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3.\

The Ku Klux Klan In Rhode Island

By almost ally mea su re. th e twi-nnes Well' eventful
years in Rhodt' Island . Iu uma nons of nat ional
unrest ge nera u-d by post -world \VaT I emotiona l
collapse. as well as economic apprehe nsion s
origi nari ng in a sharp postwar If'ct's\ion , sw irJrtI
arou nd rhe stare' s citin'lls . The IIW;t'U ILIlg" rlaim s
for rondurt stem ming from nationa l prohib ition
coupled with uneven performa nce of Rhode
Isla nd ' s texti le industr ies surdy stra ined peopk 's
confidence in m t't'tin g ne w way s. With in th e sta te.
prolonged sk irmis hing be-tween e m reuc hed Re­
publ icans and eH 'T hopef ul De lllonab Iertilized a
poliucal ant'a,gt' aheadv seede-d wit h mischief.
In to this di sturbing" envrmn me n r was thrust still
another upsett ing p henomenon , the Ku Klux
Klan .

Al tho ug h men tion of 1920 awakens nostal gic
memor ies of the Cha rles ton a nd fla p pers wearillR
ringlers and eye makeup. one of the less welcome
characteristics of the Roar in g Twenrie-, was the
erm-rgenre into na tiona l pro rn menr t' o f a re­
awakened , up- to-date version of the Klan .

The firs t Ku Klux Kla n was a cla ndes tine
mo vemen t a lmost cnurelv co n fined 10 the states o f
the fo rm er Confederarv between th e end of th e
Civil War a nd th t, turn o f rhe twentieth r eru urv.
It had as irs major r ha ra cu-ris tic th e exa ha non of
white su p remac y and hence was violer u lv anti ­
:".:eg:ro in hoth its r hetorir and pract ice, T he
second Kla n wa s l ar~el y th e creat io n of William
j. Simmons, who recstabfi shcd th e mas ked o rder
a t Stone Moun ta in out side Atlan ta in 19)5.
S im mons' spirit ua l off sprin g lan g u ish ed unt il
1920, when the promoti ve ta lents of Edward Y,

·P t () fe~ ~or SOlid i j, , ha it Ol,HJ " f the de partment of
history at Rhode Island Cdlt1;"f'.

b.... N orman It". Sm ith»

Cl ar ke and Mr s. Elilabt,th Ty ler mereed to give
th e n-r-o ncrnuted Klan na tional promi nence. '

It is sing u la r that so Iitt le- is k no wn r-ven no ....'
of rhe movement wh ich p ro vided such ex u-ns rve
newspa pel (Upy , even if il did no t indeed I't'P­

n-ser u that th rea t to democranc process a l leged bv
it s ni tics. There is <IS yet no svstema uc- treatmeru
o f the Klan in New Eng la nd. The half-dozen
ho o ks 011 va rio liS auribuu-v of the Klan provide
few clues and k 55 eviden(e o f i ts existence in
Rhod e l vlaud . Even 50 , they for m a bac kdrop for
pur su in g the secretive and furt ive Klan nu-mber
thro ugh the pages o f thi s sla le's h islo ry.2

Wh a t d id th e Klan look li ke III one of the most
hcavilv ur ba n , industr ial , Ro m an Cat holic and
for eig n -horn popu la tion s in th e Uni ted States?
The following IS a n atlempt to delineare some
Ieamres o f Rhode Island ' s cou rtship of th e Klan
fift y yt'a rs ago, based -c-as one co ll eag ut' ha s put
it-"on th e shadow of suhstanre." Direct evidence
is sca nt indeed, co nfine d 10 a p iti fu lly sma ll cache
of Kla n ma ter ia ls. Corrobora tion derives from a
reflec tion of Klan <K tivity in the medi a o f the da y,
a few [rt tervi ewv, a nd the o fficia l records. wnfun
suc h co n fini ng circ umstanr-ev nne ma y <It best
esta blish b road ly th e bounda ries o f wha t a nd
whe n , a nd in less sausfactorv fash ion examine the
who a nd why of the Klan in Rh ode Is land durin g
the 1920s,

Th rough th e pages o f nat ional med ia o ne r an
tr ar e Ihe nnnbu-, douds of Klanstorm, now in
Loui siana , n o w in Indiana , no w in New York
Sta te , d uring the ear ly mou ths o f 192:S . Yet in
Rh ode Island journa ls o n ly muted voices spoke



O(ChlOna lh 10 the pI t''>t"n(e o f KI,m fur(("~ , a nd
Ih f"11 addrevced IIIt'm '1\ o ccu rr m l/: t' 1-.t'", here in
~('\\ Eng land . III" \er 'II home.! Eve n n-solu non ..
In Amer v a n Ll'~lOn vrare uni ts a nd th e Anrienr
O rder o f Hi be rma nv Wl'I(' duetted mot e to ge n­
e ra l out rage than 10 ~ I)t-c i fi( decclop menr-, with in
the " ta te'~ bounda ue.., a " wav the a bornv e a tte m pt
10 pa ~~ a n a n n -Kla n ,I( t in the Janua q : ..t,~ ..ion of
th e Cot'm 'la l Aw ·m tJly.· :"inl until 19 Onoher 192:i
W('Il ' org:anil ing: artjvitn-v wit hi n th e ..tatt" iden ­
nf ied. reporte-d In Ih t' Demoe-rauc ..ta re- r enrral
CfJlllmi Ut' l;"\ t'XC'( unve bo d v. Al rha r unu- "vue -
( I· .. ..fu l effo u .." Wt'fl ' caid 10 be unde-r wa\ in
R hod e l vland . IMll lt u la rlv In South COll lII\ _ ~

hnm la te O ct oll(', u ntil th e end of the vea r.
11I11t" mort" wa .. cud co ncl'IIli n/l: pCJ....ihilili t' ~ of
Kla n in vas io n of Ro g: t'r Wilham~ ' homeland . On
2S Xovem ber a 1);I III(u la l h "1t"fJI ed irori al in rbe
P rUl'/d t' lI a ' J o u rTla l lI UIIII!/: "a n o n vmo u -, d ivtribu ­
li on of Kla n Iit l'IOltUIt' in Rhode Ivlaud ." deplored
Ih t" t" Xi"U'!Kt' 01 any 1lI1/:a niZal ioll dnticau'd 10
di vru pri o n o f "ol 'ial order a nd a rnalgumat io n. and
ended bv ..t'ltin Jl: tha t "hundred-per -rent Ameli ­
t a n .. run ..1 .,t' l th t·u fan'" re..n llll t'l y agai n ..t the
t ra \t' ll prac tll l' '' . la l..c' lo.~ic a nd wiCKed p rl'j ud in '.,
01 ltl(' lHl( OIH,Ig: t"fIU" "OC' It' I ~ Iha l dra ..... .. ih ..II'"
tC'IUIJ( f' Irom i!i:' lIo ra n n', ill ibnahl\' a lld a funda ­
m'"lll al di ~r~ard of Ih t" Ifll t" dnc lr i l1f'~ o f "mt'ri ­
.--a ll i ., m."'~

A I lh l' ht"gi n n ill.i!; o f J){"(__em b!'f. :\IdHlr j o o;eph
Co,Ullr l d rl'w Ihe allc'llIion o f Pro\·id('n ct" "C honl
;lU l hm i tif"~ In ci rcu la lion of all f"!i:'f"d Kla n p rop.a ­
ga nda with in ..mnt" .--i ty ", hook Followi n !i:' ..Iaff
lflH'", i!i:'alion. 1111' ma lt"ria l p ro H'd 10 bt" a c ur rent
('\ e lll~ pubh{a ll fln ('xp lain inl/: a im.. and obje('\ in "\
of tilt' Kla ll ; Ih tl "" wa .. ~hoTl l y d l~(Onli lltl('d. a lld
" 1 1 1 )(' I\ ' i~ors ;H1d t";11 hel s a li kt' W"H' a kllt"d to halt
fuuhe l di""emlllat ioll of ~usp ic iou, ma t(·ria l.7 TtH'
" rOl'ldnl a ' ,\' '''11',\ tf)(lk th is f)(Ca.,iClII to <l, ..erl <l

Klall m{"mhl'I~hip of S.OOO H' nt t'It"l.1 in Ihl' Black­
~ Ion t' " a li t'" fro m ""h t'n ce Iht' or~a fll l~lI lOn hoprd
In ill fi lt ral f' polit i( al ('(' Ilt rol of tht· "la lt" .~

In relro~IM"I, 192 ,1 a p pea r.. to han het-n thf'
H',II for Kla n a(lI \lI ~ a nd or~anil.al i ()n in Rhode
h la nd-whl"n il fin l a llraned puhhc nOlice , when
1lJ()..t publil it, a l l('nded it.. fu nct io lls . wht'n mO~1

ft'rmt'nI follow('d lh t' \ t'r ~ me lllioll u l ih exi ..t­
t'llIt' . Earh III Fdnuaq , thf' G elH'ral A""t"mhh
pa""' "l.1 a r e~olllti oll oppo,m~ th l' Klan , warnin~

aJl:a in' t Ihe .,p lt' a d of it'> p rinnplt,.. ,lmfHlg: Rhod e

hlalldl'r ~ . 9 AI ahoul tht" sa me nme there appeared
Ih t' fir..t of man v ne w-, i tem .. idt'llli h iliK mt't-lin~,

a llegedlv r o r merhod wit h Kla n orK,Ulil~lIinnal

dfnth_.\ Kal h " ri ll~ 0 1 a p proximarelv 1.")0 men
he-ld in Odd Fello w.. Ha ll. Pawruxe-t , Ieatun-d th e
pte-ence o f wve-ra l ="'t"W jC'J <;('~ ' H'g:l'>l elt 'd aum­
mohile s. TIII'Ii. a -, late-r, ;'\t'W J c'J'>(' ~ ,1I 1lI) regi vua ­
uon.. were ofte-n rited a .. p r rma [a rr r t·\idell(l' f (1t

panie-ipa tirm 0 1 Kla n orga nin-r -, in Ihc' vicinirv.!"
In uma tions o f Klan rec ruitment a mo n g ..rree t­

rar me-n of tht· ( 'lI ilt·d E lertric R" ilw;\\ Compall\
b roug h r rapid rt''' P( 1I1 ~t' from Ihc'ir r e-nrral Ieder ­
,1I('d IIn101l 111 i' f(I\ id('IH-e , which n-..ol vedrhar it
wa -, " u naheruhl v n p po-.tod 10 th e Klan a nd ih
prin ciplev."!' Com menune u pon romi nued 11'­

pOJ'" o f or~all ilin~ dcti\il\' , IIU' P H II 'It/ n u t' 1'1-51­

tor look rom to n h om rh e fal t that a majontv 01
the '>Ia't"~ n llll"n~ "' lrn)~lI i ll> the da nge-r which
a m vlimv . vna kehke organoauon br in g.. 10 a
I)('acdlll cor nmunuv and rheir nauve Iairuevv and
rommon '>('n,c' w ill make the g:w w th 01 th e Kla n
in this Sta te t'xlI t"llld y d lflicul l."12

Toward t he- t-nd of Februa ry , a mt'l'ti ll~ reputed
10 he a Klan 1I'lllliti ll,g ..es..ion a t ( )dd Fellows
11.11 1 in AllIh o llY Iearure-d a dOI('1\ Nan personnel
(o ffio: r., a nd (·nli ..lf'd ml'n ) a~ wd l ,1\ aUlo lTlobilc"
fr om :"'t'W j t"ro;ey, Co n nt"o icu l. a nd 1);111'> o f
Rhodl' h land ." !·I t"..u ma hh rt'~pond lllg: 10 a~i ta ­

l io n ari~in~ l rom p u b lic il Ygl' llt' ratnl h\ inul'as·
i n~ p ublic awa l(' nt'\~ of Kla n rei lu itllwnt , Sla ll'
..ena lor Robe-u Q uinn o f Wt'SI Wa rwi( k m tro­
dun od a bill puqxlflf"dl y di rn led a g,1I1lS1 th e
Kla n . .\lthou~h nt'\t"1 enal ted. Ihc>bi ll ~oll ~h t 10

hawaII Or!{a n i1-i1 l io n .. with morf' Ihan IWt'Ill \'
m( 'mhl'rs filt, mt'mht'r,h lp roste r.. ""ith the "c'CII'­
lilly of sta te: in additinn , i l would han' fmb iddl'l1
th elll 10 nrCHla tt' pl illlf'd mat eriah alllon~ a ny
c'X('t" p t Ih t" i r o wn IIH'rnbc·rs .11

Ea rly in :\1ilrch . :\Iorti ml'l A, Sull i \·an . ma yor
n f ~f'wpon . m ({ l'....fulh ur~ed Ihe c i l ~.4\, aldt',mt'll
to ' l'lu '>(" requl'\l \ for Kla n mtttin~\ : "T h is h i ~ ­

loric c i t\, will nOI ht" a llo .....ed by it.. cit ilt"m 10
bt't-oml' a <,{"""-l'1 for Iht' filth, fou ln t"S'> a nd d in
.....·h i{h ism l' from the dio;ea st'l:t and polluled
m OUlh ... and mind.. o f a Pf'f\ ewod and di" repu la b ll'
organ izal ion 01 iu a bom ina h ll' and (on tt'mplib k
ff"p rf''>t'' n la l i\ t·..."I~

With in Iht' wt"{'K, 1f'<Iclt-r s in LI ~1 (;f("t"nwilh
d iMO\erni ~ t'w J er-.t'y Klan OIK,lIl il t'I " li\ inK in
thc'ir m idst. 16 A t approxi matt' ly tilt' sa me limc',



Rev. Charle-, A, ~If'adt"l. general miwionarv of the
Epi\('opal Diocese of Rhode lvland . speaking at
LhTl,1 Chapel in Covenuv. rook issue with the
rraduion of violence often avcoc iated w i th the
Kla n , Assumlll K as he did tha t "la w -abid ing. '>t' lf·
H'slX'Cling and wel t-regarded men " would not

,uppor! n iminal aCis aRa ins l their lwig-hbors. he­
noted th a t Im't'l ings he had bee n a w a re o f hnd
I)f""f'n !/;oing o n lor -evera l moruhs ..... irho u r inc i·
dt'11I" and rhar meen ngs he" had been invited 10

attend included no preaching of hatred or vio­
lem e.n

April'.. firsl davv were enlivened bv cur-and­
lhrml di at ri be be twee n rhe Repu bli can a nd l jem­
1M rauc stare- Con\t' lllioIlS. Foll o w ing una n imous
ronde-mnauou of Ih t, Klan in the Republican
Illt't,ting , rhe IlI'TTlocT<ui c ruun rerpa n look iss ue
wit h Rep ubli ca n inten tionv, find in g th ai " I he
Republican convention ""01 .. nor since re in iI'
pretended oppovmon to Ihe Ku Klu x Klan , bUI
wav ..imph a llKlillg for vote.. of certain peoples
afte-r having made their pe'd<"e with the Kla n ." "
Xeirher on Ihl' nor Oil la ter ..im ila r oor avionv did
Rep u blican vpoke-vmen de ign 10 repl y.

Dur ing lh e -e o nd week of April a n u n u sual
excha ngl' 0 1 vit-wv twgan to a ppt"a r III IIII' Rhode
Island Pendulum, This weeklv . publi shed in Ea st
G reen wich a nd ed ited by ~lr s , Fa y R. Hum,
plO lIli'>t'd 10 blillK IClgt"thel in deba le Ih t· o p in io ns
0 1 ~l oTT i s S. Weslt' n f'h- If'(enr h ' ide nlifirtl as a
Kla n orgaTlilt"r fro m :'\e ..... Je r'o(" ,'-and Gf'()rge W.
Gill-who , poke a .. a Catholic Ad' f'n i'tt'd as
wrillt"n b~' Eas l Grttnwich U'sidents f'xlTf'mt'l~

....riom III lhri r intt"ntiom, Ih t' '>t'lies o f "" tt!d,
lell t"TS la , te-d inlo ear1 ~' :\lIgu, 1. but ma~' haH'
!(t"lIera tf'd mor e heal th an li!(ht for av id rt"aders.
0pl.M)Sing lh e Klan , Mr. Gill pos..essed ..uhslalllial
n un ma nd o f 11l\'("c,ti,'t" : Mr. \\'{'S1l'rn'll " dt'fend ing,
e,' ide lll ly lomma ndt'erro m ilc h of his oMlt' rial
from officia l Klan publi cal ion... Due to limiled
ci rcu lation" il i, nOI cf'rta in how m uc h Gi ll ·
\\'f'sle",d t dial~uf' pe'nl'lTaled the largt'r world of
Rhode Island scxial \'a lue, .I' On al If'aSl o ne
occasion Ihl' Pt'ndu/um's public.spirited deba le
('a rned ac k nf)wJed~mf'nt from Iht" P W l'Id n u 'f'

,vt''IJ.'S, ""hich inlerprNro lh e whole a ffa ir as lh in ly
d is.£;uiSt'd SUP IMHI from lhr \l 'r y hl' an of " Kla n
(ou m ry" in Rhode hlancP o

Thrt't' isolal t"d inridf' lllS ill ~ld Y df'momtTat t"d
l tlt' , 'ariely o f .....ays in .....hi l h perwns .....t-Ie afft'rtro

by the mysterious orga nization operating in their
midst. Rea ders of the Prouidrnce Journal dis­
covered tha i fo rmer edi tor of rbe Proindence Xt'11.'.~

John A. H t"Il11I'SSY had bee n sued for $10,000 by
Wayne H . Whitman . a n attorney Irorn Cove n try.
At issue w a s rhe priming- of Whitman ' s name in
the Nt'ws o n 26 Februa ry. alJtog ing hi s a tten da nce
a t. affiliation wu h. or mem bership in th e Klan .
:\5 a result of this publ ic accusauon. Whi tman
co ntended rha r he had su ffered "pain, humil i­
anon and ignommv" as well as lms of business."
In a different vituanon. a crowd o f 200 men at­
tended a mf't'ti ng in Providen ce at the o ld a rsena l
nn Benefu Su eer . Police a rrived in respon M.' 10 a
ti p suggf'sli n ~ Klan auspices; th ey found no o ne
ill cha rge a nd no meenng permu avail able. The
s('ssio n ended w ith a n ad d l{'" bv Rev. A.E. San ­
de-rson . prev u mablv beca use rel igious Kalht"rings
req uired no licl' nSt',n

Later Oovemor W ill iam Ft j n n in sugared a n
invesugarion o f that rehgiou.. meen ng , cu lmi­
nanng in hi, la ter unreserved disapproval of the
mas ked o rder a nd the Wit, ill w hir h the Klan
conducted us a ffai rs:

It IS 10 br deplored by all good CllIunJ th at t his

o1.l{anizallOn 1.1 allt'mptl1l,f{ '101 only to p ro p agatt'

Its vic ious IJTI11C1plf'5 of rana l and rf' ll g w w
hatred in tilt' Stalf' [oundrd by R og n W i llia m s
u pon the broad prinCI piI'S of ft'hgiol4S tolf'rallu,

but IS l'1'l"n pf'n'ntm.~ thf' pl'oplf"s p rop f' r l\' to its

nf'fanous f'ndJ and pu.rpo.ll's. I wish 10 1101(t' my
unt'qull'OCai condl'mnatlO1I of thl' alms and ob­

/nls of thf' },:u K l u x K la n and hal'l' to-day d,­

rntf'd Ihl' ,1d , u. ta1l t GI'111'rai and tht' Quartn­
ma,lln Gf'nf'ral to p1n.~nl till' futurl' 1.1..11' of IhlS 01

a"y othf'r S/alf' A r m o ry fm arlV muling of _w rh
an o1ga nlZal/Cl'1.~1

Although nOled in <;t'\'('lal new~pap{' rs " pa rti al
burn ing of Iht" Wal chman ' s Indu~lTial Inst it u te in
:'\ nrth S<itualt" o n 22 ~Ia\' amused li tt le ccln me n l.
T hf' Ad,'(Jll(f' a lone saw in thi~ incidl:"llI a more
Sll1iSler f'Xpbndlion : " From a nolher souru' comes
Ihe report Ihat thl' Ku Klu x Kla n organilation ,
""hi (h is ..aid 10 flourish in Ih,u c'oITuuunit \ , ma\'
han' ta kt'n tll h mel hod of u"mo\'l n~ th is :'\t"KIO
school from lh,' ir mid sl and n lmm u nity ."lt

