


LETTERS.

WE irsert below the first of a series of four letters, addressed to one of the Edi~
tors of this paper several weeks ago, by the late President of the United States,
apon the exciting subject of MASONRY and ANTI-MASONRY. Their publica-
an bas been thus delayed by the directions of the distinguished author himself.—
Appiehending, probably, that their carlier publication might be imputed to a desire
1o miluerce the pending Presidential election, he requested that they might be pri-
vately retained until the close of the contest.  Although the votes of the Electoral
(niicges have not been cast, yet the State elections are now over, and the ultimate
reanis con in no way be affected by the perusal of these letters. ‘They are written
¢ 'th the wonted ingennity, power and spirit of the Ex-President, and will doubtless
be read with great interest by the public.—New-York Commercial Advertiser.

LETTER L
Quiney, 25th August, 1882.
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War. L. Stonz, Feq. New-York.
‘epr Sp—In my last letter I observed, with the freedom and candor which I
't drg to you as the best return I could make for the honor and obligation
1« ¢ b d conferred upon me, by addressing to me your Jetters upon masonry and an~
swrcanry, that there were many things in the book which I did not see as you did.
¢ v further explanation is due from me upon the subject. "I’ he principal objects
of  wur book were two. First, to vindicate the character of an eminent and illus-

s
i

. ~ps citizen of New York, the Jate Governor of the State, De Witt Clinton, from

@ approbrinm cast upon him, of having been personally and deeply concerned in
v+ wwider of Morgan: and, seeondly, to prove by a fair and impartial statement
o’ t'a abwses to which the Masonic Institution have been perverted, that thev
o shit to he voluntarily surrendered and abolished.

. tase ohjects were just and laudable. They are in your volume faithfully: pur-
anod 3 nor js there in the execution of your plan, any thing in the Letters unsuitable
o t-coedant.  Yon observe in the first Letter, that it is no. part of your design to
«+ » a vindication of Free Masonry as such,—but to describe Free Masonry as
you veseived, understood, and practised it yourself, and as it has been received,
Lo, tood and practised by hundreds of virtuous and intelligent men, with whom
son bave associnted in the lodge room. 'To this the first ten Letters are devoted,
i d they are in my estimation not less valuable than those which suceeed them. But
g« Dishop Y/atson wrote an apology for the Bible, T trust youwill not consider me
a~ites (fiug any disparagement to that part of your work, if I consider it in the light of
an spoloay for free masoury, as received, understood and practised by yourself and
wauy others. In that light it is exceedingly well adapted to its purpose. It is the
anly 1etional piea for the institution that § have seen, since this controversy began:
for all the other defences of the handmaid which bave come to my knowledge,
15 Led too much of the obligution to come to the aid of a distressed brother;
ate him from his difficulties 7ight or wrong, to pass for any thing other
vatigns of the Morgan murder crimes,

than agg




thus;ignorant of t}

these secrets,
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You have taken all the degrees to, and including that of, the fnight templan The

QGaths, Obligations and Penalties, as administered to, and

tained nothing incompatible with your duties to your count =t
ever there might be in them, apparently incongruous wit's 11
daties of the citizen and christian, was explained and giv : e in : nner
as to be made entirely subordinate to them. The obligativus as understood by vou
are all auxiliaries to christian benevolence and patriotisi, and so they are undoub-
edly understood by great multitudes of masons, in all parts of the United States.—
That they are otherwise understood also by multitades of the worthy brethren of
the craft, (worthy according to the masonic meaning of the word,) is apparent in
every page of your book. n

In your third letter, p. 28, you allude to an opinion which T once expressed to
you in the following terms:—¢ You sir, have assured me that the obligation sup-
posed to be administered in conferring the first degree, is quite enough, in your
view, to establish the wicked character of the Institution.’ :

Whether I did make use of terms so strong in the freedom of unrestrained con-.
versation, or whether your reference to it is by inference of your own, from words
not quite so comprehensive, is not material. The sentiment which I do recolli ct
to have expressed, and which is rooted in my conviction was, ¢ that the entered
apprentice’s oath, obligation and annexed penalty, was in itself vicious,—and such
‘as ought never to be administered by man to man.’ That no explanation of it
could take away its essentially immmoral character—and that the Institution of free
masonry requiring absolutely the administration ef it to every candidate for admis-
sion, necessarily shared in its immorality.

In saying this, I disclaim all intention of censure upon any individunal who has
ever taken this oath. I consider it according to its own import—stripped of all
warrant of authority from ‘the great names of illustrious men who may have taken it.
My objections to it are these : .

* First: ‘What it is an extra judicial oath, and as such contrary to the laws of the Iand.
Secondly: That it is a violation of the precept of Jesus Christ— Siwear not af oil.
Thirdly: That this oath pledges the candidate, in the name of God, that Le will

always hail, forever conceal, and never reveal any of the secret aris, paris or
points of the mysieries of free masonry, to any person under the canopy of
heaven, except it shall be to a true and lawful mason, or within the body of a just
and regular lodge of such; and not unto him or them until after due trial, strict ex-
amination, or by the lawful information of a brother, I shall- bave found him or
them as justly and lawfully entitled to the same as I am myself,

The arts, parts, points and mysteries of masonry, ara afterwards in the oath de-~
nominated the secrels of the craft. These are all general and indefinite terms.
The candidate, when he takes the oath, is kept in total ignorance of what these
secreis of the eraft consist.  He knows net the nature nor extent of the vath
that he takes. Tie is sworn to keep seeret, he knows not whal. The general
assurance that it is not to affect his religion or politics, is the mere word of another
man. 'The assurance that it is not to interfere with any of bis duties, is but a
mockery, when the adiinistration of the oath itself is a violation of law.

Ee swears to reveal the secrets of the craft to no person under the canopy of
Heavens—ecacep? to a brother mason or a lodge, The single exception expressed
is an exclusion of all others. There is no exception for the aathority of law or for

-the confession enjoined upon the Catholic brethren by their relicion. I use ‘his il-
J I y g

lustration to show, that the intrinsic import of the vath, is incompatible with law,

.civil and religions.

Now what these secrets of the Craft are, to the keeping of which, the candidate
eir import, is sworn, is never defined. . They are differently un-
tood, by difftrent masons. 'l he oaths, obligations and penalties then.selves

d

have until very recently been understood, I believe, universally to: form a part of
e

Lhose of the first three degrees were first revealed by the publica~

e

‘know of no such obligations in any degrees.

