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" MISTORY OF YELLOW FEVER

IN PROVIDENCE,
IN YEARS 1707—1800—1903—1805—1810.
PREPAGRED BY E. 3L SNOW, M. D,

REPRINTED FROM TUE JOURYAL, JUNE,
1331,

1707,

‘Tho tlrst apponrance of the yollow fevor
in Providence ot which wo havoe any record,
wag on tho tith ol Awgqut, 17U, ‘Lhe
achoonor Botsey, Capt. Hure, from S,
Nichotas Mole, in tho istand of Huayti, nr-

cived on tho 10th of Aungust, and anchorad |

on the south slde of what I3 now the (orry
doek, whote sho romandnod {or two wooks or
morve. Sho had lost two mou on tho pasy-
ago, with the (over, but this fact way kopt
seerol. A sho was com ug up tho river
sho was boarded by Nicholas I\‘r'lnsor. ol
Scekonk, who, with o toat load of vego-
tables wis oo his way to Providouce market.
Ho wont on board the schoonor and his boat
wid takon tn tow to the ¢ity. On hig re-
tusn hione ho was taken slek, and died in
four or flvo days. Uy disenyo was callod
billous fover, and no suspletons woro onter-
talned, ot tho timo, of ity orluin.

Thix vessol was loaded with cotfos, and
was e tilthy condition,  She vemalned at
tho wharl untdl tho 23th of Auvugy, whon
sho was renoved to Staeve Gont {stand, andd
tho cargo wag landed thero.

Tho crow of the schooner woro dischargod
on tholr arclval, atd some ot their olothing,
with tho bedding of tho vessel, wivs sont to
the “Lony Houso” to Lo washed, ‘Fhis
houso waa sltuated at tho presont junction
of Wickeadon and South daln  streots,
reaching  weatvely from the presont lino ol
Wickenden streot to the south end of Car-
rington's block., On the south sldo ol the
house was o lane teading from Wickonden
steeot to the water, n portlon of wlieh stitl
exists at thy south end of Carvingtou's
Llock.,  ‘tho  houwss  wag  about eighty
feot lone, amd wias oceupled by ton or
tivelve familica of ship carpontery, caunikovd
aod wadherwowmen,  ‘Tho clothine wis cars
ricd to this howse on tho Lith ov 12th ol
Auguat, and on tho Lith several porgons
ween taken sick withe tho fovey, thiceo of
whom, Roboer Fualler, My, Mitcholl, nnd
Mrs. Goay, died on tho st ‘Theso wory
tho tiest deatha trowm thiy disvase, in Peovis
denco, and there werw no casesof tho disenso
sotuth of this houdo, duriny the year 1747,

Ow tho 2oth of Aneast, Wil Titllnye.
lasl and Mes. Lames Arnold divd. Mr, Till-
Inghinst ot his breakfaat with bis Lunldly [
the worning, nnd, thouyh alek, was walking
whbout his room st noon, and dlod betory
pighe,  Ho ltved in the house, still standing,
antd owned at preaent by his geaud-chitdeon,
At No. 20U (predont nwber) Soutly dMain
Jtveet,

Meso Avuobt Hved in the houwso stitl ln
existence, at the vovtheast cocner ol James
and South Main steoets. On tho 224 of
Auguat hor huaband, James Avonold, and hee
son GJusophe dled Tie el sae bowde, and o
tho Sl of Septerber o domestic in tho Gunis
ly, Jerusha Townsend, also dicd,  "This
Lowsa stood tlotto, awd Lo the roae oxtatding
to  Benotit steeet, wias o grove of locust
teees, The prevailing winda ae that aciason
uf the yeur, {eum tho southawest, would be
Ceotm thn veasel and docka to this houge,

James Acnold was posaessod of o largo
peopecty, which, 10 ho died  tieat, would
desced to hisonly child, Josoph. “The son
lued made his witl dizposing of the proporty;

but the son dicd  tive minutes bofore  his
fathor, aud the property went to other
hetrs,

Mueh excbrement prevadled {n the town
feory fear of contagion,  Tho bodissy of
those who died wero oeldered to bo wrap.
ped e taeeed sheets, ad by ovder of the
Town Couneil, tar and  brisnnstong swor
Luened upon tho whavved and steeets ol thy
tnfeeted bisteet.

No case ol [over orvivinated, duaringe this
yvour, north ol Williony steeet; vt i wad
wholly  continad to thy simall section bes
tween Willtiuna steeet and thw present
jumetion ol Wickonden amd South Main
Atyeets,

The fast death ocenered on the Bth of
October, nned the whole number o€ deaths
{rom Auenat 1sth v October Gth, o poriad
of  forty-nino dayvs, was  thivey-six. Th
nunber of casns vl tho fevor catitol row b
aaerrtained,

During the suune period, the fever pre-
vailed in Bristol, unuf sixteen pecdons died,
(¢ wina supposed to orizinate in Bristol Tema
the ship WashioZon, which aeeive L ar tine

‘*urt feotn Savantaln, vin New York, on ths !

