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0 " Til E (; 01.1 ) autumn night of October 16, 13:19. ('ig-hteen 1111'n

under th e lead ersh ip of j ohn Brown inva ded a smal l town in Vir
ginia ca lled Har p er's Fr-rrv. The raid ing part y consisted of five
Negroes and fou rteen wh ite men ( three of whom were J ohn Brown's
,"IlIlS ). Brown's small ha nd of raiders too k the UllSlIsp(.'ning town by
rom ph-tc surpn«- and succeeded in capturi ng the Federal arsena l
and armor~ . W hik in the armory. some citil('I\s who were being held
a,s hostages. overheard Brown sta ting the objective... of his assault. " I
wan t to free all the :\('I~TOCS in this state. I have Ik"",.'s.sion now of
the 1; 11ited States armory . and if the citizens interfere \\ ith me I must
on ly hurn the towu and have blood."! .\her the initial surp rise of
the raid undue alarm and panic spread throughout the South." Panic
stricken Sou thr-mers carefully wa tched Xorthern n('\~spapersfor indi
cations of opi nion .. and react ions to the Ha rper's Ferry raid.

..\ considera ble majority of Xorthem newspape rs con demned the
desperate at tack . HO\\T\'Cr, in those a reas \\ lu-re a nrislavcrv feeline
was :-trong there r-xi...ted ad mi ra tion for Brown anti agreement with
the ult imate aims of his daring raid. 3 It willb e the pllrpo~ of thi..
a rticle to rnr-asun- t ill' n-artio» of unc particular Xonhcm state,
Rh ode b lan d , to Brown. his ra id . trial, an d cxrcutjon. The wr-it er

I AlIan ,",pUn , TIr""d,. '" /f "' I" " Fr" y ( EIl~l<-w",,<1 ( :Jith , I\ ,'W J,·r'q .
1'l5fl ) . p . 3~1.

~ J ,ltllf'! G. Ra lldall. 'r lr, (,';",i/ 11"", ""d If" "" 'I""Ii,,,. ( /I"'WII. 1(153 ), p. 17'2.
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98 R hodr !JIlll1 d ROIl /illll,l to John Brown's Raid [O ctobe r

will aucmrt to :- I.lfl\.\ t hat Rh ode I..la nd's att itudes an d feelings were
not C'S."l"ntiaIl y simila r 10 thll"l' of the rest of the North . Rhode
Islan ders were ~rn('fil lly more emp hatic in their condemnation of
J ohn Brown ~Ild th~' ra~d: more enthusiastic in thei r sym pathy for
the Sou th during tillS cn-e, a nd ultraconservative in their reactions
to Brow n's execut ion.

O n Tuesday morning", Ollohn l B. 1859. while J ohn Brown and
his men were d("'pc:ratd~ fh:hting" against overwhelm ing odds in the
fonn of a force of Un ited States marines under Colonel Robe rt E.
Lee, Rhode Islanders rr-ad in Ill(' Provid ence DaH)' Journal that the
insurrectionist" w nsistnl of about 250 whites and were aided bv a
"gang" of Negroes , O n the sa me day, the Providence Dail )' PoIl
ignored any new s the~ mighr have received concerning the raid.
devoting their interest to the public meeting recemlv held bv the
Negroes of Xcwpon in protest against the injust ice which was being
committed against them by those in cont ro l of the public schools.
T he newspapers th roug hout the state had yet to receive an accurate
account of the Harp -rs Fer ry ra id.

On O ctober 20, 18;")9 , two davs after the capture of Brow n and
hi.s men, the PrO\·idc·lln · Dilily Journal showed complete condemna
tion and d isa pproval when it described the raid as a " fool ish. rio tous,
and bloody work . ;\11 10 \'(' (1; of good order and decency a nd peace
will unite in II l1e rin~ th eir abhorren ce of this mad and cr iminal
attempt."" On the same- day the ed ito r of the Providence Daily Poll ,
the Democ ratic ur .l::"an of the sta te, was more concerned with those
who illst ig"a ted tlu- raid a nd concluded tha t the responsibilit y fell
upon the Rep ubl ica ns and Abo lition ists of the North. With this edi
torial t here Ixx an an intense dispute between the two must powerfu l
newspa pers ill the xtnte, the Democratic Providence Daily Post and
the Republican Providence LJaily Journal.

In the eastern sc,rtioll of Rhod t': Island, the news papers exhihited
fedin!,'" of \'dWllH'llt disappro\'al of th e ra id , The Ke wpnrt J / n , ury
:-ta ted that it was a mad attempt to cn'ate an insurrection ar~ " tha t
for humanit y's s;,ke it sho uld not IX' ('ountcnanced . . . , ".-, T he I'\e\\ ·
port . I ili'otiff r fllIld l'lnlled the raid, desc ribing it as a " lll ll r d tT o llS

'l' ,ovid",u D",'I)' Jor"~,,I, 20 Ot·tobo 1659, p. 2,
~ X~,,'porl .H"' ~ U ' ) ' , 2h ;':0, ..",1>... IB59, p. 2.
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ourhreak."" J. Wheaton Smit h, editor of th e Warren Tetcgrapb, con
side red the ra id beneficia l sinn' it demunstr utcd the utter Iutilitv of
mad schemes for SC"fvik insurre-s tirm. In his edi to ria l of Ortober ' 2~ ,
1859. he cautioned the Xorth :

Firm and unyiddin~ in our (I\\ n rictus. h-t U~ f<:~PCCl the ri~hts

o f (ltlll"r~ , If ~1;l\"l''1' i~ an rvil. let us not for~('t il was entailed upon
t!lt· Sou th 1I0t rmlv lw its OW!l . hUI II\'our :"ortlu-rn ano-nrv. Charitv
~s the ~trOl~~l"~t hond of :".Itio!l;ll l · nion and the ollly guerdon of
ItS pcrpctuuv.:

The Rhode I..land P. ndulu m and t ill' X arrauan-ctt T imes, news
pa pers pu blished in the central and sou thern ~f1ions of the state,
were eq ua lly em phatic in c·xIJrC""in.c: th eir disapproval of the ra id ,
The X arragan -en Times do-lan-d "that the an wa.. not onlv iII
advised and ill-limed, hu t ra-h. Iool i-h . mad a nd wicked ." ~ "

The one notable exception to this ~elll'ral censure of the Harpe r's
Ferrv ra id a, cxpres-ed in the Rho d e leland nenspapers was the
Woon"OCKc-t Patriot, publi-hed in the north west section of the sta te.
Samuel s. 1-"1"1".';, editor of the Patriot, expreeed complete astonish
me-nt a t t he ahilit~ of Joh n BrO\~ n and hls follow ers in fi A'ht in~ aA'ain"t
the Federal troo ps as Iht·y d id. "In audacity." Fo....s wro te , "it "beal<,;
the Sha,'s Rd ll'lI ion in ;"1a,"'afhIN·tt~. the Whiskn Re bellion in
Pen nsy l ~'a n ia , and till' Dorr War in Rhode "Iand'-' Y

'

O n O ctober '1.7, lRj~l. the "audacious" J ohn Brown and his Ic l
lowers were brou ght to t rial and dlar~c'd wit h murder, incit ing slave
rebell ion , and treaso n nuainst t he sta te of Virgin ia. On the latter
charge the citizens of R hodc' Island had cau-c to exhib it con ce rn , for
it was not l on~ ag"O, on .-\ pri l 2fi, 1RH·, t ha t eX-( ;O\T TIlor Thomas
\\·iIsO!l Dorr ha d IXTn rha rgcd with treaso n aga inst the sta te of
R hode Isla nd . T he (·har .l{t' of trca-on a~aill..t a sta te is so unusual
that the Dorr tri al was on lv t ill' -a-vund r-a-a- in the hisrorv of the
United States, and that (If J ohn Brown in Virginia was t~ he thr
th in l.I

" "l'lwrc is a p(!';sihility tllat h;1(1 I)"rr's lle ft' IN' (' ( ' 1111"1' 1, mc,n ·

'; ,\ 'r " '!Jw l A i/un /I" , , :\I) N " \·' ·l!ll ".r IH.i'l, 1'. :1,

'T"~ 11'"" " , "'~ l r .~ "' f) " , :1 2 ( kl"I ". , 1Hi'!, 1',:1.
" N",,,,g(p,ull F j,,,n , .i l\;" vn uIJn 1Wi'!, I' , :1 .

"Fhr Jr 'J("""'· ~ ~ 1 P" I, j" l ",,,I 'J'h, Uh"d, {, I" " d Sr"r" /{~~ iJI ... , 21 C)dobn
IBS" . p. :1. ( Ik r,.jnah ... rd"unl t" 'I" " " / I j " l )

'''.-h lh'', ~f ;,,- ~ I "", ry . Th, n o" 11',,, ,,' Th, C('""';I"I;",,,,I Sl.u~dr j ~ Uhod,
1, la" d ( 1'1O" id... ",,", Iqlll ), I', :1'il .
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"t wn~l~ cente-red the {" ha r~l' of t reaso n agai nst Rhode Island in
1844, J oh n Brown Illi~ht ill"II ha ve claimed a like libera t ion [rom
the "ta le of Vir.gin ia in 18.'"19.

During rlu- D orr lrial Ihe Democratic pre s" co ndemned the pro
cee dings a nd herald ed Iltlrr as a ma rt yr 10 th e princi ples of t he lkc
Iarauon of Indl'I)t'm k nCl' ,ll Dur ing the Brown trial, however , thl'
...tat e's mo...t ptl\\ n fu l Democ ra tic new "papcr. t he Prov iden ce Daily
Post , stated t ha t Bro wn was a murdere r, a man of blood, and thai
he and hi" ~l"''''l("iate'', with thr- a-si-aance of Republ icans and Ab oli
tionist s. had pinned not oll l~ the lib-ration of the ... laves but also the
overt hrow Ilf stall' and f" tk ra l gon' rnments, T he Pro vidence Dnilv
j ournal answered t he f) ail.r P~st hv sta ting: thai the ra id of Joh~
Browu \\ it" charilnl' ri"lic of Democ ra tic ac t" of violence and th at
" He was acting ill d in-rt oppo-iticn to the Republican Part y. wh o
prot laim as OIU' {Jf t he-ir ca rdinal pri nciples tha t they do not inter
Irrr- with -lave rv in t tl!' "tall"S:'I~ The two major newspapers in
Providence conunued. thro ughout the n isi", 10 accuse each other
of m i"reprr "f'nling the fa t t-, and attem pting to falsify hi...tory',

W hile th e /} flily Post continued to accuse Republicans and the
Dflily [ournal co ntin ued to accuse Democra ts, the w oonsocket
Patriot complained t ha t the Virginia authori ties showed indecent
and cowardlv hnvte to con demn Hrown a nd hi" me n, Editor Fe"...
"ta tt,d, " Of th" ir guilt, . , theft' {"an he no douht . , , b ut they a rt'
l"mitled to ..u lTici,,1lt time 10 prepare for trial. and . ", a fair tri al. "l ~

T he PrO\·idelln ' Daily /'011 thought that t here ,,'ere probably ~o()d

re;l-..... Ills for th ~' h ,, ~t l' in \, hich the Irial wa.s ht..' ing conducted a nd th at
the 0 111\' Ih in L: ga illl'li in " dd a\ wfluld he ca lmer fcrIi ngs. The Pro\·i
lk nn' l )aily ' j tlll n/ Ill ..ja ll'd t ';a t a lthough th e g"uilt of Brown wa~
('\ 'ide nt , t ht' Sou th IIl IN ~lI a ra n t t'e him a fa ir t ria l 10 pn'''Crw
d(Jmnt ic pt'a( I ' .

On O (( ohn 31. lIl :)~I , J oh n Brown was found guilty of trr,l-"Illl
aga inst t he ..ta ll' of \' irL: in ia , i r ll i t i n~ s t a \'t~ rd)('lIioJ1 , and murda,
For lh t'st, ni ll1l'" Ill" \\a~ ~t' n l nuTd In ht' han gt'd ill puhlic on I t iday,
I k e l 'ml ll'r :2, 1lI:.(), Up,n l n't'r iving the Ilt'WS, Northnn \\Titr f'S , I,di-

11Edw", d jo' j,.jd , ,' d" s,,,'~ ,,/ N ll() d ~ 1, 1",,,/ ",,,/ I' ", ,,idn ,,. t PI" " t" ti,n u 1.'
r!u f:ll d "/ III' Cn. ' ,,, )' : ..) lI i ' I ,,, )' . Vol. 1 ( Hm toll & Syr acu" ' , I'H12J, p . :H lJ,

l~ P"'lJidr!l<~ V flil ,l' /"u"",I, ~J (lrtnl"'r 18'i'I,Il. 2.

1'1 1""';"1, ~II (h'I" I...r 1111", 1', 2.

tors . and clerg vrnr-u hea ped aeTu~a l i"lls of murder 011 thr Southr-rn
sta les, part icula rly \ "irg inia ,H

..\Ithou~h Rhod t, 1 ~ l a t1lk ..... \\e f(' prq Mring for the ..tau- dt'f liollS,
they wa tched J ohn Brown's tr ia l \\ ith ('''.tn'nlC inn-n-et. ( )n \ r l'd nl' ''
dav morninp. XO\TlIlh, 'r :!, I1G!I, tilt' Providence Dail l' [ aurmd
sta te-d t hat a lthoug h Hn lh n ju..tly dl'''I'f\nl thl' extreme ~'Ilalt~, 110
ma n, howr \'t:'r cri m ina l, ouuht 10 vuller the p-naltv wit hout a fairer
tria l. T he editor's main r-ritir i..m of rhc tr ia l was t he ha..te \\ ith \\ hic h
it \\ a."conducted. The n- ark-..... of t he I' rovide'!HI' I)tl i/r POl l , howevr-r.
learned that it was gl'lll'rall~ nJlHTdnl t hai " Old Hr~h n" had a fair
tr ia l. Conce rning- Ihl' sentence the editor "skl'll, " What eI"'I.' can \ 'ir
ginia do tha n to h;lIl~ t he me n wh o han- defn-d lu-r la\\ s. organized
Irl';l-"III1, and bu tchered her <'i ti/I'ns,"15

In the en -tern sect ion of 11\l' ..tate th e ne wcpap-r-," rc.u t ion to
Brow n's trial and -entcncc w ere hasic,1.lIy idt'nti(al. J. \ r hea t/lll
Smit h, edi tor of the Warrn l T d et:laph sta ted tha t "the cnd-, o r
ju -ricc must he :-ati"fied. a "IJlita~ exam ple mu-t he: -et, in order th a t
all the-e m i..named philantropi-as Jir _' \\ hn, actuated hy a blind leal.
da re to inst ig-a t{" riot, rrca-on . and murder, ma~ heed it a nd -hapc
their fut ure cour-«- accord mglv."!" The editor Ilf t he Xl'\\" p' .rt . Ldrer
tiscr co uld d i~u)\"l' r nil evide nce of n,tt' nuat ill,t.: cirrum-aance, in the
Brow n t rial whic h would warra nt making .1lI n ,1I'p tio ll to till' inflic
tion of ca pit al pll ni"hnw nl.

