


TIIE FR,ENCFI SPOLI^A'TION CLAIMS ,{ND

R,IIODE ISLAND CLAIMANTS.

L A pøper reød' befote the Rhod'e lsta'nrJ Historícql Society'

December 7, 18E5, by Antøsø 114' Eøton' Esq''

of Proaidence.

ãH,ß subìect is but a memory of the past to those of the

"ìfl^d or"r"tt Eenelation. But the passage by Congress of

S ir," act fãr' the relief of the clescendarrts of claimants

W has a'rvahened genelal interest iu the sullject' and.it

B will prove iutei'esting and instructive to exanine its

history.
In becember, 7776, the Unitecl States, recognizilg the

benefrt of an alliance "n'ith Ft'auce, offered to the X'r'ench

Govelnment a subsitly of two millions of dollals worth of

plovisiotts antl six fligates, our assistance irr the recovery of

ãertain islands ancl rights then in the possession of England'

ancl anj, other assistance which might be in our llowert as

good aitier, if X'r'ance rvould help us try an offensive alliauce

ãgainst Glcat Britain (Secrel, Jour'nal of Cong'ress' aoi' 'i'í"'

ip. 30, 38, 39, 40.) 'fhen came the tlalkest houl of our

.iruggi" with Gleat Britain,-when, in the ruiclst of gloorn

and suffelitg' our soltliers at Valley Folge, hturgty, barefoot

aud in rags, Washington wÌote to Cougless tltat, t( unless

*otll" gr"*i and capital charlge takes place the army nust be

inevitably reduced to one or the othqr of tluee things-staTvet

dissolve ol disperse.t'

The great ancl capital change clid corne, aucl to the great

rejoicing of this cottutry the news was,receivecl tluling the

clarkest hours of our struggle with Eng'laDcl that a treaty oI

alliance hael been sigDed by tr'ranklin aùd the other pleni-

potentiri,ries on the 6th of n'ebruary, 1778, l.rctween France

arrd tlre Urrited Sta,tes (Støl'utes øt Lørgeraol'uiü'rp' 6') On
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inclined to neutrality ancl a l'itlrth'awa,l floll otrl tleaty obli-
gatiorrs rvitìl hcr'.

Ilntlel thc leatlelship of Jeffelson, who h¿tctl tìle Erlg-
lish, and tlrc ttrrltlency of t,hc Fcclcralists, hcatlc'rl ll.t' Ilanr-
ilton, to frrt'thel assimilatiorr of English printli¡rles, tlre
Dcmocratic prrrt,r N'rìs iuc,littorl toli'al'ds thrl sup¡rort rif the
Flench. ßLrt sucìr â, corllirc rvas ìtittcrly leseutetl by manl',
inclucling the Fcrlclalists generaÌÌy, alrtl pn,tt¡- feelinq r'Íìn
high. 'l'he llrellcll Rer'olution Lrulst fortlt in ¿rll its fur';' aud
wâr ensrìed in 179tì llctu'ecn tr'r'allce anrl Engllrtrcl. The most
bittet'rìiffc.r'ence r¡f c¡riuion alose iu this country anil in the
C¿binct hettvcen the scctl'ous lllieflt' clesclibed, as to thc coulse
to be ltulsuer.l by the Uuitcd Sta.tes, sorue holding that the
oltligatirurs of thc tre¿rt.r' guarauties ccrased with the cessation
of tìre tr'ì'encìr nona,r'chy, others lrolclin.e¡ that the.v rvcì.c pc.t-
petunl, ryhttcve¡ the fol'm of rror.e,r'llment of Flaucc. The
fn,'rous p.or,rla'*rtio' ,f ucntr¿litr of thc unitecr st¿rtr.s n,as
issrreil Ä¡rlil 92d, 17fliì. (t\tnate Doc. No. 7()P) 1.\e6, p. g/1g.)

chief J'sti.e r[^r'shrll. r'ith thc rery ìrest oirport.'ities for
collcct ìrnorvlctlgr,, sa,.ys that tlre proclamation l-¿rs illtoncletl
to pre'e't the Fl'.'r:h lfirrist.r' r*o.r clcmanding thc ¡rerf'r.lr-
anee of the gualantc. containccl in the tle¿ty rf allirncer.
Tl¡e tr'l'e'ch llinistrl. r'.¡ro.t.cl to the rr'rench G.r'¡r¡n¡¡s¡¡¡
" th¿t the Sec¡¡f¡¡..y of lVur', olt ììì)r cornuruuic¿lting thr, l,isìl
of the wi'rl*'¿r'rì Isll¡nils to r.cr.eive l.rrornPtly ,on " fi..,r.o',
a.cl so're carìnorì, r.hich 

'right P.t i'to a stattl of tlcf.,nce,
possessi.,s grur.¡.rrtcr,rl lrv thr: urritcr,l stiLtes, lurtl tlre fr.ont to
¿l.lìs\\-('r' *'ith au i..'ieal rart-'lessness, that thc principles
ostnlrl islrt'rl lr¡'f lre P.r,sirrclrt rrirl rr,¡t lrc'rrrit Irilu ro lcrrrl s.
ruuch ts ir ¡ristol.t,

Tlre r'ffqcrt .f the ¡r'.clanration a,t'l .f tìr. les.ìtirrg- (:r)rrrse
purs.erl lrv tllis c'rr't'y *'¡s ttl a'liul the tr.eatr., alirr'rrglr nilinteuti.rr 1,. ¿,llrul it u'rrs tre'ictr at the tirn.. Lor.rr<ccl nif_,.ur'thc poi't t¡f i.u'of tìre rrcst prritical 

'oìi', 
fo'this co.'tr.r,'' 

-t,o.{o]t.y, 
tìris ¡rr...lu'atio' ,,f n"utrnìity ì"I<cs iJg; ;;r;ì;'.Polititrâll.l- \\:c \vcrc rvisr,r, lrrrt 

'rorall.v \\.e wer.o wtong. It

a)

tìre sarue clay atrother tleaty, callctl thc tlcaty ol' trnrity a¡cl
ootìuìrerce, rras ¿r'lso elltelctl into l-rettleen thc s¿l'lnc St¿r,tcs

(Stcttntes at' Lrtg'e, uol . aíii., p' 7;:i')

I3y r\r'ticle 11 of the fir'st tlitureel tlr:tlty tlrrr t:oIltt'acting

piu'tics guarauteed tt urtrtually fronl tllc prescut timtl atld for'-

evel agriust ¿rll other powcls, td rvit, the fTnitetl Statcs to l{is
trIost Chlisüi¡rn trf¿liest.)', tlte pt'cserut' ¡;ossessioll ol the (il'o\Yll.

of Flnnoe il ,turet'ica, as rt'cll as thrlse l-hicrh it rtra¡'ttctluile
l.ry thc I'utut'e tlcaty of lteltcc. Aud IIis nlost Olrlisti¿rn

llajesty gnnt'autees on his 1rllt, to the Unitecl States, their'

lilrert.v, sor-eleigutv antl irrclcpt:ntlcucr:, ¿tbsolute ancl urrlinritecl,

as rvell irr ur¿lttors of corntrtelcc, atttl ¿rlso their possessions

ancl the acltlitions ol ttont¡uests that tlleil confcclelatiotr may

obtain cluling the w¿rt' îr'om arr\- of tllc, tllminitrns llow ol'

hcletofole ¡rossc'ssetl by Great Ilritlin in Ntlltìr Amtrlica," &c'

Alticlc 12 plolicleü this leciplocal gtrat'atrty shoultl take

effect thcr mornent wal shoultl lrleirk rlut betrvtletr Fl'itnce antl

Englautl, and ìry At'tic,le 17 of thrl seeoutl tlcaty c¡ttlh coutrtr.l'

agt.rlecl to open its polts ttt the shilrs r.rT tv¿rr.ilnd lrlir,atce|s t,rf

the Otliei., aucl t(J clOsc them to thOsu 0T thtr ('rìr'rìlì- oT either,

except u'hen clrir-eu in by stless rlf rve¿tther"

Arrd b.t thc Colsulal Convtlrttiott, so calletl, of Nol'etubcrr' 14,

1788, betrveclt the Utlitetl St¿rtes itutl Ft'attr:e, it' rvûs agleed

that thc ¡o¡s¡ls of each ¡¡.tiou shetr|l lta,r'¡ iu¡istlictio¡ i¡ thc

por.ts of thc other. iD all civil oascs I'clating t0 thc vcssels aDtl

rurcrvs ol theil own tlation.
But after.the successful issue of rtuÌ Rcr-OlrttioD, it rva,s felt

ilr ¡fis fllitecl States that rvc hacl plomisetl tot'¡ rrntch' Public

sc¡r,i¡rcut, rvhirù glarlunlly tr-rr.rl< shtlpe ilr tllt Ilutrltlc rloe t¡inc,

lì.o\\, ¿ìtì ru,ceptecl 1,r'incilrle of ever'.1. |()lit,ioiì,l ¡tu1'1,¡',, grttlutrlly

llut t'lelinitely reeognizctl thc fact that l'tl sìtorrltl not t'lrttlttgle

o¡rsclv¡s iu the auìils of 1ìr'uopl' rror allou'ulry l',rt'ci9tt lx)\lrer

to I'estlit,t our tleillings u'ith otllcl' lrrttiotrs' Ilrtrcrr, l'lltltr

cliflìgultics ar.ose l.rrrtrvcçn .Flancc autl Ilrrgìa¡tì, arrtl Fraugtl

turnecl to us frtl tlrtt help u,hich sho lclt sll,' Ititrì. ir, r'jr-llrt trr

e\pect, grcat \yiì,s het rìisapPointrnent to fìucl oitl statesDren
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woulcl hat'e beetr rutlle honcst ttr asli for tJrc allrogation of tìrc

treaty But tho Ptt lrlitr anrI Congl'css rvcre divirlcrl nrrd tlis-

tractecl in optu iotr. Prrlt.Y fceling rau high, aud llittct'ness

ancl anirnosit.Y leigrt c'cl to ¿l.n extcuf of whic'h w(r (i¿lìl ftll'ur no

iclea nolv cxcePt frorn clitica,l stut[5' of the histolY atrtl sPirit

of that time. Wo rt'e tolcl thttt a nrau wotlcl cross the stleet

ta,lce vho was of the oP-
to avoicl recoguition of an actluarn

lcl not tna.lic their cLailv
posite side in Politics, antl meru wou

puIClìâses cxcclrt of sìro1 rlieepe ls of theil own PaltY !

None forcsaw the lt'sults that follorvcd, thc cstla,ngemeut

between us altd Frttnce, thcr mutual rvrongilling, until at last

ñc stt)otl up()lì tlte ltlinli of rvar rvith that ìlo\YeÌ without

whose aid rve rutg'ht uot h¿rle achier-tlil oul intlepenclcuce

Nonc fol'esarv that the coutse enteretl uP rrn wiìs viltually arl

attemPt to aìrtogatc thrr tltl¿rtics itr the wot'st \rây a treatl'

can be nllrogtrtecl, i. e. r ltt' its tePutliatitln by oncr of the con-

tractiug ¡raltitls rv ithout the assent of the other Paltv

But ltlarnerv¡¡r'thl rì,s \Yâs otrt' concluct thtt of tr't'ance was

equalll' so' C)nlY SE vr:nteen tlaYs after our ploclamation of

neutralitY, ancl tltc lr:foLe ltcfoto lintlrvletlg;c ,rf it harl leacherl

France, the Nltional Crlnventiott of tr'r'ance, on t,hr¿ gtli of

May, f i93, issuctl tl, tìeclee autholizing l'r'ench shiPs of l'ar

ancl ¡rlilateers to a.rrest rrrcl bring into the polts of the re-

pubIic all ueutr'¿rl vcsst: ìs l¡rtlctr 
"i¡¡ts¡' 

1'[oll1' or rn lrart rvith

neutr¿r,l articles of prot'isions belolgitrg to ueutlal natious

¡rn cl rlesti netl lor arr etremY's Pol't' ith mel'chanclise lle'

longiug to atr onemY. This cleclet: wits isstrcrì irr letrìiat'iott

fol the Errglish n,tteniPt to statt'e thc French llY genelal

blocl<acle atrcl seizutc of uontt'al vessels rvitll plovisitlns otr

their wa¡' to tr't'1uce. So ligrilouslr' rvele tìtese nìciìsur'es el-I-

folcetl ìr.Y lìugl¿rncl bhrrt tho Engl ish nia,t'lict rvns glutted rvith

plovision, n'ìtilt' iu Flttntlc flottL sr rLì tt fotty doll¿rrs a' ìlarlel

lt was a,tlmittetl, in this clecree itself, that it was it'r'iolation

of the ligh ts of rlerrtrals, ìrut tlle lloelssity ol the (ìnsc \Yns

rritl'n'ns lrronlised to ncutlals
ulgctì as alÌ {}r(ltls(ìt irtrd ittclc'ur

ol \\'
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dilcct violation of the 2.3rì al'ticle of ortl trcaty ofi colìrtìret'ce,

Mr'. Molris, tht'n t'csirìttnt; tninistel of the Unitctl States at
Palis, remonstratcd arltl cl¡ritncrl exeulPtitltl for Aruericalr
t,essels ft'om its oltcrati0D, ¿rr.rcot'rìiltg t0 tlle tcr-rus of the
treaty.

On thc 23cl of }la.y, 179iì, the Natiorlal Convcntion folmnlly
clecl¿r'ecl that vesscls of thc llnitccl Statrls tyt't't¡ ttot to be itr-
cludecl in tlre opelrrtirln of this tlt,cl'cc. Sttch tvas the illstahil-
ity of the Flertclt, ìrtlrt'et'et', tha,t tlris rltlcl'ee oI l'[¿¡. 2.3rì ¡'as
abrogatecl by cleclee ì{ay 98tlr, ¿rnrl ¿rftel r-alious contradictory
decrees, Arnerican cor.nlìrercc l-as left es¡rosed to drlstr.uction
under thc first dcclee, that of Mn.1. 9th. lVhat l'ith the co¡-
sequent illegal acts of Flerrch plivutecrs aucl the letaliatoly
acts t¡f the Blitish Govelnurr,nt, ntaln' c¡f our. vessels wer.e
c¿ùptured amiclst e\cesses of all liincls, and a vast rrmonnt of
American plri¡xrrty was destloyr:d.

