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Medical Periodicals of Rhode Island: Part
Transactions of the Rhode Island Medical

Thís Pu,blícation Appeared, During The
Years 7859 Through 7972

By James E. Bobick
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During the past centuries medical societies have
developed considerably, beginning with small gath-
erings of men with coûunon interests. Some groups
have 'flourished as large organizations with many
memhers, museums, libraries, and other facilities.
The gnowth of these societies has been tremendous,
ranging from intern¿tional and national to local
groups and smaller gatherings,. They have proved
invaluable as centers for discussion and have
greatly influenced medical literature.

The Rhode Island Medical Society, founded in
1812, is the eighth oldest state society. Its l50th
anniversary was observed in 19ó2 with the pub-
lication of Tnn Hrsronv O¡' Tsn Rnopr fsrarqp
Meorcn¿ Socrnrv AN¡ Irs CoupoNBNr Socrurrns,
1812-1962. The Rhode Island General Assernbly
in February approved a petition to charter the
state medical scciety. The organizational meeting
of ttre Society was held in Providence on ,April
22, 1812, and Amos Throop was elected President.

lVilliam A. Bowen was elected Librarian and

l,IR. JAMES E. BOBICK, Bòological anrl Medical
Relerence Li,brarian, Sci.ences Lit'rary, Brozan Uni-
aersity, Providence, Rhode Island.

This is the first of a three part series. Later in-
stallments will cover other Rhode Island merÌical
publications.
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Cabinet Keeper. The first annual meeting of the
Rhode Island }{edical 'Society was held in prõvi-
dence at the Court House on September 1, lgl2.

FIRST O;FICIAL PUBLICATION
The official journal of the,Rhode Island Medical

Society began in 1859. In the previous year the
fümmittee on Publication charged the mernbers

of the Society to prepare biographical and medical
sketches of distinguished deceased members. This
project was chaired by Usher Parsons with the aid

of Isa¿c Ray and George L. Collins.

In 1859 a pamphlet of 64 pages with the cover

title "Sketches of Rhode Island Physicians, De-

ceased Prior to 1850: Prepared by Usher Parsons,

rfor the Rhode Island Medical Society" rvas puh-

lished, designated on the title page as Volutne I of

the Transactions oJ the Rhode Island lVlcdical So'

ciety.r The leaf following the title page contained

the further description of "History of the ]fedical
Profession in Rhode Island".z

Pages three to 55 consisted of "sketches of tle
Lives o'f Earty Physicians". The entries varied

from a single line tro several pages. The three

lengthiest biographies were for Levi W-heaton (pP'

(19-25), Solomon Drowne (pp.2l-3a), ancl l)avid

King (pp. 50-55). John Brett was listed as a pu'píl

RHoon Isr.eNp l'I¡Prcer- JounNer



of Boerhaave and one individual who cooperated
.'arith Abraham Redwood to establish the Redwood

library in Newport.s D'cctor William Bowen was

¡rentioned as the person who petitioned for the

fuarter to form the Rhode Island Medical Society

and was the second President of the new group.4

-A.ddresses read ,before the Society, case reports,
as well as proceedings of meetings, treasurerts re-
p:rts, listings of officers, and similar matters were
contained in each ,publication. The second issue of
Volume I contained the following resolution pro-
posed by Usher Parsons:lo

"that a committee of three be appointed to look
for and engage a roûùn in the city of Providence,
Íor the acommodation of the library, cabinet
and manuscripts, and for holding the meetings
of this Society, at an expense not exceeding sev-

entv-five dollars a year".

The treasurer's report published in the same issue

listed an expenditure of $5a.40 for printing tlre

Transactions.lr This expense refers specifically to
the 300 copies o'f Parsons's pamphlet.

Volume I, No. 4 contained a note that acknowl-
edgements were received from the Redwood Li-
brary, the A,merican Antiquarian Society, and the

New York State Library for receipt of the So-

ciety's ,publications.l2 The "Report of the Com-

mittee of the Rhode Island Medical Society on

the Plan of the Rhode Island Hospital" appeared

in issue No. 5, Volume f.13 An inventory of So-

ciety publications which appeared in this same

issue stated that 92 of the original 300 pamphlets

prepared by Parsons and published as Volume I,
(No. 1) of the Transactions were still available'14

It is worth noting that the fourth and fifth issues

of Volume I were the only ones that actually con-

tained No. 4 and No. 5 imprinted on the upper

left hand ocrner of the cover.

An interesting account of alcohol was presented

by L. F. C. Garvin in Lhe Cam'muni'cations cover-

ing the years 1865 to 1872. One concluding ipara-

graph was:15

"fn consideration of the scientific'facts known

to the profession, and the daily ef'fects known

to all ,men, we believe it both a right and a
duty to stop the sale of stimulating ,beverages

by irresponsible persons, and to confine them

to their proper place in the drug store."

