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TABU: Of' CO :\""I"E.',/1 '5

In colonial Rh od,' h b nd rhe hnllot s r a.'1 hy th r- treem ... n in Ih l' annual l'lr cl ions
Wl'r l' callt'd " pro" i,'.,." T hr y Wl'n' pri nl..d an d di,trihult'd II' Ihl' electors hy Ih...

various polit ical factions,

Th;, l;,-kd h'>ad l'd by Will i"", ( ; n 'I 'll ~ was 1lnSlKCC,sf\ll, an d (;o \,Cl'lIor jo'q>h
"" anlon was n·_I·h·CIl·d . 110w.''''' I' , h-cause of hi , 1'01'1' It- ,mill ~' 1\0" "'" no t " llowt'd
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by JOI'I ,\ . Coh"n

by J. Brur.· W hyt"
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hy Philip A. Grant, Jr" Ph .D.
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t rx ;\ I ' ~ J I. rH_ I i i :), (;I'IH']"al ' 1'lw lll <lS Cage, the gOH rllOr in
.\1 assa, h IIS('t t-, a m i ronuuandr-r of all Brit ish Ioro-s in :Kor! h Arne-rir-n,
o rdered Lieutenant (:olond Fra nc is Smith -ecn-rlv to 11m\'(' hi" troops
to Con cord a n d dl'stroy rlu-ca c he of arm" and ammunition held there

by the rolonia l-. Sm ith proceeded to c lfry ou t th e order but hi"
mi-xion wa" no t kept -ccrct for IOIl,g. The intdli,genn' -ervice of the
Anu-rir-an-, \\':1." q u ick to di scer n th.. ubj rr-tivr- of th e em bu rkir u; t roop"
a nd tlu- nn\ " \\ as -eru on a h ead . The Brit ish were met ut Lcxi njrtun
on t he morni ng (If the nineteenth by a sm all hand of co lo n ia l milit ia .
•\1 first it a ppea red a" [hough rln-rc would be 110 trouble but an
unknown "hoi rang o u t and rlu- fighting: heuan . The K ing"" troop"
wert' ch-lav t-d n il nW1T t h a n fifteen min u te" ill their march tu C oncord,

but they lef t In-hind thorn rialn dead and te n »nunrk-d America n" nn
Lhr- I .cx ingt, 1Il ,c:l"tT n - the relx-llion had lx-rorm- a rx-volutiouarv war. '

T he nl'"W~ of Lrxiuutr m and the -ub-cqueut hO~lilitics at Concord
and a lOlll.: the line (If march h.uk 10 Bn"ton sprr-ad ~ \\' i ft l ~ throughout
the re-t of th e t'olonil'''. In Rhode Island, wlu-rc the people had hl'en
r-a-t in.1.: the-irballl lis in Ihe a n n u a l r-lrr-t ion, the r-vcnr- (If the nim-teent h
\\tTC known that ITcuing and m ;l1l Y individual- m ade preparation
In prru-red to thr- Hay I 'o l()ny .~ T he General As-cmblv abo rear-ted

quir klv and nu-t in an ,'ml'" rgt'"IH'y ,,·,,~inn ..\ 1 rhi-, llH'l'tin g' the ('olony' "

Ij "h" Rir hard i\ ld"" , T il ,· A lrln iu ,n f?aoolr<l iu n , 17 75 ·1 7 /J.'I . :'\rw Y" ..k, H " rp,-r
&. Fhotl ll"l ' , 1:154, pp . 20-2--1: How ard II . P"ckh '''ll, T hc Wa r for l ndepeTl d cTl u
II ,\filii", )' Hi ,' " , y. C hica ll:o , I'll<' l Tniv.-c'ity of Chiceeo r rn~ . p.1 p....h""k "dil;o,,_
I lJ'iIl,I'I' , 7_\ 2 .

~ Fr" nklin lIowd itd . Ik " n , ,·ct.." 'he l . ira a 'l' D inT)' nf F" " S ri/,·" ,D ,D" /. 1.,[) " I.
;<; ,'w York, ( :1, ,, ,1,,, "in il" "' r" S, "I' , I 'Ill I,p .'d b, )", n,,, fl .-r ..it<- d '" Sti l"" D i"'J '

to , erv{'.



l,r.\"ill,;loll and Concor d, H. I. lira cts [O ctob er I%i ] 1.1'.\"/11 .1,;101/ and Conco rd: H. I. Hfl/(/,

mun ition "ton'" were nrdrn-d divided all1on,~ the towns; a da~ for
prayer, fa'ting anti hum iliat ion wa' -c-t fur M a v 11; an d W illia lll
Bradford and Nathanael G reene were ordered to 'a ttend the Conner
ticut Grueral Assemblv and to a).(TtT with its members on some
meth od for dd('nd in~ the New Engla nd rolonics."

O n the surfare it seemed th at Rh ode b land was reacting with
un an imity but this w as not the r-a-e. T he H ouse of Depu t ies. on
April 23. stated tha t it was in agreement with the proposal made tn
it hy two nu-mbers of the ~( a",a r h tl ,e t h Provi ncia l Congres.,. That
pr oposit ion was that Rhod e Island join ill en-operation with th e- other
New Engla nd colon ies for the rommon dden"e and help to rai-e an
armed forre of eighteen th ousan d men. 'I'l l(' upper house. how ever.
d id not agrec and said " that the above Vote is of such a Nat ure &
T en dency that they ca nnot now tnkc it into Considerat ion," but upon
refk-rt ion the y receded from that statement and referred the matt er
to the ,' ession ..... hich was to be held the IH'XI week.'

Even in the lowe r house there had not been unani mity on the is"ue
of ra i ~ i n g the eighteen tho usand men. The representatives from
Xc w port declared their a llegiance to the King: and disscutcd from
the act. T hey were espec ially concerned that such lcg jslation wou ld
result ill "Dangerous Consequences" for the colony as a whole and
Xrwport in particular." T wo of these - men, Thomas Cramton ami
J oh n Hours. were so upset wit h the n lUrS(' nf action hl-, ill~ pursued
that they Id t the Assemblv and returned home." Co n,id('fing: that
British wilr"hips un der Captain J anl!''' Wallace wert- pat rolling the
waters of ;'\arra,t:'ansetl Bay. on e can sympathi/.t· with the !\('wp0r!('fS'
anxit'ly .

T he issue of rai"ing: all a rmed force did nut wait until the ne-xt wrt-k
ax the a"sistants had n-q ucst r-d ; in fac-t, it was der-ided the day after
t he referral. On April 25. 177~J, the deputies agreed unanimuuclv to

fa i"t·and equ ip "an army of ohsef\'atirlll " (on,i,t illg: of fifteen hlllldlTl1
1111'n whifh wou ld " repel any in"ult or \'iolence that may h/i.lllTrret!

:IJohn R\J,, ~l1 B",t1"'lI, pd., HU M d., of Ih£ C" /" Il)' "f Uh"d£ 1->1,,,,,1 ,,, ,,1 Pro,,;,
iI 'tl" 1'1"" I"l i"tI , ill N , lI' f:tl d"tld . VI I. I' ro" ilkno ' , ,\ . Crawford (;,......0". Iflh~ ,

PI' , 107-1 12, h"rpaft"r "i l"d a, B,mklt,
'Achand Rc,,,h" " of lh ,' Rhod,. hland (;cu .., ,,1 ,\ ' '''lllhh 1M,), XII , ( ; ~ . Ie I.

A" 'hin ' , hnl'"ft<'f ,~ i t" d a. Art , 'JllU R"_'olvn 1M,).
:;fb id., p. 75.
"Slil..... DiM)', I, p , S:I~ I.

tll thr- inhabitant"." .-\1",. if it 1,...("allll' 11l' l"l's-sar y to prl's('f\"(' t he 'itft·t y
of all ~ uf lhe otlu-r ("( ,Ionil·s. thi-, fonT could 1)(' dcploved ou tside
the colonv,"

T he upper !lllll'«' conc urred the same da~ hut i t~ act ion was h y no
means unatutuous. GO\Trnur j o-cph \\' an ton. Deput y Governor
Dar ius S('"iulls and two assi"t;llIts. Thomas \ \' i('kes and \\'illiam
Potte-r, enu-red their protest to tlu- rcvtlvc. They profes-cd their
allq!;i<ll1("1' 10 till: King and ma intained that SIKh an an would "Ix
attended wit h the most fat al const·(ju enn .... to our cha rter pri\'ikg;es;
inn,h'( ' th e rountrv in all the horrors of a civil war": and would lx- in
vinl.uion of their oath" co l office." O nce again the lear of losing: till'
colon ~ '" charter pri\'ile.c;t's \\a" asserted hut this timr from the point of
view of remain ing amenable to British ar-tivitv - a most unlikely role
for R hode Islanders to pUNl1t".

Before long it was apparent that even the dissenters were not united .
\, 'illiam Poti er presen ted a memorial to the JUIlt" Ao emblv in which
11(" made a var jr-tv of rXClN'S for signing the protest among which
wr n- hi" fea rs for the town of l'\("wport and the con"t'q ut"llct"s suc h ,11\

an would haw Oil it. Finally. Ill' declared his in tention to work for
lilxrtv until the cau-« was won . \\'ith these remarks \" illiam Pott er
wac restored to the As-cmblv's favor ." A [r-w mont hs later. t he fonne r
Deputy GOHfl10r Duriu-, Sessions also presented a petition lo the
Ao-cm hlv in which he a-ked forgiw nes.... for signing t he Apr il prote"\.
He decla red himself devoted to the libert ies of Ann-rica and that Ill"
was drterm ined to "co-operate wit h his countrymen in defending: all
our invaluable right-, and privilcecs." Sessions \(,0 was welc-orm-d har k
to the Iold.!" hut the rast ' " f Go\,ernor JO';('ph \\ 'anton wa" anot he-r

matter cntin-lv.
j ov-ph \ " alltoll, the Newport merchant. had bo-n go\'('(l1l,r of

Rhode ldand , inc(' 1i(i ~l and during tha t period had suffered liule
«ppo-itio»: but the ek(' tiol1 of I i7~) was to he difft'l"en\. The year
hefon' t Ill' .~U \T nH l r\ son, J o' eph \\' anton , J r.. ha d lost his st'at in till'
A,sl'mhly btT,UI"!' lit" \\a" an'IN'd (If Iwin,!!; a Tory, and it look!'d as
thllu gh the same tark wIJuld he u"ed in j 7 7 ~) to lJIN'at his fat hI"'. Iu

..1:I"'ll.-n, \' II , Pl' . 1 10-:11 1. :\<1. a"d R,·,olv,·s 1.\1, ). XI t, p, 70
' fl." tku, \ '1 I. p _:II I: J o,,' 11 ,,1 of lh, · SelJa\( -, 1771 ·t 777, .\ pril 2:;, 17 75. R_I.

_, r, 'h i\',·s,
" flan k n, \ '11, I'l' - :H 7-:H ' I.
, " /I,i'{ " I' l' :l ll H_: \'l 'l
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early Apr il a n ,.rti l It- in T h,' S'-/f'//{lTf .11ona.\' \\ a rued R tu ,II," I, b nt!
c:rs about \ 'otin t.: fllr th,,'! ' » ith Tllr~ principle.. h,'clI!'!' if th,"\ 1011 

trolled the ~Iln> rnnwll t "t he next mav he· th e la-t fn't' dtT lioll \\1' <hall
ever enjov."! ' ( ;o\ n nor " "a lltn n wa .. !l01 nu-n tioru-d -p-cificallv. hut
the inference wa-, 111ll1li"t ' lka l,k. (>' Ix'cially whr-n a lan-r hmnd ..idl"
m ainta ined t ha t " 01 X uml x-r of !'CN lI1" in X (,II' / lOr l we re \\(' 11 <ari..•
fled t ha i hr- [ llw t.:0\TrnOr1 wn.. a Ton ." l ~ .\ 11 oppo-inon \\ ;"1 " Ionm-d
and W illiam (; rn ' lw , from \fa r\\ id;. hea ded the proxy which had a..
il.. motto "Lilx-rtv. and :-;n T ori,..... · lmc re-ringlv enuuuh t h i.. h.dlol
a lso li..ted l Ia riu.. Sc·..-ion-, for dqmly go\"(·mor.1l p ro ha h" \\ ithout hi-,

permi-,..ion lx-ca u-e St....-ion.. W;I" lht'n " ·a nton '.' deputy go\"(·rnur.
wanton W ;I" q u it k to n-um. He main tained t hat the ~tnrit'~ Ix·inl.:

spread ab out him \\t'n' wit ho ut foundation ami the idea tha t lit" he-ld
.. P rincipl.... unf riendb to uur Ch arter R igh t... are a" Ial-e a- t ht'\ an'
inj urious."! ' Darin- S!:·....inn" al...... "prang to the eovem or '<dcfen-e atu l
..rat ed that tfu- maluiou-, rt'p' ,rl~ whic h were circ ula rinc had no ba"i ..
wha' '<tx·w r. l

:. Tht· pt 'upk decided ami " ';m ton was rc-ek-cted . h UI
ht"cau.....· o f tht , ("Ilur....· o f e\('IlI" "hil'h fo llowed he did not 'o('f\(' h i..
term of n llin'.

Rhnde "'la ml'" rT;ltlil1l1 to Ix xiIlI.,'1o n and (:oll("(lrd a nd IIU' n '
"'POIl'o('" Ilf \'ariou" indi\'id ual.. 10 Ilw rai..ing o f If00p" ha " aln'ad\
Ix'ell not("d . It i.. no l ..ur pri..inc:. Ihnt'fore, to find \'o\'('fIIor-d l'l t
\\'a n loll pk atl ing iUnt·.... a" an t·x,u'o(· 10 .. ta \' awa , ' fro m tht· ~Ia \

Gem'ral .\ ......·Illh ly Whil h wa.. 10 han' S\Hlfll him illio o lTin', H I' W;\·..
no l Ih t' o n" ollt· to rt' ma in a wa y from Ihe mt't't ing. ~I o..t o f t lU'
X e\ \po rt (k it-galion ..taynl hnnw a" d id t he r('p rt'st" lIta tin'" fro m
~l iddktown alld Ja n1t'''tO\n l. E/ ra Stik" wa" undouhtedl \' lorrell
whe ll Ill" rq)( frlnl ;ha t the kar o f ( :apta in \ \'al b ct' a nd h i" 'IlW Il wa"
the ma in r;lll..t· fo r th i" bd. of alt(' [J{lanH,.H:

I I Th ~ .\"~",pU1 I .\fn( u 'r. ,\ p , il :1. 177') .1'. 2,

1~ \\"il1i"m Elk , \,. " 'I'" tI... F...·,·" ..." of rI". Col" n' · "f R lo od,·-T' l:llld ." I'n>\·i,k nr ".
.\ pd l 17, 177.) , IIl, ,,,d . ;,],- Fik . -1'10" Rhud,· I, b ",l lliQor;"" l So,·i,'h .

I~Joh" Eli"t\llk " , "11.. /(11",/" " /",,,/I IIl !n in/<. 17;>7· ]8{){), :-;, 'w \",, '~ , K, K
lI()w ~ ...r COlllp",,}. 1'i 'I'1, :-';0 , fiH .

I IJ. W" " lO n. " 'I'" tI,.. F H " 'l1 ... " ,,{ tI... Colom "f Rhod,·_lsbnd .'· :'\ ""1'''11 .. \ pr il
12. I 77_'). lho" d,i .r,· Fif<- . -I h, l(h u,l .. [, b IL d lI i, tori,·,,1 Sn,·i,.!>.

1·-·D .lriU\ S,·"i"",. " T .. tl... Fj<",·" "·,, " f tl,.. Colo,, )' of Kh" ,I,·.J, I." " I ." I' ...d
dn".... '\ I' ril 1". 177,',. Hid,

"' Ih, Ikll . \ '11. PI' :1 1:1_ :1 1I ; Stil,·,. /) j" , \' . r. lJ, H I

.\ 1 t he Ilw('l ing it..df rln- dt'llt'd rand idau-, Dariu.. St',..ions.
dcclim-d 10 ....-rvr- a .. d"' >ll l~ gn\ n llo r. and .\' irhola~ Cooke. fro m
Providen ce. wa" th' N' 1l ill h i....lead ..\1'11. fo ur ;.....i..I;IIII.. refused their
o llin'" and wert- n-plaod ;... wa" om- \\ho ha d died. The com plexion
o f th e UpptT hOlN' wa-, quite d itlen-m fro m t he vr-ar bc forc : o n" 1\\ 11

o f t he len a....i..ra nt- rem ainr-dandt hcr rw a..a lle~. dqnlt ~ go.er;lI .r. .~
\\"ar W.1" certain" (-;IlI~ing -onu- a hera lio ll".

