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About These Materials:

Teacher materials on the Civil Rights Movement often have a focus on events in
the 1960s and national topics. However, the Civil Rights Movement is rooted in
and informed by much earlier periods of history. Additionally, many significant
events related to Civil Rights history happened right here, in Rhode Island.

The Rhode Island Historical Society, in partnership with the Rhode Island Black
Heritage Society and the Rhode Island Historical Preservation and Heritage
Commission, was awarded a grant from the National Park Service* for a multi-
phase project on African Americans’ Struggle for Civil Rights in Rhode Island: The
20th Century. The project consisted of conducting archival research, collecting
oral histories, and documenting places of significance to civil rights in Rhode
Island over the course of three years, 2017-2020. Public exhibits and school unit
plans were also created thanks to this grant.
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The following lessons reference many types of primary sources from local, Rhode
Island collections and some created for this project, like the oral histories in
lesson 3.

These lessons are meant to serve as a supplement to the Civil Rights history
already being taught in classrooms; the focus is on local events and people.
Many lessons reference time periods earlier than the 1960s, while also drawing
connections from those events up to today.

Learning Obijectives:

Students will understand and evaluate differences between primary and
secondary sources

Students will evaluate and analyze sources to gather historical information which
will inform their own decisions and arguments

Students will make connections between the causes and events of the Civil
Rights Movement to current circumstances today

Students will draw conclusions about how understandings of race and ethnicity
have changed over time

Educational Standards:

RI K-12 GSEs for Historical Perspectives/RI History
GSEs for Grades 5-6
HP 1: History is an account of human activities that is interpretive in nature.
HP 1-1: Students act as historians, using a variety of tools (e.g., artifacts and
primary and secondary sources) by...
b. using sources to support the stories of history (How do we know what
we know?)
c. asking and answering historical questions, organizing information, and
evaluating information in terms of relevance
d. identifying the point of view of a historical source

HP 2: History is a chronicle of human activities, diverse people, and the societies
they form.
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HP 2-1: Students connect the past with the present by...
b. comparing and confrasting the development of Rl ethnic history to the
nation’s history

HP 2-3: Students show understanding of change over time by...
a. establishing a chronological order by working backward from some
issue, problem, or event to explain its origins and its development over
time

HP 3: The study of history helps us understand the present and shape the future.
HP 3-1: Students demonstrate an understanding of how the past frames the
present by...
a. identifying historical conditions and events that relate to contemporary
issues

HP 3-2: Students make personal connections in an historical context by...
a. recognizing and reflecting on how the similarities of human issues across
time periods influence their own personal histories
b. recognizing and reflecting on how the differences of human issues
across time periods influence their own personal histories
c. comparing and contrasting the cultural influences that shape
individuals and historical events

HP 5: Human societies and cultures develop and change in response to human
needs and wants.
HP 5-1: Students demonstrate an understanding that a variety of factors affect
cultural diversity within a society by...
a. comparing and conftrasting the diversity of different groups, places,
and time periods or within the same group over time
b. providing examples of cultural diversity

HP 5-2: Students demonstrate an understanding that culture has affected how
people in a society behave in relation to groups and their environment by...
a. identifying how cultural expectations impact people’s behavior in their
community
b. using a historical context, describe how diversity contributes to conflict,
cooperation, growth, or decline
c. describing challenges or obstacles a civilization/ country/ nation faced
as it grew over time

HP 5-3: Various perspectives have led individuals and/or groups to interpret
events or phenomena differently and with historical consequences by...
b. describing how an individual or group’s perspectives change over time
using primary documents as evidence
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GSEs for Grades 7-8
HP 1: History is an account of human activities that is interpretive in nature.
HP 1-1: Students act as historians, using a variety of tools (e.g., artifacts and
primary and secondary sources) by...
a. identifying appropriate sources and using evidence to substantiate
specific accounts of human activity
b. drawing inferences from Rhode Island History about the larger context
of history
c. asking and answering historical questions, evaluating sources of
information, organizing the information, and evaluating information in
terms of relevance and comprehensiveness

HP 2: History is a chronicle of human activities, diverse people, and the societies
they form.
HP 2-1: Students connect the past with the present by...
b. analyzing the impact of RI's ethnic development on local, state, and
national history

HP 2-2: Students chronicle events and conditions by...
a. correlating key events to develop an understanding of the historical
perspective of the fime period in which they occurred
b. correlating key events to develop an understanding of the historical
perspective of the fime period in which they occurred

HP 2-3: Students show understanding of change over time by...
a. establishing a chronological order by working backward from some
issue, problem, or event to explain its origins and its development over
time; and to construct an historical narrative

HP 3: The study of history helps us understand the present and shape the future.

HP 3-1: Students demonstrate an understanding of how the past frames the
present by...

a. analyzing and reporting on a social movement from its inception
(including historical causes), its impacts on us today, and its implications
for the future

HP 3-2: Students make personal connections in an historical context by...

a. recognizing and reflecting on how the similarities of human issues across
time periods influence their own personal histories
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b. recognizing and reflecting on how the differences of human issues
across fime periods influence their own personal histories

c. comparing and contrasting the cultural influences that shape
individuals and historical events

HP 4: Historical events and human/natural phenomena impact and are

influenced by ideas and beliefs.

HP 4-1: Students demonstrate an understanding that geographic factors and

shared past events affect human interactions and changes in civilizations by...
a. citing specific evidence from a society/civilization to explain how
shared events affect how individuals and societies adapt and change
events

HP 5: Human societies and cultures develop and change in response to human
needs and wants.
HP 5-1: Students demonstrate an understanding that a variety of factors affect
cultural diversity within a society by...
b. applying demographic factors (e.g., urban/rural, religion,
socioeconomics, race, ethnicity) to understand changes in cultural
diversity in an historical and contemporary context.

HP 5-2: Students demonstrate an understanding that culture has affected how
people in a society behave in relation to groups and their environment by...
a. comparing and conftrasting how cultural expectations impact people’s
behavior and role in different communities/ societies
b. using an historical context, describe how diversity confributes to cultural
diffusion, acculturation, or assimilation
c. describing how environment (e.g., physical, cultural, etc.) or changes in
that environment affects a civilization/country/nation

RI K-12 GSEs for Civics and Government
GSEs for Grades 5-6
C&G 2: The Constitution of the United States establishes a government of limited
powers that are shared among different levels and branches.
C&G 2-2: Students demonstrate an understanding of the democratic values and
principles underlying the U.S. government by...
a. exploring democratic values such as: respect, property, compromise,
liberty, self-government, and self-determination

C&G 3: In a democratic society all people have certain rights and
responsibilities.

C&G 3-2: Students demonstrate an understanding how individuals and groups
exercise (or are denied) their rights and responsibilities by...
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a. identifying and explaining specific ways rights may or may not be
exercised

b. recognizing potential conflicts within or among groups, brainstorming
possible solutions, and reaching compromises

C&G 4: People engage in political processes in a variety of ways.

C&G 4-2: Students demonstrate their participation in political processes by...
a. using a variety of sources to form, substantiate, and communicate an
opinion and presenting their opinion to an audience beyond the
classroom

C&G 4-3: Students participate in a civil society by...
a. demonstrating respect for the opinions of others

C&G 5: As members of an interconnected world community, the choices we
make impact others locally, nationally, and globally.
C&G 5-3: Students demonstrate an understanding of how the choices we make
impact and are impacted by an intferconnected world by...

b. explaining how actions taken or not taken impact societies

GSEs for Grades 7-8
C&G 2: The Constitution of the United States establishes a government of limited
powers that are shared among different levels and branches.
C&G 2-2: Students demonstrate an understanding of the democratic values and
principles underlying the U.S. government by...
a. explaining how democratic values are reflected in enduring
documents, political speeches (discourse), and group actions

C&G 3: In a democratic society all people have certain rights and
responsibilities.
C&G 3-2: Students demonstrate an understanding how individuals and groups
exercise (or are denied) their rights and responsibilities by...
a. identifying an issue, proposing solutions, and developing an action plan
to resolve the issue
b. identifying and explaining how an action taken by an individual or a
group impacts the rights of others

C&G 4: People engage in political processes in a variety of ways.

C&G 4-2: Students demonstrate their participation in political processes by...
a. expressing and defending an informed opinion and presenting their
opinion fo an audience beyond the classroom

C&G 4-3: Students participate in a civil society by...
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a. demonstrating an understanding and empathy for the opinions of
others

C&G 5: As members of an interconnected world community, the choices we
make impact others locally, nationally, and globally.
C&G 5-3: Students demonstrate an understanding of how the choices we make
impact and are impacted by an interconnected world by...
b. summarizing a significant situation; proposing and defending actions to
be taken or not taken

RI K-12 GSEs for Geography
GSEs for Grades 5-6
G 2: Places and Regions: Physical and human characteristics (e.g., culture,
experiences, etc.) influence places and regions.
G 2-4: Students understand how geography contributes to how regions are
defined / identified by...
b. explaining how regions may change over time (e.g., physical, cultural,
polifical, and economic changes).

