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when once_ this subject is shown the attention it deserves, the
rvonder will then be why so irnportant and worthy a the¡ne
has beeu sufiered to remain so long neglected and forgotte¡.

TTTE VALLEY oF THE PAwTUXET
Its Ilistorq cnttl Deuelolttnent.

By Noah J. A.rnokl.

CÞò"
/ (V/v

ç@ HE paper Mr. William B. Spencer plepared ancl 'rvhiclr

"ft¡ rvas publisheil in the April ( 1888 ) nnnrber of the

6/ln Register', orr the r( Valley of the Pawtuxet," related
solely to the Nolth-rvest Branch of that nolrle river. 'We 

norv
propose to write of the valleys of both 'branches anrl of the
liver when those branehes unite anrl form the Parvtuxet, and
the ¿¿mount of busilless done on it and its llranches. hr the
fir'st place we will describe the river, botli its blanches ancl
their tributaries.

The North-west Brant'h r.ises less than thirty niles in an
air line from the place rvhere it meets tide rvater in the vill-
age of Parvtuxet, hut thirty.-five miles by the travellerl roarl
or to follorv the str.earn in its rvindirrg cour.se. It r,ises in
Pouagansett porrd in the lvestenr part of the torvn of Gloces-
ter', within trvo nriles of the State line betrveen Conneeticrrt
¿rrtl Rhode Islantl. A streanr rises about a niile east of this
t'¿¡lled Kelley's Rrook ancl unites with the Ponagansett in the
tou'n of Fostel'. Auother r.ises in the north-wester,rr par,t of
lr'oster c¿llecl Shippee's llrook ¿urd another r,ises near the
t'r,rrtrill part of Fostel callecl Hemlock Broolr. Both of these
nur ilrto the Potragausett river, the last al¡out on the torvu
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line between Scituate ancl Foster.. Another riscs in the
sorrth-u'estelly Pl.rt of Ftlster ¿lnd nurs into the Westeonna,.g

ff,eselvoir ¿Lrrrl unites rvith the P,nag¿nsctt river ne¿i,r Rr.¡ck

lantl i' S.it.¿rte. Fi'e .ther strera'rs ris. i' S.it'¿rt. :urtl
rrrrites rvith the Ponag'iursett. Tt'o stre¿uus i.ise iu the eastern
part of the t'wn rf Gl,cester antl r'r'into l{osrv¿lnsicut p<lnd
or l¿lie, ''e 'f the l"st lre¿r'ti[.l sheets ,f *'ilter irr the State.
Trvo other stre¿uns rise in the south-eastern Par,t of Gl..ester
ancl two othels iu the northern Part of Scitu¿te ¿lntl unite
rvith the stle¿ul runrriug' flom Mt¡srvansicut pontl arrd f,n'
the riyer bearing th¿t n¿rne. Th,, P,uag¿llsett ¿urd M,srv¿rn-
sicut rivers rurite ¿¡,t So.th Scit'ate ard f,r'r' the Nortlr-rvest
Bra'ch .f the P¿lrvt'xet li'er ''hich 'o*, berrolnes r|rite a
l¿lr¡re river a'tl P.rs.es its so.th conïse fo'fo.r or. fir.e rniles
to Hrpe Factory; recei'irg ir its co.rse here, of s,'re .dtli-
tional trilmt¿l'ies rvhit,h I h¿rve not lref're mentiorretl. It tÌrcn
t.rns a'd .'rs e¿ìste.ly to Jachso'factory, X'isheville, Arli-
rvr.ight, Harrisville, Phenix, Lippitt, Clytle Print Works,
¿ ferv r,tls belrrv rvhi.h it unites rvitli the S,uth-rvcst Br¿r'ch.
r' t'urr,yirg- the f.ct'ries i' these eight villages the rir.er f''.
II,pe to Clycle village .'rs b.t ¿rllo.t t''o 

'riles, s, 'lr. *.illsuppose tliat these eight r-illagrs touch e¿xrh otlrrrr as they
really do, thus nraking one continuous village though btur,irrg
eiglrt different n¡unes.

Before Prrceedirg f.r'bher, r *'ish trl tl. j.sti.e t' .ne rvlr,
has lleen de¿rtl sonre f1'¡rrrty-fir'e ye¿r's autl \r-¿rs ¿ fonur,l, r.esi-
de't of \\r¿l.vit,li. I r.fel t' He,r'y R,.s.rrrurie.e, 

'.h'wrrte a iiartial histoly of the South-west Branch of the parv-

trrxet so're tiri'ty years rìg'o and P.ìrlished u'h¿rt hcr *,r..te irr
the P.¡r'itìe.re J,uLrl.l, fr,lr' rvhich I h¿rve gatìrer.ed sr're .f
these rrotes. He giltlre'eil his frr,cts at'.rch pai's nrrcl lab,r.,
¿rurl rye on'e hiu ¿i delrt of gratitutle folryh¿rt lre tlitl.
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TEE pawruxDT yÂrrl,Dy. go;

At Coventry Centre is the ,r peckham ManufacturingCompanyr" whiäh consists of Mr. fiorn* C. peckham at themill and Hartwell,-Ri"lru"¿, & ô".^ii"r"r"fu dry goods deal.ers of rhis cirv. Tley run ;i";; iã*, 
"r *oorår,ï"lrtnuryand manufa.iu.u ubo,rt S Zr0,óö0, îo*h of woolen goodsper annum. The v'rage contains'f"om 300 t" iö'i"f;"ui*_ants. Sixty-five yelï ago, there was one small 

"otto, i""io"y
;:Jå"i"i"î3 y*{": ¡;¡;;;*,it'io,' or rrom 60 ro ?0.

in opãration h";;-;lJJîiffi,llîJ-:ï""" A rorge was

eaj,os.iron dug ir, *ruroo,, Çö- 
years a'g'o which smelt-

The town of Cov
rrspopurariu.,ui;r:xiil:il:ï:i,"Jåi"f"åîr,îîå1"1rÍi;
was 230O, and aú nr.esen_ú 4g00. li.ã"t"ir, 5g square í,ilur.Coventry Centrä nT þ""- i".ffi"r.nown as ihe Central

*fi-l;r;;,,1;r;,f bult in isôô.''p""vious ro ñ;ä,
H*ii-Li"i Ë"J":T':Tä',':1" ïäîu'iï: xl,li;;
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trvo stolies in flont ancl three stories on the river side, rvith a

¡¡rrod attic room, ¿urrl st¿rrtecl it rvith one hundrerl aurl four
Iootns antl lretrveen 4000 ¿rrrd 5000 spindles.

.Ioh' J. r(iltorr erecterl i' 1832 a frctory or the opPosite
side of the .iver', sixty by thirty-six feet, t*,o story ìrig.h ancl
rrrn thilty ts'o loours ¿ntl about thirteerr hunclietl sPinclles.
'rhis Joh. J. I(ilt'' u'as the s'' ,'f o'e beari'g the same
n¿ìnìe, rvho u'¿rs one of the party rvho rvent rlorvn the l.ra¡,,

rvith Conr'.otk¡re Abr'¿rha'r \Yhipple ¿urtl the celebrated Jolur
, Br,rv' a'tl b.r''t the British sbop of \Yar G:rspee, i, Jrure
7175.

Ili'es & Arn.ltl erected a 'l:rchi'e shop abo't ''e l*'r-
clrerl feet lo'g :'rl trvo stoi'y high, but a, ferv rotls belorv the
washi'gtor cl:ì'r, with ab'rt six fect fall a'd 

'rade 
.rat,hi.ery

for the fact'ies ir the valley of the P¿rrvt.xet. They e'r-
Ployecl sixty nre., rvhich fo' those ti'res rvas a large 

^.'rbel.The f¿ctrries ¿¿rrd this r'achi'e slroP, r'ade the \vashi'gt'n
one of the liveliest villages in Rhrtle rslancl. The Gazetteer
of tt M¿rss¿¿ch.setts co.'ectic.t ¿r.nrl lìhode rslardr" i'rblish-
ecl ¿rbo.t this tirre sp'he 'f it ¿ls s.ch. A{ter a ferv years
Hùres & A''okl f¿iletl ¿rrd their rn¿chi'e shrp *,iw trir.retl
irto a fact'r'y. lt rvas first o'wred by R.ssell cha.e arrd
M¿u'ti' s. \Yhit¡n¿'r, l''rt .rt Pr'sPeri'g irr their l-r.si'ess,
n[r. \Yhit'r¿r,rr srltl his half to Jrlur Gree'e rt certr,eville
ancl a ferv years ¿ftt l the Ch¿rce fanrily bonglrt Greerre's h¿rlf
arrtl they nur it thernsclves. The fir.rn consisted of lìrrssell
Chace ¿lrd his t'*'r sr's D¿riei a.d \Yilli¿l' ch¿rce. 'rhey
tlitl "t pr'osl)er'. A ferv yea's :rfter\\¡¿rres it rvas srlrl t, trfr.
Tully Boryen. .After his rle¿rth it rvas soltl to ¿r Mr.. Higgins
antl otherrs, u'lro nru it ¿l ferv year,u rvhen it rr'¿s burlt.

'Ihe ruill on the opposite side of the river. rvils orvnetl by
Col. Peleg Willnrr, ¿¡.ntl }fon. 'I'honrus \Yhipple, uncler the

4
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anrl fulling mills belonging to the Brayton's. Another {¡l¡
ing rnill was built ¿urcl run liy Jurlge Stephen Potter, a nì&n
of much note in those tirnps arrrl rìicl rnuch in fonning t¡s
gootl character of the village. He rlietl Nov. 20, 179{ì, aged
75 years. Jr¡nath¿n lì'ayton sokl to Henlv Whitnrrr,rr irr
7797, for $ 1100, a krt of larrl orr rvliich rvele tryogristnrills,
orìe saw mill and one fulling nrill, rvith ole h¿rlf of the rv¿¡s¡
poweÌ at this village. The other h¿rlf rv¿rs orvnecl by Jucl¡¡e
Isaac Johnson aucl 'Willi¿un 

tr'. Potter. -W-hitrn¿r,n 
sold the

s¿une in 1809, for $ 500 and thlee ar:res of land rvith it, it
beirrg his h¿lf of the plivilege, to l'eleg \Yilbrrr, Colr¡uel
George Amokl and others. 'Ihe n¿une of the coììceÌn was
then called the " Wushington Manufactuling Company."
This gave the n¿lnre to the villnge, rvhich n¿une it h¿s siuce
borne. The capital stoch rvas clivicled into thir.t.y-trvo shares.

Arnong the share holclers rvere C:lleb Kiltorr and John Biss-
ell. Mr. Bisseil \\'¿rs ¿ì, miller' ¿urd ¿l ruan of more than ordi-
rtilry natural aìrilities, anrl for those tirnes nmch of a mathe-
nraticiarr. His o¡riniolì \v¿rs ntuth sought and his decisi<-rus

\yere generally 1ìnal. The fìr'st factoly l'as built in 1812 antl
containecl 1500 spinrlles, a, large mill for those tirnes. Col.
Peleg 'Wilbur s'¿s chosen :rgent a position he hekl for three

,yeals ¿r,ncl rurtil 1815. The nill 'w¿r,s bnlrrt dorvn in 1826,
together rvith a silrv nrill, grist rnill, a thveiling house whicrlr
r\'¿ùs a tavern ¿¿ncl i¿ ca,ìentleriug rnill on the opposite side of
tlre river. It u'lLs a gleat fire. The 'W¿shingìun 

Company
o,,vtred trvelty-f'urn' sh¿n'es iurtl Johrr J. I(ilion six sh¿lres.

'l'ltese thirty sh¿rles compr.isecl the rvhole stoch, trvo sh¿lres

ìrrving been pleviousl.y surrlr. Col. Peleg Willrur, Olivel C.
\Villlur and 'fhom¿rs B. Willrur, three brother.s, norv constitu-
t,:,rl the W¿shingtorr Courpu,ny orvrring trventy.four sh¿rres of
tlrc oliginal plivilege. 'J hey erected ¿l stoue fairtory orr the
sit,, of the onr: lrrrlut, oue lnrudr.ecl ald trverrty-lìl'e feet L-rng
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if spoken to the creclit of Wilbur & \Yhipple, ancl most all
of the leacling business rncrr in the valley of the Pantuxet,
they gave up drinking and selling of all kincls of intoxicating
{r:irrks, fol the general good of the rvhole comrnunity.

W'ilbur & Whipple sokl in 1839, their factory to Joseph
Janres, lvho irt great experrse rnade many improvements on it
rvhich the profits of the b.si'ess woulcl 'ot w&rra't ancl in a
few yenrs he failecl. He was a vely enterplising yourìg. m&n
ard lMashington village flurished cluring the periocl he own-
eil a'd .'r this factory. rle was o'e of the largest cr'tri-
b'tors. and pri'cipal 

'ra'ager in buildirrg rvhat is callecl the
¿¡ Krrotty Oak Meeting Honse.'

The Coventry Manufacturing Company is fhe next belorv,
one nrile from Washington. The Coventry Conpany bought
their privilege of Mr. Jacob Greene, a brother of the cele-
bratecl Gen. N¿rthaniel Greene of the Revolutionary Army;
for the sum of $ 1500: October 14, 1805.

The stock of the company was rlivicletl into sixtee' shares.
The following gertlemen cornposecl the compa'y ancl orv'ecl
the number of shares placed after their names.

James Burrel, tlu'ee; Richarcl Jackson, John K. pitman,
William Valentine, Richard Autht nyr William Anthony,
Nathan Jacksou, two eaeh; Samuel Arnold, one.

I{on. James Burrell; ly general consent, was c]assed
rùmong the first mel of the State. He was choserr fc¡r seven-
teerr years Attorney Genelal of Rhocle Islancl, for several
years Speaker oI the House of Representatives, Chief Justice
of the Srr¡rreme Court, antl afterrvarcls Senator in Congr.ess;
¿l menrber of rvhich, he sickened and clied in the City of
Waslrington, Drc, 25.1820. He opposed the adrnission of
Missouri as a sl¿lve State. It .lv¿¿s thouglrt ¿lt the time, that
his arclerrt feeling in oppositiol to the fur.ther extension of
slavery, ha,sten':d his cleath. There was univers¿r,l sorrow all
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firm of W.ilbur & Whipple. This firm existerl for m¿¡y
years. Their store ancl counting r.ooln was on the rnaiii
street of the village ¿ì,Iìd w¿ìs a place of resort of the first
rnen of the villase aud vicinitlr arrd the politiurl heatl-quar-
ters of the learling politicians in that sectiorr of the State.

