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T h" l<s" '" of rlu- Dorr War

Ry j ou v HFI.1. R n ··

In looking hack at the Do rr W ar after tnt' lapse of a cen ­
tury. when the violent fcvling.. ha ve been pre tty well erased
and the i....ue.. which cau-ed the upheaval have , i f nut for­
gotrell , become ..omewhar clouded. it i.. extremely ea"r tu
regard the whok thing a-, a performance c1o"Cly re-cmbling
a fantactic comic opera. T he military operations Were ludi­
HOU~, Dorr tried to capture the SrareA r-e nal with cannon
that wou ldn 't tire, the ...tare militia stormed a rebel posi tion
de fended onlv In a ...olitnrv cow, and the one man killcd wn ..
an innoce nt hy':ta nder in' \Ja"...achu...crt.., F(,.,\\' people in
Rhode bland reallv wanted ttl tig ht over the mutt er... at
..take. and at the heigh t o f the excitement the G eneral
h~embl }' wu-, tak ing: ste p- to cOllcnk mu ch of what t he
rebe ls were d ema ndin g . Xcvcrt hclc ...... . thc upheava l of
18-1-2 wa ... a serious cuuugh rnarter ; it... can-e- went deep into
t he ...n-ucrurc of R hod e 1... lund lif e, and its con-cq uc ncc ...
have affected the pnlit icnllifc Hf the ... ta te ever ... inrc .

T he con n-over... y origina ted in thc colonia l charter
gran ted ru Rhode ldaud hy King Cb ur!e... II in 1fJ(1~. hy

* \ l r, Rae is in-truetor in hi,tnn .,t \1. , ""h~I""tt ' 1" ' 111111" " f 1\ ,,' 1, ­
noloav. .\. R. ( Brown) 1 ' 1 1.~ ; l 'h . I). ( Brm,n) l'H(,~ Fell,,,, "fthe~(),'i.lt
",ie;l~'''' Rcsc.nch Council, Vlcmbc r ,of lh,' ' l., tf "f 111" Brooking; [nstitu ­
tiun, \\· ~ " h i n~ t () n . D, C.; Umini,t rJli,,' \"i,p1l1 ,il 1I ",,, n, " Hi.
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which Rhod e b la nd was organized, a:. were most of the
American colonies, in the form of a chartered company,
with a G over nor, Ikpll ty Cove rn or, ten Assis tants, and a
body o f deputies dlO"en by the freemen of the company , or
colon y. T he two points responsible for the Do r r outbreak
were the definition o f free me n and the apportionment of the
deputies. O n the first the char ter said nothing; it gave the
Ceneral Assembly fu ll powe r to ad mi t as f reeme n such
pe rsons as it saw fit. It was nut un til the ea rly eigh teenth
cen tu ry t hat a freehold qualification was established , and
the value of the required freehold was al tered fro m time to
ti me in order to keep pace with the vagaries o f colo nial cur­
rcncy, unti l in 1i9H it was stabi lized at $ t J ";'. O n the second
point the charter was far more specific ; it stipulated that not
mor e than six of the deputies shou ld be chose n frum ;'\ ew­
por t, fou r each from P rovid en ce, Portsmou th, and W ar­
wick, and tw o each from anv other town or cirv t hat the
Assembly migh t create, Th~ Dorr ites raised other objec­
tions-for example, the charter fai led to provide for an
indepcnden t j udiciary-c-bur t hey were brough t up simply til
strengthen the argume nt for constitutiona l change and not
because they we re t he source of any ma rked grievances.

T here was no d iffic ult y during the colonial period , nor
fur some ti me t hcrca ft er. T he charter , as the l Ior-r-in-, them­
-elves adrnir red, was a very liberal document fur its t ime ,
a nd its guvernmcn rnl provisions were adm irably suited t il
lhe commcrcial-agriculruru l socie ty of eighteenth cenrurv
Rhode l - Jnnd . Sn ."ati."faetury was it , indeed , that when
inde pendence came it was contin ued in fune hy general con ­
scn r, in spite of -omc misgivings about governing a free
Ameri can state hY:I documcur rece ived from a Hrirish king,
\ \' hat till:IlI~' produced genuine and tang ible disconte nt was
the industri:dil:tti ull o f R hude b land in the early part of
the niuc recnrh century . As the sta te turned its energies
murc and more to manufacturing, the non -landholding part
of the pop ulation increased steadily unt il hy ls ..;.n , just be­
fore the I ron- War. it consti tut ed a clear majority of the

who le . ' M oreo ver, the industrial growth took place almost
entirely in northern R hode b la nd, which meant that Prov­
idcncc County forged away ahead of the rest o f the state in
wealt h and po pulation. Hy 18'+0 the city of P ro v idence
al on e contained one- fift h of the inhabitants o f R hod e
Isla nd. But the representation in the Ccnera l Assemhly
remained as it had been fixed in IMi.\, (Jut of a ll re lationship
to the new cond itions that had come into existence. Thu-,
politi cal domination was in the hands, not me re ly o f a
minority o f the wh ole peopl e, hut of a m inority of the f re e
holders themselves."

T he first important attempt at polit ical refor m came in
the early 1820's and cul minated in the ca lling of a constitu ­
tionul conven t ion in 182";', which drew up a documen t em ­
bodying some mild readj ust r nen rs in re p resentation , on ly to
..cc it rejected by the voters. Fi ve years later a petit ion to
the leg isla tu re asking for extension of the su ffrage was
turned ove r to a co m mittee headed hv He n inmin I Iazard of
Xcwp orr, a -,urvivor of die-hard Fe;;kra li'sm , and was dis­
missed in extremely arrogant terms. After tha t the agita ­
tion was kep t alive hy a workingmen 's organi zation similar
til the Workingmen's Part ies that exis ted in ot he r sta tes at
this time, until o nce again it began to att ract wider sup pu rt.
By th e end of 1RJ.l the reformers fel t su fficien tly strong to
en ter state po li tics as an organized group kn own as the
Conctirutional Party .

At th is point T homas W. D on en tered the pictu re. H e
was a young man of good family and exce llent education,
whose position in R hode Isla nd society would ncrma llv
have placed him Oil the ron-crvarivc side . H e had, ho w-

, Th e hig hest nu mhcr of vot"s c.rst ill JllY clcrtion under thl" cha rter

W;l' ""llcth ing ove r ~:; Iln. The role o il t he Frccrn cn's Consuunion i n

\ l.m -Ii, 1>;.J. 2, w ith J hro J' !cr hUI ' lill !' Ill;wd , u tfr .1ge , W,H 16,702 .

I"he [Jo n part,\' cstiruatcd th e tota l nu mber of adult wh ite male citi zens at

,,I,,.,ul 2.'1 .0 11 0, .1 rc" ,o TlJhlc estimate in J rotn l £"'I' u]"t ;on Ilf 10 11 ,00 0.

" In I ~l l l nin etee n towns with 'l totalpopulation of 311,~ [~ e leeled Jj;

of thc 72 member s of t he H ouse of Rcprcscnmtives. T h l.'" number " f
freeholders in t he ' e" t n\l' l1 ~ W.1S Jh"ut l;(ln.
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Wh o 1ll..~1 inrllm..u~ l, ~"Id I h(" "" l"h (" ~ to Ihl" f) (I rrih' ~ , for OlfiC'e and
l"ol ili l"lIl P owC'r,

IA'I U~ not rr ward Traitors, bUI uith ju't indignation aba ndo n them
u .. l'i C'lI~' (i oal ," I.. t1,rir deMi",~forI"H·r.

Claarlu J ad r..... . Bamud F . M aD. "&.Ill.. F. S i.mmo.... Le m.. . l H . Anlold.
, '''''''''. l __. .--. _J,,": _

" n , 1"' 0' ''''' lh al vu..h "OInl'an i(ln~ lho\l ·,I~I .. nfold ;
.\ ..01 1'111 in r, .. t.' 1""...~1 hand .. "hi/,
Tn I• •h III" n .•ra l" naL.ed IhrOIlp;h I ' t' " 01'1 01 "

T h is cartnon otfen a ~lriling illustr at ion of the intensiu' of fedin);:
aroused n~ the D or r \\ 'ar. T he fou r men involved were ail prumincnr
W hig. JnJ Juring th.., rebellion haJ b..,..,n iJ..,ntitieJ with the I.a\\ an.l
(lr.ler l',lr!\ - in Ltrl, Simmons ,1, United Stat es ~..,n a l o r had ken ,'II

df..,cl il c "p;>~..,ml;ln in \\ ',,, hin/'(tol1 fo r Ih..,charter gm emmell! ,1Ihl ,\rll"ld
ha,1 !>t:..,n ,I member of the 'pecial r.o'" c rno r '~ Council creatcd I" a, iS! in
hath!litl/'( Ih.., cri,i,of I ~ ,l ~ . l n tll -4'i th cv nCCITlle insrrumen tal in " If,'rl ­
inK Dorr" fe, lea'e (rum pr isoll, J.,d~ ,,; h~'i t1 g t:1ene.! governcr ou a
"Libcration" lid<' t, "lhci r motive was not I",'.." (or Dorr " r his <au",', hut
el r",lliot ion lh,ll Dorr in pri'''Tl h,d much more popul.rr ,'pp t:a! lh,m he
wuuld J1.l 1' ~' »ut o{ it ,111<1 l hel l if he died thcrc-c- which his !-" KJ r health
ma.!e tllto re th.1I1 like'I,r-lhe rcsult.mt pub lic in,ligll,lt i"n would recoi l
,-l isa'troll,l:- UpOIl the \\' h i ~ " .\Iml "r t licir associates we re {ar I' KJ hiller
in their h,lt[e,! uf I)<JT r I" ,ll'prc<"i,ltc' thi, calru larion of po lit ical e x pe,licn,~

-hence the' "Fou r ' I"rait"rs,"

ever, a strongly ideal istic streak in his nature , which ap ­
pearcd in his championship of such cau..cs as aboli tion, bank
regulation , and public education as well as in his advocacy
uf con stitutional reform. Of his intellectual abilit v and
d ominating personality there can be 110 que..tion ; he inn­
riahly became the accepted leader and di recting geni us of
whatever movement he associated himself with. H e had
two maj or weaknesses, however , which ultimatel y led him
to disaster. H e persistently over rat ed his own strengt h and
underrated th at uf his opponents, and his mind had a doc­
trinaire st ubborn ness that made him unwilli ng to rompro­
mise or to consider any point of view but his own.

T he appearance of the Constitutional Party ala rmed t he
General Assemblv sufficientlv to induce it to 0 11 a constitu­
tional conve ntion "in 1834-, re~trieted to freeh olders and cal­
culated to accomplish as littl e as possible . T he meet ings of
thi s body were marked prin cipally by acrimonious clashes
between D on- and Benjamin H azard, with the X ewporter
accusing his antagonist of com mitti ng sacr ilege against the
founding fathers of Rhode bland by suggesting that their
in-tit urions could possibly be impro ved upon, After a few
fruitless ses~ions the con ve nt ion simply faded out of exist ­
ence without even the formality of ad journ ment. T he Con­
..ritutional Party then strugg led along ineffectuall y until
1837, unable to arouse an}' interest even am ong the non­
freeholders.

So far there had been not hing more t han prel iminary
..tirrings of discontent with the existing po litical order,
withou t enough force behind them ro make any serious im­
pression on the life of the state. Under the surf ace, how­
ever, pressure fur reform was increasing, and tht' presiden­
tial e lec tion uf 184-0 touched off the exp losion, First of all,
th e fanfare of that cam paign seems at last to have awakened
the non -f reeholders to the unpleasant fact that they , free
American citizens, were denied the right til votc , and sec­
')11 d ly, t he ove rwhe lming \\' hig victory convince d a good
man y Democra tic leader.. tha t rhcir party\- unly hope lay
in extension of the suffrage. It was not ju..t a coincidence
that the Rhude b land Sufl rugc Acsociatiou appeared

T.·aitors;FOllrThe
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short ly after the el ect ion, with a membersh ip far exceeding
in both numbers and zeal th at of any previous re form orga n ­
ization and a program demand ing an end of tn e cha rter and
the freeh old qualifi cation, with an undi sguised suggestio n
even then th at the sove reign people could ado pt th eir own
constitution if thcv want ed to.

In the face of thi s unexpected storm, the General .-\:-:-e rn­
bly resorted to th e Fabian tactics that had been :.-0 succc..sful
in I RJ4.. In February, 184.1, it called a conventio n of free­
holders for rbc foll owing Xovember, obviously in the hope
that by then the agita tio n would have subsided and the con­
vention would be able to duplicate the performance of its
futil e predecessor . But 184.1 was not 1834.. The suffrage
men contemptuously repudiated the proposed convention
and went straig ht ahe ad wit h rbe ir own plans. T o keep pub­
lic interes t at a peak. gigant ic parades and mass meeting..
were staged , with band s and bann ers, feasting and orato ry.
From these gatherings came a series of resolutions which
led to the summo ning , entirely without legal authority,
of a " People's Convention" to meet in O ctober, 184.1 ,
and draw up for the peopl e of Rhode Island their own
constitution.

Yet, while they Were thus preparing to defy established
au th or ity, th e suffrage leaders d id not give up trying t"
persuade tnl,: Genera l Assembl y ro give way. They met
with no ., UCCI:SS whatever. T he climax of their efforts carne
in :'\b. r . 184.1 , when Samuel Y. Atwell int roduced a bill
drafted hy I Jcrr- wh ich would have allowed the del egate.. ttl
the November convention to be elected bv all adult male
citizens of th e U nited States who had r~:,idt'd in Rhuc,k
Island fur two years and in thei r towns £01 ' three months.
The same grullp was to be eligible to vote on the rarificu iuu
of any cons ti tution that might he proposed. Atwell fo ug h t
nard fur the measu re. !,uim ing out tha t the only alternative
open til the people migh t wel l he a resort to violence, hut
he was [)CatCH In' a vote of fiftv- two to ten.