In that same issue Edward T. Caswell presented

a lengthy historical account of Jenner and his work

with vaccination.l6 A rr-umber of ohituaries usually

appeared in each issue of the Communications. Fot
the issue under consideration there was one for

Ilsher Parsons. It was noted that he was surgeon

of O.H. Perry's flagship, the Lawrence, during the

battle on Lake Erie.l?
At the Society's semi-annual meeting in Provi-

(Continued on next Page)
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Doctor Caleb Fiske was mentioned t'as a former
President and a lasting benefactor to this So-

ciety".5 It was "his intention tro ,provide a fund,
fbe annual income of which is intended to excite
competition in the investigation orf such medical

subjects as the Society may propose for discus-

sion".6 The first two awards were presented in
1835 in response to the following questions:7

"1. What are the causes and nature of Rheu-
,matism, and the best mode of treatment to
be employed therein?
Award of 'forty dollars to Thomas H. Webb.

2. What are the causes and nature of Purpura
Hemorrhagica, and the best mode of treat-
rnent to ibe employed therein?
Award of forty dollars to David King,
M.D., of Newp,crt."

Interestingly, it was also David King who per-
formed the first vaccination in the state. The pa-
tient was Walter Cornell of Newport, and the date
w¿s October 1800.8 Integrated with the biographi-
c¿l and ,medical sketches was substantial material
on conditions during the early colonial and revo-
lutionary periods.

The remaining pages of Parsons's panr,phlet in-
cluded informatiron on "Medical Education in
Rhode Island", the names of the recipients of the

"Fiske Fund Prize Essays" along with the respec-
tive topics from 1835 to 1858, ((Registration Re-
ports", and a listing of Society officers.g .Although
marked Volume I, the originâl 64 page publication
prepared by Usher Parsons was actually No. I of
Volume I of the Trørusacti.ons oJ the Rhode Island
Medì,cal, Society. lVumbers two through nine of
Volu,me f were issued as Cammunitations ol the
Rhode Island Medical Society. These eight issues
covered the years 18ó0 to 1877.

The Com.municati,ons were issued under the di-
rection of a Committee of Publication. Each issue
contained on its cover the names of the three or
four committee members. The total number of
pages published as Communications was 474. An
additional 132 pages unevenly distributed through-
ottt each issue as a second section covered the
quarterly, semi-annual. and annual meetings of
the Rhode Island Medical Societv.
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dence on Decenfber 1ó, 18ó8, it was voted to
present all books, instruments, apparatus, and
preparations to Rhode Island Hospital.ls A Cen-

tennial Essay titled "The Premature Death of
Great llen" was presented by Lucius F. C. Garvin
at the quarterly meeting on tr{arch 15,187ó.1e
Sarvin was followed by Drcctor Robert F. Noyes

who read a paper titled "Omne Vivum ex Paren-

tibus".2o The minutes of this meeting indicated
that this "þaper was a well prepared exposition

of the theory of (Spontaneous Evolution', or

'Equivocal Generation'".21 The minutes further
reported that 400 copies o,f the Cotntnunicøtions

unculcl be published.22

The ninth, and final, issue of \¡olume I con-
tained a complete index of major addresses and

cases, obituaries, and proceedings which had been

published as sepalately paged sections in the in-
dividual issues.23 A report presentecl at the 65th

Annual X,Ieeting held on June 14, 187ó showed

that there lvere 84 registered pharmacists and 30

registered assistant pharmacists in the state.2a The
minutes of the },Iarch 21, 1877 meeting reported

that "suitable accommodations for books, journals

ancl publicati,ons, ,m¿y be obtained at the Frank-
lin Lyceum rooms for the sum of $35.00 a year."2õ

The Committee on Publication further recom-

mended "that efforts be forthwith ma.de by the

Society to form the nucleus of a library, and a

committee be appointed to tal<e the matter into
consideration.2ã

The report rcf the recording secretary for the

year ending June 13, 1877 stated that "39 copies

o,f the 'Com'munications' have been sent to the

various State societies ancl others" and that a

total of 33 volumes had been.received in ex-

change.26 The treasurer's report of the same date

showed that only 29 copies of "Sl<etches of Rhode

Islancì Physicians" were "on hand."27 considerably
fewer than the 92 available in 18ó4.

An appendix to the final issue o'f Volume I of

Lhe Communications contained the text of "The
Act of Incorporation of the Rhode Island i\'Iedicaì

Society, together with the By-Laws, as -{mended

June 13th, 1877, and List of n{embers.28 This was

also the first issue to contain advertising, ocnsist-

ing of five pages which described ,patent medicines.