I n di rrCl cont rast to t tl(' ot he r Rhode hbnd l'd itnr.., Sallllld S.
Fo,,~ of t he \roo nSllf kl't P i /lli a l Iltl t wardl ~ cOllllemlU'c! t he trial ;I "

be ing com pk tdy unfa ir , Conc{"l"lling th,' "I'IlII'IUT, Fo"" wrote. " If il
be ptls."ib lc ... Ihat ITl lTr y sha ll {)\('f rid t' \Tng,'a nce , .. a nd that John
Brown 's "l.~ n1enrr sha ll 1M' {"ollunuled to im p risonment, it would ht'
wdl - wdl for t he cou lll ry", and fur Virg inia ," ' 1
De~pile th e eXf it('lJ1e lll Iwill.l:\' ra llsnl by IllI' Ir ial and ,"I'n lt'nc r of

J oh n Brown , R hod e 1"la nde!" tUflH'd the ir a tt entinn 10 l ht' ... tatt' ekc
t inns, The sla ll' had eketed Rt'fmhl il" iln ca ndi da tn in t he pa... t twu
~ear:s. The]'l' was fl O dou bt as to t ile' ( ot ll rul the RqmhliclIl pa rt y
l'x('f r ist..d Ih rou gh oul th e statr , If il fai ll'd Oil OlTas ioll to eleet it...

HK~ncr , op. cil" p . 214.
t:'P, ol·idt 1la V" il )' PM I, 26 :\O\" l llhn Ill''>'', p.:!,

JH Th" W ill ' ''' T tlt g1{t ph , ;, NO\"rlnbcr IlJ i 'l, p. :!.
t' Pal .iol, ~ :-'ov<'m bt-r , 1859, JI. 2.
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candidates for general stale o ffices h~ majorities, the fail ure wa.. due
to a l i n .(~Trin£ remna nt of the K now-Xorhing part y. whic h ca lled
it-elf the Am er ican Republican 1>.:\rt~.l- T he American Republi cans
ami t ill' Republica n- hoth nominated Lieutenant-Gove rnor Turner
for .c:oH'rnor. Elisha R. Polin W;I,S the Democ rat ic ca ndidate. The
n-sult-, o f the election of IH.'",9 foun d Repu blican ca nd id ates not only
w illn ill~ th e offices of ,l:oHTllo r an d lieutenant -governor but also
obtainiuc the two Cong ressiona l olftn·~ from the r-astr-rn and western
-..:,(tiol1" (If the sla te.

Dur ing the mo nth of Xm(·mhn ha rd ly a day pa-ced when th ere
\\as not some mention of John Brow n in the Rh ode Isla nd news
IMlkTS. 011 Novembe r 7. IfF)!l. the l'mvidcnrc /Jaily [ournnl rc
prin ted it kiter .sent to J ohn Brow n [rum " E. R.." a Q uaker lady in
~t· \\ Jlllrl. In reference to Bn Jwll's ra id she wrote , " though we arc
non -resist ants and rdigiousl y Ik,lil'w it lx-ucr to reform by moral and
not by ca rnal weapons ... wr- knm\ thee was a nemated [sic] by the
most c:efwrous and philanthropic motive..." rn " E. S ." com pared J oh n
Brown to ).!rN 'S in that t l lt., ~ we-n- hoth aning to deliver millions from
oppn-c-ion. In contrast to "E. U.: ' mo-t Rh ode Islande rs ha rd ly
though t of J ohn Brown as heing anot he r )'1U"es. ).[osl a tt l'm p'" to
(kn-Inp ally .,~ m path~ Icr Brown a nd his ac t ions fou nd an unre
,pon_iw audience in Rhode ldand.

O n W('(hwsday evening. l\"tl\'("llIhl"T 23. 1859. in Warren, Rev.
)'brk Traf ton of :'\ew Bedford . J.:iI\'{' a " ~ Iis.,ion of Sym pat hy" lec
ture in which he Iavorablv viewed the Harper's Ferry insurrec tion.
The Wa rren Tdrgraph stated that many of Rev. Trafton' s remarks
\\t' re inappropriate a nd s,;\\'or('d , trongly of radical i.'m and fanati
ci_m.::-' [n its a(·count of Ih(' TTilfton lecture. Ihe Providen ce
/Jaily ! ' m l 'aid tha t the ITmarks of Rcv, T ralton made the JX'opl c
i nd i.c:ll ant , ~ l

:'\0 s~ lllpat hy or admira tio n for Brown could lw foun d in the
Prm ·ideIlC(' Daily 1'0 _\ / , for the n litor (lai med tha t t here wert' a score
uf llwn in the sta te p ri-":lll who wcre a thousand t imes mure dc,scT\'ing
of sym pathy, The Pru \" idel1l-C Daily } OIlr ll tIl , howc\'Cr , :;tatcd that

I~Cllarks Carroll. /{h(}d~ 1, laad T h , u Cr1llu ,irl of Dr mon a, ) , Vvl. I ( N~w

York . l~jJ2 ), p. 5~11.

rr,p,ol'iar",r Daily Jou,"al. 7 ~o\''''lIIllt"r 1859. p. I.
~"11" lI' a ., ..1l T r lr ll ,aph . 26 :\"o\"t"lIIbl"r 1859 . p. 2.
~l P,ovidr" ct Dai/)' Paf!. 28 l'm'r mlx-r 1859. p, 2.

Brown's cou rnuc. bravr-rv, and hr-roi-m "in a good ,aIN· would ma ke
a man a manvr : it £i\e" souu-rhing of dignil~ evvn 10 a had OIJ(':'~~

The \\"lXJnsockt,t Patriot admitted that J ohn Bronn miuht de-erve
punishment or impri-a.nnu-nt "but he ..hould no IllOT(' be- hung than
H enry .\ . wi-c (If Janlt's BUl hanan:·:.'l T Ilt" Xn~ port .11or IIry exhib
ih·d more conccru uver the po",i hilily of tIlt" ah"lilioni,ts making a
maro r of Hmw n than it did uvcr till' d(,\,'I"1'1111"nt of "ymp;\t h~

for h im.
In her letter to J ohn Brown. " E. B;" rln- \2 u;lkrT(·"- fro m X r w

po rt, had .sug-gntnl that the Am eri can pc'opl,· m\Td more hon or to
J oh n Brown for -":"' ki ll~ to frec the slaws than tht·y did to George
Wash ington . ~ ~ Dm ill.L:" Ill<: latta days of Novrm lx-r to t ilt' da y nf
Brown·s r-x ecut i, In. it , (' ,'111_ Ihat most Rhodr- I_lallLkr'i d id n' JI concu r
in " E. B.'s" sll~g,'s t jll ll. ( Jn ;.;'mfln hn :!2. 11\ :) ~J , the I' rm idcncc f)aily
[ournal stan-d th at ahhouu h Brown'" "pluc-k" an d honest fanatui-m
must lx- admired, Olll ~ honor pa id to Brow n would oll ly induce m hcr
fa natics to imi tate his an ion "...\ week la ter tilt" /Jili!.\' } 0 1l11/111 had
d iscovered the init ial plan s of some Providellt t· fi t i/,"Il" ttl hold a
llle(·lin l:' honoring J ohn Brow n on t he dav of hi" eX!'cutioll. The
editor of the Daily }o/lI1/111wa rm-d. " ... that if <uch a de-mon..t ration
be made, it «ill nor find supp'.rt or countenance Irom any j.f t he men
\\ hose names an: n-cognizcd as ha\'ing a riahr 10 -p-ak for Pruvi
dellee ." ~" The l' ruvidcncc Daily Post".. editor wrolt' that he could
not believe thai a nw~tin.c: honoring" Brow n \\,.1._ III hI,' held in Provi
lienee, He further called upon the people of Providen ce to rebuke
the meeting and avoid eli...~rilC(,",

O n I'kccml-k"r 2. I R5~', J (.lm Brow n W.1." halll:'l'l.l at C harles ·1'0\\11,
Virgin ia. Extraor dinary preca ut ion s \\ ('re takt'll "tl th a t 110 "tranger
he allowed in the ei t~ a nd no cit izen within tht' el1c1o_1Jn~ surround
ing the Sl·aJTold.~n In llla ny :'\ort htTIl towns allli ri tirs mtTtin.~s wc rl'
held a nd l·hur< h hdls WITt' t ollcd . ~ ; Sm h was no t tilt' r;l"t~ in Rh ode
Isla nd. The 0/1/.1' pu hlic <k l11flnstral ion in hOllor of John Browll was

~~ Pfol)ide1l'" D" ily 1'<>11, 28 :-';oVl'mlwr 18.'j''. p, 2.
~~ I'"tfi(}l, 2 1l" ' TlllIHT IR.1 q • 1'. 2.
:.' l }'wvidencr n llill' 1",,, .,,,1, 7 :\"ov,-rorl"'r IR'i'l, p. 2,
~" Prol);dnur I)" il)' J"r".wl, 2'1 :\ ov..rnl...r 111.1'1, 1', 2.
~t\ Elijah .\\Tn, "Flo .. r."/,ru" ""d f:.uculio " (}f !oh" Ilro,..lI :(:11;";'1(0, l'lIlli 1.

p" :17.
~' ( hw3Icl Gaui"'l1 \ ·;1I;lId . Joh.r Rrou'1l .~ IJ;(}c",phr hlt l r"" , Afr"

( B.. ,(o" & :\"......' Y"r~, 1'/1111, p . 72_



I f).! llhor/r / .(anr/ ll /'{utimll I" j "h" Brou-n's Raid [October 1%1] I l l!",

ln-ld at Pra tt's H a ll ill Pr ovidence , on th e day of his exec ution.
J). ·~p ilt · lh t' 0ll lxl,ition of Iht' ,i ly ne\\'spaJX'~ . the Pratt H a ll meet

ing: " hrouglu 1o.l::t"lhn a w~ rc-per tablc au dience. com po:.·..-d in P;lrt
of tho.....· \\ho had lx-cn di -r ingui-h cd for ~("ars for the ir radical "i(' w s
UpOlJ tlu- "llhjlT I of ~la\('~, or ma ny of ou r co lored ci tizens . and or
Iho.... · \\ ho \\('1'1' a llra('\ .·d lu the plao- hy th e novelrv of suc h a g:a lht'f
i llg."~' -"t'alnl 011 t ill' pial form were . \mo~ C. Barstow, cx-may'or of
I' ro \ ,idl 'llll' a mi a \\t';Ilt h ~ Republican ..ton' manufacturcr ; Thomas
l Iavi.., a ll uncompromi-inc ( ;arri....mia n: the Reverend .-\U~~t ll"

W utxllmry. a Unitarian mini-n-r ; tlu- Reve rend George T , Day, a
Fn"l'-\\' illlbpt i ~t : J);llIid W , Vaughan. ami Will iam H . H . C lem 
rn t-. The burr 1\\0 WITI' appoinn-d wc n-ta tics. The first speake r wav
.\nll .... C. Ba rstow who ha d hlT II unnnirnou..lv chose n president of the
mt"l·lin~. HI' ~pokl' or his (h...in' 10 pmmoh' the abolit ion of slaverv by
p-uccabb- nu-ans an d Ill' u.ltt p..an-d J ohn Brow n of H arper's Ferrv
to t he J ohn Brown or R hude 1..land's colonial p-ried. Barstow co n
eluded t hat ;1' Rhtllk 1, la nd ',,; John Brow n became a ca no nized hem.
if not a <aim. ...-) wuu ld it he with J ohn Brow n of Harper's Ferry,

The ne-xt spe.rkrr wa.. ( ; ('or~t' T . Da y. Althou gh adm itting
HH,\\ n's guilt O il k g-al ~roll ll{k 1),1\- ..a id t ha t, "Brow n i.. no co m mon
(' rimilla l~ hi" lknl'wa~ Iltlt 1X'I.lw,'hut al~)\'e th e 1a\\'." ~.1 Fol1owin~
I) a y \\ " .. ' \'(lIJ1lh lJ r~ \\ Ito ~pokt· of hi.. d i..apprO\-al of Brown's allempt
a l .... 'fyill' in"uru'f1ioll. h i.. adm ir'lti on of Brown's c ha rac ter, and hi..
oplx.... itio ll to ..lawry, \ \ ·Ixldhllry'.. rem ar k.. were a ppla uded by a
pllrtion of th e a udi t'n( T ~cYt' r;iI time.. a nd once there wa~ hi..sing. 3t

'

T he fourth a nd la..t ~ I~'akt: r was Thomas Da\·is. By this time 1arl::'e
lIu t1llXT~ or t Ill' a ud it' IIIT had ldt thl ' hall,31 Da \·is co m me nced hi,..
a· ma r).;.. b~ an ;tllu~io ll III 111l' ,~t' nt' ra l ft"t'i in~ of oppos it ion whic h tIlt'
illtTtillg- had I'nco lltlt t'rnl fmm lTlany of th e c it lZt:llS and all th l' IWW,\
IJalx' t'" of till' (' ily. II I' said that lhe proprit'ty or impropriely o r suc h
a ,L::ttl1l' r ill.C: \\' ;1 ' a fjuc..t inn lhat was to Iw sn tll'd hy every man in
:1l ("( ,rdaIHT \\ ith Illl' {'()Il\ -idi()n ~ of pri\'ate ju dgments, I n Ihe rl'-

~" I'""'irl,.,,,r f) " i l \' J,q"""I.:{ l k ""·II,I,.., 18i". p, I.
~~'S""N"n "f If"". .-I. C . /1""10,,,. !l t v. (; ro. "1". V ,,)'. Ur I}. A 11"0" ,1/" ,, )',

