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Ind ustrial H isrorv : A New Ser vice

T here han: been numerous mechan ical inventions In'
Rhude Isla nd people over the years which can be considere~l
basic inventions and which have had st rong influence on
indu-trv not onlv in Rhode Island hut evervwhcrc. T he
history 'uf these n~atters has been given scant attentiun in the
past and We find that while there is much material in t he
h ie" of the I I isroricu l Society rela ting to the early day", We
have hut link information regarding 19th Ceururv de ­
velopments. T he various types of steam engines, scre ws,
safe ", files , textile machinery, ship windlasses, automatic
sp rinklers, electrical cart ridge fuses , and sewing machines­
down to the recent Q uonset hu t-are a few uf these that
come to mind. \\'e are now collecting data on this subject
and hope to have the history and det ails of these inventions
in our tilt:" for t he use of historians and also for the use of
industry and business.

I believe this Socicrv can serve induvrr-v in a wav that
pos-iblv has nut been realized, and we are 'p lanning'to ask
our business and fi nancial insti t utions to assist us in thi'
undertaking, both by gi \'ing us any information or material
that rna}' be of interest and a lso hy j oinin g ha nds wit h us in
some form of a corpora te membership to assi- r in the added
expense connected with it.

.A number of corporations, wit h whom this matter hn­
been discussed , have a lready indica ted their wil lingness to
cooperate with LIS in this undertak ing.

CH ARL ES H. :\lAC K IX XE \ ', j 'rt'sUell!
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Our Newspaper Collect ion

W ill iam H. Sraples, writ ing an account of the R hod e:
b la nd f lis tc r- ica] Socictv fur the "American Q uar te r fv
Reg ister" ill I8J9,said: " :r he Society regard- a~ part icularly
valuable their files of newspape rs. Wi t h g reat [ahor and at
great expense, they ha ve succeeded in procuring all :dmu"r
perfect file of the P ro 'l: it!t '!J ( t' ( ; 'I'U Itt', t he ear lies t paper
prin ted in P rovidence" T heir tiles uf must of the other
newspapers prin ted in t he Sta te are nearl y perfect. "

T his was writt en onlv 17 wars after t he Sccierv was
foun ded , Since th en there has been no cessation {~f the
attem pt ro keep the Society's files o f Rhod e Isla nd ne ws­
pa pers complete. For man y years an appropriation by the
State leg islatu re for the purpose of gathering: and binding
all of the State's ne wspapen; has notably solved the Society's
problem in this respect.

T he res ult is that todav the Rhud e Is land Hi-rorica l
'society has, so far as I kn o'w, the must comp lete collec t ion
uf its newspapers owned hy :lny State in th e country, T he
va lue of such a collect ion is ap pare nt, I doubt whether any
con tem porar y expression of printed opinio n and fact, bot h
for nat ional and local hi story , measu res up tu the newspaper.
:-':0 hi-torv of a tow n or cit v can he written withou t recourse
to its ncu:spape rs. In th e 'eig htee nth and ea r ly nineteenth
cent uries even the adve rtiseme nts have unique value in
socia l and economic st udv. In the wid er fields uf hi-torv,
whet he r State or national , the whole trend of event- ·i.;
reported at regular inrerval- , in the prin ting uf d ocument"
and lerrers, in the argument" of part isan comm unicatio ns,
and in editoria l opinion, T he newspaper is omnivorous.
X ot only poli tical histury hut religious, educat ional and
socia l histor y fi nd place in its pages. L ite ra t ure, t: ...peci31Iy
e"says and poetry, was cons tan tly supplied to it... ren ders.

I f a ll the pr inted sources of hist()ry for n certain cen tury
ur de cade had to lc destroyed <ave ouc , rhnr which coul d he
chose n wit h the great est value to pllste rity would he a tile
of all importa nt newspaper.

c . c, II.

,,'

Josep h Brown, Scient ist and Architect
by J, \'"AI.T F R \\"It,sos;*

.l o-cph Brown was the second of rhe four brorhcr-, wh o
played -uch an important part in the affairs of Provi de nce
both duri ng and after Revolutiona ry times. .-\ testimonia l '
drawn up at the time of his death describe- him thus:

I I" was ,lnn·n,I"J frcrn JIl .1l1l 'i"nl ,I1lJ rc'sp""Llhk lin c· of

aIlC""OT;; 10 ,, 'hid1 his charactc r .hl,l, no incunsi .h:r.,hk lustr e.
I It: P " 'c""",! .l ,I rullt: and Illan l~ I:: <: n iu; c.'!culJtcJ fU T hu,in"".
a' " .,11 ;IS fur the I::rCJ I" H imp rovements in the lih.:rJI .1llJ u"'ful
__HI. "I"'" an,1 :-C1F'CF:-. H i. skill a,hi inJ u>tr'· in Ih" "Jrlin
part of lik in Ihe merchandize an'! m.llI ufJcrur·c·,_ in which he
"as conccrnc.l. h.1J r"n,lere,l hil circumstances e.1>~ if not

.1rtlu.·nl_ .1nJ ,·nahkJ him 10 inJul/i:c his n.1lU r.11 1.1,1" fur
:-Crr .'LT.

l ie became, ill fact, a noteworthy amateur -cic nti - t and
architect,

\\'1: arc accustomed to thin k of the lives and thoug h ts o f
our col on ia l ancestors as domi n.ucd hy rei igiou... cont roversy
and politica l triab. But th roug hout the coil/nics and , in ­
deed thruughout E uropean civi lizanon, there wa ... an in tense
int erest in -cicnce. The im portant Ollh-ancc of -ciencc in the
17th cen tury, which Prufessur Wh ite head dt:signatl'd the
Centur y uf (;enillS, beginning wit h G alileo and culminati ng
in X ewron, made all enormous im pression on popular
th ought. T he development o f -ciennfic instruments, the
tel escope and the microscope, even the thermome te r and the
barometer, gave tool- to the ..cienri-t and plaything- to the
lc ...,.. -er-iou... amateur, much a" did rad io a generat ion agu.

U nq ue-rionably the most important men ill Xcw E ng­
b nd were the min isters of the churche-, referred to a-. "That
iutiueu tial body of men kno wn a-, the :"ew E ng la nd or
puritan clerg r.- of great perso na l intluencc, they were a
rvwcr in the la nd .' '' .\lany of the most conspicuous of these

• J. W.,ltd \ \ ' ibUI1 ,l'h.H. [ Brown ) 1'11;(; I'h .ll . tvn , h anL I. . 0 ,1.\­
l'rofcs '<IT of Biulugy.

I }'" " ; .", ,,, ;,,I r" J ' ''r ~ H,. ,,". F ,fo, ",,, ,·i./,'''' (. lJ",-"wh" /11, I ~" ' . ,1/ . J"h ~

II ,IV I.jbT""', H,,,,,,, t' "i, ~, .j,-, ", 1t " " ,J . i J~ i " R . f, 1/, s.
.., w. I ' . • " .1 J . 1'. \'"tl (",. /. ife, J ou, . ..I , ;,,~ f:. "".,.. ",I , " CO" of ,/" R.'{'a " . J

H,m.. ,h 1.' ,',..I" , I. / .. IJ" ( l"i"..imut i. I~~~, . r. I I " .



kIlO!>E I:'L\'\l> 1I1:,'J'O k Y ) O:' F1'1f BkO\\-:\ . :'CIF:--: T1~T .\ :\ 1) .\ k CH IT ECT (,.

were am.rrcu r -cienti - t-: Ezra Srile-, of Xcw port, later prc-i .
dent of Yale; ;\Ja na:-:-cn Cutl er and j ohn Prince uf :-i:lIefll;
and l)tTC7. Fuhe:o of Rnvnh am, for a time Pruft: :-"ur of Xur.
ural Philow pny, and ' :ice P residen t of Brown, then Hnud l'
bland Colle ge. Ezra Stil e,,' Diarv bas innumera ble re fer ­
cure... to hi", scienti fic nctivitic-, and ' the Reve rend Vlana-...eh
Cutl tT\ J fJ unldl tl' lI~ of hi... own activitie ... a... wcll :1" tho-c
of the peop le he visited . Fur example on April 10, 17M):
"Spc ut the morn ing- Iwith .\f r. Thomas Adam ... at .\ In l.
held, .:\ la:-:-. 1 viewing object... in the micro-cope. \Ve could
-cc that a nair has a pat h in the middle, Ill" which moisture
i-, ClllI\ 'e ~ cd from the nut ritive vc...-e ls to -the cxtr-crnitv of
the hair. Fur i... full of joints, which occasion- irs :-oftne~",. " l
I II fact ...orne ~ 'oung men ap parcnrlv joi ned the clergy to get
I ~' i :-~ rc iu.r -ciencc. This wa ... true, fur example. of J ohn
Ewing, Xcw J cr~y Coll ege t Princcton I 115-1- , later Pro­
ve-t of the Tnivcrsirv of Penn-vlvania and aut hor uf a
SYS!~·IJJ . of X li/urdl 1:·,~pt'rilJJ t'"lt/tli Phi losophy. Accord ing
to .hl" blugraphe r Robert Patterson, Ewing accepted an ap­
poinrmcnt a" tutor foll owing hi... graduation and " :\r rhi...
period ne rc...c lvcd to choO"C hi... profession , and fl'ding the
... rudy of theulogy congenial to his wishes, and calculated to
permit him ttl mingle with it scientific re...earcbes, he
adopted it with h i ~ usual promptitude and his u... ual zeal. ,..

.\ Ien ill political life were al ~o i n tere~ted in -.ciencc:
Fr:l.ll klin, jeffer...on, J ohn Adams and Stephen H upkim in
Rhode bland. Far from Lx:ing of minor import:tflfe, thi~

i nte re ~t in ~cience wa:- a :-ig nitic:tllt h Cfor in the life of the
tillle:-. Charlt::- \y. Par:-on:- qU()tc ~ Pro fe~:-or T vler , the wl'll .
knuwn hi... tor ian of :\ tllcrican Literature, th·at "the h,)]ld
Df "cientitlc cummUnilJ ll .. . hdpt'd tu prepare the way for
plliitical WJn tlllllliun,' ''' and the Br idc n b :lllg h ~ ...ay much the
:-a tllc thinl-: : " IIHl're~ t in :-cicrKt· ... proH'd :1 ... trullg fnrce
f,)r :\ Jll t·rie:lni'latiurl , hringing togcthcr per~on~ uf all ranks

" l ~i,l , r, I ~ .

• .1 ,,111, ~. " i t\ " S~· ,'f'·'" oj .\" 'h,,,,1 t"' t",;",n"~ll' '' ;I,, , ., th.l ( l'hibd..Jr f,i .,. I ~!I 'J),
r. , ii.

,. \"h" Io·, \\" . PAl " It., '· t .• th· \ ."t." j~, "I "" ,, " , , 1 ~.i~ll(~ i" Rh. ,d,· 1>1 ." .1,"
R I, II . ".. t:., ,,, I. \ ·11, r. ~ ~ - ..

in close and increasingly democratic assoc iation for the nc­
curnpli ...hment of a common purpo-e .? "

j osep h Brown was neithe r a cle rgyman nor a polit ical
leader hut acquired th e Ici... urc for hi-, - tudie... from ~UCCt..~s

in businc...~. .:'\ Ir O W Il interest in him was aro used through
inn>t igati ng- the activit ic... of my predecessor~ in science
reaching at Brown. T hi... wn......tar red in pan hy the discovery
of the remarkable fact t hat though founded by the Hapti... r
denomination with the deve lopment of the clergy in mind,
all of its professor... for the fir... t quar ter cent ury down to
I790- with the exception uf Pre... ide nt .:'\ I:lrllling him...e lf­
were science profc......or ... : David H owel l. j oseph Brown ,
Benjamin Water house, Benjamin We...t and Perez Fobes.

Fu rth ermore, a... r nan v or more of it ... early graduates
went into medi cine-then as now an important -cientitic
career- as went into the clergy. Fur example, of th e five in
the cia...... of Ii i 3, the cia"... of : lumen Drowne, three went
into med icine and only one became a clergyman. j oseph
Brown. a... a benefactor, a tru ... tee and a professor obvio usly
had much to do with this trend in the p mng college .

j o...cph Brown wa ... burn Dec. J , 1733. Ii i... fath er, jume-,
wa... the prearg rand-ou of Chad Brown, one of the fir ...t
settler... , and first elder uf the Baptist Church. j ames had
become a merchant and laid the foundation for the pro~­

pl'rity of his fam ily. l ie had married H ope Power, grand­
daug hter of Pardon T illing ha... r, another o f the c:trly pa~­

t ()r~ of the church. \\'hen J o:-cph wa~ h\ ·c year~ old h i~

fat her died, leaving the hringin!,:" up of the family to the
mother. Gui ld ~av~ uShe w:\ ... rClTlarkahh' amiahle in her
tcmper, and bruug·ht up hcr hoy... wl'll ; a p'wuf, :-ays one, of
~trength of character and mind .'" J I) :-eph married Eliz­
:thcth, d:lughtl'r of :-:icholas Powcr and they had four chil ­
dren hut the line dicd out according to (;uild with ;\ lr:-.
Eliz:t R uger~, his granddaugh ter:

"C,d ,,,\,1 .r...i" !leid. " I...u,". R ,·~ , !; .~,I (:0111" ':0' ( ""'" Y"rk , 19~~ ), r. 361.

