High School Unit Plan 2 Grades 9-12

African American Civil Rights in Rhode Island
Students Speak Out
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About These Materials:

The Rhode Island Historical Society, in partnership with the Rhode Island Black
Heritage Society and the Rhode Island Historical Preservation and Heritage
Commission, was awarded a grant from the National Park Service* for a multi-
phase project on African Americans’ Struggle for Civil Rights in Rhode Island: The
20th Century. The project consisted of conducting archival research, collecting
oral histories, and documenting places of significance to civil rights in Rhode
Island over the course of three years. Public exhibits and school unit plans were
also created thanks to this grant.

The following lessons use many types of primary sources from local, Rhode Island
collections and some created for this project, including oral history audio clips,
video clips, and documents. These lessons are meant to serve as supplements
to the Civil Rights history already being taught in classrooms with a focus on
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local events and people. This set of lessons highlights school protests that
occurred in the 1960s, 70s, and 2010s right here in Rhode Island.

The lessons are not designed to be used in lecture-style teaching or as
independent homework assignments. The lessons use collections of primary and
secondary sources with guiding questions and graphic organizers to help
students analyze the sources and gather their thoughts to be used as points of
class discussion, either in groups or as a whole class. Some of the questions ask
students to formulate and back-up their own thinking. As such, there may not
be right or wrong answers, and students should be encouraged to listen to and
consider the perspectives of their peers.

*This material was produced with assistance from the Historic Preservation Fund,
administered by the National Park Service, Department of the Interior. Any
opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this
material are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of
the Department of the Interior.

Additional Resources:

Holden, Anna. The Bus Stops Here: A Study of School Desegregation in Three Cities. New
York: Agathon Press; 1974

Spiegler, Jinnie. Teaching about Controversial or Difficult Topics. Morningstar Center for
Teaching Social Responsibility. December 4, 2014

Learning Objectives:

Students will evaluate and analyze sources to gather historical information which
will inform their own decisions and arguments

Students will make connections between the participation of young people in
Rhode Island during the Civil Rights era to actions their peers are taking today

Students will draw conclusions about their own understandings of current issues

in their lives and will think about what types of civic action they can take to
move towards resolving those issues
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Educational Standards:

Rl K-12 GSEs for Civics and Government
GSEs for Grades 9-12

C&G 3: In a democratic society all people have certain rights and
responsibilities.
C&G 3-2: Students demonstrate an understanding how individuals and groups
exercise (or are denied) their rights and responsibilities by...
a. identifying a policy at the school, local, state, national, or international
level and describing how it affects individual rights
b. accessing the political system (e.g., letter writing, researching an issue
and communicating it to the public, organizing, petitioning,
boycotting/buycotting)
d. identifying and explaining ways individuals and groups have exercised
their rights in order to transform society (e.g., Civil Rights Movement,
women’s suffrage)
e. participating in and reflecting on a decision-making experience as part
of a group in your classroom, school, or community (e.g., developing
classroom norms, School Improvement Team member, response to
community needs, such as a food drive)

C&G 4: People engage in political processes in a variety of ways.

C&G 4-1

Students demonstrate an understanding of political systems and political

processes by...
c. analyzing and interpreting sources (print and non-print
discourse/media), by distinguishing fact from opinion, and evaluating
possible bias/propaganda or conflicting information within or across
sources
e. analyzing multiple perspectives on an historical or current controversial
issue

C&G 4-2: Students demonstrate their participation in political processes by...
a. using collaborative decision making/problem solving to consider
multiple perspectives on a current political, social, or economic issue,
evaluating the consequences of various options, and developing a plan
of action (e.g., new school policy or local, national, or international public
policy)
b. working individually or with others to identify, propose, and carry out a
community/civic engagement project/initiative (e.g., making the
community aware of an issue, organizing a workshop)

C&G 4-3: Students participate in a civil society by...
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a. critically reflecting on their own civic dispositions (e.g., tolerance and
respect, concern for the rights and welfare of others, social responsibility,
and recognition of the capacity to make a difference)

C&G 5: As members of an interconnected world community, the choices we
make impact others locally, nationally, and globally.
C&G 5-2: Students demonstrate an understanding of the benefits and
challenges of an interconnected world by...
a. describing the interconnected nature of a contemporary or historical
issue
b. analyzing and evaluating a contemporary or historical issue (e.g., free
trade versus fair trade, access to medical care and terrorism)

C&G 5-3: Students demonstrate an understanding of how the choices we make
impact and are impacted by an interconnected world by...
b. identifying and summarizing the intended and unintended
consequences of a conflict, event, or course of action
c. using deliberation, negotiation, and compromise to plan and develop
just solutions to problems (e.g., immigration, limited energy resources,
nuclear threat) created when nations or groups act

Rl K-12 GSEs for Historical Perspectives/RI History
GSEs for Grades 9-12

HP 1: History is an account of human activities that is interpretive in nature.
HP 1-1: Students act as historians, using a variety of tools (e.g., artifacts and
primary and secondary sources) by...
a. formulating historical questions, obtaining, analyzing, evaluating
historical primary and secondary print and non-print sources
b. explaining how historical facts and historical interpretations may be
different, but are related
c. identifying, describing, or analyzing multiple perspectives on an
historical trend or event
d. using technological tools in historical research

HP 1-2: Students interpret history as a series of connected events with multiple
cause-effect relationships, by...
a. explaining cause and effect relationships in order to sequence and
summarize events, make connections between a series of events, or
compare/contrast events
b. interpreting and constructing visual data (e.g., timelines, charts, graphs,
flowchart, historical films, political cartoons) in order to explain historical
continuity and change
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HP 2: History is a chronicle of human activities, diverse people, and the societies
they form.
HP 2-1: Students connect the past with the present by...
a. explaining origins of major historical events
b. identifying and linking key ideas and concepts and their enduring
implications

HP 2-2: Students chronicle events and conditions by...
a. creating narratives based on a particular historical point of view
b. synthesizing information from multiple sources to formulate an historical
interpretation

HP 2-3: Students show understanding of change over time by...
a. tracing patterns chronologically in history to describe changes on
domestic, social, or economic life

HP 3: The study of history helps us understand the present and shape the future.
HP 3-1: Students demonstrate an understanding of how the past frames the
present by...
a. tracing patterns chronologically in history to describe changes on
domestic, social, or economic life
b. formulating a position or course of action on a current issue from a
choice of carefully evaluated options, taking into account the historical
underpinnings

HP 3-2: Students make personal connections in an historical context by...
a. articulating an understanding of the meaning, implications, and impact
of historical events on their lives today
b. analyzing how an historical development has contributed to current
social, economic, or political patterns

HP 5: Human societies and cultures develop and change in response to human
needs and wants.
HP 5-1: Students demonstrate an understanding that a variety of factors affect
cultural diversity within a society by...
b. investigating the role of demographic factors (gender, ethnicity, class)
in creating cultural diversity in a society

HP 5-2: Students demonstrate an understanding that culture has affected how
people in a society behave in relation to groups and their environment by...
a. analyzing how membership in particular cultural groups has affected
civic engagement on the local, regional, and national level, citing
evidence.
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HP 5-3: Various perspectives have led individuals and/or groups to interpret
events or phenomena differently and with historical consequences by...
a. utilizing sources (e.g., primary documents, secondary sources, oral
histories) to identify different historical narratives and perspectives about
the same events.