}/ ,,,, . 'I'IIO/IJ'" 0,1";' ,,,,tf 1Io"I"li"'l< .~d"PltJ "I " .Halin,~ of Cili~ou II t /,} i"
" " " Jidr lla . II. I ., l),o"..",/.;n 'Jd. 18.';~I. "" "l"hr O n tj, iOIl of 'rht f:w ruli" " "f
1,,1"1 IlrOl<'11 (I ',,,,,id,-u...·, Illhtl). 1'. 11. (I f,-u'ln;,rwr n·r,·n",l lu '" Spad,r,]

a" !'""'idn,,,' /l" il ~ ' 1'0,1. :1 ] )"("'11,1,.., lA.i'l. p, 2.
~, fI,il/.

maindcr of hi-, ~1)cTc h J),I\ 'i.. 'I'0ke of hi.. ad m ira tio n fo r BrO\\I1 and
warne d t ho-e w ho too k pa rt in t ilt" IllITt il1 !!: t hat Ihey "<I re lia ble to
th e dlarg:1' t hat t lw~ a n' "lIpponill!!: Ira ito rs a mi uph old in g nu- n
«hom the law -, ha\(' fllndt"lll nl"ll."~~ He n-ralh-d t hat in Rhod e
bla nd a pa rt ~ oppIN· t1I" Ihl' , Iatl" .. romh-mnatiou of .1 1ll.1 11 (T homa..
\\ '. Don ) pnx-lainu-d lilt' 'tah··.. .u riun a-, a ,-jolatioll of the 1.1\\ of
the land and the prim-i pb-, of human Iihnt~, .\1 Ih.· dll....· {If l Ia vi- "
<peer-h tht· follo \\ing pn-ambh- and rc-olurion-, wert- read hv t he
pn:,..idem. and 011 rhe CJ tn-vt ion «f thr-ir ad ••pl i,III fM ......-d unanimo'll' ly:

\\-hn,.a~. J ohn Hro \\ Jl h;IS dUTlful!\ ri..ked hi~ lift, in t-nrh-avor
illt: 10 dt'lin-r Ih"..,· who an' dens-d all ridlt, .. and i-, thiv dav
doomed 10 ~ulTn rh-arh fo, hi, dTort, ill le-half ..f 11\(1", who lIa\";'
110 helper: T lwu -foH',

Resolved. Ihal. \\'hik \\1' 111....1 dn-idl'lily dl';IPI'HWt' till' 1IJ('I!Jot!,
III' adopu-d It> at compli..h hi-, nhjl'l'h, WI . , . in his \\ illint:Il''''~ 10
die in aid of Ih,' en-at CHI'" of human fr...-dom. \\(. 'I ill rccoenizc
the qualitie-, of a 110hll' nature and tln- .'x,'u'i,,· (If a ,pirit \\ hich
true un-n han' ;11\\,,,\,, admired and which hi~lon IIl'\Tr faih to
honor. .

KI'<oOI\Td. rbat his \\Iollg~ arad IX'n ',I\TIIlI'nt" in Ka ll~"'" IXT;J
,iOIWd h, tI](' vioh-n••· and luutalitv of "" ..... who \\t'W intent "II

tilt' propal!:ltion (If ,I;l\"t"l'y ill Ihat ·t('rrilnlY. (-all for", l·harltahk
judl!llll'nt upo" hi~ !'IT''1lI dr"r" in \' irginia 10 1I I1d"n nin(' th.·
d,·..,)Oti'm frotJI \\ hldl Iw h,ltl '\lllt-wd. ;1Ilt! l'Olllllll" IUI hi.. falllik tn
th.· 'Ix"l"ial 'Ylllp;lIh\ ;lIld ;lid of .dl who pit\- ~ lIlfniT11! and ~'-'\"_
l'n'nre ju'l in.. -

R.·,o!n ·d.. , . tha I tlw an{I"(;l\n~ ...·Illill...nt i~ hnotlling rlpt·
for n·solu lt· ;h·lio ll.

Resok ,.d, th,11 WI' find ill lhi, j,·"rI'ul lragl'dy at I1 .u I )('r'~ Ferry
a reasoll for tlH1H' l'anll'~1 droll In n'lI'"\''' Ill(' ('"il of ~Ia"l'n from
Ifw whole land a.. 'l".,'dily' ;ls I",,,ihl,'.... :1'1 .

O n tht' morning f(lll ll\\'i n~ tilt' Pr<L lt 11..11 llU't"ting lhl' ed itor of
lhe Pro\" ide nn ' Dllily Jowl/ ,l l \\ rol l' lh al altht.lt,l:h lh-e 11ll'f't ing \\';l ~

m ilder ami !l' ~ , rx ln' lllc Ih ;lll l h' N ' Iwld in o lhe r ar ea s for si;n i];,r
pllrl'0~l'~. il c" uld h;l\ (. bern a \'o idnl n 'l1l l' k td ~. l ie abu ('onHlw llh 'd
lhat guod order \\a.. oh~t'nn llhl'OlI.l.:h olll . althou gh thl' pr mTed ing"
at l jmes were illler'pnSt,..d wilh hi ~,, ' ~ ;lI1l1 applalJ ~l' . T hl' Pru"idclHT
J)I/i ly I'o i l sla ted that lh e Illl't'l ill,l(' \\;1" " no ind icat ion of lhe senli-

:l~Spud.€" up. "it., 1', :!'I.
a:l lbid., !-J p. 3 1·:;~.
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:". Jan,,', ~t( 'C , rr"' r , Sl"uh C."."l i"a, 20 J"". 18MI, 1<- 11<" Iu Eli, ha R. P Oli n .

South Ki" Il' luw u. K. I. . Eli, h;. R. !'" un ~I SS . l ' ,,;\ .... ,i ly " f Rhod,' 1' [,Il,,1
Lihra ry.

Resolved . that in our opinion it is nnl only propn hu t highly
1I(,("l";,sa ry tha t tllO'" who condemn , ud l opinions. should puhlidy
!'xpn-'s tha t roudcuruntion. ill llldn thalliit' Opillillll' of our people
sho uld not I... mistaken ahroad .at

Elisha R . Put ter , a prominent Ikllllll rut in ' ta te po litics, wa-,

pn·.....·J11 a t the Sout h K in.I::"' loWn nu-e-tinu. 'vum- time lau- in J anua n.
or Fcbruarv. 1860. he rco-ivrd a h-uer (rom J :lIlI("'< :-'lr Cann of
Sou th C a ro lina . :-'(r Carw r w run- :

I ...... from ....-ve-ra] soun·t·, rh .. W'''''IMIM'T nl1l laining an a ccount
of thr- puhlic m...etinc: at Walt·III·ld and I notired the a ble vpccrh
\ OU made in defr -n.....· of lilt' South . TIll'M' various lIlt't' lin~" have
done much more good than i, apparnll o n th.....urfao-. Fur :Ilt hu u£:! l
ou r ultra-pape-rs try to wrill ' thl .....· down. a-, not ("(lfi\·t'yin.t::" th .. till"
...-n...· of po'..pll· [lieJy..t I think thr- Sou thvm mind ic \-.-r: dicabowd
of the impn-s-ion that the ..~ 1Up<lthy for J ohn Brown wa s so uni
ver-al. at [lie) at first \\ t ' wen- led tn hdil'VC'. I know of no better W;I \'

of pn-veuting the- -pn-ad of abolitioninn than the \'1'11' COil""'" you
adopted.F'

At the tim e of Brown 's raid . Rhod e 1..land -t ill ha d her own prob
lem s w ith racia l d iscrimi na tion . W ith the cxcc pnon of the \\'oon
soc ket Pat riot . ewry nc\""p.' (X·f in thr- ..tun- , tronJ.:ly condemned t he
ra id . Moreove r. th e ed ito r (If the '''arft'n T d t'.l! raph cxpresslv stated
that the X orth co nt ributed to th... Soulh',.. "peculiar in-ai nnion" a nd
th at it shou ld n" pc'r t tilt' ri~ llt, o f tht· South.

It would S('cm tha t if Rh odc' 1..land W ;I '" to ex hihit a ny man if.·..ta 
tions of contempt for tht ' South o r 1t':lIlin1.:" in fa \'or of " rown . how 
nTr .slig h t, they wo uld h;l\"(' IXTn ..hm\ tI durin ,1::" " rown \ tr ial. The
Repuhliran Prm 'idenn ' Daily l UUT/IlII. t'xtrnndy caut ious in a\"()id
ing an y co nnntion with Browtl. ft-ehl) u itici lc'd the ha ..le with whidl
thc: trial was condm:tt'd . Fo""" of tht' " ...}llll ....lr kt·t I'a/riot W<l.' the nll l~

Rhode bland ed itor to approach the flTl ing.. or rt·..elllment and
indignat ioll sho wn b~ man y :\orthnn wrill·r... t·ditor.... and ck rgy nw n
in respon.....· to lhe trial and "'C·nt l·1I1T.

Il u rilll: th e month of i\"o\l'rnht'r, "hilt- Brown \\ ;1" awaiting h i,
t·x('('lIlioll. Illo,t ;\.'ort lll'l'll ~Lltl ' S !Jt·.l.!; ;\Il to dl ·\-..Iop "" lIlll' forms o f
adrnirati"ll, s~ l11 pa t hy. or pity fOf' him . ({ hod l' b Lllld n.hihiled SH Il ll'

lt lli Ukodc I ,lflllI l Un /( //OIB /0 l oll II tt rou-n's Uaid [O ctol x-r

nu-nt o f Rhod t' bland. •\ m ajo ril y o f a ll the men who attended ..•
looked upon tht' affair with pi t ~ a nd di s.l::" lb t. a nd som e ... were cvi
tklltl~ acha nu-d of their n'lll p<U1y." 3' The editor furthe r claim ed
thnt nine Ic·nths o f tfu- cit izcn-, of Rhode l-land wo uld repudiate the
rc.... .lu tions.

On 1)1'(Tmlx'r 2. H6~1. rhr- WI.JOllsoc ket Patriot pri nted a n article
in epita ph form. bordered in black , in \\ h ich J ohn Brown was
proclaimed a "ma rtyr for ;1 Principle" a nd a "victim of American
Slaverv." F(" ... t he editor. dcr-larr-d tha t Virginia had gone ha ck
to darker age" for her exam ple a nd jusrificat icn. He further stated
that Brown ', day of cxcrurion W ;I ." observed in a solemn manner in
lllan ~ Ill'ig hhoring tOW I1 ". h ut Rhode l..land had only o ne met·ting
of this na t urc .:S:'

There wa s to ht' one ot her mc ct inc in Rhode 1..land . but this was
not ill com ruemoratjon of Hrown. It \\ ;1$ a meeting of the ci tize ns o f
South K in.gsttm u. hekl .u the F IT'c Church in W akefield o n Decem
hIT 17. 1859. The nwt,t ing wa s hel d so tha t the citizen.. could exprt""S..
the-ir condem na t ion o f t ilt' Ibrplrr·s Fnry rai d and their devo tio n to
"upporting the law .. o f t hr Union. Ik,:,pitC' the poor weat her, there
wa-, a \'(' ry good auendancc by membe rs o f a ll po litical p..rti('$.3.1
The follO\\ing n-..elution... ('xn ' pt the .....-cond. to which there were a
few di .......·n ting \'tl in"i. \\tTt· pa v- ed uuauimou-lv :

({1·" ,ln ·d . that in till" opinio n (If th i.. IIH"Ni ng Iht· latl" a ll t'lllpt of
J ohn IIn l\\ n I" 1·\ t·Ill· ;l n' hdlion in Iht' Sta ll' of \ ·iTJ!:inia . dl·sl'n."('s
lilt" stro:lt;"'''1 [Jir] ...o nd'·lIlIMtio n of il ll pt'an 'abll' ;md law ;abid ing
t·Ifill·m.

Alld . \\ Iwrl·a,. a dlTg- ~ lII a n ha.. Lit..l) in pub lic di~foulV.· ("('Ill_

l': lIn! ti ll' g'lltO\" o f Brown to th., n o..~ o f J.. ..us Ch ri..t and oth.. f<i.

ill di"f o llr,, · am! In tlH' pu h lie jo u rnal .., have end...<\ \'o n·d to {'xcitl'
s)lIIp:lth~ for h im <I.' a IIM!'tyr:

({,·, olved . tha t we l·nu·rI.li n till' I llo~t 1Illqualitlt"t1 ahhOlTel\t'e of
'Ill ' ll inT\'ITent .llltl uIKhri ,tain ~("nt ilTll'nt ",

R l ' ~"kl'(! , tlrat ill Oll r "pin ion tht ' great majo rity of th.. I...op k of
th i.. ( " Wit alld St:ltr' a l" d,· \'o t,·c! to tlw Un ion a nd I'tlll"titu! ioll. ...

.-\ n<l ",h il,' tlH' ' lll' )l" rt" l''' "f Browl) ;11" ( oIlSL.ln tly frolllthe pulpit
aud otlll'r pub/ir' p b ( e" r·.\I" c""illg: thei, "ympathy for this 1lI1scall"d
ma ny I'.

:" I',o~'id"lrr /) ", 1), /'OJI. :j D...-r, ,,h.... 185'/ , 1'. ~ .

:1:' P"lriol. '-J D,n ' mho 1859, p. 2.
~~ .\"tU'po'l .~d.'''lilt " 28 D..n·mb.., 185 9, p . l.
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l OR N lw i/( f \ l l/ nd R ea i tians /1I 10fll1 UIOII' II '\ li aid [0 l101,.,r

fe t> li n~" of Ih i~ na ture ill thr- form of ttu' cditorial-, of t he Prll\ 'iden n '
Dllih.'/ourllIll and the \"ooll ....r ke't Patriot and t he letter from "E. 8 : '
to j ohn Brown The.....· actiou-. hO\\l'\"I'f , wr-rr- o fT .....-t bv t ilt' poor
rt-cr-punn gi\<'Jl 10 l ilt' Revere-nd Trafton'" lcrtun- and lilt' ron
rinurd ...how of ronu-nrpt rew ard Brown in t he ol lu-r Rh od t' I ...la nd

Jl(· \''''papt·~.