T here was, t he refore. not the -Iightcsr sign o f comprn
mise in the political atmosphere when the rime carne for the
People's Ccnvcurion tu assemble, Considering that th i:.-

THE I ~q T ~ o r '1'111-: DORR \\',\ K

body was proposing to give Rhod e Island a new constitution
whether the existing government liked it or not, its sessions
were surprising ly placid, perhaps bccn u-c few people really
believed th at the gathering would do anyth ing more th an
air th e contro versy all over again and perhaps pass a few
more resolutions. The mem bers, however, were completel y
in earnest about their work. In about three weeks they pro­
duced the " People's Const itution," a d ocument which, of
course, contained all the reforms the Suffrage Part y had
been clamoring for. I ts specific provisions are not especia ll y
importa nt , since they were not the cause of th e subsequen t
conflict. That arose from th e sripuln tio n that the constitu­
tion sho uld be submitted to the people who would be en ­
titled to vote under its terms, and if ra tified hy them,
should be decl ared to be in effect as the fun damental law
of R hode Island .

This referendum, held at th e end of December, showed
someth ing over !J,OOO vot es for rat ification . which accord­
ing to the Su ffrage Part}', was a clear ma jority of the people
of Rh ode Isla nd -c-i.e ., of th e ad ult while male cit izens.
T here is no way of \'erifring th is claim, since th e ballets
were never counted bv anvone el se. All that C:1I\ be said is
that . since there was no legal con trol ever the voting, the
oppor tunities for both honest error and fraud were exten­
sive. and , if the estimate that the total eligible electorat e
numbered 23,000 is accepted, the margin of safety was
slender. H owe ver, th e People 's Convention was satisfied;
.u a final session in mid -J anuary it an nounced that the con­
... rirution had been adopted bY :1 majority of the people and
was now in force.

l lerc was the rea l i-e-uc of the 1)orr War. T he Suffrage
Pa rt v maintained rhat tne Revolution had transferred
sovereignty {rum the British Crown to the peop le of Rhode
Isla nd and rhar the people had the right to exercise that
sovere ignty by :ldupting a constitution whenever and in
whatever manne r they saw tit. T he consent of the cstab ­
li-hcd governmen ta l au thorities tu this process was not in
the least necessary. T he people were free to act entirely by
the mselves, and, once ther had expressed their will, their
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deci ... ion was to be accepted quietly and without que .... rion. It
sounded very pln u....iblc in theory, but in practice tht: doc­
trine was open to ..erious objections. l r ignored the vcrv
vital bet that con .... ritution ... arc intended ru protect minor­
itics ju... t as much a, to carry out the desire... of the majority.
Jf the majority wa... all that mattered hen: would be no need
for a con... tirution-c-indced, it would be utterly meaningle-e-,
..incc any con...rituticn that might be adopted could he re ­
placed as arbitrarily as the Dot -rites proposed to replace the
charter. :"-l orco\'(:r. the doctrine that the sovereign people
:an cha.ngc r~eir in... tirutions at any time by simply signify­
IIlg their desires could he. a... President W avland of Bro wn
pointed out , extremely dangerous in the h~nds of unscru ­
pulous individuals. All that would be neccssarv to seize
control of a government would be to hold one of t h e~
informal plebiscites, declare that a majori ty had been sc­
cured. and muster a ..ufiicienr ar-med force to nuke the claim
good.

T he full implication- uf thi:- theory did nut become ap ­
parent immediately after the proclamation that the People 's
Consrirurion wa... in effect, becau-e it still remained tu be
-ccn what reaction ... would cumc from the Genera l As-c mblv
and the Freeholder:- ' Convention. In the legislature at·
tempts were nude by Atwell and otbers ro have the People ...
Con..titur iun formal ly adopted, ur at least re ..ubmittcd to

the voter... in n legally authorized referendum , hut the~

were overwhelmingly de feated. T he Freeholder...• ("011 ­

venrion , however, was more deeply impressed with the need
for doing ...omcthing. It had Illet ill Xovcmbcr , sti ll re..o­
lurc ly agailbt cxrcu ... ion uf the suffrage hut vaguely d i...
rurbc d b~ · tnt: eviden t change in the politica l atmosphe re .
and , after a mon th of indecision , it had adjourned un til Feh­
t"uar} to await de\,cll)prnellb. Apparentl } the I k·ce rnhl' r
lxd lnting . unufficia l and du hiuu... a... it had hee n. h:ld COIl ­

virlCt'd the deh:gah:" that the citade l of fr eeh old "llffragl·
could no lunge r he ddended ; when the gat ht:ring re:-Ulmod
uperation ... in Febr ua rr, 18-1- 2, it turn ed out wirh amazing
celerity a cun"t itut iu!l, the l: reemen .... Cun" ti tutiun. remark­
ahly !ti mila r to t he document pruduced by D urr 's adherent!>.

It was a litt le less libera l than the Peop le's Constitution, in
rbar it retained the land holdin g qua lification for natu ra l­
ized citizens and irs provisions for redistribution of the leg ­
islature were weighted rather- more heavily in favor of the
small towns, but the di fferences were trivial . Essentiall y,
the opposition of the freeholders rc political reform in
Rhod e I..land had collapsed.

Unfortunately, the long controversy had aroused feel­
ings that could not he quieted overnight, I l ad the legis!a­
turc or the Freemen's Convention given any hint of a will ­
ingness to make concessions a little earlier, the troubles of
184-2 could casilv have been forestalled, hut in February it
W:1" too late. T he Dorr faction would not accept the Fr~e ­
men's Constitution. It could not vcrv well denv that the
sovereign people of Rhode Island cou ld adopt a c~nstitution
in :'\b. rch to replace the one ther had adopted in j anuary­
one of the awk ward features of the D orr theorv-c-but it
could and did in..;... t that thi .. document wa.. infcr;or to the
Peop le' .. Constitution and therefore should he rejected.
I Iorr ".. following was ..till po tent enough to achieve this
end; the Freemen '..Con-tirution wa.. turned down bv a vote
of 80 IJ to R689. .

T his victory wa- the apex of I )orr' s power ; it was abo his
me-r ...erious blunder. l ' p to rhi ... time rhc Suffrage Part y
had had an excellent ca-c . It had been a"king redress of
genuine grievance.... and ir-, threat to cha nge the go vern ment
of the ..tare br a di rect ap pea l to the people could he justified
bv rhe "h..rinatc rc fu..al of the freeholde r.. to ... urrcnd er all
i,;ta of their privilege.... :'\0"'" the threat had tina lly ta ken
effect and had wru ng- fro m the freemen a con ..tirution grant ­
ing llIo:--t of the de ... ired reform". I f 1Inr-r had had more
-cn-c of politica l expediency, he woul d han· let the Frel' ­
lllen\ Con"titut ioll gu into d fecr and c,HlCentrated rhere­
aftl'r OJ1 ge tti ng l"!lJ1tr'I I,) f the lIew go \"el"ll lllen t hy mea ns of
lh e lihera lized ... llffrage. Il is deci ... ioll tl) in... i"t UplHl carr r ing
out his uwn doctrine... co"t him the hulk of hi.. pllpu lar "up­
port, heC<lll'-e in the ~()her ... tWlIll thought " foll owing the
de feat of the 1: l"ee rnen'-. Comtit ution , the people o f Rhod e
bland ..aw what unlr a few ()f them had perceived earl ier .



battle for control of the state and to take side~ accordingly.
When his legislature disbanded , I}orr left the state in an
endeavor to repair his declining fortunes at home by ap ­
pealing to his sympathizers elsewhere, principa lly in Wash ­
ing toll and New York. III Washington he received lit tle
hut kind word- from the I}emocrat~ in Congress, mainly
because the Southerners dis liked his extreme theory of pop­
ular sovereignty, which, if applied in their own states,
would weaken the domination of the planter class, In New
York , on the other hand, T am many I Iall gave D crr glow­
ing assurance." of support in the event that Federal troops
were used against him.

Forti fied hy this promise. he returned to Rhod e b land
III try, hy force if neccssary, til cstahli~h the People's Con ­
stitution, l ie failed completely. ( lilly a few rabid partisans
<rood by him, first in the abortive attack on the State Arsenal
in Pro vidence Oil the night of M ay 17, and a month later in
the gathering of the suffrage forces at Chepachet, a weak,
disorganized , and dispirited assemblage , which produced a
wholly unwarranted panic among the law-abiding citizenry
but which disintegrated t:\TII before the "tate troops moved
against it. I n his own eyes IlU!T was not engaged in rebel ­
linn, l Ic believed tirmlv, and he continued to believe to the
end of hi~ days, that the People's, Constitution had bee n
legally adopted and that he was the rightful Governor of
Rhode Island,

This attitude was rc-ponsihle for the last grea t mistake
of the ~uffr:lgc Party. T he freeholders had tinally acquired
wisdom, and even although they had triumphed uvcr Dorr,
they realized that the future peace of the state called for a
more liberal [cu-m of govcrnmcur. I n j unc, 18'+2, the Cen ­
crn l A...scmb!v called a new con-titutionnl convention , this
time with full recognition of the principle of cxtended suf ­
frage. T he Suff rage Part y might han' gut control of rhi-,
hudy, ~inrc \t could count on the \'otes of a gOllli many
pcup1c who sympathized with Dcrr"s ubjectivc-, but nut
with the idea of attaining them by force, Instead , following
the advice of its leader, then in exi le in Xcw l lumpshirc,
the party decided to remain (ulllpkteir aloof, on the ground

4~ I<H()[)fo. 1~r."\~J) III STORY

that the l'cople' , Constitution cou ld bard lv he put into
effect without f()rcil~ly ()\·el-throwing the ch'arter g O\'Crrl ­

m~nt, It wa- one thIng to march in a suffrage parade, but
quite another to take part ill a rebe llion and when in mid ­
April P resident T yle r indicated that, although he wou ld
not interfere in Rhode Island's do mestic affairs unless it
became absolutely nl'ccssary, he would suppo rt the existing
government in the event of violence break ing out , Dorr's
adherent:' fell away perceptibly. For Dorr and those who
stayed with him, the CllUN~' rhev had chosen had to be fol ­
lowed to irs conclusion. In the f~ce of the so-called "Alger­
inc Law," which imposed severe penalties for part icipating
ill unauthorized elections or taking office in an unauthorized
government, an election was held under the P eopl e's Con ­
stitution on April 1R, 18-1-2, Dorr being chosen governor
wit hout opposition, On .\ b.y J the inaugural cere monic-,
were held, on a dismal dav in an unfinished foundrv on
D orrance Stree t, with the rain leaking throug h the ru~f on
the wou ld-be builders of a new government. Strangely
enough , the charter authorities made nu attempt to inter­
fere , probably thr'lugh unwillingness til precipitate a clash
of whose outcome thcv were stil l uncertain. T heir inaction
was so marked that ~t seemed perfectly feasible fur the
People 's Government to take possession of the State l Iouse
and archives in Providence, a step which might have given
it a better cla im to recognition as the legal government of
Rhode Island. I Iowc vcr, in spite of 1}or r's urgings , the
Foun d ry I .egislnrurc refused to sanction any vigorous ac­
tion. It fritt ered away rhrcc days in meaningless trivialities
and then disbanded, whereupon the old govenuncnr recov ­
ered its position unopposed .

Rhode Is land by thi~ time was split into two grllUp~ hased
on the local issue, the .'-'uffragl' Party and the "Law and
O rder" Party. Each counted hurh \ Yhigs and Democrats
in its ranks, hut in gcncrnlthc \Yhigs, as one would expect,
favored Law and Order, while the Suffrage Party had a
st rongly 1rcmocratic complexion . T here was, in conse ­
quence, a tendency outside Rhode Island to interpre t the
controversy in the simple terms of a Whig- Democratic

T H F I~~ lq ,~~ OF -nn: [)()RI< \\' ,\1< "
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th at R hode lslnnd a lreadv had a const itution. T he new con­
vcntion , conseq uently, was exclu sive lv a L aw and O rder
affai r, with the result th at its handiwork , the present CO II­

sti tu tion of Rhod e Island , close lv resemb led the Freemen's
l~O! I "t itu t i oll of the preceding February. T he suffra ge pru~
\ 'N onS were approxima tel y the sa mc , where the conse r va ­
tivc influence mad e itself felt was in the organ ization of rhe
new State _. ' nate 011 the basis of one senato r to each citv and
town, an arrange men t which effectivelv preserved the
sma l l- to wn domination that had grow n up under the char­
ter. Even after this constitutio n had been dulv rarified bv
the expanded el ectorate, Dor r an d some of h'is ad herents
refused to recognize its validity because it had bee n ap ­
pro ved only by a maj ority of th ose vo ting and no t bv a
majority of the whole people. It was a hopeless la"t-di'tch
stand. For a ll practical purposes the cont est ended with the
adop tion of the new constit ut ion, except for rhe final Hurrv
of excite men t invoked in the tri al, conviction , and -ub-c­
qu cnt libe rat ion of I )orr himse lf.