5

tion of Morgan’s book; those of the subsequent degrees to that of the thrice ilfus-
trious order of the Cross, were divuiged by ihe (,pnveutu,m of the seced‘l‘ng.rgasog;
at Lo Roy, on the 4th of July, 1828. Those in Morgan’s bool 1 u’mllt:nahu‘n1 t;{ :
adiitted on all bands to be corrgct.  But with regurd to the obl\gz}tmns of t .1e }:1(
Cross Kuights, and the Templars, as disclosed by that Convention, you say t’ t
althongh yeu have received these degrees, and assisted in .confg.rrmg them, you
of b Your impsession is that they must
have been devised westwaid of Albany, and imposed upon candidates without the
sanction of any governing body. You do not guestion the correctness of the pulf-
lication of these degrees by the Convention of seceding masoss.  You are auth.m_—
ized to state, that when the forms of those obligations were received in the city,
neasures were taken by the Grand Encampment to ascertain whether any encamp-
et under iis jurisdietion had in fact ever administered any such'obligations, and
it 50, where, and by whom they had been imposed. s ;

It is carnestly to be hoped that the grand encanipment will sincerely and serious-
Iy pursue this inquiry, and make known the result of their rescarches to the world.
in the mean time, cbserve the inferences to be drawn from thl.S' extreme diversity
o the terms and import of the obligations as administered in different lodges, chap-
ters, and encampments; but ¢/ under the sauction of this tremen_dous puth of the
e« teved apprentice—all secured by this soul-shackling pledge, given in advance,
& 1la ignorance of what they are to be; and all rivetted by the penalty to which [
cirall next advert. Fourthly,

¢ .sil this, T promise and swear—binding myself uader no less penalty than that
of h.‘.\'ing By, throat cut across from ear to ear, my tongue torn out by its roots,
aul my body buried in the rough sand of the sea, at low-water mark, where the
t :le ebbs and fows twice in twenty four bours.”

Ve have baen told over and over again that this is understood by masons to he
mexly an invoeation—and the Conmmnittee of Investigation of the Legislature of
+ hode Island, have gravely told the world that the expianation given by masous
i this penalty, is, © that T would rather have, or sooner have, my throat cut, than
{0 reveal,” &e. It is unfortunate that this explanation is in direct contradiction to
ih plam and unequivocal import of the words of the Qath. The Oath incurs the
for its violation. The explanation promises fidelity, though at the expense
T'he Dath imprecates the doath of a traitor, as a penaliy for treachery.—
i he explanation claiing a crown of imartyrdom for constancy. If Benedict Arnold
i taten in the act of treason to bis country, he would have suffered no less
7 than death, thoug!

not the barbarons and brutal death of the masonie

ared denth en Bunlker’s Hill, is therean ex-
a who dure tell yon that he sufivred a penaléy. Yet so it is, that
onic Uath, and its explanation, confonnd all moral distinctions to the degree
iering the death of a mustyr and the death of a traitor as one and the same

wtion of the penalty annexed to the cntered apprentice’s oath, it
nis wiedged, is not ingennous, it is not even ingenious, 1}t is a grand
haling sign of distress; or it is a masonic Murder of the English Language.

I say this with the less hesitation, beeause in your seventh letter contuining your
defence of the masonic Gbligntie ou have disdained to taket posteroas ez-
planation of the Rhode ¥l You know too well the iu:port of words.
g iy avow thut the Gaths and Obligations are out of season— out of reason;
to be abolislied. T will therefore forbear to press upon you the still ross-
dity, to the pr ded Rhede Island ¢ planation, when app o thu i
ter mason’s and Koyal Avch penalties. Whe master nson’s pea :
bady severed in two in the midst, and divided to the Notth an:

it to ashes, and the ashes scatic

wmigzht not the leas

t

rured € wreleh, as

A




Talandleknlanats :
L and explanation, is to be the conse
¢ than betray the masonic secrets.

quence of his dying like Hiram

is to thF !iaz'ribk_: idea, of which the penalty is composed. It
& common cannibal should be ashamed. Fven in the barba-
Ly, *iomer tells you, that .when Achiiles dragged the dead
ft the walls oi'.’.i‘ro_y, it was a dishonest deed, ant(:idl’luto sevére-
even :ntron‘ncing this incident into his poem. A
4;.;“45 2 thonght disgusting even to the Heuathens. From
L mos from the ]‘rps of & christinn, it should be forever
ti »ﬁ:e moutl} of a female. The Constitution of the
i nm:ctes', prohibit the infliction of cruel or unusval pun-
ty o the law.  But no butcher would mutilute the car-
1 the masonic candidate swears consent to the ni-
weh of an absurd and senseless seeret. ‘I cannot assent
¢ penalties as idle or unmeaning words. They are
;—ef hideous significaney. The masons are bound for
gsiths lf‘{ from t!uleir records forew.u.. Would that they
i the Language, dishonored by their intreduction into its
1 reniain, very respectfully,
Your friend,

ce r::.}.. aking it longer, to compress the observations in it
>of the masonic Oaths, Obligations and Penalties, with-
isclos g A TG Sl

‘ose my opinion, and the reasons upon which it is

natitntion of free masonry was vicious, in its first step,
¥ of the entered apprentice. To sustain this opinion
Because they were:—
avs of the Land—Exirajudicially taken and administered.
‘we precept of Jesus Christ.
{ Hecrets, the Bwearer being ignorant of their nature.
{ death for violation of the oath.
ith, eruel, unusual, unfit for ntterance from human lips,
five objections, upon principles of Law, Religion,
ansound, Iinvite you to point it out. PBut if you
must iutreat you not to fravei out of the record.
iider it a refutation of either of these feasons, to say
d bororable masons, have never ¢o understcod or
ion, and Penalty. The ing y i3 not what vour
s been, but what és the Obligation, its Cath, and its

me no explanation, of this Cuth, Obligation and
ir unequivecal import. That yeu will not explain
bite, or even hy alledging that you so understand it.
id that honorable, intelligent and virtuous men, George

en for example, understood that the penalty of death
e death of wartyrdom for fidelity.

ared the nocessity of replying to the averment that the pat~
n I have just named, with a long catalogue of suck

-

J. Q. ADAMS, .

7
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men have taken this Oath, and Lound themselves to this Oblgation, uxder this pen=

alty. For I might desm it proper to inquire, whether the very aet of binding such

men by such Guth, to such Ubligation, under such peselty, isTiot among the sine of
the Institution. :

3 3 S by

I must as’c yon to suppoese that such an Institotion had never existod—that it were

now to be fornied, and that you werc. one of ton ortwenty, virtuou

meun, about to found a charitable, and convivial sccret association. Suppose a (

mittee of sach a weeling appointed to draw up a Constituiion for the Hoeicty should

veport the enterad apprentice’s Oath, Obl P

tion and Penat
{or the admission of Mewnbers. I do not ask you whe Fou wou
aceepiance of the Report, but what would you thivk of the Hepor

i consider this as the true and only test, of the inherent and e !
of masonty, and it was under this convietion, that 1 teld yeu that tlie Entered Ap-
prentice’s Oath was sufiicicut to settle in my mind the itnmoral character of the In-
stitution.

1t is perhaps teo much to ask of you, an explicit asseut to thess pos
you may consider it an aclnowledgement of error.  Eug this is the fiist and
ainental consideration from which I draw the conclusion thut masenry ought for-
ever tohe abuolished. It is wrong—essentially wiong—a seed of evil, which ean nev-
er produce any good. Itmay perish in the ground-—It may never rise to bear
fraity butwhatever frut it does bear, must be rank poison—1It can never prove a bles-
sing, Lut by its barrenness. :
My objections to this seminal principle of masoary, apply in all their force to
the single Ubligatinn, the form of which is givea in the Appeudix to your volume,
p. 3, where it is stated to have been the only obligation, taken forail three degrees
50 late as 1739, when only three dogrees of masonry were known. 'The cath is
in fewer words, bnt more comprehensive, for the obliget’on is to keep € the secrefs
or seerecy of masons or masenry.’ ~“There i indeed a qualifi
is8 not to wiri , mark, &ec. which seens to heep the obligation witkin the
vurgeofthe law. For the promise’is to reveal nothing whereby the Eecret might
be wnlawfuily oblamed. 'The penalty is also death, not for constancy, but for
treachery, so that there shall be no resemblance of me among ns.’

