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ADJUSTMENT INTO THE UNION. IO5

Union; a transfer which at one blow deprived most states of

one of their chief sources of revenue.

The following documents, chiefly derived from the Theodore

Foster Papers, possessed by the Society, will help to carry

Rhode Island history a little way into this somewhat neglected

period, though it be no farther than to the end of the year
-r7go. 

The first two letters exhibit the anxiety of Federalist

senators in Congress for reinforcements from Rhode Island'

Foster having been elected senator, the remaining letters are

mostly written to him while at New York in attendance

upon the sessions of the Senate, by various friends in Rhode

Island.
It will be seen that the federal mèasure which most excited

the attention of Rhode Island politicians in the summer of

r Tgo was Hamilton's project for the assumption of state debts

by the federal government. In his famous and comprehen-

sive funding scheme he hâd included a provision whereby the

state debts v¡ere to be assumed. This proposal had been, by

a close vote, rejected in the House, which, at the time when

Rhode Island joined the Union, was just about to pass a

funding act not including the state debts.r Meantime the

plan for the location of the federal capital had met with diffi-

culty, owing to the rival interests of Pennsylvania and Vir-
ginia. Hamilton rnade use of Jefferson's influenceto arrange

a compromisq by which, in return for votes in favor of

assumption, the capital, after ten years at Philadelphia, was

to be permanently located on the Potomac. Then the Senatg

on July 16, inserted in the Funding Bill a provision for

assuming certain specified amounts in the certificates of the

debts of the several states. The amount fixed upon for

Rhode Island was only $zoo,ooo, out of a total of $zt,5oo,ooo
assumed, and Senators Foster and Stanton voted against the

bill on its final þassage2. But it passed both houses, and

I Etæsc Jørtø|, June z.
2fournøls o¡flhe Setøte antd l{ouse, r\fay- July.

TO4 RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SocIETy.

No. 1496. Oct. 3r, 1682. Journal of Lords of Trade
and Plantations. Sir Edmund Andros's letter of 3 r August
read (see No. r4r4, above). Agreed to lay the proposals as
to revenue before the King. The reports on the Narragan_
set Country and Pejebscot \ryere referred to the Attorney_
General. Memorandum of documents sent and receiveã.
fCol. Entry BÞ'Vol. CIX., pp. ro8-rrr.]

THE ADJUSTMENT OF RHODE TSLAND INTO
THE UNION IN r79o.

A vesr amount of attention has been bestowed on the
history of the ratification of the Federal constitution by
Rhode Island; almost none at all upon the history of thl
events immediately ensuing in her histor¡ the process by
which she became adjusted into the Union. Historical stu_
dents have proceeded as if, once Rhode Island had agreed to
enter the Union, nothing more remained to be done, and her
constitutional history came to an end, not to recommence
until the times just before the Dorr War. No doubt the
main question was settled, a question whose importance far
transcended that of any questions which remained. yet there
is a considerable degree of interest in the minor settlements
and adjustments which ensued. This is true in all the states.
A complete adjustment into the Union could not be effected
all at once. Not only did friction between the federal gov_
ernment and the states occur here and there during a long
period, but the very terms of the Constitution, transferrin!
to the federal government many powers which hitherto haã
belonged to the states, gave a violent wrench to the systems
which the states had estabrished, and produced crifficurties and
required readjustments which it is now difficult for the mind
to reùize, An instance is the transfer of the power to impose
customs duties from the state governments to that of the
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it might reimburse its expenditure of one thousand dollars in

constructing " a Machine called a Mud-Engine," had provideà

that the collector of the port of Providence should levy aduty
of two cents per ton on every vessel of over sixty tons (except

those laden with wood and lumber) arriving in the port, and

should pay this over to the treasurer of the company.r This
privilege, which was to last twenty years, was now founcl to

conflict with the acts of Congress respecting tonnage duties.

Accordingly Congress, by act of August rr, r7go, consented

that the provisions respecting tonnage duties, contained in

the state act incorporating the River Machine Company,

should remain in force until January Io, rTgr i subsequent

acts2 prolonged their operation till June r, 1796'

No small part of the rvork of reorganization and adjustment

resulting from Rhode Island's entrance into the Union,-
and certainly no small part of the friction produced by that
process,- arose from the necessity of filling the offices called

into existence by the above-mentioned acts of Congress.

President Washington had macle his nominations to consular

offices on June 4, and Rhode Island was naturally not

" recognized " in this particular' The questions related solely

to appointments to office within the state. It was Washing-

ton's geneial practice to regard only the qualifications and

personal merits of the applicants, their services during the

Revolutionary War, and in certain cases the fact that a can-

didate had been holding an analogous office under the

state government. In Rhode Island, however (and perhaps

also in New York), he seems to have taken into account con-

siderations of party politics also. He did not wish to appoint

to office uncler the Constitution men rvho.had opposed its

ratification.
Rhode Islancl seems to have contained, in proportion to

population, about as many office-seekers in General Washing-

1 Acts and Resoloes for January session, r79o.
2Acts of January ro, r79r, and Irlarch r9, 1792,

ro6 RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

became law August 4, r79o. The other measures spoken of
in the letters require no explanation at this point; but, revert-
ing to the subject of Rhocle Island's adjustment into the
IJnion, a few words may be said concerning those federal laws
which had a part in effecting that adjustment.

Four acts were passed by the First Congress, at their
second session, after Rhode Island's ratification of the Con-
stitution, which may be regarded, in whole or in þart, as con-
sequences or corollaries of that event, and as steps in the
process of union. First, an act of June 14, r79o, (Chap.
XIX.), extended over Rhode Island the provisions of the
Tariff Act of Jrrly +, 1289, the Tonnage Act of Juty zq the
act to regulate the collection of customs and tonnage duties
passed July S l, and the registry act of September Í, rZSg.
It provided for two cnstoms districts and for two ports of
entr¡ Newport and Providence, with a collector, naval officer
and surveyor at each. There were also to be surveyors at
the seven ports of delivery, one in the latter district, at Paw-
tuxet, and five in the former, at North Kingstown, East
Greenwich, \Mesterly, Bristol and Warren,- the last named
official serving the two ports of Warren and Barrington.
Secondly, an act of June 23, r¡go, (Chap. XXI.), brought
Rhode Island within the scope of the Jucliciary Act of Sep-
tember 24, r78g, and established there a United States dis-
trict court, a district judge, and regular sessions of the circuit
court. Thirdl¡ an act of July 5, r79o, (Chap. XXV.),
extended over Rhode Island the Federal Census Act of
March r, r7go, and assigned to the marshal of the district
court the munificent salary of one hundred dollars for making
the enumeration. The fourth act alluded to, approved Aug-
ust r r, r7go, (Chap. XLIII.), related to the River Machine
Compan¡ which is the subject of several of the following
letters. The General Assembly had incorporated that com-
pany in Januar¡ r7go, lor the purpose of dredging the Prov-
idence River and improving its navigation, and, in order that
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stock ; at North Kingstown, Robert Eldred; at pawcatuck

River (Westerly), Thomas Brand; at Bristol, Samuel Bos-
worth; at Warren and Barrington, Samuel Miller.r 'Wash-

ington on June 14 nominated \Milliam Ellery for collector at
Newport, Robert Crooke for naval officer, Daniel Lyman for
surveyor; for Providence, Jeremiah Olney for collector,
Theodore Foster for naval officer, William Barton for sur-
veyor. These nominations were, under suspension of the
rules, confirmed the same day, that the system might go at
once into operation. A few days later, when it appeared that
Foster had been elected a senator from Rhode Island,
Ebenezer Thompson, the former collector, was made naval
ofiûcer in his place. The other surveyors nominated ìMere :