Athoof Amunst, 1L was thee opinion, how.
ever, of intellizent wen, even ul that day,
thut the fever condd wor have peovailed as it
didd In Bristol or Providenee, lovd thore aot
oxiated local cavses caleulated to ctve vise
L i,

Theto causea in Providenes  wero uns
doubtedlly  the docks which existed tn the
loeation where the fover prevailed.  South
Witer streol wad not t\wn in extstence,
atd the docks oxtended, wany of them,
neaely  to South Main steeet. Thay were
Nted with nilth, portions of which woere ex-
posed ot tow water; the whiarves weoc most-
ly buwilt of woodl wuch of which was de-
cavced, and thie cotdition was such s b
been fomud precisely caleudated to give tisy
to fover n other plivees.

Thero weree no eases of Tever on thy oppoe-
Ao st do of the viver, and the diense didd
not apecad o any tnatanen from thy cises
which were removed from the infected dise
tricts to othor pacts of the towwn, At thag
tine, it should he vecollected, thees werd uo
deeks extating as ar presont on the opposite
shoee, aned besides, liw poevatling soudduwest
winda hadd the etfeceio Koop the diease (coin
the weast stde of the rive.

Lo unable to Hald any pacticulacs of the
temperature and weathoer at that period, ox-

copt tho groneral face that (rota 10 o 18500

the winters wero very cold weld lony, tho
springs veey cold and wet, and
tmees exeeasively hot anddey. One writer
says of the wintor of /9GS *The wlater
witd oxcesaively cold anil louyg, thy speine

severu  riny season ab the beaaking up of
winter. ‘Toe ammmwer wid usheesd 1o at
puve, amd Aawas as romarkably ot aud dry ay
the preceding wintee and svrin:: waere cold
anel rainy.  Aboat the mubdle of June wore
sevoral day s nimost fnsupportablo, and unis
verslly apokin ol ls,',' vur oldeit et as tha
hotteat ever Known”'

Sueh wats the generad ehacactot of the soa.
a4 (rotn 130 1o 1o, duavioe whitch the
the yellow fever provatled extensively awd
ssverely in anoat ol the northern citles. [t
did nos provadl in Providenes agadn untid
the year 00, and aftvewands in 1505, 1305
ard I8N0, U propese o give lorealer an
aceonn® of the didense in those years, [ is
npedslblo o obtain avy particulaes of the
tlisenan feom the puldic paprees or feom the
cevotds of that period, ..k’nthin;: fv elven i
reliation to the mnber of ¢ases, the sup-
posced ocigin, thy location ol the disease, o
the atite of the weathor.  hodowl, not o
stugle pacticnlar 14 wiven which can bo of
aby value 1o ascoctaindng tho catses or chae-
awctee of the disense,  For many of the par.
ticulare givon in this article { am indobted
to Joha HL Ormabey, Fag, who lived ot the
thiwe o the Infected disveiet, amt had the
diseaso severely himaselt.

1400,

‘Tha aat ten yoars of the lait contury, and
fieat hive or six years of tho present contury,
seem to hivo bewn macked by o zenecal opl-
dewde tattnoaes in the Northvrn Stated,
They cotaprlio what may be called an opls
dewde ey-tror tem, Duelne this thnn tho
yoltow fovor provadled woro oc lesd exton.
sively every yeae In3ome of oue cities, and
these wind o stensend oxpectation nmong the
peoplo overy year that the diseasn would
peovail.  Numeroud clecamstances ol a pas
cullae natuco, which were gupposed to lndl.
cnte an vnnanad condition of the atmosphorw,
are notieed by tho weitors of that day. One
welter ontlon that doap sy were devom.
poscit in theen hows “iivl the sopacation of
tho ingredicnts wai g0 pectual ad to requlen
bedling wator to dotach the tallow feom the
basin." Beef in barrols becamo puteld mach
more feequently than winal, and whon pu-
tridd tho smell was thought to be much mors
otfensive than usual.  Meat of alt Kinls
spoiled more guickly than in oelinary times,
and tho odor feom sowers, and all sonceos of
tilth 1 deseribed s mnch worse than usual.
Theqo  pecnlinritios were nserlbed o the
prescnee of “epieet ackd in the atioaphore.

