
Enter the Decade of Protest

New York 2011: As New York City police evacuat-
ed peaceful demonstrators of Occupy Wall Street 
(OWS), I reflected on events participated in over 
the previous weeks. One of the most poign-
ant was when protest leaders from Cairo’s Tahrir 
Square joined us at Occupy Wall Street. The en-
ergy was exuberant. Their presence underscored 
a historical crossroads that the western main-
stream media simply missed in their reporting, yes 
one of those surging trends that the starch-shirted 
analysts failed to portend. The year 2011 marked 
something that will be remembered by future gen-
erations as the decade of global protest. 

Since 2011, from Tunis to Madrid, Athens to New 
York, global protests have spread without regard 
to region, race, religion or generation, as people 
across our planet joined hands to express out-
rage at an unjust order that is blatantly hypocriti-
cal. Declining economies, loss of jobs, poor infra-
structure, lack of trust in government, unnecessary 
wars, and a manipulated media top their list. And 
at the time of this writing in 2014, these waves of 
protests continue to spread.

Regardless of the political spectrum - left or 
right - both sides have lost jobs. Protestors decry 
unemployment and home foreclosures, unprec-
edented since the Great Depression. Within 
span of a mere decade, America’s financial might 
was exhausted by unnecessary wars and fiscal 
stimulus wasted, rewarding bailouts to bankers 
gone rogue. For Americans, the snuggly Wall 
Street–Washington coterie has become as much 
a symbol of incompetent government, politics of 
oligarchy and economic squandering as Mubarak 
and his military cronies had become to the Egyp-
tian protestors. 

Across our earth elderly, looking ahead with-
out benefits or hope, feel ripped off. The youth, 
strapped with debt to pay for an education that 
cannot even secure them a job, demand a say in 
their future that is being determined by others, in 
fact taken away from them.  Everyone is fed up 
with a system that has pushed itself to its own 
brink. Ideologically driven wars have bankrupted 
the nations that started them. Drones are sent 
to bomb schools by nations that cannot afford 
to build schools for their own children. Money is 
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being printed on the back of debt that will sad-
dle generations to come in order to pay for it all 
– and with it the bonuses of those already grossly 
wealthy investment bankers and politicians who 
have created all this mess. Yes, those politi-
cians who refuse to recognize the already clear 
scientific warnings of climate change, because 
they are behest to multinational corporations that 
enrich themselves in the most profitable business 
of all – fossil fuels. These same politicians wave 
their finger at the world and talk of the need for 
governance and transparency, while sending the 
poor off to fight wars that their children will only 
play on video games -- funded through the global 
market offering of another junk tech stock that will 
be traded just like an oil derivative. 

In this decade of protest, people across our earth 
have responded to the dysfunctional politics by 
occupying public space, engaging in non-violent 
disobedience and forming transparent ad-hoc 
governing councils in open areas or locally where 
they are creating community economies of their 
own. Essentially, people are taking the power 
back! They are espousing issues, but do not pro-
mote cartoonish politician personalities, an an-
tithesis to the political arrangements decried. And 
the messages are being sent through unedited 
live news streams via the Internet.

The peaceful revolution has already gone global. 
And from it arises a new earth consensus.

These protestors demand more than just a new 
swap of politicians. They call for reconstructing 
our global financial architecture. This requires 
new economic models to replace outdated ones, 
fundamental policy changes and a re-assessment 
of underlying assumptions and values that have 
long been taken for granted without question or 
consideration. 

Protestors across the planet, regardless of back-
ground, creed or birth, have united in a single 
voice. We have all had enough! It is time to 
change the rules of the game. That game -- the 
existing world order, the Washington Consensus 
blind belief in neo-liberalism taken to the ex-

treme, globalization of everything – cannot contin-
ue because our planet’s resources simply cannot 
sustain it. And the increasing numbers of people 
falling below the poverty line -- and extreme 
poverty line -- will not tolerate it. The rules have 
to change. 