O n t ill' dav of Hrm \'Il'" e,c'l lll i"l l 1110"t ~(lrth t'rn "ta tl''' lu-ld mo- t
ing:... in hi" h.uior a nti chu rc h lx-ll-, wr-n- tolled. Rhode I ...lan d held
o~h one ...uch IIlt't'tinJ,:" ;\IId rhi-, \\a" oppo-ed hy <1 11 the nt·w"'papt·J"i.
wilil tlllt" exception. awl hy a ma jority of Iht' c it izen.... III rear-tinn to
t hi ... IlltTtin~ and to "how thei r alkgiaull' Itl the Union, t he citizens
of South 1'\. i ll !-:~lUwn he-ld a mlTt in g: t·, pn>, ... ing t hei r condemnation
of Brrm ll and hi... ra id .

It "t-em ... apparent that R hodr- 1... lan der..... had IIIl rk-..ire: to favor any
form of radicnli-m du ring: rhi.. nitiral pl.-riotl in t h.. nation's hi... rc rv.
Thrrc wa'" no reco rded mention Ilf Joh n Brown O f the ra id in any
"l.,,,... iun-, of the- Gelln;.J ' \~""" mhh in HFJll and IRhU. Thi... doc,..... 1101
-ccm ...u rpri ..ing "inn.' the Republic an ... hada majmity in the- G ener ul
.\ ' .....-mblv and Iht'\ wvn' doin g: their ll llll,,~1 to di", n-dit l jcmoc rat ic
( h"I".1.((·s ~onnT ll illg rlu-ir rOl1lltTtion wit h john Brown.

In lRfiO tlu- radiral or aboluioni...t wilJ~ of th e Rep ubl ican pa rty
wa" "'IK(~~(11 1 in pJOK ing: it... candidate. -"'t·t h Pnch-lford, a wt'a lthy
I' rm 'idcnrc' lll1'rehant ami a W;lflll ad\l K;llt' of ant i...lan·~ ft'fo nns,

un tilt' Rt'puhlif an liekc·t a"lht' ~uhl'm;\t"ri;\ll\olTlillt·t' .;\lt In a ft"cord
\oli n~ c1ntilln J' adclfo rd wa ... tkfl'att'J h~ till' l k mon at ie eamlidalt',
Cn lolll'1 \ \ 'illiam Spra~Ill " R holk 1..land a~ai n rd u.....·d to l'Iu lol"C a
radi cal leader. \\' Iwt lll'r it 1)(' tIll' ca ndid acy of St·t h ]lalklfor d, Iht'
knu l"t·s of Iht· RC'n 'f('ntl :-' Iark T ra fton , or the r;lid of J ohn Bro wn ,
Rhot h- h Lultk (or t ilt" mll~l 1);11'1. rl'f ll'HI 10 a ppron' of any lhing'
\\hil·h mighl p.. , ~iIJ I ~ !t-;ul 1<, till' di~rUpli'11 1 I,f Iht' l ·n i' lII .

:t, Juhn J. T utlU' r . Jr .. " I h.· Rh o<! . ' h land and :\ ;lliullal Ekn ion . .. r 18f,o"
l ' II I'"h1i. l,,·d ~I . \ , Th",is. L'lli",nit, of I{ '- , I"'il , . 1', R.

JOII ~ S~ IITH. T H E ~ IIJ.J. ER . OF PRO\·IDE~C E.

RH ODE I SL\~D

-"'{HIE OF H IS I>ESCE:\D.\:\T S

\\ ' II I U : J OII :-; -"'''ITII T In: ~hLLER i... a Iumiliar figure' 10 tho-e
\ tT'<:d in t ill' (oundin g: of J'rm'idenre l' Iam a tiou -. hi.. t1e"'TJ1d a ll1 "' ,
S;1\e Ih"",' otuliucd in ,\ usl in \ T he (; l'lI ca{o;: iul l D id iO/fary (If
Uhodt' / \( 11111/ , \ haw rarclv 1)t'l' 1I d ear ly ident ified.

The writer ha-, attem pted II) tr ace t lll''oC' descendan ts through Iht'
JlC"fi lK.I \\ he-n t he majllril Yof Smit h.. \\ CfI' ...till resident in Rhod e I... land.
pr im to the migrations to other ... rates . lJnpubli...hrd note" on Smith
Iamilic.. hv t he lute Rev. J anlC's P. Root at The R hode Island H i...torical
-"'lll'it'I\' ,\I'HI data Oil om- J oh n t he M iller line by t hr- Ian- W illiam \\"
<:h''1 ) i~l . a t..." a t thr- H isto rical Sm' iety, have lx-cu a major help in
dl'fining Smit h rclarion-hip-.

Contcmporarv wit h John ttl<' Xl illc r we re John the ~ l a"(m . of
I' w \,idt'IH t' : John of Prudence bland : J uhn of Xe wport ; J ohn of
Bo"'loII and \\'a fwir k, wh o was first president of the Colony in
ll i-J-lI-:>O : Rich a rd of 1'\. in g-.. T own : Chri...ropher of Providcn o- :
I:tI\\ a rd (If KdlOhtlth an d Nc wport ; En ..i!-.'TI Hcn rv of Reh oboth :
John of Dar un outh : J ohn t ilt' Trader, nf K in.c:s Tow n and l\"('\\

;\ II1 "' len b m : and a J ohn of Pro viden ce. called "jumcco John." who
du-el before 16ft') k ,l\ 'ing a "( Ill John of ~ lt'd fidd. ~la"'''''lCh u''('' l h.

Bet au", ~ )fl lt' of thl' de<;('t'nd,111h "l.'Ulnl in Ihe ~"lnlt' eonlln ll ll i t i~ ,lilt!
ohl'n intermarried. lhl' ta ...k of ~'parating dl"'t"cnd"nt.. of John II\('
~ liller hom ullrda lc'll Sm ith ... has lx'l'"n challeng-ill,-\.

Sounl'S ("(lIlsu!tt'd indmk \·ital stat i...t ir s, del'(\,-, prohatt· H·conl ....
(ll lll"t rccords, hmia l reco rds, gt' lIt'a lllgit"s in\'oking a llied fam ilit·s,
and ...o mc fa mi ly p; IJ>tTS. O f p'lrtieu lar va luc ha\ 'c 1)('1" 11 t'a dy I·a.....· ... in
tht' Infer io r Cou rt of Common I'k as, l'rO\ id l"nH' , in \\h it h fdation ·
~hip'" 1I0wht"ft· d .....· to hi: found were c,prt"S.;{'"d ill 1<-gal anions.

Im pct ll'" for tht, ~tlldy famt' from 1'\.l'IlIlt'lh F. )'I'm hn t o n of "'; ;111
Fr;lIlcisco , a di rt'ct de'<ft'llda11l of J ohn t hl'" :-' Iillcr , \\ hO"l.' t' llt hu...ia~1ll
for ~ mil h ,c,t'llea l(Jg~ ... tltnred tt ll" pm cha 'it' of t ht' family ITIlH'\(TY (If
hi... Ren llu tiollan ' \ \ 'ar a fll l·... to r. J alT16 Smit h, in Spragllt" 'ilk .
Rh ode ("' Iand.

lJohn 0 .\u";n. '1 h.. C;.. " rtJloJ;i<tJl Di<';ontJ ' ) 0/ RI... J .. I JltJ" J • • ( .\ Ih;m y,
1ij8, , p, ' I R :! ·'j 8 ~ ,
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t'IR ST t;E NERATIO l"

I JOH N' SMITH, burn in l ;) ~ l ;1 ( p IT~ l lm a h l ~ in En.gla nd ) was of
Dorr-hcsu-r, M assach us eus . when he joined Rog-t'l" \\' ill i am~ and four
ot hers in t he sJlrin~ or summer of 1 l i ~H i to make the first sett lemen t
in Providen ce.

Roger W illia ms sta ted on 17 .NIl\TlTlht'r 11i77: " I conse nted to
J oh n Smit h, Mil ler, at Dorr-hr-stcr ( ba n ished also ) to go wi th mc.:"
T he General Court of M assar hus-us ha d ordered all :3 Septembe r
lti35, "that J oh n Smyth sha llx- -s-nt within th eis 6 weckes out of this
jurisdiccion for dvvcrs dangerous opinions, wch hee holdeth. & hath
dyvulgcd, if in the meane rvmc he removes not himsclfe out of th is

plamacion.t"
J ulm the M iller is recorded as town clerk in 164 1. He ha d d ied

before l fi4 ~ l , fo r ill that year h is widow, Alice, \.,.110 d ied aft er 1650,
a nd her son J ohn , jr.. administrators of the estate of J o hn the Mill er ,
sig-ned articles of agreement wit h the in habitants of P rov idence , T hey
g-a\'e the widow a nd J oh n , jr., exclusive rights to maintain a mill
as long- ;LS they provided satisfactory service ill g rind ing corn for the
to wnsmen.

H enry C. Dorr states:

It was Iortunau- for \ Villia llls that om- of hi , ea rliest 1'0mp;llliollS
was a millwright. So soon a~ Ihey were ahh-, tln- town smen availed
themselves of his ' t'rvices. In H' ·1-6, ( 1st of 1st mo. , ) they made a
g- rant of land to J oh n Smith . in tln- vall ey whr-re the fall s of the
~[omhasmc invited the erection of ti lt' Town Mill. The memory
of his obsolete machinery, ( for breaking lip grain by an operation
similar to that o( ;1 pik driver, ) ha s been pn-sr-rved in the name of
"Sta mpers street." Long before jail or meeting-house. the T own mill
wa s the ea rliest institution of th e Plan ta tions. I t received much
ca ref ul oversight fro m the Town meeting. The miller was to build
a nd repair it at his 0 \ \ n cos t, a nd the town promised to erec t or to
permit 110 othel'. "Townmeeting. Sd. 9m o.. 10,19, agreed thm e\ 'el)'
second a nd fifth day of thr - wee-k shall be for winding of the corn
of th e town." The other da vs wel'( ' thr- mi ller's own . "T he sixn-cnrh
part of e\"('ry bushel (with al lowaur-r- for wavt c according to thl'
c ustoin of th e count ry ] is to Ill' all owed for grind ing ." T he mill fixed

~u hode f $/,,"<1 ll i, loTic,,/ T ra d ,<, nu. 14 ( rrm' i d ~ nn' , 188 1) . p. .13 .
;lRrc",dJ o/Ih, Gon'o n," 'Ill" r om p",,} v f Ih , ,\fl1u",;huulIs /Ja y . IBo'lUll,

[853 ), v. I, p. 159.

ti ll' 1"('lItre of th e town a t the North end, a nd long kept it thr-rt -. . ,.

The po pulation be-carne den sest in its neighbourhood . , . . Sixtv
year.,; la n-r, (O ctober 27, 1705, ) the water po wer which moved th ;'
Town Mill was not y,'t fu lly employed. T he Proprietors tlu-n
g rannd \ 0 John Smith , th e son of th e old miller, and to R ich ard
Arnold. the land next sou th o( th e !!; rist mi ll (or a sawmi ll, wh ich
tI)!'y Wt'rc to build within three yea rs.. , .

During- 0 111' hundn-d and eigh ty years the Town Mill fu lfilled its
office, and W;lS 0111' of th e last me moria ls of primitive times. It wa s
destroyed at last, by the Blacksrom- ca na l, through whi ch some
ovcr-snn guim- r-itizr-us, fondly hoped that th e old locality would
rega in sOllwthing of its primitive importance. T hey gaine-d nothing
hut t"''lJl'ricnc e. T he Town. now that it s orn-e favo rite mill wa s
silenced and deserted , r-ndr-avou rcd to ((·pos'e.'" itsel f of the acre s
wh ich it had granted to the old miller. H i, descendants maintain..d
the-ir posst'ssion with a stu rd y perseverance worthy of th eir ancestor.
During ten yeaN the contes t claimed the a tte-ntion of the courts.
T Ilt' Town gained lIothing hut a heUl'f knowledge of the vagueness
and ina rr- ur ary of its own early grant s a nd records, T Ilt' estate, nnrr
th e most va lua ble in the Pla nta t ions, ended by 1H.·coming: a n inh--ri
tano- equally unprofitable to those who held 01' who sought its
llOsSes,i oTl .1

T im e ha s obliterated the site of t he o ld g rist mill , h ilt it was in the
\'icinity of ~ lill and C harles streets at the falls of the Mcshassuck
R ive r, now a fad ing industrial a rea,

T he town meeting of 2+ ~ Iay 1673 rt-rordr-d the g rant of la nd
made in 16+7 to J oh n Smith, Sr. of "tt-nn a("(11'<; mo r or Lese AI O f

about the place ....-hrr- r thr mill now standet h , sixc Ac ores mo r or Lese
of meddow Licng at the llpea r End of tha t wh ich is Caled the Great
mcddow Oil the sout hwe-aard sid of thr- R iver Called ~ l oshtl,SIICk

six .-\ COl'<; of uu-ddow at tln- plac comonlv Cah-d wainscotc meddow
lit' lng an d heing part of it o n the south side and part of it 'HI 1111'
Korth sid e of the River. " .....,

C ll IUlIU:;S: OF .l m i N I .\ -; ll .-\ Ile r S\ln II:

2 I .10 11:-: 2 S~llT Jl

I I EL1 '--\ H~.T lI ~ Sxrrru m.u'rh-d Shadrru-h Manton of Provi
lI1<- n n C . Durr . "1'1", l' la nti nl': 'llld ( ;, owl h or Pro\' ;d ,>n" O' . .." H}!O"~ /l i t/" J

lli , ' orir" IT rru r, . no . 1.1 ( l' ro \ id ,·m..., 1882 1.1', ,j 9-5:1.
"'T hr f:flTI )' Hr u n " J o f Ihr T " ." , ' 11 of P" JlJid n la . ( POO\ ;t!o- " ...·, [Il'H l, \ . :\ ,

p . 2:1'1 ,
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1)-1 John Smith./ht' .\lilln. of Pracidence [O ctobe r 1% 1 Joh" Smilh. fh,' .\lilla. 0/ I'ff l1'idt ll lf '

d,-on'. son of Edward . I ll' ,,'a., found dead on the road
27 Jan. 1714. and a ju rv returned tIw verdict that he died
nf natural cau'\t·~ . I". \\ ;I S town d erk 1667-68·69· 70, !io('rn·d
3\ depute ill thr- -.;mll" period. and held offil'l'" as 'tlI"\T~'Clr

o f h i{!"h\\3\ ' and n\l 'r -'(" 'I of po or. Ill' W3<' a nX'p•r-r.