"i'his oath, obligation and peralty, the onl en in all the degrees of ma~
sonry knowan but one century ago, i3 ths rent of all the degrees and all
the Caths, Oblieations and Penulties, since lnvented, and of the whole progeay of
erites decended irom them. 'The natural and unaveidable tendeney of such anob-
tion, is the :ind. This tendeney is among the most ohvious
ez which h interdiction of @il such oaths and oblig:tions, by the

1, the cceles 1d the moral lams.  The obligation is to keep undefined
secreis, As they are ua ad in the ebligntion itself, there iz nothing in the consti-
tutions of masonry to define them, or to secure uniformity either of the secrets or of
the obligations., Every lodge may vary the secrets, obligations and pe ]
according! 1y have been so varied, that searcely any two adhering masons give
ihe same acoount of them. Alinost the only defence of masoary, after the publica-
tion of the Dooks of David Bernard and Svery Allyn, consisted in efforts to discredit
thewm, by denying ihat the Gaths, Cliigations and Penalties were tiuly stated by
thon. A secret [nstifution in three degroes; the secret of each degree being withheld
from the members of the degrees inferior to it, is a perpetunal temptation to the initi-
ated to multiply the secvets and the degrees, ~Thus it is that the Lodges have grown
into Chapters—the Chapters into Encampuients—the Encampments into Counsisto-
rics; und so long ago as Becember, 1862, the Grand Inspectors of the United States
of America, issued at Charleston, South Carolina, a circalar, anncuncing the exis-
tence and the names of thirty-three degrees of masonry.

The secrets, to the keeping of which the entered Apprentice is swoun, areindef-
inite. In genuine masonry, when revealed to him, he finds them frizolous. You

o

acknowledge that your first feelings upon receiving them was disappontment. &e
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2 confirmed infidel. The sincere and rationzl belisver in the Gospel, can find no con-
firmation of his faith in the unwarrantable nses made of the Holy Scriptares to shed

fubulous fabric of fiee masonry, while the

an unction of their sanetity around the
reprobate miscreant will be tanght the uses to which fraud and secrecy may turn

the lessons of piety and virtue, inculeated in the

tion.
cruTLY those things that were not right acaiost the Lord their God,’ they became

idolators, and were carried into captivity. Their cities then were soon filled wtth a
mongrel race of Babylonians and Assyrians, who perverted the Word of God with

sublimest eflusions of divine inspira-

In those seriptures we are told, that when ¢ the children of Tsrael did sE-

burnt their children in fire, to the Gods of Sepharvaim,

and € feared the Lotd, and served their graven images’—an emblem of free mason -

ry, far more illustrative of its character, than the Tragedy of [iram Abiff. :
The entered Apprentice’s oath is, therefore, in its own nature, a seminal prinei-
ple of consprracy— and this ohjection applies to the only ouath originally taken in
all the.degrees of free masonry at the first institution. The ostensible primiitive
prrposes of free masonry, were all comprised in good-fellowship. Put to goed-
fellowship, whether of labor or refreshment,neither secr 4y, nor oath, nor penaliies
are necessary or congenial. In the original institution of free masonry, there was then
an ostensible and a seeret object, ar
were supplied of converting it to any ewil purpose of associt )
from the danger of deteetion. Hence all the bitter fruits which the institution
hag borne in Germany, in France, in Mexico, and lastly in this our beloved eoun-
try. DNowcould they have fiiled to be produced in Great Britian, but that by sharp
and biting statntes, they have been confined withln the Jimits of the ostersible ob-
Jject of the brotherhoad-—good feliowship.
I am, with inuch respect, dear =

Your fiiend ard servant,

J. Q. ADAMS.

nd by the graduation of the order, the means
ated power, screened
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TEER IIE.

Quidrcy,; 6th September,

¥ 1832,
W, L. SToxns, Esq. New York.

Dear Sir——In my two precedin
from the fountains of Law, Religion and Morals, aguinst the first step of fi
sonry, the Oath, with its oblication and penaity, administered to the Entersd Ap-
preutice at his initiation. Yon will certainly understand, that in this denaneiation
of the thing, it is not my intention to include a charge against any individual who
has ever taken the oath—as on the other hand 1 exclude ail paliiation or justifien-
tion of it upon the mere authority of the great namnes of men by whom it has beer

taken.

It is a pledge of faith from man to man, solemnized by
fortified by the express assent of the swearer to undergo the per
mutilation, at, or afier death, for its violation. Such it is in , and no expla-
nation can, without doing violence to the natural connexion hetween thovght and
language, take away this its essential and unequivoeal impert.

"T'he objections are:—1. To the oath. 2. To the protise,

1. To the oath—as a double violation of the law of the Land, and of the law
of God. Upon this there appears by your seveuth letter to Lo very little, if any,
differenee of opinion between you and me. The prineiples assumed and admitted
in the introduction te your seventh letter, are unguestionably correct with referance
to law, to religion, and morals—and it is equally clear that they are all disregarded
in the administration of the masonic oaths. It is a vice of the institution, which no
example can justify, and which no sophistry can extenunate. Your acknowledg-
ment Is magnanimous—your argument is unanswerable, 3
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3. To the penalty.
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Jurors iu courts of law are sworn to keep secret the eguncils of their follows, and
tueir own. The Juror to be sura knows not what the conncils of his fellows wiil
Bes when he swears to keep them secret, but he knows that they cannot extend be-
joud the line of their duty to decide the matter conunitted to (hem—nnd there iy
nohing indefinite in the obligation from ths momeut when it becomes binding upon
him. 'Lle masonic swearer, is ignorant of the extent beth of his oath and of his
premise—and after his admission, he still is never informed what are the seerets
v iich he has been sworn to keep.

In your enumeration of the essential secrets of the Grder, youn do not include the
Oathis themselves, as administered to the candidates for adniizsion. "These, there-
fo:e, are notsecrets which any mason is bound to keep. IDut has this been the un-
derstanding of intelligent masons heretofore?  Why then have the forms of the
oaths never been made public in the masonic books, pub d by authority, or
without objection from the order 2 Why have they become so different in difler-

atplaces?  Why in all the trials which have arisen from the wiurder of Morgan,
ard in which evidence of the forms of those oaths, obligations and penaities was
tial to the issue, have not auhenticated copics of ther been produced in court
iy masonic witnesses themselves ?
thee have been numerous defences of masonry, by individual masons and mwasonie
lodges, very indignantly denying, that they ever took or administered the obliga~
tions with the words ¢ Murder and I'reason not excepted,’” and generally denying
tirat they were under any obligations contrary to the laws of God, or of their coun~
tiy 5 but anxious as they have all been to fix the charge of slander upon Avery
AWy and David Bernard, and to make the world believe that the forms of masonie
ouths, obligations and penalties, diselosed in their hooks were fibrications of thejr
¢wil, never used by any masonic body—still in no single instance have they ever
produced or ceitified to the oaths, obligations and penalties, as used or administered
Ly themselves, until the investigation instituted last winter, by the Legislature of
Rliode Island, and conducted in a spirit so friendly to masonry, and so adverse
antimasosry, that it could scarcely have heen more so, had every member of the
investigating committece but one, been himself an adhering mason. In that inves-
tization, the committee, like yourself, considered the secrets of masonry consisted
of the signs, grips, pass-words and emblematical figures of speech—and no more—
and with regaxd to these, they indulged the brotherhood, by not inquiring into them
by interrogation of adhering masons—giving notice, that they should take all these
profound mysteries, to have been correctly set forth in the books of Allyn and Ber-
nard, unless positive testimony to the contrary should be voluntarily offered by ad-
hering masons.