To change the economics, it means changing the 
assumptions, which really means changing those 
tiffany twisted values that underlie it all.  

We need a new consensus!

Enter the New Earth Consensus

We need a New Earth Consensus. Built on prin-
ciples of compassion, care and consideration for 
our fellow man and environment, not predicated 
on unbridled greed. It is time for all us to real-
ize that we are all sharing planet earth, a single 
satellite in the orbit of our vast universe. If the 
mechanics of this planet fail to work, sustain-
ing glaciers, ocean levels and arable land mass 
and forests (yes water-food security and the 
very lungs of our planet), then we will not have 
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a planet to live on. And we cannot get off of this 
satellite and land anywhere else (all of NASA’s 
space exploration research funding has been di-
verted to imperial folly wars). Somehow, we must 
think above it all, drop differences, join hands, 
and make our future work.

That will require pragmatism and compassion, 
planning with vision and sequencing the steps to 
get us out of this mess and into a new paradigm, 
yes a workable framework that can sustain our 
existence and all of the natural biodiversity that 
we need to exist together. We are not alone. All 
things are interconnected. We must recognize the 
economic law of the interconnectivity of every-
thing.  

Our policy makers and economists need to con-
sider the totality of their decisions, not just the 
narrow lobbying interests that are funding them. 
We the New Earth Consensus need to come for-
ward with a fresh economic paradigm that com-

bines the idealism of a vision that we want for our 
children’s future, with the pragmatic steps that can 
take us there in real time. Lets call it pragmatic 
idealism. Rather than adhering to old mantras of 
greed and self-interest – the “invisible hand” will 
bring all markets to equilibrium if left alone (so 
deregulate finance and let the bankers take us all 
to the cleaners) -- we need a few fresh ideas that 
can become principles of a new economic para-
digm. Lets try:

Fusion Economics: Reject ideologically based eco-
nomic theory. End debate over socialism versus 
capitalism. Instead opt for pragmatism. Freely 
combine planning with market to achieve result 
that better people’s quality of life and utilize 
resources in a more rational way to sustain our 
planet.  

Diversified Localization: Community revival, lo-
cal businesses, cooperatives, micro-finance, and 
local currency issues are all part of diversified 
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localization. Empower people by getting capital 
to communities (rather than only to banks who 
just speculate with Fed bailout funds issued on 
the back of more debt) and the austerity that has 
crippled Europe.

Pragmatic Idealism: We can pragmatically har-
ness business in its many forms to achieve social 
transformation and conservation of resources. 
Enter social enterprise and impact investment. 

Compassionate Capital: Investment does not 
have to be for profit alone. People are not only 
motivated by greed (the classic Milton Friedman 
assumption). Care for others and concern for one’s 
community and environment can be equally im-
portant motivations. Social enterprise and micro-
finance are creative approaches using compas-
sionate capital. 

Conscientious Consumption: Consumers can 
purchase or boycott with conscious and affect 
corporate behavior. We have the power to de-
mand that the corporate sector adopt renewable 

and efficient energy, recycling, non-genetically 
modified foods, and socially responsible practices 
through the sheer power of organized boycott. 

Environmental Economics:  Investment into conver-
sion of energy grids from fossil fuels to renewa-
bles combined with fiscal and credit policy that 
will drive business to use renewable and efficient 
energy. This approach will drop actual carbon 
output levels while creating jobs and business 
opportunities in multiple sectors that can scale 
renewable and efficient energy technology, water 
conservation, recycling, organic agriculture, while 
reducing fossil fuels absolutely. (This is not to be 
confused with trading carbon or pricing natural re-
sources sometimes called the “green economy”). 

These ideas are only part of growing matrix of 
often separate yet interconnected movements, 
running in parallel, but coming into an inevita-
ble synergy and convergence that will change 
the economic architecture of our planet. Some 
of these ideas come from villages and ghettos, 
others are being driven by business and financial 
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leaders who have a vision and want to change 
what they know is not right. 