Cuu.rau x Of SII\OR\CIl .\ " 11 El.Il\RLTIi / S \ I IT Il ) ~hSTOS :

EDW.\RO ' t .tn ll,n h . 11 1)("(", 16:",8 : d. 14 :\ u~ . 172:l :
III. Elizabeth of .I..hn and Sarah 'Jborruon, "ho d .
aftrr In:\.

'1. .-\ " '" 'Linton Ill. HI S"pL Ifill? Joh n K IT S" , who d.
10 I k e 17(10 . S IlO' d. ill 1728.

:l E U Z.\ I\F.Tll ' tan lOI) Ill . I !lou ry Ecn-n, of T homas and

Ann. who W; I' h. 11 j an. 16"11 and d . 2J 'tar. 1711.
(C; rnndrhikh P II of Shadrnch and El i:r.alM'th a n' named
in ' \ \I,t in's ( : , /il'alo!.;ic{/{ Dict io llary , )

S f: C 0:-: II (; E t" ER A T 10 '"

') J OIt N~ S\ IITH (John l
) t·;lrri .·r1 o n t he gri..t mi ll hu...jm" s inherited

Irmu hi.. ra ther , H I' wa" m ade En~ i .l:(n fJ ;\0\' . 16.')4 . wa~ a ju rym a n
in Ilili l , d t'put y l fi6 ti-7'!. a nd lllwnd(·rk Jfi72 throu.gh 11i76 , In 1682
hi-, honu- wa~ burned bv Ind ia n.." TI ll' tow n records in h i." c u..todv
wr-re- <avcd b~ beinu t hrown inlll Iht ' mi ll pond. il i-, 'aid. and were
Lue-r rescued.

In 16."1:> h{' hmu::lu o r H w.:h l\t: " il two acre:<o f la nd . and It"n ~eaN

bt"r dIC'w Inl 21 in;\ d i, 'i, in n of land, in hi.. falht'r'~ rig ht. L l.nd la id
Hu l to him includcd 'ix atTl"" of Ihc Xcck. abutting ,\rt hur Fen ner.
J oh n J OI\{'" and Shadrach ~Iallt lln , ,i\ ant'S at a place ca lled f\t"w
Brill!.:l·, and 150 acre.. a huttin~ J oh n Brown lip t ht"W("~I rivc r, I)('ing
a p.l rt o f a llwado\\ o r 10" land \\ hidl wa" gra ntl"d to J ohn S m ith Sr.
;Ultl J o h n Smit h J r. h y t ht' 10\\11.

Ilt' m a rr inl SAR AH W tl l l' P t L of Capl. J uh n a lltl Sara h W h ippl. ' ,

"h., \\;1" h . '.! Feh. Jo·}? an d din l a ftn II;S7"
Ii i.. wi ll, m;ll l(' '.!2 Fl' h . 1/;111 ' '.! ;lIId ;Ip pfIJ\T d hy tht' '1''''\'1 COllnc il

'.! .I 1II\(' !l iB'.! , ht'f1IIl 'a lhnl tll wife Sa rah :

... h:llk ti l(' llIill with ~(' ha lf,· of \'1' lan d m'en·. \' iz) tl'll ; IlTI'~ \1 1' 0 11

\( ' frill, & y,. \'all( 'y "IW1('o1l \,. h"",1' "and.,t ll 10 ~ay y" ow' fralfe
or it..\ ud \( ' halkor all \ T b lld & 1llt'adow al \( ' W"'1 Ki\', 'r. n'ad lilll:(
:I~ fal r ,b lh t' 10\\('1 E lld of "illi;lI11 I b ukin\ i~ lIll'adow, &. half,· my
ll w:\t l" " ,ll \,' (; 11'<1 1 IIwado" . So: half, ' 111\' pa rt of y.' S;I\\ mill. &. ~, .

1lI,'ado\\ <It ", ·nS,.- ,," tilt" halh- of it : &: cix ; 11'1' of land III \to ru-ck
~" ha lfc of it : with til<' half,"of yf' hOIl-'( ' &: ~( "I<I , &: •• •tI." TI l<' ha lf,
of a ll which i, .lhm,·II\,·miOlwd I bequeath to my "ift' d ureing her
life , &: ~ e othe-r halfc to 1Il ~ SOIl j ohn Sm ith, S,, : thai at my " if,
d''{T'I-.( ' d, '{ {',I'I' ' I ' med at \\ n l'of.'ol (0 I...· re-ined up 10 11.: di vid e-d
l"(lualh amon~ hi, l>rolher, &: hilllsl'f,' , 10 ,a y into -.(·\t'll p;uts.

.-\];,0 I make- Ill ~ wif.· EX_' '('ulrix & Illy SOli John Exwcutor , III

! ('H · i \t · &: pa~ S\llh ddll' as an- found due. And ah, ' \ \ 1' dr -cr-a-,r - of
Illy wife . the-n yl halfr- which hi, mother IJ(J«st'~1 to fall 10 him Illy
caid '>I'n John.

An d to Illy J) ;l u~h lt ' l Sarrah I ~in' [ourtv M r, of laud : .\ nd 11l~

Ih ughtt' r Ali'T forty An~ which is to hi' laid nut a this side ye
seven mile line. And III lily daughter marv t,'I111 shilli ng_. I gi\', '
likcwisr- to Illy son J oh n ,i\IY acrs of land a l wanv-ot. with t hi-,

provisor . vt hr- ta ke it ~o as not 10 wrong yt· rr-st of h i ~ hn-threu in
~p"ylill~ till' le~t : And ~T remainde r of Illy land rhr-n- to lx- Eq ua lly
dcvidr-d ;U1I01I.1;: hi, ~i\ bn-rh re n. Likewiv- a hund red & forty An ,
at WI' II,col lli<'aduw to 1)(' E{lua lly devidr-d a1l10lH:: Illy se-ve-n sons.
L ikewise fOI I"" Kil;:h h &: a halfr- of Coman to \)(' l-~I ua lly dcsposr-d
of ,HI IOII~ Illy "·'I\... n '"ns wh r-n it r-oms to ht· drawne for by lou or
otl.,·",j,, ·, ,\ lw,,~t'S provided tha t Sarah & .-\ li. t' ha ve theirs fi r-, 1.

'The beque..t' to "on J ohn \H"rC made wit h Ih.' conduion that lit'
fai l not in hein .l:: hel pf ulto his mother in hringin .l:: lip hi.. brorhcrv and
..i-tcrs. "some of them I)('in~ \c~ ~ OIl Il ~, " O:

T he inwlllo~ I"!..t'n h~ J oh n W hip p it'. J r.. ;lItd \ \' iIIia m H o pkin .
tuta lcd C9 0 Is ~d . It i~ iml"rt-..ting to note that tht " gri_t mill hOll......
m 'er it and l"quipnwlll wrrc "alued al C·Hl,1

O n :!I ~la y 170!.1 partilion o r the lantl.. o r J o hn \ \I"rt" madl" 10
-.()IJ" J ohn. J o'-..:.'ph , B.'nj;llll in , W illia m , and E1 i..ha ; ~IlS !- rad anti
Da n iel ha d dinlnol IOIl !-: a hl"r their falhn ,

ClIILDRE:\ Ot· J o tl ~ ' ,,, :\ ,, .... .\11..\1 1 ( " ' 1111' 1' 1.1.) S~IITII :

.\ I JOII:\" S\1I1II

II .... \ lull ·1 S~lITII. d. 1·1 O ,L 172-): 111. l{ill l.lId C I" IIII ')I('" "j

1'lllllll< I' <l lid Elil alwtll CI. ·II I('I \('(', " II') d . 11 0 <'1 . 172:{.

C lIl llJlIl'; :\ ' (If 1{le ll ,\ II IJ -"I'D .~.\R'\ II IS~lnl l ) eU \t~r-;Cf:

"Fkf 1::",11' Ira""l, " Ilk, "I'oll 'n 01 !' roL·i d, ,,u . . ( !'rn" id," u'" , 1R'l l ). \'. h,
I' hU ,

T/b id .,p. i' 1.
-PrO\';dt' !lct' or i~ in"l ,·it,,1 rn 'u,d , .
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S.\It\ ll Clt' Illl' IK" . h . I I X O\·. 1688. S lw is nauu-d in 111" 1
f;l thl'l \ will a~ Sarah .\ ngd I.9 In the COUl1 o f Com
mon P I" 'I ~. Provide·n' 'r-. for the .l Ull( ' te rm. 17,i l ,
El i....II)(" lh C l' ·I1\'·' 1<"' · sur-d John . \n~,·1 1. Pn ,\·id"I I' "l'
nun-Iuuu . for dowor right s in n-al e~ta t " ln-ld hy
.\ Ilgd l. Pus, ihl y this Joh n .\ng" ,·1J W;IS the h usband of
Sara h Cklll"fl{T. and tilt' suit wa-, b rou ght hy ln-r
J,:ra nd lllotlwr. Elizabeth Clcmcucc.!''

2 ~I\RY Clemence, b . 2-4 ~I ay 1689.

:1 .\~ ~f. C I"lIl l'IIU" h. I I Dec 1690. Her 1ll001wr\ will1dt
to danehter ••\ 1lIll' IIrO\, 1\, -. C In. which sum \\as to hi'
1,.(1 in ItI<' ex ec utor ' .. hand -. \\ irh in te-rest to I... paid tu
•\ lInt' u nt il her son. j a m,- App lr -l w, wa-, of ag'·. I f Ill"
d ied . it wa s to gO 10 his viv tr- r, AIlIl Applt·hy.lI l' rovi
delln ' vit a l record- l i~ 1 the deat h of .JalJlC"S .\pp1t'h~

21 1).,(·. 1716 , a nd a I' rovid oncc d eed 9 Dec . li18
id" nli fies A nn as h i- \\ idow. T h e lllarri;l\!"e of .-\1111
.\ " p lt-by and Isaac Brown. hy R ich a rd \\""It'lIIlall ,

Juvt]...-. 29 )1 ,,1. 172·1. a pi't'a rs in PTI ,, ·jd,·nu ' m,lITi;lg,'
n-co rds.

T IIO\ I ... " C I'·IIlt·nn ·. h. 6 .\ug- . 169 :t

-, . \ IIIO M I. CI"III<"III"C. h. -I I k e. 169 :1: 111 . 7 JUlI. ' 171h
john Tbormon. Children recorded w,' n' R It:Il\Rl' .
SH.I'IIt_:" . SOLO\IO:" . » 1:" ,\ 11. j oux , a nd I h :" I f. 1.. 1 ~

I I I .\1.lU:~ S '"TII . h. 166 c, ; d . 19 Fe-b. 17:l.'i 6 : Ill. ( I ) ~ bjor .1 01 m
I k xltT , ,, 'n of ( ;rq ;or)' and Ahigail ( Fullert on) 1)(-XIt·I'.
h . Ii Xn\ '. 16.-)2 : d . 23 :\pr. 1706 ; Ill. ( 2) :\ Feb. 1727
C,,\·. ·ruo r J 'N 'ph J . 'm·k,·s. h . 1656 : d . 17-40. s h" i ..
buried in thr- North Buria l Ground.

C IIIU'RF:" O F .JOII ~ .... NI) i\ L1f:E ( S MIT II) Ih:XH:R : 13

SH .I·II ~ N I)'·XI,·r, b . l :i Apr. 1689: Ill. Su..a llnah \\'h il1Ilk
"r J..... 'Ph ,lIId .-\ Iict' (Smith ) " ·hipple and had .1 011 :".
.1 " "1' 1' 11, C I IIU "I OI'll~: R • .l . :R I::;\Il,-\ I1 . EDW"R~ S, ·" .\:>; .
\, iln I ll. \\'ill i:lI11 Bn>w n : FREELO \ T , who Ill. P. 'h 'l

~ ''''h ~ f :", I)' UN ", rl.' "I Ih ~ T""" 01 P, .n· i d~ "ce .. . (Pruv;d" IH"', I!IOI I. \" , 1to,
p. :ill:?

IO( hi " ;,,,,1 1" '1"'" ;n til!' ell, lud} of lh ~ rlak of th.. SUp<'r;or Court. Pwv;d" IHT,
II"1"10 , 1-:(1 ,1)- UNor rl, of th, T Olt" of P, ovid, ,,ce ... , \'_ 1fl , p. -tl8.
It Puwid rnn' 0,;"; ,,,,1v;I;,1 "....Old, .
13/bi d.

Ra nda ll : and "'.\ lT sTl l.l., \\ hn Ill . Charles Field .
2 .lUfF.."; Ik " I, 'r. h . 22 Fe-b. 16~H :d . 7 :\cw . 17:\ 1. Au-rin's

(;"III'a/lI :!ifal lJ ia uHlar y li..l s hi.. "i fc as Hanna h
wilki nv.n, daueh n-r o f .J tl'\ i a ~ ,HId H a nnah (T yln)
\\"ilk ill'>l 'II. TI IO" D l"'\,"'r family ~"Ilt'al(l~' na nu-s ~l"ry

W hippl,' a ' hi-, " if.· : pll'l, ihly he "a~ twice- married.
H ie r hildn-n \\" 1(' : J O li N , .-\ N:s' L .J.UI I::,.,. f)" .1D.

1I 00' •. "TIt.I.. a nd ) hRC\ D,·x l,·r .

1 .1011:" Dcxn-r, h. 21 CKI. 169 2: d. 29 j um- 1716. H,· was
a "",I I'<lpl<li ll and unmarried .

·1 :\I ...RY J),·" ttT. h . :10 :\ pr. 1611--1 : d. 22 Sq JI. \760 :
Ill . 10 Ik e. 171:\ John .-\ng,'1! Hf J aml's a nd .-\hi~ai l

" " ' 1"' ) .-\ n~dl. whn W:l.S h..~ 01'1 . 169 1 and d .
I I Ft'll. 178"1. TI ...y had : J O Il :" , ].\\Ib , and Alm;.-\ II.
. \n~,·I1.

