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ing down thesc pipes, together with the amonnt
expended beyond the sum raised Dy crcating
new stock in 1850, induced the Directors to
look into the whole cosb of the Aqueduct, or
the construction account since ite first formation,
which, after a careful analysis of expenditures,
was ascertained to be 216,200 dollars, or
2462, per share, and the Company thereapon
Jdouhled their stock in November, 1859, and it
now consists of two thousand shares at one hun-
dred dollars each, eqqual to two Tundred thou-
gand dollars, on which their dividends will De
hereafter predicated. The Corporation have
now some forty miles of pipes, including all the
branches; and the number of water takers has
swelled from 500 to 3600.

The duties of the Agent and Collector are
comparatively onerous and perplexing, and can
De appreciated only by those who are conver-
sant with them. The shifts and turns at de-
ception in the use of water are manifold, and
prove how sadly we have departed from the
standard of trath as demonstrated by Jennie
Deans in the ITeart of Mid-Lothian—bub

«\hen self the wavering balance shakes

"Tis rarely right adjusted.”
As the Agent has principally to rely upon the
water thlcers in one case to render & true and
aconrate accountof the number in o fumily,und
in the other the quantity of woter used, he has
all gorts of people and all gorts of consciences
to deal with, from the gtrictly honest and re-
linble, to those who appear preposterouely to
acknowledige no property in water, which is a
gift in the providenee of God, forgetting thatb
the providence of God does not lay down pipes
or convey water through them to their doors,
and therefore helieve it a venial offence to de-
ceive in the use of it.

The height of the fountains is 57.3 fect above
medium high water, and Spring Pond 63.6
feet. The quantity of water i now equal to
supply an indefinite population. The reser-
voirs and fountains are capable of holding some
1,100,000 gallons, hesides the great and inex-
haustible reservoir of Spring Pond, containing

59 acres, which at present is scarcely used, hut
is merely a corps de reserve in case of need.—
Ten thousand pounds of this water contains
only 5oth of one pound of solid foreign mat-
ter— this consists of silicious earth, sulphate of
sodu and common salt, the proportion of salts
heing about one-half; the evﬁporation of 20,-
000 pounds of this water will leave only one
pound of these.

The perplesing lawsuits and various imposi-
tions this Company have expericnced through-
out its whole esistence, we have torborne to re-
count or comment upon, as they would show
up the worst phase in human nature. Suffice it
to say, it has cvidently been helieved, that
while they will not aceord to corporations,
souls, they at least believe they have purses to
filch and fatten upon.

The present officers of the Corporation are,
Wm. D. Waters President; Jos. S. Leavitt
Vice President ; David Pingree, John G. Wa-
ters, Robert Peele, Aaron Perking, Henry

Cook, Eben’r Sutton, C. M. Endicott, Direc-
tors; Wm. Jelly Agent and Collector; C. M.
Tndicott Treasurer and Clerk. Annual Meet-
ing first Thursday in May.

THI MOPKINS FAMILY IN ROODE ISL-
AND, TO WHICH STEPHEN HOPKINS,
ONE OF THE SIGNERS OF THE DE-
OLARATION OF IN DEPENDENCE,
JULY 4, 1776, BELONGED.

BY C. C. BEAMAN.

Read ab 0 Meeting of the Esscx Institute,
Thursday, March 8, 1860.

On a hich ridge of land, twelve miles west
of Providence, on the turnpike road to Hart-
ford, may be scen a little cluster of graves. They
lic in the Northwest part of Scitaate, (Chop-
mist IIills,) a farming and manufacturing
town of some four or five thousand inhahitants.

These resting places of the dcad are in close
proximiby to the road, at the west end and out-
side of the wall of a kitchen garden, cultivated

for many generations, and lying on the opposite
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Lt. Governor West,and known as the ¢ Goverpor
‘West House,”” On the same site, or very near
it, stood a moderate sized lhouse, erected some
geventy years earlier, and removed to give place
to the present edifice. The prospect is very
extensive from this spot in all directions.—
Scattered farm houses, with wouds and orchards
and ploughed fields filling up the landscape,
present the aspect of an ordinary bhill town of
the country.