When intlonuttion of thcso acts of spolintion rc,acher_l the
Unitcd States, tlrr.r lesult was. rìis¿lstrous to colrfitlr,,ucc in
noaritimc lmsitress. l\{erchants hesitatecl to .x¡tosc their ships
arrcl ca,rg'ots to sur,h lisl<s. To r.c'store confìdanec, our Gor.ern-
meut cante forrvald tr.ith v.l.lrt¿ìt'\r ¿ì$stìt'¿tnces of ptotection
and rerìr'css, arril Jeffr:r's.n, therr Secrctar'.y of State, issued ¿
circula' lettcr. tl¿tcrl A.gust 27tlr, 179:3. i' ryhieh hc saicl:

- tt cor'¡rlai't lra,ving lrr¡c' r'r.rl. t. tllc flor-e.'urent of so're
inst¿'ces of .n,justifial,lc'ex¿¡,ti,,rr antr s¡roriaüiou c.,,'mitiecl
otì otu' rnert,hant I'esscls Lr.t the lrt'ir.rteeì's of the 1tou,¡rs at
wa,r', aucl it lrcilq' ¡rossiltle th¿t otñcr instanct,s nrny h¿tve h¡n_
¡rcned,rrl'u'lriclr lro irr[.¡'¡¡¡¡¡li¡¡¡ lras lr.crr ¡¡ir.err f , il,,,cr,,ri]ir-
ment' r ha'r: it irr .lr¿r.sc t.rrr tlrt, pl'esirl,rlrt, t,, "r"ui,"lùrne.cìr¿'ts .f tllr, [Irritr¡tr st,¿tcs c'ncr:rllerl i,, to.,,igi, c,]ru
lììerc(ì that tlu. a,tt.lrtir. rvill llr,. lrnid t, an.r. iri.l.ics-;,r- ii;high se.s o. i, f.reig' c,'rrtr.itis, c.'tr.ar.y t. ilre l¡r,rv orln.tions, or' l:ir .xistirrq'ir.,'¿rti.s : 

"n,t 
tl,J, r,'ïheir. for.u.ar,.liuu.hitlr.r', to llrc r),'¡,nr:rrr,,rrt ,rl Sf ,re, ,t'.il 

",ìii,.,,ii;;.,;,,;i',:,:i(toncc ot I,ltr,sir,rrrrr, l.)rol,)ct,¡,r.olr,r,rlirrgs tvill l,r, ¡trlolrterl l.ol
. tlreil rcli.l'." 1Se,t,tt" b,,,.ti ntetrl iO.i lS.::C, ¡t. )lU.),

--P^rcsictclit 
w.slrirrg^t,u, ì' his nìessag'Lì c¡f Decer.Jier 

'trr,1793, also r.efcrlcd to thcse ¿rcts of sp,,li,itio,r, as follorys :rvho might suf{er by its opelation' As the deoree \Yas a
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$,ell-founcled coùr¡tl¿int. Euïy_ ¡rost briDg^s ruo lriles of lettels
.lìr"i ii friont all ,lrlrrlt':r's, rtlrrl l. sco tro lcntecì't''- * * 

.1 - "
fii-iìi"-r"",.ntinr", if I woull g-ive wl.v to the cla,t'o.s of t¡e
;;l;;;î ;;rìì,ì;;il,,rgli tt_r l,,rlie dellrnrls v.r'¡' lilit, a r¡,cl'r'¿r-

tì,j¡ of ',i'",'." (St'ritúe Dttc' No' 10:J' 76:!tí' 1t' 'i7')

Jul1, 5tlr, 1794, tlre Fl'crrclr Corrrrrrissiotrer' of For.eigtr Rela-

tions rvrote to trIr. Mol'ris :

r¿ Thc se[tirnents of thc Cont'elrtion autl of the GoÏel'uDretlt

towarcls youl' fcllorv-eitizelrs arc too $-trll linorvn to ytru to
lea'e ¿ clïubt of theìr' clispr,rsition to nralic g^o,tl t¡e losses

tvhigh circumstalces ilseprl'alrle from a glr:ai t'evol¡tir¡rt l¡av
lra'r,e causetl sotne Amet'itlirrr tr¿r'igatols trl expet'ieuce. (Senale
Doc. No. 709,1E:!6, P. 7'i.)

\Ye cannot sto¡r to ex¿rrlliue the histol'y of the rregotiatir-rns

which lecl to the arlo¡rtion of the tlcat.l rvith Gleat Britail
known &s Ja.r'-" 'l'r'eat.t', tìatrtiì Novcnrber' 19th, 1794. It l'as
long held undet' atlr-isemetrt h"r' ortr Setrate, aud rvas lìnally
latified in Fcbruar'.r', 1796. I.Iistolians lelate a,t letlgth the
animosities al'ousctl, aìr'r'ady lefct't'ccl to, a,url the r.livision iu
public opinion anrl sentitncnt of the time. 'lhe tleaty rv¿ts the

culmin¿ltiorr of thc polit:y rvhich arrtoutrted to the abroga,tiol
of otrr trcu,ty ol-rligutions rvith Ft'¿lnce. 'Ihe tu'o tleltics coulcl
not stanrl sitl' b"r' siclc. Ono ol the othcr nmst be inopcrativrr
beeause thc.'¡' l'ele t'oltlailictoly. 'I'he tleaty rvitìr Englantl
gave thcr s&rue excrlusive liglrts to hel shilis of n at' ¿urtl prir-a-
tecrs to shclter, ete., in our 1.rorts, and tt-r sell theil plizes, etc.,
that rvc had ¿rllc¿rtl.t. sivcn. also exclrrsivcl.y, to Fr'¿rncc. C)ne
ofl the ¿r'tic'les of the treat"l'rvith lìrrglantl ploviticrl that
prizes nrarle lr.y citl.'r Elglnucl or the f.rniterl States sìroulcl lte
flc.e to euter tlre ports of thc other, ¡rurl tìla,t no shclter rit

. r'efrtge sh,ultl lro r.,'i\-trrr irr tlrc ¡ror,ts of rritìre r to such ¿rs shoultl
h¿ve nr¿rtlc it prize upon thc snlrjtrots ol citizells of either,.
'fllis l'a.s iu rlil¡ct rrrtrrtplyg¡tir¡¡ ¡1. ¡rrr trcaty rvitlr Ir.r,atrrt¡.

Otltol oJricrctionirble alticles in tìlc Blitish tr.cu,ty l.err: the
'-sttt'Ltrntirrl of tìr. plinc,i¡rlc th¡,t ,rfl.c slri¡rs nralio Irc. gootìs,'

alld- tìle trll'*'inu Jùrglish c.rrisc.s to calrt.re gootls 
'r' s.bjccts

of thei' .rtrrllics I'r',ur .rr. r,csscls, th.s r',r'd.r]i.q F'r,ucrll lrr.op-
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6

lìcf says:

.c flc'e, tlren, rvrs n rlottlrlc Pl'')lìli'qo flolu tlle nltiorrnl

,,,,,iïui,i,,i,'"ì,¿*, ut""i,rH,in'','" òl'oì'it'lt.ttt''t.t'cltùrtls c.tt-

Fi'*ec[ theit' co.r,''t't;"'';;ì'i'ì'"ttttt'"tì orì(io rrìore rt¡r.u the

ocoiìrì. Thcir Govet;;";il'rt*'i-t"ttiptta,th.rn' aud ol the

occrr.'crrr'c ol''irtì'r''iJÏ"ìtt'irt.: ìtigrì *i'n*'il'"sc s..il ciliz'ctrs'

¡rt',,,rt'tlitts t,', i'strrrJtì';;t:"';;'i'ì; ltirslr- 'to 
l"ils-e *itlt tha

Deurrlttnirttt t'f Statc 
"iit""'ttìll Irrllrcnliollerl .virlettccs ol

llrc sr'rr,., 'lllr"i'' u''iu,,i,'i,if,itnu nttrl qt'r'itl-r'l'irt¡rlt'lrilrll'crt rÌe

rv¡rilirrq, s1's¡l 1¡.\v, rri"'1"ì'.'tti-"'r te'll''iss' (\rtmle Re¡nrl 7u'

'iïit' iing', tss, :J¿l 's¿rssiorr' 1E'io')

In lespolrse, oul' rrretcha'nts loclgetl with the Statc Dr''1ralt-

mcnt thcir ,,.'ìtlttu"tt' t'f-ìosses' l:he Deptlltnrent fonvatdt'd

thesc papct, tt' Irtn""ti ¿lnd stt'auqe ns it may 
leern, 

ktUl t1-l

co¡rics or lc'cot'ds r'[ thcln' Tllev cannot lrrl foullcl now lll

Paris, antl this *"t'oot"* fott 1'a'i of tltc cli{ficulty nolv rnt't

rvitìr in getting lil'oof rlf these losscs'

The Flench IUi"i'*t"'' ì;t iìt" Ulìtetl St¿rtr¡s' Firttchet' uniler

clate of Mtlch 27tìrr 1T'94' tvlottl tr) ottl'Selc'rctar'\'o{ Stltt::

' 
( I t a'¡rv-'¡f 

' 
"l l, ìlìi ;ï:, ]iÏìi: Jilìil 

-Ïri,ì: 
\''lli,T iTi:i;lffi i

ï;';.i,;'l,ill,;ìlli, lllìiì'::.ì,i;ì',;:;ie,r,,r rr,,, ','¡,rrr'rie) 
rrrr'.\' 

'¡nnr''

ttillr r',,lrfì'l''tt''.', '''i't'ì'1"-"iìì;"t-''it''s 
t. ll'i Fr.'rrclr c.r'r't'tl-

rne't' rvìritli t'ltt "ä"ït]'''"iitii' 
ltt*titrr t. thosc whostr clainrs

Trt'***t.;"' I rs" u "i' J) o tt' 1 ():!'' 1ti :!6' p' !!6 J 
";

Mr. lfollis, out llinistcl at Pal'is' rvLtltc' i\[alch 6th' 179-l:

" Tlr¡sc t:l¡l ttt'es r:l'citlt' qt'clt cottltlsi'rtt' lttttsl ¡'t'otÌttc.' tttttclt

tlttttitq. lt' 
"t"t'"t"'tii;"ttt'ì;' 

ltrtÌ rl't' lÙ s{}lll'('(' ol .tttIlt'ss altrl
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casion for the euforcetnent of tìlis gualantctr hatl already be-

colne ulgent, for tnau.r' of these islantls rvele lost to úhe Fl'elrch

in 1793, ancl, .A.lison sâ-vs ill his Histor'.y, r'ol. iii., p' 396, '( ¡'it¡
hardly auy loss to the victoriotts tl¿ltiou'"

The nen's of the Jay treaty l'ith Dnglantl lnovetl the n'hole

Flench natiotl to ilclignationr as well it rnight. Itr conver'-

sation rvith l'tr" l\{unt'oe, thetr oul l{inistel to France, t|e
French tr{inister said t( that Fl'atrce hacl nmch cause of com-

plaint against us intlepenclerrtlt' of our trcaty rvith England,
but that, b¡. this treaty, out's rvith them w¿rs ¿rurihil¿r,tecl."

(Americatt, State Pape'rs, 7 Foreígtt' A.f'rr,it's, ?. 'ruL.)
tr{. Aclet, the Frcnch plenipotentiar'.y to the Uljtec'l States,

adclressecl onl Goveruttrent as follows :

rrThe ulrdelsig'ned, ministe-t' plenipotentiar.r- of thc X't'ench
Re¡lublic, row fuìfills to the SecletarJ' of -{tate 6f th¡ U¡iteci
States a pailful ltut saclcrl rluty. -[Ie claiurs, in the nanre of
Arnericarr honor, irr the narnc of tlle f¿ith of tt.errtìes, thc e.re-
cutiolr of that contract rvhich assurecì to thc l]nitecl Statcs
tlleil existence-, and l'hich Fr¿rnce r.egarrlcrl as tlir' ¡rlerlue of
the most sacrrecl uuio' bct¡l'r:e. ttvo peo|le, tìre fr'óest ìr1,o'
eartlr." (Arnericnt¿ Slu,te Pupers, 1 1Ìoreig.tr, All-u,irs, 1t. e,iC.1

r' rct¿rliatiou frr o.r co'cluct the x'r'ench Go'er'rnc't
passctl three clcclccs. 'I'lie lirst ryas to tìrc eiTcct that all

'c*tlals w,rrlil be tleaterl in thc sarn() \\'¿ì\' ¿r,s thr,.v ruight
allorv the Errglish t, t'e¿lt the tr'r'ench. fl'rrrlcr trre seconcl,
the stipulatit.rus of the t'caty of 1778 corìLrLìr.ììirìg tlie 'e.t'al-ity ,f thc flags rverc suspcntl'tl, &lrrl 11.q'1'" ¿rllcletl in nlost
esseutial poiuts ; a'd .nde' the thi'tl clccrccr the list of con-
t.aLa'd of n'¿lL rvas e'l¿rrqed, Arlr,r'itrars in the sr:l,vice of
Englarrtl *-ele deelalecl to lre ¡rilates, arlr-[ cer.taiu do.ulnents

, welc dcclar:cd to be nccessar'.y to clctcr.nlinc tlur llntional clrar-
actc. of Ärue.icarr ships. Alrorrg thcse trrcr¡r'c'ts ¿l rôle cl,
équ,ipug'e (a list of the u'cw i' a 1ra.ticula. fo.,r) u-as tlt,t,la.cd