John Anthony Aborn for Pawtuxet; Job Comstock for East
Greenwich; Daniel Eldridge Updike for North Kingstown;
George Stillman for Pawcatuck River; Samuel Bosworth for
Bristol ; and Nathaniel Phillips for Warren and Barrington.
These nominations (including Thompson's) were not made
until July 2, a week after the arrival of Senators Foster and
Sianton at the seat of government. Some comparison of
these dates and names with those connected with the letters
summarized in Mr. Hunt's calendar and with the letters here
printed will make tolerably clear whatever of politics there was
in these nominations. Sufûce it to say that all of them were
immediately confirmed except that of Updike, which, at first
rr postponed for want of information," was confirmed a month
later. Aborn and Comstock declining their appointments,
Zachariah Rhodes and Thomas Arnold were appointed in
their places. F'or the judicial appointments, Henry Marchant
was made district judge, William Channing district attorney,
and \Milliam Peck marshal. Jabez Borven was made commis-
sioner of loans.2

L Acts and Resoives, May session.
2 .Ezecutìve Jouraøl o;f thz Setate, L 5r-57, See also Updike,s Mcnoirs o¡l the R.I. Bar,

pp, 89, ror..

{r

ro8 RHoDE rsL.lND HrsroRrc¿L socr¡Ty.
ton's administration as in that of president McKinley. Sev-eral of the following letters retate to the subject. A few ofthe apprications for ãfñce in Rhode irlun¿ addressed to presi-dent Washington have been printed ir, 

"., "*""ltent article on,, Offi ce_Seeking during 
J-¡/ashington b* Administratio;; ;yMr. Gaillard Hun], an official of"the Department of State.rMr. Hunt prints, for instance, 

" 
l"ti". rro_ Governor corins,whq explaining that he had giu"rr ri" Lstnrg vore for callinethe final convention and had'íost his ofûce r"î ¿åì"g .",;ï.:äto be made collecto

t,.o*, * d r ;ñ;;:l*:ïH i,îil,"#"T::*:Ïîî jîîi
federalists ancl suggesting a fisåf *;;;r persons for customsappoinrmenrs; and a tett"er 

"f J;;; Iiànry ttrarchanr to Sec-retary Hamilton respecring 
"pp"i;;;i, i,, 1793.There is so much cu.iois ïrii"r"*'rhese applications for

:l* ti W.ashington,s administration that Mr. Hunt hasprqrared a calendar of them, frorn froåt_rheets of which, ex_:i'd\* rrom A ro G, we n:ri o*r iå.än"u by his kindnessto extract the portions rerating to hnoãe Isrande¡s. Thesesummaries we print after the l."rt"r, à"ri"ed from the FosterPapers. They are. arranged in alphabetical order of thenames. We hope to be able 
"t u lui", time to print the re_maining portions of the alphabei f."_ irrr, calendar, of whichimmediate publication i, ,,ìt 

"*p"lt;, 
-..'

It may be convenient 
T"r,di¡ñ;ntmenrs actuatly madeby President Washington shodd úe named, and also the in_cumbents of the analogous ,ffi;, ;-rh" state organ izationnow superseded. A! the time when the Federal Constitutionwent into effect in Rhode frU"¿, eï"""zer Thompson wascollector of the nort of froviaencf ïfrlo¿or" Foster navalofficer, and William Trle., .;;";;;r. "it N"*porr, John

'Wanton 
was collector, Gideon Wanton naval officer, andEdward Thurston surveyor. The other surveyors were: atPawtuxet, Zachanah nrro¿es, ;;;;äreenrvich, 

Job Com_
1 Anerícøn Msløícøl Røíru¡ I. z7o-2g3.



New York June 39 t79o.

Dear Sir
I have this moment reC your letter of the 294

of may. \Me had before the very agreeable News of the Adop
tion of the Constitution by your State and I am happy to be

informed of the Probability that the State will be represented

in the Senate in a very short Time, and I hope and trust the

Persons chosen will be men of enlightened Minds and liberal

Policy. Should they be of a different Character they may

oppose an Assumption of the State Debts which to me

appears necessary to the Peace and Happiness of this Country'

The House a few Days since sent us a Resolve that the

next session of congress should be holden at Philadelphia.

previous to this a Bill had been brought into the Senate to

fix the permanent Residence of Congress' The Bill and

Resolve are both committed in the senate and the committee

will probably report to morrow or on Monday' An Effort
wilt be made to fix the permanent Residence on the Potomack'

you rvill undoubtedly wish that your State may be represented 
'when this Question is settled. if they are the Senators must

be here soon. I am Sir with Esteem and Regard yourmost
obedl Servt Cer,rn Srnonc'

fAddressed] : The Honble Theodore X'oster Esql ¡

Providence'

ADJUSTMENT INTO THE UNION.

FROM cALEs srnoì{G.l

III

1 Semtor frm Maschuetts, and aftenvard goveroor'

¡ Ar¡ act provitling for the election of senators and a repr$entatiYe to repreæDt the state in

Corgtcs *as-p.*ed "t th" Jonu Sesion of the Genenl Assembly' It provided that senators

shou'ldbechos-enbyballotbytheGenenlAssemblysittingingrandcomittee'andthatthe
representative "tout¿ 

t chosen aæording to the genenl election law of thestate' bythe

fråemen in tom-meetiugs iegally æsemblã, on the last Tuesday of the next August' At tl¡is

sme sesio¡ Theodore Foster of Providence ud Joseph Stuton of Chalstown were chosen

as senatoß. The Prøid¿rcc Gø*tte of June r9, after mentioning these elætions' says' " trfr'

Foster, we leam, proceeds for the Seat of Genenl Governnent this Day' and Mr' Stanton o¡

Monttay n*1," the zrst' They took their seets in the Senate on June z5' Sctat¿ JørøL
I. 166. The representative chosn sas Beniamin Bourne'

IIO RHODE ISLÄND HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

FROII,T THEODORE SEDGWICK.T

Nnw yom r. June rz9o.
Dear Si4

I have had the pleasure to receive your favor of2rs.t of. may,
You will now please to-accept my most cordial congratula_tions. on ,l: h"ppy result of your convention. E"ötru;

american will partake in your joy._
Permit mg sir, to suggest thl great importance of n^(nngyour State represented in Senat-e at as earþ a period asmay be. To the commercial States in general, and to your,syhi"l is peculiarly so in particular, the ïunding rhe debt, andthereby providing a medium of commerce, is immenselyimportant. It is not improbable that this consideration maybe a foundation of opposition in some parts of the unitedStates. The assumptiãn is so indispensible a part of thefunding system that I have no 

"ppråfr"rrrion that any manwho can discern the obvious interests of Rhode Island willoppose it; I shall therefore most cordially welcome youìSenators here. I am with great regard, Dear Sir
your most obedÍ Serv!

THnooonn Snnowrcr
Mr. Foster,

fAddressed] :

Theodore Foster EsqI

rovidence

R. Island

1 Theodore sedgrvíck (¡z¿6-¡&¡) wæ.a menber of Congres from Massachusetts, ild after-wrd Spealier' In the æssion of June r the senate receive¿î-**g. rr". the preident statingthathehadreceivedofrcialinfo¡mationof rheaccessi;;;;li;oää*u, scæteJntml,r.t48.