During JUIW 192·1 , both Klan 0PfM lfl{'IlIS ami
foll ow en ex h ib iled g rf'a ll'r an ivily . Ttll' " rOl 'I '

d t'n a N t'w.! announced i t ~ \l' 1l·a ppo int ed lIli ~ ~i oll

o f dri,'ing til{' Klan (TOm Ihl" Slale. pres umably

,



~8 KU KI .U X KLAN

plalll1ll1.~ 10 1I '>C:" unwelcome pubficitv and an
informed public as ch id Wl';IPOJl\ for Ihi~ lad "
W ith r o n u n uo u-, ellon IhlUUKh Ihl ' remainder o f
the su mme r. Iro m page ex po'>t" arucles su mma­
nn-d doc u me r uv a nd newv of Klan a( li \i lit's a ­
rou nd the na non . T'hro ughuut Ihi~ period the
'\"t'l.l'.\ , It'adfa'l h ma inta ined that " rh e Kla n 111

Rhod r lvland is a n adJlJII( I o f th e Republ ican
l'all~ ,N il s prmcipal I;t,k IJl'iIlK 10 kt"t'p Rhode
lvland -.a fl" bv ft' la ini n,,; polili( al r o m ro l of th e
nll lll u~ lo ....-ns. Thi v th eme wa s repeated in vari ­
1111 \ KUI ~('!!I , but a lwav s with KII"<l 1 t' lll pha~ i s, unu!
I"It'( 11011 da)' in :'\o\t'rnllt·, .n

Fw,lt'ur OI~a nili nK <If !I\'lIi t's of the- Klan ba rt'ly
vivrblr- in ItU' press dllTin/( ear lv ~p, i nK months
, ud dl'n ly su rfaced in n-po ns of a ,nil'''' of 11I01l ­
' Ho u, o utdoor ral lies a nd uuuauon s. The fi r~ l

la-u-d all tby at Fovtcr C('nltt· O il 21 june. Crowd
(', lI l11a u', of 8.000. eve-n if mllau-d. demonstrate
(oll ,idt'fahlt' cunositv a ", ",d l a, ~uJl fxn t. Au to v
"'l'r t' (('to~nllt-d from most o f :'\I' ..... England. HI­
( Iud ang: cara van-, horn n~l\ a f b<l\l" 011 :'\ t'W LOIl­
d un and Xewpon. Xorable Kla n ~pt'a ker.. from
Con net II(U! and Pennwlvania were al so present .
Wo m en lecturers addrevwd rhe ladiev. at th e
t OfIt luvion o f the field d;l~ a nd cla m cho wder
d illlU' l , '>C:"\ela l hundred t and ida l t'~ ....·ere inilialffi
IIndn a blalin,!!: no,s. The l' rol"ldl'T1Ct' St'U'5 , in
n n l" li nK tht' ,.anle t'\t'IIl , t''''l lllta lt''d a lmo , t exanly
half a .. lila",' a llt"nd inR a ", had Ihe j Ollnlal . a
u lIn pa ra ll H' ralio ~ Ieadfa' l f ) ma llllailll-d .~ O n 2-1
JIlIW, " 'hire th ,t"e (lO~'>t", hlll nt"d nt'ar Ext'tt't. fOO
\\'a ..hIllKTOn ('numy m en wc're in il ia H-d in the
pU''>('lUt' of an eSlim a led 1.000 \'i..itors ,n II is
pc'rha,,, , i J.; n ifit'a Tll lhal IIm 'c' day.. larer Ihe I ' m l "
/(1,.,/(,. j Ollnlal ft'al\llt,d it I<lIt· anti , Klan t'di torial.
" n o n ' l J o in Iht " Ku Klu x Klan ." S Olin/( Ih at Kla n
nH'm ht'r~h ip "11'1,\ rt'arh t'd lt lf' propoll io ns o f a
1I~lIionw ide 1lI0H'llle nt ;1l1d 111..1 1I0 W is inft'clinJ.;
Nc'w EIIKbnd ." the j Ollnlal sla tl'd lh a l mt' m ix'f ­
,hip in tht' Kla n wa s Nu n· Anwri,'a n in lht" h ig hesl
dt'/(r t't' . ;lIId pa llitufalh hmlilc' 10 lilt' h i~IOIic

' p lri l o f R hod e hla nd ." 28
Towald Iht' end of Ihf' monlh , t'm ha ll it'd Ot'mo­

nat it ' ,'alt' delegation , al Ih t' nal innal cOIl\("ntion
in :'\t'w York Ci" snt'nu"lI,l~ debalt-d wht'ther or
nOI 1<1 mdllde an anll · Kf;lTI pbnl in lht' ( am­
1 l;l i ~n plallurm. Rh, lth- htilllt. dimo'l al one
,IIlUJIlg :'\I'W En .~fand dt"!t-g:;' t1 I> I1", unammoll ,h
0ppO\I'tllllt' Kf;tII. l 'ndt'r Iht, it-atit'lSh ip of Colo-

IIt'I Patrir k Quinn . ann -Klan fo r(t'''' wor ked ure­
fl'",h 10 m -en a Sllt,t ili i' ann-Klan plank in to ttn­
P';HI~ pl a tfo rm . Ali t·, much t'X( in-mem o f a d l'KH'e
uneq ualled in man' vea r... ami- Klan con venuon
IllIic'" ....'t' It' nar rowl v tk fl>a lt'tt. :'l

The Veteran v o f FOTei Kn Wal', in the ir annual
, ta lc' cnnven uon on 28 JlIlU' did inrlude a n ann­
Kla n resoluuon among nem-, 10 be considcred .w
On JUlW 30 the Providr nce S,.U',~ announc ed th at
,UTtlrd in ll: 10 reliable mformauon approxirnan-lv
5,000 Rhode lslande rv had jomed ete- Kla n du rlllK
lh t' plt'\'ious severa l months. In th e o p inio n 01 the
.\'t' l.l '!> . however . rnem ber ch ip wa s IIfll C\t'n ll di , ·
u ibu ted throughou t llw \Ial l'_ N:,\'O prog:re.....
whate-ve has been ma ck- hy Itll' Klan o rg:aniJt'I' in
ItU' t'jllt-'" o f the State 01 in rno\l o f the IHOKIt'~si\('

townv . T heil ~ 1rt'I1Kl h iv mostl v in rhe spal'l' ly
wuled sections where Ihl'u ' i-, a hig h IX'l ( e nt a Kt'
of il litemcv and ....-herc Republu'a ui vm is a rel i­
Kion .N11

Duri ng J u ly and AUKUSI Kla n presence (on­
11IlUc-d 10 mamfevr il'>t'lf in d ive-r ...· wan. On 16
JIII~ Iht' fir~1 ivsue of the R.i. Klansmar wa s
nme-d b~ lhe Prooui rnce Xl'l.l · ~ , whn h label led the
enu- rpn ..t' a "G . a . P. OrR;IlI . N I~ On 26 Juh a n ­
o thl"! mlldoor Kla n lield da\ a nd initiallon .....a '
ht,ld a l FOSler Cell n t", wilh ... rt" J1I1t'd x.OOO in
all t'ndan(c aTTl\'IIl~ III 2.000 alllO' . :h III Iht' Junl'
;Iffa i.. naliollal KI<l 11 h~urt, ,, .....elt' P't'\t'IlI : Ihl '
final No bliKa lio n N wa, ad m in i, tt'u -d 10 apPloxi ­
matd~ 200 t a nd ida lt's b) Kk aKle ~torris S. Wt'Sl­
t'Ht' II, OIKdnizt' 1 for Pwvidc'IUt' and Kt"1ll t'OUIi '
tit's .u The fo lfowinK da~' , no lit t' of a I\. la n Tllt't'I­
ing: in ih art'a a p pt'dIN! un Illt" from f).")g:t" of lh t'
Il'o OT,,\Or.li: ..t Call, rOllflll 't"llI with It'cogn itio n
lh al a uJlHinKl'1lI o f slmpa lh iln, frolll \\'(X)lJ '
so(hl ha d IX't'll ,11 Ih t· Fmlt'r Cl' lIlH' ra lh Ih t·
p rt' \'i Oll' t'\' t·ning .l 1

E;uly in .\ lIgu~1 ItWit' tl((UrTt"t! an t'W IlI a lmo't
irU'\'ltahlt" whert'\t'r tht, Klall ('xi~It'd,<llIlinK lhO\t·
IUT bu le lll ~'t'"rs-LlInt'n C. Sa n SOllci, a young:
lH'h"papt'l repOllt·' flo m Wtl(lIIVl( kl" l. .....as alit-g­
ed l) branded wi lh Iht' It'll ef " KN (Ill -I Aug",!.
\"igowmh' dt"llIt-d b,' Kft'a g lt, \\' t'\It'He!l , Ih t"
afb ir .,tltln d irt! o m 111 Ih t" pre", . ' ~ TIlt" dt'parllHt"
Iwar Ihe end o f lha l month In We\ len t'! l and
b m ih for a ( a m pinl( Illp IU \Ia in l" appt'a rt"t! 10
coi llt idt' ....' ilh t"mt" ~t'r l(1" IIf d lffe,ing: o p lll io Jl\
( 1l1J(t'r n ing nlllduc i o f I\. la n afLlllS. \\'h t'n plt''''t-d
lu , ha rt' 1t"pOlllolbilitll" .... uh U1ht'T Kla n official...
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•

A u K' u JI A·/a ., ~4Ih ..".,~ 4/ 04il'II.<'" c...m .. /.. ry , RmoJ
.'i I ' .... I. cm Ih" " ,o" ,d".,rt' - C'4.,.I/01t Imt'.

RIll ' I .~.....

he evidenr lv had demu rred. ~ I a li n~ "that for 100

m a nv 10 ht· infor me-d o f IllI' n\l' JJl hc.' r~ h i p ~lren~ l h

o f lilt' o n lr r i ll l ilt' S iale would IX' dcuim enral."
\\'t' ~lrr\dl ' ~ ~ 1J( r\\fH wa-, unknown , h U I rhe
Pi ooi dr nce l(mma/ ~ r)Ol'( ulan...l that a former
or~alll /( 'f for tht · are-a lIli ~ t-ll renun 10 rak e ov er
lhr ;\j ( 'W .It'r \l·y H' ~i (knl ' ~ d ll lil · ~ . '" La ter the Prou­
idrncr "'ril'l n-poue-d Ih;u \\'n leH't'lt had go ne In

:\blTlt" to 111'11' ....-uh th e- j(ll l)('rn <llor ia l ca m pa ig n
,!It' ll' , Ollt' in wh « h " Ia n ~II PJlOl I wa v widf'ly
puhl i, i/I,d .17

Wirh in tlu t, " wt-e-k v of Wt' ~ l('I\' ('Il ' ~ depanun-.
( It llt' lI, in I' fc)\ ilk IU t" , m "l lfIIJll lit ;11l a n-a we n'
a ppri sed o f tb e f' \' 1( lIOIl 01 C lan-nee S. Clea vbv
from hi-, o ffi(t' 011 Hro atl SlIt, ' r lo r Ilonpaymelll o f
n-m. C I ('; I~ t)\ , a {' II Il1t"1 'l'l l t'r;fl\ CJI th e- "Ia n in
R tlf l<k l da nd . ha tl lM'C 'n 1t'«('lI l ly ai IIM HIlIt'd Kh-a­
~Il" fOT :'\r wlMlI l a lltl Hli 'lcll C:Oll lll i,'" .'· Al thoug h
rllt' o ll iff ' h;u l tMHl 11\ 1..('(1 1)\ W !"!tnt'l l Ih r o,,-~h

.'\ Ug t h l I , n ollo, h ,'\(., ;IIIl\I 't1 ln ft'" ue- Iu rnuu n­
! ll ClllO n .. of " l.UI llMlI' llah 11IlI!'U'TII' JIlIOU,h
dt' IMl,ill'Cl III ti ll' ' "1'1'1 T h l "" n rula rme-d offill'

r onu-n r.. i rlild\'rt lrfl l ly- I'XIMN'd 10 Ilw pub lic view
were u-ed fH'fIIll' llI h - Ihr rt',l fl, 't In the l' r fJl 'l(/o l<f'

Nrll.'.1 in i i' tOllli ll lli n~ cHou ro p'.'tlTld IWfllh

e'ta b lidt links IM'I Wl' 1'1I Iht, Klan a nd rhe vra tev
Repu bfira n rM tl \ , l ~ O IW in-m hom Iha l wi nd fa ll
pmved to 1M' o f l'll dlllill~ 1I111 '1 (' ~1 -1 11t' poli c\ of
ill l i li tl~ fOlt'i gn · ho lfl 1'101!"l a lll .. r" " 1;111 nu-et­

ing~ , ('\TIl rho ugh IIlld el 1\1;111 ru in n n l\ uariv e-.
horn white I' te ll (' ~lanl ~ \.'('11 ' " ligi lJl,' to r nu-mlx-r.
"h ip. 'O

\ \' il h IIIl" p ;I \\a .C:I · of ' 111I111I1'1, II'WI'I ourdoo l
~t' .." i fll t~ \\TII ' J(' IMlIH'd 111 Rhode l vl .uul , '; l ~' feu

our- a re-a RI'I MH r,·dl\' h;l \ 'in g tM'I'1l ( lc'nlt'lll l'!' 'If

Ihl' Fn 'nl hI O" '11 B,I!,ti ' l C llllll It ill "-,"1 ( ;1( '1'11­

wit h , tl u ' Klau mach- ;l l lallg"II1 I' IlI~ HI lll l tl- S I' p ­

r('[1I1I1"I 101 u,, ' n l ;, r,'11 1 o n ,I Iw,n h, Sl lll' l>t"l'IO\' lI
Lu rn : ;1I10 1h 1"l I ,u gl ' lI lfT rill g W,I' ptlll llt"d Lu 1!I1'
Irn ll J('l!t ;Il I' \jl lll ll\ Lilt·, ill li lt" momh: fi ll r bi-,

''''I;I,ilm W' 1I111"1I \.'Ju ld 1M' \'TlnllTll". ,\ l l ltl' ' ,IIIII'
11 1111' ti lt' [ ' I' JI/h ilu m l/ 'pollI ·d rh.u Rn II " 0'11­

IW I Il ....nnrh, 1" 1' 101 0 1 1111" \klh,,,,I"1 ," p l ' l "p;"

(JIIIH h 111 LI'I ( ;H'('lI" j, h , ""u lt! PH \lOh 011
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"T he "UKh n. " IMl a -, Yiewed b\ an Al ie-n C h ri..·
1l ;1J1 "- mM klJ1 ~ lilt" l ir"l of ....\e-Ial Ill·....'.. irem-,
willi h wou ld Iin l. Sm u h wit h rhe Klan me-I Ilw
11(· x1 h-w \'{'a r",ll

WlIh stat e anti national e lect io ns only a mo nt h
away . it i .. undercrandahle th at at leas t some of
the Klan -onemed ne ....·s in October incl uded ref­
ere-nee .. to pohnrs. Both major ..tale poli tica l
I)';lf ll t" .. had off ir iallv condemned the Kla n . al ­
th ou gh il wa.. hi rued th,u Re-p ublican.. had done
'>(, tdurtamh .lZ The Democ ra nr vrare ce n tra l
romnumx- had earlier ar uvau-d a "1H'a l.r t', burr-au
10 ptomf)[(' lh ;1l pa n v' v dOKma. Although not
in ..uucted "IJt'n (Ka lh In d rama tize "Ia n lmkv
wuh Rep ubhc.m v. vpeaker .. of ten explored tha t
IM'....lbilil\ . pU·..umablv be.. auce o r it .. cu rrent
aPIJt·al ." Conciderable 'IM,( u lanon about po.....­
bi lllit', of Kla n ric ke ts or r urred in c everal to wn...
a mCln~ th em Co\(·l!tn .'" ,\ larg:t" o utdoor rall y
and uuuanon nea t C hep,« her Road ill Grr l'll\'ilh­
III 'vmnhfie-ld lIuas io lled rlu- pre\enu' o f -'.DUO
Klan -men in rq ::a lia as wefl a .. 200 ini uau-s: 500
auto.. ....'ere u ..rtt 10 Illumlna ll:' Ihl:' fie ld o r hOllor .
H t'ft· j t·, \(' II :\1("tca ll "la' a ll('!{ro h ("ndor<,("(! a ..
R t'p u b hca n candida te for Ihe l ' ni uod ~la H"" StOn ·
alt' . In addlllCln to ma ....I"t l l la !':: ... CltW't·... labkau ... .
and Imc he... tlw C ra lll Fil ·lt! mee-tinK ft';lIl1TNl a
h,Hld fro m { ;It· \ '\Iorw . pla \IIIK "O nwa ld ChTl , tian
So ld u'"'' a, Ollt · o f ,,· \ t·ra l ..t'It"! lion , H

0 11 31 O ,to IM'f tht' P rfJl'ld nlU S ...u·\ prod a inwcl
mt·......I!<:t"S for "!M'cia l !{rou p.. a mong: Ih t' Rhock
hla nd t"!t"c.-Iorall· . O ne ..ue h remi ndt>r . Ilea rh
duf'c led a t Fre lleh·Canadlan readt·r,. simpl~ "Ialnt
" I. ... Ku A: iln Klan d/dd " ld gun" dUX l'd " d td a l,1
( at htlf/(/IU \, /I v fl !{II' (/I 't'( I... IJartl ';pubfl(aU/

C, q ll 'rf Impar l ... d... fa"...." AIIOlht'l <,t 'n ion o f tilt'
P"!M'! ad d l('....t·d it ..elf I n Rhode hland ·.. :\el'tlO
f OmrnllOlI\'. H·nlllldm .~ illt'ill wh o tlwir rt"al
Ir it'mh wer l' .' "

D ur in!,:: lhl' la't .....N' I. of O n o be-r , e..llmalro
IhnU<,;tnd.. of blnad..idt>.. allac l.in~ Ihl' Ro man
l.atholic Ch urc h w("Ie (i rculalt'd In I'ro\'id encl' .
k a d ill F; Ihe P rOl'td t'n u ' ·' .\l tur 10 em p loy un ­
cflnuTlo n ly stern lang:uag:e in pwll·...-"T ht" pu b·
bli..tw! of Ihi .. a m i-C u ho lH brenkr o f hillf' a lld
ca lu m ny is Ollt" Alma Whilt· o f ;"1;1'..... jer..ey. JI1II.I:: ·
in ~ fro m her publication .-.ht' mu S! be- po ..st'..\t·d o f
a \'("1\' fihh y m ind. a nd Sa l3n h im '>('lf ha , ta l.t'n
re'ldt'n{'e III ht"r ht'an . For flO o ne b UI Ihe prince
of !it's could ~alh('r w man ~ a nd .... , diabolica l a n

a ....ortmeru fir r alumruev.v"
El err ion dav came a nd .....1' 111. 1I0pl"" o( Demo­

et al .. for Silt'a hk .~a i n , IM" 'd on Kla n I....ue.. Wt'H'
da..he-d. Rarhr-r. Klan -vuppe ured cand idate.. had
be-n elec ted in ma nv p Lu n . hem-e p lt ·..uma bl v

cnll\l illUilll't a polit ica l lal lor III lh" vta te fo r '>IIIIlt"

ume to come." Th i.-. in spi lt> of rfu- fat I rba r
neit her n u m ber -, nor na me.. or alleged Kla n ­
end orv-d randidare-, w err- r- ve- r I't l\(·n . and that no
candidate pub llch at l.nll ....·h·d ged Kla n ..u ppon . II
ma v d l:'r y r-ojru iden re that ro IlO\\'in !{ th e elrc rinn
major m'''''''papt·r ("(l\'e ragt· o f th e- Klan prarri raflv
ceased .

j u..t before lht, e-nd o f Dece mber . P tt l' idenc e
po hct" re..pondlll~ 10 a Ii !) vivired a IlIt't'lin!{ 011