But the committee did require testimony from the adhering masons, of the oaths,
obligations and penalties, as taken in the lodges, chapters and encampments in
Rhode Island, and it was given. 'The appendix to the report of the committee con-
tzins this evidence, and authenticates upon full, adhering masonic authority, the
oaths, obligations, and penalties, as taken and administered in Rhode Island, of eley-
en degrees, from the entered apprenticeto the royal master.

It is therefore to the indefiniteness of the promise in this authenticated obliga-
tion of the entered apprentice, that I take my first objection—and this indefinite-
ness is not only intrinsic in the terms of the obligation’ itself, but is aggravated by
the previous pledge of the candidate to conform to the established usages and cus-
toms of the order, and by the chargegiven by the master who administers the oath
which charge enjoins it upon the candidate as a duty to obey the instructions of the
master of the lodge, and to keep the secrets of a brother niason, committed to him
as such. 'The obligation includes also the pledge to Leep secret the transactions of
the lodge—without exception.

There are thus, according to the understanding of the- Rhode Island masons, and
to your’s, three distinct classes of secrets, to which every accepted mason was bound
—first to the secrets of masonry, consisting only of the signals of communieation,

In Massachusetts, Vermont, in Rhode Island, 3
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LETTER EV.

Wu. L. Stone, Esq. New-Yorl. gt o R
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materiality, the judges. or the legislators, have the exclusive right to decide. Neo
witness, called before a court of justice, or an authorized committee ofa legislature,
can refise to angwer any question put to him by the court or the co}l]l]lit.lee., on the
ground that he deems it immaterial to the trial before them. This principle be-
comes more glaringly obvious, when applied to the proniise never to reveal the se-
eret of a brother mason, communicated as such contained in a master mason’s oath.
Eut the principle is identically the same. The entered apprentice promises never
toreveal fo any person under the canopy of Ieaven, that which the Jaws of his
country may, the next day after he malkes the promise, make it his duty to reveal
to any cemt of justice before which he may be summoned to appear, or to any com-
wittee of the leeislature of the state in which he resides, or of the Union. 'The
promise is therefore unlawful, by its universality. Tk

You will remember that { am maintaining the position that the obligation, under

oath, and penalty, administered to and taken by the entered apprentice, is in itself
essentially vicious. I now state the promise in the words universally admitted to be
ased in that ceremony. Do you deny that they contain an unlaw/ful piomise ? Yes,
say you, because the candidate is told by the master who administers the oath,th.?t
i y to understand that nothing therein contained is to interfere with his
politiczl or religious principle; with his duty to God, or the laws of his country.’—
And you, und all honest and worthy masons, take and administer the oath with this
undestanding.  Well then—ithe promise is in its terms contrary to the law of the
land, bat you take and admiuister it with a tacit reservaticn, farnished to you not
by the action of your own understanding, but by the previous notification of the
master who administers the oath to you. So, and so only yousay, the terms of the
proivise are to be construed. But in the first place, this is nota question of con-
struction, bat a question of mental reservation. The words are plaia and unequive-
cal; but you pronounce them with a reservation, that the promise shall bind you to
nothing contrary to law. Now what possible reasonor justification can there be for
exacting a promise under oath, the real meaning of which is totally ditferent from
that of the terms in which it is couched. You swear a man to one thing, and you
tell him it means another. But, secondly, how far does your exception extend?—
Yousay the promise extends only to the essential secrets of masonry, a2nd to the law-
ful transactions in the lodges, and to the secrets of masons not eriminal—the former
of which you consider of not the least consequence to the world, but esseriinl for
1he preservation - fhe society. The secrecy of transactions in the lodges you be-
fieved to be merely conventional; and the promise of keeping the secrets of a broth-
er mason, are cancelled, when the secret coufided to you by him is of a erime coni-
witted by himself.

Now all these exceptions resolve themselves info the tacit reservation, au’horiz-
ed by the declaration of the master, before admiu!stering the oath, that it contains
nothing contrary to law. If the oath is taken with that reservation, it applies equal-
ly to the promise to keep the essential secrets of the order, and fo all the others.
Aud therefore a freemason, summoned before the Committee of a Les iture, or 4
Court of Justice, is bound not less to disclose the grips, signs, due guards, and tok»
ene, than he is to divulge the crinies of a brother mason, known to him,

The simple question I take to be this—1 suppose a ficemaszon to be summoned
before a legislative committee or assembly or jndicial tribunal, to testify.  Ishe or
is he not bound to answer way interiogaiory put to him by their anthority, and
which they require of him to unswer, resprc g the essential secrets of the craft!

If he is, how can these secrets be kept, and of what avail are all the oaths, ad-
ministered to masonic candidates whether with or withont pen ity 2 If he isnot,
then the obligation of the masonic oath supersedes the oblizutions of the law of the
land. And if the masonic oa'h of secrecy i puaennt to the law of the land, with
regard to mysteries of the eraft, where is the principle w i restores the su-

premacy of the law, to require the disclosure of masonic crimes > The masouic outh
makes no diserinination between the searets—the promise is to Keep them all—

2
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d s0 one would think it must be considered by every fair minded, and honor-
Ble man, And why, then, do fuirninded, and honorable men adhere to this penalty ?
s it worthy of fuir minded and honorable men to use words full of sound and fary,
ilying nothing —to nse them as the sanction to a promise? —to use them w.ith an
sppeal to the everlasting God ? - Ave the words so charmning in themselves—is the
fhonght conveyed by them to the mind so irresistibly fuscinating that even now
twelve hmadred fuir minded and hanorable wen of Massachusetts declare in the fuce
of their country and of mankind that they wiil not renounce the use of them. O, say
not what fair midad and hororable men will or will notde ! Twelve hundred men
«f YMassachusetts, wea of fiir and houorable miinds, even now, after all the arts,
and points ef the mysteries of fres masonry have been revealed and published
»world, nay, after the very check-word transmitted to them for their protect-
agaiust the intrusion of book wasons upoen their mysteries had deen divaolged
er all this, twelve huandred masens of Massachusetts have declared

A vy

B
hat ¢l t renounce er abanden the mysteries of free masonrys;—that they
wiil still continue to bold their meetings, to Tyle their T.odges, to braudish their
frawn swords foe the exclotion of Cowans and Faves droppers, and to swear the

r simpleton who will henceforth submit te take the Qath, never to reveal,
never to wilte, print, cat, carve, paint, stain, or engrave; secrels known to every
ane who wiil fuke the teeable to read—secrets, in their own estimation, insignifi-
paerile—secrets, in the estimation of great mullitades of their fellow citi-
susting and blasphemous;—that they will continue to swear the candidate
i3 path of secrecy, nuder no less a penaity than that of having his throat cut
arrass from ear to ear, Lis tongue torn out by the roots, and his body baried in the
rough sand of the sea, at low water mark, where the tide ebbs and flows twice in
teveuty four bonrs,  Put that they will take care to explain to him, that this only
he will resher die than reveal to any person under the canopy of heaven these
s known to all the woild: that his oaih is not to interfere with his religion or

nor with any of lus daties to his neighbor, his country, or his Ged. For
4 ystie Muse of masenry: —

And 1 a Holy text, around she strews
To teach masonic Moralists to die.

