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an encouragement to enable the Register to gather new power
for its future usefulness; will they use their influence in way
of procuring new patrons.

Those who know from personal knowledge, how many and
how perplexing are the obstacles about the path of the Regis-
ter, wonder how the work has lived as long as it has, and
claim that it is the great firmness and iron will of the Editor
that alone has made it what it is. So convinced were they
of the real worth of the publication, that a few of them have
favored it with means for immediate use and more have
1)1'0111'1%(1 to do something in the near future. For all these
favors, the Register returns its soul-felt thanks.

Reader, the Register does not wish to be classed as a
speculation, weither does it wish to be called a beggar; but
wants to render a just value for all favors received. 1t can-
not live of itself, hut its patrons can give life and make it
live an honor to itself, as well as a pride to them.

Dear Patrons, now is the time to show your good will, and
now the opportunity to doa good deed and for a worthy
purpose. Now you can make the Register just what you will
have it. You have a publication that has battled for Rhode
Tsland honor, and intends to still continue the combat, and
stands always ready to defend our State and her Institutions.

While the Register is published there will be found one
publication that will defend our State’s history and people.
Help us now and we will help you. Stand firmly by us and
you shall see how firmly we will stand by you and yours.
Have faith in us. Feel for us at the heart and feel a little
for us at the pocket book. Please do not forgot the Register
and help it now in its time of need, and please do what you

can for us in the future.
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PRE-HISTORIC RHODE ISLAND

By the Editor.

G%E: .]1:]] the ]N:;.rl-agmmett Country there is perhaps opened to
the scholar wl e I R . o TPERE U
F%: vho delights in such things, as rich a field

for prehistoric stud g
e dplef‘lllft:ﬂ:lll study, as can be found anywhere in New
and and 1t 1s indeed st I
& sed strange to me that this
. . . 18 rich
ha,ﬂfl‘ been hitherto entirely unexplored el
0 beoin Hhic i famact: )
S egull. this interesting study, let us commence with our
i 3 .
e n]neicJ l1ate predecessor here, the Indian. This race of
1] ‘ » - 4 ’
ud, has left his names upon our rivers, bays and lakes
b © 4
s

and ev 1y

" en many of our states carry names that he gave. I

hie nomenclature of our country, h i ot &
: ¥, how much is here for a

y interesting and important facts they

bring to mind? Truly i i
? y it can be said, “ The anthor
but the word he spake is yet here.” , ok

Here th
en at the beginning of

standi . i g of our theme we find serm
tanding oyt from single words, sermons

study and how man

as gone,
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The Indians of I\Iau"raganset;c1 asdwereo freﬁl(')(:ee?t%(;i‘;)l}irm(l}g-
i iantonomi in the days ,
Icll(:ilrlrfut;laintie?f tribe had not possessed tl.le land fhere l)llt ii_
few generations. They had wm:ked their way 1;01111 -
terior. They claim to have driven out a po;\fer uhpihli)(i{,
These claims have been doubted by some anna %b?ti.w 0 Pzr-
the Indians have colored somewhftt theiwr Eana ives. o
haps these annalists jn{lg'e the‘ Illuhansn::}y themselves,
1 be righteous judgement.
haslfb:e:: vj?llld lear thi&s claim in mind and then rea.lc\lT t.h(? de-
scription of the aboriginals as portrayed 'by t-he' fnsu;mn
from time to time, it will be seen that this deseription does
nl(:::na.gree with a descriptitmh of those people who were our
i 1 sor here.
O‘V;[l‘llllllliztjll;:fvgsr eggc:liz‘lN01'selne11 have been doubted by
somelZuthorities, but why they should not be as correct a‘s
the narratives of the traveli Oftmen of other nations, appears
i r, to say the least.
“ '}I‘I}Tesilr:i::?péion ofythe syst‘em of. worship a.s 1f01uéd an‘;r)zlg-
the aboriginals here, 1s identical with th‘at O.t t 1eT1 unwa-
shippers as practiced by the‘Mmunl Bulldels‘.l. he : ulm,e
men have fully described t%llﬁ. system of wmi1 11}1) i9:111( Sho.re
people, and the Indian clalmln_g he had 1'eac.e§ 11(: hore
not many generations ago are 1 harmony wit euc_mate ”
and so closely do they agreetf ti:hat.\lrfnycz:)lé tigpiréli%n o5
1thi ears the time of the victor a
;‘lrllzhilhllll(ilflilwguildel', All this goes to show that the two
arrati e strictly true. o
n‘ullfd:slfze\svi?i ecomparz what the N.orseman has said }111 ie%"::i
to their strength and power, it will be found th.a‘lc the 1nhere
had not a weak foe by any means to combat with, eu;l( by
the two narratives are in remarkable harmony with