Wf'\lx w;(,t SlIt't'l «endue ted bv F.L Farn......-ollh
Former head of rhe "Ian lJl :\1a in t' a nd an ;U II \ 1'

ca mpa igner for :\l a in (" .. ~O\'f·tnor Ra lp h O wnl
Rr t"w ~l t"r . Far n ..wo n h cla imed to ha H' h-ft lh,·
Klan a nd take-n III' o t ganiva riona l duue-.. (01 the­
Cr ll'>":ICi,' l\ . Evidr-mlv limu-d 10 :,\" ."v Engbnd .
thi .. new !{rou p wa\ b roa dl v Klan -Iike in i... ~e J;l I ..
a nd (lI.1::an il;ttion bur a llowed female and ft lft'l~n ·

'Mlfll P ro!l"..lalll me-mot'Hhip, ;"I;o llwmbl·r..hlp
fi~llfl" werl" I''''r g-i \ell fm Ihe Cru'-'<lde-J\ . bUI tht"\
wt"le e\idt"nlh ..t1l1m I"xi..Il·fl(e a .. I..:ll t· a .. Ap ll l
1 92H '~

Ea ll y in PI:!:, 1....'0 ..01ial t·\t'n t, 0" urH'll III
Klan Iu d ,·... bOlh wllh 11l1ll\ Ua l ft·<tltl!t·\ . .-\11
1·'t lln ;lIed .')00 Kl<l Il..mt·1l ITWt for ":HI o .....tn ' Up p" f
,II .-\llIhOl1\ \Il1 a jl;t' in Con' nlt \ Oft 7 j MlUan .
wn ll co fft"t'" ;md (a l.t· ate o mpa nied b\ a " IOU'"
Kla n hand" In~t"lhet ..... lIh ;1 Ix-\ \ (If .I.....:mt"d
"IM·a l.t"r.-. ,'IlI :\10I t' O\ le lltat iIHI\ .....a\ Ih t· rlf '>! plIhlli
Klan dlll lll' l ·d,,:lIl1e and 1·llt t·rtainll lt' nl . hdd al
RIll Klt·"-O!l·)'a wl lI"" ·1 o n 10 j;ln tJ;lt \ . SI)tIIlSI)ft'{! h\'
lh t' P!I )\Idt·lllt· {:IHlnl v Kl<llltllll and It' WOIllt' II' "
;luxiliary , an t'S1i llla t('d 1,000 pt'r .-.on , ;lI tl:'n ded
!lw a ffai r wh il h .....;1\ a ltt';It!\ u m!t-r <llta, I. fro m
I<K'al Kni !i::h h o f Colu m bll" u ni .... R G U\ W.
Il n lml''' . p;t'tol o r 11111 "10::1 0 \ " :\If'lhllll i\ l Epi ..nllJ;IJ
C huu h in \\'ar witl. . a OI1.1 a\ ma,tl't of (elf"

mOIlll''-' fOI th t· I· \ e- nl. ~ l

I hroug-hou t the 1('IIl<l indt'r o f 192!"J t'\'IdeflC!" o f
Kbn ~IC t l \' lI y I ' larl'tl'l y ( onfined tll p<l,ll;t' .. u f th l'
H}wd... / sl a l l d P,." d I4 111 m An a p pa rt' llI c'a,ua lly' o f
'lill i-Kla n hmlil ll \' III h i, Ea ..t Gtf't'n ..... i(-h lJ;ui..h .
R t'\ , II. Kt'JlIlt' th Smi lh \\' ,1\ a pf-M1lflll 'd in .-\pul lo
lilt' lkmra l C h u r< h in TalJlIlon . ' t;n '>-dch u <,(' I"',
Al .....lIt" 111 Fa ..t Crf'en ..... il h e\idenlh wa .. Smi th ' ,
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invuanon 10 Kla n smen In use the chuu-h '\ Iacil­
ilie~ for meerings. ollce the onset of wnuer made
local barns unsuitable for Kla n Iune uons.w

In July the Pendu lum reported in come deta i!
that a vigorous recruinug drive wa .. r ur rerul v
under way, a nd rh.n Kla n membersh ip had
douhled during the- previous six weeks . Al the
..arne ti me pl ans WI'U' annou nced fOl "l'\Tra l

h undred Rhode Isla nders 10 at tend till' annual
na tional Klan co nvention in \\' a\h iIlKlfJlI. D,C"
dutmg Augml.}~

III la te October a la rge Klan ra ll~ rem iuiwent
01 I)w previous vear occupied a Gran!':1' ha ll wit h
an estima ted 900 pt'r\()fl\ present . Automobiles
comp letelv fi lled bolh "ide.. of the ro ad. whi le
in vide approximarelv fih~' men and the carne
number of women were cepara relv inu ia led .H

~t' ''''. addition.. 10 Kla n "ut'ngth conunued 10 be
made Ihroll~hou l Iht , vear . l nn ia tion v of !OU men
o n IWO sepa rate IX ras ions ena bled th e Prndu­
111m' .. ed itor 10 ob",,"f\'t' rha t "there i ~ m ilch less
n ppuvi uon 10 the Klan th ese da vs a s at !t'a sl in
Ken t COUIll)' i t is lX'conllllg rh c regular Illl n g ."H

BI,twt't'n 1925 a nd 1927 the re wa s sca ru refere-nce
111 the Rhode leland pres.. to Klan ac rivnies.
althoug h rhev were "t ill kn o wn to be co nti n u ing,
An ex tended meen ng o f the Southern ~('"". En g­
land Co nterenre of ~1 ('lho(:h sl Episcopal Church
in Apu l 1926 rt'"ultt'd in di ..m i..\al o f btJlh R('..·.
GU\' W . H ol m('s and Rt'\·. IL Kt'nnt'lh Smi lh .
St'\ 't'ral day .. of nt'w "p;l IX"r co...t'ragt' rt' lTaced Ih t'
in\()ht' ml"nJ of bUlh minis lers wi th the Klan in
llwil It''''lf'(tin' p;ui ..ht's, e\en Ihough Kla n par­
linpa lion was no t ,il;in'n a .. Ih t' ba..i.. fo r eH le­
sia\tKal ..t"paration .~ I.at er Ihal )"t'ar , joy-riding
KLtmlllen d is ru p led Ea ..t G r("("n wid l o n a july
SatUl'd a y ni,il;ht; in Sl'p tem he r an es tima tro 2,000
p.' r \OI1 .. over-"ub~r i b.'li a Klan -spoTisornl d am ­
IMh. In late sumtnt'r Rhode !sl andt'r.. again
p;u lir ipalt'd in lht' a nnua l Klan rally in Wa sh ill,il; '
10Il, O,CY

Somt'lime du ri ng 1926 c ha ngt'S in Rhode Is land
Klan leadership I(xlk plact'. j o h n A. Ilomi n , a
I ' n i tt'd Elt'cu ic Ra ilwa ~' C.ompany motorma n ,
a\sumt'd Ihe po<>l of [ xa h t'd C)"c1op.., RQKt'r
Wil liams Klanton ~o. 16 . The m ort' impon a n l
p'J§i tio n o f gra nd d ragon , al~ kn own a s gTand
lita n , rt'a1m of C.on ut'Clicu l-R hodt' Island, fell 10

Joh n W . PeTTy o f P rovidt'ncf'. Often addrt's..ed as
"Colo ne l," P("ny had bt-I'n in Ihe WOIld War wilh

the- American Ex peduionarv Forc e . Ill' later
served a .. a member of the New London , Con ,
ner rir ut poli ce Ior re. had been imermiuentlv a
pri vate investigator and a Kla n audinu . and then
became a Kla n urganilt'r in vermcm.»

Rhode Island Klan smen in 1927 ..uffered legts.
la uve rejec tion bUI honored both 11(' ''''' churches
a mi o ld brothe-rs wuh rbeir di stmct ive p lt'\t'nn".
In Fehr uary th e ( ;('I\I'ral As\emhl y 1l'\OlIlHling lv
defeated fOIlT b i ll~ ..aid 10 han' b e-n en dor wd by
the Klan , inte nded to void n upua l ront rnrts
rovermg educa tio n o f ch ild re n , (0 pll' \'elll mis­
rege-nation . a nd 10 prohibi t member-hip in "0(1­

elies with foreign leadership.w Apl il grav eside
reremnnie-, for Char l('~ Crandall of Wl:'sll"l h "" 'I"U>

It'd by Rev. O . ~1. Brees in full regalia. vun o unded
by knighl\ and uffi( t'h nf the loca l Kla n without
luxx,h."" In june. Guy W, Holmes, a former
Ila \l OT from ~t'w Bedford. reappea red in Rhode
Island <I.. rumored Iounder o f a ne w chun h . the
American People .. Ch urch. Inc Am ollK the
inc orporators were Holmes' wife <e nd ~1 1. a nd
l\lr s. Clarence Cit-ash y, hoth ac tive in Rhode
Island Klandom from its incep uon .u In june,
Colone l Perr v a nd Ihe Ro ger Wi lli .Ull" Klan band
were promi ne nt parnci pams a t the I lni red Prot­
es ta nt Churc h dedir-atmn in Stirli ng , COll neCliCUI,
Founded by Re..-. Enw"l C. Dr ake. a former ~I elh ­

odist pastor. rhe c hurch was built in ~ 1i J(h tly more
Ihan th rtt mont h..; complt'tion ..... a'io ct'!t'b ra tt'd by
an a ll-da)" Kla n rally, A cro\>o'd ~Iimaled al 10,000
(on,il;esled the grou nd..; Gra nd DraRoll Pt'uy' wa"
among '>(' \'eral Klan ..pea keTS, so me han ng come
fro m as far a W<l~' a\ Florida for Ih t' ()(<I\io n .;;2 In
Oflo ht-r a crowd 01 500 . inc1ud in ~ st'\'e Tll)" rTWIl
and wom ("n in full legalia (masked), was l("d by
Ih t, fo:rand dragon , \o k m nilj ng ltl(" Che padH't
fUIll'ral o f Fred M. Smilh of H opkins Mills . b ~

In sp rin g 1928, Rhodt' lslandt'TS wt're made
a wa re thai Ihe Klan had bt-t"n ('ngagt'd in a dt'­
vious sche me designed 10 im p rO\'e its member­
ship. The PrGt" dt'l1U Jou.rnal , in a n excl usi ..'e
SlOT)' o n 17 ~falch , rt'\ '('a led Ih al nearly 200 o f­
fict'u a nd mt'n in th rt"(" companies o f Ihe Fir st
Li,il;h l Infallll1', Rhodt' Island Mili tia . wef t' at the
u me timt' m t'mbeu o r the Klan, a nd thai re­
crui ti ng for bolh o rgan iza liom wa s lecip rocal and
COllc ufien l.6i

Throughoul Ihe following we-ek malerial can­
linut'd 10 appear, discussing probablt' cu lpa bili ty
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of the unil ' s com mand er. respon \ibi li l~ of rhe
..ta le's adjutan t ge nera l and a uomev ge ne ra l for
coping wuh an un desira ble su ua n o n . and li keli ­
hood that Ihe H ouse militia co m mn ree wo uld
stage a lul l-drew inq u irv.w Much of rhe wra ng ling
arose fro m alleged co nnec tio ns between Republi ­
can s and th e Klan ; ho w ever . the com mi n ee re ­
cei ved un an im ou.. legi slative approva l on 21
Ma rch , and shorl ly thereafter began il~ hearing .w

Substant ia l earlv testimony wa s prov ided by
Austin C. Barm' y. Klan m ember and coo k in
Troop G . Rh ode leland Nauonal Guard. Bamev
spoke 10 the pw.\i bili l ~' of the scheme' .. being pari
of a national program . to the idelllit)' of IWO sta le
sena to rs o n th e Klan "secret" 11\1. and 10 rhe
r urrent miluarv membershi p in the Rhode Island
Klan (more than 900 ). Sen a tors Samuel A\'eT)' of
H opkinton and Charles weaver of Richmond
immedia telv i\\ued denia ls o f membership.et
Later w itnt's'>t'\ included Frederick T . Remington .
secrerarv of ROI(f'r wiltiams Klan to n No . 16;
Grand Titan Joh n W. Perry ; Clarenre S. C teasb v,

forme r kleagfe of Bristo l a nd New pon cou nues :
John A. Domi n . exalted cvclops of Roger
Will iams Klan rou: Rev. Orio B H 't"S. former secre­
tary o f the Klan in Sourh Co umv: Ro......-ell COllin,
an i ll\ es l i ~iHor for the auomev een-rat 's office .
and va riou s members o f the Fir "l Li~hl In fanlrl .··
('..o nrl uded on 1,1 Apri l 1927, 1('\limony ga thered
throughout rh e three weeks" hear ing conta ined

n umerous cha rK{'\ lmki ng the Klan with po li tical
acfiviry in var iou .. townv as wefl as wuh police
ch ids in war wi rk . East Green ..... ir h a nd COHnIrY,
and the resrimonv inciderual lv led a.. well 10 a
perj urv i ndn tmem for G rand Tuan Perrl,.n The
hearinK'~ fmal documen t co n tai ned bo th maj oruv
and minoril~ repor ts. T he majOl i l ~- ' ~ re port
t ("('O!l:TlIZ00 Iht' at torney Ken eral ' s op in io n rhat

not hing ill egal had tra n spi red : found rha r rnanv
of the K.lan ' ~ wi tnes'>t'\ had co mmuted perj urv:
exo nera ted Adjutant Ceneeal Cole and th e Fit\!
Ligfu Infanll ~" ~ comma ndi ng officer: concl uded
rhat Klan mljlt rar ion of r har tered rnm ma nds had
been limned 10 the Fir st Light In fantr y, but noted



that Klan influence was "ba nefu l and conducive
to c lass feel ing and bigotry ." The minoritv report
cu ncenrrated la r J1: t'l y upon it" contention that the
ad ju ta n t gene ra l had wrthheld knowledge (If Klan
subvervion . and had ac ted with in sulficieru speed
10 remedv a n obviously undesirab le situa lion."
Post-mquirv debat es in rhe Ge ne ra ) Assembl y
focused upon allempts In \l'\'f'rel y curta il the­
r-harten-d co m m a nds, leading to cha rges and
counn-r-chargev al!"/l:in/l: the Klan ' s pe rvasiveness
in a ll a reas o f Rhode lvland lif e; no cha nges ....-ere
made.t !

Exten sive pu bbcuv gene ra ted b~ the Ho use
hearing might have da mpene d the en rh uvjavm of
poremial Klan members . Such dOI' \ nor seem 10
have h"I'11 the ca", -, Neither d id Itw artest a nd
su bv-q ue n t rel ease o f Grand Titan )'eTTy 0 11
$5,000 bail prevent rhar ind o rnnable leader from
a ppeart ng in public du ri ng sum 011'1 192fl. A Klan
....·edding o n 23 june. where th e Iea rured ' Ilt"ah r
wa s Re-v. Ernest Drake from Surfing. ('.o nrll,- l icu l.
pr o vided one II(I avmn fOI hi , « uui n ued pU·\I'I1(t'.

II is reported that the p re"idillg minisu-r ,II the
ceremon v WOf(' full regal ia : Pt'"y' , daughter wa s
chnsn-ned a t th e carne li me as th e wedd ing in th e
prewm e of 400 g uests . 100 o f ....-ho m won' full
cosru me.tr ~IOTl' prorruneru wa s PeTTY' s lol t' in
th e well public itt't! \isit o r lJ ni lffi Slall's ""nawr
J.Thnma .. H d lm of Alahama who \po kl' be·fore
an t'\ l ima led 10.000 !X'l\oIH al G ram ' s Fil' ld ill
Georg ia\'ille ill Smithfield o n I july'. Arrange ­
menl s induded I'ro"idenn polict" ,llld \l<llr' polil e
e\COrls. imta lbl io n of a mpli fil'T\. a nd reh e..h ·
melll booths fOT Ihe IdtKI" (Jowd .H An I"M im a u-tl
8.000 1M;"(lple at llla ll y a lll'lIdffi lhe l1l("('tlllg , whI ch
o p('fwd ..... lth pra ~ l'r b\' RI'\·. Erne\! Ilrakl'. Crand
Titan Pen \ hril 'fl ~' WI'lc clllWd thl ' g lwsl in a
"IXTl h ..... hilh com pa rNI .~'na lor II d li n wilh a
Ia lle r· da, SI. john Ihe 1t111li sI.H Tht" cTllica l
PWI ',dnut' Xt'~'l d ism i''''-tl H efl in ' , perfo rm a ll<.e
a \ a I..... f)-hull r o,c1f·cong r;lI l1latol\ lirade, ddi n ' red
helOT(' " a gro u p of uni mportam ml·n . ',OIlW
paum h y, othr'! ' lean . d ;ul in rq;~ ali ;l wlw h made
Ihl 'JT1 lIlOlI' Iha n ;1 lit r!l" litliculou.., 'lIltllhq knew
il. " a

It IS lUll pos\l hle o n Ih" p rl'WIlI I" \ 'idencf' 10
delermilll' ....,ht'"n Ihe mtl( lt'"rn ~I ... n d irt! 0111 in
Rhodf' hland . III if in fa rl It e\'eT l' lIIi T("I~ {("a-.t'd
10 ex i..!. Pt"rrl wmaim't! a s ~rand d ra ~on a t Il'a\l
until )9~2, ha \'ing heen ,uqu iw'd of JX"rjur y at h i s

tria l in -'an ll,lI \ 1929, Ill' a nd o rher-, palllllp;lled
ill a Klan WI'lldlllg at Rev. MT. Dra ke ' .. r hurr h in
JUIlt'" 19.10; h i.. narne a p!>t'a rs on it nonce 10 mem ­
berv o f ml'f'linJ{s sc hed u led for Ot tohet 19.12 in
Providen ce and westerh'."

W ilh o u l a lll'm p tl ing a de finu ive interpr etarinn
o r th l' Klan ", pU'Wfl(t" in Rh cl(!e Island . rena rn
feanue-, OM) hi' noted . To the quecuon III num­
ber .., nn! v the mO\l qualified an ......TI call he- giveu .
due til th e o rd t'r'\ \l"CTI'( y, lim in-d ar ress tn data.
and dearth 01 ' u n inn ,.; records. Klan ro rui tmem
staIlnJ here dun ne 192.1 . presumablv aided h,
s tl i ki ll~ ..un ("'> .. o f Klan n rli!:a m le l\ el sewher e in
Xew En gland . Although evrimare o f Klan
stren g th ran ged a .. high as :n .(X)(I, tim figu re
appI';H.. 10 haH' be-e-n in flated 1'\Tn 1)\· the vtand ­
ardv of the rime. A lelf'l of 2500-!l,OOO ITIl'Il\IW:I\
b~ rhe- time 0 1 ri ll' Klan hearing -, in 1921( appl ied
o n lv 10 the Ruger William~ Klaru on: r o n unued
arnvuv m cou thern Rh ude lvland d uri ng th e
previ ous vea r.... ug:ge..ls that a lmos t a s manv aga m
from that area still bdollKI-tl 10 th e orgaruzauon .