He who chose this place for a homestead,
and whose axe was among the first to level the
Ei‘ees for a clearing, is lying with his wife in
the little household burial place already de-
seribed. No inscription is upon the rudestones
at either end of their graves, but the position
m'Ly be ascertained with considerable certainty
among the few hillocks, some of which are of
rtu-nt erection and have stones cut with the
names of the dead. William Ilopkins died in
1738, and his wife some few years earlier.—
Therr celebrity is now chiefly dependent upon
that of their distinguished sons, Col. William
Hopkins, Governor Stephen Hopkins and Com.
modore Ezek Hopkins, neither of whom, how-
ever, has received that biographical attention
which their position, talents and services would
seem to demand. Almost every one is familiar
with the trembling signatare of Stephen Iop-
kins to the Declaration of American Indepen-
dence. his wasoccasioned by a nervous affec-
tion of the right hand, which had compelled him
for pome years when he wrote to guide his right
hand with the left. This shaking handvriting
has given him a notoriety, but so little is known
pf him otherwise, that even the cause of the
tremulousness is not understood, It is quite
time that an attempt should be made to gather
up some particulars of his history and spread
them before the public. The effort to make
him a descendant of the person of the same
pame who came out in the Mayflower to Ply-
mouth in 1620 has not been successful.

" Thomas Hopkins, the first ancestor in Amer-
ica of Gov. Hopkins, came from England to
Providence in the earliest settlement of the

Bide of the road to a large hoﬁsc, builtin 1775 by | town, and had a housg lot assigned to him in

1633. He was elected Commissioner from Prov-
idence to the Court of Commissioners in 1650,
and in several subsequent years down to 1668.
He married Elizabeth Arnold, sisterto Benedict
Arnold, the first governor of Rhode Island.
Major William Hopkius, son of Thomas, mar-
ried Abigail Wliipple, daughter of John Whip-
ple, one of the first settlers of Providence.
His only child William was a pioneer in the
settlement of Scituate. Iis wife, Ruth Wil-
kinson, was descended from an old soldier of
Oliver Cromwell, Capt. Lawrence Wilkinson,
whose son Samuel, the father of Ruth, denom-
inated in written documents ¢‘Capt. Samuel
Wilkinson, Esq.,”” was a bighly respected citi-
zen of P10v1dence

The marriage of Ruth is connected with a
pleasant anecdote. William Hopkms wag in
the employ of her father. The lovers could
not muster courage enough to speak to the
awful Justice,”” for Mr. Wilkinson held that
office, so dignified in former days In the
house or office it was the custom’ to past up
¢Intentions of Marriage.”” The timid lovers,
who had often looked wi_th an envious or emu-
lous eye upon such importantsteps preliminary
to a ‘‘consummation deyoutly to be wished,”
wrote a notice of their ‘“intentions,”” and plac—
ing it unobscrved upon the table of the ¢J us-
tice,”” watched to sce how it would be rega.x;d-
ed. ’Squire Wilkinson, as theysaw by a peep
through the door, took up the paper, read it
and delibeyately posted it up in thie proper lo-
cation. There weresgome blushes on the cheeks
of Ruth that day, probably, but the desired
approbation thus ingeniously obtained, soon led
on to marriage, and some new land in the then
large town of Providence, extending to the
bounds of Connecticut, where Ruth’s brother,
Lieutenant Joseph Wilkinson, also went to
live, was selected for farming operations. Here
a house and barn were built in the woods, ten
or a dozen miles inland, and in this home the
newly married pair began to live in wedlock.

Tradition informs us that a little meadow on

Mr. 'Wilkinsg
hay for the wj
with him,
meadow by
down and tl
same author
given us an
(Martha P
tive of the
her hushan
near the ho
tree, the o
in order to
indignant af
and not a Lk
licutenant,
was in its
‘tmued to
the reaglut
she seized
door to ¢hi
fired at br
fled into th
without dan
‘Wilkinson &
OCCNTTENCE,
the bear 1

killed by
We can
under whi
Hopkins wi
an incide
history v
gives us 11 ¥
the early
“No hot

Nor
Or gn
No

No ordh
Or 1
No neig




¢ lot assigned to him in
1 Commissioner from Prov-
»f Commissioners in 1650,
uent years down to 1668.
1 Arnold, sister to Benedict
wvernor of Rhode Island.
iins, son of Thomas, mar-
>, daughter of John Whip-
st settlers of Providence.
am was a pioneer in the
te. Ilis wife, Ruth Wil-
ed from an old soldier of
pt. Lawrence Wilkinson,
he father of Ruth, denom-
ocuments ¢Capt. Samuegl
vus o highly respected citi-

