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Act fo r All Reason s -
Revolutionary Poti rics and .:\Ia }' 4, l i 76

On tlH" m orning- of :\Ia y .1. HUH , Jame~ S. Sl at er,
tow n I letk of Smi thfield a nd n'~ idl'llt of Slan-rs
vil le , hun g the Un ited Stares rta~ from tilt' porch
o f h i-, honu- a nd a unou nrr-d tha i 111' ron siden-d
rlu- da y ;j holiday . An a n tiq ua ria n o f local repute.
Stllt 'l ha d completed some p,odi~iou~ rr-sean-h in
hi\torka l dOl umems: he had decided rhar withou t
rhe shadow o f a dou bt Rhode Ivland had been the
fir\1 (uloll\ to decla re its inde pendence fro m
Gn'al Brit a in o n ;\Ia y -I , 17i6 , The da v. 111 Slater's
opinion , deserved ce lebra tio n a nd he began a o ne
ma n campaign 10 rescue vt a v -I fro m oblivion.'

Alrho ug h he became the obj«1 (If joke!> a nd
r idit ul e. Slater co n n n ued rc d icpl av ba n ne rs a nd
bunu ng nn ha home everv \Ia y '1. Ob'>Mo"f'd with
tht' norton that the ac tion of \la y -I had bee n
u nj uvrlj ig:nored, he look his stor~' o f the da v to
the loca l p resv. A ~ h is crusade ga ine-d anenrion
a nd SUPIXl rl th ro ughout thl' vta te, it a bo d rew
cons idera ble cri ticism from a n llil l islS who believed
thar Rhode ldand's an ion - IWI) rnnmh s before
th e Der la rario n o f lndependenee - was nothi ng
mort" tha n a pol itical maneuv er o f sma ll Import .
Sidllt'), S , Rider . prolific writ er of Rho,lt, Is la nd
histor y a nd publisher of a pugnariou-, rev iew. sa id
tha i " Rhode Is land ne-ve-r made anv D"t Iaration o f
lndepeudence."! RUI Rider's plolt"l produced Iew 
er ripples than a pebble tovse-d into Narraganset t
Bay. Slatt'r di ~mis~ Ihe prole..t a nd n m tin ued to
sp lead th t" word about th e colon ~"s dtxlarat ion o f
in rlept'udencr.'

Slater's effo lt!> fina lly paid o ff whe ll he won
enou~h !>Uppoll to con n nce the Gt'f}t'ra ! A~t,("m '

bll o f the mt'r i t in >;omt' kind o f ~ ta tt'wide r«~

niuon . In 1908 Ih t' a~\f'mbh complirrl with a
sp('("ia l act lh al o fficia lly d t'sig;nalt'd ~Iay -I R hode

• \1 A. In :\ m o:'r ica n hi'lI)f~ , t ' n1\o:'t'I I\ ...f Rh lo:' 1 ~ldnd ,

\lr . l ..thnta\i t> i, pubhca flOn\ d ilt"(tlI l , Rh lt> "bnd
Ri, t>ntf'nni al ('.omm i~~ion ' Founda ti'>Il

Isl and Independenc e Dal .i Slat el , without m o
d, ,\ ty, an r-pu-d th e honor ific title- - "Father o f
Rh()l!t- Ivl.md Indt'pemkn(t> I)a y , " ~

Datl~hH'I '" of th e America n Rrvolurion In 1913
Ki i\T ItwiI ble ..~ i ngs to rhe (b y a nd erec n-d a
p l'HIIlt' in th e assem hlv room of 111I' O ld Stare
Hou se- IH rnemoriah« "the ar t (oll \l itut in g Rhode
ldand the fir ",t fret' and indepe-ndent repuhli, ' in
Anu-nra a nd as'tt"T1 in~ her a b..o lun- in dependence
o f En Kland ,"6 Fo r the D_.\,R , there wa s Ill) q uev
non a bou t what had happened lin \Ia" -I , l i i6 .

The pu hhr seemed 10 agree. Thr- Slau'r -D .:\ .R .
interpretauem o f w hat ha d ununed 0 11 \Ia\ ~

g radual lv beca me a n d( know IN:lg;("(:1 a nd accepted
part o f h i \tor~ . Celebrauon-, la IK!' and smal l have
ho no red the da v vmr e 1909 . The trad itio na l hiv
m rira l .UTOUllt o f :\Ia y -I - molded for the m ost
pa rt b~' th e r-am pa ig n a nd It'K<u \ IIf Jamelt S .
Sla ter - ha v been so pcrvuavrv e. a nd in man e
wa ve so appeal ing . th at II 1);1 \ now g011t' vir rua lfv
uneha lle-ngt-d fOI gene ra uonc. Onl v recentlv han>
h l\!orian ", begun 10 rea s se ", ~ Ih e nadiuonal inter 
pn-rauon . Despil e recent \( hobl \tup, th e uad i
, io na l verviou contin ue s to Ill'llM'tUillt' itv-H in the
h istorical luera ture.'

A ( I" ..cr look at th e- hisroriru l Inord vho ws tha t
tht, g('II('ra l aswmblv purposefullv ;J\oidcrJ drrlar
inK independence on l\lay -1 , 1776. :\101(' impol
tant, Ihe anion takf'n b~ lhe a \\('mbly in no wal'
\f' \'ert>d Ih t' co lol1\"!> lit's ..... ith tht, Br ili ~h empi re
Of with Ihe ~O\'emin~ a u, hori t ~, or I~arl iamen t.

On Iht' o tht"r hand, the a ~ 'tt'mbll d Id lenOUIl( f' Ihe
colo ny '!> a llt'Kia lice to I\. i ll~ Gt'OrKe III. BUI the
dl(f t'lell l-e be lwt"t"11 a rf'll unt'ia tioll o f a lle~ la nce

a nd a d n lara tio n o f indept:ndr-Illf' i~ n uda!.
There is no q llt'\t ion Ihal Rhod r h land leaders



I) .A R . I'laq,,~ '" lJu a"nnbh 'H"m oj l h~ Old ." 'aU
/1 ,,,, \1' ",~ "",,,al'~l".1I: R J" ,d , h la" d ', ~a,h ad "I md~,'~n

<In" ~ n~a"" f I II~ l("" ~T"",nrl of (;~"TI(' III

' l lOll ~h Iavor ed independ ence ill ' pll n~ 1776 .
Stephen Hopkm v and Samuel Wa rd . dt'It'~a l f''' 10

the Connnenral c:o ng rt'..... advoca n-d a mOH' to -
....·a rd independence. "I want nOlhin~ more hut am
u'ad\ ro dee la re Ourwlve.. independent ." pro
claimed. Ward a ' I'Mh a.. Xovember 177:1,
Nathanae l Gu'('nl' also bel ieved rb.u policie.. of
G rea t Britai n Iorr ed thr- co lo n ie.. r lov-r " to the
m-e-..,ily 01 makiuu a dolarari cn 01 indepc n
dens-e." li t' lhollJothl lhe o n ly wav o f pre..en 'i nK
colo n ial nght -, wa .. bv brea kin g the conner-non

wirh Engla nd . Ina letter 10 Wa rd , Greene rer-nm 
mended "from th e Sincerirv of m~ H t'M I, readv at
a ll rim es 10 bh-ed in m v CoUIlIT\" " Cause. a De-
r lararinn o f Indt'p,-nd e-nre.?" About the same ume
Thoma.. Paille ' , radical pamphlet Co m mon .'Inl.\,.
wav publi shed . S(XlIl adv ernsed bv Rhode Istand 'v
two printer s, i t I'\('nlual'" hl'lpl't! to eunvert ma n y
hom a moderate tour<;e 10 the ca u v- IIf iudepen 
deuce. The in flut'IIH' of Common Sf'IlJf" wa.. re
ma-kable and rnanv rolon i..ts ....TH' awa re that I I
operated " mo» po....-e- rfullv tn rln- nu nd, o f the

people." Odt'Kal f' Wa rd remarked rhat Paine' <
wri lin!'; s had co nvidera ble impar t nn citin 'm of
Ph iladel p h ia .'

De legare-, 10 Ill(' Conunen tal Cnll~rt'.... in
P hi la del p hi a realized rha t public cennmen t
th ro u gho ut Ih l' colon ies grl'W quic kly III favor of
a ll a n of m depe-ndenre . Franc! .. L ightfoo t Lee of
Virg- in ia obset ved rhat act ion on the- question wac
UOi far off . John Ad am.. a..kt'd Ihl' \la~,,;l( hu,t'lt,

Ge nera l COU ll win it had no t }"I'I given "povmve
In..trurtion.. to vour own dl'k~att·.., 10 promnu
Jndependen cv.' ,.\.. debate in C()n~l l'" s " mov ed
c loser 10 der i..ion. St ephen Hopkins wrote home
request jn g p U'ti'o(" in~tnlCtiom about how he
..hould ,0Ie .18 II I' a ....umed tha r rhe ge ne-ra l aswm
blv . ready 10 convene in it s ..pring 'o("....ion . would
an vwer hi .. qll('r~ a nd auth orize hi .. anion...

When the general a vcernblv IlWI on \ Ia " I , 1776 ,
it -, [irvt order of bu ..IIlt'vs w a .. ddl' lI'ot, of the col 
o ny and -.t>!t't non of mili tary ol firer... :\hh()lI~h

artua l r ombat had not take-n plac'l' wi th in border s
of the ro lony. Rh od e' lvla ndr-r s feare-d a n invasion
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,,, Bruivh lout", who had u '(('llIh t' \ ;J(ua lnJ 80\
tOil, EHt'lllril' - ,ome cal led him drunk 
Colonel H enrv Babcock reporu-d to Go\t>rnor
Xichnla.. Cooke that "t he re ar t' now se-ven squa re
rigd ve....t'h cra ndmg in for :\'t'\"IM)f1 and must
bt'~ ~ Oll would irnmediarelv m d l" one thousand
men In OUI a..vi..ranee ." BabelMI.. m'l\ hav e nver 
reac ted . hut h ... "'!il:hllll!il: uf Brruvh ..hi p-, appt'ars
not If) have b-en a halhn-ina uon . and hi .. fear,
we-re tvpiral of manv a r the IIm(". Apprehe-n ..ion
wa ....o n-alrhat the a ssem blv had swirr hed il"
mt't·till~ pial 1- for Iht· sp r in g ..t·....inn from Xew
port 10 Providenc e.'! Salt- h o m u 'al h o f mara ud 
ill~ Rriti ..h ..h ip... the a ..sem blv plOl t't'lIl'd to p lan
ddt·n\l·... A meas ure was pavwd 101 p lOCu rmg

,hUH']., to 1M' used m prepara tion of ea rrhwor ks
a nd ruher Io rrilir at ion.., Mili tia (om pa ni t,.. and
It''g inw lIl '' we-re leolganiJ"d to p lo \ idt, ade-qua te
IJrotlTli(m in individual rommu niue... The a....em 
Illy \'IIII-d In r-onstruct a Ion at Hruv e-rtai l Poi nt on
COIMnicut lela nd . II e lecte-d offin·r .. and granted
commi ....io ns, II peered l(xlkoUh a t 'lTa lt'~i(

point , 10 watch for impending approach of
enemv IJOOp...l 2

Ilt>"pllt' ext envive militarv 'olht 'Illt>, and pt{"(""au
liom t'xn-m t"d in ..upporl of armt"d If'bt'llion .
a ..\("mbl~ mt'mbt'r'i wert' 'illll all lex, a"'-art" alld
.-.omt'what '>(·H-t::onsnou\ 01 Iht'ir I)()\ i l io n a .. colo
nial \lIbjn:I" of Ihe crown. On ~Ia )' -t. whell tht"
qllt"ilion of independence .....a .. a l (;t ..t hrou~hl 10
Ihe fliMn. lIIt"mbt'r'i n t't'd t'd no It'minder lhal !t'l';al
Iy and I(,fh nird lly they were o Hict' ls o f a colony
thai 1t'lIIa in ed pari o f tht" Rri ti..h t"lllpire . tha i they
Wt'le H"(lu irt'd 10 swear indi \·idlla l a nd IX'r sona l
a llt'Kia lHt' 10 Km~ Geor~e III.

By t';l rly 1776 th i'i oalh of all t'g: iann- made little
..ell'o<". O n t" O IJon ist. a fter li ..li llK a S('I 01 cha rg:t·s
a~a il1\t lilt' king: . bt'liend Ihe monaRh h;1(1 fo r
It' il t'tl "'tht · allt'~ia fl(-e o f h is subj('('l\" by ha ving
brol..t·1I "C ha rters solelllnl )' ~ra nu"(l by hi .. pledt' 
(t'.......n s." No ma n , Ihe paUiOl conduded . could
e nd ure ..11fh ut'a lment b,. a king "'and slill p ro
po\{" 10 cOlllinue h is suhjt"'Cl.... T ho'o(' who cou ld .
only ...bt'lray Iht" 1II0'i1 im porta nt inter~ls o f their
counlJ~- ." AsSt'm bly members alw It'''Cogn ilt'd the
absurdil~ of mwing a llt>gianct' 10 Iht' king a nd al
tht' samt" lime maintainin~ a sla lt" o f men rt'bt' I
!ton." ~ide'i mannin~ I<X-al dt'ft'n'>t"'i. Rhode
Island troo~ had already laken up arms againsl
Ihe kin~'s regulaT\: tht"y had ga rriwnt'd ..it'gt"

111I('s around Bo-ron viuce " IJ r l ll~ 17i5 . marched
wuh lk llt"(li n Arnold 10 QlId)("( . ..mrme-d thai
impll·!(lIablt· Io n re ....-cil\ . .. till a ttacked Br rn..h vev
\t'b o n rill' hi gh \t"a , . "Lh ere- 't(·t·IIU'tl no g reater
ilOln. n n vuper io t h'I)(l(li" , than the- rnandarorv

o ath o f a ll l'gia lUt' 10 th e kin!il: bv o fficia h o f rbe
In "ulgenl r-olo nv.

RITO"h d u nOI revea l how ttw IlUIU-1 concern 
ill~ oarh.. ca me 10 1)(' inuodu. ed in Ihl' Hon -e of
DqJUl it·\ . the lower house. Oth er dOlumt'nh of
the IX'r uMI iudicare thai lilt' vubjer t rau..t'tl"a
d ebate." hUI dl'laih of argument v alt· nOI known .
1101 is it r k-ar if the a ..se m hlv t (lIlSit!l-lt'd que..nons
01 allt'g:ia1ltI' and imk-pendeno- <I I tilt' ..ami'
l illlt' .ll

In ;1II' t·\TII I. the g:ene lal a ....e-mhlv decidrd to
;tho li..h the nadiuona tlv n-qu in-d ' huh s. On S:u 
ur da v. :\-tlY -I, it vo red ro H'IJr'a l rlu - "An for the
mon- d lt'f1l1al st·t uring of H i, Majt's ty the Alleg-i
<IU((' o f II i.. Subjt"f'h in thi\ lIi \ Colonv and
Dominion of Rhode lvla nd and Providem t· P la n 
1'll iOlI' ." "lh r-, an ion - "0 ohl'n ca lled a declara 
lion of independence - wa-, acruallv It'll uncial io n
of al1t'~i'Hl( t" . I )

Gnu'rnO! Cool..e 'lot'nt a 101" o f Iht · a f I with a
1t'lI l"r In Thoma \ Cu\hlll~ of ~la ' ''';lt hU\t'II 'i, "T h l'
t'nd o \t"li an pa..sed. Ihe uPI)('r hon\(" t1nanimou..J~ .

and IIIl' 10 1·' houS(" by a \·a ..t majnril\': Ihl"re
bt'inR up ard.. of s i x l ~ mrmh"",, pre\('nt . and onl~-

six \ o tt" \ aKain\l il. ... O rlt' hi slolian "u"I)('('1\ Iha l
Ih (" ..ix d l \\("llIi n~ \'OIt"i " m i!il:h l ..... ("11 hale bt't' n
ca\! h~ tht" deplIlie.. of l\'t"wpmt."'l • II l\' l"wpo n
dl"le!':;lU's did lake a \land aK<lillSl Iht' n' nuncia
!ion at I - re(ord .. art' <l Ka in ..iknt o n Ihi \ po illl
- it wo uld haH' bt-t-n no ..u rpri ....·. l':t'wpon "from
tht· ..tall ha l bored p ro · Brit ish u rrit 'iab a nd me r
c ha nts.", l

Rut wha l o f indt'pt.·m! t·n ce? Hopkin s had
,uUKh l a defini ti ve Slale !lle lll rt'Rard inK indepen 
dt"T1( t' , yet Ih t' a o for renu nciat ion of a llt"giance
T1 t'\Tr t'\ 'en me nliont"d Ihe .....old. After con..ider i n~

wha l kind of IIIstruction il should 'o('nd (0 lI o p
k ins. Iht" a\wm bly hed,!i;ffl and I ho'o(" 10 dodge a
condusi\'e ans""er 10 the qut"'ition .

(',ooKe . in a leHer 10 1I0 pk lll ", lold ",'h~ tht'
a..\{"mbl~· had nOI pa..M'd a dt"daralion of indepen
dt'nct" - " Ilt"pendenq ' is a Wur d o f '>0 equi\'Ocal a
Mt'a n inR. and halh been u'it'd for \lIch ill pur
po'>t"'i. a nd I ndept"ndenc~' ..... i lh man~' hont'St and
iRlloralll pt"Ople ca rn' ing Ihe Id t'a o f t'lernaJ Wa r-



12 .-\ CT

fa re. the Comminee though t i t hr.·\1 10 a void
maKin~ t o f ei the-r o f them." c.o"Kf' outli ned
h u ..... the IO f"1 hou'tt" , a fter P<I \\lnlC n-nunciauon
of a fleg ia m e . veued 10 la ke a poll o f " rhe Sen-e- o f
lilt' lnhabi ranrv al large upon IIw Qut'''ion of
Independence ." Tht' uppt-r hou....· o ppo v-d a can 
\' a"ill~ of l tJll \liIUf'Ill ~ . p<llnllng OUI Ihal while
popular ft't'hn g Iavore-d inde-p ende-tu t-. ma ny of
Itll' individua l 10 .....11\ did nor. A \'i \ilol In Rhode
lvlaud a l ltl(' linH' noted "rhar 22 towns in tilt"
(;O\Tl nnU'1II Wt'f( ' fOl Indt'pt:mlt'nf }' ." 'A

Cooke e xpl a ined 10 Ho pkm -, that the- uppt'r
hllll~ wished to a voi d " the Appearance of OJ\-i
vion rhar wou ld be in jurious to lht· Common
Cause ." Bevide... rhe uppt'r hOI"'" a ntic ipated a
d iw uwion of independence in Con~rt'.... and it
""..umed th at a dec iviun b ) publrc referendum in
Rhode hl and wou ld lak e 100 long . In- read . sa id
(,.ooke. rhe uPI.·r hnu ..... concurred with ren unr ia 

uon o f alle/(i ,Ill( t' and wuh im lJ lI( lion\ to Ih t'
de-legate.. in llll' C ouunemal C OIl/(U''' , ho rh of
which had bt-en IM"t'd by the lowl'l hnu ....· . l~

A~ ....-m hly III\U lIl lion" 10 Hopkiu-, a nd Will iam
Ellt'ry - Sa muel Wa rd had du-d on :\Iard\ 26 ;
Ellery wa s e ler-te-d 10 lep lan' him - we-re juvr 01 \
vague 011 lIldq.'ndt'm·f" . Afra id lhal a ~t'neral df'·
I la ra t io n o f indt ' lX"nd t" llu ' b\ Illt' lJnllt't1 ..o loni ... \
m i/(hl threal f"1I li Rhl " and frt't-tlom .. tlf Rhode
hland il\ general a ..wmbh' o n l\- a Ulhuriu'(J Ho p 
kinS and EU...n 10 "UPIXlrt " Iht' mml IlJopt'r mt""d 
SUIt'S (or promollllg and ..ontirminR Ihe "lTlne\!
union and ..onlf"dt'Talion ht-IWt't'1l Ih .....a id l ' n ilt-d
('.nlonies'" a nd In rXt'Tl Ihell "'lJlm m l abililies in
ca rr ying on Ih i.. j lJ\1 and tltTt'S.....U)' wa r. in whil h
we a re en/(agt'd ,l~ain"l nut'! a nd u n na lural Ene·
m il'S. in Ihe mu '>l \ 'iROrou" lnalllll'l . IIl1lil pt',HT
sha ll be reslu ll' d 10 lhe \aid Co lo nie... a mi lh eir
righ ls a nd hl_M"rl i e ~ \t'c urt'd upon a ..n lid a nd pt'r ·
ma ne nt ba" i"." Tht· IIlS1fUliiOTI\ ind udt-d a n im·
pnrlan l canllo n: "T a k ing g realt'\! ca rl' 10 secure
10 Ihi s co lo n \'. III Ihe ~trongt'..l and 1Il0~1 perft'C1
manner . il s prt'WIII e'ola b lis h ..-d form . and all Ihe
power s o ( !';o\t·rll mt'nt . 0;0 far 01 \ relale 10 il s in ler
nal polil'e and c(lnd un of o ur own .1lfalf\. ci\il
a nd relig:iou...... In mher words, Ihe a ....embly
warnt'd it'> delf"g:alt·!> 10 make no df"ab or pal h
wllh Ihe o lhl' r ('lIlo nit'S Iha l ~·OIdd jt'l)pa rdile
Rhode bland '" 'Hllo llo m y. LiKe lilt' renu ndallon
art . i n~tr ul timl\ lIIddt' flO d in 'f1 Illt'll110fl o( inde
pt· lld t·ncl" alld ~ra lllt'li 110 a u thori lY 10 \"Olt' in
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C.'oo ke. ho we-..e-t. wu h lillie di fficull \ hoppe d a
narrow \ \)]o!l: i\li.. st rea m o f th o ught a nd uuet 
pr eted a" sem bh H Ilt'S o n both lI'n UIlI ia riun a nd
dele l(:ale ,,' ilhlJunion" a s a ll e ut h uvia vnc nod lOT
Hopkin" and fllt'r y to von- for indt',X'ndt'flce If
the occa viou plt''ot'IIIt-d ir .....U ill COI!/(rt' ''>. In hi "
h-m-r 1O Il tIJlkin \ . thr- governor t'llt lHllaKrti Ilw
two delegu«-.. ttl Iq.;:ard aels 01 Ihe a"'t'mhly ,1 \