Rl K-12 GSEs for Geography
GSEs for Grades 9-12

G 2: Places and Regions: Physical and human characteristics (e.g., culture,
experiences, etc.) influence places and regions.
G 2-4: Students understand how geography contributes to how regions are
defined / identified by...
a. evaluating how humans interact with physical environments to form
past and present communities.

G 2-3: Students identify different perspectives that individuals/ groups have by...
a. evaluating the cultural and regional differences for potential bias from
written or verbal sources.

Additionally, these lessons meet the ELA Common Core anchor standards of
reading and writing--especially the literacy in history/social studies strand--as
well as the anchor standard of speaking & listening.

2019 Rhode Island Historical Society 6



Definitions:

Broadside- poster or advertisement often used in the 1700s and 1800s US

De facto segregation—Refers to the separation of races. This can occur in
schools, in neighborhoods, in employment, and elsewhere. “De facto” means
“by fact.” Itis compared to “de Jure” segregation, meaning “by law.”

Discrimination- the unjust or unfair treatment of different categories of people,
especially on the grounds of race, age, or sex.

Ethnicity- affiliation or connection to a particular nationality or culture.

Negro- a term used to describe people of African descent or with dark-colored
skin. During the Civil Rights Movement, this word was used often whereas it is
now considered disrespectful to use this word. However, some people still self-
identify with this term. You may also come across the terms African American,
black, person of color, colored person, or colored when looking at or listening to
primary documents.

Oral History- the collection and study of historical information using sound
recordings of interviews with people having personal knowledge of past events.

Prejudice- opinions and assumptions, usually about a group of people, not
based on reasons or actual evidence.

Race- Grouping people together based on physical or other attributes. Skin
color is an example.

Segregation- keeping people or things apart based on difference; segregation
in housing practices kept black and white families living in different
neighborhoods.
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Lesson 1: Issues of Race at Central High School in the Early 1970s

In 1967, the mayor of Providence, Joseph A. Doorley, Jr., formed a committee to
try to solve the issue of de facto segregation in the public schools. Since the
schools were neighborhood schools, and neighborhoods were segregated due
to housing discrimination, neighborhood schools also found themselves
segregated. The committee proposed re-assighing black students to schools
that had a majority of white students and re-assigning white students to schools
that had a majority of black students rather than having all students attend their
neighborhood schools. This was called the Providence Plan. Providence’s high
schools were desegregated according to the Plan by the start of school in 1971.
Students from the predominantly white Italian neighborhood of Federal Hill and
students from the predominantly black neighborhood of South Providence
attended Central High School together. In early October, racial disturbances
caused by conflicting students forced the school to close for a week. As you will
read, officials and the media disagreed whether the new Providence Plan
contributed to racial tensions that led to the student conflict. The documents,
articles, and films below center on that conflict. What conclusions can you
make based on the primary sources below? What other information about the
incidents can be gleaned from these sources?
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Document 1: Newspaper Article

Racal Conflict
ClosesDown
CentralHigh

They
: AT ‘Em:rt. :

* By DANTE IONATA o ion
closed - indefinitely. -yesterday - °SPole S
because of racial disturbances ;
outside the school involving sev-| - COUTE

~ eral hundred “black and Italo- The

- American” students. -~ .- |  in the
~ This characterization of the By late

conflict was ‘drawn- yesterday
school superintendent, as he ‘dis-
= cussed at a news conference the
. violence which brought " about
<~ 30 policemen into Hoyle Square;
&nd to the Broad-Westminster
. Street  areas to keep Elone-

e o B
: apart e e
.. Several persons, including an| ' The Intensity of the racial
- assistant school superintendent,l  animosity stunned school: offi
.. & policeman and some students,| . cials. The bitterly
:meer;dmmlmﬂuum. and vehemently cos
“ moved to close in on each otha|, ~ Phase of the Providence d
~as police rushed in to @i || ~ regation plan—that phase which
~ them. : | |~ desegregates high schools—was
A e
- most of them youths, were ar|'
* rested by police, Three of them|  The first weeks of schoo
95 year-old m’:’;n“*s‘{;".‘i‘&ﬁ - School - officlals said yester-
: and a 17-year-old South Provi- "b,,n:,-nu : Pade 4
dence youth were charged with| - inued on Page 4, Col. |

throwing . bricks -at. policemen.
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Racial Confhct
Closes Down
(Central High

Continued From Page One
day that in "September there
had been relatively few of the
_types of complaints that had
evolved into racial disturbances
in the schools ‘in the past—
white . students’ ‘complaints
that blacks extort money from

thém and assault them, and—

black students’ complaints that
whites -get preferential treat-
ment. and that many high
school courses are irrelevant to
their needs.

At the news conference yes-
terday afteinoon, Dr. Bernardo
sketched out a rough plan which
he said he and his staff have
devised - to ease racial tensions
and to reopen the school. He

emphasized, however, that the |

school department does not have
& clearly defined plan to resolve
the problem.

Dr. Bernardo said that “our
basic: philosophy is that -this is
a student level protlem and we
expect that the students, with
our support and leadenlaip, will
help us resolve those problems
before we turn ‘the prnb]r.'m

“over to adult leadership.”

In _line with this, Dr. Ber-
nardo said a series of meetings
will be held with black and
white students and with school
officials to “help resolve the
gut-level issues which caused
the disruption."” The first of
“these meetings was held last
night.
divulze  which
ficials would participate in thesc
meetings, how the students are
to be sclected, or where the
meelings are 1o_be_held.

Dr. Bernado said he, Charles
Matoian, Central principal and
other school department offi-
cials met last night for two and
a“ half hours with 10 black and
white students who had volun-
teered to meet with the officials
to discuss the school's racial

th

nc

Dr. Bernardo refused to du
students or ol-|;

15

ll:g

an

it
th
"

lay

problems.

e AL

He said the meeting was held
to define the problem and 1o
determine a plan of action to
resalve it. Another meeting will
be held with the same students
today and additional meetings
will alsn he scheduled, Dr. Ber-
nardn said,

Eventually, the superintend-|

ent said, it is hoped that these
meetings can expand in scope
to-include- the-entire—student

body at Central. He said he will|
-Issue a progress report of to-|
day’'s meeting carly in the aft- |

ernoon.

