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A ttacks In" Algerian Pirates Create
" ~

Demand for American Nan'
hy P Al ' 1. f.' R/\ S CIS GU':ESOS

Alm ost one hundred and tifrr years ago, in 1793-9+, d is­
parches from Lisbon and Cadiz relating to Algiers were
eagerly scanned by many of the seaboard inhabitants of our
young republic. Algerian corsairs were un the loose and
American lives and property were in danger. Severalletters
and one petition contained in the valuable manuscript col­
lection' recently given to the Rhode b land Historical
Society by the H un. Frederick S. Peck throw much ligh t
upon the reaction of certain Rhode Island merchant s
against this threat to th eir shipping.

Prior to the Revolu tion our vessels, protected by the
tr ibute paid by Engla nd to the Barbary pirates, brought to
the colonies a rich harvest from th is region. Du ring th at
period about one-sixth of the wheat and flour exported from

, T he Hono rable Fr.:J .:r id :' . I' ed:. LL.D.• of fk ho n Court, R~ rr ing­

ton, RhoJ e hl~n J . C;"n: rnor of the RhoJ.: ('1JnJ ~,,(:ict~· of Co loniJI
Wal"i . re(:enl1~' pn:lent.:J 10 the RhoJ.: !.h oJ lI i<toriCJ] ~I(" i etr J vale ­
able collectio n of 2·H man usceipts, mJ i n l~' letters, cover ing the p•.- rioJ
fro m 1752-1 11 ; I . T he major ir,l" of theloC arc fro m mem bers of the famous
Pro vidence mc rrantile Iamilv-c- ihe BrOWn>. In add irion. th ere arc faid\"
!Jr~e grou ps of kll <: n fr01;l \\\ ·1<-" 111 <: .Ymnld, Hcuj amin Bourn , all:\
T ri'ralll B Ll r~c,,>.
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the colon ies, one-fourth of th e d ried f i-h , and a conside rable
quantity of rice had been sold in t he-e pur f!- and had
bro ug ht good price". Between eighty and one hund red "hips
and abou t twe lve hun d red -caman were (,:l1 gagcd in this
trade."

A fter we we re an independent nat ion o ur shi ps wen '
fair ga me for an y ro ving corsair th at mig ht wish to capture
ou r merchantmen and ens la ve uur seamen. :h a res u lt , our
commerce languished even though j efferson had been able
to secure a liberal treaty wit h M orocco in 17R6. for Algiers,
T unis, and T ripoli had yet to be dealt with. During the
negotiations with M oroc co, two ..American vesscls had been
seized by Alg iers and their crews consig ned ru slavery.

W hat should be d one about it ? Sho uld we adopt th e
Eu ropean pol icy of paying annual tribute or should we
cons truct a navy and enforce respect for our tlag in t hese
rcgi on~ ~ j efferson chose th e latter.

In Septe mber, 179J, a sudden truce brough t to an end
the hosti lities existing betwee n Portugal an d. Alg jers. T he
Porrugue-e blockade of the Stra its of Gibraltar was lifted
and the Alger ian cr uisers once more threatened American
..hipping in th e Atl ant ic.

At th e rime we believed that E ng land . fear ing th e ri-in g
power of Amcrican com rncrce, wa- rcsponsiblc for this truce.
O ne Amer ican ship master, Captain Lewis of Boston went
so far as to wr-ite that "there was no doubt en terta ined in
Lisbon that th e British were the sole manage rs uf th e tre arv
between the Portug uese and the Algerians." .-\ lett er front
L isbon, da ted October 20th, 179.1 , carries t hi.. accusation
even fu rt her : " It is reported, that t he Eng lish have lent
t he Algerines fr igates, and a:; many ve,..els as t hey want ed
to cruizc aga inst th e Amcricanv.'"

Capt ain Z. P hinney broug ht a letter to He-t on in the Brig
.";,illy which showed t hat British con-u lar offici;tb in Spain

".1. II. Latan d, A mo j"m f m-"igll 1'" Ii<, .\', (>lh c.l .. 1'1', :;i·:; ll.

" 1'",dJo /a (;"0:,"' 1" , Fd n uJry 22 , l i 'J4.

' 1'".r-iJ"", ,, ( ; .r..d ", . FeJ,mJr~ I . 17'H .

were well aware: of the movements of th e Algerian cruisers.
T his letter reads in part : " - t he E ng lish Consul in thi s city
I Bilboa i 1has received this morning a letter hy a messenger
from G ibrnlrc r , saying, that 12 ur IJ Algerinc vessel s had
left th e M edit erran ean fur the ocean; the object of t hese
\ ·e sscl ~ it seems is to inte rcept th e Am cricans.?"

Intercept them they did! S oon a tota l uf fUUT ships , five
lu-igv.und a schooner, were ill the hands of the Algerians and
the crews en- laved."

Portugal at tirst attempted to a:,:-i:- t U:o hy provi ding an
armed escort for a group of American mercha ntmen.
Captain J ohn M un ro of P rovidence sailed with this run vov.
O n :\O L 5, I i 9J , a Portu guese squad ro n consisting of two
H gun ships, two fr igates, and two 20 g un brigs convoyed
about 20 American vessel s out of the danger zone. The
Q ueen of Portu gal ordered th is squad ro n to retake and
fre e all Am erican ves-e ls found in the possession of the
Alger ians. ' T he assista nce of th e Cou rt at Lisbon soon
ceased, however, probabl y al"'l1 d ue to British intervention.

H ere at home Congress was d ivided un the method uf
dea ling wit h Algiers. :\las:sach u -,;.e tt ~ , Conn ecticut. and
Rhod e bland were solidlv fur the con ... tructio n of a nan',
;\ measure oppu...cd by the Suuther n state .... T he majority :If

~ I/,j./.

":'hi p I' ,·" ,U",/I , l'c nrusc r :;hil' '\I i" " 'r ,' , :;h.!\\; :'hip T h"", .l' , :-': ~w­

Jll JI1, H", ton , ~ h i p 11"f", Hurn hJ11I , ;'\ ~" York, Hrif!: ]..,u, \I,»s. Xcw­
lJury. I'urI ; Brig 1' .,1/.\' , Smith, !'" rN nuulh, :\' . I I.; Hrig () {it·,hr.mrh ,
K..mJ,lclun; Briji: (;""rx". TJ~ I"r . <ur~J N:lonJ:inJ: 10 :\'ewpoT1 ; Brig
1..1', CJ.IJ er ; ~h,.ma /Ji,! ..I, h. \\ ·J. lIJ.cc. 1'.·ler,J,urgh ; - l ' r ,,,·jJ ,,,u ,,

(,' r _nlt' , reJ,ruJ. r~ 22, 1794 .

\ ·J. riJ.liom of the "J,on: Ii>! arc I" h: nOleJ in D . \ \ ' . Kno x. EJ ., S .M,..l
/) '" ,, " u '/ I J 1<,1,.r"J I', I I", {"'I;",J SI .JIn 11"."-1 rdf;' Ih , Rplu r .\· /'uru .-J ,

",I. I, r. 56, JnJ in C. \" . ( ;" l.h h",ough, ( ' '' ;'''4 .' f"ln S Jr'd! Chr" " irk ,
\01. I . r. :; .1.

In the Shit, /) " m m ",/It ',I I<h,,,I ,, I JI,mJ (\' ".1' .. \. ) , '·01. [ Xcwpo rt ,
1'1,.2 42-2 4.; Iher,· is ,I ,le;cripti"l1 of J J, r i ~ (,' '' '' ' }: '' !l1;\1 i, Ii,!...! ,I' hal·ing
been L1~'l ur~d loy Ih., _·\l.e"'fi,"" .

1 /" "-,:'iJ" ,,,",, (,'., o:,df", J J. llUJ r.,· I ll, I ~'H.
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th e other states fell that we shou ld eithe r buy peace by pay­
ing tribut e,or hire a Eu ropean navy to do our fighting for us.
A numbe r of the members felt that a navy was a danger to
our libcrtv. '

O n J an·uary J ud , 179+, after much discussion, the H ouse
uf Representative - voted, however, by a maj ority of two
" that a nava l force, adequate to the protection of the com­
merce of the Uni ted States against the Algerinc corsairs ,
ough t to be prov ided ." "

Although few Rhode Island ships were in the danger
zune in J793 '" our merchants were worried lest the Alg erian
episode be a prelude to further attacks on our shipping in
that as well as other- part s of the world. Therefore, as the
letters in the Peck Coll ection indicate quite clearly , rhey
utilized this Alge rian incident to assist them in secur ing
protection for their shipping.

As early as j anuary 11th, Benj amin Bourn" wrote W el­
come Arnold" from Philadel phia that the I Iousc had U rC_
solved to equip a fleet adequate T o our protection against
the Alger ines.,, '3

On the 15th of the month J ohn Brown" of Providence
add ressed a long: letter to Benjamin Bourn sett ing forth his

• G . \\' . , \Il~n. Ow' S Jr')' .1,,1 1110' Bft'h.Ty C" n.lin . pp. -Ill -~ IJ .

- G. w..\ l1en./biJ.• p. .f ~ .

1•• \ searc h of roth th e S"~~ rf't .1I..r.-ury and th e /' mf'il ...lu Gr...#t..

for 179 3 reveals onb- two \'('foSCIJ----ont' to Providence from :\h b gJ. and
th e other )u\' ing Pr~\ i Jenct' for Hilboa.. O t her RhoJe: l eland \'e5Sc: ls, J.S
in the CN' of [he: br ig G,,/Jrgr, probably were in the: J J.nger zo ne.

I I R,·nj J.m in Bourn of Bristol ( 177.- IIIOS). Acrive in Rhod e leland
public alhirs; membe r of Congres§(: from Rhod e " h nJ; Judge. l" niteJ
~tJ.t e5 Court, Disrrict u f RhoJc b h nJ .

'~ \\'ek'onl c .-\rnulJ (1 7.f '.17 IJII ) Providence mcrchau t ; acrive in
Iwe po lit ics.

11,\ . L. ~. Benj am in BUlu n to \\' ~k<llll ~ .-\ m ol,l, J"t~J Ph ilaJ elph ia,
Ja n uary I I , 1;9-1 {Freder ick S. l'c ck Collection, Rho de l sland H i, torio l
~oei..-ty ) , ( .\.L .~ . is ., tcrhn leal ter m, \ll~a lli llg ALllograph 1.1'f1..,. SiK",J. ]

1. [ohn Bro \\ 11 ( I 7.1 6 _111 11]) Providence me rchant ; t hirJ of the four
Hro,, '"n brothcrs , active in civic anJ poli ti,-al, a' well a, rh c economic atf"irs
of t ht' Jay.