Civil society is creating grass roots business to 
support the ideals they wish to achieve (and the 
social, medical, and renewable energy projects 
that are essential to our survival). Meanwhile 
there are executives in boardrooms who suffer 
frustration, knowing themselves that this system 
is not right, and certainly will not assure a future 
for their children either. So they have to do some-
thing too.

Anatomy of an Emerging Consensus

Our global youth are joining hands across na-
tional boundaries with technology that knows 
no limits and can hack any firewall that imposes 
boundaries. They will form transnational move-
ments that do not recognize national limitations 
and as these congeal and form critical mass, will 
one day demand to sit at the table with national 
leaders. From the Himalayan Consensus, Afri-
can Consensus, Barcelona Consensus, to a New 
Earth Consensus that seeks to embrace us all, the 
power of our planet’s youth demand a voice in a 
future that belongs to them, not us. 

Activists across the developing world have come 
to the realization that standard economic meas-
ures overlook key components of wellbeing and 
stability. Thus, new measures and programs 
emerged from Asia coming together as the Hima-
layan Consensus, linking micro-finance pioneered 
by Muhammad Yunus, and “gross national hap-
piness” championed by Lyonpo Jigmi Thinley, 
former prime minister of Bhutan.  From these and 
many other like pioneers three principles have 
emerged: protecting ethnic diversity and local 
identity; achieving sustainability through local 
businesses while empowering individuals through 
micro-finance; and giving back to the community 
while prioritizing environmental protection.

Likewise, an African Consensus, as a fresh ap-
proach to development, could be seen emerg-
ing from the 2011 World Social Forum in Dakar, 
Senegal, against a backdrop of protests erupt-

ing across North Africa, underscoring the need 
for change. In West Africa civil society had been 
creating small-scale businesses supporting social-
environmental programs and community develop-
ment to provide an alternative to the misused aid 
funds and IMF and World Bank conditions that 
had effectively supported a system of impover-
ishing the population while propping up elitist 
leaders. With 40 percent of African productivity 
coming from the informal sector, Africans have 
simply bypassed corrupt dysfunctional govern-
ments and failed international aid programs. The 
African Commission on Human and People’s Rights 
Forum, with NGO representatives from 54 African 
countries, adopted the African Consensus Dec-
laration in Gambia on April as a fresh economic 
paradigm. Moreover, they declared ethnic identity 
and the right to water as universal human rights, 
and pointed to extreme poverty as the cause of 
violence, extremism and even terrorism.

Back in America, after the crushing of Occupy 
groups across the country, mainstream media de-
picted the movement as broken. Actually, it is not 
gone. It is just incubating. People have gone back 
to their communities and have turned protest into 
action, setting up community social enterprises, 
co-ops, and programs to re-invigorate urban ghet-
toes – essentially doing what our politicians have 
failed.  America’s progressive economic movement 
is proposing the exchange of commodities and 
services, creating localized sustainable busi-
nesses. Because bank and venture capital financ-
ing goes into speculation – the great Wall Street 
bourse -- there is a quest for creative financing 
solutions for small local businesses, essential for 
reviving communities. 

Meanwhile, some executives in corporations that 
Occupy rallied against are also reflecting and 
re-thinking their role in order to survive. Are their 
goals just profits, shareholder values or manage-
ment bonuses? How a corporation contributes to 
sustainability – what it does for its communities, 
the environment or employees – should that be 
measured, too?  New corporate responsibility 
schemes will need to be hashed. Green technol-
ogy and social enterprise funds will have to be 



launched. Otherwise we will boycott their prod-
ucts. In the end, government must respond with 
trade policies and fiscal incentives that guide 
corporations toward new patterns of behavior. 
Otherwise we will need to change those govern-
ments too. 

