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Had Co\'er

T HAT TilE STORY of America 's husjness elite has hardlv Ix' t'11 told
becomes quite apparent when one docs decide to tell it. In this, the
"critical hilt neglected field of elite recruitment." a-, William Milk-r
has called it, st udies (If the busine», elite - past and prese-nt - an'
lark ing. a strange phenomenon that becomes all the more noticeable
when one realize- that the sou rer material for such studies is plent iful
and ncar at hand.

Few h i~t(Orian s have dea lt with this problem of the ascen t (If
ninr-ter-nth- and early twcmicth-cenmrv business lead er". " 'hen his
torians ha ve dixcu-c-cd this -ubjccr. most of them han' used the wrong
terms. attribut ing suc re », "to the pos-es-don of more sh rr \\'dlH"s or
trickiness or more pluc-k or lurk or other primate qualities th an cum
pctitors.' 011 the other ha nd. howe-ver, when they did haw the right
terms for example , ""I)('ia l den-rminantv suc h as faJl1il ~ back
ground or work l'xpc rienn'··- ·they uv-d thrill incorrcrtlv. '

In any cav-. the ro n"ensus that emerged wa- , that the "rvpical"
American business man of the late nineteenth- and carlv twentieth
o-nturv was a "rn-w ma n:' an immi grant from the <lum-, of Europe
or from hi" Iatlu-r's farm. \\ ho ro-e by his own efforts from a bovh ood
of puvc rtv, with little education or formal training. to a high posit ion
of wealt h and influence.

B ~' q lldyin g the backgrounds of '200 prominent Ameri can bucinc-e
nu-n of that per-iod. \\"illiam :\ lilitT has shown that this gcneralizatiou

l W ilJiam ~l ill .... ",\ mnil'an Hislo rians a nd the Business Elil" ," in t ht" ! () u"",1
()f l, rrm o m i1. /h,I M )'. Vol. 9,19--1".
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·14 April Th .. l thodr I f/mill UlIlI1l. ' f ' f .1i/r .. . :n
I' mrorrcrt..-\ n in\f'lig-Oltioll or rhr- R ho d e J..land hu..uu-c-, dill' of
t hi.. pl' rind lead .. to a ..imilar f01l1 1u";on.:

• • •
Thr "t~ pi-al" Rhode " la nd IIU"II1I.:''' b-ader 011 IIH' turn or th i..

I e nturv \\ a.. neirhcr a po:w,r imrnieram nor the ..... .n .,f f m c', ( H the- 1i -I
bu ..inr-.....n w ll ..rudied hen' \\ ho.....· birthplacc-, a re kl\fl\\ n. 1l1l1~ ..ix. OT

[e-.... than Iour per cent. wr-re- horn abroad Table 2 ). Th i.... j, I ann
from .gl· n ('fa ll ~ middle-clu-s b.u kgrmmd..: Ch a rle.. Fk trlWT', f.u ln-r
0\\ IWI.! a \'a riC'ty ... tore in hi.. na ti,,' Enc;Lllld : there al-o. j auu-.. Li..u-r- ,
lat her \ \ iI '" a fa m u-r . Probablv the \ )1,'''1 - an d almost (J11 1~ - rx.uupk
o f a "poor" irnmiu rnnt wbu mach- ,I,('l ln d was J o..cph Ba n iga n . III' \\;1 ...

ho m in Irela nd . J-x'gall work at t fu- age o f nine, r-a rm- to t ilt' Un ited
St ;IIt'S, fo unded the j o-cph lla n i ,~; l11 Rubber Co. in Rhod l' bla nd ,
wa s in t he I ~ H I2 Social D iTt'f"t lll' r , a nd , wlu-n he d ied, lrft a n e-tau- o f
$ 1,OI2,2liO. The immigrant . I)lUlr or not . wa s the cxo-ptio» .

' I'IH' anragl' a ge of t he...., nu-n in I! l(l(l wa s about :)7 years: in ot her
wo rds, mo-t o f them wen- ho m in the 1fUO". In 18 ;)0 , 011(, sixth o f t he
Rhod r- 1 ~ 1a J1(1 population wa s f(Jn: i .{~n.horn . J In spi lt' of Ih is, lht,,,,,
h usim,""" lendcr-, W{'TI' nol the son" o f recent immiunuu-. Then" wr-rr
a tota l o f len "new" :\"cw England Iamilir-, in the- -rudv : of rhe-e tcn ,
six \\ I'n ' lh tl"(' prc\'ioll"h Ilwntintwd ;1" immigrant"" \\ hil t' l ilt" rc'ITM ill
ing four \\ c'n ' "'IIi" of rccent inlllligr;lllts. T hl"ot'" four fcpn'''''l\I a lillk
on r 1\\0 pn It'nl of til(' I'mi rl' g:roup T a hlc:- J.\ .

'I"hi'"", fnUf wnt" all in tht· 1~I02 /11111' Uook . .\ lbn t ami Bn t ra nd J.
H on on were' hrolhe", a""'IC'iatnl \\ ith ca, 'h Ilth,' r in tllC' QUC't'1I 1)\ ein g
Co .• a hu"ine"" \'allled a l tl\ ,' r ·~2( IIl.11IIII. ' I' hl'~ \\ n,' th,' '" 1Il" o f Rohn t
Hn n o n. a (n ,t ill" d t'"igner from ).1;lI1dlt'''h'r. En!::" land . \\h" "," 'ukd ill
Lo wdl. ).l a ,,' a ch IN ·u _, in 111.12.

(;eo rge R. ).1" \II ,l a n , 11lC" "'>1\ "f ;1 dr~ gOIICf.., Illenhall l from ....tnl
la nd , IIC '("anll' Irca,.;u rer clf lilt' ( :IIt·mn itl. ( :l lmpan ~ , a I;lr /-:c' tt' xl ik

~ In \hi. ' Iud" 180 i"di,·itl ,,,,l . h"H I"-"n '".-",till:atnL l ·h.... "n' tli.-id",1 i" lo
T~xt il ,' ( !i,~) , ~ f anu f"n ur i ,, <t" r:!ll) whid. ,·, d " d ,·, ,my '''p''C\ of ,h, ' h·"tik Ir" d" ,
n" akro ~I " ll" h a lt l (20 1, and 1" " ,, 'w , · lk ,,1 E, t"l l,·Fina nr r (2-4 ). .\ h 'Il,·thotl for
a rr ivinll at Ih.., ,· indi.-idual. i, ," foil" ,: J 10",," l'!:t,-"d Ih.. l i" ,,( n" :ml,,,.. of th, '
Pruvid,"" c" lio,,, d of T , ,,d,' ill 1H'lg "1I:"i"'1 ..... h" 'n·'·r infurma tiun w", "vaibhl"
aoou t Ih.·s,· Ill"n in .-"ti",,, 1I: """alol>:i,', "rul hi, \o ri"5 of promillt'nt k lo od ,' 1., I" nd ,'" ,
and if th... r~ wa ' 511ffic;..nt i"formalion " " " i l" hl,' abou t a partirubt imli,·idu"l. thf'll
hI"wu indud" d in tlor Ii,!. TI ... h",,1 Ii, 1 of indh-i tlu"J, is gin''' in 'I;,hl,' I I.

ap""'r J. Col"Ill"" . 'rh~ '/, ,,,,," ''' ''',,Ii,,,, ,,' Uh odr 111a" d , 17~1II ·18('/1, BfO..... "
Uni"~nilr Prl"" , !'t""id...IC" , l 'Oh.l , 1'. lOll.

concern: (;eorl--:" L. Slwpl(' ~ '" father (' ;11111' to tilt' United Stal(', from

Enaland and "Iant'd tlu- in-urance bu-ine-« which hi" son wa-, to
rout imu-. In ;\11\ ca-e-. then, all of the-e huvinr-o-mr-n '\CTe rai-ed III

t'''''' 'ntialh middle- fir uppcr-clac, home".
"l hc o\{'f"-,,"wlmill C: ITMjorit y w ere native-born Rhod e l-dnndcre.

127 of the 180 hu ... im-v-, lcnder-, under "Huh or about 70 Pl'f cent 
wert- horn in Rhu(k l-Ja ml T a h lt' :! . Thr- rC'Il1;lininc: Iortv-two
individual-, - in, ludin!!: tho-e- hom out-ide uf R hod e lela nd h u t in
the Lnited State-, wr-re-, for the mo-t part. horn in the Xcnhca-acm
l'niu-d Sta ll''' : rbin v-six wr-n- horn in :\"c'w Enc:bnd. while the six
rem ai ning we-n- horn in ~ t ' \\ Yo rk {thn-e} . ~I'W .k N ·y ( two) . a nd
Aug ll"ta , (;c'o r!::"ia (OI lt') .

, \ s for tht' alH't's try o f t he",,' huxiucs-mcn, 0\"(' 1" HI; I",r ce-nt of t l1l'111
(o r I .').') of the I/lO. with in fo rm at ion la rking on !."J ) could trace the
hi-aorv nf the-ir fam ilil's in Amr-rir-a bar k to the -cvcntee m h and
I"i,ght l'cnt h rr-murics ( T a hle :1.\ ) . Thrn- was liub- dilfr-renrc in am-es

trv bet ween t hoN' \\ ho \\l'n' in t he Social f) iTl'Ctory and IhIN' who
\\,' n" not . Om- hund n-d one of tilt" 1 19 listed in th t" Sorial Dirrr fory

R'1 P'" ecru and ;I-} Ilf the f I w ho W"fl' lit II li-acd 89 P" cem ) ha d
C:('Jl('alogic'" (hat \\1'111 hark further t han 1776.

Eve-n \\I 'f(' t h f' ~ nol of cnlonial an("(""Ir~, thc·....· hu"illl""s It-adeT'''
including t hl' inll11igranl" ;md ""--JIl" (',f immigrant' - nmld ~inl to

Brit i"h. and 1'''1)(' ( ia lh til Ene:li"h. for('hf'al"'i T a hk :lB . T he Brit i"h
("Ie" imludin g Ird 'IIHI .lI1d Su.tland \\;\" ltlC' p l.lfe of (,r igin for
14.'1 of tht' 180 indi" id\MI" under ,tud, about 7:1 pn cr ill . T h l" ("
wa, litl !c difft'n'lltc ' hetWt"l'11 thn....' in the SO/·illl DirNtor.\' ;U1d thiN'
not in il with n 'ganl tn r o un t r\"o f origin: !17 o f t ilt' 1 19 in Ihe Sor ial
/) ira tor.r or III p'" cent and -til of Ihl' 61 nol in it ( nr 79 pt' f I'elll )
('n lllLl Iract' Ilwir , Irigi llShar k tn Ih t' Brit i"h I"k". Irdand a nd -"lolland
('ounted for 10 tl( thc' Ir ,. III annUl six pn n'll! of tin: total grou p.
r;erl1la l1 ~ and Franl t' \"IS tht' rOllnt ry o f "ric:in fo r flnh th r!'1' o f the
Ifln, nr a "(';1111 Olle 11I'r tTn t.

or t ht' 127 \, h" \\tTt' hom in R hode h Ja nd , on ly a lHltI t h 'll \\t'I"t'

h" fll in \I ha t C \ll Iw It'In1l'd a ru ra l a lr a ( It-ss l han .!,non p::opk ):
tht' rest ca n u' fr" lll largt'l" to wn s uf O\Tl" 2.ll()(l Iwopk . T hose wh o
Wt'l"t· nu t ho rn in Rhode h la lld to\\ Il" "I'H' horn ill "u("h b rg"t'r ri tie"
;IS Fall Rin .,. Ik dha m . !.cl\\ d l. T a untlln , :\"c'\\ Bed ford . Bo"Io I1 ,
Rt 'hnho t h . J)ud lt- ~ , Lyllt l, a lld Sl'l' ko llk . in )' b ......;u hlN't\': H a rtford .
( :nnntT t in ll ; ant! BnlC.khn. :\"1' \\ Yo rk. 1).11"'''''11. :'\'ew J t'fS('Y, a nd
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A ugusta . (;t"or g-ia . In o, lwr words. nearly a ll wet"(' rai-a-d 1rI a gl'll
erallv urban alllli lsplwrf'.

Tn di"."l1\'1·r th r- da.... lIrit::ins of these busi nessmen. it is nt·('t''''ary III
in\'l~sli .gal (" Ihe rx-rupatjon .. of the ir father. Inform atio n as to till'
Iather's »c cupat ion wa" ava ilable for 132 of the 180 individuals
(T able 4 ) . Hen-, lx-ruu-e of "IKh a ,gap in available informat ion , li lt'
attempt to ~f'lwra l ile hl'n ll1W" ..tickv : vet cert ai n trends an.' evident .
Only rhirreen ind ividual.. ( ....ven per cent) came from what call
ri.l::"htly he te rmed 111l" Jo\\ n ria.... : of the thirteen. nine reached thr
Social Directory, \\ hill' four did not.

An eq ual number wer r- "llllS(If farmer; and what may' be ca lled t ill'
middle claw: there \\(' rc :!4 in eac h .~rou p . or a total of 48 ( :!li pcr
cent of the ent ire group ) . Fourn-r-n Ia rm er'v sons and sc\'enIITII nu-n

with ba sicall- middle-rla ...... har kurounds reac hed the 190:! SOI"illl
Directorv n I. or ab out 2:1 P" cent of those 119 who were in thr
Directory' ) : -c-venteen d id not.

The remnininu 71 indivi d ua l" carne from upper-class background..:
this tot a l i"men- tha n till" com bin ed total of 6 1 for the farmer, middle- .
and lowcr-cla-c« -s. O f thl·....· i I men . 5:? were in the Socia l Directory in
1902 (Of about ·H per rent of those ..tud ied who \\ere in the
Dirutor)·)"

.-'-gain , il h('cHlllc", d ilIif ult 10 .l:c·!ll·ralize : but it can lx, "<lid th at
o\'('r on(' half ( ,l1Id prohahh mort· ) of the individual" undef "lUdy
ca me from uppl'r- a nti mid dk·da"" ha rk c;round".

POClr IXJ ~ s u"uall ~ ,s::o 10 \\ork OIl an early ac;c. It is ob\·iOlh Iha t tilt"
ind ivid ual" Ulukr inH..li,C::<ll ion \\nl' c;1·T1t· ra lly nol "poor" : ano , fe\\
of them went In wor k c'arly in life (T ahle SA ). The a\'l'Ta.ge a c::r at
.I;'o in.c:: to work flf IWI of tht" IHO il1d i\'idual" ( for wh ich in forma tiotl
wa" a\ 'ailabk ) .... a" E'.:! ~c·a p., T Ill' 'I\Tra .t:"(· age of 100 (of 119 ) in
t Ill' SO(' ia! D i, t'd or l' I", .. 19.:"1 ~ l' ap;: f"r lht ' 57 (of (-il ) who weft ' tllli
li"ted . JlU i y(·,u-..;.

