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THE STA'I]E FÁ'IRS.

æ HE follorviug cotnnrunic¿ttion 'tvas preparecl to be reacl

ftJl , ,,, the ¿.n.¿irneeting, 1886, of the W.ashingto' Cou'ty\v 
Aqric*ltur..l Society, b*t ae.iclentl.y rrot reac¡i'g t¡e

¿ltlcl.essetl irr tirne rv¿ls not re¿rcl as intentled'

Ntl. 154 Power Street,, Provitlertce, R. I.

l,o tl¿e IIon. ß. Irctzr.trcl, Presiclent oJ the -þTc¿sl¿ùtrltott'

(lotutty Agrícttlttn'al Eociety, Oct' 31, 1886'

1\[y Dea,r sir: offeriDg rny siucere crtttgtatttlatiorrs to ¿ll

interestetl in the org:lniztttion of the WashiugtoD Cr)unty

.êr.grieulturill soeiety, over rvhiclì. you so ably Preside in its

1'r'i-"rtrirr"rtt sttccess autl practicrr'l opertr'tiorrs, if you will waive

1.,,,y .lrn.go or s.pp,siti'r of il persottill eg,tisru I rvill refer

t, ,,ry orv"n itleutity with its origin'

Bi a referet,." 1,, the charter of the R' I' S' E' D' I'
( grnDtetl at the October Session of the LegislÎ,ttüe of this

f iì,it" ir, 1820 ) you rvill observe it requires that the Ä'uual

ì,{eetirrg l,e heltl at the village o[ P¿rwtrrxet, then corrrpa,ritive-

ly oDe ãf tho lìlost isolatecl localities of the State rvith little,

( if a,rry ) thrift, ¿rrrrl ¿l very surall populatiorr. At lìrst the

,,àu"lty ,,Í thu occ¿ìsion ¿rirtl its sulrouutlitrgs overcalne t[e
i,rct,rrierrieDce of :r,ttentlirrg the rDeeti¡rgs aucl re¿r,lizir g the

gr.erlt tlisu,rlvautrLges of the locl,tiotr; brrt ¿s this subsicled all

i,rtor.rt i,, the ptr'blic trt la,r'ge cetsetl rtutl it w¿ts confìtted

l:o ¿Ì vely ferv llelube¡s tlf t[e Sgciety, of rvltt¡u lììelllr¡y re-

,r¿lls the l¿¡te Hon. J. R. Fr¿r,nc'is, the Messrs J. G. ¿r'nil A. B.
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Henry Pearson, Providence, R. I.
Lemuel Lippitt, (( ((

Thomas Brown, .( (.

Edward Brown,
Charles Keene, Providence, R. I.
Albert D. Greene, Warwick, r(

Lyman Low, 'Warwick, 
R. I.

John B. Youug,
Henry Hill, '

Lemuel Carpenter,
Harris X'oster,

John P. Eaton,
Jeremiah B. Allerr, Proviclence, R. I
X'reelove Harris, Crarrston, R. I.
Thomas Snow,
Charles Hicks,

From The Mercury, December 27, 1889.
Mr. James N. Arnold, Eclitor of the Narragansett Histori-

cal Register, read an illteresting paper on r,'Ihe Huguenot
at Nalragansett'r, before the Nervport Historical Society,
Tuesday eveniug.

From, The Cranston, Lectder, October 24, 1889.

James N. Arnold, Editor of the Narragansett Historical
Register, called on us this last rveek. M. Arnold is a native
of Cr¿lnstorr ancl probably has nrore of the history of this, us
well as other Rhode fslarrcl Towrs at his corurnarrd than arry
persorì in the State. Mr. Arrrold is at worh ¡rt preseut on il
publication of iuestinrable v¿rlue to the public, but one which
will bring hin little or rìo compelsatiou. The rvor.h is the
(' Vital Recorcls Rhocle Islantì, franr 1636 to 1850r" and as

soorì ¿rs he obtaius sufficient subscriptiorrs rvill corrimence its
publicatiou.
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Tnu SrEro X'rrr¡s.

junct exis,ed uncler the rnost liberal and fa,voriug circumstan-

ces, at Kiugstorr ancl th¿¡t at Proviclelìce, as well, rvere among

the first fow red letter ilays of a long life.
At their close th¿uhs ¿rtrtl cotrgratultrtior¡s were as freely

¿lncl sirtcerely ofTeretl as they rvere gr:rtefully receivetl. I
shoultl h¿rve stated, that through the courtesy of the late

ÍIon. Joh,r R. Baltlett,'( theu Secretaly of State, ) the free

use 0f the Court House .rv¿ls obt¿tiued for tìre industlial exhi-

bitic¡n autl the grtrtuitous use of the rec¡risite grouuds for the

cattle w¿rs geuerously oÍTeretl by the libelal proprietors, 'whose

lì¿ùlììes, I regret wet'e not htlort'rl.