-, :\ llIti' lI. 1)' ''" I, 'r . h . 26 Ap r. 1696 : Ill. ( I) .-\n hur Fen ner
of .\nhur and ~I ary ( Smith) Fenner. who d . hdort·
172.~ : Ill. ( 2) Eli, ha C-;n '<: 11I' of j a mes and ) Ial) ·
( 1-'0 111... ) Gro·,"n... who was h. .C) AII~ . 1698 . A dauahn-r
I,,· rh.. firvt lIIa ni;I~(' wa ' S "'R.\II Fenner : rhildrr-n b~

tilt" -econd ma rriacc: Eus l1 .... and A IIIG.'I L Greene .
fi S\R,... ll I ),oxlr-r, h . 27 JtllIt' I6~18 : d . 5 Jul~ 1 77 :~ : Ill. J oh n

Coms tock o f S ;U Il Ut·! and El il aht·lh (Arnold) Co m
,,,,,'1.. " Ito W;I~ h . 26 ~ l.lr , 169:\ : d . J an. l7.iO.

7 rIH: II~: 1l' ''\ I'''. b . ·1 .-\ u~ . 1700: d . I i 66: Ill. n Sept.
1716 T homa ' Kilton "f Roh,·1t and B crhia ( Fennr- r ]
K ilton , who \ ' ;lS h . 17 .I<1 n . 1690 : d . I I ~f ay 17-49.
Children w r-r t · FR ~.~. LtJ\ r., J O '; ~_ I ' II , \\"IU. I ,"' ~I . S n : I' II.1::N.

].\ M F:S a nd PIIHIE Ki lton ,
8 A ~ ~ E Ik" It-r , h . (j :-':0\'. 1702; 111 . Hl .J.lI1, 1 72 ,cl J oh n

Hro \\ I1 . and had ~<l ll .1 " 11:-' Bn 'WI I, J r-
~ l :\ I ICE /)" "1r-r , h. I · ~ Orr. 17m ; 111. 10 Fe-h. 172:i William

O ln. 'y or .J ohn ;lI1d Ibdll'l (Coggt'sha ll) Ol m·y.

I V ~ I-\Ry :l S\l lTll . d , 1:1 1"'c,17:17: Ill. A r l hu r F, 'n ll,"r of A lth ur
alld \ I.. hita hl, ' ( \ \";1 1' ·111 1<' 11 ) F ,'n l\. ' I' of I' ro \·id..IlCl', who
d. 2·l :\pr. I n Cl .

(:l lll.l IR ~::s' 01: A R II II I( . \ ~ I> \ hR'· ( S \l rr ll) F I ,N 'I; I :R :

: \ RTl I I· R F " l lI W1 , d . 172:\ : !II. .\ hig;lil Il ('xln of J oh n
al1d ,\ l in' \ Sm ith ) I ),·,It ' r, hi , til"! "'''l..in : , Ill' Ill. (2)
E l i ~ h :l { ; rt" ' I W .



2 ~ [AR.Y Fr-n ne r-, d. 7 O ct . 17,1.; unmarried.
3 J O l i N Fr-nru-r, d. 2·\ Nov. 172.1; m. 1 Nov. 172+ Anwy

Colwell, h. 170:~, dau. of Robr-rr and "tary COh\TII.
T hey had one daughtt'r. :\hRY. h. 20 Apr. 1725. Anu-v
Ill. ( 2) j oseph Thornton.

-l \h:RCY or :\ IARCY Fen ne r, Ill. in Providcnrr- 1:'1 On . 1726
Solomon Rutf'nhn g:. of O hu-yvilh-. J oh n Austin's
Genealogical Dict iona ry records SOil TIlO~IAS and two

daughters. Pro vid enc e vital records list the marriag\"
of Solomo n Brad fo rd of GeTSharn. £ItT., a nd Prisl"jll"
of Bristol to M a ry O wen, widow, daughter of Solomon
and M a ry Rutenlwrg:. 9 Nov . 1769. Miscellaneous
papn,; 011 tilt' O we-n family at T IH' Rh ode Is la nd
H istor ical Society name as third wife of J oseph O wen.
son of J osiah and Polly ( Esu-n] Owen. :\Lu y T ripp.
widow of Anthon}' and daughter of RU(('nl ll'rg-
of Olncyville. J oseph d. 1767. O ne daughter, Ru th .
who ma rried T homas Abhott of Providence, is Ii<ted.

,'j E DW AR D Fenner, d . in 1767; Ill . ( 1) Phebe Ha rton ; lll.

(2) 11 1\ p r. 17211 AIlI}' Thornton . widow of J osiah . arid
daug-hter of Rich a rd Borden. Children wen' E IJ W AIW .

J R., who Ill. ( I) Dinah Pnttr-r-, of Capt. Abel and Ill.

( 2) t voal th ian Colegrove of Stephen : CAPT. ARTlII-R
of F<J irfit'ld , K Y., who Ill. Rachel (Cor p) Wt'stm tt.
widow of Srr-pln-n Westcott and daughter of J ohn
Corp ; J OIIX. who Ill. ( I) Lyd ia n Ca rpenter of I le-zr
kiah, and 111. (2) Ame)' Downing of J oh n. widow of
Roher! Co lwcll: Sn:I'HEx . who m . FraT!("t'< Corp of
Ed wa rd : SARAH. who Ill. Col. J oh n \ Va ((TTJ) <J n ; ALlCE.
who Ill . ( I) Simeon Striven, and TIl . (2) Col. J oh n
\ \' a tt'rlllan as his second wife: ESTHER. who m.
W illiam Corp of Ed ward : :\l AR' ·. wh o tn. W illiam
l iutri ngron and rem oved to 'V iIIiamstown, :\[ ,,__.:
a nd FRI·:EI.O\'E, who Ill. Andn-w Ed monds.

.JO _~ E I' I [ ~ S'I[TII

B J-: X J ' ~ Il N 'I S~Il'lI l. b. ;dltlllt 1/;72

I."'R_' U :1 S\lrJ II . d. ~"u nl.!:

I ) ,\N[I':l.: \ S~IlTJJ . d. yOIllI ,!!:

ELl."'I !.' " Svnrn h. I -t Apr. lfiBn
\\'ILI.I-\\I '1 S\lrJ IT. h. 16112
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[o h n Smith, the M iller. of Providence [OI"tOIX-f SII II'BLJ IL Il L'\G 11\ CO LUl\I ;\!, RHO DE ISLAi\D
by W . E . M l :--; C I1l ~ TOX

D t · l' ~ r t lll ... nt of lI i, to ry, Un i\"l'" u it y Coli"",:.· of Swa ns... ", G Jamorg"n, South W:lI,·.

E~TA H I I S H E Il as soon as scnlemeut permitted. sh ipb uild ing in t he
Ame rica n colonies had be come a major ind ustry by the Amer ica n
Revol ut ion . Abun da n t timber supplies made shipbuilding- cheaper
there than in G rea t Brita in w he re wood w as becoming xrnrrr- and
expensive . By I i75 the re were shi pya rds in all t he c-olonies but t he
main cen tre of the industry was New Engla nd . The statis tics of
co lonia! shipbuilding a rc still unsa tisfactory bu t a welcome beam of
light has bee n shed on t he New England scene by the study of
M assach uset ts shipping I697 - 17 14 recent ly carried out by Professor
a nd M rs. Ba ilyn. ' In their analysis of the cha ng ing pattern of pro
duct ion in these years they sho w tha t whi le the m ai n shipbuilding
cen tre a t th is time was the Bosto n Ba y area, there was a marked
expa nsion of p ro d uct io n in the Narragansett Ba y area where ship
ya rds were to he found a t T aunton, Bristo l, Free town, Swansea, and
Reh o bot h . T aunton, which had bu ilt on ly two vessels of the Massa 
chusetts fleet of 1698. contributed t h irty-eight to the total registered
by the end of 1714 ; t he othe r fou r town s in the region accounted for
ano ther thirty-five. Since the vessels p roduced in these southern ya rds
were co nsiderably la rger tha n a\'Crage , the ir im po rta nce in the ton
nage to t als is greate r t han mere nu mbe rs o f vessels would suggest.
The anTagc size of \Ts..~ds of known to nn age prod uced in T a unt on
was ~G.2 tons, tha t of vessels built in the five N arra ga nsett Ba y towns
was 75.9 tons." How many la rger ws.'I.·ls were bu ilt there after 1714
we do not know but in the half -centu ry before the Re-volution , R hode
Isla nd earned a reputat ion as a bu ilder of shoal-d raft sloo ps and
schooners lip from 20 to 80 tons for tra d ing \"(lyages to the southern
plantations."

Ve ssel s were bu ilt not on ly for colonia l shipowners but also fo r
Brit ish me rch ants. By t he t ime o f the Revolut ion , it ha s lx-rn snid,
a bout a thi rd o f a ll the shipping o f Brit ish rr'gist ry ha d been bu ilt ill
the Am er ica n co lonies, c hie fly in Nrw Engla nd . T here wcrr- two

lfkroard ~od LoU I." B~ i l y o , M flHM hUH" t t , Shippin /;, / 697·/7/-1 . l1 S ta l i, li o, 1
Stud)' (C a ", bI id!t"', ~{~" , ' l li ' rva rd LTni\"l"I>it} P""S', I ~1j9 1.

~ Jbid. , p. 50- 5 1.
3J ohn G. B. HUlch ins. The A mo j({ln M 'I' it im r J"du'l rin an" Pu l:>lir Po/ir y .

/ 789-19/-1 rC arnbrid ..,... , ~fass _ , Ha n. a Id V ni""rsil ~ Prn " 1 ~4t ) , 1', Ijl.
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I:.!O Shi/I/Jllildlllg ill Colonial R lur de I ,/aw/ lU ,'h ll", '" 1961 J Shi/Illui/dillg ill Colonial Rhode l dand 12 1

main 1llt"lhod" by whic h Brit i..h mercha nts obtained colonial-built
..hippi ng. A ronuuuu pra. tk c was, a" Edm und Bur ke tksnilx'd i t . !

for th e merchants of Xl'w Encland to construct ..hips on their 0\~11

accou nt. load them with the prod uce u f the colonv - naval ..teres.
fish, and fi..h-oi l priucipallv - and send them upon a trading \'(Iyagt'
to Spa in, Portugal. or the Mcd ucnancan. H avin g disposed of their
ca rgo, they made what advantuge they cou ld by freight, until suc h
t ime a.s they could ~11 the ves-el herself to advantage. Bru i-h mer
chants cou ld therefore buy colonial H~S,'.cIS offe red for sale in Greal
Britain. But ships were also built on commi.......ion for Brit i..h merchant..
in the American colon irs. T wo ..uch, as the letters whic h follo\\
rk-scribe, were bu ilt for a Bri...tol, England, merch ant , I....."lac Hobhon-c.

During the seven teen th centu ry the Hobhouse family had occupied
themselves as ma riners an d shipwright" at Minchcad in Somerset.
There Isaac W3." horn in 1685, the youngest of four children of j ohn
Hobhou-c and ..\ nne ~laddox, and there he was brought lip. Di rcnl ~

he reached manhood , however, he m ust have succumbed to the
anrartive £lOwe-r of Hri...toJ. fast increasing in importance a." "the
met ropolis of the west of Engla nd ," for he was firmly estab lished
the re by I i23. }l is cornnu- rcial inte rests were almost enrirelv confined
to the triangular trade between England . the west coa-t of .-\fr ira.
a nd either the "'N t Ind ies or the plantat ion colonies. H i... nam e i... to
be found amongst the signator ies to a number of peti tion- sen t b~

Bristol merchants to W hiteha ll between 1720 an d 1755, for exam pk-,
those rela ting to tra tll'" with Vir ginia in 1i23, with Sou th Carolina in
1734 , and with .-\frira in 1739. W hen the new .-\frica Compa ny wa..
founded in 1750, he Ix' came a memocr, Like other Bristol merchan ts
of his tim c, he ha d industrial a~ well as mercantile interests ; he W;L"

a partner in the j oseph Pr rri vall & Cop per Com pan y and in a sug;a r
refine ry at RedditTt-,

T holl,l.:h he was rq ::'anlnl as all em illcllt merch ant , he d id lIut ,
un like ma ny of his fontclTl pu rarie". hold ollieI' in the gO\t'rn nwllt of
Ihe r ity of Bristol, of \~hic h he blTamc a free burge~s ill 17:!4, or in
the StJl:it'l y of .\ l erch' 1I11 Venturr N, (If which he became a nwmher ill
tht, same y t~ <lr. Pos."ibly owing to some physical infirmity, he ..eems to
have shunued p ubl ic lift' to an eXlent remarkable for so eonsiderablr
and enterprising ,I man . Having <Icq uired a very large fort Ul le with

~ .~ c co ~ n l of 'he E~ 'oprQn Sttllrmrnts in A",u;ca (London, 1757 ) .

the hi l;h,-st reputation , hr- rerin..<J [rum bu-i ne,.. about 17'S7 a nd died
unmarried at hi, hou...· in (1\11"('11 Square, Bri..tol. on Febru ary 20,
1763.

Like many eighteenth rr-murv mercha nts he owned or had ...hares
in a number of -hips. Suc h \\ a.. tht· man for "hom vc....-e l-, were built
a t '\"arwirk . Rhodt'" l -Iand, in t ilt' t-arlv 1720... O nly a fragment of
rlu- t'orn~pnmlt-Il((' cOlJ(Trniug thr- hui lding: of the \,t"'''("I....urvive...
T hree !t-W"N d(·alin~ with the fiNt transaction ( together with a fourth
rclarine to a !.UH t ran....lf!ion ) an' prc-ervcd in Bristol. England ,
three in the jdft'rit.... Colknioll in the Centra l Reference Library.
and the fourth in the City An-hives . T he fiNt th ree arc written by
j ohn ~I i r had Chrnrvard. \~ ho \ \ .l-" pn....siblv descended from a
H uguenot family (,f Poitou. Cht..m-vard him-elf married j ea n Bea u
r ham p of Ha rt ford. Counorkur. and had two children. II i., 5011.

j ohn . wa.. baptized in Hart ford on AUglN 5. 17:n , and hi.. daughter,
~[arian ne , on ~I.ut' h :?J. lB4 :). Sh(Jrtl~ afterward". Chenevard
diet! on .-\pril 7, 17].'), aged S6.~ ~Ior(' than a decade earlier hi' had
be en in corrc-pondcno- with I"'aac Hobhou-e of Bri-u.l. England.
Hi.. first letter run ... a" follo\\ ..: II

:\"'\\port Kill",I., l vland H ~I.udl 1722 ':l
~lt .., ..rs l lobhouv-& Co.
Ocn tlenu-n

I .......ru you via 51 Chri ..toplw .... till' 21Iln·.'Il1I"'T 1;1'1 r"I'\' of tln- bargain
made for your snow the Johanna and I had tllO'" honour 10 wrill' you
aga in Iht.. i Fr-hruarv via Bm loll that I would ...-nd 11I'"r 10 ~Ir,..r, Crump
& H as-ell to Barbado-, and th.u I advi-a-d th"1II that ..ln- -hould sail from
hence tln- 26 ~br( h al [arthe-vt hut In 1Il\' ;,onO\\ sill' i-, not finished \"1
'-II I hdil'"n" it will i"" a month l on~("f hd~re -Ill'" ';Iilt", .