Ruth is connected with a
William Hopkins was in
father. The lovers could
enough to spcak to the
r_Mr. Wilkinson held that
in former days, In the
as the custom to post up
riage.””  I'he timid lovers,
d with an envious or emu-
mportantsteps preliminary
1 devoutly to be wished,”
cir “intentions,”” and plac-
pon the table of the “‘Ju_s-
>e how it would De regard-
nson, as theysaw by a peep
ook up the paper, read it
sted it up in the proper lo-
e some hlushes on the cheeks
probably, but the desired
geniously obtained, soon led
| some new land in the then
vidence, extending to the
cut, where Ruth’s brother,
Wilkinson, also went to
r farming operations. Here
rere built in the woods, ten
land, and in this home the
> began to live in wedlock.

8 ug that a little meadow on

117

Myr. Wilkinson’s farm yiclded the first crop of ‘ The children of William Hopkins were,
hay for the winter fodder of the cow he brought | William, Stephen, John, Esel, Samucl, lope,
with him. The heavers having flooded the | Abigail and Susanna; five sons and three
meadow by building o dam, the trees rofted | danghters. We shall speak at this time only
down and the grass grew up of itsell, The | of three of these, namely, William, Stephen
game muthority handed down in the family has | and Bsck.

given us an exploit of Mr. Wilkinson’s wife, WiLniax was born in 1705, and being the
(Martha Pray was her maiden name,) illustea- | oldest son, and bearing both his father’s and
tive of the times, One day, in the absence of | grandfather’s name, was probably admitted to
her hushand at work two miles off, a bear came | mare privileges than the other children, Ile
near the house and climbing up a sweet apple | went to England soon after he reached the age
tree, the only one they had, began to shake it | of manhood and obtained the favor of a presen-
in order to eat the fruit. Martha was highly | tation at Court. ITe is said to have been very
indignant at the freedom taken with her tree | handsome and manly in appearance, and he so
and not 2 little regretted the ahsence of the favorahly impressed one of the royal Dukes
Jieutenant, whose gun loaded for wild game | that e gave Lim o Colonel’s commission, A
was in its placeready for use. The apples con- part of the dress he wore at Court ¢ now in
tinued to rattle on the ground, as if to spur | the possession of his great grandzon, William
the resolution of the hackwoodsman’s wife, and Hopking Cooke, Taq., of Berrington, a; B S
she secized the gun and rushed out of the back | [1e married an Angell and lind a ton, Christo-
door to chastisc theintruder. Taking aim, she pher, who marvied Savah, danghter of Judge
fired at bruin, and instantly dropping the gun, | paniel Jenckes. Joanna Hopkins, danghter of
fled into the house and fastencd the door, | (‘hristopher, married Nicholas Cooke, son of
without daring to look behind. When Mr.| Nicholas Cooke, who was, at the time of her
Wilkinson came home she informed him of the | mayriage, Governor of R. I. Col. William
occurrence, and on going to the trec he found | [Jopkins died before the Revolutionary War,
the bear lying on the ground, having Dbeen | in his native State.

Killed by the shot. ‘ ‘

We can form some idea of the influences
under which the children of William and Ruth
Hopkins were trained in early life from such
an incident. Some poetry in Gov. Hopkins’s
history of Rhode Island, and attributed to him,
gives ue a view of the privations and penury of
the early settlers of the State:
“No house, nor hut, nor fruitful field,
Nor lowing herd, nor bleating flock;
Or garden that might comfort yield;
No cheerful, early crowing cock.

Srernexy Horkiss was born Mareh 7, 1707,
and was consequently in his 70th year at the
time he signed the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. No particulars of his boyhood are pre-
served. As there were noschools in those days
in his neighborhood, he must have been taught
at home by his mother, and also by his Uncle
Wilkinson, a surveyor, living within two or
three miles. From early youth, probably as
young as Washington, he was employed to
survey land.