IHt''oI ripl il lll \ in cuppon uf il\(lt·l lt·n dellft ·. The
ddt'galt' '' ..tum id n o t "e-ntertain a Do ubt of lilt'
Sen ..... of the Cenera l ..\<'wmbl~ ' ." ( All Ike also in 
formed Gt'OT li!: t' w a vh ing ro n tha t the lo lon ) '"
r ongres..iona l ddt'/(al t' ~ were " in \ lJUl It'll and
aut hori zed HI jilin wnh a ny prince. ..101 te. 01 po 
temate for IIw v-cu ri tv o f th e colonies: a nd 10
adopt an .. l11 t'a\IIIt'\ that ma v be lh nughl PIUd t'1l1
a nd efft·n lla l."%1

Stephe-n I I ()pk i ll ~ see med 10 understand what
Conke m ea n t. lit, wrote 10 Ih e /(O\l 'III0r and
m ild ly .... nldcd hun for avoiding "a d irec r an vw et
10 mv quene-, (fJlHt·rnill .~ dependence 01 inde-peu 
deuce ." ~t'\'t ' rlht·lt·\\ . H opk in s <lg-I('t'(l tha i lh t'lt '
was "linle 100111 Itl doubt what i.. rhe opi nion o f
the Colo n) I 1·;III1t' frOtll . " Z2

Although Cookt' a nd H opkin -, under stood Iht'
:\Ia~' ... anion 01 \ "a 'tf'11..... o f Ihe A""'mhh ," \o rne
mt'mbt'rs of Ih f" 1f'li!: 1 ~laliH' h()(h dppan'lIlh' did
1I0t. In complt'u' ;1\ Ihe hi..lori("al u '( ord .. are. Ihe\

al lea'" di \C 10....· 111<11 th e six d t'pllue.. \<l'ho \Qlro
dKalllsl Ih t' renulI..ial ion an did n Ul o p po<,(" llw
a\'tf'mbl y'.. lII\ulItlion s 10 Ho p k in .. and [1It'I\ .
('.ooke reptll lt-d Iha l lhew imlrllflioll'o " pa ,,<,ffi
hOlh 11011 <,(" '0 /1,.mm ,. ..ontrad'CI"rlt,. : · ! l The r\\'o
lIl~a~ ure" Wt·ft· t'n,Hlt'<! .....paralt'ly . P rt'..umilhly Ih t,
..ix dis~e fllt' l~ "'IW n CllhillK in lht , i n\lttln ioll~

Wilh wh i(h 10 ar~lIt· .1\ lht'y had st'l'n in le llUlltia ·
lion of a llt·/(i'IIIH·. If lh t''tt' wa ywa rd six bt'1It'\'ed
th a i IIldept'm!l'll( e ~·a~ Ihe i 'o\ut' .II """ke in Ihe
\'Ille for Ihe renun..ial ioll an . or t'\ t'll if fo r ..omt·
rea ....m lhe)' f()lJJd nOI in good cHn....ien..e atqui 
eS('e in Iht' rrl.-al o f aJlt'gianl t", Ihe dis..... lIlers
though l olher\<l·iw alXlUl Ihe \OIe fm Ih e ill~UUI '

lions 10 H o p kin \ a nd EJler~· . Cookr's !>\ 1I0gislic
hop a fl lla lh · nM) ha \e bt't-n a lea p .

\ \' h t'lher or nO! lilt' a~<,{'mhll mt'a lll Ihl" r('nun ·
dalion of a ll t'~iafl(t' a nd lhl" ill'oU llll io lh to Ihe
dt' If"~a le ~ a .. "ym ho ls of the colony '~ ~llpporl fm
indept'ndt' nn" a .. Cooke a nd 1I0pki m rea soned ,
Ihest' mt'a ~U1n d id lIot lruly ""\'t'r Rhode Island
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hom rhc Briuvh ernpi te- 01 hom Ihe pll me ~O,

t'l llin~ alJlhOl ilY of Parliamem. The n-nu nc iauon
of a lleguuu e- orde-re-d rhe na me- and authorirv of
the klllJ.: 10 he omitred a m! suuc k hom a ll r om
mi\~ion\. wr ih and fI,alh\ pH·...ri bed b~ law , In
p lan' of th e- kin~( \ nann- wou ld appear "Tbe (;m 

I.'rnor and C()mIMn~ of 1111' E",f{/oh Cololl\ o f
Rhode lvland a nd ? ,m id l'm -r Plau ta tion v.v" :\0 
IhinR in the au PU)( laimed the colon)' So()\ 'l:"rl:" IKn
Of independent In fMI , Rht)(1I.' Island conunued
In rl.'ft'l In il'>('1f a-, an EII!(Ii\h (olon~ u nut j ulv
HI, lii6 whe-n irs KI'nn~11 avemblv ratified the
l'kt laranon Ilf Indl'Ilt"lUil'nn",u

Cunouvlv eno ugh. rhe al I of allegiance that rhe
av,t'lIlhh repealed in order 10 renounce it, allegi 
ann' did not III anv wav provide for a rna ndarorv
oarh of lovalrv . The act revoked on :\Ia ~' -t had
been nr iKinaJl)' pavsed in 1756, fir" vear of th e
French and Ind ia n Wa r, a-, a 11"'1 oalh 10 he ad 
rnmivrered 10 Flt"r<oon, 'U'I)I:"('11'd of d ivloval rvro
th e king : The 1756 ar t vnpulated rhar any R hode
lvla nder who quevuoned Ihe aut horirv of " the
J.i.. inK'> a nd Qut't'n, o f G rf"al Bruain ." or of Par li 
amern 10 " ma ke law ' and vtaunev of vulf icient
fOH {' a nd vahdnv" 10 govern the empire, wou ld
rece ive " rhe- penahv IIf a pral" lIlunlT l:" ."'26 Thi s act .
fm Iht" IIIm l p;1I1 nh'tlIIt"11" 1,)- 1776. wa' Iht' la\<,'
H'pt'a ll"l:l Oil ,\ 1;1\ 'I.

T ilt' Rt" lwral a~\('nlhh r hn\(' In It'H)kl:" w hal il
ca lled a n "au of a l "'~i ,IIH I' " lh al in far I wa, 110 

t hi n~ lIIo r(" Iha n a n al I 10 puni 'h IIll fall hf u l , u b
jt"f" (If till" nnwll . I.ikl' it Iq .;i,lalltrl' co m po,t'd o f
aldll"mi'l \ , Ill(' <I,wmhly ,t'<lTdll'd rOI il Kolde ll
la \<,· lh ;ll I'all ll' Ih l" I lo, t·,[ 10 H'w mhlillK an all of
al k~i alln' , 'n ll' 1756 ,1 11 wa' lhl' ht"1 lh ey (ould
find .

Thi s '1l ,!.; ,!.; e' l~ t'\' I'1l mOl(' th ai lh e a~~t'm h l y

d l.'ad,. reco Klli/t 'd Iht , diff('n'Ill'{' h('lw('('11 a n an 01
JI'nuncia[i on and a derlarali on o f indep('mkIK{',
and Iha l il lOok al tion on ly ahl"r ca refu ll,. ca l
c u la t inK a nd pl a n ni llK a mon', Its political actioll
on l\la y ·l was j u" a' p n'ci,t" and ' plocif ic a, Iht'
m ili la r)' llJ('a~utt'~ it had fl;IS\I"(! t"ar lit'r in Ihe
' prinR ,{'ssio ll. O nn ' lht" a'>,,'m bl,. ha d a~<,("s \t'd

th e poh tira l reali li f" s, onre it had judK n:l. th e COI1
fiKuralion o n lht" (-ht""htJa rd, Iht" It"Ki..lalllTe de
('idn:l. Iha l tht, killK wa, d ( tlll\'en it"llI larKel and
rela li \'I"I,· {'xpt'mlthlt". I-"or many rt"a\On.., a rt'n un
cialion of a llt",!.; iall<t", ra lhn Ih an an o utriKh l dt"
dara lion of indt"lx'ndelln', ....Ii,fil'd Ihe as~mbl y 's

dl'SlI1' a nd tfn- 1Il, 1·" il \, In ma ke a poli ur al vran-.
nu- m.

It i , nOI unn-avmah le to a vvurne- tha t rhe avsem

bl v Wl"iKhrtl it-, a. uon wi th I'Xa( IIU"S a nd rote
tho ugh t. Fare-d wuh the nr'r e-....itv of answeri ng
H opkins' qUI'!\' , confro nted with an irksome oa th
o f allegianr e. and aware nl rhe climate of o pinion
tha t fa vor ed illdt"pl 'mklu I' th ro ug hout rhe ('010

ni es. rbe a""t"mhh Jt'al ill:"ti rha r the li me had COIllI"
for a '!rokf" of !,olit' of come kind . Ot her (010
nie' had al readv ta ken de-ivive 'Il:"p' indirer tlv
re lated 10 the que-non 01 independence. Sourh
Carolina had made a rrrcuitouv move to wa rd
in depe ndence on vtarr h 23. 1776 when it, pro
vincial CunK!t"~ aurhorized us delegates III Ph ila 
delphia In appnnl.' an,' meavure "necevsarv tor the
dt"ft>nst", -.nuri" , inwre« . HI welfare of Ihis colonv
in particular , and of America in general ." Then .
on :\Ial(h 26 , the lolou, adopted il .. own consu
ru non . IM\' in .~ rhe Wil~' fur IIldepl'ndf"1ll govern
mente ill I"aeh of Iht, ('(,Ionit"'->. Xo nh Caroli na on
April 12, 1776 unanimouvlv empowered liS dele
gates 10 "('()IIt'l n wi lh the de legates of o ther co lo
nie, in dr-dari n~ ind ependenrv." :\(a , s.achU SClh
Oil :\Ia ' I I"nat'll,l a Jt"'ohll io n th at replaced th e
name and "' ~ lI h' of th e kinK o f G rt"al Brita in " wit h
th e name o f Iht" "'GoH'rn rnt"1lI a nd JX"Op le of Iht"
:\Ia ' '>ilc-hll\t' lh H;I ~ , ill l':l:"W Engla nd" Oil a ll ci\ il
c-olll mi s,ioll ' , wrih ;11111 PICllt"~'W'" nfl aw. 27 It IS
po,~ih l t' Ihal word o f lh l'''' ml:"a ~lIrl:"~ reach n:l.
Rhodt, h land !>dort" i" gr-nnal a'..I'm.,l y mt"1 on
:\Ia )' '1.2"

Tholl.c;h RIHlllt· ""'nd '" acl of T1'llllllriaIiOn did
nOI difft'! ill kind - no (01011)' a s )'1'1 had man
dated ih dt"k~;III" In \"O l!' for indt'I>I'ndl'!l{e - il
did difft'r lIlarkl,ll )' in dl 'KIlT>Rllllll t, hland wa s Ihl'
fir ~l nllon y to T1·IlOlllKt· all t'gianlT In Kin K Gf"OrKe
III. As a T1',ult of i ... Inll,!.; tr;ulit ioll of autonom y a nd
III kt"qnllg Wilh ils hi ~lor )' a, a man'rirk , !t' lll lllcia
lion was phrast'd in laIlKliag-t' o f pr()l l.' ~l th ai no
folon y had dart'll 10 o fficia ll)' adopt.

Thl' act 0 11 :"Ia )' ,1 ""a' IllI' lo g ical le sult 01 IhI"
co lo ny' .. stlSla im,d ddl'n ,>e o r ri ,.;hls Iha l ils co lo
n i\l\ 1X"li t,\·t"d Wt"1 1" g llara n lt't'd hy lht" cha Tlt'r o f
166~ , Kra nlt' d h)' C ha l le, II . The !thera l c ha ner
Ihal \t'1\'1'd 10 in rrf'a ,,' ",,1l-Ktln'rnml:"1lI ill th e
colonia l Ilt"riod aho bllll r('\~f'd Ihe rolo n" " rebel 
lio us spiTiI in )'I'a n kadinK lip 10 res·olu lion.
Rhode Islandl'I\ , cOIllt"nd, Ollt" hisloria n , "were
cOlw inH'd affa irs had IOIllt" 10 slith a \Iale Iha l



revolution wa\ IIII' mlly way 10 preserve their M'U 

KO\'{'lnill~ coloIlY." RdOl~ 1770, they were u lln ly
r-on vino-d lha t Par liametu had violau-d the re
cered chaue-r b\ illlpo\in~ unconsuruuona t raee s.
Their Kt' llnal ,.\\f·m bh 0 11 May -4 bmught rhi ..
argument 011( ' ' [('p Iurther , Gc'or,"tt' III had abo
broke-n "r he Com par I mO'1 colemnlv entere-d imo.
ratified and confirme-d 10 the lnhabitam-, of thi..
Colonv 1)\, hl ~ tllu \lTIou\ Anct">lur\ .'~ l n ha bua ru v
shr tred th e diree lion of !twil PlOlt'\! from Parlia 
mem 10 G t 'Of !o:I' III - a cha llKc' rhar ca n he anri 
Inned 10 rhe IOIJ);U I a nd mr in-me-n t of Thoma..
Paine'.. ....·JiIl IlK\.

Com mOIl .\"'1,\1'" ('111 u lan-d thr oughout Rhode
leland in Ihl' mfJlllh \ before ~I a \' I ii6. Paine
aimed h i.. p ll'Hi n!/: prow at Gcor//:e III. the "rova l
bJUlI" o f Gr eal Br itain," Hi .. inu'('{I\e was among
th e fir "l 10 dl1t'cl h"\lIli" In w ard rhc king: and 10

ar cu w hi m o f vole ( u lpa h ilil \ for rvrannicat poli 
cies of Kngfand. Prme..1 he -re a nd in o ther 1010 
rue , previouvlv had been leve-led .11 Parhamem or
rhe k lll~\ m in i\ll' r...' o Tbe Conunemal Congrev,
had ralionalilt'd armed rl' \i ..tanre a .. the on ly
mean s 10 ('()Il\ 'illc r Ihl' kin~ 10 " for bid a hce-ntirm-,
mini suv .' The not ion of a ( OHUP' mini strv.
rathe-r than a COHUp l m e na n h . had been the
Ioundarion ill En!/;laruJ o f oppo-iuon 10 ccnsu
uued Rm'l'HUO('ll1. The efler t .. of rhi .. bl'lief in
minisrenal cnmpiraq' "not un lv w as svm ptomam
of the ri\ lII/{ illll'mi ly of the Aml' ricam' revnlu
liouaq' le-vr-r , hill il a lso formed for rhe AmNica m
lhl' o nly frame of mind ....-uh wh ich lh ey cou ld
jU\lify a nd t'xp liiin IIwi, n-volunon.:"! HU I
Pai ne's wf i,i ng-~ altered Ihe fra me of mi nd, d ive r
It'd the UII1('n l in lIlt' f1ooc.! of protest , so tha t th l'
kill g- be-came- lilt' ce-nter , Ihc' perpet rator . o f ron
~ pira(y and devpoti sm.

Pai ne's po wer ful - lholl/{h n ot pa rt icu la rly
logi ra! - veutilation eonvi nrr-d man y Am erica n s
Ih;u rime wa .. ripe- 10 se-ver IiI''' wit h Eng land.
George III. a.. mU(h a ~Ylllbo l a... rea l hl'a d o f
e mpire , b('('a mt' lht · 1,IlK"1 for colnn ial/,:rie va nn's.
Bt.·ca u , e , ht' k in/{, in Ihc' m inds of mosl colonish.
....·a \ fa lh t'r o f Ih t' ,ounlly. SOUH I' of " Pa lerna l
Ca rl' and Tl'lldl'lfll'!>s.... il ht'<-aOlt' Il('('(·ss.a ry fo r
Pa in e 10 t1lldelmi llt' lht' ha ..i... of lhi~ relallomh ip .
One hl\torian wr ilt's: "'O n ly one lh inl't frttd a
man fro m hi ... fa lht', 's /':rip: dra lh. Wilho Ul COIl
\('iomly admil1in~ il . l'l'rn 10 hi m..elf. Tho m a s
Paine ....·e lll In work on Grof/o;e III ..... ilh mu rder in

, .. ~.onl... •i \ ........h I " ... , .. ,. 6, n.....'m.~
T hom a, Pa", ,. tI ;li· I.~/lq). par' W I, parn phl,.u,., and dem
IN ' a l ll 'd'"m''' m a" <1 ( '" "I r"'I ~,I IlI"m.

h is m ind and twan ."n
Pa ine reasoue-d that Iunda rnenra l evils in the

nm\lillli io n o f Enaland were rem nan ts o f two
a nrient tyra n nies: " mo na rch ia l tvra n n v in the
pt'r sfHl o f the King a nd ari sroc rauca l rvrannv in
rhr- pc'r"oll o f li lt' peers." By 1776 rolomsrs cou ld
o n ly a/{lt't' , P IO'c ' ~I ' a /{ain "l po licies of Pa rl iam en t
a nd ahusc's o f mini sl('r s had not ronvimed th e
kinl{ o f nNe's\il y for cba ngc. Ad d it io nal protest
d irent'd re wa rd Ill'rMlIl S o f 111l' peers wa s doomed
10 fa il. Rhode bla ndc'f \ no w Ix'li l'l'ed Iha l in jus ,
lices lfll'Y h,HI he'C'n fOfn'd to "u{fer came nOl o n ly
fro m a <urrupt m ini str y but also fro m a "'blood
Ihir"ly Ki lJ~ ." n

Rl'll und a, io n o f alleKiance fORelu lly a ......euro
lha l GeOT/o;e III . "' for~l' ll i n K h i ... d iRnil\' ,''' had de
fied Ihe dlaJln o f 1fi6~ a nd had wandt'rnJ fro m
"'d u lie\ and CharaClt" of a ~ood kin~ .''' In ~ l l'ad o f
prO!("oinR Rh(xft, Isla nd . Gro,,~e III had endea .
\'orro "'10 dt'~lTo~' lht' !l:ocxl pt'ople of lhi\ Colony.
and of a ll lhl" un ilnJ C..olon it'\ by \t"nding Fl t"t" l ~



a nd Ar m lt·, 10 America to c"onh"".Ht· f ilII property
and 'pH';ul h it", Sword and Dt"'u!alloll thro ugh 
out nIH Counuv." Henr t-. the a\'>t'mhh be-l ieved
thai it-, hi~ht"\1 dutv wa s " to uw e\t'n mFdTH.
wirh whir h God and xature have Iumivhed uv. in
\ UPpOfl of our invaluable Ji~ht.., and pri,i leRe..:
III uppc)'>t' rhar Po wer which i\ exe rte-d onlv for
OUI tle-..rrurnon ." Tht' an concluded with a re peal
of Ihe alkKiafl(l" of the kinK 's \Uhjl:"Ch "in Ih i..
HI \ Colon\ ." " The decivion 10 vtrj ke the- na me of
Gt'CIIKt' III hom a ll officia l doc u ment.. a nd to
abrogare- Ih t' oat h o f a lleg iance df~ t i \,t'h rem o ved
the' k in/l: ' .. prt"\t' ll(e' fro m the cHlouy , T wo <,ymhob
of ttll' mona rch d id remain for a uru e: th t' king '..
ar tnv hom th l' Colo ny H ouw in Providenc e a nd a
r rown from ti u- Cl own Cofkt' I IOIl\(' we-re burned
o n ly afrC'l Rhode Island rarified th e Ilt ·t laration of
lnde-pemh-t ue.H