Although till' spread of Ibe Klan in R !lII( !e
lvla nd probabl y w o uld h ,l\ e rxrurn-d a n vwav,
~row TllI{ a vailabiluv o f pr ivat e. rapid a uuunobile
rranvponau on undoubredlv ronnibu red 10 rhe
Ktan'v expa nsion. Swift a nonv rnnv ma de il pos­
vihle In h t"(j ut"1lI pl ar e.. unfavoi ed bv ol h('1 Io rms
o f nan '!)l)rtation . It wa ' ,Ul agl' whl'n lew IX'l'>o n ,
lI a \T k d ..in/{Iy . thus ptt·..t"f\'inK 01 Ilt"rhaps I'n ­
hancin /{; a k ding of grolill panil'ipalioll Fn'll
mort' , m()bilil ~ m;ldl' po\\ible Ih t, f('ma tbblf"
inl l." fs lall' , a nd ("\ ell i lHl'rregio nal. l ha ra(tl't of
m ll< h ~Ian ac li\ i,,·, One ma~' spt'( ulale wh t'" lh l'r
or nul Ihe ("\i elt'lu I' of aUlnmohill' U'>l' nmlJadi ('(\
Ihe u 'lla l lo .....er ·middlr rlas,. a nd h lue-collar
sl('n'( lIH* of Klan melll lwrshi p . To Ihis pninl .
sonw ' Ug:Kt"slio n t"Xi'ls Iha l a ..h ih lit Kla n
membenhip took pla(t" a ht'l 1925, perhap' ;j{­
coun li n g: fOI a lo we r \'i sibility and )es"'t"lll'ti mo ­
bi!il ~ 01 Ihe ml'mbt"n_77

In ..lime wap the Klall here fesl"mbled it..
cou llt t'Tp;J1ls t'ht·....·hen·. sim lla n til'\ Ihal ""TTl'
Tl'co/{ nill"t:l a t the timl' . The m OH'rTIelll wa' ("\en ­
liall~' rural. ('\ '1' 11 thoujoth .,0 011' or il s It"a(lt-rsh ip
wa s a .., oriatt'd. wilh urban areas. Some Prnl("\lant
m inistl"u t" \ 'idl' n tly pla~OO a n impo rtalll rn ll' in
support ing or j(anizalional an i,,·i,,'. (" \ 'en Ihough
the y ma y nOI ha l e bn:-n Ilw m tx:rs. Wo rn" n
consliuHl'd a n irnpona m part of tht, m O\"('nWIll ,

•
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C'\"t' 1I thou gh rhev were rdqi:~ u'd In a uxilia rv
m~an il;u ion ~ . Fo r manv the all rani \'ent>s\ o f Ihe
orde-r pr("\umahh la\ in 11 <; adopuon o f fam iliar
r u lrural trappmg s fo r 11 <; 11I1lCIlon ... ..uc h a .. te r n
nH't"lin~ <; . a ll-da v ou tdoor ral l iev, C>H I(" r vu p pers
and r la rnbake d in ner v. Lnl ike n-, r o u n terpa rt v in
o llwr ..ta re... there ....·01\ rel a uvelv li" le violence
eo n ner red with the Klan ' .. p rt'''>(' fI(e in Rhode
" land . bevond a le w ' IOIlt'\ rhrn.... n a nd na me,
exchanged lx-I....-ee n 0PP"\Ill~ fal nons . pa ruc u ­
b rh III 192-1 .

The l a r~ t"1 o f K I ~ n ami p arh v wa'.:1\ everv­
where, Ca tholic ism . wit h trac e of h m lilily
to ....-atd l':q~ roes a nd J ew s. ;l h h r)lI~ h om' garher -,

IIMt nmi -Carholi r is m wav th e IIlt"l promllll'nl
rherm- a ro u nd the :"arragan \t ·tt Ha y are-a . Ann ­
Ca lholi. i<;m was nOI new to R ho dt, leland .
h.t\' lII~ been endem ic al It'a 'l from t he IR30 <; an d
p roba bfv ea rl ier. One non- , in rh is run nec no n a v
....·,·11 Rhode lvland'v Hiuauon wit h Ihe Know -
Z': 1JI111n ~ l';lfl\ i ll rh r- IH')O II .~Ot" without sa v-
i tl ~ lha l \ m h ven rimeru-, 'ere- Irequeml v 1I001It'd
ill the movt favo rable li ~h l pO"lh le . ' lJt'SSIll~

p.llriol i< qualuie.. a nd vu p po n of accepta ble
....x ia l val ues. O rrlv III the ht'~ inllitl~ of rbe flex I
dt'cltk i.. th ere e\ id ell(e nf a ne-w foe>added 10 Iht"
Kla n ' \ levnon I.f \ l lla ln,- (;'-.m lll ll n l..m."

Wil ho Ui o rher Xew En .~lalld ' Iud lt"\ fo r (om ­
p;lIi ....m . it I" im po-,..ihle III jlld~(' how d ifferent
renai n ;I\ P('( I\ of Klan p ra<lIu' in Rhode l da nd
mia lu ha ve been . Then- art'. fur in' la fl( e, no
ref("lt'n c(" \ 10 C ru\.ad(" J<; in a n ~ of tht' <,t'conda ry
li tera lUrt' o n Ih r Kla n . {,\l' n l hou~h Ih(" r(" wa \
..uh"ami a l awa rellt'\'i o f Ihl' OTK3n il.al ion . ih
n HTl Pil\i t in n , and it s purpo' e'>;l1 lh l' l im(". If . a \
~ I a led , lh e Crusader , \lIb'l <tmia lly had New
En~land fo r Iheir ha b itat. Itwn t'"idellc'r of lhei r
e xi'>l!' llCl' sho u ld Ix' 3\'a i la b ll' in o the r sIal("s . Ho w
impoltam wa .. il<, wor k in Rhndl' h land is di ff i­
cu lt 10 ..a \·: Olle p lau "lb ll' COll<,('CjUt"Il(t" would ha s'l'
btTn In o;.oh("n a mi- foH.' if{1l hia \ in Klan dogm a .

In Ih t· IXlliri cal a r("na , [kmcxral ic c harR("s of
l in k.. bt'lwt't'n Republl.am a nd Iht' Klan ("x i\lro
al mo ..1 from ,h(" beKinnin ~ . ..... t' r(" pt'rsi s t("n11~ '

mai nla inro. and .....("rt" \ {'h ("mt'ml~' l ("..UTTNIl'd
fo llo..... inf{ Ih (" Firsl Li gh l InfalllfY inci d("n1 . T o
the ("XI("111 Iha l Rt"publl can fo nt'<; o n ly for ma ll ..
rt")("nro ' h t' Klan la l(" in 192-t a nd '>t'Jdom \ pt'(' if·
i call~' Ih errdh("T. Ihl'r(" ....·a<; pr("..umabl ~' a modi. um
o f tru lh in Ihe pa ll l\3 n a llt"f{allon ... Tht' Demo -

r ra rir pa ll\' ma y ha ve bee n th e- I )';lf l ~' o f th e Klan
in rhe Sou th . hUI nOI \ 0 in certai n north ern ..ta res.
a s had a lreadv been noted nauonatt v b, 1926."

J ", ("r e Sl in~ I ~' enough . ..... he n as ke-d how r rur ia!
the Kla n issue w a .. 10 th e rOIlI \>(' o f poli tics in
R hode leland d uri ng the 192{)'" I W O e xperienced .
q uali fied polit ical observerv w-u h Ii rst-hand
kn ow ledge (a nd di ....imilar po luica l a lle~ ia ll'{, )

unanimouvlv mi ni mized il '> impoll<t Jl(e .""
II mas' be tha t Ih e Klan ill Rhod e Is la nd

a mou n ted 10 no th in g mo re th an a mome marv
disturbance in her even -renored way, Wilh almos t
three .enlUries of expe t ienreas independent me-n.
Rhode IsI<tndeJ<; ma y ha ve rebuffed the for eign In

cpi ri r ra the r than th e for t'ig n III ho<ly .

Willia m P . Rande-l. T Il' ~ I< ~ l tH AI,..I. ,of Cm lu,s '"~
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R~ ", I, ~ , . Jam...", \ " Hum l 'J;! ~ t PI'" " IN I' ,.: LI
~ "" ' Ill,'" ( ~ ,ml';m " , l'l2 " llH··I I

111 Im" "..l ~ d)t u,..\ 1'/21. X~" . I' h ·t" """ 1'/2!

I I I ntO " lll l ll h ·bru,.. \ 1'121. X l''' ' ' II . I" .11111 Ii'!
~ " I" u" " 19'! -I

12 " ' m 'ldl'll'" ' ·" rlo. 21 t ..h'Ud" 19'!-I

I' 101,, "..126 Fr bn ld f\ t92 -1

H 101..",..127 F('bruan 1921
I ~ l ,m,.,..12 .\Idre h 19N

16 Nh ' Hi" l d lllld Pl'..d...lum I t d\ r GI ....n .. uh l fi \ Ia rch
19'2-1



15 IH I Id ,lJ X li.I .A N

17 Jouma!lO :Iolau h 192~ ; .....'1£'3 10 :Iola rt" h 1924.

I~ Jouma!" a nd 9 April 1924

19 />""dulum 10 Apnl 19N and lollowin K \•.-l't' h ,

:?Q 1' l'tId ulu m 17 Apn l 192" ,

2 1 10uma!1 1 .\Ia \ 1924

22 lou"'af HI .\I a \ I9'N

2~ l uu,.,,, f 7 ju ..... 1924

2.. l ouma f 2~ .\1 01 \ 1924; ,V I'U'j 2~ .\I ;u 1924; .-id ,.a l1 f '
J UIW'" 192 1

2~ "" U',' 7 JUIlO' 1924. Subw-qUf'nl imld llmt-nl~ apprarl"d
"n l....t-ht- ""JWrOllt- pubhurlOfl davv io Jurn' . Tht-n'­
ah", nf'.n uems " 't-rf' ulb\....mial and numeto...j bUl
nol <,('f1Ollh dn'lI'lIarf'<!

26 10u,.,1I1 22 Junl' 19'24; X,,,,'., 2~ JUOI' 192...

'!7 10u'PJII I 2:' Jun" 1'l".?4

2ll ' ou"'lI l Z7 Junf' 1924

29 l ou mal and X,u'J 2&-29 JUM 192" , pawim . lI.u \'!'\
:\ lm \ Bdkl" 10 Ma rio n BOll" , 27 Junf' 192" , Harvev
:\ lm \ Bdkf" Pal'"', RIBS I.ih, al~ .

30 l ou mil l ~ JUIlO' 192..

31 X,u', 30 j une 192"

~2 X,U' .1 16 Juh' 192..

~~ l uumlll Z7 Juh 1924,

s.. W<)<J".I(.O(AI'/ CII1l2N Jul, I9'N

~:. l ourtlll16 ,' Ull:U" 192" .

;l6 10urtlll iZO AUKU\1 19'14.

~7 X'u'. I I "'ptl'm brl 192..

~~ 10t""1I1 20 AUII' U\1 192 4.

39 Xru'.1 7 ~ptl'mhr, 1924

40 Sru'J "and 9 "'pll'm .....r 19N

41 Pendutum III St-pl..m brl 1924 .

42 " wlm 3 o, IObrr 192'1 ,

n :IolimNlK'aphl'd <ire ular l..ne r da ted 26 t'f'bru ar y 1924
;...,,1 . iKI1 ..d hy Jam .., f. . Du nne. <hair r nan of Demo­
" a lit" , Ia tl' « ' Ill,a l (Om m ill..... ail-k..r Pa~...r e. RIHS
I.ibrary, lnr.."i...... wir h j ud ge ~ifharl Dr C.ia mis.
Pr ovide nce, 13 :Iola y 197" ,

H " m lur 10 and 1M0 ",,1...,1 9'14: NI'WJ 23 October 1924.

1:' .....,1£'127 Cktnl..., 19'! '1 .

'1 6 X'WJ 3 1 000 """ 19'.?4.

'l7 l ' l\l lor ~I {'k InI"' I 19'1'l

48 " 1.11101 7 ~"' I'mt... , 192'1 ; S I'WJ 10 ~o\ ..mbr, 1924 ;
P, ,,d ,, /um 27 ~o\t-mhr , 192" .

19 Jou ,"" I :W~..mb-r 192i , T ..\ l imony of Rr \'. Orio
Br..... . 101m.., vCfl'tJry o f th .. I\.la ... in Sou th CoUnt ,..
before the Rh od .. lvland 1I0 u\l' miltua corn rmuee, 13
Ap ril 19'!I4_lo u."al H Ap ril 1928

500 P,,,dulum tl j anudn 192!!.

:'1 lou"llll31 jan u,n~ 192:'

:.2 P,."du!um 19 .\!du h . 2 ant! 9 Ap ri l 1925

:'3 P....du lum 16 Juh- and' Srpt..m b-r 192,',

~4 P, ..dulum 22 ('ktn brl 19'! !!

:.:. P....du lum 10 Ilr.- t:'mbrr- 19ts

S6 Jou ."allO·13 Ap ,,1 1926

:'7 P, ..dul,.." 22 J u lv. 26 .' UlI: uu. 2 ;lnd 2' ~ptt"mlx, .

1926

:'8 lou."al i a nd 6 :\pu l 19'_'tt

39 Juu."a l ~ t ..bruarv 1927.

60 ) ou."aI26 .' p ,, 1 1927.

61 Jou'''11121 Junt:' 1927,

62 Im l'l\ il' '' " 'lIh :10k Chlfold \ Ial \l m l, ~orlh Scnuate.
R f.. H Juh 197i : wuph.." l In rhe f.h\l',,\UO ul .\ Ir
and :Iolr , MdT"'lI1

63 J ou.rnl! 16 O<:tnb.., 1927

&I 10u ,.,.1 17 :10"' ,. h 19'1ll

liS 10u •.,.1 114-22 :Io"' rc h 19214

66 Jou'''1I123,2i .\"' rt h 19214

67 l ou •.,.12II·30 ''''I< h 19'114

68 Jou •.,.131 :Io"'u h . ... Apn l 1m. pa~\i m

69 T f'u im om 0 1 John t: . S<hl r m m"l brlml' Ih.. Hou 'Ot"
rruhua com miuee. 10 ," p ril l 9'! tI, :10 11 '0( . ' IS
(St: h ll'm mt-t. j ohn t: . l' t al .) Ril l S I.ibran [ ou rne l
" and'" ," p , il l 92"

70 JOI""III I II and 19 Ap ril 192M, MUt:h o f rh.. ba,k­
gro u nd for th .. Kldn ' \ Inlih, ;ll lwll nf th.. fir \t Li~h l

Infalll r ~' i\ fo un d in llr.. R rpv'l o!lhr ,of d , u fa" t (;rrl­
1'111 / (19214 ), II i. " 'onh nn u n !/; th at rh .. mi lit ia com­
m in.... repor t. OItlnrd psirued and \0 Ii_If'<! in rh.. A f h
a"d R,,,,/t ,,., fOI 192M, (a nnOI 1M:" I(. a wtl .

71 t ou r.. ll/2 1 Apti l 19211 .

72 Jouma124 Jun.. 19'211: "" w.22 and 2:i J Ul1e 1928.

73 l ouma/2:' Jun.., I jul y 19214.

74 Jouma l2 J ul y 19211 .

75 ......' w.\ 2 j u l\' 1925.

76 l ou m il / tl and 9 j anuar y 1929 " 1\.1a n Wt dtlin K Ce re­
mony wit h Pa,adt- al O nl"to ,N :Iofar ston scrapbook.
:Iofim""IK'aphn l mN' lin l( nol in' h o m J-W P..rty .
O<t"b" l 19~2, p"tr y \ IS., Rill '" l. lllra ry.

77 S,hl..turn e-r 1 t'. t imOll ~ . M,...: . .\I S (S, hl..mnwr ;u aU
RIH S Library,

711 La n v A. Ra nd , "Th.. Kllow ' ~"lhinR Pa r tv in R h•• t..
"land : Rrl iKi,," ~ Bi!i:Olq r and Poli tica l S U'TI'\\ ."
R hod,./. /tm d II II IOr")' 23 : i (Ol tOhrl 1%1 ) 102· 1I t>.

l oumlll 14 O",obr, 1 9~2 .

79 X, w R , p ubllC 10 t '..t.' Uill\ 19'!6, ~ I I.

110 l r n.." i.... wuh Judl(t" :Ioli tha..l ~Ci,U1m; Off·l h..·
'''t"ord int..t\l..'" Io'i th a Rl'p ubl l<a n rown f. ,l iu <id ll ,
9 lln ..m hr r 1974
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T eacbing th e Three Rs ­
Eliza Smith . Schoolmistress

.\ ht rle- 11: 11 1 III hbt~ . ' hUtlldt'I' hum lu-d ll\ t'r a, if
(arnlllg lh l: "H'u~lll of IIII' world. l oo~ill.g hke- a
woman o ld 11,['1011' h i" [mil", ..lit' ..j" in a " lf k lll~

(hall. t I.I' P lIIlI: ,j ' In ;,\ of HI','''. ~;lti nll: 'O !elll ll !"
0 111 of ll lf'" (,111 \;)". f / l : a vnuth, I'rOI' IfJn l( (' (R .I.)
\thoolm/I(TI'\\ \\';1">.111111-<1 (Iu-a 1~311 ....hen a rt i­
',III ( r;l l h lll t"1l t"ill lJt>o:l .tWIt Il\d,hoot! n an·llll .1I:

h ir.:: h w;I\ ' and h'w"a'" of 11u- 1"lIIln l't;Ht·.. panu­
IIlg lh t' Lut'.. 01 it.. IK"pk hdolt' plu,'ol::r;,pll\
' 1~ lIa lln.l rill' tlt 'mi ..r: of ttu .. poputn a rt 101m .

She- gu'\\' lip II I Ill' •.Ii/<I ."illl i " I, a ...-hooheiu her
who hlt 'llIkd II w " l im l .1Iu l ln\ lIIg: ra n- of flit"
mother '>I I ,h;1I ht-t link ..IIU MII '>l '('m.. likt' a plt'i ''' '
an t h llllll'''- '>lIIt'JJf>TII 'd 'ht, J o h n ..run ...-hlNll
( O llU Tl i l hT In II'IKj I

FOl 1ll';llh ;1 qu.uu-r 01 ;1 't'lIIl11\ EIi " 1 ."u n ilh
l i\ ed duwn IIII' roadtrom ht'l nne-room ,{I-HMII·
hou,,' in J"hn ' lon . In .Iuh I!lOI, in .ht, "lIth l of a
1t"ltlld . llIc\lking he-at W;I\t· rh.u t' n\t'lolwd :\('W

Fng larlll-t 1,,,inK down LII IOlil" a nd !l'l lIng rhe
n ld and lrll l rm-,hl' du-d ;1 1 'C'\1 ' 11I\ a nd wa,
hutn-d ill Ilw Smilh Iamilv 1'101 in (; ran ' Chun h
U'IIl,'It'I\', 1'11I\l tll'l ltt ' , "'i ll, ' h.rd 11 11 duec t lIn n 'ml ­
aut s: vlu- wi lh-d 1ll'1 IMMJk, a nd IM" " '"ion , ill -
I lud lll g 1111' oi l porn au. III t wn dc.u , pi n"(,1
h i('lllk2

:'\'(>;ll h Il ft \ \t';n, alll ' l ht'l dc';uh , Ih t' :\ t' w York

Slart' Il i'l lll i, ;1! :\"llCi"lioll ;ll q u iH'd Ilt'l "orllan
fo r iI, lol k ;111 I o llt'( llI'll ill C'MJIM'I ..lown . [ Ilia
Smith L lllW III ..11;111' .g;l lk ry "1>;11(' wilh o lh, '1
poltr;lil .. h\ wl'll kno.... 11 11;11\1' an i..h , F Ii/ a ' ..
pOlll ;, it h 'I" all /til' (halat Il'li ...i, .. 01 fo lk pai nl­
1Il ,g-1l ;1I 1l(, " ;m il 1;11 k o f Ih H'f' dllllt' lh io nal il\ -

- .\ t: ....lll.,l.. " I lh.. {... .l..·' ..I" .. l1 {. I.•d"..... 1'1,,,,1.0111\.
l . J..IW '( " "'h,·",I ., .. h I''''' ' .,-"-.,,,h,', dllh..
\It"" u"" .01 "I"", Rlo"l . '" .... Ynll

t'mpha ' I' o n d" ..lgn .rnd dt'lOl ;lln t' neamu-n t-c­
a hwllce- o r h gl-u and , 1r;H IO W- lII h llH'llt''' uf
human .1lIi1101ll\ and Ioun. .I1·illi Lipman . folk a rt

h"l"rr;m , uou-d NIIl!' C1"'1 "'11 hallcl-, whi ch , 1C'.tT ~

h ..ho w IIII' ' 1'1.1\' o f flU" " " "(' " t'l e painted a -, d
t1''10lilll\l ' ., h l· lI holl~ h l " '111-1 no am-mpt at fum ­
linn,ll J('all ,lIl ~ t'IIWIll o f d w I-I;IIU" ' " TIll" co m ­
hiu.mnn 01 mun-d ;lIu l "old colo l ' and n-, per ­
'Ix'clnc' Iwlp Ill.,k,' 111I'IMltllilll a p.lll i,ublh
dl 'lilltl l\ t· " Ill'. " l it- It, ,IIC" fliMl" atMI\I ' l ilt' land ,
"' ;IIM' on .. lIl.lg i, ' ,lIpt'I "- ''' ''' /f''4I' .~ d1""'l ltwd II
in 19:'9 ' Eliza .\ m llli a l" , ;IPIIl';m'd III an ear her
i "w' 01 "'''(''1''''\ and molt' II 'CI'IIII\ III a h i ,Il)!\

oll"llllili, IMIIlIl llg III An ll'l lC a
.\ n " ..lIl11.. lI,d .'\OIKI ;1"1\11, wCll k lllg hom Il'lOO­

l l'lhCl in IIH' { '!H I.oc l 't.w'" 11"'011'1.1 'Olllt' nfl lwir
111lI t' In IMIlII ;lih , manv of "h i1 h nOI ..i,f:; Ilt'c1 or
in"'lilwt! Iii-PilI n"Il~ldt' ll llfi;lbk \I l1er\ .s For l ilt'
f u r iou, muvr-um '''ItOI whn a,b ;Ibo u l rlu- IM'O '

pit- ,1IId 1"'l\OIl ;t11l1t" Iwh illd thr- pOllra ih-who
W"II ' rht ,\,? w hat d id Ih n d o ' how did Ih n lin'?­
tlu-re- a re- ill lIlo,1 C '"~l ''' 11 0 a n ..wer ... FOl Eli za

Smit h. hOI'T\t'I , , . It'l t' 11 1 't';111 h o f vit a l ~ lal i" in,

' 11 \ d ill" [(II in, " '11 ..11 .. li ..[.., will s . r h ureh and
'" hool It'j 0 1(1- I L l .. n-vulu-d III a n u nusua l am ount

o f informa u on rh.u , how~ her lifl ' , ont' in manv
1t' ''IM'( [.. 1I'I"t ''''I\l;u i\'I' 01 rhou san dv o f A9 wrif iln
wonll'!l 0 1 11ll' mid 'l1i lw[C'1'llth U 'I H lII\ "' ho t' fl'

1t'Il 'd tlH' tt';lI lu lIg PI()It'~, io ll , liq'd (lUI r1lf'i l li\ t'..,
;lIl d di ....P lx·;lInl mill IIIC' ;lI1olnmil\' (If Ih l' p a\l.