GSEs for Grades 7-8
G 2: Places and Regions: Physical and human characteristics (e.g., culture,
experiences, etc.) influence places and regions.
G 2-4:
Students understand how geography contributes to how regions are defined /
identified by...
b. categorizing and evaluating a variety of factors (e.g., culture,
immigration) of a defined region.

G 3: Human Systems: (Movement) Human systems and human movement affect
and are affected by distribution of populations and resources, relationships
(cooperation and conflict), and culture.
G 3-1: Students understand why people do/do not migrate by...

a. analyzing how migration affects a population.

Additionally, these lessons meet the ELA Common Core anchor standards of

reading and writing--especially the literacy in history/social studies strand--as
well as the anchor standard of speaking & listening.
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Definitions:

Apex Department Stores- large department stores in Rhode Island that were
very popular throughout the 1900s.

Broadside- poster or advertisement often used in the 1700s and 1800s US

Census- an official count or survey of a population, typically recording various
details of individuals. Currently, the US government collects census data every
10 years.

Circa- approximately; an estimation of time. Sometimes written as “c.” or “ca.”

CORE- stands for “Congress of Racial Equality.” This organization was nation-
wide but had many state-run chapters.

Discrimination- the unjust or unfair treatment of different categories of people,
especially on the grounds of race, age, or sex.

Ethnicity- affiliation or connection to a particular nationality or culture.
Facsimile- an exact copy of something printed or written.

Hepzibah Realty Co.- Company created by Irving Fain which rehabilitated
houses but always made sure to reserve homes for black families; meant to
promote interracial housing and support legislative efforts for fair housing.

Negro- a term used to describe people of African descent or with dark-colored
skin. During the Civil Rights Movement, this word was used often whereas it is
now considered disrespectful to use this word. However, some people still self-
identify with this term. You may also come across the terms African American,
black, person of color, colored person, colored, and you will hear “colored
Portuguese” in this unit.

Op-Ed- stands for “opinion editorial.” A piece of writing, usually in newspapers,
used to express an author’s opinions about a topic.

Oral History- the collection and study of historical information using sound
recordings of interviews with people having personal knowledge of past events.

Prejudice- opinions and assumptions, usually about a group of people, not
based on reasons or actual evidence.
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Race- Grouping people together based on physical or other attributes. Skin
coloris an example.

Segregation- keeping people or things apart based on difference; segregation
in housing practices kept black and white families living in different
neighborhoods.
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Lesson 1: Identifying Primary and Secondary Sources

All primary and secondary sources in this lesson relate to the Snowtown Riot,
which occurred in an African American neighborhood in Providence and lasted
from September 21 to September 24, 1831. During the Snowtown Riot, a mob of
white citizens destroyed African American properties and eventually, the
governor ordered in the militia to restore order.

The following hand-out gives a quick overview of what kind of materials are
considered primary and secondary sources. Review it and complete the
following worksheet.
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Primary Sources

Primary Sources were created at the time of an

event or topic you are studying. Think of them as
first-hand or eye witness account.

o Letters o Objects & artifacts

« Diaries e Business/

» Photographs organization records
« Advertisements « Government records
« Autobiographies « Oral histories

Maps

L
Secondary Sources Derk

OF BLAYERY IN
oD IRLAND

Secondary Sources are not first-hand accounts. They
include analysis and interpretation of events, people, or
topics often using the primary sources listed above.

» Biographies « Research papers

e Textbooks o Books

Both?

Some types of sources can be either a primary or

secondary source. It DEPENDS on their use and @l
content.

o« Newspapers e Speeches o Art

« Magazines e Film

(Chiles, 2018; and Hoyer, 2018, https://www.bklynlibrary.org/blog/2018/03/09/teaching-primary-sources)
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Primary and Secondary Source Worksheet

In this box, list three (3) examples of primary sources:

1.

In this box, list three (3) examples of secondary sources:

1.

List some examples of primary sources that could tell us about your life:

1.

Are there any secondary sources that could tell us about your life? If so, list
them here:
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Document 1:
The following document is a broadside from 1831

" 100 Dollars
REWARD.

At a Town Council holden within and for the town of Provis
dence, on Thursday the 22d day of September, A. D. 1831.
Whereas a very gerious riot occurred last evening in the north
part of the town, which resulted in the death of one person by shoot-
g, and wounding three or four others, the destruction of two
houses, and the partial destruction of others, and otherwise disturb-
ing the peace-and good order of the town, therefore, in order that
the persons concerned in promoting said riot may be brought te
justice, and future tranquility secured to the citizens, it is resolved
by the "T'gwvn Council of the town of Providence, that a reward of
. "One Hundred Dollars be paid to any person whe shall give such
information of the persons engaged in the aforesaid daring outrage
as may lead to their conviction.
A true copy: Witness,
RICHAED M. FIELD, C. Clerk.

[100 Dollar Reward], 1831, RIHS Collections, RHiX36670
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Document 2:

The following document

%

enin 1880.

is a photograph of a house tak
7, -,""s. V' 5 7 3 !'f’ \ ' ‘ ,,:m

- e
y = s .
{3 7
3 /
.‘-/, -
B / e
P T "
i . - B\ e
b A g )
X n
o ) L ] n
= Ak -5 R r
4 g S 8
. o - A, ‘ - q
il s
- i

<M

[William Caesar’s House], ¢.1880, RIHS Collections, RHiX17158
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Document 3:
The following document is “a history of the providence riots” written in 1831
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PROVIDENCE RIOTS,

From Sept. 21 to Sept. 24, 1831.

Probivece ;

H. H. BROWN, 10 MARKET-SQUARE.

1831.
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INTRODUCTION.

—

No event that has ever transpired in this town, it may be
safely aflirmed, has produced so great an excitement in the
public mind, as the tumultuous riots during the past week.
Perhaps no place in this country of an equal extent of pop-
ulation, has been more distinguished for the quict and or-
derly conduct of its inhabitants, than this town has general-
ly been ; and at no former period, since the seltlement of
the town, has it ever been necessary to quell a disturbance
and support the majesty of the laws by military force. And
even in the present instance, it is believed that this painful
alternative would not have become necessary, but for the
very culpable conduct of many, even of our respectable cit-
izens, who by their presence, and in some instances by open
expressions of approbation, encouraged an unprincipled and
sanguinary mob to the commission of deeds which never
could be tolerated without an utter prostration of all law
and order. That any lives should be lost, is an event deep-
ly to be deplored, though unavoidable from the obstinacy
which induced the crowd to remain on the ground after the
most solemn and repeated entreaties to retire. Itis ardent-
ly to be hoped, that the painful lesson which has been
taught to the thoughtless and unreflecting, as well as the
vicious and unprincipled, by the result of this unhappy af-
fair, may not be lost upon them; but as some who may con-

sider themselves, and probably were innocent, of any de--

sign to commit outrage, will carry to their graves the scars
of wounds received during these unhappy commotions ; all
will be convinced that the civil authority possess not only
the means but the disposition to enforce in future an obe-
dience to the laws.

As many erroneous reports have gone gbroad respecting
those transactions, and much undeserved blame thrown on
some, who are truly entitled to the thanks and gratitude of
our citizens, it has been thought best to issue the Report of
the Committee in a pamphlet form, in addition to its pub-
lication in the newspapers.

Providence, October 1st, 1831.
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TOWN-MEETING.

The following Resolutions were passed at the Town-Meeting
on Sunday, September 25, Joseph L. Tillinghast, Esquire,
Moderator. The meeting was notified to be holden at the
Town-House ; but in consequence of the very large number
of citizens who assembled, it was voted to adjourn to the Coprt-
House parade. The Resolutions, prefaced by some appropriate
remarks, were presented by John Whipple, Esq. and passed
unanimously. :

. Besolved, That we sincerely and deeply lament the disorderly and
Tiotous conduct of a mob, which on the evening of the 24th inst. ren-
dered the aid of an armed force indispensably necessary to the exist-
ence of civil government in this town.

Resolved, That we also lament the lives that were lost, and that we
sympathize with the friends and relatives of the deceased. f
{ Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting, the tumultuous, dis-
1 orderly and riotous conduct of the mcb, for three nights preceding the
| night of the 24th, more especially the open and lawless attack upon
] private property on the night of the 22d instant, in open and professed

defiance of the Executive Magistrates of the town and State, accompa-

1 nied with provoking insults and aggravated assaults, endangering their
| lives, demonstrate that the civil authority alone was insufficient, and

| that the alternative existed of an entire submission to-a lawless mob,

j or a prompt and encrgetic cxercise of military aid.
| Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting, the forbearance, mod-
eration and firmness of both the civil and military authorities on the
! evening of the 24th, under the shower of stones and other missiles
I which fell upon them, their patient, repeated and anxious attempts to
{ terminate, by peaceahle means, the disorder and violence, which had
commenced with an energy and boldness increased by the impunity of
previous nights, and their unshrinking performance of the melancholy
duty which finally devolved upon them, merit the approbation of every
friend to the peace and good order of society.

Resolved, That we will individually use all the mild, persuasive and
gentle means in our power to convinee the deluded and misguided of
the utter hopelessness of overawing the Civil Authorities, and of the
cerfain and imminent danger of again attempting it.