I )" rr 's fai lure to e..tabl i..h the Peopl e's Constitution
... houl d nut obscure the fact that hi" movement d id actuall v
achie ve it... ba... ic objective - except in the matter of renppor­
rion men r of the "tate legislature. T hat R hode bland wn..
brought to th e verge of civil war in the proce», was a regre t ­
table and unn cces-a rv feature fur which bot h ..ides we re
nh out equa ll y to blam'e. T he d i..putc could en..ily have been
-c rrled ..hurt of rh.ir point , ..incc it was not, it W :b j ust a­
well th at I Iorr- !,."t . I f he had succeeded , his th ccrv uf d irect
popular action might han : galJ1ed enoug h prest ige to rind
a place in Am erican pol itical thought, and it i.. d itiicult t il

"el' how it could have conmburcd nnything but instabilit y
to th e democrati c prores.. of gnvcrumeur. Whar he wa..
invokin g was, Iundamcurally, the right of revolution, and
condi tions in Rllilde lvlund in I R'+2 wen: far from requiring
.. 0 drn...tic a remed y,

T he Revolutionary Cor respondence of

Nathanael Greene and John Adams

II)' Jh: R ~I I A R lJ K~ OI. I. E~IH: R( : '

For twelve yea rs I have been reading eve ry lett er I can
lind bea ring un t he American Rev olution, writt en bet ween
October, I iiJ , when word of t he new Brit ish T ea Act
reached Am erica, and :'I.Jar, 177 8, when Congress learned
of the signing of th e French All iance. Am ong these letters ,
in military affairs, the correspon de nce of X arhan ael Greene
and J ohn Adams" during the cri tica l yean; of 1776 and
1777 is outstanding.

Throughout the period of the correspondence Greene i-,
kn own to han: enjoye d Washington's specia l friend sh ip
an d con f idence. Again and again th e vie ws expressed
bluntl y, even vehemently, by Greene in his letters to Adams
were, at about th e same time, hin ted or expressed with more
reserve by W ashi ngton in hi~ letters to e th er-s. Considering
the relationship betwee n G reene and W ashingt on, I think
th at Washi ngton probably enco uraged the correspondence
as a means of bri ngin g views, which he sha red , forcefully
ro Adams' attention.

T he cor responde nce numbers 21 letters in a ll , but three
of these have never come to light . Of the 18 letters wh ich
have been located , four have not been publ ished pre viously,
and in many of the remaining letters certai n portions, large
and small, were omitted when they were pr inted.

l :'>1 ,. Kno ll ~n btr ,o: i. libr ..;.n "f r~ l~ L·n i, . .. il)' , lI . fo . ~ . ..u", in,o: In.t pOOl h ~ ".,
, p. o",in~n l ~ .w York l>" ,"~r. I{ ~ i. Ih~ ."Ih' .r " I lI ',t, h ' ~ lla ~ ,tn.l/h.. R... ·olu/ion ;
.-1 Ru~pr,t J JdI , (;,t l n , Co~.",)', ,t"J Th .. C.n"~'n',tI I: ong"'H ( S~w Yo,k . 19~O).

\I , . K " oll en btr ,o: dioc". ... .! t h.. <;...."'·Ad,m. c" " e. p" " de"'e .t • ""-"Iin " "I the
It llOde hbnd Jl i,turi, . l s,,<; <"l ~' in I~ ~J .

' S, t h.n'~J {j , ...."e ( lj~~·lj~6), burn .,t ]" '1" " " ,,," 1 in w ." " i, k, R, I ., wh<f~ hi .
t.,!!"" .nd brol h .. "pcr.l.d " f"'''' .".1 ,o:r;O[ ",i ll. 11,' ",u .ppoin ted I" comm.nd
,h . Rh"d , hi and l r,,"'p' in M.~", 177" .nd ,;, ".ck, l..ll', "." .•pp,,;nuJ , j"ni",
h, i" .d i<r l'en cr .1 by Ihe C,ml in e"I . 1 {"u" , re...

' J uh n Ad .m, (l iH. U26). dole p tc fr"' " \I.....'hu.rlh 10 t he C"ntin,nl,1 C,,,,·
" e" . " " d "co"d pr<,i den l " I the l · . s, ..\1 llor lime "I th .. " " " ', p" n dencr he "a,
rq u deJ .. Ihe oUBt ."dinl' :-'· c"" l. n,o: l. n d mcn,h-cr "f l ·" n' ''·.. . "".I dur ing pHt "I
tl" I,,,, , h . " .. ,h.i rm ." cd th e r"n ,o: r~ .. i"n.l 11,,,,, .1 "I W...nJ O, d n, n cr ...
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T u a citizen of the 20th Century, one of the most striking
a~pects (If the correspondence of the Ameri can Revolut ion
is t hc fre edom with which mi litary ()ffiCl: r~ c()rrc ~p() l1 dcd

with members of Congress and other civilians uhour mili­
tary aff airs. M at te rs wh ich military censor ship and present
codes of ethi cs would exclude fr um comment were then
disc ussed with the utmost candor in C real Britain and

''In ,lIll .... r .1"11' " " \1 _. \<.1 " " , Ill' L IUlI :K I 'I ' ·\ K'r

, ',,,,, ,, ""1 ..LI.,,,,, 1/,',.,." i.,1 """. i,1\

America alike. I t g ues with out saying that (;rt:ene \ ethics
in opening a correspo ndence o n military affairs with Co n­
gressman Adams an: rc he judged by I Ht h, not 20th, Cen­
tu ry standards.

I han: found no rcr urc[ of when the two men became
acquainted. Presumably they met when Adams returned
to his horne in Braintree, M assachusetts, during an ad j ourn ­
ment of Congress in August, 1775.

G reene, at the opening of the first series of letters un
M ay 26, 1776 ,' was stationed ncar New York City. Adams
replied promptly, hut the letter has been lust. Greene wrote
again on J une 2, 1776" and Adams replied on J une 22 ,
1776. " Letters were excha nged once rnorc, Greene writing
un J uly 1+, 1776' and Adams on August +, 1776.' There­
upun this section of the correspondence was terminated , pos­
sibly by heavy demand on Greene's time after the severe
American defeat at the Hatti e uf Long Island on Aug ust 27.

At any rate, the correspondence was resumed, by Greene,
un M arch J, 1777, with a letter" in which he comments
adversely uu Congress's action in the Lee" atlair and in
recently passing over Arnold" in the promotion of general
officers.

Perhaps nothing has more frequently been quoted to

prove the alleged lack of judgment, of Adams in particular
and of the Continenta l Congress in gene ral, than Adams'

' l' ubli,h<J ill tu ll in {; e<>q r,· W..h ing lOn G reene' . /.ii,' "I S,ltli,,",ul (;"'u~<

( :--..w Yurk, lXil). II , +20-1 1, I'.rein, ft" cil« 1 as ( ; r~..tl (" ' . G".m,'. T " «'n,<n<
P"P"'. l~ll < ro "h id, h"H o~e " print~.1 ' ub' l>n, i,d h ' in f,1I1 d"·"j,,,u ",e n<>1
,,'pr j" I<J ), ~ ,e ,

' C ,~~ ,,< " (;","e, II. +2 1-2 , .
' l' u b li, h~.1 in Tlu 11'", ." "i 1.h ..l./~ "' " Ch . rl,·. F.,,,r;' ..\ .1."" ' , ,'.1. l lln'l"",

I ~'\I."') , I X, " d2-; , lwr<i" ./I<r cil<J.O .-\.1.",, ', 1I"" ,k,.
' l;f<(""e'. &,,,.,. ,,<, II, "2; ·2~.

" AJ . mo' 1I"0, k" 1. 1q·n.
" G rr~n~', (;, a,, ~, I, 3H·l'l.
" Ch.r1~o I..e~ (1 i3 1 . l i~ 2 ) , ",.jn, ~t'n~r" l, " ," at lhi, ,im,'. p, i",,,", "I II"" " ,,1

.'\ <" Yo,k . lh b>d " ,ill<" ' 0 Cun~ ,,·'" .,king Ih ' l " ,,,,,"n; l[{',' 0< '~"l ,,, w nier
"i lh h im .nd t h ~ 110,, <0. C'''' lt '~'' Jed;n<J 10 ,I" ''' ' . ".1 (; " Tll e "bj,·<!,·.1, ' ''' i" l' i,
""ul.1 d.. "0 h..", . J'" ",. tt~, " h ... L« ' , .1,·,ig tl. ", i~ ) ' l he.

n H. ne J id A, n<> lJ ( 1 7 + I. l ~OI) , til< l, ail M. 0 " F<-b rLl ,IT ~' 14, I - -~ , C" n p <" p''' ­
"'''1 ~.1 Ii" b,iJ(JJ i<" 10 J11 .ju, ,<n".Io , .11 ,.f tI " '!ll ju"i"" in ",nk to Am',] .1.
\ , ,,, '[.1 ".• , I" ,i"u" W"bjn ~t" " ubj<d<J, h"l {'""~".,, ("l'L,;"~,[ ,1"" t '" n n« , i"ll'



x. Greene

" Suh. un t i. lty c"m pt... in (; , er'n. ' , (;,un r, I, 162_61,
'~Th,o Iwo lolle" >re in p,i ",le h.nd.,
" tk "j ,,,,,in l. i' I<-"I" (I ~ 11·1 ~ 10), m"j ". general.
'".fu ,,'ph W ' T1 en ( 17-4 1_17 7 ; ) . Il" j" , ~,·"u,l , kill od at 1I",.d', Hill.
'" RichH d ~l o n lg"m. ,)' ( 17 l s.1i i ; ) , b,ig.di.. g.n.. ~l. kill.d "I Qu..bec.
" Hugl. ~l..,er (c . 172'.17i7), brig.die, ~<Il<.. I, bl,Il" " ounJeJ ,1 B.<ulc ,,'

I',incel"n,

On April 13, 1777,'" Greene again wrote Adams. T wo
later lett ers from Gr eene to Adams, about to be quoted,
indicate that Adams answered Gr eene's letters of April S
and 13 ; the Adams lett ers have never been found, however.

O n M ay 2 and on M ay 7/ 6 Greene wrote Adams as
follows:

I am more and more alarmed el"er~' Jay of my life at th e local p repara­
lions making in the several States for their own defence, in such a sjtua­
rion as we are in. surrounded with im,lgin.tr,' · and real gri el'anccI,---ebim,
nude bv cue Slale, anJ rcfu;.cJ h, anuth~'r. ,\ Ien at the head uf a lTair'
full of caprice and humours, poisoned with little prej udiccs and conceited
of thei r own importance, can easily throw the whole empire' into .1 CO I1­

vulsion, unless there is some seasonable check provided to silenc e those
li ttle di fference s in their inhncy. H uman nature is capable o f those ebul­
lilio", of foll,I', and prudence dictates the nccessitv of providing against
them . l t is m,l' opinion, there ough t not to be an:<' standing troops bUI
what are on the Continental establishment.

Believe me to be, with sentiments uf regard, ,,'uur most ohed ient, and
«'r,\' humble servant,

.',RF.\ ·OLUT IOX :\ RY CO RRESI'O XDE:"CE

Morris T o\\'n, \ b y 2J, 177 7
Dear Sir

Your favor of April 22.:1 came to hand a few day. since. Gener.11
Lincoln " is deservedly acqui tted from any blame Ifur his de feat 011

:\ pril 13 1. It is as yuu observe imp'-,.,sible to guarJ against th e intrigue, of
the T or ies and the negligence of the militia. H owever I hope with :<'OU
rhar few such surprises will take place.

I moot sincerely lament the gre..t inattention and indi ffer ence th "t
appe ars among the troops in general about the rec ruiting lhe army. I have
in hopes that a better spirit will prevail soon, If not I hope that drafti ng
from the militia and exempting all those from the m ilit ia service that pm­
cures a recruit will gu near to fill the army. If not we mull supply th e
defect b~' more ";gilence, aCli"ity and spirit.

T he monuments .I'OU arc erec ting to the memory of the great heroes
\\" arr en ,' · :'I-!Onl goT11 ery ,' '' and :'I- Iercer"" wi ll be a pleasing circumsl:JnCe
to the arm:' in general, and, at the same t ime. a piece of justice du e to th e
hr.n 'ery of lhe unfortunate generals. T hese things arc attended w ith hut

!
(

.I,,'ad,· h"d h ' " m"j", ~ .n.r>h, II w>o on. " f 11. . ri,,1 .,'en l. emh i l f",i n~ ,-\,,1<,1.1
'nw,,, d Ihc Cn ng , e",

'· ,\d"",' Il"ork " r. 2MI_6.. . wh. , . tl.e fi," para s-"ph i. " ",i 'Io'd, "l'lIi. p,".~' Jr ll
'cad" "I h.d la, 1 ""',, i"l1 th e plc• •u,e " I YOUr> of \ l . " h ~ h,· .''' ur h,,, t l1," (" wh"",
in hi, hu';" ,'" in th is pbce 1 .1.. 11 g i"c .U th e a"i'lan, . i" Ill.'· I'"" ,'t. I" wh",c
h,'., Ihe h"l la'''e ,,I It'l''' '' li,", 1 <3n ' l O>)' , hut ,I 1 :lIn in ,1,,1., in I"" !I' ,,{ numh""
il mm' I.,' he" " " , ,,, me " f m," "'miU, ,,, •• I,.H ,,, i"-drrie d ,"

" c" ."",,', r;" U M, I, J60 -62 , f", Ih, ' firot 1" 0 p," :t!!,apJlI; ,h. I.<, t ,,,,, _,'" fw ,"
th. "'igi nJI in p,i l'"l e hand.,

"I'hiJip J "h " ';'dlu )I . , (1 - 1 ;.I MI"l, Il",j" , ~ ,·"c,. l. I' u",ti" I",'," h"J j"'1 'UP",·
'cueu h im ., .om m. nd ,', of fhe :>;"llhe , n n 'p"lm cnl,

G eneu ! ~chuyler" is going to Congress armed w ith rhc imperial cohorts
uf :-.: , York to support t he assertion that the nurthern opc r.nions depend
entirclj llpun his being con ti n ued in couun.md. .-\ J i'pH, ionat e iny uiry
perhaps mnv conl' illce you of his insolence , If not , it will atlord you an
opportunitv to convince the state of X . York that the salvation of Xonh
Amer ica don't depend un the poli tical sentimen ts of .\ lhJn;.' WU11l ,1-. Gen­
eral Schuvhr thin ks with me that it will be exceeding d ifficult if no t tnlall y
impo,;,:ihle for th~, enem:<' to penetrate by the wa: ' of T'icundc roga. H e
also think s if the en<' I11 Y push up the Xort h River it will afford us t he
tincst opportunirv lU ru in t hem we can wish, nol w ith !tanJing it 1I1 a.l'
prol' e distre, _,ing 10 that stale,

-til RHODE ISL;\:\, D H IST O RY

suggestion , in his rep ly of M arch 9, 1777/ " rhat the general
officers be elected ann ual ly. If Adams had meant to suggest
the advisabi lity of Congress electing an entirely new set of
genera l officers each year, th is would, indeed, have been a
foolish couceprion. But thi s was not what Adams suggested,
Greene had stated , in his letter of J une 2, 1776, that he,
or any othe r uffice r who set any value on his honor, must
resign if a j unior were promoted over him , Adamst sug ­
gestion was obvious ly direct ed toward s that partic ular point.
By establishing in ad vance that there was to he a re-consid ­
erarion of the appointment of general officers each yt:ar,
Congress ( which was the executive as well as the legis­
lature ) could d rop or demote a general office r without
humi liat ing him und uly.