\\, ht' ll Iht , :\1·....' YOlk Stall' 1I1'lOli c'a l A",una,
[ion ;u /j u ll C'd h l'r pOllra il , a 11011' allal h('11 10 i t

..l;J[(ocl " 'hn F li /.1 w;" . " 'ht 'Il ' a mI wht'n ,hi' " ·a..



1M ~I. IB, :<o""nll

hOIll . whe-n the pai n ling: was done a nd IIMI rhe
aru-, wa-, "the pastor of rh e Broad Stree t Chriv­
nan Chu rr h." W hile (he daH·'i. la ter pr oved erro­
neouv . the ft''i.' of the mlormauon wav t''''.t'' nl ia ll~

I (>rH·. I and prm ided the taI..t'-oll Ilo ln, lor re­
't';l1lhm~ Eliza Smilh _'

Whe n Eli ,a was horn on Stewa rl (S tua rl) SlIM'l.
Prov idence. on April -t . 18~1. Rhoot' lvland'v
publ« -.c:hool law wac onh thre-e vea rs o ld bUI bv
ttl!' ume ,ht' wav o ld enough 10 aueud ther e we re
,c'\na l ,e hooh i ndudi n ~ a hi!o;h -a hool wit h a
~II l , " "'Il ion . When Henr c Barnar d became
Rhode h la nd ' , edura uonal d~C' nl in IMH. rhe
1q.!; i, la llHt' au rhorized hi m "Ill U\I' al l It'~llimalt"

nu-anv lor promot in g rhe Ulll'If''' ' o f ed uca tio n in
t"\1' 1~ mwn III Rhode lxland ."! III part he realized
rh.u o bjt'( lin' in lh e Srhool :\1 1 of 11'0 :1 evtab­
1L ,h i n ~ 1111' d i..rrirr school cvvnm . Barnard further
adv ocan-d I('alhing l raill ill~ in \lilUII' \ a nd female
11';1( hl 'T' . "Educate well , if vou (a n ed ur are o nl v
fHlt' '>t' X, the female chil d," he wrote- in UH8, "so
rh.u t"\t'n horne sh all han' 'Ill educate-d mo ther
and ahm f' all , p rm idf' for th r proft',..iona! tra m­
ing of female leM h('" for upon Ilwi l agenr v
popular education rn uvt n- Iv lor a h igher stvle of
mannerv. mo ral s a nd intellect ual r u hure" • Si,
,ear.. la ler . in IH5·1, tht' Rh(Kl(" hlaml Sla te :'>:01­
m;ll St hoo l nprned in (rnlTa l 1'" ,\ Idt"nct' wllh a
'laff 01 Iwn a nd ~ I ud("nl btxh of IWt'Ill" \t'\t'Tl ,
Ar u !'\ tilt" ri \ t'r on Ste\, .-atl SII N"I, Eli za Smi lh
wa~ tWt"nl\ ·lh ree \ r ar \ old, \l n~ It'- pa'> l Iht" .-on­
\ t'llllnnal ag:(" fo r marna~e-.-.oon 10 d rlt'rmine
ht 'f l ife', ",'orl...

fli l-a ""a\ lh e la \1 ( hild of " Iam lon and Elrza
(~lIi ld Smilh and Ihr o n h (lnr o f fin ' brolher .-.
a nd , i.-. ll'r.. 10 sun' in' lTlfallC )', lI (" f falht'! , a \"a r­
ni ~h m;lkt"r hy lradt" , wOfl..nl fllli 01 a lhrre"build ·
ill~ n llll p lt'x tx'hind Ihe Sm ilh hom t'o H t" su p­
pl lt'd ltW IH'fth of ca b iflt' t rnah r.-. , ca rr ia ~(' ma krrs
and .-. h ip buildrr... Ceflainl\' h is tradl ' wa .-. m h­
' 1,1Il1 ia l j tld !'tlfl~ from Ihe ill\,t'flloT\' lak t"11 at hi ..
t1t'a lh in IRS5- I IS ga llom o f Iill wed oil. 125
~<l llom o r lurpenllne ' p iri ls" ·IR5 pounch o f !i!:um
sht' llal a nd .')() !i!:a llons o f \'ar nr\h a lrt'dlh ma dt'
up.' T houg:h probabl) Ihf' Smilh fam il) IWH"r
t'Xpt"tit"ll.-ed fi na nc ia l hanhhip, t h f'~ did kn o", '
'>Orrow fro m dral h .. of fi \t' infa nr .-h ildft'n . nont'
n f whom .-.uni\ed past Ih itlt"t"n mOlll hs , The
lamih . ",'h l.-h inrludrd IWO maldt'n au nt~ ,

AlamlOn '.-. .-. i\l("l\ Judilh a nd Clari ..y , ex~rienn"d

period, o f mourn ing in 1822, IH25 . I M27, 1828,
and 1829 o n the death of each infan t. In 1 8~6

El iza G uild Smith d ied a t thi m ·-f'iKhl. lo ~O"" five
)c"at\ old, EIi' a ITl a ll lil..d ihu<KI ,"II fOf her pOllfail
while in mo urn ing-thai explain, the blar k dress
a nd rhe portrait "....o mbre mood . BUI hri .~h l

..p lac he-, of CUIOf on the ho ri ron and a r hu rch o n
a h ill in lilt' backgrou nd lend a note of opumivm
a nd hOfx' rha t helps rel ieve Iht· ponr.u t ' .. overall
melanc holv.

l 'fl \ ig:ned -Eli u ' s portra it I'> auribu red IfJ

Eli jah W . Barrowc. pa \IOT of Broad Slr N"1 Chn..­
ua n Ch urc h in Providence . o rgu nive-d III I H~ ·1.

Two vears ea rl ier. two uineram min i..rf" TS ca me 10
prt'aeh in Providence hut "made no ..rop ber auw
of tlu- r hol era ra~in g at rhar unu-." n In the fal l.
0I1l' of the-m, Elijah w. Rallllw .-. , n-turne-d and
ga ined a following , hi , ~ IOU p l"lll i nui ll ,~ 10 nUTI
for pra )t'f a fte-r Barro ws le-ft 10 p lt' ;Uh in anothe- r
ruv . III' ret u rned in April l H3'1 a nd h i\ vmal l
g roup began uving th e Iornu-r I hapt'I-111f' old
"Ti n T o p" - of Ri ch mond S ITt'l"1 Con.~If'g'Hional

Sodl'l ~ a t Richmond and PIIlt", TlOI far from the
Smith horne. Eliza' .. AUIlI j udith and n meteen
otht'r, "ca me forward" III J uh In oflie ialh form
lht' Ch ncuan Churc h of Pr o ' id t'1l1r. T h('\ ('on­
lin un f ""tlT\hippi ng III lht' Tin T o p ullIil t ill
wh("t\ Iht" buil l a .-.ma lll ha lx"llln Ih," I or ner of
l'aw tu x<- I IBroa d Sllffl ) a nd h "nllt'r. Re, n t' nd
~lr . BaTlnw., rt'ma in t'd a nnlht'f IWO \t'a r.. I)('fo ft'
mo\ing o n. t" \en llla lh '>t'uling in 1.<I kt' , 'iJlf',
~la \"," h u\f' t h _ I ' H i, \Ia' in P, n \ id"111I" coinc ided
with Eli ,a Guild Smi lh ' .. dl'alh ; lonn'I\'a bh and
"UPPOfl lfl~ lh e tradlllon . h t' parnl t'll \'f)l ITl~ E III<I "
pOTITa i I.

O( tt'll Iht' na i\'t" port ra it ifl( lut!l" ,ullw lh ing
dt'" r li lli n · o l ..ll ler Of pain U'f , "(Jlnelhin~ Ihal
fur rlwT ilk lllif ir s olle or hulh , TIll' ( h Ull hand Ihr
IWO-'>I CII It'd bUildin g pfomi lwlll in lh t, ba rk ­
!i!: rn u lld p rohabll '>t" rn " Ih i.. p llTpmt". 'I'll( buildill~

(llllld I,," a landm ark of nirWlt't"1l1h ·tt'Tltun Pl m ,j·
ek nee 01 t'\ t"11 of [l ila ' " llt'ig htxHhlMKl bUI il h ,H
nO! hn"n Iden ll fi l"d . The \I t"r pl,'d I h UHh d ot'S nOI
re"'mblt' Ih t' o ld Tin T op bUI nmld II 1)(" Ihe
Chli ..l ian ch urc h ', ril ..1 cha prl al Bro.1d and
Ft'nn t'r ~ l 'n forluna ld,' Ihal ha .. tK't"n dt''i.l ron"<.!
and no dt"pi(linn o r il m", i, '("\ O r wa' it a
t hurr h Barrow.. reffie mbf' ,f'l.! from hi, <hildh<Xxl
III ~Ian , ridd . Con nt't'l ICUl ? Or a '1\1on o r tlllt' ht'
a \ p llt-cl In for hi .. P te)\ idt"nce (lmg:rt'~allon bUI d id
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/)"'/(111 '"~ a j " lm '/mr mtlp ., I,,' U'm ~ ..f ,,' u...h ,'.;, /r""I II"", !
iI.r d f. lr ~iI '.; " ,, 11, ' ., I",,. ..,. (1m..,,., ,, <{h /).

n OI "'-'t . tx-~ll n ' IIIH' he It'h b -Iorc the- m.u n I hurch
wa .. b Ulh ! In lXX-I. th re-e vear c hdo lr h i, dea th at
t' 1 ~ 1 1l \ ' I WO, 11(' travelled from Lakevifle, lonv-
£1\'(' mi ll" ,'a 'l 01 P Tfjvid l' IUt', In join Itlt' Iillil,th
a nni n '" a l \ cI,ll,bra tlfln clf Broad Sllee l Chnvna n
Ch u n h.u Rt'( OIch ill Lak e-vifle , lin"" Revere-nd
\11, 8 .tl rn",·, plt" tC h ill~ III \f ull t'1Il Hill me-etmg
hon-e. u-achmg , and \('T\ l n~ fo r man, vear v o n
Ihl ' ",-hllol ('(llIlllll lltt' . '· :'\:n eviderx e t'Xlt'pl l lw
no n- ;1I1alhnl I II Eli /it' , IJOItrai l ind il 'a ll" rhar he
ma y have- h'TII an ;ilti ,1

Eli /a ' , fat til' l te-rnar rir-d :1 vea r £oJl owill.': h i-,
WI(t' " death a nd rhr-reafu-r p rov ided for I fl ur ch ll­
dre n In hi .. ",-'(olld wtlt- in addit ion tn h" 1...·0
"i'll '" a nd EIi M Stewa n SUt't'1 a nd Pr o \ld"nct'
changed. th e c 11\ Ilrunivhed . 1.011.':1' Iederal house..
on the- hill nn,t1ookm g the- II n 'l vhowed ,III

('ad u' , e-ra of nu-rca nule pr ovpe-t i tv. :'\:nw revule
m,tIIufac IUllll g . nvlu-n-d in In S;unud S iall" "

IIul1 ill li90. dommau-d li lt' erunom v. The city
hOlJ\I 'd millv . Lit tOlin , a nd mr m- people. IIlO'1 01
thrill IllllIIl .c;ralll " ,\ I,IIl ' ln n Srnilh-'l'c{llld ~l'n ·

elation out 01 Cum berland . Enc;land-"'I'" Ih,'
eil\ grow from 11.767 m 1820 In ·11.5 1j h\' IH50.
SU'W,IlI ~lI t'(' 1 Iml ih n-videm ial dMlat u- Wit h
rhe tll' l" of lc"tII, IfI pa ll Irom hi, IW O " , tl'1\ , he
hon~hl It'll lo t, in Ill';uhy Cranvrou . Pcrh.rp-, hI'
intended to lIln\1' til"lt' 1JI pl'l hap, it \\' ,1\ , lwI' l
" IX" ularion . II i, dt',llh in j ulv IW)5 OIl f1h\ -,ix Idt
th e Smith houvehn ld 1M'It '" 0 1 lather and bread ­
wrrmer . H i, illlt' 1II i n h i, ", ill. wr ruen th re-e
mon th , bt·IOII' , wa s 10 ~ell t' r() l1"' '' a nd ('q u lld bh
punicit' lor El il a and h i, ,el oncl wife a nd r lul­
dr r-n. lit' !M,tjll(';\llwd to Elila $,'100, nne m,llIog-an y

- ,
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bureau a nd two mOlh()~aln t:wd~ l('a{h (I;III' r evalu
a n-d a t ~ ixll'c'n d(Jllar~ ) w h it h were hiv fih l Wlft"\ ,
The rem.unde of ltw ectate wa v di vided a 1l1 01l~

h is wi fe and Chi ldren . The will W,I \ Iih-d and
inH'ntory rakcu of h Ollw a nd var ni vh vho p. Bill
dOlim~ a g-aill \l the- 1'\la lt' 1Tl011l11, 'd ; ilhO k l' llq
pal wr\ we-n- filed in St'J1lt'lllht 'r .11

For Elila , now I....-e-tuv- Iivr- ;1I1d. \ 11 11 ~i ll,~ I(', the
peri od mu ct ha\t' Iwt'll lIll t' o f ~r ea l unre-r taj ntv,
Her father had bct-n lilt' fa"llly' ~ \o k TT1t'all~ of
Iinamial vu p port. 111'1 ~ i X l\· l wo·y ('a l.o ld AUIlI
judith soon adn'rti""d ," a tailor('" . EIIl ,l found
rhar It",uhillg- wa s 1I0W a { { t"~ ~ihlt' III WOIllC'Il and a
mme pleacaut alr e-rnauv e- I I I faclfJTy worL. fIT ~C'W '

mg . Rh od e l vl.md Slate· :'\01111<11 School wa s
g-t adualing: It'adw, , , IlMII\' o f them fema le. gai n.
Illg a rredible J('pu lalion Y' E1ila b e-arn e u r n- o f
ih ('a ll y g-rad uil ll" alldl,,· IH(,() she I ~ " Sled ,IS a
lea .her ,11 From IHfiO In l!'Ifi9 vhe romi nued 10 li ve
OIl th e Si ewarl SIl~ ' 1 ad drew . In 1 86~ her '1f'p,
mother tdo.all..llo a Iwig:hbnrmg- \ 11I'C 1. lea\'ill g
Eliza wub ALlIlI j udith . lin ....· S("n'lll y, a nd Aunt
C la ri\..a . w ve-n tv-om-. :-.;" ('X I vea r Clari ~ <';l d ied and

Iive- ve-ar-, b lt' l J ud ilh ,l" nit' hou \(' W,I' the-n 'old.
W!Jt'H' Ei lla 1ll0\t'tl. when- s tU' la u~ hl. wh.u , ht·
di d (m Ih t' I1I'XI te-n p\ln, l ~ii9 10 1879, remam
IIna II ' hI' I e-d CItlt'\! I II II \,

Wf ' fiud J< l i l<l ill J oh n \ lllll III 1~79 -":'\ I i"
1.i/lU' .... IllJlI! 01 DI 'tlll 1 =10 ], t OI1l I';lI;tt l\f· l\ , m-w
Wil li u-, \ ..1 .c; i\I " n id"lIl t' o l an t\II I11" 1 Llho lf ' l

alld ~(Jod II';" her ,"1- ,\ ,n l"" '1Ilt"n l Il' p'" I JILl< t'd
Filla 'cmuh III 1l1 \ll 111 :t'1. Anrn« h di 'U H r. wll t'l t,
vln- t l'lll;tillni 1111111 IX!,!ll ;lll d 1"111 1'11 11'1 11 ~l l

Fin' mil t" from I'to\icl"l1f c' 011 Iht' \\'oona '<illa ­
uu L.I" a nd J'fl( <1 \ \, '1 ri\c 'I \ , john-ron W;1\ ;1I1 a!-!;Ti .
t uhur a l au-a num-d mill rown Wh,·n .Ii/;\
lau!-!;hl Iht,It" lht, I Tnioll ,HId ~1"linll mill -, had
aura el"d all i llnll i!-!; Ia nr 1I( IIlU);ltion , partic ufarlv
, ....,l' lJ i ll~ t h e- [inl .... hool di ''' it l. In a ~ Jlal"I-, I\'

'1'1I1,'c! IMI I 0 1 If.WIt that JlII'~t'''t'd 11 \ ru ral cbar­
ac h 'l IUII!-!; altc', ' he 1"'1 o f John ~ lolI became a
null IflWII, Ellla ' , 'C hl l(,1 W<l ~ a wood fra me
huilclin !-!; ronvn uc ted in 11'07 . .. rvpi cal nne -room
,c hool 1('(<'111, ..1 locl.ty wit h n o - tal ei a . Arnirx h
'c hool, Ihou~h , liv ed wel l bevond ill. nme : in
19~O " ....'01 ' ' I i ll in \ 1'1' heated bv a " IO\(,.ZI



:h eatlv ,t~ I HH7. Ih e john-aon "l hooJ n- pot r
r ited Di..rri r t a·I' , d t,'>tJ la u' locanon . small ~ i lf', ill
a rra ll!(t'IIU'1Il in , itll'. rom hltlil1~ i l wa .. 1101 a
" pleasa tu ' l h uol hou,e." advi ..i n~ better htl( k­
bo ard s and n tla a p p;lIat u .. "i f rhe ~(M xI people
wou ld "'... fil III I"Ul' idt, n". Eliza' .. rla ....e.. wer e
vrnafle-t than IIlO'1 di'lI i, h i ll Juh n" lun. In 18B-I
Iwt' nt\·- t' i~h , pupil.. ,,"Trt' 1t'1!: 1..rered a nd eig h ree n
wa .. a \'t"a~t' auendam e. She d id nm fate problems
1)1 hl'l fl·l low te-ar her.. in D I..tl lr , al whn h ha d
:H i lel!:i..re-n-d wil h 1-10 an·r;t~t· a ne nda m e . ta ll ..­
i ll~ ",hool o lr idah I n la me-nt the n um ber 01
n uarn-, " se-e-n dai lv ill th e vtreets ~rowillg- up ill
IKIIOlalll e- and idk- ne-,v."