Dr. Bernado said last night’s

meeting was "not based on the
assumption that the students
were necessarily representative
of the student body." He added
that these 10 students *‘will be
used as an organizing commit-
tee” to talk to other atudents

and persuade them to resolvel

racial animosities.

“True representative groups"|
of students will evalve from the I

larger student meetings, he de-
clared, Dr. Bernardo said he
hopes that the mass meetings
will provide the school admin-
{stration with an accurate
measure of the easing of racial
tensions,

RS ——

N e e Y s A

Dr. Berpnardo said he, Mr.
Matoian and Robert L. Railey
4th, a special assistant  for
equal educational opportunities,
had met with 10 stvdents at|
midday vesterday while the dis-
turbances continued. He said
eight of the students in the after.|
noon meeting participated in|
the night session, i

At the afternoon session Dr.
Bernardo sajd students of both
races “indicated to us that a
terrible thing had happencd
and they 'said they will dol;
everything that they ecan tn
help us." The afternoon. session
was arranged by  Col. -Walter
A. McQueeney, police chlef. |

Dr. Bernardo also said he will|;
meet with the Central Highlq
School faculty today ta give|¢
them his ‘assessment af the sit-|;

uation” and to tell the Intultrl
*“what I intend to do in re-|o
gponse to the sltuation.”

The superintendent gald *welt
have recelved assurances from|y
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*d|the mayor and the police chiet

offthat we will receive all thel
L:“ necessary support” from them
0

during the period that Central

W-lis closed.

ls_o He also announced that the
‘1: “school department will take

and expulsion decisions™ where
’Slit can be elearly determined
@ that — students have broken
I-[“school rules, regulations or the
dlaw,

d

M=
Is
al

ainl

Dr. Bernardo said, "until T fee)

the school can be safely re-
apened  will be made on the
basis of student attitudes and
their commiiment to aveld via-
lence. Dr. Bernardoe said he
never comsidered closing other
schools,

He cmphasized that  the
school administration will at-
tempt to resolve the difficulties
by first working through the
students. “Basically, what I am
saying—is—-that—thekids Tecog-
nize the problems they are
facing." He said the school ad-
ministration hopes “to come up
with jaint solutlons with_them.”
“I{ tize students are incapable
of solving the prob'em,” ke con-
tinued, “then the adrinistration
will have to move in and make
some fundamental decisions.;”,
He would not eclaborate.

Dr, Bernardo said the prob-
‘eras that surfaced outside Cen-
ral yesterday were “communi-
'y based problems, street-based
prablems.” He declared that
"we do not detect any anti-
school sentiment.” e explained
that school officials have re-
ecived no complaints of diserim-
inntion by teachers or adminis-
trators against  one  pacial
grouap.  Nor  bave complaints
i:c{-n received about the curricu-
um.

e IS N R T QW M iR

™

legal steps involving suspension|

Central will not b reopened, |!

that the school is ready to re-|
sume its edueational prozram.”|.
He said the determination that|!

L B P o el P s M PR s [F—

o B £ e g

LLE RS LI

_

- W W g o

JJclared that

“I's kid on kid, black omig
white, nei~"ar"aod against |y
neigh’ orhood,” Dr. Bernardo
added.

He also said that "I do rot e
regard this disturbance in any|y
way related to the high school
desegragation plan” He de-

v

this conclusion that W
the violence is not a result of {1y
the desegregation plan is notlg
only his but also the conclusion s
of all school department admin- W
‘strators. t

In -explanation of this con-
clusion, Dr, Bernardo sald “the
key figures” In the disturb-|B
ances would have been assigned|o|
to Central had’there been no Iy
desegregation plar. He said 5¢
most of these “key figures"|m
live “within walking distance" ™
ol the school. : er

"l‘b

e
=

the Hoyle Square and Broad,
Street  arcas. At  midmorning
about 150 white students
marched on the state house and|
then returned to Central.

Fresh trouble broke out as
police tried to keep the stu-|
dent groups scattered and
apart. In a scuffle between po-|i
lice and black students, one of||
the vouths was bitten by a po-|i
lice dog,

At noon, a line of 35 hel-
meted police forced a crowd of|'
about 200 black youths down|!
Winter and Broad Streets.|!
Rocks were thrown and police|’
rushed the group which retreat-|!
ed into a parking lot on Broad|!
Street, !

During one of the scuffles

almed at him,

Patrolman George J, Mar-
tinl, 34, who was handling all
police dog, suffered a bruise,
sprain and possible broken|!
ankle In a melee while trying|t
to separate two groups, police|l
said. Police sald Patrolman
Martini was hit In the ankle|d
by a rock thrown from a group|k

of_students. |5
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According ta police, as Pa-
trolman Martini fell after being
MIhit, his dog lunged at and bit
‘€lthe youth who allegedly threw
the rock. Both the youth and
the officer were treated at
*|Rhode Island Hospltal.
| Central's troubles began ves-
Ilterday before classes started.
diAbout 100 white youths
't|zathered - across Hoyle Square
I-{trom the school befare it opened|
dland stayed away from classes.
“| About an hour after classes
“Ibegan, the whites, armed with
“|sticks, headed toward the high
Hschnol, A few blacks moved to-|, ..
Slward them. As they closed in|
"lon cach other a white youth| I
was hit in the head by a rock.|
M[Some whites threw sticks at||
'Ithe blacks, Police moved be-l:
Oltween them and kept theml|l e|was  bitten.

apart. Led by Colonel McQueen-|l |

tley, police momentarily calmed|)
¥|the situation,
Il About 150 whites then
“|marched to the state houselt 3
tiwhere they sought unsuccessful-|1 ¥
flly to see Governor Licht, They]l ©
l|displayed a petition with 200[1 8
llsignatures. The petitlon_said thel¢

policemen had dogs. Large
i-|$tones were heaved by students.
d| Blacks crowded around the
-ldogs “angrily demanding” to
if|know why the dogs were not
turned against whites. Students
brandished sticks at the dogs.
Then the scuffle broke out in
if|which Patrolman Martini was