Ren unriar inn o f a llegia m e .....a .. a hold \lep 
unl ike a ll\ OIhC'T in rhe colomes. It .....a .. dl \l ) a
c lever maneuv er . It\ ca refu l r nm po vuiou - Iorre
ful. \t' l \ 'aRut" - It'l , pk-ruv o f room for inte-r
prerarion of i t-, meaning a nd mrem. T o rhe gO"
e'minK authority in Eng land Iht· an could ht- read
a, an emphatic e xp revcin n of 0Plxl\ilion In Ihe
kin/l:'s JXllicit's and <,uppoll for colo nia l ri/l:hh
and libt 'IIIt"\. Bm Ihe an 's identi ficat ion o f Rh odt,
hlalld a .. all b lRIi \h colon~ d imi ni\ht'd its impao
a\ a dol. UnU' ll1 of p rolesl. e\ 'en 10 Ih t' PC)lIll o f
SU!<:Kl"Slill!!: 1hat Ihe m lotl\" miK ht lx· disJ)O\t"d 10
1('I-ollc iJialion if Ihe riRhts of Ihe c ha ll t'r 0 1 166~

could bf' t' II\UTt'l1. Sa m ul"l Grn:m' Arno ld , ..... rilillR
ill Ih t· n illt ·tff n th ct' nItITY, lx,lil ' \I-d thai R hode
hland palriol.. in ea Tly 1776 "oPlx '''I.'d the o p pres
SiH' IlWit\ lITe'S o f Ih t' King , [buI] hopt'd a llt l
laoored for U JI1 n lia lio n."'b To \'Ot('I ' and to th eir
dt'l e'Katt's in th t' Continenta l COII/l:Tl''' , Ihe' an
purporH'dl y <Il1Swcred lh e qUl'slioll of indt'I:M'n 
derJ(e and \ uPpo Tl t'd the popular IIIOH'mefll wilh
out reall y -.aying 'O .'J TIlt' ge llt' ra l as'\t' m bly a p
pt"an 10 ha\(' a('('e pt ed Thomas Pain t" s arg:uments
(sho rt o f in dt'(lendencl'" ), lTamlated the m into
poli llca l an io n that fil the colony's tradil ion o f
aUlonomy . a nd d « ided Ihal il cou ld rt'mm'e Ihe
Glncer of monarchy tha i had di 'it'a \.t'd Ihe bod y
polilic Wilho u l killing Ihl'" both il\(' If,

f or \'t'r y pr.Rlica l reasons Ihe as'o("mbl~' sidt'
stepprt! Iht' (juesti on of indept"ndt'nct' . \'el by
couc hi nK It'f)('al o f alle-giance in lanKua Ke Iha l
« hot-d Pa ine 's allac).; o n Ih l'" F.nKlIsh monarc h,

th e avwmhlv embraced the COl III'I\10Ile of Pai ne 'v
idl'olo~n - a fit' lce e cpou ....11 of the- e- ..tahl i..hmern
uf Ko\-rIIlIlWIll ba-ed upon pnnciple-, of repuhli 
r a m vm. EnRl i..hmen of lilt' t'i!<:hll't·nth It'fIIl1T\
defined a Tt'publlc in terms of what il w ;1\ not.
Ih;1l I... " in tontradislim-lioll 10 IIJ(' de\polic form .
whir h make-s the- Rood of the \Il\t'rt'iRn , or 01 Ollt'
ma n . the- unh OhJ«1 of the government ." Thu..,
d mi nl( rhe I7iO\ , disenc ha m mem with mona rc hy
was the pri nc ipa l compone-nt of n-publk a nism.
In Common S t'" .It' Pa in t' stabbed at the hea rt o f
th e- wvtem that opprevsed Auu-t ir a - l\Ta n ll ~ pt 'r 
petuau-d h y Ih t' cons ti tut ion o f En gl and . Mal ig 
nancy o f he-re-ditarv rule. sai d he. had • ouupred
th e' svvn-m . It w a .. "rhe n-pu blira n a nd not the
munaH lua l p';UI o f th e co n..uuu ion of En gl and
wh ich En gli ..lum-n gl ory in , vii . till' lilll'l'I Yo f
theJc l\ing: a ll IHIU s.t" of commons from OU I elf the-ir
OWII bodv." The' monarc h "hath POi\OIWd the re 
pu blic, th t' r rown ha th eng ro1>\('t.! the rnmmrm ..: 'U

Somr nll(1I1i~h, suc h a .. john Adame. aereed
wi th l>.l i lle o n rhe q ue st ion of m de-pe-ndenr e bUI
rejec ted h i.. const uuuonal a rg uments.w Here IIII'
o p in io n was reversed . T he avcemblv a voided de-
c la rin J!: indepe nde nce for prar tic;,1 rea \lm\ but
aneplrtl Pa illt" \ Hlfl\lllUliollal \ 'it"w \ . DI\ ill u 
\Ion"l ",·jlh Ihe monOlith , it im u krd a tht"On - of
Il'p u bli t an i\m b\ p lacing it w ilh m Ihe (( )JIleXI of
a IXllll lca l ac l. l ' ndouhtt'd ly il ;t\\uTllrti tha i t"xor
ci\in!!: lilt' king ",-ou ld 'Jt'1\'t" 10 I(·\tolt' l ig hh
g ra ntl,1 in the c ha rte l o f IIMi3, p ur ,,">!' EnRla nd·..
OIll..lllUliull o f il \ impur il\', and de\"i\l:" tht' m ean..
for rl'ill\ tdt in.1!; ba lance in Grt'al Britain '" J!:o \'er n
ment. Thm Rhode- Isl and was a b le to re main a ll
hlKli..h (olo ny and at tilt' g mt· time t'njoy its
~O\TI(' iKn ty by \i m p ly dellying tlU' powc-r o f Ihe
king , withoul declaring indepl'ndl'lu·('.

If tht' a \ st'moly did haS<" letHulI'iation u po n a
theoT) o f latent republiC"ani\lII , it did lIot b th e
-.ame lokt'll CTe,l le a republic Tht' Ma y ·1 <let wa <,
mt'rel y a ll exp re..sio n of desirt' , nOI in il\t'll a
COlls li lUllon Ihal It'Kalll! o rda int'd Ihal dt's irt".
~IO' t'meflls for indt'pt'nden ce and repu bl ican ism
in colo n ia l Am er ica wer t' neitlt t'r mUlua lh - e xc!u
si\ "e n lll (omp le lely inlell win rtL Thl' IWO mm e·
m(' fIIs .....ert' nOI com bined IIltn a fX) li lil-al at'! un
til adopliun o f thl' Decla ra tion of Ind t'l )('ndenC"e .t O

Shallow, inaccu ra le a nd paroc. h ia l c!aim\ Ihal
acu of ~1 a ~' -I cons li tu led a dt'd aralioll o f inde
pt"nd ('lJ((' fall short o f t"xp la in inK Ihe rt'"al sig n ifi-



I'allie of R h l Kk I,bnd', acuon . ' r he '\I lllle l" and
meani ng ul Itll' ~1.1\ 1 1!l'l i,iOlh ( ,H I on lv lx
UlldC'''II)(KI 11\ "X,illllllill~ them withi n the ('(lIUt'XI

of Ill(' pulilHal and Ideolu!i;iql mrheu that ('xi'lnl
III thr- ,plln!i: 01 17i 6. I'h (>\I~h rhe measure,
' ''''<,(1:1 bv lhe !i:t'lwla l .I, <,(·m hh W('I(' ambiguous.
and Ihllll!i;h ""'Ialll h,,\oll,al reror d s a ll" 'CUft'
and rhin . tht· \ ,II 1" ,1' 1 Illililalt· ....1111(' I)()" ib illne,.
( '\('11 ,.nnw probabi luiev. about what may ha ve
mllH"l lilt' k!i: i , tIlUfl ' til ;1<1 a ' 11 did. The a svem 
bh·\ :\101\ ·1 ;il lio ll' ((lIllpTl'l-d elements thai '1111 

ull alH"(JU,h <1 1'1)('01 1 a ' 'l'lIin' and c on rradir truv ,
c o n "" n al i \ ,- .md n-vnluuonarv . But rbi-, dot" not
01 1 all dmuruvh llwir illll)(Jrl 'IIlH·.n pan 01 rhe
Iran ,flHlllal llJl I I,f l<lt ';I' , <lr .~um('nl ' and npininn,
lh a l vha pe-d t he- It'\olutiollal\ ideolo~n during 'he
IIIfJ1uh , hriou' Ihl' nl'( lara lion of In depen den ce .

J ame' "J all 'l a nd hi , 10110wer<, were nor wrong
in 1l\1Il!i: 10 pl lllll llU ' :\1;" I. TIlt' <la\ dt-'l:"I\-e,
ee h-tn a uon..\ lt ho ll!i: h Rhod e hland \ renum ia
lion nl alle~ ..tlll'· "a, IIl1t ,I dt'll;lr<l,ioll of inde 

pendem e. il Im"t .1" 111 ("(11\ wa v a dev laranon of
indi\idu.dil\ ,

l'rOl·,J"",,· }m, mlll '\U~ll\1 I j . IYO:, : \ tn 16 . IYOY;
.\ f.n 2::» . IYI~ ; \1.1\ .~ . 1!11-1 . ~()wlllb("J 12, 19 1:1 ,

2 Ro"h '\"0 1'" 2.'1 , 22 (Ollo l.·r :'11 . 1901ll 169 ,

~ li'om!>,,, h"l !' l'",,,nl{ ClllI [\;""'II1I)('T 12, 19 1:1 , Slater did
llOll ''' J(~ ,l l, uU' III pl<,m"li llj( :\1." . 1 Ch;u lt' \ W ,ITTt' ll

Ltppin. 10 ",d" hlll,,,1 /) ('(la '<IIl<mof 1",if' ""nrJ",,,,,: An
Add ,,,,, 11'1O\id"'l<l' : h ' '' 'm;H' , 190 7 ), Thomas W.
HI, ~ lll' ll . "d ., U I",d" I ,Ia'ld {)", III ,al",,, vf I mi" ! ,,,,,tI....,, f' ,

MII ~ -I , 177f1. , ~ dd ,,, ,, ,, ,. 2nd ..d. IPrm id" llf t': R. I
( :i,i/l·I.\ 1I," ut i, ,,1 i\W ~ ianon. 1901t' ).

l' .n \t'tl o l1 \ 1." 21i, 190 11. the ", I ,'i p llbwd Ih ,u lilt' d,l\
\hollhl "llo,,'i'l 'lH" ,,,n,nuI..:1 a hohdav ." AflJ R" .<ol. ,,,.,
( ;"""'111 ,., u "mbh }1I'11<1I' " .'i".... "'" I Q()!< IPr ov idence:
"'" l .. l,U\ ul 'Hall ' , I ~RI ) 277 ·279. T Ill" dav beca m .. "
ht/lll l.n III 1 9 ~n , A, /<o R" " )I, ,,,) [anuarv S".IJW'I 19,(>
Il' lm ldl'l II'" ...,..: II'I 'U\ o f "'1"1l' , 1 9j fi ~ 1'1 -9 ,

.'1 1" "l ,,,J,,,,, ,, }m"",, 1 \1 .•\ 2. 1921i

'i 1" /Il"'/""' '' Jut""" , \1..\ fi. I~I I:'I Rld l:'T thought tha t
" IIII:' I;Hll:u,'Io:" 011 lilt' rahle-r I' Ial \t ·." H' H,h '\"01'" :10:
]{I 1\ 1.1\ Ill. 191:'1 177·ilt 'Ihe ,,101111l1 1II'" vull " •. 't!"l'111l1
Ih ,' 01<1 "'1.11" II n ll....

i R ''':I'111 'lmlu... Ihal Illlt"\Il<'11 l h.. n adetrona l a<C"lIlIl
III! Iud ,· J,.'I .\ Cnh"ll . " Rhock h1.u1l1 "nd Ih,- \ m t' I i" lIl
R..\ " IL"io n: .-\ .....h.. IT " . "'ut i"· I'"Il(" ,, I .-\n" h \ ,,"
l ll np ll hl l \ ht'ti d,,,It'Ial ,1I'''''lldl i,m , 1'1II, ,-' \l I\, ,.f
CflllI l/"'1U1I1 1~It;i l i .'I·ii , !'.Hwl. I'. Conle\ . " Rt'" , ,,lu ·
11011 " Im l ld' t 0 11 Rh "d.. h J.wd." H I",d" 1, la" d // " ,,, ,,.
' 1 ~ I ~",,·m l. ·, 19i 'l1 121 ·1?.! . I hI' lTadillonal im ..r
1" f'I.lll on I' lu ll"",..d '11 .\ Itx-II T ,, 1\1" "1 1:. l o"',,.d .t
Rh..k hb"d 111, 1"" ."' Hh" d" I ' /a"d H u la .... j l : 1
n t'lIlll.ll\ 1':I' :' f 27 , "',dllt·, \. Jdllll'"\ , C" /,,,u a / R h" d"
I. la" d ( :"1"" Y"I k. ....II hn.-J ·\ . 197:1) 3-19 ':' .10

I' W.trd In I kill' W.ud . l ' III LtIl..Iphra. ~O\ ('mlJ("r 2. l ii:l .
Bcornha'd )i.noll,-n h.-, l{. . ed , CO"" .'!x md",)(" uf GOf'...."ur
'illmu"! n 'lnd . ,\la\ /77~ Jfa n h /"" I1',,,, i,lf'n, ..:
Ri ll .... 1':V>21 Ill. (;1 .... ' ... I<> J.I'flh r.llTlll ' . 1'!H\I .... I·Hill.
n"l'IIIh.-, 20. Iii:' . 1't' I.·, h ,"r, ."mp . .~ m"" /( ll "

. ~ " h ll l th "'-1., Il \ (Wa , hm.ltlll". Il4j~ ·1 iI~ 1l 1 ~ :'I1i' -
:\~ . r.' n.. In \\".l1l1. (;;"1111' lin PHI\pl't'II ILlJ . J anu.. r . ~

liill, Ii.n"IIt"Ilh.-II/: . l ti6·J tit ,

Y P,Ol'" !'' '' ' '' (; ll~/t" t ('"h, l l \ Ii , Iiiti. '\"t"U 'fXJrl ,\I"I( U1\'
\1 .111hill. l i il' .,1< .-." r. To rn I' llm " ,."d Rf'I 'Olu-
Ilfma.... , ' mn lf ll ( ~ .." \' ",~ : (),fOld l'lIi\t"I ,in Pit..., .
19i1il i ::» . S"", pml ,If"" Ut'"\ ,\ p l i l li. liiti, Ward to I it' lln
W'II.1. I' h il,,, k Jp h la , f rhlllan 19. l iin. ""nllt'lIh.-rl{..
1<r!·19:\

10 I..... 10 LJIld"lI CIII.·' . l'hil ,.. I..lpl'lla. ,\ p , iI 9, 1i 76.
hlmund C. Hurneu. "'L. 1." 11('1\ of .\I"rnbn, of lilt'
Clm fm n l/al C" " I(",... . It, (w .. ,luI11o:""" Call1l'l{.i..
1ll\ l illJ llo" , 1':I2 1 ·1~1'\/i ) I : I l ti..1I i . :\ da m \ In j arne....
\\',1("'11. I' h il." ld plll.I. \ JIl il II) . I iiti, 81110..11. 12·1
lI"p~ trI \ .... 'n'.. " 11 '\I' l ilit . 1771i {;"'t'rno, ~ i,hnl..,
(~ ••~t' 1.1l '·' ,.-I"" ..,J "' llopkin-,' 1..ue-r. IoUl a n.p" ha ,
Iln.., h...-n found , Willi .un R. Staple-v. HilmI" I, lll"d m
Ih" CmtlmOl/lll (;ml .I('''' '' I l' ro \ " I,·r" .. . IlIiO) 69

II Itl t. , ~ k 10 ( ~ ~ ,I. r ' . :\ p l i l ti. l iiti. H.l lon >l k Pa pers. RIllS
1.1 1>1 ,1( \ .\' '' l, '!",tt ,\In.-u r\ ' April 2~j. I n ti I'ml 'ldolCf'

(;":'-1/" .\ 1.1" ,1. 17ili, R,·, 1'111 \Iml in ",I\t' Ilw m" "" n'n .
f(O"'I\Y ll·lt""lonl{. I,. ,UiOIl " I Ilw aoe-mhlv Pamela
1i."t>tH" Iy'. " R h"d, ' [ \I ,lIld ' \ M,I\ ·111, [)",I;H,u iol1: '
m,·moI<Hl.lurn in l iln ,,1 1111' R I.lI j\IOlical Pr t'"' f'r ul i""
( ~ 'mm i " i oll . !, ,,,\·ill.·w ,, , ,\''' !.J. ,pm l I)",h S"«'5 J u ly
2 '1 . 1':17>; 'utllmMi,," 11:'"""" h 0 1 I'a tli. r . (~>Ilky OJ]
I ' ~ '''li ,m , ."iIlP I~" l i llj( ,lila alltl phorovtated d''''umt'"n"
111111..\ "I Ri" 'lII t' n n i,,1 Commiwion. I' ro , ·j,k m ..,

12 1"tm Ru,,,,·1I H'ud'·I1,!'"d . U",,,,d.' "/ II,,, Col.m\' of
R h"d" i<!lllld 1I'ld Pt."'rd"'lf" I' lll . l/ ll l w 'l .' m S"!.J.·
f .'l l(/ll"d . 10\ O ' (O \ j,k lll t' , 1it.~fi· 11I6:11 t . :' 10·521
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~9 B,. i t- fl. 21111

'.'1 f o n<:" , . 11 " " ' '' 1: ' . I , 1· ' m " d",u l' l ; " ;f ft ...
' Ial ' h 2~. 177"

.~ I Br'll,u d H.u l\ l1 . Id",, ' u !!, lIa j 0,, 1(,"" 0; Ihe ,~ ", ... ru".,
R,., ~. il, t "' " 1 (~llllhl ..k '·· 11.1[ \ ,l ld 1' 11 1" '1' 11\ 1'1<:"" .
191;' 1 I:,>ti , 12:, ( ." Ido,,' \\" . ,,1. ( ",,,/,,, ,, or /hl'
,-f m" u ll" R~,,,, b ',, . J';;" ·I;,~' t ..... ·.. '1" >1 1.. :" " 11"11.
19, 2 1 10

~2 I' h" Il1.I' f lr mlll lt. Ii';" : " "Il' "r I// ll" "'" (:",.... YOlI..
:"OllOIl. 1!1i.'J1 12~ Wm lh",,, n JOl tl.lIl , " . dm ili,,1
P" lll i. , n lt .m,I' 1' .IIIT<' .md Ill<' " 11I 1Il ~ 0 1 th.. " Jill; .
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II> IL rtkll . i " I'> 1.... t'J'" 19'..?

Ii .Id'I..·.on I urn" 'Id lll . ''''''''''l{'' " " ' 1'.' . J;;~-li.~l
I :" .. .. \ o rl :" .... \ ' 11' '' ''<1 1111 ' . 11l7] 12~~ r .oh ..n. SO-6O

III J on..\. ~21-~2-f W ll h" m R' '!/:.·J\ . ~J", ,, n,, l ..f "i"" In

Rhod<:" " Idlltl..\ p,,1 17. I;;I>.~ Rlf l \ Col/utwr.., ~2: -f
10 . I" brl 19191 12·1 I ho- I<:" " '<:"1 <:" 2!'llU..-n ~ m lii6 The
1''''' 11)( 1,,1 ,Ollltll"", of :\1.., ..... h" tr , .. lid rhe-
(;unll... ["ur __" ...·m bh bOlh nun I torh..i, to .. n \ 101
d"' I"on~"n lIl, lr, ...mlrn. t' fn" I: fl9.'l fl . Ph ilip
Dav rd vm. " "'P'Jx" " dll ""d Ihl' .-{ m n UIl" Hn. 'fIl u /um
jCh.dI", l lI ill l ' m \ <:"J\n \ " I :" o" h <:.a roIUld Ptew.
19-1 1) 02

19 )<>11"'. 12~-121

20 1L11lt'11. ' ~2t;-S2i ' 1'11 ,1.'" 7 1·7 1 I.... ...", 1 92· 19~
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l~ s<,u' ,'"'' ,lIn" H" :\ 1'111 :''''1. l iili "'1 .,1'],-' . h, i.
J);l\id ( ) I " " '·j" \ . H I" ../<, {,IIl'ld 1'" l lI u , MI d ,h<,
.-{mnull" Ul'l ~dW II"' . /;l>fI ·l;jl> (1',0."1" 1><,, Bro wn
l 'ni ' ''' ' 'I ' I' If·" . 1'1 ',X 1 I ~12

H C""l.· w ..... ·ph,·" " " 1').. 111" )' ,..\ ,d' ·II' t" . :\1<1' i. l i , 6 ,
.\b ll B. .1 ' >1)<'\ . NRnohu ""IOlI\ ( :''I t ''' I'''mtl..nu· " f
(:0 \(' 111'11 :" "h"l;" <:. . ,).. ... 17i.~·li ll l .N , ·,.........dmll;.'
-1m,.,,,,, ,, .-I " t" IWH IIHI ,.)(,,./\'. 'lI''' ...·,i.·,. .'If. , 2

(O. 1,,1..., 19:.>t. I ~2~ . ( . O\t·III01 01 R hotl<:" !.lim d lO ( ~.'nt'I"I
W" ,h llllt1" 1I . r , m ull'l l..·. .\1.1\ Ii, 17,6. 8.lIlku. 7: .'>H

I.'> R.1II1<:"1l . i "22·"2~

2S Will l.,m R,a,If' He! , dqml~" l(ol'''I Ilt ", ,l ltln." I,..I I<' U'·
Ih ,' ''' '''nl bI, ', oIn ,,,,m, fl ' " ""J ldlnl ;I" Il.Il1 ltt· in k ",itO I1 '
,,'h.·I1 . nn :1.1 .1\ I. h.. ' llo: l1 n l " ' .....1111 1m th r...· h" nd,...J
p" lIm[, Nl' ll ..·h i, h I ;,m d""U llU bll' 10 th.. C..lnll . ~

PI O\ ltkll. <, . :\1.1\ I 17i li.",.. 1.. :\1..... . Rill" I. lhrM ' ,

10 f ''' '' 11 II1 " lttl1lu l dl """ "OTl " I " 'p"hl u<l1I " k "I.,!/:\ ' "
' '' ' 0,1'' 111 '''.,, \ ..'m,""" ".,' :\ 1" "'1. 2!'!7 ·2'ir,

27 joh n RI<h.tl d .' Id ,·n. Tit ... ' Illdh '" / It~ A m n u rm
Rt'l ~JI'dwn . I ';ft J , / ;X IJ ( H., I,m R"lllo:" : I ., ,,, i, i;,n,, SI"W
[ ' I1l ~" r ' Il ' I'll ''' , 1!1',7 ) 2 1U·2 11 .' II ·l rl ll ) "1I" 'n ,
f' mmd", ,1(, 01 a Sill""'. ,~ /I n /'' ....' o f l it,. .-{ m<'r/f lln
R" ' 'i, l ll l um . n ft J./7';r. ( ....,·w YOlk : (hfwtll'lli,,'r,il~

1'" ." . l 'l lilll li77·l> i !1 .-1' 1\ ll'ld UI' ''' Io'~ .• 1' ''''' ''1(1' 01
,\f aHIl' hl",,.II .' RIl\' IHO' IOI1: Wlllo:hl an d 1'<>11<'1. 11I""!i >;,:
lll-f -~H~ ,

2!'l .\'I'!I.·pml ,H,.,nH\' :\ 1'11 1 22. 1770 r"I"' >l wd ,,,,,,11 11
(~ro lin ., ' \ .1' 11 011 Ih :\1.1\ 1 [1<' ''' \ 0 1 ' 1"1" ta krn in the
IWo Cuoli na, h,.of ' ''.ro h ,,,1 Phibd..Iphin. Edmund C..,h
Hum..l!. T hr COPl lmorlal Co.n"",.,., (:-.: ..... y",k:
:1.1.)( rrnll.m . IIl-f I I l.~ .~ ,
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When Out on the Roof Th ere Arose Such a Clatter,
I Sprang from My Bed to See What Was the Matter.