Tave T praved that the cntered apprentice’s caéh is a breach of Law, human nnd
:2 I bat its premise is undefined, mnlawful, and nugatory 2 That its penaliy
rharews, inhaman—iuardersas in its terms, and in its least obnoxious sense nutl
dene. 'The first step in free masoary is a false step.
atien is a crime—and like all vicious usages should be

JOHN Q. ADAMS.
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and voil?  If so—my ¢

The following is an extract from a Letter from the ex-President of the United
States, to Beujaisin Cowell, Esq. of this city, who had requested his opinion as to
nost proper ieans to be used to put down the masonic institution in this

the
oountry,
Washington, 28¢h Nov. 1832,

Brxrasrw Cowernt, Esq.
#ir—Your letter of the 2.d inst. eaclosing your address before the Antimasonie
Conveantion helden at Providence on the 2d inst. proposes a question of considera-

ty—namely, by what meass the institution of freemasonry, with all its
exceptionuble properties, may be put down.

{ anwwer by the voluntary dissolution of the Society, or by its extinction by the
anice of others to contraet its obligations.
i have hoped that the virtuous and intelligent members of the Order, upon find=-
ing that all their seerets have been revealed and i..ade public ; upon perceiving the
atrocious criimes connected with the murder of Morgan, and to which
is,, Ubligations and Penaliies have given rise, and upon discovering the

ble ditiiz

J0T0

their Qat
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generalobloquy into which the Tnstitution was gradually sinling, would franhiy

have abandoned it of their own aceord. 'T'his expectation has not been fully real-
ized.  But great numbers of masons hive ecased to frequent the lodges— numbers
of lodges and chapters have suffeced their charters to expire ; and I beiteve the ine
ftances are now few in which they swear a man upon the penaity of Imving hig
throat cut from ear to ear, to keep secret from every himan heine, what ever} hu-
man being who will read the boolss of David Bernard nd Avery Allyn, knows as
well as the brightest masons of ‘he lannd —still the majority of musons “do adhere to
thg Craft, aud refuse to give up their [dol, The only way to den’ with theni, is e
bring to bear upon them Public Opinion. And that ‘mode of treatient has Leen
pursued with regard to the disease with considerable and encouraging snceess.

I coucur with you in the opinion that the administration of asonic oaiths, obli-
gations and penalties, ought to be prohibited by statutes of the Suie Legi latures,
with penalties annexed to.them, not of cutting throuts from ear to ear, nor of cui~
ting the body in two by the middle—nor of opening the lefi bisast, and te: ing ot
the heart and vitals—nor of smiting off the skull to serve ay @ cup fur the fifth liba-
tion ; but with good wholeso.ne penalties of fine and Iinprisonn ent adequate to
their parposes of deterring eveiy ter, Grand Master, Grand King or othe
Dignitary of the sublime and ineifable degrees from esor mere polluting hs lips
with the execrable formularies, which have at length been dr d into light.—
Most cordially would I, were [ a meniber of any Ftate Legislatare in the Union,
give my voice and vote for the enactinent of sach monitory statates. But this
cannot be effected so long as masonry controls the majorities in the £tate Legislatures,
that is so long as the people continue to elect as members of the State Legislatares
adhcring freemasons—or men who are neither masons nor antin.asons ; or, what
You call moral antimasons 5 men, who disapprove masonry, Lut are afra’d of in-
curring masonic vengeance, by raising a finger, or uttering a word gainst it—men
whose virtue consists in nent ality between right and wrang 3 and who are willing
to believe that to refuse their votes to a maa, beeause he is an wihe ing fecinusomn
Is persecution. Solong asthe people continue to comslituie tujorities of their
State Legislatures of such men as these, so long will it be idie to expect any statu-
tory enactment against masonic oaths, obligations and penalties.

it is therefore the duty of pure aud di iterested antinasoury to operate, as well
as it can, upon public opinion ; and one of the nost efibriic ¢ wodes of thus opeia~
ting is the ballot-box. It Is just and proper that every imdi idaul, honestly belicv
ing that the massnic institution is an enorinous nuisauce in the coinmanity, whici
if not voluntarily relinquished onght to be broken down by the urn of the luw,
should resolve that he will vote for individuals as members of the & tate Legislutuies,
entertaining upon this subject the samse opinions as himse!f, and for none other,—.
If this resolution he Just and proper for each individual separately 5 it is equally so
for as many individuals coliectively, as can agree upon the piiveiple. Far £ om
being obnoxious to the churge of persecution, it is pethaps the wiidest of al possi-
ble forms of operating upon public epinicn—by public opinion itseif.

It is thus the antimusons have acted ; first in the Ytage of Now York, where the
Morgan murder has fastened upoun the head of masomy a spot of blood, like thut
which the dream of Macbeth's wifis paints upon hers, ind which all the peifumes of
Arabia can never swecten : and subsequeutly in other States, i cluding thit of
Rhode Island.  Thus far, the priuciple of political autimasonry has my hearty a
probation, and in the diversity of opinions which sti!] unhappily prevails on this
quesiion, it is a satisfaction to me that the dictates of my judgni it cotncides with
that of a large majority of the inhabitants of my native town, wy friends and neigh-
bors, and of a highly respectable portion, if not a majority of the constituents
whom I have the honor of representing in the Congress of the United States,

With regard to the political course of the antimasons in Rbode Istand, T am not
a competent judge. 'L'o the caquse of antimasonry, I consider the Legislative In-
vestigation of the last winter, as having essentially coutributed, Tt has substap=
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done by Freemasons. Thus he has sealed the truth of nis revalations by sacrific-
ing his own life, aud the Freemasons estiblished their accurucy incontrovertibly by
the punishment they inflicted on him. For, according to their own bloody code,
Lie could ot have incurred the penalty of death, if he had not revealed their se-
erets. in February, 1828, a conveution of seeeding Masons was held at L.e Roy,
in the county of Gennessee, composed of sonie thiity or forty of the n:ost respecta-
ble citizens. They published a declaration to the world under their gighatuies in
which they declared the revelation of William M orean to be stricily true and per-
tectly accurate.  Under the same respensubilities they also published the ontls and
obligations of the higher orders. In the cousse of the e vear, Elder fernaid,
Eaptist Clergyniun, of goud character, and who was a distiveuished Kason, pub-
lished a work. eutitled, * Light on Masonry,” in which the cerenionies, oaths and
wiummeries of the order are given at fuil length. In 1829, on the trial of Elhu
Mather, in Grleans county, the obligations of the three fiest degrees and of a royal
arch mason were proved, at a Circuil Court held by Judge Gardiner, by the testi-
mony of three seceding masons and of one adbering wison. In obedience to =
resolution of the Senate of New York, Judge Gardiuer reposrted this evidence, and
it was printed by order of the Senate. 1n 16 30, on a trial in Rhode Islund, the
suiLe obligations were proved in open cowt, and the trial was published at large iv
the newspapers. In 183+, on the trial of 4. C. Witherell, at New Ferlin, in Che-
nango couity, the same obligations were proved by the oaths of three adhering ma-
sous, among whom wus Gen. Welch, the Sheriff of tl e county. In the year 1830,
Avery Allyu, a regular knight templar, published a hook eulled the ¢ Ritual of
Fmem.lsom'y,’ in which the ceremonies of initiation, the lectares, oaths and mum-
eries of thirty-one degrees are fully exhilbited. "Fhousinds of masons individually
have under their nanies in the public papers, declared these publications of Eernard
and Allyn to be siiicily aceurate.