Puelng the same porlod, epidemicd wero
cothmon to the anhaal Kingdom, and one
wetter, fn UtS, apeaky of epldomics anonyg
vithor animaly as bolbe as rlfe w3 nmony
e “Fhe cats worn ntfeeted sl thousaneds
dled, tn 139, In Phitiwlolphly, New York,
Boaton, \Mbany and othor cities,  In Con-
necticul avdistemper desteoyed wroat name
beed of aeat cattle. In New York Statw,
borses and dovs wero allcoted with o dide
teinger e the head and theoat whizhdestroy-
ed wany. fn Mosanechusstts and New
Hatopshien, “foxed woro atfeeted with o dis-
ortee which rondered thom an ensy proy to
tantees, aned, i the sanme Statea, the geese
bt avdisease which cated thom to 1eize
sotmp object with theie bILN, and Keop haold
of L until they Jdied Hydeophobin iz wmon-
tened ad boing cenvekably peevalent, el
sl pox rrm*;ti]r;d oXtetsively, [ il no
wrestion of aoy diseise amoene hogs at thae
tine,

Vellow fovar disd not peavailas anopldomie
i Providencs from 1797 to ), thoush Do,
Wheaton stazes, inoo medical joueaat, thee
theee weeo fone oc Hve cadesin tho town a
Ve, He also wmentiona duaretng thy samo
year, thirty or forty caseq of low, [ygﬂlﬂi(l
over In the noeth paet of the town, “ovi
dently cimsed by denining o iill-poaad at
the commancetsnt of the hot and  dry
weatker”

In 1794, the yellow tevor was pacticalarly
I'Mftl In many of sure citles, and in AT ETARIN
‘H:ru‘-t ipuscantine wasonforeed in Providence
watnat Wl veasnds from Phibutolphin, New
York, New l-i_’llilhn. Bogton a,d toetaanth,
I Philadelphia, 3608 persona il in Now
York, Udnsdn Bedalon, 10, and tn Now
Lotdon thees woeo 215 cases. Phlludolphia
wi nenely depopalated, nit on the I.‘,r}‘ of
Seplember, LW, n sabaeription was toe-
warded (tom Providenes foe the sattveors in
that city. ‘Tho snmiaors weeo  oxtromsl
hot.  Uuder diato of October £33, 138, Soah
Webster speaks of the “geant and all-sub.
dulne Lhivat of tho vt two months.”’

1 tho smnmer of tho yoar 150, tho yellow
fover secmnt to have boon contidontly ox-
rected in Peovidence, anl an oeder wig is-
anetdt by the Fown Council respecting thy ro-
moval of nulsancey, on the C2th of May.
As carly nd tho 22d of Jane o veossel arrived
from Jwmaicis with cados of yollow lever on
boarl whichwero svut totho hoypleal. Othoe
Intected vessols aerlved In Juao awd July,
but no cndo oceurred among the inhabltants
ol tho town nutll the t5th of Auguat, ‘Che
Hrst coto witr o Mes, ‘Uayloe, who llved on
the west sldo of YWickondon atreeot, u littlo
torth ol tho peetont location ol the eovi-
deneo ‘Tood Lun:pany. Met, Tayloe dled on
the 20th of Auuznst,  Bolwoon the L3th and
20d of Auguat thoe woro ninotesn ended pnd
shx donthy, ‘Tho peesoat sito of tho build-
gt ol tho Providonen ‘Tool Company wid
Geeupled al that timo by threo cllntlll{arh}a.
Uno man who worked In tho distillorica died,
ant govornd doaths occurred appositn thoso
budldings on the oast stde ol Wickeudon
atreot. ‘The geontest portlon of tho casos
werss between ‘Uransty and Powor strooty, aned
this wits conaldored tho Infected distelet this
yoar, bolng In tho samo locality; dat o liitle
moto |0.'luon.~sl~.'a :lmnlln V7. Cases oce
curred, howover, in all parta of tho ¢lty on
Voth sldes ol tho eivor; but cvery cudy .,-gum
be (raced o e2pnanurs fn e infeatod digtrict
i I no instance did the forer ;rcud}'runz
thosa who were sick out of {his cljdgr(.,eg,

On the awgond of Hoptombor, tho physl

I Company  stauds, to ramovo

the 3t

' Puntil the last of September.
wits rainy, hover have [ oseenso longand |

o S e o Y — e G AT T e e——  —

vlang in the town, Dry, A. Throop, Wm.
Howen, Levi Wheaton, Benjamin Dyer,
Henry Faulknor, and Josoph Mason sont n
lotter to the ‘fowa Council recommonding
thatnll the inhabitants be romoved from the
infected district without delny, and that all
the sivk be sent to the hogpltal, and stating
thit they consldored It dangerous to thom-
golves and their {nmilics to nttond tho sick
In that district,

This doey not scem to have beon dono
vory effvctuntly, and not until tho 18th ol
Septembor was a fonce orderod to he placed
across Sonth Main streot from tho south
side of Powers lano, and anothor nowoss
South Main stroet at the foot of Lransit
streot. I'vom the 16th to tho 26th of Sop-
tombor thero wero 29 now cases and Ui
doathy. ‘LI'be lngt caso and the last death
wns o the Ud of Octobeor, and durlng the
whole timo from August 15th to Octobor 3,
n Hmrlml of H} days, thero wore 85 cusod
and 32 deathis, ‘I'ho daration of the disense
way precisoly the snme as tn tho yonr 1797,
It having commmouced aud ended threo dayy
carlior t.hun fn that year.