X IT .-\C K:' BY .\ LC EtH .-\:" I'JR.-HE" H

argument in favor of a strong naval f:>rce fur t.he protection
uf our commerce. Brown contended hn-t that If the general
c;on:rnment was to he supported by the taxes levied on com­
ruercc then the latte r sho uld he "Protected .\ltm f ull y" for ,
he a-ked , "will our being: all Quakers protect us r - J do
vou mean to T urn the othe r Chec k too when they have
Boxed nJU So Scverelv a!'> to han: Stopt half the produce of
c C' . , ; , ~tnc oun rerv, --.

Brown wa-, certain that a na\')" would he a good invest­
men r for "Evcrv Deller Laid out in it will make the Nation
a Duller the Ri~her for it,-: " " H e also made certain spe­
cific ~ug:ge!'>t i oll s a- to its composition, "we ough t to have at
Least three Ship s of Every Size Say 3 Sioups of Warr 3
Twenty Gun Ships J Friggits of 28 Gun s J d~ 32 Gu?,s &
3 d ? uf 36 G UllS 3 forty Gu n Ship s or ++C Ull S 3 of hf,ty
3 of Sixrv Fuur (\; 3. of Scvinty Four th ey may be all built
and paid for i ll Fuur or Five Year s and if p HI ad three more
of 80 GUll S Sav Thirtv Ships in all they will not Co-r more
then one I )oller p' ·I iead to Every lnhabbitcnt of the
t tnired Stares _ .' '' '

T he Providence merchan t felt -trcng ly that Congress
should take ~tcps to protect our trade O1g:ain~ t " Little. Pick­
eroonc Privetccr- & Allgereens" but that If ther did not
"E" ~ry :\ I01 n of Spirit ought to Q uit the Union a~d Le~\"e
Congress & the Friends to Abol li-h Slavery and Li n Wi th­
out T rade - .m_ Strung word.. the-e from -ucb a staunch
-upporrer of the new con-rit uticn.

Brown conti nued hj~ argumen t for prepa rcdne-..hy look­
ing beyond the immediate Algerian incident to t h~ time
when th is country might p~~ibl y have to contend With the
mig ht uf Eng land or France. T his is of particular i n te~e~t ,

because withi n a period of lc:~~ than twenty year') t he United
,:, ,\ , L. ~ , l" h" BfCJ \\ n 10 Bcnjami n Bourn ,b Id Providence, .!-lIlUaTY

1 'i. I 7'H ( Fr~,krid s. I'c,'k C"llert;"n, R hoJ ., 1,]"n,l f I j· turir ,,1 :'",.-idy ).

'" "'iJ,
1: j/JiJ.

" 'hiJ" h:c' FriclI.k h,- lIIl'an , Q u"k cr s,
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States wa.. to engage ill a naval W a f wit h each uf rhc"'C
powers.

I Ie wa-, also certain that, should we " omit the Build"
them ,rill a W arr takes place it will be too Late," for " the
handling of Grair Ships &: Grait Cannon with their Grait
Acquipments a rc not to be Learnt in a M oment nor the
Xessessary Articol-, fur their l '~ at all time.. to he Got _ .. '
Brown de veloped this line of reasoning fu rther when he
wrote " Can their Anchors, Can non &c &c 1'It: .\ lade in :1

moment Xc sr. Large Shi ps Requires time bot h to build
& Acquip them and the P ractice or Art of .\1a nnagcing them
to the best Advantage Acquires time, _. " ".

T he Providence merchant saw no reason for us to he
depend ent upon the "Queen of Portergnil nor 110 other
nation to Convoy Our Shiping,- ." In add ition he forc saw a
g reat naval future for thi s country "with in the Age lIf M au
Sa)' 70 Years from this as t he United Sta tes J)oer h if we
beg in Now & Con tinue Incrccseing the :\:I\"C\" as we (;1'0 0

Rich and X umerus as wit hin 7f) vcars the In·hahhircnt ... of
the United States if their Co"; mcrcc i~ Incour.tttcj &
PHOTECT ED will Exceedc in nu mbe r the Inhahhiten t~
of F rance, _. n e'"

In conclusion the business -en -e of Brown came tu the
fore when be wrot e to the Rhod e Island member of Con ­
g ress "I ndeed I Suppose about O Il C third of all the Cannun
for the T hir ty Ships I have proposed mav he made :H the
F urnace H ope " wit hin four or Five Yea~-.""

Welcome Arnold shortl v received another letter from
Bourn in Philadelphia d;;ted J anuary 17, I iq~. Th i~
hro~gh t the news that the H ouse uf Reprcsen rarivc , had
decided to construct a na\·y and that the ncce-oarv expense

I~ Ibid.

,0 /ll i J. ( U . S. Pupllb li" n, 1~ 7 11 \\ .1; .; ~ . ; :; ~ . J ' I ; Fr.lIl n ·, 1 ~ , ! ,,~ ,

.16,102,'121..\ shrewd gue sser lI". l S J " hn Hw wn. )

~I F~ 1l\"u , (UTllJ(C ""·ne,l b.,· the Brown,. loc ated ncar rhc ,·ill.l!!"c ,,f
Hope, R. 1.

:" Set' ;..:ote I:; .

would be borne bv the mercantile class. Bourn wrot e as
follows, " the Co~mittee will report an addition to The
im post. I had hoped they wou ld han: favored some other
obj ect, than Commerce already overburthened. " .a H e was
certain that no naval force cou ld bc hired in E urope and
fe lt that the bes t hope of immediate rel ief for our cum ­
merce Iar in the fact that "Portuga l will not abide by the
late Truce & in rhur Ca"'C she will re new her blockade of
the St r-aits in the Spring .":' T he Rhod e l slund Represen­
rativc fel t, however, th at in 'Spite of th is po-sibi liry it was
still absol ute ly necessary rc go ahead with plans for con­
srructi ng the navy .

T he desultory action of Congress which fr ittered away
the rema ining: day s uf J anuary and all of February so in­
furiated some Providence merchants t hat a petition was
dra wn up d ated February 20, 179-1- entitled UTn the M cm ­
hers o f both i luw,es of Congress." T his, the last of the
docu me nts in the Peck Coll ection referri ng to the Algerian
affair of 1793-9 -1-. 'Sums up the argumen ts of the mercan tile
class favoring the creation of an effective navy.

After accusing Congress of wasting val uab le time the
petition goes un ro describe the burden of taxes which had
been placed upon our unprotected commerce. T he wri ter..
of this d ocument wcndered if Congress though t "the M er­
chants an: all usu s that they will Continue to be rbu- Im­
posed on and nut une Single Step tacou by You h) P rotect
the Trade by which you are paid your Illy1r \\"agers, - ." ' ·'

O nce aga in it wn... emphasized that the national reven ue
was de pendent upon an exp and ing comme rce w hich wou ld
of necessity llcl'cl protection. In addi tion , th is docum ent

.a .\. 1.. :'. Hcu jamiu Hourn to Welcome .\rnoIJ. J Jte,1 l'h ilJ,lclphiJ ,
.J J nll.lT~- 17. I 7'1 ~ I Frc,lerid S. I '~d Collcc nou, RhoJ e' Isb n.1 l Listori cal
.... I(" id.\ -).

·' ,bid.
"" l'c titiou JJJr <:, ,,,,J I " ,11Im!>I'·j r;f S Mh 1/ 1> /1 )11 "f C"" XI' I JI, ,bled

Feb ruJr~ 211. I7'H I Fr~J <· r id ~ . l'cck Collc(t iol1. Rhode Ish n.ll l i>tor ic.11
Socictv} .
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demanded again that we take -teps fur nati onal defense even
if we were at peace and we re opposed to war.

T he final point ad vanced in the petition supported a land
fax to defray the cost of a navv. The writer cla imed that
such a tax was j ust and proper because th e farmer was de­
~ndclH up~n the export marker for his profit . I f ou r ship­
ping was driven fro m th e seas because of the I;Kk of naval
prot~ction, the farmer would he bou nd to suffer. Accord ing
to thi s pla n a tax of " hal f a Dollar on Ea ch Citizen of the
United .st.atl:~ to be propo ti.ond on Each Stat e Accord ing to
the Constitution wou ld Raise nearly T wo :'\Iill ioll & a half
of ~Dol h:TS :' Sun: alltogt:t~cT Suffitient to build & Acquip
a .F I :e ~ of 1· our nmcs the 'strength and Consequence of the
SIX Ships Latel y Reported to Congress bv their Committee
with Such a Fleet as thi s our Pre~ id~ n t would be not
only. heard but Attended too hy Ancy of th e Beleganr
Ibeligerant I Powers whe n he Complained to them of the
Treatment of his F lagg &: with such a F leet the Farmer mav
Expec~ a Competit ion in purchcs-ers for his prod uc beca us~
the Shipper wou ld E xpect to Send it to market without the
Fea r of 'such Insults as is new Common to our Flagg
th roug h out the world _. '''~

T oday, in the present state of wor-ld affa irs the result of
t? is Al gerian incident assumes real importan:c. T he agita ­
non of the Xorthcm states, so wel l mirrored in th e letters
from the Peck Collection, re-ulred in tht' authorization bv
Congress in :\larch 179+, for th e construction of -ix frigates.
Three.of ~~e~. the ['n;/l'd States, ConJ/;ltl/;rUl , and Con­
s/ella/wlI; ' were completed and formed t he nucle us of the
permanent l tnitcd States ~a\"y ,

,~ I oU .

.,r It is "f inte rest to note tha! iUl11e ( ,m non inlcllJeJ for rhcsc 11<'\\

fng;1lcs wcrv lllanufactufI:J at thc I I"J'C FUTnaCl'. T h j, \ cnune seems I"
hal'e run inl" ,lillicu!tie5 .lCcor,ling 10 a lcllcr ,bled I,m uarl' I I i t}(, from
Bruwn & Fr .lllr i. I" Benj am in R"l.l rn In II<: foun d i;l lh<' I ><' r ~' C"lI ect ion ,

-,

T he Scott Familv Need le Work
!J~' RI C H .... RLI L s Hcaox H OWE :-;-

On 30 j une 176 8, J udge EUW.\R U' 'sCOTT (}o/m\ 101m"
Rid /,ml' l, the head of th e main line of the Scott fami ly,
died at Newport . In his younger days he opened a Gram­
mar School" at X ewport , the tirst Classica l Schuol in
Rhode Island, which he was teaching so late as 17J~ . Fo r
twenty-fisc years he was one of th e J ud ges of the Co urt of
Inferior P leas, at Xewport, t he last fift een as Chief J ustice.
I n his will he c-pecial ly provided in cash and land for hit­
niece, Eli zabe th ' Scott, over and above any other fe male,
and made her bro ther j oh n" Scott, then twent y-eigh t years
old , his hei r, leaving him an e-ta tc of Xi ne Thousand
Pou nds Sterl ing, or, 000,000 O ld T enor." T hese were
two of th e children of his ne xt younge r bro t he r George,'
second son, who died in 1HO. By the de ath of his fat her
C eorge", j ohn" Scott became the head of the main line of
the fami ly, in the fifth gen eration. T o him, as head of th e
family , was passed 0 11 the Scutt Arms and Ped ig ree Roll ,
besides a com fortable fortune.