Such are the sources of information before the publie. From them I propose to pub-
Iish a brief compeud of the degrading cereniontes of initiation in the earlier degrees;
the most offensive paits of the oaths in the degrees up to and including the Royal Arch
Companion’s, and some instances of the profanation of religicn and the Holy Serip-
tures in the mummeries of the order. 'i he brevity at which I aim, will pern.it only
the exhibition of the most striking and disgusting features of free masonry.

No man can become a Mason without =ubmitting to a personal degradation, which
excites the astonishment of all, when they are first informed of it.  'T'he candidate
is compelled, in the preparation room, to take off" his coit, vest, pantaloons, eravat,
stockings and shoes : he slips his left arm out of his shirt sleeve and puts it through
the bosom of his shirt so that his arm and left breast are naked; a pair of red flan-
uel drawers kept for the occasion, are put on him; he has one slipper given him;
his eyes are blindfolded by a handkerchief or hoodwink; a rope called a cable-tow
is tied around his neck, the end of which is held by his conductors; and thus ac-
coutred, a human being, in the image of God, is introduced into a lodge room, for
the purpose of beiug iuitiated as an entered apprentice. 'Lhe followiug is the pre-
paration of making a master mason:

‘I'he junior and senior deacous stiip the candidate naked; he is then farnished
with an old pair of drawers which ure tied or battoned just ubove his hips, and the
legs of the drawers are rolled up above his knees; Lis shirt is then put over his
head and slipped down round his body, so that the parts from the middle of his
body up, and from the knees down, are entirely naked; a rope is put three times
around his neck; he is blindfolded, and is prepared in due form for the third de-
gree of Masonry. In the course of his initiation, he is made to represent a dead
man, Hiram Abiff, and is brought on a blanket to the master of the lodge! In the
Royal Arch degree three candidates are initiated at a time. There coats are taken
off, a bandage is tied around their eyes, a rope iscoiled seven times around the body
of each, which unites thein together, with about three feet of slack rope between
them; and with the end of the rope in the hand of their conducter, who leads them
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into the chupter. They pass under a Tivine m h of the breth-
| !,,.! h I}x,n’.-dls clenched tagerhicr over the hends of the eandidates, and
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%\‘} % o l]‘lA % rixm‘_zl d dution which ensves. In the very first oblication
[;":L B u, that o!f an entered appreutice, the condidate swears upon the holy bi-
: .‘,? ‘\u;v »._n i all the masonic ouaths are taken,) that he ¢ will ever conceal” and
x’?‘x L; I‘L’\ cal any pait of the secret arts and mysteries of ancient free magonry,
Wiled § have received, am about to ve eive, or may hereafier be instreeted in,’
without knew vhat it is } t " A kg s,
without kn 2 wihat it is he has thus sworn to coneeal | And he binds hinself
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2 ol ':!\:(H]m’. Fhe candidate swears that he will net give the grand hailing sign
s xe.-,ccl,% H am in real distress, or for the bencfit of the craft when at 1\'01‘1;
see :!» . e o oy rels 3 - ™
e i;;( )t:. sign given, or hear the words accempanying it, 1 will fly to
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e ﬂ_}‘ [0 50 giving it, should 1}.1610. Le a greater probability of saving
: .h‘nlh,w a1l losing .y own.” Tt is this obligation which compels master masons
.(V)tv ¢'p each other in-cvery diffienlty. In another part of the very long oath which
;:w 1;1;:1_1, 1.51 a pi'OlJl.lflSe; to apprize a master mason of al] approaching dungers There
S Hobitung to qualify this promise, and we hav ication in th i
e rs fo gal y 1-1.13 prouiise, and we have to seek its application in the notice
& t‘._- © kicnappers of Morgan to enable them to elude the pursuit of the ofii-
s St a ich s or: 1 :

Is o jusiice, and which so efiectually answered the puipose in those instances
Another part of the oath, is in these wg : Py
pags it 04k, 15 1n tnese woids: ¢ furthermore do I promise and swear
AL @ muaster masou’s secrets given (o me in charge as such, shall remain as iuvi
eiable in my breast, as in his befor i d s —; Shed.
o S tEHUSL, as In his belore communicated, murder and treason excepted,
m; lmefy ]}e(‘t to my own election.” The universality af the la oe would leave-
t‘nr-( oz:' i tl xiﬂt secrets of ev ry kind were to be kept; but as if it were mtended that

::eda.lotx'(. I;ef no room left for cavil, the exception of murder and treason is in-
Bu_tle . while all o:!zer gorumes are left under the protestion of the oath, Connected
:l!l this, is an obligation to obey all summons and signs commuricated by a broth-
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Iih.rmfﬂ mason. W h'\xt a system i3 here presented to protect a 1:ason from the
ﬁon:leuucuces of any crime, but murder and treason. The fuct that a crime
!da heen co]n‘.mxtt(:d, may be communicated with entire safety. This enables the
brothers to know what kind of relief the case requires. & condly: The grand hail
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s 13;1 e hy 5 r ay n;]{ng any of these obllgqtlons, is:this: ¢ binding myself under
: N.s j}. 1alty than 1o have my body severed in two, in the centre, and divided to
fie orth :m‘d South, my bowels burnt to ashes in the midst and scattered by the
01\1r V\rmds o'f heaven, .t!w.t there might net the [east remembrance remain among
men ol so viie and perjured a wretch as.I should be, should I ever be guiity of vio-
lating ]an:y.part_of this my selemn ocath or obligation of a Master Mason.” This
{gm;;ll;d llmltmg sign of dxlstress, should be universally known, that men not belonging:
o the Fraternity, may kn it is giv sists in holdi
o i ‘::Lh thg,h ;37 ]\ o‘“{ Wh(ﬂ} 1tis given. It consists in holding up both hands
i ead, keeping that part of thie arm from the shoulder to the elbow
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jaint, in a hovizontal position. Tt is the natural sign of astorishment. The words
accompanying it are, ¢ O ! Lord, my God, is there no help for the widow’s son.’
T'he outh of'a Royal Arch con.panion is quite fong. The fellowing ure promi-
nent parts of it.—< 1 furthermiore promise and swear that T will assist a companion
Royal Arch Musoin when I see him engiged in any difienlty; and will espouse his
cause so fur as to extricate him from the sawe, whether he be Tt oR WRONG.?
—< I furthermore promise and swear that T will keep all the scerets of a compan-
ion Royal Arch Mason, when conmnunicated to mie as su-h or knowing theni to bz
such, murder and tr Iistead of the latter words, the oath is
sometimes given * witheut exception.” Tt is this clause in the oath, which explains
tie cl:catustance that in the last scenes of the trage:ly perforied upon W illiam
Morgzm, none Lut Royal Arch Masons were corcerned.  Ehis is an admirable sys—
tem for conspiracy und confederation to execute any erime und to protect the of-
To render it the more eflectuai, a cipher hits Leen invented for the M-
Allyu’s Witual, with the key.—

ason not excepred.’

fenders !
sous of this degree, which is published at large in
jt was testified on the triel of Auron Purr that he used ¢ siphier in commninicat-
ing with his confederates, and thus avai.ed himself of their 3usonic obligations.