Hon. Tlromas 'Whipple, u'ils electetl sevelal times orre sf
the Senatols rurder the Oltl Ch¿r.rtet Governtnent and ¿l¡s

present Constitution ¿urtl ciectetl Lieuteuant Govelnor of the
St¿rte on tìre ticket rvith the Horr. Ileruy B. Anthony, frorn
1849 to 18õ1. He rv¿rs ¿¿n ¿rble rìì¿uì, ¿ù shlervcl politiciau
aud a goocl stateslrì¿uì. A gerrrtlenran of great irrtegrity and
<¡f noble plinciples. As a rnau of souud iurlgment he hatl
ferv superiols iu the st¿r.te. IIe lvas the f¿lther t¡f the sonre-

rvhat famous Cronrrvell Whipple 'who for a ferv years figured
so promiuently in the politics o{ Kent County. His pa.rtne¡
Col. Peleg Wilbur, \v¿ìs ¿uì able busiuess rììrùrì, a good politic-
i:rrr, nrrrclr a st¿ltesrnau, aud a yerfet't gentlent.tut, He repre-
sentecl the torvn of Covently severa,l years in the Legisláture
in the tine of the oll Reinrblican ¿urd X'etleral parties. Onc,c

'when, his parly coultl rhoose the Sireaker of the House of
R:presentatives theT o1ï,r:-l the posibiou to hin; ¿lucl he

rvus strongly ulgecl to t¿rhe it. But he ltlonrptly decrlined.

He rv¿rs corrsirlered at the tinre one of the ablest legislators nf
tha,t body. He 'was, at oùher times, urgecl to stand for Gov-

errìor, ¿urtl for Sen¿rtor irr Crlrtg'r'ess, rvlteu he corrltl h¿lve beerr

easily electecl. But he tlerlinetl l¡oth. Then the oflice of
r3eneral of the Staie I\[iliti¿l rvas olfeletl ltin; turtl he declined
llris horror ¿llso. He toltl urr: mc¡r'e th¿ut outre, thilt he hacl

n:r objectiun to b:liug c¡rlleli Colonel, bnt coultl n'rt endure
tire lr¿lrne of Gener¿l or of Governor, saying', '( tlre titles rvere

'LoO grea.t fOt'ltilÙ." He hatl ¿s ni.,e ¿r sense 0I propriety as

¿ìiì.y pelsorì I ever surv. He tltjttrr:d tln ttst¿ ol'rll ltintls qÍ'
'it¿;o¡'icrttit¿y l,íyrcrs, tt¿tl tr¡but't:t¡ in rúl its J'ornt,s. Antl be
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too x'As a nìenìber of the Society of X'r.iencls. 'W-illiam Ant-
¡ony rvas ther father of the late General J¿rmes G. Anthony,
anil of the l¿te Sen¿tor Henry B. '{nthony.

'Ihe rnen rvho com¡roserl the Coventry Ccxnpany, .weïe 
sorne

of the Pioneers of cotton ur¿lnufactrrr.iug in this country.
This Cornpany chose Sanuel Arnokl agent iu proviJence,

ßichard A'th'rry agert at the nrill ancl l[illiam A'thony
srrperi'tencle't t¡f the mill. The trench was clug in the aut-
runn of 1805. The first mill rv¿rs eighty feet long and thirty
feet rvirle, a.d was f isheri i' 1806. This is sairl to be the
third cotton factory ereeted in this country.
Perez Peck, crornrvell Pecrk a'cl Jo.atha' Tiffany, 

'rarle 
the

rnachi'ery irr the okl grist mill on the prernises. These men
rvere all mechauics,. but knerv nothing of the collstr.uction of
nrachinery except what they learnt as they we't along in its
constnrction ander the guidence ancl instnrction of Willi¿rn
A'thorry, the then superinte'clent, rvho was e goocl rnechanic
a'd ingenio.s marì. Besicles he hacl r'a,de himself faniiliar
rvith the constmction antl operation of macbinery

There w¿rs an arlclition of thirty-o'e feet aclcrecr t' the
lenth of the factory, ma,hi'g it o.e h''clred ancl eleve. feet
Io,g artl it co't¿ri'etl a'd.'r fiftee' h.rdrecl spitlles, a large
mill for those early days of cotto' spi.'ing rvhen it rvas in
its infaucy. Difficulties to over,corìÌe rvere great, but the.y
rvere ¿rll eonc|rered ìry the ingenuity and indonrritabie persever-
a'ce of these rne'. 'rhis nrill rvas P.t in successf.l opPera-
tion.

A great fresÌret occ'rrecl i' the latter Part of the rvirter
of 1807. It rag'etl in ¿lll the r.ivers over Nerv Englanrl anrl
h¿ls since been referred to as r, the gleat freshet of 1807.,'
Probnbly the rivers 'f Nerv Engla'tl a'rl especially those of
Rhotle Isla,'ri, have 

'eve' bee' s, high si'ce. This freshet
c¿l,rìre rìe¿rr rvashiDg a,rvay the exPensive rvorks of the coventr.y
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thro'gh New r'gl¿.d a'rr trre 
'.'_sr¿lverrr¡ltli'g states a¡

'is.eat'. 
R'o.e^rslara rras 

'rriraìrl.y 
rìe\¡er si",it ,r,r"nt,to*

replesentative to Congress or olìe rrlì,, ert lciscrl a g.rea¡g¡iIrflue'ce i, Washi.g.tolì; or ore rvìr.s' ttirlttt,s ,rrrr. ,7rr,
Ir¿rve bee' ',r." 1,,r,,,,ir,ltsl.t1 ,,lr*"irl,n,l. .Ihe llr.. *;í;:iS. Bulgess, urarrietl one of his at,t,<,nrPìisht,d tlauelrters.

Ho.. Iìich¿l.l J¿*,I<s'n, *r.trre,, t,f th,, 1,,,op'iì.t,,r* ,,r ,h.Coverrt'y Crurpa'y,_ alrly re'r,ese'tetl t'is ,..{t¿rie i,, C,,r,i..,r**
fronr Nov. 11, 1.30.9, t,i t.siS. IL, 1y¿¡g p.nr;,t",,i',li ,,,.'w-'rshiugion 

x'ire Lls.r'a'.e L)rruPurr.y, fr.or' its,,r,g,*r,irlrtit,u
to the tirne of his deatrr. -Ho 'r"*, il s'errtreurirr, .,? lt-"^t¿u¿

'Pi'iorrs, of sriuutl j'tlg're,t arrtl ¿rt all tir'es ¿r 
'eli¿rhl. ur¿r'.'l'e l¿rte G,ver'.r', H,,r. cr,.r'les,Iarrrrsr¡u,-Gc.rrge Jì"r,r,,n,

'rrr'e 
Erlit'r of the ptrvirle'ce J'.r.'al; u,,,1 trro n"r,. ü.,,ryJaclis'n, D' D', rvere rris s'rs. Trr. lrrte lri.rrs r,Iiss. prrcbe

Jackson lately cleceased, rvas his tlilughter.
N¿tha, Jackso', a'otrre.' o\vlìer, ,uì,., n brot'e' eF Rit,rr¿rtl,a.d lil<ervise a 

'rterr 'ra'. He rrertl trre ,rlice ,f r";;, óìo*trf Provi.euce for ura'y ye¿ì.rs. Every .frit,iar d,c.ure't trrat
eureu¿¿ted fi'onr the to.wn ¿¿uthorities rv,rs sig.uerl, ,( N¿t|a'J¿rclisolt Torvu Clelk." He n.¿r,s ,lr, l,,,rrur,",.l''rr.or,rlror ììï'Ur_Sor,icty of Fr.ier,ls.

-- 
s¿u*rel A'',rcr, \yas ¿ì' e.ri'c,.t ruert.rrarrt'f IJr'videllt,e.

He 'u'as tho f¿rthel of trre r¿rte l1'r. s¿ru.rt,r c. ¡.r,,irl,.,r¿
g'r.'r.-flrthe. rf ar"rtr_.G.e..e, Est1., .f trris 

'it¡,; 
a-,il.u,r-gnislr,'tl Lrrvyer. of this St¿rle.

willitrru v.lerrtirre, ¿,lr¡ther' o\\'rìer', *,as rir¡er-ise a' e.ri't,'true't'h¿'rt of lr.tivide,t,e, .,tl u,,,1,,i.,,,1 . rilrge f,,.tu,rn--f.,"tlr'se tiul.s. IIe ì\.as orìe ,f the i,,,,r,rle.s ,,i't,lro f,all lÌiverIr'on Wollis.
Iìir'h¿r,rrl ¿ruti Willi¿un Antlrorìy, \r.er,c sons of l)¿lniel Ant_h,rr.y, ¿¿.'ted slrìveyor'¿rutr rr¿rillcrrr¿rtit.i.' ,rt u,,i,,y. 

- 
u*
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Oorrr¡rrrtr.1'. lì,ir,lrrn.,l ¿rrrrl \\¡ illilrrn A rrtlrorr.y, ¿¡¡rrl [r.r..z p1,1.¡,¡rntl :r.ll t.lr. lrlrl. lr.rrir,rr rrt'lr <¡r'r,rrt, r.iillr¡¡r,,,,,,,í ,,i,.;,,;i1., ìí,,,.r.,,,tf'r'r,rrr s.rrsrrl l. s.rrr.is. t, srr'. tt,,, 
.,i,¡ll ¿rrrrl tt,,, 

'1,l*ji,,,,*;,,,,

*'r.hs f'r'r,rr lr.irrg *,¿rsrr.tr r\\'ir..),. 'r'rrìs trr..y rr,,r,,,rrr1,ri*rr'ç,ì, r,,,tri.'r.f irrr.s rrr, f,lrr,r'isli ,,f't,ll.ir.rlrvrr lirr,s. rrr It,,,,,l,tisr,,
ílr.r'r,r'lrs rrrr.llr.r,g.r.r,.l, l'r.r,slrr,t. \\/illi,rrrrr Â,,t1,,,,f. j,,:, ;;;;1sif'l¡ rvlrll' sr;r'on.q' rrr,lc rrr,,ricrr rncrr rrc rrlr,rr irr ít,u'u;t,,,*,,,
Llrir'l;.y ()r.rr()r.(,, \\,(,r,(\ lrl) lrll rril¡lrl; lo s.itrc llrt, ¡¡¡ill ¡,,,,,¡,,,,.t,r,t;lur,, ¡r.,lrrlrl.1'*.,r.Ilr *,,r,,,, 1,,,,,ìir.t,rls .l. llr,rrsrrrrls,rijìì,1,,,r.*,
rrrrrl thc.y srr.r'.rtlr.tl irrrr.ir¡e ir,. 1ür. t,¿r'-rrÍì. ,f t,he l,,rlr.lr,,,,ulllrrli. il¡ tlr. rrirrrrr., ìrrrt rr.1, g.r,r'irt ex.r.ri.rrs tlrey rrr.¿r'ctr itrvitlr 

'.r..!' st,r..rrg',l,irrrlrt,r.s, i1,,., 1,,.,,,,,rrrt,irrg, it fr.,,u, l,.oot,i,,¡3.irr tr'r¡ l'i.r'r's. 'I'lris .rr¡r-lrg w¿rs,rf ,,r'ìrit" ."rr, 
"igrJ"",r]i,i,,1,o.Éi([..r'e' 1l'lris srr,*'s *'rr¿rt * t..'r.,rrr¡rrs 1,r,,rr,..J*,r. ì,,rr,,*r,,

rr¡rrrr it by the i.r ¿rrrrl *,*ter,. rI¡r<l it ì,r,,I.e 
"1,,n. iu t,,uurr'tlrirrg r''rrlrl l*r'e srr'r,rr r¡'e'f th. {¿r.t,r,ies, trre,,,*";ìlr:

slro¡r rrrrrl tlre oilrcr,_ brriltlirg,s, er,er¡ thc ,,r"r, ,ri .,u,rri.-ìJu,,l,l
Ir¿r't: lrcerr t,¿u,r,ierl rl,,urr str.t,iurr.

Irr tlrc.ir.l.y rl*.1,s,f c,rtt<¡r rrrnrrrrf*r,trrr.irrg trre rvrri¡r¡rirrg
lr¡¿l.lrir¡. f.r' .k'rrrirrg' .<¡ttrll rrirtl rl't r,,,,,,r i,lvï,t",r. 

- 

iitrr*¿1' lr3 
.r,lt,rr.rrerl 

lry ìrrrrrrl. \\,(lnr(ìrì antr clrikrlon toorr tlro,,utt,r,,l, tlr.i' s.r'.r'*l lrr.rt,s ilr r,rrrrrrrr,s,fi tu,.r'. lr,rrrrrls,,,r,,J,,r,,,1
rr f'tcr' ¡rit'king' ¿rrrrl t'lt,ir,lring it, t,lrey rvorrrrr retrrrn it to trrerrrill u,rrrl nrr,cir.r,. lif,t.1, <,r,rrts for, Ilre irvul,,,, ¡rorrrrtls. Wìrrror,
rrrrtl t,lriLir.r,l r,onlrl lrc st,r,n rlrrily, t,irr.r,yirrg.ì,ott,lr t.,,,,,r'ola
ltrl;rrlrrilrg rvitlr it to tlre lrrills.

