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Introduction 
 

Executive Order 8802 creating the Fair Employment Practices Committee (FEPC) 
was signed by President Franklin Roosevelt on June 25, 1941.  The executive order that 
stated "there shall be no discrimination in the employment of workers in defense 
industries or government because of race, creed color, or national origin." It banned 
discrimination in the war industries plants and set up a commission to investigate 
complaints.  

By the wars end, African-Americans civilians accounted for 8% of the work force 
in the defense industry.  With the death of FDR in April 1945 and the end of the war in 
August 1945, the FEPC was not extended and legislation to make it permanent died in 
Congress by 1946.  Beginning in 1945, eight states, including Rhode Island (1949) 
approved Fair Employment Practices Commission (FEPC) laws prohibiting 
discrimination in employment. This legislation did not become national law until the 
passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

 
Standards 
RI K-12 GSEs for Civics & Government and Historical Perspectives/RI History 
High School Proficiency Grades 9-12 
HP 1: History is an account of human activities that is interpretive in nature. 

 
HP 1–1 Students act as historians, using a variety of tools (e.g., artifacts and primary and 

secondary sources) by… 
a. formulating historical questions, obtaining, analyzing, evaluating historical primary and 

secondary  print and non-print sources   
b. explaining how historical facts and historical interpretations may be different, but are 

related  
c. identifying, describing, or analyzing multiple perspectives on an historical trend or event 
 

HP 1–2: Students interpret history as a series of connected events with multiple cause-effect 
relationships, by 

a. explaining cause and effect relationships in order to sequence and summarize events, 
make connections between a series of events, or compare/contrast events  

b. interpreting and constructing visual data (e.g., timelines, charts, graphs, flowchart, 
historical films, political cartoons) in order to explain historical continuity and change  

c.  
HP 2: History is a chronicle of human activities, diverse people, and the societies they form 
 
HP 2– 1:  Students connect the past with the present by 

a. explaining origins of major historical events  
b. identifying and linking key ideas and concepts and their enduring implications  
c. analyzing and evaluating how national and world events have impacted Rhode Island and 

how Rhode Island has impacted national and world events  
 

HP 2 – 2:  Students chronicle events and conditions by… 
a. creating narratives based on a particular historical point of view  
b. synthesizing information from multiple sources to formulate an historical interpretation  

 
HP 2– 3:  Students show understanding of change over time by… 

a. tracing patterns chronologically in history to describe changes on domestic, social, or 
economic life  

b. documenting various groups  and their traditions that have remained constant over time  
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Document # 1 
 

 
 

The Providence Chronicle 
August 28, 1943 
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Document Analysis Worksheet 
 
Type of  Document: 
 
 

Date:  

 
1. Who was the audience for this document?  Cite examples from the article in your 

answer. 
 
 
 
 

2. What was the purpose of the meeting? 
 
 
 
 

3. Why is there a need for a plan?                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Write 1-2 paragraphs about war time employment for African Americans in 
Rhode Island and how people thought things would change after the war. Explain 
the plan of action proposed by the organizers of this meeting. Use specific 
examples from the document 
 

                                        
                                    

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grades 9-12 

 
Here is Our Chance 

 
Document #2 

 
The Providence Chronicle 

January 4, 1947 
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Cartoon Analysis Worksheet 
 

List the objects or people you see in the 
cartoon:  

Identify the cartoon caption and/or 
title:  

1.  
 
 
 

 

2.  
 
 
 

 

3.  
 
 
 

 

4.  
 
 
 

 

5.  
 
 
 

 

6. What is the date of the cartoon and why is it important? 

 

7. Explain the message of the cartoon. Cite examples from the cartoon. 

 

 

 

Adapted from:  
 U.S. National Archives and Records Administration Worksheet 
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Document #3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Providence Chronicle 
February 21, 1948 
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After reading Document #3, create a broadside (poster) advertising the rally.  Include the 
time, place and most of all the purpose of the event.  Images may also be included. You 
want people to both attend the rally and financially support the cause.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is Our Chance 
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Document # 4 

 
The Providence Chronicle 

February 21, 1948 
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Cartoon Analysis Worksheet 
 

Level 1 

Visuals Words (not all cartoons include words)  

1. List the objects or people you see 
in the cartoon.  

1. Identify the cartoon caption 
and/or title.  

 

2. Locate three words or phrases 
used by the cartoonist to identify 
objects or people within the 
cartoon. 

 

 

 

 

3. Record any important dates or 
numbers that appear in the 
cartoon. 

 
 
 

Level 2 

Visuals Words 

2. Which of the objects on your list 
are symbols?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What do you think each symbol 
means?  

 

4. Which words or phrases in the 
cartoon appear to be the most 
significant? Why do you think so?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. List adjectives that describe the 
emotions portrayed in the 
cartoon.  
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Level 3 

A. Describe the action taking place in the cartoon. 

 

 

 

B. Explain how the words in the cartoon clarify the symbols.  

 

 

 

C. Explain the message of the cartoon. 

 

 

 

D. What special interest groups would agree/disagree with the cartoon's 

message? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

The U.S. National Archives and Records Administration Worksheet 
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Document # 5 
 

 
The Providence Chronicle 

June 25, 1949 
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Document Analysis  
 

1. List the tasks at hand for newly appointed commission. 
 

a.              
     
              

b.                 
                 

c.     
 

 
2. What is the purpose and the mission of FEPC? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What won’t the FEPC do? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Why have FEPC cases in New York and Massachusetts been dismissed? How can 
this be avoided the citizens of Rhode Island? 
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DBQ Question 
 
The African-American community in Rhode Island seized upon the opportunity to begin 
changing the status quo in employment and economic opportunity in the state during 
WWII and in the post war years.  Using the documents within this unit, discuss this 
movement toward change.  What methods for change were employed?  How does this 
relate to the growing civil rights movement in the 20th century? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