‘The tisenso wny more sovore and caused
moro oxcltomont than in 1797, VYessels from
F'rovidooce wero aub‘]cctml to quarantine in
Now York, Phitadelphin snd Boston. On
the 20th of Suptember o lottor was recolveod
by the Town Council fromn Philadolphia, of-
Yoring nysistance to tho sutlerors lh monoy
or necessaries. Tho Town Councll of Pro-
vidouco roplied that owlng to tho powors of
the Counci! in ‘)rovidlng {or.the poor, thoro
had been very littly distress from waat of
eovisions; but that many families having
een doprived of employment for somo thne
were In nced of assistance., Soon alter a
check for 52000 was recoived {rom Philadel-
diin, which was distributed to tho noody,
I'he corrcs;lunutonco betweon Providouco nnd
Ehiladelphin i3 oxtromely Intorcsting wnd
ereditablo to both citles,

I'ho sumimmer of this yonr (1800} was oxces-
sively hot und drf’. Under date of August
O8th, tho “‘Providence Gazette' suys: “Tho
parched earth waog lnst ovonlng rofreshod by
some Hine showery.—fuuy Dev.” .

‘Tho origin of the fovor this yoar was not
50 clearly kunown ag in 1797, No dlvect con-
nection could betracod betwoon any vessol,
and the fivst cases, ‘Phio Town Counell ina
lotter to tho authoritios of Nowport, state as
foflowa: '

YAith respect to the orlgin of tho disonso,
whothor imported from abrowd, ot dorlved
from causes of o local nature, {3 not yot sat-
{afactorily nscertadnod, amd about which n
weent diversity of scutlment provalls, It 1§
represented by somo as coming from the
United States ship Gonerad Grreono intoly nr-
vived in your harbor, which it i3 sald had tho
contogion ou bourd, nnd that {t oviginated
hero from somo of the vrow of that ship who
put np In the quartor whove tho disovdor
mado the first appearanco, and {n tho neighe-
borhood of which 1t i3 stitl continod.”’

Whittover wag the ovivin there wiag no
doubt then, and thero i3 nono now, that the
Nthy docks 1o that neighorhood wore tho
loend canses which aro always necossary for
tho existonce ol anophdomlic of thisjchavactor,

Alter tho year 1500, a strict quarautino
was entoreed in Providenco overy summaor,
and every summer vessoly arelved which
hivd cases of the fever on board. Thoro
were, howovoer, no cases of tho disvaso
among the inhabitants of the town, oxcept o
very few in 1803, nud moro in 1509,

‘Lho history of the yellow fevev in Provi-
dence in 1805, s cemarknble ws oxhibitiong
the elfect of prompt, ctliciont, ntud enorvetic
sunitary wensures. "Phis witl bo glven hero-
aftor,

‘Tho yellow fever appoared in 'rovidonco
{or tho thivd timy o 188, Tho towan records
mention the frequoent accival of vessols with
the fever on board, but say nothing anbout
any vasesin town,  ‘There woro ouly tivo
deaths from the diseaso this yoar, tho tast
ol which, Mr. and Mrs, Johm Viall, died on
the 2d and 4th ot Octobsr. No allusion i3
iada to the disenso in Providence in tho
Craette of that year, though full accounts
are wiven of tho fever a Now York, whoro
i prevadled with great sevority,

1803,

The fourth appearance of tho (ever in
brovidonee was in July, 18303, On tho &
of this moenth the brig Phwnter aveived from
St. Croix, havionyg lost somo man with lover
on the passagoe.  OUn tho t2th, the brig Juno
avrived froma Matanzas andor simitar cir-
camstances. They were permittod to como

e e T i il

{to tho wharves after o briof dJdotontion at

quatantine. ‘The woather was oxvessively
hot and dey. The fevar broko outt about thw
the Z0th of July, in tho samo locality ny in
previons years,  ‘Tho fivst eados wore at tho
tuut of Jamnes street, (oot of Willlams street,
feet of Power steeet, N, soms of thomn
Lreine in the siune houses e which porsony
! chied tr LFUT and o [SEH,

On the 2oth ofJaly the Town Counetl mnt
and adopted vigorons measures. A comnit-
tee wis appointed to examine the yvessels i
that tocality, to ascertain tho enuso of the
malizuact lover which provailed.  An order
witd passed veguiving all tho inhabitants
Csouth ot Power's Tane, and north ol the
south stitl-house,”” which stood whero tho
present building of the Lrovidonve “Tool
from thayirc
louses within threo days., This ovdor was
Grithfutly obeyed, and on tho YUth of July »
wateh was appointed to protect tho proporty

cin the deserted houses,  As in provious
yenrs, tho only ciases wero in tho in-
fected  distrier,  or  among  thoso who
Lad  frequented  that  Jocality,  and in

consequence of the prombt setion of the
Town Council in removing thy inhabitits,

Pthe fever ceased immediately, 1o now cages
Cpcvurninge after the 2d of Awgust,

A chamo
of the weather, from oxvessivoe heat and
drought to cooling showory, porhaps aidod ln
the resudt, Very greeat alamu existod at tho
cotnmencetent, it boiug svma weeky oarlior
than the fovor had begun in proviouws years,