. Resolved, That the Town-Conucil be requested fo co-operate with

. his Ez‘gce]lency the Governor and the Sheriff of the County, in the
formntlpn of such Armed Corps and Patrols to act in aid of the Civil

uthorities, as shall be abundantly sufficient to suppress with prompt-
ness and vigor, any attempt upon the peace of the Town, and that we
ourselves, af the hazard of our property and lives, will give our ready,
our personal and our effective ajd thereto.
| i motion of Wm. E. Richmond, Esq.

| reRe?Ol”e‘?, That the Hon. Town Council be authorized to offera
1 a)""mld ol not exceeding ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS for the

c{)]pre :ension and conviction of any persons concerned in the murder

on tiiitted in Olney’s Lane, on the night of the 21st instant—and draw
n the I‘rgasury therefor.
| R: "llOtlon of Col. John Andrews, ! d for
| the dso ved, That the Town Council be directed {o offer a rewar l or
election of thoge concerned in the riots of the last weck, whethe
Drincipals, aiders or abettors.
1 motion of Mr. Samuel W. Wheeler,
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Vi

Wheeler Martin, E. Carrington, C. Allen, and S. Newel.

*3 .
>74 Resolved. That the following gentlemen be appointed a Comm™ iy,
" t4¢ to prepare and publish a correct statement of facts, relative to the '
1 s23 which took place in this town the last weck, viz. John \Vhll’P]e.b '
1 : Blodget, George Curtis, C. ', Tillinghast, Samvel Dexter,
: & 4 Thurber, R.J. Arnold, Z. Allen, Wi, S. Patten, Wm. E. Ri¢

N A

1

|

i On motion of Joshua Mauran, Es in ¥

4 Resolved, That the proceedin’gs o?lhis meeting be P“bus‘m(l g
newspapers printed in this town to-morrow.
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History of the Providence Riots, From Sept. 21 to Sept. 24, 1831, 1831, RIHS

Collections, RHiX17371
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Document 4:

The following is an excerpt of an Internet article written in 1999 about the Providence riotfs in 1831

Providence Newspapers and the Racist Riots of 1824 and 1831

Bv John Crouch, Attorney at Law, Crouch & Crouch, Arlington, Virginia; (703) 328-6700; Copvright John Crouch 1991, 1999, Published 1999 by
Comerstone Books, 1 Benefit St., Providence, E.I. 02904
Other Crouch Articles

Between the Amencan Fevolution and the Dorr Eebellion of 1842, Providence, Rhode Island was the scene of two major riots. In the Hardscrabble riot of
1824, and again at Olnev's Lane and Snow Town in 1831, white nioters tore down several houses in black settlements. A handful of the Hardscrabble rioters
were prosecuted, and either were acquitted or got off lightly. Leading citizens congratulated them openly. Similar riots in 1831, however, ended with the
militia killing four whites. Afterwards, nearly all written opinion approved of suppressing the rioters to maintain order, and Providence voters swiftly
approved a charter for a city government with strong police powers.

This article tells the story of the riots. It tries to convey a little of what Providence, its newspapers, its newspapermen, and its ruling class as a whole were
like. It also looks at the way Americans leamned to use the language of community and democracy in such a way as to justify using government to control,
supervise and disenfranchise people of other classes and races.

Of all the records which remain for posterity, newspapers were among the most public, representative means by which the community expressed itself With
a few entertaining exceptions, Providence's newspapers took pains to put their opinions in terms which would echo the perceived sentiments of the
"respectable” townspeople. In editorials thev jockeyed to define the terms of debate. and to proclaim a reasonable prevailing consensus on every issue.

Ordinarily, in a town of Providence's size, spreading local news among the citizenry was not an important function of newspapers. Thewv mostly provided
adwvertisements, mercantile information, and news from other towns and other continents, and served as an occasional forum for opinion or literary musings.
They also provided condensed, factual local news for papers in other towns to reprint. However, when faced with controversial and confusing local events
(especially the 1831 riots). newspapers sought to provide readers with a definitive account.

Then as now, journalists sometimes indicated their opinions through the language of their factal reporting. They authoritatively provided loaded words with
which to discuss events. It 1s also useful to examine which issues and facts they ignored.

Providence in the 1820s was a fast-growing port town, drawing on its hinterland's farms and manufactures to overshadow Newport, once Ehode Island's
metropolis. Providence had about 11,750 people 1n 1820, possibly 15,000 i 1825, and nearly 17,000 in 1830, Of these about 1,000 were freemen who met
the property qualification to vote 1n Town Meetings. This article 1s principally about what these people read and wrote about their black neighbors, white
rioters, and themselves.

Providence Newspapers and the Racist Riots of 1824 and 1831, 1999, hitp://archive.is/TROS
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Document 5:

The following document is a letter written to Joseph L. Tillinghast in 1831
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Document é:

The following documents are clippings from the Rhode Island American and Gazette, written
in 1831.

VoL, LXXI. LS ~ ; PROVIDENCE, TUESDAY, OCTGBER 4, 1831.

T u

NEW BRIES; VOL. 11T, ‘NO. 23.

[cod¥wuxicaTED.]

Crry Citanter.—It is bat a short time since
the freemen of this town decided upon the pro- | 1),
priety and expediency of adopting a city form | statj
of government. The General Assembly, how- | We
ever.refused to grant the majority the charter, 1ae

and the subject has been at rest ever since that |}, o s mm—— - y
UL wh i~ From the Boston Gazette.

The late riots hiowever in this town, show ‘5:‘: The Providence Riot.—We donot suppose that |
thata more efficient authority must be estab-| o, our fellow citizens of Providence, have among|
lished to preserve and enforce good orderand| I - lhembn reu.:.ir!- T:;?m;ltll'n‘:: (;Et;c-::::i:;-el:'t :)l:‘l!'; 1

i ] i in- | Vot may be found in ] 1 ¢
law. Our municipal gonrmnen.t is lnl.ally n_fs Lo rojtrluced e el canretarices ) (bat
adequats;forsuch xlargs population BtV Tt [ 9 Emugll. them forth, Of the very mab, too, that | .
a kead man, who will have the powe: given hin o d. | took the administration of vengeance into their |,
by the people to inspect personally theconcerns ( n- | own hands, il is probable that the greater part |,
of the town—to visit our lanes and alleys and | I: 4. m['.eut:n_ reflection, “3:::[:1:915 lhl:,n:i:f-nie::ry )

1c1 i 3 4] eir ineasures, 1 » e
suspicious hon‘seo—to inquire into the charac- | tha k= I ataciibatithe R Govesniorian e tanLioritien
teriaf the/ residents—whether;they have any | I rd | did theic duty. It is probable, however, thatat
business—how they live,and also whether they .g‘i d Providence, where the subject mnst occasion
are natives of the town, &ec. | say that we very | he excitement, that there may be found some, who
much need such a man, and we cannot have | edy U8 | would have had the pillage go on, rather than
him withoo! a city charter mo of | lives taken No man, however, knows, al what
S T g cay he | point the mob would have staid their hands; or
3 M.\n; judicious persons have expressedsthe | o/ rna.ll it been suffered to go on, how great an of-
| | opinion that the disturbances of the last week | thd VE | Cusion of blood it would hue.cml o que_ll il.-.—
.| would not have happeuned if we were a city.— g}* (e | It has been said that there is no mob in this
" | These houses that have been destroyed would in“i re | country : gen_elg.lly !lprakmg.] lhrrgnlzl{l:;nlnn
' | be under better regulations, and we should have | owi organized one '.“u"]l 3 m';"" - 'u"':l o ST
[ y idle |all tries—there will always be peison
B |a less number of vagrants, and dissolute, idle = 2. | and Taxal exmtenl'lenlt! '"?;'gh to ar.rn{ ~ ?c;j'y
“| people. h .|of men against the laws, if the majesty of the
1| Asfor the expenses they are nothing I be- “: of I‘a\:'; l’l nnc:. uuﬂi?ucmly r_::gpeclegi. ]YVQ.I_I:old::I
i 8 : br a | to be the duty of gnod citizens in all cities,
b|lieve, comp:_xud to our present expenses.; The o L2 | give their approbation of the prompt Sk
- | reward, for instance offered for the detection of Wi elic, (thoug inevitable) proceeding of the au-
b s £ b | & ' X . *
b | the persons concerned in the riot would pay our | oy thorities in Providence. We have heard in this
h | Mayor; and the other charges growing out of | sa Ng | city but one opinion expressed, which is, that
e lit, would defray the expense of a city govern- hi no | the authorities and the orderly citizens were, to
= et forsneasly or [auitacone years *Aid what L 2. | great degree, forbearing townrds the disorgan-
3t s Jens: . ih izers, and when forced to queH them by violent
| isitheiexpensaicomparcd iojthsicomion, ordess | & ™, | mensures, performed that painful, but impera-
1 | and security of the inhabitants? d of | tive duty,-in a manner that will, we trust,
Rl T do, therefore, recommend to the fremen of :"u s | make riots for a long time unpopular in New#
: the town to assemble in town meecting, and to | ay England. ; . ‘ A
l.| vote in faver of adopting a more efficient form | a¥ The Boston Centinel puhlmh‘c:s the repol:l. 0
of government. Let us do it immediately, be- }r': A jl:l:ig::)r:::n:'::t: t::u::--:f!‘rn;i[?!:‘:lc;ﬁr:.‘gm hua.;-;
E f?m o LG iy I po;:uln- £y 1 Lut one wind on the general course pursued by
r | tion is so large, and our town affairs so various, | ax 7€ | (he anthorities, which is, that a longer fnrbo_nr-
e | that we cannot live peaceably any longer with- | b3 he | ance would have been improdent. It was high
k.| out a change. [ hope some of our principal and Il’l ral | time for the strong arm of the Law to be r_xnrlé
o | substantial citizens will make a move in this|y oS ed, let who would sufier. We are convince
i 1 d the charter befgre, but I |a *"| that the State and Municipal powers have set a
ST MGl TR Gl bl ' i8 | judicious and nigorous example, that would be
po |:now;ves the evil ofinot 8dopting M U of | promptly acted upon by the authorities ol any
0 A CITIZEN. |/ of | City in the Union. |
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. Nzcoroes Arrrrrrxpep —Three negroes,
viz: William Jourdan, Richard Johnson, and
John Gardner, suspected o being concerned in
the shooting of tho sailor, inOlney’s Lane,were
apprehended in New-York on Thursday eve-
ning, about half past ten o'clock, by Mr Ben-
jamin Brown, of East-Greenwich. Thoy were
immediately pat in irons, and arrived in this
town this morning in the steam-boat President,
and ‘are now safely lodged in the State's Jail.