, R . u ~. t\ .-\. C ui l d. !.iI" 1',,,,, ~N ,I t·o'''·'f'" ",h"u of )"",,, , ,1/ . "";"1 .~J I'"
T ." t,. 11,<1''' ) .I II ,,,:< ~ ["..;'·"" 1\' (I1" " " n, I ~ H), r . In,

o / IoU , p. 16~.



J (J~t'ph playe d all important part in getti ng the college
under wav. l ic was a tr-ustee, and from 17R.+ t ill hi-, death
Pro fe~~o~ of E xper imental P hilosophy. H e received the
honorary degree of :\. ~ l. in I iiOat the second commence ­
ment . I It- was el ected a mem ber of th e American Acadcmv
uf .-\ rb and " icnces and was for seve ra l year-, a rcpre-cnru­
t in : of P rovidence in t he General :-h..cm hlv. l ie had a
ctroke of apo plexy :"0 \ ' , 2'+, 178.+. and Oil ~ ia rch .+. 1 7 ~ 5 .
P resident ~ la n n i ng in a lett er said: ":'\ l r. j oseph Brown 's
indispo..ition i.. indeed a \ err heavy ..troke to u... T he col .
lege and t he church particularly feel it. T here i.. little 1'0..­
~ihili t}' nf hi:, eve r hcing rc ..tored to hi~ former u..efu lnc......
thougb he again gue~ a lirrlc ahroad. ?" H e: d ied Dec. J ,
1 7~5 , at the age of 52 .

Of his works , th e he..t known and indeed the mo-t note­
worth y, were hi.. part icipation in t he obse rvation of the
t ra nsit of Venus in 1769, a nd the plan ning of five of th e
mo..t im portan t buildings arc hitectura ll y in the P rovidence
of Re vo lutionary time..: th e College E d ifi ce, now Uni vc r­
~i ty I ia ll , the First Baptist .\ lee ting H ome . the Vlarkct
Build ing . his own tlOlI~e on South M ain Stree t, a nd the
J ohn Brown house , now the hom e of th e R hode Isla nd
H i..roricrl Socictv. Hot h these acti viti es have been ade­
quatc ly treate d , the a..rron omica l by :'\Ir. Lowne.. in a re­
cent number IIf Sky und Telescope." and the a rchitectu ral
hy Ylr, l shnm," M rs. Down ing" and Prof. Hitchcoc k."
I include th e m here to ma ke my ~ tory complete ,

I n th e I Rth cent ury t here ~eems to ha\ 'e hee n no pmfe..­
silln eumpa rah!..: to that of our modern arc hitec t, T he
ro le of sueh men as :'\I und;ty. Harr i ~on , alld .Joseph Brown
~eem~ tu ha\'e l)Cell tu ~e lcc t a pla n. more ur l e s~ comple te ,
and leave it tn the master wurkmen to earn' it uur. ;\ t lc:bt
t his was .J useph Brown\ ro le in t':tch of his pru jceb .

" l~i,l . t. HIf,

'·· ..\ lh..1! E. f..." ""'. " Th,' 1"/}'I Tr.m.i l ..r \',.",,,: ' S/.' ." .",,1 Td".-o"" 11,
,\ ,., 1>. r . ,I.

" '\ " , m " n \ 1. 1, 1.." " . 'I"~ , 11• • r;~f, II" ~,,, ' "f II,," f' ;nl H.,pl; 11." ."" h ' " ",,, ,i·
... ~. , ( I't",i<l"II"', I'I~'J.

" \,""i,,,·" .. . . 1/""",,,,, F~.),. JI " ,,/o "I Rh. de I, I~",I ( Ri, h ....",<I. l'jl").

] "II,·nr,· JI. " , ,, ·ll lril, r..."k. J t., R. " I, I ,'~~ ,/ of, .."i,.'" "" ( f'""i.l..", ... 1"1'1 ).
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In connection with l 'niversi rv u.uthe hr" t commi ttee "to
draugh t in..truction- an d prep:lre a mode l of the hou~e""
included Srepbcu l Iopkins, Jo..cph Brc wu , and the Re v.
J ohn D avis. After a prel im inary re ~,ort this cum.mitte~ .wa~

changed to re place D avis by President .~ lannlllg", I hey
reported Feh. 9. 1770, and it was vote~ " That th~ C o~ l.ege
edif ice be bui lt according to t he following plan . \"lL: I ha t
the huu..e he one hundred and tifty feet long: and forty-six
feet wide . wit h a projection uf ten feet on each "ide , I te n by
thirtv.} and that it he fou r ..rcric-, high, " u T he construe­
rion of the building was in the hand.. of another committee:
of which j o-e ph Brow n was nut a member, hut his brother
loh n was. I think there is no actual record of the pan
played by the variou... m:ll in pla~ni~g: t~e building hu t one
of the item." of cxpcn-e 111 the building I.. the ...urn of three
pounds twelve shilling- " for the pa..-agc of J~ep h ~rown.
lonat han I Iamman, and Zcph. And rew.. to Cambridge to
view the college...' '' · H arriman ( I Ia mmon or H am mo nd )
wn.. a carpente r and Zephaniah An d rews \~·a ... a ma-ter .ma ­
~OIL T he mode l finally adopted hy the building committee
wn- :'\ a~ ...au H a ll , P r inceton, which according- to G uild was
regarded as one of the tine ... t ...tructure- in the country. ,The
fact that bo th M anni ng and l ' rofc......ur l l owel l were Prince ­
ton men r nav have had something ro do wit h the ..election.

I n the planning of the First Baptist ~Icctifl g: H uu..e
J o...eph Brown ..eem.. to have played a more importa!l! rol e.
H e with H a mmond i the -ame carpcntcrt , and Comfort
\\' hearon, :t "ho u~ewr ig h t . " we re appointed memhcrs of a
cummittee " to m;tke a d raugh t (If a ho m e 90 hy 70 feet
{Ilget ht-r wit h :t tower and ...{cl'plc an d m;tke all ir.1\·oicc of
the timher and othcr material , an d :t..ccr taln tht· p rICe of the
":lI11e" . Bruw ll :tnd H :wllllnnd :lgai n wcnt to !tJ..tnn il t \)" iew
t he d iffe rcnt r hurrht·s a nd lllt'et illg -h (lusn th ere , and tn
make a mcmurandulll lJ f th eir se \'e ra l d irnem ion .. and for ms
of arrh ite cture. " ,:

.. R'.'IJ ~,-n .\. (;" il.l . /f'- "M)' of H", ,,~ 1 '" i" ,'" i ,,' " i llt III" ,,,.,,;,,, LJ·" ...",,,:·

(I' , ,,, iJ"",, . 1~ I> - l. r. ! 1...
"'IIt"f, p. 1.11.
In IhlJ, r. 116.
" h h. "" "" . .-il., r r . 1_~.
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T he final dl:~igll of t he meeti ng bouse was adap ted from
plan- in a book hy j ame-, Gibbs which j o-e ph Brown owned
and which i:- now in th e pos-essicn of the P rovid ence Arne.
na-uru. T he main bod v of t n t: church contai ns clcmenr-, of
tWI) of (;ihh,,' churchc~. Hut Isham says t hat " the plan of
the m<:c ting hou-e is pre t ty nearlya product of it" ow n time
and place." T he -rceplc, however, follow.. clo-elv one of
the rejected p lan-, for St. 'vlartin ' .. in the Field" in i 'lJlld un.
T he story uf the "Teeple illustrate- the relation betwee n the
" architect" and the ma-ter workman . T he plan in C ibbs
selected h~' Hrown i" a drawing- to the -calc of one-twelfth
of an inch to the foo t. It was the work of the ma-ter ""urk­
man-in this C"J."C j nrnc-, Sumner of Ho~t ufl-to nuke from
this plan wur king drawings from which the structure could
he made and devise a method of constructing ir. lI 11w thi-,
wa... accomplished i... instrucrivelv told in Isham-, hi... ron of
the building." . .

In 1773 J lJ...eph collabcrnred with Stephen H opkin- in
planning the :'\la rket H ouse. Thi-, bui lding l i ircbc ck
characterizes a... "Rat her rudimenrarv and even archaic like
the college edifice." .

In I i7~ j o epb built a house for himsel f on South .\bin
Street which ti ll -taud- be tween the Court l lou...e and the
O ld Stune Hank. T oward the end of his life he planned the
hou ...c on Power Stree t for his brot her lohn. .-\t the time it
wn... buil t it wa... one of the most rnag niticen t dwell ing hou-cs
ill Xort h ;\ rnerica. Il uw much of th e de tai l he planned lHJ

lllle klluw.... T he work wa~ lionc h\· some of t he same nu... ter
w' lrkmen who had carried lJut hi; pla ns at l ' nin .: r ... itr I b ll
and thc '\ Ieeting Ilou...e. .\t allr ra te he did 1I0t lin : tIl "'~.T
the hui ldi ng l'lIll1meliced.

Bn lwn"" ta... te ill archi tecture wa:<, according tu I Iitchc,)ckl
C\'cn in hi... UWll da}" uld- fashiu lled. T he huildings , in cl)n­
tr;bt tll thIN.: o f the :"ewport archi tccb , :,\ l11 nda\ ' :md
1brr i ~()n , tIll/ug h brger, :lnd Illore l'xpens in:, Were " r{eit he r
so re tined nor so IIp - tll-d :He in ..tr lc." ", Since Gihh ..'... " B' )llk

1' /hl,l , r . I~ .

,. 1I;1<~""k. or. ,Ir. , r. ::.

of Architecture ' wa... publi ...bed in 1728 and the pla n.. in it
were undoubtcdl v ..omewhar older , and ... iucc rno...t of the
buildings which Bruwn could have examined fur model­
were uf all older period , this may not he ...urpri-ing. W hat ­
ever the academic cririci...m rnav he the fact remain... that the
building" are . for mu... t of U", tht: ...ource of an ae-rhcnc ...at ­
i-faction which i... rimcle....... Tbcv arc sub-rnnrial and beau­
tiful and constitute hi... mo-t impor tant con tr ibutio n and
claim to rnemorv.

T he idea of making "h...creation... of thc n-an-it of Venu...
npparcnrlv originated with j oseph Brown ; «, a re ...ult of hi-,
read ing Winthrop'... account of the transit of 176 1. H e
ordered a telescope like Winthrop ..... hut ~eing a li-t uf
apparatus reque..ted by the American l 'hilo-cphical " -iet~·

fur a ..imilar observat ion, rea lized that hi- own would he
inadequate. } It: took the matter up with Benj amin " ·e...t
and additional in... trumcnt- were ordered. ":'\ Ir . Brown 's
expense in thi... laudable undertaking was little lc...s than
Inn pound... stirling , beside- near a month's time of himsel f
and servants in making the nece:--sarr previou... ex periment­
and preparation.... " .-\mong the apparatu... was a micrometer
which tht:~' did nut know ho w tu U~ . ..Xot having any author
h~ ' u... from which we could get the u..c of that curious in­
strument, we were obliged to have rccour...e to ex peri ­
ment... ·' ...ay.. " ·c... t , furt her " in j u..rice to him IJ oseph
Brown 1, 1must acknowledge , our wor k could nut have been
d one wit h eq ual accuracy h.rd it not been for his ..kill and
contrivance therein." '" It nlU... t he ad mitted that in a lett a
fl.) ~t i ln frum the Re\". I ):l\·id ){owland , pa... to r of the
F irst l"ungreg:n iullal i... t C hurch in I'ru\·idel1 ce it is ... tate...1
t hat tht.:..e ... taternellt.. "which an.: designnl til d t) so much
honur t,) :'\Ir . Brown Wl·1"(: forcl·d in In' him , con tran'
t tl \ l r. \ \ 'e..ts IncIinatiu!l, alld what wa~ r l.."a lr j u..t and
rig ht; and th e ad\"ant agl' taken bccau...e '\ Ir. \\" e...b circum­
stalKe ... were low and he was not ah le to support the pres..." ",

".. l\"T1 j ."" i" \\" .<" _ ~ " _~. , "'.,', ".1 " ' C (!~" , . , · .'li"" "1 1'.-"" , '-r"" Ihc S"., . 1o,
,., .... ,1 .I.,v " j h.",', / ~ 'IV, .rl 1"''' '1,1.", ,·. ;" s ,·,,· r" x"",/,I (P, .., ;,I,·" ,,·. I-/ill),
rr . 11I -12.