O"'p ilt' he-r "hIMJlhou'>t" .. P(MJI phvsica l condi­
urm and i,, )Lllioll . nit;t' .. teac h m g-c-nn a $j f)()

ann ua l ·"al;uY-l!:t·Jl(·ra lh' won kudo v. " :\Ia \ the
ume ht· tar d ivranr when il , ha ll ht, nece..<,.;H \' 10
appuillt a 'lUH·....U I In :\I i" Sm ith," read th e
'>< hoot re-port in I/Ul j .

"The (Iu it·t emb uviavm o f Ih i\ ladv . united wu h
he-r ~t'n lle, Ch rl..lI;1Il t'h;llatln, ha .. wo n ih wa~ to
rhe hrart-, of pupi l.. a n d p<H enh a like. Of tom",'
in vur h a school wr- ruuv e xpel· t good lead l illg; ."

"She ha-, b -come- so fam ilia r with the lex I book
in u \(' Ih ;1I ..lit· willlOIIt'1 I a pupi! even a -, 10 a
p u m-ru a rio n III,H k in readlllJ( wi thou t rd err inK to
the book . \rho ru n d o lx-ner?"

R\ ItltlM. rhe- la , t vear her name a ppe-ared in th e
J Ohll 'IOII ..r hool reporrs. Eh za Smit h had amassed
Ionv -rhn-e (e l ll1 " 01 tl';Uh in~ : IHH9 H'pon notev a
<ha ng-t' III It ';u twr, in Di,ttin 1I"'.l " hoo lhOlh t,.n

Son\(' yt'a" of It' rilt 'llIt,!lt la y ah ead for EII/:I­
pt 'f h;I P~ a llowin g linw ' " IM ' ;ll t il t' in the Broad
Stre-e- t rh un h ill wh i, h vlu- It'malllt'd it life IIIt'm ­
bel. Tht'lt' 1111 .lill y lf j , 1901 IIt'I flillnal hroug h t
log(·tllt' r It"Lu i\ ·t,.. a nd hit 'Il(I, . 0111' of th elll ~a\"ed
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George Berk eley' s Newpo rt Experience

The vi..il of Gror:a:r Be-rkelev. dean of Ot'rr~ in Ire­
land. 10 Xewport from 1729 to Inl hav been
heralded as one of rhe- cuhural high points of the
OT\ '\ hivror v. Sinct' hi\ reputauon had preceded
him 10 tbe :\'rw Wor ld , Xewporr 'v inhahuam-,
Wt'11: ""ell aware that Berkeley wa .. nOI an average
AIlKJiean dea n . Exut'mdy lea rned , he had earned
.1Il :\I.A . hom TliniT\ Collt'~e, I>u hli ll , ill 170i ,II

IWt'lIIy-TWO. Later lha l vea r , he rere-ived a 1I1l0r­
ship and Iel lo wvhip a l Tr in uv. and ordiua uon in
tile C h urch of Engla nd, well -traveled. hI.' had by
1727 explored Rome, Siri lv. Pari s, Lvo ns. Genoa
a nd ~aples, l

Bt'rle ln· .. philo..opbicat wor kv had ht-e-n read
and d ISl'm<,t-d nOI only in Greal Brita in . hUI on
Illl" ennlinelll and III The colo nies. Belou- joumev­
inK 10 Amer ica . hi' had published X~U ' Throrv of
rlHon (17091. Treatise COnUHlIlI .ii: thr P,m£lpl~\

of Huma n A." lOu · l~d,ii:~ 07101. Pa,HIl '~ ()b~d/l'lla

11712 1. Three Ihaln.ii:IJ.~.\ B~tu'~~n 11)'10\ arid
Ptulnruou s ( 171~1 and J)~ ,\ln lu 117211, Be-t wee n
1709.uul 1721. he developed h is p hilmnphy of
imtnan-rialivm-c-a ..vvn-m of thought wh ich at -
1,1( ked the dominant lx x kean nor ton rha r a ll
p he-nomena ro uld ht· dirnlly a trrtbutahle In
lllalni.11 {;IUsaliorl . And in ,hose YI';IIS, he had
"tTIl ahk- I" ,I"t'll phd",ophil.r1 bdil'" I1UllI'

I Jr-arh and Hmr idl·lllll Ihan t" \t'r ht' wOll1d hi"
ahle 10 do dRain . Wh de his writin:a:.. did nOI
ohlain uni\l:r'>dl prai""" Rerkt' ln ea rn ed Ihl" pt"r·
sunal lo\e and aJmiralion of man\ nOlnl mc'm­
hl"r, of London and Dublin lileran circll"­
Addi'>on . SII:t"k. Pope. and Swill all (OUmffl
Themst"ht's in Ihe ranh o f his dost"'>1 frie nd...!

•....h"ild ',kt"TTlp l~ a"I'MIll plof('~...>r of Ill,tO(\.1t \,'l'~tt'r n
Oll\l1l't1l1 ul "it.. l l' ColI<"JCt"

:":01 vurprisjnglv . ill the vear-, fClllowill~ Berke­
k, 's depatlllte hom :":t'''''pOII. the- rornmunuv'v
inhahirams per civn-nrlv lepl rhe- me-runrv of his
sojourn t he-r e aliv e. Th,'\ never ured of 1t'lIm!,:
,Tflfll'S of rhc dean and hi~ "wild and r-himencal
nouon.." l''''11 alll'1 he had been lon~ Korll' from
Theil mid..t. T""l'lltil'lh ·u-llIul)' '>thobr.. all' no
II·.... ro nrer ned wuh eea mi nauon of Rt'l ldl"\"\
IlTl lla(1 upon (01( lIIla1 Newpon. as Iht ·y rxamme
rlu- ru lrural in flllt'lHt, he a nd h i.. n-nnue of fo1­
lo wI'" had in Ihe rrnunnrrtirv . R,',l t'lq ' s ralr-u­
lahle- im par l 0 11 :":1'WpOrl wav art u<l lly mi ni ma l.
Il l' wi lled hl\ housl'- \\'h lll'hall- la llds a nd
!lCKlh not 10 lilt" !i':T;uull't".. o f :\'ewlKlJl hUI 10 Yale
ColIl'!,:I'. Ah ho u !i': h he beca me a Ireeman ill April
1721J,Ihele is 1111 evidence Ih"l he parncipated in
town affaire . and mur h 10 indirall' rhat hedid
IIIII. The onh evidem e 01 his regard I.. the organ
he puu hased for Trmirv Church-and il to ok
T rin il\ Ihlt"(' vear.. 10 locate a n acceptable 01­
!i':;l n iSl fo r tha t re lebrau-d m uvic a l in ..uumem. '

Th ISdoc, nOI Im pl y Thai the dl"afl's extended
II'SIlI("I1( I' wa .. wit hout sig n ifiea nle, Bt'rlt·ley·s
imp.« I upon the- ruhu ral dt' \'e lo pll1l'l1 l 01 rha r ri l~

m<lY have twen mi ni ma l, :S:ew poll " inl luenrc on
the de a n ca nnot bt, iK llo rl:d ..0 easily . for Bnke­
lry '" sojourn p rofoundlv al tered hi .. pSH hlllog~

and philmoph, . IIi , ex l~'Til'n((· da ..hl"(1 hi .. opli­
IIllS1Ir hope.. fur T1·li .~i()u\ and ....--ial Trform. and
dt'"H-Iol~-d wilhin h im biller "ffth of Ilt·" im i\ m .
lI is bio!i':rapht'r -Alrx<lndt'r C.amphell Frast"r­
l("('ll!':ni/t"ti Ihal Rerll'le~ ' .. I'Xpt"f1t'fl( (" III :\'ewporl
1ot'"t"m.. 10 haH' "..nbernl. ewn brolell him." RUI
Fra \er explain"lhe dean 's dt't'p lTlelaluholy ex·



.">-1 Ca:ORC.t.IUJlKnEY

dU\I \dy in rermv of his disappoi ntmeru over the
ulumare failure 0 1 his Bermuda pro jec t. The
impact of thai fa ilure was undeni ably profound:
but Iklkt'ley' s depression and sense o f futilit y
after 1731 can be full y u nderstood on ly through
an examination of hi s rearnon 10 the uni que
moral. c u h ura l and reltgious sta te of x ew pon' s
com m u o u v.•

To full~' comprehend the si~nificanC(' of Berke­
it'y' .. Xewpon ex perience, it is neressarv 10

understa nd his motives and aspira tions for rhe
New World . Wh y did he-c-co smopol iean church­
man and man of leuers-s- sa i l in to the bay at
S ew por i in j an uary 1729? Berkelev p lanned to
found a college that wou ld reform ma nners,
propagate the ~mpel among co lo nists and In ­
dians alike. and in general be an " m stru mem of
doing ~ood to ma nk ind ." While he ho ped 10

locate it in Berm uda , he p lanned 10 spe nd a bri ef
amount of time at Newpor t before heading for his
ultimat e desunanon. Here ht" would buv lands 10

serve as a n inves tme nt for the Bermuda adventu re:
here too he would esta blis h co n tact wit h S ew
En gla nders to supp ly his college with necessary

.. ,
provtvrons.

The dean's desi re for an Amer ican college was
nei ther light nor tran sient . He had co nce ived the
idea to "spend the resid ue of (h is) da ys in rh e
Island of Bermuda" as earl y as 1721, and he
obsuna telv cl un g to it for over a decade thereafter .
H ili p lan to set tle and head a co llege in the New
Wor ld did not de ri\-e from any IUM for power or
desire for nororietv. That o bsessive devotion ca n
be understood o nly in terms of severe depression
he su ffered in au tumn 1721, after three months
in London , foll owing five fu ll years of extensi ve
European travel . Appalkd by wh at IIf' witnessro ,
Berkrl t"Ysaw a London fillfi! with co mp lex and
unprt'd ictable eco no mic sche mes and moral cor ­
rupt ion . an En~land devoted 10 wealth and mate­
ria lis m while il inCT('asi ng ly ignored and e\'en
rid icu led the spi ri lual rea lm . T h e disa\lrous
Soulh Sea Bubble-in wh ich w man)' of hi s
fri ('nds had su{f('red fin ancial ruin-symbolized to
Berkt'lt'y Ihe econo mic complexi!y and corr up lion
that could onl y he era d ica ted by rni\ial of reli ·
gion , indu srq i, frugalily, and d('votion 10 the
publ ic good .·

If the So uth Sea Bubble symbolized Europe' s
eco no mic deca y. the deis ts, a tht'islS and fret"·

thmkerv so prevalent in London 's '.0. ia l rirr lev
w ere for Berkeley pr ime «H1'>t'~ of Lo ndon's self ­
ishness. avar ice and spiri tua l drgem-rar v. Free­
thinker s he described as "a snr t of St'ct w hich
di min ishes a ll tilt' most valuable thinKS. the
thoug hts. views and hope s of xten : al l the Knowl­
edge, Notions and Theonev of the ~lind rhev
rroun' 10 Sen\t' : lI u man Nature thev r onuar r and
degrade 10 the narrow low Standard of An ima l
Li ft' , and assi~n us onlv a ..ma ll p ina m e of T ime
ins tea d of Immortali ty."

Freethinker s the-n were mate nali ..t......'!lme
narr ow outlook a llowed them to belit·\,!" only III

" rhe Se nses. Appet ites a nd Pa wions wh ich "'t'Tf' 10

be found originally in a ll xtan kind." Thev ar ­
cepred only thow concepts and value......·h ich
cou ld be proved through the power of the human
rea son . They bel ieved onlv in tho se pen epuon-,
that were produr r.. 0 1 man ' s st'n'Muy ex per ienre.
ironically, Ireerhinker s pr eten ded to attac k th e
bigotry and bia s of establ ished religion. yt't the)'
du ng stubbornly 10 the ir ow n narro ....· ptt'judict's ,
refusin~ even to Ii ..len 10 oppo..ing opinions.'

It W3\ appareJII 10 Berkeley thai Ireerhinkerv'
ph itosoph v was responsible for corruption 01

moral .. and des truction of civi l government rha r
he claimed to \t'(" a ll arou nd hi m , For [ te-e­

thinkers" materiali sm It'd th em to va un t thei r
belief in the virtue of hedon istic self·in t('ft·st,
whil e thev ndiruled Ihm t' w ho romi nued !O to il
for the publ ic good . They mav hav e talked of
reason a nd libenv. bUI the~' really advocated o n ly
"l icen ce and a general contempt of all law s.
Divine or H umane."

Berkeley's a ttac k on th e narro w concei t of IH"t'­
thinkers was nOI uuered in rhe manner of a calm
philo..opht"r dispass io na tely ('xam in inK the cou n·
lry"s ills fro m a dislalll valllagt' pOilll . It wa\
rather a d('spt"ralt' p lea fro m a ma n who <,a w tha i
immedi a te a nd rad ica l reform of hi\ '0( if'ty wa s
nt'«'ssaq-' if tha i ....xiel )" ..... ('rt' nOI to ~Uicumb 10

IOIa1 degrada lion. --rhe prt'M"JII,Hhe moa ned , '11alh
brou gh l fo rt h nt'....· and pOTlenlous \'ill ai nies. not
to he para llt' lf'd in our o ..... n or a ll\' o thl' l hi"lol\·."
Those villainies mort'ovel wel t' so all ·l'n compas...
ing, tha t it .....as UM"less to lT y 10 co mba l Ih('m
where tht")' alr ead~ ' t'xistt'd. Indeed , Bt,t h le\' in ·
si\lro . Ihe \t't'th o f df's trucliun 10f th(' Old Wor ld
wt're ala'ad}' plallloo . "the sym p toms .u t' '>0 bad
thai . , . it is to br 't'arro Iha t the final period of



OUI State approar hes :"
Bu t while o.-r l.:.ele\ w a~ despera te . he wa .. no t

vet wi thout hope. Europe rnav haw d isplaced
over w helming I'\'idence o f mora l and ~piri lUa l

derav . but rhe ..arne cou ld 1101 be sa id o f rh e- X l'W
\\'orld , tlu- "Seat o f lmux enre" where

Na ture I;{ llldes and Vir tut' Rules,
Where ~kn sha ll nOI impose for T rut h a nd Sell'oe

The Pedant rv of Courts a nd Schoolv."
So Berkelev decided to go 10 America , a land o f

vmue. simplicit\ a nd innocence "where men mal'
find in (an whatsoever the mo-t poetical imagina ­
lion can fi~ule 10 il :1ot" lf in lhe golden age. o n the
Elvcian fieldv." T here he a nd his fam il y wo u ld
lead a n agrarian ('xis renfe, Ii\ 'inli;: s iln p l) a mi
h u g-all y, II i.. wife, he sa id, annripa ted a " p la in
farmer".. l ift," where she wou ld " wea r stu ff of her
own sp m m ng wheel." Ikrkdey himself vowed
" fro m henretorrh there sh;t ll never be 0 11f' va rd o f
~i l k bough t (or rhe use o f my'>t'lf. herself . ur an )'
member of OUT Iarmlv." Thrl w ould 11:0 then 10

"a no ther wm ld" where frugality wa .. not moc ked ,
where publk wrvice wa .. welco med . and where
not ions of London ' s frf't'lhinker~ had not l 'et
pollu ted the in nocent minds o f th e inha bi rams .w

BUI Anu-tir a was 10 be mOH' than a golden
n-luge for rhe dea n a nd hi s ..upporte rs: it was to

bt, a s well "t he likeliest Place wherein to make up
(or w hal hath bee n lo st in Europe." Fur Bt-rkrley
it represen ted the modern ortd's la« hope fo r
reform . :'\In ral educa tion as the panacea ..... hich
hf' oHert"d to (UTe the e\'ih of thf' a gf'. lie p la n ned
to cometl and ffluca t(' bol h En gli..h men a nd
nat in' Amer ican.. in Ih t' (olon if''' ' fit thf'm for tht'
m ini,,") , a nd 'ot'nd them fotl h to rdorm the man ·
11t'1\, mOTah a nd bt-lief .. o f thl'ir contem pnrar if's.
Prupt'r t'd m'at io n, then , wou ld pUI a n t'm l to the
rt'i fr{n o f freethinkers. Ch rh tian know lt'dge would
ban ish thc'm-alonR wilh Ihe Ii centiou~ness , pOOl
I'hlf' a nd iKllorance which 3uom pa nit"d their
pf'r ni(ious p h ilosoph)'. In th i \ ""a )". p urf' rl"lig ion
",-ould ha\'f' a (ham-f' to e~lablish i tself in Am er ·
ica , for o n h ' then ""o u ld thl" Amer ican churchf'''
t.w- f'quippNI 10 a \oid " Ih l" \t' r)" Dreg.. a nd Rd u :lot""
of Ihf' Engli ..h c h UTc h . O n I)" lh ell ""o ul d Ihl"y be
able to shun Iho <,(' d er R)" mrn ""ho werf' "\'('r)'
mf' anl)' q ua lifit'd both ill l.t'arn in g and Mora ls
fOl Ihe Di M' har gc' o f th t'ir Office / ' ll

&rkt'ley was under no illusions a s to Ihe di ffi ·
cuhif''' hf' fa( ffl , Si ncf' h is o wn coHeRe da ys, he

had matruained co m ar r wrth the Sociew for the
Propaga n on of tbe C.cJ'i.pt'1 (S PG j an Anglican
m i..siona rv ..ncit"t~ deemed exc lusi \e ly to Imeign
af fairs . Fro m SPG he ga ined valuable infor mation
o n Brita in ' s America n colo n ies . Forming: pl a ns
for h is r rrllege- , be d rew OUI several book s nn th e
Ind ie.. from T rin ily Colleg:c"s lib ra ry and rnr ­
responded ex ten sjve lv with ex pe rts on (olu nia l

affairs .I'
Hi s mu-rptetauon of information he /it lea ned

from these source.. convinced him thai he- had no
lime 10 10'0(' if hi .. venture was 10 have a cha nce
for succevs. :'\Ia in la nd colonie.. were a lrf'ad) h OI '
vens o f "ignorance a nd ba rba n ..m" a nd their
inha bita nts exh ibued "a most nmoriou v rorr u p­
tio n uf manners." They wer t' noted a s wt'll for
their "Avarice and Lio-nuou ..ness. th eir Cold ness
in rhe Pr acuce o f Relig ion . a nd their Aver sion for
propagati ng u ." T o be- vure. H ar vard -ed uca ted
H enry Newma n , sec re rarv fur the S PG and one of
rhe dean 's most trusted advisors for hi s Am erican
project . inviued that inhabitants of :" f'WpOfl were
les~ deserving of Berkeley' s opprobrious rrear me n t
tha n were those of mo ..t other ma inl and ci tit' s ,
But Berkelev d isregarded Newman's prorest auons.
HI' prefern-d 10 rake no UIlIIN'f'..sa r)' ri \ ks in h is
endeavor 10 provide h is (ollq::e with a PUI(' a nd
in nocent en vironment. Thus he dec ided HI loc ate
hi .. college o n th e i..land IIf Bermuda where he
had been a ..su red o f the beuefus of a ddigh lf ul
climate. abundant provi..io n .., excet len r and yf('
ha rbors , a nd a population (ompo\t'd of "a con­
telllnl, plain innocf'nt SoTl o f Propl t', frt'f' fro m
:\\'a ri((" a nd l.uxur l" ." u

So 8erkt' ley bt-Ran h is long , lonuou\ a nd in the
end fru itlt'.... effo rt to p lan l "f-'f"d.. of vir lUf' and
wisdom in the' Nf'w World . H e wurkl'd for fOUT
lo ng yea" o n hi s Ber m uda ..(heme , a ~ he ( o lle((ed
a nd inht'rited monf')' (a nd d f'bt s!) a nd r('(t' i\'l'd Ihe
dranf'rl" of (lerr)' in 1724 ",'hi ch ""a.. i lSf'lf\ wort h
1500 pound'o 1)('1 a n num , In pri\'ale sub'>Cr iptions
and p led.i::e '!> of support hI' was nOI la l king, for
thf' df'an wa .. an f'xct'l lf'nt aduX"ate of his o ",'n
cauS('". H i.. f'lUhusiasm (or h i.. p rojt"C t wa'i. in(t"C t­
iOlls, and it was nor Ion.,; ht-forf' " )'o u n jl; a nd o ld ,
It'a rn t'd a nd ric-h" were damorin K to rf'~tore