In addition, there were full page announcements
(on both sides of the back co\¡er) of the academic

year courses at Bellevue Hospital Vledical Center

and Jefferson l'Iedical College. The expenses for

the regular session at Bellevue were:

Fees for tickets to
the preliminaly
cluding clinical

Matriculation lee

gtephen Smi
ANo

ì,Iif
Demonstrator's ticket (including tt-tater.ial 5.oo

for clissection) of Gross:2e
Graduation fee 10.00

30.00 ttAre you
The format observed in the nine issues comÞris_ great book? If

1 believe I aming the first volume af the Transacti otts, i,e., Cont_
tnunications ol the Rhode Island. nI cdical Society ture of surgerv)
was to be followed fairly closely r-urtil this pub_ kind equal to

¿cguainted wiIication ceased in 1912. Collectively, eight volumes
were published betlveen the
The following summarizes

inclusive years:
Yolume arr¡l Issues

I (9 issues)
II (6 issues)

III (6 issues)
IV (5 issues)
V (5 issnes)

\¡I (5 issues)
VII (6 issues)

VIII (3 issues)

years 1859 and t9lZ. 6ut onlY what
the volumes and the sidered as a

cannot but l¡e
Years Covered

1859_18??
18?7-1882
1883_1888
1889-1 Rqe
1894_1 898
1899_1903
1904_1909
1910_1912

don trc the

-PROF. 
S.

in Jefferson \i
,A notice to

Society

was iPlaced

by the I-i
Beginning with Volurne II the original title

dating back to 1859 o,f Transactiotts ol the Rhode
Island Medicøl Soci.ety was adopted anrl employed
until 1912. Therefore, only issues trvo through
eight in Volurne I were published as Contntunicø-
tions ol the Rhode Island ll[edical Socict),.

full page

the Li'brarY
y together

are now

3.t the q
T.N

VOLUME II OF THE TRANSACTIONS

Volume II consisted of six parts covering the

years 1877 t,c 1882. The total number of pages

pu'blished was 559. Also, with this ancl later vol-

úmes there was one continuous pagination. The

proceedings of meetings and original contl'ibutions

were no longer pagecl separately. Generally speak-

ing, the proceedings appeared in the initial pages

of an issue while the addresses, case re¡lorts, and

similar material followed.
Advertisements for pharmaceutical preparations

appeared more frequentlyy as well as clescripti'cns

of apparatus and materials usecl b)' ph)'sicians'

Descriptive inforrnation and aclvertisernents from

llcKesson & Robbins, \\¡yeth, ancl Ì'arke-T)avis

appeared regularly. Aclctitional meclical depart-

ments placed notices of instructional ¡lrograms'

Yale, Dartrnouth, Vermont, ancl Borvcloin rvere

new listings, while the one for Bellevue had ap-

pearecl earlier. lfhe comparative costs were: Yale'

g235; Bellevue, $1851 Dartmouth, $147: \/s¡tÛcnt'

$100. F-ees for Bowcloin were not listed'

Similarly, advertisements for meclical llooks as

well as book dealers m'ade their appearance in

Volume II of the rrorririort The åctvertisement
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Stephen Smith's A MeNuar O¡' TsB PnrN-
ANo Pnecrrce Op Opnnarrvr SuncBny

iHou8hton, Mifflin) included reviews from dis-

¡inguished physicians. A typical endorsement is
of Gross:2e

"Are you aware that y,cu have produced a
great book? If not, let me assure you of the fact.

I believe I am perfectly familiar with the litera-
ture of surgery) and if there is any work of the

kind eqìral to yours in any language, I am not

acguainted with it. This is saying a great deal,

ibut only what is strictly true. The work, con-

sidered as a whole, does you infinite credit, and
cannot'but be regarded as a most valuable addi-
tion trc the surgical literature of our country.

-PROF. 
S. D. GROSS, Professor of Surgery

in Jefferson M'edical College, Philadelphia, Pa."
,A notice to the Fellows of the 'Rhode Island

Medical Society soliciting gifts of books and jour-

nals was placed in the 1880 issue of the Transa.c-

tions by the Lirbrary Ocmmittee and George D.