. . 
e,sscntial, rtlthough thc 25th a,rtic,le of thc, tleaty of lTTg r;l,ec-
ificrrll.t'1r'escrilrccl the f.r''r of sca lettc.r.tr bc.secl b.y thc
vcssèls of the tlyo corurtlic:s.
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et't,v and Fr.enchmerr rtn lroal'tl orrl shilis liablcr to seizru.e, n-hile
the ¡r.opc'r't¡' a'd ¡.re'srns of the elre'ries of F.a'cc, simila'ly
situatecl, we.e pr"otected lry the 2Bd a.ticle of our. t.eaty *iilr
F'auce of 1778. Here *'e fi'tr the ger'r of the D'grisir cloc-
tline aftt¿rrvar.ds asselted of ,, the I'iglrt of s[,at.clì," Ãe of the
causes of our next .¡r'al rvith her,

The list oI co't.arra'cì a'ticres rvas also 
'r.ch exte'ded in

the Jay t.eaty as co'rpa.ecl with the rist in flre French treat¡,.
This *'as ¡rarticul*rlv i'ju.i,'s to Frarrce, the' fightirg ugoiurt
Eu.ope ge'e.ally, 

';' 
i'creasi,g 

're 
clifficuli"v of pioã,ri,,g

articles of rvhich she n'as ilre' i' g.eat 
'eetr. It irerped tã

re'cler'ro.c cfïective the E'grish pla'of sta.vi'g thc French
into s.b'rissio', l:"v r'akirrg 

'rore 
co'rplete the Ergrisrr cou-

trol of the high seas. ou' Go'e.'.re't irn'retriatr:ly lirohibitetrtr're'ch p'i'atcers fi'orn fitti'g out vessers or. T.or'seiri'g trreir
plizes itr our. por.ts.

fÌ¡ro'clelilre.ate exar.i'atiorr of all trrese fa,cts, trre concru-
sion is inevitable tìl¿rt trre co.r'sc p'rsuecr b-1, thc u'ited states
n'as i'del'elsible. 1'he opportrnit.v rvas givc' to rrs to neEo-
,_in'|: n 

'erv 
tre*ty *ith trr.a'ce, b,it rre ùclinetl ii, antl tlìen

delibc.r'tcly 
'iol¿ltt:tl 

ilre okl t.caty, a'rl ¡rer.siste'tì.y rnai'tai'ed
th¿rt coru'se. 'r'he F.e'c' tr{iuister.rvrc,te, Nor-crnber l.rtrr, lTgs,
to our Secr.etar.y of State :

^- 
'1 I br;S ¡'rru to lly operr to thc plesitlr:nt tlre tl,clee antl theelr('lrJSerl rrotr,, arrrl to olrt¿ilr I'r.olrr Irirrr tlro ca¡liest,l,,cisi,lr.citlre. llre grra.arrtee r r*vo ,.ririru.tr ti," riirlil"i",ìi rt'r,ì,' .i,ì,:colo'i.s, or.pon tlre rno,-le,rf ucgotiatiolì of th,'. n,,ru i."otn,'i

).1Ì l'ì'ir'ï:'rl f o ¡rro¡ros. to tlrr, únitcrl Sr,,r"*, ,,:f,i,l,'.,.l,ilf,f
nrat(o ol llrc tr', .:rti,rrs lrrrf, urro [irr'il.}..,' ( A,,,rrir,rn S/r'tti.Po4ter.s, 7 Fore[gtt ,,!.[l'nirs, p. lgtt.) 

--"r'

The gutr,ra'tee hc.e .t'f.l'r'ctr to rvrs ilre ¡rer¡retuar qna'a'tee
to thr }'r'erl.h .f thcir rross.ssirrrs i'Är'crica., r.¡cfo.c .-rprainccr.
at th. tilrrc of the .xercutio' <if the t'e*ty trr,rsc ¡rosscssic¡rswe.c the islancls oï st Dorni'go, trf.r'tirriq,ic, Gua.àlo.'t, Ste.
Lucic, St. Yinccrrtr'l.obago, Descadu, tr{¿r.ieg¡rlùnte, St. Þicr.c,
tr{ir|rclo', Grarrad*, arrtl, ,' th. l'airrla'd, Caycu*e. Thc oc_

I
I

I
¡

!

t
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the laSt S.lntìtct'all these rtlcotcls have lrecn forw¿rt'rlcd to thtl

n.r,r'tr',nrt c,f Statc irr lVaslting'torr, itr r'('spollsc trl clirectic¡ns

"n"'"iu.¿ 
frour thc Govellrmcnt, to be uscrcl as cviclouctl, cithcr

i, 
",irirrr^rrts 

or thc Governncnt, itr thg trial of petiti''s for

;,1¡o,rrnitv lr¡folt'tltt, CttuÌb of Clairns, urldet'tìrtr terrus of tìre

e"l, ,f Cu'g,','.* of lrtst rtitrter', rvhich I rvill explnill lirtcr'

Lest the statrrureuts m¿rclt' of thc concltrct of tlre llrc'ch
¡1¿y lre tlroug^ht t{} l)c (ìxaggelatcd, I l-ill tlltote an extract

f.o¡r " 
r'e¡rolt tlrtle b.y ouÌ Sccrcta,ry of -(tate ttl the Presi-

de¡t, irr lcply to 1ì resolution of the Flouse of Replesentativcrs,

on the 21st of Jrrne, 1797. Aftet' rlelttionirrg thc l'rcnch clc-

clees, tìte le¡rot't saYs :

., Bcsides tlrcsc set'et'al ilcct'ees, and others, wlritdr, beint
¡rorc lirnitecì, thc f(tI'lttor havc su¡ret'sctlec.l, the oltl nratilre
ortlinanccs oI Fl'a,tlce h¿ul'e llecrt t"f i1'¡itl anrl cllfolct'tì rvith
sc,'cr:itf l,otll irr ELrlo¡.re antl tlre West Indies. Thr, rvant of
ot ilrftiuurlitv irr ¿ lrill of latlirrg, thtr rvant of ¿r r,'crtilìtrtl list
of the l)asserìi-i^ers a,trtl ot'ew, tlte snlrercargo bcing bv llilth a
fot.e igncr, altìr,ruqlr ¿L natrtralizc'd citizcn of the Unitirrl Sta,tcs,
thc tli'stluctiorr of ¿r l,apet' of auy liiud so(ì\¡01', antl thc rv¿lrt of
a se¿ littor', har-c Jtcetr tleerned sullìcieut to tvalr'¿ult a couderu-
natiou of ,{ureric¿rtt vessels ancl plo¡rorty, nlthoug^ìr tìrc ploofs
of thc lrropet'ty rve t'c indulritalrle. 'l'lrc Wcst Inilies, as liel'ore
rcurarliurì, have cxhilritcr.l lhe ruost lamentablr sctrne of tleplc-
datiorr. Inrìccd, tlle corrtluct of tlie lrulrlio ag^ents arrd of tùe
corumissionecl cnrisers tllcrrc has sur¡rassccl ¿rll for.mcl exa,mples.
Thc Àrnelic,¿ìl l'esscls have uot only ltelru ca¡lttrr.ccl rurcler. the
clcclees lrcfol'e nlcrntiolrcd, lrut n'hon ltroug-ht to trial in the
tr'r'encìl tribrurtls tlre vcsscìs ¿utcl calgocs h¡tr.e ltecll colrtlerntred
rvithout rulrrrittiug the orvnt'r's ol thc.il agcnts to ulal<c any r.le-
ïelce. Tlris sr,clrrs to l.rc tlolic sysicrnaticall.l. ¿r.trtl for. thc oll-
vions ¡tur'¡ursr, of crrsurinE crruldeltrrr¿rtious. Il.v this rrronstlous
abrrse itr jurlici¿rl 1tt'occrcìings, l't'aurls aur[ falst,horrds, as l-cll
as flinrsy aucl slr:rnrclt'ss ¡rlctexts, l)ass nnc-tanrinctl ¿uld un-
cotrtlarlir:tt'rl, aud illc ru¿ttlt' the fouurìation of st'ltttrllcts of
coldcurn¿r,tion."

1lhc.rli11'clt.ncu,s betleeu the tu'o countries had n,try assurned
defìuite forrn, untl \\r(ì l\'cro on thc velge of war.. The Fr.ellcìr
Govelunrcrrt hrd valicl claims agaiust oul Gorer.ltureut for ilr-

10 Frat¿cl¿ Spoliution Cløitns.

OD thc 3Oth of Apr.il, 1797, the FÌelroh MinisttrÌ of n{arintr

was t{r(lucsterl to rlecìare otTci¿lly u'hcthel Anrc|ican vtssels

rrot lraYirrg tt' rôle tl'éqrti1ru3'e'tt'c|e good p|izc and rvhc'thcr' thc

ciu.gor.s of suoh shiPs rvclc a,lstt lurvful plizc. Ircr clecidetl th¿r,t

ever). Atììer.ican vessel rvithout snch a r¿île rv¿rs tììì otrcnìy, ¿utd

th¿t thcrefore both vessol ¿ìncl (taruo lvet'tt sttìrject to croulìsca-

tion. 'I'lle trutulrcl' of capttrrcs of Aurttlicatl vcssels uow iu-

cleased ra,1ritll.y, alcl all I'clìlolìstl'alì(ìes \\'el'e iu vain' Thc

Ir'Leuch, rvhile ¿rdrnitting thesc rlccrecs to be in confliot rvith

the tlett¡,, ¡-relsistetl iu callyiug them into elïect. No mattcr
u.hat tlade Ämerica,u vtrsscls \Yoì'e cllflrìgerl iu, ol u'ith \ylìorn

they x'crc tlatling, the¡' rvelc seizetl ancl cottfiscatcrl, agairtst

all law, ultdel the coltll of l¿rv' Rt:p|eherrsil.rle as oul' coltclttct

had beeu, that of the tr'l'euch \Yas llow et¡rtlly so' In the le-

rìrainirìg l'r'ench islancls in the West Intlics tlte sanre spit'it

l,as urallifestecl, atrrl the plunrlel tlelivctl flr-rnr this sourcc

folmerl thc plincipa,l ptt't of thcit' t'eveuue. In a lcpolt to the

French Dilectoly flom thcil got'eLttmcltt it rvas st¡ltetl : t' That
halilg 1ìruntl ltt-r l'('s()tlrct-r iu finartce. arrcì Itnorvilrg the nn'
friencìl;' tlisposition rtf the Arneritlatts, ant.l tt'¡ ir,v'.rid pelishing

in tlistrtss. the¡' haci ¿ìrlned fol cmising, arltl th¿tt already

eightr.severr cLuisr,,Ls lvere ftt sea ; anil thal ful three mouths

ltr.ecetling, the atlmillistration h¿lcl sullsistctl, antl irrtliyiclunls

br.err t:ut'iclte'tl, lty thc ploctuct of t,heir lrrizes. Thcl' fclic-
itatetl thgnrsclr-es th¿r.t Ämelicau vcssels wclc ,lrily taftcu,1ucl

cleclarctl th0y hacl krarned, lry rlivc|s pe|sorìs f rottr tlte cotlti-

rre¡t, tlrlt the ame¡ic¿¡ls \\.efe corrul)t, pr'r'fitliu¡s, thc frig¡ds
of Errglarrtì, aùt1 that their. vesscls no louge r cntt'r'r:cl tìlc FÌcuch

ports urtless rt¿ll'r'iet[ itr lt,y folt-'t1."

I h¿rve lnade tltor'otrgh exanlitllltion o1' all tlro legisters,

m¿rnifcsts trrrd lrrotests in thtr Cttstottl Flr¡ttscs itr Pt'ot'itlt'¡tle

ancl Nervpolt, autl thesc r.r:ttrtr.tls, crf $-lrir,h I Ìr¿rve uritttttes,

sìrorv th¿t a lu|gc lrlo¡lor.tioD uf thc Ltsscs itrcnt'r't'rl in this

Stirte \vere itrcut'recl ¿r,t this ¡-reriotl itì this wiì'yr otll' r'esst'1s

haviug ltcen caltturccl ând t¿rkcn into the French polts irr the

\Yest India islarrtls anil there colìdcrìtlle(l ¡rntl stllcl. Dut'ing
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har,ecornrrrittedorshallbeforrrrtlhor'erirrgolrtlrecoastoft]re
üriiJs*rcs for the purllose of conrnrittirrg dcpr.eclâ,tions on

;".,"; t 
"tooging 

to citizens theleof." A' ¡lct of Ju'c l3t¡,

iääîr**.,I"¿ ntt corntncrcial intet'coulse ¡ett'octt the Unitcd

åir* -ri¿ Flance " until the Governtncttt of Flance shall

"l"nrly 
tlisavorr artrl shall bc found to rcfrliD from t]re aggres-

;r;;r; dep'cdati,ns ancl hostilities ¡y t¡ern eucouragecl a'cl

i,'ol,.inlnà¿ against tìre vessels a'd 'the' 
p.ope.ty .f the

Unitecl Statcs'"
The next ,a.ct of congress of Jrute 25tlr, 1798, autho|izetl

rnerch¿ut vessels of tìlc Urlitecl States to lesist scalch or

seizure by aDy ¿nuccl F|ellch vessel', to lcpc.l assalrits ancl to

captrtre the agg|essors until tt thc Govct.llnrcllt of tr'r'nlrce shall

ca¡se thc, cornm¿uttlers ¿rlltl ct'ervs of all almcd Ilrench vessels

to refra,i¡ from the larvlcss tle¡l'etlations ancl outragtls hitherto

encouraged anil arrthorizctl ìry that GoYelDnrertt ilgairtst tlle

ruerchant vcsscls of thtr Unitctl State's."