I t'ant now and I hl·li."\,, il will 1)(· illlpo"ihl,' for 1111' In perform that
artick in ~'Our gt'm'ral klt,"r h\" "hil'h ,ou ordn lilt· 10 1Il1'ntion in till'
hill of sa]," the s'hart' of t'<\,h m\:!wr hu t i hopi' ttl<' II ll'ntifllling: ttwn"of ill
Iht' aC("(lunl will I)!' ..ati'(;II'lon' to 'Oll ;111.

T hl' ..hip will nl~1 ahout nill) oi thi.. I'ount ry 11l0lKY " hich an" ahout
COOf) ,tt' ding and 1 Illlp" t l ' IlIIlt'un' 111'r ;llu,ul CItiO fn'igh l lbrbad,,..
money (''(fl'pt I tab, tht' fn'ight ,.s p;lid IWI!' to pn'\T nl ;IIlY drawing: 011

VOII . T hi.. will hI'" "lIlfil"it' 11 1 for ill' Ur;lIH"I' if ,,,\I 111;11;.(' ;lIly. y"u may
;llI'l1 tiOlI in llw policy t ill' .;I)lIW .I< ,lI a l1 11 <1 (h\l 'li ..\ rn" ld Illa,ln froll1 the
('nInny of Rhnd.. [slallil to It ll had,,, fur ..Ill' i, huilt al a piatT "alke!

"Charl,·, \\' . It dn l, lfi'I,"r of lIu 1/,,~u~""1 1':",i~"'li"" 10 ..f,nnir" i ;\r w
Ynr k, 18!l.11, II , :J:I'i.h.

"Jdfl"ri... .\t " , XIII, 'l:l 11'1 "" 1,,1t :n,u,oI Kd......"',· Lil,ran , En~ . ) .



' lbid, , :!I .
' .\n"I I\I"r Ih i' I,,1 mn,-l"'lIt finn . L iotll"l !., d,' W,IS "~n l"I"i ''''nl V irgi" i" n nr... .

d,anl and "n,"of Ill<' :\ld,.,l1wn of I h ~ "it, of Brislol."
I'Bk O 1102'1( IIi )h. fl r i" " l R'..-o,d ( l lli ~,' , Coundl Iluu" '. lIri' lol, F. t1I( .

t:u.\"hipuuildill!,; III (;IIIOllilll Rhode hlal1dI~161 ]

Your 1li1"'1 luunhk- se-rvant
J oh n ~I id l ;(d C III"IIt'\ -,lfd

But the l o h f / 11/ 111 wa-, not Ih ,' on ly \"(''>'>(''1 which lI ohhOlN ' obtained
from R hod e b la nd , The final ktu-r, \\ hich sur...in':'O in the Hobhouse
Man uscr ipts rd a t in g to this colony. concerns a simila r transact ion
eight months la ter. Th is umc the kncr. which co ntains information
abo ut th e pro(T,~of shipbuilding it~· lf. rome, fro m Thomas Q ui rck c.!"

a fair wind thaI coruinucd fou r days so this is only to arcompnny a dupli
care of your account , tha t \'011 111;1\ " "f' what hill, I han' drawnc, d"si ring
you to 'g: iw due honour to all them and to believe mo- in sin(:erity
Ge nt lei llen

I<·J~ rr~ri ...s ~h, " X II I , 7 ~•.
liT h... ,hip", middle timh..rs 1"'1"'""",, floor ~nd 101' t im"' ·...

~fr, Icaa.. Hobhouv
Sir .

when I wroll' to ~ou [act I .. a, in hop.... the n 'MeI would have been
launched bdon' thi- time, but t>t'in~ winter tillll' li lt' day's so short and
the weather so had that Wft' art' forced to kr-n-h at a g-ood day "hen \,e
can gill it [to] hand han'in~ hilt Iur- hand, it go on \T~" n-adious so th at
if WC' han' good weather llIay ht' launch'd in a monthcs time but the
weather hl'ing so unscrtain there is no man r-a n h.. sun' when.

Capt Pow~1 is hca rc wai .l;h1in!o:: 10 ", '11 up a vr-sk- a nd i_ likely 10 tartv a
good deal longer for til<' timher is Ill\' J.:I't'akst part of it ~rowill~ in thr
woods yeal which I think IIlU' 1ht.. n 'ry unfi t for 10 pul in ;\ \1',1<" so gn'\'n
\'SIX'liiilIh - co n_idning whal trad. · "he is d,'si ned fo r But it must be so or
nol\t· as 'it is im lXl"siblt' 10 gel stulT Ih at is st'a '-t ' Ill'd , hui ldi ng bt·in.~ so
much in de mand, alld had 1101 W('"(' lIlt'lt wit h t hi~ (rallll' a s we did, must
ha\'e stai d a r()n~idnahk tilll" lon gt'r a nd at l a~1 h.w e taken up with
green stulf. hu t Illy g- n'al<'st comfort i~ th,lt WI' han' nl'ith t' r timb.·r Illlr
p la nk but wh al ha" bt·t' ll t'ult down a tw"l n '- mon th and some Iwo years
whit"h m us t he much fx·Itt'f fol' ·rvis in a ll (";1'>1.·.. than th at whil"h is green

I writ \"ou in m inI' of XO\'t'm l ! , till' 291h lha l if l ilt' futlt x"ksil would
all ow of i't wo uld makt· her half it f""t el" l'I"'!' in tI\l' hold.. th an the fir'1
dill ll'nt iom pUf>;ul'nt to your IIn k rs bUl l ht~ fu tt(l("ks would not allow of
all(l.-e a n ind l or Iwo as sill' was Ilol dl',i llt'u for '0 1I1l1, 1t when she wa,
moulded but wet' made it "hif t to lIlak l, lwr four indll'~ 11Illader. \\'1'1' ;l It'
now shott up to th l' gunilw ha l\' an d if thl' wl'a tl ll" r fa.-o rs us " anno! he
long before , he's olT. ."o hl' i, a, guod a pc("e of wo rk a~ l·\t'r wa~ done in
Am er ica <llld a, likel y a bottom for , a iling. I hope she will , lTlS\\eI" YO\l I
.' xp ,-rtation ill lh ose r{'spI·ttS whi rh , tha t ,,1]('1' IlIay, shall he sole stud dy
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" 'a n \ irk ahho slu- j~ not thouuh t da llg"erDus bv anvbodc hring ill~ her
11I"rt> ~,,·t dw in,urann' t suppm" wit! co« 110 11101'" . -

l concludc in urcat haste
( ;" IlII" lIlt'n

Yo ur 11 10 "'1 hurubh- wrv ant
j ohn ~ l i l " h;II ' 1 ( :h"l wv;ll'd

;' bout 1\\11 \\lTk .. lau-r Cl u-nevard » rou- a second let ter \\ hirh
rept"at .. mo..1 of tilt' inlonnauon co ntained in the fi r-,t. 7

:\""wIXlrl R hod l' Island 29 ~ I a ro ' h 172:1
O wners the J ohan na
G. -m h-nu-n,

I had tI\I' honour to writ .. to ~ou via Bos ton til,.. 11th in-taut to l'I'p"al
vou lJl~ former Il'ul'fS and 10 acquaint ~ou that rlu- , hip and OUb,·1t will
In..1 about COOO which makes about C6Ol1 ..Inlin~ and thaI l ..hall
prnnllt· fnr ln-r- "tx'ut CHiO fre ight 10 Ba rbado- . If \-OU ill'uft, ri-, fit to
nn-nnon on ti ll' chow J oha nna Capt A rn old [rom II;,' t'o l"!l\' of Khnd l'
leland ht"("au'-t· silt· is nOI at Xewpon \\"t. T is not Ihought bv anvbodv
tln-rc is a llY d;lllgrr from Wa n _i, k Ill're but I ,upJ-X"I.· tilt' premium will
not b.. ItIt' hieh-r. I thou~ht ahout J a nua ry last tha t this \I,,'-t '1 had eaih-d
lon~ b.·fon' Ihis l inll' hUI SOIl\l' pe-ople he-re are like vnaile-s ....p. ·t·ially Ill\'
man Irom whom I hought he-r. \ h 't' can't keep hr-r II''' than a month
he-re- I -hall Iwt I,,· abl r- 10 mention your respt.Ttin' shan- in Ill<' hill of
<,;.il... IIn- \_ hnlt- inte-re-st ..f ''\...rvom- wilt nm hi, over aho\"(' ,uffil"it'nt for
all your n"'t" J vhould 1:1<' ~ I Old In hear from E ngla nd Iht' I-JrilT Ilf ou r
goo<k I did nnt rt,C!·in · n llt· kltn, -

J ;U II [in] ,i n, ("rity your most h umble SH\-am
r.,·nt l,·ml ·n

J oh n ~r idl;U'1 Chellt '\ 'ard

I gin' m \ '-t'f\,in" 10 all fr i" nd,
I ~_ro lt' t'lw 20 in't. 10 ~k", r ~ Lyd. , ~ and ~ef\-," all olhn', via D uhl inj)!'"
C ap t J t'l'v i ~

Then tht'fl' i ~ a ga p in ti lt' \llITe"po n dcnrr but a kite r wri llen tw o
m Ollths laIn h rill.L:s Iwtt('f" IlI'WS a nd ,"om pk tes th is epi.;od(' . ~

X ewport 27 ~ Iay 172:1
( )wlln~ th l' Joha nna
Si rs.

I had ti ll' ho nour to wri l" to you abou t till' IBlh in~t II\" till' Joha nn;]
..now ;lnd tilt' 2 1th \'i;] B" 'lon that ~Iw ,ai it'd from Iwnr t' "thl" 221\(1 wilh
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a~ld ran' n.f him who in ~II t'<I , i, \\ hen -in y011 -hall Ihink fill to illlploy
him, n-uuun your ml",t Inithfull humblr- ....-r-vant OJt command .

ThnllM' Quin'kl"~

I Il ("( 'lll pkl l~ though rhi-, l·nrn....pondcncc i". the .....· Iour let h"" (·xp......·
'Ol11e of , t ~(· problems (·oIllW(·t.,·d wit h ..hipping and 'hiphui lding in
Ihe early (·.gh tet·nth (TntU': . For exum pk-. had \\ I'<l II1I'r o r the sho rt
a~r of t jmlx-r co uld delay run-t ruction. l' rofe"-"Or .-\Ihion records thai
t he problem of grecn tim ber...bout which Thomas Q uirckt' was
roncemcd. was a genera l otu-. "Shi ps built to order wne often th row n
IO,I.:I·tht·r in a few month" with any kind of gree n timhn,"'3 T he
com--pondc ncc a lso co ntains rd nl'nce to marine insurance. Clcarh·
Ch( '~l(" 'an~ was a o:au tiOll" pt'!"SOIl determined to cover him-a-lf ag"a in,,'t
pO,,""lhll' mishap 10 th r- sh ip 0 11 hIT maiden \"oyagt~ fro m \\'a rwi(k in
Narraga nSl:'u Ba y to New port . Rhode Island. And then t hnc is
informa t ion about the first tr ad ing "oyage, As 0 11 anmln-r OlTa" ion ill
1 7 ') ' ~ It I I " I' .. ..'. t IC vcsse ca rr u-u re lghl on her first \"uyage not din'nly to
Ln gla nd bu t first to Barbados whnc Crump and H av-ll w('rc Hoh,
hou....··s agcnts. Fro m Bar bados the Johanna probabl v brougt u a
"ar~(J of suga r an ti othe r " "est India n com modities hark 10 England.
Unfonunatclv while there i.~ men tion (If t he cost of the Johlln n~ th ere
is no ment ion of her size. BUI it is pO""' iblc to make an e-nmarc as \\('
kilo.... that . during the Colonial period. p rice- of \"('.,-.('1" built in Xon h
,\ nlt'rk a generally ranged h,: t .... er-n £3 and £4 Pt.'f 1U1l,1:> So the
[ ohan na w a~ p robahly a , ·("....d of Il(" t....een 150 and 200 tollS. hu rt llC'n.

Th is corrbfxmdence lea\'(~s the la rger g-encral qU~lioTls. tlna n
~\\t·red. How many shi ps were bu ilt in Rhode h la nd for Brit ish
nwrch,lnts lX"fure the Revolution ? H ow import ant was Warw ick as
a shiphuild ing ce nter? Was Ihen: a boom in "hi pbllildin~ in Rh od e
h tllld in t he early I72Os, a'S thDe lellers sugges t?