On ly fifltTIJ of t Ill' R ill" It- I,land htl"itlt·.... Il'adt'f" ulldn "Iuth' bl',c:'an
wor k at age fiftl't' ll llt' YlIlingn ( t'ighl pt'!' n 'n l ) : ();) of the 180 bega n
work durin g Ihc' 'I,CY" Hi tn I II (31; pn rent ), whill' a full fU ind i
\'iduals (01' ,1(; pt'r n 'nt of tht' I'n lir(' g roup ) "tarh'd work at a c:'t' I ~l

or ow r (T ablt' :lii ) .
()f Iht' t" i gh t~- t h n'(' men \\ ho still'ted working al I ~ l yt'af'i (Ir oldn,

fort y-two or ahollt (( Ill' ha lf of thi" gro up ddayc'd Ilwir 1J1l"illt·..,

dchut-, h~ goinc: to c'o llq,:e, ..... rv x-n cnln-r individuals went 10 college,
hili eit her t l U' ~ \\("TC' c: rad 'MII'tI or d roplx'd out befon- Ihey reached
1!I,l " ' helll hn did r-nn-r 11ll" hu..inrv-, I,orld, t heir ,I\('ra!::c' ae:I' wa"
:!2 \C·af".

\ 'c ry fl'w of the Khodt' I ..land IJlI..ilH·'" Iradl' f" had no r-dur-atjon :
there we-n- nnlv ....· \ 1'11. Thr- fl'lll;tinine: l i .~ had either a public or
priv ale -erondarv ".'houl education : i !1«cut 10 pu blic' "l"hook while
thr- remaining 94 wen- abh- to um-nd pri\,lIc' "lhuok T fu- rnr....t
popular private o,( hool .. fur Khoclt- l-Lmder-, we-n- \ low ry and C oW_,
th e Ea."1 Greenwic h . \ I';uklll ~ , till" l ' n i\C' l'-it y Sl houL and the Fr-iend'<
School ~IO"I.· " Brown J Tabh- 1, .-\ .

O nlv 49 l or about :0 pn rvnt of the R ho de l -Iand bu-inc....
leader- in rhi-, ..tt1d~ \\I'1lI 10 lolln::t·. and Itlo"!' \\ ho did go ru-arlv
alwav-, ha d ,HI upper-I ta..... IMI L. .t:" Tt HII1(1. O nh te-n of the- -I-q had
midd lc-cla .... or Farmer t,rigin.. ' L lhle- liB ), "lho-c w ho at tended
cnlll'I.:C". howev er, u-ua llv \\1'1lI 10 Bro \\ n :\0 of the -l9 . Another IJ
\\ ('111 to hu ..im-.... ('o lkgl'" -us h a" ~1 " hl.lli(·ld '" " r Ury an t and Srrauon ) .
whik- a fc'\' a ttended Ha rva rd Iwo. Yair tw ot, \I.I.T. 01lC".
and Bo-ron l ' nin 'f"iIY ' UIWI, Slime clf rho-c who \\('111 10 Brown
hd"ngcd to a fran-mir v. amolle: t hem P-i l ·p..ilon I C" ight . Theta
Delt a Ch i Iwo . and 7.c·ta (l...i 1\\ 0 .

" 'hen Ihey did ..Iart 10 \",r k. ,lh/llllllllC' Ihird Ilf Ihl' Kho(1t' j"la nd
IlU_i nt".... !ead ef" wen · gin'n l'lllplnynwlIl h~ Ilw ir fal hel' ..,r rd,lIi\t~-:

a ..imi la r IX'rn 'lIIa C:l· nonMilln l in bll..illl·.... wilh Ilwir fatl wf" or relk
li\ '('..) or in hll_int·.....t'_ Ihat t lwir Lith/'(".. or rd" ti\t' ''') h;ul fnundnl.
T his wa" C"o.... ll1ially an llPlx' r-fla.._ phl'lllllllt'lll III : Ih;lt i... 1II0..t of tho.....
who I\(' re g:i\t'n t lwir fir'<t joh.. h~ Ilwir f,tlhn .. or rdal i\t"" and \,"ho
\H're (UllIlcTled Ih rou ghout t twir li\t· .. primar i l ~ wilh Ih, ,,, ' h u..inc...."l,..
nwned nr founded h~ Ihe ir fall ll'f" nr n·bt in·" Wt 'IT n\T rw hdm in.t:"l~

from 11ll" uPl x'r da..... Of tilt' lin ..t:: in·n Iheir lir"t t"ll1plo ~ mnH h~

fallw l.... or rd a tin ''', :1 -1- had IIppn -lla .... o rigins; of the l i ~ indiy idll a l..
who finall y ..it ua led in Ihe ir f"IIll' '- '' o r rdat in .'s hll"illf,....e... :-1:' ha d
llppn -rla.... lIri.gins (T ahk 7 ),

O n :, r half of the hllSiIW....IllI·1! umkr stmh !J;HI COllll('{'tion.. with
tIIore than O ll l' hu ..illl'-.". ,\I a ll~ wnt' O il hank hoards. wilh in"llmn n '
HlIllJlall il'''. am.! d irel'to!'S of otlin I ('1111);[n il'" in tht" a lTa (' r abll' B) .
Of the IHOmen . I (),-) (or :,f! ptT I I'nl ) \\ I·!t· (ollm'n t'd with more than
Ollt" hll"int·"", wh il!" Iht' othn i:l (or ·L! pn 'Tn t ) \\nt" ('tltllWf'1ctl



Thl' Ilhudt' l slnnd JiIlI;n t'5J EJiIt, . _. T h,' IOwd.. 1,Iand /ll/ w u' n f :Ji". ... J~'

with only one.
T his wa s m orr- prevalent amon g th o",' li-tcd in the Sucitll /), ra l o r.1'

than tho",.' not li-ted . Of tlu- ll ~ l in the lnrecsory. 80 ( o r 6 7 pn rent
had more than one hu~iTH'~ connection, with the remainill~ VI r.r
~n pef c'c'nt ) aoociatcd with llllh one bu-inee.: only 2;) of the fil not

li...ted in the Dirertorv {or -II pn r ent ] were con nected with mnrr
t han OIlC bu-im-« with Iht · rvmaiuinu 311 (o r 59 per cent ] limiu-d 10

j u~t mil'. The a\'erage number flf h u...inr-...... connections for t hn~,' in rhe
Socinl Dirrctarv {includinc Iho".' who werr- associated with onl ~ 1I 1lt·

bucim-,- } was 4.2: n.:dlldi ng tho'>!' that had only mu- hu ... inc...... . 11ll"
a\'c'fagl' ri'>!·... to :l.7. In ot her \,,'nk if a businc.......m an were connrcu-d
with moret ha n one businc-c, it \\as u-unllv wi th mort' t han lin ' bu ...i-
l1I· ~('s. For the-e not in t he- lJill'l'/OT .l'. the avcruuc incl uding rmt'

Illl illl·s", was 2.1: excl ud ing otIC' hu ine....... it wa... T A.
'I'lu- tvpical Rh ode I...la nd hu... im- man could claim l'rotc ... t.mt. a nd

oftell Episcopa l or Cong rega tiona l. rrl igiou ... b.u-kgrouud-. l .ack of
informa tion play... a n important pa rt in ...tu ti-ric... on tht' rcl igion of
these bu...in"...rrn- n : no informal ion \. a' available for (lilt' th ird of tln
men under ...urdv. Even with th i... '>!., iOlh handica p. fC'rlain trl'm'" (-an
he f(lulld ( "I'a h le 9 ) . hlrt ~ -1\\ (I (If t hc' ind i\'id ua l" lInd("r 'Iudy ( a l)lllli
:!:, pc'r C("llt were Epi'>!opali;III,.I)I·lollg:ing primarily tll St . Sh'plwlI· ...
or III (;ra((' Chun-h: Ihc' '>!'("(mll la rl.:I"1 .l': ro llp \~er(" Ihe CC >ll ~rt·gat ion.

;lli, I.... 2RlIf 1flO (o r alx lIll I :-, per (Til l . a nd Ihey Ilstlall y l)l·IIJ1lA"(·d to
thl' Ik nd in ·nt and Cc'ntral Cun.l::rn :;:-al ional r hurc he,.

T Ile' uther denomination " \\ h ie h con, ti llllC a pe rcet1lilg(' of ,i l;:- n ifi
t ;lfln' wC're th(" Ha pt i....... I ~I d thl' IRO. IIr lell per u 'nt L and 11ll"

l ·n ita ria n.. ( 16 nf 180. Of nillt' pn ( I'nt . T ht"'oe four u 'ligioll'"n lll"'l i
IlIlc' '1Iml l"l liO pt.'r ,'ellt o f l ilt' 10\;11. Ofcl ...ionally thn,' wa '" a :'I1t·lho, l·
i, t. a Chri"'lia ll Scie nti ... t, a f,·\\ (2uakef". and a U ni\Tf"a li...t . '!'IWH'
wcrC" 110 J cw... U ll Ihl' li' l and 1I11 1~ Ollt' Rom a n Ca lholic. t hl' " r uhlwr
ha ro ,, " J o...(.'ph Ba nil::a n .

Rhoclt' Isla nd hll ...im·......IT\I·n IMrt ir ipat t'd qu ite 1ll',l\il~ in Ihl' 1)I ,lit i
ca l lift- of th t' ,tatl' . They hd d publi,""nin·... in loca l. ... tall'. ;Jllcifl'lkral
,glJ\"c' r llJlIl·llt. with th e...e olli'T'" r;Jll.ging: frnm alderman III .gm t·rno r til

U .S. ,",,'n a tn r. :\ total of 79 hll ~ i l lt' ....... nwn ",-'ned ill e le('ted p"... ilioll ....
\\"h ilt- il i... di lficlilt to obtai n ,tali"'li(' ... lin Ihl' po litical ani lia ti"ll of all
Ilf ti ll' 11111 indi\"idt lal... lllltkr '111(1~ . ittfo rlllation \\,1'" di'n l\, 'l'l'd fl,r
a l)llul ~l ~' Illen. O f t ht''>!, ~ I~l. 1111'1"1' \\1'11' ~10 Rq lUhl it iUb ,ti lt! nim"

l x-rnocrar- Table 111.\ . It would he' fairl ~ <afrto i1"" IIlJlC'.thc~n .lhat

mo-t Rhod e l cland hu...im·...-nu-n wcrr- Republican-. Then- wa- litth
difl en-nc« in parl ~ a ffiliat ion ber wcr-n tho-e- ill tlu- Social Directorv
ami Ih IN.' not ill it. l'l" fl l·III;1!!:C·\\,i'C". Ihnc' Wt'H' equal number- of
Republican-,a nd Ik m' MTal ' : «f rbo-c in th e lJi ra tor,\'. :19of 64- \~' il h
,na ila hk info nl lill i" n we-n- Republican- 911lC'T rent : Itf th ose nOI
in the IJir, <lorl'. 3 1 of r, with av ailable informat jon l wert' al-o
Republican- ' ~ I( I p" '('IIl ) .

The rno- t fre'cllIC'lIIly hdd olli( 'l' on t ju- III(-a l b-vcl wa" that of
Common Council nu-mbe r ( 30) : in addition to thi<. -19 differen t
hu... im-v-nu-n wrn-, at urn' rime or anot her. <nne n-pre-v-n tarives ( T a ble
lOB) . Bot h t ho ...1' in the Son·al Directory and Ihu"'l' not in it ccrvcd in
the ..." 1\\0 position .... Six "!!;U \' t'r llOP; of tilt' -"Ia le ,-allW fro m tlu- ranks of
thl'S(' b usine...... IlII·Il: uotu- of tho'>!' wh o ...t-rved a ... gO\'I'n lOl" wa'" omit u-d
Imm the Social J)il-a /ory in 1~ln2 ...ince- snrh a ll importan t elected
«llicial would han' IMTn irnmcdin trlv place-d 0 11 the li-t, if. in [act, he
had 1101 lx-eu prcviou... lv on it. The same i... tr ue for th e 1\\0 U .S .
-a-nator-, and the t hre-e who were U .S. Tepn..-emative... O ne of the six
lieutcnant-zovc rnor- of the -rate d rawn Inun a llllln.!!: Ih,''C' bu ... int·",
kad,''''' \\a ... not in the I)ira tvrr . Ihe reil'ollll pruhahl ~' !)t'inA" that hc'
Tc...idl'd in Hri,lol ( W. T . C. \ \"a n l\\d l ) . Holh till' " l( -iall~' rl'gi'!c'red
a nd unrc'g-i,tnn l '>!TH'd ;" thl' ma~of" of I'ro\-id"nn' I Ihrc't' ) and
P.l\\tucket 0 111' ••\1'01 1 ilt th(" 11 1("alll'\'('1. n ine' ind i\'idual, '>!'ned un
thl'ir l o\~n 'I h' Mll t Ollllllittl"(·,. \\ hil, · anothl'f flHlrt t'l' ll \~t're aldennen.

