Davy Was HERE!

Colonel Crockett thought he was going to
be seasick off Point Judith but on that
score the frontiersman was disappointed

BY HEMRY H. SMITH

N SUNDAY, May 4, 180, there arrived in

Providenze a wislior who, while he diéw &

rousing weloome on the occhsion, weuld, it
gan be sabil withomt fear o coptradiction, de sub-
santially bever today. In fagi. one shuddacs to pic.
tore haw mach better.

To get right 1o the polnl, this viaitor was none
wther than ihat certaim member of Congress [ram
Tenmeasee, ihat Imdign ghior, backwaods sireng boy
and iromtier wil—Cnlongl Dovid Grockhett

Yes, boys, girls ancd onher wearers of the coan
skin cap hereabouls, there yom have it, Davy Crock-
et star of TV and seroen, wan onge in Providesce

The Providence Bepublican Herald. n semi-weik-
ly, sarriml the Tollowing notice of the evenl kn la
lanne of May &, 183

“Dawid Crogkett="Tlds [amous perscnage who s
a member of Congreas from Tenmessee, arrived here
om Sunday in the steamboat, licaton, lrom Hew York,
Or hia arcival, the loumgers on ke wharl set up n
skt in the hope that they showld get a viwmp speech
trom the Teameisee hunler—bal bs oppears 1o have

= thad a higher venefation fof sdcred Thifge ihan Megairi,
Webaier amd Sargesni, who ditl nod besltaie to prolane
the Sabbath, on a recemi oceasbon, n Baliimore, by
dalivecing a political haraingus Lo u mab assembled In
ihe sirests”

Dawy’s stay in Providemce was short. He was in
a hurry o make i to Boston. For that reasom, lotal
coverage of the event waa depressingly scamty, The
Previdesce Jeurnal of May 5 @34, had the follewing
to aay and linile elwe:

=He was received a1 the wharl with thres haarty
cheers by the msemblel milkitiils wha erawiled the
landing en the frst apprarance of the boat Im the
river, He procesded immediately in the siage to
Beowson, An far s one may jmige irom external ap-
pratanss, for we had mot the pleasure of hearing the
Colonel speak, we resdily subscribe 1o the sbave re-
marks of ihe Leng Isfesd Sear.” '

Swch was the povarty of locnl jowrnaliam st the
timve that we oow have to depend upon the impres-
sions reccived in Long Ialamd e cower impreowicons
reepived im Bhale [land, In amy case, the Star man
wiln quolad “gbave" an Tallewn:

“He in & fne, hale booking mam, brim full of
henesty and good.natured waggery. He speaks with-
ot the least coneealmeny om abe subject of all his
paliticsl views amil agis. He @ ro Jaskson man—no
“man worshipper.”™

Our origingd iafermaiion abowl ihis momentows
event in early Khode Istand TY history cama Trom
Albert E. Lownes, n Prowidence tgxtlle exeputive amil
ook cellectar, Mr. Lownes has a seven-year-ald son,
Richard=—a Crockeii iman from head o tos &id dig
Jackson mam, ebther.  Wichard, of couwrse, has been

.
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u‘ll:l'u; Davy Croehetl ever since Walt Disnay firat
puwt the Tenneasee humiter on TV. This réminded Mr.
Lowies that, among his books, ke had one by Davy
He searched arownd sl fowand it along with Davy's
own description of his visit 10 Rhade Taland,

Mr. Lownes, president of the Souih Comnty Muo-
weuilti, Femamberad another piece of Crockettiane fo
show Fichard, Beiwess 1835 and 1839, either Davy
o his heirs published ihe popular Davy Croskhert
Almassc. The musrim owns oon of them, A [esture
of the Crockett almanaes was the twall stories they
comtais, the kind of backwaods lore with which Davy
muls such a Wit in Bis pelitical speeches. They are
among the earliest emamples of Bachwesds il tale
talling sl becmiise of theps the almanats mre re-
gorded as having considerabls literary lmpariancs.
The Fowlh County almanaz, for the year 1837, will be
om exhibition when the mussum opems arsund Memo.
rial Day.