‘bhe penalty, in this degree, is the following —¢ Liding 1 yself in no less pon-
alty than to huve my sculf swote off, and iy breius ex to the scorching 1ays
of the weridian sun, should I kuowingly or wilfuliy violate or transgress any part
of this, niy solemu oath or oblization of a Boral Arch Mason.

"Thus fur, have these obligations been repeatedly proved in courts of justice. Al-
though thoze taten in the highcr degrees are of the swue generul deseription, advan-
cing i horror and profanity at every degree, yet us they hive not been judicialiy
established, they wiil not be here repeated, except one, which seems to den.and
particular attention. It expresses that directly, whizhis the Lasis, the end and ob-
ject of the whole oider, namely, fo co.fer on its mewbers pe Wliar advanfag
ciusive of the rest of their fellow-citizens. ‘'ie ohligamon alinded ro, it eantained
in the degree calied ©Secret Aouitor,” and is us foitows: ¢ 1 QrIBOYe Promis
and swear, that L will assist a brother sesret wonitorin preference 1o any other per-
son, by introducing him to business, by sending Liw custom, or in any other man-
ner in which I can throw a peuny in his way.’

in the same spirit is an addition that was made to the Vaste oath,in the orth-~
ern part of this © tite, a fuw years since, by Gov. Fiteher, who intreduced it from
Vermont. It was to the eflect, that in voting for pubsi leers, a preference
shonld be given to a Mason over another candidate of cquul qualifications. Very
respectable testisony of the fuct, was published very erally in the newspapers
about two yeuars since, and has never, to the kuowled Yt ri-
dicted or questioned. it is admitted that this obliga terus, hos not generally
heen adininisteced, but it is insisted, that if the i Le ounce adiniited, that
en in our country may band together in seeret conciuve for any puarpose not
lkmnown to the laws, and may bind themselves under obiizaticns involving the pan-
aity of"death for their transgression, they muy us well pledge thenselves to any new
oiject or purpose, «s to these for which they hive alreads ociated.  "Lhere i no
limit to the extent of suen associations, if’ they ure al'owed atall, The priucipie
itself is radically wrong.  But independent of any positive obiigation, the very ere-
ation of sach artificial ties of brotherhood, the stienath whici they acquive by ire-
quent repetition, and by the associations of the fraterni ¥, vecessarily pro ‘nce a
clanuish attachwent which will ordinarily exhibit itsclf in the niost iniportant con-
ceros of life, in bestowing business and pationag

¥
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on a brother, and in elevaling
him to oilice and rank, which will reflect back houor upon the order to which he
belongs. ‘i‘he inevitable result, therefore, of such iustitutions, is, to give to one
cluss of citizens, unequal and unjust advantages over those who are not of the fa-
vored order. And when we find this naturai-résdit hastennd and etrengthened by
obligations under the most awful penalties, ¢ fiy'to the “eief of .'}“li'roll\ér'v, lotes-
pouse his cause whether right or wiong, and to c()m,:c,ul hlis‘ Lcriulxes, “hive hot the
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rest of the commnnity a right to cav to thase ¢ xelusives, these privil
will not subwit to your usu pations; uutil yon restore your feilow-citi
rights and privileges with you, we will not give you our votes or
public ofiice? i5 Antiasonsy; and to ace Dl
mization is the only siexns. 6 Nso0as give up their
claiius to p ivit cet th
erunlation i
fine, lot then
unlawlul oaths
then, yield th

ities—and
.\\)FH'.‘{.

of Freemasonry remains to be taken.
in itx frivolous cereton
i A few instanc

to the profimation of
seriplure and of the ¢
i 1Lost ¢ ture is s0 interwoven with Jon
pervessivi eould not be understood withont a de~cription of
wotld be teo velwininoss for this essay,  'Fliose swho
are referred {0 Fernard's i ight on Musonry, and (o Aliyn®
inthe Mark 31 s degrew, the cand
seers, Lm0, whiel after some mumuwiery, is pretesded 1o be the
away. s the candidate has takien the oaths, the m
stotie, which, after pretended semch is bronglii to i
iv. 14, the tollowir B his is the stone thut was set at nought hy the huilders,
which is besome the hond stone of the corner.’ "Tha Right ‘v\'m"s‘;ip.‘h! Busie
then addre idate and reads to him the following, from chapter 11
ot the Kevalations of . doling 17th verse, ¢ 'T'o hiw that overcometh will § give
to eat of the fizdden 4 nna, and T will give him a white stone, and in the stone,
8 2010 name written, which no wan kungweth. saving Lim that receiveth it ' ha
b . saine forwuy receive the new name.'—
hipful Xaster, who thus addresses hiin:
| wdme spoten of h. Seripture, T will now invest you with: none
A50uS recsive it It is this cicele of letters, which is the &01ea
da and are the initials of ¢ e words, Hiram Fyrian, i7d-
Sent t) 13 1g Sulonon”  Ghe cuudidate seleets s private mark from
s It cainnst he pen ¥ 10 poist out to any one acquainted with his
: ion of tha te especting the rejected corner stane, which
riiptive of onr Saviour, and the rejuction by the fews.
the white stone and the new name, is
¥ o those who have overcoms the world,
sulnts and jnst men nade purfect.  "Lhe aud ity of
name, ax ene of the signs of recognition aviong the
i wprize and abhorreneen,
- the three candidates are paraded aronnd
the Chapier, duri -cipal rojourner rewds the lollowing pussnge
from thie 3d chapter of Fyodus, ‘—H4. ¢ Now Moses kept the flock of Jethvo, his
futher-in-law, the poiest of 3 idian, aud he led the flock to the haek side of the des-
ety and cume to the monatain of God, even Horeh.,  And the angel of the fLord
gppeared uito hine in a flas.e of fire, out of the midst of the bush, and ke Jooked,
and behold the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.” Py the
tims ilus ro i« ended, the candidates have arrived in front of g representation
of the buruing hush, ptuced ina corner of the chapter, when the principal Sojourn~
er directs theis to buft, and slips up the bandage from their eyes. A companion
wio perforins this part of the seene, viz.: the personating of the Deity, steps e
hind the veraine b 3, and calls ont \'ei.ementl_‘,f, ¢ Moses, Moses!” "The Principal
Bojourner ; foz, tha cangiduies, < Here qin L F'lie companion behind the
basir c /e ehes w; “dinw not nigh, hither; put off thy shoes
*froim idy feel, for the place whereon thou siandust is holy ground.  § am the God
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v e & gce O e

8 Ritual,
idate 1s made to bring & stone to the over.

aster inguires for the ey
wheit he reads from 4243
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ed ordéis, wa
205 to equal
trust you with of thy riifh:“-
sh his object, politicu] orga- "The Prinecip
own favoritism and and says, md
feilow-citizens in the fair field of this a scene of dis
¢ coutroversy in politics, on equal terms—in The candidates are
their chapters, their widiight couclives, thelr but that they I o
Antimasous wiil then, but not till ' reads to them the 18th and idth ver

t relates | them, the God of your futhe : ‘ :
-8, and the ¢ irreverent vse of what is his name, what sl}eaﬂ |‘s:;$‘ unto the ni. Ao
ouly, can be given, because, THAT 1 A}i, and thas thon shalt say nuto the child
g cerenionies, that ite | me uulo you.’
those ceremonies, which go up.
are curious on the suhject, = AMY

owri | grips,

!
n

'

cis thein to kueel down and covert
Lis fuce, for he was alfinid fo |
vl confusi

:h thers is here ue roen
ey

ol the he

sion evsuer, for whi
2d if they are willing to go to .}"g
ve no pass-woid, and lnqu T he
s of the 8d chapler o
‘anid unto Ged, hebold, when T comne nuto the children of .
4 s hath sent we unto yon, and