T he r-a..... o f Ihe t:'o\l·rnlJr'.. noua ucndance, hO\\I ' \(' r, proved t il 1)('
the grcatc..t prob lem Lu-ing the ]t,t:'i..lau.r-. Ev en rhuuuh the t.::lI\T fIIO r
had no veto pO\\('r, bv rnn a in in~ a wa \ from the .-\.......-mblv he could
dT e{tinly hlock the rni-inc of the " ;m l;y of ob-ervatjon " h~ not -icn
int:' the offirr-r-,' rnm mi-,..ion". \ \"a n to ll w mtr- In t he leg i..la turc and
..ai d th at h i.. illnr -,.. kept h im from atn-ndiuc a nd that he hoped the
di lliculti{'<; with England cuuld be n-solvcd . Fu rthermore he prole ..ted
tha t the rai ..int::01 the fif teen-hundred-man a rm v wo uld 1.11.' certain to

bankru pt the t'olon~ and warned the ('Iliom not ~o dn am t hing wh ich
would r-au-e it -, c ha rter pri\ilt-~t,,, to be forfeited . ' Fin;~lh' . he
a nnou nced h i~ illlt' ntinn (,f j" in i l1 ~ with th e .\ ......·m h ly in it~ pf(~"t"ed
in t::" pm \'ided t hey \ \I' f(' nJII.. i..h "nt " ith h i.. duti('" a nd o h lit::a tinn ..
" to the K int::' and Ihe Rril i..h t"lI n ..t it ut io ll," I"

In a "('rie.. (If k it e r" \\ h il'h ffJllo\\t 'd , Ih,' Sp('ak n IIf Iht' low n hntN·.
~I e l cal f Bt)\\ ler, a" ked \, 'a ntll/l \\ h.. lhn "r ntll hi' wo u ld .1ccep l Ihl'
po ..t o f ,1.:"0 \l·f l1t ,r a nd if tit' wo uJd ..igllt h(' nlOlIn i,,~i lln" for t he o llin'",
ill t hl' "a ml~ of nIN· f\ ·a tinn." \\ ' ;UII IIII rq>l it'd t hai he co uld 1I0t " i1.: 11

Ih t'Ill, and thlh t he ,\~""' lIl hh \\a" ldl wilh no alternal in' dil'
t:'1'\T TIl llr ha d I" 1)(" h~ - pa ...... ·tl. l·· ·I'Ill' k g i..la t lllT lin -Jared Iha t hIT;II.....·
(Jf " 'a n to n '" anio n.. no Ollt· wa " "In a dl11 ini..le r Ihl' oa th o f u llin'" In
h im un k "" Ix"fo rt· t Ilt' .\N· lll h l ~ an d wi th it" C"I1....'1l1. . \1.... ). a m lh iu t:
\\ h ich he pcrforrlwt! .1(ling a" .t:'m ,·rn o r W ; l ~ 10 II(' " lI u ll and \ '~ I id i;l
i"e1f." Ikput ~ (;m ('fnor Cooh' \\<1 " t·rn l.. ,\\t ·n·d t tl fa ll Ihe Cl"llera l
A".....mhh il1llJ <;(',,, illll a m i t lH' n ,lo ll\\ .... ·tTt·la n '. Il en n " ·ard . wa"
d irected to ..ig-n all rni li t<l r ~ a nd d \'i t" (-lIl11ll1i..~ io ; l "' ~" J o;eph \'-a nt(ll1

I ~ Rhod ... I,1and t :olon v It"'-ord , 1 ~ ' <\. I X, !, p , '17. I' ll . l 'IR. R , I. .\ rd l i \'(·$.
h J m " l' h " a n lO lI I.. th,' ( ;" 11<"1',, 1 ' \ ' '' 'ml,l)', :'\'-"'1"',1 , .\ l.,} ~ , I i 7_1: B" , Iktt , \ '1 1,

1'1" :1:1 2.:1:1:..
I!' For th i, ~xt'ha" w, ' " ... I bid . !,I" :lH_: \:l '"
~"fbi" _ , IJ I-' . -l 24-:12b: TI ....H I [,u ~ ' - " I' ill w II... W"'·'·'''UI [rumt,,~i" !l II ... 0'111 , o[

0 11 ' <:0: p.",,'d " ,,,,,,il,,,,,,,I,· ill II... I,,,, ," 100'''' '. s ",· ,\ ,· t , .,,,d K"'ol , ,·. ( ~"I , X I I .
I' R1.



Ill:! / J" ;'Il'; /O/l and C ot/ f ord : 1l ,1. U r ad .!

OI'E:\' B O C Rs at JOBX' DRO,,"X' HO USE

( :Ios..d 011 Jan . I. h·h. '.!'.!. EastlT Sunda y,

~ Lt ~ ~~o . J u l ~ ,I. ;\ ug". 1.\. La nnI' Day. Ort. 1:1 .

;'\ ( 1\ . II . ·l'ha llk...gi\"ing and Chri"tma"

w.l.~ the eh-r ted ~m t·nlOr. hut until Ill' ,;tW t'~e to eye with thr- C t'Ilt"I'OlI
Assembly he wa" to han' no PO\HT what-o c ver.

.\ t th e first J IIlW Ilweli ng of the legi..la t ure " 'anlon a ppeared 10
lake his oath of o llin' a nd in 'o( ) doin!: defended hi-, ad ioll~ ami hi,
ri!:ht 10 pfIllr ..t rhe rili ~in g: of armed fore('S agai n'l the Kin!:. )1m, ·
ever. the k g: islalor- \'('!'t. con vinced "t hat the ..a id j oe-ph \ \"a lll" n
hath not g: iwlI ' .11i,fattioll 10 thi - .v-emblv" : and the~ voted . wit hout
opposition in th"low,' r hou.....-. to keep him from lak ing the n-quin-d
oalh.::l Through lilt' .....-r-ond Jum' and .\ UI.":U't ......·.... ion- \\"a ntnll wa-,

prevented from lak ing: the oath of Off!(T. z;, Finall y. in :\'o \ rmhn . tlu
glln'rnllr'" po, t wnc derlarcd vacant mainly be t-au ......· jt ....cp h " ',llIton
wa-, "i nimical to the rig hts and libert ies of America . and i-, rhcrebv
rr-ndcn-d t f>t all ~ unfi t til -u-tain the said otfirr."z~ Xi chola.. Cookl' \\ a"
engaged a" the IIt'W .c:m eTllnr wh ile " ·illiam Bradford. Irom Bri"t,,1.
became th,' d r-putv gmeTlwr.:'· The colony now had its full romplc
rnent of official.. .md cnuld now dfcI·tiH' ly continue with it-, roh- in
th e Revolution .

;:'I R.1Tlku . \ "" . 1-'1-' .1.\h" .·\:17,,: .\(1) an d R(-soh ... ( :\h) . XII . 1'. '1.\

:~ R" r lktl. \ ." .1-'1'. ·155. :n 2: :-': ..i, h..r of Ih..... ' ·01... . h" ..·.., ·... . "'01 . un.,,,i,,,ou'
S,·...\fh a nd R,·...h,,.. \1 <\ . XII . 1'1'. 117. 128.

:'''8 a.. kll . "II , 1'1-' . :\'12·:\'(\ : T hi, '·01.. wa. not un animou . ah hou l(h i\ WdO
pa, ,, ·d ,·;"i l\ S,.....\<-I> and Rrso l\·... ( :\I.} . XII . p . 138.

~ l tI,, " l" lI. "11 . 1'. ~n4: For a n ;ntnnl inlt , id..I;lth l inlo Cool,·', rdunan ....• 10

an q >t th,. 1'''' ' hna.. ... of hi. ad \'an.....d a ltT ... .. E.d..";n :'\1. S to ru··, "l'h .. 1.,(.. ""d
/lu ollu l;" " . 0/ Joh n lI o",r,,,, d Pro\'id , nt·.·.c:.-org.. lI . Wh; \t". ~ . 18'17. 1,· 1 1.

'rlll'ldil y I h IlJII ".~ h Friduy I I a. lll. 10 .1 p.m.
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" T HE I' lJI-JI.ICK lJ i'\ I\ 'ERS,\L FR IE:\'n"

I" 1- Hltl..: , W n , n

I :o ll,,,,,,ni,·,, li,,no s po·I';;lli'l , 1.'·'·... 11" C" rpor"lion

) 11(1....1; Til E EIl; lI n ,E ....T II r : rx- nxv ••\ nwril 'l n:,pl,'rit'!u('li all r-ra

of Reformation . Xumerou-, 111·\\ .....·1 " 1·IIl,·r e;nl. vach pr(J1t,..tin~ Ihl'
dOl tr hu-.. of t he r-hurc h from which it 1·\0h-1"{1. Souu- of the-e uew
onkrs held te-ne-t- w hich varied lit tk - from thiN' of ot her Chri-tiau
Faith-. w hile olh" r- held nb-urd Luu i,·... TIlt" latte r ~r(llip 1101 only
ho n' te..timunv ae;;lin,t r-..tabl i..tlt'd ,hurth,'" hUI a~<l in't thc m-elvc...

Reli~ioll pl.o ed ;\ H'T\ importunt ro ll.' in ti lt' life of the Amr-riran
culoni ..t". Some of thl,.....· pt'upll' \\1'1'" no t t<KI \\(,11 educawd and wert
ea...i1 y "wa\ I'd b-, Ihe cm hu-ia ...t w hn otIl'n·d Ih,' I·a,il....t \, a~ to H ea ven.
SOlile of the n-liciou.. lcader-, acquired brgl' foll()win~, bv Ir itrhteninu
th e cred ulou-, villager-, and roumrv folk int o alTcptin~ the ir idea
which U II t he \\holt" wen' ridiculou-. O n!" enth u-ia-t preached that
no man -huuld either b uy or ......\1 ~(ln(k for 11\1' u.....· of mon rv, he
claimed . was <arrill'.l~ itlu" . .Another dlTlarl·d tha i I'\T~'(lne -hould
re-vert 10 farm inc : hu t the II"!' of rnanun.... for [e-rtiliznt jon wa" forb id
den . for the-e polluted tilt' food . Sod ,·til·" Wl'n' even Iomu-d for t ilt'

protection of zrou ndworm- and mo-quitoc- , but. a , Iooli- h a" ma ny
uf the......' movement- wvrr- , m.mv wul1h·whill.' in"l ilut ion .. rt''' ultrd from
Ihem ..\ ..Iroll g fed inl.": of illll i\'idu a li'llI \\ a" rr"a ll'd . Th i.. k ding i..
p,-'rfedly eX{'m plifinl b~ tht' hold cili,,'n \\ ho !I'aTlwd Ihal he wa"
ahou l ICI oc exCtllllm unicaled from h i" fhunh , Ikfol'(' an y anion
could ht' takl' n aga in"l him . Ihl' m ;lIl upl.'n ly am! quilt' formalh
l'xcommunil·at ed hi" I hu ff h. Then' al'o,() " n N ' wilh in Ihe colonie" t ill"
feeling of lIa lUra l Ia\\ "hii'll ht·(·;lIlH' ..w h an infltll 'nn' upon th e
cl! al~,t" of 11ll' Rn ollHion , ~t' l pl'l hap" IIII' lUo..t import ant H '''UIt of
the"l:' relie;iou " IllII\nlll'nt.. \\a" Ihe exp loration and ""ltknH'nl of tlH'
\q·..tf'l'll frontier I·Ol llllry.

:\IlHJIlg the JIIultitmlt' of "ll-I; t!ln ! ....piriluali..I'·· and " prophet ' "
who preadll'd . prClphe..it'l! .lIld hunl r it i..Tl h t' l \'ariou .. ..nrit"lit·... wa..
a pro\ ·()( 'al in' hut Illll'" lT11l a rkahk Wlltlian \, ho'o,(· bnll' gre-w \I,

k gl'ndary pn '!ll'rlillllS. Wh'N ' liaBle- \\a.. ka UJ\' ll fnl/II Ihe ('IM..lal
colonies to lbe Uppl"T rq,~ill l l ,,"f An\' York Slall·. ilnd w ho"{' inllul' lHT
rrarlwd nol {l n l~ Ihe g rr llihk and pllllr hut tl](' prani ral mindt 'd a nd
\\(' alth ~ a" well. SIll' \\a" J t'lll ima \ ' ·ilkill..o tt. tht" brm girl \\'ho

Il l'!
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hl'f;lIllt" th. , " Public l ' ni\ I'r' ;tl Friend" and founder ., f t lw L'niu-d
Fricnd-.

j cmima \\ a, born un thc' :! ~ l l h (If :\o\'t"mher. 17;}::? t he ei£:hth r-hild
lIf ,\ 111\ and j cr imiah W ilkilN otI . in Cumberland. Rho de- l -Iand.
Jt' rimi ah \\a" a 'unt·....Iul Iarnwr and a member ..f the C"I"II\ ·"
COIIIHil. Amv \\"ilkin"' lI1 d a-d in 1764. and the r("'J>l IIl "ihil it ~ of
p"rform illg hou-ehold ( hon" fdl up" " the children ...\nllrd i ll~ In a
hiograph\ 1)\ David Hud-on . h-mima a lwavs found a menus In -hirk
her' dll t il '~ a l~dlo pa," tln-m 0';tn lu-r "i"ll·"". Jem ima \ \<1" a wom an of
gn'at nhv-icnl -ta ture "lIgt:t" li llg- drve-lopmeut during her th ildh(H,d
H'a r, 11\ \\"ork in t: around thl' hOll,!' and 011 th e farm , ;\" a pionee-r in
upper Xl'\\" York Stan- later ill lu-r life, xhr- dcmnnstruted her farJ11in ~
t'Xlwl"i l'lHT hy helpi ng 10 r ut fin·wood . IHII' and wet-d her gan k n, and
pull ,I.: ra .... for basket \\ ea\'ill g. I of her phv-iru l appt."ara nIT. Olll ' who
knl'w her crid that J emima wa" h!c-"" 'd with virtue- and that her [im

figlln' wa" arr-r-n tuated by " a fa ir complex ion, wit h florid rlu-rks. .:I1ll1
dark . hilt vr-rv brillianI n e....·~

Ar ound 17/ 0. Jemi m; at trmicd a ...-rmon delivered h~ t llC' rvau
,L:t·li, t . \'l"or.t:1" W hitefield . and it -er-m-, that after th iv lecture her life
1II'L:;m 10 (ha llge. She .1 l1elltlnl ","\"I'r,,1 olher rcligiou' m.·I'lint,"'.
' ·'III't"i a ll~ IhoS(' of the nn,l ~ org;miled " :'\.·w I.i~h t Ib pl i,I ....· or
··S... parall...: · a" t ht·~ W IT, " nlllllU"nly ca lkd.

Ih 1714 . J t"mima IlI'can w 1"1l.£:n ........·d in rd igion , Sh t' I'njo~ t'd litn a·
tun"" and ;I\id l~ ,tudied Q uak" r tl \C" ll log~ . thl" work" of ( " 'orgl' Fox.
\ , 'illi;1I1l 1'.'n lT. and Rolx·rt Ib n b~', . l plJlo~.r. Her knm\kd t:t' cof Ihl'
Bihk Ix·.-anlt' "urh that ~ Ilt' W,I" ;11>lt, to q uoit" II' n h'1h ~ ph ra...·'. a nd
Ih/,...t· '1riplu r;iI phr;\""..... h. 'ea llw part of h.'r (ol1\ el"';l t ion.~

In Sc.. pt,·mlla 1/7Ii. th .. man .. ,f-wa r Colum ln/ r. , kipJl(' rnl hy t lu
w, ted pri\'a'nT. Captain .\ hraham Wh ippft' . arri \'ed ill I'r o\ ,idl'Iln '
lI arlM,r after a I"ng \,,\ agl' from thl' \\"I',t Ind ies. Sh"rt l~ aher till"
hr ig h;ld tf"rknl. typhll~ apP,·;u·.·d ;1I11'lllg 'I ,nil" of Ih.· r n' w nwmhc:I"".
Tlrl ' f", ,'r W ;I" dl"!t'r!ed 100 lall'. and C"!li,kmi r "prl'ad q ll ifkl ~1h1'Ol1l t: h

thl' f it\. lC';l\ 'ing ma ll\ d('ad in ii, wakt" On till' .Jlh "r (kl"lw1",
"T hi, ;I\, rlll, al~d alla':l1ling di,,·a,, · , , , reached the hOll'" (,f J.. rnn i

\\·ilki\ u ll. tell mile, Irom Provide nce." \\" hn l the do-ad illnc-,...
known to all at till" rime a, the "Co/llmh'H Fever ." hell'll Jemima.
{-ycning \\<ll<hf''' werr- nccc--arv . In her delirium jrmima pointed out
t il hcrnurv.... 'trail !!:" rr-le..tial ' hc:ing" "natin.s:: h~ hr-r hc-d"ide. \, 'il h
Ianancal rhou zht- "r rdiginn irnprr-c-ed in hIT mind . it j ... no wonder
j cmima imagine'll '11' h ilh"illlh.

a ll O d olX'f l ~ l th .l hl· In n hr nke and. whr-n Jt·mim., ;l\q,h' from
her coma-like ... tate. ... lu- rlaimcd tha t ...he h;1(1 rj-cn from the dead.
.\ ( :I,I(IJl( ,1 J ohn .... ,II. \\ Ill' vi-in-d J em ima ill her lau-r ~ care, wrote th at
-Iu- had lx-cn in [evr-r for thirtv-,ix ho ur". afu-r whic-h lime she wa,
pronounced dead. Co lollel J OIIJ1 .... 111 a l.... , rclau-d tha t a, J em ima wav
Iwilll-: ca r riedtot lu- churchvard. "he pu- hr-d till" lid off hIT ('olnn and
proclaimed her resur rect i(111 , ~' This epi,( uk IIIay 1)1' rega rded a, legend .
f, .r j cm ima's ph y,if ian . l rr. \ Ia n. dell icd r-ver }ll'Ollfllmring hIT dead .
But de,pill' Il r. \Lln '" denial, thai "Ill' died . J I'lll illla lit-dared that
"Ill' had r-nrumunirau-d with an geJ.; who told hIT that the "Spiri t of
I.ifl· from Cod had dl"'cTJl(lnl to the eart h to warn a lo,t an d gu ilty.
go,,,iping. d~ ing world to flee from the wrath whirh i-, to ro me; 10
t,:in' an invit at ion 10 t ilt" In,t -bccp of the HOIl'(' of l-rael to rome
hO lll!' ; and \\ a, awaili nl.": to ac-umc the Hild y \\ hich \,od had pre
pared"·'; In a la t,'r nWllIorandum. JI'mim;1 ,I,lInllhal ,he -';1\\ "two
. \ rf h am~d, d'·...'eluling fn,m the ea'l. wit h ,golden ( :n,\\ n, upon Iheir
hl·ad,. dntht'd in long \\ hitt" robe,. dO\\ n 10 the kel , , . pUlling" Iheir
IruTllpt"t, 10 Ilwir Ill' 1111 h. prod<linwd 'l~ in~. RII. ,m. RIMllll. R/X,m . in
1111' many \ Ltn, io l1" I,f .'tl·mal ( :Iory for thcT" ' ; J.'mima 1~:1iITed Ihat
,he had died. and th;1I th.· 11I'N 'n of hn fomwr I~.d~ had " tTIi
rt"plan'd h~ ;\ " frinuf" fr" m C od : thu'.l lw l' llh1ir Ln iHT, ;11 Friend
\\a, hrought lUeart h.