other,
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In brief, we think that the Norse Legends or more proper-
ly speaking, Narratives, and the Indjan stortes of former
races whom they conquered, ave entitled to more credit than
is actually given to them by historians, yet we are pleased to
note that latter historians who have made themselves familiar
with both are more disposed to give credit to these narratives.

It is a striking fact in the history of man, that when one
nation conquers another, and the conqueror occupied the
land of the conquered, that he is sure to adopt more or less
the religious symbols of the defeated. When this fact is
duly consided the reason of religious similarities in widely
separated tribes becomes apparent.

# To make this plain we will take a striking example. In
the Narragansett Country there are several sacred circles and
here 1s the Indian tradition concerning them.

When an Indian dies it was belioved that his spirit did
not depart finally for the Happy Hunting Grounds or Para-
dise, until he had received the blessings of the tribe. While
his spirit was hovering over the remains his family and friends
viewed the body of the departed in awed silence. At the
appointed time, the remains were conveyed to this place and
deposited in the centre of the circle. The interlocutor then
took his assigned place. He then commenced a series of
questions, that would startle a preacher of today could he

hear them or were they asked him. Instead of hearing the
usual enlogy that appears so popular today, the old Indian
Priest would commence by enquiring for the bad deeds that
had been committed by the departed and sternly commanded
they should he told him then and there. Nothing was to he
kept hack under penalty of losing their future happiness in
the world to come, for this was considered the great unpar.
donable sin that could not bhe forgiven. Here certainly was
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' t
the strongest inducement that could ever be offered to empt
e str
tell the truth.
’ nIlfa I'ltt\?vas found that the departed was unworthy, (ich(znJ l;e
1 . - . ‘- r
as pronounced Bad Indian, and his spiit wdas oll‘t he 1:}.1 e:i
we o
depalrt without the message. If he was found worthy
sssage was given him.
th(?[i? 1\(;?: és‘m fra.tel%lal greeting from the living to those whg
had sone before. This made the worthy a messenger an
t}?-s %vas the last work he could perforr‘n for the l'1v1ng. e
lAfter the message had been given, the I:emflnSTLVZ >
i * hurial and deposited. .
anied to the place of buria : s T
c“ml’;':}ll: repeated and for the last time, and he ;,.ha,x Iged.:ﬂ
a8 : . » n A,
5 mber. A supply of food and water was g.agu dw;h
e 1. :
zfmhoﬂy sufficient to last the journey to Paradise an e
1€
iti i ke haste. : .
- tion was given to ma . . ‘ |
dan:lI(Zz (comes in the singularity of this ce1enii)ny. SIz hl:
- i wa
identical with that of ancient Egypt, when Memg esaS e the
eat city of the dead, and when the departe Wh B
glfgss th}; Sacred Nile to the Sacred Gate, where tt' :?K::ns
>y ; se very questions
Jlocutor, who asked these very q s
t by the Interlocutor, w - i >
1::;“]:3’ commanded the truth to be told him 11}11{131- L rs111:(: I:a
S)emd{y. If found worthy, the departed was ba 3 512 -
};0 the last resting place prepared flor tlhe ]ustegzred 0 )
' 'sed to the place pr
thy, depart ye acursed
. uélevr?;edy, nge is the idea from whence came the future
con .
ife 1 and in Hell. ' :
hf(?]_‘lllll Hia(;:;nnow arises how came this eastern custom eIlle
e . . . .
qso strongly upon the religious ideas of the peop

grufted

1 ain it ? This we
found here, and from whence did they'l(l)hlta'ml it ¢ o
ion further on, but here we will briely say,
shall mention further on, . 0, 4
?:{(:a was certainly borrowed from nations 11(})w (izt?}llcflk ol
1 ound and we shou 1
circles are perfectly roun . g
ﬁftzl‘ hfeesjf across. We intend to have an accurate measure
y 3 .

this

r

s
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these some time in the future.