. 1'l]1,(j.r'.rrtr'.y orrrrpirrr.l, rr.iIt trr.ir, s.t,.'rr or rì()\r, frr<rt,ry
i¡r llìlo. It *'¿rs ,rr* rrr¡rrrr'.rr ¡rrrrl tw,r,rrt¡.-rìn,, r.".,t i,r,,i,,,,,ttlr. s'*th .rrrl rv.s six,st,'r.i.s rrisrr. irìrris r^rirtrirg f,;;ì,;r,,y
.y('irrs \\'¿rs {,lrrr lrielrost lrrrirrrirrg irr r,rrc,!trr,tr, iurrr rr,¿ùs ¿uì orrietrt,f .t,{r.r,ti,r lr.y irll *,1'usiru,it;. ifhis is tlrr, l,rril,lirrf'ti;;;;_,,
.x.itt'<l th. rv'rrl.r'i¿rrrr ¿rrrrrri.irtir¡¡r ,fi trr. rirt. T,,lr! B;;.,;.,,,
u'lrcrr ir lroy. J\Lrrr1, ¡.t,irr.s irf,tt,r., u,he rr he rvas oli of ühe
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ffrst business men in the State, ancl had become a rnillionare;

he was urgecl to travel iu Enrope, he rn¿rcle this reply, that he

þ¿r1 arrivecl at that state of mincl, that rrothing he rnight see

i¡ Europe; not even Saint Peter's iu Rome, coukl ever excite

þis rvonclel as the great Anthony factory dicl rvhen a ltoy.
fhróe of the first stories \vere of stone ancl the three top

stories were of woorl.

The war of 1812 w&s Íì great benefit to our yoruìg cotton
panufactulers. They coilerl money cluring this rvar, but
they rvith every bocly eìse, rejoicetl rvhen peace rv¿rs declared.
This rvas great all over the Unitecl States, but it was a sorry
tinre for our yourìg rnanuf¿rcturers. Most of the cotton fac-
tories h¿cl to stop, for the country rvas flooded rvith foreign
goocls. It ry¿rs this occasion tìrat inrlucecl D¿r,niel Anthony
uncle to the late Senator, Anthony to write his poern, entitl-
ed, the (( Desertecl Yillage." Coventry village rvas cleserted.

The power loorn rvas inventecl at this time ancl started in
1817. Previous to thi.s, the ya¡r 'wìrich was sprur in t¡e
factories, lvas srove on hancl looms. All cotton factories as

soon as they could get them, put the power loom in their
mills ancl they started again and once more corìrrììencecl to
nrake rnoney.

'I'he Coventry Cornpany built a rnachine shop in 1810, anrl
let it to Perez Peck, Oromlvell Pech and Johu Tr.uernan. In
1814, Cromrvell Peck and Mr. Truem¿rn sold out to Perez
Peck ¿rrd retired from the concer.n, rurrl Perez Pecl< nrn it
alone. He carlied <,n the lmsiness of making' nrachincly for
many years, successfully, ancl aceluired a hanclsone pr:operty.
He rvas an honoretl ¿lncl devotecl rnember of the Sor,iety of
tr'rientls. He spent his days in the village living to be nearly
ninety years olcl.

I[é now resume the history of the Coventry Company.
Richarcl Anthony sold his right to the Conrpany in 1816,
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ancl removccl to North Providence. \yilli¿ur ranthon.y bec¿rhe
the agent iurrl sole rìì¿ìrìag'er at the nrill in C-oventry urr,t *-rn¿ri.etl s.r'h rrrtil his rleath, rvhi.h occr.r.rerl-muy iz, rÀ+s,
ag'ed se'.'ty ycars. He tlierl a chr.istia' i, the fi lt hn¡a 61a blessed inrruortality. Not t¡ne¡ of tht, olig.inr,l ,,.r.rru'n* n*any of their. <les;t.t,rrtì^rrts, ('\ïrì .r]. I,rrrt'f tfis,.,e,re1t property

'ow. It |assed irtr the Jrartls rfl the lute 'r'.ll.y 8.,ì"e' a.dcy.*s a'ti stel l,e' Ililrris. It is '.\\. o\rlì.(l ì,y a c()ì,po'a-
ti,. Ilc'r'y \\r. 

^Garrli.c' 
is . ì.rge r,.,r,,"" auil stqrherr

Hiu'ris is asr,r.t. E.tìr rf the rltl farrtories rvere take,r, ,iu,on
a,'cl a re*' fir'st class 'rill u'as lr*ilt on the prr:urises, a, ferv
rt¡ds s'rth ,f tl*r rlrl ones,rvith ¿ t,apa.ity of lì3r132 sPinclles
arlrl 736 l.onrs. The l¿rte sen¿rtt¡r Arrthony, \\,¿rs orìe ,rf this
Conrpa.y rvhelr he tlierl, rr'tl n,¿rs the la¡;t ,f the clescrrndants
of the oliginal pr.opr.ìetols,

'l'he Presurrt prprrlati,lr rf the rill:rge is ¿lr<¡rrt ,re th,usanrl
Irr the early purt ,f J.rrer1.922, tht: c,r,e'tr.y Ùr¿,.f¿rctur-

i'g' c''rPa'y 1i.t ¿ù rìer\¡ rvheel irt, thei' r,ltl fa.tory ¿ultl lvlr.
Iìtrssell Rrig'g's rv:rs thi'ir frre'r'st rv,r'lirr¿r,r. Ai .,,,xr he
blrckecl the rvheel ( ,s 'lvas sriplr.sed ), irr 'rcler.to g, iusicie
r¡f it ¿rf'tcr tli',r:r' t. tr.'l'lelr,-,. t<¡ t¿Lke it t. Pieces t, get it
,.t tf thc *uf ir r.rle.' t, p.t irr the ,erv l,heel. All iarr,l,
rve,t t, rl.irrrrr:r'. Aítel rlinner l\ir,. Blig'gs \l,¿rs unr.ng the
first to ¿r'r'ivri, u'itlr h¿rlf ¿r tlozen othels. Iìtr str¡1¡1¡s¡l i,,, ¡u
< r;e .f ihr ¿ r. s r,f tl e r l.< e-, l:,r,l i.g.r(as *u,, .,,1r1,.ir,,d)rtll.t
it r'¿rs l¡Lrt'lrctl s' thrt it .r,rrLì rrrt tur,rr;lrnt as lri^st,,1,1,ãrl on
t, it, liis *'eigìrt st¿utetl thc *,lret¡l irr r'r,ti.u lr'rl it *¿is t1,",,
tr¡. l¿rt. fo' hi.l trl ret.,cirt, i¿rrrl the rìex[ ¿ùl.rì-r of the rvheel
stnr<'li hirn ol the lrt:¿rl lrrrl r,l'.rrriherl it lletrvt,err the lr,ln of
tlre l'ìreel ¿rrrtl tlrc stt¡rrt, l'¿rll oíl tlle 1yl¡1,i1pit. B.y this tinre
r'ost ,11 tirr, 'ir rr h¿rrl ¿rr.r,ir.i:<Ì. lì lrril, ¡¡¡1,,,r,d tlre ivlrer,i ì,¿.,11
¿rntl t.r¡l¡ ìliui r;ut ¿ìs s()orì as tli,-,y l,,rrsilrly t,'ultl rurti Ì¿ritl hill
ou tlrc glotrrrtì, ilrrtl 1.rii ¿¡ ll,irllo olr tlle f let.test holse of the
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conrpany's and one of the hancls was placed on its bare baclr,

¿rrd he, bare footerl and bare heacletl put the horse into ¿u

rrrn for Dr. Sylvestel l(night, ¿t Centleville, one mile arvay.

îþe Doctur arrivecl in less than thirty miuutes; but Mr..
Br.iggs barely breatherl a ferv gasps after his arrival. Dre¿rl-

ful antl sltocl<ing acciilents tùr'e veïy conìnìolì now, but then
they were yery rare. This rvas the on'y one that occured i¡
that regiou for ma,ny years. People talherl about it for
nronths ancl even yeats afterry¿rds. This Mr. Russell Briggs
was grantl-father of Mr. Beri¿r.h 

-Wall of this city, ancl rvas

in general âppearalìce, ltis mr-rdel of a man.
In the early dnys of cotton manufacturing, there l,ere lrut

trvo holitlays in a year. The help in the factories .worl<erl

from sunlise to sunset in the longest days in surnmer, rvith
only one h¿lf hour for ble¿kfast anrl the sane for dirurer..

Some fact,ries we't to 'rv,rk fiftee' r'i'.tes iref,r,e s..r.ise
arrcl rvorketl for fifteen minutes after sunset, rnahing fourteen
aud oue h¿¿lf horu's labor for all. The snrallest chilrh'en h¿rl
to rvorl< these hours rvith the otìrer help. Irr rvinter they
rvelrt tu rvor'ìr ¿rs early as they coukl see in the nroming antl
rvorhetl until eiglrt o'clocìc in the evening. They hacl to
rvork evenings six rnonths in the year or one half of the tinre.
frr rnost fa,ctory villages there rvas great rejoicirrg on the
20th, of M¿uch rvhen they. g'ot tlrrough rvorlring eveuings.
A.t Coventry Factory (norv called Anthony ), for sever.¿rl

yeaÌs, a plocessiolì \vas folmed rvith narsh¿rll rnusic. E¿lch
lnan antl boy cilrried a lightecl cantlle and tirey rvoultl nrarr,lr
nnrler oiïìcers choseu for the occ¿rsiolr to one of the neiig'hllor-
ing villages ¿uxl return. They rver.e usually treated l'ith
cr¿rckers and cheese ¿nrd sonre kinri of \rr¿rrnì drinl<. They
all'ays c¿llculated on ¿r rousirg goocl tiure, autl thought they
h¿tl it.

5
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be¿t lrr.' i\{r. SLeldon Burton, rvho had the rcPutation of be-

irrg the ltest tlmnunel in the St¿lte.

There rvas t¡rite a ll,ill¿lnt oonìp¿ìny of for.ty or rrìore of
yourì{t ¡eople livirrg in Covently, \Y¿r.l'ich ¿urrì Crauston;
.ryho use to rneet together many times ¿l ye¿tr. :ltrd have ver.y

ple:rsurrt soci¿rls. 'I'his rv¿rs o'e of the ple:lsantest ¿rssoci¿ltiols

of youlg people I ever s¿rrv assernble tog.ether.. '_['hey.ncre
¿r virtuous uutl mole than ordinary refiued class of J¡oluìg
¡reople. l\'Ir. D¿lniei Renrington of this city, is the only gen-
tlonr¿ur nrlrv living, rvho rvas c,'lrc:tltecl rvith this (.orììl)¿ùrìy.

I{is fir'st partncr in business ry¿rs Mr. Daniel lì. Whituuur,
rvho clierl nrolc tlì¿ur trventy yeiì,rs ¿rg'o \v¿rs ¿ù prourinent le¿rtler

il tlris corììpalìy.
i\'Ir. \Yilli¿nr Anthony, Jr., son of \Yilli¿m Anthony agent

of the Cor.entry l\I¿unrf¿rrrturing Company. aurl ¿lrr eklcr llro-
tlrcr of tlrc ìrLte Ger¡. J¿rrrrcs G. iurtl Sòru¿i,rr. llerrr.y B. Ârrt-
hony, rv¿ìs oÌre of this conìl):ùrìJ. He rvas ¿ì youÌì{Ì' nran of
nruch ¿lrilitl', a sratlu:lte of the Frieritls School of this city,
aritl pe'h¿1)s w¿ì,s olle of the nrost talented youlìg. men i' the
Sttte. FIe rva,s unilversally popular with all rvho linerv hinr.
N,ble i' his llrinr,iPlc.s, lmt lilie rther ;ro.rrg' rììelì, he lrr.ed ¿r

goorl tinrt-., bnt being'of r.¿rther a feeble coustitrrtiou, aurl l¿t-
her careless of llinrself as yourìg'people ar.e aptto be, he.nert
ilto t'olrsu.rption, and ling'cletl firr' ¿rbout a ye¿rr and died in
1fì24; larrrcntetl by illl, oltl ¿rntl youngi lich an<l poor. ni¡;^lrt
of tlrc yollrìg' r'nerr lrc ¿rss,t:iatetl n'ith l'ele selerrtr-'tl as lre¿lr.er.s.

Ht-' tr.¿rs .a.r'ietl t, Cc.lrt'evilìe ¿rrrrl ìrrrr.ied i, the {rtnrily J^'.i*l
tflorurrl. Tlrr.r'e \v¿rs a, pr.ocessi<ln of r,h¿lise ¿l thir.rl of ¿r rnile
Lllg'th¿rt follorvt¡tl him to thc glave. The Covcntry Fuctoly
sto|ped the cll.y of the frur,:le¿rl th¿rt ¿ll .nrig-ht h¿lve ¿r,n oppr)r-
turrity tt¡ ¿rttcrrrl. Th,.lr.e rvere fe'n' th.y r,r; cs in that g.r,cat
t't'orytl. I{e llrct rvith a churrge of lle¿r,t on his dt:¿rth becl
r¿ltl rlied a tliuurplulut tle¿rth. l\[r.. Sheltlon Burtorr, his most
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flutil rviiìri'¡ a fel' ¡elit's thele \Yele hrtt trvo holitìlrys i¡¡

Rhode Isl:urd. 'I'hese rvere the 4th, 0f July arrtl Tìr¿Dksgiy-

ing. The 4th,' of July tv¿ts matle rl ¡¡'t'eitt tìe¿rl of antl the

iloys tnticipatetl it rveel<s beftu'r. it t,t'crtrretl, ar,tl rrriltltr 
1l¡n.

paurtions for it. l\[ost every 4th, liloru 1824 to 18:]0 the

villages of Centreville, (Joventry arr<l Clorupton, \\'ould lìtìite
in eelebr¿rting it. A coturttittee o{ tltl'ce or lìve, l'ortltl bs

:rppointecl frtuu tltese villages. John Àllerì \Y¿ls cltairtna,n,

¿nd Olivel Johnsou's hotel irt Celltreville rvas allays the heatl

quartels.
A procession rvoultl be fortlretl in l'rorrt of l¡is hotel arrd

rn¿rlch to the r( Tin'top lfeetitrg Iìouse,," ¿ts it rvas ca.lletl, ¡
tlistance of over half a rtlile froln ()liver Joltllsou's }Iotel a¡d
listen to ¿ur or'¿rtiolì, ¿trìd thetl m¿rlch bach to Joìtltstltt's Itt¡tel

to dine. I lemeullter trvo of tlte ol'atiotts on these oc(:ilsions.

Ailler.t G. Greeue ¡f t|is t,ity, t-lelivcretl arr oì'¿ìtiorì th¿lt rvas

very hif¿'hly s¡rol<en of. He rv¿rs tlte anthol of tha,t llopular
poern t( Oltl Grinres." The next yertr' \Veltrolue Rurrl-ess.

oltiest son oT the celcbra,tetl Trist¿urr Burgess; d"livereithå
rn'atitttt. \

Oliver Johnsot.t's hoterl rv¡s alrvays he:rrl-t¡rarters, autl Col.