In the lig ht of Greene's remark , Adams' suggestion was
sensible, which Greene himself seems to have recognized,
since in his succeeding letters to Adams he made no further
ment ion of the point.

Greene wrote to Adams again on April 5, 1777, Part of
the letter has been printed previously ; '" the rest is printed
here for the tirs t time :
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"', \ rtl,ur l.~~, \ l.lJ, (1-41'_I~'I2), ",,,,,'.1 ill Od " t>.." 1"-'" ,"'" "j ,I""" " ,,,,,,, i
, i " " ~ ,, 10 "<~"li,'lr" tr~,'I," "ill, Frome<,

")"1,,, 111" 1''' ,' '' 1<' (1~22-1~"2), Hriti,h ~"lll" '.r ",,,,,,,,,.,lil1~ II", I"" ,·, b",,'J ,,"
(',,,,d ..,

""GlI)' C,rI~t<J" (1~24_1~IJX), tinl 11 ", ,,,, lJu"hr.tct . Brili , ]. ~""""I,
""V,,,,,,,,,t Si, W ,lIi, ,,, II " ,, ~ ( 1-24,1 XH- ), H, it i. h ,om",.nd." i" ,'\""'ri..,,
"' H" ruli" (;o'e. (c, 1~2 ~,I XIl~1. ", ..j", l'en",I, ,h..irmHl "I Ill<' Bu,n J uf W H . "".

observe by D r. l,cc""" lcUcr (" IIi, hruthcr that Burgu,' IlC
Z' i, n,

altack Huston. I'he tr<KlpS rl'lll aining '" long at X cw po rt scents to favor
this opinion.c-c time onl}' on unfold their future inrcmions. I ubseTle,
!'y sume bte re,,"oll.', of l'ongrc>s, thc,l a rc in {l'M for T'iccu.Icrcg.r. If
Cae lcron'" comes OH'r the lakes with a vic\\' of penetrating into thl'
country. G ou cral H owc' " must n., bound IJP the Xorth [H uds cn] Rivcr,
not withstanding all his threats and preparations for Ph iladelph ia.

Pray hal-e a lill ie patience with us here. I knoll' you are tired of en'luirc­
ing after ne ws from (hi, army. I hope soon to be in ,I condition to mah·
some movement .

Itl)un,1 Br' Mlk, \ l ay 7th, I i i ;

Il ea r ~ir

Yours of the 27th oCAprill am to ,lcknowlc,lge, I c.uinot concur with
you in scntimeut because the l'nem,l' did nOI go 10 PhilaJ el phia la;t Decem­
hcr that they ),aJ no inkntion then O! sincc of going there. [ani of
"pinion if the En emycould have .eot »vc r the Delawa re immcdiatclj after
our , \rm~' crossed it, it would h.rcc been agreeable tu their wishes. 11.1,1
t hcv etfecred it before th l, j 'll\cti"n of our forces under Gener,ll L~e and
(iC' ne ral G .l t e s ~ ; the consequences m igh t have been disagrccahle. T he
attempt was dangerous, the chains of communication from Br unswick
heing I'cr~' e xrensivc for t hc number of t heir troop> to maintain, and ycr
I cannot think ;ul,,,ttolll thev had m uch to fear from Pen nsvlvania or X C"
j crscj-.

G l'ne r"l I I ( , \\' ~ has l" ' l the n""t fa,orablc "f'p',rtunity thi; .pring uf
des trov ing U', pl'rhap, t hat he will h.ne , I i.l J hl' marched for I' h ila,lclr hia
JS soon ,IS thc season opened . he m ight han' performed ;t with less th;ll<
nne half the furcc nlTt""r,I' toacfonl /,li,t. it now. ";ueh a >lwke before til<'
(or mation of o ur .uurv, might have gin'tJ us a dl'a,lI." woun d-c--bv rct.nd­
ing our prepamtions for some months, incr"hinl( thO' tl)ry l'",it;un aid
,kpril'ing us of Ill.'ny I'alu"ok ,lor~l_

Y<t U ',l~' ~o"r "pini"n is "f no clllbnlul'lKe tl) thl' comincru, all,l .""lJ
;lr", ),apP,I' rh.u it i, nut. YI)U .hl,\' lu.I ,I'OU conceived t!l" nmJul'l "f ,,"r
,HlIl.", "r the Jcfen<c' ,'gain>t th" oper"t ;on~ of t),~ ellclll,'". Jcp~)\,j",1 in ,It\'

,1"l(re(' upun ~'<tu.,nlll ,hou l,! nl>t hJI~ contl'nll'.1 ~'uursl'lf "i th '\Jch ""gu,'
,.,mJe\,\urc<, I "m ,II a I"" lO ..onn'il'e ,"'I'r ml'aning, ,\n' not th~ miliur:

Yours ,ilKerel,I,
x. (;reenc

•••••

littlc elp",n,,,,, and have great in fluence. I would beg leave Iu proP'»l'
ano ther specie s of honor (I) animate the li,-jog to great and wort hv actions,
Patriotism is a g loriuus pr inciple, but !Ie'·..,r refuse her the ncccssuy aid•.
Let J number of medals be struck, of difi'crunt figures emblcmaticnl of
great actions, w it h J mo tto cxprc,sivo: of the same. T h es" I11cJah to he
pn:scntcJ by the Cungrn s to such of t he ,,/lieers .IS shall perform SOme

grea t and noble actv--epeciried by some previous res"l ution fur that pur·
fX>$c.-thc officer that clai ms it to wcar it as a mark of disrincrion due to

his merit. T hese will be .1 species or honours att ended w it h no cxpcnS<'.
and at the same t im e have great influence. T he;. will also serve to fix the
honnors of the army, de pendent upon t he dignity of Cong ress ; and I can­
ccivc it an object ur great importance to un ite the wishes of the arm,\" wit h
t he vie ws of Congress.

Doctor Lenr urd ' " of C onnect icut who was chaplain to t he artillery last
cam pa ign o ffers his service again in the arti ller~' departlllent. T here will
he several regiments this ye ar, T he,l' ,1(1' commonly detach t to di fferent
brigades alld divisions of the ar my. T he d,x:to r thinks he can serve the
whole. Rllt he cannot think of e~gageing in the sen' ice unless there is a
more ample pr ovi, ion ma de th an at presen t. If the doctor would an swe r
fo r the three rcgi lnent, he would mer it some cx traordin arv al1O\\'J,nce,
H e thinks his services will deserve the pay of a L t Col uf the train . I f ,m )
man de'ern< it the docto r docs. H e engaged earl,l' in the a rm~' and has
bee n in dcfatig.rblc in the duties of his stat ion , In a word he has done
en'r~' thing in his powl'r both in and out of his lim' of dut,\' to promote
the g'lKld of the service. T he ckrg,\' are lila>! certainly useful and necC'ssar~'

in the arm,l' anJ ought to be dcccmly provided for, It is G eneral Knoxes-"
op in ion and w i, h t hat the doc tor may be appointed to the office of chap­
bin for t he wh ole ar tillery of this div ision of the army. You will please to
consider of the p r"p r i e t ~' of the measure.

J conc ur with ~Oll in wllI illlent as to the proprietv and necessity of
t.rxat ion. H ad this measure been ado pted in X . E. instea,1 of attempting
!lJ regulate thc prin', uf thing, it would have had ., 11l 1lCh beltcr eflcct.
Yuu ma~' rclv on th<: arm ," in !<l'ncTal and me in particular doing everj
thing in our I",, \,.'r to .rid and as; ist th<: Cong ress in carr,l in.': ill t" t ~ecut iun
,',"er,I' nec''''ary resolve as Iaras our influe nce extend"

T he c""ml' ha l'e dest rovc d our SlOH'S at l Jmburv ill C onllect icut- {o r
once girc lhl:rn credit for ~ bold rnauoucvrc. I thil;k thl'y h;IH' paid dear
for thc attempt. It is supposed their I"" ill kil1d, II<HmJ,',1 an,! pr;; ­
oners emn..)l hc Ie" t han 600 ,

" ,>, bi,' l L" .." ,,,,l ( I ~ .. " -1~"~) "j W ""J>t",k, l'UI1 I1 <' l ieul ; 1I"f\ ," J l'.. 1I~1'< ( 1~ i 'I ),
.-\, 11" .,>, , \ 1,; l' , i l1 « 'I" " (1777), D,ll, ; .h,pbi" ,'I lhe .i,'~. uf 11<" 1" ,, "itb G",,,,, ..1
Pu tn , m '. lTd R"l'i"",,,,, "ith l'olo,,~1 Dtl rkce ', rCl/,,,,,,,,1 .., ,\;"" Y",k in .'>'pril,
1776, , 1 Bnl'~ " !le il'h...."d I' ..ulu, H <> ok u" ti l " ,id -Sep"'lllh«, ,,,J L,t« ..I F"rt L ,,(,
,,,,d "' ill, W ,.hi nl/loll t h, oul/h :--ew .1«"')' "hue h ~ ""pl'ed ill tl,,' h.mln "j Trml""
and !' , in' et"'" ,

"' H.n,y K.nox (17;iJ_I~ 1161, Ill"i,,' l/~"<f"l .IlJ "'''''''') "f " ,n , ..\t tl,,' tilll~ '"
I),i. )rtl" he " ... a b,ir~di~r ren",t in ,harl'< " I t h~ .rlil1"..
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operations entirely under th., dircnion of Congress? H ,ll e you nol ~IJ till'
information that we hJI"C respecting the encmvs for ce and ours! .\fl' ~'Ull

nOI acquainted with the enemy's motions. and of ours ~Iso. as carlv JS
possible! Arc .I·OU not as deepl.\" interested in the consequences of lhi,
dispute as anyone man in AmericJ! H J I'" nol your constituents ,1 right
to expect you'll givc your counsel in "I-"ry instance when il may be USdll1~

Would yuu persuade me .\'ou are insensible uf the wcigb t Jllll intlucncc
your opinion hath in ,111 public measu res? Under allthese ccnsidcr.nions,
how am I to conceive your opinion is of no consequence, and that you arc
h3Ppy it is not:

I readily agree wit h .I'OU in scruimcm. that there i, nu one man. either
in the civil or rnilitarv line, that is uf such mighty com"'lutnc" that the
liberties of America arc J"pcndtnt up<.m his will or existence. 'I'd there
:Ire ,el'"ral in both departments that ..... l1lcri"a might scnsiblv feel the 10"
of at this rime. If I could persuade myself that ambition was the leading
principle, cither in the cabinet or field, an,l not Ihe common gu"J of
mankind I would have no further ccnncxion wi th the disputc ; for I feel
the principle of hulltanity too forcibly to think mvself justitiab!c to sacri­
rice the happiness of thous.mds only fur the purposc of rearing up a f"ll
important characters.

I note your ubscrvarions upon a certain general, that he might h", of
more importance to the continent if he thought himself of less. Yuur
opinion. in this instance. is I'cry different (if I remember rig-ht) !rOlll

what it was last summer upon J similar occasiun. Then you said it WJ,
necessary to think more of ourselves and thing, less impraclicahl",.-lhi~

was Ill", way to surmount difficulties. Although [ I\'i~h the Congress to
,upport their dignity in ~I'",r:' instance, yet I hope they will carefully
avoid sporting with the finer feelings of the gcntlemen of the armv, unk-s
it is necesoary fur the good of the public or lU pres",rn' their 011'11 ·dignity.