Finally, by Act of Congress of July Ttlì, 1798, tìte treaties

with France wele tlccl¿r,rccl to lic ¿llnulletl antl tto longeÌ

obligatory, the lrretnrbl: stating 'r that the jtrst clitinls of t.he

Unitecl States for le¡talatiolr of iniurit's h¿rrl beeu l'efused,

and their atteùrlrts to Dcgotiatc ¿rn aDric¿rble acljustrnent of all
cornl-rlrints betl't:cn thr¡ two llations had bccn repelletl with
irrcìignitv." The tleaties rrith li'r'a,lrcc rvere thus tltlclatecl to
be annrrlletl ur the grorrncl that Francc had liolatecl them.
It is tnre the tleaty of rlrnit¡. rntl conrmet'cc ìlacl lreen violatecl

by Flance. But it hatl ne'r,el lreLrtr ¿llsg.cl th¿t Flancc had
violatctl thc tlett,v of alliirnere ; ou thc contlar'.y, Flallce llad
strictl.y ¿urrl lrorrorn.lrly fullìllcil a,ll her ollligatiols rurrler it.
She hel¡retl us to u,in oul inclelrendcncc at a cost rìstimated ¿t

' tryo huntllicrl ancl cigìrty ruillious of tLrllals in urone¡' and
untold loss of pricirless ltuman livcs. 'llro 6¡1ly violrtiolr of
the treaty of alliauce \\.¿ùs on thc ¡ia,r.t of the lJnitccl States in

'- issuing thc dcclar¿tiolr of ncutr.ality &lì('l irì rrullit'r,iug' the
tleaty 'by the Äct of Oonglcss of Jul.1- Ttlì, 1798, so fat' as
such acts coultl cffect its nrrllific¿r,tion. IÌrânce, r'r:r.y naturally

I
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fraction of treaty ollliga,tions, and our citizens held valicl

clailns against thc Frcuch Govcfnmcrrt fo| acts clf spoliatiou

r:onunitt,,tl by lrer lrlivatccls upon ollr comlìlcì'oe' Elorv were

thc two cou[tries to extricatcr thcmsclvcs flom thc ûilenllna ?

fn JuÌe, 1797, Mc,ssrs. Pincl<ney, Mtrrshall alìd GelÌy \\'ere

a¡rpoirrtccl liy tìre Presit'lent of the unitecl states Dnvoys Ex-

tlaoltlinar.y arlcl }linisters Plelipr-rtentiary " to negotiate with

the FÌeueh Gor-clnment on all sulticcts of cliffeÌence between

the two n¿ìtiolìs, atìd to rnalic a treat¡' 0r conYcntion foÌ cìe-

termiuing the sarne."

Thc Secletary of State, Mr. Picl<ering, iu lris letter of in-

structions to these (ìtì\roys, clatecl July 15,1797, saicl:

(( Älthough thc r.epa|a,tion for. Iosses sust¿ined b¡' the citi-
z()ns of t¡e'ilnitr:d Siutes, i' c,nscrlucuce of i.'.-9ulal or il-
legal r,aptrr|crs oL oonclcrunal,i(irìs, oI foÌciìrle sr-.ìztrt'es ot' dcrtcll-

tiåìs, is',,f r..r.y high irr¡r,rtauce, rr'tl is to ¡. p.essccl with the

urciìlcst carrrc,stlrriss, ¡'r,t, it is u,t t' ht,irrsistcrl ()lt iÙs all
inrlislrcrrsn,l,l,'",,1r,Iili,,n r,I t]rc ¡rt'o¡roscrl t|cal.y' Yott at'e trot,

ho$,t,rcr, to r.crroulrcc these claiiDs of our citizcns, Dor ttl stipu-
latc th¿-.í thc.r lrc ¿rssumctl ìry the Uniter1 St¿rtes as a lo¿ìtì to
the Flerrch (ìoletnnt:nt."

The enYr¡l's w()re also instr.rrctecl to lÌry ¿ì rclease of out'

guarantct,r 0f the Ifr.enc,h islaDrls, a[cl thcy rvere autholizetl to

offtrr. trt Fra.Ùce ¿r, $.ar. strlisirly irr nrrlrey or in pt'ovisions to the

arnount of ttt'o hnnt'llecl thous¿urd dollars allnually'
But t,heit mission was itì vaiÛ. They $'ele lìr'st intlirectly

asliecl to lrav a b|ilrtr, uDclcr thc l.rleasautel tìarnc of rt g'rati/ica-

tion, oT trvelve hunch'r¡rl thousaucl francs ! rvhich, of coursc,

tlrni: r',,f,,ro,1 t() I,iìr. 'l'ìre.y werc not allorverl to ht,'ld olïìcial

intàr.coulse \-ith thc Fr.euch Go\crDmcut. The.l' I'curaiutld

sorno tiDre itr Par.is on sufter.aucc, ancl hekl infolrn¿rl inter-

views rvith 'Iallc¡'raDdl artcl othei.s, but coulcl rcc.onrplish noth-

ing, so th0j, l.ctnr.Dcil to arucrica. washirrgtrlù rvas callecl

upon to be irl tea,clittess, fot \val' \\'ith Fratlce wa's impending

antl w¿rs altrlost rlailv expecterl.

An Act of Corgress of l{ay 28tlt, 1798, autholized otlr n&vv

to captuÌc ,úalrnecl \.essels of the R,elrublic tlf tr'l'ance lvhich

Fren c7¿ Sp oliatiott' Claims.
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Sp,liatio's i* the Sctrate, Jattualy 12tlì, 1835, lvas, to tluote

his rvoltls :

¿¿ Tf vorr rvill aolinolrlt'clgc ol l'Lrtìcw the obligatiolt of thtr

,-,1¿ tr]",ítì,,*, rvllirll sccl¡l'e to rrs_¡rt'iviL'gcs-itt ¡'orrl'1r,,t'ts trlrir:lr

;i;i, l:,;;,ì,ì;J arrr uot lo.t'ttj,,r', tlrcrr rvr:-will rirlkc irrrl,rruuities

i¡iltìr" irrr.s oT.yottl citizcns; ot', if-yorr ¡,ill give 
'p all cltriur

ï;; ";ì;"lr iuelelrlities, tlten rve rvill ¡elirrt*rish out' sp*cial
i.i.i"¡i"ul"r uutlcl the fot'mer tt'r:¿r'tic¡s alttl agt'ce to a. neu' [t'ent.t-

iíi,i.tt "*trutl onl¡'put ul.oll-¿l footiniì'-of equalitv l'ith fh'eat
Ër'-it"i", oul elleln.1.'" (! Wcbstef s Works, ¡t' f ii.)

Our. envoys ditl not feel thab tltey rvclc ¿r,rrtholizctl tr,r acct-.¡rt

eit¡er plo¡losition. 'fltcy rvlote horue August 15th, 1800,

t¡at it h¿ld lol' ltecome matrifcst that negotiations luust be

abandonecl ol their instluctions uust llc tleliatetl florn.
Fut'thcr uegotiation eusuccl. At'last our t:nvo)'s detelurinccl

it l'oultl Lie best to ruake somo tetnpor¿ìry arralrgument which
woulcl e,ttlioate thc Unitetì States f rom the situation in rvhich

thoy tvelc itrvolt'ctl, sat.e the inrmensr-l ¡rlopclty of Atuerica,lr
citizens then ¿ll'¿ritiug rdjudicttiorr befolt' the Fl'ench Council
of I'r'izcs, &ntl seculc, ¿ts fiu' as l)ossil)le, Allrerican comrìrorco
against tile aìruses of captule rlru'itrg tlle wat' thrrn existinfì
bttwcrrn Flunce tntl Duglarrd. Sept. 4th, 1800, the Flench
Gr¡r,elnrnelrt lilo¡roscd that tlrt¡ iurlelnrrities tlrrr: by Flance to
thc citizcns of thc Uuitccl -Stttes shoull l.rc pu,icl by llte Unitecl
Sta,tes, Fla,nce, in rcturu, to ¡'ielrl thc exclusil'c prilileges
seculetl to hel rurdcl tìlc 17th atrtl 22rl ¿r'tir-rles of the tlt'aty
of cornnren:c ¿r,utl the ligbts urrcìcl tlrr: grralautce oI the 11th
a,r'ticle of the tleaüy of alliaurte. llcle u.us a clistiuet prolto-
sition of set off. 'lhc LIlritcrl Strtes rvelc to ¿sslnrì(ì ancl pay
the just cìairns of Aurc¡L'icatr citizens against Flauce, ancl

' F¡arrcc l-us to rclitrguish ìret' claints ag^ainst tlre tÌnitctl Statcs
arisiug^ uurlct the trcttir.'s, ¿rrrrl rLlso thc guur¿rnlcc and thc
exclusive liglrts thcleurrcfurr'. Our euvoys ckrclalcrI the;c 1rr.r.r-

, .pclsitions to lte iuatlnlissilllc. 'lllcr confeterrces coutirmerl
thlough.the mouth, aur-l olt .Sclrtetul-,cr :lOtlì, 1800, iù ,(1.rLr.r-

r.isional tnratl'" $'as agreocl upoü. At the r.cqucst of the
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and vely propcrly, dcnicd thc light or. thc llowor. of cithcr.
party to annul a tleat,y n'ithout the rrolscnt of thc oilrcr. pa,r.ty
to thc tr.aty' rt is clca. that whc.c th.l'e a.e two tr.eatics,
as ill this cas., the 

'iolatio. of o'e of thc'r rìoes 'rit affecrt
the otller; the t*r.t' of a.lli."e sìro.kl harc becr held as
still in frl.ce, c'.' if thc t'caly of a'rity ¿'rr'r com'rcrcc \\'as
legally t'uulled b.y lùe ,¡\ct of Co'g.ess .f Jul.v Tth, 17gg.
(See Vu,tl.el, p. 9'ì';í.)

John adams b.crmc Plesiclcnt, antl in 1Tf,l!), desir.ous clf ¿¿

peacefrrl scttlelnent with xtrance, iurd rrpon hcr invitation, he
appoilted a uLrrv corìrrìrission r,o'sistirg of chief Justice Ells-
rvorth, Davie atrcl Mulla.,¡. as lìrtr.oys to Fr.a¡¿e. Their in-
stt'utrtiotts l't't't'o to sec¡t'e i¡rìe¡rnity for. spglintiolt otì olìr
corììnìerce, the cessa.tion of the sr:izurc of Amr,,r'it_rau vessels for.
rvant of tlre tecluric¿rl rôle d'ét1ufirtg't:, thrr tcr.urination of our
gunlantec of thc Flcuclr werst Iuclia islantls, the alil'ogrtion
of all the tretties liel;r'.e. F.arrce a,ntl the u'ited Statc's, ancl
the fo.'iatiolr of a neu. t.eat)' in *.hicrr ail orrligati,'s sìroulcl
be speoilìctl. F..rn these i'st.rrctions it is appar..'t that
lvhile oul G,velunrcnt 

'reaut to do rlrvuy l.ith the b.rrlen of
the natirina,l s¡natantcc, it also meant to securc inclcrnlit.l, for.
the just clainls of our citizcns.

we h*'c uot ti'rc rr,w t, foìlow the uegotia,tio's th¿r,t tooìr
place i. PLr,r'is. Pt'opositions aucl c,''trtr.1lropositi.*s wele
m¿tìc and 

'cir:ctccl 
ìry l'rth pa'tir,s. rt is uno.gh for. u,r' prrr'-

pose to linorv that Fr¿urc. at last o1[cl.rI tç'o ¡rr.,rpositiorrs, oue
beillq the a,trl<nou'ìetlg'ment of thc coutinuance of thc oìcl
treaties b¡' tìrc U'it.cl Sta,tcs, i' u'lrir,h c¿rse Fr.a'ce off.red
full i'clc'urity fo' lrer illcg^al s¡r.li.ti''s {)r o.r' corìrì1orce,
thc othr:r' Ploposilion lreing thut a llcu, tlcat.i'shrlrrkl be entcr.ed
into, doi'g rrwa.y l'ith the P.rlrciufl.l qrrirr''t.t, t. tlre Frt,uch
of l,heir' p.sscssious in anrelica ¿urd u'ith thr: .ther ¡rror.isions
of thc old tlcaties, Flarìccr to ltc placetl o¡r arr cqualit,l. rvith
the ru.st fa'o.cil 

'¿¡tio' lry tìrc fl'il;.tl slates, il rvìrich case
no inrlenulity frr slrolia,tiorr rvorrlcl be ru'.dc lry F.ance. This
propositi'n, as st¡rtecl ll¡- I\¡cbstct. i' his slrccch ol F.r,trcrh



clÌa¡ge of the_ r'atilìcatiols," whicrh change r.eceivccl thc ap-
proval of thc Pttsirlent, Ft:ìrnrtrr',v Sth, 1801, by his lrroc,laura_
tion auuonnciilg tìre |atifìcation, (( s¿ttinE lrnrl ext:eltting the
seco¡¿ article, l-hich is tleclared to ber exllungetl, and of no
force ol v¿rliclitr'." (Stttttrl.es ul Lrr,rg.e, aol.. Ltiií., p.1gJ.)