'l:_hm fellows,-as near as we can learn, on
thenight of the affray,lelt town, passed through
Wl_r"l?_vick and East-Greenwich the next morn-
ing for Wickford,and went over to Newport with
the intention of taking passage in the Benjamin
Franklin for New-York, on Thuraday aflernoan.
They did not, however. succecd, as the boat

~ hadTeft before their arrival. They then hired
a man 1o transport them across thé bay, intend-
ing Lo go to New-London, and await the depart-
ure of the Steamboat for New-York. They
teft the former place on Friday, and were in
New-York on Saturday merning. In passing

through East-Greenwich, they took broakfast|!

‘at Mi:".Bi:owu‘i house. When he learned the
circumstances of their escape, &c. he started

for New-York, and took one of them, on the|

whl'r'f,'-_nnd_ the other twn a short time after-

terwards. One of them, Johnson, is the same |

fellow. who was ordered out of town a few
: weeki_"l_..incé.,_ Mr Brown deserves commenda-
tion for his vigilance and activity.

——— — — - —— . e
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Ciry Cranrter.—The communication of ¢ A
Citizen,” in another column, comes from a
highly respectablesource. His suggestions are
judicious and appropriate, and well worthy the
attention of the freemen. It is the general
opinion, and that opinivn is frequently express-
ed, that a change in our torm of government 1s
necessary and expedient. A large number of
citizens, who formerly opposed the adoption of
the chartert are now convinced, that it will be
for the public good to adopt it. Al admit, that
onr present regulations are inadequate to our|
increasing population. We know of no one
who is better calculatad to move in this matter
than “ A Citizen.” ;

e s 2w m am M e -

Articles from the Rhode Island American and Gazette, 1831, RIHS Collections, RHiX173713
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Document Analysis Worksheet
As you look through each source, complete this worksheet. When explaining

why you think something is a primary or secondary source, make sure you use
evidence to support your argument.

Document #

Primary or Secondary
source?

Why? Be sure to use evidence
from the source to support
your argument.

#1- $100 Reward
Broadside, 1831

#2- Williom Caesar’s
House photograph,
about 1880

#3- History of the
Providence Riots, 1831

#4- Providence
Newspapers and the
Racist Riots of 1824 and
1831, internet article,
1999

#5- Joseph Tillinghast
Letter, 1831

#6- Articles from the
Rhode Island American
and Gazette, 1831
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Appendix A: Teacher Answer Key
Though this answer key serves as a guideline of which sources are primary and
secondary, please be sure to note that for many of these, an argument can be
made either way. Encourage students to use evidence to support their
arguments either way rather than just focusing on getting the correct answer.

Document #

Primary or Secondary
source?

Notes:

#1- $100 Reward
Broadside, 1831

Primary

Advertisement from
Snowtown Riot that did occur
in 1831

#2- William Caesar's
House photograph,
about 1880

Secondary (could also
be primary)

The house is related to the
Snowtown Riot in 1831 but the
photograph is from the 1880s.
A logical case can be made
that this is primary, though.

#3- History of the
Providence Riots, 1831

Secondary (could also
be primary)

Though it's from the time
period of the Snowtown Riot,
the person writing it was a not
an eyewitness to the event

Rhode Island American
and Gazette, 1831

#4- Providence Secondary Written far after the eventit's

Newspapers and the discussing

Racist Riots of 1824 and

1831, 1999

#5- Joseph Tillinghast Primary From time period it's

Letter, 1831 discussing to someone
involved

#6- Articles from the Secondary Though it's from the time

period of the Snowtown Riot,
the authors were not
eyewitnesses to the event
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Lesson 2: Civil Rights and Housing in Rhode Island

African Americans often faced discrimination in housing--they weren’t welcome
in certain neighborhoods, were forced to live in buildings that weren't safe, and
often had to live far away from places they used frequently like schools and
churches. Students will analyze a selection of primary sources related to housing
and Civil Rights.
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Source #1 (Read page 57 and the first 4 paragraphs on page 58)
~

==l

JANUARY SESSION, 1965—CHAPTER 27. &)

“CHAPTER 37

“RHODE ISLAND FAIR HOUSING
PRACTICES ACT.

“34-37-1. Finding and declaration of policy.—In the Legislative

State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, G
hereinafter referred to as the state, many people are
denied equal opportunity in obtaining housing accom-
modations and are forced to live in circumsecribed areas
because of diseriminatory housing practices based upon
race or color, religion or country of ancestral origin.
Such practices tend unjustly to condemn large groups
of inhabitants to dwell in segregated districts or under
depressed living conditions in crowded, unsanitary,
substandard and unhealthful accommodations. Such
conditions breed intergroup tension as well as vice,
disease, juvenile delinquency and crime; increase the
fire hazard; endanger the public health; jeopardize the
public safety, general welfare and good order of the
entire state; and impose substantial burdens on the
public revenues for the abatement and relief of condi-
tions so created. Such discriminatory and segregative
housing practices are inimical to and subvert the basic
principles upon which the Colony of Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations was founded and upon which
the state and the United States were later ‘established.
Discrimination and segregation in housing tend to re-
sult in segregation in our public schools and other pub- '
i lic facilities, which is contrary to the policy of the
state and the constitution of the United States. Fur-
ther, discrimination and segregation in housing ad-
| versely affect urban renewal programs and the growth,
progress and prosperity of the state. In order to aid in
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58 JANUARY SESSION, 1965—CHAPTER 27.

Same. the correction of these evils, it is necessary to safe-
guard the right of all individuals to equal opportunity
in obtaining housing accommodations free of such dis-
crimination.

Same. It is hereby declared to be the policy of the state to
assure to all individuals regardless of race, or color,
religion or country of ancestral origin equal oppor-
tunity to live in decent, safe, sanitary and healthful
accommodations anywhere within the state in order
that the peace, health, safety and general welfare of
all the inhabitants of the state may be protected and
insured. .

Same, This chapter shall be deemed an exercise of the police
power of the state for the protection of the public wel-
fare, prosperity, health and peace of the people of the
state.

Rightto “34-37-2. Right to equal housing opportunities.—The
Cpportunitics right of all individuals in the state to equal housing
opportunities regardless of race or color, religion or
country of ancestral origin, is hereby recognized as,

and declared to be, a civil right.

Definitions: “34-37-3. Definitions.—When used in this chapter:

“Person.” (A) The term ‘person’ includes one or more indivi-
duals, partnerships, associations, organizations, corpo-
rations, legal representatives, trustees, other fiducia-
ries, or real estate brokers or real estate salesmen as
defined in chapter 83 of the public laws, 1959.

“Housing (B) The term ‘housing accommodation™ includes
accommoda-

tion.” any building or structure, or portion thereof, or any
parcel of land, developed or undeveloped, which is oc-

Rhode Island Fair Housing Practices Actin Acts and Resolves, 1965, RIHS
Collections, KFR15.A2. 1965, RHiX173736A&B
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Source #1 Analysis Worksheet

What is the date of this source?

What kind of source do you think this is¢ (a photo, a map, a newspaper article,
etc.)

This source uses the phrase “discriminatory housing practices” in sentence #2.
What are “discriminatory housing practices”?2 (use context clues to make an
educated guess).

According to this source, there are many problems that come from
“depressed living conditions.” What are some of those problems?

Write down other observations (what you can see and know) from the source.

What do you want to know more about?e
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Source #2
Cliff Montiero Oral History

Oral History of Cliff Montiero, recorded Spring 2018 in Johnston, RI. Interviewer is
Keith Stokes. Courtesy of Rhode Island Historical Society, Rhode Island Black
Heritage Society, and Rhode Island Historical Preservation and Heritage
Commission with support from a grant by the National Park Service.