America 10 Ihf' Goldel1 Ag:t' .ll
BtH Bf'rkt,ltoy ' s prujt'n ('(mid 1101 su n, i ....e 0 11

private su b'o< r ip tions a lo ne . He nt't'dl·d fi na n(ia l
backing fro m Parliamf'nt if hi s m ission "'·a .. 10 be



•

R/"" ",.....,
II ' IIlI, ha/l . 'Wit' HI .Ulddfttou'n . ....... 8 ,., Jr. " /"Y' j h"mf'
..·h ,11' '" HJw d.. I I/and. Sl1lf'/utlrh ..-...'11'1)' luh"l{ '4ph h\'
.f A, IIIHu',,,,d

stlcct'ssfu l. In h l ~ a uem pt IU a ttain t h i ~ ba cking
l il t" d ean's pr0!l: U"~S wa.. reduced a nd ulnrnar elv
halted a hO~t· l hn. Hi v Ik rm ucla rhaner wa.. ac­
o- pred by K ill~ , C, hillt' l Cou ncil a nd Parliament
ill 1726, hUI thi .. an t'p la rll l' proved uw less. Berk e­
]t"y n rver managed 10 penetrate- lilt' del a ving lac­
lin and (IT( mnl ocuuonv of hi.. Maj t'st y' s govern ­
nu-ut, a nd 11l' quic kly learned th at a prorrn se of
m one- v wa s not a ~lIa ra l1l('(' of its act ua l material ­
ization , By 1729 thr- (It',m ' s plan e appeared [0 be
headed for o bli vion . and finall y in total despera­
lio n he hl'Kan h is vo yaJl:(' iU W S" th e Atlanur .
hopinl( In impre-.... h is re -l urrar u hackers wuh th e
cheer Iorre- o f h h ;1( l ioll . l ~

The c'ity to whi ch he tra veled wa s not th e
"esta hl i..he-d a nd a ri..IOC ra tir vx ie tv" of legend .
Ccn remporane- , mav ha n " r('{ (,I H'1i 10 i t p roudl y a v
"t he ~It"nopoli lan o f the rulo nv" hUI :\'('WPO"
wa s in 1729 ~ Ii ll very' milch a Iron ue r comm unirv.
a nd if " p lt'll i ly bui lt" ""h("11 8t"rkeley Ii rst vie wed
it, rh at wa s pro ba hl y bt'<"au\(" the town wa s ~ t i 1J

p redorm na n rlv ru ral in appeata m e. The (Own
u self wa .. no t laid o u t ill neat KC"Onll'tr ir fashion .
but con ..isted mainlv of nne narrow rhoro ughfa n-,
Thames Srreet, "na rro ..... LUI stra igl u tha t ..la nd in,g
at Ollt' end o f it you ma y ..c~ ' li lt' o ther ." In m ost
areas, hou ses .....err vull endowed with a m p le lot ..
com pleu- with orr hard .., ~a rd t'n .. and even ..tabl es
ill rhe heart of to wn ,,," well a .. o n the ourskms.
Dogs ran tilt" ..trc't'h : wo ln'>; WC'H' a men ace: a nd
in I n ·l, a (hild play i n~ in the middle o f a N ew ­
port \ 1It't'1 wa .. d row ned when 11(' Iel l in to a wa ter ­
filh-d hollow l o~ 1l ,( ~1 lor wat t'r in g <itt tle. 16

Hut if ma n y Eur ojlt';lIl vi .. itor~ ca w :\,cowport as
pr ovincia! a nd du ll . HC'rk elq ' wa s im m f"di at ely
anracn-d 10 it. li t" c aw th e tow n a .. a "d is ta n t
R t'1T1'3t fat beyond tilt" \'t'T ~co o f th a t g rea t Whirl "
pool o f Hmlll(·..... Fan ion a nd Plea ..u re wh ich i ..
calle-d th r Wn rld" It wa .. im po .... ihle tu imagm e
rha t tho ug h t.. o f hC"l"lh in l...eJ\ ha d fo und their .....a y
10 Rhod e leland . It se-emed even mort" u n li kel v
tha t the ir pnmiples wo uld eve r take rOOI in th e
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..f lc,ph ron-wri lu'n al th e ~Ian~i n !( ROII. \ nea r
whuehall-;..ug~e"I' rhe effITI rhar the phvviral
h('a ul\ of :'\"('Wporl had upon rhc dea n . Fir \ 1 1('1 ­
1t'1.. 10 hi\ Iru-nd-, III England were euphori c:
\ IIU", vp rou red up "o f rhr-m celve-, to an I:'"," a ord i­
narv , il l:''' ; rnel lnn s. I)('al hl'\ and uthe-t hu il ap­
1)(';II('d a .. If hy mn gu: sum m ers were plea ..an t.
while autum n W;l' 100Ht·d ;l\ the " Iin ge'l and nro-t

ddili ou , in the- world." Nor was N I'w p t "t ttl hot,
r ruunn-nded fo r ir.. r har m alone. hut fo r a remar k­
a b lv lu-althv climare a .. wt'll. 8('rKt' I(', ' , wi ft' had
1)('1"11 II I with "ague" when she finl a rr ived ill
Rhod e lvla nd . ,\,., I he d e-an noted wuh nhviou-,
ph";I\tHt' , UpOIl re"idill .':; th ere j u-t ;1 , holl wh j le- ,
, hI" fo und herself la-.. lth ier rhan ,h(' hill! ('\('1 been
in he-r hfeY

l'h H ic'a )h , :'\"t'wp0J! a ppeared to 1)(' th l' rural
1J;II<1 d l \t" of 8 t'11.(') (" \,' .. drea mv. The lOW11 \t'f' lIlrd

10 n Ut'1 the \ I'T\ a(h ;lIlta ~t·.. t h a i he "'1Il!(lll ill
Bcunuda : bUI II n lh-u-d m u r h mote rhan lht'
I oTnfolt of pleacuu ,uHou mli nl'::" It ~it\ t · him ;1'
wl' lI tlu- 1" ('1 iOll ' g ill tl f ,ulit ud l'. All t'l hi, 1II0H'

h' Wh lll 'h a ll , he found rime to read . ttl rhin k . and

In 1('IUIIl 10 hi -, "h""....p l ll . al I:' n dt'il \ " ,,- Iu xu t it',
he- hadnor 1)t'('11 ahle - to indulge ~ 1I 11 1' he- had
r-mhar ked o n h i" Berm uda p IOJ ('CI. lhr- 1II ~ 1 v1t·1lI

tjllt ·'t!OIl ' o f COIllWI111 ut ' , Sa m ue l Joh n"'''I . who
h ;1I1 tWlonW;t 1l :\1l!(l ic il ll " h ilt- 'lI u· lltl lll !( Ya k

( :Cl l k g l' . a nd had "c' lI\ cc· j\ t'O il !(J(\I I CII) ' 1l 11.11" cll

lilt' dean aftt' l It'a dlll .~ h i' T recnvr Cfm l t'H1 Hlg
I' t/ II/ I /l f f'\ of I I nman 1\IIIJU'/ ('dg(' , uudnuhu-d h

' t·I \I· t! ,I ~ a n adde-d (';11,11\'\1 to Ik l l. t · l t · \ ' ~ philo­
,o ph if ;l! 1)(·tH . ;11111 111' found h i' " i llt( ' IlI 11 11~{, with
;1 ma u of pa u-, and philo"'phi l ;ll gt ' lll ll~" nurst
fI·w'.l ltllng , Hi e Illc·."mt' III 1 ('lu IIllll ~ 10 iI rnn­

It 'lIlplall \(' 1' " i ~ lt' n l c ' IIIIC'llll l l tt 'tl l ltll \ 11\ john­
,o ll '~ ' IM"atllt 11' 111 '1' and lu-, riw n f )(C ,I ' \t' IM I tr ip'

HU ll :'\"t ' W pIOI \\ ,1' '0 II I1'abk th.u II t11'1t1l hn l lu-,

trn-nd LOll I " (·It 1\ ;" W110 re-marke-d llpllil Be·iI, (·­
11"\ " <t hlll t\ to lind " ;I!(' t't";l h lt·IU·" lfl ....1 mur h
...rlrtude-." r t"u i \ ." Williit'd Ih ;11 Hc·ll. l'l l'" wa-,

Irll d lflg III h i ' I I 'II t ';lI .1 \I t·lt OllW , .... .t IM' h o m , I

" pu bl n .md U'I '1 1i1 hk . " I ~

BUI Pt'H i\ 'a ]', lea " .tplM'a l to h;l\ l' hn 'l1 UJl­
Iounch-d . \\"llIlt · fk t J.. t'ln u ndoubred lv ne-acuu-d
III~ q u lt · t monn-m-, ,I I \\"h ilt·h;d l. lit' 1It·\t ·l [0"

, i .~ t Jl of t he- \' I ~ i O Il whil h It'd him 10 th l' ~n\
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World . lIi ~ d l' ~ i r (" In Jl rf)pa~;lt(" hi -, It' l i~ i(lm and
mora l va luev Ill'\ !'r a bated . a nd rhu-, hi-, il ~ <'("'"

metu Ilf rhe ~PlI llII<lI I h Mat n-r o f S t'..... pOl t w ;t~

exuemelv importa nt 10 hi m . He- had rome 10 the
ivland l" x pt"llill~ il I n Ot' Iht" have-n o f "ig nora nce
a nd ba rhar ivm" he h.•d /11- ... ubed III hi-, "Pro­
pocal ." Bur h l ~ (n,t imprewum o f tht' to w n a p­
pcared to ~i\l' th e- Ii" Itl h l\ a"limplion~ . Clt'r~ ~

in X I' \." P OII wf'rf' nor "rhe \1'1\- Drf'~ \ a nd Ref uce"
o f En .ll:h , h <,(11 it' l\ Rat h er the w1'1t" r nmpeteru.
dedn ared . a nd 1'(1\11-;III'(! "a Ot )\(· thr- common
leve-l." :\mo n .ll: them .....;" }<IIIII" Honev ma n . a
1" t' It-" and rledirau-d \\(Ul..t'l 'toni 10 Tr im "
Chun h III liO-4 I" thl' "iI'Co . ik'rl..t"k\ praised
Ho ne vma u a, a " ' )('1"' 111 of 'ol'n,1' R: merir Oil a ll
ace oumv. much mote- '0 than I to'IIt'1IeU 10 have
fnund ill Ih i, piau'." II " cont;tl I with other ~ P(;

mivvrunarie in ~t· ..... Eru:;bnd .....a' t'llualh ....ui,­
fat 101 v. Wh w 'ha ll 'lUll 1..1 \ Ot'l ann- !lW II ~alhl'lill~

place. ami 8 I'I I.. t'!I·' he-ld fOlll '\IIIII!- rhen- III a n
I'floll 10 t'm Oll I,U~ I' :\ n~ l lf al1 leader-, III the-ir

d foll' 10 I"o,e'hl lll ' 101 thl'll tllth .~

Berkele d id nnl hrnu h i, pral~' 10 :\ n .ll: li. illh.
Rdp U\l j o hn Conwl , ....'horn h r- emena med d l lea vr
OIlCt';1I Whllt'ha ll , .....,1' no illl d l('tillal med iooio .
nor .....a\ rat he-r t'(( I'nll ie S,IIIMn id Clap ..... h n , t'
1It'....., ConRrt'~a l iollal mt"l'IHI ~ tU)lI'I' h ad be-en
ra i\t'd rn 1721) _ l la rva rd -ed mared J oh n Ca lle ndn',
i ntel("~t in publ« ... hoo" mll 'l ha ve irn prevved rhe
dean . ronvnu ed a, ht' .....a ' Iha l o n '" "" Iflt", r-o n­
cer n fo r pnbf ic in ll'ff" l cou ld ha ir inroad, made
h~' alht'i , tit lrl'l'lhllll..t' J' on ,I\(' moder n wor ld .
:-': ichn la s Evres. who ar rived ill I n l ;n pastor o f
rhe Six J>ll lll lp k B;lp ti \l c hu n-h . pr oved to bt, 1101
onlv we ll g rounde-d ill ... ript urul vmd ... , hu t p rofi ­
cien r ill lan!o:ua.l{t" a nd mathemanra l h-arnin g a ,
wt' lp l

Rt'rl..t'! t' ~' " in ilial font al " wi lh Ih t· town 's la \,­
ml;'n W{'U' sim ila rly l'nimlla.l{l ll !o: . When he
p r!'a.ht 'd h i ~ fir'l ",,'r mn r! in T lIlli l\' ChuHh JU' I
th re!' da p a ftt' r h i , a rr i\' al. tlf' W;I' !o:rat ified to
di ,,-o \'to r Ih a l fa ith fu l o f 0111 ' l'f h-t'\T n Qua kel\ ­
Iistl'llt 'd a llt'm in' h to h i, fll e ~'a gt' . Wh ile h e was
\OlIIt'w ha t d i\( o n n 'w·d h~ the "'U;Ul.l{e IIIt-dlt,y of
d ifft'rt'1II pel\ua , io n ' " tha i hI' I'lIcou n lt' H-<l. th e
d ean too l.. <,( Imr (OlllfO Il in Ihe fact th a I thl' \' all
a~rt'M.J lh a l " Iht, C h u H h o f En~ land i~ \("('ond
be st. "1l'

:" 01 \Urpri, in !o: h ', , IH'II. 8 t'r l.. "' (" \ , a w in :" rw ·
pUll a "morl' p lOf);lh'" 1"° '1 )(''' o f d o in g good

John <:" II,."J..... n"pt"t /HI"'" HI -""""pm' dr""" ll
8..... ,.11"'\,·. "av. Port,a,' b,· H" b....t ,.,.It,., rN~_

th an a n v o tlll'l 11;111 o f lhl' world." l k- "IW <,() l jtth­
10 dl'If; 1l t from tilt' r eumn u nuvv virt ue- v th ai Ill'
hl'!o:an to wonder ,t' lIllll, h whethe-r Jl wou ld rill !
he- plde'lab ll' to l III rod lit t' ti ll' golden age- o f \ itl w'
,1IU! l ll Il{ NI'IUI' II' i n ha b u.nu-, (If Rl u Nk lvla nd

rather tha n In , hl N ' i ll Hr-r muda C I" im itll{ rh:u
ht · "xhould Ilot denuu nne TI1 0111I·nt " a bou l vitu:u ­
lIlg Ibl' co llt'gt· in Rlu ,l!I' lvland Wt·u· i t III hi ,
po ..... /·r 10 do "0 , 8 t·r l.. rl , '\ wt' n l \I, til a ' 10 d lOn ' t·
;1 pO"lhle ' Ill' fill h i, lo lkgl' li n Ibm nlillld If i ll
i ll ~ ;IllagaTl 't' l t . 2 '

Rt·,kt'if'\ '" !rUI' aff"il wi lh Sew pnll wa, , hm l­
Ii n ·d. a nd h t, , 0 n l1 t M'!-:<l1l In 10lllpl,.i n tha t h "
r UJal lJ;u ad i...· wa , <I t bol" 1 a tai ntl'd CJIII' . S I" WIIIIII
no lnn~l'r "'I'I11I'1! 10 pO" I' ''' p lael llal advantage,
i l had t' , h l lll ll'd 111 11 111 h i , a rr na l Iht'le . H I:'
'1u i.l..h' pl ' III' I\('(lth,1I n lhura l ;"\('1' of lilt' liu lt'
to w n WI'It' not;,hlt· fOJ l!ll'i J bread lh ralhl'l Ihan
Ih l:'lr dqlth . 11(" I)(' ~a n 10 c1n ulll tilt' moral h hn of
~1' '''P0rl ' ' ill hahila llh. ", hi ll' thei l l e li ~iou,

hahih I'au""'d hun u ntold ;1fI~U1...h . Befote 101l.ll: al

..,



least o m' X ew England ctergvma n r ou ld be found
10 rommenr disparagillgl~· upon 8erlt')ry' s " h vpo­
chondnaca l d icposi non" as he remar ked rhat rhe
dean "seem.. ured o f thi s cou nrrv. IhollRh he ha..
..een norhin g o f il.''2l

lkrlell'y '" fir sI nili(-i"Tl\s of hi .. Rhode Isla nd
loc at io n o-un-n-d on pracnca l prob lem.. and ill­
CUln-e n i('!u t's. He inressa n tlv co mplai ned abou t
vlow a nd u ntruvrw o nhv mail w n ict' HI Ih t" i..land ,
noung tha t Ieners from Europe ha d In be routed
rhrouah Bocro n or Philad elphia at m uch ris k and
IIlCOn\t'IIIt'IKt' . More divturhmg, provieion-, o n the
rsla nd were neit her so chea p nor 'to pl e11liful a ..
he had exp-c ted. and La bor cos ts we re pr olubiuv e.
Good la nd in the a rea wav a ho eXIX'II..I\ ( ' ; a nd
wh ile- hi' smtld purcha ..l ' uncleared acn-.. ,II a
lela lin 'l)' n-a..unabl e rate, "li lt' c1t'ari ng oirhem
w uul d bc \t'ly e "-pen..ive and rt'lIU1 H ' nuu h nme .
a nd in iiI(' in n-rim prod uee- nOlh i ll!i:: ,"n

Bel l el t,\ lIla ~ have bee-n w illi ng In If\ 10 0\ t"1 ­
come Ih M.<'" o b..tarlev, had he ron u n ued 10 be
p leased w it h the mora l a nd rt'li gi olls climate o f
~t'Wp01 I. Tlw longt'r he It'..id ed Ih t're , Iht ' mOlt'
HlIl\ inu'(l Iw lX'camt' Ihal Iht'le .....a .. Ilo lhlllg III

Ih t' gent'ral mora l t' ha raClt'l o f Iht' IOWfl wh ich
"sho u ld [t'mlll olhe" 10 makt' a n expt'l illU'lIl o f
Ihei r pl im iplt- s, {'ilhl'l in l(' l ig ion or govern ­
IIlI'n l." Rhex!e Island m a y 110 1 ha\ e bt'( ' 11 "o ld in
\ir t''' bUI il wa .. fa"'l learn inK 10 imi ta lt' <l lId
ad m irt'" lh m t' \ t'n' habItS a nd print'iple\ ",·hit h
Hellelt' \ had fou nd \0 di~"es",ingl~ 1X'l\a\i\ t'" in
Lnndon .n

Tht' dea n wa\ COIl\ 'iIl(M Ihal he kn t'w Ihe p ri­
maq "OU U(' o f ~ewport ' s problem.., E\ ,t'"n a\ he
had la id blamt' fo r ill ~ Ihal lX''tt'1 O ld EllKland 3 1

Ih t' fttl of "t"t" l h i nk t'"r ~ , ..0 lkl ke ley accII st..d :o.;e\',-"·
pOll ' .. a\id and pani s<ln ~t 1 l a r ian popul alion 01
r li lpa b ili lY for deK('!lt' ral ion o f r eli ~ioll\ ' Illril in
S ew Eng l;llld . As h t, -..a w iI, Sf'Wport ' ~ 'tt'1l.u ia n
l i\·a lr y wa .. Ihe fmlllia in lw.ul of IWO \('r ~ d iffert'"nl
fmm~ of t'"\ i l. II produ(rd o n o ne hand Ih t' na r·
row a nd bi got ed re"~inll" It'a lor , lX'1ll o n prO\lIl!i::
Ih t' r i!i:hl('()u,nt'\.. of hi" Il",n cau"l" , ('\t 'n if 10 do
\0 mt'anl ck..uun ion o f IIJ(' Chri Slia n ..pilil of
bro lht'r1l lo \ t'. II spa wfl(-<! o n Ih t' m ht' f hand
ind iflC'u'nn ' 10 and h ll..ul il\ ' Inward rdi~i()n on
Iht' pa ll o f mall Y fOlnw lly c1t' \'(1lI1 Cln isti a n" who
\'Iew ed ,,('(l;tl ia n U'Jlllf)\Tt ..ir .. rag ing " h(llll Ihem
",·ilh ro nfU\loll and disla ..lt' ,