" F" ,,, ~ ; ;,, 1I , . " ,! ;' ; ~ D,'''''' , / li"" J" . , .1'I,11.'"." r "" ,I,,, ,c "I roc" ,.". r,·j ( "'-0"
It ". "". 1" I1ll . r. ;(,2.
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H owever . it must he reme mbered tha t there was high feel ­
ing between t he Congregationalists and the Haprist -, and
that \ \ ·t:"t was a Congregati onalist and Brown a Hapti- t .
I hav en't a doubt hut that wit ho ut \Ye~t':- a- rronomicnl and
mat hem at ical knowl edge the obser vation .. could nor han:
be en mad e. X or that withou t j oseph Brown's in-piration,
financial hacking , and al..o skil l and contri vance in manip­
ulating the apparatus, they would nut have been under taken
nor com pleted. Like e very other coopera t ive cnte rpri-,c of
rhi- sort it i" Hrr difficult even fur the participant.. the m­
"c!n;" to tell who deser ve.. the greare..t sha re of the credi t.
T he ob-c rvnticn turned out to be \ ery important. CO'lk'..,
\'0Y:lge to T a hit i wa.. planned to ma ke similar ob-ervaticn-,
of the sa me transit there. "The Providence account bv
\ \· c"t I~l} .. Lownc-.] wa .. the f ir.. t to he publ i..hcd , exce pt
for brie f ne w"paper -toric .. and the (,n ly one printed a-, a
sepa rate document." ' "' Hoth Brown and We-t de..er \ cd
plclH y of credi t for their work and were awarded it hr their
contem poraries. T hat Brown was capable of independent
a..tron om icnl observat ion i.. ind icated hy a papa I f hi- in
the f irst volume of the .1lr' IIJf)i rs of the Amer ican :\C1J:: m\'
ent itl ed "An Ob-crvaricn of a So lar Ecl ipse, O ctob e r 27,
1780, at Providen ce," apparently hi" o nly publ ished paper.

;\ ceurd ing to the Tr stnn onial of Dece mbe r 10, InS ,
" hi.. fav orite ..tudy wa.. ;,\lcch an i~ ; in t hi:- wa.. t he grea re..t
..tn:ngth of his ge ni u~ di .,.cu\,ered; hon ourarr pruof.. o f
which ar c It:fr hehind him." I ha \'e tw o accoun ts of acti \·itie ..
o f t hi~ ..orr. In Snl umol1 Drowne'" d iarv t hae i~ t h ~ full ow ~

ing account of a te"r uf a tlre eng ine made under hi" dirt:ctiull
like one th en in Pro \·ide nce.

..\ pri l I, . 1771 "I'"",n mC't'lin~ .I~." \ 'ule "n.] "home r~prl'<t'nLH i \ · e. al
th e ( '>tll l h "(I' ~. "l'lle en/l:itlt,s werl' c " rri~.1 up ht,hin.] lh ~· ("< lUl l
ill or, !t-r to tn' thl·m. T he n"w one l hrow s \\";l1er (un),~r IILlIl
.,il Ii"" "f th., oj her 1'10 \l hi,·h. r n hars. is Clwing to its being b"tt"r
111;1I1l1t'.!. l lll: o\'t'r-l l" ,-ri\ e'r r~ork Iu\ing (-h",,· " Ul ,\ "l 'tt o[

,Hunl:" )U<IY [ellO\l s bel" ro' lh ey I1rou~h t t h~ "nginc' mer ; wl"; r,,," .
Ih"., ' rO lll.] , a rn' /l:t'l t'll"llgh lU IllJn our eng ine t'...'n sudl ,I' Ihe.'"
" T n ' , ,." 1I1e' b"y" I lmH'Y!.·r. lhe ne '" engine i";ln ex<elknl one

J()~r I'H HROW:" , ~C I E='T I Q ,\:"1> .\ RCH I n.cr

("{)Il, iJ"rin~ it is th " tint ~. ,<'T made in this t""fl. h was made 1..­
jacbon Ioundcr under rhe Jirt'n i"n (If .Io"eph Brown .\. \ 1.
cxacrlv uf the same d im en , iun s a, Ihe down tllwn one..\ dispute
arose 'amung lh e Learn~· <l in l ' ll ~ 1""CJp h~' ahuu l lhe >p ra~'in l: of
the ,'a le r aft er il is cmiued frum t he ript". "'Ille al!rihu li ng" il In
on~ thing an J some to anm her. wh ich 1 ,hall pass over in lIilen«:."

T he f ir-t fire e ngine of Provid en ce was purchased some
rime betwee n 115~ and 17S9 when the inhabitant- of the
compact pa rt o f the town petitioned to purcha..c a "large
wat er engine." It wa.. a -o-ca llcd " chce..e whee l" engine
im ported from L on don. I n I Jcccmbe r, 1760, O bad iah
Brown and j ame.. Angcl l were authorized at a meeting of
the cum pact part of the to wn to purcha..c another engine in
Ho<.t un. In 1792 there were fo ur engines here. ~u. I o n
X orr h M ain Street opposite the FiN Hapt i:-t Vlcetin g
l ic u- ,e, :\0. 2 at the ..uuth end of Hcncti t Street. I I p resum e
rhi.. was the one pu rcha..cd in Ho..ton a nd which wa ... the
"Down town" one re ferred to bv I Irownc a~ the model for
j osep h Brown. I ;\0 . J at the no~th en d of Benefit Street a nd
;\0 . ..;. ncar what is now t he cor ne r of Wcvbc..set and Dor­
rance Street- which would he the on e from " O ve r-t he ­
river" t hat Brown made. According ttl White " t he-e en ­
gincs were no thi ng more or Ic~.. than a box mo unted on
rollers and .,. teered bv a tail -l ike lever behi nd , and drawn
hr rope- hooked to the forward corne rs. Thev were "up­
pl ied with wat er by bucket ... pa -,sed by me n arra nged in
dou hle: ro w:-, one for han dl ing:the full bucket .,. and the other
fur ret llrn ing them tn he retl llcd, T hi" wa... ca lled °furm ing

I · j . j f h' , .... , .a Int:'am wa.,.thepnmar Yluty u t eh rewart :-. - '.\'ery-
une wa.. requi red hy- law to ha\'e tw o leather tlrc b uck ~ t ...
wit h hi~ name painted on t hem tlC:lr his fr ollt door. T he
engine wa" pulled a.,. nca r a.,. J'0~ ...ihk to the lire a nd the
water plared fr um a lwulc muunted d iredly on th e engine,
for ~at isfacton tlre ho"e was not in\'ented ti ll 18118. The~e

fuul-eng ine .. Illade UJ' th e tlr e apparatus of Prtl\·idence until
1822 when a tlne engine, the Il r d ra ulion :\'0. I, with a
rhuu.,.and feet of ho.,.e wa.. purcha ..cd frum a tlrm in P hil­
adelrh ;a.

2.1 .1'.1""'0" Ih ."-,,,'·, /)' ~ ' \" 1~70_1 ~~ ~ . , I,. J',I" , 11.,,- l. ;~..., f)', It,,,,, n l" n; <T r> ilr .
,. C1,., I ~. E. Wloi l ~, r ~ , I" . " IJ.." '·i" "",. ( 1'.",iJ~"", 1~ ~61, p . .lll~,



-" IUlOn F I :' L_-\ ~ I> H I ~T()I{Y J0:O;HII RRO \\' :-'. :,CI F:\T IST .\ :\ D ,\ }(CII IT FCT

In M anasseh Curl er's l onrnal there i:-. the foll owing ac­
count of th e ...team engine at the ure bed- at H ope fu rnace :

\' ·d n..,!t..b~- . .fu" e 17. T hi. mnrninll: I rcceired ~ F'..lil~ im'iIA';""
from liun ' m oT Bowen , in' the nJnl<' or " large cOl1lpJn~. t<> juin them in J

T un k frolic. Sil miles nUl "f tow n. \I T. H itchcock 2nJ the other c1u!:~ ­

men of the \{Iwn were of the rJTI~, hUI. much JgJiml my inc1inJtiun . I
"JS uhliji:cJ '0 excuse my,,:If. SrenJing m~- time in T urtle (rolin would
\"T.'" ill.'" comport with the Ion): jnurnl'.'" 2nd rul>lic huoincss I h;1,1 under­
IJ len..\5 I wen t out or town , ' Ir. H itchcoc k 2nJ I "-.ail.·J un C;" a m or
Howcn. I informed him IhJ I il " J ~ 111\" wish to visit the {JlII"US stc.nu
"",1:;111' Jt C ran-ron. of w hic h 1,., is one 'o( the pror rid ou . l i e prof'<hed
",,..u,in/;: himself from /;: oin/;: wit h the T urtle r nly , ~nd ri,lin!( nut with
me tu the engi ne , eight m il" , {rom Providcncc . hut it m u,t hare dq'ri,e,l
him .md the company of '0 much plea sur e as thl'y' h,ld th en in pn"pel-t ,
I im i,ted on his not thinking of it, an,1 went on rnvsclf \0 C ramton , T o
g" to thl' furnacc and engi n., "' ;1 ' .,ighl mi lc" nead,'" out of Ill:' 1",1,", an.I
;1 road I had ne ve r tr.rv clcd ; hut nil' ,'urio, in' was '" m udl e \,..itl,d bv the
Je:ll; ri~, t inn of so singu br a m,lCh i n~, and t h~ onh- one in ,\ meriLl,lhal I
mul,1 nOI .len," myse lf the ple,l,u re of ,'iewi ng it.

I arriH,J at the o re-be ds al 12 o'cjock. T he engine was at work, raising
wate r fro m a wcll gn f.,.,t dccp. T he iron Hue is 20 fed wid e .I1hl fo feet
long, will, l "Iu~re he.lnh ,It the mouth , secured from fire h!' hrge, thick ,
iron rlales, On the hack r.lrt of the Hue is a wind ing funnel, which rh'es
into a chi mne.,' on the hack r art of the building. ,-\ ,,,,,,Jen hoiler OJf
f> fcd dia meter i. placed ~""\'" tho;' Hue, whic h is constantlj- kept full Il(

water whe n the engine is in morlon. Th e boiler rises It-oH: the tirst stor!'
o( the !-uildin g. much in the form of the urge cisterns in .Ii.lilleril'S.
where il receives 1111,,, lor the conJenlin/i(crlinJer, 2/ -:1 feet in diameter ,
and rna.te of plateJ iron, From this e~'lin.ter 1 large worm rV'l" will,
rnan~' win din gs down Ihe hoill'l, T he \ll.-.= thl t pa."" into this c!linJer
is morc than 2 fl'Ct in dia lneter. an.l rises lnd .IcS<'enJ, h means of an
imn roJ maJe fa<\ 10 one ,'nJ of the br~~ heArn, ,-\munJ 'the tor of the
t-uilcr arc numewus Ic.tJl'n rip"'. li<.mc ('Olln~ct~ J will, the eonJl'n""r anJ
,..JllIe nUl. furn [,h~J ,,'ith H,,!',:n... ls for aJmin ing or cx...Ju.lio~ ai r ' .r I' .It, r.
.I' n<,,'e"3T!' in workin/( the machine; !-ut th~,I' arc \(", numelnu. alI<I c"m­
rlical,J to aJ mit of ,l n~ ' .k'ail'tiOll fru m .1 me re I'it:\\ of t he marhine.
, \ 1M!,:" rl,!'...: rH)ir ur " at.,r i. I,ian' '! in the third loft of 11", hOll'"', <,<",.