Source #2 Transcription

Cliff Montiero: Irving Fain, | met in the 1960s. | met him in the 60s when | was
active in CORE. | was the President of CORE and he came in the office in late
1963 and said he was there to talk about Fair Housing and that he'd like my
support and all this other stuff. | said to him “Look, you own APEX and there's no
people of color at working at APEX and | need a job.”

So, he became my employer. Then he (Irving Fain) would come by and see me
and | would talk to him and | asked if he was buying something and he said
“veah, | want something.” And then we started talking and then he said he was
putting it on credit and asked “doesn’t everybody use a credit card?” And |
said, “poor people can't afford to buy anything, they don’t have a credit card.”

So, um, then | talked to him about the need to develop a housing program and
then he started Hepzibah and he put me on the payroll of Hepzibah and he
bought houses on Rochambeau Avenue and he bought houses in Cranston.

Interviewer: Which drove people crazy. People weren't happy about that.
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Source #2 Analysis Worksheet

Based on what you heard in the clip, who was Irving Faing

Use your own words to describe “Fair Housing” based on what you heard in
the clip.

The interviewer says that people weren't happy when Irving Fain bought
houses in Cranston and on Rochambeau Avenue in Providence. Why do you
think people were upset by thate

Write down other observations (what you can hear and know) from this
interview.

What do you want to know more about?
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Source #3 (Study the chart and read the last 2 paragraphs on page 100)

23, SUCCESS BY REASONS
Reasons
Rent or Dwell, or
No Not Price too Location Financing
Success Answer Applic. High Discrim. Not Satis. Problem Other
No Answer 2 0 0o 0 o 0 9
Successful Purchase 0 2 0 0 (6] 0 0
Unsuccessful Purchase 0 6} 2 3 0 0 2
0 Successful Rental 0 7 0 ) 2 0 0
" Unsuccessfl Rental 6] 0 3 13 L 0 0
Successful Purchase and
Unsuccessful Rental 0 (6} 0 0 0 0 0
Successful Rental and
Unsuccessful Purchase O 0 0 (6] 0 0] 0
Unsuccessful for Both 0 0 (¢} 0 0 0 0
Not Applicable 0 (0] 0 (0] 0 0 0
TOTAL 2 9 5 16 6 0 11

Study of housing needs of hon-white families in Rhode Island, 1960, RIHS Collections, E185.89 .Hé R48, RHiX173734
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consistently given most frequently as the basis for the failure; a high pur-
chase price and an unsatisfactory dwelling or location rank second and third
in the sequence of reasons for failure. In cases of unsuccessful attempts
to rent a dwelling, the sequence of reasons given for the failure is,
characteristically, the same.

Resident owners of dwellings who have made no attempts to purchase or
rent qutside the county in which they reside place varying emphasis on the
reasons given for having made no attempt. In Providence County, where problems
or redevelopment are of immediate concern, the reason given most frequently
by owners is that of waiting to determine the value of their property; in

lNéprrt Cbunty and Washington County, contentment with present conditions or
the fact that they had made no attempt is indicated most frequently. In each

- of the three counties, anticipated discrimination ranks second in the list of
reasons.

Renfers‘of dwellings who have made no attempt to rent or purchase outside
the county in which they reside also place varying emphasis on the reasons
given for having made no attempt. In Providence County, the reason given most
frequently by renters is that of contentment with present conditions or the
fact that they have made no attempt; anticipated discrimination ranks second
in their 1list of reasons, In Newport County and Washington County,; anticipated
discrimination ranks first in the list of reasons; contentment with present
conditions ranks second.

The facts in this report indicate that the housing problems of non-white
citizens of Rhode Island entail, in addition to economic and family character-
istics, factors of actual and anticipated discrimination, All necessary and

~proper action should be taken to alleviate these prejudicial aspects.

(100)

Study of housing needs of non-white families in Rhode Island, 1960, RIHS Collections, E185.89
.H6 R48, RHiX173735
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Source #3 Analysis Worksheet

After looking at this chart and reading the last 2 paragraphs of the report
summary, list some of the common reasons for housing problems among non-
white residents.

Analyze the chart and write down which factor was chosen most frequently as
a factor impacting housing choicese (which factor received the highest
number of votes?)

Why do you think that factor is listed most frequently for why people aren’t
able to rent property?

Write down other observations (what you can hear and know) from this
source.

What do you want to know more about?e
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Lesson 3: Exploring Your Race and Ethnicity

Race and ethnicity can be defined in different terms by different people in
different points in time. Often times in history, someone in power, or part of the
majority population, defines the race and ethnicity of those who are not in
power or the majority. However, sometimes people get to define their race and
ethnicity for themselves. In this lesson, students will listen to how some people
who grew up in the 20th century and experienced Civil Rights issues firsthand,
define their own race and ethnicity. Then students will use that information to
reflect on how they describe themselves.

Worksheet #1 (to be completed before listening to the oral histories listed below)

How do you describe your race and/or ethnicitye

Why did you describe your race and/or ethnicity in that way?2
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Oral History Graphic Organizer

Oral History Audio Clips (this link is one file of all 4 oral history clips with 10
seconds in between to allow fime for the teacher to pause in between sound
bytes.)

Oral histories of William Bundy, Victoria Johnson, Ona Moniz-John, and James
Vincent, recorded spring 2018. Interviewer is Keith Stokes. Courtesy of Rhode
Island Historical Society, Rhode Island Black Heritage Society, and Rhode Island
Historical Preservation and Heritage Commission with support from a grant by
the National Park Service.

Bundy Oral History Transcription

Interviewer: What is your preferred race and ethnicity?

William Bundy: That's been an interesting discussion through my life. It started off
that you were “negro” and that was kind of the official approach. And then
when | first went into the Navy, on your medical forms | was “negroed” or
“negroid.” R-O-I-D as | recall. And that was | guess, kind of, a medical term. You
know, because all these different medical things that happened, many of them
were race based. Even today, you get certain tests and multipliers for African
Americans.

And then we were black. And then African American. And so, the census will
ask you what your race is; one of the choices is black/not hispanic or its black.
What | find is that in some cases we use the term black, and other times we use
African American. It's a more polite approach. | really learned something about
that recently and that as far back as 1741, 1742 there was the New York
conspiracy. I'm sure you're familiar with all that.

Interviewer: Yes, | know it well.
William Bundy: And it said white or black, back then in that write up. So, | use
African American when it's appropriate and | use black when it's appropriate.

The Black Engineer of the Year Award that | received in 1993 was Black Engineer
of the Year Award. So, you use, | think, what's appropriate.
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Bundy Oral History #1

What are some of the words Mr. Bundy uses to describe his race and ethnicitye

Does he tell us about why he used those specific words? If so, what does he
say? If he doesn’t explain, why do you think he chose not to?2

Johnson Oral History Transcription

Interviewer: What do you consider your race and/or ethnicitye

Victoria Johnson: | am black or African American. And earlier in my life | was
“colored” or I was “negro” or anything that was the name of the time that
people called people of color.

Johnson Oral History #2

What are some of the words Ms. Johnson uses to describe her race and
ethnicity?

Does she tell us about why she used those specific words? If so, what does she
say? If she doesn’t explain, why do you think she chose not to?
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Moniz-John Oral History Transcription

Interviewer: What is your race and/or ethnicity?2

Ona Moniz-John: My race is black. My ethnicity is Cape Verdean.
Interviewer: You're Cape Verdean?

Ona Moniz-John: No, you're “colored Portuguese.”

Interviewer: Ah, that’'s what my mother would always say.

Ona Moniz-John: You are “colored Portuguese.”

Interviewer: That's funny

Ona Moniz-John: Let nobody tell you, “you're a negro.”

Moniz-John Oral History #3

What are some of the words Ms. Moniz-John uses to describe her race and
ethnicity?

Does she fell us about why she used those specific words? If so, what does she
say? If she doesn’t explain, why do you think she chose not to?
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Vincent Oral History Transcription

Interviewer: What do you consider your race and ethnicity?2

James Vincent: Black, Cape Verdean.

Vincent Oral History #4

What are some of the words Mr. Vincent uses to describe his race and
ethnicity?

Does he tell us about why he used those specific words? If so, what does he
say<e If he doesn’t explain, why do you think he chose not to?
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Worksheet #2 (to be completed after listening to the oral histories)

How do you describe your race and/or ethnicitye

Why did you describe your race and/or ethnicity in that way?

Did you change your answers at all after listening to the oral histories¢ Why or
why note
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Lesson 4: Racial Cateqgories in the US Census

The US Census is now conducted every 10 years by the US government and is
meant to gather information about the people that live in our country. It asks
questions about age, gender, race, and many other demographics. However,
the categories of race in the census have changed drastically throughout
history. The sources in this lesson are US censuses from different time periods in
history and will allow students to see how racial categories have changed over
time.
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Document #1
This document is a snapshot of answers from people in Kent and Newport counties in Rhode
Island to the 1790 US Census.

HEADS OF FAMILIES—RHODE

KENT COUNTY —Continued.