Mr.. l!f.r'r'a,t', n,r nlirristet' irr Ir.r'is, nt'otc ho.rc his fcat. that
the F'ench Go'c.l'rcut rvoultl still 1l'ess fo' a' articlc of for.
rual abando''rc't of ou. clairus fr. spoliatio', rvhich h, w.ote
he sho*ld evatle. 'rhe F.euch fca,r'ed that thc u'co'clitio'al
suppression of the scconcl rrlticlc ['onlcl ]ear.e' thc.Dr stiÌl ex-
posecl to the clairus ,f the Llnitcd states rvitho.t an.1, chance
to atlva.ce thei' courrter'-clai'rs. 'r'he.v dicl 

'ot object to a
mutual abant'lorrment of clairus, rvhich, in the laug^uage of rlrr.
tr{ur.r.ay, ,( l'oultl alrva.l's bc il srrt-off agr-r,irrst e¿rch other..',

Ät lrrst, o'tìle Slst of J.ly, 1801, tìre conr.ertio'*-¿rs.ati-
fied b;' NapoÌeo', thcn tr'i.st cons.l. with the atlclitiorr 

'radeby o*r sc'a,tc limiti'u it to eig^lrt J.c¿ìr's, alrrl *.ith the rct't,rch_
ruent of tlrrr sccnlrcl ar.ticle lry onl scltate-thc ryholcr l.ith thc
proviso arltlccl lr.r'thc First consul ¿(th¿it b,y this l'ctleuchruelrt
thc trvo st¿rtes r'clìoulrco the .cs¡rcctir-c 1l'etcusir.rns, rvhìch ale
the object of tho said ¿u.ticle."

rt w¿rs aqaiu 'etn''ctl to the ulritetl states, arrd Jcffe'sou,
'wìro mcarrwhilc ìla,rl succceclccl 1['l¿rlus as pr.csic]clrt, auairr
snlrrnittcrl it to the Sr.natc, l.hich, olr thc lgth of Docrentbcr,,
180 l, r'csol'txl " that tho St¡lraio consirler thc said convcntiolr
as lullv .atilietl, arrtl 

'ctr'.u it to thc p'esicìcnt f'r. 1r.,'.rl_r¿atiorr." rt was accordirrgry 1ir,'.rlgcr[ by thc lrr.csitrc't,
nccc'rbcr 21st, 1801, a'rr th.s lr.c¿l'rc trre srrpre'rc, rnlu of
tlr. lantl i' Fr'¿rrce arrrr i' th. I-Trritetr Statcs. IJoilr t:'n,tr.i.s
wc'e ri'cll ,rrt ,f ¿r r'ost tr'<¡rrrrlcso're zrrcl cìa'gcrorrs tlirlìcult¡,.
' Tho rrct rt'srrlt rvas that thc lllritecr statcs ass.rrretr trre
cì¿ints of its eitizerrs irguiust trl.arrcr, b.y thus usitrg thcrru irr
r-¡lTsct i' settlcrrire't ,f trre crai'rs of Fr.aucc agai'st rrcr., a'd,j¡ r'ctu.n, Fr.¿r'cc l'cleascrl lier,trca,ty obtigatior.,, p,,*t, ¡r:ur.,rría_Irrl l'r.rtr*., agailst thc IÌrit.d siatt,s. The lJlritccl' stat,:s
thus bcca', allsrlvctr f.or' that tr.o'blesor'c gu¿u,a.tee ,f trrc
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Flench, this title, which too plainly shol'ctl its ternporary
charactcr, tr.as subsetlttently charrged to th¿t of úr cotìvetrt,iott,"

rvhich natne it still Lre¿rrs ott ottl' statute liook'

,{r'tir:le 2 is as follrws:

tt TIle rninisters ¡rlenipotentiar.y of the tl'o parties, not
beirrg able to agrec lrt pt'escnt, res¡.rttcting tlre treaty of alliance
of 6th X'eblutr'1., 1778, the trcltty of arnit; atril cornrnerce of
the saure tlate ¿urd tlte couveutiotr of the 14th of Novetnlter,
1?78, uol npclu thc ilrtlernrlitics mutuall,v tltte or cìttinred, the
palties rvill negotiate fìrrtller on these sulrjtcts at a couvenient
tirne ; a.nd until tlte¡' ma,.\- ll¿r'o agt'tri'd upott these 1-roints, the
saicl tleaties artcl colvention shall h¿r'e uo o¡reratiou, ancl tlre
le.lations of the trvo contrtrics shall bc as follorvs :"

The next tu'o articrles proviclecl for tltc ttttttttal lestolatitur
of vessels aucl ¡rt'opert.y captirred, ltut not.t'et r-lonclemtrecl: the
lìfth ¿ncl last altir--le providctl that '¿ the tl'lrts cotrtlacted by
one of thc tlvo n¿rtions rvith iutlividu¿rls of the othct', ol l-ry tlte
illtlivitluals of tho onc rvith thc intlivitluals of tlre othet', sltall
be paid; ol thc ¡raynretrt rniry be pt'trsecuted in thc sattì(] lll&lt-
ner as if thclc h¿rd lrct'n no misutttlt'r'stlrnrlilg llrrtrvceu tlle
two States. But this ol¿ruse shall rrot extetrtl to intlernnitics
claimed on act:r-runt of cal-rttrlcs or cturfrscatious."

lhis con'r't-,ntion u'as sigtrcd a.t Morfortaitte, tho countt'y seat

of Jose¡rìr llotra,parte, tutl thc occasion l'as ruatìc a fcstival,
whirdr has lrectr crelcblatcil by the ergla'virrg of Pilauesi. The
Filst Consul, La,fayette ¿rtttl othcl uotablcs rvct'e guests tlrete,
ancl Na,pr,rleon ploposctl as a toast, (' I'lle rtt¿rttcs of tltc Flcrtch
antl the Äurelicaus rvho dietl on thc lìeltt of l-'attlc ior the
iuilepentìenoe of the rrel wot'ltl."

'I'llis conr,cntion, aftcr it tvts signecl by the ntittistcl's of thc
trvo eorrntries, w¿ls scnt to the Llnitctl Stittes, antì srtbtrrittctl
l-ry thc Prcsirlcut to thc Sctratc ; antl tlre Senate , ou the iìl of
X'eln'uary, 18()1, oouscrrtetl to ¿urrl arlr'isccl its r'¿tiIìe¿tiotì, pr'o-

vitlcd the second altielc Lre exputtgcd auil thtr ftlllorvinr¿' ilìscr-
terl: " It is agrr.etl thnt the pt'esr,'nt couvt'ntirllt slra,ll lle ilt
force fol the term of eight ycat's flour thc titue of the cx-



,F¡'ench Spoliation, C k¿ínts. 19

hand the obligation.was glea_t (to ,specif¡. no other tr'r'elch pr.e-. te¡sions) undel lvhich the Unitccl States tvere ltlaced, in 
-tìrc

11th alticl_e of thc treaty of alli¿nce of 6th of Fôbrualy, 1778,
b.y rvhicìr they rvele lrouud foler.er.to guarantce frotn tñat time
tireir ¡ossessir¡ns to tlle clclryn of Fi'Àncc in Amer.ica, as rvcll
as those whijh. it.night acquile b¡- the future treaty of peace
with Great Blitain : all these possessions haviug Leel,'it is
bclieved, cottquerecl at, or not long aftcr, the exclìa,nge of the
ratificatjons of _the convention of Septcmìtcr', 1800", by thc
arnls of Glcat Bl'itairt, ft'onr Flance.'!

Mr.. l\{aclison, then Secretar¡ of State, in an offìcial cornnu_
nication to out' nfinister', lh'. Pinc]<ney, wr.ote :

(rThe claims from which France \vel.c tcleascrl r-elc ar.hnit_
tecl by tr'r'arrce, ancl the lelease was fol a valtiable cousiclcla-
tion, in a colrespontlent lclease of the United Statcs fr.orl
celtai¡ì claims ou thetn."

Mr. Picìielin€î \yrotc. l{o.r'eurber' 1gth, 1824 :

,¿Then it secms clear that as our. gor.emment applictl the
mclchants' p-r'opc.tv t'b,y off thosc old treatics, tlù^sn'ls so
applierd shorrld bc leiuibulsed."

À'tl Chicf Justicc ùIa.shall, himse:lf at orìc tirnc one of the
pknipote'tia.ies, as n,e h¿ve see', a'cl *,ith the ver.;.bcst of
oppo.tuuities for jucìging of this rnattLr', said he r.as s¡Ltisficrl
fi'o'r his own Ìinou'lcrìge o.r s'o'e.rmert rvas u'drrr tìlc
stro'gcst obligatiou to cor'pensatc ilre snffel'cr.s by thc Freuclr
spoliations.'

rtll th'ough this centu'y rcsolntions a,cl .cports ,f conr-
nittc.s of 

'rany 
of the state Legisratures ha'e .ecorn'rcntlctl

to cons'l'ess thc ¡rayme't of thcse clairns. r[cmoriaìs i''.rn-
elable have bct'n plescnied to con--r.ss flom clrinrants ¿nd
their heirs. Thcse clai'rs havc beer ack'on4crrgetì to lrc iust' claims agairrst thc u¡itccl states rry ou. st¿rtt's'rerr all th.o'gh
the centu'y, i'cl.cìing webstcr, cray. s.rrr'.r autr ,,tiltir.s
illnst.ious in thc an'als of congr.ess a'd thc history of o*r'

''. cour.rtry. Thcse rne'rorials ancl pctitious fo' r'cch.ess har.e
becu l'efcr'etl to fo.t¡'-tvo co'r'rittees ,f cougress since 1g00.
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French islaucls, frorn thc glant of the exclusive plivilegcs
mrdc to thc Flcnch, alrr'l ft'orn all claims frtr rìamages aÌising
flonr nc,rr-fullìhuent of theso obligatitlns. Such n'as thc olrinion

of the statcsmc.ù cotrclucting thc ncgotiatious, anrl of nost of

the lendirrg statesinclt of that pcriocl aDil thcir sncccssor's to

the ¡r'csent timc. (See, for iustauce, the lcttel flom the Hol.
\Y. C. Plestou. of Jatrualy 29th, 184-1, Appcucìi-t No. 3 to the

s¡reech of the lfon. Johu trf. Clayton dclivcrer.l in the Seuatc,

April 23c1 arrrl 24th, 184{j ; ancl the lcttcl from thc IIon.
'I'inoth.y Piolicling, Secrctary of Statc nucÌcr' lVashitrgtou,

clatetl tr{ay 19th, 182'1, Aplrcntlix No. 2 to thc s¿rrne speech.)

The Enrpclor Nirpolcon at Saint flelena, clictatirlg the eveuts

of his lcrigu, said: ('The su¡lplcssiou of this article" (the

seconcl alticle of the couventiott of 1800) (( at orrce put atr

errcl to the privileges $'hich FIaDce hail possessed Lry the treaty

of 1?78, antl auuullecl the just clairns rvhich Arne|ica lright
hale rn¿rclc fcrr injuries clonc in time of peace." (Gout'g'rr'tr'tl's

Memoirs o.f ttrc History of France, vol. ii., p. 129')

The casc l'as clear'ìy stated llv [Ieur']' Clay, rvhile Secrctat'y

of Statc, in the lnossagc of the Presitletlt to the Senate on

Flerrclr Spoliatious (Senale Docutnent No. 109, 1896, p' 7):

(( The two contlacting ltalties thus agleec-l by the I'etl'etlcìl-
mcnt of the seconcl alticlc Ìrutually to Ìcuounce thc Ìeslrc.c-

fi1,s lrlctorrsions rvhitlh n'el'c thc olliect of that article' Thr:
ur'.:tJnsious of the gtlifcrtl States, to which allusiorr is thtts
rrr,r,l", afose otrt of the spoliatious, nuilel the colof of FÌcuch
¿ut¡,ti.ity. i' co'trtycnti'u to lary aurl existing tlcatics, Those
,,f Fr'¡uräé sl)r'.Iìg f.om the trenty of alliauce of thc lìt¡ of
Fcblualr', 17?8, [1." trcatv of amit¡' atrcl commcrcc, aucl thc
con,'ention of tirc l{th ol Noveruìrer, 1788' Whatever obli-
gations ot' intlernDities rrrim these souÌces eithcr 1iaÌty had_a

i';gtrt to rlerrraucl, \\'ere t'esìlectivcly -N'aived 
aùtl ahaudo[cil ;

,rri.l the colrsider'¿rtion tvhiolt irltlucecl ole party to l'eno¡ncc
his pretc[siotìs .lvas that of the rennilciation ìry the othcr'

l,ar.tv of Ìris lrt.ctensioDs. What rv¿rs the v¿llue of the ollliga-
iiru,i 

"n,1 
inilcrultities so leciplocally re'ouucod carl ouly l-re

nrattrrr of specrrlation. Thc aurorttrt of the iuclcmnities tluc to
citizeus of thc Ulritetl States \\.as vor')¡ laÌge ; arttl orr the otheÌ



entilcly incompetent for. such rvolk. Ancl so these clairns
hare dlnggccl along, and rye have all seen piteous acconnts in
thc newspapers of the death in some ahnshouse ol town poor.-
farm r,rf tho clcscerrclant of some nìcÌ.chant br.ought to r.uiu
ear.l-r- in the centruy ìry acts of Flcnch spoliation, somc poor
c¡eature vhose life for. fifty years was spent hoping for. that
justice floln oul Gover.nment he had a r.ight to expect, but
which nevet'carrre.

In 1846 ihe bill 
'econi'rended by the co'r'rittee for the

relief of these clairnants passed both ho'ses of co'g'ess, lr.t
was vetoed by P.esicleui Polk. In 1855 the biÌl r.ecornmendccl
by the co'rmittce agai' passed ltotli houscs, but was 

'etoedby P'csiclent Pierce. r' b.ief, pork arguecr tìrat it was too
late i. the season a'd he had but littlc ti're to cxa'rinc the
nratter' ; that the arnonnt in'olvecl *-as la,rge, while the
co''try ''as in dcbt, that the claims 

''er.e 
stale, that iü rvas

not pro¡rosed to pay thern il full, &c., &c.
Picrcc arg.ed thai the passag'e ,f s.ch ¿ù meas'rc woulcl

inculpatc those who for' fifty ycars hacl failccl to pass thc
rÌrcasllrc; that as thc tr.aties rve.e alrrogated by oric 1,a.t¡.,ncithe' pu'ty had clai'rs to relcase n'rlcr- the'r-as if oic
palty carr legally r.cscilcl a conttact, clt.if it coultl, that it
conld a''ul all clai'rs arisi'g prior. to snch rcscission-with
othe. oìijcctions rvhich rvc ca'llot stop to cxa.rir., lrut all of
'wllich nele.fr.ivolous and l'ide of tìre m¿r.k.