't,ln ll,l' ;llfor,!in!! "".I ,'r to the " orb h,' low. an el ,1,' nllht,lntl,l' ~\lpplie.l

(I, 'il ll ,I pUlIl!, f"r the p url" '''' )' b~' th,' worl ing of III<' lll;l,'lIil1", ' I'he
1.1 r~e Ill'~ lll i, 'I !ll.l .,~ i \ l·l'i en of ti m!-er. lwar -l- feet in ,l i,lllld U an, l 20 feet
I,m~. !-,'in!! twu ITt!' br.-:e "'Il timbns ni,'cl," forge,] w/;:ether . It 1ll""l'S
on a luge iron holt in the n'nln, lile the heam' of ,,'.1!<-., aId 1,'1' IWo
H..-hin,!:' timheTl al ".Kh ,'n,!, rotlnin.-: the se,!:'menll or a rirck. ,llong
which 1"0 chain, of a pmJigiou••i/e rb.,' ai th., bnm m"'e', ( ) ' I<' or
thne ka.J. to Ih~ ri,ton or "ahe or Ihe "'''lhlcnser, alhlthe other. ,ll the

opposite enJ. to the rump> in the "ell. There .Ire fout colJ ".Iter pipes.
one f<.'Cdin,!:' ripe. anJ une ,"'nlin.-: pip", R." th~ same motion "f Ihe beam
which rai,c_ the waler "ut of the ".,II• .Ill these ripes oren o. d"se, h! the
mean' of 'tor-",-"'l, anJ uhe'• .I> the Jl'Sign of them requir<s, Ther< an:
t"" lArge pum!" in the "ell. whidl i> " " jec! Jeer and 2,1 f"et wide, T he
.iJ" of "ell! are sUI'!"'rteJ !-.' lat,!!:e timl",.>, laiJ hmizunuJ, SO a; to

nuke the form of the "ell. 'luintln,!!:ubr, and the .,n.l> ..f the timbers let
into une another. T he ,n.-:inl' rai,,,, - h,'.':>heAJ. nf water in l minute.
an,1 thc rlU., <-'m.ume. 2 curJ. of ",.......1 in rwcntv -four hour" T he im ­
mcn-c ,,,,i,!:'hl of the beam. the ca-r-iron wheel••'iar~e chJin,. JnJ other
wei/;: I> I,I r.lrl> of the w(Jrl_, ''''l-a"i''n ,1 m,"1 trelnen.lou. noi.., anJ trem­
!-ling of the lArge huil,!inl( io which it i> erene.1, "hen lhe 1I1.1chinl' i, in
motion , B\' the .i,ic-, of the well from which the ".'kr is drawn .Ire :"u
lither well; of the same fonn, in (n't deep. "I'hcscarc 'Ull~ ,lowli in the
be,! of or," ,.n.! in t he,,-' ;Ire t hc workmen , about ten ' ,r twelve in number,
,lif!f!ing or ,' , 1'1I e ore is r~i""l in large bu,·kels. whic h hol,1 ..hout une ton
\\ ,' ig hl, leI JU\\'I1 ,m,! dr.rwn ul' h." large chains , car ricd (mill the ,,,,II to
,I I.lrg" Glp'l.lll , wh ic h i, CUlhl.l!lt l," tu rned b." ,m o~, " one burket . i>~,.

anothe r goes ,town, T he,, ' wells ,lTe kept Jr!' b.,' the water conrinuallc
drawing "If inlo the well where Ihe rump, arc nxcd. anJ the pumps keel'
Ihe waler I>clo'" the height where the men work. T h i. curious rn.rchiuc
WJ.S 1I1.lJe under the direction of \ I r, J useph I~ rn"n . or I'r",i,!elKe, an,!
is a 'llnding rroo( of Ihl'a!-ililie~ of th~lable phii<""rher, T he im'entioo
"as nOi new, but he h~. made man~' valuable irnprovcmcnt,•• in .irnrli(!'ing
and making the working of il more convenient, aoon what ha. !"I been
Jone in Europe. It CO"t upward of nne Ihou""o,1 pounJ< ,tcrlin,!!:. llaiteJ
m~' horse; ~ J!"

T he stea m engine here described WJ.~ oll\'iuu~l y a cum­
pl icated contri \'ance , Thc prublem of draining' mi nt:~ wa~

an uld utlt:J.tld it wa~ for t h i ~ purpo:.-c th at the ti r~t ~ ucce~~fu l

~team etlf...-itlc had hcen built by :"ewcomen in E ng land
ahuut 17 12.0

" It wa~ th e unly purpu~e ro which th c ~ team

l'nginc had lX'cn put when the une at 1101X' furnace was
huilt , fur it wa~ only in the 1 7 8 o'~ that \Vatt dnt:loped the
rota ti\'e ..t tam cngi ne tll drivc lTlachim:rr, :'\hnr impru \T­
meJ1t~ h3d heen mad e mean while on the ;\'ewcullll:n pump­
ing engint , and .J o~l'ph B rown '~ wa:-., according r,) Zachari:th
Alle n, of thi ~ ty pe, l i e say:-. "Om: uf the earlit::-'f ~ team etl ­
gitH> (()n~trllcted in the {Tnited States W:l~ erected upon
:" ewcomen's pla n :H the I lope Furnace in Hhlld e hland ,

", C"ll,." ,,,], I, p. !il',
,~ ,\, W..li, ,/ II i" . " ~! ,\,i,.,", T"ho.l.g" J.,/ I'~it","ph ,. ,~, Fig ~ lu": ~

('.",",~ I:"",. r " , k , I"l"), p, foi l .
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where it wa , used fur raising water frum the shaft of a pit
sunk for obtaini ng ore."" The fundamen tal principle was
always the snme ; the huge be am supported in the middle
had the rump~ attached to one end and the piston to the
other and a~ the cylinder tilled with "team the piston was
raised and the pump arm lowered . T heil a jet uf cold wa ter
cau-ed the "team to condense, producing a vacuum , which
pulled the piston down and raised the pump end with the
water from the well. T he ccmphcatcd system of levers,
trip-, cords, piping, and valves was necessary to rime the
entrance of the steam and the jet of water, and to keep the
boiler full. It would be exceedingly interesting to know
j ust what Brown's improvements Were. Whatever the y
were, the mere building of the engine implies a thurough ­
going understanding of mechanica l principles and their
application. It must haw been his rna-te rpiecc in this line,
but the rep utation given him hy Cutler and the casual na­
rure of the account of the tire engine sugges t that there must
have been manv more such works that we have not been
told about . .

Editor's iVO /( ' : j oseph Brown's activit}' in the tire engine
field provides one view of fire-fighting in Providence
ill other days . This seems an appropriate time, there­
fore, ro present two other ar ticles on tires, fire-fighting,
and tire-engines. These articles arc the two next
foll owing.



Moses Brown on Fi rt'-F igh t j n~

ClJ1Il11lUniOlIt·d by Ro uem- :\ I O RT O X I l.v zrr.rox '

.\If>!H filum, In .lOll '\ 1I1l01\'\:

Dcar Bm lher-

I hal'e ju,t returned. fJtiJ:ut·J fwm allenJin~ the gn'ale<1 JIl<l m,o-(
calamitous rire~ this to"n ha< cvvr c.\rerienced. The tir,1 of 111.1 lnll" in~

it, my >IOn scut up a lad frum Cllrli~' ~I"rc tdling nrc it was on lire ;In,llhat
thl' bucke ts we re wanted. T haI ";1<Jhoul ten rninur...... aha eleven. l uuuc­
Ji;lld~' I orJereJ up my hone~. carria!:c. and can to tak ..., ,1"\\'11 nn en"ine
~n.l I went do wn 1ll1'...·1f in a chaise with Ihe ~ lcathc r buckets.

O il 1111' .uri"JI I f;,und the storv " a' ron-umed alhl welcome .·\n1Old'.
lwarl.,· gone. llalsey's hoes ...· W .1S in l!.unes Jlld "~"l I. il' l'e t-' .11\,1 t hcu
Cb rh ' .m,l ...... ighting.11n· hi,' k 1\.1tdwu>e . B.'" th e l im,' ] I'0 t tln-n- Ihe
", in,1 h.IJ v.u-icd (rom Ihe ;<."" n li to the \ \ 'e!l .rndrhus ',HTd Cor! is' ),,,u,e .
H ow eve r it rut the wh ole r'ml\ ...· ;11 "111\ the ;<."on h side of 1" "'·....r' L." le in
,blll\.-f .mJ r fc.irc. l fo r I h~' m.ll!>inn' .,".1 ),.ld J on", ,uti"" .1 m.in 0 11

the roof.
T h,- P" ,n ' r 's 01.1 house talinJ: lire. lIe hawled J"lIn scvcr.il 01.1 bui].l ·

in#(, nn the north side of the laue .1nJ the h1Jcbmilh~ ~hnp "n the ,oulh
side. T his "as su,'ce>sful in sta.1 ing ih progress th.rt wa.". T he C . .i , .
t>ridhoul<: was blown up anJ Ih,,,,, "',ulh"arJ of it rartl~' f ulled J""n .md
r ..nl., burned. Cb rl e .i ...... iJ[htinKa]e's J[rear ,lUre anJ all Oil die ",h..rf
t>,.·hinJ the bridhouse were c"mume:J.

\ \ 'c made a ~UIIJ in the t>..d bile h~' ~oung Cool\ house, pulled J,,\\n
lo<,me: 01.1 huiIJinp on thc west of il . ..nJ b~' great exertion" ith en.e:in... ,.
tire h,.,l, . etc. ••IICJ the ,louble house. If it h..J burne.1. Ihu·.c in Ihe
b..cl ;!Teet anJ ...... i/ol'hlillg~k .. "uulJ ha"e ocen ill Janger. ()n Ihe mJin
,ITe:el our SlJlIJ was to rull .10"" Ihe Ihrcc ,m~ll buiIJinJ:' nonh of :""1
( ; ,,Jfre.I ·' hou>c ;lnJ rbce thr"e en/ol'illC> ..t the north",·,t C"rnel <>1 the
...... nrlh alky al \ \ 'm T hayer', brid: huuse. n 'e bleW up nile of th,· huil.l­
ings lIorlh uf th;lt on Ihe ;<." IIrt h C"lllmon, anJ here We '""re hal'l'.' 1U

"e Ihe .l,·n.uring rlallles ~tJ~eJ.

1 \ 1•. I b , . I' n" ;0 ,u".,,'h- .n~.~<d in n..ki,,~ ~n '"J .....1 ,h. \ 1, •• /I, .1<11
I' "p.... ill ,1I. wll....li"" .. i ,I,. Rh..J. " I ~ " J lI 'H". iu l "',,<i.h'. 'I h.. ,1""",,,,,1, h...
p""""hJ .". l,."."jkJ ir."" Ih,· ".'~in .1 h~"J".i,i", ,.f \1 .., ... II" ·,, ,, ' , n"l<"' i",
1.'h'CO "nJ ' ..p"." c..nl"i,,,'" ill h.. 'C. "' "" ... I1..",·"uo """ ... i.1 i" ,1I. ' ... i"l)·' lih,.,,',

! .1 "1,,, B" ,,, ,, , .,l Ih, .1,,,,. "I 110" I"'h'r. ",,< .,h,en' f"'1Il 1'... ".1"""', '~I\i,,~ i"
("""" .,....

a 'l'hi. Ii,. h, ..ke ,,"l .,h"", I II .- \. \ 1., ~l .r-' '' UoIf' · I ~I I I, '" ,h,· I"".d .I" It" (""d ,, '.
J"". hri, ' 'I".e " 1\ th,. ""'l "d,' ..f ',,, , h \ 1." " " ,,·d . "",,, 1.•· ',pr"'; t,· th.· !,,,,, ..I
1'1.,,,.·, s, ,,·,,, , ,'\'e",di ,,1' ,,, " ''''''nlr''''')' .",. ,u,," ,h,· .1,,) ",., ".1.1 ,,,,.1 "ind}' ,'!lJ
,I,,· I,..· ,,,"" 'r..·.'J ",..,,~ h, 'h ';.1,., "~ I S..",h \I "in s",·.·,. I,,,,,, '1;" . I"J ,,, '1;". 1 ~1.

• 1'1,< !l"""..,l ,2 I' ,,,•., "I""'. n, I< 'he h,.,,,. '." l),. R!l" .1< t.l.lnd lI i' l". i, .,l
s~,;.·",

"

f

I
,I

\1 .,' hoar...,n"".• In.! fatiKue: were such logether wlrh the hear.- I was
in the midst bolh on f,•• t all,l on hurscN,-l Jir...'Clillg with 111.1' !rumpel •
..nJ the ,m"le---Ih;lt I f..unJ it ne'-c»,:H.I· t.. return hnme:, l' ,...~.n ..' Ihe
ri re '\';I.' secure. T h..1 was ..buut I -.I 10 '* u·dn.:l.