ø
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assured of your immediate and Most effectual effort to obtain
an Act of Congress for a continuance of the Tonnage formerly
granted by the Legislature of this State and to be in like
manner appropriated to Compleat the purposes of the General
Assembly in passing the aJores9 Act for incorporating the
company. The cost of the Machine far exceeded the erpecta-
tions of the companl, the expence of the materials and erect-
ing the Machine Amounts to twelve Hundred dollars and the
money collected in Virtue of the Act of Assembly previous
to our accession is only sixty dollars, the daily expende of
working the Machine is four dollars exclusive of wear and
tear.

It is needless to suggest that in the Act which Congress
may pass on the subject it will be proper that the collection
of the duty should be vested in the Collector of this District.

In behalf of the Providence River Machine
Company.

I have the Honor to be with Great
Respect and Esteem Gentlemen

Yr mo. Obedient ald very Hhb Servt

Wprcoun Anworq Presidt

fAddressed] : Honblu Jos. Stanton
and Theodore Foster Esq's

ì
I

FROM ARTHUR FENNER.T

Pnovronr¡cn lvly 17 rTga

Dear Brotl¿er. I recd your two letters with the Newspapers
and am much Obliged by the information through the Chan-
nel of your Letters and Papers. I am very sorry'that you

I Govemor of Rbode Island from 17ç to r8o5, and brother-il-las of Senator Foster.

TT2 RHoDE ISLAND HIsToRIcAL SoCIETY.

FRoM lyELcoME ARNoLD.I

Gentlemen 
pRovronucr, luly tzth tTgo

undoubtedly you have been apprised of an Act ofthe Legislar*" 
"t ::,:_atate. 

havinfsome time since passed

':ru rt:::i,I.t'"0" or the cittens or.this srate üy rhe

dering tn" niu", ffi ïï::ïå:iî"';**;n-f ;r;i:,
Generat Ass em bry con vin ced or t h e il#,: :':]l*i ili;,,._1 I :rhe objects or ií" A,,""i;; ääT#:i1iäi#i'i¿,Ton ronnage of vessers of specifieJ u"iìi""îr"î:ffiä,iåinto effect the nult^1¡es of the C;;;ry The proceedingsof the Legislature referrd to we lr"u" iir" honor herewith toenclose. By the Accession 

"i ri* ii"re ro rhe Union thecompany are depriv.ed of the benifit-tf th. t";*g_.;;;;granted by our Legistarurq Th; ;;;ir"such duties beir[-v_ested by the "o,.J,1,üoI*Hti:i,,î:ture of the United States,'". ,fr" 
""äiletion of the objects.of the aforemendo"ea a"ro.iu;r;;;;il.otutely 

necessary rothe safe navigation of this Ri"";;;j;, üo." ol¡"cts cannot beeffected wirhout a continuan." 
"f ,h;i;nnage tevied by theLegisrarure of this state, thop*t*;; rhe Machine haveinstructed me to wri

assistance in the oro," 
tou on the subject."ry ,o solicit your

r-p"d ; il,,:." öl:iif i.iÏ"å:ïift:îï:i"i:::granted them bv our Çs¡l arr"_ity -i f,"rr" to acquaint youthat the Machine is compleate¿ 
"n¿ 

,ro* actually employed indeepening the Channei ; but unless,n"';;O*y shall receivesome aid from the public, tn" ol¡""t. 
"i,i"O association willbecome entirely frus

f ,ily";";;;;Jåiiiili,""i:î'f":î.*:::::rui:l{
highly Interestins tos;ã ;;"îï: ;: li:Jîi",;,:.,i;Ij1ï'îïi.:tî ïî:",1 &

--;;;+olrthe 
River Machiue company.
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Appointment of our worthy Friend Thompson has given

some of the Minority (I mean those who used to run goods)

a Violent Shock. They are disappointed. if Peck had been

appointed in my Oppinion the Revenue would not have been

worth to Congress so much as it is now by thousands of
Dollars. The appointment is a perfect Check upon their
desig;s and has put them out more than any thing that has

taken place. I am so much unwell that I cannot attend half
my time to my Buisiness. I am in hopes of getting beter so

that I can secure your Election. my efforts shall not be want-
ing but it is a Lottery almost you know, but I have hereto-

fore been rather fortunate than otherways in those Lotteries.
Please to give my love to your worthy Colleague and inform
him, I recd his Letter and shall answer it as soon as I have

any thing that I can communicate. I have nothing now but
what I have communicated to you which you can communicate

to him or that of it \r'hich you please. he wished to know how
we were going on in the Representative way.

Your Family, Mine and all our Friends are well. You
must excuse this broken letter as I have not time to enter
into a proper Chain of the Business I wish to communicate,

have therefore only given hints. I shall in my next perhaps

attend to the substance 
o.. FnNNBn.

P. S. This was my Rough draught but the Post is wait-
ing therefore I cannot copy it. excuse imperfections

A. F.

FROM ARTHUR FENNER.

Pnovronncn !úy 17 rTgo

Dear Brotl¿er-I had made a rough draft of a short letter to
you before I recd yours of the I4!h the post left providence

before I finished it. you will see by that my sentiments

*

ïr4 RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

lvas so unfortunate in the Lottetvr holvever I shall exert my
little influence to get you re-elected. it is said that J. ]Hu"urâ
has a mind to try again. it will be in vain in my opini,on. youl.
chance I think to be good. The Representaiivã is not iulry
settled yet. Holden, comstocrc and Arnorcr are talked of by
the Majority. I am informed that J Bowen intends to try
his Luck. The Nervport Gentlemen say they have no pe.soí
in View to serve in. that Capacity. if that is really so there
will be no difficulty in getting in one of the Maioritv, And, in
my opinion, J. Comstock stands the foremosi or-in o,á",
rvords the most likely to succeed P

Túe Congress is looked upon generally as the minority
looked upon our generaf Assembly. 

- 
you will see by 

"orn" 
of

the Boston and Connecticut papeis that theyare urr"ory. The
removeal from New york is considered here as a partial and
ungrateful Act such as [a] Body like Congress ought Not toknow. You mentioned in your letter that you intended to
lay a plan before the Senate respecting the public Debt inwhich you expected consideraUte s.rf,port. permit me tocaution you respecting the matter. äe motions made are .generally known by whom made. let your plan be such aswill have a tendency to lessen the Value of the public Sure_
ties and it will answer, but even if it wil have that effect inthe End, and at the first View it appears to Establish them,it rvill render you unpopular. yorr must be very Cautioushow you proceed. if you could be the means of givìng the
secureties an Irish Hoist it rvill help you in yorrr rã_a""iio.r.f never see the Minority ,o ,rr.r"h óast down as they now
appear to be. They are very complesant and Freg wish'to Çall party a side &c &c. you know lfr"- _ be you not deceivedby them if they should correspond with you by Letter. The

r When Foster and Stanton d¡ew lots for the terms of ttvo, four and six yas by mans ofwhich the constitutional rotation in,n"-s*"i.t*"'ï;;, ilil; o*" the four-yar term and¡'oster the two-year tem, rvhich expired nt*"f, i, ,rqrl-"' "'-"'"''
2 Benjamin Bourne rvas chosen,
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This letter you must also excuse. it is Wrote as fast as I
can talk almost and have not time to copy it -your Brother

A. Fnl¡Nrn.

[Addressed]: Honbr Theo Foster Esq

New York.

[Endorsed] Letter from Governor Fenner Dated luly tTrI
r7go. Recd from the Post Offiðe Saturday Even-
ing July 24t! r7go, Delivered to Me by the
Honorable Abiel Foster Esq.