The

A 15-year-old girl reported
to police that she was attacked
by four black girls and a black

and Winter Streets, Police re-
ported she was treated at
Rhode Island Hospital, A hospi-
¢ »|tal official said’ there is no
¢ yjrecord of her being treated
‘| Bernardo sald he was not aware| 3[therc. She is the daughter of a
I|of the demands which apparent.|I :[Policeman.
'|ly had not been presented to thefs '| A 15-year-old South Provi-
’mnd muid' thl state huu“; I- b hmpilnl for a Ipmimd hlnd.
wﬂm mm themm not 1o F- suffered when-he was hit h&' a
mur- M th!n-utum'd tu c - I'\‘.'.I-l‘.‘k ll'l the C«L‘Hll‘!l C‘Duﬂ?ﬂl‘d.
|Central. - ' 1:1 ;hc men:\élmei several white
1 As tes approached|a t[Students told police they were
s wmmm a rjassaulted by blacks inside

At his news conference, Dr.

d,zens Savings Bank, a group of|
g|blacks ran up Cranston Street|
is|toward them, Police with hel-|
dimets and riot sticks ran up to|
head off a clash. Two of the|,

1

5,|legedly threw the stone at him :
. =land
: n|Friday’s walkout was triggered

1 d|white
hool,

youth about 11:15 a.m. at Broad|! /ltio0d Memorial Zion Church at

L' [Central yesterday and what ac-
s .|tlon they proposc.

Dr, Bernardo  yesterday
praised the police for their
handling of the situation, “I
fwould have to commend the

1s|police for their response, flexi-

e|bility, exercise of restraint, and
d|the balanced approach they used
' 5./In" making arrests, Nine of the
persans arrested were black,
hithe rest white,
i hl The troubles yesterday ap-
| -|peared to be a spillover from
njan incident last Friday when
hlabout 80 whites walked out of
! t.|Central for a briel period com-
it|plaining of fights with blacks
“shakedown™ extortlons.

by,a fight between black and
students outside the ;

sC

The Black Minister's Confer-

ejence has scheduled a press con-

-|ference at 9 a.m. today in the

D[148 Wadsworth St. The Rev.
p|Gerry Williams, a conference
-|spokesman, sald he will discuss
what he and others saw outside

t| The Itallan American Civil
-|Rights League will discuss the
school crisis at its membership
I|meeling tonight at 7:30 in the
;| Kelly-Gazzero American Legion
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i plan In court, condemned the
I school department's “attitude of
ot indifference and neglect” for
ts|not hiring  civillan  security
i guards to patrol school cor-
in ridors,

15| Mrs. John Coughlin, president
1.|of the citizens council which
m|has opposed the plan since it
tsjWwas announced last year, said
d|yesterday, “I don't like to say
o I told you so” but it was ob-

vious to all that racial tensions

would eventually explode into
d violence,

k| She criticized school officials
d|/fer “playing games" with a
‘e “v.rer:r* explosive situation” hy
itjcovering up the racial animosi-
j«|ties in the schopls, She said
o|racial tensions have been ‘‘de-
d{liberately downgraded by the

alschool administration -and the

press.” Ry

(Providence Journal 05 October 1971, Copyright © 2019 The Providence Journal. Reproduced by Permission.)
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Document Analysis Worksheet

1. What does the article claimed happened at Central High School, and
when did this occur?

2. What were the complaints by white students? By black students?

3. What was the philosophy of Dr. Bernardo (school superintendent)
regarding the incidents?

4. What do you think Dr. Bernardo meant when he said the scuffles arose
from “community based, street-based problems”?

2019 Rhode Island Historical Society 14



5. What did the black students accuse the police of doing to them but not
to the white group of students?

6. How many black students were arrested? How many white?

7. What were the three adult community organizations mentioned in the
article that planned to host meetings? Why do you think it was important
for those organizations to host community meetings?

8. What does Mrs. John Coughlin claim the issue stems from, and what is her
organization contesting in the courts?
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Document 2: Film clip

Watch and Listen to the following film clip of Central High School Students during
the conflict that occurred on October 4, 1971

RhiX_WPRI_1971-10-04 A Excerpt

Courtesy of the Rhode Island Historical Society and WPRI
{Note that this footage does not include sound until 1:30. No transcription}

Document Analysis Worksheet

Use the chart below to help you analyze this film clip. In the first column,
document who appears in the film using descriptions when names are not
available. In the second column, note what the individuals or groups are doing
and what actions they are taking in the film.

Individuals / groups Action(s)
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1. Synthesizing what you wrote in the chart, what courses of action are the
groups of students taking?

2. Synthesizing what you wrote in the chart, what courses of action where
taken against the students?
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Document 3: Film clip

Superintendent Dr. Bernardo speaks about the incidents at Central High
) T

]

RhiX_WPRI_1971-10-07_A_Excerpt

Courtesy of Rhode Island Historical Society and WPRI

Video Transcription

Superintendent Dr. Bernardo

We engaged in discussions with students and their contributions were positive.
Let me run them down very, very quickly. But, they were concerned with their
safety. They were concerned with the equitable application of discipline
between the races. They wished to create a student sounding board which
would provide for improved communications between students and
administration. They were concerned for the creation of a continuing seminar
situation which would deal with community problems as a part, and school
problems as a part, of the curriculum. We have worked hard with them on in an
attempt to implement these recommendations.

Document Analysis

1. According to Dr. Bernardo, what would the students like to see happen at
their school?
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2. Why do you think the students thought that these aims would help ease
racial tensions at the school?
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Lesson Follow-up:

1. Based on the newspaper article and film clips, why do you think the
students had conflicts with each other, and why do you think they chose
the courses of action they did?

2. Whose voices and opinions are not documented in the above article and
film clips? Do you think if you had the chance to read or hear their
perspectives on the events, it might change your view of the events?

3. What do you want to know more about that might help you better form
your opinions about what happened and why it happened?
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Lesson 2: Black Students Stage Walk-Out at Hope High School, 1969

On May 9, 1969, 150-200 black students staged a walk out at Hope High School
after their principal, Max H. Faxman, refused to discuss a list of grievances they
had prepared. In a meeting the following day with school officials, some
resolutions were agreed upon, but the meetings came to an impasse over some
of the issues. On May 13, students went on what was reported in the media as a
“rampage” after negotiations met the impasse. Damage was done to school
property. What conclusions can you make based on the primary sources

below? What other information about the incident can be gleaned from these
sources?