.\lIlhe: ,lUre. 011 th...· "hJT\<'> in Ihe Ji.lriCllre burned. I hopc 1Il0,t uf
the goods \I ere "n eJ. I '" .· ,Ire,·ll. bnc!. g..rdcn.... nJ ,u"h were COl ere'!
I,ith them. Ylvtcam ;lnJ Ji'ersut/'er. 1\ ere ellll'l..~eJ ill r.·Ill'" ill!! rhem.
Some people came frum 'I mil in the ,"Ountr~· to ..ur ,,,i.tJIl' c, tl HI\ el c r
fur want of U><:. allJ a. "'1I1e I ~,rle complained to rue, Iur \\"ll .. i inNu-
enli.1] Jin...-t"r. mur,' Jal1l;lge "a, done than olher",i""" ( )n ...· cuginc f..ikJ
and the mud from th ..· J,~'l. JJl\l.1geJ the wnrling "f th ..· "ther·. The
wind ra ther abated anJ once ur twice shifteJ Iavuur..l,h for i hc >.lI'in1: uf
h"u""" II is remarl.I!>le that thi~ is the same sf",t w he re til<' fever ra!:",!.
this vcar. (H .-our ,e msan..h'l/.' cau bc tr.Iced . I ,-alllwt givc Ib",' the e\Ht
number" uf J,nlli l1 g 11Ill l'.... or 'lor,'>, rbou'Ilkuu... b~' 11l~' lurrati,,· "her"
il "xlen, le,1 .11 well ." I. .\ ltl wuXh I passed scvcr.iltimc "hlllj{ th" ,tH'c!'
" n h"rseh'Kk. wilh th,· li n ' " n b oth , i,ks SU lh.lt il ,ee rne, ! h.rrdlv safe,
I cannot ;;1." ho w l11 an.I' Jr.' l-urnc.l. r mig ht 1;,t Ihe h"U'I'~. but th"n i ,I"ll 't
1. n"" the m .111 .

Bc- lle r pr""i,illn for WJ t" r mu-t I'<: nude . Some fount.lin, from Ih ...·
hill. ab...-e would I", l11udl t>,.'Uer rh.m to depend UpOIl the ,h",,·, or "elk
T he dJmJge thou c..n juJ#(e pelhap;, fro m I f>O.!lllll to 2nn.UllU ..lollar>
" ..rlh.: T he h"mp In,l Inanr bulkv arriclcs will be ],»1,

T hi, elelling , hJJ all,,'he:r alarm..\ 11 the bells 'lere rill):;ng. I sent
.10"". being lo<' iati~ueJ a, lI"t IiI t" go un] ....". r~all.,' lleeJe:J. \Iy ll.e, ­
lo<:ng"r re turned ",..on )"l~inK that several buildings "ere IN'',ne 1",1<,,\ the
nmtbgrali.... "f b,. lIij(ht. ' ma,le: 10 ,.:. oUI. though unt;t . ()n the hill.
f<--vrle just returning SJid Ihal il w..' unJer cuntrut :'.. I ha'e relurneJ
anJ now gi,'e Ih"e Ihi~ ruu~h ..:uw1. I hear u( few an·iJen\; JnJ II..

li,,"S In<l.

MO>~., IlKo" , 10 ....' l.OMO' nllltK'

8e i n~ Jppuilllcd "ilh :'alllud -'acb ..n In con'uIt "ith th~' m·i,e:hhor
J-:l J er \\ 'd J ahout Ihy h nf'Cl1 ent Pump" anJ 10 a.ceruill the u,,· Ihal it
ma~ be 10 Ihe !U"n anJ report at Iheir 11<:.\1 m ...·.:ting. I h~,l pumr h..me
lH m" house anJ tilted il with a hT.lle ur han,lk and ....cured it in a IUP.
I )" ;n'l~inl: P'-"'l"T ,ulti"ienl tel 11""e Ih" 1';'1'11\'. th,· !']ug thruuXh I\hirh
lh,· loth.., pire ...1Il ......" lhe WHer \\'a, foreeJ ou!.

\ I ,,' ~' D,,,.. n·, I."i~ue, "I"" ,I.,• .1" ,,/ •·..·"j"n. i••••iI, "".1"'1"".1 "h." ""e
",,<Ii,,·. ' h,,' h " ... (,1 ... ,,, •• dd "I , hi, ,i"l<".

' o' .-\""• .1 ;,,~ ' " " ml"'''r'''.''Y ,,,', "" ". ,n.· Ii " .1'-'''''.''".1 1~ h"ildiu~ " "I ,,!oi,·h
l~ "" 'T d ,,<lIi ,,~;, 10 " "", _t.. "·,, ..".J I I "" " . ", i" d l..,,,·,,,,, .'",d''''·'.

'b"m" ... ,/ ,n. ,I,,,n,~••"u." hi,I, .., ~ W II .' Ii I O.

'.-\ .J"""inl<" "i,,.. lni. ,I,.... ,,,,,,, li,,. "1"",,,,, Th")'<r ' r p,,,.,, I,,·,j ,I. ,. " ." n "jll,
,n ill.,.n,i.'1l "hid, I,. <.lIled ., ",I"." injl" .y.'<m." J h.· ,,," tl 'rr' ,,,...,1 \1<......
1I,,,,,n "nJ S,j""u·l .l ..,k."" ,,, ".•,,),. ,J",j",.•,,,.1 'ub",il. '<r".L Tn;. i.,n i" '.''''',ll
"p"'l \1 " ' . 0 f1 " ." n lluJ. 1" Ih,. ;n"'''l''',

~ Tn;' r""'r ""'lh. ,it.1 r'" ,,/ , h.· ".h""",;n~ ,)'1"01."



IH IO DE I:' I..\ :\ IJ H bTO RY

In the J.ft.,rm_," when we were to mIle the experimen ts of its uisin!!
water , we seve ra l times forceJ the plug ou t after wed~ i n~ JnJ lightening
the same..\ ' thy neighbor hJJ JcI ..~-eJ hi, returning home on purposc
fur lhi. cxrcrim<:nt we proceeded 10 substitule J temporJr~' $C(urit~·. \\'e
naile d on J. horse .hoe n"e r the rlug J.nJ put J. hnce under the pin of the
l-earn which gon~rns the pinons.

\\'e "ere then Jhk In rJ.i~ water th rough luther hosc-HI feet po:r­
rcnJicuhr J.nJ impell it Iorward over rhe roof of m~' house ~o fee t more.
In Joing this I founJ thJt on uling nut the pu mp one of the l..we r plugs
\\ JS JI~ started out. JS fn J.' the length of the iron lugs.

T hou wilt perceil'e, t herefore, thJ.t some improveme nt srill i, nl'("l"'Mary
in the perfection anJ JurJhilit~·of thy pump. I woulJ suggest J.S J. remedy
t hat the plugs he made wirh ~re\\'S I i.c. • he Ihr<:JJcd I. which nuy he
...in done. 1l ~- hJ.,-i ng rhcm J'm j en "1.11 about 2 inches I h e~' Ilu y he ulen
nut Jn d 1'1.1\ in .., occasion nuy requir e tn facilitat c th e r"!,,,ir of valves.
- Th<: st.mdard lILlI ,ul' l" ,ru the beam seems nul quitc so secure as
re-quired by the roughness nf Ihe hur r,l'in,!; times such as fires uften are,
'\0,,1I\ \'r stan.lard mavbc Ii \ <: ,1 OTI the front side for ,1 hr,lce•.11\,1 1 could
suggest further that i he rump rcquircs strong bracing to Slea,I," it, 1',_
sil->I,I" IWOof t he kg, shnul,l l->e in J. direct lin e with t he worl ing Jrm J.nJ
111'0 <>t hers at right angl es to tllnsc.. , . .\ 5 J frienJ to useful imp roveme nts,
to thee a, '" far ha,-ing sUCl"'C:l-.full~' produced a cheap. sim ple. an d useful
mach ine I submit these: observat ions. If there is anv value for the e in rnv
hin ts thou art welcome to th em . . .

.\gree.lble to appoin tmen t We have examin ed th e l mpclla nt I' ump o f
!'olamon Tha~'er. \ \ 'c tr icd the same with leather hose: 66 Ieet long
t hrough wh ich ~nJ the ripe at the enJ it u rrieJ wat er 120 fee t ~nd ever
t he top of J. house -4 0 fee l h igh, T he hose not boei ng quite tig h t. th e
~d J it ion of tin or wooden r ipc."'II tineJ to houses o r ot he r huilJi ngs or onto
t he tops of shir would bette r shew the force. we find th e force of t he
r ump to he '1uite cnnsidcroblc both in the experimen t wh ich we hsvc
nu de ~nd in the simplicity ..f the applicatio n of th e power to the ordinuy
forcing p ump. \\' ith lh is. two rnen can exert th eir strengt h on ~ handle
~ fee t long fin ed wit h screws on ~ beam eleven inch es only, which moves
th e forcers anJ impcll. the water through the pipe. unt il the weight of
water aJ ,lcd to Ihe frict iu" I->ecoll\cs equal to th e force Jpr l ie,l.

T holl,!; h lhe expe rim<:nl ~ urr <:",le.! IIclt er Ihao wc' e~!,ec t ed In ,1 we
tl link th e inl"en!or mnils cnn 'uragemelll • ..-et we liml lh e pump in its
p re'l:nt , 1.1I\"e in'uffi " icnl to lI'.trr<.'l1t th e purd1.l"C. Some imprnH'm\'n u to
il'cu r,' lhe penn.m<.'IlC',"· of ,,, me I'Mti of the nuchine ,He al->,olutcl~' 11<:l'\'; ­
!ar,' , which wc ha'-e sU,egc"le,! in a Idttf to the P;llcntce. T he,l' lIl.l .... be
c.l,II.... a,lde. i an.l .It sm.,ll \·xpensc.

T he pum p is of w""J. which of course m..kes it subject 10 ge tting out
of o rde r J.nJ wear, T hl' ..JJiliunJ.1 e.\p<.'nsc of meul. for IhOiloC citizens
"ho chose to have them maJe, would ren der them more Jur.lblc an d
useful.

we un derstand tha t the inventor pl.lc,--'I thc chid J<'·f'<.'nJ..nee for his
f"e . on the ide.l aod UM: .. f the pipes wh ich arc to be aluchcJ, If s..me
house were tu have lhe pip.:s ereu",J .Ind an nrcrim<:nt carried out in
'rreJ.d ing the water f.. r .h ..wering the house. we apprehend il might
answe r a valuable purF' ''''' . It wcul.l dcmonsrrarc how houk'S might be
mad e secu re from uling tire. \, 'e cannot admit thaI the iJea of u.ing
such p ipes is limited to hi ll1M:If."

\\ 'e . uggest an iJea which if on mere m at ure reflection JnJ examina­
t ion is Iho u,ilht t.. al1'''er lI1 a ~' considcrab lv add ro the usc and ",ncou rage ­
nrcn t uf rhe p ipinj.( . T II",I l11 J,I' !x'Il\JJe to serve JS o md uct..n for lighlen ­
ing,.Is well." fur ,hm,,·rinK. in which C.1'e rhcv must IIc 01.1.le of t hick tjn .
nut woo.I. T hey <""ul.! h.ll e the <:IClatcJ Olc,ial point ' ;l1l J connection to

earth .IJde.!.I' in the usu.r] lightening rods.!"

11 ..\1 t),,,t lime A I "' I" ~ Il , ,,,,,, " •.,~ ~I,e"J)- u,in". " ' )"1.'''' II)' "hid," " "" ·, mill·
J, i"" /" f<c·p"mp ,."i.·J ,,"It·, ,,, Ih< 'ee""J ' I" ' )' ,,' ti l<' ,,,11,,,, n,ill ,<l I'" " t" , k<'l.
T hi. " ''''' m h~d .I" . d .h-J pip.· t" ,.",. I" .p ..y the Ho,d in ",I< "I ri... TI, ~ pipe. " j

the .)"' t~m " n o nudo "I ""...I 1>.,,,'.1 b., " ' I<' ,· J , i \ ~n n""hinery. 1I"t h Th ,,, ~r '.

.y. tem and Ih", uled II) ,\111\." ,l, It" ," n ~ ro in '~lc"in, f""tunne" "I the n,,,,lern

.p t in. lcl .)"'t~m.

,: _\I,,. ... R, ,,,, ,, ', 1;"Ji"".. 't,,,I~d J. l"n". li,,~ of improH"'c"U "hi<l. ,ulmin'leJ
/inall.. in • ""e "f the It~~"'en Ihl "\I.,," Reo '" n . I )" id u, n.,d, I : . _-\rnold,
h.- ."d He he"h.. 'ff i"l~d J. ,. ",,,,,,, .... ' n putch..e t" " ne" fite ~n".i" ... j" Ih~

t,," n ."