P,"',....... J''''''''' n.. ........ ,'I , /....

PO/lllf S tovlr 0 ... Q .' '''Q.''m al th ..m .. du,,"/{ th .. N(O'lfl; CO'O,("

..l('(flfm 0/ /9~~ '" rh .. I(Ub.....af.Jr/II( ' II ... b..tu -....., n,..mu
J Ho bo " Gnd t .'h",'ophn O,[ \ ,.s/o . fh .. au/com.. d..nd..d
m n .-m oo d / R ob... ,, ' ItJl'o, "''''al fflQ'lfill Gfln ,h.. S o-
' ....m b.... . ..,It' .
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Rhode Island Po fitics 1956-196~:

Party Rea lign m en t

S lutl~ of , Iatt· pofi uc a l vuucnue n-e e-ived sc holar
h i llll~ ' I LI ' hom \ ' . 0 . Ke~' '" da"ic ....-rnk , South
r TIl l 'o ll l /{ ,\ . Kt·\ used rhree m lMk" - mult i-
f~1l noual . dnminam Lnuon ,U1d h iLu tiona l - to
I b ,~i f y ollt'- p.arty cra tes of Dix II'. Fo llo win g: Kt'y ' ,
11,;td , n a\'it! FC'1I 1011 1I,t"<1 d iffl'u' Il1 parad igm-, to
I <llt'l/;Oli/t' mi dwevtem 'oIall" and Duane Loc kard
.uu-mpted 10 a nalvze the vix-vtarr- :'\('W En gtand
rl'!l:ion durin/'; th e m id· 19S0\ . T h(' Ioeal point of
Ih l'\(' \lIl(ilt'\ Wi.!" the pnsl-19j2 period a nd
rntl~hh Ihe finl decade fo llo.... lII!1: rhe ( 10'>(' of
Wo rld Wa r II. In tbe r-av- of R hod e lvla nd . Lock
,u d' \ r o m me n ra rv r lo-ed with Ihl ' guber natorial
t'!t"<l inll of 1956, in manv wa", it 1\uninl/; point in
Ihe \ Ia lr'" fXlllli(-al hivtorv , En\ulII~ \ (',U\ saw a
tr\!Hl/;I'nl Re-puhln-an peun H"!/;ain control of Iht'
ext't lllJ\1' branr hand rl"hlabli\h two-part y com,
pe-mion lor a number of gene ral flUi(e\. The
[l emu(r,Hit mac him- dom ina ting: Rhod e Ivland
pnli Iin ,iTHI' 19j 2 began 10 la lrer. Allhoul/;h Dem 
tMTa l\ Iq :::.lir wd the ~o\TrnoT\h ip HI I96R. rhev
han' comi n uall v faced vriff compcu uon for ron
u ol o f the ex ccu uve.

The turnabout in Demo, Tali t p.an )' fo rtune,
( a n hi' ITalt"<! 10 a 1I1111lht'r of fannTS a nd ('\ '('rllS
which Tesha ped fXllitical lhllann '. EI('1J\(,n1s of Ihi s
~Iory <HI' ('om p lt'x. bu r tt1l')' she d T1('W li1;ht o n
pal ll'TJl s o f Slate po li lical d('\"t'lnp lller1l a nd in S('\'
eTa l a'JJt"('I\ Tf'i nforu" Ihe Itadllional q 'd ical illl er 
p rela tion o f wa~'s in whic h Am('li r <ln pa rr ies gai n
and Jo'>t" poweT .

Rhodt" b land 's modern politica l dt' \'e lo p me n r

• .'\ rf h l n~1 "nu '''''l' ia lll'l'IUU'1 in hl"on"l PI,,~iul'"cl'

C"t1l'J/:t', ~lr. ~mllh I' a [It-morrali. ml'1ll11l'1 of Ihl'
R h,.to- 1.I ,m d U" u......f Rl'prl'~nUIl \ I'~ l ru m d i",it I 17.
P rmitlI'IMl", all d a ca nd iu.. ll' fOI Ih.. Ph ,1) in p"lll ica l
'Clrnl!' from B,o ..-n l ' ni ..."in',

b\' .\latt lu"u' j . .Io,"mlt h*

ha s IM't'1l somew hat um q m- in <tllllpa ri, o ll to th a t
o f ln-r ,i -,tr I :"t· w Englan d -tat e- a nd in eeueru l 10

thar of 1Ill' o ther Io nv-Iour nWIllIM'I ' o f the
ll n i(111 . .I'h.".' i rreg: lIla TIl in rIf I'\t .lunou ,III' d ur

to bavirullv rnn servanve IMlli t icd 1e-,u tt'T\hi p III
till' l.ue niueteeuth a nd tw e-nne-rh ( t·IlIUli.·, a nd It )

sma llnevv. le-ading to w hat li lli' Illlllll illl'nt ,(ho tilt
ha' II' rrnn l th t' " plil i l lf \ Ilf illlllllat \ ," w h ir h rO\
n-red a p;uo(hia l inbred IXIwI·I .tTlIt IIITt' in both
polllil ;ll p,urit,s.

RhtMII' "land did not eXJJt"twnn" any rvpe of
pohtua l, ,oeial or economic reform movement
during the so-catted pwgT('\\iu' ('1;1 . W hilt, th e
11,,1 1I11ht· nation . illdudiTl!/; till" Snlllh - 1·:..I t'pt o n
r,1( idl mnrterv - wa .. pl' lIt'lIalt"(1 In IIIf' ,pinl of
cha nge. Ih lS vtate ....-a -, bound rn a vvvn-m 01 be,,\
connol led Re p ub li can ,gn\ern llll'lII ITI w hu-h a
rural -d nmi na u-d a nd ~t9,,1\ ma lapporrioned leg
1\1.llllIl' held ~wa~ 0\1 '1 a ha ph'" l'xI'oui\1' branch
w h it h ....-;I';t( tlt" ~1 o-remonia l.'

The Dem ocratic elerrion vinoq in 19j2 and the
fa mou-, "hltx Mflt,\s revoluuon of 19:15" 1;an' that
part y cont ro l o f th e \ (a t(' ">('n,lIl' and uvhe-red in a
new e-ra of RluMle h la nd rXllili r \ . For thl' fll ,r
lilll i' in lhl' IWt'nli t'lh (TnTlUY lh e IIIh ,m t·thT1lc
1'll'l lo ra lt· - o\rr t"i!;:: hty pt'T ITIlI IlI IIll' 'ila U'" pop
u lat io n - had a \"oiet" in K0H't llll1l·lll.11a ffaits . T ti 
umphant Ot'rIlorrars tffi rg:an i/ed tht, a u 'haie srare
g:o\'ern lllrnt inlo a depannwntal ~Y'ilem , e xpa nded
l'Xl'ClIl! \e f,X1 .....er ro md ude pt"r'iOTult"1 appoulI
ml'n1S a nd budg:er ma king: . and e limi narrd Re
p ublica n (Oll lTol o f Ihe Judit ial '~~Il'm . By Ihe
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clo..r- o f 19j.'J lht· elilill ' Lthru o f vtau- govern
meru had b(TII U'WO\TII 1)\ Demot ra tic reform..
whir h ..hape the ..tare- ' .. d('\l:lopnll' lll 10 th e pre
..t·1lI dav .

Over the IWl(1 tW1 1dt"tadt'" Democ tanc lead er..
were quick 10 adopl ;'\('w Deal and Fa ir De-al
pH~ram ...md \,>'('1(' III Ih t" Ionfrotu promoti ng
la bor . '>lx"lal. and other prng;rt'....i\ t' leg tvla rin n for
the ..ra te ' ... wnrlo;, in!,::!nl:"Il , BIll I'W~ we-re in come
t a'tt:'.. reluctant . and in orher .. u n ..uHl"i..fu l. a t re
Inr mmg poJillcJlm;Hhlllt'!\ . In 19~61he panv'..
ca ll lor a lOUR prorni ..ed t(J!l ..uunional convert
IIn!l wa .. defeated al rbe Ix)lh. Thi .. serbar k guar
a n teed r o m m ua nee of Ih t' malappornoned state
senate unu! the SUIHl:" ITW COUll'" Balt.n It. Carr
dec i ..ion 01 1962 - in Rhode- lvla nd . U" \' f1 o fd l I '.

S t T1t \ - manda ted th e- run- man -o ne \01 (' rule and
ended apponioumem mequuie... .-\11('1 1916 Dern
rxrar s re ...nllt"(l 10 11IUlIt"d r nnvenrionv fo r specilic
ron ..tinuional change-, bUI ne-ver "OU!,::h l a 100ai
rn i..io n of Ihe ba ..i( document unn l ,he Supleme
Cou" '" tlt"li..lOTt. whit h W;I.. lhe (i1laIY\1 fo r a n ill 
falro (oll\elllinn whICh me l in 1964 Solidl~ Ikm
(I(falit in dt'le~ale ..IU·IIKlh. lh i.. tO ll\enl io n del ib-
e r'll ('d, hit Io;,e lt'd , amlu111malt'h IXlu"hed ils man
d.lle 1)\ tak in !,:: fOUl IUIIK \f'. II" ltl produfe a dOfu,
melll ..... h i( h \nlt'l" o\t·I ..... lwlm inRh lej t'tled in
196M,

Wh llt· tOlhllt ltlltlllal ( h.lIlg;e fai lt-d, OIher r('
fOlm .. al ..o liI!(!{('(I. l 'llt" ( ;elwra1 A"'ot 'mbl y. wI lh
J)t'lllOt rall( (( m lro l in Ih t· Il tlu '>l' a nd Hila l Repuhli 
( a ll dom ln.llioll III lilt" ..I·na lt' . n'~ i "led a lly a llem pl
10 It'OI!{.ml/t· II'> Ulll lllflt!t'd (omrn il lt'I' ..tluel Ule
~U lf! leKI ..la li n ' t tlllflu I'> 01 in lt'rt''' l (Olll iIHWd . A
IOllg: til'>! u"'ot'd p"llla lY lot w ....'i1 .. llOI ad o p led ullllI
19-17.•1 (OIl..t·I\",llin' ..laHIll ' la hd lflK a nJlt'! fUT .1
l\\Tlll y - ..i l( 1I10l1lh pt 'lI od a .. a IlWTllhel o f e ilh t'T
lll'IJOI pall \', Rhtlt!1' "'land IWCllnt, lhe fOlly-
..eH·111 h ..la lt· 10 IJlo \ ide a pl ima n w ..lt·m .2

Tht' rt·l.u lin l f1awu ' o r Rluxl t· hLtnd ... !Xllil ieal
t"\ 'Olllli oll 11 'ld a pro found impan o n both panie...
(; 0 1' (( m llo1 ill lh (' pI('-19:15 IX'l iod re\lt'd wi lh a
1111<11, wh ilt', AIlK lo -S.Il(OIl. l' IOl e'I ~1Il1 hieraf(h~'

whll'ot't 'tO nOm H a nd ..I I( ia l ph ilo..oph~' had de
fi n ile !llo-hu..i llt,.... .IIU! an li- i mmi~ra ll t O\t'r lOllt'...
Wilh Ih t, e "IT fll ion ollolo;,t' lI atc('plilnH' 01 lht,
Frem h ·c'llIad iOlIl t o m muni l\ , Rt'pllbl lCall s fai lt'd
10 le\ .nnp Iht ' il irna g:e lIt1lilllw mid· 19:>0... Demo
nil'" who t'mt'rg:MI III It'adt 'lsh ip rolt'~ ahel 1935
rodt' Ih(' rTe\1 (If i1 ll1i-Rt'JlUblican a ll ilud('<, (J('alt"l1

1)\' th e- !{rt'at tkplt·.... ion ami rt'lll fo Tn "tl 11\' The lin
r-rul :\"ew D eal . Thi-, g;('rwr;lIion of Democ ra nc
leack-rv t'J1 !,:: a.~t '( l ill what om' au thor ha s cal led t he
" IMlli llt .. o f H·\ t·ll!{t·... \\"Iu k wr ~lppi llg: them ..l'ht'..
In lilt" m.uuh- 01 nationa l n'Iorrn program... rhev
cnnt rnue-d a lIi!{h,p'lw('lt'(! panonage' proxram
leat uri ng dualllffitt·.holdlllK among: "Iale It'gi ..la 
ltlf " and ~ lCt llm ll ll Kb til lll Wilh buvuu-.." uuere..t~ . '

In pliltt· of Iht' rura l Rep ubhran potiucal appa 
ram .. llt-mtl("" Il" ill ..lilltlt.,j all urban-bused brand
of mar tune [JotlJilin Ihrnu~h w hir h a smal l coali
lion of leader.. maintained a li~hl grrp urui! the
gubee nator ial election o f 1956. when the panvs
eler nua l ht'!'::('mnm wa .. jarred and the-n broken in
the vuhseque-m elecnnn .

In the J)()\1-19j6 period tilt' leadetvhip in borh
pallie.. remained Iairlv vta ur, Dt"mOtralic office
holder .. III Ilw top er helon .. " 't'II' voung and arnbi
uou... W ilh the exr e-priun of '''1'1);) 101 T heodore
haw i .. Cn'('11 lhn "('II" hi ..h . \I t Gra lh ... Quinns .
Ftlga ll y.. and Rulx·II 'ot ·.. jll( kr-v ed for the governor
\hip wilh Itw hOJJot· u l ad\all( ItlK 10 nallUtlal
offi(n . J. lJ o wa rd ~It C ral h . e1et ltod !,::O\t'rnor in
19,10. .lfh.ltul"ll rapldh , bUI in h i ~ ha ..lt' 10 b«.-ollle
';("11<1101 ill 19,16 he Iel l lh t" t!tXIT Opf'tl 10 an h a lo·
Amel lt ;m. IH'lIu·n'1I11 Ko\ernOl J o h n O . Pa slo re .
who da llllt"li lht· ~1I\l:"11I0l'" chai l fro m ~kGralh ' ..
pol il ita l a ll~' . J)t·rlll i.. J . Roht·r l\ . ma yor o f PrO\,i
ilt·lIt('. " " "lilli' dupli( i1It"d lh i" leal in 19'19 a nd
ht'('an1l' 'ot'na llH whe ll ~IrC ralh .Id \"anfed 10 a ttol "
n t'\ g:t' lll' la l in Ih t· TIII T1l an ad mi n is tra lion . Thi..
m OH' 1i1l ~11I ~ ( It-alt"tl lilt' p<Ith for Robert s 10 lun
fOI Ron·tIl OI in 1950.

Bill lilt' dl '(";It!t· of lh t" 19,10.. had bt't'll tO~ l ly fOI
Il t'm tl( ra l... Th(' pol ili( 'al a '>lTlldanq of Pa~IOIe

a nd lilt' plwtHlttlt'llall tlll gt' \" il y llf Gln "1l had ( 11'
al l'd 'l bOlllt' llt'(k o n Ih l' pall y'" lad der of i1d \,;lIl lt:,·
mell t. Thl \ illlpa ....e wa .. lefl t'Cled all a lo ng lh t'
..lalt' lit Io;, t'l ..... ltl·lt· IlOIl-lri..h mt 'mllt'r s of lht' par
Iy' .. t' lh ll i( (o a li l io tl t'<IJ1:('r1v a .....a i lt'(l lht·1l IUrn 10
mo\'e u p. FUlllwrrllor e, lht· pn.,j iea rnt'lll ('l(lendt'd
10 lht' llt'" ' JI:(·Ilt·lill io n of Dt'l1\tKTalic leader" on
th t, loc a l I(·\d . wh o fo und Ihe mo,eh·t's \'i llUall~'

..... ilho lt l ,uU'!>" 10 hi Jl:lIt"I off i(t' .

TIl(' ;lfh '.IJIt('nWlll bOllkm'flo;, Oil Ihe 10\'>'el !e\'el
W.I" <tho tltn· 10 Ih t' ..i ll: n l llw "lale . Rhode Island
is \i rllMl h ;1 I il \ ·..r;lle, wi th I' f()\i dt'nc(' - al k a s'
un li l 1111' Iollt' l~lO .. - Iht ' IIujor illKrroielll in
Ilt'T1l t Jot r <t IH \ it lor ie... O Ilier u rba n a reas we re sa l·
d l itl:"" o f th t' (enlla l cit\" a nd , ani ng: in poli lical
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HII" I. ,b .. ..

.' .." alor Th .."d",r F ta n n " ( ;".. ..tl ".lImlt /h .. ("aA.. al a

...er pnon. [un.. Ii. I'HI>. h",,,,.m ,1t 111m a,' II, .. "liI..sl mn>l·
bn n 'f't 10 ....n ... ... Ih.. ( '..ii. ,l\.."al" - 88 ~ ..ar", ,~ ,."mlh ,'.
I~ dav .

uru cen wuh Providence. thev roncntured an irn
pregnable basuon. Throughout the fOTlin and in 
In lilt' fi llies the p.UI\ was ruled bv Ihi ~ urba n
coatiuon 10 wh« h Ro ht' m fell heir in 19:J0.
There was vinuallv no area in t ht- sta re- where a
sepa rate pol it ical ba <;<" could be for med by all a m
bi tious ra ndida n-. Unless a ca nd ida te wav a p
pr oved hy part y leaders. he co ul d 11111 r-tuer ilS
'O ma ll ~o\"e rtJi nK (,in It' or 1)1:' p ie!<;xd In jil in il ~

" lie kt'l ." In ~hmt. IIII' Ikmo( ra l ic polilird l h it' r
arc h \ a"o;e mbled Ih(' Rt'publica n o liKauh\ o f Ihe
prt'-19l5 era .

Re pu bl ican I('adc"" did nOl ha\(' 10 WOIT)' a bmll
a Ixll !lell('(k ocnlTring amon~ Iheir \lale olf iu~'

holde's . for from 19j 2 10 1938 Ihq' ('Ic-ned 0 11 1)'
I""n " in 1940.' Tht'ir 'O l a.~na l ion of anollu:r 'ton
"001\ Ih(' r~ult of Ih(' GOP"~ failu l(' 10 rt't~nil(,

IK)lil i('a l faCl\ of life in Rhode h land . In a Siale
whose.' popul .uion wa\ O\'('r sixl)' per « ·m (·Ihni.
ill origlll a nd O\'t'l c' ig hl)' pt'r n" nt Ulh ;i11 in h fe
sty lc", Rt'publican Ic-ad(' r ~hip "001" o \c'lw hd ml ng;ly

Yankee and rural III 11\ ra vn-. It -, Yankee es ta bl is h

IIlt'JlI wa s th e- I M-UI! of a ..harp C''CCJIIOIl1K and
"' M' ia I c las s djr horomv IIll1qU(' 10 Rhotll' leland's
development . Thc' rural nature of Ihl ' pilln re..led
ill 11\ 1.1..1 ba ..uon of '"t'ng:lh - Ihl" '1;111" w na It' 
where gerrvmandered di ..l ricl" al lowed ..mal l-town
kadt'T\ 10 exert a n inoni ina re amoun t of It'" t"ra ge
OH"I nonu nanonv 10 Itw ..tare l il k t· l. ~ Aga m , the

' lillt"S sma flnevv WOI kt'C.I in J('\'C'r ..e fm Republ i
call' 't'eki ng ;lITt'.., In pa ll y ro unri lv. 'I' ll(' Hedg
ling u rba n ( ;01' wa\ I,trgel y populate-d b~ eth 
nir-, who, in ttw 1'(1<;<" o f the m OH" P!O'IX"!OU'

ha lia n and Frem h -Canadian ('1t'1I1t'1l1'" had 11It'
19 j 5 Republican lie".. durirrg rhe period Iht· panv
had ronuolh-d rhe- nlie... Le adership III urban
;Irea, gravitated 10 l" lh n it, ..IRh a ~ Chricropher
HI"! SC'SIO or Fel ix T oupin , wh o had um e hN-1I
Demoe rar s bUI wC·H' una ble (0 find advaucemeru
in rba r panv . S IIJC ( ' fn... Repu bl ica n IIIICMd, " 'C'It'

made in rhe citil"~ . thc"it urban (ohml\ had small
\"oi't' in GOP ;Iffair...