FROM EBENEZER THOMPSON.T

Pnovrnrncn, lvly rZ, r\go.
Dear Sir

My last was by the post which hope is safe to hand,
Since which have had the pleasure of perusing your last letter
to the Governor. I cannot see the propriety of the Senates
apportionment of the several sums to be assum,d of the State
Debts. Massachusetts they say shall be 4,ooo,ooo Dollars. in
the same proportion Rhode Island should be 5oqooo. New
Yorkis r,6oqooo Dollars andbythe bestaccount theydonot
at present owe half the sum, and I understand Maryland is in
the same predicament. most of the other States except Rhode
Island is apportioned nearþ in proportion to former requisi-
tions of the Old congress. I have not had any opportunity
to talk in particular of this matter with the governor: but I
think in case the State Debts are assum,cl in whole or in
part by the General Government, which I hope will not be
done, it will be most prudent to Insist that this State shall
be put nearly on the same footing with regard to the money

1 Naøl offcer (formerly collætor) of Providence, and recently elected president of the
. town council (Go*ltê of June rz).

I

It6 RHoDE TSLAND HlsroRrc¡L socrETy.

respecting the Motion you mention. I have inclosed thatletter for want of time to Copy it. your letter oi tfre r-ficontains mattêrs of Consequence too great to answer immedi_atù' you are sensibre of the situation of this state or iiePeople. The assumption will alarm them very much and howfar it will do for you to proceed in that matter I am at presentat a Loss. your standing requires great caution. ii i, rnyopinion at present that you fraã Uettei *"rr" 
"lr"ry 

matter thatcan be waved and r
rhe srate ,, *J:: äiJi:î:î:i;ff:Ji:,iî:"iïïi
rnterest of the state if the Assumftio.ti. finalry carried forthe State to take a share in the rnu,i", 

"* 
most certainly we

:ldt- lry our proportion of the other State demands out ofthe Monies arising from our n"rr"rru"icet., but as long asyou can postpone the matter do it by all means. I shall takeoppertunities to consult our Friends in the Country and com-municate to you their sentiments as ,o* 
"* 

possible. Thisis post morning and r cannot write fou úut 
" 

,t ort sketch ofmy mind. I recd vour letter on sunday evening and haveO"î.:o much engajea h -y-r"r^.i"ST'u,.,n"r, thar I couldnot attend to write you fully but wiilättend tothe subject ofyour Ietter and give you an Answer fulÇ as soon as r haveconsulted Friends.
f want you to write a few lines to some of our country

Iti"l-9r - among the ¡est to Ray Sands of new Shoreham.it wilt ptease him. he intends to ú";;;;"ry the nexr choice.rf seem at present strong in the paìtn tn"t you will bere-elected but as I mentioneá in my other Ìetter here inclosedit is a Lortery. perhaps you wili ;;-;"r" rimely. if youcome home before the Sitting of the Alsembly it may helpsome. r suppose the choice carr be had or made at septem_

ï 
t*".rs andperhaps it may ¡e trre iert tornuL"lñ;ä_

,u"j.]" 
,n" Genenl Assembly of r7ç aud also of r79r New Shorehm was represented by./a¿r,

c
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Interest of this State. It is in This. I observe in the N York
papers is Mentioned the Report of a Comi" of the Sennett
for the Sum each State is to have Assum'd of there Debts
Sum of which seems more and Sum less Thafn] what will be
There due proportions of Debts. What method that Comtu
went upon is yet Unknown here without You have Wrote the
reason to sum of your friends which have not Communicated
it. I am well acquainted with your Situation as to the
Assumption, but You must Note that I go upon the Supposi-
tion that the assumption zaill take place at all events and
Tho' You may Consider Yourself Oblig'l to Oppose it in
every Stage Nevertheless this State who will probably pay by
Impost &c at least as much, and I doubt not but more than
her proportion into the Publick Chest and it was well known
by the former Congress that this State Loand more money to
Congress than Any State in the Union and had kept up there
full Quota and \Mill be found to have advanc'd the full pro-
porl According to there Bigness. This I have Often and
very lately been told by Our Members of the former Con-
gress has ben publickly Asserted on the floor of Congress
and Could not be denied. but suppose we had done but little
or Nothing as wàs the case of Sum States why should not this
State have her full proportion of the Sum Assum'd, as'We
rnust and Shall raise \¡¡ithin this State Our proportion of .the
Millions that Other States will have Assum'd. This is a
Matter that does not Affect my Interest any farther than as

a single Member that Might Suffer In proportion of What
The State may Suffer by not havF our propor? with Other
States, As the Overplus Sum That may not be subscribed for
is to be paid into the State Treasury, and There to draw.
Interest till the State Audl" are Settled with Congress, for
we are morrally Sure this State will have a Grait Balance
due to her, therefore as it may be a length of Time, If ever,
before those State AccoF are all clos'd, it is \Mell known that
those who have Carried in there Secureties and taken the

r r8 RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY,

Your most Obdj Humr. Servant

Ennrsnz} Tnoupsow

[Addressed] : Honbr.ç Theodore Foster Esquire

New York

that may be loaned from its inhabitants holding State
Evidences as Massachusetts and the other States (ñew
Hampshire an exception) which wil make our state fulr
50o,ooo Dollars. but in any instance it will bevery impolitic
for our Senators to Vote for the assumption : on the 

"orrtr"ryto oppose it in all its Stages. from what principles the com_
mitte of Senate apportioned to our State only zoo,ooo Dol_
lars, f cannot Devine nor do I see what led them to the
particular sums as express'd in the report. it co.uld not be
from Estimate of the Debt due from each State to individualsif so Conneticutt and some other States would t a.re\Uee'
much larger sums. Since writing the above I have had. some
conversation with the governor and his Sentiments on the
aforegoing appeared to be nearly Similar with my own

f am Dear Sir with Sentiments of high
Regard and Esteem

FROM NICHOLAS BROWN.

pnovro : - Late Munday Night, the z6th
Deør Sir of. JuIy r7go.

As You was so friendly as to Mention to me before you
Went from this Town that you Should be glad to here from
your Old Friend Occationally I now take pen in hand Just to
shew You my Opinion in Sum late proceedings of Congress,
which if not Attended to may prove Injurious to your Þoili"l
tical charractor here by way of Neglect or Inattention to the
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not Ruinous, not to have Liberty from Congress to Collect
moneys from the Navigation to support the working of it to
Clear out the Channel according to Its Intention. it is Now
all done ready to begin in the Crook, but want of funds pre-

vents. we hope You Will Attend to this Matter and get it
done before Congress Rises. We Consider this as an Inter-
esting Matter to the Publick as it will graitly tend to Increase
the Trade of this State and Consequently will Increase the
Publick Revenue.

Sum Other Things Should have mention'd but Time will
not permit. My compliments to MI Stanton, and beleave me

Most Sincetely Your very esteem'd
Humþl Servt

Nrcnot Bnoww

[Addressed] : Theadore Foster Esqr.

FROM EBENEZER THOMPSON.

PnovrnnNcn, J:uly z7ú r7go,-
Dear Sir

The inclosed letters have been wrote some days but
no oppertunity offering you will receive them herewith.