J unes Brown' s Diary, 1HO 1-2.0:'
Tr onsvribrd by B R.-\I}FOR D F. ~w.\ ~

T h ur,.JJ\ t - JJ\ IJnuJT\ Ill (lI - i• .I cold .1.11• • T h" jilruunJ iu.t
COh'r"J ~.'ith J. bie ;n"w. ' rh" munth of 1)....:< b;j ".I, unu.u.llh milJ-
I carne from Pr ovi dence \ 'iJ Bri. tull hi• .1.1" •
..1.1 <:<n cold dsv. T he rivcr i- not .hut·.i hJ' nor been ,hi. ,\inler­
~ 1 1o >m~' "rill; of 'nm,' S
;'h J ·n,,,, of ri\<o Inche• fell b,t ni!:hf. T he ice has nuJe 1tI 111.' dum""r
th. Ihrn' bot ni/i:'hts-:'\ ,\\.
I, l l. lu.I,I:. at Coll l.eurI.1rd. \\'ith \I " \\ ' ~r ,1 $, C"-
; , ), drive from Xe n on to ' I'Junllll1 OJ mil", . ~nd leJ'c tilt" :\'Oll.' · for :'i' f< UlS
cxccut I'm with .1 u.l!'(e 1'.,d,lIcforJ DU'I!: his K....·!-' t.- w, ,li'1<".11 1."<>1\;1 r,1<
,\; "'JIlI" h0111" in lh .· I '~ " c , i ll R./in
~ ,h :,Jel/<h;n/i:' ' 1)I,i1c,l. l\ aTI11 _101h S" :\I' is hcr e
Il 'h ler." warm . 1 /<o In :-': c" I" ' rl h.,· \\' ~ t e r :'\.\\ ' .
1211> retu rn with ~ Ilion. the I)i\ iJ"nd "f the I""H COI11I'.ll1 ." " '1 t hc
2(,'h I k ,·r last on 111 1' F.l l he n one hundre d share; In dL1I () tlir e-
14' b r.•in. \ \· c h"~·r that R",. ;.l h.1S so:izc,l thc British I'r0l'" rt.' , .:. Ihat
(""; . !h i\.l ;n ha> decl.1H·,1 W .1f ,'jil.lin<t her ,i t he nor thern I''''' ,'r-.(-;.
ll, il.1 ;n, ri!:hl to search :-':" ut r.ll lhir' i, the O u"' l inn. thi. i....·llkJ;
liC" "(" rCJI..- " ...rn n,mm,·nn·..- ITh'5 1.1,[ F'''",')!:e " .IS arr.Hentl.,· ,·nt'·r<'.!
al a tun Jare.j
1 :;'b Inl war-m 5.: H u \
f~"m 1 ~ ; b tn \T 1:, ' h jan\' 1.1\0 I . mn.!eral'· rhen a (0(.1 ,b~ - :\.\ \ '.
1'I,h "'lfmer.· s .w, ,~'ri l~ In J"' R-
2/1'h -ome fain b,; ni.eh1. ,"n" 1'.:\1.
21-' nO ,le;J!'hing !-cinJ!' drift<·,I--Cold-.Iboul 10 O el l in the mor nll"
\1 ' I"hn Corl i ; '~ hrid -tore j. Ji"·,,,,:r<·J In he- in tlam... in the th irJ ~lnrl.

Th~ 'lure wa' fillcd with uJua"1c ",,,><I, T CJ,. C h ina. Cnn ur\>. H em p.
1'1I" li. h -lrr g' ''),j_ r..,":IlIrl'j (thrn' hundrcd thou",nJ n..llJrs in .111)­
ITh" e.timale ,,~, arr~rentl~ a,l.leJ bler. 1 It "", ;.)on d.mnli<heJ-a.
,, ~ , :\Ir ~.111l . ,\rn<>U, un",· of :'t<Jf'·!r--(..ein.e vcrv .-aluaMe al... ' I ~ .

II .llsel _ ele,vnl hOll'C RJ njilc of \ \ ·,....1 s: Brid 't;)fe~ hal'ing: l·aluJhI.·
e.N I ~ ,i i a & other l':'l(),h to /< reat \ l1lnunh T he "rirl hnu...· ""Iun!:ing:
tn \1 " :'\ ig hting.l ;e. ",;r ur i.'J ,,~' " o, ."S Lippil WH al..... ,!<-.tfO.'",1 .... ith
til.· 1\1~"l"n 'lure~ to tll<:' w<·,twar,1JI..~C &: :\" i !: h l i n !,: ~ !<: br!':.· , to...·• ncXl
o<"<"upie.! b.,' J. r. Cbrh .\ (; rn 'n & Barh·r .- "e in g n'r~ r;( h an.! lill Ie
•.1"...1 OUI of it nnt the Okl huu,e of (-;" r r C'M,l ~ f",nlerh with .,ll it,
<lorn ,\<" l1"Xl .1g., in the F~1.l t e of the' hou ...· of C &: :\" i ,ll h t i l1~ " k .111 hurn t
to Ih"~mu l1 ,I-~ I ,,, th e h.,\I><·' "i EeI ,h' .\ Ih nic-1 Bud lin ;1t\,1 .' hlllh~

l1nt "" ut h of L i!' I' ;!t , 'tore n,·;\rl.,' I'lli l ~ ,] ,l" "n & injure:,I- I) Ilud lin;

'1'1'; . ,ii,,,,' ",,. " iH " to' t h ~ ';, ,,,ir " " ..;r,,,I,' ~,. lJ , .l'l.Il rn (r~ . H , i ~ h."l\ . [Ii ,." " , .
\,>" ,i",,, \ n,j 'I'J." i" n ~" < i,·,, . \\' '' ' '·'' , ''·r. \I ....

J \\ I t::' IU{O \\' V :, DL\ RY. I"UI·.!

W .l S the last house burnt un the' W " .;( liJ" of the ltr""t the Ji.t.ln(" between
il & J oseph ArnolJ . wcoden hcusc being about twelve I-'n l

O n th EJ. H of the .lre,,1 the Ibm"s hcgJ.n on Pecks large houl<; & builJ ­
in/i: which were dcst rovcd-c-also the olJ home of .\nne Power .i another
on thH Lot! with c." ;r.: r .hop &c .1],0 .\unt Burroughs or Iblank ] also
[ blmk ] l ' nele I .J.". I ~ 1. or buiIJing•• Hr:' lJ.rg" &: I.ltd., r"r.lireJ­

J. h.. the other valuable houses .I' fJ.r .I. :\1< \\.• ' Thavcrs bricl huu",,--
T he l)J.m~ g:e ntimJ.teJ in huu"...' &: stores to be: J.hou; 1....1>1.,-,.1 1(1(10\l0

D.llb rs
Inclu sive of
Propert ~· rerloOnJ.1
T he principal Losses hl1 un :\l r. J. Corlis
SJ.ml Arnold & Iamilv
J.hour- 14 llllOO
T ho" L I ] o.' J11 1 .I J,e~· - 2 ; 1I11 1l
r. I. CIJ. rke &:

-30000
:\l r. x

W . F, \hgee IM cgee 1-4000
It I J) Wulfe of Br i~ t u] I (IUOO
Joseph Ped rerasure I 400 0
Co rlir- JOOO

T he Hames we re >Iorl",J p rr~r",ing J.OOUI 4 Oc lk )' . :\1. h.ll'inR rJ~cJ

3"UUI ti"e hours. T he Bee f Purl &e in :\ IT. C IJrles IJrge store J.tforJed
.I /i:' te.lt FI3rne for ty hours Jfle:r the bui ld ing W .lS fi r~1 on tirt--

T he: wind al firsl "' as :'\ .W . & fre:,h
il afte rwa rds veered to t he :"unh ,5[ pe rha ps ~ . r. .­

I ~ or I ; houses were Jc.tro~'eJ

1I nr 11 ~1<>"''5 .\e -

, . ~" I , II "I I H ' "

\ \ '0 : 11 f-\ R. I. Rq :im. ll[ in tht R." ,,]utinn

In th, "'>f:id~" ,·"11.·eli,,n.



The Peck Manuscri pt Collection

T he collection of manu-cript- recently given to the
Rhode Island Hi-rc rica l So c ictv bv the Ilun. Frederick ~.

Peck is of interest to both hisfu;ia,{s and genealogist:.; now
tha t rhev have been sorted , calendared. and indexed, the
scholar ~' ill he able fully to appreciate their Pv ...-ibilitic....

T o the historian, rhc letters covering the period I i80­
18 10 will appear tnt' riche-r. The ani\'itit:.. of General
Xathanael G reene and of Colond lame.. .\ hcd, hi.. a- ..i.;t­
ant in the Q uart ermaster G c ncr J. i \ Depa rtment of the
Armv. arc dealt with in ..orne detuil ; the-e letter.. throw
lighron the [c..... picture-que hu t essential pha-.cs uf warfare,
:b well a" on the career of Rt,..sde I..land 's famous Revol u­
tionary \\' :1r genera l.

In the same period Provid en ce merchant... wen: bring
the bases for their for tunes , the let ters uf the four Brown
brothers , of T homa" Povn ton In ..~, of Clark and Xichtin­
gale, and of Welcom e :\rnold-to mention onl v a ft: wof
the-e represen ted in the collection-s-show how wide-pread
were the commercial interests of rhc-c merchant prince».

P ublic opinion of the-e times i~ reflected in the letter" to
Benjamin Bourne, then ~ittillg in Congress at Philadel phia,
a~ the merchants began to despair of the go\"t:rnrnent '~

tari ff policies and to urge <i mul tan couslv that Britain he put
firml y in her place and that war he avoided .

.-\mong other letters one of -pecial interest i:- that written
hy the En gli - h poet Abraham Cowley while he was with
the exiled Stuart court in ] rl 51l . T he Do rr Rebe llion . the
political career of Trisr.u n Burges, the nctiviric-, of P rof.
Romeo El ton, hiogrnpbcr of R-oger Wil liams-c-all these
nrc illuminated hr thc manu scripts.

T o the gcncnlcgi st, t he collcction of paper~ of three
fam ilies-the Peck- of Harriu gt on, the l loward-, of Fo-ter ,
and the Thornton... of loh u-tcn-c-will be of value . The
social historian, roo. wili read with interest the letters writ ­
ten by members of the H oward familr who migrated til
central Xew York State.
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An unusual feature of th e col lection is that it contains t he
autogra phs of Rhod e bland governors frum Wil liam
Coddington tu T heud ure Francis Green . Ruger Willi ams
and severa l uf his 1i th Cen tury R hode bland coll eag ues
arc a b o rep rc-cutcd .

In ... horr, t he st udent of Rhod e Is land hi-tory, as well as
of th e Revc lurionarv War and of the earl v economic de­
velopmenr of the I':ederal period , will tln'd the-e man u­
scrip t- a rrea-urc trove .

T he calendar and index has been prepared hy :'\Ir.... E t hvn
.\ 1. \Y. Kirby, I'h.I>., for the Frcdcrick S. Peck Coll ection.

W . G . R.

A ssistant Lih rarinn Appoin ted
l"U FFORI> P. i\ I O!\"A II O !\"

,-\ .H. ( Hates) 192 2; :\1.:\ . ICorncl l ) 19J J;
B.~, in Iibrarv ~it' nce t Colurnbia l 19+5,

Xc:W~ - X o tes
W illiam G . Roc lkcr, the S ocierv's d irector and librarian ,

ha" been appoin ted a lecturer in hi...to ry at Brown Uni ver­
~i t y. 1luring t he Summer term he will offe r a course en­
tit led : " Social and Inte llectua l Histor y from Colon ial
I rav s tu I H65, "

i ronald Li nes j acobus has con tributed an ar tic le en ti tled
"Dickinson l'rohlcms" to T Ilt' . l m eri(IUl Genealogist
tApril , 19+ 5 ), in which he raises th e ques tion uf the claim
of dc-ccndant-, of C harles Dickinson. Sr. , of X ar rnga nsett
I ~ 1660- 1U OI to :'\Iaytlower ances try throug h Eli zabet h.
da ugh te r of J ohn H owland. Xlr. j acobus n-ks for light on
t he earl ~' hi~tory of the family, part icularly :lily clues point ­
ing to th e origi n of Charles Dickinson.

l Inrold Bowd itch. :\ 1.D .• of Brookline, :'\Ja ~ s ., one of
America's foremost students of her aldry , will speak hc forc
the Society during the next lecture season on " F arly :\' ew
England Paintings of Coats-of -Arms." M e mbe rs arc rv ­
qu e... ted to bring examp les in their- l"lt lssc" ion.