Iìþgfles Iìull<t¡ rvits trll'ays i\[ltlsh¿ll. On tìrese occ,¿tsitl¡s lte

rrsulllly rocle his brtlther Hor¿ltio Btuke's lll¿tcl< h<¡r'se, olìe of

the harrtlsontest horses in tìl¡rt leqiorr. Tltese 4th of July

.r:l.lrr..ti.,s \vele per'{,r'tttetl *'ith ¿r, tlig'rlit)' rtnù sart'et/. tttt:'

'ttt(,nt(), rnlkttowtt in this ltltrseltt light ¿rrd tliffiil¡¡ a'ge ott tlte

retrrr,rl oll tlr¿rt Sitt,retl (ttttli ti(.i's(ti'!/ . 'l'lte tllttsitl oll tlìe o('ca-

si6¡rr t,ousistetl of ¿r fìfrl, iì sltitt'o ¿ttltl ¿1, lxtsc th'um; ¿trtl t'it'lter

ol lletter rlr¿tt'sh¿ll music was tì€ìvet hcaltl. \Y¿shirrgton's

ru¿rrch \\¡¿tS otìe of the tttners ¿tlwi[ys playeti on t]tese ot:c¿tsiolls.

llvrrr.ytlrirrg rllnc rv¿rs cnrllìeruiltir: of the Iìt:t'ol.tttionaly Peliotl
t[e.], \\ro¡e t'gttrtuettr6rtrtittg. 1lIe stl¿rle tfu'rtr¡ rv¿ls ¡sually
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il:timate frientl, \yas olìe of his bearers. Soon after he rvs¡¡
into a tlecliue and 'rvithin tu'o yenrs he clied rvith consrrnrp.

tion, antl in about aut¡ther yeilr another of his bearers llassed
arvay n'ith cousumptitru. This rv¿rs Mr'. Geolge Miller 6q

Walrvick.
The gleat Tenperance Refonnation rvas comltettcetl in t¡e

v:r,lley of the P¿'rvtnxet in 1827 ¿urd 1828. Ä Temperance

Society l'as fonned in every village on botlt lrr'¿ncltt¡s <lf the
Ptvtuxet, ¿urd rnost of the respectable people joined thenr

arrcl clid all they coulcl to lefonn the people flonr the pern,ic-
ious l¿abit of intetnpe't"enee, :rud they srrc,ceeded urostgìor.
iously I The snriles a,rrrl applollatit¡n of he¿lven seernerl to
lest u¡rou their efforts. -Most all the ft¡r'eurost llusiness ¡nen
joinetl these societies, and grea.t good w¿rs acconìplisheil by
theur. The ur<llal aturosphere .was iurpxrvecl irr the lvhole
St¿rte.

'lhe next nrill, only a ferv lods belorv is Quichrick. The
vill:rges ¿re conuecterl.

Stephen T¿ft founelly orvnerl this plopetty. He h¿il
tllree f¿rctories autl run ¿llrout onc lnulth'etl ¿lntl trventy-five
ìooms. Mr'. James M. I(imb¿lll, norv oue of our leatling antl
rvealthy llusiness rnen, irr his yonnger days, w¿rs one of the
ovel'seers irr 1\[r. Taft's factoly. Plevious to Mr.. Tafts orvu-

inf¿ this propertyr it rvas ¿Ì p¿ùper rnill, lmt lvas altered into a

cr¡tton factoly. Betrveerr this plar,e ¿urd Arthouy, there rvas

previons to the Revolutionaly War a Fur,g'e, in rvhich it is

sairl, tlriut Gen. N¿ltìraniel Greeue rvolked rvhen a boy. Mr.
Stcpìrerr Taft ut orre tine, trt¿s t/¿e'u:crùthrst ¡tuu¿'in, Ll)t'utt?'y
anrl rv¿rs 1-relhaps l'orth $ 15(),000; lnt he uu<lertook the

r,¿rlico |r'inting bttsittr,ss, antl it friiletl him. He rvent to C¿li'
folnia, ¿nd tlietl thele, poor'. A reur¿rrl<¿lble iust¿urce of the

rtr\¡else of fr¡rtuue.

THE PÁ,IVTUXÐT VÁ,LLEY. 241..

The property then l'ils ptrc,hitsed by the fimr o{ A. & W-.

Sprag'ue; and Eurarmel Rice became one of the Company.
Trvo large fact,ries rvere b'ilt co'tai.i'g 251000, spi'clles
¿nri 600 krorns. The olrl village rvas cornpletely renovatecl,

tn¿tìy new :rncl l:rrger chvelling houses were erectecl, ancl it
bec¿rme one of the hanclsomest villages .in the valley of the
P¿wtuxet. Spr.ague named it Quiclnick after the Quiclnick
Reservoir. After the failure of A. &lV'. Splagne, the rnills
fell into the hands of a corporation, of whorn Mr. Wiltiam
D, Davis and Henry A. Hirìtlen, are the largest owners.
They run 31,460 spinrlles ancl 875 looms. It rvas ñear this
village that the Baptist Denomination built a lalge Meeting
Honse in 1808 to acconunoclate Coventry, Centreville,Crornp-
tou, a'd ¿ll the 

'eighbori'g villages; as there rvas 'o rther
meeting house iu any of these villages, ancl for a number of
years ilftelrvarcls. This house rvas a gr.eat blessing to all this
region. The blessecl seasons enjoyed there rvill never be
forgotten. John Allerì \v¿ìs a rnember here aud dietl in hopes
of a blesserl imrnortality

l\fr. Em¿uruel Rice rvas a brotherin.law to Amasa ancl Hon,
William Sprague. He superintenelerl the Natick faetories for
over thirty yeam, ancl until his cleath, which occurred in
1861, at the comrnencement of the War of the Rebellion. He
\vas & rrlan of great energy ancl persever.ance. Tìrough often
rough ancl severe in his rnarìner.s, rvas rvith it all a l<iud he¿rt-
ed man. His influence \yas veÌy rhaÌkecl in the community.
His loss was deeply f:lt. He rvas a man that rvas generally
fearetl, ancl yet lvas a great favorite and very highly respected
r¡y all classes.

The next village below Qniclnicl<, less than ¿r rnile south of
it, is Cromptun, a village of ¿rbout three thousantl inh¿rbitants.

The mills here rurì 40,000 spinclles ancl 1,000 looms.
Sixt¡five yeals ago, there rvas but olle factory here ruuring
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a,bt¡ut 41000 sllintllcs' Tlre ¡':u'rr \\'as \yo\:r) otuhi¡nrl ìoorrls i¡,l sepa,rrrte lruildirrg. I rlo uot linr¡rv l'ho u'cle the origirr¡l
ploltrietors, but irt this tinre Ih'. Ben'iirrrrirr Cozz,ens rv¿rs t¡e
plincipiil 1n'opriotor, ¿ultl Johu J. \\roorl tr'¿is his ¿rucrrt *rlù
rìì¿nì¿rgeÌ. Next ür'lLrvl'onl Titus tooli llre irg'oìì(.J', lrtrt, irr grrg

or trvo .ytrru's he l.¿ts t¿rlien sir l< ¿nl<l tìictl, u tlirrrtrplrarrt r]1:atl¡

ilr the fìr'nr lleìierf irntl expct:t¿rtiorr of il hllrpr- irrrurorttlity.
l'h'. Sarrf'onl Ðulf'er¡ tlrerr took thr, irg't'rrr,.y arrrl hrrtl it fi¡
sevt¡r'¿Ll J'e¿u's. This vilì¡g'rl rvas alriir.1's ir stilrirr,g 1r|Lr:g.
Siuce the {ilst fjlt,trx'¡' rv¿rs lnrilt. tlro []onrliulrl- ìtirvc ìrt,rt,rr iu-
cle¿rsing' tlrt'ir' lrusiness riutil tlrry hui'rr lerrllrr,rl tlrcìr' ln,ssgrrt
stze. The ag'ents, John J. \\roorl, ()r'rtrvforrl Titrrs ruliì S¿rrr-

l'oltl I)rrr'ílt)o; \\¡rrle nreruirels oI the Bllitist L]lrrn't'h ¿nltl gc¡tlc-
ruerr oil the higlrt'si lcspct.tulrilit¡'.

Ther Sr¡rrtìr-u'est Rlaurrh tulrs nr¡r'th ir¡ tìris vllLrl'. IIIùf
t llrile rtoltlr flt,nr helr, is f.lrntlrvillo. Tlrr f il'st, l'irltor.y llrrilt
Iru'e is s¿rirl to lre tlrr Sct,ourI frrctoly lxrilt iu tlris <,orrrrtr,y.

Tlre fìr'st at (1o1'1¡¡¡¡¡y l'as s¿rirl tr¡ lrt, tlrr¡ Thilrl. Tlre Ct'ntre-
çilll f irctor't' \\'irs , ¿rllt,rl tlrr, '" \\rrrlri illi llrurrrl'rrttrrlirrg' ('lon¡

I'¿rììy." It rv¿rs cornposerl of \\Iilli¿ulr Âìnry, J¿unt¡s (ìr'eerre,

rrrrtl J<llut Allen. It rvrrs ¿l srnirll rnili t,r'rt,tt'tl on i,lrc rvt'st sitle

oË the rir,el ulrout I7fl8 or'lTfl9. ln lfì()S auotlrer furrtor.y

rv¿rs ìiuilt on the e¿rst sitlc of the lir.t,r' ¿urd Johu Gl't'crre ¿urtl

Gitìcolr Gnrr,nr, rvt'l'e lrìtk:rl to tlre (.orììl)¿ìrìT. fi'lrr, nill l'irs
painterl g'r{'elì llr(l t\\'o (lltcrrcs \\'{l'o ()\rncì's ¿rrrrl it rv¿rs r,r¡llcd

tlielefot'c tlte ¿' Gleclr Flr'tor'.1'." !i'ìrr'.1 o1rt,r'rrtctl i'lrclt' tlrout
(ir(XX') spirrrllcs rrlrl 1ñO lr¡orns. i\fi'. .Jolir (:l rtt'nc lrt,r.¿riut,tlte

solo t¡l'ltel' fol suvt'r'¿rl .r'il¿u'ü br.Í'ore lre rlietl, l'llir.ir tocli plrtle
in 1S52.' Tltc plo¡rt'r'ty l'¿rs lrour¡lrt lr.1' 1rr'illiurr I). I)rrr-is,

rvlto soll it to Iìeut¡tlict Lllrh:rlr irr 1852; l'lro err:r,terl a ìllgc
artrl lt¿ttttìsonre storrc firi tor'.r- in l.S7 l. Il is orrt, o{ tlrt-, lrt'st '

urills irr the Stale, antl is uorv lrurnirÌg :ì(l,Oix) spiryllcs rrntl
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650 Lronrs. I\{r'. Laphnm diecl r ferv years aEo, antl his lrro-

¿þer,, Ilrrr, Iùros Lapluuu, is llon'the propricrtrx'.

Tþe populltion of Centleville is over one thousancl.

'I|e next rillag-e otr tlte lir.er is Alctic, ¿l'lrorrt otre urile

ngrth of Ccrtt,reville, 'I'his pliviìege u'as llr¡uglrt lry A. & W.

Sprague a,nrl they erecür¡tl ¿lt the tiure one of the best nrodell-

ed lrills iir the St¿rtt¡. It is nol' o\r,netl by the sucbessful ¿¡,lrrl

euterplisius' lìr'rtr of B. B. & R. I(uig'ht, rvho hale nr¿rde

rr¿1ny ilììpr'{rvenrents on it arrrl nur 35,824 spintlles ¿llcl l03f)
Lrouls. 'I'he popnlrltion ht¡re alttl ¿rt lìive¡ Ptti't, *s t¡ey *re
courìecte(l, is ¿lllortt tluee tltotrs¿ntl.

'Ihe lìir.el Poirrt Nlills, rvhit:h ¿Lle like-ryise orl'nerl by B. B.
& 1Ì. I(nis'lrt, operate 15,90+ spindlts ¿nrl 5iì1loorns. 'Ihe
Iìii'er Point lr'¿lctoly ( forrnerly <ralled (r Frozt:lr Point " ), l,as
|uiit iu 1812 by I)r. Stephen Hurris, Dr. Sylvester, I(rrislrt,
¿urrl lÌ,esolve<l lll¿lt'k. Dr. I(ris'ht rv¿rs tlre f¿ttlrt'r, of Ilon.
Ja,\¡ez C.I(night, Ex. I{ayor of this city. I'Ie rvas serttle<l irr

Celltrcville fol nrarry ¡'etu's antl h¿ltl ¿ur extensive pr:rrrtit:e.

Dr. I(niglrt antl Mr Slar,k, soltl theil sh¿ures to Dr.. Halr,is,
u'ìro u'¿rs sr¡lc on'ltcl uutil his suni;, Cyms unil Steirheu II¿Ltlis
lret'unre oltl enoug'h to sh¿ure it rvith hini. Tìris ¡u,oirer,t.y re-

n¿iucd in the ll¿lrr,,s l'amily fol over sixty yelrs.

Wr, norv corne a,g:rin to the jurrct,ion of thc trvo rivcls, rrlrl
ryill thelefore, beq'iu on thc North-wcst ,lJr¿Luch ¿¿t the r.illrrge
of lìot,liìarrtl orr tltc rvest, nrrrl }{osu'iursilut porrrl on the rrolth
¿¡rrl tlncc it rlol'rr to its junt:tiorr l'ith the Sotrth-ryost Ilr¿urt:[.

'I'lre ltonlr,g¿tnst'tt ¿rnrt the Steer.c Frr,r:trn'ies, in the villag'e
of Iìot,l;ì¿u tl, r'un 15,00() s1iiutllt,s antl 350 loous. PoprrliLtion
prolrrlrly li00.