Document 1: Newspaper article

i | - 3 ; . ,.
Negroesat Hope High
Gain Concessions

Black students at Hope High|yesterday. Classes are to re-
School won promises of speed-lsume on Tucsday,
fer action on their requests for|. Yesterday's  demonstration
curriculum and other changesfwas orderly, although  the

yesterday, after about 200 of|abruptness of the mass meet-

them walked outoof classes. ing created some confusion and

: _|apprehension. Many students
Representatives. of, the ‘stu left the building early and

dents met for about two hoursishere was very little activity in
with school administrators, in-|the school by 1:30 pm., about
cluding the acting superintend-|an hour before normal closing.
ent‘ ]'_ﬂ.'ujs I.Krmmr_ _Th'E w'ﬂjkaut was pmmpt(!ﬂ

The. students were fold that by the feeling that there hiad l

i hold been too little action on a series

&“,Fﬂ“ﬂ will h'fiﬁnti his.|Of Erievances presented to the|
B O e are etveag|SChOOLS principal, Moi H. Flax-|
mr‘: and the end of the school mhz::::;t T?f 4;"? Ml;?:: ?ﬁﬁenﬁ'
year accarding to Charles T. 5 ured do\i:rn the stairs and into
''Durant 3rd, executive: director p;: AR

f the Providence Human Rela-|l1¢ aucitoriim, e fh
ginns Commission, Several other| Willingness 1o speak- with any-

aitments were made; -, |one other than Mr. Kramer.

S Monday,. the nchml winl s A symbolic issue was a set
: béc::mm order: to inform the|of chains which kept the audi-
faculty of the decisions reached|Continued on Page 3, Col. |

o rm e A B LA e PR

[P [ g
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from leaving.

—Associated Press Wirephoto |~ Cl0S€ TNE EILUT AWy ) Mvatssh)=rr7n 7774

- NegroesatHopeHigh Gain Concessions
wadH “lon. this 1 ' been waived. Mr. Flaxman, the

principal, said such a waiver|that lack of black writers Inln;
had been planned. '

Continued From Page One [on this matter: He said the
torium and other rooms closed|chains were placed on the doors
e rfoe[fox the tpctan ol A
studen e e d uipment, becatise out-
~ reminiscent of| ¢ 9 2 thiss

afm t?l?at?bmmﬁ?a\ru, siders have hrn'ken e :
according to Mr. Durant. It %rﬁn%amer and Mr.
was agreed that they would be Durant were complimentary of

s the students’ presentation of

Explains ' Chains sition. Mr. Kramer said,
In a'statement, Mr. Kramer uf:r,?: time were these stu-

explained the school’s position s 7 =

} = Nive in any way rowdy. The
Awarded-$25,000 stud::t committee was knowl-

Dehver — (AP) — A Denver|edgeable and perceptive.”

completes the sul ;
program with a grade of "'C" or|disinterest,
better he will not be required|feeling that the courses, as nowly
to take an examination in thelconstituted, are irrelevant -tojn
course, reversing an earlier
policy.

District Court jury has award-| Qther demands presented by
ed $25000 to a woman Wwholy. ctudents included changes
claimed she was permanentlyl;; sne summer school require-
disfigured as a result of sili;nes and o call for additional

cone breast injections she was certified black teachers. ' ey

ﬁvﬂlz? 5 ﬁ:dv:rﬂ: 'awag"m Under former rules, no stu-
Mrs, Framgoe KIe’;Sper 98 nowldent who achieved. less tha(? a
of Mount Vernon, Ohio. She|50 average in any subj\:fxts lli:
had asked for $150,000 in dam-|Ing the academic year pe ;
ages in her suit against Dr. mitted to take summer schoo
Linwood E. Downey. - - “|courses; That’ rule has now

The - students © told otﬂclalspc

. |literature courses and an inad-
In addition, if the studentlequate attention to the history
summer schoollof black people was leading to
poor grades and aljr

em. T . g
After the crash course, which|J

After the day's meetings,|may be taught by Mr. Durant,|t

arvis " the assistant prin-|the school will' prepare for aly
.l:ipal ‘{olr;?m cald he believes|full black studies next fall
the demonstration is a reflec-|Flans
tion of the national uneasiness
about school curriculum,

for this new programije
have been in the works since|t
February, Mr. Flaxman said. e

ey ]

-._l;{qs_tess_,'_l._l"n aware of | nvitation

Chafee Is Hero of D.
© e it T e

the Navy John H. Chafee, who
arae nat invited hv the hostess,

of :;edwspaper eo!mnnifm in-
cluded. '
Senator and Mrs. John

Chawmman- Monar were there.
(Providence Journal 10 May 1969, Copyright © 2019 The Providence Journal. Reproduced by Permission.)

Document Analysis Worksheet

1. What were the reasons black students staged a walk-out of Hope High

School?

2. What changes did the students want to see occur at their school?
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Document 2: Film clip

The following clips are a type of news clip called “man on the street” interviews.
The interviews took place on May 11, a day after the student walk-out. Use the
chart below to help you analyze the clips.

RHiIX_WPRI_1969-05-11_7_A

Courtesy of the Rhode Island Historical Society and WPRI

Video Transcription

Man 1: | think that, | think that they’re going to come out on top.

Interviewer: Who’s going to come out on top, sir?

Man 1: Colored people.

Interviewer: What do you think should be done about it now?

Man 1: That | don’t know. It’s up to the politicians.

Man 2: Seems that uh, the Negroes thought that they weren’t getting treated
right, and uh, it’s an unfortunate situation led to uh the other incident where

some juveniles were breaking into another school just because of this and |
thought it was a pretty bad influence.
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Man 3: | think that it was provoked without any justifiable cause of anything
that’s happening on the national scene. | think that this was an excuse by
hoodlums to run rampant rather than fight for any cause that had any
justification. And | think that from what | have read and heard that it was
influenced by other factors other than by students themselves.

Man 4: Oh well, as far as | understand is that they had a few problems with
teachers and various other problems when things should have been settled um
oh, probably years before.

Interviewer: Who do you think is to blame for the crisis that exists there now?

Man 4: Well, | guess maybe the superintendent of schools and maybe the school
faculty.

Film Analysis worksheet

Description of speaker Speaker opinion
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1. Who did the interviewer choose to interview?

2. Why do you think the interviewer chose these four people?

3. Whose voices were not included in this series of quick interviews?

4. Whose opinions would you like to hear in order to have a better
understanding of the event?
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Document 3: Newspaper article

Teacher ‘Racism’ Target

Black Hope Students List Aims

By C. FRASER SMITH They emphasized that they

Spokesmen for the dissident|{were not leaders of the 150 to
black  students at  Hope|200 black students who have
High School said last nightlpeen  pressing  openly for
they will dfm‘"‘:: '::Tﬁ change at Hope High for al-
transfer or suspension of te most a week, But one of them,
ers at Hope High School the¥ |y, ne Hall, a senlor, said he
belleve are guilty of racism.  |y.4" peon chosen ms a spokes-

The students said only abouliman. The other two Youths
ED of the 150 to 200 black stu-lasked that thele names be
dﬂ::‘;.m In the lc:mt tle:: day lwithheld.