Particulai' rnentiott shoultl be rn¿¡,de of the urrtiring zeal

¿urd efi0rt of thc ltrte l\{r's. S¿lmuel Roclnrau, rvho contributed

frt¡nr her ollt e¿rsel portrttits of the Rev. Dr'. ¿llld Mrs. Mc-

sparrarr, u4rich uou, ¿ldor.n the rv¿r,lls of the Rhotle Islarrd His-

tolic¿r.l society. Et¡rally honola.ble nrentiott slroultl be macle

of lVlessrs N. C. PecklttLrtt, J. [I. 'l'rlyl<'r, J. G.Cll,r'he, Wil-
li¿lrn tr'¡'erch ilntl otlters iu their cliffererrt captlcities.

I a,ur inrpellcd to think th¿rt the gleat strccess of the fair
rv¿s the origin of the presettt Wl,shirrgton Courrty Agriculb¡ral

Society. Stinrul¿rted by rvhat h¡ltl beer¡ il,ccornplished, lYe felü

er¡boldenetl to ptoptlse ollr finrlì llrrr'pose :rttd itctit-lll, ¿¿rlcl to

holcl the rrext li¿ir irr Provitlerrce.

'I'he pnrpositiolr rvas so f¿lvolallly rece'ivecl, iulcl so gerìerous-

ly sustainerl by the puLrlic at Inrge, th¿t for three tLrys aDcl

uunrriugr, the extensive Railroacl Ila,lls rvcre cl¡rvcled to exee¡s

rvitþ visiturs ¿ttttl exhibits, so much so that ¿lriclitiorrtl suppgrts

\\¡ere reqltiretl to the floors, etc'

T¡e 'tost 
go¡ero¡s a,clrtrorvletìgerne¡tsrrve'e tì*e to the ¿rr-

rluous aud clficient liLbor's of the secretary, ( the.late llon.
Willirr,ur R. Stâples, ) b¡' rvhich r¡o confusiou existecl at the

fttir', ttt in its closirrg'
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Chadsey, William G. R. Mowry, J. De Wolf Perry, E. D.
Pearse, E. A. Lawton, B. H. Larvt'on, W.. Viall, H. W. Loth-
rop, O. Johnson, J. Holden, H. Staples, and others equally
entitlecl to mention, but whose rì¿unes have passecl from me.

Tlre organization with all its adjuncts becarne thoroughly de-

moralizeil and its limited funds were fast dirninishilg. ( which
were createil by lottery grants and Acts of the Legislature. )

At this crisis the l¿te Messrs, Moses B. Ives, Stephen H.
Smith, Owen Mason ancl nryself, then Secretary, r'esolvecl up-
on a vigorous efiect for the resuscitation of the rvhole rnatter.
The first thing to be done rvas to have the Charter so ¿u¡rencl-

ed" as Éo allow the neetirrgs to be held wherever ¿lucl wltene-

ver election should clirect. After nruch effolt this rvas ¿ùccorìì-

plishecl.
The strong jealousy existing at this tiure in the mr¿ll dis-

tricts prevented any suggestion or proposal <-rf nrakirrg Prov-
iderce the future horne of the Society, of rvhich there rvould

be an antagonism which we could not venture to eucounter.
I proposecl as a preliminary step to have the next fair at
Kingston in the early part of October, 1856, to which the

gerrtlemen replied, '( Yery well, clo rvhtrt you c¿ì,n ¿ts Secretaly

and we rvill sustain yott." I lost no tirue iu visitirrg Kingston,
and stating my puÌpose to the late Hon. 

-W. 
Uptlil<e, E. R.

Potter, Judge Clark antl others, frortr all of rvhour I received

the lnost ettcouragittg ¿lsstuarìces of att ealucst cttopera,tiou

and probnble sttccess.