ISLAND. i

2 "Os 3 4 < e ~u i} 1 & @ © st ) ¥ 2 =
SEC |8 BE |8 K- |5 |28 |8 =5, |2 125 |§
oBS |z |85 |2 oEd |zs18% |2 SEm lm . fs |2
8 a 2 mo. |8 82 22 |=S |8 823 (22|52 |8
-;;:x_§ =2 |22 | & 558 S5 (3g | =58 R AEE g
NAME OF HEAD OF | Bg 8% 8 NAME OF HEAD OF |8ry B2 138 |3 NAME OF HEAD OF |Bo™ |8E 8§ 3
FAMILY. 28X 3g |89 |= FAMILY. 8% .| 85 g8 | FAMILY, 5. 89 e= | &
2,52 S5 B | & Z,82| S5 ¥ | 8 S.53 2y E8 | &
ELS=2 B BS4|S | 8 BESZE| B B5 4|8 | 2 EERS=BZ B4l | 2
2858 g7 |gB8|5 | & 2858 o7 [gB8|5 | € 23SE| o° |258]|%S | 8
ggd8l @ 288l |8 SEES| @ |g8E = |8 828s5| 8 |BE=|= | B
= =] = < |=@ = = = < |@? = <] = < |@m
‘WEST GREENWICH WEST GREENWICH WEST GREENWICH
TOWN—CON. TOWN—coOn. TOWN—CON.
Case, John, Junr.. Ty 4 Hopkins, John.... 2 1 2 Brown, Gideon. 3 2 8
Ri[vinolds, Amos. 3 3 4| Whitman, Rhodes. 2 2 2 i 3 3 3
ill, Thomas. x: 3 Fairbanks, William 3 1 3 1 2 T
Reynolds, Rober! 2 5 Mott, Robert.. 1 2 3 d, I 1 3
Rogers, Ly 0Imnas 3 3 Jenkms, Benj. 1 5 6 I{opkmq Wllham J il 1 3
Case, Sanford. 3 3 Hopkins, Joseph. 3 1 5 Bentley, Caleb 2 3 S
Johnson, Benj: 3 8 Hopkins, Thoma: 5 4 1 2 Cobb, Daniel 1 2 2
Davis, William . 2 L3 Philips, Deborah 5 on 3 Jordcn, 1 E LT
Tillinghast, Par St 2 Spynk, Nicholas. 2 2 Statiord, M T 1 2 |-
Andrews, Thomas 2 4 Hopkins, Ebineze; 1 4 2 Dolliver\ Joseph 1 g i e
Carr, Caleb 3 6 Green, Abel 5 3 & Dolliver, Joseph. 2 3 Gl i
Carr, Robet 1 1t Ho kms Jo 1 ik 1 Manchester, Job 2 2 3 25
Carr, Eseck. 5 6 Robprt 1 1 3 Mins, Nicholas._ - 2 24 51
Sweet, Thom: i 2 4 B Mathewson. 3 1 £ 1 L
NEWPORT COUNTY.
JAMESTOWN TOWN— LITTLE COMPTON TOWN
SAMBSEONE T oW continued. —continued.
Howland, John..... 2 2 Jpaitat (@) Townsend, Harwick. . ofo. ... alaae olldgo g 5| Head, David. 3 2 1 ol
Haszard, Thomas. 2 2 2. Carr, Samuel. ... i 2 2 Bl Brownell, Gldeon 3 2 5 5.
Martin, William. F g e 3 Carr, Ebinezar. .. 1 4 1 5 13 1 215
Stanton, Renewed 3 1 6| Hammond, Nathaniel . _ 1 2 2 2 1 1 21
Cotterell, Nathaniel 2ileail 1 Remmmgton, Ormman. (Ll gt & 2 3 21
Knowles, Haszard. . 1 2 4 - I o Sy 3 |-
Armstrong, George. 1 2 3 LITTLE COMPTON TOWN. = T|eeis B
Fowler, Josiah.. 5 1 2. - 1 5 s
Austin, Joseph 1 2 7 Almey, Sanford.. 3 1 5 < 1 1 3.
RO o) umare e o8 ANt Sl R L Bailey, Samuel. .. 1 6 & 2 1 3.
Manchester, Joseph. 1 3 3 Woodman, Edward . OHEEE T Woodman, Sylvester. 5 ¢ 2 Tl
Franklin, John... 1 2 5 Woodman, John. 3 4 Wilbore, Aaron.... 3 2 1.
Franklin, George 1 1 2 Woodman, Ruth.......[........l. ... Brownwell, James 3 5|
Franklin, Abel.. 1 ¥ 3. White, Peregrine. 3 1 2 Manchester, Charles 1 3.
Martin, Berﬂheba, 5 1 Little, Fobes... = apraan] Durfee, Wing....... 2 6 |.
Reynolds, Bemamm 2 4 Little, Fobes, Junr..... 2 2 Brightman, Thomas. I 3.
Remmi n, Stephen. 1 3 Allen, William. .. = 1 1 Manley, William. . 1 2|
Remmington, Clark.... ) EeRe 1 Woodman, Robert . s ot Palmer, Rescome. 3 4|
Remmington, Benjamin 2 1 2 Brown, Thomas. & 2 4 Wood, ‘Abner.. 2 4.
Fowler, Jonathan. s 1]ty 1 Grinnell, Billings - ; 1 1 Head, Benjamin 3 i
Battey, 4 Grinnell, Aaron.. o 1 1 Head, Hen 2 5.
Carr, Bristol. Sed Rouse, Hannah 3 % Brownell Charles. 1 2|
Greene, Joseph 4 Irish, Ann.. g Manchester, Brazil. T: 3|
Greene, Jonathan. 2 Irlsh, Davi 3 e Brownell, James.. i
Potter, Peleg 3 Dring, Nathaniel . i 1 1 2F R:charde Mary . 3.
Lewis, Mr T Shaw, Seth.. . 1 2 2 |. Manchescar, Gllbert 2
Brown, Jeremiah. 6| Hunt, William . g 1 4 4. Manchester, Joseph. 3
‘Weeden, Arnold. 3 Irish, Samuel . 4 2 2 v Brownell, William 1
‘Weeden, Danie; 4] Insh, David 5 1 1 2. 4
‘Weeden, 3 Irish, Charles. 4 s B Ll 3. 2
Dou%lass Jostll. 8| Brown, Robert £ S5 21, T DT 5
Fowler, Thom: 3 Brown, Moses. . = 2 3. 1 5
Fowler, Chrlstopher o R 3 Salsberry, John 4 Tl 3. {inis 2
Tew, John... 1 3 6 Ballantine, John. £ 1. 2 2 2
Tew, Elisha. 3 2 5 Brown, John... & 1 21 Davenport, Jonathan 1 1
Eldrich, Cuff.. oo Brown, Sylvanous. 5 1 7 Snell, Job 2 3
‘Weeden, Tobey A Brown, William. . - 1 2 Wilbore, Champlin. 1 4
Carr, Benjamin. 1 1 Brown, George. g i1, 2 Parmer, Thomas. 3 4
Carr, Benjamin, Junr. 1 3 Wood, Ichabod. g 2 3 3 3
'owler, Henry 1 ¥ S 2 2 ¢ 4
Carr, Isaae.... 1 4 i 2 4 2 4
Hopkins, Samuel. 1 4 A 2 1 4
Haszard, Thomas 1 1) s 2 1 2
Eldrich, Johi 2 T 2 4 1 2
Howland, Isasc 14 2 = 5 1 4
Grinnell, Mathew. 1l 1 2 3 2 6
Grinnell, Robert. . 1 3 2 1 3
Armstrong, Oliver. 1 9; 2 3 4
Carr, Robert 1 2 4 1 4
Carr, William 1 2 2 Bennett, John. 1 Dl
Bnginma,u, Is: 2. 2 il Clapp, Barnab 1 1
Remmington, Jers! 3 5 3 Simmonds, Zara. 1 4 |
Tiers, Benjamin. 1 5 § 4 Simmons, John. 3 4 |
Eldrich, Plimout 3 5 Simmons, Ichab it 2
Remmmgton, Johs 4 4 Simmons, Mary . 2
1 6 2 Simmonds, Aaro! 6
Carr, Peleg. . 2 6 2 Phillis (Negro) %
Carr, Jame: 4. 3 3 Wilbore, Williai 2
Hull, Tiddem. 1 6 3 Simmonds, Caleb 1 T
Remmington, L b Dring, Phili 1 3
man. 1 3 T Browning, 1 3
Sloco: ] 2 4 6 Grinnell, Zebede 2 3
Battey, Willia 1 T 3 Layer, Josiah 1 4
Carr, 3 4 5.1 Pierce, Wrigh- 3 3
Mathewson, Jo! 2 4| 2 Pierce, Nathan 2 2
1 6 1. Pierce, Ezekiel. 2 2
0y 3 3. Rierce, Pruseillas clo .o 1
X 2 5. Pierce, John. 1 2
1 3 1] Briggs, Arnols 1 1 1
5 4 Tomkins, Saral 3 1 3
5 2 Seaburry, Willi 1 3 5
1 2 Tomkins, Nathani 1 4 3
1 2 Sawyer, Lemuel. 2 4 3
1 1 Sawyer, Josiah 1 2 1
il Peckham, Isaac Tomkins, John. . 1 1 2

Snapshot of Kent and Newport counties answers to 1790 US Census (tfranscribed), RIHS
Collections, RHiX173711
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Document #2
This document is a snapshot of answers from people in Newport, Rl to the 1820 US Census.
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Snapshot of Newport answers to the 1820 US Census, RIHS Collections, RHiX173712
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Document #3
This source is a snapshot of Providence City’'s answers to the 1910 US Census.

