Geueral Ässembly, a tlistinction that rvoulcl have beeu laughed
rt years ago, I feel, my frieucls, that we tnust have cloue some-

thiug, or at least oul people rvho have livecl here years ago, to
ruerit such atr act.

Anct to what can we attlibute tl-re kinclly feeling that is slowly

being matle matrifest towards our people? 'Ihe Islaelites lived in

this city iu oblivion, our ChristiaD brethren coultl not fi.nd out

auythiug ¿bout thern. If iu years gone by the questiorì wtls

rr.skecl, \Yhere is ¡lour syD¿Ìgogue or hotlse of worship ? they rvoulcl

shrink fr.oru telling you, ancl uncler some pretense or other woulcl

evade the question. But horv clifferent are thiugs uow. Ask our

peoplc tha,t you woulcl like to heal our services, they will orrly be

too glacì to take you to oul. syrìagogue. Is this not, my friencls,

a,n improvement? sl_roulcl we uot feel proucl to thiuk that tirne

has wrought for us a rnir.acle in this eulighteued age of lllogress,
a[cl that fye can be goocl Israelites if we clo uot believe as ouf

Orthoclox brethreu clo.
'Ànothel change which has worhed wontlets in our motle of

wolship rvas the introcluction <¡f mnsic in the syuâgogue, solne-

thing whicìr the orthoclox Jews clo not tolerate. Ancl right here

I clcsir.e to place rnyself on a right footing iu regald to this ques-

tiou. I hope, horyever. it willnot betaken arniss if I am exPless-

ing nyself in telrns olthoclox too rnuch. My sole airu is, aucl

rvill be in this discnssiorr, to show to wltat exteut Jrclaism has

falecl Dr[ch better than in tlie clays of olthocloxy especially in

this city, ancì rvhen r rnention this city I me¿rn the state of Rhode

Islautl.
Before, however, I quote my authority on the question of ruusic

iu the synegogue, I feel as though the time has arliyecl tlta,t our

chlistiau blethren shoüld know something mole of my people

thaD they clo. we have fol the past fifteen years been in dark-

ness, ancl onr people have only of late yeals eudeavored to corne

to the front aucl show their rvillingnesà to co-operate with other

cities as to rvhat was actually rìecess¿ùry in this city to give them

promiDeDce as a religious denoruination. we as Israelites of

I'r'ovidence aucl vicinity hnve felt that in olclel to colnurancl the
I
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respcct of our fellow lìr¿uì, we mnst givc evirlence of somethilg
tangible as to our rlistinctivc religic-ns itlcutitv. Iìr'erybotly is
awale th¿rt there ale fsr'¿lclites livinq heLc, lrave livctì hcle for
nìrìtìy yerls, ltrrt how havc they livetl? in oltscttrítt¡, so to s¡tertk.

What has tilne wlought for oul people, horyevcrr dulirrg tlrt:
prrsü tcrrr ¡'elu's? \\'outìcrs, if I tnny use llrc tenu. l{i,t.cu:las.
You may ask iu what ntanner ; iu what ltalticrrlar'? I n'ill :Ll-
swer thus wisc.

'llrc Israelites of Rhode Islan<l to-tìay ts I lcìigious cìass nlt
respectecl. We h¿r,r'e plovctì tìrat thclc is nr¿rtelitl in orrr ruitlst
lhtt cau bc utiìizetl, and if givcn the op¡rolturrit,y in thc lighl,
tlilectiorr h¡lvc tlte intclliqeuce to holtl positious of htnor, pr.o-

virìctl thtry alc ts¡rilunts fol the slune.
'l'helc, is rr lrright futule irr this city fol orrr' Ico|le. r\ltlrr¡uglr

ferv in nutnbcls comparetl rvith othcr citir:s, wr lìuvc ihe sntisflac-
tion of kno*'ing tllat we cornrunutl ùhe resllt,ct tìrre flour ouc to
the othel uotwitìrstanding what his belief muy be.

Jucìaisrn to-clay stautls on a solicl fountl¿r,tir¡u. Jurìirisrn is the
sårìrc ûs it ahvays \\'as, rrìd lilie the unchltnqctìllelt'ss of (luì,
rv¿ìs, is, un<l ever rvill be ¿r lle:rcon liglrt to all n'ho rrruy rvllk the
path theleof, illuminecl by tìre rays of l)ivinc lislit, splcldiug iu
tll tlilectiorrs.