T he Fr iend madl' Iwr fiN app.:ara nfe Iht· fnllll\\ ing Sabhalh. Sht·
pr.-.adH'd Olil,ide th.· {Juakn m.'t·lingholl....· in CUlllhc:rland 10 a ,mall
" " Ilwr ing flf f urinu, nnlooKc· I'. Her fip.t "'TlllOlb W('rt' ,i mple and
" ,
n m"i"II'd (If a few quotation' from the Bihle and the commOil Illoral

'~ I r' , W..l1... .I_][,'n, kk< ;,,,d ,\rnold 1, 1'011 1'<, " Th,' L·lIi,·,·, ,, ,] F, i<- "d : j ,'n ,ino;l
Wi[ki",on ,' · P.o (adi" ~ j "f tI.~ ,\" ~ ".. };" A Sllll~ H i.< lnrin d ,1 ,wri"I;"", X I, ( [ 'J.l1 I.
1" [5(1.

:'john Quinn ..\.1;"",. [ 1.D ., " l ,·",i,,,,, W ilki,,_o ll, T l... I ' " i...."al Fri,'",l ,'·
j"u'",,{ u f . 1 1ll ~ I ;nl " fI; " ,,, ,1'. [X I \IHi] · M,l\-ju,,.., 1"I.~ I .I'I' 2 1" ·2 ',0,

" Rohpri P Sl john , ·· j "",i " ,a Wilki",un ." rh,· (lu,u/,,' ,\' j .>u"", 1 o f Ih,' ,\",.;•.
r",~· S l ll l~ /I " t ,,, iu ,I ,1,, ,,, ;,,t i ,,,,. X I "\ I" i1. l 'n OI . •" It~l ,

' !I,·mi..k, ;llld r Oll ,." " I' 01,. 1', I.'l"

[O d uhnJO.j
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ohli.l:"alio ll" "f till' p -opk- hUI. with her charming a lmt ... t h' pn", i,'
manner and pt"'r<lla"in' "p,·ec h. J r-mima .... )011 hc~an 10 auract a follow
ing. \ ,"nrd of the L'ni"er<al Friend <prr-ad rhrouuhout an estell"i\'('
a rea in :'\ew En gla nd . J em ima he-ld mectinc-, in her horne and wa"
visited h, ma uv whl l wi"hnllo rrm fer with he r on matters of reli~i lll1 .

Int'\ 'ila h'!y. th~ Frequent meetiru..... n-suhcd in t he formation of a
new reli~ioll~ moveme nt whic h Jem ima ca lled Ihe United Friend".

T he harsh wo rd" of Edgar ~Ia,'hew " a w n tcll u« t hat rhc Fra-nds
follnw i !1 ~ had ber-n Hlmpu"C'l.1 of a "few devoted dupe--. p-opb- 1101

m ad e nough to Iw confined to lunacy. nor <ane cnouuh to form ju-t
opi nion....·~ Durin,1.!: their fir- I vearv. fhe United Friend- were .... lm('\\ hat
"<en...ational" and odd in their actions. Sara h R icha rd". who Iwcal11t'
;1Il ardent apt ....tle of the Friend . and \\ ho may he ~i,'en a zrr-at deal (If
credit in the St"iety '" Iormarion. profe-,....d to have prophetic PO\\l'r
and adopted the name "Prophet Da n iel." H er ritual comnu-nrcd with
a mvsn-rio u- , trance and r-ndcd with \'i~oruu, twitching and ,1lOlkin g.
\\" h~n the "Prophet " n'~aillt'd he r -en-e-c. "he related her ....»ca lh-d
"views." Squire j ame-, Pa rker a l...... claimed 10 pt"'-'C'S" <urh poWt·", <I'

Sara h and regarded him-elf "" the " Prophet Elija h: ' By ht·de( killg
him-e lf in an a l.....ur d n"tunw whir h he believed re-emhk-d Ih(' dn-c
of the an cit' 1I1 proph'·I". Squire I\ u ker'" only m a jo r a(Tt lmpli'hnwnt
wa" to make a foo l of him-.elf hut, a' ('(Tt'ntric <I' t he IW O afornl1l'n
t iOlwd m a y a ppt'ar to 1M\(" hlT n. ] elllinu '", fonow in~ llla y ha rd ly hi'
la hd ed "dul.·"." T he h ulk llf ] em im a ', '«1I'iety wa", at fi",t. fOIll()lN'd
of QU<lkel'. "ho wn e t'a"ily "\\<lye<l hy j em im a' " Illa mwr-. TIll''' '
pt'opk wt' re no l inll urnn'd \Try much hy } ' mim a ', dOll rine' . {"r
tho't' di ffnl'd littk frtllll t he !t·;lfhi lll...... of t ht' SociclY of Frit-lilk T hl'
l."nin' ",a l Frit'nd i" n 'plllt'd w ilh pro\' id in~ a home for orph,IIl" a nd
hdrif'llIlin ,L:' and a iding t he po"r. t

' Although ma ny of th e la tin m ay
ha n ' h('"t' ll illilnille. it i" do uht ful that t hey were nn Ihe \'(' r.I:"(· of
luna n '.

T o '''llppo rt Iwr .....1\ fi n a ll ci all ~ . th e Frit'nd attl'rnptcd to inll l1 l' IH T
1he nUln ' pnll ll ilwnt ("i ti/ ('!!" t ,f Rhllde 1,,1;1 nd a nd wa" ql lite "' lfl T", fI l l .

( ;m Tflu lr St('phell I II 'pkin" was attract l'd to 1ht' Fr ien d a lld limi tIIIhl 
{'(Ih- ("olltr ilm tnl to Ihl' suppo rt flf thf' SI·d . Anolher wh o n l\1 l rihu tl'd
to t in' wTHa n ' of j em ima amI hn friend" \\a" j o"hua Ba hn Kk. ( hid

"Ed~,.. '-L,d U' w 11." '0 11. X"'''' J:""UI/ /l' n (i'"", Yor k, (; . r. !' " w a nl's Sur " .
1'l(}.4 1.1'. :1:1'1.

:'. \ <l a ,,,, , " p. (il"p, 2')h.

jll'-lil( ' of t ill' Khollt' [..la nd :-iIlPU'I1W COllrt ..\ h hou~ h then- IS 110

<' , idn ue of J ud !!;(' B,ll)( (KK1'\n Ionna llv joining t ht' S<: l("it· ty. hi" horne
at \\·(·' tn h wa s alwav-, open to t hr- Urun-d Fr ien ds. I n th e plea -a n t

\ 'i lla ~t' of Little Rf"'1 ( K in t::"ton l . tilt' Friend found a "devoted"
apo,,11- in Iht' per-on of .llIdg.· Willia m Pom-r. O nr wardlv ]IIJg("
)'"III' r appenn-d to I.. lo\al to ] n ll im a hilt . unfortunately. hi" inne r
fl'elim..... we-n- dif len-nr . a' w ill lx- ,hO\\1\ ill jt'mima'" la ter life.

j udze- Pot te r had arou-e-d f('t'lin~ of resentment toward him-elf
in 177S. when he -upporn-d Gmnllor \\",lIl ton in a measure azain«
tilt" Iormauou of an Armv of ()IN·f\OIlioll . H e Wil" a -cnator in t he
(:( ,1011\ Levi-latrm- at thetime ;I1UI. during the- j une 177'j meeting of
the G~ner;lI Ac-em bl v. 11(" delivered a memorial which onf"e again
rc-to rcd hi" ,good name. II i" vpeer-h wa" co nvincing enough, for a t the
<anu- -cs-ion . the ,-\ ,,'t' lllhh ell'elnl him , hid ju-tio- of the Court of
Common Plea" of K ing< Counly vhurtlv afterward chanced 10

washington CountvL'"
j udcc Pott er persuaded the Friend In make her headq ua rt er- at

Link- R(...I and he built a large addition tn hi" man-jon, " O ld Abbcv."
for her accommodation. H ere t ill' Friend r--tablished lu-r headqua r
ter-, and remained for nearlv ,i, ,,·ar-.

During her 'tay at I.ittk Rt'"t. ·J (·m im a prc';H hrd in ",,"wral of the
Il("i!.!:hhnrin~town". For ha vi_it_ tf) I-:;I,t (; ree nw ich. G eorgt' Spt'ncer
pro,'idnl t il(' .....'1'1 wit h iI ntt"l"l inghou'l.' \\hi,h hi' hui lt nn Ihl' So ulh
( :011111 \ ' T ra il. and Holdl'll Fa rm \ \;1' kit a l her d i"ptl'<al.

j em im" ' ,, ('arcTr wou ld 1101 1M\! ' 1)( '( '11 rom plt'lt' wilh out ;u"(' u"a
lion " of mi radl" ma kin g..\ t Hold('11 Fa rm . tlU" Frie nd i" rt'puted to
han' prophe"i "d that c;m' I1H' IIl!"'r o f t ilt' group ,he wa" " ddn'" illg:
wiluld 1U'\Tr .....(. a nllt l1("r daw 11 an ti. by n,illCide nn', a :';("~ro ('mploYIT
a t t ht' fa n n died Ih a t 1'\ ellin .g.' 1 S"llll' hi, to ri<l lls 1}("l i t'\!~ Ih a t Ihis
(l ,ill, idf' lIn' "t refl.gt hC llt'd tlit' fa ith o r J l'rn ima'" f t ,lit,wef'. hut Iht"f(' i"
flO ddinilf' proof th at t h i" (·p i.... ltk tllllk pla(....

~ l ",t of J emi ma \ nti r' lI k- rna ki n~ lirE' wa" ITI'on led hy Dan il'l
H lld '</ ,n. a An\ Ylil k la nd "1"" 'llla lo r, in hi" hiog-raphy of t ht·
LJ n in ' rsa l Fril'ml writt l'n "hllrt ly afle l" hl'l" dl·a lh . The ('m ire work

I"John R" , ,, 'l1 lh nk tt . ...I " /I ..c" , d.' of '1'/" C"/II1'Y ,,{ Hhod.. 1, lan d nnd
/" ol,ido ,a PI,ut l ,l/ i" " , i n X ..It ' f: " ~ I<t,,,I . \" rr I I' rt" ' i,,k,u"' , .\ . C " ....{ord (; r...."'· .
Illti:! ) . 1'1'. :147_:1 4'1

I ll oh n Will ;<IIl l' 11., 1 , · ~ . " '/h~ OM S I",u /I,,,,A" /f j,l et ' } et{ I! h od~ 1 ' / 'I ~ ,1

I I'm,,;d"ruT, 1'"" ,'id" tIIT I",t;, u,;"" lu, S;wi"w ... 1' 1"1" I . PI' . ' ill. '}:!.
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miuht 111'1 a' \11'11 1M' rt'~ankd a '" a k~I' lHl. for it i-, filled II irh "I.ut -,"

Ilhi, h arl'I' Jl all ~ un -upporn-d .uul ha- r hr-apcrn-d thr- lif l' " f " In'IlU Il
I\ho 111011 han' kant'll towa rd Ianatiri-m h u t \dlO r-ould hn rdlv Ill"
labe-le-d a ' a wanton luna t ic. C.,·nnalh-. th e-e miracles had 1111 h" , i,
for rouvictiou . II wa '" prof"'~'d th a t the Friend decla red , hI' wou ld
valk UpOIl wate-r. where thi-, (' 1('111 purportcdlv occurred i, hig-hh
dr-hatabk- ; furt lu-nnore...11 em hu-ia-t-,during jcmima'« t inw r-lainud
t hai th... rould walk up"n WOller. w hen ,grt' a l Ih ron !!" arrived 10

I' itnc« the Ieat, Ihl ' poforrm-r would a-k if till' gal hn ing hf"! i"n'll
t ha t the rnirack- could 1)1' dom-, a nd whe n rhr-v a ll <houn-d "Yea." lilt'
cn th u-ia-t wo uld -implv repl ~ thai vinrr- there wa-, ('lIoug h fait h. 110

mirar le 11:1' lwn" "lry. :\1 on e rime word wa-, -uppo-ed lv -pread that

.k mima 1\ 01' .s::n ing III hrin ,g hack 10 life a e:irl who had reo- m lv died.
The th ron r...... appeared a nd all the -olemn funeral rites »cn- 1)I';ng
car-tied ou t h ut . ju-t when the Fri end W ,I" about to perform. a ...keptic
-oldicr in Ihe crowd r-a nu- forth and wi-hcd to <ati... Iv him-a-ll thai Ih,'
bodv in the H, lIin wa '" rrally dead . H('" pi lln g('d h i, '\~'nrd into Ihc' p ill\"
hll :\. and lilt" l ' n in'T"al Fri('l1(l\ mirad(' wa' pn'maturt"iy a n 'olll
pli..lwd \\ hen t he' , hmudn! g irl ell1e rged fro m Ih(' ("(Illin a nd h", t i"
fl 'mo\ nl h,·r,.d f from tht" Ill(Tl in chou'<. S lu-h \\(' r\" t llC" mall \
"miradc":' o f Ih.. P llh li,' L'niITr'al Fri('nd a' f('Tordt"d 1)\ II ml"" Il.

} 'm illla \'·ilkin.... lJl ha' a k arl(·..... woman a nd ,lOod fa...t ·l n all Iha t
, 111" hdit"\'t'd wa, rich t. _\ 11 annulll \\fiut'n 1)\ Sarah Ril hard, in
li ii dc'pilh 11\1' Frit'IIll"... tour ;U~(' : .

" 'I ll' 1I I hi ~ :\"aliol1 W'l~ all in 'lrlll': and :\Illeri,a had imlnu'tl h" l
ha lLth ill !lUl uan hlond .. . T Ill' Fril"l ld \\ a, no l ' laved h\ c ua nh
nf a rllll'd lI!!"ll. h ilt ' \1'111 tlmlugl. : til " i, il till ' I ~M ,r ~n; 1 1'\111,

(klll'li ll pri'l ull' r' ill tlH ·ir r hai ll': na kt·d ",'ords ~h ' M , k ll\" T 1111 '

Fril' lId \ IW;Ll!. ( tlu-n ') \\' a~ no It'nor IW"au' l" of till' migh ty po" ,' ,
of the I.nld . l ~

\, 'Ill" ll \LT rlill Rel'd. d n k at St. Pa ilI', in :\arragan"t·ll . kamed
tha t J t"l ll irna ,,,.... n '~idi ng in I.itt ll· Rest , it wa' nOI lon g Iwforl' Ill'
;ll l Il'n l her uf hla'plwmy. H " ldi ll ,l{ III her right,. J em im a p fc',n 'l,tktl
to Rl'n l\ 11OllH'. \ \'IWIl th.. ~ md, t hl' uniITr~al F riend lh reatl'lll'd 10
uldea,h all her mi .c;hty Po\\lT'" Oil h im a nd h is fam ill- if IH' d id nOl l
rept"nt ftlr profaning Iwr naillI'. To th i, Reed rl'plied' thal Ill' nlllT
lailll'd 110 ,l{od , tiki' hIT in h i, hou,t'. <Ind thaI if ,he d id 1I0t imnwtl i·
atd~ lall' Il·an·. hl' \I ou ld tum Iwr o u l h inN·lf. TIll' F riend Idt ;llId

':11, "l'k~, ,wd J'"" ,." "I' . ei l . 1' Ihll ,

trnubh-d RITd 110 lll (lr(' . I ~

j u-t before her departure Ir.uu " Old .\ hI M · ~ : ' J t'm im a \\ a' "IP~

fllN'dl y apprehended in a ruther pn', a ru.u-, pos ilion with J udcl'
Pot ter, h~ Penelope, lilt" judce', wik. " 1 a m ,i m ply ll1ini,tcrin~ to
o ne of m~ lamb-," Iht' Friend decla red. The ('n ragni \ 11'. POlin
replied . "V l ini- u-r to vou r laml... all ~"Il want . hUI itt the Iutun- ph-av
11-;1\(' m v old ram alone."!' "lhi-, ma~ Ill' ta ken for w ha t it i-, wo rth.
.\nord int:' tn Spt'n "j 'r Hall . th e Ia' t 'ur\·il inL: follol\('r «f t he
Fnivcr-...a l Friend in RIl(l(k l -Jand . 1'(,l1el" I)(' I'oucr \Ia" a more
devoted follower of J 'm im'l tha n her hu-ha nd. x honb before her
death . ~ I ,.,.. . Polin told Hall , Ill' "nu-ant to lilT and d ie 'a Fri('"n tl ,, ' r:,

In O ctober 17/8. the Friend drridr-d tn jo u rn ey to En g:land . l Iuc
10 «animo co nd it ion'. r-ivilian-, ne'vded permi-e-iun from militarc
a ut hnritie~ to lea ve th e count ry, TIll" F riend a pproached (;('Ill'r~1
Sulliva n 011 Rhodr- l-da nd Aquiduec k. and obtained pc rmi-e.ion for
her-elf and her ,i ..te-r \I arn In go to End and , T he two women wen
reluctant to make Iht" tr -i p without a male r-v-ort : the n-fore. t lln
;l, kcd Sulli\'an to all o\\ \ \"iIlia m ,\ Itl ri. h 10 arrnmpan~ thnn . (;('I)('r a'l
Sull il 'an refu 't."d to l:: iH ,\ Id ric h Ill: n n i.... ion without prior rOI1't'nt
from Ihl"Gennal .h .....·mhl~ . ..\ !)I,til ion \\ a' pn'oO('n ted to tl lf' .\ ..-.emhh.
a nd .\ Id rich \\ 01' gran led p'Tm i" il,t1 tolran ·llo Engla nd . r.; For -:nn;!"
unl..:no\\n rea"'-JIl. Ihl' I'fl\ag(' lI('1 n lTI at,·rial iznl. a nd J('lTI im :l
re ma ined in .\ nll' r iea to ' trl"llL:llwll Iwr ' en hnl".