You obsen'e thai prejudicc, cap rice, and I'anity arc thc common off­
spring of all revolut ions , and thai [ ha'-", less to !<."ar from them than I
imagine. T hl' \c cI·i ls will uth"'r inneJse than deCf"';ls", Wilh the confll,ion
of th", times. and the.... will rage in proportion 3S Ih", dispute grows morc or
Ie:;,; ,luubtfu1. I f \'ou wish tu ""labli,h \,our OWI1 amhnritl; if I'OU wish to
gil'''' a proper lUn~ to cl'Cry SIJle; if yo~ wi~h to silenc" ,111'the li~tl", fJC\iom
that rtstless 'pirits ma~' produce; if you wish to he f"arc,1 abro",l, an,1
Im'eJ and respectcd at homc,--t:stahlish :'our Jrm,l' in its full force.
,'\'othing can givc you so Illuch .luthorit.I, we ight . Jnd dignit~ as an .umy
at :'our comnl.lnd. superior to Jll :'our for",ign and domcstic enelllie~. Th"
prospect of safel:' will b., a plea~ing circumstance to th", peopl"', ,md con­
ciliat'" and r",cuncile thcm fulll' to \,our .1dminislralion. An arm\' thllS
organized, gOI'crnmcnt full,. ~slablish",d in the rcspcctil'" ~t.lt~s. the
Ju thoril.I' of Cungrcss fully acknowleJged b.... cach , cannot fail of making
.-\merica both e;iS.V and contentcd and hJ!-'PY at home, and lmed ami
fear",d abroad. ~othing can be mar", mortif\'ing ,mJ distressing to the
feelings of hum anit:-- than a long conlinuan",~' of th", present cabmi tieij

and more especially when we consider that, by a propcr exertion, w", may
exterminate {hose hostile invaders of human happiness and {he right~

of mankind. Remem ber the long 1\'Jr with the U nited States (of the
Xcthcrlands ]; and the blood ,lnd treasu re sp",nt in that dispute for want
of J proper exertion at first,

[ have no wish to see such a large prop<>rtion of important officers in the
military department in the h3nds of foreigners. I cannot help considering
them a" so many spies in our camp, read:' to take their measures as their
interest mav direct. If forcigners are introduced. their command should
not be Hr:: extensive, then the injury cannot be great, but even in this
e,1SC it is an injury to Amcrica, for the multiplying officers gives us no
internal strength . .-\ good nursery of officers. taught hy cxpericncc, firmly
attached to the interest of the counlry, i~ a great security a.o:aimt forcign
invaders. T he only tvc that we hove upon foreigners, is the sentiment of
honour, too slender for the happiness of a country to depend upon.c-c-whilc
officers created (rom among the people arc bound, not only h.l· the til'! of
honour, but bv that of interest and familv conncxion. w e, in manv in­
stances, see th~ forcc "f British gold; let us not neglect 10 guard agJi~st its
influence. I have n" n.rrrow prejudices upon t his subject, neither han I
anv private diHcrcnccs with my of those genllemen, \ 1.1' opinion is
founded Up<.lll thl' general conduct of mankind.

By J _'1'.1' uut of Brunswick this ch:' I am informed the enemy H'" m3kr­
illg preparations to leave th.lt I'h"e. T he diaaffcctcd inhabitants are ",n­
,kn'oring 10 gel hou",s ill :'\ York, The spy sais our frien,1s in Hrunswick
hJI'C received le tter' frorn lheir friends at X York giving an account of the
l rmburv atfair. T he" write the cnernv 10'1 9\lO kille,i, wounded and
missing: This account if t ruc ma:- omsc;le us in some degree for the 10"
of our stores. Th e cucmv gavc General Arnold the character of a devilish
tighting fcllow,

Yuurs ,i 'l(crcly

:'\. {;rcenc.

O n ;\ b.r 9 Adam s wroll' (';n.:t.:tlc:

lJc.n ~ir.

Yours of thc 2nd in,tant fame ,iuh- to h.md. T he In,l i tf crcnce uf the
]''''01'1", "hollt renuiling the .\ rmr is ,; Circum'l;llw", whi"h ought to nl.1k",
ll~ ronsi,ler whJl Jre th" Causcs of it. It i, nol tllNeh- the \ ldmchoh
..ri'ing from thc unfortun,l(c cI'cnlS of thc laS! Catllpai·gn. hllt lhl' ~mJil
['ox athl ,,!>tne a111loe unhappy SUtc of our Fin,l nces Ilhi,-h oerasion this
1':l il. T hN e .He other CircumstJtKl'S, wllidl He little allen,ltJ to, \\hi.-h
contribute. much tllOrc th;1I1 i, imagined tn lhi~ unf.lIurahl" Temper in
thc People, ' I'he I'rcv3knee of Dissip"t ion , Ik hclUr hn y . C;aming, I' m­
£.,n",n<",-, JnJ R1.bph"'tll.I· , tnrifi"" the hcst I'col'k upon the Continent,
from trusling their "JT1S ,m,1 otht:r ]{eb l ions amont! SCI 'Haln - d,mgNflus
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Snares an d Tcm pration•. :\I ultil u,les of people who would with ,hl"l.,tful
ResignJl i" n <uhmi t their Families 10 the Dangers of Ihe S"ur ,/' shud der
H the T h" u.l:ht of e Xp<l<i ng rh..m, t" whJt app"J rs IU them, the mor e
deS!rucli"e EIf,-.:u of Vice al1J hn pie tj-. T hC$C IJ "J, would be received
h~' many with scorn. But the re is nOI th e kss ~'idit." in them for IhJI.
It is D iscipline alone Ihal can Slcm the T orrent . C haplaim He of lo: r t" JI
use, I believe , and I w ish ' Ir, Leonard m igh t he in th e .\rmy, UpOIl
such T erms as would be agreea ble to hi m, for there i. no man for whom
I h3"e ~ k iln orinion. But there is so much Jiffieult~, in accomrli.h in/:
Jn~' T hlO.I: of the KinJ IhJt I ",i.h G . \\·a<hinglOn woul,J either 3rl"'in'
him, or recommend him to Congte« ,

T he L' t ililY of :\I d als, has eve r been impreS5ed stron gly on Tn.I- -'I InJ .
" ride, Arnbinon, J nd indeed ",hl l a I' hilosop hu would call \ ·a o i l~- , il t he
'!rongesr Pa!llion in human :'\ arure, and ne xt to Religio n, the most opera­
rive ' Iot i"e to /i:rclt Actions. Rel ig ion, 01 if the tine G ent lemen please,
"uJ'Cr<tilion and Enthu, iasm, i. lh.· It'real",t Incentive ~nJ w hen ever it
hal r reuilcd, hl< never faile,J to produce H eroism. If ou r S . F nlt'lJn d
men wer.. alonc, an,l coul,1 ha'"e their own WJ~· , a .l:reJ! .It''JI "f Ihi<
would l prear. HUI in their prM<:nt .i,ualion I fe3r We' have lilli, to "'peel
from Ihis Pr inciple , more than the Pe rseverance uf the People in the
Camp, \\'c ought to avail ourselves then of even the \ ·l nil\ of -' leu, For
Tn)' own Part I wish we mulJ male a Beg in ning. b~' striling a ' l c,!J l, with
a platoon /irinlt' al G ene rJI .\ rno IJ, o n H orseback. I i i. H orse falling deJ,I
under him, JnJ li e delihcratel~· discnt,mglin g his feet from the :'ilirrup"
In.lt3linlt' I.is l' i'lOis OU I of lhe Iloh ' cn, hef,ore hi, Rd real , on lh.· reve rse.
II c shoul,j be mounted on J Frcsh 1I0~, rceeiving Jllorher J) i" har.l:e u(
\ l u" Iu.·t r.,·, wil h J wound in the :'\ed of hi. 1I0r:l<' . T hi. Pic ture al"n.·,
\\,hi.·h I alll informed is tru .. lI i' lOn -, if .\ rno IJ JiJ not unfortunatclv
h<-Iung tn Cunn".-tieut, "'oulJ he ,u ffi~ien t 10 make his F"rluoc for Lif~ ,
I believe th.·rc hJle been few such ' ...n,.. in lhe \\·orl.l.

\\ '" hn'e 1101 .-\rt ill ' JI I'rcsent for such \\· ork>, and mmc oth"r Dill-i -
,'ulti"s ' '',ul.l JIl,'nJ an ,\llem r' In int roduce 'I d .lk .

' Ta ratio n is h"lt'un in S , F . The :\I ,I';S. raiscs I f)O,OOu t/'i, vcar . T he
l{elo: u13tinn of !' ri, e' .1n,1 tI,,, ' ·:mr.J rgo, arc !I1el,Ure, o{ \\ h i ~h I rnul.l
never «:c ,he J I" t in ' or Polit .' .

T h" [nt;m;ll ;un in n,ur Lett er. t hat the' En"" ,, · lu<1 in killcJ, wounded
,\I,,] Pri,, >!w! ',1\ 0 -,ic·n , 1,,1 Il .llIhur.1 I ,u'rr;';', me much ; because il
l'~re",l< b~ .,t k"t t,.." , hi r,l. til" 1.nge'l .nnount that has come frenn
,Ill." other Juth"rity, I wi," our :'\ . 1 '~ n /ol "' n ,1 ,\ l ell ,mul,l practice ,1 litt k
11I >ll ,'st l'" li,...- (or tll,'ir "w n l n te re't ,1 n.1 l l,mo ut, h.l" tr ,1n,milling t"
C,," }( n '" .mJ 1," h l i s h ill~ in the :\'Clbl"' l'c'r, t rue d ,ll", of til" a<"l ion, in
II hid, th, 'I· "re r"lIn' rued. T he T rut h ;dOlle II'oukl he ' ultici('nt for Ih em,
"lld , u rcl~" t hl'I' men' Ill" "11,,'1,, .1 tll ,,-ai] th" l1l>eh-es of t hi~ Shit'I,1 of
IJefe"K", "" h,'n' "" n;,ll1.l· .\n, "r Di"h" ne' t I'olil·"-, at" r rJcti eed .1gainlt
Ihem.

RfTOI.t "1'1O S ,-\ RY C()J< J< ESI'o:,\ ()F:,\C F

l'on~ re~< was too ~nli()us (or T i-1,-"n,I"rng ~ 1 1 w i ~h ou r ..\ rm~· wa;
encamped upon some llill, "",'n l,' m il,'s fr"m ,h,' \ \ ' al<CT Sof the' Lake, or
.It ]ea'l lell,

\ \ ·c arc ala rmed here with fn-quent J«""unts "f nu me rous !)e<c rt ion<
from uur \rm~ . Is there no RemcJ )' {or Ih is Evil. H owe i~ tr:-'ing hi~

ll and al Hribe ry. li e is SC'nJing hi. Fmiu.u i~ , all about, and 5CJ\1eri ng
mini,terial G oJ,1. T hey d,'spair o{ the c!f«ts of Force, and He now
atte mpting Br iber:-' and Im inuat ion , which arc more pro,'nking tha n all
their Cruehies. W hal E lfen " " " IJ these have in X . Eng lanJ I Stu ehey
the Secre tarj-, is an oM Partiun al Electioneering, long hackne~'ed in
rhe K ays of Co rr up tion , lung a ministerial ,\!,ent, in Ihal dirl~' Wor k and
the Greatest 'hsler of i" in thc :'\n ion . SdceteJ for thn H~r:'- Purpose
10 he senl here, Pra ~· don't ~o" (;ene ra l~, sometimes, practice :\Iethod."
o{ holding "p su(h C hau n en amonit' vour enemies, to the Contempt JnJ
lI alrd of the Sold ien ·!

I hn,f I hale "rill~n a long ~lOr~, lxcuse me, Jnd believe me I.-.!x-,
wilh /,:re.'1 T rUl h In,j R"IP d , ~uu, tTl"..'t n1'l"Jient Servant.

loho \ ,b m '

j To I", j'("IIII"1I1.1...1 in tilt' 11 ,' _\1 i JHl t ' )

"L'I· R .,1. ' ,'TlI"Hl. '. R) L.' I" ' 1I H ' ML' , ( " 1·.1' " " " ' 1'

R I,,,,/. 1 1" ~, llI i " ." i, , ,1 S,,,IC/\ (."./I""i"",
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A R hode Islander Goes West to Ind iana
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Fo rt H arr -i son \ l u ch I S' h 18 1!l

l k lT :'olothcr

.... incc m~' aril'eal he re I have wrinen three t imes an d not vel receiv ed
JI1 an""el '1 0 eil hc r of m~' let ters, I now hegi n to thinl that I JID quit e
furgonen hUI wjlltry once mor e Ih ink i n~ perhapse t his mJ.~' receive some
notice fro m "ou or Father.

I h..\e n.;1 pu rchased J. ny b nd rcl anJ indeed I do not know of bUI
un~' half section ( of nne 'lu uler o f Prairie J. nJ 001" of WooJ) lhu Il hin k
is cheap, for !oJil, it i. a Lou lion J.nd belo ngs 10 J. gent lem an in ;-'; York.
I have written tl' him &: have since h.',· n informed h~' J udge Col ...mJn1

"

Ihal h~ h... re.·ci\ ....1 J let ter from hi m wish ing 10 l now if he cou ld sell
it t-UI hJ~ nOI mentione d t he pr ice. W hen the G en llcm J. n n oct [Orri ~ J

Cro>h~ [of C h-tulJ uqua. :-.: . Y.I wa, on he re last season he oriered il
fllr , ,l"lht, I'r acre cash whic h wu "e r~' cheap . T he sit uation is line
hal' ... ;ng I' k n l.1 of wooJ .1llJ water Ihal bst , JlIlhc .n· lT uron il which
i, .1O J,hJIl IJge Iha l t-ut few ' IUarlers have abo ut here.

_\ man 11I.1t ILl, J Q uarter section under fence aud once break up ca ll
,u pport him sclf \er~' handsomely here for Ihe lanJ will reut for eight
,1" II.H' pr acre nr J th ird nf th e cm p whic h for .1 qUJrter sect ion woul d
hc J hand"mw ;n« >l11I·. I Jill .1{rJ.id Ihal 'II 'me on e will ,e;it it from me
.l' Iherc is nne nr IW" Ihal hJ~ 'lo me lall o f hu.s·ing il J. nJ I nOI h..,'ei ng
uffi"icn l ea,h a, I sup p.-.-;c Ih ... lerm . will be c..,h for M lh qu arters . Jnd
in,keJ Ih....1 n~·'er had oU/i:hl 10 be loC: pna leJ IhcJ' hy 50 hJ ndso m...
",g,·lhn.