: ding was damaged were .

involved in the vandalism that thﬁ"“fwffmmgﬁ-- ";’,ﬁ;‘f
left more than $10000 Inl @ 0o ctions, They denied
wreckage in the corridors and

that they had come to school
“hm“‘ the East Side| . ecday with disruption of

Fuormal documentation  of mﬁmﬂ &: n;!nl:l.m:'ﬂ nm
charges against the teachers IS\, 4 ooreq the vandalism. They

now way, they sakl ; basie  de-
declined to  discuss details,[Outlined their six -] .

pending presentation of  their i
case to school authoritics. 1.1.- “l:hh:“lhl schoal n.l. racist

\uu“u;‘ﬁm ﬂirhwmh;pec;:mt: ‘8 Give the hlac!u. a chance

q
b
¥
t
k
t

to make up failing grades In|;
history and English, r
# Include black history andj¢
black literature in the cur-|l
riculum and give black stu-|8
dents some say in what s
read.

® Remove the locks and|
chains  from the doors to the
auditoritm and’other rooms. 1
& Alteration of summer
entrance and credit require-
ments: In. the future,  stu-
dents with year-end avernges
below 50 will be admitted. No
examination will be required
of students with a *C" aver-
age in summer school courses.
® Free tuition for summer
m!- . ] i ot
Only the first of these de-||
mands remains unresolved, and|t
there appears to. be some:ne-|y

L
I

~ will prove that the teachers

should not be allowed to

main at Hope. R
In an interview that ranged

of the _contim
between the blhcks and.
school, these students sald that|
frustration and an increasing),
awareness of their black ldenti-
ty generatgd their demands.
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Continved From Page One

gotiating mom for both sides |

School officlals have sald they
will consider any evidence.of
racism put before them. The
students have sald they will
make guch a presentation.
The students declined to dis-
, cuss reports that amnesty will

be demanded. They made It}

clear that they would be unified
in any attempt to arrest or
charge students Involved in the
vandalism or other reported acts
of violence,

Racism in the schoal was illus-

trated, they said, by tnmmtrr:1

such as these:

lAte.therﬂthtnhdpi‘
black student with problems in t
English. The student found a||

tutor and managed to pass,

@ One of the three said, "1
came to school this year with
natural hair. My teacher had
some remarks with me. 1
didn’t havg to take that, but I
did.. Al the white cats
huﬂwd-"

@ Black students were given,
on one occasion, a dilferent
test, ane that was harder than
the test given to white stu-
dents.

@ One student asked his
guidance countelor for help In
selecting a junior college. The
counselsr has never “found™
the college. The student is a
senlor,

— . e .

[ ———

r—r——a——y—=—

‘dd whatever they could do to

Inldtntl-:hml.

"~ On the quéstién-of other mi-

_On the question of outside agi-
tation, they sald, “They say

there was a cat from Brown inl
there stirting people up. That's|
a le" Invelvement of Brown)

students was
this way:

characterized in

*We went to Bmm on Satur- |

day night to' the Afro House.

They wanted to know what it}

was all about. They sald they'd
help us. They told us'to watch

our step and not get sold out.”'|
“Wg weren't sure what we|
wanted. We needed help. (But|

thére) was no influence at all.

The only reasen they're (the|

school department) saying .that
is to protect Flaxman  (Max
Flaxman, the school principal)
—it looked like he couldn’t han-
dle his students.”

The students also said 'theru
was a8 delegation ‘of students
from Central High School in
the auditorium. .

Oge of the students also
spoke’ of the developing aware-
ness among black ll‘l.lﬂ-mtl

More than & year ago when
he asked abouit m:du:l:lﬁn of
black history at Hope, he was
told by a teacher that this
would require Polish and Irish
history, Since that time, he has
had a black history class out-

“Why should we have 1o go to
sthool after school to find out
about bhlack people?” he askéd.

narity :rmp: they're stll]
white."
Hetﬂﬂk;ﬁltprldeinllmqr
Ne had heard from a brother
or lhl‘.er—-mlr 12 years old—
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whe is at Nathan Blishop Junlor
High School:

The young student gave one
of the school officlals a quiz
She asked him to identily sev.
eral figures in American his-
tory: Washington, Lincoln,

.| Franklin, Then she paused and

asked him to identify Frederick
Douglass, the black abolitionist,
The man did not answer, ac-
cording to the story.

There was also lengthy com-
ment on reports that the stu-
dents had come to school alm-

ing to rampage:

"We  weren't planning on
learing up the sehoal™ ene of

Athe students sald.

At one point, one of the stu-
dents left negotiations and re-
turned to his black clazsmates
in the auditorium.

“I zald “‘We got ‘em going
now. We're going to get our
demands,’" he recalled. As he
wis about to return, he found
that the entire student nego-
tiating committee was
back to the auditorium.

He sald later that Acting
Supt. Louis I. Kramer had em-
phatically refused to discuss

-{the possibility of bringing the

accused teachers into the con-
ference.

“The way he said it made us
feel they didn't want to be
bothered with us." one of the
students sald. Still, at that
point, they were talking of new

Jtactics to win this last demand

Then they leamed that two
white girls, who had been re.

s|fused admittance to the audi-

n

torlum, told the school principal
they had been attacked.

“When it hit me, I was so
shocked, I wanted to cry. "What
do they want to ds to us?' 'l
thought,” the student sald. He
and the others felt they were
being framed, ‘he sald.

His account of the affalr co-
incides with a report made ves-
terday by Mp. Kramer. The stu-
dents were upset, jumped from
their seats and moved onto the
auditorium stage. There they
got sticks and other implements
from the stage sets.

“We just figured if we were
golng to get our heads cracked,
we'd hit back, 4

“The pot was bolling on Fri-
day, It boiled over the weekend
and you know what happens
when something keeps bolling,”
one student said,

Repeatedly, thess young men
emphasized that they were not
bent on violence.

“We're trying to gain an edu-
cation. We're trving to make
the white person opén up his
e¢yes and let the black man be
himself,

“Our purpose is not vislence.
Our purpose s education. We
got to thinking. Just what were
we doing? We weren't learning
nothin' about  ourselves in
school" they sald

nterlocking Demands
They stressad the interlock-

ing relationship of these de-|,

mands:

“What good Is that (blackl'

history) if there ars racist
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|keep us from coming back to
teach the other black kids?"
one student asked.

|High School:
“I can do that in one word,
man—f{rustrating.

story. We just don't want to
see (the same frustration) in
the younger brothers and sis-
ters,” he said. ,

One of them. quoted: “The
journey of a thousand miles
begins with a single step. We've
made that step.