At nineteen he married Sarah, the youngest
No orchard yielding pleasant fruit, daughter of Major Silvanus Scott of Provi-

Or laboring ox or useful plough; dence. The maringe took place June 27,
o nsighing toed or browsing gout, 1726. On this occasion his father gave him a

=Rl R SR eior foedful cow. deed of 70 acres of land, and his Grandfather

No friend to help, no neighbor nigh Hopkins bestowed on his ‘loving grandson,’
(=] ) e

Nor healing medicine to rclieve; as the deed reads, an additional tract of 90

No mother’s hand to cloze the eye, acres of bordering territory. Ile continued to

Alpne, forlorn, and most extremely poor.” reside on his farm and on that of his father,
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which came into his hands, until he was thir-
ty-seven years of age, when he removed to the
seaport of his native town, or Providence, and
cntered into trade dand commerce on South
Main strcet. When Scituate was get off from
Providence in 1730, at the age of twenty-

three, he was chosen Moderator of the first |

town meeting. This fact is significant of the
esteem in which he wag held. The following
year he was elected Town Clerk, which then,
as now, included the registry of deeds and of
probate. This office he held for ten successive
years and then vesigned it. The hooks, in his
beautiful handwriting, are still prescrved. In
1733 he represented the town in the General
Assembly and was made Justice of the Peace.
In May, 1739, he received the appointment of
Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas.
In May, 1751, he was made Governor of the
State, and at sabsequent times filled the office,
in all nine years. The town of Providence
seems fo have made him the standing modera-
tor of hex Town Meetings, so often and regu-
larly was he chosen. In 1757 he headed a list
of thirty-six men (his son George being one of
the number,) as ready to march against the
French and Indians, who had suddenly invaded
the Northern frontier, carrying ruinand terror
in their path. Their speedy retreat prevented
the setting out of the expedition. In August,
1774, he, with Samuel Ward, was elected to
represent the State in the General Congress at
Philadelphia, and served there for several
successive years. He exerted himself in Con-
gress for decisive measures, saying on one occa-
sion, ‘‘that the time had come when the strong-
est arm and the longest sword must decide the
contest, and those members who were not pre-
pared for action had better go home.”

His wife was with him at Philadelphia, June
91, 1775, when he wrote to his daughter Ruth
at Providence the following letter :

«Brrovep Rura—I wrote you on the 25th
May and gave you an account of our journey
hither, Since then I have had an ill turn and
two or three fits of the fever and ague, butam
now well. Your mother has not been very

well for several days and is now quite poorly.
I hope she will soon he better. George (his
son) I expected to have seen here, but believe
he is gone to South Carolina. Col. Washing-
ton will set out from here in 2 day or two for
New England, to take the command of the
Continental army, of which he is appointed
Commander-in-Chief. e will be accompanied
by Gen. Lee, who also has a command in that
army, which is taken into the pay of all Amer-
ica.”

It was at this time that Washington, pass-
ing through Providence, was gent hy the town
authoritics to lodge at Gov. Hopkins’s house,
although he and his wife were absent. Ruth
had only a few black servants in the house,
and as her father lived in a very plamn way in
his small house, the relatives and friends of
the family tendered the loan of China, glass
and other articles, but the patriot’s daughter
proudly replied, ‘“¢hat what was good enough
Sor her father was good enough for General
Wesskington.”

He was a2 member of the naval committee,
and John Adams, who was also a member of
that committe, thus alludes to him in the third
volume of his autobiography :

“In this place I will take the opportunity
to observe, that the pleasantest part of my la-
bors for the four years Ispent in Congress, from
1774 to 1778, was in this naval committee.—
Mr. Lee, Mr. Gadsden, were sensible men and
very cheerful, but Gov. Hopkins of R. I.,
above 70 yecars of age, kept usall alive. Upon
business his experience and judgment were very
useful. But when the business of the evening
was over he kept us in conversation until 11

‘and sometimes till 12 o’clock. Iis custom was

to drink nothing all day, nor till 8 o’clock in
the evening, and then his beverage was Jamaica,
spirits and water. It gave him wit, humor,
anecdotes, science and learning. He had read
Greek, Roman and British history, and was
familiar with British poetry, particularly Pope,
Thomson and Milton, and the flow of his soul
made all his reading our own, and seemed to
bring to recollection in all of us all we had