Thl' !!:f('a tc" 1 dilTc' rc'Il(T IM·t\\t',·n theN' in the So, ;/ll IJirNtory and
th o'C' not in it - " ilh H"I~:'I 10 politic" - "a'" m;lilll ~ ill thl' area I,f
,tpp, .inled pol il i t' a ll~ l,il ion... : Ilf 23 nO!ll'kt tin- tllTi, t'huIJ c·f". 1~ wefl'

in Ihc' V iratory a nd fOIlT '\ITt· nut . T he'C' lilli e'·... nl1\ ... i...tc·d mainly of
.lidl·...-lO-gO\Trn nf" . ... ix \ . tkkt::;t1I" 10 llatioll 'II'"OIl\clIlion... and pn·...i.
dc n tia l I'ln t of" ( ~ ' \Tn . jud!!;e, ( th rl'l') " U.S. tinuit fOll rt jlldgl'
( or \(·) . cu ... tom... t olll'( lor (lllt' ). ;lIld tl\(' \ilrillli' ~1,,11' lommi...... iOlll'f"

of j"harit y, 1ll' ;t1t h. poli, I'. pa rk.... and pa rult· ( Ililll·) .
Another arl'a ill \\ hit It thl' soc ia lly regi ...ltTt·d w"n' ,",,'paralnl fro m

t it,,,,,· lint "'I 1I',gi...tl'l'nl WI'II' the pr i\'at !' d llh .... A kw of 1111' h u..in('......
1f11' U undn ... tudy \~ h., \\tTl ' I H >l in tilt' I~ /{l~ Sm ifll Ih r"rlory Wt'rC
in fan. 1.II·l'In iu n l t,) jui n "'I'\t'fal of th l''>!' d itt· t luh ... ; hUI t hl" num lM'r
i... ...o 'mall t hat t ht'~ !la \(' IIn'l\ om itl(·d . a nd <lil ly Iho'>!' bu... irtt'",sllll"lI
in th,' lJ iff'dnry IM\I" I~'I'II ~lIldil'd.
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Then- \\t' Te ha " i ';llI ~ thrn' ditfcn-m f ~ Ill'" of privat e dll h~: 1 )
"'K ia l clubs , ( ~) cummem iutr-n-ct duh-. and ( :l) 'I>ll ft"- rlu h.._ TIlt"
prominent I'n .\ ,idn HT .... «ta l r lub-, and the n UTTl IWT of R hode ldand
hu...ine.....nu-n u....-d in th i.. , rudy who belonged to the m w r-re: 110 (>"
(46) . Cr lll , .t! :!S. xquautum :?4 J. Pom ham (Ill ). We,,! Si,k
( le n) . a nd 1:I1ll\\ (1f 1(1 (·igh t ). "llu- well- know n common in n-n-et

r lu l... wcn' t Ile' .\ n :!(\ ami 1111' l ' nin T,j" IS ) . TIlt' mo-t h,'a\·ih
<ub-c ribcd "'porl". ou tdoor. or athh-t iI ' dull" were ..\ ga \\ am H IIIll (2 1 ) .
\,'annamo!"('ll l.olf :!! . Rhod e l-Lmd Ya cht 17 . Rhod e l... land
.-\ utOlJlllhik ( :Iuh .....-ven }. and the- :'\;lrragan"f"tt Boat Club fi\t' .
E ighl \ -~\"('n of the I I!I in tllC' IJITN tory. or about 73 pt'"T re nt , joined
'ouc h club-. On the \\ hulc , 010"" of rho-e \\ ho did be lonz tn -uc h rlub-.
u"u;llIy hd"n~t'J to rlm-e. ~ l a l1 ~ Hf rhe-e <arne peo ple too k an an in'
part in the cupport I.f ti ll' R ho de 1..lan d School of fk..iun ( 24) ami
The R hod e l..land H i..toril".d Stll"id\ 14 1. O nly six not in the Socilll
Directorv gan' ..uch "uPI)(lrt III the-a- t wo in..tit uti on....

Both tho.....• in the J> ;Ta lory ami t ho-e- not in it, hO\\I'\'I'r. nmtrih..
ut cd t ime and moTJt·~ In aid ,,"c h chama hk- in..tit ution-, a.. the Rho d r
1..land H Il"pila l. llll' R holk l-land Homeopathic Ho..pitnl. a nd BUlin
Ho- piral. ' l 'lj(' nl lml)('r l.f ..mh "tlCi('"ti('".. i.. -.('"f'lTl ingly l,lUll" .... :
R.I ,S.I'.C ..\ .. lh,· R. I .S. I'. C. 10 C hildl"('"n. ti l('" C h;lritabk Fud Stll' il' t~.

lilt' \'arillll" 11 01111' and Rl'''l. lll' ~ l i "~ ; lln " . and ('"\{'n thl' Piut' Ridgl'
Cam p (or COI1"lImplhc".

~ I <)"I of th,' RllIlik (..I;lIId hu ..illl''''llll'lI ~ llId it.'"d hert' lin 'd ill th l'
Pn .\·idl'lH,· \i,.jni t~: 14.1 of ttl(' WO. 8~ b r. tho: mll..t (olln'n tra tl'd
art'a w;\... th, ' Ll~t Sitl,··Colk.g,· lI ill ....Ttion. .\10..1 of tho....· who liw d
t lwH' ( 111:2) \\1' 11' ill IIll' S orill! DiTa lorr (l-G of thl' 1ft ?). (n addilioll
to thl' L ,..t Sidt'•.1 Llir 1I11111 h lT of tht·.." hu ..illl" " Il'adl'N lived in tilt"
Fnln al If ill ;llltl Elmwood "'·d ion .. of Prm·id,·IItT . The",' "" ni" lb
\ \1' 1"\' IInl pr illl;\l" il\ " f a 1" \\lT , Ia..... for m" ..t of till' hll..inl""slll,·n living
t he l"!' \\1'1" ill t he S o/·illl /) i H' lI oT.I'. E11l1\' l ~ ld . ho\ \t ·\"t' r. wa" a rnl,n '
fashi' lll;lhk area lh .lll Fn ln al H ill : only f,ull" " f {he \l'n ill Ft'd n al
If ill WtTl ' in l Ilt' S Ol ill! /) ' " '' /OIy , \\ hill- nine of th.. IW.-l"" li\"i ng in
LJrll\\ ,,"d \\l ·H· .... li"ll·d .

.\ Illl11lhn of lhosl' ill Ih(' .'-; ,g ill! f) IIN /ory had a ...·fu nd huu",·.
llsuall y OIl tl w \' ,Itn fllr SlllllllH..- li\ ing . T his was In w of :2 ~ 1 or Ih.. 11 ~ !

hu"iw·.... l1ll·1\ in II1\' I lI r t'l /OIl' ( aho ut :2;") fYi 'l" ,em ). By far. thl' ..ingk
nll l"t illlp" rla lll ,r.: l< lllp \, ;\S a l \\ ';In , ilk .:\n k (e ighl ) : thl ·f(· \\lTt·

only four individuals who ha d hou ses a t Xewport. Fi\l' of th o.....· \, ho
summered a t \\'arwir k X,',k \\TrC worth all aw ragl' of $ 1~4 .iGO:

t hree of the four at Xcwpon showr-d n-ul and perso nal estates worth
an avera ge of $:n :'.i liO. wit h till' fourt h individual th e president of a
w m pa ny thai pa id the c i t~ of I' rm·id('lli r $~8.929 on rea l and pn ..
sonal estates wort h $ 1.808.100. In othe r words. the lru h wca hhv
owned ..ummer hnu .....·" at :,\,.\\ po rt: th, ,,,,' -rill in the elite ·cla" . bu't
-omew h at lown on t he 1.1' ro lls. S!X'1lt their -urnnu-r-, un " ·'Irw ick.
Xe ck. T he other summer hou-e-, W ('" I"('" u-uallv in Barr ington . Bri-to l.
Xa rra uan-ett . a nd \\'a t,'h H ill : unto we-nt 10 xtanh a'.. Vineva rd a nd
another II> j ac k-on. X,'w H um p...hire.

• • •
\ \' a" ti ll' Rh od e Isla nd h usim......ma ll of the Iatc-ninrteemh and

r-ar[v..tw ent ieth cent ury thi-, " II" W 111;10" he \\ a" -uppo-cd to he? .-\11
evid ence points 10 an emphatic :'\0. Xot an immigrant nor the ....1ll

of one. the ty pical Rhodl ' 1..lan d hu..im-c-man \ \il .' born in the north..
eas tern U nited Stal l'S. usunllv Rhod e Island . and could t race hi"
ame-trv hack to Engli..h foreheal""" \\ ho -c n k-d therr- in the S("\ enteen th
and eig bu-cnr h centuries. l it- wa-c rai .....-d in an urban cnviromnem. in
a mid dle.. or upper-eta..... hon-e-hold. completed at Il'a,"1 a -econdarv
"'Choot ed uca tio n. and "'lIlll't im,"" attended coIle.gt'. Hf' wa" a
Proteslant . prohably Episcopal or Con greg'llinll ;t1 . H t, did not start
10 work un til hl' wa .. P;\ ..t nilwhTIl ~ e;IN of a r::e. and then. il \\ as
INla lly in a h\h incs." Ihal wa" 0pt'fa lt'd h~ a nWlllhl'f of his fam ih .
By m iddle agr. he had r('ac hed a ()(J" il ion of promillf'nce wilh in th,'
stat('" . H f' wa<; ll ~ uall ~ (·Ollllt'(·!t·d with mo n' t h;lll 01H' hllsi m......; a
Republ ican . he pa rti" ipat n! in thl' runn ing of his rtl llllll lln ity through
d('(:lnl and appoi llll'C1 po,i tilllls: lit' I)('Jongnl to ..,'wral dllh-;. and
took an act i"" pan in cnrnll1 l1 n i t~ .tlfair': III' li""d in the !-:;\..t Sid,'
College Hill S<'et ion of Pn J\,id" 1\{ ,'. ;llld. '" JIlIl'I illles. 01\ ned a slimmer
hl)u"t~ at the ~hure .

'L \ BLEs
For Ih,' follow ing tahk ", : (T abll's I-I(l inl lusi\I: )

( 1) wt al people stlldil'd = l BO
( 2) no. in 1902 Soda[ D i,U IIlI)' = 119 f hb lH'!" ( Tnt of ti ll' tOlal)
(:\ ) no. nn' ;n ' ''''2 So< ;", /);" " ''' y = h i (:\4 I" ·' ".'" o f tin ""..I )
ell Sf) n'fo:Ts 10 dJ("l ' ill tl ll' I ~U I 2 S"till' /) ; /( ('/ OI .\'

(.i) S Sf) Teft 'l , 10 thmt' nOI ill lI lt' I!Hl2 Socia' Dill'c/ol)"
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T he dedi(lI/i,, " ollh ,. ZI/(hllTillh . 1/1,.,1 R oom in [ ohn UroW/I
11(///1' 1' on .lfl/ n h W, 19fifi. nnd .lI r. Xorns G. . i hbatt. f r.'s
11'('1111" " " Z{/rh(/Tillh . 1ll" 11 - Cili:r ll ol l'wl'idellCt'." delivered
IH'Iorf' lI!f' mIJI'TI 111111 [ricnds ollh l' Sori"ly Oil J/ II Trh 12. 1967.
tun-e {1111"y IO"lIi.'d attcntrnn 0/1 lhi , dl<:lin ,f!.lIisher] R hode
l -Innder. 1/1 the lolfowi /l,!!, /I'//I'r 10 his hrothrr-in-lau-, post
mm krd 1.n in.::lon , Kv., lill ie 20 , 181 7. and /1'( 1' 11 ,('(J in I'r01 ·i·
dcncc ./1/ '.1' 9. 1817. Zal'llllriah . 1111'11 ('(J1l linucs. in the eighty
fill h l'NIT I/lll'r his dl'(/III, 10 make <:01/1/' contri lnnian to the
historv 01 his sta te,

Pa r is J une 20 t h I R17, ( Kcnruc kv)

n ea r Sir

,\ s youl w ill probahlv fed a liuk- inn-rest in learning where
we are in the wc-acm Countrv. I ha ve availed lll ~ sdf of a n opporlU.
ni lYafforded me hy ~ Ir Curlis" table 10 giw YOll officia l informat ion .
H a r riet" has already din-e-n-d 10 you several lcncrs . an d wishes me to

thrr-an-n you with a not her coon, a nd a scold in.c: on e 100. jf "lit' do e"
not lind some h-ur-rs in lr-xinuton on her a rriva l :\Ir Cnrlis &.
family WI' fou nd well they seem ed quite con founde d a t our appea r
aJ1(T lx-Forc his door. &. appeared ha rd ly a hk to n-ali....., that it was us,
H,· iu turn en joye d the surpri....., of tlu- fam ily nn our ('u ltTing' t he
rnom - He has a n excellent farm capcbb- nf prod tKin g' .....·\T nty fin '
hu-du-b, of Corn pITac re B~ tlu- side of h is log bou-«- he ha" r- rer-n-d
a hand-cmu- two slo ry brick hou-c. the two principal mat erials of
which. the bt-irk and lime. he pronm's Inuu the 'ny cella r - The
ouuu rv around him is Wt·J[ senled wi t h ag l ca ble uei ghhours The
farm " com ma nd lu-re from l\\ t'nt y fin' to thi rt y dlx Jlf.T aut' ~~ with
tole rable cultivat ion at the prcsent high pri re- of ,grai n will d ea r
thcrnsclvc- in three \ r-ar« T he furesls an' p.ut icularlv lx-autifu!
there is no bru shw ood in Ih("111 , ,'\:. th e massy t runks of II\(' l IT" " seem
10 eleva te them-elves from the grce n sod like huge pilla rs 10 suppo rt
th e dense fol iage ;lbmT - \\ 'e hacl a plea -ant ride uvt-r t he moun
la ins Oil horseba ck. a mode (If Ir,I\ '{'lli n,C: rct-ornrncndr-d to us bv ,\ Ir
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Gilman . lla rr irt i" delig hted w ith it. & pa re" 011 for t\ t hr rr- o r [rurr

milt-... w ith lc..." fati~ III' tha n in rid ing tile' <arnr- di..ta nr r in a earrial.:l·
Thr- ron de \ \t' han' p;l""('d an' too "ton~ & ro ugh for " ho-l-. &; ilHl"I·t1
urr- h<lrdl ~ tokrable 0 11 hOf"o<"hOid. in lIIan~ place- t" our rid,' \\.1"

reuden-d nuuh ph-a-cmu-r h\ our jo inin l!: a lad y ~'I.: couph- of c;1'lltk
men n-t urniuc home from Philadd phia ttl Kcnn« kv - \'"r took a
boat In l.":l"thn at Pill "hun: ~'i,: arrived .u Lime-tone after tht' -hort
pa""a l!:r Ilf Six da \ ~ . a di-t.mce h~ water of about .-,00 mile- \\'1'
wen- invitcd tu om- " f tlu-ir hOI.....·.. 10 tak e <orne cherries T h,' \ have
herr '1111~ (Ilt· -our common ),Ior illa chcrrv. The lim' heart rhvrru-..
art' never -een ht'n ' a" Ih,' ..oi l i.. not favourable . You ma\ in rhi-,
n·"!)lTlt'olll.":ratllbtl' pnnr Prov idenc e for it..; fert ile -oil. \\'r have had
-cvcra l invitation- tn dine from rlue-e who have been Ir;l\ dl illl!: with
uv Their hn"pila lit, r-an lx- afforded co chea p & with -o linletrouble
that I believe invitarion-, wi th them an' not q uite -ur h fonnidabk
Ihinl!:' n-c w ith n-, I n t he tavern- thr- ra ble-, arc loaded with prm 'i
..ion ....uffit·it'1lI for three t inu ..... the number of gUt, ..t- - In II\(' rnarkr-t
a chsken t"(l'ohlln h Ror HI C1". a t urkey -l-Oorfift~, & a pic; fo r rna..tim:
:n C1" at " ha l an-e nn-idrn-d Itit' pre'l'nt hiu h price- ,\ rmnmcn
labourer hn- ; .-, C1" 1)I'r da~ ~'I.: found l» the vear from HI) 10 100 dl~