“Without education, we have
nothing. ,When .yoéu're black,
you're black,” one of the stu-
dents said.

L

]
4

teachers who would fail us and

They were asked to briefly|,
|describe life for them at Hope|,

“That just about tells theg

(Providence Journal 15 May 1969, Copyright © 2019 The Providence Journal. Reproduced by

Permission.)

Document Analysis Worksheet

1. What student aims were listed?

2. What incidents were mentioned by the students to show that racism exists

at the school?
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3. What other important points did the students report on? What emaotion(s)
did the students report feeling?

Documents 4: Below you will find a historical broadside from 1851 and film
clips and articles from both the Hope High and Central High Incidents you
learned about in the previous lessons. Please look at these documents as a
group. Guiding questions follow each document to aide in your analysis. Final
questions will ask you to think about what thread connects these documents as
you follow them through time.
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oooooo t 4A: Historical Broadside

CAII'I'ION
COLORED PEOPLE

OF BOSTON, O\E & ALL,

You are hereby respectfully CAUTIONED and
advised, to avoid conversing with the

Watchmen 'ﬂllél Police Officers
ol boston,

For since the recent ORDER OF THE MAYOR &
ALDERMEN, they are empowered to act as

KIDNAPPERS
slave Catclwrs,

And they have alrendy heen actually e
KIDNAPPING, CATCHING, AND

SLAVYES, Therel'nra u Talms Your L[BEETI’

and the Welfare lgugiﬂue: among you, Shun
them in every possi ln MANNer, A% S0 MANY li’ﬂ UNDS

on the track of the most unl'iﬂunu.ln of your race.

Keep a Sharp Look Out for
KIDNAPPERS, and have
TOP EYE open.

APRIL 24, 1851

(Accessed on Wikimedia Commons)
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1. What is the date on this broadside?

2. What was going on in the United States when this broadside was posted?
In the North? In the South? Why was this broadside posted in Boston?

3. Explain how this broadside demonstrates that there were tensions
between communities of color and the police as an institution at the time
of its posting.
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Document 4B: Film Clip

An unknown gentleman speaks to the media on May 16, 1969 following the
incidents at Hope High School

RHIX_WPRI_1969-05-16_3 A
Courtesy of the Rhode Island Historical Society and WPRI

Video Transription

Unknown man: We felt that it uh was necessary that police not be visibly in the
building or outside of the building you know, but in a normal patrol fashion
available to respond immediately if the need arose.

4. In this short clip, what is this gentleman saying about police presence at
Hope High School following the damages done by students at the school?

5. Why do you think he felt it was important to make this statement?
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Document 4C: Newspaper article clip

Parents and students express concerns at a meeting on October 5, 1971
following the incidents at Central High School

4 The Frwiionea Journal, Wednesday, Octeber 8,:1971 19

 Parents and Students
A:r Issues at Central

- By DANTE IONATA

Himk parents and :tur!r.-nls

uniformly condemned the po-

lice action outside Central on
Monday, because, they said,

police were more heavy-
handed with blacks than with
whites, When white parents as-
serted that the police are re-
|quired to maintain security and
tranquility, blacks obiected be-

cause they said police would
discriminate against black chil-

dn‘:n.

(Prowdence Journal 06 October 1971, Copyright © 2019 The Providence Journal. Reproduced by

Permission.)

6. Why are the black parents and students concerned about police
presence at Central High School following the student melee?

2019 Rhode Island Historical Society 34



Document 4D: Film Clip

Mayor Doorley speaks to the media on October 3, 1971 after the incidents at
Central High School

RhiX_1986.93.17087C_A

Courtesy of the Rhode Island Historical Society

Video Transcription

Mayor Doorley: What the school administration’s feeling is let these young
people try to work it out themselves, see what the problems are, what are the
hang-ups. Uh, the one | commonly hear is that white students are accosted and
extorted in the schools. Now what are they going to do about it? | mean um, the
last resort, and | say this unequivocally, and this is what the students feel from
what | understand, and this is what the administration feels. The last resort is
policemen in your schools. That possibly these young people can work out a
program where they’ll police themselves.

Another hang-up is that some of the younger black children coming from other
areas back into their own area are accosted and assaulted. Now, that’s outside
the school building, and | think we’re going to have to increase our patrols. But,
here again there’s gotta be some formal way of acting when a black or a white
student does something wrong. And, | think that’s what the young people are
trying to do. They’re trying to work it out themselves.
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7.

8.

In this short clip, what is Mayor Doorley saying about police presence at
Central High School following the student melee at the school?

The mayor is in charge of the police force and is also an official elected
by the public. In what ways do you think the words he is choosing to use
here are based on his role in society and who might be watching his
response on the news?

Synthesizing the documents as a group:

9.

In order to synthesize what you have learned from the documents above,
first, fill out the Venn Diagram on the next page and then answer the
questions that follow. Using the Venn Diagram to organize your thoughts,
label one of the circles “Protests at Central High School” and the other
“Protests at Hope High School.” List the similarities between the two sets of
events and responses that occurred at the two schools in the middle
where the circles overlap and the differences in the outer circles.
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Name : Venn Diagram

¥e Math-Aids Com
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10.The documents above show that there were concerns about involving the
police at both of the student protest events at Central and Hope High

Schools. Why was there concern about making sure police involvement
was a last resort?

11.Recall the historical broadside you analyzed earlier (document 4A), do
you think early historical tensions between communities of color are
echoed in the concerns of the black parents and officials when

considering the use of police force during the high school conflicts in the
60s/70s? Explain why or why not.

12.Do members of black communities and other communities of color in the
United States continue to have similar concerns with the police as an
institution today? Provide evidence for your thinking.
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13.What relationship(s) does your school have with the local police
department? Are there students at your school who believe having a
police presence at school is a problem? If yes, what are the problems
they cite? Do you agree? Why or why not? If your school does or does
not have a relationship with the local police, why do you think that is?
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Lesson 3: Students Stage Walk-Out at Brown University, 1968

On December 5, 1968, 65 of the 85 Brown University students of color staged a
walk-out in protest of the administration not making progress on a list of
demands the students wanted to see the University work towards.

Document 1: Film clip (secondary source)
Watch the mini-documentary linked below and answer the following questions.
Fifty Years Ago, Black Students at Brown Walked Out for Change (Note that
there is a “CC” button on the video if Closed Captioning is needed)

1. What are some of the issues the students noted in their letter to the Brown
University president? Name at least five of the issues described in the
video.