Our holders of Publick Securityes of this State's.have for
sum days past been Clarnmerous about the Congress not
having Assumed our proportion of the State debt. they say

that if the states Debts are assumed our Senetors aught to
Exart themselves in order to get as large a preportion as

possable. in case the Assumtion cannot be avoided I think
it best to have our full proportion. Our State in the time of
the War maid as great or grater Exartions then aney in the
Union and Our Advances will appear to be larger then aney

when Ever our State Acct is settled. I can sea no reason

why we should not have our full preportion. By all neanes

120 RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

paper mo.T When it was part of the Time as much as r J for
r, IJnder par, those persons, Generall¡ that Now nolã tne
Goverment, will Not long sit and see those who Uniformly
refused giving Up there Securities for the paper Money anâ
rn consequence of the Assumption receive the Interest of trr"
Same and principle Secur'd, But will most Certainly have
those payments Liquidated according to the Value of tn"
pap"' When rec{ towards S* Notes. This has you.know ben
don for the Invalleads, and will doubtless be Adjustèd accord-
ingl¡.as it is not to be suppos'd But people in power will do
as well for themselves as for the rnvalleads and rhose who
have Complain'd agit The Laws for forfitting there Secureties,
as honestmen Can but Joyn the Majority in doing Justice to
the Widow orphans &c so as to give those an equal Chance
That Others have by the funding or assuming deb,ts. But in
this Case where is the Means that is Necessary to pay offf]
Such Demands if we get no more of the assumption thàn
what will be Subscribd for; for Those Others who may have
there Notes Consollidated, There will be Nothing to pay them
with till the State receives it in a Barç from the union. will
not this Cause grait Complaints Agt Those who tamely Sit .

Still and forget (as may be said) there own States, ztl¿o haae
ara eøqztøl rig'ltt to tltere fult proporrio,. I am told this State
is graitly in Debt more than the Assum'cl sum for this state,
even on the Supposition, that all the Notes taken in for paper
moY. r,vill ever remain as Dischargd. This is a mattei that
will be as much Ag* my Interest as My proportion of all those
Secureties or other clebts that may be so Setled, but as An
Honest Man and Your friend I mention this matter. I find
the people Uneasy at puting the Interest so low and espes_
cially the Indents, and I think pubrick credit wilr not be fuily
established by the doings of Congress according as we herl
they wiil most likely agree to pay there Debts Contracted in
the War. In a late meeting of the muclcl massheen Cômpany i
it was taikecl over as Exceeding Injurous to said Compt i
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it will add to the many obliptions I am alread under to you

and as it is probable that the Sistem of the Excise may make

it necessary to have a Number of Under ofHcers in Subbordi-

nation it may put in my power to help our Friend Tylor
which I should Wish to Do if in my power. I must say that
I have never Experienced anything in him but what has been

manly and in Charracter. please to present my most respect-

ful Compliments to Genl Stanton and believe me at all times
to be with sincerety 

-Your Friend and obd Humble Servt

Enn¡¡. Tuoupsor.r.

fAddressed] r 1¡onbre Theodore Foster EsqT

Member of Congress

New-York

[Endorsed] : Letter from Ebenezer Thompson Esq. Dated

J',sly gr:r r79o. Recl by the Hand of Capt John Tillinghast
in the Lobby of the Senate Chamber in New York Monday
August gù t¡go.

FROM ARTHUR FENNER.

Pnovlonncn 3r"t July 90.
Dear Brotl¿er'

I recd your letter of the z4tÞ Yesterday I
anr much obliged by the information I thereby re{ The
assuñtion of twenty one Millions of Dollars is not under-
stood by any of us. Some suppose it to be the whole that is
intended to be assumed of the State Debts and of those are
N Brown J. Bowen &c &c- They complain very much at our
2oo,ooo Dollars and say that our proportion is Double that
aml and we shall loose the remaiþ]ng part or sum and seem

very willing to blame the Senators. I give them my Opinion
in this way. That the twenty one Millions is supposed by
Congress to be the amotrnt of the demands the States may

FROM EBENEZER THOMPSON.

Dear Sir 
pnovronl¡cn 

July y rTgo

My last was by Capt Curry which hope by this time isto hand, since which,there has 
"otii"g ã""urd of any meterialconsiquence within the timits of our C-ir"i" this way.The speculators in our State furra" 

"fp""r to be disturbedat congress not having Assumed 
" t".g", proportion of ourState Debts. they Uige that ou, S.rr"ior. should have been

:Ti: for..a tal8er Sum. I rhink rheir comptainr is norh_rng more than parlementtearing and to try if. possable tostrengthen themselves in ordeito get in a senator of theirown kidne¡ but in this 
_I think trr"! -rrt r"il. however iftheir should happen to_ be any oppoíu'if I would advise rohave the Sum increase¿ 
". -í"fr'a, p"ir";1" as no injury canarise to the State on that Score.

The Govenor has just 
-Shewn 

me your letter to him byGodfrey. if their sl:utd be an 
"OJrir"ny to accomplishwhat you hint at, wirh regard t" ;;; îm." of the Excisewithout giving up the Na"al Office rr;"ñ ru" ii.rã;"J,

f22 RHODE ISLAND HISToRICAL socIETY.

keep back the Assumtion if possable to the End of this Con_gress which terminates in march and it will never b";;îafterwards. if the Assumtion takes place the Duties mustbe increased so much that their will # great fear of Clamourfrom the marcantile fnterest.

f am D, Sir in haest

Your most obd Humb Servt

Esnxnz THoirpso¡r

[Addressed]: HonbJu Theodore Foster Esquire
New York
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I have heared but little said respecting our representative,

but suppose Job to stand as fair as any one. You must

excuse this letter also for I have no time to correct or Copy

the boat being ready to Sail and I had not timely informa-

tion. my health is bad. my Daughter Sally very poorly.

the rest Well
'With esteem from your Friend

A Fnr.INnn.

P. S. It is to be understood that if Judge Thompson gets

the appointment he is to hold the Naval Office also. Remem-

ber John Wanton of Newport. give my kind love to M'
Stanton and he must receive this letter in part with you I not

having time to Write to both. 
A. F.

[Endorsed] : - 
(' Letter from His Excellency Arthur. Fenner

Esq Governor of the State of Rhode Island and Providence

Plantations Dated July 3ttt AD. r79o
Recg by the Hand of Capt. John Tillinghast in the Lobby of

the Senate Chamber at New York Monday about One
o Clock P M. August grh r7go"

FRoM wILLIAIT rvlEn.l
Pnovronncn Aug! z"! rTgo

I{onorable and Dear Friend
I had the Honour of Paruseing

your last Letter to His Excellency Our Govenor, as well as

all your former Letter to him and Judge Thompson, and

should have wrote to you before this, could I have given you

any more inteligence concerning matters &c &c than you

Rec{ in their Several Answers, as you well know our senti-

ments Unite upon the true Republican Principles.

1 Suneyor of the ¡nrt of Providence under the late govemment.

r24 RHODE ISLAND HIsToRIcAL socIElY.

have agst the united states after deducting the several sumsrecd byparticular states heretofore that afier thesettlemenìswith the several States that State which is fourra ìo;;l;Advance or has demands more than their proportt"r;i;;
s,m assumed must have credit therefor. 

^fnat 
tt e ;;";;;why rhis State had nor irs full proportion or ¡r¡r¡rii fii ä,was on Account of the large sums-of Mony iti, SruìJåäin the time of Wâr. Theylo not seem to be willing to agïeewith me. it seems thSl wlnt to comflai., of your Conduct.wherher r am righr or they is for you tä inform ;L'1trrãi iï"y

|*nr.."-r 
good a fighr^ as I can) whích I beg you to do as soon asPossible and let me inro tne ínole pi* 

"rra 
if you èàn get alarger sum added qelhars it may ;;-;" disaclvantage espe-cially if they are right ànd I "-;ro;g, bur I cannot rhinkthey are right for what means ,fr. Àrru_ption is it takingonly part of the Debt, consider the 

"*torion it would makein the several states among the state creditors one to receiveall a¡rd the other nothing.