H. F .!'.

John Scott , ~ lerc han t

By R [CII AR IJ L EH..\ RO !\" H OW E !\"

I n the archives of the ,\ j,usadl/tSI'lIl Ih,/ur;,./J I SO,.;",,,
an: three o riginalletters uf J ohn" Scott , J r.•• writt en hy hi ,~
in I i 65 at Charfe-t own, South Caroli na, to :'\Ir. C hr istopher
Champ lin.f- merchant , at Newport , R hode l-l and . \ \ .rirren
when J uhn Scurr wa ... rwc..ntv- ... ix year~ old, the-e le tter- arc
an important addition to the li ttle prcviou... ly known abou t
him. Being in private hand... they c-capcd the general de­
... t ruc tiun suffered hy the X cwport Record ... which were car­
ried away hy th e: British d uring the Rcvolur ionarv War.

T u ht.-g;i n with. he ca lls himse lf J ohn ~(UTt, j r. , a lt hough
his farher's n.unc was C eorge. I Ie had a cousin. j ohn
Bennett " Scott, who was apparently a year yuullger , and
plThaps th e j unior W:lS tu d ist ingu ish the two, a lthough in

" n. fU . J , t ,I" " J 1/ i" " , \ , , ..I. /I { 1",,,1), :'\ ". ~ , .\p ril, p. " " ; ~l.", "' fh" .\rm, ,i
RichArd s."tt." b, Ridurd .... K" . n Ro ,,, ,,n, .Y. E:. /l rJl. c..,... R' l iJr", ".1. X(TI
(lq.. ~ ) , p. lI:i.

t T hi, .. n ( 'IlRhTOI' U ER " t "IL\\II'L1 :" (1:.. " ,",.. ,, ', c"",,,p.,, ,t ".,
'0'''''", J,t." I I. horn .. W... '''h ~" :'\''''. 1- 11, JiN" ~""' p<rI~ ; .\p<. Ut".
Ii i• • ,a,,, in ,h" :" ' ,r, h 8 u, i,[ t ~ T<>u nd. :" "" p..n. i, nu,k...J b~ • "'"' ""din,

HH '

. ~. " , " ... " , ,, TH ' .''' .'' ''''

,, '
e ll. " ""'", , CIl"" ·I.I~. E.",·,.,

,.• """", ,,' "" . ....~ o. """',, ,.. .....'
.... " TO" " .'1' G " '~" ",., ••.". TH' "' ,,"', '.n,'",·,,·

, ~ 1' .... 'T n ' " . N",,'" ,. , ..... ' .
"' "" " "~ T,,. 2hH ,," ,,. ..·.". I ~o'.

".. T il . - ,," ,. .•• o. .. .. " "

II i, ...,h,·r. C" riO! rher ' Clu mplin, fl,."i"d., W , ..",I>. 22 ·\pr. l Oll', R, . \ h .
\l '''p. rr . " , dit;i.lint. H Jnn. h lI ill , J~u,h,,, .. i t ·' r l . J . ~ n lI i][. In 1 -1~ ,,~-n

,h" "[.."n " \\·... '" h, ..... dj,id"J ,h" n",th p'r1 be",n. ,h" pr"... "' ·I .. n ,
t ·h, d "" " .. n..[ h, "".It "".u ,t " '" l 'b. mr li n•• «"!J;flin~ ~""11 ' ' ' ' ' . h-ll .. ', in
II., lim." ' I ,h. n," ',"n. T h" h In",,,d I.nn. <.."I.ini", ,n"n . r rjth ' h.."drN
.. r"., "i th ••p.,i. u' nu",i,." h,u", u' hu;ldi"p. ", ..... ,. in 1h" r'..... • .fthe
',mil~ in 1 ~ 4- .

Chrj" " r h", $ Ch. n ' r lin, ".mint 1.-. !\" , ,, po rl . , .n 'Hll 'F. ho.x.ftn~ , ",·.J ,hl'
''It-rd,.,, , . " d h,,,,h r. li e ,,," " . t J , n ,. i l h~ T rinit>· Ch..rd, . Li"ut.·Cnl..",l "f ,b"
\ [ ili ,j • • " h i~ h " " k ;" , \1. " .." • • ,,<1 . ~",,' m,,,, ...,·"",,01)1' . fI ,' li , ..d j"., l.,, ~ ...1,1
h.." " ,," !h.. , ,," !h ,i. 1< " I \1 ,,,,' ~l fI ·d . " ['P"';'" n .,, ",· S'''''-<. ,," tI,,· . i", " .... ",,,,.
r i,·" h ,h.· :'\""' p" t l I" .\[.l"..\. b"ildint. \ l ud , j , i..u ".! ., 1."", him in I,i. ~r .." ,l .. n
I: ,. ,,~, \I .., .. n'. h.. "k, " '>; ' '' r.,tt , ....,.,,1 .f Rc.h u ,f I . , ~,. ,,·; l' ,, ~ ir, I:".,.-h,
,' ... , ,., ••1 ill t ' r d ih ' , II i " ", , .Il~' .\' . '' .It. ~' ''f I ·h ,, ~ .

Ch, i., .ph..r" t 'h ,n'pli,," h" ..., r ",I,;n i["J·d'nnr< pl '""r i. n, .. d i,,~ ... " i.e
• , . bl, «"l"pi,"" in \It . ( ;r , rtr .\"Jr • \I . ri.,!.··. h ,1 O.....n~"i'. \ I . i.....

"
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:' ir

:' ir :

" :\1' ('h ri~I" Ch.tmr l in

··....·h<l' T ......n ~' Cuulin<l
f~'b r 2 ~ I-f.;

" Cha' T Ol\n :'" C arolillJ .
21 \I.tr 1;6 ;

YUUf f"IU Uf "f Z2<l ult". pCC JI" . \\ ·in.1..w I hJ I e before me.
I ;UT, '-;utpri/e,l OUr Le.l ther .-;llIH1I,I'-;li,,1 "I hJIlJ "hen :\1 ' Buf,,,11
:' c'1l 1 '-;"me "f the l e n' '-;afl1<· I.c·JIOer &. he infonnsu .\ 1' \\ ' iL'01l

Ih.lt it " .u :',,1,1 to :("ne .,JI .mug". &: h" fu rth e r :' J I , dut <JUf>
mighr, on I n,,wing Sho rt C re·J ill , wc. we .lr e nor Jl'p i·nll . ~, the~
no: hu t '-; Jfe, .1' fore u,ing .11 vendue il will nul lurn 10 .1nl .\<-",,1.
- 1""' eH'r on the whole ,fo wilh il .1, ir ".1; vour " " II \ 1; \\ 'il"'Jn
Jun'l LII"" ....hat ' \ .1; the <JuJnlit~· Sent, I arn nu l Concern 'd in

the \\ h"I~, JJ'cnlur" , bUI in.1 l oun\"'.• ,,-C. i, IU toe: lIu J e UF 10

rne. !'enJ me rhe :\' . Procc..,J . of Jll l he l.eJ lhn in g"oJ :'-pJnn,,­
lile CJ nJ k s. 1 hope ~-o u will toe: Jbl" lu remitt it h,\' the tint
\ 'd ", Il , <Is I .1111 in ....ant of .1 fe" H" u" of IhJI article --­
.-\' for .\ 1' .Ius, _h lin'''" '' he ib ~ nun 1.ttclr com " fmm E llgb nJ
(Q :',.'1 up Ihc "1".1110,," C hJ IIJl illK Busineh. hut quite J :' tr J nger to

me I hJ I'!,ell<·d 10 be in his (""mran~' une JJ~, & he \la , :' a.,"ing
t haI he 'd be lI: lJd w know wh " r", IR' co ulJ get any Sp"rIl l"lite un
1\ c h. [ made \le '1Ii" n uf vuu r :\"1II<', but tolJ him , t :'.IIne li me
IOal he mu st :'c"J ~>!nelh' ing to l'urrh.lSc it , that is .,1]lh.'1 p;lf,eJ
between us. J"J as for his Curcumsr.mccs know nOlhing about it
_ \ IC \\' il..m j oins me with Comrl illlO:Il I' Jnd am ever

Your most H umble :'e<l' ,
.In" :'-.:" 11 .I unc."

(Ori ll: inJl lcll er• .l/JU.Jrh", ,,, ,, Jl ii!"' ;' ,II .\ , , i"' l'.l

If.tJ pl"J,u re of \';,il;ng ~ou un ,ler 27 . . , Ca l' l \\ ' in,lm,
I ,h.,lIl...· ""lig,,J to .\·OU if ~ "u'J inform me wh.ll pr ice ." 'u colild
gel me " w cll bnilt :'ch' MJlWr Hurtoo" ,,1->1 I,ll tom .11 \1Jrbkh"aJ
or at "~or pLu-<· ,

• Thi. i. ne" ...".c ,rnul"Jriul J ..t . Ih..t ,h, ulJ .... , ..Iu..~le ,,, Ihe .'\tkin '''n
F . n, i l ~ .

Y" ur most H umble Scrvanr ,
Jn Q Sccu, jun"."

[_-\b' [t.l.-1 of "r i ~ i n a l letter. .1/.m ", l w ·rfli If ii",d,-.J1 S'iri"!., .1
--c=-'-----

that ca-c O IH,: would have expected to rind him called seni or.
If he was really the senior of the two cousins, perhap- th e
explanation of his being ca lled j unior is ro he found in the
fam ily "main line" pride.

In thi s Scott line there were alread y a grandfather J o hn".
ami a gn:at-grandfa thel' J ohn", \ \'e know t hat J o hn" Scott
inherited . in direct descent. the illuminat ed Scott A rtus,
quarterly-of-eigh t, and the Scott Pedigree- Roll that was
made in J':llg land about 160S fu r his g reat -great -great ­
g randfather Edward Scott. From these [et ter -, we know
now for the f ir...t time th at J o hn" had and was u...ing a Scott
A rmoria l Seal , apparently a new o ne and not the one used
rifrv-tbrcc ~ ear~ before hy his grandmother. the wife of
J lJh n ~ Scott. when "he signed the Scutt deed in I i i:!. In
1,65 Ed ward ' Scott of Xewport wa-, the head of the Scott
fnmilv and undoubtedlv had his father's Sea l.. .

The-e newl y discovered lett ers also show for the fi rst
time tha t J ohn' Scott. J r.• at the age of twenty-six, was an
irnportaur merchant in the South . with a corresponden t at
Newport . R hode Is la nd. th ree rears be fore hi ... un cle
Ed ward ' Scott died . on 30 J une 17(JR , ma ki ng him his heir
and leaving him an estate of t90ll0 -rerl ing, or ooo.non
Old T e nor , of wh om E zra Stik~ in h is Diary sar~ : " Vl r.
j n' Scott d ied :!-I- .\Jar li7J . . . after a Bacchanali an L ife
.. . lived 111 0't prcfu-elv, ha\"ing squandered about lJW.OllO
Old T enor ... incc his l 'ncles D eath."

T he...c letter.... here publi shed fur the rir-r t ime. were
folded in envelope form. a~ was rhc cu... tum of the day, and
secured 0 11 the hack with bla ck and red "ea ling wax on which
i... impressed the Scott .. \ r m' . thrrr /'arhrri1/(" scherls , a
bordnrr t'lIx.rtlill"I , wit hout indication of tinctures. T hese
17r-.S im prcs... ions are the ln... t known use of t he Scott Ar­
moria l Seal hr th e main line (If Scot ts. J o hn" Scott 's SOil ,

J o hn Cook-on" Scott. a merch ant , with whose death , on
16 :\OL IflOS, the male line became extinct , i... not known
to han: used the Scott Armoria l Seal.
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" ChJ' 1''''' 11 :" C n .,linJ.

~"r!. ltl , 1:"'"

·' \ 1' C hrist" C hamrl in

~ i r ;

I have been " "ne li me without J line from ,".,u to let nle know
\\hJt vou have ,lnne with nUT kJlhcr, if nul ~}lJ t., J i' f'<l'" uf it
Jl n -n·Ju, Jt what...-ve r price it will fetch , J' "rJeT...·.1fnrma'~-.

Your mo.l H umble ~ef\" J n t ,

I n '' ~ott, j un"."

1.-\h;tTJct of "ri~in;ll leiter, .If.1J1.1~ hu !l' ffi 11i,, ',6u f S ·,~i"'y. 1

Book Reviews
T Ill' I" II,,~:-i,,{ h",, !t: ",d,.:. b,· Il" illi,mJ H. 1I(I,d ' i,,,. ;' "' f6m,.J I~'"r:

lr i,," lihl .I f.~g.r.:.i,1f' __I lI i" '" y ( .lIJr.-h, / 9-15 ) !Ju JU1/' it not r,'ll y
" nn-ibn ,h,. b~/,!t: I,t;{ if JiST, fl Jl n YJ do.h th,. rJU l or /'XJI hilf',',".

