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WASHII{GTOI{
EXH IBITIOI{

February 15 to 2l
. 7932

In commemoration of the Washington

bicentennial the Rhode Island Historical

Society will hold a loan exhibition of
objects relating to George Washington,

during the week of F'ebruary 15 to 21,
1932, at the Society's building.
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to record_George \Vashingionts presence. The first, ,,Nailer
Tom" (Thomas B. FJ:azard), notes with his usuaÍ succinct
rllarìrìer: ('3/6 C. W. W. made Nails. went to Tower Flall.
Generril Washinton went Newport this Day. the Town
was Elluminated."' C)n leaving. Little Rest, Washington
ma{e his way to the old South Ferry to cross to Conariicut
and from there to Newport. We ñnd from the account
that each ferry toll was g288. On his way he passed by the
loy.: of Jeffrey 

'Watson, who livecl nèar tÀe ferry and
had, in Íact, at one time ownecl and operated it.. Watson
noted that outstanding event by entering in his cliary that((On March 6th General Washington Rõde by our ÉIor."
with about Twenty Soldiers for a guard about tän o'clock.",
. . It.is regrertable thar General Washington did not keep
his.diary.at this date-thatwe.noigh.t have ñad his impression
of his visit to Little Rest, a'd it is also regrettable that there
ap-pears to be no contemporary account oF the entertainment
afford.ed him by the village, of the (,ellumination,)' of the
p_ossible guard of honor composed of a detail írom the
Kingston Recls, of the jollity at ((Joe Runnellsrr Tavern
and at the several other inns.

The only further reference to the General,s visit comes
down to us in the tale of (,Major, Lunt, who boasted of
th,e. honor of having- shaved the F'ather'of his Country,
which ,is so amusingly told in the Jonny Cake pupersió
Recordr.that cruel despoiler of traditionai glo.y, deprives
Lunt of his rank and enters hirn as private u,ä ,ergeurrt. On
February 7, 183+, Elisha Reynolds potter, soñ of Col.
Potter, then a member of Congress, wrote to íris son Elisha
that ((In the time of the revolution Mr. Lunt watched a

iNailer Ton's Didry, Thomas B. Hazard. Bosror.r, 1930, p. 20.

_ 
sR/torl¿ IsL¿n,l Ferries, A''a Augusta a'd Charles V. Chapi', provi_

derrce, I 925, pp.2ó4 et seq.
eNarragansef f. Frieu,l's Meetit.g, Caroline Hazard, Bostoll, I g99, p.

167 .
aoT/te Jonny CaLe Papers of ,,Shepard Tan,', Tltornas Robinson Haz_

ard, Boston, I 85 l.

i

beacon that we had on the hill to light rn'hen the English
landed on our shores and had a gun that he was blowed up
with to fire for the same purpose. I want you to see him ancl
git him to make application for a pension . . .)) "

So the ((pleasant tradition" of George 'Washington's

stay in Little Rest happily becomes an historical fact, a gen-
uine satisïaction that occurs but occasionally in the work of
historical research where the glamour surrouncling the past
is so often rudely clìspelled.

llFrom the Potter Papcrs. 'Ihe pension was grantcd ancl is recorcled
in the pension list publishccl in 1835.

Dorr War Flags

The Ilhocle Island Historical Society museum contains a
collection of nine Dorr \Mar banners, which were carried in
1 842. Illustrations of the interesting political banuers are
shown in this issue of the CorrscrloNs.

(The rerersc sicle carriecl no clesign)
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FIRSf'IYARD BANNER

T'he Inscription Reads: ,,Sacrcd to thc Mcmo¡v of
the IIon. j. Ciilcy.,'
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SECOND \'VARD I]ANNER (Rcverse)
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DORR WAR FLAGS
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SIX'TÌ{ \\¡ARI) DANNER ( Rcvcrsc)
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$9 ,7 7 6.44

$2,7 7 0.00
5,40 l..l+

l 0 5.00
1,500.00

Þ

St:tlc -\¡rplopri:ttiorrs

.{nnual Ducs
I)ilirlcncìs :ììr!ì I r'ìtercst
Rcnt¡l of lìoonls

lìinding
Books ..

lix¡rcnsc

FIerti ng
Ne tvs¡rapcr
l)u[¡licltions
S¡la ri cs

Supplics .

TelcpÌronc
W¡ter .......

Erp¡:rnrrlnr,:s
e

Illcctric Lighr ;rrr,l G,ts ................ ......

E.rliibitions

$ 577.+t)
7 06.97

+6.17
l ;9.+ I
2+8 .7 0

87.+l
700.00

32.3 t
1,041.0+
5,5 8 0.0 t1

.33().;;
63.9t

8 . tlll

Grounrls :rncl Building.

.j $9,581.9;
l9+.+7StrrpìLr. I llc,,nl. .\cr rr¡¡¡1¡

$ 9,7 7 ó.++
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