Jt'mima fal'f 'rnl \ lotlwr .\ n n 1.('(" , Ill ,lic ' ~ o f Idil);ll ~ and
prodail1wd marria gl' to 1M' a ll "a IMlmi u,l t i" l1 10 till: I.o rd : · SIlt'
di ' rn:::ankd famil y ant!nMr iLl! " h lig;ltio n' a mi c'll roura CI'tI Ihe '1" 1'; 1

ra tifJn of Ihll~' <I lr('adl \\1'.1 . F" rt u llilld l fllr t ill" l ' nitt'd Fri end,
J n n im a wa, IWI iI '" fin;) ;n I"u forr in,l{ tlu- 1:1\\ ' of Iwr 'tTt a, \\a, ..\n ~
I."l ', .\ Iarried (,{lIl p ll" hen' a llm\t'd to ITIlMin a nd in 1 7 i~1 Jem ima
allownl hn ... ;... tn \I a rn 10 ma rr\ W illia m ..\Id ri' h .

The L"n;n'l'a l Frit'mj did llj;\n ;~ gl ' to di'rupt ma ny hn lN 'h o ld , a nd
n,... rntnwllt Iwgan to ri, t· aga in't her. T o 111;lkt· Illalln, \\ (lr~ '. '( JI IW
nH'm !J('f'- o f ti l{' sen daimnl that ti ll' Frinld \las ,K lu,dly Chri,t ill

''' Wilkin\ L'l'di~ , ' , Il i' IM I' "/11." 1-:" iu " I", 1 (."1." " '1. i" S""".~"" , " I t. NIl " dr 
/ ,laad {:-:.." York. Omlndouk , IIH 7 1, I' :.?B ',.

11 11erhnl ..\ , \\ ·i<l"" . Jr.. "1'..'1""1 of ;r 1''''l'hd ...-:· .v"", }; , , ~ Hi,I,,,-) .
(lr l"hn 1 ~15 7 .1" :"1'.'.

1·-'\\';, h,', . Pi,,,,u' P" 'I' },d o ' . 1'1" I.',· ,lh ,

l"I\;",k lt, of', ,.;1.. \ '111 , 1'1', ·t loll _'ll," ,
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II i, .....-r nnd n)lll i n~, '1'111' o rt hod ox r1er l.,~ in Xf'\\ En~ la nd r!o<;('d t fu-ir
dou r; tn the Fr iend . a nd finally t he Quake .... turned apa in-t t lu- ......,1.

The Qua ke.... d-elan-d th a t "attr-ndin~ J emim a \rilkin ..... IIl·" mf'C, t i n ~

W.1" a call"C o r ...t ll lTlhli n~ ror wh ith a paper o r contrition had to hI'
prc-c nn-d."! "

In 17R'.! . J lldgf' l'oner re...i_g!lt'd hi" po-ition in R hod e "'la nd and
ano mpan in! t ht, Frien d 10 Pe-nnvvlvan ia . \rhf'11 t ra \·d ing. J ud~t,

Pouer tl'l la lly rodr- I)('... id e j cmima; behind them. t he F r;e l1d \ roll ow 
t·r-, rod t' 1\\11 h y two o n hON:'ha fk. 1- Thus. thf' Friend a nti hr-r
retinue. HIIlI p' I"t' d tlr j udac Pouer. h i, daughter Alice H aza rd a n d
"' lIl B ened ict . Sa rah Bn )\\ n . Thoma' H at ha wa y and W illia m Turpin .
a rrived in Phila del phia ." j emima ' ... first meeti ng wa- held at a private
horne w here her audience regarded her coolly. After ha r;\, , ;n c:
J em im a d llrin ~ her lecture. the cro wd -tonr d her a nd drove her o ut ,
La ter t he Frien d rece ived a n invitation to ... pea k a t St . Gf'ur~(" "

~l t' l hnd i ,t Church w he re ...he drew a la rge .ga lherin g. Evidence indi
ca n.... tha t ...he wa ... warm ly received here . An accou nt o r rhi-, m (,f't in g
was recorded hy Fra nn li". ~ I arq ll l ';; de Ba rbe-Xlarbois. a member o r
t he French WaT commis...ion , whn wa" c u riotl" to <;.f'e Ihe Unh -er;;al
Fri('nd :

T h i, ,nul frnm Il<"a \" n hOi' ,-h"""·n.1 ralh"r lx-auti ful hody fOI
il.;; d "" lIing pttn" a nd llI,llly li\ ing ladi ," "ould nOI ohj ("('1 to
ani nMl<' Ih"",' d" ad r,·mai n,.

.I",ni llia \\·ilkin.... lIl. or ra tlwr till" wflllla n " hom W ( ' "a ll hy Iha l
1\;1111" . i, alll.u l IW"n ly-lwfI ~ " a l' old; ,I". ha' hI'alltiful fea llll '·'.
a fill!' II1nllt h ;lIId illlillla l"d t'~ "' : Ill'f hair i, !'alh·d in III" l1I id(II,·
and fa ll, 1<11. ..." ly fill Iw r , hn uldl' r,. Sht' wa_h l'~ it " \ efY day with
, nld w;tln and u,'\" 'r I"m d,'" it: Ira \"d has browned h'T ;\ lill I,,;
, Ill' ha .;; an a ir o f IM'Il, in' 1I1('la ndlOl y : -Ill' ha ' a('lJuiwd nil Jo: raCl·.
bll t ha ' ..11 1111 ....· \\ h ir h natlln" g-in", . SI1I' corm", f,nward with ";N'
and hl "t'dnll1 ;lnd ;It 11ll' ' ;Wlt' Illlll', wilh all imaginahh· modl· ,l y.
." 111' ha ' a hiJ,:: l.: Ia y (,·It kit " ith Illlf1l'd down brim that sill' W"aI ' ,
;11ld ...1)(' 1'1 01 ("(" ' il (In IllI' d"- k of Iwr pulp il wl1l'l1 ,h(' pll'<Idll" .
SIll' 1\l'a rS ;1 "H t nf fn ' lk of I, hill ' lillf'1l kllo!l .·d lilld n tIll' dlill
lik" ;1 I", ign oir. It fall s tn IlI"r fc,·t wi thou t ma lki ng 111']' wai st: ti l\'
,1.·,' \" '" "Xpo...' on ly th " tip' of 11<'1 hand".

I wa " n ll-;ou, to Ill'a r Iwl". I wt' nl wi th "en'll 01 " ig-Itt Fn' ndl
nlli, "" . a nd a" till" p,·op!. · \\1'1'1' kin d " nnugh to Illak,' '"lM llIl fOI U".

I', \ dam•. 01' . n '" 1'. 2.~1 .

" (; ,, ·" n,·, "1'_r i'- , PI'. l 'l ! ·l :n .
1" Wj,h,'}. "I' . <iI.,Il ' ;8.

w" Iouud " I1I ,, ·ln ·' '11';1 1 t ill" I"dl ';" 1)"'l li, ,' ou r 11111111"·,, and t11O '
IlllW" ' lll" lIt rh.u nll l lilWX I"" n-d ;lr f i\ ',, 11 t-au-a-d III<" ;1""·lIIbh·. , I...
ap peare-d II"t tll p"n"i\ ,' 11' ; , Iw ,·flnti nlU·d to speak. ,.\,', Im\l'f('d ,
wi th much In-ed om and Iacilit v.

T o u-, ln-r di ....-o urv- appean-d III I,,· ' ·01llp'1... -d (If IIII' o rdinarv
thing:_ of ti ll' Bib le a nd IllO' Farhetv : , II(' s-nunviau-d "o ..euo-rrlv.
alt hough withou t dl1::ann·. Ih,iI I t ht>u~ht , h.· wa-, ,,'(-iling: a p n '
pan-d _'· fm UII. and it W;I\ hard fOf 111<' to n llln'in' 1IJ~""" lf tha r .;;he
'pok,- fWIIl iuvpirarion, nf . '" thr- !,lofan,' "'1\-. l"x«'lIIpon· . Havinc
ra.;;1 her ,." ., upon II ' Frr-mh. ,I ... al'l"'an'd to remark uv for Ill<'
fi," tin .... .\ ' _111" W;\' '1M';l kinll: of th.. a u.n-lune-nt nu-n h"n' fi ll
Il l<" thinav of rhi-, »orld. , II<" n lllti llw,d thu- :

"Arnone Ih, "'I' \\ ho an' h",,· l i 'h'n in~ to Ill" , huw f,'w ban' t"'1'n
h-d h,'n' bv IIII' dl,<;in' fnl- th" if ' dl";l ti"n . Cll liu..itv alt radS rln-m:
thev havea mind 10 n-lan- r-xtruordinarv Ih inl:" \\ 111"11 dll' y r..turn
10 their own coururv."

I swea r 10 ~Oll th~t fur thr- mons-n t I beli ..ve-d her eit tu-r tn Ill'
a pn'l-'!wlt''' or 01 f"'IIII1<' u-lh-r. and I e-xpe-ru-d to hea r I...r 'IJI'ak
of mv diurv.

" 00 Ih('~' IIl'1i,,\.... th",, ' fnrt'iglll'f"; ill till" H OIN.' nf till' Lord.
Ihat Ih..ir p' I1Cl· na th'l" IIlf'? I d iMia in tllt ' ir honors. I t!,"ipi.... ·
l!u"a l!1"';;';; and ,,('a lth . S"I'k Illi' 11(1 Illun·. h"a r nit' 110 ilio n'. if \011

a n' not lo ....h,·d h.. gr;I{"(' : "i lhd rd w \-our....ln .... . pm falll' IlII IIIOIt"
th i, t,·m pl.- if \"011 af(' ... till in III<" 'na n ·... "f In fl'm a l '-\ng..l: but if
\011 art" di ' P'"""d 10 "'11'" in tllO' W<l\' of ....Ih' a l ion. if 111\ word<
han' <-oh '-Iwd HHlr IlI'art \. if I 'I,3 \1- h a ,i lLl:'l,· CIllO' o f \'tlll f ro m Ih"
d ang" r thaI h~ run\. I h ;I\"I' 1101 ,·om,· I'''' fa r 10 hrin g Ih" li~ ht.
allli yOIl haH" not tf;l\ ,' Il,·d t<ll' f;n- 10 " "'k it."

J. ·llIill la an,,'p t ' l1\1 thin!o: ill li lt' wa\ (If 1" ·l uni:J.ly a im". SIlO' a nd
Il<'r d i'>(·ip l..... I"'"'''' Ilnlhi nl.: h ut " h ;11 i, '11"" ' ''';l l'y to li\ ',·. ;md
t1wy r..n ·in · gift" tklt till" p id y of Ill<" Liit hf u l Ill-ill.C: ' tlin n. SIll'
li\ ," '1uit'tly : 11" r '-I'ndlll" l ;llld Illl'I';lI, ;1/1' i rn 'l'n'l lI'll,ih l, " ~"

The F rirnd ad d n· ...... ·d till' j.;a t lw r ill,c: rllr a n hour. d urin g \\ hi rh tinH'
" n u l11bl' ''' WI'I",' nJII\·illnl and I" )\\nl d ow II u m k r th.. ,., I\n "r of hIT
rn in i"try a m i "igh... alld h'ar; \\1'\"1' , llt'd ill 'IH h ahu ndillJ( '. man ~

1"I 1Ilfl'".... ing t haI SIKh JlITMh ill.t.: a lil l pra ying Ih"y had IW\',' r hdlll"l'
hr t'n ,K q lla in tt'd wi th , ' - ~ l

JI 'll lima hn aml' arq llai ll tt'd \\ ith ...·w r;tl pl·' .plt" ;n P h ila d t'l p h ia .
inl"1mJin ,!!: Ral"hd a nd ~ 1 ;lr~'l n· t :\Ltlill , tw o 'i'I,' 1'< \\h, ) \\,'1(' Iat n III

~"S \ , J oh n, "p , "il _, 1'1' 11; '1- 1, ,1;
~I JI, irl , p . l h'l
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(olltrihll h' nuuh to Iht' ...·1t , lxuh in finance- and 1";HI"f'o,hip, ,\ <hort
di,I;1I1t I' from Phil.uh-l phin , al \ \' orrt·'hT. Jemima Tlwt It l\ ·id
\\'a~.l:"m1l' r. it prominen t I-ili"'!l \\!lo became a dcvou-d apo-tb- of
ti ll' l ' ni\'l' l"'a l Friend.

O ppo-it ion '-IM ,n a ro"l' ill l'cun-olva nia a" it had in :\l"W England .
The Friend -uo rrdcd in «('pM;ltin g many Iamilic-, and -ti rn-d much
rr-cntnu-nt from Ihe ort hodox d,'n,~. \\ 'hr n ronrlition-, became inrol
r-rabk- for 1111' Fr i"1H1 and her «(' ,I. Ihl'y Oller auain removr-d to
:\""w EIll::lalHl.

Th,' l'niu-d Friend- n-turm-d 10 :\"e-w l .nuland in 17K'). hu t the
lInortho(lo\ 1ll;,lid, of till' .....(1 HlIll inllt'tl to raise oppo-ition. and tl\l'
Friend found it 0111110'1 iIllT)I ",,,ihk 10 ohra in an audience. It mav Ix'
\\( .rthwhill' III note at thi, point rhnt not all the tr-net-, llf the United
Frie-nd-, w,'n' unorthodox . J emima Irequemlv <poke of the Triuitv .
that there an-thn-r- pn"II1" in 0111.'" God, and that the three an-en-mal.
She al ... , pre.u ln-d that God introdur-ed to the body a pu rl' -oul. TI1C'
... ,ul. "h" "aid. would remain pun' until the body reaches the agt'" of
umle-rvtnndin z gOld from 'Til. and when the bodv d ie". the ... ,111
-cparan- Irom it: if 11\1' .... rul know -, nnlv evil. it for ft:it, Heaven ami
e-te-r'na] bappinc--." J l'Ill inM did not believe in ta kinc oat h". and , h,'
rriccn-d all chunh fornl" and orl?;a llil a l ion".

:\e\'''p;qx'''' of the- (1;1\- ,, ·\Tn·1\ malignt'tl l he na me.... of the e-uthu
"ia"t". :lnd jl'mima ha" Il O n.(t'plioll , In Iht' \larch 28, 1787. i"""\ll'
of thl ' Pr I1 I1 IY/; 'f/ I1 ;a ( : Il : (' tI . ,. ;Ill ;u n.ulll i" given (If Ihl' :ltlt"lnpln !
llIunln of S.lrah \\" il... ,n. \, 'hi k "Ill' "a" a gUl',t at Ihe \ \' a t:: l..:0 lln
h"IIII' in \ \' nrn " \t'r, S~ If~l h, Ltimed thaI ,hI' awokl' mw ('ven ing 10 lIml
.\ higail n ,l\ ton I I' ~ inc: III ,t r;\IIg1l- Iwr hIT:lIN' of a ft-w \\ ord" '1:lI,kt'u
;l!.;ain"l th.. Frit'nd . 1: \ ide' JIt,· iud i\ ~1t('( 1 tha t Sa ra h \, 'il"'lI1 h;ld slllTtTl't1
fro lll a nig htman'. hilt t lH' ( ; I1 :d l /' puhlished letta", urging authoriti!""
to IJriu l.(" t ilt" !"ril'lId' s follow('r" ttl rtlurt 10 an"WIT to Iht' I"Ilar,t::I" iliad ,'
;u';;lin"t tIL"l1 1. n il\ id \" aggorll'r wa-; inter roga ted a" 10 the t!oci rilll'"
of jl'rn ima \ ' ·ilkinsoll. l it- dl'1 lil'l1 thaI then' \\ a" an y "uI'h \\ lJ.Il lall a,
J"lll irna \, 'ilkin,oll , hilt 1\1' l't'pl it'd WhCll qrwstilllH'd furlhn . " If a
m ;1I1 lin's ill;1!loll' I'. a lld ~ lIlo l l lt' r PIT'Stlll 1"1'1110\ '1', into it, it i" not tlwn
propn I" 1;,11 tIlt' hOll ' " h ~ it« fir' t rr alll t' . hut h~ th ;tl of till' ]>1'1""n
\\ h" n'lw ,n', illt" il," ~:1

I" 1''' lI lI' \ e " ' S' .1M 1'" n
1I' "II"n " "·,,, .. t Ilj' lut, .l ·nl\TI, il) "f Ib , ,,, ,,

I'.\ RTY C II .\ OS !-:\I BR()ILS RIH>1lE ISL.-\;x.- n

.\ _\1 0 -':1. TlH. :\"~'W E -':(;( . A -': ll s r .... n . s . Rhode l eland was t he- least
' par iou" in an-a and comaim-d tlu - Il'asl number of inhabiram-.
.\ h hough <u rmunded h\ l ilt' l)lll>lI l"u, ami tlouri-hinz -tate-, lOf
\ b "..arhu-cn-, and Connl'f1iult , Rh ode' "I.;md -cemed not 10 Ix'
affected at all hy Ihl' polilica l rurn-n t-, driftin l:: from her 1\\ 0 neiuhbor-,
and indeed wa-,a o- uter of more Irvqucnt and more turbulent parti....m
warfare. \\" ilhin the h\l l and onr-ha ll-vcar pnind h... twe-en January
IRH and .-\lIgll't IRG , the pl'O[>1I- of Rhod (" I..land witne-ed Iwo
hillerly fought (·1II1 U-' (... for -a-at- in the United State-, Senate, three
cxcccdinulv do",' g-1I1)('matllriall'!c-nion" and -cveral rriticall~ impor
rant «rueale-, for ("(mlm l " f the 'tall' Iq,~i,l<llllrc.' .