They appear to be all about
the same size.

These are the only remains of the work of the
pure Narragansett Indian that are tod

in existence.

We are firmly of the opinion that our immediate prede-
cessor here did not invent anything new in religious ideas
but borrowed the whole from the one he conquered and we
have no doubt that the conquered had far loftier ideas of
right and wrong than his conqueror,
the booty and in this way the conquere
conqueror,

ay, so far as we know

These ideas beeame
d again becomes the

Of what kindred were thes
of, whom our Indian
time conquered him ?

They were Mound Builders and their w
extensive in the Narragansett Count.ry.
seribes scenes that h

e people we are now speaking
conquered as we have in the course of

orks are large and
The Norsemen de-
armomze with this people, and this comes
down to a time that can be very closely approximated. The
Indian had not occupied this place 175 years before the set-
tlement here by the English. There is no way that these
narratives can be made to extend heyond this period and we
think they will fall inside this estimate.

derful harmony with the Norse narratives.

It will be found, therefore, that the year 1470 was about
the time that occurred this overthrow and the establishment
of the Indian supremacy in the Narragansett Country.

This brings us to the query, from whence came these
Mound Builders ?

The subject now becomes Interesting,
dawn upon us grand

This shows a won-

for here begins to
and lofty ideas of aboriginal life that
¥e at one time did not think possible to have existed on




Time on the silent annals of the past.

v
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these domains we now claim as ours, and of which we are
today enjoying. How many secrets O Earth, lie entombed
in thy bosom? How many scenes hast thou witnessed here
on these lands O Sun? How much hast thou written O

| Ignatius Donnelley has published a work treating on Atlan-

PRE-HISTORIC RHODE ISLAND. 103

thus the ce 1es past : i
e tlltu;lle.s 1\11)‘15)6 away. Thispath was steady from the
-west to the North-east : ] ‘
ast and 1n course of ti
: of time thevy reac

ed these shores. e they reachs

We are convine

: d_-IE? (,(.)nvmced that Narragansett was the seat of the

ern oo arrati
easl 1 mpire and narratives show that this conquest was
pushed as far north from here as it was possible to go (

tis, which is indeed one of the most fascinating narratives

These people i ; g
i : . : e 1 their miow . G . .
ever written, and is worthy of heing read by every scholar. grations carried their religious

standard with them and as these symhols when they once

I Mzr. Donnelley is right in his conclusions. He shows that a become firmly settled in the ]
. . . . settled in the hear . .
| powurful nation existed on the great tropical shoal that covers for centuries, we e heart of the nation will endure
5 wid 38, We see N0 reas 1 \ .
i most of the space between Northern Africa and Northern trath of this path of emi ason the world to doubt the
' . . . : S enmiera .
r South America. He shows, and we think conclusively, that The destructi " At’ (tlfm.
{ land existed here except a space of water one hundred and : om0 tlantis in a night by the God
| g pt a sp anc indeed an appalling catastropl L | y ods was
i ;- v : 2 T g 5 b rophe such as t .
o 1) YW . . L& 1€¢ WO
fifty leagues wide on the African side and somewhat wider on snce witnessed. 1ld has never

on the American side which latter passage was broken by
To the north and south of this belt was
With this land before them and

The ancient Mexi
. 1€ exicans sa e .
numerous islands. band of warriors. that ¢l y that these people were a mighty
; . d arrors. that th : .0 - ;
a wide expanse of water. that they had committed ey had conquered many nations,
: ad commi i
ed many cruelties, and so hard-hearted

inhabited as it was by a powerful people that was well known _
were they, that the cry to the Gods which the poor captive