J udge Scott was a rich and pro minent man , and in his
later " ears maintained an elabo rat e c-tablishmcnr at :"ew­
port. ' Ir is th oug ht that his favorite niece, Elizabet h", who
was thi rty-three yeaT"" old, and a spinste r when he d ied, kept
hou se for him. E1izahet h" Scott 's brother , J ohn:' Scott , d ied
in 1773, after squandering about £80 ,000, Ol d Tenor," of
his fortune, leaving hi-, son and only child , J ohn Cookson"
Scott, ri ve years old , an orp han. Eli zabeth" Scott, still a
spinster, and her brother .Iuhn's Fa vorite sis te r, brough t up
the orp han child.

p- Sc~ "The ,"\'Ill' "I Rj,h ,,,J s."n," h,- lt i.l,. , J Ldl. " ", Rn" r n, ,Y. F. l{i ,t .
(,' 0 ' . R"t;""' , , .. I. X{ ' \ ", (1 " ~1) . p. 1\ .

~, 1.'Y,,,'-" ","TI- ~I f" <• •• Stil ,", "01. I, p. 1-; .."
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.~I ~ sessjon of the I nf.,rio r Coun of Common Plu s, :s....... rort. J une
COUll. 17111 111 '; I. "John Coolson :,<-ou, of :S""'rorl , an iofinl lind..r
the ige of 21 }"urs, G cntlcmin . sun r~' Elizabeth Soon of Xewpon ,
G ent le••.oman ••pin ster ..•. Dam i!i:C T"cn l ~' Thou...nd pounds b ..... ful
mo ney." Ih· ....u then thirteen ~ ' t"iTi of ige.

In ' i lH , if lilt" Xovcmbcr term of rhO' same Court , (w hen he Wi!

silt....." ~- ..u , of ige:) hr his gua rdian, E lizi n..·t h:' :'..-oll. he sued Am os
Girdn er, J r., uf S c:wpon . ~-cumin, in i n ;KI100 of lrnp.... and eject­
ment, for the renllc r.'" of ;l farm, or !riCI of land , containing IWO hundred
and t\nnl .\··~<· \· cn acres, ki ng pin of rhe Ham mcrsmith I' H In', latelv
divided by J i hlcd Hrenron, CS<luiu.- . Je(ciseJ. tu his four sons, Jihled,
Samuel, J~me5 ~nJ Benj ami n. Damage, [ 12( 1) lawful money , ScOIt, by
h i~ gu~rd i~n , w,u gin'n f'06S<':I5ion of the f~rm, anJ (-; ~ r J ne r paid the cost
of the suit. £ I II <J ! I 0.' G ard ineT~preald the case, an J . Oil .-\p ril 178 ; ,
the court confirmed the above judgment.'

O n 14 :'-cptem hcT 179 1. John Cool-on ~ou, fur £Joo lawful mone~·.

101..1 to his Aunt, El iukth Scott, a Jot of bnd with a Jwelling house an d
buildings; al... another lot fro nt ing un ~ u,!:ar I.ane .. ,ulherh' , whereon
b td y Hood a :' uRJr House and Di ,t illcr~, all in .'\ c"'rott .u el n the same
J~~' was m~Je the following indenture:

" ... between John Cookson ~ull of .'\ ("wporr •.. C-;l·nt leman ...
and Flizat>cth Scott of :'\ cwl", rt, ( ; "n l1 cwom ~n •.. for anJ in con ­
sideration of Ihe 10\'1'. honor 3n,1 r"'p"'cl rhar the ~a i,l John Cookson
SeOl! hath anJ Jnth bcar ro his ..' unt , the said Elizahc th Scou, anJ
for th~l thl' said Eli7.ahelh h.uh had the care of and sUJ'I·ri ntenJ cd
his nurture an,l ed ucal i" n from hi, earlie st inf.mcv, md for the
furth er considerat ion of BUll lawful monee b\· the' uid Fli 7,abeth
alruJ~" paid , . . thl' said J ohn Coul son :'coi t h~th ... jltrJ nted un m
Ihe s..iJ Fl il ahct h :'con an annuiu of rsn lawf ul muuev • • • OUI of
anr an.! all uf his lan d,. tcncmc;lls or mc·~uaj(C" in lhe to"lIS of
X cwpor t and .\ 1iddle row fl......,

Eigh t Ja~ l a hc r agreeing to It;,·c hi. ' lint Elizaht:l h an JnnUil~' of £:: 0
a .,"·aT for lif... John C•• ,l son ~II. then twentv-th rce ~<OJ.r. of a,i:I', was
marr id "" b~ Re". :\I r. ~," i t h , of Tr i n i l~' C hurch, TUI'!iJ a~' enning. 22

,. ~ " T hr ..\rm . ,, / Ric!u,J "',,"," b, lI. i. h.. J I•• R. " ,,, R" ...n, .' .. F. II i" ,
c -». P,,,.,,t,,, ,,,1. X(·'·I. ( 1 "~1), r. 16.

• . S r. ,po" CO~" Fl" -o. Or i".. Fil" v.; 11.1' I.

I . {hid ., c),;".. t"; I ~ . ,\ " . II, I lH.

u. '\"f" ·t or l /1" ../ " Ilk. IV. p. ~ .I I.

\'. sns., Rk. IV, r- 4 l 1.

.... .\", ,, po' I .lta ' h' -', 1 ~ "'~r" 1-4 1. r. 1.

~Ftcmber 1791, 10 I'an~' I \hrth ~ I E nglish. daughter of the bte Capt .
William E n,!: l i 5h . ~

In orJer tha t he might marrv, his ..~ u n t El i7...1heth haJ aFpuentl~' set
Lim up in bu,ine~ . .-\1 an ~' u tc: " in 179 .1 Jo~ n Cook5Ol\ :'coli had a shop
' 'ff''J6'ile \ Jr. John Ih J wen' , . Il l' remO\'eJ. III IIiOU. to the house .b ' d;'·
occupied b~' \lrs. K~ l hc T i ne \hll'o(llI ~ : a few Joors hel" w Ib nn .. I .. Ts
W harf. Il l' luJ En/o:llsh goods for sale. 1 .,

O n 30 'la rch I i<J7, Eli7,abe th~' Scou , fOT th e cOlI>lJI"~I.lOn of on e
.l"lln. quit-,:bimeJ'!n John Coohun~ ~ult the Jut of land ~'·lIh. ~ dwell­
ing house anJ huil.l;n):! in Xcw po rt , the same parcel she palJ hili! B OO

fur in 17'}1. .
I n 1110 6 John C"o l'lOnf ' :'..'ott\ wife .lied !c,<I' in,!: 5i, m:'lherless ch~l ­

Jren , the olde sl uf wh ich WaS elcv en, ~ n ,l th e ,"'lUnge't an infant , ,\g~ln
thc maiden aunt t-:l ; n t,,:t h~ Scott , the n 7 1 ~'cJTS of age, was call1·J upon

' '' '' ''''l I>I MI I> \ 11.\"'MI'1. o f .1" 11' 0"'"'''' <cot r " " ur s
\\1 1' 1· , "HIIII ' , ' 1'1>1: .• 'r ,, \"·oM ·' l ' 11I0 l' fl1' Ill' ,.",,1\­
H 'T. 11.1 / "<1 lit . ..·"T T. ,.MI ~ I -"k' 'l _l . R.~' I>l"\ '. ' 11 1 k " F

RICII , MI' "''' 1 1 .''1' 1"11. 0 ' · 11' . ' C •• k it ..". 1'1 . ,0,'1> .

~ IU ("rl. ,.... ili"". ,.,It " f ~"' r"'" uiJ I" I..'r ""r n I"" un . ,·,,~'. ~r f, o",
"\I " r " r",~.h lr i" thr . 1.... 'e" Jr. [" ,l,e I --~ Rh"J.. [.1. ,,,.1 \ ' , ,,,,, . " f !':r"ror'
f,,,,ili.,, W ill i. ", t:" ".l i. " " •• l i ,I.<I I", : ",,,I....h.., .. 16; I 1..",, 1••b" .... 16, ,,,J
1 u"J" 16, I bl"k ; IUI , 1"f r,.

", .y ' " t ,,,, .I/r" ~,'..
S , ,,·t " ,, /J. d " 11k . \"1. r. 4 11 1.



" I" II1 clI1"1\·

of John ~;ot1 "h~) Jid
Xov. I J. I lWII. J1:d 40 .i:
.\l u !hJ hi. wife whf) did

Fe bj-. ~~ . 111 11 , . JgcJ . II:·....

.T he cmbroidcrv is d one in rough. medium and tine silks,
usmg th e sarin, couch and long -sti tch. Seed, or spot-stitch,
~n t he chur,eh . T he: colors arc whitc , cream , grey and black;
lig ht, medium and dark hlucs ; lig ht, medium , and dark
brown s.

[0 bring u~ .....me more ch i I J r~·n . John C•.-)hon' Seen died three rc~n
llt~r. 1,6 xo- : IlIn.H . ..nJ Ihc ",unt t :Jil-:, belh d ied on ~ J..nllu~· I ~ 09 .
Ie\en " ed,s ..fr~r . hl s Ju:h , lun og Ihc JI l or ph..n children noging from
Sarah Cool,," score, I , .' " ..rs olJ, d" "," [ 0 Soph iJ. who w.....bout -4
,oe,an old.

In 1808 Elizahcrh~ Scorr made the " M emorial .. the
thi r.:d oldest piece IIf Scott needle work, here iilusn-ared.
T hIS was made 011 a fine , thi n piece of silk, shee ting weave,
?f a c?unt of I ~~ () \~~.o threads pet square inch, of an orig­
mal s~z~ of I ~ ~ _..... hound on the edges with a strip of
7/ 16 linen binding, douhlcd over, th roug h which th e silk
was laced taut ( 0 the em hr uiderr frame.

As framed today, the cmh roidcn' is stretched bet ween
two mitered I Y-i " x Y-i" pine frame~' 19~ ~ " x I5" fastened
toge ther. The fr ont frame i:- co \·e~ed with bla;k velvet
showing, U ll the inside of the 2 Y;" gold leaf frame, an inch'
black border.