From the ratifi cation of the COIl,tillll ioll to the termination of the
\,'a r of IRI:.? Rhode " land had nlwa v- 1)('1'11 Fr-dcrali-t in her «vm

pathit.....Afterwardc, J .11111'" \l on n ll" had ca rried thr- state twice a~ a
:'\;lIional Republica n . In JR2..J j;uk", 'n has not on the ballot in
R ho de l-land . and J ohn QuiJH'y ,\ d;lIlb overwhelmed W illiam
C raw ford 2. H ;I In 200 in the prt ',idt'n tial cUIlII"t " f Ih,,1 yl'ar. 1 Four
~ t'ars Ta ler Adam-, re-peated hi" \ 'idory in Rhllt,k I-land by the reduced.
yt't -u b-ta ntial. maruin of 2,7:1-1- 10 8:.! 1 . ~ ln 18:!:! J af h on Ir ipled hi"
lotal \ tilt' in Rh, It,le (,LUld _althnllg-h lo"ing- to Ht'Tlr Y CTay :!.BIO ttl
:.! , I :!I, in an deft ion \\ hidl fOllnd tIll' ,\ ntiIlM"" llic rand ida h', W illiam
W i11. 1:lI .llinc: lHI \tI!t·".3 T hu". hy W:I:! Rhtlll,' I, t md \\ a" a Whit!:
' Iah' wilh a rapidly ~rll\,i n ,1:: J ~ lt k""n ian rniT1ori l~ ,

:\"ext 10 \ "I'rlllnnt . Rhod,' hbud \, ,,,, t ill' r"n' III(,,1 ('iLHld "f .-\nli
lIla ... ,nr~ in ;Xl''' EIl.l:bml. .\ llholll,: h III(' ,\ nt ima... 'nic Party I1n l"f
'1J('("(','(kd in IlH" lt'J"i n~ a Ill ;[ j (lr i t ~ ill Rhod,' "bnl!. fllr mall ~ ~ea r"

it Iwld tht' \lT~ ddi{a ll' l",bn'T "f politila l l"l\\n in tht' , tiltt',1 .\";[

IS, n ,d 1" 'ln ,,,,,, SI", ;, I;" II If i" " , )' "I I/' ~ , ~",n i...", I'".i<l,,, ,i,,/ ""I~(/ i",, ;

I ....'·"· Yo rk, LT ,, ~ , . ,. 1"1>:1 ) .1'. H
"Fl..,nTn· W,·, lo", 1· , ~ . i ,Jnl l , ,, 1 hl" d i"'1 ,,/IH}!/ (W", lo i",< w", It,,th[j,l 1'...." ,

1'1:111 ) .1" 181.
"P'·h""·". "p , ,·i l .• !, _ -IJ.
,_ \" "",'~lk"l ''''('0'' ''1 of [(h",[,' [,[",,01 .\ "Ii,,,,,,,,,, ,, ,I",i,,« lion'!" \t'"'' ,,,,\> I...

f"""d ill CIo" o1,', ~ l, C,,,lI,,. "' J I", . \ lI t i· ~ I. "ou i ,· I'," I}," A..,,,,,,, U~P"'t "It""
.1"' 0 ;" " " lI i . " " , iu, I .~ , . " , · i 'I I "", f m 0", Ii " , /'II/:!, [ 1\ \' " ,1" " «1" " . C P( ), 1"11:\ 1.
I'l' - 'l~:!.~ ,'lI .
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Illajllri (~ W;I" Ill'n''''ar~ ill «rtk-r til lw r-lrxu-d 10 l Ilt" gOH·rno r-,hip in
R hod e J..land . it ha d 1)("(I .nw l'xt n' lIwly d ifficult for r-ither l ilt' Delllo
rr.u-, or rlu- " ·hil.,.... to fu lfill curh a requirement due to tht' clertora l
"Irl"ngt h Ilf IllI" .\ nlima"on... In the regul a r election of 18:\:! t ht'
.-\ntima....m.. had prevented eit her of the two principal randida u-...
[rom attaining a majo rity. an d cont inued their ob-t rur tioni..t I an ic-,
in four ..pt·cia l eknioll" during: t he remainde r of t hat vear." Finally.
the .-\n lima"!JIl" der-ided 10 co-operate with the j ac k-onian... and in
lR33 J oh n Brown Franci... runn ing on a rkmocrat ic-.-\m illlil'-l lll
r-ealitiun tit kcr. de feau-d Gt.\"(" mor Lem uel H ..-\rnold 4.02."1111:\ .'2 7'2.r.
Thi-, e!n tion marked Iht· hq:6 n nin~ of a period in whic h thr- Anti
ma-on-, a...-i-red the Democrat- in their effort-, 10 dominat e the politic a1
realm in Rhod e leland. while the Democ ra t... in ret urn -trovr 10

humiliate 11l1' \Ia'«'m ic Order.
An onu-n of the po litica l furv that wav de.....lined to ragt' in Rhod t·

Idand wa ... evidenced in the atlt'mpt of the sta te legi-lar ure to t'!t't"! a
United Stat{"'O -enamr in j anuarv 18J3. T he three ca ndidate for thi-,
ollin' wt-rr- incumbent Sen ator Asher Robbin s, ex-C()n~n.....-uum
Eli-ha R . Pun a . a nd Con~n·",...man D utee J. Pea rce .

SI'nator Robbins wa-, <ixtv-five yt'an; of a~r, a fOnl1n l;nited Slalt·,
attorno:\ in RhIK!t- I ,!;amI. ;lIld a veleran of o: ighl \ ear-. in t ho: St:- nalo:.~

Rohh i n~ \\'a '" a It'a loll'" \ \ 'h i,1:" a nd a con~ i...tently staunr h oppono:nt of
the j a r k.....m .-\dmini"'lral ioll. EIi,ha R, Poll('r had ~ pt"n t t hirt y yo:al' in
Ihl' Rhod t' h land It·~i,l al tlrl' wilh IK'ca...ional illle rnlpliol\'" a nd had
initially ho:o:n o: lt'ctt' d to C()n~rf''''''' in I 7~j. la l('r servi ng fuur non
nm~l'r li t in' tt'l'lIl ~ .· Originally a Frdcra l i ~I , l'oth''I' by I8:U had
t'lllhra r t'd jarhollian Ik lllon ac y. T Ilt' t h ird ('andidatt·. ))llhT j .
Pea n l·. wa~ a (" rnwr a ttorJl('y-g-t'!l(Ta l a nd U nited Sla tes a tlofllt'y.
and had a ln'ady ~l'f\nl fotlr l e rm~ in Iht' H ou"t'.!' ['ea rn ' had IKTII
a :\at ional I{t·pulJliLIlI. bll t hy I fl :U wa'" rq~af(kd a~ a )) t'm"n a l
wil h ... In llll(" ,-\ l1 li llla~clllir ~yn l IM t h k~.

Oil j a n lla r ~ 1!1 . l B:U . th e le~ i ... lai lln ' ('asl fmt \- oIH' \'uks f"r
St'll a l,IT Rohbin.... "\('nt y-liH ' fo r \I r. PutleT. and twdn' fo r r:; l1l ~ n ' ''·

~'lIh"d, I I/"" d ,\I"",,,d. l'I"7·I'I'lIl.I'IJ, 201·202.

" Ibid" !,, :W:I.

~ IJi"J!r"l,hj<'f1/ lJi'ur",), "f '''~ ..1"''1;'"'' (;,,"-~u .. /77 -1·/'1-1<) ( W ~ , h i " w l o " .
(; I'O.I'I'lO ),1', 174:1.

" /'h, l'oljlj,, 1/ /{~J!iJ/o ( .....,,,hirowl"". D . ( ; " " ' '' ' 18:\2 · 183,'> 1. 1" 'lillI ,

"Hi" IC ."phi, "/lJi",/,,,) ..I /h • .-l"''';UIJI C" " ~" '" 1'. IhC; I

rnan Pea rrr-.!" Ah hnul:" h it appeared that Se nator Robhins had ber-n
re-elected h~ a ma jo rit y of fou r \'otr-,. th c' Iq~a l i l\ of t he vcrdirt was
r hallent::ed on t he clai m tha t nu-mbcr-, of th e l~gi,laltne w ho had
1)('1'11 elected a-, fa r ha t k a-, I H:1 1 wr-rr- not competent to vote for a
U nited Sra te-, Smatnr In he scared in IltH,1I W hell the new legi ...la
tu n- convened in O r toIM·r. Elisha R. Pon er otTned a re...elution.
dedarin~ Robbin -, ' deniOlI nu ll and void.•md lhi, resolution W,I'"

p<l ...-cd hy a ma rgin of 4:1 tn :n .1:! 1IIlque...tionablv beca use the Dcmn
cratic-Antirua-onjr- cua lition at rhat time po-e-s-ed a majority. O n
IIII' motion to elec t a "'1IC("<;,... ,r to Robbin.... the W hig" refused to vote.
and Elisha R . Pott er was approved ununimou-lj as Rhod e 1... land",
United State ... -cnator for t he r ll,uill.~ six yt';ln;. lJ Co n-eq ur-nrlv.
Robhi nc' j anua r-, eler-tion, pmtt"ted by the minority [Icr nor-ra ts and
Am ima-o n..., had been crndir-atr-d I" the Ilt' \\ 1(·~i~lalure..,\ft('r man\'
Ierociou... dehan-, on t he flou r of the ~'natc. however, Senator Rohbin~
wav ultimarelv .....-ated. I.

.-\... in everv ot her :\1..\\ Enqla nd -tau-. the Ban k comrovcrw was to

la rgely monopolize the politica l sphere of R hode ldand in 1H\l. The
first hint of di ...content in Rhod e "la nd occurred on February 4, 1H:H,
wh en more tha n eleven hundred citizen ... of Providence memorialized
Con,grc",,, on "thc prN'1ll ala rmin,C: t1c'r.ml.:t·ment of t he na t ional c llr
rCllcy, and n lll'«'qllent d i~tre"" amfln,l:: all d;l"''''~ of the rom mu nity:'
,\ ... to Ihi ... d i~lre" . th e Prm·id l.' I1IT t·ili/f'n~ rdt'rred to .

III(' stag natinn of tlll~in"" in '·\Try fOfln. without '· ...nVlion: tile'
d iminidlt'd illlPOlt of tlw raw lJ];lI" riah for manufa<tul'l''''. and
thl' ('OIN'(luo' ll! ",;lIIt of 1'I1I1'Ioytlll' lII of our (·...u·nded foa<;tillC
IOllllagt': thl' illlllol,,~ihili ty of a <;;\1., of HUI' lllanufanUll'd artidl":
lilt' di",·hargr of till' llI''rh;lni,'. th(' ;ntisa n, an d LI !loIlII' r from
('mploy: and tile' ulli\"n.al dC'dill!" in ,",11m' of all de...rr iption... of
Ilropnly,

Empha~i l in .l~ t haI t lwir flTl ings w n (' "d("' IIoI T and mort' solemn·' than
I","'i/o' II , ' ~HJ' /{,~i'lo, XU II IRahilllnTl'. Frhr" 'lq 'I, 18:1:1 I , p . 31:11;.
I lCharl.,. Carroll. /th,,", I.</""d: '/'hrrr (;,,,/,,,,,. of lJO'I"CI'U J, 1 I ,"I1,'w Y " r ~ .

L,'"i. lI islor ir al Puhlidlin'l" e "' '' I,a ll\ . I'l:!'.!) . p , 'lh7 ,
I~,\'ilu' 11 ",l.Iy U, ,,i <l o . XI.\' (;-';nw rnh", 'I, 18,1:1 ). p. lhl.

la x ..",p" ,/ M n n".\' (1':""'f>',rt, Nonllll'n 'l , IWl:I). p, 2 ; U~p " b / ;, n" Ifo " ",
( I' r()\"id r n",' , :\'o""ml...r h. lWl:I I . p, 2.

1'11",6<10 pfD" b" I ,'>, X . I ( Wa..h'"l(lull. (;"j", I< S"alnn, 18:1:11 . ' I't", tinal \'01<'

in th" S,'natl' was 27-1/) '1\ f","or "f Kohhim. Kohl,im r .,.i""d 1lJ)'h'd \\' hi'l"
'''1'1>0'1. while- Polin was th,' unalli",o", <'I"'i ...· or lhr I I<-",o at,
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was rvt-r created h y the spirit of pa rty cxcitemcn r, t he tlIel1lorialis t~

opined th.u relief could he neither- immediate nor effectua l wit hout
rcvtm-ation of "Ihe h itherto accu-touu-d ,onfidellce and inrcrcuur-«
bctw rcn the Govern ment and the Ban k." I:.

0 11 Fcbruurv 17 Senator Nehemia h Kn ig ht . a W hig, test ified tha t
his Provi de nce constituents we fT "not a ctuat r d hv part~ ' motive-," and
~tr{'Sserl t ha t the nu-morial had hccn signed bv a ll da~'('s of ritizcu-,
exce pting officeholders and those shariTl,e; in tilt' spoils. Kn igh t wa~

t'~ pI·ria lly impre-ocd to set' the si,e;nalures of pres ide-nts and din-ctor-,
of stale bank s. who real ized that t he remova l o f the deposits from the
Un ited States Bank had caused the withd rawal o f funds from thei r
individual institutions and cri ppled their discnums."' Ah(T K niulu
finished spea king. Senator Robbins defended the Provide nce m em o ri
alists a nd ('ritici/,ed th e fiscal policies of th e j .u-k-on Adminictration.!"

O n the sa me day Congressman Tri-tam B lIrgt' ~ . a " 'h ig , brought
the Providen re memoria l 10 the attention o f th e Hon-e. Congressman
Dutce I' cart-e-, H u rge~\ Dem ocra tic w lleague, denied tha t thi-,

m emoria] spo ke fo r t he nineteen tho usa nd residents of Provide nce.
and c harged tha t there was 110 sr arcitv of monee in th a t com muuitv.
in~isting that rt-rtnin cit izen-,of PrO\' id ~· ntT had rcccntlv loaned ncarlv
th ree tho usand dolla rs to l\t'W Bedfo rd and XI'W Y~)rk merrhant~.
Con,gressman Burges cxprr-s-cd c-mharrnsemr-nt at heing Il.ulv con tra
di n ed hy Pea rce , supported t he \'i{'\~s of till' I' n , \' iden r~ me n;o rial ish .
and concludr-d t ha t his R hode b la nd a-s-oc-ian- cou ld not question h is
-ta u-mcm-, wit h any propriety. Is Cl a im ing that Ill' ha d not mi-n-pre
scntr-d t he Pro \'ide lHT document, Pea rce mert-lv wis hed "to ex hihi t
the views of t he peo ple (If Rh ode Isla nd in a true·lighL·· C lltlgrn sm a n
Pearce hd ie\Td {hat a ma jorit y of the [x-oph- o f his sta te w ere oppo-e-d
to ti ll' cxicn-nce o f t he Ba nk o f t he United State~. and ho ped th a t
Connrcs-nran Bur.!:;es would (TiN' ex pressing regn' t as to his COll r~l' of
anion as a memher of till' lI o use .'" The persona l and po litil'al kud
hetween I'r a rce am] Burges was to l"lmti lllll' througho ut t hl' T wt'nt y-

1'"'/1o"u /)"0""011 ', 2 :1d COl",:., I,t S"-,, . , III (\\'a\hi"~1<"', llt\.! I , f'JO("lIIlI"l ll
;";0 , !{J'I.

H;U~ .~iir n 0/ D"b'll"." X, 1, p, :;0'1.

l'fbi" .. 1-'1" 570-:;7:1.

1' 'J'h e C(l"I!'~ Hio,,(/1 (;lube. ~ :I<ll:",,~ _ . I ( \\' ; " h i lL ~ I "" , ( ;]01... ()fli(" ~, IIl.'H l,
p, 182.

11'lbid.

thi rd ( :o llgn 'ss. and reach its r-luunx in the ('/lll,grt'""ional I'!ITtiollS of

IRt'l .
O n Xlarr h 2:2 Congres,man Roh hin-, presented a memorial adopted

eleven da\~ earlier at Xt'WpOl1, R hode l-da nd.!" Th is memorial
stressed the pn'S('lHT !If rr-onomic dislrt,~~ and tilt' apprehension of
rvcn un-ater fina ncia l ha rdsh ip in t he future. The memorialists
hd in -ed

that a sound and stahh- national l'llf!eIKy is cs-emial to thl' puhlic
prosp,'rity. and to carry Oil the (''(changl's and COlllll1l'lTia! Iran
s.u-tionv of till' counnv. both inland and f"n'i~ll: that to 'ITun' ;]
nUn'IIC). lht' ag'·IlI') "f a ~a t ioll il l Ba nk is iudi-pcnsnbh-: and
tha t till' saft't) of plOlJl'lt), t ilt" protrx-tion of iudust ry. ;11\11 tlu
"'I'u rity of till" curn'ucv. ab'olutely require tlu- r-outinuanr-r- of
such a Ba nk.

:\s m ight ha n ' been ant icipated, t he Newport ril ilens urged t he
restoration of the dcpocits to the U nited S tat('~ Ban k and eithe-r the
n-chartcr of the Ba nk o r the creation of a corresponding insriturinn.
:\ spccial town mecting had ber-n ca lled in A ewpo rt on \ f a rl' lI I t , at
whic h this memorial had been approved hy a vote of IH2 10 2fi. a
margin which was la ter increased by t he co nse nt of fifty-eigh t In-c
nu-n who had br-en a bsen t fro m t he aarhcrinz." The fact that Tlearly
ninl' ly per o-m of t hr:«- participan ts WITt' favorable 10 the U nit ed
St.ue-, Ba nk was indeed not cwort hv.

Early in M art-h more t ha n nine hun dred res iden ts (,f Smithfield anti
Cumberland. Rhode Island , rm-rnru-ializcd ( :(Ing:ress. S pt'l 'i fical ly, the
Smithfield and Cumberland c itizl' ns declared th at bu-im-ssnu-n WITt'
unahh- tn ohtain t he necessary funds for upcrating, t ha i th e value of
prop<.Tty had g r(,atly depreciated. a nd that laborers had no prospef!
ror further employment. Ikst'('I'h ing Co nc:ress for a,~istan('e, the
nWfllorialists grie\Td th a t ronfide lllT. ~() "\'i tatly flt'Ct'ssa ry·' to their
pro'plTity, was d t,,"trllyed. and that. unle, s relie f was fort hcomi ng. an
"utttT pro~tratioll of htl s in (' s~" wa s int'\-itahk,2~

Snl;lIor Rohhins, rderring to t h(' Smi thfi t'ld a nd Cu m he rland
1J\('morial as wf'll as to the 0 111' f rnm X('\~ p"rt, indignantly stated that
Prl' ~ idellt J a ckson \ denial o f th e fact u f fina llcial di"l n'~s, not wit h

~"/(e ,< iJln 0/ D~b"I~>,X,I,p, 1107 .
~IS"'''' I~ /) o r umnll >. 2:1<1 CUUl';., bt S,·,,_ . [ [ [ ( W",hiul';toll, Illltf (; 1'... ·11. 18·\·1 ) .

D"nllllt'lit ~o. 21 It .