~ I ha n ' .....T n ....·\ '('fa l llll',·hanic . fWIlI Prn\·idcmT Oil t hi.. ~id(' of till'
mo unl a in" "hn a n' full "f com pla int" - they ...a ~ Ihn cannol ma kl'
hUI a Irine Illlll"r IXT da ~ than :It hOll1l' - But I Ih illk the \' d" not
cOIl~id ('f Ih ..t tht· ",11111' ..um hen' "ould 'uppnrl t1WIll a lmll~t ,!~ 11I1l t.:
ac;ai n a.. in ~. Enl.: land \\ '1' lam k d a "hon t inw al :\l;lr it"u;! 0 11

ou r , It''n'lld iug" I ht' (>h i" Jt ha " t he ap(X"a rance of a mi ....'ra llk d ull
plan ' . the hOIN'S g"oin!.: to d('("ay. a llH'l·ting hou "!" wit h nn hi ng,' " door~

&. h ro kl'n windo" '" &; t ill' inhahitan t' mm·i n!.: like "hadO\\" on a tl ia l
plai t' '1'" f wn pktl' thl' ru in of t hi.. pla n '. the flTshl''' o f lIlt' ( lh io
ri"t' fotll" " I" Ii\'{' f'·t·t {I \'1' r thl' hank 0 1" pla in nn wh irh it i" h uilt .\
~ h(lp kel'j ll'r po il11t'd {lut to n](' a lilll' lin or "ix inches hic;ht'r Ih :ul
hi" , ou nl,'!, ,,!: tilll"t! h~ tilt" waitT lln Ihl' wa ll. ),Ir Corli.. & Lunih
dnin' the ir n '''1'1"t I" ma~ 1)(" t ra nsmittl'd , I' XlTpt ing .\ Ii.... .\ 1;,1"\1 "hn
'l' nd" hIT Ill\'{' Ib rr il"\ is ju..t prl'par ing: hnsdf for pa yill.l:: a \ i"it to
; l Ill'ighhollr nilw mile-.. d i"tant who ha.. ca lled upon h,'r .\ h, 'lit till'
m idd ll' IIf Au.t.: ll"t I Ih in k Wt' "ha ll ma ke our apl.war al ltT LJntili
thell I ITl11 ;tin sillt ITeh

Ynu,",-
Z. :\ 1I1·n·1

Zacha riah wa-, t.:o illt.: to .gin' my lo\'{' hut J concluded t hai I had rath er
dn il m~·.df"~ add ing Iwo or three liur..- I IOIl.t:' to hear from you.
Dl) n-nu-m lx-r IlW a lfl'ctionat d\ to a ll t he famil~ ~ "e "hall .;I;IY here
unt il Su nday \\ hell I luqx- to .gl' l '-I ll11e lener-, in Le xingto n Inrcwr-ll
dear brother - believ e rm- ~ lI u r ,inn 'rd~ a ttnrhed Sister - H arr iet

H ave the t.:"odnl'''~ to renu-mbe r lilt' 10 m~ fr iend" in r . Tell
Richard'; WI" -topped at a hou-c Oil the mountain" where \\{. had a
...almon trout for di nner \\t·it.:hing three 11,... and where t hey -old thrrn
h~ t ilt' pail full . Th i.. ma~ be intcn.....l in.l!: inn-llieencc al-o 10 Craw
fonf - Tobacco hac-old at fin' til.. - r- oncidered a" the hil!:hNt price
this -cu -on .

lS\ " ,' >.I_ G~H. :'\. t..\ . ..01.1>. .\ ,8 , , \. ~ I Trmt.... B,o .. n l'niu·nih 1800-21>
~I n..hanl Pro,·id ..n..... R I. · h. Provid..n...•. R , I.• J an_ 20.1 778 : d Pm .·id" n<:e ,
t·..h. I f). 1826. Hi . ,o,; , ,,l C:", ,,I,, ~~t "f 8,oa'" (""i ,'os;' )" /i64-/ 9H Pm.·idtn.....
lQ H .1'.1>-1 .
W'·lCO,,,, .\ ."01,[1 j onalhan rll . frh. tl. 177:1. I'a tit nn ". d,tu(hlr r of (:;1.1'1 .

S.,m u,.] c,'....n,... ,.f Wn ,. icl . It '- Thq had f" uu.....n child''''n nf ..·holll four on l>
rr~<' h.·d ma lu ril\. as fullo ... :

:\h n .'-"0'-1'. h. .\ p ril Ill. 177-1: d. }'r l,- 16 ( 18 \ , 1851
S\",nl " ..'-"ow. h . J.:>n. 20. 1718 : d . Feb. Ill. 1826.
EIIZUIt.rH H ' •• rr .r . \ . ~ ow. h . 0.-1 . "i. 17'/6 : d , .'\U(U" :10. 18i:> .
R'eH .\ItD 1- . \ .~ o l.l '. b. On . 5. 17'1...; d ~hr. 10 . t873.

W ill ia m Wa in man Ch apin . (;,,,, ,,101: )" o f lilt F"",i1r of j on"'It " ,, .4' n,,/d ,,'
S mitlt fu ld . H.I.. p . .:.. T '",,"'rin..n 1m, in It 111 S. Lihra " "'... also Samurl
C;' .....m · .\ "'old. il i.,o , )' " f Iltt St"u of Hltodt I l/mld ""d r , ,,, ,id , nrt PI"n t" ';,,n •.
,,-(l.nd ,-di ti••n. \,,,1." ( :-.;....' YOIl. ·\ PI,I'· hm_ ISH I. Pl' . :112. 3 11l.

:.'T I,.. 1\. ' ·nt 'Kl , 1';1.1..... anno""n· til<· d' ·,"'a,, ·. on ti ll' 2 1<t of j un•.", of JOIl "
(:"1'-'.' ''. E"Q.• ;" ...d 72 ,·..a .... . T his .wntl'·man. il ...ill l",.. r,....an ..d I., many ;,. fo'
.1 10llll ("o"r,, · of , ·,-a" on .. of Ih .. mO'1 di' lin'l:ui.h.·d ..ili,, ·n. of I' ro, ·id..n 11 ..
" a, .",.·",i\'<"h '-"Ila.,·d in fo,, ·i.n rOmnH",fl', 'md for a linl<', hi, ""'npri,, ·.
ind u" ,,· and ,a."..it, ....., w"",..d ",i,h al11plr- . U ..T'·... Ii i, ,u·kn" ...kd....1 ,kill
a, ;I. " ...nhanl ..",,1<1 nOI, ho ,·\',·" ,·", ·ml 'l him fro m II,.. cabmilnu, "i ,'i"i",d...
of trad" . _\ h n a n '","".. ill hi, fnnur,..,. h.'. in Ih,.. "·ar IR1:' . r..rllo' ·l'd .... ith hi ,
f" ", il> lO Ib.. Sl al' - of K ..nl,u ·l, "I".,,· I,.. li,', ·d uni'n,,,II,' n-'p,·el,·d . and ...h,·.. ·
Il<" ha' j'''1 c1o'ed hi. Ion,! ,,,,d .-t""l'H"n·d lif,·. II i. "",io'" lri,,1<, painful Iholl'l:!l
Ih, ·" mu '! h,,,·, · I n to hi, ' ..mihili li.... I", ,ml"i,wd .... ilh n Ul' dio:nil" - n"\"f· r
ind"l.-i nll in frui ll , murmur., ;, nd I",,,.., "'1',i'"1: inlo unmanly d..j,...tion. Th.... ·
trial, w..,, · npl witholl l Ilwir .l ll,·, 'i,u ior" ;,,"on~ Ih,' ,·hid nf ....,hi..h ~lr. Corli,
".", I',i,·i lqwd tl\ ,,·,'kull Ih.. IInfnrTl'it"d ""nCid'· IIt'!', an d Ih.. b" a['l" !'Cood .... iII of
hi, f..Jlow ..iti7,'n"

11 ,· orra,ion"lh· ,i,i, ..d hi. n:rlin ri l\' - Ihl' th,·,ll " · of bi, forn ...r .1e ti"it i,·"
' ·lIjoymt.' lIts and di>tinnions : "nd it i, "nl~· a f,· w mom h, " 1I0, Ih" t h.. ldl Ihi, .
hi, "nfnrllottrl) IlOnw, ",ilh till' Illl'1anrh"ly pn· ..,,!'C ,·, in "'birh 1"0 hi, fri.·nd,
. han' d. rhal h.. l,.fl il for 11\1" 1 1 li!tw. T Ilt' 1" ....aloC'· h,,' \",<"n aHompli'h,·d. II i.
,'h""o:,.[ul ,'"i'I' ·m... "l''''' lh .· H lh i••·nd,·d "n ,·,i, Io 'n. '.. 0""" f,,11 of pro,.



-.,..- . 1 llhod f" / .lfHIIJ lloec vmoon _.\ pr jl C.\sTIGI.IO:\ I":-, , 'hIT T O RHODE 1..... 1..\ :'\))

......... .Ui ro rt unr. hut in it< latin sra ees. doud rd h~ l h ost" load "'p"';"""'" " hich '>0

imprr u i,·..ly «'.nh ". "ha l cha do ..... ........ a . ... an d what ' h" do '" ,... pu r, ,,...
e .H""ll foc! uTu ," H,d Fa' ''' ''' j' j ",,, ,,,,I . Pro, id.."e<·, J u ' ~ I i, 181'1, p.~ _

:\.-\'' ''0'.1>. f.U l ' II . MR1FT. ,' n u n '!..'! d '>Ul{h trr of ,,·..-Iro m ... .:...1_. ami Zacha riah
.-\ Ik n. hOlh or ,hi. 1m, ,,, 11., R,-,-, D r , C ..... krr , a t St. John ', C hurch , .\pr il 2<1,
1817 . J an,.. o:-\ . .\ rn uM , r' <J l ,jd .." ... ( ;a:.." " .Hm, ;a!!.,. 176J·181.1, p . HIt>.

'.\1 111 " .\"" COf<l.lS, th ird c hil d of John and SlI , an CO ll d ~ ( R",... U I C Olli .,
h. Ib-c. :1. 170.\ , Sllf' lIIar.;n] Ch ar k o Ilr"d(uu ! ;lIld h"d a \on, ' .... illuuu R" .,,·l1
BradfonL V. .'1.1", 2'1. 18 18. Tlw ollwI Corl i. "hild'n' W<'f'"

GV.OR,a: Wn.u ", ( :OIlI.IS. h. D,·c . 22 . 17QO.
J OSEPH Ru ~ sru, Co"Us , b. :"0" . 5, Ii "::!.
JO Il .,\ COIlU ~ , j u ~ · Il . h, ~h r . 5. 17" 7.
CH 'IlLf. S R l' ~ HLi- CO IIUS . b . :" n,'. 17. IROO.
Sl'S'~ Co'\O\ ' COIlU" , h . D,·(". 15 , ISO:l
EU1. ROWL'\ COIlU~ . b . :" m ' I S. 180'1
H ' ~ ~ ' H U , "U y C O IlL I S . h. S..p l. 15. 1808.
Fu~c , ~ 1. 0 L· IS \ COIl U S. b . <><-1. R. 18 10

O ( Ihi . (amil". no... Kall ,...· d Ih ro "lt'h lh ,' \\·....1...... pos........ . " 0 l"nh"l n 'cOld
j ohn R,,~...II R.1nl..II , (;"""/,,Cl' 01 T lltl ' R. t1n d . of tI" RIlH~1I 10'",,,;/) W hi, h
C",,,p,iu. Ih~ D~ .u n tl" " / I of j " h" RIl "~ll, "/ ll u bl"" . .H alJ",h,,u fl •. / 6-1f)·1878
(P rm 'id"ne... 18jQ l ,

"Z ' C II \ Rl\ H .\ u ,t' v , ,\ .It; .\. ~I : 1.1.,0 . 185 1 Tru'I "" 8 ro ...'n l ' " i, '. 'r . i" 182ti
R2. :\tlmin..cl 10 ha r 18 15 ; lawwl P,m 'id , ,,ce , R I" ..:k Isla nd . 18 15-22 , w lto n

tu;",u(i\(\u r n f' ro,·i,kn....· 1822 ·82 : "'nnll", lO"" council. I' ,, >\·id ..ll...·: l m'",hn

Rhod,' h l,tn tl lI i' l" ,j ' ill So' iny 1822-82 . pn 'si,],-m 188(}· R2 : 0"" of fou",1o-"
Rhmk l vla ud SO' ;"I I' for lIlt" EncouraK"I1l<'I'1 ,,( Domestic I n d u ' l r ~ · . IfI'H : I'm,';'
t!"'''' ' ' ,\lhrnar um : HUlk r Ho spital for rl... I" , ;, ,,,· : Flcr PublirLibrnrv ; prr,i t!" "l
I' ro" id r o r r .-\"ori, uion "f ~lallu fa r l u rt· rs ;rnd ~I rrha t\ i rs. :\ Ud lO' Pm r /ir ,,1
.11n h ,,,,,,. , 182'1 : P ," rt ir" l r"". i, / . 1812 : Phi/oJO ph )' "I Ih .. Jl u h.m irJ in .\"" , ,, ,e,
1851 ; R; ·a " l ~ n ll ' }' "J /h~ n'Hn;,, !! of P." vi,{, nu in / 676 , D~I~ na "f Ih, /( /
S p In" of ,,-. ...,I m rnl ollh~ ' ndia" . and of Ci t'il a"d U, li!!", ,, , I.ibn / ) . 18il)
.\'011/ ' I ,i~ h l ""tI l1 , al , 187" . " ],.0 ""',,131 an id.., in "'irllli tic malt'.Ilim'"
Phi B<- Ia KaP,,"1 . h I' tn,'id r net' . R.I . s..·I,1 I ~, Ii" '>. d . Pro, id ..n.-r . ~bn'h I i
1882. H ilto' ;r" l C" /,, Iu('" 01 8'0" " 1 ' '' ' t' ~ '" I}' /764· / 91-1. P R8. s...,. ,,10«>
Chapin . 01'. ..il., p. 24, 8 ;" ( , ,, phir ,,/ C) d op,d ia " I R,p'''''' ' aliu .\I~ll 01 Rhod ..
l ,j ,," d , Pro, 'id"nrr . IR81 . 1'1'. 25 'l·2I)t ; P", .'id~ lI r .. j""'''''/' M aTCh I I, l c"'b,
1'. 13 ; P.n itl rn t' . I.~ II" Rhod~ 1.1,," ,/ l1i. , ,,, i.,,,l Sori~ I}' , \ '01. I. :"n. 10,
\ p, il 1 ~ '66, p . :1.