3 g i]l]][") llcll. e 1 l“l a l“[l(, erio l )| Y ea d

in the main the same religious ideas as the nations around by them and they decid
them. They had pushed their conquests far to the \\'Uﬁt'ﬂ‘“d earth trembled an)(rl i(te:elz( » 1310 1llemoVe g o et The
when we come to test M. Donnelley’s theory by the tradition When the earth was cmhim'(:g t']at'tthe dafy o come
alm again, 1t was found that this ore
great

of the Mexicans we find these-peuple ( the Atlantians I‘],' were nation had entirely disappeared and 4
known to them and they claimed they were the colonies of its waters over the 1 %} ; d and that now the ocean rolled
. , : ‘ © the I anti .
! these people. . With such a passage 1ieff)l'(-l then_l, what was theirs. This catast;:)n)(l t%e .Atlantmus h{.td once claimed as
' therefore, to hinder the same religious ideas being plul'lted nations. but the P‘;r Phe 18 lelnem'bered m all the western
on American soil that existed in Asia and Africa? Nothing. best n"u,'l'ative of ¢l llvmn: ﬂll%lMexusans had the clearest and
i , o . Atlantians was trans- e 1e event. 1ese people s

It is now cle-a.l' that ?hwugh tlfe_. Atl(‘mt.hms, was trans at that time decreed. henceforth ] people add that the Gods
planted the religious faith of ancient Bgypt to America forever remain s ’ to £ 1th the east and the west should

R amn separate from each other.

These colonies having obtained a foothold in Mexico, they
had to fight for existance with those nations here hefore them
and as they conquered they extended their dominions, and

We 11( 1 ¢ 1 1
e 'H'e sald that having built up colonies in Mexico they
. 4 - , K
b I—;ls way lto our own shores in the course of the cen
. ere 1n the Narracans NN p P
b of o o o u}sett Country they founded the
government. All this took time to accomplish
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1t is conclusive that our Indians here had intermarried 1lnto
the nation they conquered in time .past, al-ld of cour;f) t'ley
learned the direction of the emigration which Was a lri\t;;wt
feature in the religious faith of thfa Mound Bulldel's}.l. esi
people had an annual festival, which pl%rpetua.ted ;fr‘s ev:}rll
in their history. The Mounds were their altars an 1(;11[1k 3
summits thereof they held worship and from here they foih e .
reverently to the South-west, for there. were the homfes‘o ! elr
fathers and there the spirit of the child WOl%ld .ﬂy or refuge
when released by death from its earthly habitation. .
They came on to these mounds from the northl-i;ast.lz?ild
when they marched on to their altar tht.:y woulld be x.(-; ¢ ;11 -
ren coming home, and when after. paying their respects they
turned back, they faced the direction of the conquest. )
This was indeed a beautiful sym.bol. A long look to t Ae
South-west, for, from that direc‘.clon our f.athe.rs came.l \
long look to the North-east, for, in .that direction We‘ 13:.ve
ever extended our conquests. This with add.ressgs al?pllglgle-
ate to the occasion made this the qreat I-'Ilstorle Fl‘e_ ﬂa‘y
and the principle events in the nz.Ltwns history wals in this
manner brought to the comprehension of every lllll].(: .
These mounds in the Narragansett Country hear Lllls] ma;'l ..
The approach was from the 11(}1'th-(fast.. s0 as to 1'(3\’Ultr!llit y t.l‘u.,u
the direction of the home of their fathers, and when they
were dismissed to face the direction ({f the conquest.
How natural and how beautiful thlS. symbo} ! u
The nation that came after them retained this .sym]')ol 0 | t e
South-west. As the father came from .that direction, so 1n
that direction the child would 1'et111'11_t0 its par(?,nts ho{nltii
At stated seasons adoration was paid to the Sun and Moon

from these altars.

Y
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We think from the number of these Mounds i Narvragan-
sett that it must have been the scat of the Enstern Empire,
and this is strongly confirmed by several circumstances and
traditions of the Narragansett Indians.

These Mounds w. speak of are round with o fat top,
The Great Mound at Clharlestown has a flat surface and is
several acres in extent, and is indecd an altar ficted for
People who worship nature from her hills.

We call your attention to this fact, that the peculiar slope
of the Narragansett Country is toward the South-west.

To occupy a land having this feature to a remarkable de-
gree must have impressed the religious and historical fact
upon the minds of the people with great significance.

Again, the idea of Eden which is a land whose waters
flow to the four Cardinal points of the compass is here brought
very conspicuously into view. '

A third and very striking feature about this section of our
State 1s its climate which is far warmer than that of the ad-
joining lands, and this has been called the “ Summer Land ”
for centuries, and perhaps on this account.