'" J. h" \ 1. l' .I..m.n, bo"n, r,,,~ .~I, in "-, nt U< ky, .bt:>u. 1- ~ ;. , ......, 1~ I ~ h..
,,,,,,.-..I t" " '..hi"""" ( '" " nt ' _ I" d i. n •. "hT<" h.. .. ....ppoin , . J jU<li,.. " f ,h.. F'<'a<"
,n lSI ~ .nd ..." • .1 _i..l.. juJtr.. IT,,", ~ " .."''''', ~ ", 1~ 14 , , J an uar y J, 181" .
II . ",,,,,.I t" "i,,, (· n, .. in U16...." lin , n.... Ih.. lut",.. ,il f T ..rrr Ihul". t1..
.... '"I..r.....d in l~nJ ,1"Al•• h rmNl••nd " J< , I... Ii ..., p" w " , "f T ..rr. l lam ..,
.. h..n , h.. p"" ,,~,.. " ..... . . hl i,h.J ,hT.. "n hbnu,y I I , I ~ I ~ . I I.. I>"ill 110.. f"und . -
ti.." " f th .. '1.." .. I l , ut c «m"h"u... in I ~I ~. I n I~ ~ (l h 1"",...1 ",un"· ,,,m·
" ,;,.ion.. ;n " i, ,, ( ·" u n. y . nd . h At .m,,· ",'" .... ,pr" in d b.•, II... L..g ;. ],I"" t"
)'".IIc tn .. ,,,,,,, tv ...., ' ''' l' " kr e " "n ... . 11,' ,,"' . 'tA tC , . n "I.. ' in IS~' , 1~ ~ 6 · ~ ~ ,

.nd 1 ~~7. ~ ~. \ 1>. ,,,, 1~! ~ hc ", ,,....,1 t" \' ,·, ,,, ill i,,,, ~ '< " "' ''' , " I"'r!' II< h. J h"",I,1
r.."J. In I ~ " I 10,' ''' '''cd ''I' t" I"" . (' ,ty, I"" ." .""i"f ill l ~~ ~ allJ 1~41 ."
'f <'t ri' " , i., 1 :"""t "I I"" . , ,l1d " 'C""\A"'.("·A'Uf'" in ,hA,!,e " f th,' ,.01 .. ,,[ I.nd .
",hid, p"" id,',j bind ' l" t t h.. (o n, t, ud i" n ;.f th c S'''t e II " " , ... li e t"" k p"' \ in "fhc.
r"li t Lol Afti, iti c. in hi, h trr yCA" .

ii,

If I onlv had aN:>UI 16 UU dollars I should have no hesitation in lalinll:
il 001 h... r~ for I am shore I cou lJ receive mv mon ..." bad: in 1 Har; JnJ
Ih~· land woolJ be worth 20 dollars F" .\c;c. l' erilJ.psc ~'ou ~a~' think
I rJ. I", it bcighc r than woold be JClLIJ.lly the U>c bOI I am p<:r,oJJ ...J I
Jo nm. Coold ~'{)U ",e Ihe coon lry you would k charmed .... ith il l. '
nul IhJ.1 I lh inl 'uu would be cont ...nted h"'T\' bUI th at 1'00 would admir ...
III... situation of ihe I'rJiri... wh ich t h e~ ar ... ir nprovein g "",ry (J.,I mJ 10

a kw .,-ear s will be a perfect garJen.
If I do not pur"hJ5<.· Prairie LJ.nJ r erhJ,, '" it would he a, \\ ell fur me

tu ente r t imber Lan d an,l let it lay I; I ;1 will be wort h 'IOm"'lh ing !'>J th ,·
by but nOI uut ill t he Prairie gim tilled up . O n the ot her side of Ihe
river t here is good timber land near th e [rontier it is saiJ . But few wish
10 be so n...ar Ihe l ndia ns, T bev are frequeutlv in at the fun painted in
grca t sriic ha, 'eing faces of fin: or six Jitfcrenl colo urs and Ir imm ed o tf
wilh jewels in their ....ITS nose &: around their arm, ..nJ legs.

Arnold p" n er l: WJ.S married on th e I Jlh insr. to J. miss H all of
C.ulisk 1.1 J girl of 1~ or I OJ ~·eJ.rs of J.gc anJ of quite J low fJ.mil~. I
have nOI seen her bu t b~ desc eiprion she is a Icr~ on guarJ dis.rlilrccJble
Iil irl ..nJ 0" 'S"~' suitable fUT hi m. 1 fen he hJ. Ihro"o himself aWJ~

..nd am a·J.ly sorr.'· fur it ..s he "ppears 10 bc a Hr~' line ~oung m..n. I I,'
la id me he illlenJeJ ,isiling Rl eland Ih is spri ng bUI I have since under­
stood he ha, hou ght .. f..nn ..nJ inte nJs imprOl'ei ng it nul' he is mar ricd.
.\t m y ra te I h"f' e he will not talc h is wife on 10 Ihe Ea' lwJrJ I . ] a,
fur our Ind iana girls wmllJ nOI be though r much of if she i, I" be con­
,i,l,' re, ! as a sample ."

III mvlctt cr to E l;I .' I Illclll lllll we .h"uld commence keeping Hachelo r
hall about the I , ' h h UI nut haveiu g Ihing ~ reJ,ly and C"I". J " IKl c,
lIaleing now ... ng.,,, ... ,1 a far nilv to be here b.l· Ihe rim of 1l<'xt l110m h we
h"l'e g il'co I.Ip monl e i»!': u» ,ill t h..1 li me .

t ha"e maJe an aTJn,lotemenl 10 SlJ.I wil h Jend~'S Ihi; 'U'Olller or ulllill
I ,Iotil 'lOme bnd of m~ " wn to impron'.

I>u Idl f alh"r IU'Hil" me r""p,:cti ng what I haJ hctler do ..nJ whdhn

,: '1'...... n ~I ] wJ I ~ Willl.m ..nJ l'..n~ lop'" (1 1.,,,.1) P" II.-.. "f ~ , "I h K in " ot" " ...
'I .... j uJ , c " .. ('l> i~ 1 ]u. ti" .. .,1 the Cou , t "I l 'on,n" n P lra. of ' V. ohin , t n (""unl'
, ,, .•,Jin, .,, W illr. in,l· pJ ih in.1 lliil. ' ~ " / f' .. t ·,;",. p..1Ch".,~ " ......J'.. ~ <It.
Rit.,J.- l,I.. ~.J f Ro.l,n, IQ(J· ), I. ~ -~ _ ~ ·1. A, n ,IJ " ott e, " ..n t h' 11. " . , .1 ,,<lit
n t " • .1...... ~nJ "nun ..I ".-., in t..Hi.e",. anJ ,n•• ,p,i,.:· l · pJ ik••1,
' a." lIT ,."ocJ .. I.. , I.t .. in \t iJ J lrk•• Y. t.., l'ou nl~ , ~ . Y. JuJ, .. 1'. ll a ....
'n.- ,.1 ,ho.. " I>n lcll "nJ., , h. 'p"'11 01 ,h, b m o>". J .n, im. " ·i llr. i" ... n. "TI>.· I'" hlid ,
t " i, r n . 1 b i. nJ : · .. 10" "",.. <outrh t t.. " " ,10 • ",i..d .. b.•· ,ai,i", Ir"", ,h. JTaJ
" " -",,, , 10 . -' J "u,l/h,," "f .1".1,. j' ''llc'. In 1-'111, J " J ,r l' " ttT< .""",p""j"J J ,·", i", ..
Wilk in " ,n " h, ,, ,hr 1,·,1 ., h. n J "f h," cli.,ip l,·. t" thr ~ ;, " rorr l'( . , ,," ,~ "r
~ '" \ ', ,, Jr. . T ),e j " d, ,· b" ,, ~h t land t),,,, c••nd p' c""" .,hly i' i, thi, 1.I!lJ "hid, I"h·,
,." " ,. j"lo , h,' r " ..~.. i" " 0 ' ,\ ", ,,1.1 I'"Ucr . I , ,, I ~ . I' " tt ,·, ,."',,,cJ I" ~ ""I h l '",,,, h '
It " m ~ ... Y..rlr.. bllt h·)1 "r" " Tli l ,Ia" .,,,i 1;II.lJ y "a. IU'd'd 1<, """II " ' " hi. ,,1.1
I" '''l<' th .., c, .<c,,,,clj"l ,,, l' rdik,·. II .. a. ""1Il". 11~ . ,,1.1 , ,, th .· It"" . El i' l" , R , 1'"",...

" I t i. i" t<tT"i", , ,, , ..r h" .. th i, h.'nl, d,"'ri ptiun i, ,loantr"J ",.1" .11.· ill
",,,uill' le tte ...
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'" P robabl)· W ill en Ca'l'"" lo, ,;, ,,,·il/hoo, "1 lh,' 1'. , b rJ. <m 11, ,, 1,,,, :\"e"k .
"" T h"m." R" ,e C" "l/d,.", .<" " "de ,.'tb.. Id l('f w,i tn,
"1 ....""Iher rd al i'T "n ),i, " '''Ihn' , ,i,I~.

"" U "" irl ) " ",k.,.
""The Te rr~ I hu l~ To"" C" ",p,m)', .,Is" k" " " " . , t h~ Terre ll .'ulr LanJ C" ", ·

p.".", w., ,omp",ed '" C" , hh." .<"..1 Th"""" Rull ill '" K, ·" I",k)· .....b,.h ,"', "'1... ld ,
"j FU' I I L" ri ,un , )",<;<th.,,, L i " ,Jl~)" '" O,.nfe C" Utlty, [" ..I i..,., .,,,, 1 Ih- " ,o, h,'
1, .,,, . lk , or I.rS .lle or l. "" ell e. T he cump. "r w., formeJ b)' "'lide' J;,Io·J Sep l~mb<1

10, 1816. A, , . 'ecn from lh,· l<"1 trr. II.. ,<",,'p.")" "tft·teo! ill I"n "nJ $4 110ll, plu• •
p i,·;:~ w"",;"i,,1' ,·i ~bt 1,,1. f", ' he ,,, .... n ' q" ." ~ ,,,d .,. " ,ile fu, publ' . huilJ i"ll'" ill

Dear Fat her

ln mv letter to rnv M othe r last week I mcnrioucd a half ~ e etion of
Land that be longe d 10 Doct C rosby of ~York tha t was for sale. Judge
Coleman received inst ructions fro m h im last wed •. T he te rm; He :; dol,
pr ac re l ,] 12 hu nd red dow n and the remai ning 4 hundred ill one ."tar
[-] th" gr eal ist bargain that I knoll' of. Had I th e money I should
certainly have bough t it for [ think it isas valuablcn tract uf l,m d .IS ;1l1.'

about he re h ~H'illg both wood JnJ w.ucr and the distance "hu ut 7 mil",
{rum T err e ]j aute th e Count' · se~t f<,r this Coun rr v, wh ich I\'J' ,dectl,J
on T h ursday last as th~· sc.n ,;f justicc. T he comp;n:'"" gave .1 ,lallation

[ <;ou1..:1 buv that Prair ie Lan d or nut [ ; I if so I shou ld WJ n! the funds
imm ediately an,1 shall wail imr~ticnl l:.. for an answer fro m him.

' I'ell Eliza to wr-ite how things have g-onc on since I left and what the
l\: C\\' S is aud do so yourself for enry thing from that 'lllJrtcr will be
interest ing and par ticularly whether .Iou an: to bnnil another ;;'CU.

Remember me parti\: uhrly to l\l r jcnckcs fam ily l\l r Carpcurers'"
L'ucle "I'homna's-" and U ncle Rose'52 • and all cnguircing fri ends.

.-\nd my best Love tu all our family
I am D ear mother Your .Iurifull ,;on

. .I C Packard

P S jcnckes has nut received a line from .my of there familv hut
Dan iel" since he left R [ and mv not rcceivciu g any I think thev must
have m islcar ricd. ' . .

T he wi nter has been vcrv severe he re, T he snow continued on the
ground abo ut six wed s and it was slid t he ther mometer sto od at 16
degrees be low zero in Vincennes. I th in k ho wever it is an e.\Jgeration.

About a fortnig ht ago I kjllc.l a Prairie Wolf br r unning him down
wit h rnv horse and knock ing him ,l" lI"n when I carne up with hi m and
vc stc rdav I run ano ther do wn but had not h ing to kill hi m wit h so he
got awav after being almost beet ou t. [t is fine fu n when w"n [onc ]
can gel thim on the Pra irie 10 give them a cha,e,

T erre H aute h
:\I JTch 17 2 5
[To ] M rs ,\ br.;.' l' acb r,1 ! l':n.lor,e,1[ :\ nm er eJ April 20

\ ·igo Counl ;' [ In,li ,lll., ] 2 F d :\brch 181H

." J ,", I " hn'" th~ t""" «1«leJ ,., the counl ." .e. ,l jo, Vj~" [ 'c.un l;-. T h,· 1.,,,..1 un
""" h lh,· I""" "., b" jlr "., p"r<ha.~d ,,/ I n,~plt K ; lc lt ~J1 "" S~f' l . ", b~r 19 , 1816.
Th,· R" ll iu , h , d " 2/1211, . i" l,",r'l, Li nd],'''' 4 { 12t1o . ; L. " . ll r , 1/12th ,; .nd
.\l ... kk, ,1/ 12Ih, . ..\I "rk l,· di"idrd hi . ,h. r~ jlllo ['JUrlh" ... il/nins , ,,,,. (,."rlh I"
Eli., ki'" C'O ' O)', who i. p"" ibl,' ., r<Lt li.,~ '" l lr. O"j. Cr" , bn ""~ fo", lh e."h I"
\ t"" " . Ib tl u" & T, imbl ~ ; ,,,J r~l.i"jn~ II,,· ,~m.,i ni"l/ j"""h lur o',,,,df. T e, ,, ·
lI,n,I,· w.n d ,,,,, ,tl ''' ''''1; ,,:.,1 f,,, ViI'" t'" " ",-" or " h'l/i,b l'« .,1 .ppr<" 'eJ l'" ''''''
21. I ~ I~.

c , J ,,,n~. ) ,,,,,b, i, Jpp",,·nll)'. ' un ,>I 'he lI r nry ) '<cub. "f :\"r w ' ·" , k ll"'"li"",J
,·"rlin, In lh .. Vi" , .."n,·, lI'n f.-r ~ S~~ , in 'n ",J\'C, li..mrnt fir' l 'rpu,inlt I) ,·. r m.
o..r l~, 1~]7, the"· i. ;«)"" "".r,J ' he "p~"jn ~ "f , "S,·" Ch . p Stnre" in th e
h" iIJ j,,1' '.m".., I... ,,,<upieJ b.,' Rr>d lry & R. J ul ' ·ll . 0)' J,,"'.' J"ob. , ,ecrivi" l/
" 'ppli,·, I'''n\ ;.; ~ " ," ,,, k. ,,,,J J,.mJl j" l/ h."J "dt~, d" thco, lImn·rir,. el'. I n I ~I~

J,""h. ,\: L,R,,)', iJ,·"ti ii,'J ., J,n",·, J ••ob. , nJ ....lexi. LeR ov, .nno"".~J b,' ,,,
,,,lw,li,.,,,,',,, i" the ' ,'me p"pe, th.t lhe<' h.,J j ,m rr<e'I'<J n il ', nJ , kood.b".l.

of 7U town lots and 4 79 0 do llars which is considered about 200uO dollars.
T her e W.15 much strife to pre,·ent its being there and a great ruanv offers
one of wh ich was a Q ua rter Sect ion of Land and ten thousand ·Jollar>.