" RWII'Im J ' ,n. ~ .\ " ' 0 1-1 >, ..\ .8 , , -\ . ~ I, I'ru'u'" Brow " l.' " ;, .., , ;, , 1821;. i 'l .
~lrr., h ;,n t Pro, ·ill,·n...·• R I.. 18 1-1··2 3 ; r i<-r an d cOIl"n I'l anl l'<, I~n an CO"'"". ( ; .1 .

18 2:1·1> 1 : re-sid e-n t I'w " id,'n,'" 181i1 · n : r-haru-r ,wlllb..r R hnd " I.I.1IItl l1 i\(or ic:ll
S, ~ ' i " l " : ""q,.,. Il:1 :lh· ,II : ul<'",h ,'r R l.. "j,- 1,1" " d Sor i"l y fo , Ill<' .·.Il<'OU,a l("", r Tll
" f !)o",r ,li r lnr\u " l y : I'h i H"la K app" : [, I'ro" id,·n{"!'. R.I ,. (k l .'. 17" ,; :
d. I'.m'id,'",·(·, M ar ..h Ill. l Hi :l // ;,'",i,.," C",,,I,, ,,,, ,. "I R, ,,,, ',, I -' '' ' N , ., i l y / 71> -1 .
1'1/4 , p, 'In .

Tl' rohahh' Ck ., wfOR1' .-\I,U:" , .-\ .R. : . \, ~ l. ~ l "rt'hanl , "o tron m;lll1da" I,un,
P,o" id"m'" , R hod" I, la nd : h. l' rm 'id ..ncf', R.I ,. ~lalch 2i , 17" " . d . I' lm ';<I" II" .
.\ pli l 22. 1872. 1/"'0' ;' 0/ Cll l4lo :: ,,~ "I n,,, ,, " r " it-n . i l )' 171, 4· / '1/4 . v. " :I.

Han, la k d .m d .Il1ool."" d I>~ :-" "-l· t.L lio n . "

John C all1'< 8 ' 0"' " Libtar y

Corxr 1.1'1' ;1 C"";l ll;l IO:\, '. hom in Milan in 17;lli. a g ra d ua te in

Ill.ta llYof the l ' nht',,,i,y of Pav ia. a rrived in Bo-ton 011 ~I a ~ I i. li ~G.

lit- spt'n l th e next t\\ O ~ ('a rs in a s~' l l ·mati.- trip Ih Tllll .l,~h l ilt' L nin-d

Stales and Canada , CII1l\'irHTd thai "the rvvulutiuu ;H I lllll [11islw d ill
thc"l '!ast '4 ' ,Ir-; il l j\"'rlh .\ m l'riC;l is 11 111' f,f tile Ill " sl nu-morahh- evcut -,

o r thi s cctuurv . ,Ilid mn v, in time prm llHl' illl: )Orla llt ,0n~I 'q U l' lIn '~

ill Europe." thi s ~otln g- ma n Sl·t a llll1 l1 I" " h '-('nT mrt ,," 1 ~ th.. 'Tge!;l·

tion of Amr-ri r -a. h UI it-, pdiric-. it- cT flll omifS . and it" ilion-c. '

T hc' rc rorcl IIf thc''-(' oh ...-rva tion-, ''''fl ' publ ished in a rwo-volunu
hfM, k. printed " t ).I ilan in 1i~ IO : I ·in ~.!! ;o n"g fi S fal ; ['" iti
ddr, lmaica Srlf ,·"tr;01/l1J" /Illto "".t:.li anni . JiBS . JiR6 .· JiR i
con alcun c 01'''';',':;011; ,"i,'c,!!cln bili 11;11 utili d" 'Tlld fltJf'I'·. Trawl"
inthe U nited Stal l' ~ "f :\"orlh .\ IlIl'r ira made in the \eaf". 1i R;I, 17Wi
and l i Bi . . . \\ ith "lllll l' ob-crvations on the mo-t u-cful plant" of that
('/ltlllt n '. ) The fir- t volu me of th e Illll,k " a" iran-lau-d int o German .
but ot her tha n thai. Ihl ' text has pr{"\'iflll, l~ bee n avuilabb- on ly in the
o rig inal It alian.

From ]losl" ll Ca stiglioni went Ih rou gh At'W Harup- hin- and Vcr
montto Lake-Chnmpl.un and ~ I ollt rc'a l a nd I hell -outh III l\'I'W Yo rk.
011 his next trip Ill' we-nt 10 Cn 'r .L:i ;, ,Ilid then up throuvh till" South
tll I\ 'nns,han ia, "lhi-, i., all recounted ill tln- fir- t \"I IIIlH'. T he
<r-ron d volu m e- cont nin-, mat erial 0 11 [h-lawarv, I't'Il1h~ h a n ia . and
;\•.\\ j l'N'" and a Ir ip through COlllwn inlt \\ In-n- hi' -toppcd at
;\•.\\ Have-n a nd Hanford and when- Ill" ma de' "" ITH' ( uri" us ob-erva
ri..nv on htl ntl l in~ and the -cxual Iro -dom of ~ o tl ng ,\ lI1 l'f il a l1 zir l-.

ThC'''l' I ha pn-r-, O il Rho d e Ieland an' the la-a \\ h it II ti l·... rilx- indi
vidua l -tau- s. for Ill' g-"I'~ on t o writ l ' o f tile' Fed eral ( ; " \'I'[I1I1Wl1 t : Ih,'
bulk " f rln- ,,,lullIc' i ~ on Ill\LlI1 Y.. \ h h" tlg-h hi-, inform.uiou is 110 1

a lwa y,.; a, r ur.ru- and hi-, ...: .UH I'S 11'lt ;l lwa ~ s d ear. ( :a sl i ~l i, ' Il i'~ ;\( 1 111 1111

' T hi, info , ,,, a l;" " i, dra w" f'''111'"l '" lid, · f, .. lh .\ nt onio I'a," ' , " '1'1,.. .\"w,i,·""
I'lJil" ,"phi,',,1 S" " ;"l y ilIat h al · in ti l<' 1" " f U d i ,,!;., o( , h,' ..\ ", pri ,.. ,,,, I'lo ilo' 01-'l1 i",,1
S" ,.. io-l y, v. '10, n..~ (]J" '·'·l1d r 27, 1'l4 ti l, PI' . ,\,12-')7 . U" 1',,,... .mnouncr-d Ioi,
iult" ' l ion of pu!>l i, ],inK " {Ian ,bl i" n "I tl ... l · i 'I ~ !; i" . "I lh" l rinn: " " ink llti" "
,,·h il"\l . ;orc" r-di " " I" ,r I<-lIr' o( :'\O\'l' '' '[,f ' 2'1, l'lhl) . h,' ""1" " 10 f" lh ll ,\ll illl O'1 
... ro· d il> .\ nw ,i,·"" a",1 l u lian ,·" Iw r<· wi, h hi m " ',,11 ,



[.\pril l% i J (;m!I.I.;liOlli', , 'isil to R hode ll/and

i~ probablv ;1" full of informat ion 011 the ~t at e a-, th.u of au v f(l re i ~ 1I

obse-rver of the lat e eig ht ee n th cent ury.
I haw translated th e tex t without deletion, :\ fy intention was to

p resent the text in suc h a way that the Engl i~h reader wou ld ("aptllre
vnnc (If thr- sensation- th at the Ita lian reader migh t fl'd from tlu

\\ fJnl" and tlu- wa~ t lu l"{' words an' formed into -cntcnccs. Sl'n tr nn',
arr- allowed to run on, and the svntux often remuin- , nw kward . How
l"\Tr, some 'U PITf1 UOU~ commas have lx-cn removed. and a fn\
ohs,IIf( ' passages clari fied. In transbting proper na mes word~ like
Dcadh am, Jf ll Hll r h uHrI , G ulf of .\'//TraWl/ lIl'I haw ber-n left in tlu
spelling and fnnn that aplwa f" in It a lian a~ ha ving a valid a nd
distill" llnvnr , hut I havt- t ransl ated .\' //OI'(] l ng h il t rr rll into X l'll'

En .v,ll/llil a~ this would 1)(' mort' ca -ilv understood .
Castiglioni cxplain- in his account of ~rass ;H:h lN, tt s t ha t he uw

the word l"f'lz'Il.l{t;i rat her than auorigini ( though Ill' slips ami IN'S
!lTimitil'i O[J(T ) . H err- f ndia n is used perpl'tuat ing a 111istakc the Cou nt
wished to avoid . hut wh ich eliminates the p rob lem of t ranslating
\·"'I·a.l.;gi, which would be awkward .

Ca"tiglioni\ notes a rt" ck-siunatcd hy letters: mille art' numbered.
J wi-h to thank Xl r . Pa ul R ir-hardc, who helped me avoid mis takes

IJf lang u<lge: Xlcs-rs. Bradford Swan, F rank Coyle, and Clarkson A..
Co llins, 31"(1, who guided II1\' tll -ourre -, of Rhode Island historv; ~ I r.

Gk-nn Skillin , wh;>r alh-d th e wnrk to my attent ion; :\[r, Thot~l as R,
Adam__, \\ ho enc ou raged the effort. ami the Brown family, pact a nd
present , who,t' g-I'IllTosity granted hospitality to Ca-tiglioni and pro
vidcd me with the bonks ami the library in wh ich tn work.

l ' oya,t;1' in th e Siall' of Hhod f' Island

Fl"llm the border of Connect icu t th nHl.l~h \\ 'orr ('stn and Sudbur\ ,
I (·an1\' in two days to Boston, <l nd from the re, h;l\·ing p<lssed t hrotl ,~h
the towns (If Roxb ury, Deadh am, \ r alpoll" , and Attkborough , I
arriwd in f~ood time <I t Rehobolh , a lill Ie \"illage worth y t4, ronsid
ITat ion he, a uS{' u [ sonH' ingenious water wor ks Ihat <l rc found thtTe.
h is situated , th is \'i lbgt', in a \"alley a t th l' soun·t' of the Pawtukd
rin T. wh idl form " some f<lll ~ thef"(' an d whi..h c!l'te rJn il1 l's tht , horder
hl'tw('('n ~[ ass;\{: h uSS(, t <lnd the Sta te of Rhode-Island,

The ,i t\· of Proyidt'nn ' <l lill Ie wa, from RdlOboth is locat ed al
-1-1 °-1- ~)' l<lt illHIeand wa ~ founded in 1 6 :~ :) by a <T rta in Roger W illiams,

in a plno- previously called M o-h a wsih b~ the India ns, Xcvc r think
in,g tha t the new sett lemen t could becom e ill tim e a com me rr-ial city.
he bui lt a number- of h O ll "'CS at the edge of the river in a lor-ario n litt le
suited for corn nu-rrc. as large ships could not rornr- m-ar th ere 1)('"(·a IN ·
of th e shallow wa ter. That notw ith"t<lnd ing, the pop ula tion ha ving
grown, it IXT<lt1w a rommen-ial o-mcr of d istin ct ion , nl1llest ing with
j\"t'wpo rt for the titk- of Capitol of the Sta te, The oldes t part of the
city is tha t on the ea,st hank nrthe Providence rivet- wh ich div ides the
{· ity, Thi-, -a't-tion extends Imm th e {· ity for about a m ilt', fro m north
to south on th e slopes of a pleasant hill, an d nn thr- (';["t side of th e
oppos ite rise a rc variou s houses, which one reache s by way of a
w oodcn bridge. ' and a large em bankment built 011 the low gro und
that was formerly fl oode d by the rive r , The <trcets a re tort uous, and
rough and t he best of these which runs ; don.~ the river is the only OJW

paved. T he tOWI1 hall. " the Baptist Chu rch and thr- College (a ra ther
large st ructure located to the ('a' t on the sum mit of the hi ll ) arc the
hui ldin .t,rs most won hv of observation.

'1'111' inha bitants tr ad e in build ing lumber, cordage, whale oil and
sperma cet i candles. hu t this prof itable ronnncrcc. tha t .~rt'a t ly Hour
ixhed in former t ime' , was rather damaged by th e war, and much
mo re at presen t with the nr-w issue of crcd unotes. has rapidly d ropped
tw n-third-, in \"<l IIH', and produced arc.u difficuh v amo ng- the m er
c-hants . "lhc wmm-n en joy, with tho-e of Newport , till' n-p utation of
hein g amon g tlu- m o-t bea uti ful ill ..'uru-ricn, hut a n- subject to losing
the ir te-eth earl y, like tho>;(' of BIJ, wn , a nd die easily in vour h o[ t-on

surnp rion . "lhis u-rribh- diseaw has lx'c'omc more common d urin g thr
last ft'w ~ea rs in thc -r- part s, and it s('ems ind ubita ble that in man~

t·a .... ·s it i" communicated from nil{' 10 'ln lJtlw r ind i\"idu al nf tht , S'l nH'
family, Despite the sla ughln til'll th i ~ d i....·;lse C,IlIS<:S a tllHI<lll y, thl'
fa ir ,cx i" '0 IlIl111tTOIlS that OlH' cou nts about sen'n ma rria geable
youn.e: .gi rls for each young ma11,~ an d thi s propOrl ion originated from
tilt' ,t.: rea t 1ll1mlJl'r of men t'm ploycd in sai ling, an d th tN' who. to

1\\".11>0"" hrid "", Ii"l b"ill in 1711·l--\-. [ n 17-H a £1.1.000 aPProl.>riatiun was
pa",·dl,y th,' R hod,' 1, land .\.",·",hl,· 1m 11\0" brid\::,' and nllbankn"·"l, d " S,lltluo·1
( ; .'\mold, " " / 0 , )' (J/lh~ S/Il/~ or Uh(}d~ t ll",ld ( ;\ ,Y. , IlIhOI, y. 2, 1'1', -n, l·n.
:? :l:? :?--t-3.