P Llie vejoleing at this cessation ot thoe diseasy

wad very vreat.  Inoall, thoroe worn twelve
atsed and six deaths, On tho 9th of Auzast
the Town Couneil apnounced that thore had
bheen no now cises, and  thint tho towi was

neyver more healtiny st shat season  than at
thint timo. ‘Ui headthy condition continued
Foncouraced by
tho absenco of diseaso, tho inhabitants of
the tnfeeted district i all rotuened to thoiy
Lowes by the 2otk of September.  Tho con-
sequence ol their imprudenco way, that
seven cased ol tho (wvor occuvved during
the Just ten days of Septomber, of which
four wery futal.  ‘Theso wero mostly on
Wickenden stroet, betweon South Main amd
Benetit strects. The cold weaticer nt this
tine put u stop to the diseisoe,

We have, tuthe history of the fover this
year, u most striking usteation of thoe ctli-
cloney ol prompt and energotic action at tho
bevioning of the disease, in cheeklag itapro-
rress: and nlso o no less marked Hlustration
of the (act, now so well established, that
when o district becomes infected notlnng
but cold weatlier and frost can romovo the
intection and make it safe for tho inhabi-
Livhies 1o return,

Aftor the cesgation of tho fover, about tho
tirst of August, tho Town Counell, in n lottor
to the aunthoritics of New York, statod that
the fover wid supposed to havoe originated
froan the brig Plaater, from St. Crolx; the
rawkut Friendship, from Charleston, and the
iy Juno, from Matanzas.  No particulae
ciccumstances ave civon which led to this
belief. On Ry second apponrance in Soptom-
ber it was clearly of locul origin, At this
titae, tho lagt of Septombor, the weathor way
again dry and hot, and tho papors srouli of
a pestiluntial fever a3 provalling ln gomo
paets of tho countey almost oy fatnl ng the
yollow fever tn thoe citios.

The condition of tho lufeeted diatrict ot
this timoe wag vory much tho samo ag in 1707
and 150U, excopt that o liro in January,
1S0L, had destroyed the bulldlugs on hoth
stdes of South Main stroet, (tom Vlnanot
street nearii,' to Willinms gtecot, ‘Thiz firo
destroyed thivty.six bulldings and about
S000,6C0 worth of property. Somoe of the
houses destroyed were those ln which thovo
had been cases of tho (uver, Wge aro n-
debted to this fire for the wideniny of South
Main streelFin that locality. The docky,
however romained wachangzed, and nftor tho
appearance of the fover, in 1303, their con-
dition began to excito the serious attontlon
of the peoplo.  An “Address to the {nhabi-
tants of tho southorly part of this town
on the opldamie fover,” written by Col, L.
Sabin, {u Marcl, 180G, thus doseribos tho
condition of the lnfected digtrict:

“It iy notorloug to every peordon who s
convoraant nbout the docks ot tho south
ewd, that tho obb tide sets towards thoso
docks, and lodges tho floating substances
which &t brings down along the wharves
from tho upper part of tho S;ly. I'ho slips
between tho wharves by thly means aro g0
fur filled up, that they wnro left bare for
many hours every tide, and ns the docks ave
manle tho recoptacles of ovory kind of filth,
the wmwud in the tiear ot summer iy put into a
stateof fermentation, anud wmillions of biub-
Lees arise. heaving up thole noxious nir from
t:n'm mass of vegetablo and aninug putrvolac-
tion,’

Many of tho cetlars under tha storos in
this gquarter being found unsate dopositoried
for property nro suffered to decay, and avo
titled with mud and bl which in the hoat
of smumer form ot beda of unpurity, gon-
erating  much hwpure and  awwholegdome
air.”

*Thero aro o number of Lareo wolls in thiy
quacter, originally destzued foe GlHnge witor
for vessely, and not belng used for many
years they have becomno stagnnnt and putrid
and nro vecoptacles of dead toads and vy,
and in the heat of summor sond forth thoir
peatilential vapors.”

‘The writer also mentions ag nuiaances the
foul ballast und oftenstvo bllge wator from
vessels, tho vals of the unocenpied distillo-
ries, otfenxive privies, and the practico of
throwing dead animals, (lil!ll:l_(.'.'t:{\ fish and
other flth into tho docks.

that nny speclal actlon wag takon in tho
wtter.  ‘Tho epidomic condition of tho at-
tosphers sead to have consud nbout thiy
o, and tho fover did not provall in Provl-
dence again nuntil tho year 1520,

1520,

After an interval of lifteon yoary, tho yal.
low (evee appenred in Providonee for the
HOth time tn 1520, "Chere wore two or throo
cases of sickoess in town in 1819, which
woro brought (rom vesdels; and wore proba-
Lly yellow fevor, though {t was donied by
some persons at tho tho. Tho month of
Angust, 1820, wig oxcessively hot and drey,
particatarly from the st to “tho th. ‘o
nveraygo toinperature in Providenco for the
wholo month, was a3 foltowy:
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Rain fell on only four dnys during the
month and then In small quantity. Ono
wrltor anys of tho weathor that yeae: *“I'ho
wintor ol 1513-20 wnd unu:nmll;- ¥Byoro, and
the spring was Inte and wet. ‘Tho sumnior

set in suddenly with great hoat and 1ietle
tuln.