Back to Davy's book, howsver, Right om the
tithe page is an esplankticn of hew Crocketl, then 48
yoirs abd, kappercd 0 come to Rhode lslapd, The
book is titled As Account of Cal. Crockett's Tomr fo
the Nereh and Down East,

“Hiz object.” it says further, “being o txeming
the grand ing Liliah af the coun-
teyi amd alis to find cat the condition of ite liters-
turg ard maraki, the exktent of its commerce, asd the
praciical oparation of “The Experiment.’™ This s
refers 6 o comtempornry political ceniraversy mnd
nged mal igarn ua.

HAT doses concern ma |8 Devy’s impresibons of
Hhode lelpnd which begis on page 56 af the

Acegint. DI His approsch to Hhode leland, he
wrote!

“We wint on very plesssnily 16l nighty and the
capiain sald me, I | would ring nt daylghe, we would
be out of sight of lenl S5 1 went to bed, sl rose
an soon ns 1 coubd see. | walkesd ocuf an deck, and
wure emough, there was wot land 10 be seen. 'We were
coming mear Point Juba, & place where, the caplaln
informed me, people on bodrd was wveiy ollen ses-
wick. So T o0 mysell down Tor a case: but was dis-
appeinted: it was quite calm, and a elear fme morn-
ingi amid whan the awn rose, |t come up Blke o ball of
Bire oui of ihe water, aml looked. Tor all the warkd,
ns il 01 beed beem made Tor the frsa time.  We weni
rouml Point Jula, aned kept in sight ol langd om our
teft Band “Thers was very linile timber to be ssen;
the whole coaniey pppgared 190 be loid ofl in Gelda,
divided by sone leneen. These were o great curisaily
b mars and | eemld ot kelp thinking that their catile
muwt e well schoobed Berer for one of my cowa
would pitch over a doren sach fewoes, withomt liring
her Lail,

"We went by the grent fort ai ihe Naragnssi
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s ssgariibious Vigks uih ss b Bizakr,

DAVY CROCKETT in his prima: Stesl emgraving
faces title page in the “Account, Woadeuh be-
low and on facing page (Husirate the frontier
taled leamm of them ‘tall'l in the Almasae. [t
will ba on erhibition af South Coumty Muteum.

bay, and landed af Mewpert o & shert Ume From
ihence we (ool our way again to Providence. There 1
migk o lurge sumber of the citizens, They chesred. mae
on my arfivel, snd wamied me fto sty and partake
of o dinser with them: I declined, amd tcak my seat
in the [ast stage. The driver was ordered 1o go
abwad; and sere ensugh, he did. It was losiy eniles 18
Bostor, asd we ran it down in four bours™ :

Crocheil epent asveral daye in Boiton snd was
enterinlned lovishly. By the ensl of that time, ke wm
able 1a Torm clegrer Judgmemts of Mew England than
hwd beem possible whan he ercived at Providence.
Thess b pul iste words which formed part of &
speach made toward the end of his Bowion wisle.
Addressing o Bowton amdience ke said:

“We have always been taught to leok upon the
people af New England as 3 asifish, cunning el ol
Fellows, fhat wae fed om [ox sars end thietle taps:
that out their wisdom-teeih a3 soon a3 they were
Lornl Ehal mide méncy by theic wite, and held an to
it by mator; ikat called cheatery moth-wit; that himg
anto potitical power becavse they bad nambersi that
raksed wp manmiseiures ta keep down the South amd
West; and, in fect had s mach of the devll in all
their machinery, that they would nefther lead ror
driwe, mpiess tha load was geing into ibelr cwn cribe.
But 1 sasure you, gentleman, | begin to think dil-
ferent of yow, and 1 think 1 aee a good meny good
rimmens for so doing.

“1 dom't mean that because | aatl your bread and
dfimk pour lbquor, ihai [ leel po, Ho: thai dos'i make
g ser clearer than 1 did, Bo s your haklts, amd
mamners, and customs: pour Endusiry: year proud,
independent wpiriis; your kanging om to the eternal
primciples of right snd wreng; your liberallly in
preaperity. and your patlence when yoo are ground
down by Ieglilation, which, inatesd of crushing yos,
whels your inveation to atrikce a path without & blaize
an a tree o gulde you: and above all, vour never
Ill_'|ll denthless grip 1o &F glorisas constitution.”

Davy, it is plaln, besi spenke for himeel! in re.
comnting hin wlsii 16 Hhode Tsland.
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