All tlre nrills in North Scituatc, plolnbly openrte .qrG00

spinrlles ¿r,rrtl 230 loorus. Poliulation probtbly lr20t).
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Foul rniles south of this place is Äshìarltl, rvhere there is
runrritrg 51200 spindles antl 100 lo<¡nrs.

tr'onr miles fulther south we colne to Hope village, rvìriclr

is norv ul"ìr",l by the Brorvn & Ives Est¿te. 'Ihe North-rvsg¡

Branch llefor.e it gets her.e receives ¿rll its tlil}Ltalies anrl is ¿
large river'. The Hope Conrpan): irtc'lnding the trvo Pherrix

-'ll*, r,r,hich lihe-rvise belong to Rlorvn & Ives, operate

441320 spi¡clles and 856 loortrs. The IIope Crtttrpatty nì¿rrì'.

fac,ture 7,500,000 y¿u{s of cloth per iù¡rìu¡1. P¡plla,tio¡

allortt one thorts¿uttl.

One of tlte early o\Yrìeïs of the Hope X'actory, rvas Nfr.

Eplrriam Tall¡ot rvhu l.un the nrill there fot' :ì rlurnller sç

yo,r"*. He krst a srn¿rll for'tune in the I'r'ovitlence atrd Wor.

ã"st"r C¿¡¿l, as tlitl tn¿¡ìY otlters. Previous to the ererrtion

of the cotton factory tlrt,'re 'w¿rs a Folge antl X'r,r'n¿lce lte.e,

nþeLe, it is said, tìtat many of the c¿Ìlllìolì, rvith rvllith Ctnn-

il()dr¡re Per,ry gained the celelrr¿¡te<l Yictory ()f Lal<e lìrie h¿d

the Hope tr'ountlery Stnulp upotr tltettr.

The Jackson Filotor.y, altout ,'lle half urile e¿st of l{ope

vill¿ge, mn about 51000 spirrtlles ¿ntl 120 loonrs. Populati''
{ìve huntlrerl. The Jackson X'a,ctory rv¿ls lnilt lry George

autl Oh¿r.les Jacks,xt. The i¿rtter u'¿s Govel'ltol of the St¿te

flom 1845 to 1846.

Fiskeville is :llrout half a mile south-e¿rst 0f Jaclrsou, r'uns

4,000 sirintlles atrcl 100 lootÌs. 'l'his is ovttetl lry Il' B' &
R. Kuieht. This rnill rvas fir'st built by Phiìip Fisl<e, a sou

()f the i.elebrat0ti Dr. Fisl<e, one of the ablest of the " Oltl

Scìrool" physiciaus in the Sttr.te.

The ltr.kr,i¡¡ht tr'tr,ctory is Onl.y a t|rartel t¡f a ìrile soüth of

Fiskeville. They r.un here Grr)00 sPintlles anrl 140 lo()urs.

pOpulatiol ìrere irncl Fisheville, as the vill¿rges iu'e cOnnet,tetl,

is ¿bout frfteen hunilretl. The Arhriglrt rvits l[rilt by Iloil.
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J¿nres De\Yolf of Bristol. He l,as ¿l Senator in Congress

fron 1821 to 1825. Mr. Is¿rac Congtlon was agent of the

/,rkright Mills for Hon. Janes De\Yolf {or many years. He
.tv&s ¿ù nì¿ìlì n'ell iufolmetl irr the scientific nan¿ì,genìent ¿urcl

operir,tiott of uritcltittery. He raisecl a large family o{ c,hilcl-

ren, antl l{r. Etlrvarcl Congclon who lives ou W¿rtennan street

in this city is one 9f thern.

Tlie next mill on this river, is but half a mile east of Ark-
dglrt, is the H¿rrrisville factories, norv operating 17,520
spindles antl 408 looms. This mill anil village rvas built by
Ifun. Elisha H¿rrris ¿rnrl his brother John Clalke H¿uris.
Hon. Eli.sh¿r H¿lrris representetl the torvn of Coventry in both
branches of the Legisllture un<ler the Okl Charter Gove¡.n-

¡rent, anrl rv¿rs Govenrt¡r of the State fr.om 1847 to 184g.
His blother, John Cla,rhe, was & social ancl gerrtlernanly marì,
and ï'as unirvels¿llly poprtlnr, ¿rrr1 rose iu the militia to be ¿r

Brigailier Gener¿rl. He rvas a great {avorite with all. Hou.
Elisha Harris ¿¿ccumulated a lalge forturre by milnufactrrring.
Hnrrisville, Phenix anil Lippitt villages are all connected antl
seenì ¿ìs one village, arrtl cont:rin thus urritecl aborrt four.thou-
sarrrl ilrhabit¿lnts.

The rnost flurishing village on the North-rvest Br¿nt.h is
Phenix, rvhich, as has alreatly been saitl, is colurectecl rvith
H¿rrisville anrl Lippitt villages; rvhich ruritecl contain ¿lrout
{our tlurusancl inh¿bit¿urts. There ¿rre four, Meeting H,,.ìro*
here for prblicr rvorship, ¿rntl ¿l very enterprising rveekly Nervs-
p¿per, (r The P¿rrytuxet Valley Gleanerr" ¿¿rrrl one of the most
enterprising 'rveelrlies published in the State. Phenix has
h¿d a stearly grorvth ever siuc,e the trvo Pherlix f¿rr.tolies wele
built. 'Ihey rvere built near the spot u'here tìre first factor.y,
the r( Roger Willianrs," rvas bunrt in the sprirrg of 1822.
Phenix rv¿ls the rrarne given it, as it so rvell represented the

6
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fabletl birrl in the He¿rthen Nlytholr)sy, as Ïising ft'otrt the

¿lshes of its pretler,essoL, tìl()l'e lltl¿rtrtiftrl ilntl gltlrious thalr i¡s

pureut. 'I'lnrs it tt'nly l'tts, flol the trvg 
1¡11v 

nrills far slup¿rs-

fJo,l ir, every t.esper,t, the ()ltl Iìoit'el Willi¿urts fat'trtry rv|iclr

u,ils llurut.' 'l'he lmsitress ltot'tiort of tltis errter.'¡rrisirr¡¡ vill.ge

|¿rs lleeu lturnt three tirnes, ir,tttl e¿ttrlt'tirtle it h¿s etnergetl

f lout the disustet, lretter', atttl tltore lreairtiftrl thtln ltcfgre;

tl.rs ru¿lftirrg stiil tììore tìpPr'oprirlte tlte rl¿trllt of Phenix; ris-

i.g liì<e t[e f¿l|led ìrirrl in the he¿theu ruythology, fro¡l its

rlrvn ¿lslres'
().tsitle o{ the lrill on,ners, tìo olle ìr¿s <Lllle so r¡rtrtr[ to

enl,r'ge ¿urtl lre¿tutify Phcnix, its Hott' \\rillitun B' Spettcer,

the gerrtlem¿llr $,h() PrePiLïr:rl the able PiU)€'l' otl the t-Valley

,,t tlie Prlrvbuxetr" to $,hiúr I h¿rve lref()r'e referretl. FIe erec'

te¿ trvs gf t[e lar,gest anrl h¿rntlsontest tltt't¡llirrg Jtottses in the

villug'e, ¿ìlì¿ t\vo of the largest ¿rtttl ltantlsorltest llttsirlt:ss blocl<s

h".e, ,.u.1 $,¿ùs tlìe nìe¿ìns of est¿rblishirrg tlle Brlril< lotraterl

1,".,,, ,ìntl \1,¿ìs its 1ìrst Plesitlettt, a lrosition rvhitù he heltl

f,l sr¡r,er.*l yerlrs. He *,¿rs c[¿ri'ul¿rrl 'f the tlr¡l'trtitttle to

lrrrilrl the BtÐiist l\'IeetiDq House hele, giviÙg the lot ort

rvhit,h it st¿rrrãs. This l\{errtirrg- House is otto of the luost

lleu,rrtifrrl ¿rrrì (:0nYellielrt tueetitrg ltt[rses tr¡ be f<¡urltl irr the

r.rrr,al p*rt of Iìhorle Isl¿urtl. Besitles he ltLitl r-¡ttt ¿t corultrotli-

oris cånr,t,u..y on the hig'h l¿r,ntls half ¿L llrile sortth-u'est of tht:

villugt,, ¿ii f,is o\\'ll cxpeÌìse. Stttrlt ¿l tn¿tlt is il llenefit ttl tlre

",,rr,,i,,,rrit.',, 
lry rvh¿t.rer ¡lr¡t,ive lte nttty ll¿lyt, l¡eelt tr,tlttt¿rted

i' tlri'r¿' it' 
:r.¡-..,,., ,.È ,,1,.,,,;* Mr.ID tii., early hiitor.y of Pherrix, Diuri,rl Golltlrttt, â

Ncu.cll, ¿r, X{r. }Irrr.tin, atrrl Oylil 3,r1¡1'1rtrk; llì¿ì(10 rìì¿l(,Ììilìtì}y

i,, ,, l,,,il,liÙg hir,erl of the Pir,,ìix f)ourPitly. They tail'ietl

0n tÌris llusin<tss srrt.cessfi[lly f()r' sevt r'¿tl y(ì¿lrs. l'[r' Golh¿un

It:ft the oorìrl)uììy anrl (Jyr:il lJ¿lbcut,li betitttte agent. lVL"
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Brllr.,.h rve't t, P..r'irlc'ce. rl'1. Elisha Ilil.ris, R'b.rt
Irt,r'alloy, Tlioul¿rs P. L¿nrphear, Horatio stone, *.u,1 E,lryir,
Johrrsorr; frl'rletl ¿ù colììP¿ìrìy untler the n¿rrne of ,, r,er,¿llley,
Irar'¡rhc'irr & c,'rP.rr"y.' They s'o' ere.t.d a, r.uchirre sh'p
on the site rvhe.e the_liitle fa,cto.y 

'i.l<-r¿l'rerl the ,( D.rrrp-
lir,g ruould," stood. This courp¿ny ditl a fhu,isìring business
for somt¡ thirty ye¿ùrs. r do not knory rvho brriú the trvopl¡,,'ix MilÌs, b*t soor áÊter they rvere er.e.ted, Berrja'ri.
Il¿¡r.is orv'ecl ore, .'tl 'tr' it {rlr sever,¿rì ye¿,,s; ¿rrr,l cl"rre"al
Re.ber lvhit'r¿ur ¿urd his s'r Davitl \{il,itrrr,lrr; irirecl a'tl
run the other, fol sever¿ll year.s

Mr. Da'irl l\rhit'r¿r,' *,¿ùs orìe r¡f the 'r'st st:ic'tifi., pl.'_
'e's 

a,nrl c,rst'..t'rs, aurl ,pe'ilt,r's of f¿r.t,r,ies irr the Si,rt,:,

'r '¿rti,'. He had u g.eat rep.t',ti'n for this lnrsi't_.ss, a'rl
Iris s.r'r'ic.s rvere ir gre.t tlenraud, .rrrt .rily all ,vt,r.Ne'-
Errglund, b*t i'the l\[itklle st.tes, a,tl i'rtåerl, .u,Ler.e-r:vr,r.

f¿rctories rve'e .,rring. He ry¿ls sent frlr.so ..rch th¿¡t he
co.ltl not ¿rtte,cl to ¿lll his cr¿lls. So're r¡f the great f¿rtrtr¡ries
i' L,''ell, Larv'e'.e, F¿rll lìi'er, *'tl l\{ai'e; rvàr,c Plarr'e,l ,,r.
¿ltered by hi'r. His tleath rv¿¿s c'rsiderecr by nrari'firttr*er.s
as il gleat pulrlic loss.
The LiPpiit l\{ills is <r'ry .re q.art.r. of ¿r 'rile belr¡rv the
Pherrix a'd r'.rìs I01640 sPi'dles arrcl 210 L¡orrs. .l.lris
ftrct.ry r'¿rs fìr'st b*ilt ìry ïy'rili¿" ¿¿r¡rl lv¿',ren Li|pitt ,ru¿ t
believe is still in the hlrrtls of their.¡roster.ii,y.

'I'lre 01¡'rls Pl'i.t-rvr¡rùs ¿rrtl Ble¿rt,lr.r,y, ¿r.e lt:ss tll¿r' ¿l Ir¿r,lf
nriìe lrelorv the T,ilrPitt, rvher,. lr lilr.g'e btrsilress is tl're i,
ble*chi'g cloth arcl c¿ilico prirtiug. 'r'his \\.¿rs b*ilt ìr.y a
l\Ii'. Pilie ir'd rrrr. 

-Si'rorr r{errry Gr.ec'c prP.Litiuri is
plobal-rly five hrurch'crl.

'rlre North-l'e:-;t a'd the So.tir-rv.st Rri,rr.lros rì.c ,ory rr,itetl
¿Lurl the fìrst f¿;ll 'r it ltl'ge erro*gh fur f¿lctor.ics is ¿rt N¿tick,
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about ts'o nrilt:s east oI thc'ir jrrrrctiorl at BiverPoilrt. Tìre
ry¿ìtt'r po\y(ìr' at N¿tit'lr s'us oligirttrlly ou'rterl by trvo rlifÏcre't

1la,r'ties. Christopher Iìhodes of P¿lrvttrxet orvtretl one htlf 6f
the 'u'ntt-.1 po\\rer ¿urtl Willitr.ttt Splilg-rte, settior', the other [¿11.

This \Villiuur Sltltg'ne rvas the gr:ttrtl-ftrtltrtr o{ the preserìt

\Yilli¿ur ¿urd Am¿rst Splague. 1\{r'. Sprtrgne built ¡r, srualì

rvoodeu ruill some 70 or 80 feet lortg', trvo sttllies hig'h, ¿l¡rl.

ruu alrout 2,000 sliintlles, in 1812. He liept irttrleasing arrd
lniltlirrg f¿lctories rurtil he h¿rtl {ive f¿tctot'ies antl aìrortt 2(i,
000 spindles, ancl over 60t) loours for miLlrirrg' print clotþs.

i\{r', lìlrotles ltttl trvo fiLctolies, antl proltrllrly r.rn 10,000

spirrttles autl 25() loootrts. This rv¿rs ¿ts f¿rr ltac,li ¿ls 1832.

'Ihe fìr'm of A. & lV. fprag'ue, itt a{ter yeltrs, botrelrt tlre
urills ¿lrrtl privileg-e belougiug to Chlistophel l'Ùhotles ¿rtrtl i¡-
rule¿rsetl the size antl captLcity rtf thcil uills hele froltr tiue to
tiure, rurtil they o¡r1ter':rtetl 42,000 spintlles rLltl 1,050 looms.