I{ersey, Librarian.s0 The following issue contained

¿ full page ánnouncement o,f 39 recent acquisitions

to the Library of the Rhode Island Medical 'So-

ciety together with the note that "about 1,800

are now accessiblett,sl

At the quarterly rneeting o,f September 19, 1877

T. Newell, Chairman of the Special Com-

,cn Hall and Library, presented several

One was the establishment of a

standing committee" and an annual as-

of 91.00 per member to be added to the

treasury fund.32

The annual report of the secretary, dated June
12, 1878, listed the active membership of the So-

as 159 and the honorary membership 24.33

t the quarterly meeting on December 19, 1878

Caswell exhibited a specimen nurrnrber of
the Index Medicus, a monthly journal published

Surgeon General Billings".sa
Extensive reports from the Li'brary Committee

Publication Comrnittee appeared in each issue

the Transact'roøs. A,mong the items considered

detail were gifts, exchanges, library holdings,

costs, and advertisement income. The

report of Doctor \\¡. O. Brown, Chairman

the Committee on Publication, contained a note

Trønsqrtions are of interest: "Trephining in Epi-
lqpsy", by Charles O'Leary36; "A Case of Re-
moval of Both Ovaries by -{bdominal Section", by
Anita E. Tytgtt; and "Malaria in Providence",
lby C. V. Chapin.38 The case report by Doctor
Tyng was the first accompanied by journal cita-
tions to appear in the Tro,nsactians. The obituary
notice and list of writings published by Isaac Ray,
associated with B'utler Hospital, ap'peared in the
l88l Trønsactions.se

EXPERIMENT WITH ADVERTISING

Volume III of the Transactions ol the Rhode
Island. Medical Society covered the years 1883 to
1888 and consisted of six parts. The number of
pages published was 592. The already mentioned
features and format were essenLially the same. Ad-
vertising was expanded to include insurance

agents, lists of "trained nurses" and their educa-

tional ,backgrounds,4o ancl subscription prices to
medical periodicals. The Franklin Bookstore of
Providence offered these titles among others:4l

Boston Medical ancl Surgical Journal $4.50 year
Medical Times, Philadelphia $3.50 year
Physician and Pharmacist $1.75 year
Cancer Journal $1-.00 year

Three articles generally related to public health,

one of an historic nature, appeared in the third
volu'me ol the Transactions. Edwin l'I. Snow wrote
the "Early History of Vaccination in Providence".

His pap,er was fo lowed by a ,facsimile copy o'f
tiCow-Pock Inoculation" which was described as a

"Hand-bill distributed by a committee of the town

of Providence, 1810".42 The other articles of in-
lerest in public health were G. Taber Swarts'

"statistics of an Investigation of the Premises and

Habit¿tion of Three Hundred Cases of Typhoid
Fever Occurring in Proviclence, Dtrring the Win-
ter of 1882-1883"43 and "The Anticipatory Treat-
m,ent of Local Epidemics" by H. R. Storer.aa

The "First, Second, Third, Fo'urth and Fifth
Annual Reports of the Librarian; 1879-1884" w'ere

presented by Ge,rrge D. Hersey in the 1884 Trøns-

actiøns.a5 The annual growth of the Liibrary was:
1879-1880 600 vols.
1880-1S31 993 vols'
1881-1882 501 vols.
1882-1883 409 vols.
1883-1884 1083 vols.

Total 3586 vols'

Exchange items, gifts, the c¿rd catalog, and other

topics were considered in detail. The quarterly

meeting of 'september 13, 1888 contained a note
(Continued on next Page)
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the secretary of the Society tthas received a

of the transactions of the medical societies

every state in the Union, excepting Nevada,

has no medical society, we are informed".35

Three articles from the second volurne o'f the
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that the Library had 7,300 bound volumes ârd ((¿

very large number of parnphlets". Furthermore,
the Library "receives regularly one hundred peri-
odicals, and has now cornplete files of nearly aìl
the rnedical journals that have been published in
English for the past rone hundred years".46

A more complete report of the Library Commit-
tee from the previous issue o,f the Transactions
lvas as follor'vs: a7

"The Co,mmittee on the Library present their
eighth annual report: During the year ending
ì'Iay 31, 1887, the Library received 1014 ac-
cessions, frorn the following sources:

Frc'nr gifts lols.
vols.
vols.
rrols.
vols.

Fronr excharlges
Flor.n tla;rsfer by bincìing
From purchases
Soulce unknorvn

again evidenced by the number of recengv
volumes. Ho'uever, the financial .,urìl'ïi'*,uddud
brary a,ppeared ro be precariour. ;;';.":,,'-ht tt-
meeting held on r,rarcn r+, issé- ,;; ïJ,i'*nu
was reocrded: ã1 """ rOllo\rying

''Iloctor H. G. n,Iiller spoke. of the financial
stat's of the Socier¡,,,:nd ,1i{ the circulars 

re_cently senr to each 
l:,1:- :l tlre Sociery, *t,n*for subscriptions for the maintenance oi'tfre ti_brary, had resulted thus far in the sum o, EUO.