8 C'IWI't'1I 19' 2 a nd 1% 6, a nd IM" ..ihJ y 10 rbe
plC"S/.'JlI , il r-nu ld 1)(' <I 1,'.: lIt'd tha t Rhode- leland was
h....i call ~· a strong Olll'-pa lly sta le , AII!lo ug;h Re
p u b lica ns gauu-d t hr- g;on ' lllol\hip in 19'10, 19.:'18.
1962. 1964 a nd 19fih t'lt't non.., Iht' il , iclOrit".. d id
nOI ,dint a "lTon~ gra,..rOO I'O 1><111\ movement ,
hUI rather o p po nu ni suc n mrnph .. over a "orne
nme-, divided ( 1 9j~) " somerime-, tartushed ( 19j8,

19.'i8" 1962 )" or .... rmerime.. disorganued ( 1966)
Dt-nHK rat ii' pall' . Other Rep ublica n t' lc" tora! vir 
loriC" were either III rhe r u ral-domin.ned crate sen 
an- or with the popular President DWi gh t O.
Eiwnhower . E" 'II rnnuol o f the Ma lt' senate wr
cawed har k and fotl h 1IJ1111 1958 when Democra t..
Ka im'd COI1lIOI. Elerticu \ l;uislin fOI thr- period
Id lt'CI a pattern o f th i" co n. hUI it iv a 1"0 dear
Iha t since 1956 11le" Rt'puhJican p,a lt y Ic'gained Ih t'
atn lllY to cClmp,"I," alitI " ' in e lect io ns fo r "he sla le 's
Kt"nna l o ffict's . T hl 'O IUrnabou l in Ihe t'l1:'( lora ll"'s
"olinli; habits, hom ~o l id De mocr,lIic matgins 10

( ompt' l i l i \"t~ I WO-J);H I~' HIIlOf" fOl nldjUl offict's.
can bt- traced 10 (""enh wilhin 1x)lh p<lrll("s durin~
d nurial eig;hl-~{'at period . 19;)6-64.

The Ro lx-lI , ·lk l St-"IH race for gO\!' I IIC ll in
1930 " 'a s a walt'ldu'l! 101 ell:'( lo r.. I dl,III~t" of Iht ·
IWX I dt"{'",dt'. Thc'il h illC'1 ba llic' 1I 1l 1('i1~ IlC'd a lide of
tKJli tl f al u lld(' rr IlITt"lI l~ ..... hi ch I(Mk,,,llk m on alic
pall y ..truClUl e a nd rdol ust'd R"puhlic';m ('Ieclion
..n ate"g )', Am ong; mort· im po rta n t lt c'mb w('l e t!le



following : a fraeturing o f Democra tic un it v a s
wimevsed b,' rml' rg;rlln' of the p ri rnarv election av
a vehrr 1(' fOl t'xpr('~~ion of d iscoruent: resurgence
of ethnic pollli( \ in both pa rt i{'~: le~""ning o f the
u rban Dt"mO(Ta W Hll lll~ bace: a nd loss o f ot her
rradinona l -upporuve- group...

Dennis J Rnhn h v-emed desuned 10 become a
tn ired Stare-, wnamr , An Ir i..h Ca tholic with na t
ural leade-rchjp q uali lit ,s. ht, ha d starred III fool 
hall in hig-h "honl and college. gone o n 10 law
"hooJ. and in 19:H had been r- lec ted 10 the sta le
senate from Providence. By 1938 he was sta te par
1\' chairman alfied to J . Ho ward :\1cGra lh , a lead
IIlg Democrat . In 19·10 Ro bert " wrested th e no m i
nation lor mavos hom powerful cilY treasurer
Wa h('f Fillpa lri( I. and, with the aid o r Frank
Ran. ou-ted Republican incumbent Joh n
(Alllin \ .· [) llI ing Iht" neXI ten vearv a .. mavor he
hUlII the reputation or being an able and progres
lilt' adminicuaror and an adept poliural leader .
Ahhough unable In move up 10 governorsh ip in
1946. Ro lx·J1S ' Iurure ~Iill looked br ight. Theodore
Fra ncis G reen was e ighly -th rff in 19S0 when
Ro bert s was endorsed without oppos ition for gov
ernor and e-a..il y heal Eu g('ne j. Lachapelle in the
general e ll"(" lion . and it seemed hil':hly li kt'l y th at
Gn't'n wou ld soo n reure. Robert s moved quickl v
10 con-ol id.ue hi.. pOWl'1. In 1951 Frank Rao be 
came Slalt" I l<t rt ~ dlairma n and hi s re ig n wa s
marked hy lil/;hl 1><lIl y di" ip li nt' a nd allq ;iance 10
Ro ht'r h .7

RUI dn'alm of 19.10 <jui(kly !xTam(' realitlt"s o f
1956. G fl'l' n h ,ld nnt \ ll'p rwd down from the Uni 
Ic'd Sla lc's St·n att· in 195·1 whc'll hi s lerm e xp ired.
a nd IWO yea rs lal c'r h i.. le..1 fo r \\',I,hinglon had
nOl d imini shed . Thc'/(' was a ln~jam in Ihe uplK'r
n ht"lo n .. o f Ihe part y, and Rohl'rtS was forced 10
run for ~O\'t' tIlflf fo r Ihc' fou rth limt".

H is r iva l in 19:16 W,I" a Oemun al lurned Re 
publican . Chr islop hl' r Oel St'sIO, who had earlier
,>{'rnod as a Ikmoualic a ppoin tee 10 hi ghl y re
,> ponsible posi lio n .. in stale go\'t'rnmenl. Del
.WSIO'S d ist'lI(ha lll mt' 1ll wi lh Dt'mocrals ca me in
19-'" when ~lc G ra lh a nd OIht' rs had \,t'loed h i..
ollldid,l("y for lit 'Ulenall l gO\'l'TnOr in fa\'or o f
J o h n O . Pa " or ('" . ~ li t' ~ uh'tl'q uent h' jo in ed lh e
G O P a nd ran a Im ing ca m paign for mayor o f
P ro vidt'n Cf' in 19S2. BUI Ot-I St-slO'S road 10 tht'
Re pu hl ica n nom ina tion wa s no t easy. Aht'r bt'ing
denied Ihe G O P nomina lion for gO\-ernor by the

rural "o ld guard" ill 19.'",,1. I lIl.' \ Se~1O WOII endor..v
meru in 1956and 1)("(',II11('lht" firsl Republi can h al o 
American randidare for 1':0\'l'tIlOl of Rh ode Islan d .

Del S ('\l o ' ~ cand idacv wa .. a ..ignifican t cha nge
III Rep ublira n ~lTa ll"gY, wh ir h had made e th nic
matches bv "iltin~ an Iri ..h man aga inst Joh n
Pa..tore III 19.Jfi and hy cudorving Fre nc h
Canadian cand idate.. in 1948 through 1952 elec 
lio n .., IK" ..iblv in a n effon 10 revive rhei r pre-1932
alha nee with t hat ('lh n ic group. J ohn G , :\l ur p h \
in 19-1fi and Rao ul Archambault . J r" in 1952 had
run reawmablv \H'II . bUI Ihe GOP had nOI been
ahle 10 piere e- Ihe Sf'W Deal Democratic ethnic
lnalilion .' T ht'u eudorcemem of De l Se-..to wa .. III

a wa y the last IX)..vihle alternative Republican..
cou ld offer to b leak triparthe Democratic a lii
ances .

Del St,..,O'., nonunanon wa.. also a vir rorv for
tbe- GO P ', urba n -liberal wing . The feud between
mort' progr('<,\I\e cil~ Republicans and the ru ral
wuarona l clique had been vimmermg since 1953.
whe-n Iht' Republican state remra l co mmiuee had
open!)' uilic-i,t'Il.! ther r pa rty' r ou nter pa rt-, in the
sena te ror nb..rrur noru..m a nd lor deal ing ....-uh
Ot'!llrx ra l\ .loSen ator Gt'orge D. Greenhalgh of G lo
r evter , leade-r of tht, group. a nd his ..tare chai r
man. Her bcn R_Car kin of WarwicK......ere able to
pre-ve-nt Ild St''' lo '''''a llllida,~' in 195·1. Bm two H'a"
la l"1 1l,'1 St·"O !<;luwd t'ndof\e!ll('nl ....·i lh Ihe a id o f
William T . BIlKllIlh(',ld of Barring ton a nd strong
Ita lo- Anwr ica n ..uppo t! frn m Pro"idenH'."

Th(' "Ionl/; fUll rll" t' lt'(' lion o f 1956 tl 'su!ted in a
1<111I11'(1 Roht ·tl s viClory ..... Iwll Illl' ..lal(' su pn'mt '
n m rt inva lida led i1 h..t'IlIt ,t' and ..hul -in ballots ('as l
pri or 10 t'lt'n ifJn da y Oil 11ll' ji!; rOlll Hb of a ('(mSlilU 
lional i11llt'lltlmt'llI s l K'l i fy i Jl ~ lh al a ll \,o les of Ihi s
Iyp" hi' ca~ 1 Oil Ill(' r K lllil1~ tI;q-' . While Ihe \' ic lory
wa s ('(Islly 10 RulK'ns' ima g: t', it do~e exa mi llill io n
of Ihe e lt'cl io n u '\'t'a h Ihal olher 'ign if ica lll fac
lot S ....·ere al .....ork in 1956 h;l\' ing imlXlrtanl lon g
I('rm eHens 0 11 Ihe sla tl" ~ po lili(-al hfe.

Elhnici ty "I a ~, t'd a n uc ial rolt' in Ihe el('Clion
for bOlh Rc·publ ican.. a nd Dem ocral s. Ahho llg:h
et h n ic IKll ilin .....a .. a .....ay of liI e in Rhode Island
- bolh 1><ltIi t'.. had bee n "~'''emalica l h- balancing
IIC};t"IS ..... i , h Fu'mh. Iri..h . Ita lian . and Ya nk ee
ca ndidall's since 1936 - Ihi .......as Ihe fi rs l pm !
1935 COllleSI in .....h ich ..i,able defen io m occurred
~Iale",,'ide, ~() dou bl. De l St-~IO's 100a h .....ere en
hanced by- th(' p rt'sid('lII ial ~'ea r tu rnoUl a nd Iht'
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b 'o('nhO\\TI rriumph III Rhodl' l da nd . but lilt"

1{(lhnl , · Ilt-an J. 1,1' \\1 ' IlInl,ff in I!I:'..j wa-, Itw
I;lIgl" 1 o ll ' H'a r H Ill' in lilt" ' Ia ll'" hi,wl\ 1111111

rh.u Il IlW awl almovr malt lu-d Ilw 1111 110111 ill I!F,l'L

COlllp'II I"JIl of Rol)( 'lb ' 19.'i 1 \ Ole wuh rh.u of
19:")6 in 11ll" it alian h >tl l"ra l Ih ll a n-a n l Provi 
lin in'. a nd ",anll n" lInll 01 Ro! )('l h -Ilt-1 St'\IO re-
IIlTl... 1l0!llIHIIlTllunlli," wuh , iJa hll' ha lian IK)P
UI:U IH I1', borh n-vea l ,I dramanr ,,\ing 10 11ll'

h ..lo .Ann-ur an . (lur in g th e l'a lll lMig n it wa' Ieh
Ih,u D l '] SI"I " ',. ('!hni ( ol ig lll' would hut t him
wnh Y;lllkt·{· l{ep ll hl ll .tIl ' vaid 10 lx- n-lucr.uu 10

('ntlOlw all l tahan . Hili n-rum-, hom Ihrt~ , Hll k
ribbed I lil a I Repll hli "ul town - - Fo- u-r: C!Oll"' 
u-r . ["t'II'1 - , h 'lw II " \011' . Ull illg when II',ul l\
.11r- ' 01111"'11("(1 10 Y ~111 t..1'1· \\" i 11I;lIn r. B r oomhead'v

tola l\. III chou, II a p lll';u, Of.'! Sf-'In p i, kr-d u p
11Il1)! II I,tll l Jra lia n Ill '1lI0 1 ra ti( \( 111"' a nd n-ta im-d
lrad il io na l COP ' IH'tlgl h - Ilwl(' wa v no ethnic
h,lI kla \h .' z

h ilknc,. n-p n-v-un-d in "'lling re turns Oll hi \
<'In lion are hUllrt"'''' 'tlln ca mpa ign e\'t"n h . From
la lt' St-llll 'm h('r u n u l :\')\ t'mht'I , IIt'W'P" I)('I ' a nd
ai rwave WI'H' fi ll ed wuh \loriI" a nd a ppea ls abour
a nd 10 lta han \'Hlt'''. Robert , nev e-r injer n-d na 
uonaluv illl UllI !> n-mar ks. bur rhe- Ot'm(llra li,
ra ndidau- fm \r(It· t<lT ~' 0 1 ,1;Hl' J ohn A. ~O\ll' Jr.
dill so II I1'p; trI n.~ly . Il l' r-alled Dt'I S"~IO a fig ur e·
head . implying rhnr li lt" Rep ubl ican panv had
Ill' W I b-en lr iendlv 10 the Ital ia n. " If the RI'llllbli ·
r a n -, th ought Ihey r ould wi n, rhev would ne-v er
ha n " p ut lip De! Scvro." Xo ue al so a n nou nced
that a Dem ocrauc I )! III sh o wed R obenv wmning:
bv a rhree In o ne ma rgin in the rhi neemh wa rd .
"heart o f lilt" biK!,:e l>1 l ta ha n -Americ.a n d rvtrir t in
Rhode Isla nd ." III 1111' ( ;uTlpaigll \ fi nal week
NOlle adti ll' s,t"(! Tildio mt'~sag:l'\ 10 h is k ilo ....· it al 
ian s pral\ illK Robert s: w nrk O il rhe American
rom mi m-e o n Ita li a n migrauon to rt'\'i\(" the
quota wv tem and noung his aw a rd (rom Ihe
Ita lia n govemmenr o f Grand Officer o f rhe Order
o f ~Ier i t . n

O lh er Dl'lIlon a t\ of Ita lia n ("X ITanlOn .on·
ItIlUOO thl' a ssau lt upon Del SI'SIO. Wht'll As, islan l
Allortle\' C;('lwra l Fran.i\ J. Fauano tealll l'd Iha l
lh t" GOP n m d ida le wa s go in!'; to spt'nd a day in
1'Oa lick . a prl"domin;tIll ly Ita lian <lrea o f Wt'SI
Wa rw i. k . he SIlt"t"rro , " lte ne\ er knew where 1'Oa
lick wa s lImil he boecaml' a ca ndida le." TIli \ wa s
Ihe pa lll' rn o f a ll"( t.. hy m am' o lht"T'i , a nd fnr

. ~ In,(' " m d,dlll(" J h" " d ,ha.t'. Ch ."I"pht' . V .. I """0 (a m
pa''l'''''''' "" F('dn allhll ,,,,,,.,111 dll\',' br fm(' fht' IIl \h

It",bn""'lltllll r ln'u""

Demoe fa " rheir erh mr wooin g: e-nded wirh a rna ..
vive- ral lv o n Federal lIill at which Sena to r Joh n
O . P;HIOTe flai led a .....a y' a t De! SeSIO a nd rhe Re
publican pa rt y.

Rep ublica n-, we-re- fa r (rom outdone . I>d St'\lO

r oncemrated h is ca m pa ign in predominnnrlv h a l
ian an-a s ot rhe state. H is o n ly Providence In-ad
quanerc were in lta lia n -popula u'd wards. II I'
. ha llenJtI-d Robens 10 ca m pa ig n in WeSl('r1y o r o n
Federal H ill , where Democrat s had ha d biaer pn
marv bau les. Del Seslo 's o wn \ i\i l 10 th e "Hi ll"
fin " day " be fore rb e e lec tio n W'<l \ port rayed in a
full page la yout o f p ir ru res feanmng the ca nd i·
da ll" ,oll\t' lsi ng ill It alian wilh a loca l wo m a n
,>hopp, 'r .1 1

Elhn lc- ' Ir;lIt'g i('s o f hOlh c<llHlidatt'\ in 1956 ig 
nitro a ll illl t'nS(" !l('r il's o f primar it's a nd d("( tio ns
durin!'; Ihe nex i ei Jtlll yea r.. a llli beyond . In 19.'i8
Robt-rt \ al!:ain fa.ed [ lot'! Se SIO wi lh much Iht'
~m(' Iypt" (If cam pail!:t1 . Del SeSIO'~ \'Olt" in lh e
\'ario U'. dislTic!S a nd tow"ns rem<lint"d \'iTl ual h Ih t"

-
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Claiming Race on Federal Hill

f: /II,I/£·o w · .. fl'd pol,/,n a ..d ,./ , a ll'((' ''.l .!lnfaad d ,am a/ loll 
1\· m 1111' 19~" ((Ub.....a l ..lPlal r a m p al ,,=". al til" I'd lfu ll ll l
rll,'oon ,,,r un...h pom l • .. ""

sa me , o n tv Ih, S ume the Rep ublican won . Two
vears later Dernocra rs norninau-d John A. :'\olle.
J r . 10 head a ricket that included Edward P.
Ga llogly in the "ot"wnd spot . The None-De l SeJ>1O

rare dearly ind icates a ret urn b~: ltalo-Ameriranv
10 Democrauc ranks. and Notte 's pluraluies in
1962 ag-ainst Yankee John H . Cha lee offer fu rt he r
evidence. T he pe rsistence of et hniotv as a factor
in elec tions ca n be seen as la te as 1970 when an
Ita lian Re publ ican cha llenged a j ewi..h Demo
nat. l ~

Besides crea ung eth nic aruagoni srn s. the
Robens win in 1956 intensified the logjam within
the party. Before Dem ocratic endo rsemen ts thai
vea r Roberts had 10 di ssuade WeJ>t \\'a rw ick chief
tain ~lichael DeCianns hom l ha llf'ng'in g' him (or
the nomination and , in order to pacir.,.. Secretary
of Stale Arm and ['..ou: 's desires, rhe lieut enant
governo r's spo t wa s gi ven 10 the popu lar Fre nch
ma n agai ns t Ihe advice of Italian leaders.!e Thi s

patchwork co mpro mi-e did not work . ['..orf was
quic k ro understand the precariou s povinon o f the
governor due to his ...vie-rorv.... over Oel SesI O. a nd
within a yea r rumors o f a primarv ch allenge wer e
in the air.

Armand ['.o le 's potu ical career in " WIt' IXllitics
was the resu lt of J . H oward MrG ra lh \ desi re to
un ite the Democratic pa rty in rh e 19·10 e lection.
In order to pac ifv Thomas P. Mc['..oy, poli tical
sachem of Pawnn-ker and a constant thorn in rhe
sidf' of the govemine coalition o f rhe panv .
~IcGralh o ffered ~te Coy the o pportun uv 10 name
IWO S~XHS on the s tate ticket.11 For o ne of Ih t"M"
posiuons. secretary of state. ~lcO»)' ch oo,(" ['..ote , an
obscu re firer -term sch oolcommnteernan h om
Pawtucket . From Ihi s Iortunous ~ta fl ['..ole
emerged as rhe lOp pa rtv vote geuer by rbe 19:'0~ .

Wh ile it is d ifficu lt 10 determ ine Co tf's rnor iva 
ucns in 1958, i t wou ld be reasona bly correc t to
assume tha t pe rso na l ambition coupled with the



t'lh ll ll desi re hi h,l\ t' a Fra nco-Ame-rican lead the
tJ,;lI l\ afte-r IWO dt"(adn u l l n -,h dnm inauon were
fa. lUI" in hi " deu-rminauons.

In rude-r 10 dMII I:"Il ~ t' Roben.. in 19.')M, C..o tt: was
Ion ed ro lak e lh t' pnmar v route beca uw Iht, Dem 
ol la li( -ta te com nut u-e. Ih e endOt ,>in~ invrrumern ,
remained 'lInll ~ l ~ in Robert ,,' r onuol. " p rimary
W,,, a t that unu- an unu-vu-d method ill Rhode
Ivl.md polni cs: a prunarv law had !It,(, 11 adopted
III 19,17 a nd, a fter a ht u-f flurr y of afli\'il~' in both
IMlllt" tlu- foll()w ill~ ve-n r , ir had Ialk-n into d is
11 -..:' 011 the ..tau- level a' a n in suument nf change
III 11;111\ poh uc ... There i, lillie doubt rb.u Ih e
lI l;:i d hi erarchv of borh pall i",,> whit h "a no int ed"
• audtda u-.. for Ih.' Iii \"'."1 co ntri buted 10 lh i.. virua 
IIUII. E"IJh.ia lh in lilt' lk m on alil 1);111\ " where
\ il lor ,> of 1935 welt' \("" vi ..ible a nd ;ICII\(", partv
ran \... a nd fil e W('H" qui lt' docile a bout th e dt '('i ..ion 
l1l;i k lll.e; p roe e..... It i, iron ic th at bv 19.'lM rhe ri .ii;"id 
i l~ re-mained a nd had rrea red a ..iruation wuh
wh it h p<Uly leaderv Wt'11:" u na ble In (Opt""

T Il(' R ()lx"rt s - Col t~ haule during summer 19.')8
W;I\ the- fir"l se-rio llS prima ry in th e ' tal t"s hi "IOl'y,
COtl~ a nd hi .. capahle campa ign manager . w alr er
I\.a lll:" of Smith field . pu t challenger.. in to the field
ftll e\'I:" t\ ..la te offill" I:" Xn ' p l genera l lIea'UIt'r . bUI
lilt' major ra i l' wa .. fm Ih.. to p oUire a nd li ll b~" 

IfUt'1lI (-ont ro l 0 1 lhl ' Ik morra lir pall\', Thl:" dtt
lion a m id IX" r1a~" l lin: 1 <I' "n ud t'" in li lt' vn 'tt'

Ih;u Ih t' media wa.. 1I'ot"d 10 a ..mall (!f'.e; rf't" . r('flt'("
lin J.l: lht" '>Oml:"whal un'>Oph islil__a led Ilalurt' of
Dcmonali(- (-amlJ,;li ~llill g; and a lm os t IOlal reli 
a nn " u pon Ihe CO!H-rlll of !l,uty "ol.e;ani/-<l lio n ."
Wi lh leg-ard 10 i~" IJ(", . C(J \(~ le lied UpOIl n il ici..m~
of Ih t' !{0\'f"1Il0l thill IH'I St-sto had It-,-e!t'd two
y('a l\ ea rl Ier and UpOIl lh e the ml' Ih al a <ha llgt"
wa .. lIt't"lIn.J , l1n lik(" l lw IYS6 I:"lt'c tio ll , lill lt' m en 
lion wa " made Ollt'IlI)' tlf nal ionalil Y, h UI tht'
RolK'IIS ca m p made ' Ilt'c ia l effort" in Woonliock el
10 hold Ihe Frt"llch -Canadian \'ote. Robt"rt s' a lly
in lha t <-ily wa .. I\.t'\ in Colema n" a h iK hl ~ rt"'> pec 
11'11 re ffllm ma yor. 11

Tuhday , Septt'm bt"r 17. wa.. a !l:loom,'" rainy
dn a ~ Dem()(Ta ts ",'("nl to Ihe poll s" Surprisin!{ ly"
Co tf held a thrt"'(" hundlffl \'ole lead sta lt'widt'
Ix"(ore rf"turn.. from Plo\idt'nct' Wt'If" rounted " BUI
Ihal lead wali lihall t'rt"(1 b~.. an o rga n iL<tlioll "ote of
IWO to ont' for Ihe .e;O\'I:" IIlOf in hi .. home c ily. The
cha lle n.e;("r ran n "ry well in Ihe Blacksl one a nd
I'awluxt'l "alle}"s, Fn"lu h -Cana dian f>lron~hol ds,

r a rrv in g Pawt uck e-t . Lincoln . Cumber land . Cen
rral Fal h and Wt" 1 Wa rwick" H i.. major dicap
poiuunent wa .. Woull \CKkel; a lthoueh he carried
the- c i l~' hv a ,1.0 15 10 3,718 \OIe, the margin was
far k -,s tha n expec ted. O verall . CoIf garne red
a lmost H J-X"I cent of the \'Ole and .'lOA pt'l rent
nt lls ide of Provide-nce.