Among the vossols which arclved teom the
Weat tadles tn July aud August, one or two
had cases of tho fover on board., It should
ho obseeved with relerenco to this porlod, ay
well ad previous yenrs, that nearly all the
vessels which arrived In Providenico from
tho West Indles diseharpod thole cargoos
{rom tho docky betwesn Powor gtreot nndd
‘Cransit streot.

On the Sthof Auguast, 1820, tho town ro-
cords stunte that tho inhabitants of tho south
part of the town woro much annoyod by tho
ofMluvina fromnn soveral vossgoel londs of son-
weed collected (or manuce. On tho Lith of
Atgust, Mry, Jamos Lrown wag takou sick
with tho fovor. ‘Uhis was the ticst caso thnt

ear, onil sho died on tho 20th of Auguat,
glho Hved fn tho house, still atanding, noxt
gouth of tho southenst cornor of Jninos and
South Maln stroots. Othor cnass occurrod
Iimmodiately altor in that vicinlty, but the

(ncty wore c¢arofully concoaled, and tho

[t does not nl;u war from thoe town vecotdy
A
{
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Duporﬂﬁconatantlglrt agsqeed tho publie that ro
taste
WO B

tho town was hoalthy,

Tho Gazelle ol Auguat '.281(1820; Hﬂyé;*"llo '

unusual or wlavmlng slokuosa provalls.”
‘I'lio samo papor of Septombor 8th, snys that
nufounded re,aorls aro tn clroulation, and to
corvact thom “wa would stata fov the infor-
tiou of our country friends that no unugual
sickness prevally here,’”  The Latrlet of
Sopt. Oth, says that two suddon doathis had
occurred, but that thoy wore not yollow [fo-
ver, nud that thoro was no caso of matiguant
fovor lu town., ‘Tho (laxette of Sopt. 11th,
gays—""Wo rojolco {n the fanot that no mn-
Ngnant nov contagious slukness provaily in
this town;” but unfovtunntely for tho truth
of theo statoment, the same paper, *'since the
above was in type” publishos n cortificato
from Drg. W, Bowon, 1., Whaeaton and P,
Bowou, dated Sopt. 10th, and stating that
thoy were thon It atlondanco upon olovon
cuses of the {ovor

The Bonrd of IHealth gseem to have Leon
equally desirous of conconding the [aety, nnd
they issued no Infoermntion to the public un-
tH tho i2th of Seoptewber, whon thoy pub-
Hghed the fact that thore wore soveral onsos
of suspicious levor in tho south part of the
town. In tho meantime, the gronter portion
of tho inbabitants romoved from the infocted
district, and on tho 16thof Saptember o fence
wag ordorod to bo placed acrogs South Main
streot on tho south sido of Power streoct, ntul
another on tho novth stdo of Trangit stroot,
‘These foncos woro removod six days altor,
tho discnse having appareutly coaved, Tho
inhinbitants bogan to roturn to the infectod
digtriot, and the smne results followod ay {n
1300; now casos of tho foyor ocourred, and
geveral disd,

‘I'ho temporature of tho month of Soptom-
hor, in Providonce, wus ns follows;
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‘The lnst caso of fover was on tho 4¢h of
QOctober, tho whotlo porlod of tho existonco
ol tho dlsease bolng {ifty-four dnysy,

Tho town rocords and nowspapers of that
poriod givo no lnformation from which thoe
exact numbor of casey enn bo stated,  As
nearly as I can agcortiln, thoro wore twonty-
two denths [rom tho fovor durtng the wholo
SCASON.

The efforts to concoal tho oxistonce of tho
digeaso only sorved, as such olforts always
do, to npgravato the ovils deslvad to be
avolded, ‘Fho most absurd rumors woro ¢lr-
culnted in tho country towns. Iarmoers
coming to Providouce wore (nformed In
Olnoyvillo that the mortality was 8o groat
thut the Inhabitanty wore obllged to spond
tho nights in burying the dewnd, Othor ru-
imors equally falso wore provislont.