. 1."* exceeding Anxious that you should exert yourselfin the appointment of the Excise offi""rr., if you canget Judge Thompson appointed he can make such underappointments we think Èest. ,""t io him I beg you tôremember W- Tyler Esq. who stands in need of help. youare sensihle he is qualified and I believe must do as well as
Jvhel 

emnloyed by the_ State. ü 
""y urra"r appts are madeby Congress Rëmber Z Rhodes alfre¿ Ãrrof¿. The Countryare so much engaged that I have not seen any of the leadingmen to converse with them but shall attend to what I thinknecessary for your Interest. dont delay Writing t" th;;;;;mention and if you know any in the óounty of Bristol andNewport think of them. Mi Stanton can inform you of the

.*"_*-l County. I think you had ¡"u"r'W¡,e a short letterto Jonathan Gorton and Giãeon ArnotJ bot¡r of Warwick.--;;;;"tiotrs_to 
the ofrces u¡der the new excíse law wer79r. Then John S. Dexter *^" ";;i:-:-'"^::" :"i* ¡aw were Dot submitted till Ma¡ch 4,stoa.uà"í.-'¿,"")î¡ï'j),::;,"î;it;:":ï:rlî',1""u as superisor ro. .r," ¿i"llilo'i

rt
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Sir Perhaps you have not heard who is in Nomination for
a Federal Representative to Congress Job Comstock Esq'

is Much in Vouge in our Party, it Mortifies the Great Brige

to the Soul, which Spurs us on and from the best information

I can gett frorn Different Quarters of the State, he will
Succeed,

Sir Please to give My Best Respects to Genl Stanton and

beg his Àssistance in any Appointment you Shall think
Proper to ask for Me f saw M'" Foster and Dotia r yesterday

'iand they were very well but want to see you very Much

I Remain Sir with the Greatest Esteem your friend and

most Obedient and HumJ Servt
W- Tyr-nn

FROM OBADIAH BROWN.

PnovrnuNcB, zd August, rTgo;
Tlzeodore Foster Esg,

Sir
I am requested by the River Machine

Company of this Town, to advise you of the unprosperous

State of our Affairs, and to solicit the FavI of your Attention,
in procuring us the Earliest releif from the Congrqsb of the

United States.

You well know, that a Number of the Merchants of this

Town, finding that the River Shoaled perceivably every year

or two; and that it had been several feet deeper within the

memory of man than at present; procured a Charter from

the Legislature of this State, incorporating them into a Body

politic, for the purpose of deepning the River: and were

allowed by them a Revenue of two Cents S Ton, for all Ves-

sels entering the harbour, of Sixty Tons and above.

The Company after advancing a Considerable Sum, in pro-

curing the Machine and Scow to be Built, find that from

r Theodosia, Senator Foster's daughter, who aftemard manied Stephen Tillirghast'

tz6 RHODE TSLAND HrsroRrcAl socrETy.

r have the Hapiness to inform you that r have conversedwith many Leacling C"*i"tor;-;;rr;;
re_Erectioi * " s"L,o. *h;,-;;';å åü i";: ,rr"$t:î"!:î:fectty Satisfyed, an1 

"oor""J;;irïorr¿,r"t, and witl Exerr
:i:-"t-fåt:rt:i'rnirest' Ji;;'' vou remain a rriend ro
oppiniöly*i.J,""',j:"îiö:f ;"i:i;'"":;;:,::f;fôe sure. you may p?*o "i Ër*y'"xertion in My power
l: l:"r f3vour, and r shatr il;r;;;í"in your first aoo.irr;:-:i ^nxrous to succeed as r was
Might. -"ointmènt, so that you may Depend ;; *,

ï Observed vou Mentioned in your last L_etter to HisExceltenc¡ ,. ñow ,h"- Ä.rrprt"íïo taken placq rherewould be an Excise and of C"** i"''several Vacancies forAppoinrments and ir wourd b;;;;;r';i"",'i:ï1ïï t":
his frie[n]dr.; 

*; 
inctude myseti in ,nl]*"t 

to serve any of
you do ãtso, an¿ h;;"';,1ï:ï _':,'nut number, and hope
i"st rri".,Jq'rär"oo" you think at least r am one "f ;;;;

;*¿ir j;*ili:'r.Tïï::å""Tï':î'i:,"'i"{iif,:
tt4{ il;ä''*ä ryiiJ-Iï#,i" lffix, :"#
åT:iåj;i iî:y",,: * "'i"u'i;#i *u ,à.u," ;;;;
.:ï"F"""#;.Hiitr"îjåi,îï"lf¿ ä:"1äJ".,ï etro11 Govi Bowen to the presid""r, &";:
," *:lîJ*,3;l be kind ;;;;À;åxerr your serr harr
and sh¿r il;;i,i;:;jå:iJï:ijäïe, rhat r rìave

Sir youl pardon

".""ï:i":riffi;ry,iiå:]iÏ::'#å:iiîlí;Jåï,î:,:
åir"iJ:,a"iledge,2 

and busines. M;ïrrer rhan when you

-";*";x*î*îihïi:r*.*{"*uH1,:i:å:ä"'å:ïr"g"u,,,,.,ime;nordid

l"

{
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Their Letter to you' and your Colleague, inclosing an official

Copy of their Charter ; they had not much doubt was received'

A lin" from you, or even an Intimation through some of

your Friends, would greatly oblige'
' Yorrr Early attention to this Affair, will greatly increase

the Regard of the members of the River Machine Company'

by whose Order, and in their Behalf : -
I have the Honor to be,

5lr'
Your most obdt,

verY huml Sert,

Oneor¡n Bnolvt't,

S"õl to the ComPanY

Appr-rc¡rroNs FoR Fnorner- Onntcr, 1789-1796'

Arlnx, Peur- (Captain). Providence, June t2, r79o'

Recommended for appointment as naval officer of the port of

Providence by Samuel Nightingale, John D' Torrance' Nicho-

las Power, and John Spurr. He supplied the army with

stores during the war and lost his property in consequence'

- 
Providence, June 18, t7go. Applies for appointment

as naval officer of Providence. He was naster of the second

vessel bringing warlike stores into Providence, 'and furnished

, rations and ammunition'

- 
Pvsvidence, FebrttarY t4' r79r Recommended for

appointment as a revenue officer by Jabez Bowen' Enos

tìitchcock, John Brown, and others' He is well qualified'

and was a friend of the Revolution and the new constitution.

Ar-rnx, Wrr-r-reu. Providence, June iro, r79o' Applies

for appointment as surveyor of customs for the port of Provi-

dence. He served through the war'

.\
tz8 RHoDE TsLAND HrsroRrcAl socrnTy.

their otherwise agreeabJe situation in the union, their whoredesign lays dormanr, 
-"i1 Tur:.b" intir;ly frustrated ,unless

S,îflï, 
do Confirm their Charr"r, oigr"r,t thefm] one

There are now three horses Subsisted at the Companiesexpence.
The Machine an! 