The f¿ir w¿ls held tuìder the m<lst itrtspiciou* t:ircurtrst¿lncres

in evely respect, ¿r,ntl its snccess rvas f¿rr l-reyoncl our ltighest

auticipations. 'Ihe hosteh'y of the late Philip 'Iìaylor, Esq.,

w¿rs testecl to the extetrt of its ¿biìities, but prr,rvetl ttl be tlurply

arrcl ably respctttsive to every rec¡risition. N¿ltttre gaYe ns

one of hel loveliest tutumt¡ill tìays, iuttl e\¡el'y colìceiv¿lble acl-
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It rvoultl have been highìy interesting and graiifying to
have supplementetl this paper rvith accounts of the fir.st and
last fails ¿t P¿rvtuxet, Kingston ¿lnd Nurragausett Park, but
all of their recorrls ale not existing.

It should have been st¿rtecl that the c.r,ttle exhibit of the
fair at the Raih'oacl Halls was upoir the C¿r,lendar lot, ( so

c¿r,lled ) neal the junction of Aboru and Sabin streets. The
plorving ancl other nratches were orì the nearest available
grouucl, rvest of the city in Johnston. E. D

nÉF 'I'l¡e above (ú Blach Hillr" and the t'State X'tr,irr" are
republishetl by .special lequest. The fortner article frorn the
Iìhorle Islaud Schoolmaster for Novenrlrer' 1861, and the lat-
tel from the Providence Journal. Eclitor.

MOIìTUARY.
DIED, Or¿ T'httstluy eaerúng, Auyrtsl,26, 18-l 3, Ben-

.juntin, llrest, Esquù'ei LL. D., Posttnc¿stet', oJ tl¿is tow¡¿,

in tl¿e 83t1. tlear oJ'lris uge.

Ð hlve :rlre:xly rlischargecl the pairrfrrl tluty of re.
crrltlirrg the tlernise <tl Ðr. ßenjcnn,ùt Wt'st. TIìis
vclleral¡le llhilosopher ancl clrristi¿lrr rv¿ls b<lnr in

Rehoboth, Mtss., and rvhile yet a boy, the fa.rnily leruoved to
Ihistoi, R. I., t'hcre his lisirrg gerrius rv¿rs cliscoveretl arrd
fostetecl by the lìev. Nlr. Ilult, who krtnecl Liur a ferv books,
{rour u'hich he t'lrerv the first nrtlill¡cnts of scie¡rce. I{e lr¿u-
lietl in Blistol, artlsoorr ¿#telsettìccl iu this tol'u. TLe gifTs
rvìrich l;otrr¡tif ul u¿lt,ulc h¡id hLvishecl ol lriur, anri his astonish-

irr g ¿cquisitiorrs, rivitt'cl the attelrtir-'rr ancl atlnir¿r.tiou of co-
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one of the most attractive features of the exhibition was

the horticultural exhibit, for which we are inclebted to the

courteous, generous anil disinterested' cooperation of-the R'

I. HorticJtural Society, the result of which has been the

success of the Society s[bsequeut to their valued assistance,

as compa,Ìed with its previous condition. Ancl from this time

the R. I. S. E. D. f. horr" been constantly prospering and

increasiDg their reputation and most practical results, they

horu 
"".áued 

a valuable stinulant in the membership and

most active cooperation of Messrs, O' antl J' X'' Brown'

W. H. Hopkins, Willi¿r,rn E. B¡r'rrett, aud their present effi-

cient execulive offic"rs and others of the most active members.

,A.llow me, iD couclusion, Dear Sir, to offer, tlrrough your'

self, to my iurtumeralile friends of " auld lalg syner" ili the

south county, rùy kind regards anil pleasartt mernories, and

receive for yãurself my highest esteem and respect'

Very truiy your frieucl. ELrsHÀ Dvnn'

P. S. The R. I. S. P. D. I' of tocla'y is a just memorial

of the efiorts of thoe .who ha'e tú passedawayr" antl a son,.ce

of honest pride to those "who, as'rnembel's, are 'witnesses of

its positioir and Progress.
ft corrrrot be a pt'u*omptive or obtrusive iuq.iry to ¡now

how far the existence ¿urd success erf this older ( if not the

patetrt ) orgauization ll¿s been suggestive of, atttl coltlucive

io, the îorrnation of sirnilar societies iu this antl the adjacelt

Síates. One thiug is celtain, to none is their 
'rtigress 

a'cl

prosperity more ¿ì sotuce of si'cere pleasure arltl c.ltgrtrrlatiou

than to all its rnernbers.

It is Do :rssrrrnPtion of license to st¿lte that rvheuever its

experietrces ¿rrtl lestl,,t'ces cilìì be in a'Iry tiegrce b-erleficial to

otl'.err, they woultl untloubtetlly be most fully arltl cheerfully

made av¿r.il¿r,ble.