The piincipnl sojourner then §
Compunions, you will foilow me. Cur
And this is, in very truth, the pass-w
as proved on the trial of Elihu Mather. (s Jud Gurd
eculiny navie of the Great fehovah, is prostitated i ihe
. i and -words of free masenry! In ligher de
val its iz vsed for the same degradation and v
is too dis ting to be pursued. e ¢ it t
of these howible iupisties; but the nature of thw cuis scewad to :
Comment wust be superfiuouns. Tt is nof possible in Lh-.sr]n!nd s I"‘tl
aay oie can read the account of such horrible profination of the Divin

the name ¢
Eut the ¢

i P
t at the rap

o

nee, thy

AT ER

: el ; ; :  wondat. S ~
withont shuddering.—Will it be any longer a s‘nl{)ect of wonder, that christion
) i i s W 1 ¢ titotion, that %
churebes refuse communion with persons whe adhere to an institation, th i in its
nightly orgies repents this exhibition?  Can ministers any long d ot
=3 B

indifference with which the most sublime mysteries c.)lf're
by men who are in the habit of attending such exhibiti

i : hib E
To farnish a comiplete picture of Free masonry, it should be exhibit 'din :
C . : s o ffor ] ance at a few ofthe most }
tical results.  But for this, reom is afforded ouly to glance at a (,'“' (?. ,;_ ~1-( f"lel—
portant heads. Drinking, singing aund carcusing, form a resulas part of the busi-

ness at every meeting of a lodge or chapter. , Fow many \'u':tm_:'.-; of 1:;’11-:‘:5";*,(;:;;:;‘::::(3
may trace their ruin to this single ca Heparated from their ;x]'.o.nrzevﬁ an 1I".e»xr
ﬁm%i!ics, enveloped in the darkness of nig \t,l and gu':n‘dA(:(‘i f;;rm: aA,A n;tmfioln 5y a
vigilant "Uyler at their deor, the bacehanals have ov m':\| ind t;m':‘ut_ ‘0 exe
motive for restraint. They are shut from the eyes of the warld, and t
are sworn to secrecy ! | w2l

Free masonry, corporate free masonry, is clmrgf:‘nl;lc with L.‘.e ; . Rl
zen, and the marder of a futher and a husband. L he proof gm] this ject 8 poks
featly eoncinsive, and is to be found in the reports ofthel tn.l,i ofz‘llze l;ldlnip pers
of Witliam Morgan. and in the otficial accounts gl\'?i.\-b_}' 1-1‘9}(‘111:.0"’6:.Yt‘.?z'(}ddi ..11:09.
nies. It is responsible, also, for having bafiled inquiry, for having defeated i

P no
brethren

ing a free citi-

% ot - he acauittal of per.

igation by the removal of witnesses, and for having produced the .0211:,1!('&1 o”:;”‘
sons notoriously guilty. Wm. Wilsor, a muson and a juror :;n one of the late trials,
5 Ry 5 2 oo of Tadoe o i .
shamefully distegarded all the evidence, and the charge of Judge on, and e

fused to concur m a verdict with his eleven fe]lu\w.'s.. it has been decid ’d,.h"'
Marey, in the State of New York, by two sets of t.rw_x;sl at ::{cu'Cmt va:mL -
Judge Gardiner, in the same state, and by a court in u(gde o fan the (—)’;
tioas of free masons disqualified a2 man fron: being an i i .',u.r'J.?“m} e :
where a brother mason was a party; and such undeubtedly is ﬂ!.e u{':&':m the lm;r}
The Grand Lodge of New York has given one ‘hundrq‘d do”u_rs,rnlx e nu,}}:, trf)ton?]c\
the most guilty kidnappers of Morgan. The Grand .(/lmptei . ;vx_e) same state, 1_as
given one thousand dollars to aid and sustain other well _l\mm n -Jum)ppersi)am to
enable them to escape from justice, at a time when they l:a{d no rlnlc_)x;]q"i to ,estow;
in charity, to widows and orphans. ‘Th)s ‘lms‘ been recently A‘est.a.‘! ishe }m tﬂm trmf
of a libel suit, brought by Jacob Gould, which was tried at tbany, in the State o
Now York.
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ut perhaps the most remarkalle evidence of the ing force of masonie ob-
lizations and ol the real power of the fraternity, is afforded in the conduer of those
wito control the newspapers of the country. - When the inglish forg v, Stephenson,
was kidnapped in a distant state, and Lrought forcibly to New Youk, the whole
country raie with the alarm which was sounded by the newspuper press and every
p riol wis called on to resent this invasion of personal liherty.

But when a free citizen of America was diagged from his family, foreibly carried
through the country and drowned in the deep waters of the Niazara, a death-iike
silence pervaded the newspupers; or if'they spolie, it was to notice the outrage in
terms of irony as a trifling and unimportant affair. 'f he papers of every purty
teemed witlisthe most gross thisrepresentations; a_simultaneous attack was made
on all who were engaged in discoyver g the offenders; fabricuted acconnts of Mo
gan’s having been seen at ditferent and distant places, were incessantly eirculnt-
ed, and every eflort was made to delude the public mind and mislead inquiry.
How tremendously powerful must have been that organization, which conld pro-
duce this shameful treachery of the press to its public duties ! These fiets are us
notorious.as the sun at noon day, and w stronger proof of their general truth can
not be adduced, than the single circunistance, that to this day, thovsands and mil-
lions of the reading citizens of this country are ignorant of the history of Morgen’s
abduction and wieder, and are totally uninforined of the abominations of free ma-
senry.  F'he usual sources of their informaiion, on this subject, are dried
up; the stream of intelligence does not fow from them,

"This abstract must draw {0 a close. To the people of America is presented thiis
fuithful picture of au institution existing in their bosom;

Which debases its own niemibers by a most disgusting personal degradation, in the
very act of their reception; i :

Which desecrates {he religion of the country; and mocks the Diving Masresry;

Which muzzles the press, and perverts and poisous the sources of intelligence,

Which createsan order of nobility in this free country; fills it with officers named
in abject defference to monarchical Institutions; calling them Worshipful Masters,
Kings, Grand Kings, Knights, Princes of Jerusalem§ Priests, Prelates, High Priests,
and Grand High Priests; ’

Which elaims for, and bestows on jts members, peculiar and exclusive privileges,
to the prejndice of their fellow men;

Which bids defiance to the laws, interrupts their administrdtion, and vangpishes
Justice in her own temples.

To exterminate this monster, men of all parties have united in an appeal to the
ballot box, the only correstive for such evils. Hitherto, wherever their voice has

been heard, their cause has triumphed. It is the cause oF THE ProrLE them. |

selves, against a usurped authority over them; itis the cause of public justice and
of equal rights, and it must and will finally and speedily prevail,
PIIOCION,