-A.lso that the Library Committee were dssl¡¡ug
of paying several biils, but were unable to do w.The great intrinsic value of the Library ç¿gspoken of and the importance of providing
means for its su¡tport and future clevelopment.

IJpon motion o.f Doctor I,Iiller it was voted
that the Library Comrnittee be authorized trc
draw npon the Treasurer of the Society to tle
amount of $300".
The annual addre-ss cìelivered by George L. Col_

lins at the June 9, 1889 nieeting nas titled ,,State

Control of }tleclical Practice''.5r Articles on public
health, especially typhoicl fever, continued to ap.
pear, such as Garclner T. Slvarts,s ,,T'he Bacillus
of Typhoicl Fever"53 ancl ',Some points in the
Etirclogy of Typhoid Fever', by Charles V.
Chapin.sa The total menbership of the Rhode Is-
h.nd f f edical Societl' as oI December. 3 I , 1889
was 208. The 1889 Transactiotts rvas the last issue
to contain advertisements.

In the past, the aclclress t1eli..,ered at the an-
nual meeting had usually been on a scientific
topic or original investigagtion. Doctor John W.
Mitchell cleparted from this format at the June
12, 1890 meeting, speaking on "The Rhode Island
ì'Iedical Societv".55 In this acldress special oon-

sideration lvas given to Doctor Arnos Tliroop, t.he

first President of the Societ¡'. Still another inno-
vation appeared tn the l89O Transactions. W. L.
Munnc's "An Unique Exanthem Following an

Acute Attack of Epidemic Influenza" tvas accom-

panied by a full page "chromo-lithographic illus-

tration" reproduced from the -Tulrr' 1g91 issue of

Tlce Iournol ol Cutatteozrs and. Gcnito-f/'ittary Dis-

eases.sG It should be mentionecl that the 1890

Tran.sactions were publishecl in 1891; heuce, the

inclusion of the 1891 illustration,
At the quarterly ,meeting held on September l'

1892 the secretar¡r reacl a copy of trvo resolutions

receivecl from the f{eclical Societ¡' 'f Pennsylvanta

which had been aclo,pted b¡, that grou¡r in Maf

1892. The full text was:57

Resolzted, That the lleclical Society o1 the

Rno¡r Isl'tNo f [tPrc'tr' 'lounN¡r'
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Reporterl last year ..... 5630

Total, May 31, 1887 6644

An interesting sketch by James H. Eldridge
titled "Reminiscences of Fifty Years in the Rhode
Island lledical Society" appeared in the 1888
Transactions.a8 An appendix to this paper 'con-
tained a cornplete list of the Fiske Fund Prize
Essays from 1835 to 1888. The most r€cent re-
ci¡rient rvas Charles \,'. Chapin lvho in 1888 rvas

awarded $20C.00 for his rpresentation on the topic:
"What changes has the acceptance of the germ
theory rnade in measures for the prevention and
treatment of Consumpticn?"ae Il is wo'rth noting
that Chap.n also rvon on four previous occasions.so

1880. XXI. The sympathetic nerve; its
relation to disease.

Awarcl of two hundred dollars
1884. XXXII. The origin and progress of

malarial fever now prevalent
in New Bngland.

^{warcl of three hundred dollars
1885. XXXIII. The present state of the germ

theory of disease.

Award o'f two hundred dollars
188ó. XXXV. The methods and practical re-

sults of treatment of the ma-

larial diseases now prevalent
in New England.

-\rvard of tw,o hundred dollars

\/olume IV of the Transactions issued between

1889 and 1893 was in five parts consisting of 637

pages. The continued growth of the Rhode Island
fleclical Societ¡r Library through these years rvas
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State of Pennsylvaaia hereby exprqsses its high-

est disapprobation of the practice of giving cer-

tificates or testinronials to secret preparations

alleged to be of medicinal virtue, and calls the

attention rof the affiliated county societies to

the fact that such action on the part of members

of the said societies is in derogation of the dig-

nity of the profession, and in violation o'f the

letter and the spirit of the Code of Ethics of

the American Medical Association and of this

SocietY.
Resolved, That this Society likewise expresses

its disapprobation of the practice of inserting

advertisements of secret preparations in the col-

umns of rnedical journals, such action being an

insult to the intelligence of the profession, and

a degradation of j,curnals indulging therein to

the level of the patent rnedicine almanac. Es-

pecially to be condemned is the action of the

Journal ol the Am.eri.can Medi'cal Associati'on ín

admitting such advertisements".