— #-h_._—_

ever read. T of
those days. T
temperate.
but all he drar
converted into |
humor, but ing
Gov. Hopki
mathematicinm
from youth to
In taking tha
passed over a i
Soon after he fi
twenty-five gl
Supposing th
in the bushes
from his poe
found it han
with Benj.
June 3, 17605
transit of Ven
He acted i
SaMUEL AnAME
arbitrary 7}
for the Revo
Island what
he was appo
Clommission
digest and com
onies. He
rights and ¢l
Rights of the
published 1
With the o
that ardent
Bym pnthi?.ud
controversy
Mr. Ho
a letter to o
he ridiculed
tion in Par’
justice and @
authority.
which was
This drew fal
Mr. Howar
controversy
their ¢omin



d is now quite poorly.
e better. George (his
scen here, but believe
olina.  Col. Washing-
re in & day or two for

the command of the
vhich he is appointed
IIe will be accompanied
has a command in that
ito the pay of all Amer-

that Washington, paes-
, was gent hy the town
Gov. Hopkins’s house,
fe were absent. Ruth
wrvants in the house,
in a very plam way in
latives and friends of
ie loan of China, glass
the patriot’s daughter
what was good enough
od enough for General

" the naval committee,
» was also a member of
ludes to him in the third
eraphy :

1 take the opportunity
easantest part of my la-
Ispent in Congress, from
Dhis naval committee.—
, were sensible men and
tov. Hopkins of R. I.,
keptusall alive. Upon
> and judgment were very
e husiness of the evening
n conversation until 11
y’clock. Iie custom was
lay, nor till 8 o’clock in
Liis heverage was Jamaica
t gave him wit, humor,
1 learning. He had read
British history, and was
poetry, particularly Pope,
und the flow of his soul
our own, and seemed to
in all of us all we had

—=_'_‘"v.wrvl.- - = —

|
)

119

—— .
ever read. I could neither eat mor drink in
those days. The other centlemen were very

veetive. At a special town meeting held in
Providence, August 7,176, Gov. Hopkins was

temperate. Iopking never drank to excess, | ¢hairman of a committee chogen to draft in-

but all he drank was immediately not only |
converted into wit, sense, knowledge and
with similar qualities.”

humor, but inspired us
csteemed an excellent |

Gov. Hopkins was
mathematician, and W
from youth to advanced age In suIveying
Tn taking the survey ©
passed over a plain thickly set with shrubbery.

structions to the Cleneral Assembly on the
cood | Stamp Act. Ile was mot Governor in that
year, 'The resolutions reported by that com-
Inittee were the same that Patrick Henry in-
as extensively engaged | troduced into the ITouse of Delegates of Vir-
land. | ginia, but with a gixth additional. Those re-
¢ a tract of land be | solves passed in the Assembly, including the
fifth, which had been rejected in the «0ld Do-

Soon after he found that his wateh, which cost | minion.” The additional resolation stated,

twenty-five guineas in TLondon, was missing. |
Supposing that the chain had become entangled
in the hushes and the wateh thereby pulled

from his pocket, he set the course back andli

found it hanging ona bush. e wasassociated
with Benj. West and others at Providence,
June 3, 1769, in making observations on the
transit of Venus over the sun’s disc.

Tle acted in concert with Jayzs Orrs and
SayvEL Apavs in those carlier contests with
arbitrary poOWers, which paved the way

for the Revolutionary War, dving in Rhode |

Tsland what they didin Massachusetts. Iu 1754

that ¢“WE ARE XOT BOUND TO YIELD OBEDIENCE
7O ANY LAW OR ORDINANCE DESIGNED TO IMPOSE
ANY INTERNAL TAXATION WHATEVER UPON US,
OTHER TIAN THE LaWS AND ORDINANCES OF
Rmope Israxp.”

This measure showed that Rhode Island
stood in the very front rank of oppoeition and
that Stephen Hopkins headed the movement in
his State, as did Otis and Samuel Adams in
Massachusetts and Putrick Ilenry in Virginia.

We should not forget, in giving a sketch of
the life of Gov. Hopkins, his taste in poetic
composition. He had severe domestic afflictions

s wz\s. alppomtcdla: ln 1em1)01; ;)fdthf AEO:Id :f | in the loss of childrer: and that of his first wife
S a8s at Albs k
Commissioners, which assempbied & hany, 1o very near together, and their loss drew forth

digest and concert a plan of union for the Col-
onics. Il wrote a pamphlet in support of the
rights and claims of the Colonies, called ““The
Rights of the Colonies examined,”’ which was
published by order of the General Assembly.
With the celebrated James Otis of Boston,
that ardent apostle of liberty, he 5o keenly
gympathized as to come to his aid in a political
controversy for freedom.