.fcow now lay ldle in this very wormvRiver, while this and the month f"lí.;g, are the Extent ofthe Season for Working: the whoie- ïail Season afterwardsbeing generally too boisterous. IThe Company were in hopes of having a Number more ofSubscribers, but the pr"r".r, Si"r"î our affairs, as it hasalready abated the Á.idency 
"t tfr" nrrt

continues put 
"r, 

Èm"ctual'Bar ;rd;;ir""T:ïä" ilÏiJof shares in the compan¡ 
""d 

;i ¿;;.se to the rncrease of
:::* 

which is much *"r,i"a p*riiJ"'rry for Building more

These, 
"rrå 

rnoru llconveniencies we suffer, wholly for thewant of a Confirmation of the R"u.nu" Ly Co.rgr"r..You are a\vare thar all l"rg" V";;;; lre obliged to unloadpart of their Cargo at the Croolç which jn the lcy Season isdangerous : the Scows sometimes taking in \À/ater to theDamage of the Goods, und ,om"tirrr". îIrU"* with the wtrbleproperty on Board.
That there are a greater Number of Vessels belonging tothis port, than belong to New york.
And that it is a nlace of more Navigation than any of itsSize in the Union.
Perhaps it need not be mentioned to you, that this port willprobably afford a greater Revenue túan this whole State 

_

besides, and it is realþ no Chimera, i*,"a ,t" Exertions of ArtExcepted the time is iast 
"pp-u.ni.,g-;;"" providence canbe a port no longer. -'----"õ

The companywhen met this afternoon, was very d.rirou, É
of hearing whar was donq and *t,"i ii-*s likeþ might bedone for their Assistance.
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- 
Providence, June 15, r7go. Recommended for an

office' by Brown a¡rd Francis. He would have been elected
Senator, except that there was a decided majority of ,, the
Anties " in the assembly.

- 
Providence, June tg, t7go. Recommends for office of

district judge Governor Bradford or Mr. Marchant. Recites
that the appointment of either is desired by the Federalists;
they are good Whigs and flrm for the establishment of the
federal government. Recommends Benjamin Bourne for
office of district attorney ând John S. Dexter for marshal;
states that he sends these names because Governor Fenner
and his friends are sending on names of candidates who will
not be proper persons for office, their conduct having been
uniformly oppoSed to the general government.

- 
(No date.) Reports on candidates for office in Rhode

Island. Judiciary: \Milliam Bradford, latelieutenant-gover-
nor of the state, a rilarm friend of the general government;
David Howell, has been a member of Congress, but is not
considered a uniform steady character; Henry Marchant, a
judge previous to the late system of politics, a meinber of
Congress, and a uniform friend of the general government;
William Eller¡ a judge before the late system of paper money,

a supporter of the general government; William Channing,
âttorney-general previous to the paper money system, has

been a member of the general assembly from Newport; Col.

\Milliam Peck, served in the late war, part of the time in the
family of General Sullivan, would make a good marshal, has

suffered much from the war and politics of the State. The
present judges are not known to Mr. Bowen, except Chief

Judge West, a man of infamous character; is informed his

associates are but little better. Revenue: E. Thompson,
collector of Providence, a friend of the late measures of the
state, is not agreeable to the people of Providence; Th.
Foster, the present naval officer, has the reputation of being
an intriguing man, and is much opposed to the general govern-

I3o RHoDE ISLAND HISTORIC..IL socIETY.

A¡¡o¡,¡ylrous. providencg March
ror appoinrm".,i u, couecror in Rhode ;?r;1? Apptication

,rå"üi"yJi'H,"";:o"î,:åj"'.::y ?, y sg. Ap.
The wounds he received in the t"-t:i]:-" 

at Providence'

business pursuits; refers to Dr. ¡n*.1_tl*facitate 
him for

of the letter to the presiden,. 
_. -.^*..rrng, who is the bearer

Bounnn' u"YT]*' 
. 
Newgorr, Jtne t3, .r7gg. Recorn_mended for appointment 
". ¡uag" åt",r," w*;;,ä;;by Nichoras Bowen (Brown Ð';iãii;* others, as a commit_tee of the proprietors of the ôiiã ðö""y.

- 
providence,.June,S, ,Zno. nî",

iî:,:'"îr.",ïeyrothea;,,áái""*iiäi..Í,irjïiåî:i

- 
Nervport, December 9, 1293. Henry Marchant recites

:1":,t, 
was.thought ut nr.i'f,.,ítîrl¿ ifor the United S"rares for rhe ¿lrirì", "rrå;:f:\ïiliïïimay not be rvillins,to Jeave-CongrãrJ' 

l,,private and confi_dential', to Alexander Hamilton.)] 
---

-'- Providencs 
l:0,:."-.0"., lJ, ,79a. Recommended for

år"r_":i*î:;ï*.""t juds.e or '{r,ìa" 
rsrand by Jabez

Bownn, rrnnz j**î";;.:"T::ï;.""0,; 
"::: 

-
,"f ä;l jl ïåî#. 

ne*poit H,;",;ïver Bowen. Rerers
correremia;öö';",î:ilj:,:1,ff 

î-,:,":,L"1îmniiïcot. Wlriam peck for_sor" ;il";;; wiiliam Tyter forsearcher of the port of provi¿ence. 
v, q¡¡q

- 
Providence, 

June t4, t7go. Recommended for appoint-
äiï"äo"iiïïffi* or roáns t; ñ;;" rsrand ry_¡orrn

äätäff:,i"ä,üi;o#1iåïT:":i.,iï:îi:#",:¿#,
IPrinted,in Azuricø¿ ltístoraøI Rcuìeu, L zgr, zgz.
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- 
New York, June 2r, t7go. Renews application.

- 
New York, June 29, r7go. Applies for appointment

as marshal. Owing to the jealousy between Providence and

Newport, his appointment from East Greenwich would be

satisfactory.

- 
Newport, R. I., June r, r7go. Recommended for

appoir,tment in the revenue department at Newport by William
Bradford, William lGreene, Jabez Bowen, and others. His
zeal in the cause of independence and his services in induc-
ing an accession to the Constitution entitle him to the office.

- 
Philadelphia, February t2, r7gÍ. Applies for appoint-

ment as inspector of excise in Rhode Island. Refers to his
previous applications.

Cnoorn, Ronnnr. Newport, Jwre 3, r7go. Applies for
appointment as collector of impost or naval officer of Newport.
He was appointed collector for county of Newport in 1783
and continued in that office till 1787,w]nen he was removed

because of the emission of paper money and the opposition
to the new Constitution.

- 
Ne\4/port, May 24, r7go. Thomas G. Hazard, John

Cook, Jabez Brown, and'William Bradford, of Newport, and

Henry Ward, nolary public at Providencq certify to the same

effect.

Drxrnn, Jonn Srncnn. Providencg June r 5, r7go.
Recommended for appointment as marshal of the Rhode
Isla¡rd district by Brown and Francis, and six others. He
was a mâjor and assistant to the adjutant-general in the Con-
tinental Army.

- 
Philadelphia, March 2, r7gr. Recommended by Ben-

jamin Bowen (Bourne ?) for appointment as collector of the
additional duties on spirits in Rhode Island. His appoint-
ment would give general satisfaction.

10
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ment; Mr. Tyler, present surveyor of providencg is spolçen
of as not standing very high for integrity.

Cenrrn, Jonr.r. providence, February 22, r|go. Applies
for appointment as naval officer of the districi. H" Ë;;;
postmaster, but owing to the dearth of coin has lost rnorr"y on
account of his position; he was a typographer in his y;"th;
under Franklin, and is now a printer, but his Anti_Federaí
competitor has received some of his business

CneNnrivc, Wer.rnn. philadelphia, Mar. 6, t7go. Re_

-colmended 
for appointment as collector at Newpórt, R. f.,by Joseph Anthony. He is vouched for by George Ci¡¡*, 

"strong Federalist.