Austerity as such, applied in Europe in accordance 
with the prescription of the IMF and the weakness 
of the European Union to stand up for European 
interests, is not stimulating economies. How-
ever, the intuitive activism of self-interest to keep 
capital at home and re-invigorate communities is 
having a marked effect. Communities are going it 
alone and seeking their own solutions in the void 
of political leadership and in the lack of financial 
creativity from a neo-liberal order that has been 
in-breeding ideas for too long. In Spain alone 
some 20 local currencies have been issued along 
the lines of America’s “Berkshire Bucks” -- for the 
same reason. Keep capital in the community. 
Empower people with the means to empower 
themselves. 

These local initiatives are not anti-business. They 
are anti the established neo-liberal order, which 
do not want them to have the right to have their 
own businesses, at least locally. This is a grass 
roots financial response to a top down cement-
ing of communities with shopping malls and 
globalized brands, a system that judge retail by 
the stock price and the options in that stock being 
traded. It is about the upward power of diversi-
fied localization responding to a downward push 
of monolithic globalization. 

The parallel, yet different reactions occurring on 
multiple levels are a response to the same pre-
dicament. Grass roots communities want to keep 
capital at home. Nations are seeking to do the 
same. A new financial and trade architecture is 
being constructed independently yet simultane-
ously among communities, and emerging econom-
ic powers such as the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa). They are responding to 
the neo-liberal monolithic globalization model that 
has already run its course. 

A New Earth Consensus Unites!

A new financial architecture is being constructed 
that does not see free capital flows as neces-
sarily benefitting economies. It does not see 
extreme market fundamentalism as a panacea for 
all economic order. It does not see a flat world 
but rather one that is round, uneven, requiring 
local solutions to local predicaments and also to 
a global one. It is calling for capital back to com-
munities, back to people, back to ways of life that 
are local. It is calling for an end to a monolithic 
order envisioned by a few for their own benefit. 
The response is occurring on multiple levels at the 
same time in diverse regions. It is happening lo-
cally in America too.

Governments must reexamine their own re-
sponses, too. Stimulus to create rapid consump-
tion does not solve economic hardship because 
too much consumption is one of the problems. 
We share a planet of diminishing resources. So 
consumer behavior must change as well. Stimulus 
funding needs to be invested into communities, 
education, upgrading infrastructure and power 
grids that accommodate renewable energy – all 
of which will create new jobs. 

Meanwhile emerging global configurations like 
BRIC, G20 or G77, continue to shift the tectonic 
plates of global financial order. Their economic 
rise could create a new global financial order by 
the sheer weight of their economic momentum, 
different values and more realistic – rather than 
theoretic – experience with development.
Protest in itself is not enough. Yes, civil disobedi-



ence in its multiplier forms is absolutely necessary 
to force key issues into the face of a media that 
is owned by those same corporate and banking 
interests that own the politicians they give airtime 
to. However, we must also present rational and 
constructive frameworks and lay the foundations 
of new and pragmatic systems so that a New 
Earth Consensus arising from the different consen-
sus movements across this planet can parallel and 
then displace the old consensus that has already 
had its time. History moves on. We must continue 
to re-invent ourselves, and our systems, to keep 
up with the change that we in fact have created. 

The shocking and widening gaps between rich 
and poor, and the apocalyptic crisis of climate 
change, and outcomes of those systems we have 
been relying on for decades, which no longer 
work. It is time to dismantle that old architecture 
and rebuild systems that are more equitable 
for all, and can ensure the sustainability of this 
planet. 

This is about the democracy of people’s econom-
ics at work, voices and action of people in com-
munities across this planet coming together in 
common purpose, putting idealism to work in a 
practical way. If we connect the dots, and look at 
these independent grass roots and community ef-
forts as a whole, respecting their differences and 
diversity, we will realize that all of these progres-
sive economic movements -- what the mainstream 
calls “those alternatives” -- have already in fact 
become a new mainstream.  And so dawns a 
New Earth Consensus. And we are it!
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