'lVhilc we have at ¿rll tiures ltelicved in ¿r rcfonu ¿rs to the ser'-

vice in tlie synagogue we havc uevet cleviatctì from the s¡tilit of
the Mosaic Larv. This is our stlongholtì, c'xu' l)unÌìer, rvhich has
bcen cu'r'ietl through thousands of yeals. Wc c¿lnuot be ass¿Lilctl

althougli fanatics, so to speak, hnve trictl to tunrper rvith the
snme, ltut tlie results n'ill not have ltcucfìtcrl tlrt:ur to :rrry glcat
extent. 'I'Ìre I'ery lìrost impoì'tant cluestiort n lrich thcr st¡-clllctt
confelence of rncìical lìaìlbis iu Pittslrulgli eutleal'oletì to crtrlrody
irr their platforrn the rlucstion of the legulrr,tion t¡f tlict. Ihis
impoltnnt ln¿lttel is sullìcrieut to sltorv the'ir rrnlitucss iu atttrekinq
a (luestion of the sa,nitaly l¿l,r,r's of the Jews,-a tluestiou rvhicrh

is corrcecled by rnen of all creeds to ìlo ¿ì ìtìattol whicli cariuot ìtr:

exccllecl.
We Islaelites of the l9tìr ceutru'y, aud espcrrinlly in this c,ity,

havc knoln for sonrtt yeals the ueetì of a l)rol)cr selvit.e. Our
people have f¿r,llen into cllor on this rlucstiorr, arid wc hlrvc cn-
cleavoled to rcctify tìris evil ¿rs fal as it lclutes tr¡ our rcliuious
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worship. That we have consiclelecl it a cluty \ye owe onrselves
aud to our bretlìren at lat'ge, to cleclare that it is not oul clesire for
innovation, not a, wa,nt of tespect for those iustitntious which our
more irnmetliate ancestols obeyed, bttt au obligation, a clcep scnse
of right, which nothiug cau weaken; a couviction resultiug frout
long, cool, ¿ùncl seriolrs reflection, that impelled us to those meas-

nres which in our hearts we coltsiclelecl the only rneaus of ¿ùrous-

iug our people in this city from that state of iudifïerence antl
eltoreous thoughts into which they wele sinkiug, ancl to s&\re orìr'

rcligion flom criticism aucl self-respect froru other cleuo¡liu¿rtions.
When we cousider how things have chaugecl amoug orìr owll

people it is hardly þossible to recognize it ourselves.
TIie tirne in years gone by that it ry¿ìs recessary to holcì clivine

services on the Sabbath's was such to heep them froln abtencliug

the synagogue. Imagiue 4.30 P. M. as ar lìoul to gather people
in the synagogue. knagine a multiplicity of prayers entirely in
the Hebrew, årìcl arr occasional Chalclaic Ì)oeln, which l qnestion
\y¿rs not uuclerstood by any of the cougregatiou. Again the ob-
selv¿rnce of double festivals, a practice which originaterì before
the astlouomical calculations of the calerrcler rv¿rs intloclucecl, has

neveltheless beeu rigorously uphelcl iu clays when we were enabled
to cletermine the ¡nonths, even to the fr¿lction of a rniunte.

It was, my friends, to remedy these great evils that we Israelites
of tìris city brought about a refonn iu <.¡ul scrvice, ancl lvhich up

to the preseut tiure has proved a blessing to our people. Thc
tirne appointed now for clivine selvice is such as to enablc the en-
tile congregation, men, woûreu and childlen to assemble priol to
the commencement of prayer.

I'he prayers are said by the minister aloud. Appropriate psalns
and hymns are chanted by the choir, ancl lesponses uacle by the
cougregation.

And now, my friencls, to go back as to the c¡restion of organ
music in our synegogue. A fondness for music ancl rnelorìy is
clearly traceable aurougst the Israelites as early as the times of
Sanuel, (*. 5,) and no one c&tr attentively reacl the biblical rec-

olds of that age without noting the iclea then taking root that
lurusic tends to kinclle the imagination, to warm the healt, ancl to
¿wvaken the liveliest sentiments of piety. Abuudant evidences
exist to establish the fact that music was employed cluriug the ad-
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ministration of Salnuel in conuectiou lvith sorne of the lnost im-
portant offices of reìigiou,

.We lìncl in fs. vi.; Chron. xxv., Sth and 6th vel'ses, after the
recovery of the possessions which the Pìrilistincs a,ntl othet euc-
mies hatl wrestecl from the Hebrervs, anrl when lsrael found itself
in the enjoyment of peace arrrl plospelity, Drvicr, ilre lcignirg
sovereign, brouglrt the prrblie worship into uuison rvith the inr-
provetl social coudition of the peo¡rle, antl intlo<lueccl into the
sanctuary iustrurneut¡tl music on a lnost erxtelrsi.r'e scale. IIe in-
stituted tweuty-forrr cla,sses of musicirns aurì sirrgels, lrnrl pla.ecd
thcrn unclel the dilection of trvo hnnth'ctl ancl eigìrty-eíeht leatlel's,
the most lenowuccì of n'honr ale Asallh, Hcll¿ur rntl .Ierìutìrunl.
Arrcl thcy clit'l lrot cousist of rntlcs ouly, siucrc the thrcc tìnughtcrs
of Flemau ale metrtionecl in the list of pelfotnrels.