- 
Newport, June rg, r7go. Recommended for appoint_

ment in the customs by his brother, William Channing:
CorrrNs, Jonry Newport, May 24, r1go. Applies,for

appointment as collector for the iort ãf Newport. 
'H"'h",

favored the Constitution and caused the appointment of a
convention to adopt it, and since then tas ¡ãen deprived of
every public trust and.emolument.r

Conrrrrr-r-, G¡oncn. portsmouth, R. I. (no date.). .A.pplies.
for appointment in the customs service. He served in the
army during the French and Indian war.
-- November5, r289. Renewsapprication. If thestatedoes
not accede to the constitution he wil move to Massachusetts.

- 
July r, r.Zgo. Renews application in a long petition.

- 
August r, r|go. Renews application. Will accept

any place.

Cnanv, ARcHrnaro. State of Rhode Island, February z,r7go. Applies for appointment in the collection of tnárevenue. He was in either the military or civil service fromthe beginning to the end of the late war and up to 17g6,
since which date the proceedings in Rhode Island have been
disgraceful and injurious to many individuals.

1 Printed in Aflerícqt Í!ísttícol Revim,I. z7g,lz8o,
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Colonel Lyman, respectable; Walter Channing, a good Fed-

eralist, much respected; Governor Bradford; Mr' Marchant

may well be employed in the judiciary; Mr. Ellery would

give satisfaction in the revenue department'

Fosrnn, TnBooonn' Providence, R. I., February I8,

r7go. Applies for continuance in ofñce as naval officer of

the district of Providence. He now holds the'office under

state appointment, is a friend of the new Constitution, and

served in the state assembly during the war' Recommends,

also, Ebenezer Thompson for collector and William Tyler for

surveyor. Both are competent, but belong to the party

opposed to the adoption of the Constitution'

SIR THOMAS URSUHART AND ROGER

WILLIAMS.

Iu the Nation of June 7' rgoo, Mr. Albert Matthews of

Boston points out a passage relating to Roger Williams which

has perhaps escaped attention hitherto. It is from the

epilogue to Logopøndecteision, or an rntrodctctiotc to the uni-

irrtit Lønguage,published in 1653, by Sir Thomas Urquhart,

the learned, fantastic and eccentric translator of Rabelais.

Urquhart, captured with other royalist Scotsmen at the battle

of Worcester, September 3, t65I, was imprisoned in\Mindsor

Castle, but in the ,next July was permitted to go to Scotland

on parole. \Milliams was in England in 165z and 1653' We

print the passage, characteristic of both men; the service to

*lri.t it alludes probably had reference to Urquhart's release.

It is givên as from Urquhart's WrÞs, Maitland Club edition'

pp. 4o8-4o9.

" The enumeration of these aforesaid courtesies will not

permit me to forget my thankfulness to that reverend preacher,

Mr. Roger Williams of Providence in New England, for the
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Erçnnv, Wrrrr¡.u. New York, June t4, t7go. Recom-
mended for appointment as commissioner of loans, district
jrdge, or collector of the port of Newport, R. I., by Abièl
Foster and Benj. Huntington

- 
Newport, R. f., December 16, r7g3. Recommends

Ray Greene for district attorney in preference to Mr. Howell
or Mr. Barnes. (To Alexander Hamilton.)

Færy Wnrrau. Newport, R. I., January rB, r7go. Ap-
plies for appointment as surveyor of customs for port of New-
port. He entered the service as captain in 1775 in Col.
Thomas Church's regiment ; in t/76, in Colonel Hitchcock's ;
in, t777, in Col. Israel Angell's, and resigned January r, r78r.
Refers to Colonel Sherburne and Colonel Olney.

- 
May 29, r¡go. Renews application.

Frrnr, Royer. New York, June t4, r7go. Writes to
Alexander Hamilton relative to Rhode Island appointments.
Knows little of Mr. Littlefield; Edward Thurston has been
opposed to the government during and since the war ; Colonel
Barton has much influence in Providence. Gives list of sur-
veyors: Saml. Aborn, for Pawtuxet ; William Arnold, Sr.,.
for Greenwich; Manuel Casq for Wickford, North Kings-
town; 'Walter White, Pawcatuck River; Jos. Whitmarsh,
'Warren; Shearjashub Bourne, Bristol. An unsigndl memo-
randum among his recommendations gives: Colonel Olne¡
universally popular; Mr. Thomson, honest, but crabbed and
and unpopular; Mr. Foster, an intriguing man of great
weight, thought to have been bought by Antifederalists, very
popular in Providence, and his appointment would greatly
please the paper-money people; Mr. Tyler, indifferently 

_
spoken of ; Colonel Barton, popular among the lower class of
people; Colonel Pefth, stands high at Newport ; Mr. Crooke
is much respected; Colonel Sherburne, good, except where
money is concerned; Dr. Oliphant, an old inactive man ;



-lhe prouidence St¿ndø1t Jou.rnøI of June r7' r9oo, con-

tained an article of several columns, with illustrations, on the

nfroa" Island Historical Society and its cabinet'

No. 8 of tine Pttblí'cations of tl¿e Americarr' Jewish I{istori-

cal SocietY contains a short article by Rev' W' Willner on
-,l\zru 

Siile.l an¿ the Jews." In part it rests on books

already familiar; but a pàrt is derived from the diary of Dr'

êìit"r, porr"ssed by Yaie University and shortly to be pub-

firt "i by that institution, and on his miscellaneous notes'

There a,e a ,,umber of interesting items, from Dr. Stiles's

Newport days, concerning the Jews of .that 
town and the ser-

vices of their synagogue. The doctor's account of the peti-

tion of the Jews for naturalization in 176z and its treatment

ty-tfr" S,rpå*e Court and the General Assembly is quoted

ií ru1. Ño. 6 of this valuable journal' published three years

ago, contained ar¡ article on the Jews of Newport by Mr' Max

J. Kohler.

The Proceeditlgs of the Amerícan Antiquariøn Societlt'

Volume XIII', Part z, contains the announcement of two

"utog*pn 
letters of Roger Williams presented to the society

if fñt. n"Uert C. Winthrop, Jr' These are original letters'

one written to Governor ¡ãfrn Winthrop in June' t637' the

second to John winthrop, Jr', June 25, 1675' They have

both been printed in the Publicøtiotts of tlae Narrøgønsett^

Chrb,Yol. VI., pp. 3z and 366,andalso in the Collections of

t/r, Morrorhurrii, -ãi'toricai Society' Fourth Series' Vol' VI'

'Ihe Montl¿\y Bulletin of tke Boston Ptúlic Librøry f'ot

March, r9oo, prints an interesting letter from Mr' Auchmuty'

Judge oi tfr"- Admiralty in New England' to the Board of

îaåiratty in London, áated November 23, 1743, and relat-

NOTES.

NOTES.
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manifold favours wherein I stood obliged to him above a
whole month before either of us had so much as seen
other, and that by his frequent and earnest solicitation in my
behalf of the most special members both of the parliament

and Councel of State; in doing rvhereof he appeared so truely
generous, that when it was told him how I, having got notice
of his so undeserved respect towards me, was desirous to em_
brace some sudden opportunity whereby to testifie the affec_
tion I did owe him, he purposely delayed the occasion of
meeting with me till he had, as he said, performed some ac_
ceptable office, worthy of my acquaintance ; in all which, both
before and after we had conversed with one another, and by
those many worthy books set forth by him, to the advance-
ment of piety and good order, with some whereof he was
pleased to present mg he did approve himself a man of such
discretion and inimitably-sanctified parts, that an Archangel
from heaven could not have shewn more goodness with less
ostentation."