The occasion of this perhaps has been the action of the
Gulf Stream, which at this point makes a decided curve, and
this curve would be the very means to bring the Gulf Wind
over the land in such a manner as to gamn its full benefit.

The peculiarity of climate has made the fruit grown here
noted forits peculiar flavor and richness, and perhaps a greater
variety of fruit can be produced here than anywhere clse in
this country. This peculiarity was noted by the Norsemen
and by the Tndians here also.

any

These Indians gave the idea

to our fathers which induced them to make the great planting
of apple trees which trade in apples was once an important

2
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item in trade here and the remains of these orchards are now
visible in many of our country towns.

These people designated the Indians the ¢ Wild Brothers,”
and we find several authorities that give them this title.

We want now to go back another step and take up a race
of men that were here before the Mound Builders. These we
shall call the «Dyuids of the West,” or “Stone Worship-
pers.”  These people were Sun Worshippers in the purest
form and the remains of their works are also numerous n
Rhode Island.

Their Cromlechs can be tound in southern Rhode Island,
and we have evidence that their works are scattered over our
entire State. We have no doubt that we shall discover more
of these remains in the future, and that many will fail of
discovery as they approach. so0 near to nature.

Our studies so far lead us to this conclusion, that these
people were identical in their manner of worship with those
of the Ancient Druids of Britain.

Druidical authorities claim that Britain was once the great
seat of worship for all Europe and from here went forth the
spiritual law for all these people.

There are today in Wales a remnant of this Sect, and they
worship in the same way and manner as did their fathers more
than three thousand years ago.

A carveful study of the Welsh Cromlech and drawings as
deseribed in illustrated papers, taken here on our own soil
and compared with remains here will go far to convince one
that the Druid or Stone Worshipper once held dominion here
and these remains will be found as fascinating a study as one

can well concelve.
To commence, let us take the rolling stones of which there
are two classes among us.  One 1s the flat rolling stone and

Y
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such a type as found at Apponang and is known as the Drum
ming Rock. In Narragansett there are several more of th's
class.  We are confident more can be found in other l)ol'ti()n.s
of the State.

Some elaim these were used by our Indians and we have
no doubt they were. This does not militate in the least
against the fact that they might or were used by a nation or
People before them. l

Another class is the round boulder placed on the brow of
a hill Or on an open plain, but in all cases npon the flat sur-
face of arock.  These have been thought by some authors
to have been the work of nature only, but we are assured by
those who have made this a study that they were placed there
by man. That nature has done such \vo.rk 50 near as to de-
ceive one as to which was the work of man we admit. We
are told this 1s a symbol of the Sun and when a smaller one
of similar shaj:e is near that the smaller one represents the
Moon, and as such were used and reverenced by these people.

There are several examples of these in the Narragansett
Country. )

We suppose most of our readers will dissent from us, yet
we are persuaded that if the Narragansett Indians made those
rings on the Soapstone Ledge at Johuston, it was in com-
llnemomtlon of some religious symbol that they had obtained
h-lum some earlier nation. These rings are in strict harmony
Wll.-ll’th:l.t of the sacred circle of which we have already tr atell
and it is plausible to think the two cotemporary. Yet it this
wis l'.l‘lt- upon a havder stone we should without any hesitation
pihw.e it i the age of the Stone Worshippers, and it is Mo
tlir": lmlssllrle that they really belong heve in this period.

. Il 'ul-t!a that an Indign made a pot, and then due around
It to get it out, is to me absurd. It seems to we ?hc most
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proper way, the piece should first be detached from the ledge
and then worked out to a finish in such form as might be
desired.

What were the object of these rings may well be asked
here. They belong to the religious system of those peo-
ple, and are a form of Sun Worship. The articles upon the
Cup and Rings of this character that have been recently pub-
lished are worthy of deep study and if one will take the
trouble to read them, the Indian idea would become very
strongly shaken. )

We think that the Wolf Rocks in Exeter is one of the
finest subject for study in the State. We have made several
excursions here and every one-has but deepened the interest.
We firmly believe that this is an ancient Druidical Temple
and that it was a fine one in its day, and was once highly
reverenced as a holy place by a people whose history has been
written and the book closed.