~This is Il l<" old SIal<' I [ " UM' Ull :\o rth :\tain Sln',·l I'uil t ill 17h2
:l.\ <'(·o rd in" 10 II... 17112,1"", (,'IISU' Ih,',, · w,·n· 20') llI"ks 1"""1·'·" ,I!,!"· Iii and

22 ,,,,d 2<1:1 f"lllak, of th, · ',0111'· "~" . d. Wi ll iam R. S"'l'l,", ..1",,,,Is 01 /' rol' idena
( I'ro vid pIHT, 18·\:' !. p. 2'12"



·.\pril

' UPlxJrt rhem-elvrs, ~o to lin' in Yir l.: inia and ot her southern -tates.
Thl' r liman- or l' rovider m- dill('!' little- front th a t or 1~ " IU li . unle-«

t he ' cold i-, I.,,, inn-nv- in the will In, andtbr- heat more , t illin t:: in t hr
<ummcr. for Ix'in g: situated. thi-, (-it ~ ••1mong hig-h and "'Indy hills.
TIll' land of the vicinity is almoct en-rile. hilt I1ncrt l}('!c" Ihe city is
provided with nu-at and pOll l tl~ in abundance whic h r-onu- h om the
t Iulf of ]\"arr a,e;' IIN'l. an d from sct th-nu-n ts even [ urtln-r aw ay. \" a tr r
fo\d and fr-h h om the ..ca an' ph-mifu! and rlu-v commonlv drin k
l :idn as in r]('arh~ \I a"",\( h u-e-ct .

Sn('n mi l,... d i, ta lHt' from Prnvidcno- towards rh.. \\1', 1 there is a
ri. h iro n mine IK'loll(!ing 10 \I r. Hrm\ n. located in a deep hollow
-urroundcd hy lin k hillocks on which one sees nothing but a (('\\
young" ..hoots of W("tl'rn planc-rrcc-. I The land is ....andv {'oHTI'd with
large holder; on tilt' surface. and m " ,me depth mixed with loam,
under" hkh onr- find-, the mine-c. 1'111'\ han' dug: here a tkr-p shaft,
m-ar to \\ hic h Ilwrt' is a -ream pump to ext rar-t water. Thi-, machine
\\.1, built h~ rbc hrtuhcr of its pre-cut pe",...c",·'.or with the knowledzc
lu- had ubunned [nun books about similar mar-him- huilt in Eu rope,
llIakill1-:: a num hl.'r of rha ng:e,; 10 adapt. with g: rea l i llgnlllil~, 10 Ihe
cirelllll ..t;\lHes of this ('oun lry. For t'xa mpk. the cOlllai lll'f (If Ih t: hnil
ill,~ waler and Ihl" lu hl' in wh ir h pist'1l1 lTl o\"e ~. are all of wood , an d
tilt' furnace i, made {,f a ~olid ch am lwr of iron. t'ndi n~ ill a nll1d llit
of till' sal\lt' llH'tal: t hai n', 'oh l's in thl' \\oudrn ('ont.lin n al sonw
di'lam I' frolll thr , ide", to n 'dun' I III' t1'lIlgn of ,tartint:: a li n '. \r ilh
Ihl' font' of Ih is m;II'hine Iht' in,g:t'niotl' ill\t'ntor imat::i llnl that he
( l .tlltl t'",lrart mitw rab fTOm Ihe shaft . hilt it f("u!t('d f' lr th i, operatiun
ill ~ re;lI If,,' {If tim/'. and a, it tuuld t1amag(' tht ' nnt 100 'turd ~ "haft
\\ ilh ih mmTnWll1 and the joltilll': of ii' \\hn'k il is 110 lon l.:("r u'«'d.
Thl' O f(' f("ITIO\TtI from Ih(' ,haft i, \I'r~ ri('h until t he .It-pth of 'I',ent~

fen , hilt Iwn ' il IKTnme.. "Cale anti of inf'Ti or qllali t ~, olher shafts
!l;l\e' ht:'{'n dUl:: "'11111' t1i'lanee from l he fiJ"t. whirh alrl'<td ~ f llrn i~h

Iwtln iron . T he rir hrw" of this mine is ~lIrh t hat il gi\"t'~ fiftu-x'rrc!1t
iron on Ihl' I1r.;1 fu,inn ..\ t tillWs Ihi, i~ llnitrd wilh III r;I." and ot her

" 1l"mJl it'-" ~ n'''':''f rum "dna fnri.

1 111!" CI JII .tOIi 011 · I",...: , wrrt ' OW"I"{1. pr irn'l rih'. hy j uhn Brown, 1 7 :H;-IIlO ~1.

I h,', · " n,· flr-t dUll in 17h.1 and ,uppli" d <>r" fOf tIll' 1lop. , t' ur"a,·,·. j ow ph
1\'0\ ,,,, 17:U· 178:'l, lluill II,.. SI",WI lI"rlll' h ,r a lllo IT (k l"ilnl l'o" I<'mporar,
d.-.ni l' l;O" of thr ,1<';(", pUllIp. b, ~l an ;lS"' h C ut l,·r. d . j am,'s 1I"dows, 'rh , Bro,..,,,
of I'"" id" ,u ptuIl/" l i" " , 'CamLridl):" , 1" ., 2 • p. 278.

1!'tii J (. ' l lt lg lion i"f " i llt /0 Uho,JI' JJllln" 3 1

rimc-, i" <l prcnv. bri uht , blac k,' it i-, .11". found mixe-d w ith little pic re-,
of Icad : ':'

The morning of Sq)II'mlx'r IH. I ouuinucd the n l~ .lgt' to the direc
rion of :\n\ p' .rt . .11 'I"J)ling the gr' l< i, IU" "rer of \ t r . ,J'.lm] Brown III

l<lrn nu- in hi" aniagl' a, far a' Ilu- \illilgl' of Brislul . Toward-, e-k-vr-u
in II~I' momiuu \\T h-It " [(with'lIn '. and l>a,,,in.l.; tlu- S"" k()nk river,
\\1" fo und flur,;'hl'S ill Ihe state of \b ~~adHl 'N~1. \,.(' -aw then t lu- l wt r
10Wl1S of Re-lu -hot h and Harr-iuatou , ami tTo"" l'd tlu- Wa ru-n river
m-ar a \illage of lilt' -arnr- na me, arri"in~: at the l'cn in- ul.rr on which
Hr i-rol is -ituan-d. Th is p -nin-ula . surrounded 0 11 till' t';\,t hy \[o UIlI

Hop" Bay ami 10 t ju- \\1''<1 h~ l' rnvidrncc Ba ~ i" divided down the
middle In anorher ' mall inle t. called Brl~tol 8.1\, formin g almo-t t\\'o
tlln~lI'" ;If land . " Ill' to the \\1"1 . that i, called b~ it-. Ind ian name
I'a 'la-Sq ua, h, and r uutain- variou-, plantation', and till' other 10 the
ea-t , \\ here Hri-tol is located. This little city was founded a, an Enali-b
rolon v in f hr- pl'fiod that the Iir-t -culcmcms in Ih(' Gulf of Xarra
g;m-.ct W(Te Ioruu'd , and wa-, in former times fairly commercial. b ut
as Ihe lan d around it Ix'inc: not \Tn fert ile. an d its situatio n k,s advan
tag('oll~ th an tha t of ;'\l'\\~fX)rl, it io~ 1 it- for mer luvte-r, an d is nothing
Ill" re than a ,mall and poor \'illa ,l.;l',

\ Iount HopI' Ib y whir h. lik(' t ill' ol ht'fs named aho\'('. forms part
of the G ulf of ;'\arragansel. la kinJ.: ih [1 .1111(' from ;\ 1ll00I nta in situatnl
10 Ihe east of n ri, tol. whn e the t'oloni,ts killed t ill' lasl Sa rJ wlll of tht,
:'\.lfragan-.cl I ll d i a n~ . and Pa pa-Sq uash Point , or l' op...Squa,h Poinl ,
n;lIlled thu' from I'opa, rhild. and Squa,h. wom ;lII. Ix'in.g the piatT
\\hi(h fomwrh till' Ind ian rhildn'll and wOlTwn Inuk rdll ~t' in tinll'

" f \\ar.
F rom Bri,lt .\ \\t ' tourt'" ahout in the' ha~ and inllll' nt'n ing wt'nt 10

till" Point Pk 'I"'llIt (',I,lte belongin g to \lr. Bruwn.'; The wind, till'
Iwxt da\ \\el"l' \I'r~ 'trOll g-. and fonlrar~ to our W'I~ , alld t ill" da~ Wot S

ralhe'f ;ainy. for Ihi" 1"I';l'«lfl it wa~ dt ,tl'nni m'd 10 ' I 'I~ . t'nk rtaillill~

Io l li'rn a l il'" " il(" f t;,d i" IUS.
' (; ,,1" ,,:1 Pl" m !>;, Th i, miru-I"I wa. ,1,,,l i...1 "111\ a I,·" , ..,u , "1(" 1" Ih,· Io·'ll ll..,1

Swi .. mi"l'Talu!(iSl 11.11"1'" d· llar""·1i,,.
:'0 " II". qual;I}· of r1,.. or" d _ l lo-d l("' , " p. ,·il ., p. 12,1 , and J ohll 1.. lI i s h (~ I"

A Hi, lor)' v{ ,''"In ''''''' ,\t ll"U {fld l" " " {""/O n Oli /0 IlitiO 12 vuk. l' IIlL"j ,·lpllla ,
lll h ~ \. v. 1.1', .111:1.

" For lh i..., ta lt· d , ll .. ""ard \\ 1'I',",lon , " I'oint I'k J , a nl. WilI i,uu \ 'a ""II' ,
.'o" ti"'a tr d "'1.11":' ill Uh" d, 1,[",, <1 lI i .I" , io ,1 S",i,l l, (,'oIlN I;o" " \'01. ",'ji;.
un. I. j ..o " 'l n . I" :.! 'l
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011 1"....·1\'(·, , hI' rot of tlu- day h~ f ..hinl::. in Iht, inu'rva!.. wiu-n t ill' r.riu
tT;a<,(·J. Ik, ido variou-, lit t le f ..h tha i .m- \'1'11 known. \\t' Llllc: llI OIW

rat her curjou.. "1)lTi,'s that 1::°1;'" hy rhe na nn- of T oad -fi..h. 'Thi.. fi..h i..
white. sperkk-d a nd "Iriped in brown . It ... fiqurc i..oblong a" long- a" it
"Ia ~ .. in water, hu t a, "IK'n a" it j .. placed on land it h('{~i n .. 10 inll~ltl'

....l that ill ~ I fl'\\ minute-.. it 1Jl;·, o lll l;'" r)('rfecth round. and .-"nlinlJa lh
hrl'at hing air wit h u-, mouth. it produce- a di ..cu..till~ -mm. Om- "f
tlu- .... · f ..h 1'.lUght 11\ ll". n-achrd a prodiziuu-, fultu...... IM.- illg hit with 01

nK'k,I)II['<.t \\ ith ;1hang likr- an inflated bladder and wa'" then inadver
rcnt lv thrown iutn t ill' .....1 . •\ little lime la ter WI' caucln another
..malin on, ' of till' ....arm- "1)Ccie". which equally a, the firer ballooned .
hUI \ \t. rhn-w thi-, 0111', wit hout examini ng it, hack into the water. at
the touch of wlrirh it ..hoi thr- air from it.: mouth. ami rc- torcd 10 it,
fornu-r ..hap" , -wam precipitou..ly towards the bottom and di-.
app,ran-d. T hi, pbeuomcnon i, common in rhe gt'ml'" of th i.. f ..h.
called Orbi- hy t ilt' antique Roman... becau-e of the-ir round figun"
and pic: fi-h by "'lRW Ital ian, hc<au'e of the strone .gru nt that Ihn
produH' in lilt' rapid hn'at h of air in tht' na rro w fi,-urc of Ill(' g ilk
a'" Rondd cl io ,;1\ ..,. .\ lIhollc:h " t'« HI",,' of Iht' carek_'nl....~ of tn\· ("om
pallion, , muld ~ol cxa millt· il d iligen lh , I l)Clin l' Iha t t he' fi~h Iha l
\H' fa uc:hl w~ I" Iha l ..,wr ie.. ~';l llt.'d T .' nondon t ,'lfudiml 1/5 b\ I.ill llt·ll',
t hai Ollt· fillt).. in Ihc ....'a" of th(' Ea..t Ind i,'_ and of .\ merit';;."

TIlt' Illorn in ~ of t Ilt' 1\\l'llI it'l h in a lin k ,ail 1'M)a l \ \t' dl"" t·ndl·t1
Dri..tlll n ay. and lea \'inc: to thc' ea,1 the littl l' i,l and c'all"<1 Ho~ ' ,

I_la nd , \ \1' n"'''''d t ill' dla l1 llt'l Iha t di \·ide' Papa -Sq ua,h point fr"lII
Pr mklltT "la nd. TIlt' watn of the' c'ha nnt'! Iwi nl.: 1lI1il h fOlldwr ami
l!w willd hl lJ\\il1 ~ ha n ln, my fn mpanioll' fearn ! thai, foUo\\ in l:' a
t rip d"wll 10 ;\"t'\\ port. 11\t' ..ea would I)('('otllt.' 100 rollgh f"r Ihl' ir
rdurn, and "" \\1' \\I 'nt O\Tr In I' rudcn("c hland alit! going a_h" IT
dilll llt'd ' I hill " Il whir h lh l'n ' i.. IOLlted allot her (',talt' of .\ Ir. B r ()W ll , ~

from whk h (lI lt' Clljo~ .. ~I \t'ry pit-a_ant \il' w "f Ih,' i..b nt! an d "f tIlt'
mainla nd thaI f" rlll Ilrt' ( ;ulf of ,'\arrag-'IlN· t: here ;"" it hapWL' lw d "~ I '

f" lInd ~ I Lt q.;e qi[ ill ~ , hip, I 'll wh ich in Ie.... lha n Iwo hOIl!.... \\t' \\ ,'1' , '

"(;ul;~ltrli 1I""dd~lii d,' , ' i..,.ibll.< . l. ill, F., rap. 7 D ,· ( ), I Ir ", ~ o ll·, ' u, . , i, '., I. ,,,,,,
I'i"" ', l.u-:d, I "! 'it. 1'- ·12 l.