T he embroidery, reading from left to rig ht. fi rst pictu res
t'ol;-o crossed t~ees. X ext, a smal l urn rapped monument,
WIt h a wreath 1I1 the center, on which are the initia ls " E. S."
[Elizabeth" Scott ]. N ext a woman dressed in black faces
th e ma in :\I ollument, wh ich has a large urn over an inscribed
p~ncl ; hack of the m.0nUl~ent is what is probably a weeping
Will ow tree; to ~he right l ~ a church. T he inscription on the
rand of the mam monument reads:

THt-: ~C()Tr n:\IILY :SFrnU: WORK

T he church is done in a microscopic bla ck spot-stitch. of
a srvle enr irelv different frum the rest of th e embroide red
piece, and in e~actly the sam e stitch and style as th at used on
" The Fisherman's Ret urn at Sun set ," made by Sarah Cook ­
son' (Scutt 1 De Blois, E lizabeth's grandniece.

Eli zahe r h ~ Scott must han: started h) make thi s M emo­
rial sonic ti me after the death of M artha ill 1R06 , and had
it pret ty well fi nished in 18U8 when J ohn Cookson'l Scott
died, as she herself died seven weeks afterwards. T he em ­
broiderv due s not seem to have been f inished, as th e face
and hand of the central figure is un completed. It would
seem that grandniece E lizabeth finished the piece by em ­
hroidering th e church. as it is so clearly her tH'C of work .

T o the wr iter thi s part icula r M emorial has more signifi­
C;UKe th an j u-t a piece of embroidery recording th e deaths
of two people. T his Scott family was \"ery proud of its de ­
scent in the main line, from oldest SO il to oldest son, as is
shown by the ownership and descent of the ,' ott Arm s and
Ped igree Roll . So it rna}' wel l have been that when E liza ­
beth" Scott made this embroide ry she was doing a litt le more
than first appea rs to the eye . Alt houg h a spinster, she consid­
ercd J ohn Cookson" Scott her child , as she had brought him
up from child hood , and had taken care of his mothe r less
child ren. .so she made a :\ Jemo rial to herself on the small
monument , mar ked "E. 5.," and on the large monument .
he... ide it, a me moria l to the man - hc considered a son, but
what was more important to her , a mem orial ttl the last
lJIalt' of an ('.\1;'11"1 Scon line .

The embroidered :\ Jcmorial of Il1 08 de..ccnded from
El i zabcth ~ Scott to :\I a r ~- Sm ith ' ( Scott I H unter ; to Capt.
John Scott" IkHlois ; to Ed ward Thatcher" DeRlois ; to
'John Ed ward" l Ic Blois ; rc Lillian ' l Dellloi s l Fox. the
present , and sixth owner, in tin : gene rations, in unc hundred
thi rty four years.

Til E F1Sll Jo:R\lN"" 's RETt'R~ ,\ '1" q '~SET

T he fourth . and last example of Scott needle work, i"
the piece of embroide ry entitle-d " The Fisherman's Return

'tH O DE I ~I..\\:I> III:,TORY· ,,-
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at Sunset", made at Newport, about 1825 , bv Sarah Cook­
son' (Scott) Dell lci-. She was the oldest daughter of
J OltS C ()(} ....~..o s · Scurr, (1 01m , George', 101m", 101m\
R;, htJrJ ' ) merchant , and was baptized at Trinit v Church. .
Newport , I )'lay 1i94., and d ied at X ewpor t, 30 )'larch
1835.. She marri~d , at :\'ewport , ~ J uly 18 15. J ohn'
DeBlOIS, horn at Xcwporr, 5 X cvcmber I i90. died then:
18 October 1834., son of Stephen" and J ane ( Brown I
De Blois.

T his piece of embroidery is 1 8 ~ x 2r. and is done OJl a
fine piece of silk. sheeting weave, wit h very fi ne black er n­
b~(Jiderr silk. almost entirely in a microscopic do t. or spo t­
stitch, with outli ne in continuous short-s titch. T he effect
of the whole piece of embroidery is that of :t black and whit e
steel engravin g.

Read ing from left to right . the scene shows a high cliff,
partir covered with trees ; in t he foreground a woman with
a fi sh basket on he r arm is talki ng to a ma n wit h :I tish pule ;
in th e center, a man fishing frum the shore ; in the rig ht fore­
ground. a man and woman in a boar , in the righ t midd le
d istance, a full rigged ship, sails furled , at a castle dock;
three flocks of birds in the midd le sky ; grey tinted clouds
at top of picture.

T he embroidery is framed under g'la-,... on which i...
painted a 1;4· black border wit h two gold leaf hand... On
the black ha rde r , at the bottom of rhe picture, is pr inted in
gold leaf lett e rs, " The Fi...herman 's Retu rn at Sun-err .'

Sarah Cookson' (Sco rt I I )cBIIlis wasa teache r.and ta ug ht
a child ren 's schoo llob at Xcwport . T he exact da te when she
sta rted the schoo l is not known , hut is supposed to haw been
about 1820 . She was ma rried in 18 15 when she was 2 1
years of agc . She had eig ht chi ld ren, born from 1816, ttl
1835, and we do know that she ran the schoo l up t" t he time
of her death .

W e have the fo llowing tu ition receipt " which , un for ­
runatelv, is undated :

" \ fr..\ .... h ""bornd•1

to ~~uh c. DeBioi•• Or.
T o ,,;-hoo]iog three of hi. ch ilJren I> weeks
~ l .,.tpcr wed

$-3 * * O. Received rA~-mcnt.
S~uh C. DeBlois."

Sarah Cookson ' (Scott) DeBl ois wro te a beautiful hand,
a!'> is seen by this receipt. T he writing is sma ll and de licate,
and looks like copper p late. I n fact the lett ers arc so per­
fcc t lv made that at firs t glance the receipt I OlJk~ as if en­

graved.
\VC k now that she taugh t needle work, and if "The Fish­

erma n's Return at Sunset," with its microscopic stitches , is a
fair exa mple of her work, it explains her poor eyesig ht , as
mentioned in the letter.... of her husband. J ohn ' DeBIoi... ,
wr itt en from Newport, 29 Sept. 1834. , to his son "John
Scot t" DeBl ois/ I" ( then 18) on hoa rd the . Iu'/Iey Cldrk,
Cap. Paddock of N ewp ort, R . I., P acific Ocean. . .. Your
mother savs she will wri te vcu a long letter be fore long, as
her eyesight is pretty poornow... ."

j ohn' Deblois died the nex t month after writing th.is
letter. and his wife Sarah died 11 \'c months later. Again

cc. h nrn Ih~ \I .. ~ cnllre t'"n 01 I!c'fltoi. p.,..,.. in Ih F"'~.i...n of \ 1... F,"nk
B. FOI. R~hoholh . \h .

dd . ,\ ,. f .....born 1to,.n .1 1·" "11........11., R. I.• 14 .\r.il 1- ; ...... 01 J on.rh. n
.nd \ -h u h•••nd m ird ••1 "I . \I ichod ', Chur<h. 8 ••,,<>1. R. I.• 10 D<'Cnn~. 1806.
Abi,.il Gilfor d.

Nc . Fl om Ilk \I .... , ...Ilrel i",n of DrH I...i. p .~ in l b. po"..., i...n .../ \b, . fu nk

B. r oo, R~hobot h. \ 1'0" .
II. e .re J ohn Senll' 1), HI" i, 1..1 lrd \lof, l"r l·' rl . ~~<l,," nn Ih.

1,,u,,I1... }". i. I r." , n. in 1~ 41. O n hi, nu l ,-op " h, .. .. 101 \ h tr fnr e~rl.
".".Idl, On Ih, ,hip .,h ...f l......,I ". " I S , ,,' Ikdf",d. lU4.Q. O n Ih, ,.,« <,<,d. n r
tr ir I.. " •• \1 ..1" "r fh• ••" " " ...1. nilin, I.om S , ,,· lkdf",d I J un, 1~'iO. Thi•
.... Ih, hn", ~••hip Ih. 1 .. .. " ,"" in . "d .~ n k by • ,, 1..1, in fhr I ·., i ~ c oc..~ in
U'l Ihe . tofl' ,.f ...hi,h " 'u ' " ~"rhi<.l1y told in lh. leh,,,, l book. 01 fh. t p,,,od.
.nd ~omm"m~r.'fed in the P"''''. "'1'1., \\·on <!r , f~ J W h. l, ..." publi ,l.ed in London
Pu~( h, 6 Dr< . I~:;l. II , , ,,,,,nu nd. d Ih. b..k l·jx;[.. ~I, 1~"1.j . Aft" I.i. relU'n
from fl.i. ",'n,,' Ih~ b..k , \1 ,d;~. 01 S ew R.df" Td..... " p"j. lly built f", him.
.nd oail, d o ~ h,; ",.iden t, ir f,o", S ew Ikdl",d. 15 Jun. 18;6. II, w • ••«om_
p."i , d on Ihi. '·"P.' by hi. ...if,. II. nl-ld. on. mO'~ ,-oy"'••nd, "I~rnin, hom.
11 Au,. 1~6J• •d ircd I....", fh, ... . . , ..... .. ' 8rJforJ .\ f ....u.'. ]
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the re was aft orphan family of six ch ildren. T he hom e was
of necessity broken up ami the furnish ings stored at the
home of the mother's youn ger sister, :'olar y Smith ; IScott)
H unter. T he oldest ch ild , J ohn Scott" DeHloi-, 19, was
at sea ; Edw ard T hatcher Deblois, the t hird son, went into
the fam ily of Will iam E . Coo k, blacksm ith, at Portsmouth,
R. I. . and the othe r four ch ildren wen: d istri buted among
rel at ives. Years after . :'o l rs. H unter, and her da ugh ter
Rebecca. ret urned to these chi ldren the Scott Arms, Scott
Pedigree Roll , pieces of em broidery , vario us fam ily pic­
tu res and other articles.

1\. miniature in oils of Sarah Cookson' IScott ) DeB lois,
on front cover, is owned by her great -g randdaughte r,
Lill ian' (DcHlois l Fox. T his picture shows a wom an about
twenty-six yea rs of age, and was painted in Xewpo rt about
1820. In the pictur e the r igh t hand rovers the left, and the
ar tist has put the wedding r ing on the only hand that shows,
t he righ t. T he pa inting is 011 a piece of ivory, 2 ~ ~ H by J ~ -j " ,
in a han d carved wooden frame 6Y;" x i 0 ", mortised and
rennonned togethe r . painted brown wit h a 0" gold leaf
moul d ing inside th e frame. O n the hack edge of th e minia­
ture , th e artist has painted his name in m icroscopic lett ers
so small that it is impossible to read .