F SEA Y\ r’ e Wy ‘M.uL ot DEPAITMENT OF COMMERGE AND LABOR BUREAU OF THE OENBUS :;.,,,.,.,,-,.,.. DisTRicT N /
comr D wmndbace ] THIRTEENTH GENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES: 1910 POPULATION e e
TOWNSHIP OR :m: R DIVl j\r,ri r: COUNTY | ‘Wﬁ(ﬁ_ﬁy\_é o - 3 NAME OF INCORPORATED PLACH IWUML ‘“C“f f.n WAPD oF iy "Z.} 755,‘ /L ‘/EJ /45/

= m'"‘ seain A flL = — — ERUMEIATE D 13y 1ML ON THE e ([ DAY OF (¢, L’M- C AT wu«‘m«/ \_,.4, NUMERATOR.‘
10N, ; L. IN. FEUNONAL DESCRIFTION, i ml:v::'\;:'g:::‘-::‘. i : i llnn.buvvr IIIHI\TIII(. lnl['l'rm‘_. ﬂll:mlruml "1 f E
5 diE clo e TR R e
o E IR e A 1l
| TR hmhf el \-1,4..& | B2 [T i o) Pl o oo ,M}-( T T AR i el f i mr e S L
4 *1' : (B ; il K_b‘v\-bgé l—vkm (:&/‘li gf%f ; r i‘&d’u n ‘()thz.,\u( i kw.,m,w, \mti,; I t/—;’.oe; 0 (JJ.»\J,L;H::,IIL v »f‘ } /.a A I(Qﬂ, J /&1\//_0; |5, |/-/I,_ i lEt ;

] 1259 ot o Chand, | Il Vi Mabtol [ {eh e A T B V) e TP g\ Y ot el ; Udb i) |t THL 2| A LA K -

] : plaf Ght iy J.'uvvJV‘Au C(L);Wm / Jedih '//_}7; /\\J) ‘olllffub}j; O (VPRI ;2 it (Rl (..,u UO,M M :(é B zé)w-ﬁﬁiu" ,mﬁ vt | m”‘:’ﬁ'% 72 O ﬁw j/‘? ‘ﬁﬁﬁ/ ? oF §'ﬁ
i ! T U gin ‘.‘/'.,Ju | W 1621271 1 /"}’wa & e ,/W-.M )/[A,u ’ LU e 00 5 7l ““' | ] {

; Chldatee i o M byl f i I 7 ;me/_f (ulwcb_ velund)| pVladelar k. /»W'r!"ﬂil D LS Al of,jﬁf@[’i o o | :
! : Q'Uur.— 'ME‘L F V\J ’ ] C%JLJJ’M«»LQ wili .,,u.d\‘\p,(ﬁwﬁdu i : 3 [E(LE M‘V T R e e R B |
2 : : o %’\Mn V. dw.«?u» £l v\/ ‘ (\J’MJD(L_- il H’twmlwng ; () e, g : LT || Tl
o (e AL e M e e ﬂ Al RS st W PINZ8 CE A b))
j” G lat vl oA H_—‘ & M\V\HOQ /VM,U | o (_L e (Y] / ,i e Ve m""f i ArArZEE b
|; | “ T ?WM V‘.g“;b\' ,r F“l\)ﬁ). f‘dq“f JLWUM.A..('( Jé‘( P H:f{ﬂ.u. ((4(/1@ (i 1 M ‘ """" : = 1
1 . 2 e WM i 3 5 y\’\‘d[‘uig ! ‘ GIU“(«M U’.LA— \_u_..u-_u_.// m[bmil [VJ § /ﬂ—f J‘ T
o I‘l ()wu\MJL L\ﬁi vvg l‘;? ) ' j } Ranan | ’k &L' e Lama' )._uu vw.j %,rﬁ( | ) Moas
J vl Wi AU | ¢ ! 2 Gl i ) b o
R e L | B
2 | g A | Lo W HELaL j Al (Rusor i t‘ )(u. m (RSl [T T
. Rattie (W ghlo Y’[ P )\wdiﬁu‘w (zu 'u:ﬂ.u m.. r ] iEEE
1 | I e L&(ﬁ i FF ‘hli | I‘ WL m.%@mm i %’ G e R
il | =i LA PO 10 ﬁ (Lol ﬁuw m i
e Weboreea ISRt e vl 31| | | G i 2
e Jlb 05 A Jutdinnc Gl /S Alw 340g] | e }“‘um“_w 0 e
N e 1 s f[\v’im‘f%l? {Irg‘”"w“" Vi (1 )| o'i\m i T S Y ] 0
o Bl i }'\Ailb,g\ | %\Mﬂh‘- IW‘ v () e, , [ 74 I 74
i 1] b (,(i LILHGN e | E 2|
2 ] j\ Wirld [ (odis Dllund, ‘( ‘ ”J{ N l'flli ) @é,r ol 4 =
f? < | “{‘la‘ | ! ! / LEU \E\u..% h / 7t { ( [ e 20
-; )] i\ V\‘/‘/f)l ! = Q-J:*JLL C\.MJMJML1 L}uﬂu ‘\AH.L.A,,, (u(L- 1158 i Fhe ey | 27
: T R e e
2 £l el @\‘ ( H\"L»M‘JI ‘ e e .
el e ol Pl
b e e & NI ST v U %w x.w-ui_ B ; i ‘ i A
e ‘ L) Jf r,'@ld‘f ﬁl :] 33 9 NA, \1A/ Vool ] ‘L | m?{“' ‘&}/LB/VLL‘ ‘ A WM et /UL'Ji 0:£ (42’;;}' \P’ AL X {7
sl i {16 |6 (m..k | L().J], s | il O < R R e i
:” E = I f v I 0513 ﬁ Wsar L(,nk r]l‘h’“}’ L.MMJJUL { S Yol Vﬁ—*. i y“ i 34
P o sl oyl {di @,, ¥ \u R , e =
ol A e e o) A el R G . SO0 o o | e
L gl “L wide M1 e ot il (2 [y [ Wans s S i P
i ‘ l {"‘K"’"'"" 4 ("m—"‘”‘- 14l 5 i M’bil"fﬁ J WU’}A MU’MU-P{\WM‘M 4 G Vv B el 124 ﬁ% [ WY L
- ke e S £ e, (LR, uwwmdw LN |l i 3
Al = (1" _JJ\ Fis \"‘4,'/ “’(‘rM "”i“tﬂr‘m f’l n/‘fﬁ Mil2 ; !\LLV%(’E 4 /".{W“d(&‘%“ W"Lk‘ U (-u/ Vo v(:.—(.. ‘ i v\) 'JK vhe L/(/, ‘rboﬁ ..... 4/ 40
s e o N o ML LA Il ) )‘ Wl ! i 2
i . i | g-_mj;,jg.i WA e Ly h_-z_myj 211G i kO o (UL ‘;"“_:Lf il “wahu/ (_wé a.c.t;m.; Al‘{f“ff:fﬁ/f'“ N HIA AR :
o i gt d L} WISy f’} \/U\\f)ﬁ%;I ; | %&mhr,y W Uil ,wmua i it e STisli8
' Lol cclaen (Mo e A=t/ | | oo LA e : Li“zc Wi f i 17
(1 1 A e S e ) B N R Al i o S wm,”;ﬁ AL Tt W“i““‘w e e A A

2019 Rhode Island Historical Society 45



To see the racial categories, look closely below in the “personal description” box. Look at the
second column (#6).
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This is a description from the instructions to the workers collecting information for
the 1910 census. Use these descriptions as a key to decode the symbols you see
in the census information on the previous page. For example, if you see a “W,”
then you can conclude the person in that line is white.

PEEEONAL DEECEIPTION.

107. Column b. Bex,—Write “M™ for male and “F" for femals.

108. Column 8. Celor or race.—Write “W" for whita; “B" for
black; “Mp" for mulatto; *Ch" for Chinese; “Jp" for Japanese;
“In" for Indian. For all persons not falling within one of these
classps, write ““Ot" (for other), and write on the left-hand margin of
the schedule the race of the person so indicated.

109. For censua purposes, the term “‘black™ (B) includes all

who are evidently full-blooded negroes, while the term “‘mu-

latto™ (Mu) includes all other persons having some proportion or per-
ceptible trace of negro blood.

1910 Census Instructions to Enumerators,
https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/19210instructions.pdf
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Document #4
This is a snapshot of a facsimile of questionnaire pages from the 1960 US Census showing the options for racial categories.

1960 Census Questionnaire, hitps: . . i vestionnaire-2.pdf
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https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/1960censusquestionnaire-2.pdf

Document #5

This is a snapshot of a facsimile of questionnaire pages from the 1990 US Census showing the

options for racial categories.