Berkt'lel ' coul d no t ha \ t' <ho w n a lX'1I t'"1 "'pot in

which 10 e-carn me t'Unh tJfu' l lll:ioll~ dive-r..it \
upon a rom mun uv . R\ the- ume of h i.. a rrival
there we re- Io ur Bap uv r mee tin g h iHI""", eac h of
wh ich a ppe-ared de remum-d 10 de-lend th t' vancurv
o f n s pe- uliar habir v o f ....·OI ..h i" ut anv rovr . T il
he \lIH' , J oh n Ma xo n ' .. Sahhamrian Bapr i ' l
r- h u rr- h wa .. fa irl y free o f div i ..ion .., hUI J o h n
Co mer ", r hurch had vu lfere-d from a "p ll t in 1724 ,
when :\ft. Whi tt' , a " ma n of dividi ng pnnr iple..."
had led seven mem ber.. from it o n Ih(' pl"lt'nrt'
thai the majori ty o f t hat bexh wa.. [(M) Arrnm ia n.
In 1729, Cmner'\ chun h ..plu aeam mrr the
"nece .... il~ Ilf the im po..iuon of ha nd ..." Tht' Si"
Pr int'iplt' Bapn ..ls o n Fa n- wef l SIH't'1 "' t'It' a 1",0 a
couten ucu-, 10 1. Th ree IImt'S between 1721 and
1753. diwari ..Iied rne-mbe-r s of that n mKregalinn
had Iefr 10 found " p urer" rOllg rega lio ll\ of the ir
o wn. In eae h I a",," Ihe"l' expe ri ment-, in purity
welt' vho rt-hved and u nsuce-es"fll P '

:O';e w pon' .. Congrega tiona l ch urc h had al rea dy

suf fered a division. Ihn u ll:h it had IIn h been
gathered in 1720. W hi lt' i..vue.. su rroundi ng th a t
..phi rema in unde-a r, il i.. {'("Ha m Ihal Re\ l"len d
l':alhani d C la p'" rdu .....1 10 admin i..ler commu n·
ion 10 hi ~ pal ishiont'r ~ , " no l of ..ulfi( it-Ill hol ~

f O!ln'IS'lI io n." la y a l Iht, honom of Iht, 1001lro·
\ T n \ ' . C lap rl'i u ..ed 10 allow John Ad;lIn ... ,I m in ­
i ~l t'r ca llt'd h~' di~~rul1l lt'd Illt' mbt-t.., lu ..ha rt' Ih t'
pulplI ..... illi him or to m in i..u'r fro lll hi S 1Ilt"I' l lIIg
ho u 'it:' .z'

Bt'rkel t-\ hl mSt'1f ft' ll p i t'")' 10 Ihe au illlon iou ..
nal ur t' of ;'I; t'wP()rI ' ~ fallh ful nOI lon~ a her he had
arriH1t. PI t'arhlllK al Tr ini t\- Chur<h u n Wh il­
' lI nda ~', II(" a lMlldOll("d hi .. gt"ne ra ll \' (I rr llllls pec:t
pol ir~' of IIral in~ o n ly IhoSt' "gem' ra ) poi lll s
ag-rel:'d 0 11 hy all Chr i'liam" and m "lea d "IMIlt'
a~ailHI rht, ''..p iril and dl'l llsion and t'n rh us ia ..m"
whll h ( h<l raflni lt'd :"JI'wIMlll 'S st-rla ria n po pula.
lion . Though ht' d a inlt'd ht" had Ir\T lt'd h is a l­
larl \ "i n Ih t' ..o ftes l mallllt' l a nd willI Ih t' Il:rt'al t'~1

l alll ion," ht" found hr had g-i \ell !i::n'a t n ffenw 10
h i~ am1!efl(t', ""0 bi~OIrd Iht" ~, in Ih t'i l p lt'j ud ice ,"
H I" fra l flf :o.;ew En g land bigo l r~ wa~ 'i!') markt'd
Ihat lit' fou nd him '>t'lf ljuc'..l io n in !i:: fh t' aehi..a b ili l\ '
o f \t' nd ing hi s t'op i t'~ of Hookt'") a mi Chill ing-­
worth In Iht' loll egl' al S rw Ha \'I'Il , 1t'..1 Ih e Kif!
1)(' lell "IHitHI..I~' refu,, ('d hy e-o l lt-~e .t tli heu ilie".7Q

Narrow higo tr y in Ne""t)(H'l ' S \t"na ria m uhi­
ma lt'l )' cau"t'tllhe dea n ' ~ horlt's for hi.. p ro jt'e:t 10

IIIrn 10 Hlla l d t'spair. Tht' passIOn whh whICh
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u 'li !(inus pani ..am argued th eir d iffetenres wi th
fJIW auorher , the lega lis lic h;lsi s upon which th e- ir
{()lI l1n\ I,tsit,~ ofte n tu rned . and « uuinued refi ­
Kious d ivi vionv and vubd iviviun-, O\'I'r min ute
I){lillts tot all v bew ilden-d ami depre-vse-d Hl'rkeky.

Sermons he pr each ed thet(' dt'pin hi s g ro wi ng
hOSlil il ~ ' to wa rd the to wn ' s n-l ig iou-, ..r ene. The y
vhow LI S a man bfo">t' l bv '1Il ill< U'aSill!( '>I' lJse o f
fll llill y a nd despa ir. forced 10 ad mu a .. u ~elt' ~.. all
h i.. s"i\i ng aga iml Ihl' fOlhh-s of hi , world . ["..on­
\Iam ly- bt-!(!(i nJl; h i, audielln"s In "o H' rlook pt'1l\'
di U("u'nct' " a ..ki ng tht'm 10 " lwa r 0111' a nolhc r's
infj rmim· " II(" d('('J ied the fan Ihat H'lil/:ion-lhal
IIJ!i!:('t! IInc and compa~~lOn-wa.. hl'lom ing Ihe
I,."i, for half" and dCSlIUni\'f'Il("" , " In"lt"ad of
quaueli nfr1; abou l Ihoo,(" Ih ing .. wh("relll .....(" differ ,
lei lIS pJani(e tho<,(' Ihi ll1<' wherei n Wf" agrf't"." As
he wal t hl'd rel igious men lIlce!>..a nt ly· quibble O\("J

m inor fX)iJII~ of doc trina l put itv , he " lead i l ~

empha vie-d 10 h i.. congJe!<aliUlh Ihl' notion of
" Ihe church mvivible ." ben afrer ln -, rerum to
Ireland Ihis theme slill oho,("s'>l:,l him . Religion
sh ould 1101 bt- "defined and measured bv the 01( -

r uracv of human rea son" but in ..read should IX"
"received with the humiluv of Iairh ." he to ld SPG
memberv, "A r hurcb which ronrainv the Iunda­
menial s and norhmg subver vive of rbo-,e l unda ­
menrals. i~ nOI to be '\.(" t at nnu!<ht by any' particu.
lar memb-r . beca use II ma y 1101, in ('\l'ry poim.
IM'rhap.., correspond wi th h is ideas. no. no t
though he i~ sure of bt' i n~ r i~ lll . "' o

Afclp lmm a lso refl t'lh Rt·rkt-ln ' 'i. di vravte for
rd ig: ious fa na tics. Indeed the work i ~ nm - as
trad itiona ll y cfaimed-c-men-lv an attempt bv thf'
di-an 10 com ba t noti on s of fu,(,th ink('r.. through
a n ep istemologica l p roof of Ilw ex i~t('nn' o f C od .
Wh ilt- Hn kf·ley uwd hi s M II/ u / I' J'hd fJ.\U/)lu' , to
make a frontal a rrack u pon Ireeth mkers . he used
it as ....·('11 10 di scredi t a nd destrov philo..ophica l
a nd moral foundations o f ((·Iigiou.. sectana ns .
Relhk~ had discovered III Rhod e leland rha r

,Ith l'islic Ireerhin ke rs W('re s-a..t Irrun rhe- sa me

mold a\ avid and pant-au '>('(-lariam. Ro th tended
10 vub..nture either thelt exu'IIMI ohSt'Hann'" or
abvrrae t reasoning for a '>("11"1' of rhe absolute.
Rot h tended 10 s('(' IhelIlo,("ht·.. as ....·iSt'1 than the
1l'''1 of the wo rld . Both wrre Ianancal in pursuu
of rhei r 0 ....·11 ends . operaung cmnpkleh ' o n pn­
\-0111' j udJl;l"m("llh 01 " in wa rd li !!;III." Bot h we re
~ u " ty of 'i. IllS o f fa lse pri de . na rrowne.... a nd big­
o rrv. "And su relv whatever there i .. of ~illy , na r­
row, a nd unrhatitable in the bigot: th r- same i ~ in
gtear meas u re 10 be imputed to the- ronrened
ig: nma]l(t' a nd petulant prof anene-s s ofrhe tiber­
lim' ." BOlh narrow ..ectarian and ft t'('\,;IweJ in g
libe-ni ne- r outd lit, found ill ;1II \ ' man wh o wa s
"oH·r· IIt';n in!(', a nd P()~i li H' wi rho u r knowing
wl1\ , ];wi ng thr- gll'au'" vIII'" on IMlilll S of sma ll ­
l'..1 nu unem , ha vrv 10 judge of th e- (·()n '>l il'n ce.
d HlU gh h and in ward \'I('WS or o rhe r men , impa ­
IIt'JII o f rea wn in g againsl h i.. o wn opi nions .""

Ro th ~'l la riaJl\ a nd fr('t·lh ink ('r.. had ('",ailed
concelliio n of Ihr wort h n f Ihr il opi nion... Frl't"­
Ihinkl"u W("J(' unabll' 10 ad mi l thai hu man r('a son
lould nOI (ompreh("nd Ihe full mnleH of Ihe
Iki1\ . and Iht'\ , lJied 10 de'iouo\ whal tht'\ ' could
nol ralinnal h undt'uland . Sf"oariam u'il'd hu man
rr ason-a hho ug h nOi admillt.,jlv--to d('v iSt" for-

•
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mulas bv whic h God could be apprehe nded a nd
worvhipped . a nd then nied 10 de fend ,hc)'>(" fo r­
mu la, a, ab-olute. (;od-~i\en tru th . Xeither lea l­
nh nm libcni ne-, r ould atcepl th a t God required
onlv tanh. n OI rea ....m . from his wOl'hippt'n .n

& rk t>le\ ' , di \ ITU'1 o l rhe val id uv of huma n reason
wa s Iundamental a nd u ncom pro m isi ug , for he had
'I'(' n how stub born a nd tenacrouv ddt'nM" 01 their
own pr inciple, had unued both fnTlhitlkt'r~ and
I d i~ inll ~ zealot s illlo narrow -m mded h i~ ( ll \ . ~()I

wi ,hlllg: 10 fo llow in the ir fOO I ~ It'P\ , he begun
while in Xewpon 10 exa mi ne prevuppovition-, of
h i, o wn p h ilo ..ophica l works. Wr itin !,!: 10 Sa m uel
Joh rw lll , he fo und h im'>t"U quesnonina nol onlv
doctr ine.. implicit in h i, ea rli er auemptv 10 arr ive
at an understandi ng o f bavic real irv. bUI also the
vouthf u l ze-s t a nd awura nre wuh wh ich he ha d
e-mhraced rhe m . Forced 10 ad m it tha t h(' no 10n~t'T

r onv ide-red h i ~ plilJ( iplr~ in a n v li Rhl bUI rha t
"thev wr m 10 ht- true," he ad ded. wu h a touch of
rm-Ianr holv . NI do not therefor e preu-nd tha r m y
honk , r-a n teach Inuh ," ' \

HIll rhe dl:' ~lrunin·I1t·, <, of It'lig:iIH1 ' Iananc s
It;llI,n'ndNJ Ih t'i, teudeucv [0 embroil Kond Chri s­
lIan .. in pl:Hy ar,l!;lI nH'lll \ ()\ t'r donrina l ami <,an a,
IIIt' llIal pur it~ . A.. Hc'rk!'lel ,><IW ii , \(Tlarian ~

[I'IIIII-d 10 dn\(' 'lIt 'n ;,\\a\ fro m t hl' d Hllr II . I a u..,
ill K Ihrm 10 lx't"omt ' ..... cnnfll'>ed o r dl~KU'[NI by
IJaIl ''''lIl ri\a ln that Iht'\, r nt irt'h 10\1 illll' rl:'\( in
rt'l iKin n . Fr t'f'lhi nKf'T\ in[entionall y o;ub\t'T1ro rhe
cau'>(" o f G od ; \("( laria n~ did '\0 q u il e tlllcon..ciom­
h ; btll Ihr r nd re'iuh wa .. Iht' \a llie ,'"

Rl'IKelq Iholl~h l hr <,,;IW ('\'idrnce o f a n IIICTra \ ­
III/.: It'lldt'n (") o n Ih(" pa n o f ~ewpOTI i n ha bi la nt~

[0 aba nd o n any " ..edou .. ..erh l' o f rt'liR io n " ~lany

01 ItWIll had alr t'ad y (k\'elo pt'd a " I horo u~ h in ­
d ifft'u'lIn' lor all [h,1l 1\ "au t'd. ht-i n~ t'q ua ll y
t·a rc' !t-.., o f oulward \\·fJ, ..hip a nd inwa rd pri nc i­
p k 'i." SOIlW had g ro wII ..0 ind iffele nt In lII a lll'r ~

o f th e "p ir il Ihal Ihn ra lhe r ca\·alierl ~' p,uaded
a lht'i"ic nOliom . a ppan' nl h ' bN"au '>t" t ht' ~, had
ht'ar d Iha l Ih i" wa ' Ihr b ..hi on amon !'!: En~li ..h
upper da....e...n

h t'T\'wh er t' he look f'd , Rl'rhle\· o;aw \iR Il<, o f tht'
indiffetenl a ll ilud" Inwa rd re lig- ioll wh it h \{'('mro
10 ht- dt' \ t' lopi nR in :'\"!'w pon , \\'hi lt' fan.llln wert"
d i~p t ll i n~ over "uc h j"\lIe.. 010; Ihe " I a\-i n~ n il o f
h ,lIl(h " or Ihe le lalj \r ptlTi ly of Ihei , ..o uh. (here
Wt'f( ' m an y wh o prt'frHt'd 10 a\'o id "lit h cu n tro­
n ',,\', a nd imi l<, lt'd , in ..[ead, [he l'xa mpl(' o f for ·

me-r ~o\'e rnor Samue-l Cranvron . Cran-aon p ur­
rhav-d a pt"'"'" at T r in il\ Churc h hUI I"IINI 10 uw
u. dt' ..itlng instead to hr a "k eep -a t-ho me PIOl-
t' ..ran t ." ~lan \ r hun h member, \t"t'rII('d mote than
willi ng 10 gl\e lar ge moneta rv dona tion.. 10 rhei r
U''il)!'( li \ e ( h IlH hl',-<,(1 Inng a, rhat d id no t o bl i­
g,llc' rhem 10 li"'t'n In ItwiI p,I\ [OI' , wrmon.. wi th
anv amount o f a uenuon o r n 'RuLlli t\ , Oath .. o f
offiu' wer e llOI n-quin-d in t-ither 10 Wl1 0 1 co lo nv.
The Sabba th wa, \iol ;It{'d wit h illllt'" "in/.: n-gu ­
b r ilY , inn' Su ndav wa-, treated bv m,lII~ ,1\ a n
or d iuarv wor ki n..: dav . E\('II 'M ) a rden t <I de fender
of :':('WllOTI ' , leli gi uu.. di ve-r..i l\ ,I' J uhn Callende-r
..h n wed ocra vional " gn .. 0 1 di vtre .... OH'r rhe .~row' ·

ill!o: '>('(ulilTil<t llon o f Ih t' town . a nd he warned
inhabuamv again ..1 the-ir " Iukewa rm nev.. and
mdi tfe reru e ." Rl'l k!'II'\ wav ronvnu rd rha l "Ut I!
auuude.. rewa rd It' Ii.l::'OIl wer e d Uf't I " ... ult .. of
\l'C tartan ri \;t lt\ in the lo wn ' , r h urr ht" ,\b

III "p rinR In I, 8t'rkrlq '>t"1 hi.. fa t e toward

Euro pe-. Con vinced a t la vt thai n eeded fi nan cial
vuppon for h i, n lllq :;r wo u ld 1101 be Iort tu orn ­
ing. tw abandoned hi s projf'n a nd prepared 10

"'a \"( ' with ff'....· a 'Ku·I' . As t'arl y a , ~Ia\ IH Olit'
to ld f r it'nd~ Iha( " upon all pr lvale ,j({ou nh, I
, hou ld li li.t' [)nl\ ht'lI !'r Iha n :'\"ew EIl~ lalld . "

On( 1;" hac k in Irrland , he "t'('mro rl'!ucl an l (" \t' ll [ 0

d i"t' u .... h n Am !'r ican e xpt"Tlrnct"; wh("lI p re..'>t'd 10

do "0, h i ~ aaotln l ti l Rhodt' hland wa, N\'e r~

,nd llfer t'III."' l
( 'nt il h i" death , & tKt"1ey b lamf'd dd!'.u of h i ~

pl alh o n Ih!' nanow ",,1f-int ert''' 1 o f IIld i \ idua h
wh om hl' had ""('n forcf'd (0 co nholll in h i\ ef­
fort .. [0 t'~ lablr ..h a n t'd ut'a llona l tllUp ia in Iht'
:'\"rw World . ~1 t'rra lll i li ' l ~ a nd ITad l:' I" '>t' lf i~h l~

(('an'" that hi ~ (C)1l l'~1' would lead to "a n ind ('­
pt'fI{k llq' in America ," a nd he liew'{l ItWI " Ihe
i ~ notann' o llh(' Indi a ns a nd Ihe va l it'IY 01 ..("n ..
in P la lll a lio n o; wa , En~ land ' ~ \e-nlTi l ~' ." Flt'e­
thinKt>l" mockt-d hi " reli R:iou ~ and mora l J:oa l ~ ,

and \t"t'ml:'d to Rt'rkdry 10 bt- Ihe Nprincipa l TOOl
or loO\Hce no[ o nl y of o ppc.l<, i lion 10 (t he ) Colle~(' ,

bUI of mo\! 0 lhr1 t'\ ih in Ihi ~ a~e."n

:':t'wPOrl '>('( lariam ha d bttn m~prClou, o f anl
plan ema na lin !'!: from lh t' AnRl ican ch urr h, a nd
Wel f', in a n y ca\(', Ion r m broilro III parli <oan d if ­
f!'rrnce 'i 10 rt"a lilr Ihr ad \'allla ge'i o f roucaliona l
0 P lx lTI u n ilie<, ",-hirh B!'tkeley' .. ('o llt' l(t' would
a fford , In :'I:ew and O ld Wo rld alil t' , h i, p lam
Wt'!t' ig-norl:'d . lejt 'flt'd , nI ridicu lt'd , h i.. <I.. pira .
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tion s "'(' II ii\ " wh imvir nl," a , a "den ia l of huma n
nauue- ," iI \ "no Ill ' lIt" tha n it r t"li ~j(Ju , lrt-Il / Y." He
hi rn cel f wa , til-p it red a, deranged. Ah t'l 111 \ ron .
'IX ratton 10 lilt" "t' " o f C lo \ll{' in I i 31. it bee-arm- a
waK~ I,h l h lll~ ' n ';1\ " when Iht , H"hop of (;lo \IW
"t'" 0 111 a ,,' (oml um- fOl Bermuda" a.. a svnonvm
f 01 " nev er ."''J

Had Rerl.t'lt·, ' , "OJOll llluH u n ro in an , OI tW I

' pOl b UI ~( ·""pOII . hi .. "'l ' Il'\.(" 01 defea t m er the
fai lutf' of hi .. bdm f'd Berm uda v heme rna ' n Ul

ha\l ' bee-n "II ((Jlnplt'It'. Had he staved in a r om­
mu niu whe-re \t'( ta ria n " lrll~~It-.. d id nul dorm ­
na ir t he It'Ji1{inu\ \C e-ne-. he would n O I perhap..
h a ve- rrunluded rb ,u IMII I I\\'n (' .... . b i!';OIH and
(ono"i, had allt'ad, inunda ted Iht' ;\'cw Wo rld
even 'i' Ihn had t u rned rhe Ol d .

& 110. 1:"","\'" :\"e"' po t! ex perie-ru e a ltered hi -, enure
appro,« h If) hfe-. B efor e he lef t Ire land fo r Rhude
leland he had IXTII full of lo ve fo r trav el a nd
ad ver uure. h l'lI a flf'r he- arrived in Xewpon, hi ,
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