, ' ~~mh"hh' ~ :a pl . Tboma' Q"i r~(' who wa . ma ,t... of Ih.. Rri, ."l , hip J"m",,,,
In 17,10. S,'" f.. £)o" " OI n. DOr!.o'unl' //[,"1'"1;''' "/ I", 1I;1/" ' }' 0/ , " , SI ,,,, , T ",d ,
I" Amnii" (Wa , hin!i:'to n . D. C ., C""ll'gil' l "' t il ul<', 19:1Il· 35 ) 11,..-428 " nd
IV , 12'1, I" n , ' ,

t.1R. C; ,. Alh.iol>, /':QU f ! l "",I S'npot' .... '1'", ·l'i",b ... P tObl, m "lllu /I"p" X,,,, ,\ .
1r;,~::J8/'] ("unbrrd g,', M ,,, , .. I b" al d Ul1 ivrrsil~ Pr, ss, lntil , !,. 211i,

S,.,' •. for ,xa'."I?k, ltf} TII~ T"/f/' 01 n' ill "/ in Ill, /8/" C"'/''' )' ( Il, ;, tnl
R,·,'" rd. So,.w t)', X X. 1~5 7 ), p. 'n·l0' wI",,,· a fUrlhn rXTrOICI from th , I I" bh" " "
!" II"n IS prlnt ed. 1 h..,e kit.... <conn',n .h.. F.i,,,d,!Jip . which w", buil l ,1( R,," un
ltl 1722 ilnd rnad .. her rnaiden \"oyaM'· lu B.uu"d.., in 172 3 . '

I ~ Uu lchin., op. .-il., p . 153.

b y BII;~OFOII;D f . Sw.\ S

W il E::" I .... role Illy hiograph~ of G(('~o,:' Dexter .' the proeenitor
of the Dexter famil y of R hode Island . World Wa r II .... a" <rill in
progres." and to a-k any Englishman 10 do rc-earrh for me in that
country a t thai lime v'cmcd an un....arrantcd impo-ition . (:on",·
quem lv. for m~ stau-men ts about t he birth date ant! birthplace til
Dext er I had to rdy Oil data glea ned from the publi-hcd researcIll"
of genealogist- in thi s cou nuv. T hese revealed d i-crcpaucie-, whic-h
co uld nol lx- rcronrik-d and be cau se no ne of t ilt' fil1(lin~ ....a" doni
merited in any way I w as Iorred 10 choose ra ther a rhil~a rih among
t hem - a sort of gl'llt'alogy by ma jor ity vote. T he result lIf m y poll
wa s. that Dexter wa" probably horn in Olnev, in tbc couu tv of
Buc kingham -hire. in Ilil O , ~

Evidence ha" n '('('11I Iy ronu- to light that wlu-n Grl'gor y D ex te-r
wa s apprentio-d tn Elizabeth Alldc in Lond on in I fi : ~ ~ to h-am t hl'
printer' s trade. h i" "illag l' of origi n wa s listed as Old. in th r- rountv of
Nort hampton-hire, where his fat her, Gregory. wa" a ~('(lman. Thi-,
evidence indic a tes t ha i it m ight prm 'C profi table 10 -cck eit hl'r a
reco rd of G rego rv Ik xle r's birth or baptism in t ht, pa ri-h rerord-,
of O ld ,

Ea rly Ia-t yrar D. F. ~fc Kcnz ie published a n article r-nrirled " ,\
Li..t of Printers' Apprent ices. 1605 - 1640" ill the I~HiO volume of
S tudies ill !libfio.!!Taph )'. Papers of the Rib/io/:. Ttlphi/lll Sm id.r of th .·
t'nil'f'u it .r of , .iT.~;" i(I,J Workin.':: wilh two hithrnn unprinted man u·
<oe rip t "olum,'" in tilt' (('cords uf t he Stationer; Compan~ of Lo ndoll.
the Rcgi"w r of .-\ pp n' n tic("S. 1605- 1666 . an d ti lt' Rt'gi, tt'f (Jf FnTm('Il.
160:,-1704- . lit' w m pikd h i~ lisl of app rr lllitt..... gi"ing thl' ('''''''ntial
fa rts of t he ir appn-lIIit't'"h ip a~reemrnt... a nd (Trtai;l o lh"r data .
~lcKen / i t> makes (; n 'go,: Dnlt' r Xo. U in hi." li..t. alltl n·,·on l" Iha l
lit' was apprem icnlltl E1 iza lx'lh .-\ltd t'. \\itlow of EtI\\ a n l, on :\Ian h
12, l 6:>::!. fo r a It'rlll tlf t'igh t yea N.

.\ 1, Kt'n, it' a l"-l' ,Idd" fnfln tl\l' r('co rds t Ill' inf, ,rll1a li"n that (;1"1' /':" 1"\

wa s tlU' son of en'gor y Ik xtt.'f. ~ t·" lll a n. a lld th ,tl hi" tOIl II ,,]' \'illag,l'
and ('OIJ1lt y of origin W , IS Ol d. ~tl rt halllptn ll "h i rT ,

l Rradford F. SWiln, r.'r ~ "1)' ll",'l n " / f .o tld"" iIl,d .\'~" "" ~f,,,"/ /l i/ll.f711I1,
I Rod ...",·" 1\ Y ,. 1'/'1" ) .
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126 A Note on Gregory Dexter [O ctober j\U TES

XO\\' th is docs nut Ilt'('essaril y mean that Gregory Dexter was horn
in Old ; to be precise. it nu-n-lv means that this was his home yilla ~('

ill 1632. But th e supposition can he mad e, however, that his fath~:r.
be ing a yenman. m ight well have resided there for some tim e. perhaps
all h is lire. as yeomen were not pro ne to move ab out. Furthermore.
altho ugh O hu-v, hy tradit ion Dexter's birt hplace, was no grea t di -.
tnnrc away a(T()~S the cOllnty line in Buckinghamshi rc. the names Old
an d Ol ney arc some what similar. and it is particularly interest ing
th at seve ral genealogists. whe n sta ting th at Dexter was born in Olncv.
make the mistake of pla ,ing Olney in Northamptonshire. .

Thne seems no good reason to believe that an y mistake wa s made
in ente ri ng Old as t he villa ge of origin in the apprenticeship records.
For instance. Rich anl Duhon, who succeed ed to ~ Irs. Allde's business
a nd then entered a partnership with Dexter. had two apprentices
who se \'illage of origin was listed as Ould .~

This variant spelling calls for a h it of explanation. O ld seems to
ha ve been spelled about as many d ifferent ways as it is possible for a
three-leiter place-name to be spelled. I t i~ somet imes spelled Wold .
and at one t ime th e names Old and ' \ 'old were apparent ly used inter.
cha ngea hly. I t is also ~pell l ·d Q uid and \\'ould, Wowld and \\'owlde.
It i~ giyen as Old on the map in R oad Atlm of Great Britainl .1 M iles
10 J 11I t"l1, a current reference work , hut in the S urvey Ga zett eer of
I}, (' British: I des hy j ohn Bartholomew (the 9th ed ition, including a
Slllllllla ry of the 195 1 cen sus) it is given as " O ld. or w old," a parish
a nd Yillage in Northampronsh irc. T his work sta tes that the parish
comains 2.076 acres, has a populat ion of 300, and that the villa ge is
seven m iles sout hwes t of Kettering, the nearest town of any size. In
Dextn 's t ime, ' \ 'owlde was a pari sh in Orlinghury H und red , and
O rlingbmr was th e prin cipal nearby town. The Su n 'er Gazet teer
n-vr-a ls that Orfinc burv has d imini shed in size and is now slightly
k-xs populous than Old .

II is q uite interest ing th at Elizabeth Allde an d Rk halll Oulmn .
lu-r ~ Ilne"()r. sho uld haw train ed three apprentices, all [mrn Old ,

O])\i ()usl ~' a ca refu l searc h should he made in the parish IT,ord~ of
Old, no t ou ly to sl'e if rhi-, wa~ the birthplace of Gregor y Dexter hu t
also to see what connec tion. if an y. rxis tr-d between th is o1J~c u re

S or thamptonshire villa.ge and a prominent I.ondon prin ting hon-e.

~ TIH" s,' " n' ~Id"; .· n l i , · ., :-<" . -t2J, 'V illi" ", I" " " . "'" of Ed ",,,,,J, ~"lld"",,,n_ a nd
No, -12-1. Roh." I J '·nHi, ,,,, . 'on (Of T homa, _'T"m,,,,,

:\I r , an d :\Irs . Xlonahon attended the tw cnt v-fir-a annual !lleetill g
of the Anu-rir-an .\ ~~nc ia t ion for Stalt~ and Local H istory held ill
San Francisco Irom Au,gust 29 th rough Se ptember 1, T h is group.
compri-cd ma inlv of directors and tr ustees of hixtorit-al societies. CO []

cr rns itself st'r iousl ~ with the solutio n of their problems. It i~ suPill)r!n l
by roya lties deri ved from the publ icati on of A merican ll eritug e and
giw s gra nts-in-ai d tu students working in the field of local hi-mrv.
The pro~ram of the conference cen tered about the specia l feature of
th e folk image of the West and of the Civil War. There wert: also
pract ical panel diw-ussious concerning problem- of llrga llization .
maintenance. and management of historica l ~oc i et y libraries. th e role
of local county socictics. an d of the preservation of bu ild ings and sites
of histor ical interest. .:\ most inspi ring discussion r-a mo uut of the
dc-eriprion of work don e in j unior H istor ical So, iet ie ~ by rTpn '~e n t a 

lin's from T exas. Ill inois. \\' isrollsin. a nd Colorad o. where J unior
groups ex ist.

T he M on abons also made several stops at western and Canad ian
museums, historical SlK i(, ties. restored buildings and hi-tnric si l e~ .

* * *

" ·ith the as~i s t illHT of a grant from the American I'h ilosoph i"id
Society Dr. j acques ~1. Downs has spellt the summer \\ or kin,e: nn the
( :arringtoll Papers. all ou tsta nding collection relating to the America II

trade with the Far East during th e first half of the nineteen th ccnturv .
Edward Carrington ( 1 775. 1 84:~), a nat ive of New H aven.

Connecticut . came to Providence at an early age a nd I'm ha rked on
a nu-rr-antilc career in the em ploy of Samuel Hurler and Com pany.
In IB02 he went to Ca nton . C hina. where he la id the foun dation (If
the great for tune which he later accum ulated . \\'hi lc in Canton 1]('
sl'rw d fur seve-ral years as Un ited States Consul.

Ca rringt on returned to Providence in 111 11 an d after the \'",n' "f
I H]:! h"Tall w out' of the most succes-Jul men-haut-, in the nllllltry,
At om- t ime he w a- , the owne r of twent y-six \Tsseb engaged in world
wide commerc e, He was also active in text ile man uf.u turin g. W i1 ~

prr-sidr-nr of th e Blackston e Canal Company. and served severa l terms
in the Rhode Island General Assembly.
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I h . I ) U WIlS lia" arran,gt'd and cla-,..ilit'd a large part of tilt' culh-r tiun
ami plan" 10 continue the work nex t yt·ar.

l :..!B I(ktohtT and storm window s. Thr- c1 1T1~ on the So<'iety'.. ~roll lld~ ha n " lx-en
treated with ( :a rnlate 01 " a prot ect ion a,gain,a the Dut r h elm di......a....-.

• • •

• ••
.\11'. j oh n H . \\'ell-, \\ho ha .. \'uhmt;lri ly undertake n the ilUkxin!.:

of lIMllYhooks MId manu....-npr-, in the S(M·icty '.. Iibra rv, inclu ding rhc
lR;>O and t he ISilO fed era l n·INI"t·.. of Rhode Island . is now iruk xing
the IHfi5 Rhode b land l-C II ~U S . Several of the works whic h Ill' has
inrb-xr-d han ' IlI.' t·1\ re produced all micro-a rds and thus made ava il
able to other lib ra ries.

• ••
" 'I'mldl 1>, ( ;arrt·tt . a",i..lam ed itm of the Ada m.. Papers at the

~Ia ....ar hu-etts Hist orica l Society, has IK'('n t' ng;t,ged to prqMre for
puhlicatinn in hook form lilt' "Catalog of the Rhod e bland H isto rica l
SOI'il"t y Fu rn iture Coiled ion " by Ral ph E. Carpenter. j r., wh ich
;IPIM'a n' d in Il hodc l slasui Ll istorv frum October. 195:'). to J anuary
1960 . Ik .....Tipt ifllls will 1)(' mater ially' ex panded and a num ber of
picc e.. rece ivr-d siuc e 1~I{i{l \ \ illbe added. Publicutjon of the volume i..
planne-d for nex t ~prin~.

• ••
ALtlI H , R«....-nu... a Brown Uni\TNity student em ployed hy the

Sllci l't~ duri ng tlu- summer, hOI" listed nndIabek-d all of the printings
...to n-d in bins on t he Iounh fl oor of J ohn Brow n House. The bi ns
han- lx-cn numb -red a nd the task of find ing and ret urning the print 
ill~s has ber-n grt'" t1y simplified.

• • •
\ Vul k dom- 01\ J ohn Blo wn I[ tH! ....• during tlu- summer inc-luded

pa intin .1{ all of tlu- tr im. repainting the side doo rs tilt- red in..read of
blac k. a nd ((·IlIO\ in !.: t he paint from the front gate in order ton-..tore
its natural mahog.my 1'0101'. B~ w inter allof the wimlow s in tlu- main
part uf the house will han ' been cove red wit h combinanon ...... n-ens

~ I T' . Law rence E. T i11('\ hns IK'I 'n t'nga ,;:cd I" the SOt il'IY to a....i"l
in lhe library, tak in,;: th t' ,;lan.' of ~ I f"l . Frank lI"nllan d . whn n ...ign('(!
the fir- t of thl' \('011' b-r-a n....• of illnc«.

~ l i"" lk' l1n li; ta j oh n-on ca me to t ilt' SOlie l\ in JUlU' ;1" part-tim,'
hno kkcept'r , "P...nding t w o days rnrh WITk in the ollin' on the
....-cond floor.

~ I N. Edit h I've . sccrctarv on the first floor , wa.. taken ill in Jlily
hut i.. cxperu-d 10 ret ur n in O ctobe r.
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.\I p;. Arnold Hirsch
P'''''I ,,,,krl , R. I.

.\11'. Richard Hub ba rd Howland
\\' a,h inl:to n, D. C.

.\I rs. j nmc-, .\ 1. Kibcrd

.\11'. Ric hard Lcwis. S1'.

.\( n; . R ichard Lc wi.., Sr .

M rs. Glady" .\laxwdl
J a<'hon " "i ll' hh , :\',...... YOlk

.\ If". Ro lM,rt F. Oldrnixnn
fl:, rr inll'lOn, R.I ,

.\11''', J. Wilbur Rikl'f

.\11'. Hen rv I.. S,\\'a ~I' , Jr.
Priu, ,·w lI. :"<n.' J n w )

.\I f". Eli/ atwl h :\. S('l1 ~

.\I i"" Loui..r Smith
{:h"rlott"" ' ilk , \ ' iril'inia

.\11'. Amold Smith
(:h" rlott ,·",ilk, \ ' i r l!'inia

.\ 11"". Juliu.. S toll , Jr.

.\1 i,.. Hope W ill;"
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