JOBNAME: No Job Mame PAGE: 10 SESS: 26 OUTPUT: Mon Sep 21 14:3503 1992 /node2/ F main F / 20dec/ samples usstf appe

Page 2

PLEASE ALSO ANSWER HOUSING QUESTIONS ON PAGE 3

PERSON 1

PERSON 2

Please fill one column =
for each person listed in
Question 1a on page 1.

Lastname

ol nome

P 2

First name Middle initial

Furst name Middle inifial

e S

FOR CENSUS USE  —emacmly.

E-10

2. How is this person related 1f a RELATIVE of Person 1;
to PERSON 1?7 o ] € Husband/wife > Brother/sister
Fill ONE circle for zach person, START in this column with the househald ¢ Naturak-born i Father/mother
member (or one of the members) in whose name or adopted ¢ Grandehild
1l Other relative of person in column 1, the home is owned, being bought, or rered. san/daughler 3 Other relative
fill circle and print exact relationship, such C Stepson/ Eo =
as mother-in-law, grandparent, son-in-law, [f there is no such person, start in this column with stepdaughter .
ioce, in, and j U (—
niece, cousin, and so on. any adult household member. HNOT RELATED to Person 1-
< Roomer, boarder,  Unmattied
o foster child pattner
. > Housemate, . 2 Other
roommate nonrelative \
3. Sex o . . -
F1l ONE circle for each person, S Male ¢ Female  Male O Female
4. Race o White o White
Fill ON'E circle for the race that the person < Black ot Negro 3 Black or Negro
considers himself/herself to be. < Indian (Amer.) (Print the name of the @ Indian [Amer.) {Print the name of the
¥ Indian (Amer.), print the name of oled orprineipeltite g 5 dledorprnopalttbedy, A
the enrolled or principal mibe, | ! | i
T -
3 Aleut 9]
" Asian o Pacilic Isender {APY AWl ) san or Pactic Isander (APY]
< Chinese i) Japanese 7 Chinese 0 Japanese
i ’ O Fiipno [l © Asian Indian o fiipna I > Asian Indian
[} Other Asian or Pacific Islander (API), ) Hawatian o Surrieai A O SATREAR
piintonagioup, f""’exa“‘ple: H’“’_J“gv ) < Korean 0 Guamanian = Korean D Guamanian
Fijian, Laodan, Thai, Tongan, Pakdstant, < Vietnamese ¢ Other API O Vigmamese > Other APl
Cambodian, andsoon. D e D LA 7 9 [ e 7-- '
A 1 | 1
If Other race, printrace. = i R S— ! [ Y 4
< Other race (Print race) 2 Other race (Print race)
5. Age and year of birth a. Age b. Year of birih a. Age b. Year of birth
: i 1 1 i | 1 i | t 1 | 1 | 1
a. Print each person’s age at last birthday. ! J: J: ] ! ! ] 11 i | i 1 ! : | i
Fill in the matching circle below eachbox. | ———~ "~ ~————— e e R T ! !
acC0Q00 180000 DCco0oC0o 13000
121210 9051010 110610 90101
b. Print each person’s year of birth and fill the 2020 2620 2020 202
matching circle below each box. 3230 3030 3aoso 303
4540 | 4340 4040 4040
5250 . 5GAD 5053 n 5250
6040 660 £ 06D 6060
70170 7470 7070 7070
8080 g 8o BOBG 880
990 g C 90 9 <90 990
6. Marital status < Now marded > Separated ¢ Now marred = Separated
Fill ONE circle lor each person < Widowed 2 Never married < Widowed U Never married
¢ Divoreed C  Divorced
7, Is this person of Spanish /Hispanic origin? < No (noct Spanish/Hispanic) 0 No (nat Spanish/Hispanic)
Fill ONE clrcle for each persan. & Yes, Mexican, Mexican-Am., Chicano 3 Yes, Mexican, Mexican-Am., Chicana
< Yes, Puerto Rican . & Yes, Puerto Rican
< Yes, Cuban O Yes, Cuban
€ Yes, other Spanish,/Hispanic > Yes, other Spanish/Hispanic
{Print one group, for example: Argentinean, {Print one group, for example: Argentinean,
Colombian, Dominican, Nicaraguan, Colombian, Dominican, Nicaraguan,
Salvad Spaniard, and ) Salvadoran, iard, and .
Hf Yes, other Spanish, Hispanic. _ Salvadoran, Spaniard, and so on.) - - :_1“_3’5‘1_5?2“_'“___“2_5_0_"_“_'7 N
. I
print one group, L ________________ o J\ lL 777777777777777777777777 i
o o]

FACSIMILES OF RESPONDENT INSTRUCTIONS AND QUESTIONNAIRE PAGES

1990 Census Questionnaire, hitps://www.census.gov/history/pdf/1990 guestionnaire.pdf
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Document #6
This is an excerpt from the 2020 US Census. Look at question #9 to see the options for racial
categories.

Person 1
5. Please provide information for each person living here. If 9. What is Person 1’s race?
there is someone living here who pays the rent or owns this Mark |X| one or more boxes AND print origins.
residence, start by listing him or her as Person 1. If the
owner or the person who pays the rent does not live here, White — Print, for example, German, Irish. English, italian,
start by listing any adult living here as Person 1. Lebanese, Egyptian, eic.

What is Person 1's hame? Print name below.
First Name MI

Black or African Am. — Print, for example, African American,
Jamaican, Haitian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, Somali, eic. i

Last Name(s)

American Indian or Alaska Native = FPhpé name of enrolled or
principal tribe(s), for example; Navajo Nétion, Blackfeet Tribe,
i , Mayan, Azlec, Native Village Of Barrow: Ipupiat Traditional
6. What is Person 1’s sex? Mark | x| ONE box. Govemment, Nome Eskime, Community, etc. 7

Male Female

: = Chiffeag “l Viethamese Native Hawaiian
7. What is Person 1’s age and what is Person 1’s date of "~ \ /

birth? For babies less than 1 year old, do not write the age in E\FilbbE A : Kéroan Ao
months. Write 0 as the age. o\ 5

B e ‘A_sian Indian Japanese Chamorro
AdeioniapnlilZn20 Moty B BT * Other Asian — Other Pacific Islander —
N\ Print, for example, Print, for example,
y X ; Pakistani, Cambodian, Tongan, Fijian,
years o \ Hmong, efc. p Marshallese, eic.

-» NOTE: Please answer BOTH Question 8 about Hispatiic
origin and Question 9 about race. Fat: Ih.,‘ ¢ensus, Hispanic
origins are not races. N\ RN VY

Some other race — Print race or origin.
8. Is Person 1 of Hispanic,‘,l.zté.-'-jc}, 6[~C:'p‘a:\';'s'h origin?

No, not of Hispanic; L,’atrno,‘or‘Spar‘l.ish origin

Yes, Mexicar‘,.y Méxiedn‘ﬂm., Chicano

Yes, Rubsto Fichn®

Yes), Cubar '

Yes, aﬁother Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin — Print, for

example, Salvadoran, Dominican, Colombian, Guatemalan,
Spaniard, Ecuaderian, elc. i

=» If more people were counted in Question 1 on
the front page, continue with Person 2 on the
next page.

11100021

2

Excerpt from 2020 Census, https://www2.census.gov/programs-
surveys/decennial/2020/technical-documentation/questionnaires-and-
instructions/questionnaires/2020-informational-questionnaire.pdf
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Census Analysis Worksheet

List the racial category options for each census:

1790:

1820:

19210 (look at the instructions for census information collectors):

1960:

1990:

2020:

Did any of the terms used to describe racial categories surprise you? Which
onese

Why did those terms surprise you?
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Notice how the language for certain racial categories changes over time. Pick
one category (example: African Americans) and list how that category is
described or referred to in each census.

1790:

1820:

1910:

1960:

1990:

2020:

If you had to create your own census, how would you represent racial
categories? On a separate piece of paper, explain your choices and be sure to
think about language in your answer.

2019 Rhode Island Historical Society 52



Lesson 5: If | Rewrote the US Census

(This lesson works best when it follows lesson 4 as lesson 4 provides strong
context)

Look at the racial category options from the 2020 US Census.

9. What is Person 1°s race?
Maric | X| one or more boxes AND print origins.

White — Print, for example, German, Irish, English, ltalian,
Lebanese, Egyptian, elc.

Black er African Am. — Print, for example, African American,
Jamarican, Haitian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, Somali, etc. ¥

American Indian or Alaska Native = Pripé name oienrolled or
principal tribe(s), for example; Navaic Ndtion, Blackfeet Tribe,
Mayan, Aztec, Native Village of Barrow Ipupiat Traditional
Govemment, Nome Eskimc, Cemmunily, elc. 7

Chinese N1 Vietnamese Native Hawaiian

: Fili;winé Korean Samoan

“Asizit Indian Japanese Chamorro
Other Asian — Other Pacific Islander —
Print, for example, Print, for example,
Pakistani, Cambodian, Tongan, Fijian,
Hmong, efc. g Marshallese, eic. 4

Some other race — Print race or origin.

How do you feel about the racial category options in the upcoming (2020)
census? Do you think they are appropriate? Do you think they are
inappropriatee Using your own opinions and evidence from historic censuses,
write an op-ed (opinion article) to inform the public about this matter and argue
your point for keeping or changing the racial categories in the upcoming 2020
census.
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