r hrve urc.ely lr'ought this lnatte. bcfore you. 
'otice 

to show
that the lcfornl in this lespect was baset'l llporì rì nsage which had
its origin thousaucls of yerrs auo, Ilence flrc int.orl.ctio' of
ol'gfuì oI instnrlrcntal nlusic into the syrìrg()grìc at the prescrrü
cìay is not an innoyatiol, so callccl, rìs proltoul.rcctì ìry our ()r'tho-
dox brethlcu. Anytlriugthat would in ¡. mcrsurc tcrrt'l to irnPloyc
the serviccs, ha'r'e been rdoptctl in this count'y iu ril the sy'a-
gogucs of the Moclelate Refor.m Platfor.m.

.l'hus, my flields, have L as tinlc rvo.ltl pc'nit, endcaro'ed to
expluin the rnotives th¿rt have blought lrc llcfolo your Ìronor.ablei
society, ancl llnve given evirìence to l'h¿rt cxtcrrt .rye, !ìs rslaelites
of this city, have p'og'essed i' ot¡r' r'r,ligious wo'lii'gs. If I
have rot sPolren at leugih on thc question of coluulerce ¿urtì man-
nfactuliug iutelests {ìrnong oul Jl'etlrr.eu, antl if I have not ad-
hered closely to thc subjcct fol which trris mcctiug 1yiìs calletl
togethcr', it is because ìn)' Rlother nenisou has cxh¡tustccl the
subject and h¿rs beeu bettel iufounctl on this c|rcstion than r havc
been, anr'l has left no roolìr fol ulc to tìrvcll uPcln. r haye cor.rsid-
ered the true objects of this mceting ¿nd thc seutimcnts of ìroth
the rslaelites autì nry chlistian brethlcn. r hr,ve loug exarnincd
into the questiou of how little Juclaism ancl our' people iu this city
haye been undelstood as a religious clecrl, autl hal,c thelefore
encleavored to place thern on ¿ù pl'oper footing.

That henceforth tliis expositiou will fuily exonelate us florn the
imputation of enteltaiuing the wilcl s¡rcculatious which have at-
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tributed to us that of having our services helcl in private, and
we feared non-Isuaelites beiug present at our ,synagogue, I trust
will be removed from the minds of those who have the intelli-
gence to know better.

Every effort we have made for the irnprovernent in our devotion
to Almighty God we have striven to confine strictly to the spirit
of the ilnmutal¡le law of God, ancl before closiug ny remarks I
tlcsire to give this assemblage a little informatiou which uo cloubt
rvill interest you all, on the question that has so often been askecl,
l{hy we Islaelites clo not uncover onr heacìs when attending
cìivine worship, or when engagecl in prayer.? It appears, my
fliends, to be nothiug more than an oligiual cnstom, for in Asia
this day, it is a mark of respect towarcl a superior to keep his
head coverecl in his presence, whereas in western couutries our
custorns are just the reverse of all this, since the reeognizecl mark
of social intercourse and to superiors, is to keep the heacl uncov-
ered, aud there can be no doubt but tliat the deepest marl<s of
leverence and respect that any human being can pa,y are due to
God.

But the fact is that this keeping our heads coverecl is not be-
cause of any custom in any part of the world, but'because of a
positive commandment which renc-lers it a duty incumbent upon
us of the House of fsrael. Äccording to the thirteen articles of
the creecls, we Israelites believe that the Cleator is oue, and tbat
he alone is God, who was, who is, and who will be, everlastingly.
W-hile the thil'd art tl.eclares that God is not corporeal, or material,
and not subject to accidents of botlies or matter, He consequently
is altogether indepenclent of time, place or custom ; and as God's
larv and precepts are the spïritual food or sustenance of the soul,
it follows that they must also be immntable ancl that <¡ur inter-
course with God is, or should be, the embodiment and practical
canying ont, of this law, ancl therefore uualtered whether it l¡e in
the East ol in the West. Now the command of God, through
Moses, His servaut, in Leviticus l6th chapter, 3d ancl 4th verses,
directs: 'I'hus shall Aaron come into the holy place, a holv liuen
coat shall he put on, and with a linen mytre (called in Hebrew
Mitznefes,) turban or head coveling, he shall be attired. Thus
God commanded the Priest to perform divine service with his
head covered. So long as the 'l'emple of Jerusalem and the Le-
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vitical ritual renrainecl in their glory this plecept rvas ahvuys
observed; but uow that we have no altar, ancl the priest crarr