10.\',)'.11""" S f/l u" , 1';"''''1, ;lfld ..1"''''';1, Acad"" .• \"01. 1, 1" :lO'I. l<lh , 1,1, ii I(. :t ,
' Thi, w,,, II,.. W" " lo" Lnlll ,o"li,r"I("(1 from Ill<" la<l """Iisl 1(0\'!'llltJr "f

R hod,' I<L",d . j o" 'p l> W" " I" " . j ohn 1I" ,wll 1,""Khl il horn ill<" ,I'll" in lilll
d , ( :h'ul," c: ~L" ' U"I , l'Il"',~"lf" 1.< OR ",,11' l' ''i(I~Rce } ,IIlI,d I' ro\' idn lr " , 1''',4 ) ,
1'. WI.

takr-n 10 Xcw port. Thi-, I'ity i ... located at 41 :!~I' lati tude in a Iovclv
inlet of the ....-n, near t he <.Out lll'rnlllo"l I'M lint ill Rhode Island , Oil t he
elope of a hi ll. havina narrow ' In·, 'I, . hUI ..rnoo th and paved and the
hOIN ..... are nl"a rl ~ all wood and ch-en-pit . The town hall i, not yc't
fini- hr-d" and the Ch un hc-, Ilf till' \'a riou, .....T ISart' not verv att rartive.
Tlw inhahiuuu-, althou gh rat hn !llK.r 1l('"(,.tlN ' of the '.c: rca l 10"'''(''

-uffcrcd in the war. arc' noh. ill\<.landing" n 'ry ho-puable. and the
women an' dt'\"l,let! 10 imitate European luxury , The climate of thi-,
t'ily j .. \Try' u-mpcrarc and i~ t"l1I\<.idtTed nile of the mc...t hcahhv in
Xnrth Ar ne-rica bccau-c thc' ....-a air ma ke" the- fold 11"<.._ .... \T rC and
It'mpt'T'' thr- heal «f -umrru-r for which rr-a-on gC'ntkmen of t he
Carolina, and of other .... uuhr-rn ..tate- and Ihe iU "colltl' 10 pa", the
hot ....a-on at XC'\\ port . Thi.. i..the hOllw of Xathaniel Green . of whum
l han' alrcadv "J'l.kc'n in the \u~age in ( ; t'or gia" and it could boa..1
an other illu-triuu.. -oldicr in Benedict A rnold. if lit' had not <ullied
the (;ITlIe earm-d hy hi.. (oura l.;'· , b~ Ix'iug it traitor to hi.. countrv and
tryill~ 10 hand 0 \"(" 1' to lilt' Engli ...h ' \"a ...hington him..df. Arnold i.. of
VIle of t he oldc--t Iamilir-, of tht · ..tan- of Rhlxle I..b nd and did a profit~

able Irade in lin'''((lCk l)Cfore the wa r, .\ ftn hi.. tn:';I"llll he weill to

England from wheft', pc.'rhap- al<.t l b(·I·;IU....· of t h~' lill ie rq;ard hI" wa"
held thrft'. he I',lme 10 lin ' in Xm',l Sn lli;l, \,hne it i.. ,aid . hI" ha'
agai n ta kc'n lip hi..nld t rad(',

.\ lonelay. St'ptl'm lMT :nth. I rdurllI'd from ;\"t'w J'l,rt to Pro\idt' !Ue,
,mel Ihcll millk thl' Irip Itl Bo..ton, fmlll wIwrt, I IIKlk 1Il~ ('(mT'C 10

l'o r! ...molllh, ~Illd from thn(' J ft'llIrlWt! to XI'W York. I p"""""d Iht'
f"l lowillg win llT partl ~ ill t hi" la'i ( 'i l~ illltl PMII~ in I'hiladd phia ,

" I h, ' ,l.Ilp ho ",,', no.... ,·"Ilt-d ( lid Culo.,. 110" "". ....;.. " "ill i" 17:1" . hUI u""J 'IS
a k ,rr :u'ks I" , tI,,· Erudi.h "nol a ho'pil"ll l\ til<' Fr.·", 'h , " h "" " '" darnall:.--d Ih al
in liBI Ih, ' ,'uur" 'lIlU ''''''mMr had 10 m""1 in II... ') " .11(0 1/;" " . In 1711 1, j " s.-- p ll
;\' i</; h t i"":,,I<- . Esd, I lopkins, aud D,,,,i,·1 .\ (;,,;0,, r"'n..l ;'1,!'u ;" k d III r.--pun ...·pa;r<
.w,'d, 'd ."· .\ nlo im·\t '· F llo", .,iTl K" " d Vi"' ''' '' l Sr"ll ~'. J r.• .i> , h ;l a l u , ,,l lf n ;l agr
"f .\'~ "'P"H, Rlt o,l~ 1,1" .,,1 rCamlor iul/;", Iq .~~ ), p, 5h .

H:":athana"1 (;"" ,." ,. C".tiKlio.,i had wl'ill"n : " . I I,'f, for \t a lbo rou l': h-C r<lw
Ii,,' " \ 1" lhn r\' (;,,,\'(' 110" til<" 2" lh U")' of ~LHd, . 178hl ""'lI'fl h} G,~nnal Gn"!"....
un 110.. ],,,.,b of th!" ",n". fi,.... [Ill<" S""''' It,.,hl , T hi. "IJwrh .\mniran rOtllllla.,un
di'li"l(uisl,,'d h;msdf in th!" ,"mlwtn , 1,,1" , I" ,..o!l,, ·lvinl/; h i" ,n,,,11 army all:ai"'1
Ill" Engli,h l,uOp' "hid, wn,· ,, 'n lI,n" h "'pniol in !lUIlI]"'Z, "nd in dis!"ipliz"·.
Jl p is" .,alive of Rhod,'. h l" " d "lid ",m", III (; " <> l'Kia ill Ih, ' ''''I",nn of 1711.'1 In

,!'Ill, ' OJ) thi. \'.1;\ prop....l) :"",nl...ll" hil n b} II". SI,", ' "f r;'.""rgi" in ,'o"'p""'''
,i" " fol' II'S imp01I""1 " ',,in's, (.,) III JUI,," of 171lh I,.. di"d .. f Ill<" di"'a,, ' ,',dkd
,,,n-;\ro).;, , - I·"II, !!;" . \'01. I, p. 24U, ,\1 vol. I, p. :m :l hi. rok al ;'\ill<'l)·,ix i,
d,' ,nih... I,'·



until -princ L 1 IlW. t hen J k h \b~ I f). l i B] from ;\\·w York for
Europe on a newl~ ron..trurte-d Sp;llli..h hri~;Inlilw ',llkd (;,lh l ·::.tOlPI

whu h, ;Ih n I \\l·n l ~ .-ei l.: hl dav-, flf ha pr~ IM\'i~,l li"n. e-nu-red tilt'
Spani-h port of Corun na .

(hI ,hl' Former and P/ f\ (' 11 1 Sl ll i r 01 U llIll iI' /Il l/ li d

The ancient inhalut ant-, of rhi-, land wen-the X a rr azan ....-t Ind ian...
wh o wer e d ivided into c ariou- Iriht.·.. and who ,,"h..i..ted for the mo..l
part Oil f ..h. Their number and their unitv made rhcm for a lon~ lim ..
Iormid abk- 10 the fir-a Europea n imrn iura nt-. until Iiuk- h~ little . a"
ort-u rrt-d in the other ..cHI(·mcnl", they ln-rnrm- dimin i-bcd. <;( 1 that
sonu \Taf'l after t here 110 Illnger cx i-u-d Ind ian" of rhi- . inothe r tiuu-s.
powr-rt ul na tion. The fir-t Enuli- h -cnlcmcm occurred in the ~(';I r

Iii:'.:, in t he folln\, ill~ manner: Roger William", mini..n-r of the
C hurch of Plvmou t b. had ili'N'mina led many ne w dogma", hut thr-....·
not he i ll~ \H·il ren ·in ·d . hI" Ihou ght to dl'lll ~t· hi.. n-..ideno-, and loo k
him..dr to Sa lem. w her e for "(llTwtin1l' he had lx-cu wanted a" minister.
T he .\I a~i ..tr an-s "ere «ppo-cd 10 this. know in g" the 10\ T of nm'dty (If
his characu-r, hUI the p(·opk in..i..ted. de -pin- th e oppo-it iou uf t ilt'
\1 agi..tral ..... lIf'1,n hi.. "CIt'( ti, ,n 10 Ih i.. hOllllf;\h le ....·a l. I'fir t l11 l ~ a ..ht ,rt
tinlt'. hm\C·\Tr. \\l 're thfN' IX'npk happy in t hei r fhoin', iIM..mu,h 01"

hI' Ilfl!:n ! Ihal Ih" Ch Url h of S;,km , t il(' "n ly Olj(' hI' bdi(" \('d tn 1)1'
ort hodux. ..epa ra ll· it..e]f from Ill(' C hurches of EtlL:bnd anti of 1Ill"
olt l,' r"of Am n i,'a.lhl' rwopk nol wanting-to OliN'lit to Ih is 1l00dt\ .
Ij(' 'i('Om flllh k it lilt' C IHlfI'h fif S;llem. in fact. ht' al <;( l kft hi.. wi(1'
h,'("all'i(' ..h,: a11emlt'd th l' ahoH" naml'd ( :hurc-h. Ik "pih' all th('....·
di..llIrhann ·s Ihe (;0\ Cfllo r would no l tM\ 'e htT n iml ul n! 10 1)('
im 'oked ill t ilt' alTa ir, if W illian h had n nl 1)('I'ua(kd a h i ~h (lfficia l lo
nil Ihe , ·ft l"" frlllll t he n,lo r.. of till' " inL: iI " a siL:n (If a llt i-rhri..t ian
"ulx·rsiti lo n.{" TIlt' sold iel', ang('f('(1 tn -'('e t lj('ir n",,-,,, llIu tilalt'd in thi..
W ;1\' , no longe r \\ i..hed to <I......·mhle (fir m ilila ry ex('rfi'-t"s. ami 'i() ma n\
di..j)llte.. were horn for Ih i.. "inl,::k rea ',lIn. that Iht· f ;m n llor. ;Ihn

I" Willi,un' hd i"",' d Ihal Ih ,' ""'d no>. n ln l;, in.-.J in Ih,' .'.. n,o n of I'" 1:: nt(li. 11
rol ollia l ll<llt w;" 1,I,,,plu'JIlOll" I k r "n" inn 'd John 1:: nd k ou . th r n ," I "a;.,i, t" " t:·
,,,h""I""Il I!-- ~o\' erllo r of ~b, ,,,, · h l,,(·tt , , of thi , br-1i"f " nd End!"" 11 ,' Lll til:: no"
from th,' r",i~n al Sal"IIi. For thi , im'id"111 d . Howar d ~1. C h" I' IO , Uo ~ " II dIu",,,
Iu d Ih~ j,.· i " f!'s C WJJ 1·1O,·id.·n.... 1 '1"~8 J ohn W int hrop', jn urn.!1 h;l'.1 ''' o:ot'',·
l i"n of mililJ.n ' d i"",d" r in Ihl' ph. " ... "m,,",' rd " ..,·d 10 foll"", Ilwm" W in(h, up ,
.4 / ,,,..,,,,1 of ... , h~ Sntl",,,,,' of ,\ 1<1 " <1,1, .. ,, fl •. H'''lfurd , 17'1l1, p, ,"
, , ' int hr0J> h... no "'lIot.-< lion. I l o" ~ ,, r . d ldl thi, m.,id,· nl w~, Ih,' " ..•-u" lUI
\\ ·il1 i.llll' l' d[li, llIIl< nl

sn ,\ pri l
1.1

ha \'in~ Irinl ill vain to persuade him to ret rac t hi.. fmuuicul d", lr illl'''_
Foun d him....·1f ohliL:n l to banish him with hi" £oJlO\\(·r- . "lhcn. WI"

repeat , he f. nuuh-d tilt' fi n'. tn which he lZa\'e the name of Pro \·idl'nn·,
(,oll"i(k ring it a-, a rduge whi,h had be en <upplicd him . lin ,' he was
n-lmpti-a-d hv a o-rtai n Holm ann .'! who was then rebapti-cd with
11'11 " Ifwrs, n ,mh' " ;tflerwan !" arov- 10 hi m al)(lul t he \'alidi l\ of th i"
'i('nllld ha nti..m 1101 lx-inc ahl" , after his ..t range idea . III Ilt- ri\ t'
anthoritv for it from Iht' .\ Ot l"lle". IInlC"" throuqh the m r-au -, " f tilt'
ministry of t he Engli..h C:hufl'h. which he held hcrcri. al. then-fo re . Ill'
n-In -cd to hav e ounm union with r hri..tian.. of ot her ....·(·1" . bl' ing rx-r
"Il;" k d th aI God woltld v-nd new .' post les. in the num ber of \\h idl
Ill' 1)('li('\'(," he h im..d f must 1)(' included. Be('(lllling in rhi-, W ;t \ '

FOIlI\(I" r _Gnn ·m fif. a nd Protector of the new colon y. he \\t"11 in I!\("
war 1fi·n ' (I Enqland . whrrt'" bv rnen- r- of Ihl' K niu hr He-nrc Vn-e. he
ohl;lilll'd from the C,," nl of \ra rwich a ch a rter of inu ,rpora lion fif Ih('
m-w n ,lo n\ n lldn tl1(' ti tle of Provid en ce P l a n ta t ion~..\ 1 his re turn .
which \\ as r(lI"I\ -t·idl l vt-ars after his cxik from \fass" rhll",·I. hein g
of adva no-d aue, ;l1I tl hayin g rhano-d nt inri ple.. and cruuluc t , Ill'
nfl ',1t hed ' nkram.' of Ihe ot hl' r "Ccts and d it·d in Ihl' \ ea r I(iR2 in t h,'
r; t\· fou m!t-d h\ him . ("otcenwd h\' Indian ami foloni"l alikt"

\\' hl'n 1111" I' ro \·illl·n("e Planla tio llS w\,rl' foumk d in Ih,' nort hl'rn 
ll\o"l pa rt (If Ihl' ( ; ul f of Xa rragan",'I. the i..la llCl" font .1ined in it W('IT ,

h m \T \T r . in ha hi ll'd 11\' Ind ians. ..\ \l r. Cndi ngton . a na li \T Eng)i"h
Ill all \\ a" 1111' fir-t , wh o in th .? H'a r l fi:H hough t frlllll Ca ' ionirus.
Ch id of t ill' :"\ar r;lI!:an-.et I nd ians. t lU' i..la lHl " f .\ q llidm'('k. tilt" na lllt'
of whi dl \\;1" ( h;lII~("d to Ihal of R h()(k b t ll\d. Il l' \\ ;1" ma d ("
(; O\ef!1 or h\ hi.. foI1O\\t"I'. which po"l ht' o'T upiet! fur mall\ n 'ar-,
alld alth ()lI ~h Ilt' \ \; IS a t 1Ir-! " ,,("a lOll" Prc"h~ h'ri a ll . fllr n.-. litk :11(,lid "
he ;Idn pln[ a uni\C·I-..;a [ tokr;m rc . Th is Im lllg-ht [ 0 II\(' i..b nd IX'(lp],
fn ,m \·ari,u,.. "·f l", pr im'ipally IllI' Q ltakn .... \, h' l W(· ft· t,I"I·\\ hl·n ·
Ot·f"tTIlIt' II. ' I'he fiflk ol)-.tadt· to IIII' ~n l\\ l h " f lilt' 'C '!OIl\ wl" re III('
I lld i a n~ . \\h.-. di..turh,·d it \ T I"\ Illtlrh for niall ' \ ,'a l"_ Ill'nn ' It...
inha hi la nh a..k,·d 10 1)1' Ilnitnl ~\ i t h Ih(" "t lwr ,,,Icmil"" of :"\c·\\ En ).\ -