Mr. Howard, of Halifax, published in 1765
a letter to a friend in Rhode Island, in which
lie ridiculed the plan of American represcnta-
tion in Parliament and openly defended the
justice and expedicncy of taxation by English
authority. Mr. Otis gave w spirited reply, in
wwhich wae much acrimony and personal abuse.
This drew forth a sharp personal retert from
Mr. Howard ; and Mr. Hopkins took up the
controversy, defended Otis and overwhelmed
their common opponent with sarcasm and in-

come lamentationsin vexse. His son Silvanus,
a youth aboeut nineteen years old, was cast
away on Capo Breton shore April 24, 1753,
and barbarously murdered by the savages.
Another son, Jokn, died at Cadiz July 20,
1753, thus bringing very near together the
death of two children. Ilerc is one of two
pieces written on these occasions :—

«Qn prickly stems as gayest rose-buds blend,
Swectly diffusing odors all around;

Yet leaf by leaf the blasted flowers descend,
And on the stocks thorns only then are found.

When I look back upon my hopeful sons,
Cheerfully smiling round my youthful mate,

My soul within me sadly sinks and mourns
The ruined riches of my former state.

Does Fate delight to shower his blessings on us,
That we may think our happiness complete;
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“Philadelphia, Nov. 6, 1775.
Dear Sir,

You will perceive by a letter from the

committec dated yesterday, that they have|

pitched upon you to take the command of o
small flect, which they and I hope will be but
the beginning of one much larger.

I suppose you may be more serviceable to
your country in this very dangerous crisis of
its affuirs by taking upon you this command
than you can in any other way. T should
therefore hope that this will be a sufficient in-
ducement for you to accept of this offer. Your
pay and perquisites will be such as you will
have no reason to complajn of. Such officers
and scamen as you may procure to come with
you may be informed that they will enter into
pay from their first engaging in this service,
and will be entitled to share as prize the one-
half of all armed vessels, and the one-third of
all transports that shall be taken.

You may assure all with whom you converse,
that the Congress increase in their unanimity
and rise stronger and stronger in the spivit of
opposition to the tyrannical measures of ad-
winistration.

Tam your affectionate Lrother,
SterueN [Hopkins.”’

The appointment was accepted and the fleet,
consisting of the ships Allred, Capt. Dudley
Saltonstall, and the Columbus, Capt. Whipple,
the brig Andrew Doria, Capt. Nicholas Bid-
dle, and the Cabot, Capt. John B. Hopkins,
and the sloops Providence, Fly, Hornet and
Wasp, put out to sea Feb. 17, 1776, with a
smart northeast wind, and cruising among the
Bahama Islands, captured the forts of New
Providence, Nassau. This was a very fortu-
nate afluir, for the heavy ordnance and stores
proved quite acceptable to the country in its
defenceless state.  Seventeen cannon, from
nine to thirty-six pounders, were taken at Fort
Montague, and scventy-one cannon, {rom nine
to thirty-two pounders, from TFort Nassau,
besides mortars, shells and round shot, chain
and douable-headed shot and other articles.

Island, April 5, 1776, he took the schooner
Iawke, of six carriage guns and eight swivels,
and the bomb brig Bolton of cight guns and
two howitzers, ten swivels and forty-eight
hands, well found with all sorts of stores, arms,
| powder, &. The Glasgow man of war was
‘ engaged very carly in the morning of the next
day hut made her escape.

The celebrated Jomx Paur Jowss, then a
| lieutenant on hoard the commodore’s ship Al-
[fred, which was one of the vessels engaged

with the Glasgow, wrote to a friend soon after
the combat :

“I have the pleasure of assuring you that
the commander-in-chief is respected thro’ the
| fleet, and T verily believe that the officers and
men in gencral would go any length to exccute
his orders. It is with pain that I confine this
plaudit to an individual; I should be happy
in extending it to every captain and officer in
the service. Praise is certainly due to some,
buat alas ! there are exceptions.”’

Considerable blame was attached to the fleet
for not taking the Glasgow, and the ship Co-
lambus, Capt. Whipple, was particularly cen-
sured.