T he emb roidery, " T he Fisherm an's Re turn at Sunset,"
about 1825 , desce'nd ed fro m Sarah Cookson' (Scutt ) De­
Blois to :'oJ ary Smith' (Scott) H unter ; to Ca pt. J ohn Scot t"
DeH lois ; tu Edward Tha tc her~ Dell lois , to J ohn Ed ward"
DeBlois , to Lill ian ' ( DcBlois ) F ox, the present and sixth
owner , in four ge nera tions. in one hund red seventee n years.

.\ lary Smit h' L ott ) H unter was born at Xc wport. 8
J une 179 8, and died there , J J anuary 188.\. She mar ried ,
at Xcwpo rt, 10 September 18 15, Andrew H unter . :'oJ rs.
H un ter opened a small gi r -ls school , about 183 7, on th e
secon d floor of :" 0. -' Di vision St reet, where she and her
daughter Rebe cca lived. As earl~' a.. 1856, when her daug h­
rer Rebecca, unmarried , was .\4- year.. of :lge, she moved the

I
I

I
I

.,choul 10 the Brenton H ouse, 10.1 C hur ch Street , which
pla ce she afterwards owned . :'oJ rs. H unter died in 1883,
and in 1886 Rebecca huilt a new house 111 the rear , and when
completed , tore down the old hon-e." T he new house at
X o. 103 Ch ur ch Street is still sta nding, 119421 with a
deep lawn in fro nt where the old ho u..e stood. J ust after
rnuving into the newly fini..hed house, Rebe cca wa..drowned
at the foot of X arrngan-ctt Ave., " Forty Stcp-," 25 J uly
1887. T he school e..rabl i- hed In' :'oJ rs. H unte r became a
well known schoo l for girl s, andwas cond ucted hy mot her
and daughte r for about lifty year s.

\Ve do not know where Sarah Coo kson' (Sco tc) Dehlois
kept her school , but presumabl y it was at her home. \Ve do
know, however, that she was running a children 's schoo l
when ..he died in 1835. T he date for t he ope ning of :'\l rs.
H unte r's schoo l, "about 1837," is so near to th e end of her
siste r Sarah's school , that it may han: been, and it see ms
probab le, that th e school headed by :'oJ rs. H unter was a
conti nuation of the school t....tablisbed by her ..i..n-r ,

I fI the Scott fami ly there were school teachers in the
fourth and fift h, and two in th e seventh gcncrnti cn.

Research on the needle work of th e Scott women has
brough t 10 light man y new facts abo ut {his interest ing
familv, which woul d have otherwise been un kno wn. T here
arc few, if an, ", cases in research work where a stud v of
handicra ft has' added so mu ch to th e genealog ical kn~w l ­
edge of the fam ily. As a r ule , outs ide of bir th , marriage, and
death , l ittl e, or nothi ng, is known about the ear ly women.

~~ . \I " . r . ~ n k fl . r " . h~, ~ r i' h lTr ..kr n in ,hi. "ld f1, r nlon li n...... ~, Xu . ,.., .I .
..1>0,,,, l~ ~". "n ' lor ~..k "j .. hich i. "Till~n "So",lh W~' I "',nr' nl lhe I. ill lr
1' .. 1"•• IlH (' h.."h "1......1." T hi. r;.r ..,~ ,Ion.. , I h ~ .~.-." .h .... ~".'I~Tly .. j ri~hl.

~nd Ihr S.-.u P, J,, '<, R. lI h.n~in, un nnr ,.j ,h~ ...u•.
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Shepherd Tom's Grandfather
by C\kOI.l;\;E I hZAkD

T he j enny Cake Papers of Shepherd T om H azard are
recogni zed more and more not cnlv a~ a contri bution to the
folklore of Rhude bland, hut as a ~ont rihution to American
lite ratu re . Shepherd T om had been brought up with ~ r rong

Engli sh as-ociation-, a.. his mother, :\I :u y Peace, was taken
to E ng land from Charl eston for her ed ucation. She went
to Kendall We-rmorclaud, to a familv of her father's
friends named Wakefield, after whom our Rhude Island
Wake fi eld was named, and went to Dottenham, the famous
schoo l cond ucted bv the Socierv of Friends in London
tini~hing in 1788. :\ dd i-.on and S~'ift were the model s of th:
day in prose writing, and th e-e papers of Shepherd T om's
bear witn ess to the ir influence upon him,

T he thesis of hi... book i-, that his Crnndfath er'.. cook. th e
famous Phylli:-, W:I~ th e re mo te cau-e of the Fren ch Rc vc ­
luti on . H e boldly embark... upon this course of reasoning,
but is always d iverted to tell of the achievements of the
cook. or stories of the neighborh ood . It is indeed a slender
thread to hang hi-, talc .. upon, but his Grandfather.... cook
is the constant !e;/-IIJO/ij to which he retur-ns.

Who was his Gr:tndfa ther! H e could not have known
him, thoug h he .....a... born in his Grandfather's hou-.c in
179 7. H is Grandfather. " College T um," died August 28 ,
1798, while Shepherd '1\ >111 was stil l a bah,', and it is an
ironical fate .....hich ha... perpetuated hi!' fam e in rhis delight ­
ful but frivolous fash iun as Shepherd T om's Cmndfnthcr
rath er [han in his own rig ht .

. For Thomas H azard , son of Robt ., as he always signed
him self, wasa remarkable man. I l is sobriquet to distingu ish
him fr om the man)' Thomas H azards was gained hy his
attendance at Yale College in late [ 730.

l i e was horn in 1720, and his dcsceudauts stil l che rish
nne of his Lat in excrciscs; « smal l pamphlet of fold ed paper
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..titchcd together, un t he page" of which arc be autifull y
cngro-ced in Lat in the "Articles of Rel igion," th e T en Com­
mand ment .., the Apo-tl cs Creed. and th e Lord \ Praye r.

O n one of hi- long rides, to and from college , the "to ry
i... that he met a pl easant companion and fell into conver­
...arion. T he stra nger enqui red what his relgion wa ... - u:\
Quaker," Thom a... repl ied .

"They are not Christian people," said the srraugcr, and
(I) the a... ton ished vour h ad ded "Thcv ho ld th eir fe llowmen
in ... lave ry." ,

This sayi ng sank deep in the pmng ...tudent's hea rt. with
the result that, about 174-5, he freed his own slaves, and
became an urdeut ad vocate of the abolition of ..lave ry.

Slavery even among Q uaker.. was not com mon. Young
Thomas H azard 's father had many slaves, and the broad
ane~ of the Xarrnganscrt Plan ters wen: cul t iva ted bv them.
But from his verv c.u-lv manhood he becam e an' ardent
worker for aholiti<;n. '

H e is Slid to have been a tine handsome man, a blue cvc d
fair I la zard , for it wa... 1I0t, so t he old folk ......aid, unt il 'hi:­
marriage to Eli zabeth Robinson, da ugh ter of W illi am
Robinson, L ieutenant Governor of Rhode Island , th at th e
dark haired H azard .. beca me numer'ous. That marriage.
in the old Quaker meeting house on a :\ b y morn ing in
1;4- 2. wa... :J. notable occasion , the certi ficate bei ng signed
bv manv friend.. and relat ives of both famil ies - "Bv this
~arr iage 1 han ennobled my family," Gover nor Rol;i n~on
d eclared.

The proem was twenty-two yt:ars old . th e bride younger .
and th eir long life began auspiciou ... ly.

There arc tradit ion.. of conflict wit h his fat her over th e
... L1\'ery que ...tion . Ii i... fat he r did nut fre e hi... slave, hut hi...
will bequeathes ..orne of them to hi.. child ren, and the old
tradition i.. that the others were freed at his death .

When Brown l Jnivcr ... itv wa ... founded, T homa... H azard
wa ... une of th e I ncorporators, and el ected on th e fir r hoard
lIf Fellows. H e wa ... on a ll th e impo rta nt committee uf the

meeting, and throug h th e Revolution 011 the Com mitt ee for
Sufleriug-. lie and hi, friend :'\ I l.N:~ Brown wen t to Ca m­
bridge in the cold wint er of 1i;6 a rmed with a letter
to bo~h . General H owe and General Washing ton a..king
permrssrcn to gu through the line.., which wa.. granted by
both generals , a.. they wished to dis tribute relief tu "neces­
-iticu- persons."

So ear ly d id Friends' Service Com mittee, which uf la te
yea rs has d Ulle :-UCR won de rs in wa rs, begin to fu nction tu
"feed the hungry and clothe the naked," as this letter rc ­
q~Il;~ s t.., They report, February 12, 1716, that they hav e
gwen aid to 14-1 siugle persons, ha\'i ng- di-r rihuted t 229 .
4-". and Jd.
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;\ littl e la ter the :\ Ieeting H ou-,e i.; rep orted in a bad

condition , h:l\ 'illg- be en used a.; a hospital for French
soldie rs. T hirty pound.. wa.. allowed fur damage-, hut had
not been paid. "Therefore Thomas H azard i... desired to
apply for the ...ame ," th e F rien d s' .:\Ieeting" record sta tes .
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Rhod e Islanders ha ve a special interest in this staunch
Friend whose Grandfather sold the land to the Meeting
he served so well, as this year the place on which the meet ­
in~ house stood, surrounded by its unmarked greens, for
the "plainness" of Friends did not all ow the flowery epi­
taphs of the times, - has been taken over by the S()(it't)'
fo r the Preser..~·.lI;O" of X t",x I~' IIKIII II.L .-I IIt;q ll;tit'J, for
perpe t ual care .

The N arra ganset t :\lceting came to it:' end in the last of
the century. W ill iam II. Pe rry was the Clerk who had the
records which he confi ded to rne, and from which I wrote
a history of the Narragansett ;\lceting published in 1899.
T he land lay neglected , so I be came the inform al custodian,
and twenty-five years ago put up a tablet , g i\'i ng a brief
histor y of the place. T he reve rse of the tablet has a specia l
inscription in memory of T homas I i aznrd, Son of Robert,
called Col lege T om .