1" 11,.. 1,,,pl i"' l of .~ ( , ' , h i" l1 11,,1"' 11 ;1)) I"Tu'ln! , ," ~1.Hd l l1lcb, It, :lfl T h,
d,." riHtion iJi C,,< ti~1ion i i, a rim" Ir:Ul,1.lliun fr.. 11I W inl h n 'I' " JIJ ''' ''''!. IJ/,. ,.i',
PI" Ifl 'I-8 ,1 .\hho"oth Ihi, In,1 " ." , nol I". inl~d uUlil 1,1'0: Ih"."':IO ";,,,i.1>I h ...1
I""'n n .IO ' n il,,·d " nd ",a, ... .·11 kno"n 10 ;o.; r,,· r." III.IOd 3nl"I"."I.IO' l nll l mO,r
1"<"II1'kl<' r ,·i..km .. r.'" I,,· di,ro.",,·d. il """Id ", Ihat .Ill \ mr rk :," "~'-lU.';"I .
ann' ., f C'I' lilt lioni',. Mid Ihi, ..·ould ind"d,· J n. Bo·ll nap . ,,,pphrd hun ",,111
Ihi_ hi_lOri.-.>1 inform,>li"n.
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land ; hut the-e- uo t wi..h in g" to ,HTc pt it. t ht'~ a ppea led III t he K illg
Charles II. who united it to th e Colony of Providen ce. r-onr-cding
thr-m am ple p rivileges, and the <arne fo rm of gc)\'crnnU'"lH has la-n-d
her e, nor was it chanced h~ t he revolut ion. The Gcnn al A"""'mbly
owels two ti nH's a ~ ('ar. in :\1.-\\- at Prm "idn llT . and in O et olJ<.' l" a t
Xew po rt. twin,C: I'OIllI)(N'd of a G overnor. a Dcp ut v-Govcr nor. ten
assis ta n ts. wh o fo rm t he so-called h i.c:h rhnmber. an d some depu ties
o f the ri til's and regions who compose th e common cham he r. A ll
th n t' posit io ns ex pi re ill Ihe mont h of '\ [a \' of r-ar- h ~l·ar. whr-n the
peoplr- hold a new t-lecriun .

T he Sta te of Rhode bla nd I'; locat ed between .J10 and ·1:? ' lat itude
and 71 ' an d 7'2 ' longi tude from Loudon , extending fifty miles from
North to Sou th an d about thirty m ilt's from East to \ r est. I t is her
dered on the Ko rth and East hy .\IaSq d lll'N't . Oil th e \ \"est by th e
Stale of Con necticut. a nd Oil the Sou th by the sea. T he portion of the
ronrincnt , that surrounds th e Gulf of ]\'arra g-an set. Iormr-rlv known
limier the nam e of Providence Plantations, is divided in th e sout hwest
from the Slate of Con ned icut by mean s of the Pakat uk river, and
r ontnins the ('Olmty called King-'s Couut v, the capital of which is
Sout h-Kino-tun . In a straight lim' to the North is Providence cou nty,
wit h the rnpita l of the same na me, to the east that of \\'arwir h. whic-h
ron tains tht' pe ninsula of Bristol. and to the south-r-a-t that little
longl ll' of land that is be-twr-ru tht' arm of th e sea ca lleli the Sca konnct
passage. an d the .\lassacllllssd border. Vari ous islan ds are found here.
of whichthree art' th e prinripal. Rh ode Isla nd proper ly c-alled. which
is th e largest of all is sixteen mik s in lengt h and four to fin' mile s in
width . T he land heing rather hilly it en joys at va rious place-, a beaut i
ful view, ('sl1l'rially where it narrows to on ly two m iles and nvr-rlook-,
eq ua lly Cononirut and Prudence Islands, the Bay of i\'('wport and a
portio n of the mainland." Couonicut. to the Wl'st of thr- pn-r r-ding,
is lIO ilion' tha n eight miles in length and abo ut a m ile and a half in
its .1!; rea tt'st widt h, O n th is i-dand there is nothing exce pt a lill ie villao
ralh-d jamrv-n.wn . Prudence l-dand. finallv , to tln- north o( Colloni
("ut, and to the wt'~ t Ilf Rh ode J ~ la Jl( 1 and of Bristol Bay is fi\( ' or six
m ilt,s long. an d Jl H I!l' th an a mile widl'. .\lam othtT islands are found
"pread abou t the gulf. that he in,1!; \Try small , an d not \et inha bited ,
00 nntllle rit parti cular llH'nt inll.

l~Thi< ,-i,'", is frOlll T onolllY lIil1.

The climate of Rhode Island is \'(' r ~ variable. The season in April
is cold and ra iny. bill then in .\ Ia y the \l'gl'tation makes rapi d prog
ress. TIl\' mon ths of j une. july, and :\ugust an' \Tr~ hot in Provid ence
and in the more internal part s. hut romp-red h~ the sea winds at
:\"t'\\ por t and nearby islands. The months of xepu-mbc r an d O ('\ohn
are the most delightful, be ing usually of dear vkic-, and temperate air.
l'\l'HTt he!e"s, in the-e months dys('n tcry prcvail- , from the abuse of
fruit and of little a tte nt ion to prot cr t thl'm_st'lH's again.st the first cold.
\\' inter lasts from November to .\Ian h : SIiOW falls ordinarily towards
the middle of December. hut the r-nld is not as sn't're as in Boston,

In the year 1774 the inhabitan ts of this sta te gre w to fifty-nine
thousand . six hu ndred and scventv eight. fourteen thousan d an d nine
hundred of whom were eligible for milirarv service. " Auriculture
fl tl u r i ~ lt l'd grea tly primarily on the island of Rhode Island, abundant
in fruits an d called with reason th e ga rden of America, but in the
time when the English were in p<'ls""'",,ion of th e island. th ey r-ut the
fruit t rees for firewoo d , killed th e livestock. and ruined th e most
b-autifulr-states. 1.1 Also the sheep, t ht- nu m ber of which for merly gr{'w
to some thousands, were red ur-cd in 17fH; tn a few rnurc tha n th ree
hundred. T hl'Y cultivate on this iclan d corn, flax. hemp. and here
thcrr- ;IlT lowly lawn s. O n Connonicut Island which is divided into
various r-s ta tr-s. they make excellent cheeses and also Prudence Island
I'llj (J ~ s fruit ful lnnd. although cult iva t ion here is mo re difficul t hccnuw
(If grea l quan tity of rocks wh ich tovrr the land. Otherwise th e ( ; 11 1(

of i\"arraganst"t is \T ry ab undant in fish an d thest' an' counn-d eight ~

different species, amon g which the Tntnau or Black-fish ta ke fir-st
p IalI' Oil tables.

Her-es . corn, lumb er, dri ed rod . wh nk- "i l and __permare-ti candle
f"r111 the pr incipal rorn mcrc e of the -tan- . Xr-wport ab ove all had
hegun auain In flourish after the wa r when thr- hOlwS of its I'eco\f'r~

\\ClT ckstro~t'd hy the dissension that arn-e in that town in the follow
ing" way. Rhode Island l)('ing 0 11(' of the -malk-st of the United Sta\('~,

" In .,1"ur;u", .\I " ''' UII/, Vol. I , ~ . 311'i. Iht'lJOpulation of Rhod,· Isbnd in 178 5
"", , .,,1,' ,'j'-',h70. .-\f l lT " nolhn nott', Ih .. l'0~ul", ion in 1775 " " , 58 ,000 :lnd ill
178:1 wa ' 50. 000 . a di lll in"tiun (''''''l'd hy lh, ' War, R Hh u r" a nH ir , Eta/ "·li,, ;_, ,
P" rt II I, J-l . 210,

" 'C h" ' I,.]l"" 10 ,,,1 ,,1' 0 "oh'd th aI """fOrlunal,.] '- \"<'I("l"hl,' , "' n t' V" n - ,("a 1" "" 0"
Klw ,\'- h l"nd, '" lh, ' Engli.h had d"'lrm-~d all l h;' "ard",,, " d _ .,-"",,,I.,-;n S", t"
,l mnir<l in th " \ ;'''11 /780./ 78 / , ""d 178"1.1,,,,,,1,,',,,,11,, 1I0w ;lr d C. R i,.,. 12 \-..
Ch"p..] Hi ll , 1('1, :' I, ' . 1. p. 250, nol<o 14. '



and not ha \ in g" large and populated ririr-s. the inhabitan t- o f ;\"ewport
and Pn l\·id l·Jl(T WI 'I"( ' favorabh- placed ill th e Ll'g i"la t in ' hody a" the
most in for me d i ll pnlitics, "lhu-e nf the rouutrv. not liking 10 "e{' thi-,

di-dncrion. acted "n that in I ill /) they '«'!locted a lllong" them-elve- , ti ll'
plurali ty of the mcmlx-r-hip nf the ;b st'm hl:- and loo k thi- , II I en-ion to
make a Jl( '\1" j""lIl' of papn m Olle-y, as Ihe y had planned for a lo ng
tim e. Being p ersuaded tha t the op position made i ll prt'(Tdin g y('a rs in
the Leg i"la t in ' hod y to Ihi s i"" lll' depended on ly on thr mcm bc .....
h;n'ing lx-c-n mr-rr-hnnts, '«) d di,c:htl'(l wer e thrv to topple th ei r inf lu
crur, they di d not for esee the ruinous (-onseq lu' nn> th a t would derin'
from it. In fad, these notes. w hich were- no t ba-ed on a <ta ble founda
tion , q u ickly lost the ir va lue a nd th e law pa-c-ed to ,uppo rt t hem
required t h('y be ac-cepted :1 Sr-a-h. ru in inc: foreve r m ore the commcrrr
(If R hOlk -r sla lld ." 14

T he fa u lly direction o f th e cnv cnun en t prod uced t hus t he ruin o f

thi" <t nu-. which a lt ho ug h of restricted h'l"ritm y. co u ld ha n- com peted
wit h th e o thers fo r wcalth. Foll owing thr- fir"t rni-tuke a thou-and
others wen- ma .lr- , and among many was t ha t o f not wa nting to ronr-ur

wit h t he slJppressiOlI of the rx-brllion that a ro se in \ 1:1s":lc hu '<,"I·t .
~i \" i 1H.( ind e\'d a (fe-e nsvlum to tho"'.' delinque nts . ther efore somr- ca ll
thi-, la nd in ru nte- lll pl. not Rhode- Isla nd but ROC:II('s. I"la lld th at is
Isl.m d of Knave- . a tit k- w hidl is dese rved bv tho"e w ho formcun-d
thr-cr- rwrnicio ll" innovat ion s."

I.;-';ot,·s ",,·uf Iwo ,ort,. Ihal ;." of II,.. L ni t,.d St all" in !'i:"lll"fal ,,,,d of p,ntin,lar
;1;1 1<". T Ilt" firvt of th, ''' ' i"""d hy nrdrr of Ih ,· Con l(n·" '0 provide Ih,· coo" ~, of th,·
war , a"d which " .. t:lin ii , ho wn', 'r lacki" ,;;: tlH' ,'onfid,·",·,. of Ill<" public. th,·ir
val",. w,.nt dro ppin!!, to Ill,· point that th,'y ;H '· ft,,Juc,·d ttl almost no'hin,;;:. T h O'
""",. 'ltTurf",1 to those of tb,· pa rti,·ular ' ta t'>, wh ich w" n' not Sl'ppor!,'d frnm
IljtlHg"l(" h} an)' ha St ', thn"fon' t h,'''> ,1"1".. for nothing ,lil ies< it i, th ,' pri"" l"
" d\' ,1I1 ta l(' · of ' O"l(" who ddr<ludn] ilf thi, llI"n"" r the-ir n,·di tolS. ].Jayinl( Wilh
pap.... n" Io·' "utlroriz..d hy Ih,' I' ·!'i:i , b tu l'<" , hut which ha" .. no \'"1,,,· in Colllu".rn' .
.\ "OIh, ·, ,·\'il '''' 'ult('d from Ih,- rr-rtlfican-s or promi , so!)' nOl.., <: i", ·n hy ,h,· kl(i,.
1;'li,,1' hodi," to tIl<" 'oldin;; and oth", p.."on, instead of 1lI0n"y, T I", St· have had
to ",II tI"·,,, in Ii", .., " Ill'n thl'}' IU'1 Ih..ir ",,'di t. and n"" Ih ,· trad '-'p,'''p lr· lak "
I'",,, ', , i" n of th,.m p,win,;;: tlt"ln a franion in rdat ion to th,·ir {"n tip "apital.
thndo,..· tl ... ,tat,. I".a" a11thl' load uf th,.,,, without havin<: oht.lim'd tI [I' 1'1£, '(:\ of
1",ll'in<: tiro,,· whu h" d !'liv,.n th,·ir ,t."rvirn ;Hld risked th" i, liw , for tl", Rq JU hlif".

'·.\ 1' 0, fillall, '. tlrn art· ('xl' l"fi,'" "..d in tI", hanuful con""I""nn·' of bad Illan"",,,'
IlWnt, ,ill"" Rhode " land ""IS om ' of tl". 'tat,·, which did nol ,.ho",,, to ralify tI,..
,,,'\\' ,'o t" tit a t;oll.

I l Oll Ihi, d , Eli,ha R , !'ott ..r, S"",," ,,,,w,,,,r of Ih .. bills ,,/ cr",lit 0' /Ifi! ''''
111" ' ''' \' ,./ Nh "r!,· 1, 1",,,/ ( l' , o\'i ,lo- " c,·, 1880 1, I " h "d~ 1,/,,, ,,/ lI i , I" ,,",.,,/ T", ,.I, ,
_,,,, i,·, I, nLlm),,,,' 8 .
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