2. What is the major demand by the students noted in the video?

3. When was the video compiled?

4. By the time the video was created, had the University reached the goal
noted in question 2?
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Document 2: Secondary excerpt from student letter to the president

Below are more of the demands students listed in a May 1968 letter to the
president of the University from the Afro-American Society, a student
organization. Note that at this time, women were not admitted into Brown
University but to Brown’s women’s college, Pembroke College. The students of
Pembroke and Brown worked together on this initiative.

e That at least 11% of Brown’s entering class be black

e That at least 11% of Pembroke’s entering class be black

e That an interdisciplinary major in African-American studies, consisting of
relevant existing courses plus ten new courses

e That ten black professors be hired by February 1969, as a first step toward
making at least 11% of the faculty black by September, 1969

e That three black counselor-admissions officers for Brown be hired by
September, 1968

e That one black counselor-admissions officer for Pembroke be hired by
September, 1968

e That at least 11% of all university employees be black

1. Why was it important to the students that the University make efforts to
increase the black student population to 11%?

2. Why was it important to also hire black professors? What about
counselors-admissions officers and other staffing positions at Brown?
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3. Why do you think students wanted African American Studies courses?

4. What items on the list of demands are similar to what the students at Hope
High School were asking for? How about for the students at Central High
School? (It has been noted in some reports of the time that Hope High
School students met with Brown University students for assistance).

5. Why do the students at Brown and the high schools believe these items
are important to the successful education of students of color? In what
ways are these items also beneficial for white students?
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Lesson 4: Providence Student Union — Activism in the 21°' Century

In the early 2000s, students at Hope High School formed a group called Hope
United that staged a walk-out in efforts to change the curriculum. Soon, similar
student organizations cropped up at other Providence High Schools, including
Central High. The organizations merged in 2010 to form the Providence Student
Union (PSU), an organization still active today.

Document 1: Providence Student Union Website

On the Providence Student Union website, you will see their Student Bill of Rights

1. What items on the Student Bill of Rights are similar to what the Brown
University, Hope High, and Central High students were asking for in the
1960s/70s?

Also on the PSU website, you will see a list of their featured campaigns

2. What are the campaigns that the PSU students have undertaken (list at
least five)?
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3. Choose one campaign to read more about (excluding the Campaign for
Ethnic Studies Classes as we will analyze that in questions below). What
types of actions did the students take or are currently taking to strive
towards success in their campaign?

4. What tools are available to students in the 21st century to make their
voices heard that were not available for students in the 1960s / 1970s?

5. Looking specifically at the Campaign for Ethnic Studies Classes, in what
ways are what the students asking for here similar or different from what
the students at Hope High, Central High, and Brown University had asked
for in the 1960s/70s? Use the chart on the next page.
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Comparison of student demands in the 60s/70s and today

Central High School | Hope High School Brown University Providence Student
Union

Differences

Similarities
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6. What strategies have the students used / are currently using to work
towards the goals of this campaign?

7. What successes have they had so far in reaching the goals of this
campaign?

8. What is still left to be done to reach the goals?

Document 2: Providence Students Say Race is a Big Part of Disconnect with
Teachers, Providence Journal, August 16, 2019 Electronic article with
accompanying audio clips

1. What problems does this article from 2019 demonstrate are occurring in
the Providence High Schools?

2. What issues are similar to the issues students at Hope High had told
reporters in the article you read earlier “Black Hope Students List Aims.”
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3. If you are in a Providence High School, do you recognize these or similar
problems? If you are not at a Providence High School, do you recognize
these or similar issues at your school? Does the demographic make-up at
your school make a difference in how you perceive these issues? Are
these issues still important at schools that have different demographics
than the schools noted in these lessons? (To look up the demographics of

your high school and/or the Providence High Schools, go to
http://www.eride.ri.gov/reports/reports.asp).
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Lesson 5: Issues Today. What can you do?

In the lessons in this packet, you read, saw and analyzed documents and films
that demonstrate continuous civil rights issues that students have perceived in
Providence high schools since the 1960s. In his 2018 oral history interview, James
Vincent, president of the Providence Branch of the NAACP, was asked what he
believes to be the biggest issues he notices today.

1. Listen to the clip below and think about how what he is saying has been
expressed by the students you learned about in the lessons above.

Oral History of James Vincent,
recorded Spring 2018 in RI.
Interviewer is Keith Stokes. Courtesy
of Rhode Island Historical Society,
Rhode Island Black Heritage Society,
and Rhode Island Historical
Preservation and Heritage
Commission with support from a
grant by the National Park Service.
Image courtesy of the Rhode Island
Historical Society.

THE RHODE |SLAND HISTORICAL SOCIE
1N ASSOCIATION WITH THE SUATHSESAN INSTITL

James Vincent Oral History

Oral History Transcript
James Vincent: But in terms of what | think of, and everybody else talks about
leveling the playing field...the great equalizer...it’s in education.

Keith Stokes (Interviewer): Yeah

James Vincent: And | think the biggest problem, and we have one of the worst
education systems in the country, our state. | think the biggest problem is the
fact that, for example in Providence, over 90% of the students are of color, and
80% of the teachers are white. Okay, so if | had to do one thing, it would be to
try to figure out how to get more teachers of color in those classrooms. ‘Cause, |
think if you get teachers of color in those classrooms, it would make more of a
difference than almost anything else you can do.

Keith Stokes: Because of mentorship?
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James Vincent: In mentorship and and and and in terms of trying to inspire, in
terms of caring, in terms of giving them adyvice, in terms of the fact that you can
go to a Cornell. You don’t have to go to a CCRI. Actually, giving people the
idea that that’s possible. You don’t have any teachers doing that because they
all live in... well, | don’t want to get into that.

Keith Stokes: No, but | understand.

James Vincent: Too many of them | think are disconnected because too many
of them live in the suburbs, and too many of them are not, are not culturally
competent.

Keith Stokes: Yeah, and now with the rise of Asian and Latino kids and
such...and, absolutely.

James Vincent: So, so, | think if | had to do one thing...you’ve gotta get more
black and brown teachers in those classrooms, black and brown teachers in
terms of guidance, black and brown teachers in terms of principals, ah, on the
school committees. You know, the gamut. But, if | had to focus on one thing
among that, it’s the teachers.

2. Think about this and other civil rights issues that you notice are yet
unresolved in your school or in our society. In a group or individually, use
the space below to make a list of what you think are the most important
problems facing Americans today (these can be problems that impact
you directly, you see in your community, or that are facing the whole
country). List at least four issues.
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3. Pick one problem from the list you created above. Use this space to
brainstorm some ways that you might address, or fight back against, this
problem.
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4. Pick one of the ways you listed above to address the issue. Make an
action plan with step by step instructions to implement this solution and
address the problem. (Consider how you will bring attention to the
problem, how you could fundraise (if the solution involves money), who
you can reach out to help you reach a solution, etc.)
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