o action was taken (by the Rhode Island Medi-

Society) regarding this matter
The report of the Committee on the Library

the year ending NIay 31, 1891 listed 396 ac-

and the tot¿l number of volumes as 9,420

was also stated that "a copy of Cuvier's HurraN

in five folio volumes" was received from

library of Doctor Charles \\i. Parsons.ss The

of the Decemiber 7, 1893 quarterly meet-

contained a request from the 'publishers of the

Islønd fuIedicql Sci'ence Monthly lo:ss

"publish the proceedings of the S'cciety and,

being prornpted by a desire to give correct, full
and true reports of the meetings, reports that

shall be satisfactory to all parties concerned, we

most earnestly request that the privilege be

granted us to have our stenographer present to

take down the proceedings of the various meet-

APPEARANCE OF OTHER PUBTICATIONS

This new journal, the Rhode Island Medical

Monthly, was the first medical journal

in Rhode Island. It was founded in 1893

continued publication until October 1894. At
that time the title was changed to the Atlanti'c

ÙIetticat Weekll' and continued until 1898' Col-

, 10 volumes were published; Volumes I
and 2 (1893-1894) as the Rhode Island Medical

Monthll, and Volumes 3 through 10 (1894-

1898) as fhe Attantic Lledicat lVeekly.60 In 1900

the Providence Medical Association began the

Mn¡rcer prnroorcars o¡. Rr¡oor Tsr,aNn: P.qnr I. Tn¡NsacuoNs oF TrrE Rrrcoc

lsr,'rwo Ì\{oorcar. Soc¡BrY

quarterly publication of the Proaidence ilIedicaL

Jaw'nal. B,etween 1900 and 1916, 17 volrtmes were

issued under this title. These pu'blications, as well

as the present Rhode Islønd Medical Journal, will
be considened more cornpletely in later parts of
this series.

The fifth volume of the Transactions issu:cl

from 1894 to 1898 consisted of óó0 pages ¡lub-
Iished in five parts. Drcctor \'\r. J. tr{ccaw reported

at the llarch 5, 189ó ,meeting that "the specimens

belonging to the Society had been transferred for

safe keeping to the I'Iuseum of Brown lJniversity

. . and are prop'erly arranged and labeled' and

are accessible to the Fellows of the society at any

time".61 It had been recorded earlier that:62

"the use and the usefulness of the library are

gradually increasing.. During the past year its
privileges have been granted to the students

and professors of Brown University' It is a

pleasant to record that every book taken by

them has been promptly returned when due,

which has not always been the case with those

taken by members of the SocietY".

Among other items of interest related to Brown

University was a report of a demonstration by

Professor H. C. Bumpus of "the X rays. and after

adjournment an opportunity was to witness

the operation of the Holtz machine".63 It was later

reported that Alpheus Spring Packard, n'I.D., Ph.D'

and Hermon Carey Bumpus, Ph.D., both of Brolvn.

were electerl Honorary Members of the Society'64

The following information was abstracted from

the minutes of the quarterly meeting of December

3,189ó:65
"A communication was received from the

Pasteur \{onument Association of the Unitecl

States req,uesting the cooperation orf the Society

in collecting a fund for the punpose of erecting

a monument to the late M' Pasteur in Paris'

The Secret¿ry was authorized to receive and

forward subscriPtions."

-An article on "Compulsory Vaocination" by L'
F. C. Garvin also appeared in the Transactions ol

189ó.66 It is of particular interest that an authori-

zation was approved for 5,000 copies of this paper

to be printecl for free distribution.6T

H. G. Nliller's Annual Report of the Committee

cn the Library for 189ó included the following:Gs
t'Continued experience u'ith the rvants of busy

practitioners, essay writers, and students en-

gaged in original research, sholvs that periocliuls
(Continued on next PaPçe)
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(sic), inclucling Society 'I'ransactions, ancl the
annual Hospital ancl Health Reltorts, fonn the
rnost useful section of the librar1,. It i.s the living.
up-to-date part of meclical literature; ahval,s
in deniancl. The growth of our library has for-
tunately lteen ahn¡st lvholly in this direction,
making our collection of special convenience ancl

value for reference purposes."
-\nTong the obitnaries in the same issue was that

of -\nnie Nervs. It is notervorthy that it began
rvith this phrase:6e

"To the Rhode Island ]{edical Society be-
longs the honor of being the first among the
State rnedical societies trD elect a woman to its
fellorvship
It ap¡rears that the members found jt pleasing

to rerninisce about the early da.ys of the Society
ancl its members as yet another historical paper
(see reference 55) titled "The Rhode Island trIedi-
cal Societ¡r of Fifty Years Ago'', written by J. \4r.
('. El1t, u'as publishecl at this time. Several humor-
ous anecclotes of Doctor Lewis L. ],Iiller and others
rvere presentecl.To

A FAMOUS ADDRESS BY OSLER

\,'olun.re \¡I ,of the I'rans¿ctions, dated 1899 to
1903, consistecl oi frr'e ¡rarts comprising ó9ó pages.