Àftel the failnle of A. & W. S1trag'ut,, tìre errtet'prising

filnr of B. Il. & R. I(uielrt lroug'ht out the rvlrole ('ort('eÌrì

hele, arrtl coune,ctetl the f¿lctolies toq'ether by buililing lre-

tn'een theur, so that they rlr¿lke lttrt olle factoly 1rlì50 feet

Lnrg antl nuttriug 85,00í) s1:irrtlles rlutl /,311 lootns, rntrking'

irlolralrly ctne rtf'tln lurr¡tst ntìlls itt t/te u:oi'lrl , atttl fttr arty

one u'ho h¿ls ¿r t¿tste ft¡r' sntrh things, is l'ell n't¡rtlt t,tlttring

Irele to see it. Populltiou is prolrabl.y ¿lbt¡ttt 4,000.

'fhe l\{esllrurtiturli Iìrooli is tr lespeciitblc strcanr that l ses

in tlre l'est,c'r'ly rtntl nortlterly prllts of the torr'tt of Crausttttt,

¿urtl t'nrlrties its u'¿rtel's iuto thc l)arvtttxet tlt'trveclt Natick antl

Porr'r,¿tit: r'ilLr,!ìt's. Tlrel'e h¿s btt'tl cr¡ttsitlt:t'¿Llrle l¡ttsirless tLrtre

irr tirnrs l)¿ìst, orì this stt'e¿utr; althtnrglt ¿l stttall stleattt, ttot

lirrrrring lrt¡r'r: tlt¿ttt i;ix rrriles frolrr its s,,rtti.e to rvhet'e it
cnrptics irrto tlrc P¿trvtttxt't.

Jr¡lur .{ll'l'or1 u'¿s tlrc lìr'st pt'olllitrtol at and lll ,ovc tlte

plar'c n'ht,r'e tìtc Frtluiìce l'¿ts elc't,tetl. The IIon. fiteirherl

[I.pl<ins, .'e of th. Rhotle rsra'tl Rep.esertati'es to the
Fi'si cortirrerrirl c.rrgr.ss, irrrtl a sigrre. u? tl,e Deelar,¿¿tiru.uf
hrdePerderìce; s.r'r¡eyetl rn.ch ,f the raucl i' this regi'r, be-
irrg hinrself a large olvrier. here.

F'erlerir,k Fuller ìr.ilt a'd oPerated a f'r'ace o' this
stre¿nr a'd ur¿rtle castirrgs f,r.ìhe m¿rc,rri'e sh.Ps a'cl f¿¿cto'ies
o' brth br¿r'.hes of the p¿r',tuxet r,iver. It roas called the
ore Betl .r cr¿r'str¡' F.r'¿lce, f,r. the first f.r'ace here rv¿ls
eret,tecl expressly t, sl'elt the ir,' ore takerr fronr the mire
j*st ,brve the Place r.r,lle'e the fu''ace rv¿is b'ilt. This {.r-
lì¿rce \lras tr gÏeilt aec'r[nocl¿ltion to the nl¿lchine shops ilndna''fact.ri'g est*blish'errts all thr,o.gh the v¿llley'rf the
P¿rvtuxet.

After l\'rr. x'uller hacl ce¿rserl to .se it, 1\[r. Lrcrorvic]r Bra,y_
tou b.'ght ¿r'd .ur this f.r,'¿rce f.l. a r*''ber of years arrcl.rtil 1.s69. He'e he l*itr the f*'rtr¿rti" f,r the ú,rrr,rr,,ru"
f'rt'ne rvhich he 

'r¿lde a'cl left tr his childre'. He ryas ¿,r
e'terPrisi'g r'a,rr, 'n'ith la.ge b*si'ess tille'ts, antr a sr.rrtl
jntlg're't, rvl,i h seltlorn failetl hirn i' his busi'ess c¿rlc.l¿rti,'s.

'lhis frrrll¿r,ce w¿rs ,e¿lr his r¿r,tive prilce. He re'ro'ecr rris
rvo'lrs to Ri'er Poi't ill \y¿r.rvick to g'et Rail-r,atl A(,corìlìro-
tl.ti''s, aud si'ce th¿lt til'e ,ru f,r,,r,ìi"o h¿rs bee, u1r"",rto,l
i. Crrursto'. The rvt¡rks here h¿¿r,e gorre to ,l""ay. l\[r.
Iìr'*ytrrr *'¿rs the larg'est o\ylìer i' the lnJ.hi.e .rr,,p i,"r,r"rry
'*'.r cl ¿urtl r.rr by Pe'ez peck at A'tho'y village, a'tl the
trl'ls 'f this sh.P i",,r,, .urr,,,uerl to Rivc,r pr¡ilrt ¿rt the s¿lrre
ti.re, antl lr¿l'e bce' .pera,ted ther.e t'gether. They r.ulie
po\yer loorus fr¡r 'rvc¿rvi'g c'tto' ckrtrr. 'flre lool's ,irr,le l,y
this fìrnr st¿rrd tleservrdly hig.h in the rnarket.

A {erv rods abrve_ the f.r'n*ce, i' trre e*rly yea's of the
cert.r'y, there *'¿¡s * bl*e-dy.ing establish're't-'tliat \\,¿ì,s o\\,rì-
etl ¿rtl ,per:ltetl by cli{Ie'r'c.rrt parties for ¿r '.r'ber of ye¿ùr,s.
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Sirirrrrirrg' l'as tlrne l¡ele {or ¿ r'hik, rurd fullirrg' rloth. Dur,-
t,lr,.: tinre of the lilte rirrplerts¿rntness cot,r.r¿urut tl\lpers ¿¡¿
ln'¿ritls lìrl rìr'css ¡3oorìs \\'iìs rìì¿ù(le lry 1\[r'. iolur B. \Yoo¿¿¡¡4
lrc contirlrurrl tlre Ilrsirresri rirrtil tlre ruili rva,s lrtu'rrt ulrout ¿l¡u

ycar; 187{).
()n I[eli'orì's Jn'ooli ¿rrrrl ¿rlso oli thc ul¿riu stttrunr ¿¡l,,,uu

Irelr, tlrel'e h¿rs lreerr lor,¿iteil thlee s¿nv rlrills ¿rt,liltft¡r,errt

lloirrts ¿urtl one glist rrrill. Arlothel c;r'ist ruiil \\'¿rs opoì.irt¡(l

¿rb thr: fru'n¿rt,e ¿lt tlifTr:r'r'lrt tirnes. Alrot-e tìte ftrt'ntce the¡g
is nr¡rv orrli ortc suu' luiìl irt olrenttion rvirttels.

IltLrrv the l'rrt'lr¿icc ì;tt1; ¿t. sll<n't tlistutrt'e, (jllulclt's llrooli
errrpties ir¡s n'irtr,r's iutt¡ tllis streaur, rvllilh flol' but, a slrqrt

tlist¡urtrc'lrel.¡re it unites ri'ith its nolthaln llranch. Chur.r'['s
ilr'¡rok nt'r,el lio¿tstetl r¡f ìlut r¡ne rlilnttf¿tt,ttu'ing' ettter'¡rlise, a,

sru¿rll tulnitrg sltop rvlrit'h t¡xistctl lrttt ¿i slurtt tiilre.
Jrrst rrolt,lr of tlte jturctiott of tìte trvo stre¿turs is ir lirr.¡¡e

r.cilal s\\'iuììl), tlrt, ottly o¡te in tlle torvn. Ll the centle of
tlris srva.rrrll is ¿t l¿trge llorttl liuort'rì ¿rs "( lìulplt's."

Nl¡l'th <lt tìris s\yiuìrl) a <listarrce, In tlrt eai'ly years of tlrg
r,l'rriru'y, the 'l'ut'tr,:r's elet'tt:tl ¿t srrr¿tll fat'toly ¿tlrt¡trt tlte year

ISit), ilutl sprttt -,,rrrtt. Afters'itlrls the.y rnlltle <'tÍttort ln,ts.

/tlrout l.Sii{) this urill l'¡ts hru'rrt. \\rhi,n it u,¿rs lelrrrilt it
rvts 1,lirr.erl, rrot rrllott i,lre <¡ltl site, but on tlie ton'lt loarl hal{
¿r lrrilc cust rurrl bt:sirle ¿t stu¿tll llt'r¡oli u'irich elrrlltics its l'¿rter

irrto this st,rr'¿riu ¿tt tìris poirrt. 1i'ltis lllr¡ol( \v¿ìs urrple to

srr¡¡ll.y tlrc virtl'l' r;trffit'ierrt to ltt¿rlie tltr: stelrrr ntrctlerl to lulr
tìie rlrill. 'l'lri,i rti,rv rnill tnrtrl,, ìiirt:i u1, to tlrr, tinrr,of its de-

r;tlri,rtioil 1r1' fili, ¿rllottt 1lJ;(). 'Ilrc lltu;ilrcsrj \1'¿rs tìrr:rr lemor-
r,rì to ()hrt,.l'r'i1b lltl ¿ilrorrt l$(15 rças crrlrietl to P¿ru'tucliet.

1l'lri'i cornpilii.f is ttort' ktxrl'n lrs tire tt llllion tr\rtcltling 0oui-

1>lttt.\'."
ìJ.¡rtlr of lrlc tìre stle¿rnr flol,s thl'oug-h a long entelr':lle

ure¿rtlow lrot,.,rÌ Íol its lieltiìit¡'.

THE PÄ\YTUXET VÄLLEY. 2sl

$/¿ lrrrve nrttv tcâcht¡cl the, fo<lt of rvh¿rt is klorvlt as Dug-

lray Hill. Ilele 'n'e fintl consitlera,ble to interest us. At the

f,,,it ,,f the hill ¿rlr,ut the year 1.S()0, artrl for ruany yeilrs af-

¡rr.,u,rt,lt, Sturruel F. Joy hlril a tittt-yilrtl. Äfter Ìris tle¿l,th

Iris ,,,ut contirntetl the lrusiness ¿llttl tltlrvtr to ttear the year

1S50. X'ol' the next fifteerì ye¿ìrs carriage rvolk rv¿rs cloue by

seveï¿ùl parties. Sitrce this the privilege has renairretl itlle.

Above hele lrefore the.year 1800, S¿uuuel Bullingilure hir,tl

a fulliuE uill, :rtrtl tlitl blue riyeing. Previously a, glist ancl

sarv nrill ocmpietl the site. Mr. Burlirrga,nre solcl out tt¡ l\h'.

lerrjnrnin IItrIrt, ancl ltttrtrltasetl the propelty knol'rt as the
K Lite Storer" in the \yestetlt Part o{ I"oster, rvhere he clietl'

Mr. Hunt attemptecl llkrck Prirrtirg'. 'Ihe next vetttttre rvas

priutirrg Hantll<erchiefs, arrd firtall.y c¿llico. IIr none of these

entelprises c¿rtr it lte saitl he u'¿s erttirely sttccessfttll for the

ploirerty rvas Êretlttelttly t:hangetl frotn olìe soll to attotlterl',

arld frum f¿lther to harrtls of frientls rvho mtlu:rgerl to change

it b¿ck so that it coultl be passetl aroutrJ olìce llìore. This

coutirmerl to lre the case so Lrtrg'¿rs the enterprise rv¿rs lnatt¿ì-

getl ìry this fnruily. Sttcceetling ptrrties cr¡ntintterl prirrtitrg'.

Srlure rvere suc(,e$sfltl, others uot. The estalllishnrent rvlrs

knorvn as the t' Iìhocle lsltr,ntl Plilrt \Yrtrl<s." 'I'his continuetl

to be the history of the Wolhs up to the year 1860. Since

this tinre Mr'. Abbott h¿rs matle vineg¿ì,l', ¿ì, fet' years, ¿l tli¿1l

¿t st¿lrch nraliing frotn lttlta,toes, il hat factory, ¿ù so¿ìp l'rlr'lis
{or rvool s(iourers anrl 1x'ilrtet's, it, citler rnill, tl g'rist urill, l,
sau' nrill; ¿rt: btrt sottte of tlte rtses to rvhich this property

h¿rs bt:etr fìttecl.
'Ihere ltas Jlcen tìo trtttellir'ise alrove here.

JJeiorv the rrnion r# tLe tx'o blant'hes tf tìle l\{esh¿urtituck

rve note llrrt tryo etrtet'lttises, ¿trìd lroth of these rvere orvuecl

try 1\[r. Ezcliiel S¿ule ¿lutl his flther before hiur. 'Ihe first
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wûs & grist Drill at the t:rossing 0f the torvu roatl, itlrtl the ot-

1.er :r t¿rnnery otì ¿ sluall br<lok l'hich nttts itrto this stre¿lnr.

T¡e trvo enterprises l,ere but a few rotls a,pa.rt. These ¡¿lvo

been discorttilluetl rìì¿ùlìY ye¿ìl's'

'l.he uoltle P¿rrvtuxet l)ursues a troltlt-easterly ctlttrse f0.

one au<l a half miles to P0nta,ic, 'rvltich is t¡rvtretl try ll. B. 6
R. I(night; rvìtere ¡hcry operat'e 27,\'50 spintlles antl 6?8

I6orns. The populatitm of the village is ¿rbout ottri tltottsatt{.

'llhe Pont¿lie ruill rvas for.Irerly orvnerl by the Hon. Johrr $.
Ol¡,rl<e, but it \y¿ìs a snt¿rll llffail thetr contltalecl ttl rvhat it is

Do$, since the enterPrising {ìr'm of R. B. & R. Knight have

'¡,¡e{ it. 
Whetr the Horr. John H. Cl¿r,l'lie orvltetl it, tìre

popular rtante ftlr the place \Y¿Ìs t( Arnoltl's Briclge'" Its
i,nr'rro .un, ch¿'gerl uì¿ury years ¿ìgo, by t¡e I(nights to Pon-

t¿r.ic.

ILrn. John H. Cl:rrke, \yas olte of the four lepresent¿rtives

of Prr¡r'itlence utrtler the Oltl Chtrrter, trutl rurtler ottr lresetrt
Oonstituti0n, he rvils ¿r Sen¿rtt¡r' in Cortgress Trom 1847 to 1853.