Hut to return to t he land th at I bega n abou t [ , I judge Coleman> instruc­
t'on, wa re lU sell it b;.' the first of April but by some neglect he ,liJ not
rn·cil'e them until] hot week although thev ware dated the middle of
De er . .-\S his limirnion expires ;;0 soon he intends wr it ing by this mail
for other d irections, .

If by any means YOU co uld furnish me with the mouev I wish YOU

would 'for lhe land i~ worth I:; dollars and if [ had it I w·ould not take
20 do ls pr ..\ cre for I should co nsider myself independent after it was
once under fen ce and broa k up [,] for Land ren ted last ."ear for 8 dollars
Pr .urc or one th ird the crop, ] have spoken to Colellu n who will give
me ~n ans lI'er as soon .1S he receives on e from Doer C rosby for should I
get the l.md I should]-'e per fecd:· con ten ted aud I know it":'ou could sec
it ;'Oll would purchase it immedia te ly. If you can ma ke it convenient to
furnish me w ith the mo ney do do it immcdiatelv so tha t I can be rcadv
to meet the answer of Cro;by . Per hapsc he may ' ask al l the cash in hm:l
the next ti me therefore I should be glad to have sufficient to ta ~ [e I it
then for it is rcaly .1 g reat bargai n.

I have now abou t six hundred dollars / ;1however [ shall have to pa.I'
Illy hoard for tw o months out of it so tha t you mar kno ll' how much
1 want . If you could get a ,lraft O il Vinc en nes or Lo uisville it would
he as well a' the lIlon ey ! ,] for it is '·e r~· uncertain about the Eastern mail
or pcr hapsc james j acobs'" would buy a d raft on ;"U1l if you would permit
me to dr.r w. H e has estabishcci h imself in Vincenn es.

Colonel jcnckcs is now on to Yin cenncs ge tt ing on a f.un il:' t ha t hl'
h.ls hired. H e gives the nun twe n ty t\\'o dolla rs pr month and t he woman
OIH· lifty pr week for 7 months an,l they lind themselves.

I sha ll eXI',",ct to see ;'Oll O il here th is summer as Dan iel .knrkn men­
t ione,l you was to 'tart in ilL,.1".

Reme mb er me p.1rticub rl;.' to \ l ot hn and t he rest of the famil;.' .m,]

••••
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Your Dutiful Son
John

I shall write .'\ " U "<:el.
T he half Sec tion is the :'ullih h~[f of 2-(0\\'n 11 Rl ngc q.
Ill) furnish the monee lnd \\ rite immedi.nelv.

Ro "m'-III""r me ,,, 111 the flmily

""II it lur J. hlnJlOmc: Jod'"Jonn , for t he re arc J. numl'Cr lill t wanted to
ru rc h;lsc th ... lan d but m~ hcinK the liT'! lhll ,-."" tho: ag c ne I M."Curo::J it
"c fo rc them.

I oln: .al ready ken otfcn·J ; qu.lt l" r sccticns of wood ... (or the two
I I h..cght] TI'U:~' are hlnJ"'>l11d~ <ilU.l l e J on the US! side of FOri H ar­
ri,('I1 Prairie 30 mil" (mill T U T<' H Ju tc ..hoot 20 0 .-\( r~ of I'u ir ic
",hi fkJU lifull Bottom whi ch 111 .1\ he casih- cleared Jnj t 20 Ae rcs of
( " dlent lim ber w ilh IWO orr in,!!:' ·..lIJ .. g~ Shugou ump. .\ bout ; or
i , .tcrcs i. under fence with [11 Big helJ that hJ.' been brwl up tim
I cn tc nd plan ting wil h corn thi, >pring. The remain d... r I shall clo
noth ing wirh untill \'ou come "UI here or I receive vour ad vice.

I am rat he r aff raid thou/(h that ~-ou will not ,·i.itthis p.lrt o f the World
'er.l- \<JOn for J...nckes recei' e,I .1 Letter from Da niel in which hi. father
JnJ he belie ved you hJ d gilen up all i,lea of corni ng out. I am <otr~ to
hc.rr tha t pm are not l"(lll1i n~ 10 ~"e the CountrJ-[- Jnot IhJI I should
,\ish ...-uu to moc ve here for I am shuru th at mo ther .lnd t he ,l( irh would
nol he con ten ted ji] the so,:iety is <0 d ifferent from wh at they h.rvc been
used to for the" ar c .III ronuuon fa rmers fr om ;":York with hut fell
cccc ptions about here ; ,"-J that the Yan kees can held up th ei r hea ds in
this scnlcr nent . [ In I th e other p.trl of t he State th e sell lerl .Ire from K~- .

Tcn ncscc &.::-.: C arolina pr in<: ip.1Jr III", arc \e r~- j ealous of t he Ya nkees.
Prod uce is '-e r~· h igh JnJ I"ry ",--arce em a<--.;uu nl o f the emigution.

There is harJ I~' J Jay hUI there arc 11\0 or more \\' aggons hcs;Je. boats
with {;amilies ari" ing- Corn is up to ;;os O ah ; O Potatoci I dollar F"
bushel!. T here i, no wheat to be haJ I ; I flour is ~ dols f' r hunJ. anJ I
.10 not t hink it will be- much o;-heaJ'<-'r nut ~·e.lT. Oxen m;Jling size ar e
worth from Ml to iO .luis if wl:1 l break if not abou t ~ O to ,0 1,] Cow,
11 10 I II clolLInI ,1 hon .:1 about what rhej are wit h you. This countr~·

,10<.~ no t IUtc Il uil l horse . for 1 have nol ,"--co .I fat horse since I have
h..; ,-n here I ;J how"'-er I bel ;e ' e il is oweing to th " r" not being an~

cn !!" lish ha~ in Ih ... countr~ and Ihe fecJ i, altog... the r co rn. T h... sw... lling
on IO~- hors..... gamhril ha. gum· .111 .:m a~- thi, winter and there is nothin~

the ma.lter w ith hi m ani\" .I little "("'h wanting.
\ \'ith fespecl to the rrin, .. f l..lOd-'l r Ru l1 e ll t~ wh.. " wns the m'''1

I ~l nd of am one in Ihe ,I.IIe ha, .I li, t nf Ih"sc he wish... 1<J .....11 which I
h,ll-" SCen , . T he I' ri,-e, arc fWI11 (, t" I."! Jollar; Jnd not nne of (h"tIl
'0 K,w...las Ihat \\' h i ~ h I ha'e l'"ugh!. \I r. II J rr ;s "sked fr"m i 10 I I Jnd
\ l J jor \I J rl le"" ",1.1 -Ill \ .-r,'s on the I'u ;ric I}') m iles fro m Tllaul<'
\\ilh"ut fen.:" "r illlp r""'I11"nt fllr HI ,j"I_ I' r . \cr~ 10 ,1 tIlan thaI kecr'
th,· 1.I""rn Jt Tl iJ ute,' :

\b rl le- 1,,1.1 111 " "e.l<:r,L" I 1, .,,1111 ".11' l lie hcsl l>arg.lin Ih"t h'l,j l' ee ll
I11,,,le ,i n,,,, I)", I(;,;, , ' rn m,"~' J , ,,In. JIe , .,i,! Ihe l.,n,l i. we'rt ll 1:; ,1,,11.1r­

~llocr (" u, lo b~ " ,,' "1' 10 ,,", ,(> n"ll i" ""·n,i",,,·<1 in t "", n " ' ~ 1 _1.
' " \1.,;", ,\ 10 ,. 10 "", \ 1.ukle ,01 I "II 1I''' ' ' ' " n. memher " i Ihe T~ ,, ~ II,,,,,· T n" "

l-""'r·nr.
"1'10.. nT" '.'~rn;" ' r,'rrc I l A" ,,- ",'_ Ihe ·'f.A~h' AlIJ I_;.. n." I" 1~1 - il "A'

hr' h. Il " n,, - RrJ i" , o! , ,no! I,'~r h,' h .,ncl. ("un" in, h,,,,, _ ("A rlA;n ).n" .. W" ,,, n,
",01 J "',,"' I l , ,, i•. l .,'« ~,,,n~ ~1 \I ")" i l ~ i " hr' ,h,' ·· l.i,h, Il " ,,~ I I ,,, ,, ."

Vin cen nes 16 'h Apr il I II I ~

•

J-
I EnJ orsed I anmereJ ~h~- 20

•

•

•

•

•

•

ITo ] Capt :' a.m uel Pad _arJ

•

DeJ r Father
I rcceived ~'o urs and Eli/a s b~- b,ll mail. I have now purchased a half

section of land for ; dollars pr acce [. 1 one thnu",-, nd clown ~nJ the resl
in one vca r. I have , 00 in cash and ,0 0 I han d r-awn a bill nn H em-v
J acobs \ York for . I h.we writte n to ' l r Ja cobs and requested hi m ;0
in form ,l"0U of it. T he hill is t went,'- J,1.n after sight. I rearly wish ,l"ou
would forward the 1I10ne\ ' on to him immedia telv .

T he bargain is a g-rcal ' elite [.1.IS J enckt-l and ~ I' er~' one Ihin kl l . ] anJ
by ~' o ur say ing you would hel l' me to a pu rchase I ha ve dr aw n. T he mail
is nnw a clll$i ng and I have hUI just aril'cd here. I;; an e xcuse for mv not
writ ing more. .

writ e me on th e recei pt of thi s tha.t I ma~ kno \\ whJI to do and beliel e
me you r dutiful]

Son J C Pad arJ
I' ~ I have not ~·e t received J line from hcme ] r ] neither ha.. lencle.
elCept from Dan iel.

Direct either to For t H arr i....n m T err e H aute. T here are Post offices
a.t both places. T erre H aute is about th ree miles below the Fe n and
raeber nearer h...re.

Dear ..·.lthl:r

I "rutc .'-ou !.l'1 w"" l in gre,lt 1,,1,te frmll \ -ineen lles informing rou
Ihat I haJ bought Ihe ~.uth half "f a ,.:ction ."! town II Range <) " . for
; Jolbr> pr ,\cce one thOU,",lhl ,1''''11 and .il hunJreJ in one lear which
I h,,"e gil'en a ~1" r1 IPg,· f"r, I hale p..i,1 :;Otl ,!c.lIars an J ,(rawn J hill
"" lI en ry J acohs 1-1; Pearl ~trL'et :,\York fur :;tlU which I PrJ,' IllJ) Ix:
.,cceple d . I h,,'-e w rin en .\ Ir .I anJ r"'lul'sied hi m to infurm yuu tll"l
J hill will he pr e,.., nteJ a,d I wish Ihal \u" lI o" IJ if "'" I'"'' hv ,l1l\ tIl,'allS
fu rn ish Ihe money <enJ it U I1 1<> him ;,r ,, 'r ile for h im 10 ,1<'~I'l' t 'l h e bill
an,1 I'UU 1I'0ul-1 f"rni sh ttl<' I1lone\- ill 11\"nl " dal'S for Ih" bi ll i~ .lra wn
IInn'l)" .lap after sig- ht . . . .

I hope ~-o u w ill n"llhil1~ I .1I11 lulu l haSI) alh{ illdn'd I ,!lou !,lneHr
ha ' e Ihou ght of d rawinK .I l,ill Wil huul ,-uur pn m i",i" n had there hl'en
an I ol her \\'.11- w hJH' dOll<' Ih,· hu,ine",' and if il ,h"uld nul mnt wilh
\"';"-Jff,·d,..ii',,/J" h~' alina-aIlS '.....ure ,h,- lir,1 pal'lllent .1,\.1 then 1 c.in



RHOD E I!'[.,\ S J) HI STORY

F" t crc. li e' would not l.lIke' it [Le., th at peke] for the ot he'r half which
he'OWn$ for rhev wHe almost th e first Loc ations thJ t WHe bi.l

T he J~..nt~ · -h ~s just called for me . we are now to go to the' FOri for
the deed to be recorded when I am to p;ay him the money which I
thought I would nor do before e'1'er~' t h in~ In' secure.