‘At what period these people came here we have no means
at present of deciding definitely. We think however, these
were the people whom the Mound Builders conquered

There is evidence extant to show that this form of Sun
Worship was once prevalent over ‘the whole of the United
States. It would not be out of order to assume that this
form of worship if it came from Britain must have reached
these shores before the Mound Builders in order to’have
spread over such a wide expanse of territory here.

Another interesting query is, up to what period of time
were these people here? The time cannot be so closely
approximated, but have reasons for thinking that 1t reached
up to a comparatively modern period. That the Indians
were much inclined to favor this form of Sun Worship, and
that they did really use forms that belong both to the Mound

PRE-HISTORTC RHODE ISLAND. iny

Builders and the Druids is plainly  evi K
t : Druids is plainly evident.  That they hal
0 OTel : 3V . l
a ;jlcal many symbols that belonged to the Druids that ha
. oD [ b 1k ab
come‘( own to the days of our fathers is also evident. It is
Pl-oof also that this form of S Worshi l
e . Sun orship has come close
\ . ’v . "m N . ‘
do our own times.  The fact that this religions faith has
been so recent here and so long absolete in Fu‘rol ¢ {
e R e g absolet 4 e, gous far
to confirm the view that this form of Sun Worshi P
contin W orship came at
one time from Britain.

Fm;n whence came the.“ Wild Brothers,” has been often
asked ?  The most plausible theory is, that they came fr

the.fal' North-west having crossed over from ASi‘lyili((i (j '110“{
their way steadily towards the South-east in th‘e (c:)urse“ 01‘} E;(
centuries.  They no doubt, as ﬂ]ey worked their W“I 0 ']le
ward ‘:Lnd mingled with other nations, that th(j 111;({ ‘?‘)l'l o
very mmportant changes in their religious philog) »h el\-'\]“j‘];lc
ﬁ.nnlly produced a race of men combinine diiferelllt {],' t" “."]f
ties and coming down more or less to 011?' own times e

.T‘huts. we have seen that there has been three different
:;z:f;elsl 1ons from three different sources that has reached our
Tllgl'e 18 yet another form of ancient worship here whicl
takes on a form of Sun Worship and is represented by I]llbll'
made of metal, clay, wood and stone. This pllmse}()f“)%
study we have just reached and ave now studying. W “1]“
]C]ﬁt as yet feel confidance enough to venture a dic.-,ided ‘jo(n(-)
defioi]:l't We are 1in holfes however, to find something of

%—I erest 1 this new field of our resources.
(.m[h{nf‘:)l,(),{it:l“]:uvle chlsif\w_.shefl that these granite boulders
o w]lflt.ig 1 l)n )'(‘ gitted with speech and sight and could
; : wd seen and heard.

How wteresting would




-
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be that narrative, and how delighted we should be to hear
its recital. How often have we regretted that these boulders
have been doomed to perpetual silence. What a pleasure it

_was to us therefore, to find that man had laid a charge upon

them and that they have remained ever faithful to that charge.
That race of men who gave that charge have long since
slumbered on the bosom of mother Earth. Even their nafion
has perished and even the one that succeeded them has laad
down the burden of life with them. Still that place sacred
so long ago in the past yet remains a faithful witness of their

handiwork.

Thus we have briefly reviewed our subject. We assure our
reader there is move here in Rhode Island that needs a study
than people are generally aware of and we believe such a
study should be undertaken. We have proposed to ourself
to study the subject at every opportunity and could this sub-
jeet be thoroughly investigated as it deserves to be, it would
give great watisfaction to the investigator in a field not as yet
explored, but to him whose inquiring mind turns to the
history of the g‘e.*uera-timm of men who years hefore tle

" Pilgrims crosse d the sea to find a ] ome in the wilderness or
the lone preacher who rode liis ox to Attleboro Gore to es-
ape from the © Lord: Brethren ” as he had escaped from the
“ Lord Bishops,” or the apostles of ¢ivil and religious liberty
among them, the discugsion is full of grandeur and especially
go if opens to us the question as to whether the land dedicated
by Williams to religious freedom of worship had not for
centuries been the great battle ground of control for the
supremacy of creed and faith and symbol.
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PROVIDENCE IN (810 AND LATIER

By Henry A. ITewland.
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