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those days not understood.  Tlence by tracmy the o\'lulutum,
or rather the dovolution, of the law relative to the asmze of
hread, we shall learn the methods of our anceestors i fixing
prices, establishing precedents, and - complicating the whole

subject by unnecessary and hurdensome legislation.

In good old colonial days when Charles I occupted the
Hrilis‘h throne, when the navigation faws were in full Toren
throughout the Bnglish colony of Ameriea, and “.l(‘, Tiast
Tndia Company held their patent with the consideration thag
a cotlain annual sum of Tavd money should be brought nto
Tngland addition to all its valuable impm'tutiuns and
money was reckoned only in pounds, shillings and pence, and
Adam Smith had not as yeb corveeted that error, 16 was not
to he expected that the chicfs of the Colony of Rhode Island,
or of any other, would be more enlightened or have more
advanced ideas on the subject of prices than the Home Rulers.
They took their cue from the Mother Ummtr.\l", as every loyal
son of England was expected  to do, and did down to the
Revolution, and. in the case of Rhode Istand, long alterward.
In fact we may trace some British influence in our own Slale
alfairs even at the present day.

The Celony of Rhode Island, Tike all patriarchal gov -
ments, seemed very early disposed to set the prices of various
articles hought and sold, in o manner with which we moderns
have little sympathy and against which we would have rebel-
led.  This tendeney was hegun by the town of Portsmouth
in 1638, by the regulation of the assize of Lread and the ]).l'i(‘ﬂ
at which it was to he sold. Citviou 1y enongh, hoth municipal
and general legislation in this rogard hegan and ended wilh

the assize of bread. 1t is our pwrpose, thardfore, to traes
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state o
credit of the country threatened with rui.

The first glimmer of light came from the town of Providen-
The citizens of this place had never been so infatuwated,

¥ (l('plw'iutinn that trade beezme stationary and the

ce.
for obvious veasons, with the methods of improving  trade
and ostablishing public erodit as the rest of the Gommon-
wealth. 1t was here that hetter counsels prevailed, and, ag
we have scen, from which emanated a memorial to the Ag
sembly for a change of legislation measures. These  views
spreqd gradually throughout Rhode Island, though nst until
the General Assembly once more endeavored to interfere and
foree a false value upon a (]vln't-vinted currency na most
arbitrary manner — an aclion which culminated in the fam-
ous case of Trevitt against Weeden in 17806, the last straw
which broke the camel’s back. _

Should this folly of a past genevation he in danger of De-
ing repeated on a larger seale, either through interested or
mistaken motives let us turn to its history, and, by refresh-
ing our memory put in practice the lessons so hardly gaine(l‘
by the struggles of onr ancestors, groping in the errors and
darkness by whieh they were everywhere surrounded, but af
the same time show, by more enlightened legislation, that
these lessons have not been thrown away.  For it history is
to teach us anything, we should learn from it how to avoid
making the wmistakes ol a former ages s And this lesson can
e no better learned, than by trading the history of legislaticn
relative to the assize of Dread, which, though gill receiving

some recognition in faw, now veeulates itself.  The statutery
provision is hut a reminder of those days when it was thonght

that legislation conl 1 do anything and everything, even as it

was seen with us a few years ago, when many Lonest med

hecame helievers in the doctrine of ¢ fint ]]I()llhy;': forgeting:

that money must he earned in all eases, and that its cirenlas

tion 14 L’;nvurm-tl hy the same laws as all other commoditiess
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WHAT WaAS THE DUBERTUS?

By Welcome A. Greene.
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