The followi'g is a list of the 
'eports 

of comr'ittees of con-
gress nlrorì these clairns (lron Reporl No. 70g, House o.f Rep-
rese.nlatiues, lSth Congress, lst sess,ionr) :

F¡'et¿clt. S1tol íuti on, C ict i¡tt s. 2r
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The first tl'o committees (in 1802 ¿ncl 1807) macle no rc-
port. The next (in 1818,1822 ancl 1824) r'cported adversel¡-.
But cvely leport made sitrce thcn, thilt¡--seven in numìrcr., has
lecommenclecl the allowance of thesc claims. The flrst fir'c
lepolts were not favor.able, because so littlc was then krrorur
about the matter, even to the comrnittec or. claimants them-
seh'es. In 1826 the Pl.esiclcnt, in cornpliancc rvith a lesolu-
tion of thc Seltate, sent in a message to the Senate with
copies of all thc instructions to onl miltistels ancl enr-oys
to France, and of all the collespondencc ancl ncgotiations
on the subject, making' a thicl< volnme of 840 pages. This
is the Senatc Docutnent No. 102, 1826, to which l havc
often referred. Thcn fol the fir'st tirire dicl the countr.y
antl tho clairnauts thenrselr.cs hnorv the full strength
a.url justice of thcsc clairns, arrcl since theu er.ely comrnittee
of Congrcss to tvhich this ruatter. has been refer.r.ecl has I'c-

¡rolted favolably upon these claims anc[ r'ecomrucrrdcil ilreasures
fol tìrcir acljndication and allowance ; tha.t is to sav, siuce
182ti, rvhen this Senate Docn¡ncut No. 102 rvas puÌrlishecl,
conunittecs of Conglcss har.e lcrpor.tecl itr favol clf these claim-
ants thilty-se'r'en tirncs and still thcir just clai¡ns r,ernain
unpaicl. lt l'oukl bc difficult to lìrrd atry pat'allel installcc in
histoly of such glalinu antl pervclsc injustice.

Sevelal causcs conrliinerì havc plevcltetl thc ¿cknowlcclE-
ment aurl pa.vmcnt Lry Corrgrcss of tllcse cl¿rilns. ¡ls e_r-

lrla,ined alrovc, it l.¿rs rrr¡t uutil 1826 that they rvcrc leally
unûclstood. The South, thcn in Jlo\\'cr, was icalous of thc
North, ancl of thesc claims; a,nrl Conurcss tyas a,ll'als a,p¡ralled
l-'y thcit' lna,qnitnile. Wc must lentcmìrt¡L that ìrcfore 186 I
vcly diffeltrnt itleas obtaincd ovcr. I'hat olltain rì()\t', &s to r¡ul
wealth alltl r'esourccs and abilit.l- to pay national claims, im-
rììcnse in ¿luount.

IJefolc the cstablishrncnf of thc Cour.t of Cl¿l,inls thcle was
no aclequate trillunal to r.efcil such clainrs to, for atljudicatitin
as to theil mct'its antl r.alidit¡'. Ä corunlittee of Congless,
sitting cluling the lecess, as \\'as soruetiutes plo¡.roseil, rvas
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( 5 ) T'his bill \yas ordcrcd to be cngroescd ancl rccrl e third tirìre, l'cbruary 10, 13{5; by ycrs 26, ìraye 15, 'bnt lot rcachcd,
¡ tr; lhis bill was rotcd bJ'tlìc Scn¿tc oìì thc oth of.Iunc, 1S1û; J.cas 97, n¡ryÉ 93.

vctocrl hy I'rc¡idcnt Il,lk as x Set)¿tc Lill ; ¡¡nd ott tbc \ cto tlrc S(.uate !otctl lcas :;, ur¡ $ ti-¡tot t\ro-tlritds.
( s ) ThiB bill rv:rs rotcrì by tbe ScÌrrtc: ]'ers 30, na]-s 16.

- (_l'¡) 1'bis bill_\'¿s rotcd bl'thc ÌIou6c. ]' as ll1,-D¿yE 7?; ¿nd \'âs \-otcd b)'tlìc Scnâtc lìcbrurrl'6, 1Sár, ¡'eas, !S nr¡'e 17, ald was vctocd by I'resi-
dcnt l'ic¡cc ae a llousc Lill; anil the l{ousc Yotc ou the ïcto Nas teùs l1:l, n¡vs S1-rìot a two-thi¡d¡-¡o tl¡c ìrill rvls lost.

( t0 ) 'IlìiB bill (lIr. Orittcndcu's. No..1i) wae yotcd by thc Scn¡tc on thc 10tìì J¿Du¿rt, 1Sõ9; ]'cas 20, n¿)'B 20.
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( I ) X'avorablc statcmcDt of f¿ct8, vithout cotDiug to any conclusiou.
( r ) X'rvorabÌe, including âDd a(iopting ìIr. Giles,s report of:\pril f2, 1909
( 3 ) Tbis bill y¡s yotcd b,. tbe Scnatc, Fcb¡uarl. l], 1$3ar; ).cas 2ó, url.B 90.
( I ) Individual, by conôcnt of tlìe Ilousc.
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erllositio's extant, ¿ìlÌd is desr.r'r'iug of carcful stucly. rt is
out of plint, btrt ought rrol. to be l.elninted.

At tlre J¿rnu¿tr'.r, session, 1g46, (p. g2, Scheilu.l¿s,) we find
that

^. 
,, Eliq Excellenc¡ the.Govel.nor. ltaving communicatecl to this

General asse.rbly. r'esolutio's of trrc l{'israt.r'e 
"r u"rro.lr*

st'tts stlorr¡.1'ly. rrL'girrg r,lr rhc lrnitr'd stif ,,s G,,v",.r,urnnt 
'r,au-

're't ,f thc cl¿lir's ,f Ame.ica' citizerrs t,,r *¡,,,ri,iiìi,* ä;-
mittcd on tìreir co.nìrrìe.c(ì, rrntL'r ¿ruthor.ity 'of trr. ¡'r.ã"äi
Governnrerrt, :rntclior. {o llrc ¡crrr, 1U00, l,ltc i¡tl.rr.litv forl
rvhi.h rvas assuru'd Iry rJre. uritecr stittt,s, n,,¿ p.iiii." ;;iËrr..l
the'efrur', I'ry the conçertio' of trlat .veir., r.atirie,r iu 1g0il
ancl this Gc'e'al Assembly cone'r.r,iug" irr tire "l;i"ì;,ir;;;;:sccl lry tlrc Ilassrtt'l¡usetts lcgi.slirturc,',ir¡,r r.,affii,r,,i,,J ii;ä ,,;_po.t r'rrd .esrlrrriorrs arlo¡rtt;,r at trri,Jirurrir.y scssio'. 1g-r4^
and.a('ccl)tlrrg ilre lt,¡r,r'l rrrr,L, lr.y thrr t,,,lllllriilte at the i,rcsendsession : clo thr¡r'efor.e

ß ß.esolue, That the. said claims ale honestl.l. clue, ancl that
a, longer-contiuuecl rtdusal o1 pa.r-nrerrt, ir,fter. ;rìaù;'f;;:;;l;i;
re1-rorts ha'r'e bcre' .rade. rry ,rouriritt,,.* i, both lro,rics 

"r 
C;;:gress, rvould be a deni¡rl oi justice l-ry that angrrst trurly. hiq.l.ìlv

clerogatr-rr.y to its cha.acter:, arrcl flägrarìtly ì"i"r,ir,ì'r' ilì,,ïnatitiual clc'tlit :

" Resolt¡e¿l. That ltis lìsccllenr.r. ilrc Gor.crn,,l. lrt,rrrt¡rreslorlto t.irrrs,rit cr-rpies ol' tLcsc r.cs,,rrrti,,lr* t,, tluì jr,le"iir;;,ï';i'i;;
u'itctl states, to trre Go'e'',r of eacìr State ¿r'tr t. eacrr of
'u. selra'tors a'cl Rr'¡rres.'ta,ti'.s i'c.rrgr.ss, a,rrcr that s.iclSr.uator.s ¿'tl Rer''eie,.t¿rtir.es tr" ,:",1u.,,ì,r,t iu use ;ll h;;ì:o'alrle rììearìs rr,tf thei. most e¿r.'estl cffo.ts t' rr'ocru,cr thepassag{) of an act u'lrich shall g.ire full ìntlenrrritt' n,r,ì';ìrr;i;justice to these long-tlela"ved u,it,r,,i"i,-l,iju..¿ cl¿ri¡¡¿r¡ts.,,

r have rot l.rce' able tr-r lìrrd the rcP,rt ,r trrr: rro'r'rittee
here l'efe.r'ecl tc¡. rt rvas n't ¡rurrrishcd ilr thc sched'res of'the G.rcr¿rl assernrrly, a't'ì c¿rrefur sear.crr iu ilre .r.¡¡.lts ,f ilrc
st¿rte Ho.se has bec' 

'r¿rcre 
frr. tli. o.ig.ir¿r, lrrrt it can'ot rrefou'cì' r h'pe thu,t.'yo'c havirrq'n ,,ì4r." of it n.irr rn¿rlie itlinorv' no*', rvìrile alr a*r so urucrl inte.c,stcd i' flris surrject.

^ 
Irr ilIr¡i 1E4d, ( S,:ht:tlrl.es, ?,.,ß,) rye lìrrcl that the Genctal.\ssclìllllv agtin tooli action otr this nrattcr., as follorys :

24 .F¡' ct¿cÍt. Sltoliat íon, C I a íln s

The Gerre.al :lssernbly of Rhode rslantl ha.s bcc' etl.ally
pe.sisteut in asìii'g fo' r'c<,og'itio' of the j.sticc ,f thesc
clai'ls ¿r.tl that 1-u'ovision be rnacle fo. thcir pay're't. frporr
cxaurin¿tiou of the sollcrdules r fincr that action thereon las
l¡ecu ta,l¡cn as follol.s :

At the Jaunar.y scssion, 1882, ¡1. 49, it n,as

(c Resolued, that o.r se'ato.s i' corgress hc irrst^rctccl to
usc tìreir exe.tions to secu.e for.our citïzens all the 

"orirp"r.-satiou fol Fleuch spoliations, rvhich, ìrr. treat.), l.ith Fr.dncre
o. otlie'n'is., nra¡' Le o<,rstit*tiorrally'pr'är-iclcci äucl ,"rr,,.Àã.,1

¿lt tht¡ Jatnar.t' sessirln, 1811, (Acts ctn,cl Resol,t¡es, p.5,/r)
on the le¡tort ol the eourrtrittcc,

.,," Resolued, that lrrior to trre co'r,cutiorr rretrreen ilre urritcdj'ìtatcs r'tl r"r'auc. in 1800, thc'e rvcre rarg-c a'cr J,,*i ,roi,",
duc f',n Fra'ce to citizeris of trre lI'itci staic,s,'fãr: ;irlt;-ti'rs on th.i. co'''e.cc, rvhicrr crai'rs rye'e asser.tetl as i,st
]u'$" Goverr''cut of the u'iteil states, arrr u.t,r,e tro; ,'.'j"ij¿;J
by tr'r'ancc ;

^" 
Restlued, That by the r¿tificatiotr of said colrr-elrti.'the

Lirvenrnrcnt of th. Irnitcrl statcs lele¿rsccl Fr.¿rrrcc fi.om thr:
¡rayuent of s¿rit'l cllirns, in cousitlclation of * 

"ol'."rroirìirrli
'ele¿rse 

frru the clair's of F'a'ce agairrst tlr. u,rit",ï st-"ïir.]
arrrl f.olrr tlr. olrligatiurrs of trrc trleatics u.r,ier, iia,i r;i;;
ç'xrstetl bctrvcr.n thc trvo 

'ations 
: a'rl that, i' trre oPi'ion ãf

this.r\sscnrlr-ly,_r_Ìrg s¿.icl 
'r.tu¿rl 

relc¿rs. has bee, 
"t irà"t-ìä_varrtage to the Ultitcd Statcs ¿s a lration :

'( Resoluetl¡ l'hat this rvas s*ch ar. appro|r.iatio' of pri'rte.
p.,,gp.t'!y to prrblic rso as, irr the opirit,r^of iìris Âsse'rl]tu. .,rr_titlcs tìre sairl citizcrs to j.st co'ipcusatio, Tr.urri ir*'-g,ir".r,_
nrcnt oï thc Ulitcd St¿rtcs".

'( Rextluecl, Th.t a rop¡'of thesc r.esrrutio's ¡rurl tì1. acc''r-
1rr'.ving .ep'r't lrc tr¿llsririttetl rry thtr sec.ctar.y t, .a.h or o,ìì.
5r'uirto.r's. irrrrl Rr'¡r't'surt¿t.i'cs ilr co'!.1 r.{'ss, rrrr,l tlrrrl, tlrcy lrc
t'cr¡rrcstt'rl t, rrst'tlrei'r,.rcl'tit-urs fc,r' ¡,r:ocrrr.iirg u jrrst i,iJ,ìír'i
fic¿l ion to saitl citizctrs."

Thcsc .es,lutions rvcrc aclo¡ltecl ,po. r'ecouu'c'cl¿rtiorr of
the cornmitttre to 

'.hi.h ilie s'ìrjeci'as r.efc.r'ccl. 'lhcir .c-
p'r't rvas full arrtl lucid, autr is o'e of thc most cr.ar'. br.ief
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vicled f,r'th() l){ìyrrorìt of sixty nlillirns oT francs, par.t'f the
rrigìrty rnillirns, iu ll.nitcrl st¡tcs stock. Tlrc scconrì corìven-
tiru ¡rrrl'irl.rì f.r' tlr. 1'ry'rcnt ol the r( rlcbts " e'rbm.ccl in
l,hc lìith ¡r'ticlc .f llrr trrrr'errtir.rl of 18{)(), which u,c ìrar..
alr.arlr- c,rrsirL'r'erl, tlrts. (( ckrlits " rioins' sper:ilically cxlrlaincil
not to inclrrrlc ¡rlizcs u'lr.sc r,ontl,'nrnrtiorì \\¡as confìrurctl, llnt
to iuclrrrlc,,rrìr- srrlr¡rlir,s lrrrrIenrl 

'lr.r.lrrcs. 
To pa.r, these (, rlelrts rt

tho l.lrrainirs tu'r'ulJ' 'rilli,'s ,{ thc cight,r- 
'rilli.rrs of francs

was rglccrl 1o lrc lnir'l lrr-tlr. fIuitud Statcs to thcse cr.cclitor.s
lìì)oÌl sa.t isl:rctorr' 1rl,of tll.r'e.f. These s¡roliltion t:l¿r,ims

l)r'oll('r', rtisirrg' l'r'ollr illogal cr¡rtrrres lrrtl saìe rif aùrer.ical-r
vessels, ti-elc tltcrcltorc' not incìrrtlcrl.