Just llefore the Purvtuxet re¿rches the Poc¿sset, rve fiucl the

t,t lel¡,¿rtecl Pettacorlsett Prutrpirr g Stiltion, rvhich funlishes t[e

rvilter supply for the city of Provitlence. This Lrs beel rvrit

,,,r ,,, tt..li ,,i,ott recerrtly autl h¿ls þec,llle srl rvell ftttorvn

s0 th¿rt rve shall lrut m¿rke this mention ¿lltl p¿ùss oIì.

Alr..t tlnee uiles noltlt-e¿tst of Porrtaic, tlte Pocasset rivel

,"1¡i1,h rises }r,iuciPnlìy in tlre tou'n of Jolrrrstt¡n enrpties its

t,,'tents into the P¿lrvtuxet. 'l'here ltas lleelt il lu'¡çe aurotult

of lrtrsiness done tltr this sir¿r¿1l t'it'er, Tlte cottotl f¿rctol'ies

.f tlle l¿lte Hou. Jarnes F. Sirttttrotts, \Yeì'e olì this stlc¿rtn'

I,Ie operate¿ 8,0:)0 spintlles auri 200 loonts. lIr. Sirnrnons

..*1r'o'r"r,tt,,1 the torvlt of Johltstotr sever'¿ll years irr the Ireg-is-

1,,in,.,, of the Stnte. Was ¿l Sen¿rtol in Con¡¡r'ess frorn 1841

t' 1S4?;.nrl Tlrnr 1857 to 1,-S(i2. On the s.bject of fitt¿rtrce
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anrl of tlrc taliff \yas o,¿p of tlte most influenttql men in that
body. IIe rv¿rs a strong and ¿rrrlent friend of the irnmortal
flenry Clay. Tlrey rvele ¿rs irtiulate ¿rs llrothers rvhen they
þoth rvele rneurlLrels of the Senate. When there rva,s ¿ cou-

vention of the business rnen of the natiou on the subject of
ßarrlring or the Tariff; tbe business rnerì of the St¿tte uoultl
¡lurr'rys.ç¿¡¿¿l Mr. Simrnons as orìe of the tìeleg:rtes. IIe u,cts

one o.f' the ctblcst./it¿ctit,ciers cmcl busit¿t:ss nLen rmrl tu.iff' cd-
,üotutes, tìr¿rt there rvas in Rhode Islarrrl; a:ncl clecitletltu the

ublest rntcl ntost inftuentictl ltt¡lit'tciu¿ the Sttttc erer pror.lucetl-
He u'as a rne¡nber of the Convention that rnu,cle our present
St¿r,te Constitution, and it corrt¿rins many important features,
nhich ale the l'ork of his lr¿uxls. There ought to Ìre :l
nronument erectecl to his merììorJ4.

'Ihere l:as been caruied on also in this vicinity other rn¿ln-

u{*cturiug euter'prises th¿ur th:rt of Mr. Sinlurolrs' ¿r,ud sonre

t,f thern vely extensive est¿rblislunents. 'We regret exceetìing-
ly, that rr'e h¿tve lìo nìol'e clefinite infornration ¿rllout theur
tharl rve have au<l so ¿ùl'e ollliguecl to pa.ss thern by in this
alticle.

About trvo miles belrirv Sillrmonsville .rvere the extensive
Priut Worlis of A. & '!Y. 

Spr:rgue.
Tìrey operatetl tlrilty Plirrting nrachines antl printetl 30,

0r)0,000 yards of c¿rlir:o Per arìlìrurì, rvorth at the time near

$ 2,000,01ì0, anrl empìoyerl 4,500 h¿urrls of all glarles. Irop-
ulatir-¡n of the village about 61500.

Hou. Anlasa Spu'ilgue h¿ld the oversight of the Print-rvorlis
tlulirrg his life, ¿rs his son Anl¿s¿l hacl ilfter hirn to the yell
7872. i\[r'. Splague \y¿ìs íù rìì¿n geuertlly behrvecl ¿urrl rv¿rs

highly lespectecl by all. IIis life rv¿rs rlestloyetl lry ¿r l¿rrvless

conìparìy, the feucl gron'iug out of i!h.. Spr.ague's objection
before the 'ftrvn Council to the gr.nntiug of a, cert¿riu petition

7
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to sr'll irrtosiclrlirrl'; lir¡rr,rls to orlo N.ir,lrol¡rs (lo.r lo¡1. tlis
rl,'rrlll trirs rt ¡¡tt'ltl ¡,rrl,lir,loss :rrr.l rr'¿rs f't'[{, rrrrlt'r'iirlly ¿ll r,r,,,.
l lrr, St'rrtr'.

A f'rrrv r.¡rrls lrclorv tlrr, I'r.int-u'r,r.lis, f'or, rrurrr.1, l'('¿u.s, lìr,rr.rri
Il;r'ris,r*'rr.rl rrrrrl ,¡r.r'rrtr,rl lr ll*r'irtl l'irr.t.r'r,. rrrrtl rlitl ,ru (,.\_

Icrrsilr,Itrrsirrls;s. s{}nì{¡ 1(rrls rrf'lr'¡' lris tllrrllr, tlrc li¡r rrg¡¡1,$

Iurr'lrirslrl llrr' lrlo¡rlr'l.t irrrrrl rrrr',1 it lrs lr glist, rrrill irrrrl ir lr'¡
Iir.r't,or'.y lor ilrt,ir t,xt,t'nsii'tr r,strrIrlislrrucrr1,.

Â slrolt tlist,lrrrt,r'ir!,olc tllc r¡rorrt,lr ,rfÌl,lrt,r'ivcr,, orr l;lrc tol.tt
t'r,lrrl, is ir irlrtr'r, litroun its tlrr'('lìr¡l'rrt, i\lill." I)t'irr.olr Ilt,
ir.r¡ri' I),tt,r,r'r''rr.rl rr rrrl .¡,t,r'ir{,t'rl f lr. l'¿rr,t,l'r,,,,,,r,r,',,,,ll'1,
lr¡lrl tvot't' t'ottoll r,lot lr. \'r'iu's s'lrr,rr tlrt, I'e¿rt:orr's <lr.rtlr *rr
irtt,trrrrllt \vls n rrrltr to ttilir.e i,lrrr rr'¡rrl¡s ¿rs ¿L lrrlrlrer.frrrr,tor.y
rvlriclr 1rt',,r't'rl rrot, it. stt.t't,l;s.

Â lror'<, tlris ¡,llr,t' rultl nlirr rr Ircr c llrr, Norr, [,oiltlorr ll]rn.n-

f ilie r,r'ossts ilrrr livcr l\[r'. llrrrlis olr.r,f.r'rl ir srriv rnill, tlr. lìr'st
in tlrc tou'rr, llntl lrt'r'r' it, rvlrs llurt, 'l'olcl r{iorr llirr.r.is rtirs l<ill¡rl
lr.1' llro lrrtlirr¡is rn t,lrc {irrrrl ofl I'lrili¡r's \\¡rrr'. 'L'lrc l'irrnily
It¿rvc contint¡t'tl 1o rrsc llris slrv t¡rill I,o s'iblrirr tlro rnenor'.y oË

l)('r's{)rìs rrorv livitrq.
'l'lrt' rrcxt; r illrrr,;c lrt'lorr' {lrc l'r¡r,rrsscl; is li,llcforrt;. l\'1.¡urrr-

l'ircl rrlirrg n'lrs cnll.y ('.rnur(,n('(,(l lrtrt, lr.r' (1. & \\/. lì.lrork's,
lrrrl r,,lr¡lir¡rrctl l'r,r'rrrirn.\' .yt,rrls arrtl rrrrt,il tlleir rlt'¿rtll. Ii lurs

lrcr,rr clrrirncrl, tlrir{; tlrl lirst; lr¡'oirrl-t,lotlr' u'ovc lr.y l)o\\'er, rvirs

trut.rlt'lrclr'; Ilrirt ctrorrlllr ol'ilrc srunt', I'i,l'ir srrit oI r'hrtllei rvls
si'rrt to tlrt: I'r't'sirìr,nt; ol llrr' Ilrritt'rl lit,rrtt,s, rvlrr¡ st'lrt the rr¿rn-

ttÍ'ltlt,tuct' ¡r \'(ìl'.1' 1ìirtllli¡rg l,,lt,,r' iri rt'trrln.
'l'ltt' t('l'tit'lir,.1' Iìr,rl l).lr,irrt" (iotnl,iur.)'," lrirv(' (ì(,(,ul)i rrl tlris

¡rrir ilt,.qtr f'ol lrrrsirrcss ¡ur'lì(ìs( s l'ol stvt'r'll 
.y crrls, llt,fore

l lrctrr rv¿rs :r rt'lrstc clcirrrirr¡¡ (,orìl)rìrJ' lrrrl l,cf'olt, t,lris blrc urill
ìrirrl stootl irlle f'or ¿r nrrrrrlrt'r'of'.)'r'irlri.

At, llris ¡rlrtlr,is tlrc lilst f'olrl orr tlrc l)nrr(rrxci, irlrolc tlrc
l'ulls rrrr,l lrr,r'r, it rr'¿rs tlurt l lrc t,r'ossirrg u'irs clllct:tctl l,y our
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ctl.list r,olotrìsts. '['ìtcre rtre horvtlver, st,vt:ritl pì:rt:tts lrtltwtteu

lr.r,., ,,t,,i Pont¿rir. rt,ll,.t'r, tìlis rr:nl ller dtltle olr horse-Jl¿rcl< urost

rlf the )¡ttìt'or rlLtllel tlrt¡r'e rvele, ltt¡fttre the liver rvas not s(r

¡rrrc[ efTectrtl by the nrany tllttts ttpon it. il]hest, {oltls rvele

ltìrì(le g'.r.eitb rrse of 1l¡' the c¿ìì'lY ('olonists a,lrrl the la,tter ge'-

er¿ìti()lts. 'Ilte ttvo rtrost ttsetl llrlrvt-,ver, l'tlle thei Otìes ¿lt

BelleToltt antl I'orrt¿ri r:.

illrrsìltpurrg' ln'ooli eurlttit:s its rvaters illto tltrr Ptrvtuxot ¿rt

Bsllefort. IIpotr tìris blooli, at tht'ct'ossittg of the torvrr ro¡,tl
.rve finrl t rilìlrqc rlo\v ('¿tllo(l Ðirntl¿rle. Fol a Lttrq tertrr of

1eu.s it las l¡norvtt lrs (( Borvcn ¿tlìd Brtttey's." Bcfole that
i rn*, ,,t CunlelT's. Iìorvtrlr arttl Eattey t'urt tlto flr<ttor.y ttratr.y

)'(,,¿rrs 
orì \'tttllotl gootls ¿tlì(1 \\'er() \'el'J¡ strc('essftrl. AftttI their

tleltìr, otltcr' lttlties lì¿Ì\'() l'lìlì olt rt'oolcn g;ootls . tlht'y torr

$.elc successflrl. 'Ihc trrill h¿rs lrc'c'u bunrt ¿r lnrtnlrel of yeitt's

ÍÌtì(1 ltlts ltot lrt¡tlll leltrrilt'
Before the {'ìmr ¿ìl)ove r¡entionerl ol'tlcd it, Williaru (Jtrrr-

krft, rvho, rre llclieve \\'as the fit'st proln'ietor hertl ¿urtl rvhtr

(x)lìtinrre{1 to lurr the lnill ulrtil his dt'lrtll. I{e n'its rtrotlt:t'¿tte-

l.y srrct'essfuì. lfhe rtrill ltits beerr bttrttt i¿t lei¡st tht'ee tiu es

iu its histoly.
At th,.l orrtlet of ì\[tslral,artg 1-.otttì, a suttrll cottotr fir<'tor'.y

\\,ils erecte¿ ¿llroitt 182(). illl(1 sl)llìl tlottotl or \\'ove for ¿l slttu't

tinre. It l'as lìever ¿t stt(t('ess.

At plesent tlre rnttst stt('(ressf ltl ìrttsirless elìter'ì)t is?s ttpolì

the stl'erur i; tlr<, hou:,itrg in tt'itrtt'r', of tire ict, l,y tite t* t¡

g'relrt it,e r'orrr¡ltttir:s of tllis t'itr'. Il)rLrl Ottr¡rettter'¿utrl Sotts

{r'r¡nr }I¿rslliìl)¿ìt¡:ì, tLlrtl tlic Utlitttt OoutltttrrY ft'onr (lturlelT's

'firi, ì)¿rrvtii:;rrt lr¿rs lror','no otltel r.iiirrg;e rrlrorr rrrrtil it
lt'uclles the orrtlt't, irrto the Iìil¡' rvht'r'e rve fìlttl rt viliitge ofl

tlre sanrtr rì¿ùnì(-r ¿rri its t¡l'tt.
r\t tlìis ¡ilurre rniuttrfiLr:tttrirrq' \y¿ìs verv ettr'[y attetnllterl itrrtl

srrccrssiuìly pr'(iso('ute(l ttp io itlrortt tltc yeitt' 1.q76. Since
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this time the rvuter polyel here has remaitretl unemployecl.