Ro h"I1'" fi lth ca m p a ig ll for .e;O\e lnor wav a re
marc h o f rhe 19:,1) a ffair. Del Sceto. a lte-r uu ual
relu sa l. had again dl'c iclt"d 10 ht- a candida te- when
hi S r hoi re for vta te part y c ha irma n , Will ia m T .
Hroomhead. wa~ wk-ru-d 10 replac e the G ll'en 
ha leh -Ca rkm com bi ne . The da y a fter Ihl:" primar v
Ot-I S('<>IO said that rhe re"ll lt~ o f the Dem ooauc
squa bble forecast "a Republ ican landsl ide of un 
pnx edemed propo rt ionv."I') Wh iit' hi-, rberorical
progno..is was fa r from correct, the G O P randi
dll l:" ' \ narrow 6,,230 \ 011' plurali ty was de pe nde nt
in J};UI on th e Dem ocrarir rupture (If Ihl:" PII:"\'IOU"
51:"»11:"10 ber ,

J(Jurna li sl~ han' uu ributed th e- GO I' victo q-' 10
a revenge-nunded puhlic 3 1O U'>' '1f by Ill<' ''''OIC
steal" of 1956, fn rc-jllg n-rribunon UpOIl Roben..
and hi .. cron ies. There IS p robab ly nuu h to rhi ...
ide-a . partiru la rly ;11110 11 /0; th a i group of \'tiIel"
hi ~h ly intere..led in a mi awar e of ,tal t' affair... But
(uTlh l:"r a na l ~'.'>I" (If t·kn ion relurn.. indi call:"" tha i
Rohrlls' .." en/o; lh d ropped suHicie nl h- in COlt:
'"(JIl~hold .. \0 Iha l in co nj u nClion ",-ith Ihe " lo ng
(oUIII" i.... ut' of 1956 , Iht' defenion o f Franco 
Alllellcan.. from th t" lkmocralic pa rty CO'>l tht"
gO\t"TIl01 a fifth lerm" ContTalitin .e; Rnht"Tls-()(")
St"liIO lOla Is for 1% 6 a nd 1958 ..ho w.. Ihat Ihe Dd
5....10 \,ole in Ita lian alea s re mained fairly ..Ial ic 01
d('f li lwd liligh tly in tl:"rm~ of pt."lrt'ntage , Colli 
pa rillK area~ of CoI f slre n.e;th again ..t rl:" llITllS fOI
Iht" IWO ca nd ida lt's in ear h e1ertioll inui( 'alt'.'> that
Ild SI'SIO '.'> \'011' pi ck tod up ~i.e; ni fica nl ly or rt'
ma illt.od approxi mau' ly Iht' sa me in a lo w . u no u t
year, wh ile Robert..' ..uppml and hi s marg lll ~

droppnl in e\·t'I.,- co m m lln Hy·. It appt'al'> Ihal
1H"m oual.. in Iho <,l:" ar ea s t'ilhl:"r ab..lained from
\'oling or 11l00'nl into Ihe GOP co lu m n in "lIffi
c il:"nt numbel'> 10 mai n ta in Del Seslu 's tota l...
Wh ilt" re..ult.. are not cond u..i \'e. Ih t" Robert..-Colf
..plil lOa )' ha\ t' hf't"n Ih l:" kl:"y rng red il·nt in Repub
lican \' inoq" ,~

T he Cote p rimary had <,e\ era l long Il:"rm impor
talll i mplicatiom. T hl:" hege mony of Iht" Ro ben..
Ra o organization wa .. fraClured a nd would bt·

•



[)nmu } , Hobnh ,U " ''''U'.' coni... ,..." ,. "fin hu p .mlQ'"V
fon 10 Cuubouu Pdf fm th ,. Drm ocre nc .,...,a IOp/a l ..,oml ·
..,alltm m IWi().

e h r niuat ed ill 1960 . Wi lh R{)I)t'II ~ ' ddea l in the
wnaronn l pumar v o f 111;11 vear. Ih,' ~ Ialt' o rgunoa
tion th a t ha d ,'x i ~I('1I vinr e l ~rS5 wa~ una ble 10
regro u p under ~ l rnrlg t t'ad"I ~hip a nd declined ra p
idly . John A. Nnw' J 1. a nd John G . :\IrW''t'nt'y ,
who "IIIt'r gt 'lI ill tY60 a ~ gO\Tlnnr a nd state r-hair
man H'~PI'I li\'d y, ....TH· u na hi e In lope with thr
fl ew poliura! envuonme-m.

Kq 'sIOIlt' of lilt' potui "at \ ((· Iit', at lea st for
Dem ocrat s. wav Ih,' primar y elecrin n. Between
1951'1 and 196·1 t'ilT lio m Ill(' endorsed part y ca nd i
dare fo r gon-IImr far ed "' ri ou~ ch allenges for the
nOIllIll,uion . In ":Il h e n ,' Ihl ' Jla" y ' ~ elldo T",'me n!
..... t'1lI 10 an ind ivid ua l fro m Prm 'idelln - o p rK-'!'i('d
by la nd ida le\ Ollhid,' lht, 1l;1Tl ) h it"rarch y. AI
lhough m t'\"' IYc<t'l·t"xce p l Cl a ilhortlc Pell 's in 1960
Ihe \ Ia lt" o rga ruJa l ion wa .. \ 'itlnriou \, ea , h T<l C-e
fUll ht' ! weakt'n t'till . Th i ~ proc t' ~~ ~lopPt'd nO! lor
lal k of a m bi lillU" m t'n b UI for ernt'Tgenc-t' o f a n
t' xlft'm t'ly popubr Rt'public-an gowrnor in 1962.
Tht" <tMenda my o f John H . Chaft'(' made Ihe

Dt'm Ol ra li l nomi na n nn derided lvIess popula r.
h ell a fte-r h i ~ de-teat in 1968 , th e Republican par
rv had ga int'd a IU"W lu-d ib ilily , making Demo -
erauc endorv-mem no lon gel th e m a jo r step 10
rhe Kon'rnol~h ip.

It i.. Iik!'ly rha t p! ima rv .ampaiKm a mong
De mocra t.. will oml in lle fOI ma jm f) lf ict"~ . Lpon
the dea rh of Congu·....ma n J o h n E. Foeanv in
1%7 it majnr Itee -Ior -a l] ensued for th e endorse
rneru . wi th P u )\,id l'n« ' Io rres lo ..illli; OUI 10 a new
co rner h om suburban Wa r",·i.k_ Ru be n O .
T iernan. Even defea t o f lilt' Pro videnr e ....ma
rhine's.... ca ndidate fO! Ihe c-ongre<-...io na l no m in a 
lion d id nOI foresta ll a primarv rale - former
governor J ohn A . :-;'011(" JI .. hopmli; 10 eapllaliJt'
o n Ihe h("3 \Y ronremrarion of lta lo -Arnerica ns in
the di~trin, (Olllf"ilt"d rb e nornma rio n in a p ri 
mary' a nd It"'1 in a verv doo;e election.

The stare Ilt-monalic organuauon of the post
19.15era . whik- prid ing il-.elf o n poliucal acumen .
wa s mvopk in uudervtanding Iundamema l
(ha ngt'~ ol<urring ill Rhode lvla nd ",x-iel\ _Wi th 
in 1....·0 dt'(·ad,..., 19.'10·1970, Pro vidence a nd its ~is·

ter cilit''' t"lIJII' rit' fUn:! ..igu ificam emrerauon 10
su bu rban c-om m Ull ilif''' . There i .. l illie dou bt tha r
Provide-mt"~ su b..ren u al d,'( l e<l ,," ~ are reflected
po!i l lca lly in llt-m lKra u c ga im in Wa rwi ck , Cr a n
~Inn , John"'oll , a nd \IlIlW SIlIII!J ('AllIlIIY <om
m uu uiev. ( ;" Ilt' ra l "\'>'I'mhh' dt 'lI'g;uiullS fro m su b
urba n l'Olll lllll lji lin p rondt" all accurate meavun
o f rhiv phenomenon. Bq~' illllinK in 19:10 a nd pe-r
hap.. "H'II earhe-r , [It.'lIll ll ralic slu' ng lh in th e mal 
a p por tio ne d ..tate sena te began 10 mctea se . By
1958 the sena te had gone- Democraur (2,'i-20j, and
lhi ~ trend ('(lllI in llt'd. rt'lel\' in K fllTlh t'1 impem ..
from rour t-mandau-d rl'al lplllli llllTnl'nl in 1966
d t·( non s. PO\\.TT ill tlu- stan- OIga ni la llo n b-gan
10 drift awa y hom PUHid,'n( I''s fOllll o l a .. ne-w
rumrr s Ilt'( ',IITH ' awa re o f tht'il infllll'lJ( Sr I I is not
sur pr i..in g Ih ,1I t lu- p II·..em /;(0\t-II10r and \ 1;UI'
r ban m.m are f HIIIl subur ba n a rt:'"a\ .21

The part y lu era n hv of lhl' fori It" and fifll e,
wa .. a l,>(1 \'t'ry ol rnpl<l(('1II a ho UI t'xlI' lld in.1; o rg-a n i
la lil llla l illl lu t'lJ((' and (1lIIlrol illi n "lIburha n
(Olll lll ll lli IU· ... Ikrlllx la l j, ' \'III Olj t'.. In Iho ..e are;!s
WI' It" d ul' 11111 10 ;111 11I~;lIIi,.I1 IUIl IIM\l l'r p la n bUI
ralh,,! Iu IIIII /;(t-II< ,- of IOl a l (,lIld ida lt'~ wh o bt' IJ("

fi l"d fro m IllI' IK'pul;lli nn in !lux. Suhm ba n Dt-Ill
OIra lil p,;nl il'~ lh a l t'l1wrgl'd WI' le nOI bou nd h\
pa llnnaKI' 01 o llw r ln~a ll it', 10 Ihe ~t,l1I- organ ita-
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lioll . Lhe ir ra rrk a nd IiII:- , \\'ilhnUI ronvtrm r us 01
\ il·Wpoi lll' o f Iradi l io l1~ 11 par tv leade-r..h ip , de-vel 
oped ,H I autouomouv ' I;il ll' whn h Iurtlu-r weak 
elJ(~ 1 lhc' vtan- OIRanililiion .

Thi -, pol iural evol u tio n pr oduced lH"W allegi
am e- and pcmer ba...·' which emereed ill the mid 
\ I ~ IU·', \ \-a rw lC k pronde, the 1>I·,t exampl,· nf lhi ,
{ ha n~ i llg IMIIIIica l env iron mem. 'r,ad iIicma III
Yanl..c"'l ' in IMII'1I1 ano Tl a nd polll in. thiv c ily wav
Ihc' n-ripieru III vubxumual number-, of Iri ..h .
,-\ IIlt't ican Prov icielUT u·,idelll" in the 1>1"1 ·\ \'o rld
Wa r II perind , Folluwing th e pat u-m 0 1 lhe Dem 
o(fa li c' vuree- 01 th e rhut ie-... a Yankee D emo-rat.
H nrare Hobh-,. .....a .. e lc~ l c-u 11I;1\ 1'1 in 19c;o , Wa f
wic 1.. \ li'''1 IklllcMlalic ,ena lo, in the moder n era
wav au f nvhma n . Robi-n O . "lieman . who,{' fauu
h had migran-d hOIl1 P ' o videll cc' ill the- h flle~ .

TtU' (11\' \ 1I t" 1 mavor . Plu hp W . Xoe-I, 0 1 French
Canadian and Itali an e xtraction, became gO\etTWI
III 19i:? It -, Gl 'll ("tal :\'...-m hlv ddl'galioll p'f"of'llih
cClIl, i' l\ 0 1 four h i..h -Am erir-an tn ·m orl a h , all
fO llllt"l ll from Pr ov uh-m e, in l tll' wnate a nd SIX
H'prc '''''' lll a lIH', III ell lH'1 Ita lia n rrr Iri ..h I·X Il<U-ticlll
In Ihl' H cu -c."

b :1Ip't' o f 11ll" vtare Democra tic panv and it\
\ub'>t·quent lI'ali~nrnent o(cultnl durin Ii!; a pt'li(Ml
in which Ihc' Rep u b lic'lIl pall~- wa~ u lldl·r~oinK

all IIna g;t" o\ t'rhau l a nd p rog ram modt' rnildtion
equa lly a~ sig;n ifi(-alll 10 lh e \ta lt" ~ po li lical life.
Thi s mt·I.1.lllorp hosi s wa .. a ided ex tt'rna lly by 1'11I1 

~Ia t ion fro m ()t'mO(r,ll ic' Cil it', ;lIld by a mfteni nli!;
of OIll:an iled l a bol · ~ ..Iancl' rowan.! rht' GOP .
Thl'w f;l(IOI \ . in co m bin;H1o n wuh intelnal
cha nll:t"s in Ihl" 1};lny. It"d to a Rl'Im bhcan rt'ml
~;:t"n(t" in Ih l' ..ixlie\ .

Whilt' it i, di ffic u lt to mt'a~ ll n', t"xodu .. to Ih l'
\ u blll bs b\' mba n DC' ll1cJ(Ta t.. a iell·d the G O P to
thl' d t'll:If'(' lh a l pa n y' a lleg-ia nct" wa ~ nOI cun ·
~ trai llrtl by ligh l OIganita tion;tl con trol fuu nd in
clIy' OIganilation\. It 1\ highly hkt"h Ihat Iht" e x
urba nllt"~ u 'lamrtl lht'il parl\ ideruifi(a lioll . bUl il
wa .. nOl JI'inlo u ed Of pu·,..lItl' d dUt· to Id a li n ·t y
n t'w and 100'>t'ly , tr uc llHI'd \ u h lll ba n deJllcM t,u i(
olga n il <l llon ... rhi ~ ci u lIlll\ta nl t' made tht" new 
comer.. ~u'ioCt"p l ibk 10 Rt"pu blican O\t'Tttlu· .., p ro 
\idnl tha t tht· cand idau' \\'.1.\ alllan i\ 'e and modt"l·
atl' in hi .. \'iew, .

Ah o aidillli!; the GO I' "" <1 \ lhe 1>l llitica l "d i·
\'OJ(l,H wh ich term inau·d the IOIlK-h \'ed marria ge
tx'IWI't"1l org alli lt 'd labor a nd Iht· Df"mcM"ral ir pa r-

1\ . Their 'lJuahblt>, h{·Ran III the- ea rlv IIlli c·v, "'T Ic'
enc cHlragc·d hy the c'll1 n g;enn · cli Republi can
0 11 i' LOp h l'r I:kl Sl"to in 1956, and smoldered
dUJlIlK Ro ht·l h ' fourth term from 19.'i6 10 195H.
wnh De l St"'IO\ \'iCI(H\' in 19.'i1'l AFL-C tO leader v
found that the GO P govet not wac 1101 opposed 10
1;1 1>111 eoa lv. lI i ~ defe.u IWO vear s later 1,,- John
A . l"ollt' jr. ~t"t·ml-d III revive lh l' !oIlR·'tandi nK
rOll1;lllC e wi th Df'Il\IJC rat s, hut with in twr-ntv-Iour
r nou rhs labor a bandone-d thc' nl 'lIl lKr;lt l( pan v for
a n indep-nderu PO"Uft'. A he-adli ne summed lip
union (('('hn /l:" - " R. I. Labor Chal.l~t" Dem o -
r ranr Benaval ." Thomas F. Pofira vno . An .-CtO
ptev ident . chareed th e- :'\0111' ad mrn ivuarion wuh
'>t·!f·in tert'st It"Rislall nn to P IO\l·C t "rae r- tfM I.:S a nd
in su ran ce compame ..." Funlu-r . la bo r k a dl·'" were
h iJrl: h h annovrd a t None'.. wit hd rawa l of ..lIPIJCJlt
for a vtare- inc-orne lax a nd nr her It·g: I..lauon . The
imponan. e ullhe 'pht betwee-n uadnional aHi t·,
i .. diffiruh 10 mea ..ur e in term .. of liS dfnt UpOI1
H)I] Il~ behavior bc-l'au,e i t i\ ~ent"rdlly conceded
tha i tlu- im pac I of a 1I 1110 n endorwmen r waned in
till" filt ie, . BUI HI Ihc' vi ta l area of lin;lllcc', th e
union d i, ill",ionmc-1lI had a n imponam imp,« I
Oil Dt'm c.lC r;l h , By with holding: funds hum the
,Iall· litket III 1962 labor made ih d l~plt"a"He

feh .!1

B\ 1% 2 Ihe ,late GOP was ;1 fnamp('(! party
no lon gt'l ( ;lnying' l ilt" im aKc' of a rura l·
doru inatt'd ICII}\t'lvatin· o rg:an il;u io n . Ttlt' l' lt'( t io n
o f IY56 hf'Killl a 1t'\el>;;11 of tht" lrt"lId o f Rl'p ubli .
can dOml nalJOII III tht' ,tale ",,·nale. OCCIIJJln~

iwnicalh whllt, Ihl' party' \\a.. m.ll..inK a \t"IY {fed ·
ilablt" lun fOl Ihl' RO\etnol\lup. :\ h ho ll /{ h ca rry'
ing Ih t' SC' lIdlt' lhal yea l by 1\\'("llI l -lh u '(' 10 \(' \I'n·
It"t"l1 , Dt·m( JC rals wok Ih l' ,t',It.. i ll T i\' erton a nd
Litln lln a ml lall \'I'IY ""t' lt ill RUlJi ll vill t'. COH'n ·

ITy , Ea sl G u 't'n wich . Exett'l, j illllt"to wn . I' OIIS
mo ut h a nd Wt"slt'r h . T ht' comhined Rtopu bllca n
n1ar/{in in Iho~ IOwns wa .. apptoximalt'h 1100
\u tt', ,:<

T wo yeal\ late·1 Dt·nHM-Ia t, ,C:; l i IWd cCllll ro! of
Ih l' uPlx 'l br;mch by t w c· ll t y - t tlTt ~ ' lO twc'n1y' wi lh
Ilol;lhle \" inor ie.. in O .)\'entq' , Bu rr i ll \'lllc' a nd
jamt'~to",·n . T hi s ITt'ml (onti l1ll1-u in Ihc· Kt'n llnh
e lt'O lOn of 1960. Tht' {lr' mon a lic margin was
tWl'lltY-t'ighl 10 sixtf'f'1l wllh nOla bi t" \ic lOlit'~ III
Wal wick a nd G IOCt"'It"I, hOlh Re p u blican ba ..tio!l'
111 Ih e m odc'ln 1'1.1.. T hl · t'{{t'cl o f this tm llabolll
wa .. cl ear. The' IUTal Repuh lica n "old /l:uald" hac!
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IH"'lill1l in "<ilt> GOP r o u n r ifc.
. \ U g:IIW flli ll ~ Ihi ~ "g:lIIfi(';uu dt '\dopm('1II wav

the an i\il\ of Chrl'luphn Ikl St'..ICI" III 1!J:Ji he
remove-d l \(o, bl·) t Cark ru a ' , Ia lt' pa ll \ r hair man
d~aln"l Illl' wi ..hr-, 0 1 ( ~ t'or /!;e ( ;I("(' ll ha l~h , I"a dl'!
nl \\'n- .....·I"'lori.l\ diqu.·" Ikl s...·"o ·, Ilomint"(·.
William T . 8rnomllt' ;1t1 01 B;lIl1n "~I(l11. pU'"tt'lllro <I

vourhf u l. molt" liberal unage-. .\ meavme 0 1 the
IlllpOll allt t' o f th i-, I han ~ t ' \\';1' ve'e-n III IIw 101
low in~ ve-a r w ln-n (;)(',"n ha lg h clt-dlm'lI tn l Ull fOI
I/n- wn.ue-. rhu-, tkprl\ llI1( Ih.· rura l Willg: III II'
11111'1 Ionet ul Ieader BlfM)!llh,,;,d '.. ,ix -\l:';u U'lIUf('
....,1' tnarkvd 11\ Dd ",,"'..10'.. 19:)~ ",'in and li lt' up"tt'1
\Htoq otjohn 11 C h afl'" In l!lh~ . n l,l SI·..ln ' ,
gtilwl llat, .r ia l u-im l>l t' \ IIIt'd Ih t, GOP wuh , ta tt' ·
widl ' [);lIIonagt> lor Ih(' fi,,, l ime ,illl" 1939. to