The lrsl, r'r's.1rrti,. ,f .rrr Ge.c'ral Assernìrry.n this subject
was irr .I¿rrnrrr')-r 187J, ( Sche,lrtles, p. 22i,) ¿rs folìorys :

rt Rrsrluti,r' i'slr.ctinu. ther Rlrorlr. rslaucl rlcle¡r^ation in con-
g'css t, usr: tlrt'il ht-'st tr-r.l'tiolls t, rrlrvitic f,r tlrr, rr¿rr.-
urc'rrt ,f .l.i'r¿uits for Fl.lrch spclliàti,rns ¡rr.iol t,r'tlìe
)'eil' Ilì0().

.( Irotcrl fttttl, RÌsolt:(d, (tlre ,Sena.tc crt'cri.rì'g he.ein), That
tlre -{c'..t,r's of tllis st¡.t. in cuigr.css lre, rrrrd tlr. ,nrr,,, 

".,,.hr,r'clr.v ilrslmcl.rl, aurl t:lirrt tlrc Iìe¡rrescntatives of this slatei' Coll,r-r.ss lrt', rrrrrl t,ll. st'r. tr.,i, hereltv r.er1..stotf, d i;;
thci' lr.sl' cxcrtirilrs t,ì l)r'()r.rìl'(. tlr' lrassagi ,,[ ä' Âtt'.f con-
g^r'e,s_g'rantilrq irlrlt nuliil. to r.itizcns ,,1- tìrr, Iì'nitccl Sta.tesfol Fl'r'nr,h. s¡roliatirrns on Americalr c(lrììtìtct,(,(, ¡rlinr. trt thc
¡'ear' 1lttt0."

In 17911 tlrt'se r,Lriurs rrorc ssfi¡r1¡ted at twent.1. millions of
rloll¿u's in ¿r.lr.lorurt. scri¡tol Sumncr in his valn¿rbl. r.e¡¡o¡¡ ,r,
tlris srrlrjcr:t (r\enulr: lleport No. 7(), ./1.7s! Cortgrr:.r.s, .se,,,r,,d .scs_
.siol,,'¡ rìr,rìrrctcd t,he ¡rr.yrncrrts ruarlc b¡. Flaucc aftt,r tlrat rlate,
'.ù728,t)0tl ; lìu' rìeìrts ¡rlirl ìrl Fl'irnc. ulirk:r tlre l¿rst-rneltjt¡nt¡d

. colvcutioll of llit):ì, ¡¡:l,T5ll,lltl0: n¡rl p¡¡,¡¡1r,llts 
'rarle 

ulrde.
thcr t.r'atr- of 1lìl.() lìr. r't,ssrrls urlrtur.ed a,ntl soltl in s¡r¿nìsìr
1t'r'ls, .g:1,8{8.()()0. lc¿r'ius ¡r. lxrlrrr.,,,f 912,{ìT6,iÌgr). Iìy *
t'lilÏclcnt ttrrrthorl lrc l¡1.¡i1'1,,1 at ¡ear.ly the sa¡re¡.,,rult,
.$J12,572,000. 'l'lris u'o.ìrl iìss.rìre tìrat aI tìlc losscs ca.
be lìrgali.y 1r',r'ccl, *'hich, u'fortrr.¿rtclr', is Lr.r. ll() rììcaus

26 -Ft'en.t /¿,9pol i u t í,on (llu í ¡n s.

tt 'Whelr,¡s, iìnÌorìg' tlte nrrrncluus class oï Arnerican citizen"
rvho lr¿tl just cìairrrs ulron tlre Govclnlrrcnlr 1¡f fr¡'¡¡1ç1r fol s¡.roli-
ittiolls rr¡lrn thcir' oorììrììcr('(ì lrlior lo tìlo iJ()tlr oT Se¡rieuilrcr',
1800, for rvhich th¿rt sovr,r'nnrcnt achrrittt'cl its linliility fol
ludetluatc iurlemnìtics, ¿ùrc rììalìy r,itizclrs ol this St¿tt, : tlrirt,
by tlrc tleaty of th¿r,t t'h.te, ilre Unitctl Stltes, ilr cr.rlrsirlct'ir.tir-rl
of the lelease of thc , llur.t-lensomc ¡ìntl r)lrclous u'u¿ì,r'arrties '
stilnrlatetl ilr the tlr,¿lties ol' , ¿llli¡tncc' iurrì of' .'ulrity rrnd
corìurorce' of 177tì, {rrll.v eront,r¿ltlrl lntl r.r.'lc¿'r,sctl the Gor,-
cLnucut of Flant:e flom such intL'rnuitics, lrrtl tlrat, lry srrlrsrr-
qy91f rronrerrtions ltcttvertn tht' tu.o (ilrver.ruut'l'rts of -{1rlil 30,
1803, fol tht,r csstr¡r,r autl ucqrrisitiorr of IJ()llisiiùltit) thr: Unitccl
Statt.s llecame lcgally antl et¡ritalrly olrligatr,tl to their. citizt'rrs
for thr. al'oresticl indelnuiti.s, ¡'t't thur. lirr-c llot lrc.r sttisfìecl
in confolruity to tht, conr.cntions as ¿rfot'r'saitl: :rurI l.lrclcas,
a bill a¡r¡l'opliating fir'e luilliotrs of tLrlhr.s 1ìrr. the pro ru,ltt
liquirlatirtn of saitl intlenluitics is nol.perrrliny- lrcfolc U.ìtnuress,
thelr¡fole

- 
(( PLesolt)e{, Thai in the olrinion of this Gent:ral Asscrnbl.l'

the aforesairl cl¿r,itusr tvith iltclest, are. justll due atrtl tlcrn¿ur,i-
able of the Gor-eluurent of thc l-l'nitetl States ;

" Resolued, furlltn, Th¿lt our Scnutols irr (lorrgless l¡¡,, aurl
¿tlc. hrtlcÌry instmctr:tl, aucl our Rclrlcscrrtativr's lirl le,1trt,stt,cl,
to use tlrcil lrcst cxcrtions tu ¡tlor:rtle f r.orrr l,lre gor-t,r.nrrrent ,r.
lrrll ancl ar.lequate itrclenrrrities tlr.r't,ftn, rrs tlrorrgh s¿ir[ .l¿ints
still cxistotl agairrsl, i:hc f-i.r-er.nnrent; oT Flurrcr', lìncl to air[, b¡,
irll prc¡rel rìlcrns, the passag-e ol any lrill for.the spct,tl.v lirlrri-
dlttiolr tlurlt:olt.

k Il,esol,uedr 'l'lr¿r,t his Ilxct'ìlcrrr,t- lllo Gor.t'r.uor' 1:r'n,nsruit
co¡ries of thesc rt'solrrtiolrs to crch of oul Sctrator.s arrd Re¡r-
leselrtativcs, u,rrd lequest thc.ur to la¡'tllc sarle lrclole tllcit'
t'espeeti ltr flrtustrs."

'l'hrlre is il vcry pler,u,letrt l.reìicf that t,lrt:se slroliution rrlairns
rvelo pairl, ol scttlccl f<ll l-i1h li'r'¿rnec at l,hc lirrrrr oll tlrc Louis-
iana ptrlchtrse. Ilut this is l rnìstulic. Lcst it ml.1' lrc tlrorlght
that thc l'csolutio¡r of our Gencral Asscnrlrlr', rvllirrh I have
just leatl, l)r'o\'(¡s this lrr-'lit't" to bc eor.r'cr,t, I u'ill cx¡rltirr
hlicfly that on the 30th of Â¡rlil, llltli], tllclc rvirs cotrclurk'cl
at Pa,r'is Lr trenty ancl tu'o couvcutious llcttvccn Fr.ance aucl
the tlnitccl -States. 'l'Ìrer ttr:at.v cctlccl lronisi¿rn¿r to lhc Ihlitcrl
St¿rtcs for e,ighty nrilliorrs of flaucs. thc lìr'st corrverrtion Pro-
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rate of interest may bc allowed,-pet'lìflps, if thc ¿mouut
fi'ally 1l.or-ed turus out to ll. s'rall, C.'g.trss, i. ¿ lrut,st of
geltero$ity, mn,y dilect it to ltc pairl .with interest.

Acti'g untlc. the a'thority r:t¡nfer.t'ed by the -A.ct r_rf Oo'gress,
the sec'ctary 'f state se't the H.'. Jar'cs Br.oadrre.cr to paris
last surnmr:r' to plocure colrics r¡f th. decr.ccs of conclernnation
of the calrtnrrrcl vesscls fr.oru thc Ilrcnch conrts, etc., l.r.t it
is repo.ted he fo''d they hacl all been clesbro¡'cd rhrri'g the

'arious 
.evolutio's thc Fletrch ca,pita,l has u'dcr.g'nc. 'rhis

rvi'te. he is to visit the wi'clward rslaurls for. the sáùìììe l)'r-
pose, ancl it is hopcd he 

'ra.¡r 
be 

'rorc 
suc.essf.l i' his se¿rch

there. r have irr 
'ry 

poss.ssi.. r;ne of thc crec..es c¡r' co.clcur-
nation lty the court in Guadeloupc of oncr of oul Rhode Isl¿util
r.essels, the schoo'er ,, Betscy,,' thc best possiblc 1u,oof of the
validity of the clair'. I ar' rifte' a,sli.r'l *.hat ¡rrorf is rìeces-
sat';' to uralie out a case to lie sulllrittc.cl to thr,r cour.t ,f claiurs.
rn the c.storn House iu P.o'itlerce ¿'c[ Nurv¡rort n,c fr'cl,
bou'd in books, the .cgisters of the r-essels. Trre .ra'if.sts
should also lle on file tlre'e, b*t 'ot havi'g bcc¡' rrourd solne
of thern al'e lclst. [.IPon the l.c.tuln houre of the capriairr after
the captnre of his'essel, i' o.cle. to accourt for.her.cìisalrpear-
ance, his protest, .rrdel oath, l'as lìlttcl, stating th. facts con_
nectecl rvith the ctptule, rvh.n uratlc, 'n'here aucr b¡' u'hat coult
the vessel 'n'as crindcllruecl, e.tc. 'Ihetr ln rlntr,..t. rvus tuacle ol
the ltack of the I'egister', ((Ca|turetl 

lt.r. the F'euch," with the
clate, ancl pe'ha¡-rs ¿1, st¿te'rcnt sho*'i'g rvh¿t Fl'entrr lrort the
vessel l'as talien irrto, antl srnretinìcs iì nìcurorandruu is acìclt_rd,
ttcaptain's P''test o' fiIc." This ¡,'otost is aì''ays r'¿rluable
eviclence, beca,usc m¿rle ¿t thc tirne and l'itllout r.cfcrencc to
its eve' Lrci'g 

'sttd 
¿rs c'icleuce i' th. r,eco\-et), of the loss.

. It was rnadt-', as such protesl,s, so callecl, are ltratle now, to ac-
count fol the tlisrrppealanct¡ of thc yessel ¿urrl to tlisch¿r,r.r.e the
suletics flom fulthel olrligatiorr ,lr tlleir. bolrtì. sh,uld our
govcrnrnent bc a,ble to l.crrove| the decrces of coutleurnation of-the 

tr'r'ench tril*r'aìs jn tlle 1ro.ts .f the \\rirtrryar.tl Isralcls,
theirì croirciclcnce rvith the er.ideucc fo.ucl rrel.e .r,ourrl be con-
chlsi'r'e.
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the case. Man.y of the oliginal pa¡rels are lost, mislaid
ol destroyod l.ry fir'c or othcl'u'ise. Somc rvere filed ilr
Washington, scnt to Paris by oul go\:olrìtìteut, ancl have clis-
appearccl. Äll thc witncsses alc clencl, most of thcm lear,ing
no legal evitlcnce th¿rt can ìte usecl to plovc these losses. ft
is doubtful if one quartel of these losses can lte ploved at the
present tla¡'.

The act to plovide for the ¿rsccrrtainrnent of these claims
pa,ssed Congless, January 20tlì, 1885. It authorizes clairuants
for indemtity for acts of spoliation ìt¡' the tr'rencìr plior to the
convention of Septembcr' 30th, 1800, to alrply by petition to
the llnited States Crtrrrt of Cìaims. Thcleupon the Corrrt
shall examine ¿trd detelrnine the valiclity of thc clairns, their
present orvnelship, ancl what assignrnent tliereof, if an¡', lras
been made. The Ättorney-Genelal of the United Statcs is
directecl to lesist all clairns plesentecl by all proper legal cle-
fences. Tìre Secletaly of State is dilected to procur.e all such
eviclencc as cAn ì.rrr ploculctl flom abroacl ¿rs to these acts of
spoliation, tll of which, rvitlr lll p¿ìpcls lelatiug thelcto on file
in the Depaltrutut of St¿rtc in Wushington, ma,y lte nsecl by
tne clairnants or lx' thc IJnitccl States. Ou the fìrst Mouclay
of Decemliel irr each year the Coult is clirecüccl to report to
Congress the f¿Lcts ancl conclusiotrs leaohecl in eaeh case de-
cided. -4.11 claims urust lre presented rvithin trvo yeals frotn
January 90tb, 1885. The tlecisions of the Coult ar,e not final,
ho'wever', as Congr'('ss cxpressl,y rcserves the r.iglit undel the
act to pay ol not to pay the clairrrs, even afttr they ar.e ¡rlovecl.
,But no tloubt is fclt tllat Col.r.¡ress n'ill olclel the payrnent of
claiurs founcl to bc r,aìi11 by the Coult, cspecially if the amount
¡rlove to bc sru¿rll. The cluestiou is often asl<ccl whcther Colr-
gress will llay irrtelest alstt on thc clairns alloryecl. Therc can
be no iloulrt intelest shoultl he pnicl, as thc conntr¡'has r.capecl

the benefit fol t,ight.y-lìve years of tht, settl¡rnclt thon macle
for these clairns ; ltut the ilrtelc.st would ¿lmonnt to five times
the ¡tlirrcipal, antl shoulcl thcr clairns allowetl ¡tlcive la,r'ge irr
amount the sum tot¿rl woulcl prove a¡rpalling. Pc.r'haps a low
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alia.h Allen,I:t:r-i Jloslvorth, Sanrrrt,l Ähor.rl, Jr'., Lotvly Aìrorrr,
Jolrlr A. Àlroi'tr, Oylus Ì3trtlr,.r'. C.1.r'us Nortìrup, Jolrathan Ar.-

'olil, Eleaze' Ellis, J,sc¡rh l\fc0lintrcli, Andrery Boycl, Rufus
\Yillia'rs, Wil s,u Ja col rs,'f ho n *rs S¡_rr.ague, r\Iioh¿tel Ârrtlr uny,
Philip PccÌilram, Jr., Ht:nrr-R. Coolrct', Ebe:nezr,,L 'I.yler., Bcl,
¿ìrìcl otlì(lt's. f shoukl lte ver.y glad to fintl out rrho a,r.e the
heirs of many of tllesc ol¿rinr¿rnts, ìrut r hrrçe not yr.t been ar.lle
to. 'I'hcl'e ¿ìr'c ¡rlso tl¿int¿ruts ilr Rhorlr Islancl fol insur.irnce
losscs 1*r,itl by insrr.arcc ..r'¡i.'it,,s. 'lhese.lailus curr lrt, ¡rr.e-
fe'r'et'[ lry petiti,rr sig'crl l-r.y thc Lrolrìpirìy if still ì' c.ristc'ce,
ol b.l' jts assiErree. The petition for thc clairn of ¿rrr iucli'iclna,l
must bc: signed ant'l ¡n'cfcrr.ecl h.y his ¿¡'[ui¡istr'¿lt9r.