'Tho otigin ol tho disongo iu 182D was
not accuratoly nscortalned, Somo porsons
traced it to ono vossol, othors to au-
othor vessol, AN that can bo statod with
cortainty s, thut vessels aveived from the
West Tudies having had enses of tho fovor
on board, the fover broko out In Providenco,
South Water streot nt thig timo wag not ox-
tended bolow where tho [Fall Rivor Building
now standy, and the docks bolow there woro
to much the snwo cotudition ag twanty youars
provious,

This yonr (1820) was tho last in which tho
ellow fover hoas boen opldemte or ondomio
in Providonco, Toars wore ontertained for
several yoars that It would provatt again, and
v one yeay, am formed, thoro woro Lo or
threo enses which enusod consldernble oxelto-
mant for a short tlime, "I'hvo Boawd of Hoenlth,
Lowever, immodiatoly published ali the facts
in tho cuso, and this wiso courso at onco go-
cured the confldonee and nllayod the fears
of tho publle hove nnd in other citivs,  For
moro than thirty yenars thoro wus not, so far
as [ ean ascortain, nocaso of the diseaso in
Providenco,  Durine (he last theeo yoavy
thero hivvo beon cases of yollow fover In thig
city; but thoy wore all of porsons who camo
directly (rom plicey whoro tho fovorwas pro-
viniling, aud woere gonornlly vory slight.
l.ito in tho sumimoer of 1856 thero woro two
wild cuses fn tho eity, ono of which was
brought in a vessel (rom Chavloston, S, C,,
and the other came from Staton lstand.

This completes tho facts in relation to the
vellow fevor in Providenco so far ny they
have como tomy knowlodego,  IhiYerend pou-
sohs will probably draw ditteront conclusiony
from thew; but somo conejusions spom to be
g0 obvieus and so important, that Limay tako
peeasion to presont thom hvreaftol,

Muammnry aud Couglusions,

A brief summary of tho facts prosouted in
relation to the yellow fovor in 'rovidonco,
and i few of the conelusions o which they
lead, may not be unprolitable,

The vhole wember of deaths from tho [o-
ver in this town during the five periods In
which it hos provalled has boen ns [ollows:
[ 1797, 865 ia 1800, 52 in 1803, &; in 1503,
10; in 1820, 29 totnd, 1¥5. Whon wo con-
sider that this is tho wholo numboer ol doaths
from the discaso duving sixty yonrs, it loss.
ens its importavee us ndestroyor of humnn
life in this city, I think it would be difticut
for any one to give any snflcient roason
why nodisense, to which wo nro so littlo lia-
blo here, should exeito so much attontion
and atarm, while diseasos which destroy
nore lives in Providonco overy yonr than
tho yellow fover does in (ifty yeard, wre
very littlo noticed.

The time wt which pellow ferer commences
in P'rovidenco deponds upon tho ohuaracter
of the season. At ono poriod it bogan nhout
the 20th of Jduly; wt tho othor periods it
comrmenced betweon tho 10th nnd 206l of
Aungust,  Whonovor o locality  becomos
infeeted, tho infection is novor rewovod,
and  the disenso does not coase, 1 thore aro
any inhabitants vemaining, untdl tho appoar-
nneo of froste This has penerally becn, in
this town, between the 1st and 10th of Octo-
bur,

The origin of the Forer in Providence 1s o,
question whiclh might oxcito some diseus-
ston, At its first appearances, in 1707, tho
discaso  was  divecetly and unequivoenldly
traced to the foul bedding and clothing of
aninfected vessel, At tho other portods

no  such  direet  conunection  conld  ho
braced. At all  times,  vesgols  woro
namedd  which It was  sudd brouelit

the fever; but the blwmoe was put upon dif-
ferent vessels by difforent porsons. It way,
and is still, tio opinion of somo porsony Lhnt
tho vessols themselves wero the only foel of
infection, and that there way nothing tn the
town itselt which could sustain the disonso.
{ cannot agreo with this opiniott.  Wo know
that sll infeeted vessols weres Inuncdintoly
ramoved from the Infected dlstrict, and yot
thie fever continued to provail, and now enses
arosg nftor they wores romoved. [n 1805,
when 16 venppenred the last” of Soptomber,
after an intorval of six wooks, thero woro
no infected vessels at the wharves, o 1820
a laedy died with tho f{ever near tho corner
of Transit street, who inud not buon into the
street, nor had beon exposod to infected vos-
sels, (roin ts conumencotnont., It Is evidont
that the vessols woro not tho solo points of
fnfection. ‘Thougle the fever wmight have
originated from thom, it found local causes
in the town itself, procisoly eateulated to ro-
cofvo, sustabn ad spread the infectlon altor
tho vessels had Leoun romoved, Theso local
causes, I bavo no doubt, wore tho rolton
whacvey and filthy docky in that leculity, o
deseription of which has alrondy boon given.