The Annual -\ddress, delivered at the December
7, 1899 rneeting rvas given b¡r \Villiam Osler. The
title was ('A Rhode Island Philosopher (Elisha
Bartlett) ".71 The follolving is a footnote from that
aclclress: 7l

"Parsons closes his HISTORICAL TRACT
()\ THtr I]RO\\'\ UNIVERSITY I.IE,DICAL
SCHOOL rvith the sentence, '\\¡hether this citl',
the second in Nerv England, shall become the

seat of such a school (that is, a revived depart-
ment o'f medicine) Intrst clepend very nìuch 'cn
the zeal, persistence ancl ability of its physi-

cians.' llay I be permitted to remark, I'Ir.
President, that the existing conditions are singu-

larly favorable for a small first-class school.

Here are college laboratories of ,physics, chem-

istr¡r ¿¡¿ biology, ancl modern hospitals, with
300 beds. \\¡hat is lacking? Neither zeal, per-

sistence nor a,bility on the part of the physicians,
'but a, generous donati,cn to the Liniversity of a
million of dollars with which to equip and endow

Iaboratories of anatomy, physiology, pathology

ancl hygiene. These alone are lacking; the pre-

liminary scientific school is here; the clinical
school is at your doors; the money should be

the least difficult thing to get in this plutocratic
town. The dalt has come for sl.nall rnedical

.50ó

schools in universit.
facilities.,, -v tolvns *'ith grrocì clinical

,*Il'nlîl,J:":;"1.1;f"'J,î l,''; ;::ì.,T, of
D. Hersey, was titrecr .,Trr" ir.,ri.¿"ï,;|..rï.".*"
Factor in fledical Prrlgrc"" r)7iì .¡¡.- .-,"-'i'J as a
or thc Rhocre r.r.".1 ri;ï::i' ,,.i1ï, II:É**,
tracecl, ancl a conclu<" ---J !¡urdry was

the syrnbioti. r.l"tin,n.l'og 
¡larag'a¡;ìr elnDhasizecl

the laboratory. 
htll Lett'een the library ancl

lnteraction between the Societ¡, ancl Brgrv¡ Uni_versity appeared to contilue lte¡,6¡,1 tlte ¡trevious.nformal arrangements. \.,rlurue Vf of the Trans-
a-tir;ns contained three ¡¡¿1¡s¡5 b¡. IÌr.ulvn profes_
sors. Thel' \\¡ere: .. Rhocle Islancl.s poisonous
I)iants" br' \\'illiam \\rhitman Baile_i,,z.r ,,The 

Ef_
fects of .Cheniical ancl physical lniluences on the
I)evelopment of the Embrvo,' ltY A. l). trIead,?,;
incl. "The Relation ol ìIental Contenl to \s¡yq¡¡5
.\ctivity" l¡v tr. B. Delabalre.Tc

The o5ituary n¡tices ltrinterl in the 1903 Tratts_
artions incluclecl that of Oliver ('hase \\:iggin.
''The Prot'idence Lying-ln Hospital u,as organizecl
largely by his initiative ancl efforts, ancl he served
as its first president from 1884 until 189I.,'77

There were six parts to \''olunte \/II of the T¡'ans-
acti,ons, issuecl frorn l9C4 to I909. 'lhese issues
had a tctal pagination of 889. The l-ibrary Report
for 1904 stated that:78

"One hunclred ancl seventy-iive perioclicals

are receivecl regularll'. Of these, onr: hrtudred

ancl sixty are American ancl fiftet'n are f,.treign.

There are still others n'hich aplrt'ar it'rt'gttlarll'."
It rvas also re¡rortecl that:irl

''Among the additions to tl.re l,l-rrarv cluring

the I'ear, the niost notable is that givt'n lrv l)oc-

tor Charles V. C'hapin. u¡ þ6rrks c"trlrected with

sanitarlt science, il-r I'hich he is so lt't'Ìl llnorl'n

an authority. A vast nrtml¡er of periorlit'als antl

bound volumes ocntainilig tlìe trlìÌìs¿re tions of

t ariotts boarcls of health ancl ltsso'"ilttions iu-

terestecl in s:anitar¡'' scietlce, ìlavt' llet'tl con-

tril¡utecl bv hiln, ancl these. rvith oLlr' Previous

acquisitions in that line, nlalie ollr library

among the foremo.st in the cotlrltr\r' to those

interested in invest.gations in that rlit'tctitln'"