T he j onnv Cake papers to uch on the lig hter side of life
in their amusing fashion , hut it is well to know that thi s man
was a good deal more than Shepherd Tom's g ra nd father ,
who had a famous cook. C.-\ R() I.I ~ E II.-\Z AR (}

The American Dream - 1X+1
'" am more: and more a P uritan. I Ion: simple manner... ,

... implc ta ste s, a simp le govemrnenr, which Iu s \"l'r)" little
to d o, which lean'S everyt hing po- sible ttl 1'It: d une hy t he
indi vid ual , and which stimulates tale nt o f cverv kind, not
br pat ronage, but hy gi\"ing talent fre e exercise', and Ieav­
ing it to its own rcsou rces , n government of which the COII ­

..rirution mar remain tirm as adamant, while the men who
administer it mar he changed every yt:ar hy the pop ular
will. T his is the countrv for me, and rnav it he the coun trv
for mr child re n , and m;y it please G od such a coun try lung
may he the United Stares of America. "

From the' j '_"I'I/" I ..[ Fr ~ l1< · i . \\' J~' lJ nJ . •luring his visit to Futln " J m­
u ar~-, I ~ -4 1, 'l U<>1<· .j in , .~ ,\I t'1f/ ,,ir "f Ih t' L ift' ,mJ /"11" ,,, " f f" ,m , i,
lI'J\,I.m J . 00.1.1..n.. bv his " ,m. Fr.1I1r i, \\'.1\ baJ JIlJ II . L. " 'Jd JnJ
(:< Y.. 1>\1.7). II. 2_1.i4. . .

The Frederick Stanhope Peek Col lection
T he recent gift uf two hundred and fortv-four manu­

-cripts to the Society hy H an. Frederick Stanhope Peck is
thl' must valuable addition to the librarv in severa l vears.

The let rer-, and manu-criprs in this co'lIection an: ~ wel ­
cume.complemen t to the Society's large collection of papers
rela ting t tl the Hrown family and their associates.

w. (;. R.

Rehoboth ( ~ la ss.) Tcrccn tenarv

T here is cons iderable of int erest to Rnode Islanders in
the series of articles entit led Earlv Rt'llObof li FlJlIJilit's 1111'/

(:··...rnts, by Richard LcHnr-on Bowen, curren tly appearing
111 the .\'t",,:·/:·n~/alld I liHoricll1 & ( ;t'lIr'al01.;( ld R t'giJler .
In the:e:arly days, of which Mr. Bowen is writing, Rehobot h
wa~.ahout the sam e: size as P rovidence, and the peop le and
:dLllrs of the two towns were c1o~lr associated .

T he old town of Rehohuth was j ust across the Seekonk
River and ccmpri-ed , in its greatest exte rn, the present town
of East P rovidence, City of Pawt ucket, town of Cumber­
land, and a part of the town of Harringto n, all now ill Rhode
bland, together with the present tOWIl~ of Reh obo h, ~. 'c­
konk, Atrleborough, and a part of the town of Swan-ca. all
now in ~Jassach uSl'us. T he center of the old T own of
Rehoboth was ill Rumford where the present Xcwman
Cong regn ticnnl Church I White Church I now stands. From
tnl' earliest days to wel l into the eig hteenth cent ury. P rovi­
deuce had no csrahli sbed d octor and was dependent on
Re hoboth for its medica l and surgical aid.

T his year is Rehohoth's tercentenary, fur Seekonk, alias
Rehoboth, was set tlcd in 1 6~ J , three hundred rears ago
f h i s sp r i n~ .

w. (;. R,
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C:"mfil..J /'." \1. D. R. 1"11 Rcdlic h, LL. B.• Ph.D.• with a Fure" ur.l
I'>~ .\uhur ,\Jams. Ph.D ., F.:' ..\ .

!>uhli.hrJ h,· I'or O , J r . "I Ih {'",,," "I Ch.rlnlu,ne, ".1- I. pp. 1~11. ($I'.'HI.
. ... ,.1. h,· \, . lJ . k . ,,,n R~.ilich. 1'. O. R·" • I. Old '·... 1 Office .\n"c>.
Chic ...., 111 .

"This is J h:.,l uj ru~ ..l p<:Jigre<., "r"ught down to twenty-four tir>t
emi/l:unts to :-\c" EngbnJ. J.nJ through them down to the pre~nt gcn­
er.nion, shu"in!! proved lin •.,; of J.ncesl~ [rom wJa.'. 194; . b..ck to ;HII.
J. loul uf 124\ ~"J.TS, through some forty-four gcneuti,m. It is the tir.1
schuLr1~' '''If.l of the linJ to bt: wrirtcn an.l there is nothing in print to
<'''Iu..l ir, even in Enl';fanJ, II is .I "J.lu..blc contri"ution to rh ... science
of ji:... nc ..Io:'Il:~' anJ hJ.."·[ the lonl/; li,t of "exploded" peJigrees contained
in m"SI ..f it> predccc .. ,rs.

T h......ompiler of lhi, h:lf,l. \ lJrcellus Don..1J R. von Rc..J lich. ",.rn in
lI un~ J.t~ . i, an .\merican ... iti1."n J.nJ scrv...J in the . \mcri"'J.n \rm~' in
the Ii!">t \\·" rl.l \" J.t, li e i, J Fe]],UI" of the Rova l Soclcrv of Lileulur ...
"f Ihe l ' niteJ KingJom. J. "el1,lnO\'n eontincn'ul geneJk,gisl. an.l Jur­
ing th ... I~,t lhin~ ~eJ.r~ hJS conducrcd ji:ene..logical research in man~

!-:urup<:J.n c.,unlti"•• as ",,11 a> in the United States. He is J. la"yo:r h~

pruf."i"n an,1 i. th" Juth"r uf fourteen pu"li~heJ works, among which
are / " "'''1.1' ;','1.11 l•.r.,' .., .. •\"b-,litM~ !r" Dif lt;m.vy . 1I·t;,./J P,·"M""/i.
..nJ the 1...-:,. {,J .\ ..fi".t!,

Dr, .\rlhur .\,lam,. "h" 'HOle the Fureword JnJ J.,;;i"o:J in the corn­
pilati'''l .,f th ... h:,ol. he.id... king J. \,dl-lnown ,\mnican geneJ.lv/(i>t
JnJ ..n Inl,·rn" li' lllJ. ll., . l n" " n medieval lteneJ.lo,e:;,t...runl'l"J J.nJ editeJ
rh CII",IIi, .. l 'i ,i!" ! ;" '1I'..Ji", ....,. 1(,6 ... pl.l"li,hcJ I'>~' the H u k in :'ocid~.

1 nJ"n, I '01.1 , I I.· i, J Fell, ." ,.f the :'....,ict.,· of r."ne..loji:i'l;; of LonJ"n.
of th ~ .... i,·t.,· "f .\nti'luJ.ri,·. "f l .o nJ oll, of the R"~' J. l :'.){id~· (If L iteralu r"
"f th l ' nit...,1 King.l"m . Ih.· .\mcri.'all ~",'id.l· oj r.cne..loji:i,t;;. J Ill.·m·
h::r oj lhe C" mmittee ' Ill Eng li,h allJ r " reign ReS<:J.t...h , JnJ of the Com·
mittc... un I I...ul.lr.I' of lhe -",ell Engl.> n J H i,toric f; .... ne.l1".!:icJI
:'.",·iet.l, .·Ie

" 'h il" there Jre mi'l.lKe, III thi, h:.,l. I"e~' "to: reJ.lmi,ul.·" not ,in'
..gJ.in't lno"lc,lg.·. It l' lf lK f"u r ~e.u> l\or110I-,r"l'lTe Ihe .\b~ . T his i,
Ihe ti t<! ,,,lum,, ..f ;1 >l· rie. h' J,,, r uhli,hecl . an J mi'Ll1". fO llncl in thi,
volultl .... willl'>e ,·"rr'·<"I<:<I in Ihe nt:,t . " hid ! will l", unclcr Ih.......o-.lulh"r­
, hip uf ]) r, ,\'\.nn. alhl D r. mn RcJ li,'h.

T h... ,·hicf nitil'imls ,,( lhe \• •,,1 H C. tir' l , Ih.'1 il is nO! dOcll lllcnte,!­
" 1l" iJ ,· " I 1h... 11.1 llle' " f Ill" mcn who n Hnpil ...J it, Iherc i, Ilolhin!! !<J

in, lil';!le th.· Irem"lhl'lll' "1l\(H,nt "f ",'h"l.>r,hip lha l w<: nl ililo it.-.lll,I,

F\II' F R(lR C I I. \ R I, t: \ 1. \ (-; ~ I'''~ m::,n:-"'D.·\:-\T~

second, IhJ.t the J.rungemcnt of the ro~J.l p<:dil{rees is \"er~' complicated,
bcin/i; ,;preJ.d throu!,:h the h:lf '~ in sections, imteJ..1 uf heinl/; I'>rought 10­

~ether in "ne place. Both theloC fJ.ult, "ill be ccr r..ctcd in the ne~1 volu me .

H ere is ..n impor tant source h:lfll, prJ.eliCJ.lI.,' un~nm"n, c.\eept to
medieul gene ..~im. t hat should bc in eve ry lil'>tJ.r~· in Rhu.l .. 1s1..mJ ,

It is import..nt to Rh"J e I.h n,le r, for the rca.. m IhJ.1 J.1I J"scenJ..nts
of Jea'my Chr~" . of -",ewport, Presidenr Re/i:ent of Rhode Isb nJ in
I b ~Ii , J.nd of Kn h"rine (\lJ. rl'>un ' ) Scou, wife of RichJ. rJ ScOIl of !' rm·i·
dence in 16 311. hJ.I" eleJ.tI~' proved tin", bJ.d to Ch..rlcmagnc. T hese arc
rhe onl~' rwc pm"e.l RhoJe !sh nd lines.

T he Jeremr C IJ. rl e line is COTT"Ct J.5 sUle,l in this l>c:x,~ J.nJ i. one of
the eleJ.test J.nJ best documented linn in X ew EngLmJ. Jnem~ C h rl e
is t"n ,I:"n<:TJ.tiom Nd from th" pr~nt I ~~ J /l;enerJ.tion. J.nJ is in the
thirty-fourth generation from ChJ.rlem"/I;ne, T his is the w..~· the line
lrJ.ces hJ.d:

J ERE\IY" CLE RKE (or C IJ. t l e) . Nrt. at EN FJ.tleigh. cc. Ken t. Eng ­
land , t Dec. 160 ; ; J, J.t -"e.... port. Rbod e "bnJ in Xovember 10 , I ;
!' rn iJ "nt R"I/;en t of RhoJe I ~L,"d . 1 t>~ II ; nne of the founJ<:r~ of -""w­
port; T ru surer of -"ewport . I(,~ .-. ; ; Lieuten..nt J.nJ afte r.... ..rJ.
C ..puin of \I ilit iJ. ; m...mut 16 .r ; . "'u nces [La th..m) Dun,e: J. n. ""pl.
in the I'..ri,h of Kempson, co. 8 <:d fur J . Engb nJ . I ; Feb, I"nq 10.
J ...t :"e" po rt in September ,,,; ; . wi,I,,, , of \ \ ' il1 i..m DungJ. n. J.nJ
J..u. of I.e wi, Latham, fJ.koner of ChJ.rk, I•

\\ 'ILLI:\\I" C LERKE. gent.• of bst hrlei,e:h.co. Kent , J.nJ St, Borolp h
.\l.1g..t<:. Lo nJ on ; m, J.t :'1. .\nJrew·s Holl'>o rn. I U Fe". I ;':I1i 9. \b r\' ,
.1..u, of :'ir J" rome \\'e. lon, .