~"ff"",,, 1)0""111011, , 1\', ])"""111>'101 "0.2 :-110
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, 1;l ll tl il1!!:all the 1'\-1,1"11< r- (." .....rabli ...h it, wa-, a "nuual pln-nonu-non ...~~
( :lIlH::u·.....man l'r-an c' "11 t hr- urhe-r h.md pnl(!lll I'd a le-tte-r, "iJ.:ned I"
\ Ir . O hJl(" Ballou . dlarginc: that tht' Smithfield and Cumhn!anti
memorial had IKT ll r-ndor-cd I" n '"idellh of othe- r Jw·;llitjt·... and tha t
it had 1)("("11 olll lri\nJ fur polith al pu rp0'>('''', Congn· m;1I1 Hllrg:e"
rh-mumrcd t hi... kiln a" a forl.(cT\ . " hill' Cong n· man P,'a IH '
lauuclu-d into a dd,'nSt' of it- ron n-nt-, a ... well a ... it-, ~ 1I11U'l1l i r it \' . Th i...
nn-r-lurk-d a d ella l" "of a nT\ 1,'n gl lll'lIn i and rcrrimiuaturv (-"h aTar .
In" hdw,T Il l ilt' tw o Rh od e I... land COlll:"TC""IlH' lI whid ; evolved
uruund till' loca ] po lit i, ..; of the "' I at t· . ~l

Another IlH'Tlloria lurigi na tcd ill HTi..t.. l CUlml' . Rhod c' l-Jand . a nd
\\;\, approved In Ii\(, h undred and twr-nt v-t h rr-e dtile" II~ _ T ht''( '
nu-moriali- t-, felt that Ihe" Pn ..,id l'" u( ' (','rx-rim~nl o n the r urrenrv had
lu-r-n "mo-t di-a-trou-," to their jlrtl'opnil\ and that their prt"'pert.~ a~

.1 rOllullunilY had become "di-couracinz and gloom\ in the extreme."
Thl' memorial cont inurd : .

.. _TIlt' 'pirit n f t' lIlerpri,,<' whkh ha s hit'he-rto dlaradt' ,i/t 'd OUI'

cirizen-, i_ cln-r-l...d. COIH"l1Il'blnl adve-ntun«, aud 1l1)t-r;lt ioll_ of
importanr-e. h ,I\'<' \W'-II abandoned : (\1<' eirculation of ou r 101'al
h:l.llk-, a nd tl wir :lbilily !O di"n'"Il(, an' dilllilli~lwd : llll' pn>(lllcc'
of I;\b"r of " \" ry varietv is I("inc: il~ val lit', and Ih".... · w ill> l'O 'q uin '
,tnd din-,I il~ applit",llion al<' I"llIlail illg thei r hu~ i l ll' '' . a lld d is.
pt'miltg wi th ih ' ·llll' loyllll'llt. H.,-a l. ilS w,·11 a, pn_onal ,-_1;11" is
fa tline: in luin'. f'OIIi tllO' e:l'lu'!ill illdi~pt:" i tion 10 Illake inn'~I

IIWllts or innll' liah iliti/'s _and tllC' \" 1ll1 o f "1lI1'IoyIlIl"1l1 of Jar!!;"
I'0rl ioll~ of .... ,/·i,·ly, di_tn·~si m:- . .. f , '0111'( ' , to th'·ll\wl\,·_, i_ tll",al'
l'll illg to illvo l,, - th l' whol,' in t'onfll,ion and ruill_

CI;.iming thai ;lI'IIM I n .. perinHl" h,ul int'ontl'"~lahly pron-d thai a
:'\,ttiollal Ba n k \"1 ' impe.'ratin' to thl' wd fa n: of t ilt' ('lllJllt n , tilt'
Bri,t lJl pt·titilllll'f' ,lt h i...nl Ihe' f('tllrll Ilf Ihl' pll hlil ' dq)ll'oih to thl '
l ' n ilt'd Statt'~ Ba n k and t hl' t':\ tl"ll,iOll (If the- Banl', p n ''( ' llt e ha rt l'f o r
t ilt" ,uh-tit lltioll IIf 'lIllJlh l'r.~ :·

TIlt' a u thnf' IIf a nll' JIIo rial frollt till' 111\\11 o f Bri,( ol n,rrll horah'd
t Ill' t c · , tinlOll ~ " f t hl' ir Bri, to l COllllt y Ill"i .l.: hh/ ,r.. , .n the t fa J.: k cl'tndi lil HI
I,f Ihl' I(IC;\I I'.-Ollt'nl~, hil I h l;\nwd thc'ir t n ' lIb l l'~ 011 thI' illt rig lin o f tl \l'
Unitl'd Stah' .. Ba lik "to ( n"a ll" a hdid o f lhl' 11I'n·...... ity (,f it.. n :i'1I'IHT

~:'U~ ~ i '· 'rr "I D" /" ,, ,.. . :\. I . 1-' , II 1([
~ · fbid .. :\ , :1, 1-' , '1:\27.

~"· If" ",,· [J" ' ·""' ''n l ' . 1\ ' . II," "' ''''Ill S " :.'I,:!

10 thr- public pro-peritv." a-, ''''11 a-, the endeavor- of lilt' Hank ">
fr icl1d~ "to incn'iI'C' thr- panic." The-e me-rnorial i-t-, ph-aded that , if
the Ba n k endangered Ihe' "ctabilit v and puritv" o f republica n in-rim
tion-, Ih(', would he' unworthv heir- o f till' Rl'\'ollltion<tr~ p.uriot .., if
t lll'~ could 1)1 ' terrified h~ "tcmporarv ptTunia r~ di _tn- ,-'_" If the
United Stall" Ba nk w a-, ahk- to uu-n-ik-..,h I'xl'rri,,' it, r-norrnnuc
pnwn and dd~ all mr-a-un-.. a .C;;JiTl~t it, the Bristol (it i/Tn~ roncludcd
tha t it coul d exivt a~ "a p -rpctual rnrporarion." while thl' people
\\ol dd hold the-i r liIH.'rt ies, "if hold ill J.: them at a ll. 011 till' tenure of
it-, wi ll:'~' : COIlJ.: ft·......man l' ca ro- annuurm-d t hai thi-, uu-mur-ia l \\a '"
~ I)I>Il"l ,rrd h~ j <t lltl" I) '\\'ol f, the hrmhrr o f th r- gl'll lkmall la rgl'h
re-pon-iblc for Ih l' Hri-rol Countv d.w unu-nt , and Pnrker Bo rden and
j ncob Ba h h itt , t\HI hank prrsidr'nhY

On April I-l Pea rce pre-enu-d the onl~ rr-allv _il,.'1lifil ;l1J1 documcm.
r-manating from Rh od e J...land in IR:H. hhi~h -upporu-d t hr- fi-ca!
policic-, of Ihe jaik-.on Adminiv rarlon." Thi-, d' KUIlle"1l1 wa-, a
memorial cndor-ed bv the Imprc-.ive number of <ixtr-eu hund red a nd
lift ~..hrcc r-irize-n ... o f Providence Count ~ __ \ ft l" r a t horough inve-tign
tion. rhe Providence r nemori ali-as wr-n- ....ui-ficd tha t t ill' lJniwd ~Ialrs

Ba nk ought not tn 1)1' rl'lha rtl"rl"d a nd Illrdiall~ appron'd t hl' renHI\ 'a l
of t llf' p uhl ic dqll ....i" fro lll II II' "', llllt" in ...ti tll iion. TIIl' \ l hargnl th a t
lhl' Ba tik .

had II1<1t"ri<ltl~ "rnharra,,,-d tIll' li_l'al l'OIlI...nl~ of tIll' (; " \T I I1 
IlWIlt. and _ought 10 imp.tir puhlil' ,"ntidl'IIl't- in li lt' 'itiltO' h<lnk_ ;
tkll it 1M' .... ,Ile:ltl to ;UTIIIIlULII,· di_tn-" allli l"Iuh,n r" " lIll'll l
iHllpllg till" 1"'''1'11', a nd hlichl 11"'1'1l" 1,,'r il\ nf lilt' " 01111\1\ : Ihal il
h;h ill l" llllil,'d In e'orn mand (PI' it .... ·lf a n ·d l ;trh' r. ami ' -'I..hl i~h it_
OWIl 1 )I 'I'P"llIit~ a' a righl 1;ltllt' r tklll a bvor_ill " I)I'U ddi,Ullt' nf
Ih, ' H oit'!· " f ti ll" p('ople ,m d l'<'Il'l itu lional r llarllll'·llh.

TIlt' Pro, ide'IJ(T nwmoriali~t~ nol onl~ prott"tt'd a gain_t the n "lora ·
l in n of t he dt'(X"il', hu t al....-I aga in' t the adoplion of all ~ IT1t'a_Uft·,
e,it lwr til aUL..'1llt'l1llhr p"\H' r of Ih,' Ib n k or to prolonl.: it, t',i,t{'n({'.~"

In additilm t, . t hi, nWllloria l ( ;" n,l,(fI·" ma n P" <lft l- \\ ;1' Ilk a -el! t"
fa mi liarizr thr 11 0 11'(' wi th thnT o llw l..... :l" Th.. fip..t tl f ,hl''(' rll ll ~ i ,t l'd

~ ' ; / b id," ))" " " 111"" 1 ~" , :1:12,
~7U~.l!i\ln "I Drbllll< , X . :' , p . 3h42.
~ - J bid ., pp. :\M 1· :Ih-!:! .
~\'lf ll,, 'r f)Q' Umrll fJ . IV, Doc u ,,,, ·nl :'\o TH.
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of a "('ri".;"f n-..... '!ul il,lI, 1IIl ani 1ll0 11 .;I ~ adopted at a nw ct ing "of hil.: hh
f('-'p"flilhk a nd mmu-rou-," ritizrn-, o f Pawtucket. The Paw tuc ket
f(',ide llh rebuked till' Hank . ounmemh-d the Pre -idem. and applauded
th e aeti \ ' ilie.; o f I'l ';\ftT in Cnn~rr"".ll The second document '\iI'"

adopted at !'rm 'ilknft ' . incl uded rwelve n .... .lutions. and wa '" sub-tun
tia llv rhr- -anu- ;I' Ih l' o ntOIrom Pa wt ucket , The-e -en tina-nt-, we-n
compo-e-d in ra rhcr vivid la n,t.:lI <1 I.:(·. e-'P'-"fiall~ the u-n th rt·"'C ,lu li"n.
w hich n-ad as fnll",... - :

R,·,,, ln ·d . T II;II rlu- 8;lI1k. hy it- dfnrb to ",uh~idil< ' th l"pn ·~~ . to
;I~,ai l and t",dUIT dH' rousritnn-d authru ilit...of the ( ;O\ t·r1l11WIlt.
to O'II'Upt and tnlllr,,1 tI,.. In-edmu (If ek'ctionv, ami to illll';tir
i'uhlil ' nllllid"lIn' in tilt' ~ Ia lt· banks. ha- exhibited a re-rkh-o-m-c-, of
char.nn-r. which dt'lIl;lIl1l, the reprobation of all In... · t' i t i lt' n,.:t~

TIlt' t hird and fina l document was virtuallv a duplicate o f the u thl'f
tv... O. t'xn'1'1 fo r a few minor ditfnf'1l( t.... in phra-eologv, and had bo-n
d ra fted at a mel'ti n~ of the wllrk in~en at Providc uo-." L'nfort u
n a tel v 1101l1' of the"!" three document-, indicated the n um ber of p"fll'k
either ;1I Irlldin~ t he n-cper tive meetinu - or reg i ,terin ~ approva l of thr
re-pc ctivc ,0111('111."-. Sinn' the ab-encc of arcompanvinu -ienatu rc
wa.; quite uni que. it mi ght va lidlv he ...urmi-cd t ha t tln l ~ a 'm,tll
nu mhn of Rhud t' 1,l ander"- wert' rt'''-pon-.ihlr for the t h rn' tnllUlluni
,a t iOl l ~ pn·'('lIt t·d h y Con~rt"<-.man Pearn ' at this t imf' .

.\ memorial. for"a rd nl to Congn'''''; by I\\ elll y-Iwfl hu nd rnl and
f( 'r1 ~ -( 'Il (, merllan il''; a nd a rti-.an" thrt ' lIl!hollt R hode 1...la ml . al kt:-l'll
,I);\t Ihe " p n''''C'n t t1llt'xampkJ di-'Irt"<~" ha d im meN.·d Rhodt· I ~t tll tl

"in ,c: loo m a llli ..... ' 11'0 \ \ ... ..\cn ,rd i n~ to Ihe mechanil-'; a l\(I art i'; tll'.
more thall fin hlllH lr('l! ~pi lld k,,- had n'a'('d to o pt'fate ill Ih(' prr ("('(I.
inl.: fin ' month-. \,h ik a l lt'a' i a' m a n \ more were fu nct io n in g onh in
Ih t' ho pt' o f a (a \'llrahk c'ha n/.:t· in the · e(on (lm~ . In a dd ition . 'a p p r:,xi.
m<ttcl ~ tw o IHllldn 'd a nd fift ~ of tht· "-t ate\ th n T hunrlrrd \\orktT, in
p i,t:- iro n ruman' ''- wen ' une m ployed. ret ail trade in lumher h ill!
tI (·( line d a' t1 H1t h a"- ' l'\Trlty pn ("ent. a nd th t' consu m ptio n o f a m hra
I·itt· (' 0 ,11 hill! dl ·(Te;l'(·d h~ morr Iha n fifty pcr ce llt. Ell1pha~17i llg the
"ll ni ...-er,a l"tagn' lti(JJ1 of hu .;illl·"-..... and th e " dee p di,tre, .;" tnr!twnt illg
a ll eLl"t·.; Ihr(JlI /.:llOut Rh ode bland . th e mechanic... and 'Irli"' H1'
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.iuributcd thr-ir hard-hip- 10 t ilt" dna nc:t'llwllt of t ilt' rurrcruv and
im plored (;on.t:- n·",'" to dIt'lt ~lll h l1 lt' a -' lIn · ~ a' would "rr-t-m- runfi
donee. re-anima te cn tcrpri-e. and ,,!It'll 10 indu-t rv it", ar-cu-tomed
c-hannel- of ac tion and ,,- u pport.'·ll

Sena tor K nirhr in"-i';h'd that IIlt't hanil '''' and nrriean-, were "among
till' mo-t u-e fu l da-."'C·,; o f .... It ,it · I ~ ... Dn'pl ~ n·~rt·ttin g t ha t ".;0 much
<kill. inue nuitv , and capita l, -hould lx- parah It'd 11\ t ilt' hand that

-hould have fo...ten-d and pfllwt'!t'd rlu-m." Kniuht pravvd that tilt"
rime would rrmu- when the ·· ill' t hope-, and expcctation-" o f the-e
rncmoriali-r- wo uld hi' realize-d , and th,1I I he~ would kd t heir n.uion'<
"respect a nd ~ratitlJ(lt~ .· · l",

Senator K niuht . prr"'C·ntin~ Iht' pnKt't't1ingo< of a Illt'elin~ o f ovr-r
four hund red citizen- of Ken t <:Ollllt ~ . Rhode l-Iand. \\ i...hed thai it
wr-rr- in hi", p!1\H'r to r her-r hi-, t nll ~t i t ut· nt .; . hUI ronceded t he [utilitv
of attempting 10 alter the t"tlrrt'Il<'~ polic;n o f the j ack-on Adm inic
tration .~<1 Ik lHlunt' ing the rt'lllo\'al flf II\(' depo-its ae "iIIt'gal and
unju-tifiable." t he 1'.t'11 1 <:()\Int~ rr-... ideut-, alluded to this iran-fer of
monev a-, ""'ubnT,in' of rlu- p ri\ ·ilt·gt.... a nd dutu.... o f Conrre-,.... and
dan~rfllu~ to the rialu-, andlibcrtb.... of thr- pt·oplt·..· The- CtI!ltt· ntkd .
moretl\'er, t hat

tilt' "~it:-Il~ of tht ' til1 ll" '" r"(llIin ' (If I"Try lIlan who ItI\"I·~ hi...
l'Oulltn'. and it ... admit;lh\l' I o l1'-1 ilut ioll . lI1on' than II'" dll,, ·... parh'.
to {,Xl'r~i",' tilt' utnH».1 fin ltllt'...... ill lilt' C III ... · of tilt" ,.It'opl.. al!aill ~t
mi,rult' arid u,u rpatiolJ. ;lll tl to ad \ \ il ll 11ll' ddl'nlli natioll of
nlt lti tluing hi~ I·ffolb ul ltil ilu " •. ill 1)(' \ \ ,·r. ;lIlt! who woul d al o lin'
an ju...tk ", .t<" il Ill,t for Il;Ilh n'lI, id",.lImn-. ,hall 1;110... pmllt'r
tlwa"Url" ttl n·li"'l · Jlul,lil' d i, t n ·' ''.