AU tho timo the ycllow lover first apposrod
in Lrovidenco, o consldgorable portion of tho
conununity, including many mou of groat
inteNigenco, bolloved in an Intimato con-
nectlon  betweon  opldemtes and  comeols,
carthquakes, storimy, whirkwinds, &c, Noah
Webster, in hig History of Dostilontinl Dis-
euses, published fn 1798, gives o st of (ifty
vovero opidemicy bobweon tho commenco-
ment of tho Uhrlstian Kra and tho year 1784,
all of whlilceh, ho says, woro accompanioed by
Yereat  olomental  convulsiony,”” such ny
enrtlyjuakes, comoly, storms, &c¢. o also
stintey that sovove wintors always colucldo
with tho approach of comoty.

The locality of the nfected districl in
Orovidence was always remitkably rostrict-
ed, and dts limits acouratoly dotined. In
Septotber, 184, tho portlon of Wickondon

(then South Main) streot botwoon Transit

and Bonofit streots wny fnfecled; at overy
other period tho lufeotlon was contined ton
sinallsection of a singlo streot (South Madn),
nover extonding abovo Powor nor holow
T'ransit streots.

{s yellow sever contanious? This question
i still digputed with gront ecarunestnoss,
though the majority ol medieal mon, sud
pacticnlarty of thoso who are lotorostod in
saultnry measuros, have dooldod it in tho
negative. It might bo supposed, at flrst
thought, that the guestion could be deoidoed
L Now Orleans, whoro they hiavoe tho disendo
overy year.  But thero s less harmony ol
opinion on tho guestion among tho profos-
ston in thut elty than {n other parts of tho
country. It scems to mo that Now Orvloans
s just tho rluco where tho quostion c¢an
never bo declded, for this reason, that thoro
nre local causes which rondor overy part of
the city and surrounding country an infoect-
ed district.  Of course, whorg gvory porson
l exposed to fnfeetton, it will bo hupossible
to decldo that any pactlenlnr ¢ese arisos
so’ely from contagion,

‘T'he histovy of the fovor In Providooce 1s
conclusivo against tls contnglousnoss hovo.
The Tollowing veasong may ba mentlonod:

1. During tho five poriods In which tho
yellow fever provailed 1u thia town, no ¢ayo
over oceurced oul of tho Inlectod district
whichcould not be divestly traced to oxposuro
In that toeality,

20 Many  porsons  with the  fover woro
moved from tho infocted disteict to othor
phaces in town, nnd persons died with tho
diseaso i overy part of tho town; yot, novor
tn nny instancee, did any othor portion ol tho
town breomo infected, nor did & slouglo por-
son take tho diseaso from thoyo who wore
sick ont of tho infected digtrict.

Meteorology —"Thore Is o roniarkable simi-
latity in the chavactor of tho sonsons of
those {unra (v which tho fovor apponved In
Providence. Tho preceding wintor wis al-
wui'x very sovorg, tho spring was late, cold
and wet, nnd the surmeoer was vory hot and
dry. ‘This may bhavoe beon ontlroly an neei-
dental colucidoneo, 1t ig cerinln that wo
havo bad many sonsons ) rooisoly shutlay
when wo havo had no yellow fover,

The class of persong who hare had the fever
i Providence hag always been good, ‘Thoy
havernearly all livod in comlortuble housoy,
not crowded, surronuded with tho nocog-
saries of lifo, nnd giving tho usunl attontion
of such persons to cleanliness aond orvdor In
and nbout their houses, ‘Thoere could ho no
reason why thoy should havo hind tho fovor,
oxcopt tho fact that thelr rosidonve way in
an infected locatity, T showld judgoe that
the maujorlty of the vietimy wero fn tho prime
ol lifo,

"CrncuMSTANCES NevEr Lk —Day bo-
Jovo yesterday, ln tho Lowls will caso, ot
Hoboken, sxperts soom to havo conolusivoly
proven that a marclngo cortitieato proviously
offered In evidonco, datod tho nuptluly
which {t desertbod thyoo or four sonry be-
fore thoro exlisted tho unmistakablo stool
pinto from which tho origiual blank of the
covtificate was takon, “lf roguog must stonl
dates, lot them bownro of tho soeds,”’ says
an old Acab provorb, of tho truth ol whioh
Lhils i ouly ouo example. Aun lmportant
sult In this Stato was llﬂt‘lthd by o ddiseovor
that the water-mark of the papor on which
nodeed way writton was not brought {nto uso
until somo years aftor tho dato of tho ingtren-
ment.  And tho Fogtlish stocy 19 familine of
the wanton and supervfluous perjuror who
protonded to havo boon tho wititess of a will,
and declared that tho tostator had put his
senl ovor o sixpouce. Tho sonl bolng ro-
moved, the sixpenco was found, but it was

of more recont dato than tho will.—New
York World,

Hon. Alexandor U1, Stophony has had two
hemorrhaged frow tho lunes, and s vory ill,
This Is tho firgt timo he has boen nffocted
In thls way.

Upon luyltation of a number of promiuont

cltizeny, Hon. Carl Schurz will visit Oinolns

natl on Heptombor 27, and dellver au ad- }vr]li
1

dregs upon peudivg ﬂnunqlal isgu9g,
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