.1.-\ \1 F:,3~ C I. ERKE, gent.. of EN FJ.rl"il';h• .1, J.rout t to I .; Ill. J.Mut
I ,61'" \t.. r~' , .l..u. of Sir EJ"..rJ :'nl'>~' ( ~n i l h.'") .

(; rO RGE "' CLFRKF. ,e:"nl.. of f orJ 11 ..11• .1, I< \! Jr. t;; l< ; III. J.roUf
I ; B. Eliz..h::th, Jau. of TI",mJ ~ \\ · i],fo rJ e. of Ih n riJ g<'. " ..ri,h 01
CunhrooK. cu. Kent .

ELl Z.--\H ETIl ·" H· KKFK ~ . m. abuut t , Oil • .I ..m.·, Ckrle• .!:enl., of Fo r.1
H JI!, J. JhuuI ,W ~.'pt. I in. ;till (If Juhn C k rh ·. ul f or,l , IWaf

\ \' rutham, ('n. ti: "nt,

~l K II E-",RY"' "· ERR I' R~ . Knl.. uf th.· m.mor of lI .ltllbld ul1 , Rutb nJ ,
.1.2 1< f) "c. l i no ; m, \ l J rg..r.'I, ,I.m..1rhlro-h.·iress "I \ \ ' illialll H ed ­
>1.111, of L Ist P"d ham• .m,1 ", i,lo\\" uf \\ ·illi.lm \\'h"k nh,lI1.

TH() \!.-\~ " FER RER~ . inherited th.· m.lllHt' ;m,1 J,h o\"ons uf \ \ 'ahon
m J T "ttenhall, .1Ihl the m.Hlu!> uf C hJml'''yM in \\ '(M,Jham Fern·r.;,
F!cd no" , lI elh" , Jnd CI"Hrh, d. (, Ian. 14 , 1< / '01 ; m. F1il.a" .,th, ,bu.
nf ~ir Ih lJ win Frc' ilk. uf T :1l11Wun il Castle, l'l!. \ \' arwi(·l .



RH O DE I SI~\:\D H1~TORY SI' RI:\( ; LH ..: T ll RE "'F RIEs .,
WII.I.I.\,, ":, BATt'" Fer rers of t ;nohy, bJ pt .. .:!:; .\pr. l ,l ; .:! ; J .. 1)\ \ 1.1.'

IU ; ; 01.. tirsl, af ter I n Oc t. 1311 11 .. Ph ilippJ , JJu. of Sir RO!,N Je
Cl ilfo rJ . " >merim"s c.alld LurJ C litfnrJ .. b~' \huJ, JJu. of T humJ\ Je
Beauchamp. J-:JrI of W.1rwid .

T he next twe"r~'.,il. gO'nerJlinn" from thi, point had to C h.1 r1em JJ/: ne.
UC J mJllet of r«orJc: ..1 English hislury. In fJct, in th" rhi rrierh li:enelJ·
linn, fnur J/:enclJliuns o'Jrlit:r, when j Jm",u C I" rl.,. ,Ilr"JI-,Il r".1 t-j(lJnJ.
f.1rht:r of lerem\" • CJ,;rlo' formcJ In alliance with the pt",erful Fer rcrv
farnilv, I->~' mJr~,'injol Elizabeth, the glJnJJ ...ughl"r of Willi...m, Haren
Ferr~ rs of (irol->; . JnJ Philippa, J ... ugh eer ur Roger Je ClitforJ. some­
riOlO'S nllo..J Lo rd ClitforJ . 1->\' \t ... lIJ. JJught"r of T hom..., Je !kJ. uch.1mr ,
En t of W Jrwid , the Clerl~ hmil~ hJJ definitely entereJ, .., ro speak.
the inncr rinl\: of En,l(li,h historv.

T hc \ t Jrbu r~' fJmil~' peJigree fullows mu.·h the ....me p...uern ..., rhn of
th" C I.1d e Iamilv. There are hundreds of Rhod e h b nJ Je:i(enJJnl> uf
I->oth JNelll~' (,b~ lc anJ KJlherin" t \ h rbury ) .' 'ott, anJ .all of th""" who
can pro"e their ...nc"Irry b.u:1.: 10 th.'k IWO eJTI~' :'\ew E ngb nJ emigunh
have J pm'cJ pedig ree, ... 1I worleJ OUI . e xtcn.Iing back 1 .:! ~ .1 year, \(I

Charlem...!tnc: J.nJ the t-cll'inninll' of Enll' li,h historj-.
RICIl IA!> LI,B, ,,.. ,, 8 <>1' "

J.'" l'> ' H \ ' 1-: "' ,1 ,"'1'
fl y "'<lmuel BruchL""

S~" \ '" . k. KI,.. h l'ubl;. h;.. ~ l ·u. I, 6~ pp., II . so pro H.'O ~ <"F' 1.

\ It. .... Broches of Buston plans <I series or .il. mCTnOJturh, on the
historv of the j e'H in :'\ e" E ngb nd. O 'le on "the .I".... . in .\ t .a ,,,,,chuselh
1I> ; U:l';' ; U" J.nJ the S<"("('nJ ..n "Jel\i.h \l a ch;l, nts in Colon ial RhuJe
Island" have m:enrl~ t-cen pll"'ishcJ.

\\'e in Rhode "I~nd ate pri nl.lril.'· interested in the Sl-"C..nJ I'JlIlphlc~

which concern, itself with the tunuetion' of E ightcenth ('enturr J ewi' h
\ Ia ch<l nu in Rho,le I, b n,1. In co nnection ,\ith the business document­
reproduced <I few facr, ,cry intere'ting to Ihi, re,'i .,wer J re mJJe J' <lil·
~I->Ic. Th e town uf \ \ ..·.1 ( i reenwich had a J ew nameJ .IuJ ol n Fu ncl.:
" no r""ei, ,,J hi. nJluralinrinn in t i ~ ~ . T he I'on ug uese .1 e" i,h immi­
,lit ranl JnJ !.:in/ilpin "f ' l' l\ ro rt cumln<'rn ', .h ron L" pe7, useJ 10 u !.: e thc
nl.ljor po rt ion of HrOl\'ll Bw thers iron out put . .-\ H .,I-> rcw ,mJ Yi,IJ i, h
oru,!-M1J·hutt" r lell er WJ S ""nl b,' ;I, kwi.h u l->hi in I i i ,' to Ihe Lo pel,
Jnd Ril'erJ fJmili," in ;o.; "" I" ,r;. 'i"he gen... rous h"aJ, of t he,,", 11\"
£ami lie. ,1"1\Jld le n lh ouS,llld feel of lumber for Ihe li rsl huil Ji ng' of
Bmwn L' ni"ersill ,

r he I e'" nf :..<'\, po rt wh" wer e fugi l i,'e; fro rn lh" In'-j lli' ll inn l' klk
rh"ir religion seriou,I., ;1' is ",i,knl frum thei r Jctermi nJlio n to ob'erre
rhe ~ .l bhJ l h e,'en wh<'n lh,ll l1u' ,111 1 f"" tro nin g im port J1\1 bu,ine" "'111·

fcr ences. H owever, Ih<.:~' JiJ not pe rmit rhcir coucern .. ith religion to
interfere with thci r :ilKiJ.I life. Th,,~ hJJ their club " here ,upper , \';1"

sen'"J ;l,nJ cnJs ph~'eJ. T hc IrJ!.:"s were limited by definit e penalties.

:'\ow rhis reviewer i, temperamernallv incolpoll->le of e xcitemcn r over
canJles, spe rmacerri anJ m"I~~""'1 " il h which moln~' 1)( the documents
pub li,heJ in the Hroc hes m"nu,lit r~ph J,,;al. li e know' that these thing;
Jre i mport~nt, th~1 men have 10,1 Ih"ir lives \\'hik deli"ering them J.nJ
th at wa rs hne been fought ever their fWlU"'IlIion. BUI since he c.Jnnor
follow th., complexitie' of .a simple "u.in~·" conlUCI he is quite I->arfle:d
b~' the gil·" .olnJ·!ol!.:e in letters elchJnjoleJ Jmong (;l,nn~' j e.... ish J.nJ
Yank ee tr aders. It seems 10 him however th.al Bruce Rigelo... (~e:

S r.:: En g1.mJ Q U.lt"tl'rly , I \ ', ~ , llJJ I ) drew the main outlines of .Varon
Lo pe z' busineu career, and ~, Broc he-s enricheJ it with more Jeuik
T he t\\"o C'SiJ~" complcm...nr c:.Jch other.

Hroches should !->c c:nmuu,liteJ 10 continue hi$ research. ,\0 hI' .10 t
know he, Lee Fr jed man ;l,nJ \ I.. rris (i uh le: in ue J.t pre..,nt the princip.al
in\'~lig;lIOTl of thc c:.Jrl~' history of j c...s in :'\c:w Engb nJ . T h" ir .peci;lJ
...-orks He oounJ 10 give better reur<"Cti"c to ge:nenl S1uJc:nlS in the tielJ.

T emple Beth E1 WlI l lUl C; . 8 11. \1'1'1

Spri ng Lecture Ser-ies

T"I'I.I.1 \ <"f·I'./i"g, '~f~il:!' ... ,":1; I' . .\1.

H" w \II.1> C nll. "''' (. of T h" E.....·, In,!irur", "'Jlem, \ taS>.lchUSClh , "ill ,l(i'e
an inler<:>tin~ ul!.: on :-O L' I.L1\' \:\ ()OR R '~ I. FT Tt·R HOO t\ ~ ,

Canton . ('h ina. 1; 99 . 11O U.\ .

T UI'I ,/,,-," /'r I'"i",~, .\lJ\, 1X ... A':" I' . ,' I.