C(llbidnin~ a :"'a tionallh nk a '" an ,,1J.....!utc· Ilt'( I'"i ty for pn''''CT\ in,t.: a
'<C'lInd nIlTt'l1c~ a nd for n ,11101 Iinl.: 'Illtl fa it hf Il ll~ di'hlll'ing the puh liI'
n·n·n lw. till' Kent fi li/t·n.; a lTi rnwll lha t thl' n·, t1 ,ra t;" 11(,f th e IT\Tn llt·
"to it, pmp.... platt' (If dl·£lll... it" \\ " 111<1 n'~ Il1t in " an in1l1 1l·di;ttc' n ', lo 
r;t1 iol) "f ("onfi de nn' ;tne! rn'i\'a l o f hll .; i llt · ,,,, .' · ~ 7

On :\Ia y 9. IRH . tIll' Low t"f 11 011'1' " f tilt' RhOlk I...LlIld 1 t'.!~ ; ...btlll'"
p,l"ed fin ' fe ",ollitio ll'" (111 l lw Ba nk q \le, t io ll. Dill' re"o! llt inn ll1('n' l ~

r('quested th e go\'tTllu r tn f"rwartl (Opit'", of l Ilt' [non'( 'din,t:- '" to th l'
;lll/,jd,. l)ot'"",,·nl ;'; n , :1711,
;I :·f(~ gi,/ .. r of /) r b" , ~ , . X. 2. PI', 17 17.1 7 HI
"·:/bid .• p, :!O:!'l
;~ ' S ..~,lIr /)"",,,, ~,, r t . \ 'I .Il", """'''' ;';0 Ii i .
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....·1101 10 r-, ;1111 1 ,ongn"'Ill" n from R h ode- l - la nd, while 1\ \ 0 lIlh,·..... lit-all

\\ ith t he' II<T""it~ and f"lln i"ll ~ of <l Xmionn l Bank . In addil i" l1 tlu-rv
we n" Iwo IllI'Olnim:ful and rom rovcr-ial re-ohnion-cThc fir-« of Iht·....·
a l)prai'nl Ihl' n-mova l of the dcpo-i t-, a, an anion "unwarranted.
jll-a dvi-e-d, a nd illjurioll' I" th r- public in te re- t." The ....-con d \\.l'
pmhablv of para mount importa nce. and rend a' follo\\ ' :

... in 11ll' "pillion of Ihi\ G..m-ral .-\"..nlhl" Ih,' p\lhli, inll'p"l
'"''(lllin'\ rhat tI ... mO llO" of the l," nit--d Sial .., shall in futu .... 1)('
1I1ilt!r' in tilt' Hankuf till' L'nin-d Stat..v, and its hramhec: and that
Ilw "lid IMnk 1)(' all,m od I" I"'rfc,rm it- dutie, 10 th,' l -lIil,'d SI.II'"
enjoined h, itv rharte-r , ciz, '10 gi\',' ttl(' tu-cr-o-arv Facilirb-, fOI
Iran,f,·nills.: tI... Jlubli. fund, Iroru "la'T to plan' wilhin til<'
l: nin-d Stat,,\. or Ill<" h·rrilori,·\ thr-reof : to disrribuu- tlu- "11I1t' in
I-MnlwTlI Hf tilt· publi,' cr ..ditorv, without chan:!ing ronnui-vion. or
cbiminl!' aIlOI\;1I1I1' Oil are ouut of difference of '·Mhalls.:'·: ,lilt! 10

do and p,·rfonn Ih,' ....-vr-ral and n"lx",tin" duti.... of fOlllllli"ioll
,'f'i of 10,,111\ for the ,,· ' ...ral Slalt·,. '

The-e two n"<,llItion" wr n ' p,l~",,"d by the identical m;ljorilit'" of
"il!'hItTn n,t,·,.~' .\"umillJ.:' Iha l a ll "'c"'('nt~ -t"o nwm h!:'f" of Ihe
lI o lN ' w,' f(' pn· ....·llt ilt Ih.. lime, t hl' "ot e Wil' prohahly forty . fin· I"
Iwl·nl y·....·\'l·n in f"n lr of 11lC' Iw'O re-..:'!u lion...

( :on ~rt'''man Pt'arn ' daimnl l hat th ,"<,(' rc~,olutioll ' " tT,· worth l,·",.
ina'm uc h a' t ilt' Rhcxk I' bnd S,'na te had rr fu't"d 10 r..gi'ltT iI'
(fl n....·nt to ItlC'm . ~~ .-\ 1 no t imo:, aCTonling to Pca rct' , di d III(' Rhod,'
I, la nd 11 0 11....• 'I)('a k for Ihc' pl." oplt', duo: to t ht' pn'\'a k nc(' (If a "rollc'n
hn ro ll.s.: h" "~'t l'm in Ihat "la iC. Pearce Ihen ci tt"d a few in<.tann'" of
uneq ua l apl)t,rti ' lllnwn l (,f "Iatt" rt"pre<;('nla ti , 'e".l " The Senate, ht,,, 
,', 'e r, a rg ued Pt'a nc', wa .. 1,lt'\ II'd hy Ihl' pt.'oplt' at large a nd " ; l"

;u t llalh tIlt' 1)t'Jlllla r hra nch of tIlt' k gi,l at ul'f'. Si lH'e t hc' Sena le had
rt'fIN· d III conc ur wilh tht' li mN ' rt·....,lution". it wa\ a ppan' nt th at
tht' t nIt· n'pn'''''n ta t in'" , If t ht' Iwople ha d not 'pokell . 1',' a rcc inf orllled
hi" colh-aguc" I h ~ t t 1I1lt' o f tlH' ,gt'nl k llWtl ~pon"oring tht'"t' fl·"ollliio ll'
had hlTIl a 1l H' l n h n of tilt' H a rt fo rd ConHnt ioll . H e a i, ,, Xl li,'ifn l

'l' /fu"lr D",,,,,,,,,I,, VI . llon m ll'UI :'\u . -1112.
,w·rtH' SO'"" tl· 1" ,, 1 r<'jn'lnl II ,.. IWU "" ,,11'0\" ',,; ,,1 tI',oln l;u",. Ih", W " . I ~ " " ;II ~

tllI';r " \',·r·,,11 df..n . T Ill' 11" ,,'1' Ihl'l' tlO'r;d,·d 10 ;~nuH' Ih" Sr·"" I'· "",I 1'IUlllplh
IOlwardnl II", 1",,,1"1;"'" tu C " " <l: n ''',

.":-':""I".rl w,,, O'" lillr-tl to.> ,;~ rq,n·" -ntal;"O'.: I-'ro ,,;d.·!lt't·. Pu rh lllu" lh . "ud
\\' ,,",w;,'k .... ,.,... ",h-h r'nl;tkd tu f,."r. "hik ",-n~ otlil" COmllll1Jl;I\, in Rh",I,' 1, 1." ,,1.
(I'Io(;>,dl,'" ,.f pOI ,u);,li."" h,,,1 ,"'u Iq''''-''-nl.'l;n-., H.hu"~ f , /" " ,J .-1,/1. 1I,'o,,/t'.',
,,,,,I fl' ~ P" ' I ' , ~I. " IIrn.".:!

the pre-um puon that the Ha nk had complied wi th t hl' tcrm-, of i'"
charter. '-\' to rhr- pn-viou- di "trc'" memorial.. from R hode l -Iand .
Pearce evaluated them a' t ilt' i n t ri~IlC" of "brokenwinded a nd die
appoin ted poliricia n-." .\ fina l manif....tarion rhat Congrev-man
Pearce w~t' no t cOll\'inct't1 in lilt' le<l 't of t he rq >n·-emativc character
of t he kgi'lat iH re-a.lution-, \' 01' derivr-d from hi" statement thai he
tx-li.-n"d two third-, of th e inh a bitant- IOf Rhod e " la nd wcre oppo-cd
10 t he United Slate" Hank."

Congr<",,,nla n HUTgt" w amcd Pearce- that R ho ch- l -Jaml would
"Io"'t' the [a-t ounce nf it., trea-u re- . it.-.; la' i rent. it" la-t 'word. it, la-t
drop of blond:' before it would <i...-:rrt' to su-tain the conduct of Iht·
j ack-on Admini-tra tion . Pn xlaimin ...-: that thr- Rhod e leland Senate
had not approved t ilt....... rc-olution-, brcau't" it wi-hed to di-plav it,
lo~alt~ 10 the President and al....1 bccau-e it wa ' influenced b~ p<ltron
age con"idcrati(IIl', Bur gC'\ affi rmed t hat in the H OI I"-' the resolutions
had be-n cudor-cd hy rrpre-e-mativ r.... who",' r-on-tinn-m-ic-, accounted
for more than ,ixt~ pIT cc·!lt of the crate' .. population. Dcfend in~ t he
m.-mhcf" of ,he H a rtfo rd Co",'entinn from t h.- infcrenc('\ of Pea rce,
Bur ge" a,ked t hilt . if th l' nwmlx'", or thai gat hering had ac-led
\\rongly. had nol ot h("", done lik("wi"", r..rrrring to ind i"idual" who
had .-hang-ed ccrtain npinion... I n cnnd u,ion BlIn::~ declared that
Ihe"'c" re'--uhllion' had hce n ....·nt to (:ong[('"'' b~ a~ "upr ighl" re"pc:'e1
a ble. and hnnorahk m l'n a.' in a ny Stiltl'."~~

Con~rc '''Nllan PC'aTft' Wil~ pl,·a ....,d 10 It-aTIi t ha i Bur gt" wa' all
a"O\ \l'd di , ('iple of t il(' H a rt fo rd Con n ·fltio ll. Rec'a lling t hat t he
ITwmh,:p.. o f lhc H a rl fo rd (;nnHlllin n ha d Ilr~t'd "old ie!'" a lld 'ailo,,",
to dcdilH' "'t'f\'ing t h' ''ir (ount ry , P('arn ' had alway~ ,u~peCled Iha t
BIll'.l::c.;; had rn't'n ill ,ympa thy wi th t h i, (',m"pi rat'y. hil i had lleH r
"xl)('(",,"d hi m to ddc'lld it 0 11 t ht' f1 no r of tile' H ili!".' . Pea rce adm ille d
th at Ilt' had ('hangcd ccrtai n opi nion... hUI a""'-'l'h'd th at t hl·....· ('ha ngl'''
w ere alwa" <' in accord ant-.- wi th the "i ..w" of hi" R hode I"la nd
n ",...litut'n t<.. Claim ing t hat Ill' had nol ,o ug ht di"p llte with hi,
,'olka ,glJc. he lH" ,tTth elt·, ,, pront i" 'd th a t lit' would IW\Tr ..hrink fro m
t'xpn'",ing hi" opinion,l'l

It \\ a" extremely diHirlJ lt. if 110t 1I11nl ~' impm~ible, to dt'l t'rmill t'
t ht' t'xact lIurn lw r rtf n il il"a l "igna tll rt·" ('m;lnat illg fro m R hode b la nd
,luring t Ilt' Ii ....t ' I'"itoll " f tilt" ' 1' \\ " 1 1 1~- l hi rd ( :' lllgn·" . ;\ !t('gd hn

11/{£ ~ i ' l rr of 0 ';",1", . X, -I, 1'1' ~h7 -1·lhih
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ll nin-d ;" Iate.. Bank. Thl' 1\\ 0 Ill" '" (TUfia l of Ilw"I' n ''l llu ti" n '', ho \\ 
cvt-r , pav-ed h~ thr - reblin 'h ..lim lII ;\i" r il ~ of l'igh llTll n'II·... a maruin
whic-h wa.. not c"I)('( ia lh ..ic;nifi,·anl in a ! )l I(I ~ f o n ..tinned nn ..ur-h a
di..proport ion a te ha ..i... "lhc Hank rt·""!lIlio n".IM"'o(·d In horh brn nche-,
of the lezi-larun .... o f 'bim' a nd :'\I' W Hampshire. had ber-n a pproved
l» r-normou- me rein... TIJ(' fal t t hat (warh ni lll·t\ p<'r rent of t hr
communiric-, in R ho(1I- 1 ~I ;) lld ha d equal reprr-erua rjon in t he Lowr-r
Hon-e virt uallv rcdnrcd thr- n-solurinn.. to t he ..rat u.. of incon-e-q uen
tia l. Con..idcrine that 1)I ,lh the 0PI)llIlI'n t.. a nd Ihl' -upportr-r-, of the
jar k-on .-\ d mini..tratiun had pc." t itillllt'd COll gf('''~ in relat ion 10 Ihl·
Bank qm·..tion and al-o rhut t ill" 1I00N' ami Senate w e-rt- -harplv
divide-d on the malin, it m ighl be \\,,11 tn e-xa m ine the verdict of the
people in the R hod e l -land zubcrnatnria l t'll'( lio n of lRH,

[10 he- mnlimwd l

Otrr r MY C.H.":--:C.E, the writ er ha.. d i"l'(Jn 'f('d 11ll' o riginal a rticle...
of ;~ lTeml'n l bctwr-r-n the m\I1I'p< a nd the olli ccrv an d mr-n of the
amwd ..loop I ndr /,r ndr ll a , mal k in Septl'lIll)(T, l i i 6, pr io r 10 a
fTui'4:' for t he puq)l"'" of (a pt urill~ Bril i..h ..hip" ,

The arlic!l'" do not imltllk Illl' nanU''' I,f tlU' IlWIII'f", bUI t hl" naTlle~

IIf all ulTiccf" and nU'n tak in g l);In in Ilw npl'd ililln ap pea r in t ill'
a ~rn·nl('ll l . wilh Ih(· ..han'.. in a llYIKKlly from ca pllln' of ('JWIll\" ..h ip"
"I)I'cifi,'d.

' I'he \\rillT had hlTIl cxamin ing (,riginal P;,()I'.... in ( :(l1lrt of Com
mon Pica.... IIit.. 0 11 fik a t the I' ro \'id t' lH'(' CUIIIII \ COllrt H ou"!' \dwn
1((' di..cO\Trr d Ihi.. donlllll' nt. Thl''l' eN'''' in I", ;.g lin ]""c" , are in a
roo m "f Ihl" SlIl)('ri"r C(lurt rink". ,00Iin'. T Il(" paper.. a re fikd h\
tlTlll~, with f(lur lO r !in' hoxI'" f(lr 1' ,1t h terln . and ]ll'cau..e tlw fa"l'"
a rc l10t in onkr onl' ha " tll 'I';lrdlt lll' 1iI1'''. "IH' h\ Olll' , until the Ch t·
"(,light ca ll he found.

Thr artirl!'~ of agn'l' IlH'llt (or thl' ..1",,1' 1,/lI, '{,,',,'/ol o ' were found
in lI1H" "f lht' hov.. for till' Ik (n n l",!' tnm , l i i i , lllarkt'd in [)('rHil
'" rndqwndl'lH1' '' lIl1 till' l ll l l ~ i d c' of 111(' f,, [d t'd ));11)('1'. It Ill a ~ han' ht'("n
olf!'rnl a" n idt'n c(' in ,I ];1\\ ..lIit, ]!Ilt if ..., had ]"" orTW dl'!;wll ('l! from

!~5Crcu- li.t. 1" ;1'1/1,.,. , { ndr{JI'lI lln ra , 17761 ~6 i l] 24 l'arty c}, '/II\ 1:'mIHvi/l Rhm/.. I \II/Ild [( ktolwr

Rh ndl' h l;lIld pn-v-nu-d 1\,,'In' memorial.. In ( :on,grt·.... in 11114, ..ix in
"Pl'"..uionto thr Bank p"l i(' ~ of the .\dm ini..trat ion :1Il~1 an id('J.ltk'l~

number in {;l\"f lr of tilt' -.m u-. Exd mlinl,! the mr-r-hanir-c and am-an
me-mor ial, \\ 1,11 11\ r-r I\\ II third.. llf the <iuna turc--npp,r;in g- IIll' 1' l l rrl'T1I-~

poli ri,'" of till' J ,u k-on Admini..tra tion had OCCIl accumula ted in
Providenc e. Smithfield . :'\1'W port , a nti Cumberland. Providcno-,
Smithfield . and :'\"\'port wr-n- rho mo..t populou.. communitir- , in
Rhodc f<land . \\ hill-Cumberland ranked fifth in population throuuh 
out the ..ta l,', ,\ 11 four "f Ihl",,(' r orn rnunit icv ' 'l' n ' 'l\l'n , hd m;ngh
mr-rr aut ih-. Combined with more than twenty -two hundred mer ha n
if" and 'Ini",Ul'" the va..t majority of which re..ided in urban cent cr-.
it ,'<1 11 1)(' re" 'l IIMhl ~ c..riman-d that eighl ~ per cent of till' Rhode J-lan d
p -tirion.-r-, \\t're inhabitants of the <arne rnanufacturinn and onnmcr
(" i,11 communiiie.. from which Ihl" Whii:: Part y derived the nu cleus of
it.... tal{'w idc <t reneth. The ..ix memorial .. appro ving the conduct of
t he Admini-r ratiou wr-n- not ecocra phicallv d iver-e. ina -m uch a" fin
of the-e donmwnt," o ri cinan-d in l'rovidenrr- County..-\ !thoug h thr-rr
wa " undoubtcdlv non..iderahh- ove rlappinc. due 10 the fa ct th at -or nr
of the n\('( h'lIlk~ and art i..an .. had probable a l-o ..igrwd the mem or ia l..
IIf their re-pecr ivc tow n-. it "a... obvious t ha t a la rue majority of the
Rhode l-Jand pct itioncr-, w"re uTlfrielldl~ to t he Pre..iden t. Ind udillt::
p" ....ihlc dupli(·:ll inn .., t lw (filiI''' of the :\dmini,..tr'ltion mU"!('rnl
a pPf(lxi lllall'l~ fifty-four hundrl"d ..ign a lur l's. while thl' Dl"Inll(f,lI il'
"lIppllft (·f'. llllllll ....rni onh ..Iic:htly in n ce.... of ninetccn Imlllln'd .
Ewn if lIlW (ould \'a lidly a .... llnll' tha t all Ihl" ..ign aIUTl'" of the
rnrr hall i"" and arti..an " \\('f(' dupl iclIC'< a lld 11m.. ("flU id "lIht raft "Will
from Ihc o \Tr-a ll numlM'r (,f oppo..iti"n ..ign atun's. t lJ(' ad\'n..a ril'" of
1111' .\ d rnini"lr.lli" Il·' fi, c ,1 polici('" \\ou ld "Iill han ' ,olllmandrd a
..uh..tanlia l major ; t ~ of Ihe naill I'.. found on t hl' \ 'ari ou .. Ilwlllorial..
;md f( ' ..olution .., III \in\ " f Ihl" fall Ihat Rh od" bland wa .. ..ueh a
""Iall ..tall' , it "a" ..o11ln d J;l1 ..lIrpri..int:: that "fl many of hlT (,i li/.('ll"

had 'l'('n fit tn expn'.... them'l'hl''', ('\'l'n Oil an i.... lH' a.. prnn wal in ' ,I"
t l1l' Bank di"putl" ,

I\ " far a.. th l" R hode b land 1I 00 N ' IT"O!llt IOllS \\TTl' ('onc('I"1I1'( 1.
it (',Illllul ])(' dCllied th,lt llw <tIN'1l1 (' of Senate ron currt'IHT g rT a t l ~

di mi ni..hed, if not ohl itnatnl, their al"llla l forn'. If the"" re..o lution..
had IWI'II p;I,,,,'d m l' n\ hd llli tl.L: I ~ , Ihn 11li,L:ht han' heen an ('('ho of
widt>"pn'ad d i";,pprO\';11 of l'n·..ide tlt ja('k'l)I]'" Irealmellt of th l"



I ~(; C't"Il·/.;lt : I ' , i/ '" fa , I llde/in u/f ll lf'. 17i(/ [tktnlln 1% 7J c.rvu-1.;1/: I' , il'ak ,.! Ind"/iI'ud,lI t l' , l i iti In
Corpor.uc Punishme-nt a... till' C"llll1l iw'" ..hall t hink fit 10 inllirt ,

Tlu- ...rid Committc·(· ..hall cIIII..i..t "f Ihr Commander, Fip'1 Lieu
tenant. and ~ f a "'l e r .