I h¿rvc t'o ¡rr:titio's sigrrcd by the o.igirur,l ad'ri'istrat.r', rrut
generally spc¿liing, an lrrllrrinislr'¿rtor' ¿/e l¡ot¿is t¿,n must fir'st
be a¡rp.iutccl. as so,' irs r,rìrì is 

'¡rpoi'tetl, 
l'rt 

'ot u'til
then, amrcrl rrith his ll{)\t'el' of attolrrey aucl ct,l.tifìed r11¡¡¡.y

of his letter of ad.riuist.atirr I ha'e the req*isite arrtrrority
to appl.1- to thc De¡raltnrent crf Staie in \\rrr,shiug^ton, ancl
upolì pa\¡tìtclt 0f the rrsrrrl frr,s for. co¡r.r-iDg, I anr furlrishcd
rvith t,rlries'T tt'ìurtrrvt'r' tlle.e'ray lre,n'ecr¡Lr[ Ûrele
ct.rnccLnilrl the capturc irr rlrrestiorr. Tlris oftcn sulrlrlcnrents
otlurt' pluol alrcarl.r'fourrtl hcre. I lucct ryith solne cascs in
l-hich all tlr. 1rr,,l's rli .l¡rtult' u'erc .ctailrccl lrt,,r'e hy the cl¿rinr-
ant, trnd ilr t¡tlrc'r inst¿n¡er:s they u,crc ¿rll sclrt to \v¿slrirrgtou
¿ltrrrt the tinrc ,f thc ctr,¡rtut'c, iu I'csp,rrsc to the .erlrrest of the
Seclctar'.y of Statc. lrr solnc irrst¿r,rrccs all the p¿ìl)ers \yeì.c

lrlttcctl in the lrallr[s of sonìr tru'utbcl of' Congr'rss {)ì'of sonre
hrvycr', nol rlr:at1, arttl rro tltrc oI llrcru clrn norr- lrc forrntl.
'I'hc list oI cl¿rirrraul,s rurcl vcsstrls lrublislrr:d ìry tlrc G,r,e r.u_

rrrcrt last u'irrtcr' (]etut!t:, lì.¡:. f)o,:. No. !0,í) is valrr¿t,l.lle rìncl

, of ult:at assistirrrrrc, lrut is lty no rìtc¿ìus exhaustivc, ltecarrso it
irrchrtlcs oul.y r,llirus fìlerl irr Wrrslrirrgf,on.

Âs to thc lribliogr.rrlrh.t. of thcr srrlr,icct, a list r,rf boolis,
at'tir:les, r'e¡iorts, s¡rcetrhcs, &c., prrlrlisllctl il No. T1 of the

''ßnllctilr oT the Ptrblic Lilr¡utl of lJoston (vol. tì, No.5)
is oI glcat laluc. Arrtl the lìossagc from thc Plesictcut
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fl¡ron cxanining tlre leqistcrs thrr sr¡rtìl tonnûqc of thc r-cs-
sels is rturalk¿blo. Our a,trrrcstors call'ictl ou tt'¿lrle ¿rrd bnsi-
ness g'erì(ìÌ¿tlly in n, small rva,y eorn¡rart'tl rvith the prese'nt wty.
Thesc captultrd I'esscls larirrl flolu 18 to 165 tons, tìrc lattel
bciug the l:u'qrrst l lìnrl on rn.1. ìist. T:ast sulnnret' ¿ll the t'r-i-
dellcc in onr Ctrstoln Ilorrscs r.eltrting^ trt tìris sulijcct $'as or.-
dct'ecl s.nt t, wûshi'str¡n I',r' us. hr- citle' sitle ¿ls.r'irÌcnce
in the tli¿rl of tlrcsc lrctitions, accordirrg to thc i;t lnrs of the
act of Congrcss. Rt,forc thry rvcnt I lnlrrìc merr. or.nlril¿l of
thcrn. Anron! tlrrr vcsseìs t:u¡rtulcrl I lìrlrl thc Nelrtuuc, Ifrpl,y
Rr:tunr, Brrtscr-, Slll¡', \Villìlnr, Firr-oritc, Ruth, tr'urny, Raneer.,
Fla,nklirr, Rccoa, Pcl'ton Rnnrlol¡rh, Gr.ccnrvich, L'fltion, Lil,l.,
Willia,nr, Betsey, Nlncv, Prill.y, Relinncc, Gootì hrtcut, Patt.y,
Solrhia, Gcn. Gleenc', Cornrlelcr', Iìlizn, Inrhtstr,.y, l\'[trt.v, Age-
Itolia, Bla.r-rrì.yu'itre, Alice, Nrrnc¡., L)r'arrue, Suhe.1', Suke.y, Nancy,
Elcrtry, R,arrgcr'. Culolirre, Pear,c, Lyrlia, tlnion, Colrrntlria, Jo-
anna, Flicndshi1r, Iìrìrvultl, nlinclr-a,, Bctsr_..r', Fr.ield slri¡r, Fliend-
ship, Diaua, Iì,or.elr Clcrneltinlr, autl olhcr,s, Aurong thr_'nanres
of ownet's of these ressels I lìnr'l tÌlc nrìrììes oÏl Sillcon l{ar.tin,
Peleg Clar'ì<r:, CaL'h (lalrìner., Wilìiam \rtrr.rrotr, Ììerrjanrin Fry,
Nicholas Pcck, Thonrr s Ch u rch, Josc¡ih Wa r.drvcll, Slrr:aljaslr uLr

Bounre, Sanrueì Walrlu-ell, Elicnezer Coìe, IVa.ltcr Channing,
Alchibakl Crar'.,¡', lieorgc Gilrlis, Frcrlcritr Clar.¡', Johrr Cooli,
Elrent'zcr W'oorlrv¡tI'tl, Jt'., Anson N.¡'g, Solo¡rrt¡ l.[ye, Nrthalliel
Gìaddin3^, Dauiel (ìllcìclirr-u, Ch¿rrlcs Collins, .h'., Isaac l\[an-
chcster. llclrr'ald Clrulcli, FLlrr']'nfuur.otj, Tlrolurrs Butìer., St¡'les
Phelps, A¡rron I.lshcr, f,cr-r'lr, l\'Insrvcll, Rolrert N. Auchluut¡',
John W. Rrrssr:ll, Nrithunic¡l Hos'ltrrrì, Àllcu llfnrlroe, Willitrur
Cham¡rlin, .Tanrcs l\'Iarr.cll, (lollstant'1.'lrl¡er., Simorr f)¡¡'is.
Williaur G a lr lncr', \Y illi¿Ln r Iì'itton, Sfr'¡ rìrcn ;llnokl, \\rillialu
Aluolrì, Pelr'.t' G. Àr'nold, Joìrn liullrcli, Lcnrrrcl IÌislrop,'lììros.
L. I-frlse.y, James Al:wood, .lrlrrr [. Ol:rr.lir'. Sa.rrluol 1\r. (ìreenc,
Daniel 1\{atlrcn-stirr, N,rr,l 1\{:rtlrr'tvsorr, Br.rrjlrrrin F. Clllilc,
S¿rmttel Calliìr,, I)a,nitl .\llerr, Saurtrcl r\l|:¡, Ifqses Lippitt,
Thomls Jacli srlr, Iùlu-al'rl 1) ir.k ens, Iì,n i ¿ul i ll Cli liì1.d, lùlu-a r.d
Dexter, S¿urrucl Iìutler, Sr'1h \\Ihe¿rtou, Rit,lralcl Jaolison, Zach-
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of tlre Unitecl States to the Seuate, Mar.20, 7826, (Senctte
Doc, No. 70:2) a,beacly s1:rokeu of, crorrtaius all the cotr.es-
ltoucìence, negotiations, &c., r.elatitrg to this intelesting chap_
ter in our histor.y, although it cannot be said to be one that
ledouuds to the cleclit either of the Ulitecì States ot. of
Fr'¿lnce.

To r.ollclucle, in thc elotluenb l,or.ds of Surnner.:
r( Of ¿r,ll clairns in our histor'.y, these are urost associatcd

rvith great e'c'ts a'cl g.eat sacrific.s. Fi'st i' tirne. thev
are also lìr'st in cìralacter', for thc.y s¡rr.ing fi.orn the' vct"y
cradle of the republic antl the trials "of it, iñT",,"t-. To corí_
p.elte'cl them, you r'.st l<nory fir.st, horv i.depe,irde'ce was
X.o.rì ; a.ng, seeondly, horv, at ¿r, l¡rter. cla¡,, peace l-as assurecl.()tìre. clail's h{ìr'e bcen me.cly ¡.rer.sr-'ral ôr iitigious; these arehistoric. rrere rrere 'i'diviclirat' losses, felt ai ttre'tirne nrosi
keerly, aucl con'stituti'g arr 

''arsneral,icr 
cl¿ri'r upuu l'ron"é,

rvhich wr:r'e.e'rlrl,yetl b¡' eu. Gove.'ruc't at ¿r critiôal -o-"ni,like a credit or.cash i' lra'd, to lrur.chase release ftour oui
stancling rnational' rbligatio's, so that thc rvhore courrtry
bccarrre, at, o't.e, the t rlustec r.rf these srrffer.ers, boun,ì, ,if
cottt'se, tri ur.¿1;1,,,1. for the lììealts thus co'tt.ibutetl, ltut ltoi'd
¿tlso to inrlt'rrrnify tlrt'ur ng'.,i'st tllr,se Iosses. .4.rrd ¡'et these
suffe'e.s, thus urri,1u. j' ljtuation, hrrve rrccrr .rornpelíed to see¿ll otlre. t,lairns l'.r' fo.eign sprliu,tir-r's s¿tisfìcd' l.lrile tlrev
alorrc lra'c lre'r trr.ut'rl-a*'rI'}'. 

'ts,'r¡r.l.y as'l Tu{ o,,r. ptutia*,:ãå
fello*' citiz.rrs obtai,erl e orirpensutit.rrr, to trre n,rru,"t .,t 

"rui.ãtha' te¡r rnillio' tlollars, ori acco''t'of B.itisrr .polintionr.
se'e'al i'cleuurities h¿rve lleen obtai'etl sirce frärn ,sp;i;,
Na¡rles, Dc''ilr'ì<, Irexic,, ancl thc s..th Aruerica' st',rtesl
u'lrilc, lry lhe laurclrrs corrvcrrtiolr of 1H81, F.r,alrce ,.ontrit,uicã
five ruillio* tlolla's to the satisfactio''f sporiation* u,r¿". itru
co'tinerltal syster' of .Na¡r.L'on. s1,ui' siilrtrlatetl to pa,r' fbi.
ere.y-shi1r {rr'-carrio talre. u'ithi' s¡ra.rish .uät".r eve.'by the
F.cnch, so thrt thc F'ench spoliations or our co*lìrerce
within 'S¡rauish *'ate.s have been 1r.irr l'or., lr.t F.c'ch spolia-
tiolrs ou our' (lonìmel't.e elservhere 

-befol.c 
íSt)0 a.t, stiìl inr.e_

deer'etl. srrch has bee' thc fo'tu.e of r:laim¿rrts the rnost
melitorious of all.

r' all othe. cascs the.c has bec. sir'ply a cl¿irn for for..igrr
spoliatio's, .but witho.t arly s'l,.rarl,icii obligatio' u" tirc
part of oul Lìovclnruent. Her.t is ¿l clairn for. ior.cigu spolia-

tions, the precise countelpart of all other clairns, but rvith a
superadded obligation, on the part of our Government, in the
rratt¡re of a d.ebt, constituting ut øssumpsil, or implied promise
to pay ; so tlrat these sufferers are not merely cløin¿ønls ott
acconnt of X'rench spoliations, l.rut they aie 

-also 
credítors

on account of a plain assurnption by the Government of thc
undoubted liability of X'rance. The appeal of these claí,ntømt-
cretlítors is enhauced beyond the pecuniary interests involvcd
when we cousitler the nature of tliis assurnption, aud especiallv
that, in this way, our country obtained a final lelease fr.om
embarassing stipulations rvith Fr.ance contractecl in the wal
for uational independence. Regarding it, tlrercfore,as a debt,
it constitutes a part of that sacred clebt incrulecl for. national
iudependence, and is the only part r.emaining un¡laid."