.-\prilll
I wen t y~te'rd~~' to the Fort .1n.1 the re WHe.1 num ber that " He tdlin~

me rha t I had an elcgant hHg~i n [.1 such ~ one u hJ. nOI been since the
~','_and then to crown JII when we gal to t he Recorders office' md
t<XIk out the f'.1 p<'n Iwe) found thn the' power of Attorney wu m i~ ing

- when Jnd wher e he Ion ir the gentleman does not know but think.
he left it at the tave rn in Yin cen ne.. where he took <lut the pJpc rs to
acknowled ge th",m befo re J justice. I do 1'101 know when I have been '0

.li5.lppointed _ H owelw [ . 1 it m ~r he found[ ;) he writ", hJ' t hi~ mail
to the tavern keeper to sec if he ha ~ left it there, [I'~r<:r torn mJ1: illl:' it
imp<mi hle to read ,t phrJsc,-Ed, 1

n o wr ite to 'I r lJ .tCOh,1 to ,lC<:ept the bill if there is one pre,ent e.l
.1lld .\"Ou will send on th e m"n"r in season [ .] for if th e Power is fnun,1
I <11,111 s..nJ un the bi ll .ISrou mentioned that if I founcl a r !.t..c tru t would
-uit y"u would hell' m e with th.. purchase and [ ha ve now found suc h J
one JllJ there .... JS no WJy to accom mod ate but by a hill which I hop"
.I'OU wil not th ink me tc] c ] hJ ,t r in Jnwing. If you knew the situation
JnJ the proberable risc there will be hy the ",migr Jti oll to this count rv
you would hei~hlr ~ppr""': of it,

I " .IS told b~- .I (;ent lem~ n just from O lean Poind , 1 the head luter
of the O hio or ra rhc r wh ere the~ take {to the l w~ te r 1. 1 thJt ~t that place
then WJr", -laO families bc:.iJo almost cvc rv phee on lhe ril e r there wa r e .I
~reJI mmv more on their wav out, 1 ,hll1 wr ite I-: Ii7,J nelt '"ed:. whose
letter t~~ther with ~ oun I '~.1' \err hJrp~' to receive F" b>t 'hil being
the ,in! word I have received frum home for b m ont hs. I hope you "ill
« rirc me ohen,}; remember me to .III the fJmily ;and helie\e me "OUt
.lutifull ,.,.,n

John
I sh~11 ende)"our 10 !,p\'e F1i7J !lot ,,"eel ~ Fnticnbr d""rirllrm of

,.\ n.' thing here,
Pull n s wife i, not ,udl J .1i....gn-eJble woman .IS she "'a' r"'rr~nted.

~he is quite J smarl ~ i r l of hn Jlt", I, ] l-l ~' eJTs_ I took hleJ1:flst with
\ P" ll er on 1l1 ~ ret urn from \ ' i'l( ennes. H e hl, h .ught 1 (.tnn from the
~h1 kers l. 1 ;(1 JereS ulldl' r (e'Ke In,l the price i. 10 ,jol, pr Jere. T herr
i•.1IfO,KrCi' in J lll -l ~ cheAr h1f~Jin il is ,aid ,

'I' ll<' "'."' >11 i, th l' mo,t B.1C kIlJTd of alii' th.ll h.l, hlTtl known hI' th"
oldesr set!lers . T here W,t, in : 1S rhirk JS ,,:in,lo,," glls, f<lf th e two morn ­
ings p.lS!. The fruit trees ware .Ill in blo"<Oll1 but I think there will he
nUlle rnn I frui t this selso n.

.-\ RHOOE I!'J..-\SDFR oors WE!'T

I presume m~ fi rst letter mun have mist for I men tion ed that all our
things arived here ufe JnJ nothing I",st ueept the wlggon which j enckes
brought from G rcem-,'illel . l the puce where I stopped on account of
nil' horse .1nJ carne on horse b;ack. I live with Jende~[;1 he ch.1rg~

me no board. J end Ci r"turned \\ ith the WJg~on last neck. I ,h.111 let
~·ou know what \'e are about in mv nextl.1 not ha\'einlf .1nr more room,

Direc t to T erre H aute
T erre H aute h 2, ' -igo Count~·

.\pril llsl Single In.-li.1n.1
1-1'0 1 Cl pt ~~mu", ll'lek~ rJ [ En dorsed ) answered ' 1 1~' 20

( T o be conduded ill /he nest isme )

Book Review
R nG l::R \Vll .t,'H1S: LEAnFR OF DnlO('R KY

Thf' GrmOl'/ W e Stm"J On; Some 1:' ,,,,lIl1f/f' J
1m", thf' /liJ(I)()' (,1 .1 /' fJlil ;C,11 e rurl ,

H ,\' John Dos PJS5m.

~~" \-~ fk 11.o" ~ U fl Ru<~.l Co., IIl.. I. rr. 4! 1I .

Reader' of the Doe 1'1 1505 from whose min.-l .lI typewriter hshioned
,l h 'llrJlf.zn T r<Zml". T hru SIJ/J;rrl an .I T hf' oil' PX .JIlf'1 will hard lj- be
pre pared for th is. his Luest publication. It is so u{{erl~' dirlerene in pur­
pose. in lone qU.11iIJ· anJ in spirit from those earlier oooh with whic h he
always i, associated. _\bsent i, the belligerent cynic .lind the shock-seeker.
H e re is John n os P.1S005 (of ~II persons) earnestly lpp l~ ing himself to the
la,k of writing sincere, personJI his torj-. T hough sune~ing hi, m.1teri.1l.
through lenses of realism, there is no tr ace of the debunker. H e i. even
rc-pecrful in hi. conside ration of m~ny olJ traditions which one "",mld
npect thf' I),,,, 1 '~S5OI to teu aplrt .

In the rrolO/l:ue. hi. purpose is re"eated when he reminds u, t h ~t in
cJ,I' timc'. hi'lOrI- i. "tort of a monumenUl l fl . But in rim... nf J~ng:"r.

we'He ,hil'en to lhc writl en rC("otd hy the preS5in~ need to llnJ ~ nS\\'as to
lhe riddles of to.b y:· ~u relr he is wr it ing in d~ngeroUi d J~'s wit h nunr .
tOO m~n\-. riddles still un~n.wered_

So he· has 'iet out 10 return to lhe .tnteeedenlS of the :\ lI1cri(~n rcp uhlic
11ne ma in trail tlkes him had h . Ro~e r \\' illiam'. " the fir' t gr eJt lcJdcr of
,1emocr,lC\- in ,\ me ricJn lik"; t h", oth er ro ' I'h,"nas Il, tTerson. ' I'hell
fono\\" .ide trips 10 S,llJ1lJ..1 .\J .t lns . Jod B.tr low. a';, ! Ihl ~ h II cllr.1
Rradenridge.

H is Sam .\ J alJ1s is aJ mi rJhk. T he ])", I',.",m I'er.i"" i,.\ blen,l ing of
the qu ,lli t ic. th.ll m.l,le :\,b m' in"lImp,""ent a, .t m lle,-IOT lIf lalel bUl J
l'iJi!o ruus force ill slirrin~ th", ima~ i llJ t ion of 1 moh intn lIIot ion .
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Jdlcnull III hi" hands i~ d 'L' line 11"111<:-lu\ ing -r.nvsmau , respected h~'

,1 11 Amer-icans who have ever paU>led 10 make his ;K'l uain lanc" between
the COH~r5 of a book.

But it is with Roger Wi lliam s tha i 1>0; I'assos m,l Rhod e Isb nJ cn 3ft:

moo;( concerned. T he author', admiration for the pioneer " h" "cm,..:J an
ocean . brin ging the seeds of J whole ci"ilil-<31ion in hi, head" nmlinuJll~

creeps Ihrou lil'h the pagel', but fortunJlel~ J! W;lyS eecapc- the boiling point
"f hero worship, T his preacher . '"'riote r. reader an,j linguis' i< to ~
P..,,;os 110 hollo w idol, bUI J mavrcr moulder of the th""ltht< "f men Jnd J

cuurageous lI:u i.le of ,1 groping JX'Opk.
Thoug h it is murh t he long est of th e hiographics in the I"Kll . il is Mill

onlv J life in miniauH<' . no t J fu ]l length port rait . Hut I em rcell! n"
ot h·... r puh1ic.llion which reveals "0 (luickl~' to the rC.I,ln J. ,-lc.H 1'.111orJ.I11 .1
.,f ] " th Cent urr f': 11.'(b nJ with r J.rticuLir re fe rence 10 the rdati"n of .1

violcn rlv c1unlt;n,l: 0 ],1 En,l: b n.l 10 Ollr "\\'1 '<'CI;on of In l,l1in,l: \.; C\\

F nghn,~ .
O f course the boo!' is not "ithout fault-. 1).- ,... 1'.1 "''' ,,,:\,r ,nul,l re,;,t

Tieing his writing with sbng. J.nJ he succumh> h,·,.·. James :'IUarl , wc
HC told. WJ.S "on thc mJ. kc" ; and :O;r fdw n .l Coh o rried 10 "frame"
Rale igh. Th ere ar... ,pot o where the work is ch" I'I'." \t nl.lny po;nt, it
t:i...,s the reader the imprc..s;on that the au th or on,' .!.T.," ;nll'n,h to retu rn
III e ctcnd Ihe<,.. oketd le' 10 ,i:r'·J.lt·r k!l~th ,,,h I ,k r th. In th e case of
I{og,' r \\·illb 1l1 ' ....speci.l llr. thi, reviewer eJ.rnc, tl~ loope, that he will.
hceJ.usc the essence of .1 n"uhle h; ()g r arh ~' is here.
Providence Puhlie I . i l;. f ~ r., · . CI ..' R~ 'C t t:. :'II ~R" \"

,.,

8 \1..\ ' 0 . :' Ilu :r. Dt('~ \l mll 'I . I 'H I

T he accuuntx of rhc :" K' i,'II' wa c audited 1". ,\ I[rc,l J. \ ' i" r" under
Ihe direction of the .\u.!i t· Comminc.... Joh"n II. w ells. CI.lirmJn.

f 1:;-1- ,1.1 :;.60
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Nc\vs-Notes

of the R hode Islan d I li storica l Society

Our plans for mOI"ing to J ohn Brown H OI.I ,e arc rrogre,sing sarisfac­
torilv. T he nulling of hoth the ,ilver-nult ~n,l wine-cellar hJS been
rein forced with nmnde; ,n,l the \'ciling of the Lu ter strcngrhcncd wi t h
metal be,ms. ~tecl shl·lI-ing has heen imt.ll1eJ. T he maiu house has been
fitted will, additional clcct-ical outlets.. \ blowe r scsrern to circulate the
hea t is nea ring completion. "

We expec llO hcgin mO"in,l:" about Apri l tim. It will be a slow pn ...e".
ne(essitaling an almost complete suspension of activitics of the l i h r~r~' "

\J;i e request t he indulgence of om members and lh<: public Juring th i,
period of unavoidable rcstricr jon and dislocation .

• • • • •
T he Southern X cw F n,l:" land Con f" ren( e of H is:oci(', 1 So(ielil" hl·'. l

its first meet ing in the Cahind, J.l l1 llH.'· 171h. Dc'k gale, from 11 " i('tie'
attended. Lor ing \l c:'ll ilk n. Dir ector , ."; t.1tl'n Island H islorical S. iel\.
spoke on the subject, " 110\\ we Sl ud:. I ,,,ca l ll i ' lO r ~' on ~ta l e n I, land :"
O n Sunday, F l'h r u " r~' lst , D r" Rachel 1. H u ri. Kjlparrick led a !i"rl:­
d iscussion fol1o\\'ing the re.l,ling of her ['.'per. " Tr;1l"kin,l:" Dow n R hode
Island Dialects." T he large number of .1CTepl.l11(eS for C.lpt. G eorge H .
Bowdcv's talk on " The St rategic I l1) rO C l ~ n tT of ;-'; .n ragan,e!l Ba~' in
Xaval l lis torv;" ne,-e"iUlcd the rem",a l to l he Pic tur e G allc rv at
Faunce lI ou s~ . kind h" 1".lne,1 for the o<'c"ion bv Brow n l Tnil·e; lill .
Le onard Bacon . I' ulil; n I'ri/,c \ \-' inner for l'oe t r.", ·1 'H I , /!.ll'e a rcad i~ /!
of his own poe m" Sun,la.I', !\-l arch l st , "Science durin /! the Revolution,
wit h 'pccia l referenCl' 10 Rho.ic 1, l.lnJ " W~, the IO,,j,' "hosen h.' I . Bern ard
Cohen , of H arvard U nivc rsitv for the <:IT:1ill /! o f !'-hrch 241h.

• • • •
T he ne w C ons t it ution adopted "t the Ann ualm ....ling. J.lnl.l~r.'· 191h,

h~, hc<:n prin ted an d copies arc availnblc Oil re<.jl.l ..st.
~e"eral changes were made in the list of office-s: llarris fl . Burk lill

was elected P resident, Ch.lrks B. \hd inm'\"•.1 " ice l'rcsidcn t. ( i corgl'
I. . ,\ Iiner became "I'rcnsurcr..111,1 the f(] \lo,~'ing gen tlemen chairmen of
Committees: H . .\ Ill hon ~' [)~'<:T , :'I l emhu ship; Char les C . Relll in,l:" ton,
I ,ihran ' ; Alber t H . 1'ob nJ , Fin.mcc. "I'he oth er officers and ..hainnm
of CO;llm in ees kindlv consented to continue th eir services for another
vcar , Wcstcotc H . 'Chesehrnugh \\' .1S elec ted Assistant Scc rc tnrv and
i l uwa rJ \ \' . \\-' iho n, ,\"i'lanl T rea, urer . ,\ t a subsequent meet ing of
t he E xecutive Commiucc. W ill iam C . Roclkcr W." elected Di rect" ;
and Lib ra-ia n. w. n. 1<.
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