Papers on mental illness llegan blr ap|ear-ìn the

Trattsactiotts more freqttentlr;, "lrt'ìr 
lr: \\'jllia¡r

F. Gleason's "Edtrcation of the [ìetL''le Jlinclect

and "The Lay lìreatrnent of the Insanc in. Rltocte

Islancl" by Henry o. ;;J'"-i list ol .íficers of

(Conclurletl on Page 5iì2)
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MEDICAL PERIODICALS OF
RHODB ISLAND

(Concluderl florn Page 506)

the district societies was first publishecl in the

1905 Trattsactions. The six district societies were:

Kent, Newport, Pawtucket, Providence,'Washing-

ton, and \\/oonsocket.82

The 1905 Report 'of the Committee on the Li-

brary reportdd that the total num'ber of bouncl

volumes was approaching 20,000.83 The report also

contained a statement that iVliss Grace Dickerman

had been appointed as Assistant Librarian to the

Society. -{ctually, her work as an attendant had

started in 1903 and lvas to continue r"rntil 19ó5'84

The final volume of the Trattsactiotts was the

eighth, published in three parts from 1910 to 1912

and ocnsisting of 311 pages. At the quarterly meet-

ing held on I'Iarch 3, 1910 Doctor George D' Her-

sey presented a paper on "So'me of the Earlier

Anatomists with Exhibition of Their \Vork"'8ã

Books by Vesalitts and Eustachius, among others,

were on display.s6 In the same issue appeared the

report ;by Robert F. l{oyes on "The Prop'csed

nuitaing for the Rhode Islantl l''leclical Society'"87

The report covers the actions taken 'by the Societ¡r

on this matter between the years 1908 and 1910'

The 1911 issue of the Trottsøctiotts contained

"The Laying of the Corner-Stone o'f the Library

Building, June l' 19l1" and included Doctrcr

Frank L. Day's aclclress.ss The Annual Address,

delivered on the same day hy G' Alder Blumer'

was titled "A Plea for the I'Iedical Library"'8e

Acldresses relatecl to libraries continlted to ap-

pear. At the Centennial lleeting o'f June 73, l9l2
Abraham Jaco;bi presented "The Eclncational Value

of tr'Iedical Societies ancl Libraries')'90 Of particu-

lar interest in the final volume of the Transactions

was the paper by Frank T' Fulton and Carl D'

Sawyer: titled "The Treatment of Syphiiis with

Ehrlich's Salvarsan,. with Observations on its Ef-

fect upon the Serum Test ancl upon the Spiro-

chetest'.e1
CONCLUSION

This paper has been a descriptive study 'cf the

first officiàl journal of the Rhocte Island l'Iedical

Society. Between the years 1859 and 1912 eight

volumes of Lhe Transactiltts ot' the Rhode Island

Il4ed.i'cat Society were issued' Essentialll', it was

the founclation and growth of the Society that

promoted the development of this journal'

[-ater parts in this series will examine in sirnilar

cletail the other meclical journals of Rhode Islancl

-T
including the current one. For now, thoug|, the
follolving quotation appears ¡tarticularlv appro_

¡rriate to the PaPer in hand:

"llhere is a dead meclical literature, ancl there
is a live one. The clead is not all ancient, the live
is not all modern. There is none, modern or an-
cient, which, if it has no living value for the
student, will not teach him something by its
autcpsy."

REFERENCES
A ìist of the refelences for the thlee installnrents

n,ay be obtainerl ft'on-r the Rhode Islancl Meclical So-
ciety Liblary
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SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND

CANCÐR GROUP
(Concluded from Page 513)

SUMMARY

The Southern New England Cancer Group

startecl in April 1972, one year prior to this report,
.with a small nucleus of participating hospitals and

,ph¡rsicians for the purpose of improving the care

of the cancer patient in southern Ner'v England. It
has grown to include over ó0 member ¡lhvsicians

ancl 17 parlicipating hospitals. Crcntinuation of the

Southern New England Cancer Group is contin-

gent upon fecleral funding programs' and inasmuch

as these have not 1'et been delineated by the Gov-

ernntent, the fr-tlure of the Southern New England

C-ancer Group is ttncertain. It is our opinion that

the program has demonstrated the usefulness o'f a

regional, inter-hospital aJ'rproach to the nlallage-

ment ,of the cancer patient. Although the program

is no longelfederally funded, it will, if feasible'

b'r continuecl as a pern.ìanent lneclical service in

Rhode Island.
593 Edrtv Street
p"ottiãu"Ë", Rhotìe Island 02902
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Dennis on the BoY
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