The President of Congress wrote Com. Hop-
kins a letter of a complimentary character and
said :—

““Tho’ it is to be regretted that the Glasgow
man of war made her escape, yet as it was not
thro’ any misconduct, the praise due to you
and the other officers is undoubtedly the same.*’

Every one is acquainted with the difficulties
which Gen. Washington encountered in organ-
izing a stable and efficient army out of a raw
militia, whose term of service on short enlist-
ments was often expiring at the very moment
when they were most needed. Similar obsta-
cles were met by Com. Hlopking in the navy,
and his force was wholly inadequate to protect
the long line of American coast and meet the
disciplined and large navy of Great Britain.
But he performed good service and helped on
the good day coming. Atmost like NeLson,
Horkixs became a synonym for naval heroism

On the commodore’s rcturn, when off Block
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—
of the Commodore, a splendid figure and hand-
some, open conntenance, as indeed belonged to
him, was made in France and circulated there .
and in America. Ln the picturc was a Liberty |
Tree and the motto, <“An appeal to God.”” A
rattlesnake was drawn on the ground ready to
gpring, and over it were the words, “].J.um'Li
tread upon me.” Below the portrait of the
Naval Hero was written, ¢THopkins, Command-
er-in-Chef, la Flotte Amcricaine.” Another
likeness, with the tree only, was made. Both
of these are in the collections of the Rhode
Island Historical Society. The portrait very:
much resembles the Hon. John II. Clarke of
Providence, the grandson of Com. Ilopkins.

The-commodore was some one or two inches
over pix feet in height and fincly propor-
tioned. He built hima house in North Prov-
idence, where a nicce still resides. Much of
his furniture remains, but a large and old
fashioned clock, one hundred years old, and a
venerable chair have been given within a few
years to Brown University and are placed in
their Library Room. Ilis death took place
in 1802 and he was buried in a private lot.
Ilis monument has the fullowing inseription :

«‘This stone is conscerated to the memory of Bzek
Hopkins, Esq., who departed this life on the 26th
day of Feb., 1802. Ie was born in the year 1718,
at Scituate, in this State, and during the Revolu-
tionary War wasappointed Admiral and Commander-
in-Chicf of the naval forces of the United States.
He was ofterwards a member of our State Legisla-
ture, and was no less distinguishoed for his delibera-
tion than for his valor. Ashe lived highly respect-
ed so he died, deeply regretted by his country and
hLis friends, at the advanced age of 83 years and 10
months.

Look next on greatness !
Say, where greatness lies 1”

JonN Apaxus on scveral occasions defended
him in the Naval Committece and in Congress
against what he termed ¢‘that anti-New Eng-
land spirit which haunted the proceedings of
Congress,”” and was turned against Com. op-
kins. When the trial was over Mr. Elicry of
Newport went to Mr. Adams and said, ¢“You

have made the old man your friend for life;

he will hear of your dcfcndiu'g him and he
never forgets o kindness.”’

The old man did remember the serviees of
Mr. Adams in his behalf. «More than twenty
years afterwards,” says Mr. A. in his autohi-
ography, ““the old gentleman hobbled on his
crutches to the inn at Providence, at fourscore
years of age, one-half of him dead in conse-
(uence of a paralytic stroke, with his eyes
overflowing with tears, to express his gratitude
to me. Ile said he knew not for what cnd he
was continued in life, unless it were to punish
his friends, or to teach his children and grand-
children to respect me. The President of
Rhode Island College, who had married his
dauglter, and all his family showed me the
same affectionate attachment.”

The parents of these three distinguished sons
should he gratefully and honorably remember-
ed. What a family were William and Ruth
Ilopkins, mearing in their small and rough
hoarded farmer’s house among the wooded
hills, in the first quarter of the eighteenth cen-
tury !

’Tis wonderful
That an invisible instinct should frame them
To royalty unlearned; honor untaught;
Civility not scen from other; valor
That mildly grows in them, but yiclds a erop
As if it had been sowed !”
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Ann Burt,‘m- mo., 1673.

The Will of Ann Burt, dated 8 of January,
1664, mentions William Basset jun'r, John
Basset, Elisha Basset and Samuel Bassct,
when their children are 18 years old, Elizabeth
Basset, Sarah Bassct, Merriam Basset, Mary
Basset and Ilannah Basset, Ellen Bartrom to