I'II.OF. .In n: , 8. H Ill'.1 '. t:hJirnun of the II iSIHf~ I Jc ~'''' rl n1<: n r. Broli n
l·n iH r, il~ ' . " ill Jis,:u;;; lhe Inpic-

H .-\ ~ T H E l""TFIJ ST. \1 T S U :,\R:'\ FD ,\ ;o.; YT HI ;o.; r.
FRO\t IT ... I' R E\ 'I (lL ' ~ W.-\R"';

Prof. II " J g'" wil l ref"r I" the foll..wil1/( recen r "oob: La', Li/'1'·
tn lJllt, I", 1)" ugL" :-0, J-' r"" I1l J I1 . .~ /"·Jh ,m, l. i" (1' /1l ,UTi thl' F if t h
C',{'o n!/ h~' (;<'or,ll" FOr! \ l illon, Rl'r'l'ifll' in lI".1 " hh,~ t', n o~' :\1Jr ­
!p rel I.e;,.-)" ff itiJo ' Citi/ lr,,, hy \ \"00,1 (; r,l~ , T hl' C',milll: ',f rh"
Ci r,j{ I,",It hy , her~ C r,I< en.

Fo Jl " " i n 1 Ih ~ I"""te. 1' , ,,1. t1 " J ,,~. ";111".<1,, r"""d·',,~lc .Ii"".. ;" " , I, i' ."~""to",,

Ill;" ."m~ memh~ro ",i,-I,I he ;lIlt"r_!<'J ,,, ,~"J ,I,r" b",.k. i" ".I",,,,, .."h~ "'~'·I;n~.
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M r. President and M embers of the
Rhode 1sland 1/istorical Society:

The year 19-1-2 was an eventfu l one in the history of the
Societ y. On December 9, 19+1, two da ys after th e country
was plunged into war , at a special meet ing, H an. Charles
F. Stearn s, President, presiding, the Society voted to
accept M r. J ohn Nich olas Brown's gi ft of the J ohn Brown
H ouse on Power Street as its home, and to sel l th e Cabinet
at 68 Waterm an Street to Brown University for $15,000.

Under the resolution offered In' I Ion. Add ison P.
M unroe, a P:lst pre side nt , and second~d by M rs. T . I. H are
Powel, t he Presiden t and the T reasurer were empowered
to execute the necessary transfer of deeds.

At high noon of the day before Christma s, M r. J ohn
Xicbola s Brown presented President Stearns with the deed
at an informal ceremony at J ohn Brown H ouse in th e
presence of the office rs of the Society.

Shortly after the first of the year, t he work of preparing
our new qua rters for occupancy was begun. O n April i,
the first truc kload carne over from Waterman Street. Suffi­
cient progress in moving had been made by J uly i to open
the doors to our members and the public. By the end lIf
the year more th an fifteen hundred had signed the visitors
hook. Guests fr om out of town famil iar with historical
societies in other parts of the country, were enthusia... ric in
their ad miration.

Report of th e Director and Librarian
Submi t ted to the Annual M eeting , January 19,1 9+ 3

O n Augus t 7th, General Nathanael Greene's 200th
birth day was celebrated with d ue pomp and ceremony.
Addresses were made bv the H onorable Theodore Franci s
Green , United States Senat or, Governor J. }Ioward ;\1c­
G rath, H OIl. Francis ) . ;\lcCabe representing .\hr or Dennis

"
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Cash ill Hanb
CJ,h. pt·ll.\'
Securiries
l nvcstrncnt F UIl'1s in SJ\' ings Acco unt
John Brow n H ou se
Hoo k. and \ !.In u>c ripls
RC.l l I'w per!;" in CU'lOd;.
Furuitu re .md Fixture's
M useum \lalcr i;ll

T ot al

T oLl!

Ie 1. III~T()R I C:\ L ~OCIETY

D iJ!", rumr Jlt.(:

Operali ng Expenses
fohn Hrown HOll S ~ Rccollslr un ion
i'aid !ll En downrc nr Funds
Securities purchased or ~xd13ng~d

Dcpo sin-d in ~ a i' in/o\"s Hanls ..
Orhc r Expendit ure

'["laL

The accounts of the Socictv wac .ruditcd un ,ln the direc­
tioll of th e .\lI.l il Comnuncc, John H . \\' ~ 1 1s , Chairman.

R u t' i f f J;
( )pe ral ing Receip ts ( Dues. State Appropriatjons, ctc.}
C" nl r;h ul ;"m , gcncral pur po>es
Conlrit.ul ;.ms. endowment (Life \1 ~lllbcr)

~.de of 6 l< " ·J lcrm.1Jl :' 1. ..
~cnH i l i <'s '0ld . cll1cJ or exchanged ..
U ther Receipt s

T m al

Li,/J,ilitin :
Liie \ lc ml-K:rsh ip I-:ll Jnwm ~n l Reserve
(-;cneu ! Endowment Rcscrl 't'
John Hrown H ouse EnJolI'm~ n t Resen c
Revolving Publicatio u FunJ
Surplus
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,\ tota l of 574- hooks and articles were acce-sioned in
194-2. Severa l gene alogies wcrc notab le, incl uding thiN '
of thc \Vitter, Ha llard , (;u!oney , Hlanchard , and Carc y
( \'irginia) fami lie!o. Of particlliar intere..t to Rh od e Is land
werc rht, Hurgc!o ... . I )cxter and T ill ingha..r gCllealogie:-. thc

J . Ruhert~. and your Director. T he Kenrish Guards, of
which Genera l C rccne was a charter member, furnished a
C uard of H onor under command of Colonel T homas Ca!oc}'
(; rccnc.

1hIring the yea r, a numbe r IIf organizations held meet ­
ing!o in our IlCW qua rt ers. Amllllg" th em were the Rog er
Wil liam- Fam ily Association, t he W e- tcot t Famil y ; \s!oU­

ciation , the :'\b.yflower Descendan t-, Southern X ew E ng ­
land Conference of Historica l Socieric-, : iuth County
.\ Jux:um, Xat ional Federa tion of :'\Jusic Clubs, the Ga!opee,
X ichclu.. Cooke Chapte rs and the State uf R hod e Island
D . :\. R., and the Society of Colonial Dames in R hode
Is land .

I Ir. j am es I .. H anl ey, Supcriutcudent of the Providen ce
P ubl ic School s, held a sta ff mcet ing on O ctober 2~th.

The-e organ izations have me t in our quart e rs by invi­
tation of your D irector , with the approva l of t he Opcr­
ating Committee. Such societies as the above have found
the J ohn Brown I 'louse a na tura l and attractive p lace to
meet. I t is ~fe to anticipate that a return to more normal
conditions will rind the Society'., facilities in great demand.

One of the obj ects of the Society is the promotion of
intere-t in historica l activities throughout the State . Your
Director ha" been honored hy invi ta tions to add ress th e fol­
luwing meetings, during th e vcar : Hlock leland Histori cal
:-\ucicty. J amestown H istorica l Society, C hristopher Greene
Chapter D . ;\. R ,. I{. I. State Fall .\Iect ing of D. A. R., at
Hill -g rove .\ h :thod i!ot Church. \\'e"terl y l l i-rorical Socicty,
the Roger Wi lliams Fami l} As-oc iarion , l-our Leaf C lover
Cluh, and W omen ' .. City :'\Ii...-ionarv icty.

• • •

la-r some 1200 type written page". Forty-one genealogies
were receive..d , e leven of which were compiled and donated
by me mbers. :\ number of genealogical charts were al:-;o
added ttl our extensive collectio ns.

We have the col lection made and com piled hy Colone l
H un ter C. W hite covering "Xotes and Hi-tory of our
Court-" dating hack ttl 1636. A nother i!o the " Prohate and
Land RCCUTlh" compiled by M arshal l Ylcrgan who also
con tributed three township maps of :'\Ia..sachuser ts, Rhude
b land, and the X ew E ng land States which han.' proven
of great hel p tu members in research.

The " In dex to R hude bland Gra\'e!o" l ty pewritten) and
given to the Society by C harles P. and M art ha :\. Benns
covers a great deal of research. The-e record s arc in six
volumes, th e last three huve each its own ind ex. T hese
volume- han' been microfilmed and arc available to
..tudents.

Paul C. Xicholson has presented two more I .og Hook-­
to add to cur growing collec tion.

:'\J ~. George \'". Gardner presen ted a group of 21
medals and I ~ banner emblems of the Civil Wa r, all of
which have been placed in the va ult for future mu-cum
disp lay.

T he Head ing Rooms have been used exteusi vely, and
667 hooks huvc been loaned for outside use.

I 'nde r t he circum-ranees, th e lib rarv has nut onl v sur­
reeded ill serving the publ ic bcvond expect ations h~ t hn­
grown. though the atten tion of the !ota ll has of necessity
been directed to other purpuses. From now on, it is uur
intention to concentrate on building the library alung it-,
lines of specialized service.

• • •
L et u- con-idcr fur a mome nt the particula r field which

!ohould I'll: cul'crcd h\" rhe Hhode bland Il i!oto rica l :-:'ociet\"
lihrary in ordt'r ro j ~!otify it!o cxi stencc. "

\\'c hal'e here O IlC uf rhe la rges t gc nealogical lihrar ie:-;
in ~ew F ngland . ~o utha R hude (!oland lihrary !opecial-



izcs in this material. The larger pan is printed, hut the
manuscript material, unavailable elsewhe re , is of the fi r- t
importance. A record like t hat compiled by :\ Ir . and ;\I r...
Helms, of which 1 have already spoken , will attract the
attention of geneal ogical workers the count ry over. \\'e
cannot have too much genealogy. and in orde r to get it, WI:

arc will ing to pay t he cost of having family record.. copied
or microfilmed.

Without d oubt, the next mo..t important function of (hi"
library is th e collection and preservation of ncwspapcrs.
Fortunatel y, the State of Rhode Island prov ides the fun d­
to ensure that our collection is kept up to date. l r is one of
the most comp lete fur any state in the U nion.

Xcxt in impor tance is a service to which all mem bers and
t he general publ ic can contribute .....it hout co- t. Namely,
t he collecti on of every type of record pert aining to a city.
town or organization. eit her public or private , social or
religion...

By th is I mean, Txx HOOKS, DIRECTORI F.S, LOI>G £
HOOKS, COl"~TR" CI .t·U HOOKS. CHt·RCIl and SF.WI~G
CI RCLE RECOR DS, ScHOOl. CLASS HOOKS and photographs
of indiv id uals, groups. or houses, factor ies, etc.

We have man v fine libraries in P rovidence and in ot her
parts of the State, hut th ey are all gen erall ihraries. no one
specializes in material rel evant to the State of Rhode Island .
Every type of material dealing with any pha se of life in
this community belongs in thi s libra ry. and we arc inte rested
to collect it.

The Director de sires to ava il himself of th is opportunity
to express his grateful appreciat ion of the loyal co-opera­
tion of every member of the staff. M oving a library and
museu m, which has been in the same place for 9R years , is
no simple matter . We are all very grateful to ou r members
and the publ ic for their pat ient co-operation.

Respectfully submitted .

\\'11 .1.1.\\1 G. ROELK F.R
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