offer no sacrifices, sacred sclipture irstructs ns to crourpensate fol
the offering of bullocks, ¿. with our lips.,, Or, iu othel woltìs,
that pur,yer is to leplace sacrifice, (Hosea xir,. p). Accor.cìins-ly,
every fsraelite cluring clivine worship oflìci¿tes as a pliest, offer,-
ing in lieu of sacrilice, his playels iu his lilace of wolsrrilr, rvhicrr
scriptule cleclales to be Mikclosh, Holy place of rninol holiuerss,
but still Holy, antl which replaces the altal i' the lcmPrc. Artr
as each lsr¿relitc thus performs tlie fuuctiou aud sclr.ice of the
Priest, ancl as he must in all thilgs ¿rnd to the utnrost of ìris
powel confonu to the law of Gocl, he is bound t, keep ltis heatl
coverecl tluliug diyine worship evelì ¿rs the Pliest wirs c<_ruunurderl
to do ryhen eugagetl in the sacrctl servicc nppeltaiuitrg to his
oflìce.

'Ihis, theu, conclutles rny remarks to-clay. If what I have saicl
has in a,Dy \y¿ty iutel'estecl you I am pleasecl to think that iu ruy
humble callacity as a, plivate intliviclual, thrt r have ¿ldtlctl solrìe-
tìriug that may leflect with cleclit u¡rou the Islaelites of plovi-
clence ancl vioiuity. Oul people will ever remeurbel this tìay ts
sornething never to be forgotten in the history of this statc, that
we shoulcl have been allowetl this privilege ¿rncl holor of haviug
a special clay set apart rvhereou to give thenr proruinencc as a
religious sect. Gotl glurt that such feeliugs of brothclly love
rnpy at all times be evinced tc¡walcls ua, aud tllat we may rnerit at
all tirles rvhat hns beeu ¿rclvancecl here this tlay. The Isr¿uelitcs
of this city will have thc satisfactiou of hnowing one thins, thtt
they have elteled upou ¿ù rlew ere of usefuluess, autl the ultiuratc
lesults theleof rnust be Lreneficial to them ¿rn<l the cxrnrrnunity at
large. With rny best wishes for the fnture prosperity of this
venelable ¿rntl honorablc institutiol, accept my tlrauks lntì those
of thc Islaclites of this city fol the hotor.conferrcd.

Mr'. Noot thcn proceeclcrì, with the aicl of mcrnlrel.s of the
sytrâgoguc, to exlrlain and exernlrlify portious nf both Olthoclox
and RcTormccl Hebrew service. The Rabbi lvorc his ca¡;, and
the voices were supporterl by an organ. The r.ecitations and
chantings by the Rabbi, and the psalms antl songs of thc re-
spontling choir., wele lendelcd with arirnirablo ¡rathos arrd
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purity, holtling the assembly in rapt attention, ancl awakening
a truly catholic religious spirit, alike among Gentiies ancl
Jews. Altogether, the day was emphatically historic in our
State, giving promineuce to a peculiar and. valuable portion of
Rhode fslanil records, and cultivating in an unusual ln¿ùnner

that charity anil brotherhoocl which should be felt by the
chilch'en of the Great Äll-Father.

IS A'MER,ICA. ONLY EAST GR,EEN.W.ICI{
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IR JÁ.MES MARRIOI'T, in a speeclt rttade in the l{ouse
'of Commons in 1782, as all argumetrt in favor of thc
right of Great Blitain to tax Arnerican Colonies, after
maintaining that the Ämerican \Yar was just in its
oligin, pointed out that, although it had been frequently

pretended that the inhabitants of the colouies were not I'cpre-
sented in the British Parliarnent, yet the fact was otherwise,
for they were actually represented. 'fhe first colonization by
national and sovereign authority was the cstal¡lishnent of the
colorry of Vilginia. The gi'ants and cliarters made of these

Iands, and of all the subsequent colonies, were of one tenor'
arrd expressecl in the following terms:

'( To have aud to hold of the King's ol Queeu's majesty, as
part and parcel of the manol' of East Greenwich' within the
county of Kent, ecld,enclum a certain reut at our castl.e of East
Greenwich. etc."

So that the inhabitants of Ämerica were irL fact Ìiy the nat-
ule of their tenure representetl by the Knights of the Shire

for the county of Kent ir¡ Parliament.
This, it must be remembeì'ed, was the opinion of a high

lcgal authority, Sir Jarnes Marriott being the Jutlge rvho pre-

sidetl in the Court of Atlmiralty, and thelefore not likely to
rnake a mistake on a matter of no slight interest and impor-
tance.