Ih'Orvn arrtl lves, lr"{,,"e they Putt'ltasetl Lotlsd¿lle irr 1825,

vety mutth tlesitt,d P¿rrvttrxet attcl ln¿rtle ù Yel'y liberal ofr3¡,

*lri,,l, Pr<lposition \\¡as fOr sollretinre errter't¿litletl, bttt rvas

fìu¿1ly ,*;.,,-'t.,il. Il¿rtl sut'h a fìt'ru olrt'riuetl strtrh a plivilege

tìr¿t is c,r1r.il,1" oÊ so g-r,e:lt ¿lu entetlsiorì ¡Ùs tltis t¡ne celttti.ly

n,.s, tlre'l is ', e'tl t,r t|e s'ecrrlilti'tr ¿tllottt the exte't t¡f its

.l.r.,el,,l,rr-r,,rrt. At 1lt'e sent, l'ith tlttl 
- 
t'tlttlrttitlltl of htlth larrrl

¿¡lll rv¿rter. ,,,,r,,ru,,rri,ntion, t:ottltl sut'h a fìt'm orvn the larltl

,ee¿e¿ 9¡ the riyer ¿l viìlrge t'oultl lle rllatle hele tllat rvould

successf[lly corì,I)ete rvith olleyville or westeÌly; if uoi rvith

Pitrvtttcl<et arttl \Voorlsot'liet'

A tY0r.tl here iu Ìegultl t<l the rttaltttf¿rt:tttring ent't-'r1lÌises itt

the toNtr of Clrnstirn. \Yhile there has been tl ferv firns

t[at tlitl s*r,tessfrrlly tììarlrlfiÌctute frx ¿t É¡'re¿ìt rìlillìy years; t|e

Plitut finally fniletl. A gÌeat nìiìrìy 
_otltels 

lrrltl Dothing but

ili*,,rt"" f.'r tìre first. Not a place has escttltetl the fli aster'

r.ct. Brriltìilrgs electe¿ for ruailtrfitctrtt'ittg pullìoses lìave

lit,,.,,l itlle for rìt¿ìlìy yours at ¿t, tinre. Prrllrtrbly rltl tltheÌ torvlt

irr t¡e Sbtrte, c,,,,1,i ',r.it.r ortt srtch tt sirtg'trlitt' histoly aìldIlel-

¡lirrl.y it tltlcs seettr to letrtl troltn' trl tlle oft t'elleatetl rel¡t¿lrh of

,tr,, ,,t,1 Ptrolile tltere, th¿rt Cll'¿utsttltl troultl uot {or arty le'rgth

of tiure ttllttlufat:tule.
'l'his sì<c,tt,h rvorrltl lle vel.v itr(,rlutlllete rvithout SolÌìe 1ìl0Iì'

ti.rr ,f \Yiilianr ¿rntl Chl'ist.lilrer llllotles. 'I'l;ese t*'' ltrc'

rver.(-, yel.y 1tr'r'i'.rit i' llttsìllcss t,i'cles alttl carr.etl otl extetl-

,ir,,,' ,unu,ri.t,t*r.irrg- estiLlllishltrettts iu varit^rs 
'arts 

'f 
the

St¿rt.. 'I'Iey rvere sut,,,t,*.f,,1 llt¿ut.frlt'tttt'el'S ¿Ill(l lrt'.*ttr.liltt:tl

¿r, lr¿tutlsorlte, 
ifolttrrte. Il ilgrit:ultrrre 

'they ttloh ¿l 11ee1l irlter-

i'st ¿urrl tlitl ¿l glent tlea'l antl f'¿r'r'rlloletl:arr atr.y otl:er trvo uren

irr t¡ ir l,ry ,ìi,,1 gt,r:er.rtir tr t, itrtpr,r'e t[e fti''irlg i.tel'ests
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of tho State. The St¿rte Asricul[uml Society ol'es its st¿rrt to

t¡ellr ¿rutl lroth l'ere ¿rt tirlres its Presitlelrt. They rvere men

that ill rììtìrìy \y¿tys rvele fitl ¿theatl of the times.

Hon. Willianr Splague, n'ho livetl rtlany years at l'{atitrlr,

rv¿rs ¿lnothel rupLesetrt¿ìtive rn¿ìlì. He reples:,uted Warrvick

tn¿ìtìy years ilr the Legisltr,trrre, rvas cltttsetr spetrker floru 1832

to 18i15, GovernoL from 1838 to 1839, ¿rnd Seu¿rtor irr Con-

gless fr'orìì 1842 to 1844. Previous to this he rv¿ls ¿ù lepre-

sent¿rtive to Cougress from 1835 tol837. Hon. 'Willianr

Sprag'ire \y¿rs oììe of the :rblest lrttsiness rrren Rhode Isl¿ntl
€\'er lì¿ùd. . His nepherv, tlte ltresent IIon. William Splague,
rv¿s ¿rlso Goveluor of the St¿te floln 1860 to 1863, ¿urtl Serr-

atol irt OonEless floru 1863 to 1875.

'l'he valley of the P¿rrvtuxet ltas 1,ro,lut,etl seven Goveluors
of lìhotle Islarrrl, eigìrt Senators in Congress, fotrr lìepleserrt-

¿tives iu Cr¡rtg'r'ess, :tntl four Irieutell¿rtrt Cìoveltrols of tlre
St¿te rvitìrin the peliotl we ¿u'e rvriting'of or siuce cotton f¿rt-

tories began to be built irr the valley o{ the P¿lrvtttxet.

In tìrus revie'n'irrg the history of this vulley, u'e firrd th¿rt

suure of the very ¿rlrlest ¿urtl best brtsiuess ureu of the Siate
rvere eurly settlerl here, aucl laicl the solitl forurtl¿¿tions fol the
gleat super-stnrcttu'cs l'hich ¿ì,re lìclw stt flourishing irr this
thriving v¿lley. Most ttl tltese rnen stootl a,s high soci¿lly,

nrolall¡r ¿urd intelle<'tually, ¿r.s ¿ìtìy in the lState, ar¡d it is a
plensrrre t. s¡rt'ltk of tlrt'lrr lts sttcll.

'I'lnrs rqe fìn11 ott tìre Nolth-\yost Bliurch of the Pttrvttrxet,

¿nd its trilrntalies, ¿rl¡otrt l1{j,000 sltintlles rlrrtl 2,511 krorns.

On the Sortth-rvest Brattclt, :rlrt¡rtt 5()5,000 spintlles trrrrl 5,2(X)

Llorns, ¿lntl a rvoolen nrill rvith ll sets t¡f tn:rchittely nì¿uìtt

f¿lcturilg rvooletr g'rlotls ¿ùrììottlìtitìll' trl $ 250r0t)0 per ¿ìììtìllììì.

'l'his shol's horv much rtrore brtsittess is tlone olr the la,ttel'

br':r,llch of the rivel tltiut the forttter'. hl the rvhole 'r'¿rlley ctf
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the P¿rrvtuxet, thcl'e ¿tre.o\¡{ìì' -150,00t) ri|irtrlli's autl ll'0C0

l'.r's itt 
'1lel'ati.,r; 

t\'.',,''it'ti- gvt:r'130,i)fXl,OtX) ylt'lì's of t't)ttrltt

rrlotìr ller ¿ìlìrìlllìì; l'rn'tlt' sliy 
'c{ 

7'500'00'l' ¿uttl calictl Íìlììr)lllìt'

iug tr) lbrnrt iiì 4,(l{)(1,(XX} rttot't', llt-'sitL's ¿r l¡trge allìolllìt (}f

.,tì,", þ.,tirrcss. ruirliiììíl' ¿t sulrì t't¿tl of ovt'r i¡ 12'ttt¡l¡'1¡¡"'

,'1,,r,,, ,r',,rt.,llll.y i' t¡is 
'lrllt'.1 ' 

'llit:r'e itl.tl 
'r.lrltllly 

5')'000

lruk'¡i r¡f r,0tt0lr ittirririrìly triltllttl'llttrtt'¡ltl irllo t'1oth ¿trltI stYt'l'¿ll

1,ìr<ltrs¿rtrds lttrgs <lf .,,,,,i, lt"tl srts;trtitlitig it llopulittit¡lt-oi.over
:ì0 ,101. 'flr. li6r.tl,-u,t,st lli,ul<.lr ll¿rs ¿rlrorit orio tlriltl o{ tìris

11(}1;ulut,ion ¿rrrtì tlrr,, tl<)lrtlr-r'r.st l]l'¿rrlr'lt ¿rl¡ortt tN'tl thilrìs.
' i,., ¡ç,,tlr*,r.ilrg tlilsr, i'r,ir. st¿tir;tit's of'tLt: virllt',1 of thtr P¿trv-

titxct, ull c¿lli ste ri'ìrilt ¿t l tttltlcr'{'uì ittll't'ovt lii llt .ltils 
llcelt

,,,,,,ì.,' tlru.iilE, lhc Ilir:t ei¡ Lty .l'c¿ì1$. \ïlrilt itlt itnl;orttrtt

j'llr.t'r,it ll¿lsl [r,,,,. i,r tlt<: lrir;t.ty of, tlrrtì ill tìre llrrl;iut'iis ittxl

|<>lilir.s 0fi Ilìr<¡rlc Isl¿urtl. 
'lt 

t't'r't:rirrl.y lriis fììLrrl tto rlrrralt

i,orriti,,t, it, tìtt'stt t'er'1;t:1f¡', itttrl 'r"ltïjllg' 
. I'.ìitit'.1 alrrl nt.ritl

i,,i1,,",,,,,_, i' t¡e Strrtc. It t,a'l.y lt¿ttl srrtu. tlf tlr. rrr'st t¿tlertt-

r,,1 itnrl l,<llelrrosrt nrcrr irt tlre State {'or its lliotreeÏs in the lnart-

ui,irt,turing husiuess ¿rlìtl nl¿rittt¿rirls that 
'tlrition 

still'. Tlrtr

i,irllrr.ls ,,f-th,, Pri\'tux(ìt, tìltl Ijl¿rtìistotlc, tlre I'¿lrvt'ittrrt'li alltl

1,\I,,,,r,,,rq,,rrtrrr.lirrt, ¿tre tlt'stj'ctt trl ri'it'ltl iur i'r'ortitrrt ilr-

l.lur'rrr,c til'.,rtsl, its {'utrtl'r' llirtorY' 'l'ltc oliginttl lrrolrietrlrs

lrtrr.r,ull ¡,,,rr,.,,i Íì\y¿ì\:, ¿ilirl tll.r,e *r'e ll.t {e*'le{t evclt t¡f tlle

s:,,.rrrtl :i*,r,t,,.,rti,,,r ,,Í't],,,r,, t¿rIrllt.tl itrrtì t'rtter'1;risillg llì¿lllli-

lur.i irr.ci.s. Ilut th0 lreitrttil'trl Pi-'$'ttlxet, Illit<'-l¡str.¡lt:, P.lrvt&-

{ rir.l; ¿rutl \,Yo0Dtst1ru:tilclit't; still fltlri' tnt ils tlte.\' ,,,'" .¡t'*¡iutr{l

.r,i,r, t. tl,, 1lrr.,,rrgìr illl r.,luiug ¿ì(Ìori. 'l'¡e v¿lilets r¡f l,lrt'r;o

i,rrr, lì,ivi,r,ri, itr.g ì1t sti¡t,11 i,() r.¡ise rlt.n rvlltl rvill t:tl,rtirrutl to

'r,itl<l 
llrt, o1;irri.irs ¿.¡,.[ shit'. tIr, <i.stilry <¡f ilre l'lttttl'e, irs

tlit,.,,, lr¿rvr, irr tlr. l;ust . 'i'ltcstl vlllt,¡ s tlt¿t)' ttl¿tlit, ils glcitt itrr-

lrL.ovitn:ltrrtu rlr tììr, ltc:it; lirrrr<il't'tl i-o¿ìl's ¿ls tltrlv ltltvrl jlr tlrtl

i,,,r,t. 'l'lrc ilirsil*rss oi tIl,stt 
'itlìt,1'li 

l,'¡* l;¡l1rtt tlt'lrlctl tlrilirrg
il

li

il
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the l¿rsb sixty-{ìr.t. )'('¿ìr's. Thc popul¿rtion has been inr,r,easecl

irr propol'tiorr. l.if'ty veals ag'o, it l'as thought th¿lt ¿rll the

rv¿.trtr' 1to'tvttt' rv¿ts t¿rl<eÌr ul) orì the P¿nvtuxet, and th¡rt tllere

currkl lre no rììole increlse, yet it h¿rs bee.n irrcreaserl three

foltl siut'e.

The enter'plisirrg fir'm of B. B. & R. I(niclìt; probably
torlily rnanuf¿rctrn'e ¿rs nìlrììy yrlrtls of cott<ln clrth per. arìrìurìr,

¿ts'wel'cr nrarluf.rt,ttrred in the rvhole State sixty yearsago. Thut
silgle fir'rrr oper:rte in ¿rll their nrills 330,320 s¡rintlles anrl
8,623 l,.rrrs, ¿'rtl c,'sr'ne lì8r000 b:lles ,f c'tto' per alìrìrun.
In viel' of these facts, horv c¿rn rve htrlp exclainriug' rr rvhat
luith the iutloc[rrctiorr of c<¡tton anrl woolen rnanufilcturirr¡ç
iu this conntly, untler the blessiug of Heaverr rvr.oug.lit ?,'

'l.he po1.ml¿rtion of the St¡rte iu 17f)0, l':rs orrl.y 08,.325.
Norv it is 304,284. 'We are treadirìg' on the heels of Yer-
nrollt mlrl Nen' H¿uurPshire in poirrt of popuiir,tiou, irnrl hilr,e
âs rnalr.y lìePlesentatives in (Jongless, arìLl ¿ls uìarìy elector.ul
votes fol Presirlent. lf lìog'er 'Willi¿'rs 

sh.ultl lise frrr' the
tle¿rd alld visit .s, he ry,rrltl ',t be ¿rshal'ed ,f the St¿te
l'hich lte plaltetl. .

7'l¿e f)nnot:¡'ttti.a I/olc l8{i0. - I{or¿ce Gleeley, J¿u¡res
G. Blairre, Erlu'¿rrd St:rrrlr'our[, arrrl all ,ther rvr.itels orr Polit-
it,al history give the Denrorrr,¿riic yote of this State ( 1iìt;0 ),
as a r'ote for a r.oaliti.n lìlector,¿rl 'Iicìrt¡t betl,terr the lìell,
Douglass irrrl llle.l<en.itlv-e i'telests. Tìris is not thc firrb.
'Ihe 'ote 'f lìhorle Islirrrtl, ,f that year, fol the r)enro.r.atit:
tirrl<et, \y¿rs ¿ù Ðurrqluss vott-.. llhe coutlirl¿ltes fr¡r. elet:t.r.s
l'elr,: Alt.xlllrlt,r I)rrnr,iur, of Pr,,rvirlence; Arntsl S¡rr.ag'rre, oT

Oliuuston; 'llheotlore P. I3,g'er.t, of Ilr.isiol; S¿lruuel Rorlr'urr,
rf Sorrth l(ing'stou'rr. 'Ihe Cjrn'enton nouirrutirrg this ticket,
trniurrDorrsly, anrl Pirssetl I)orrglrrss Res0lrrtirlus. Neither
Bell, or Bleclierrrirlge farrtions h¿ltl ¿uìy sul)por.t iu th¿rt r,ou-
verrtiorr. S. lI. Allerr.