Iunher ,u"llgllll'lI the- p;n l\

Bv 19ti2 Repu bhca n-, had 1I'lmi ll Ilw iT Olg:,mil<J '
non In 11ll' d t'.'~ 1I 1 ' that 1111' [);I l t\ t'xp'I'rit' l1lt11 i l<,
11 1'1 re-aljui rnar v 101 ;1 g u be l nalol l<l l ncru iuauon .
O n 1111' vujIar r- l ilt' hitu-t bank- be-t wee-n j o hn H .
ChaiN' and Loui-, \ ' " Jafhom .IT. app('<ilnIIU 1)("
a nad iuonal U',I IM'IWI"('II rur.rl a nd urban wing,
o f t he p.un , but a do,t· e-x.unin.uion o f th l' state
(IHI\Tn lill ll a nd 'U ll'/'t llll")lt Illi lllal\ In t'al , Ih ;11
IHllh ( ;)nd itb w, ,IMII1! im pOl tOl Ill 'IlJlpOII hom
nu,,1 Rq Jllh lJ( .m lead,'" If ;t1l\lhllJ~ , th(' IlI lm.. "
appea" to ha\(' h<:"('11 {1I't ;lnt! fO"'m'''t all , 'Ihllil
rl a,h Ix·twI"(·n Ya nk'T a nd II" h all dnm'Ill' III Ihl '
( ;OP wJlh mlla n 'l llIal ( onf lJ..\ llI at lotl <I "'ll lm l;)l\
( IJII,idc-lal lo ll

( n m pc'IIIIOII !OI lIlt" RC'p ll h li, a n ~lIhc-'I);JlIlIial

IHlmllMIIIIIl 1x-1(an \ , ' 1 \ t'all\ In Dn l'm h<:", 19til
IWO It-atl i ll"~ clllllJdau'" J oh n II " Cha fl1' o f War
wit k , hou, e m illWil\' It',Hlel , ;ltId I ,OUI ' \ ' .
J ;ltholl \ Jl. of !',o\ Hk IlU', t1iH1tol o ll lw lle 
p.trtml'nt (If 8 11' 1111..... ' Rc~ lI la tron III lilt' 0'" ",,",,' 10

;u!m llll , u a ll o ll, ""H' IHlih ;11 IUl'h (C .uTt i n~ Illl' lll '
1M"" of llll' G( ) !' 'tall' tl 'ntra l (IJlTl llJltt l't' " :\110 11
t lolled ." p'o" ib k (Ollt "l ld ('l ' W("IT (0I111el gO \ T l

1IU1 Del Se " n . Rt"p u b li( a n 't,III ' , h.. ir man RIIMlm ·
Iwad , ami Jo...·" h H O ' [)olll1d l .II ", ;, :\'ullh
Smilhfleld b U"Ille-" nld l1 \.ho,,· lalllt'l had ht"('11 a
part. ' talwa rt III Ihal 'OW fl "

A, lilt' .JlIllt· Ii t'IHIOI'l" lTH·nt <lal/' IH'ared . th e
.lac kWlIn ·r.ha k e ri\'a l" g leh' moll' intelnc ' am id,t
dmnel 1II''t'lIn.~ , In WIHI tlt'I.'gat(" alld fOlllla l
0PI'IllI1~' of 'tailed c u n pa lg n head'ltM Ilt''' 1)\
IHuh (';u u h d a ln" .'\ IHllI 01 , Iall' ,olll mi llN' IIII'm ·

IH'r, 111 lIlHI-JIIIW ,htlwl'd llOIU' of till' ':IlHlicL!tn
h ,I\' I Il ~ lilt" lift\ -""\( 'll \ Illt ·.. 111'('·......11\ IOJ \UIOI\
hili 'IM'llIlalt'd that ( ;h;,lee- h.ltl ftllt\ -IWf),
j;u k\lln~ lo rt \ -oue-. Bioomlll',nl u-n . and
O'Doum-l l t/IIC"" , w ith lilt' 1t '11l;ti lllll "~ v-vr-nu-en
unwi lli ng 10 lIIakt, t he-ir I Iwil ,', know n " 1 1'11 ' 10 11

IM~an 10 mnntu when De-l "inlo \.ilhdll·w 111 '
name thlt-e- dave hdOl" Ih,' "Wt"lIll~ and JlllhlJrh
endorsed ChaIn', 0 111' d ,l\ Luer R, oolll h e;lt! t1rup
IM11 o ut, lea\' lII~ hi , te-n plt 'd g:(', hiT to , ul'polt
,111\' 01 Itlt' rulu-r 1';lI1dida tt,, " 2 ~

TIlt" t"lldOl',"II1I'llI lII l 't' l il1 ~ ;11 the- IlI'W (;01011\
.\ 1111111 I n n III Cran,tfln - a hitteT fi\e and 0111"

11,111 hour ballk - IIHlk th ,,· t, halbu-, to d f'( ide
IIIMll1 ;\ 1101ll1ll1"I' 101 ~O\t"T lItl l , wirh 1111' euuuion 
a llv 'IM'1I1 11.'i ·l1wlIllwr IMHh ad journiug without
I 11< I(),ill~ I and ul.ue-, 101 ml\(', ,lall" oll in" , On Ihe
fJ"t 1);11101 j;uh lJm 1t'!1 ,.ilh lil,, ·fin· to hlt\ -IWfI
£01 Chalt-e antlli\1' lor O 'llollndl , Ollt" \ fit! ' wa,
n ot ,a,t 0 11 IIH' fi l" two 11;11101' . O n the 't'lllmi
tallv ( JI <l It'e P II ked lip two \011" hom e;" h i lI11 
n-uder . g:i\ i n~ h un fih\ -,ix 10 .1;)1 h'Om ', liftv
three and O" Don lletr, Ih'N', III rhe- (lima, II, Ihitt!
halbu. aliI" O "()oll lld l wi lhdrt"h' and rt'!I·a'l'<.1 hi,
' Up pOlt"l\, C h,l!1'1' WI"1I1 nver the lOp with l ihv .
11 1m' a nd Jat k von v m-ued finv-four , ,\ m id ' l blIO
IlI!il;" (hl 'l ', ill~ , a nti hi"III~ , ( ] l.I (n : ,\t I (" p tl'lI Ilw
,"ndor "tt"nWIlI hIlI Ja, k\ '111\ IIItlell\ IknillUlI ,'<.1 Ih l"
\olt· ;1' IIl1rq'II',,"nl;III\1' alld \owl1.1 a PI IIII,II\
l i1( h t In H ' IIl;"'" 11I1~1·t1 wi lh a l1ti-Ya ll kt"(· ,111 11110'
,it\ : ""1'111' Rq l1ll11 1c<ln Palt \ i, in till' UlIftll lu n,l tt'
1)(" 111011 of IM' lII~ tilt" 11;111 \' Ih al , arti", Ih t" ma nl k
thaI II I' nOI HUt'rt',tt'!! in Ih t, welfa, t' III Ihl ' (luli ·
na" (Ill/I' ll " 11'1' (r.ha£el'") i, Iht' im;lge 01 Ilw (011 '

'1' 1\:1 11\1 ' II i h lIIan w ho i, lint glMHI fo r tt lt"
lM'opk." Thl' wa , to 1)(' ];11 kn Jn\ \ Ilwml'
thlflUghllll t Itlt' p rl lllar\ (';IITI I);\I,gll - IHllll a\'lng
him'>!'lf il' lh., (;tnditbt(, of tlJl' " h ll ll- man" " , Ih( '
f'alldid;II.' of lIlt' til h mall .

Rt'I(III 'IIlI t l illg: lIlt' <;Iat t' (l ' lll ra l Illm mi l ll'('" nl[,'

i, difl i/ li lt h l'( ;lIm ' It wa, a '1't H'I hall o l, IlIiI from
II('W'II;II H'I It>IHHt~ a nd ,u b"tt"t lllt' n t ,'\ell l, in lilt'
' ;IITlp<Ji~1I it ;)ppear' Ihal JIlt' \Olt', lur Ill!' '\\0

(ilnd id"II" '1, li, aloll"1( Ih,' fullnwil1~ l im ', . Chall,( '
la rr i,'C.1 Rarr ill 1( lol1. Burnlh'il ll' , Char lesl o w n ,
( An 'elllr y, Ea ' l (;ITt"I1 WI th . Exet el , (;I cI( l',tt'l ,
I! o pk in toll , J a lll l" ltlWn, 1.11110111 , l.i t tl, ' ( Annp
lOll , :\Iitld l" to ...'n . .....ollh J..: i n~ ..ltJwl1 a mi Sn Ulh
Ki ll~'IUW lI " Add ed to Ihe"'" hl'le IWO Wilt>' !rom
)' ;iWIII(k t>1 <I nti ot hl' r.. fro m )'Io \ 'i<!l- I1( e anti h i,



1.,,,,,,,, . 1',,,,,,10-,,, , 1""",.1 Rulk,,,,

l- o uu / '. J ad ll ''''l\ ' ,pf'a ll mj{ 10 I h~ P'~\ ' af l'" tus ddral h '
Joh" 11 . Chafu l'I IlIr (fml~.l l fa b~ H~pub l lltH1 \ lallda,d ,

b~a .n lPl IW,1 ,

hnme {it\ 0 1 \r:u wi l L j ackvon v'v -uppor! ca me
trom P ro vide n ce. CI:UhlOlI . :'\{'W!)t,II . Fa ,t Pr o vi
d ell l t", Wt"'lt't ly and W OOII'>Olkt'1 with , ig;n if il-a nl

t ura l \U P I)t11l in xan aean wu . Ti venon . \\"e~ l

(;Il'{ ' llwich and "'i( iruare.
\\' hll t' il iv obviuu-, tha t Ih e bu lk of Chaftt \

' UppOIl r-anu- hom Ih t' rura l !OWIl' , i! i .. hig;h l\
d o ubtful tha t thr- -plu 1)('IW('I'11 h im a mi J :u k von v
v.a' 'oll iet l)' o n l lll' ha , i ~ o f iiII' tr ad i tional ru ra l
(on \("l \,a t iw' vv. urban libera l ax i\ . I{alh l'l . i l
;,p pt';U' Iha l drnoll~ the ~o-{allt'd ' \ I'n:llo ria l
( Iiql lt''' J at kn lTt \- h ad a ddini l{' t'{I,l(I' in ' u p pm l.
_"tu< h ' Ia lwarl\ a, (;(-'{ltRt" :\1. \\'{" lb l t" :lIu l E. Rn:
Coman lxllh o f San aRan '>f'll . Sam S. "l"ollllellol
o f S<ilUalt'. G t'Org;t' D . Lt-..... i , o f Ti\ t"t1oll , Romeo
D. A ~'>t·lin o f \\':uretl . G t'OrRe \ 1. l ...'Ulh J r. o f
t"o ' le1. a m i LOll i , to:. I' t"rtl"aull o f Ric hmond were
:111 in Ihe J il< h Oln I ;un p . Forml·r g;uht'rnaIOTlal
cand idate of tilt" C;f('t"nh:t1g;h,Cillkin comhine,
Ik a n J . L ·..... i , . twadt,d the ch :t lkng;t"r " c'ampaig;n
ill :'\ e ..... pon . Jat knllly " <ampai.l(1I m:ma gl' r ,
W illia m R , Il a lli wdl .II. 01 ;'\Jort h Sm ithfid d, wa\

l ilt· \( IIt 1' / Ihl · ( 111l...·I\;III\ t· Rt'JllIh lu .111 !t-:ld er 111
mmhern R!l (J(k h blld

C h a let" , (-aIl1 IJ;1i~lI aide-, ami town b-ader-, <:UJ 
lUll he- ea \ ih ulnlli f il'll wuh old -Inn- " ' IMlm i;"
It·;lde·hhi!'_ III, 1;l m l>;l iRIl llMIl:tg;t't , RI'P' I' \t' IlI:I'
IIH ' john Coull' \ 0/ l :.a \ t !'Imidl'net ' . \' -:" ;1 h llt'l ;1 1

urban R t'Jluhli( a n who had hdpt'<1 p lan Chah'l'
\ ll:Heg \ a ' (':lI h :1\ 1911 1, P lo h;th h 1110\ ' imporuuu
\\' ;1\ li lt' \Uppo,l g iH' ll to lb e eudorv-d L m d id a ll '
1,\ Clni \lllplwl Ill'l St'\IO a nd Will iam R,o(lm 
head , CO l' [1';ltfl.l \ who had ln okr-n Iht' 1I11a l h egl "

11I011\ in the 1>; 11 1\ \i :\ ve-a rv e-a r lu-r ,

Rt" 'lI ll ~ of till" St'fJle m lwt II prim.nv fx'ar OUI
lh l' Ih t' \i , tl MI till" "ali i!' h'a' alfln~ erh nic li m"
rat he-r tha n u rban lillt' l;l1 \ t'r ' lI \ ru rul <o lht'l\;t l i\t,
Ilkolo~\ . Chafeee a rm-d the ur ban t! 'tltc 't\ 0 1
1" 0\ idl"tJ(e. 1':1 \\ H it kt,l. \ran\'il k. \\'n ll 'l lv a nd
Cra n-t o u whib- )o\in~ Cenual F:ll h h\ on lv Inur
Hl tl'\ . Jal k\tll l\ ' , ' "l'llg lh ranu- 110m 1t;lln -
Arm-rir-an a u 'a' 0 1 I' lo \ 'ide nl l' . Cr ;lIh tnll . \\'t",l
" ·a n n <k a nd waneu. In a I1l1ll\' {'\ t'n o tiw i ,II I 'a

ht, ran I'0olh . Cb;dl"t"\ \W('t·p wav r ompk-u - .
An examinanou 01 Hilt' It 'IUIII ' III I' lo n d l'u n '

, ho w\ the exn'nr 01 ,hI' erhruc ' p li l. \ra n I.. I . ~

and Y wi th tLI/-:t ' Yanket' d t'IlII'IlI ' g:l\t' Chaft't, o ve-r
whe lmi ng pluralil il·' while wardv I. .'J a nd Ij
vhowed a ,ItOIJ~ plt"!I'H'fl( t' {Of Ih t, 11:1!i ;m 
Am!'rica n Jal kvouv . Th i-, trend ca n ht· v-e n in
Cra nvton and o ilw i ur h an .ll l"h ,

.-\ Iar ror in Iht' tu mour afh'f'l in g j;u k\ on~ '"

halo-American ' UPI)t11l wa-, ll ll" 1:1< 1 Ih al Demo-
c rat ic gm t't1to l J"hn A. Xorr e- Jr . Liu'd \ lI o ng:
p rim arv n p I.MI\ ili lltl h om Kevin ( AIkman o f

"'< .M) Il ~O( k l' l. Dill' In pr ior It·KI, lal lo ll rh.u mall 
dated tor th e fil ,t uuu- a sanw-da ) pri mar v fOI
both pan il'\ , l taliau von-rv' l"lh nil ' ;d kg ia nn >,
Wt'H>to rn. and the \'asl majmitv opu-d f( 1I Demo
I la t :--:Otl~ who\{' \ 'it IOf)' wa s won wi lh j' f()\ 'i
dl'ru-t'\ ~ t fnn ll: n lg;;lIl i/ :u io tl \ 'Oll '. Thi .. iln u lI
' la me h'<! \ \{1IIU'",·ha l nffe,el b~ 10 \\ 0 / Y:mktt
Rt·publican \01 ('1'!> ""ho had in 1960 \olt-d in tilt"
Democral ic prirna r~ (or Cla,hOlm' I' t'll on·t
D{'nni ~ R oht·tl s , Ihll ' IO'ITl~ thei r ri gh t to \ Ole III
a Republican pfin1dr~ for l\\l'T1l\'-,i" month~ .

!': ' Iim<ll~ o f lhi , In " run h om l.f)O() In ·10.000
""i lh knowIN!g;'·;lbl t· n b'>t"l\t'r, '>{' lI j u~ IIII' fi g-m t' ;11

1 2 .000 . z~

.John ChafeI' weill Oil to PHI\{' j;lt"'lIlly \ "<a n' ,
wi n " la bel WIlllll( , {"\'ell in lht' {;Ut' 01 till' Il a lo 
Anwli('an ·s la i lu l t· to m p l}tllt till' C O P titket . Il i ~



60 I'O U TI O

Another Cliff-Hange r

Rrm rmscen t (II th~ Hfo,.,,, (01.,.,(' ~ fn',on 0/ f9~6, th~ 19h2 "",b,. ,.,Q/OTf4f 'QU U"1l

dultud:U dQ\'J a/I" th~ XQl"mb~ • •'Ofm" bnau ..~ oll~~/ll b/lflll'J and /I (On f 'OO... " "

m." ab.....,.,'~~ b/lffo/. «,/11(1, Ili.lQ had p lQIi:"" d th~ ~a.fl" contest.

\ 'I ,IOr\' ushe red in a six-vea r Rt'pllhli can hold o n
the ("l{("( llti\(, branc h . begtnnine anm her polinc al
rv ele.

Slal l;" pohucs entetrd a m-w phaw with th e
Cha lee virtorv. Al tho ugh Democ ra tv were compla 
reru about n-gamiug the gove-rnor clti p in 1964 
TnO'1 vie-wi-d lilt' 1962 eh-e-uon iH an ab-rranon 
th e-y aga in experienced a primary and an internal
fight for romrol of th e sta re f h.unnauvhip and fOI
nominauon v 10 sta le oltices. fu rther weaken ing
pa rty struct ure. In the gene ra l e-leenon their ca n
d ida te fnr governor was It'V>undingly' bea ten by'
the popul ar Chafee. In the- e iRh l yea rs S lllce 19;')6
the Dem ocrauc pa lly ha d u nuucn uonaflv lost
u nitv of purpose. lead ing 10 res urge nce o f th e
G OP and enabling Rep ublican , 10 ~'ile tht' exe 
cu u ve bra nc h a nd rega in nt'l! ibi li lY with vote rs .

ljemocrar ic leadersh ip in 19;')6 was unable 10
dea l th e logj a m (or advanceme-nt 10 fede ral
offices. Ethnic elemer ns ot rhe parw's gove rn ing
coa lu io n therefore resorted 10 th e primary e lection

a .. a mea n s 0 1ga ining po wt'r a nd advam emeru. T h is
It'd 10 a 't('T1es nf e rhr nc primarv nmfl ins whic-h
vhook pally' d isci p line . After lilt' t'lIlerRl"IlH' of
Re-puhfican Chn-aopher Ild St'..tu, a new, more in ,
It'llSt' round of ethn ic politir .. dc·\ (']op..d wh ic- h
..plil ltw Demor-raur- coa lition .

Bt ,..ides th e primary elecnon ami illlt'IISf' eth ni
ci",.- of rhe period . th e Democra tic pan y fai led !O

deve-lnp a new slTa lt"gy 10 IJlN'I 11lC' dl;lIl ~ill ~ nature
of Rhod e Isla nd socie-rv . Wt'tldf 'tl ro a " Ma.~i no l

Line" rnemaln v concernin g lh t' rim-s. leader s
were Jlt'fi:li /i:etll in culu vau ua a su bu rba n organi 
zauon under Malt' party auspice... They reli ed in
vtead upon th e tal .... no uon tha i th e GOI' would
never be a threa t beca use th e r- lec rora te ...'a .. O \ ·t'T 

wh el rninglv Democra uc.
Th is dr eam was n OI Ihnro u/i:hl l di vpefled unul

rhe debac le of 1964 , a nd bv Ih,H ume il was too
late 10 cru..h a Republ ican pan y th a t had used th e
poh uc s of "persona li tv" 10 leapfrog o ver Dem oc ra 
tir orga nizanona l politics.
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Early N ineteenth-Cen ru rv ~[ ("rchan t

Sail in R hode Island

T w o brid j(:l:" ..pan 10 ",t'T Na rraga n se- t t Ray tod ay .
beari ng the ir burden.. of (w er nierh ..n >ntu l\ \t'h i ..
rle.. h ll'1:h above Iht' .....a te r. SOl '>0 long aRo. steam
pow ered Ie-rrvboatv co vered the sa rne rout e . ca rrv
III ~ automobiles. heiKhl a nd pa ....e ngers, provid..
ill,ll; a now obsol et e- m ean .. o f transportation a ero ....
the Ba y.

Fad y in the nun-to-nth o-nturv . lx-lnre bridgt·s
a nd fl:rri t·... literal lv hundred s of saili ng vr- ..-el s
do tted Ihl: w ater.. arou nd St'", pOIl , up th e Provi ..
denre Riv er and :\loulll Ho pe Ba y to war d r a il
River and T aun ton . :\Ias....prod uced. motor.. a nd
pet roleum co nsu mptio n p la yed 110 pari in th e econ ..
o micv of tha i ea rl ier da v. C lum w land vehirl ev
a nd dill roads we-re 11I)1 advantageou .. fm Iran....
por rauon of hea vv rargoes, pa nkularlv in muddy
"I:a\o n<,.