The sa id Commander. Otfio-r-, and ~ I('n do cnf... t t1H 'IlN'h(", into
t he afOff""aid Oil Boa rd <aid Sloo p fo r s ix ~ I IIllth .. from ..ign ing if the
Cruise ...hou ld 1a"1 "Il IOIl.e: or unt il a Di.., harc:,·

I' n ,, -id" llI c' 'wpt , l i il i

till' vnit P;IIM'I" \\ ith whu h it wa " involved.
It ...houlll IK' nu-unum-d t ll;lt pl"I Mlf of de cent from an ~ of the nu-n

named in tilt' document would <JIJ<llif~ de cndan rs to join xur h p.uri-
otif ...(lc·il·til·... a" th e Son... IIf till' America n Revolut ion ami D.IlIt.:llIIT'"
of till' . \ n lt' ri' ;1Il Rrvolut ion .

' The- a rt ir h-... of agnTlllcnt for th e crui-e (If the ",d,'/'.',/I!.-I/ o' :
.-\ rt l,·I,·... clf ncrrrmcnt made be -t ween the CIWm-rs of the armed ...1, M'p

rnlh-d tlil' Indq:M" nd" llcc' hunk-ned about .')0 tone . fined ruu [rom
Prm-idc'IJ(T in tlu- St ;\11' of Rhodr- l-land. on the nru- part , ;1I1l1 thr 
Comman,kr. OITi,,·P' . and ~ ll'n of the ot her part . " ·im '....... : That tilt"
...a id OWlll'P' ) ...hall fit Ihe- <aid \ ·t·.......1for the Si:'a in a \,arlik,' ~ I a ruu-r,
a nd prm -ide her with Cannon . Swj,d". <mall A rm - and C rutla"'" (.....
with ... l,lli r icnt Ammunition and Provi... ion-, together with other
Xl'f(,''''l~ hd' ln.gin g tu a \ 'c" "f'1o f \\'a r. al so a good ;and] ...uflicie-nt
Bo:\. Hf ~lc-di c - illl' . at their m \ll Expcnrc, for a Cruiso a gaiu-t till'
Enemv of th e l -nill'll Stal~ llf America: and all suc h a" ...hall in a
pirat ical ~ lal1lll'r . inf r-..r. invade o r annov the Stare-s. di turb or anv
wa y m ol"'t th em in 11lC' 1'.·;'f"I'a"I(· EnjoYIl~t"nt of the-ir ju t R ic:h l '" and
l .iIM,rt il''' . ami ;,g;lin ...t ;,lI lhl l'.(:· "ho ..hal l aid. com fort ( If abet the- -aid
J:llnny and inan E"pni;!1 'Ia l1l1l'r to St·i!.c· all Briti...h Pm pcrt v found
lin thc' Hi gh SC';I'" alld that thc' ...a id Owncp' ...hall haw Om' H .ll f Hf all
Pr ilc'" and t lU' ..aid ( :oll1 pa n~ thc' "thn half. Vi i :

"I' IU' C:a pl;lin ...hall ha\I ' S("\'el1 Shaff"". tilt' Fi "'l I.ie lltt'lla llt allli
~b..tn fOllr Sh ;lrt·" cach, th l' Serond I. il'u tl' na nt ami D" n or tilT,'"
..ha rt·.. I'al' h . Ih,' C;I1I1111' r. B"a""ain. Carpl'lllt'r. Q ua rh·rma...h·r .
~ Ia ... trr"" ~ la t , · . an d I' ri, c' ~Lt..tn " ;lIld t ilt' C aplai n IIf ~bri ll e" ('adl
{\\I 1 ...ha n'... .\ It lr ....... T "lIin'" O llc' atld a ha lf ..hart' ear h, all P ri\';l!c'"
"nl' ..hart' ea l"h a m i "II BIl\ '" ha lf a ...hart· t',nh of a ll p , i/.I'....

That a ll Entnpri/l·... ;It 'Sl'a lOr Oil S ho n' "ha ll 1M' "ok h dil'n ln\ 11\
tl\l' Captain, . "

' ["ha t t lwrt· ...halll)!" F in ' Il I';ld Shan'" I'llll' _l:' in 'll ICI lllI' m'ISt dl'''''''\ '·
in.t: ~ lc-ll Ir, Ilf adjlldgnl ,,~ Ihl' CUlllm iu et·.

If ;ltlY O lll' in a llY Elll!a,gl'Illl'1l1 ...hullld I" ",· a I.l'g to r a n .\ n ll . Ill'
...hall rl'n·in' IhITe' I l lllld Jn l l ), r1 Lrr" cHlt o f Ihl' EfTc'("t" takc·J J.

If a ny l' n .... 'll c1 i.... ,lll'\ h i.. O llin· (" .... Cr, mllland, d l'",' rt hi" () ILII'l I' I''''
"I' ah"('1\t h illl..r1f for I h~' "' Ilan' "f T wt'Jl\ ) four H o ur" "il hlll~ 1.,'a \'C·
" f hi.. S upnillr ()flin >r... or ll"" ;111\ Fellla le Pr i...tllHT ind c"l' lHh Ill"
"h~d l fo rCc·it hi ... Shan' "I' S!l;trl·... III till' C"mpall\ an d hc' lia bit' ' '' .....11' Ii

John Tillingha..t . C apt.
Samuel \\·c"' to ,t. Lieutenant
Jalx·7. \\""..t 'OI . ~ la"'lcr

JO"f'ph Viall. 1"1 Prizr- ~I a..tcr
J o.....ph Pnk. ~d Lieutenant
(;corgt' B. Allen . Qunrtcrma...t cr
Jonathan Sloan . Gunner
Xathan Brown . Gunner's man
Xnthan Potter. Carpenter
jnmc-,Su-pheu-on . Boatswain
[ Xcxr name r-ut out from paper]
l Iuncan ~ lcFarland [ inkc'd nUl]
Da niel Corl'y . h id male
Iknjamin [inkn l nUll
.\ h ija h Potta . Capl. of ~brilll"'

() I n (' ~ \\"a la llla n
\\' ill iam \\'a tc'nn <t ll
Sa lil.l n \,'a ttTlllan
rS a nll' ..rra tl'ilt'd o ut J
Jon atha n Sn,1I
Tho m a... \"illia lll" [na ll\c'

SlTat d ll'd tliitl
\\' ill i,lI11 I)a \"i... [ in ked tllIt ]
Bcn jam in Sim" 2d ma tI'
J rrllll .-\ n,gu". Cfll bwai n
j rN'ph S heldon.

Ca l"Jwlltn'" ~ lale

P,TU \ \"at erm a n. hi" m ark
eCla r Bli". wok. hi ... mark
j"hll G n 'l' llI·. lli... mark

Sanuu-l Rho de-. hi.. mark
Phil ip \\'a lm..It- ~ . hi.. m ark
Samue-l Brown
Prime Powep' . h i" mark
Oli\T r Parkr-
Danie-l Harte. h i.. ma rk
(;ellr g:1' Bmw n..\ rIlwr
Calvin Halliwell. (T10ptT

William Havt-n... pri ...me-ter rsic
i'.l·lx·d("I'Shaw ! '
Hl'IM;,lh B"kn
Ik n ja m in B;,gk~

\\'111 . I. ind..a y ~ la..tl'r \ . ~Ia!c'

S ;,tIMllid jt'lIk". Stcw a,,1
Je'nja T Ull le
1" ' ln Ingn fiC' ld n
1 1 1'I1I" ~ f la rr i...
S.lIn l Spin'r
Salrll"n ( :a f\ ' '/
J o hn Id l'
E1ij;lh Ide
J a , oh Bm\T JI
!-:I wtll' l n Sflll<kr.. l;lJ

"'Lrd I Llh h
.\ h r;tha m .\ ngd l
l' h ilip Sit-ad J r.
()]i\Tr Skad
./' '' ''Ilh ( :,,!r-
.\ lIlO" ThllrJlI'r. hll~

./ t"' . 11 ('\\1·... J)otl r.
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~I E \ 1 B E K S ( w nt in ucd )

.\ l i, s J ud ilh E. l lodg-e

.\ lrs. Em t'st C. Hu...d tke
[ " ' I Gr ....nwit·h, R. 1.

.\ I r. Ed l" lrd T.If~an
R umford . R. I

.\ I r<. Edw a rd T. lJo~a ll

R umford , R. I,

.\I i" Marv C. llog-a n
P""I" .-kr l . R. I.

.\ If. .\ . T u m hrid gl' Horton
Mrs . .-\. T Hl\\blithl:t· Horron
.\ If> . Chal k s C. Horton

R umford , R. I.
Dr. R'M,.. IJ j ohnson
.\ 11". Roswell j l l11l1\OII
.\I r. v. Duncan j oh nson
.\I r<. V. Duncanjohn son
T he lion..·\ Ifn·d II . j oclin
.\ I r<. Alfn-d 11 . j oclin

Rri'lo!. R I .
TIll" 11 011. T hollla, F. Kd ll'her
.\I r. .\ rnh........• B. Kellv
.\ I r. j oh n T . Kirwa n '

l a" P""" idrnn ', R . I.
\ Ir-.} llm T . Kirwa u

lasl Prol 'id<" nc(",R , L

.\frs. Paul R. I.add
l asr G rr <"n ...ich, R. I.

FI',ll1t 'i, X . La f'r ance. 1-: <;11.
.\Ir. Elwood E. Leona rd . Jr.
.\ 11". ~t'\llOn P . L eonard
.\ Ir s. Arthu r D, Levin
Luther R. I.t·l\ is. .\1.1).

lIa rr inll;ton. R. I.
.\ I r~ . Phil1 illSLi ll ihridw'

Ea' t G '...·n ... i..h, R . 1.
.\lrs. Rol H' rt \1. Lo rd
.\ I r'<. Ch;uk s Lou ..d wk
.\lrs. \\"ilJia lJl F. Lunuir-

S,·,'konk, ~ 1.1! ' .

\ ll's. Ht-h-n .\1. .\lat(~n · g(l r

.\ Ii" 1J,·I,·n \ 1. .\ \;I'collih

.\ l l's. Frau k H ..\l a ll' ·I·
\ Ir... E, lrlltu lt! C. .\ l a ~ o .,I r.

Easl ( ;""'nwich, R , 1

.\ I r. T imothy.J .\11Ca n by
\1 1'. Wiliia rliJ. \l.(;a ir

C rall' to n. R. I.
.\I I'. Fl',llik J. .\"'< ;"c

~E \\'

\1 r. 1I'·llry P. Eldredge
E,ut Gr «nwich, R.1.

.\ Ir' . Lh-nrv P. Eldredge
L ut 'C r«nwic h, R. I.

\ Ir. John G. Erhard t. J r.
S..~Lonk. Mall.

\ fr . Ph ilip L. Erickson
Rumford, R. I .

.\ Ir. Stt" ph en Fa les
CraMton, R. I.

M r. Frall( ' i ~ R . Foley
.\,hlon. R. I.

\ I r. R. .\lh<'ft Ford
xt-, L wwnce S. Gates
Xonnand E. Gauvin. .\I.D.

B...rrin~ lon, R. I ,
.\lrs. Robert II . Gt,,(Jf"Kt'
vtr. Wa lter F. Gibbons

War..·id :" <,,< k, R.I .

\ 11'. T llnllla s D. Gidl{'\·
.\I r<; . Thoma, D. Gidle\"
\1 1'. EJ I~ a rd L. ( ; nys.J r.

I.ln..oln, R. I .
.\fr. Eric .J. .\1. ( ;od fn'y
.\ If. Willia m R . Goldht·~

P" " lud.,r l. R. I.

\ Ir, . William R. Goldh..·rx
Pa" lud ,..I. R. L

.\I r. jcremiah] . Oorin
P"" lud r t. k. L

.\11. J oh n Gorh am
:"onh Sci tua t.., R. I.

.\1rs. C lilTol J II . Griffin
Wa n..'i,·k. H. , I.

.\11'. Ih un ' S . Il ag-g-"Tt\"
w a r.. ick, R .'I ..

\I r. \l ul'l"\'.\1. l Ialpvrt
\ Ir s. 'I'm \ Ill" .\1. Haniv. .1 r.
.\I r. C' "org-" A. I Iawkin,

Ha rr ingt on, H. . I.
.\ I N . C eo l g-t' A. 11;11\ kins

Bar~ i n <: l o " , R. I.
.\ fr . Amo ld I. . I Ia n's. Jr.
.\1rs. A rn old L. I layt ·s . .f r,
.\1r. Ra v L. lld h wr
.\f r, lhrlit'lJ. II ig.g- ins
.\ f 1"'< . I) an i"l .J. I h l.!gi11'

.\ lrs. Ben oit F.ll ill.."r.

:\A \lE "; fcutui nued ]

David Read p ril t' - .\J;...u-r
Sih t'J1( lS. Smith
Prc-ervr-d \\' h ippk
Tho -,..\[uo n ·

IfUJ7 t o . IUt::ll i ( ]1)./967-

.\1r-. Cou rtland Ch.unberlain
\\'a r..ick. R. I.

.\1r. I Icrum n B. Cha ', ·
R umford . R. I.

\ I r. .\ Id\'in .\. C lwlIli, k
Ch ari !'" E . Clapp I I . 1':" 1.
~ l l~. Chark-, E. ( :Ialll' II
\ I i..s Rae B. Condon

1''''''I" rI.''I, R. L
.\11. 1."0 T . COnllnl "
.\1r. .I,,!In.J. C lnknl·id l

:"on ,'ood, ~ I ~".

\ 1r. \\' illia lll .\ . C u rra ll
.\ 11 " Rober t Spink I b \ i_
.\ I rs. C 1I a r1l-, I LlIllilto ll Ib \' isoll
.\ I r . Barn ' 1.. I)n '()( '
.\frs. I I..,.;'\' I. . 1) ' ·I 'Ot ·

\1 r..-\ lo-xa ild 'T .I . I >i rll" "
P..,,,,,, J) " lr , R . I.

~ I I " . ,\ ll' xalJdt'T .I. I l ilrlt·o
1',.,,,,," 1>.11,·, R I.

.\ Ir..\ndww A. J liPId"
\\'nl g" rringlon, R.

~ I i ..s ;'\";tl;tli,· I>lI 11 !Ja l'
.\11'. .I .II IU·' 1'. Eldn

1I ~H'i n ll: l un . R. I.

12H

J o hn H t ' III 's

El isha .·\ Itl rit h
P..-u-r Ho pkin.., h is mad..
Peter Smi t h

TIlt' a rti t I,·.. o r au rce-uu-ru an' d ea rly w rittcn in what a p pt';lrs 10

rh i.. w r iu-r ;I .. Iht' ha nd o r Theodore Fo..tcr and the fir-t portio n of
t hc' rm-n'v 1I00Illt·.. a rt- in the" <ann- ha nd \l ril in l:!. with t hr- e)((q)tioll o r
j ona tha n Sn 'tt \Ihn appMl"n ll ~ ..il.,'lwd h~ h im-elf. ." I;lrting: with
Pr ime 1'01\1''''. t he ..ig:Il 'II Urn an' h~ t he- men and SOIl1 (' o r tilt" sil:!na 
tu n-c arc ;111 hut im kri p lwra hle..\ q ue..tion mark ha .. Ix-cn placed
a fter r.u h 1l;1I11l' that Wit .. q ut·..l ionahlc.

F.-In /IInr I ,

\ 11'" En-d ...i. k E..\ lkin,, '"
:"" lI h I'ro , 'id r " ..,·. R. '

.\ 11-. Emih- . \ UI::' 'f
C r"n<loTl, R. I

.\tr .... \ II M·1t II . Bilk" 1
S'·rl..onl.., ~ I." , .

.\11.. \ 1111." 11\ S.wt;! Ib lh;II;1
xr., \\" i1lI,II;' R . Ib t ll I II

l. illn ,l n. R I '

.\h. Ketun-rh \1 Ht·.IH·r
Hdt r i n ~ t o !l . K, I

\ II. .Io\(·pl. ~ l. lkl n" l ..ill
.\It , . .I"" v h .\l. lk lllsl,·ill
.\1 r. .Ioh II II. Bli, h
.\I r~ . 1'.. 11 1I,'rC. /1." ,111
.\11" Thoru.r-, ,\. Be." "1'

:\",th S.. il'll.I I'·. R , I

.\1 1'. J ohn ""'11 11 Bril l

.\tr , . [ohn F"1I 11 /ll ill

.\1r . t'1 " " ;ll d ( ;. 11 1'11\ 11

.\ I rs. II (;I "'lll H I ll I \l 1

.\l ls. ,Ioh n 1'. Cu ly
~t> rrlo S.. it" "u·. K I

~ Ir . "1"110 '1 11,1' I' . ( :;lI n dl
:""1'110 S.-it" ",,·, K. I.

:\l ls, .I"'l'ph E. Camlllo l



x E \f .\ 1 E ~ I B E R S n l ilt inned
:>Ol r' . D . L . :>OIcC;o \\ a n

ILrrin~ton , R. I .

:>O lr~ . W.lI('nn. .\k.\Lt' lt' r
War" id ; :-;..ck, R . I

.\I r. .Iuliu, C. ~l i c had"OlI

.\1.-'>. j uliu, C. :>ot ichad o;o; lIl

.\1r. John Morrie
:>01.-, . J ohn .\I o n i,
.\I r. F nrderick .\10' (" III

B"rr i n~lOn , R. 1
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