Vt''''tt''h designed for coa stal h eigh lin )!:; in Ihis
pe riod we-re- nOI u ..ually large: the amoun t of ca r..
1'1:0 in am' g iven poll was o ilen ..mal l. Wh ilt' th e
smal ler fore ..and-aft rigged \1001' or schoone r of
forty In !>t' \t'n ly frt"1 .....as a ble 10 e nter a JX>r 1 ..uch
as Wickford Of $iJlJlh Ferry. and 10 load or un ..
load her cargo t'asil y. a larger ..h ip wa s Iortrd 10
anchor ofhhOJe and .....a il for a Ii,ll;hlt'r 10 ('()live.,.
ht'ighllo a dock - a mort' expt·ll..i\t' prucnJure. Car,
goes h om (QJei,ll;n Ix>ru. wer e u sually landoo a l
pori'S o f ell ITY' 'Suc h as Pro\'idefl( e a nd S ewpoJ1, th t'n
lJansferr t'd 10 smalIer coasters, to bedeliH'IOO alon g
wilh domf"Slic mer('handi se to IOwns al onKlhe cua sl.
Shoal dral! sloops and schoollt'r~ filled wilh ( t'lller..
board 'S pl(Jwd ha nd y fo r ri\'t'f a nd bay u ..c:. Su ch

-.\fa John .-\ S,lUnd('l s a nd ~r h u,ba rtd. 01 Wilbr aham.
.\fa"d,h"....ll •. hd \,.. I....." doi ,,~ 1......;I(.h for ....\,..1<11
n'a l\ n il nint'tttnlh ·, t'ruur )' (Oa \I,, [ 'r t'i ~hrin J( ..... \....I~
from :">:arraJ(all'\t't1 Bav.

~m~ 1I (na~li ng \t·....t-l.. wen- nevet the h-.... 'lnu t wa ..
wOll h \ craft . capa ble of long vnvages. :\fam
Rhode leland ..bu i lt merchant ..1 (J0p~ , ma n ne-d h\
Rhode Isla nd HI 'W'>. coasted do wn tbe eavtern -e-a..

board to rhe Wt"'1 Indit'~ a nd 1111: Gulf . ..pt'lHli ng Will"
!er s tht 'H' Irad ing hom port In p Oll . TIlt' , loop
rig , popular in tht · [i t st quatte of th e I t·I\IUJ\·.
grad uall y gave way In tilt' '>( hooner rig . ..illl t' Ihl'
Iighn-r ....li h of a '-< honne, req uired It'.... ma npower
10 maneuv er tha n Iht' hu ge "klil and IOllg boo m of
a lar ge cloop.

11 was cu'>tomaq for r-oa..tin g r ra ft 10 be- o wned
by' a group o f lor-alrrade..men who sha red profit\ o f a
voyag e. Captain .. otren held ..harevin th eir \ 't'\..c:J... a<,
d id shi pwr igh t'> . (~(J(Mh ",t·!t· 'oI Jllw tim t·, , hi p ped hv
the puhlir- to Spt>( ifi(' comig llt·I·... ami f!(·lghlagt·
paid to t he OWIlt·'S. Ships' docunu-m s ffIT :'\t' ....'..
pori in lilt' 1820.. turn up ,-<llIlt· familial Rhode
Island names as o wnt'rs.of coa"ling ~1(MJp" a nd
sch ooner v. watson . R obinson . Hazard . Porrer .
Gardiner. Saunders. Kno wlev. Spink . Rt'\ nol d -,
a nd Baker are among those 0 11 o w ner ..hl p record..
for ve..,-<.'h embarkin g from South C OUIIl\' IMUI ,> ill
rhe earlv IMoos. Cargoes from thi, all'it illt ludt'd
pnx:lwh of Krt';:11 planta l ioll ~ in tht' :'\alJagan 't'1l
country - cht' t'..t' , on ions . pOlalOt's. a p p ln .
horse'S. and shtT p . After I("xlde m ills f a nte illl o
exis tente. a shih 10 ma nufanured g(MMh W ;I .. a p ..
parf'1ll in lr t'ig tll Ii ..", . Cngot"s of COllnn f(lf lhe
mills wt're brollKhl ha rk by (IJ,iI .. ler.. hom Iht'
sou th. al ong ....·i th Iht' u<,ua l l u m and !no!as<,("s.

Buill in Nmlh "inKsto ..... n in IH22, li lt' pa(kt't



- --

N~tl·pml lI.. rhO' tHld lh~ m ...d,a,,' 'ill l",!,: .,h ,p_. Iha l p op u laU'd Ih /If
por i b~,,,,f' fhi' iII ,~f' 0' ." I'<lm. n t" tu l f rom a I lf hoKYfJ ph /nr J.P. S I'U'f'U,
" X """ pm l, H.1. I ·..·"', Imm Fmt n 'o /r o ll , G ool " [.. ,,d ," lIbm" ! HMI,

A /barl Y is a good exa mp le of a lccal n admg
sloo p . Sh e was framed near the head of the Petta 
quam scuu Ri ver - below the mill pond at the
G ilben Stuar t h llll S(' - by her de signer and build
er Ca p tai n J ohn Aldrich Saunders. Famed " Nailer
T om " Hazard remarked in hi s d iar y, December I ,
1822, "I am informed that J ohn Aldrich Saunders
ca rr ied h i ~ Packet below the Ston e Bridge in Nar
row Riv er." )'u'sulTldbly th e Alban y's mast was
step ped belo w the bridge . somew here near th e
mouth of the Peuaq ua m..n ItL otherwi se known a s
Narrow Ri ver. A cra ft o f seven ty-five IOns , old
measurement , s ht" measured Si " I )'-O I1t' Ieet eight
inches b)' twenty feet seven inr hes by seven Ieet
o ne imh, wuh one dex k, 0 11t' mast , a square stern ,
and a bifleth ead . Enrolled and hren sed for the

coasting trade ill N('wl)(II1 by her owners Henry
Bull . William Lov ie, Isaa c Sh erm an, Thomas J.
Peckham. Charles M. Thur ston . merchant s, and
Willi am vars. mariner - all of Newport - th e
Albany p robabl y r a r ri ed a CJt"W of Ihrh o r four
men in addinon In ber cap ta in. Willia m v ars was
ca p tai n for a nu mber of years. follo wed by J ohn
Va rs. Her rl'l{llIar 1OUlt' lay be tween Providence.
Newpo n and New York . Her ma ni fests are found
in grea t num bers at the Federal Reco rds Cen ter.
and the)' Kin' a KI MKI UO\S se-r rio n of artivi ues of
Rhode Islan d rililt'ns at rhe n me - what Ihe)'
ate . wha t Iht')· drank . wha t Ihey wore, wha t they
used for bui ldi ng material s. ho w thev hea led the ir
hom es. wha r Ihe)' used for domestic g:oods a nd
furni sh ings.



Follo willJ( i, a "lIl1 p li l1~ 01 wha t r a p ram . new
and , loop " .IIkti wnh ;Illd wh.u Ih t' \ brought
h,uL. -

Crm"l(I1""<;1,,1'1''' '

William '·.u'.~t"\''' I.. lTt

llem v Bull. ..... .... 'pon

:,.. "11.... ,, ·1. /loUi

III lilt" buner
i I"",d, m..al
'>1"111" lla..
to h,...:,II I,

"',,1 ,1, ,
1e""f'ld\'"

..1, w,1' .i/b4 "v, \ 1a' 1' ·I. W, lhdm \·al ~ . ....."\t""'h.-r :?:). 1"':!4 h"m ..........' .. lfl tn ..... ..... \ 'ml .

SllIppn f."m101ii:J1""

r.o I"'" HOll J Pot l..1. Xe wpoe t Wl lhdm " ,11\. ..... I" ...·p"n
10 ' d, l , h.ll .. "II C. ( ; . Ch am plin . :\'no pn n
:) h,>Il:,h h rum H enrv Bu ll ewpon
(;,,"nll\ P" . l lIr .. Wil ham \ 'a " 1" pou

(.\ p pd l " lll h C "'I )(d lll \ 'd l\ IJIl<!.-n..o l 10 '>t" lIlh holt" fdlJo:ll hun ..... lI . ' OIl Ill(' "p""" mat l t'"1

\10.,1' ,i lb'HI\'. .\id 'lt"r. W illi"m \ '01 " . .\ 1;1\ 17, 1I1:?7 from ..... .... Y",l I" ..... .... 1• •11.

:''1lO barrelv eeme ru
K h''K,h..-" ,h

\\' t"' l h lth " n Rum
:''0 f h " I..a
20 h t", n la nl/:'"
:?O b"x ' UJo:d l
10 rd' ''' or ... in..

'i h .ppn

AU' fin Tailt"r, ..... 1"... r OIl

C. .\ 1 T h u r" ..n. :" 1"w pllll

c:0,,,'.(11....
C" I T nttl·n . ..... .....·1'0 11

((;olflllt' l r,,"..n n r tht" Arm ~' Co rp, .. f En /{illl:TT\ ....a \ in Ih t" mid' i lli a nldjnr It"fun'llufl io n 01
' ''oil Ad.lm, at the ti Ill!'", henc e rh.. n,·nTt'nt.)

S I..up A lba ,J"'I , j ohn Van . Md\ !er, Iwn "mh.-r 19, 18:!H . fmm :-,; ..wpm t t .. Pr m i,kl1u ' .

Sh1f,pn CfmJIl(" ....

,19 h;m t"h l(ill Wm . \ '..moll Cu.. :\'t'w \ 'nrl ( ; , S, Ra lhbnr ll' . I'l m j,k n, 1"
(;Ullll l[\ l ' ffKlut! · Wm . Val'. :-': t"W pllll Wm . V'II ' . N. ·.... ' K.rt

Dc".,i,m " II\· lh l' ,i Iba' ,','departed Irom he r Tt'!'l"ul :u I>;.. l t'l " hedul.. and " Iik d ll,o llwr I K11 1 ~ 

"'I' K'I' .i Ilm" y. william " " '" .\fd,wr, F{' hlU,u ~ l.~ . IH:!li ftom 8" , t, m to 1\·' ·....1'011,

n . .\ luIlIOt'. Bri ' rol
wm. \ 'dl\. :-':t' ''' 'pOll Wm . Va " . l':t"....' Klfl

' ·dl ' • .\Ia \l t"r, :\priI 3. 1828 h o m :'i: t' ''p''ll 10 f' hllddd ph M

':.0 'd l ~, t1 · hi d..,
16 . a,h .... int"
6 I'it"< I'" i lfl n

fa ~ l i ll ~ '

:? h lb. l/:un,
Coullln " " . lull·

SIIK.p .Hba"l·, John

Sh" " ,,,,

r;. 11.'1 11. Nt' ....pou
I> P . Thaehcr . Bostou

Cn'r" ,ii:'"' "

Co , I LlII. 1\·t' ....rou
wm fU ' K I ~, · t t . "r , ,\·ill"IKl'

9 h•...:,hl"d.l,
:-.;"W f.n~l"nd Rum

( A,un tn 1'u.lu. t"
lI t"lln Rull . :-.: ..... 'K.11
wm. \ 'a t " :-':t" ""pl'l!

( A lr hJlu~ h II.. lo"~", a. nv e d' "d l li n~ maver, Captain '\' illia m \'d t\ a ppra" ... IId\ t"!l:0ll t" o n
th .. dlltl nt hr' \'0~ "1I:t", av ,upt"u a IJo:';.)



Earlv in h l'l ca teer , o n j a n uarv 31. 1M2·!, W('

find that th e A lbanv a nd Captain W ill ia m Va t ..
sail ed 0 \'('" to Bind , lvla nd 10 pid, up a ca rgo uf
"old riggmg" and o rhet article' o f mer r handiw
ta ken fro m Iht' ..loo p Sabme, wr t'( ked o n lh e
ivland . wuner crorm.. look th eir 1011 o f tradin g
cra ft , a nd corm- 11('\'t'1 't'IlH IH '(! fro m rlu-ir vovage...

The A l ball )' i, o n ly o ne exa m ple 01 Rh ode
tvland's small (ua..ling \ 't"o;('h. Ship' doc u ments
an d ma n ife..t, for ' ma iler men ha m \'t'S\eh a rt'
cket chv indeed . ;1\ rus to m ho u se records for \'I' "

' eh under twent v lill I' do 1I0t cnnta m com p lete
measu rem ents. and ma nile..h were- filii a lwav..
turned in for loca l coa \li ng vovage... I'h l' A lba,O'
wa s unusual ill th e rom p lere neo, o f her record ,
and th e quanti" of her mamfevtv.

The ..IOn' of Rhode l vland ... fl )<l ' li IlK trade is
nOI co nfined to "h ip' a nd calgol''' ; human exper i
enre is of , i g n i fi l a ll r e a ' wel l. T he-re we-re chat 
1(' lIge, to IX" met by ca p tai n a nd (f ew facing a
nonbeaster or hurri cane. The ' u.[('.... o f a vova ge
depended nOI onlv Oil th e Clew , bur o n the skills
o f th e sh ip w r ig h t in the desi gn and cmsuurtion
01 the vesv-l . o n the- cordage maker for providing
rigging t h a i would stand up under rigorom co n
d ilions. o n the ..ailmak er who IUOI.. p ride in hi s
work. Ae..lhel i( .. wa s sarisfied bv th e r raft vrnan
who ca rved the h!i!:lITrhead or bifle-rhead . Wi lli am
:hrl~' Ba ke r - nava l arch itect, rnariume h istorian
and designer uf .\fa, ·/ l m_t 't' r 11 - quote, Carl
Briden ba ug h's Colomal C ra/t.l ma": "For a sh ip
bu ill in a large ro lo n ial to wn - Xewporr, Rhod e
leland - th e ca p ta in ..uperimendi ng her CO Il

su ucu o n ca rr ioo l" ig h l)'-Ih rl't' di fft'l rlll acroune ,
for services an d supplies. There we-re twenty-three
..epa raIl" cra ft .. ill\'ll h ed in her building ." The
rnarilime .omITlllllilY o f lht' r all y nilH,tl't'lllh . r n ·
Imy di'pla yl"tl a m ore pt.'r ,(mal i lll t'n d a ll o n,h lp
Ihan dOl" o ur ma ~,iH" lla n , portaliflll ind us lry of
Ih l' IWl'n ll elh ('e ll ltlr~ .

The da~ of Ihe n.la~ ler, ha' ('(mil' a nd ~one ; no
longer do rheir '><I i" dOl Ihe ba~' ,,> a nd r ilt'rs : no
lon~t"r a re rar~(Jt" .. o f "> u ga r, Il"a. Ho n . ~ra n llt" ,

n OC ke l'i. rum a nd mola ,\>(", dt'l iH'rro a t Wi ckf ord ,
Ban in glOfl , Taunron . Ea 'l GUTn wich . a nd Ihe
rnman lic o ld f.M)1l o f So u lh Fen~. J'o~' ">a il"> 0 11 Ih t"
Ba y a rt' Ih o -.<" o f pl r a sure na ir , a nd car~o('s are ca r 
ried Iro lll <'ity (0 low n by lruck s. Yrl WI' wonder ,
dl's pi ll'" OUT It"{hn l)lo~ iLal pro gH'\\ . if Ihl' fUIUTt' of
mall and hi s t·twironmelll will nol bling the IU'ed

1m a second Iflo l.. ;t! wind -pr opelle-d r rafr If ever
there vhould h(' a place for rom men ial ">a l l ag-ai n .
vurelv il ~' ill not Iw the same-. a~ ,", ' I' cannot HUll

b ackward (nm pkll"ly. bUI thl' l!' IIM\ be "l)mt' l h lll~

10 be- lear ned h o m Iho st" wa terborne- workhorv
of dap gonl" bv ,

Jl IJlLlOG R!oP IIY

B.-t).. (,l , Willi am Au ·n . .\l tHl/l m t' 1I 1 " "~' 01 8at h . .\1am ... 2\
B.tlh , \ lafUl(, R('......rth s.'('l('I\ , 19i 3, 1. 167

___ ..\iluop. tmd "hal/op•. Rou(', \I..",.: 8.UI .. P" hl" h ·
111 1/: COmI'OII1 . ' . 1%6

Ch.app<>!I(', 1I" " .tJd 1 ,i rn.., IClm 'imall .\allml{ C.aff. :\"1:" '"
YOlk: :"OTlon , 19.'> 1

___ .X al l<m al II'II1t' n 1<:l l t Collection, wavlungro n.
G PO. 191M),

Chapin , Al1Ild A, ;Iud Charle Y. fl ",' or\,' of lOlOdt' h ltm d
f' n ' u' , 1fi4(J · I Q2J , Provideme: O " fm d Pro'.., 1925,

Cole. J. R. l/ i,l l fJf'/ of n'a. hm ,itt ,m 'f{)d "" 1''' ' em",', ,,,.R hodt'
1.land . :"1:"'" Yor k: Prevtnn . 18ll9.

CU \f om 110 " .... R..n"d, . POll oi :" ('w"oll . ~b' ll:"l ('.'lIl.ot"III I:"I ',
Ci n if iGlI" " '1m'·"'...." ·, ( ':"lIifi .:al (', "I :\d lTN"<I IUI"'TII("nl .
(O l il':ina l d.. .. nll:"lU' a l :" " " 'P" !I 111'''"" .11 ~l('i('I\· ' . Ship'
~1an i f l"\ I ~ , cO n ll: lfl.l1 documeIllI .l1 h 'd"'dl R...",d, C('fll l:"l .
Walt ham , ~ I d ,....t h u....m ),

___ .Pm l nl Providence. Perma neru 1.1«('n \("\. ~h l l"

\ la lll f....I ~ , \ ()rl li: lnd l d",rum('n!1 a l Rill " L, I>f ;l1'\I.

..-...iera l W,i l"' " 1''' '1''' 1, R hod t' hland: (; I4 ,d.. to tht' ,limallt'.1
'ilat r, 8 0\11)n: lI ",u ~hlOll \ lifflin , 19,H .

G,i l:"l'(', Robert . "" ",a T lad.. and It, n " \ "']"l'lll"'n1," ,\il a l.. "f
Rh fH/t' hla"d a"d I ' W l 'ld t'tl Ct' P la,, ' a l lm u a t Ih .. E" d of Ih t'
Ct'"IUT,\,: ,,, I/" IOT\" h ., I:"<l i lt"d by Ed...<lld F"idd . Row",
!If Snar u'(': :\tl""11 I'ubli~h ill l': C" m l';ul\' , 1900 . I'. 2 , .'l~ 7 

560,

Ual.ud. J"....ph I' I:";lCI" . ~Sh i pbu i ld i n1( in X3. rr"lfdn....II,"
'\"aHal{a" .v t l l/u lO' ll'af Rt'guln 2: I , J ul ) IlJS3. 6 1-7i ,

SUI'\(,I' of F"ro ('l ill :\ nh iH" Sh,p R t' l{" t..,. and E" w ll
"' 1'''11, Sh,p 1. lf ..ny. of Bru to l · n-a,..." , R hod t' I l /a" d
J77~ -JQJ9. Pm u M rn r. :" ;1110"'011 :\u hil Mo 1'1011:"<: 1. I~ I

___ .shIp Ht'~ lJ ft'H lind f .m o ll rn..nb . ,\h,p L , Ct' " l t' J of
'\"nt'pm f. H hod .. "/a"d JiQ()-1Q1Q. 2\ P,m id..n f (' ; :" ;1 110",..1
A" h iH'j P ro jn l, 19311- 1~ 1.

___ .!~ h lp R t' l:u ln l and £ "'0 11"'1'" 11 , \Jup L u t'" .,... 01
l" OI'UU" fl' , Rhod.. J<land 177J· /919. 2, Pr", id..n{l":
1"O a lio lla l A rrhi l l:"~ !' I<>jt'(l . 194 1

U.S. BUT('a u o f .'i l" fi' " n , L UI of M ..rf ha'l l Vt'lul.1 of Iht'
U",ud Stillt'•.
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:\1 t ill' end 011';11 h '''Ill', we plan [0 plt'-'('JH a
"'lInpli ll~ of 1 1II ;J ~('" £10111 11ll" R hode lela nd H I'"
101 ica I S Ol it"" '.. (;';1 phI( .. Col k, 111111 - a ..ill~lt'
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rt"t'1I1 Itll' 1)1'''' in IHII " ,II,.. uon 1'/ l,h(JI~raph...
print ... drawlll~' . ',11101111" , !r iuk earth . bJll.<llhid,' ",
;{uhUt,C IIHal dr;lwlllJ.: ' . ,lIul 01111'1 nnn-prim
man-r ial c. l)hfll()~I ;lph .. a nd "Iht'l vicual media
hav e a lanKlu.~( · of t he-ir " w n \\' (' will IT\ 1<1
..ho....- \UlI ne-w W;I\ , III ,,"('inK ;1II t! lou"IIl!( . \rt'

hopt' vou enjo H U I " 'k, ttun ... On ,Ill''>(' two
IJ;I!-:t" - a plu" "!('J"hll 1J,;It',11l 10 vumrm-i ,

Tn " " . ,m ,m, ,,,,,I "II II I", '" ",, ' Tit.. lot'''1!' ho,' u",1t
""'''IHld ,"I..:h/ "lUll ' '" t l" nmwh f'" ,hi"" 1' " '' ' ' "h..".
1(. '41'1, /""" til<' Cila.. ( ... 11"(/,,... , "hOld I .~'lfl
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1"1111/ '''''11 . f ./H lv "" mJIlI! Illa tHh", .
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