L O C AL H IST O R \". I low T O G "-\TlH:R IT, \\'R ITE 1-1-, A :\IJ

Pi-B U S!l IT.
R: DonJIJ J)"an Parke r, Rc\-i><: J JnJ cJiteJ h~ HcrthJ E. J05<:rhson.
p:"w Yo rk: l'-1 ,H ) :'tocial Science Research C"ull.·il, 2W Pa rk
Avenue. Pp. xi,", I ~ (, " n .

The hisror v of the l Iuited States has nut vet been writrcu.
X on c of the works hearing suc h names a~ 'H l lj~torr of the
l ' nired Srarc- ," or "American J Ii-rc r v," or " Growt h of
Am er ica," have anv warrant to so amhi t~ous a title. At best ,
th e..e v.rlu me-, arc h i ~turi e :- of public aflairs , histo rie.. of t he
nat ional govern me nt, or histori es of large, nation wide
movemcnr-. Thev nrc not hi~toriC'- of th e l 'ni ted States
fur tht· L'nired St:"ues i....omet hing more tha n nat ionwide
I:conom ic~, nat il)llal polit ic.., and the: nat iona l gl,, 'er nmcn t.
T he ( ' llited Sratt· ~ i.. a cOl l/;l:rie:; of regl 0n.., a cong lomera.
tiUll (If l'llmmllni rie ~, all emile..s a..sor tllll'llt l)f indi\'idua l­
and often indi\-idmli"ric-Incalitic... T he real hi:-ron" of
t he { ' nited ::='rar e ~ i~ thc comp()~ite ~tl)ry of thc ..e corn·lIl ll ­

fl i t i e ~, and it C:l nnll t he written until rhl: history of each
IlK:d ity ha.. hcen compusl,:d .

T he -rudv of local hi-rorv i ~, Il\ " a ll odd-, the mo..t fa..ci­
:w ing and fruitful pha ..c \;f hi~t ;)riGd schola r-hi p. I lere,
the student get s do wn tu bedrock, ~tT~ personalities with out
the g lamour that distance and prl'~t ige g in: "nnt ionn] "
fig ures, meers socia l for cc-, in their e lcmcu ml form, ..rudies
politics in the: backrooms when: polic ies arc form ed , and
learns economic principles in watching men dicke r over a
horse -trade . The local historian is privileged to gaze: into
the vcrv foundat ion ~ tone~ of Am erican -ociet v, and to
grow in· wisd om n-, he learns to perceiv e the i n tl l~i re in the
infinitesimal .

It was wit h rea l appreciat ion of both t he need- and the
j()y~ uf loca l histor-y that the SOleial Science Research Council
appoin ted a com mittee to -rudy methods uf encouraging
more workers in the held. The tirsr result of thei r eff ort s
i~ a handbook, carefully compiled and edited, giving cum­
plet e and detailed in-rrucrions for th e gathe ring of local
historical material, i r~ writing, and it-, publication. T he
buuk is ad dressed ru the amateur, to th e novice in historical
-tudv, to the hig h schoo l teacher and bi-, -tudent -, to
woman's clubs, librarians, or :1I1\'UI1C el se who wi-hc-, ro
venture into the promising avenues. Hut the expert his­
torian can find helpful :-uggestions in it s pages.

I. fk({/ Hist ory begins with a de-o-iprion of hi-tor ical
sources and with instructions ho w to u-c them. There a rc
sections on directories, travel acco un r- , diaries, lettcr-, and
ser mons. There arc chap ters on newsp apers, publ ic record-,
bu..inc- ,s record .., and ch urch rccu rd-. T here arc in-rruction..
0 11 note-takin g , on bibl iographies. footn otes, and on lit­
cr.lr~ " compos ition . And finally , the re arc a number \If -ug­
I;e~tiuns un puhl ishing local history.

T his l'xcd lcnt \ 'ulume should dn more than instrll ct an...l
guidl: thc no\'iria tl:. It Shllllid inspi r,· e\'Crr high SdlO')]
tcachcr,l:\Trr county and luc:d historica l ~oci..:tr , and Jll any
all intelligent and litcrate citi zCll tu ~ta r t work on som c
hK:t1 ity or on ~omc a"pcct of Incal hi:-tur y. T here is work
[n Ix· d Ullc ill the \-ine\":trd, and wirh [ hi~ hook in hi:- hand..,
nUlle C:ln ple:td that h~ knows nut how to lahur.
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(;oou-Bn :. P RO U ) \\' O R!.U_

By 'vlargarct Emerson Bailey.

(,\,." York: C hJrI,·, S<:r ihn" r's :'<'n' . I 'H 'i.)

Ii "n" we r e not J ,u t il'" of I'rul iJ "nc" . \I i", 8 J ile\,'1 (;,,;,,/-8,'1', /" ''1,,1
II "r!J " " uIJ roO'.d lik<: J nm-d . I'u haf"'. aft"r sn, IhJt is the " JI- it
sh"ulJ I--c: n·.lJ . .

RUI to Jn~one t-rouJlhl "!' in l'rovidcncc, "spec iJlJy " n rhc ! I ill. Ihc
....~,~ hl< a pcril"ul 'luJlil.'. It . r".lJln~ i. cxciriug, lik" J //:.11111:. O n
","'ry 1'.1.':" "r two. sonic one: is n.IIIl"J "h" m "' .u rem embe r. ,\nJ 10"
rC' JJ ,;a.e,;r1.,'. lU s,;,; whose name will Jf'f",ar ,;n the uc xr !'.ljI;,; .Ind 'th,;
n,;xl. HUI th ere .1fe " ,""t.KI",. ,\. if to o ff<et .11iJ ill, 1!J"re is m vstcrv.
'There arc name s " 'hidl, h~ "i nue of the LKI rh.n I -O~ ,10 nOI ~ll o\\·t he~l .
n>11 l'i''''e n,u rhcv I11U , t be ti"l it i,,,,,, T hen l'Oli' become more' .tln t t"
ch.n.rc tcr ·,tud., t1;,l1l bd ore, l. ik" .1 ,Iete.-li\" e · 1\l';g h inK evcr v d ue, '''U
hU rl : mcn tal]v Hound old Cu shinK ~trn'l an d its llei.':hr..->rIl<~~I, IhinLin,l:
of llti, r erson and tI,al, until .'ou ba"c Hacked down your qUlrry , Then
:011 I' u"h on t<> t he ne xt 1'.1/;:1' ,mJ th e 1\<.',1.

!" u,l~ m,(" iou,I.'-, a, ,1'1'" le.1,I, ." ou ali ,l:n .'" urself with (mc' nf twn ,l:roup.
of cnucs. [f ~-()u (."or th,· mo,Ie'T1l school of writin g that helieHs in real­
i,m , The frankness of Jd.lillel' C', llmhing 10 he desil .·J . Stlrk realism in
nrortin.e confron ts .'Oll frulll <ta rt to nnish . If. however• .""u ""long to
the older "eh"o). .""U become nlOre AnJ more concerned ", il n th ... th ou,l:hl
"f tne ritncss-of-tbing , andthe 'reech-..,f-pc'Ople, Like l ~U""l in A house
"h", ten.inn is 00' iou>, lou fed eml:>afu;.;.cJ an.I ill aT "ll«:,

I' rllfu ."Ilr \\ "illiam \ \ ' h ;Ul13n Il ~ i l"., . th.· Author's fJther. Wa' l lu,lit i..,n
heT< in r ro\-iJ ence. \ \ '" l\.ltehed (or him eleh Haf in Ihc Commcn,·"m,'nt
p"n <inn, with th" ,un 'hinin,l: {ull UF"lll hi, g"rg"ou,. eou'~.lur,·J
~,,"n. \ \ 'e s.m- hi m .1< n" ram!<1e,! ahaul , col1c'Ctinl't 'r.:cirne:n, {or h is
t-.,un~ cfa,.." .lnJ f"r hi. ,tu,lie' "ilh In... micrc»copc. ChilJ ren knew he:
"l< much bdOleJ. I':' <: n if one JiJ not kn",,- him reril ,nllh, it Wa'
rl'l,.lnt 10 Ill ....·t him "itn his t-.J\ of <p<:cimens tuelcJ unJer'hi, Jrm.
( l ne ~new th.lt ;l kinJ JnJ fri"n,lIy "nul hJ,i ~'J ;scJ , an./ O!l,' fl'\'ere,1 hi..
",·II"br,hir·

It ".1< common kno,,'k,ljI;'" l< ~ ', tha t hi, W.1S an "rral;c hOIl""h,,1.1. in
II h i"h the r r incirals JiJ l10t al"",.,, SI'e cye I" eye..\lta .111, f""-'t, .Ire
f"><.'I' , Jld s.:ient i,t, .H" ,cienti,!>. O nc . nould nnl npen dwir )lHm d ife
to h,' of Ihe common r UI. But Ol1e ,li,1nOI In,,,,' th"l Irnllhk "" lllne,l "!" JIl
wI',llt h,,,r r.Hha uf">I11he 1.1 <"l of il ; t h.lt the , tn:.' b i'!lI f"lIl ih ];,.'1:, 1'1' ti ll'
"'''l11 l'l1 " f hi, hou"'hol,I, lll.l,I,- the '('mihilitil's of th,· f,ll1li h ' '" l<" 11 .l n .1'
'II,' "r e l1 ,\q'~lnd; t " ,l ~ nin '. h'mor'lhlc·. old " ( ;r anJI''''' ~ i 1l1 1;1 " n s wr,lJ'pcd
hllm elf III , Ik nn ', h i, lIl,lnt le o{ J ,·{..,nse; t h .l 1 I'rnk Nlr Ill il.... rt-t rl''' l'''!
10 hi, tllir,!- l1 oo r ,t ud."; .1n.1 little " \ 1<:,1: " hroo .-l ,·d o,-crmll<:il.

T o whirhe"er «"houl of cri t i"i m one "clon,l:" il ,eelll' "h,'iou,. hOwel-I'r,
lh.l1 tf'e Hnr.'- is t" IJ a' it;. wriTI"r " i,he.! Th.lt it ,hou!J h.· tol.!. It, dur-

ROO}.; KU n :\\"S

actc ri....J.lioTl> au: gi,en " ith too Jeff and sure J ,l;illto ha' e been lackin//: in
awareness or Je:si,ll:n. If t h,,~ " -ere: not I ihTJnt anl th"ir deuil .., l<:lling,
who i, Ih"re who " ,,,,IJ k JiHurkJ About Ih,m:

HUI when t he h'~ lk hl. been d ....s.:l A while JnJ it. tinge of hittern",.
is hJ]( -forgun"n. ,,,,r mind, revert to the ruin! from which we star ted .
, H is WJs an erratic hou>c:holJ , in which Ihe principals JiJ not ail, a'. «:<:
eve to eve.' Y"s, of that w" Jr" "o nl inccd. ' Pmfe ",r H~ i le , '1.1. a traJ: ­
,ion he'r" in I' ro" iJ en' e: .' li e is that no 101l!:er. H i. 'eurll-colur"J.
l C.ldem ie gm' n anJ his litt[e, 01.1. 'in box have h<."CUme the merest of
accessories. H e: hi m«:1f hJ. kWllle a personal frienJ---ttr~ei"u" whim­
sical, and tole rant. \\ 'e know him now ~s ,,-'ienti.1 In,1 flther, a nu n who
could wilh drJ" his Jl(,; ntion from his microscupc. JIlJ f,,,:ul it UpOIl his
liltle JJughk r with the satuc J i...-cmmcm with w hi ch he would .1lI .tI , ' z ~

a (; i nK ~o leaf, ~ 111.111 ,, '!lo«: d iltit ulties we ran un, lt'rst.m, I, whose chu­
acrc r we call l'ell l"Tak . ' li e " ',I' much helm'e,!.' Yes, now we l ,lOl W
the reason wh v.

,\ lrs, Baile; " .lS we meet her Oil the printed I'''/;:e, scvtns , hallo'" .11lJ
,tt.1Il,l:cl.,· c.rllou, l'erll"I'" hO"eH'r, the mel11or." th ,lt will r,·.lll.'- linge r
will he o( her I"lliJ I1 1 dfon to sUf'p1cme nt her hu,h"n ,l' . income , all,1 he r
c:\Tr.l....Hurt to providc her children with the ' .i ll.1 l hi ll,te:' wh ich. in Ihe
" orld of . llohhc r.'-t IH' "nl,'- worlJ she knew, alas-c-wcre c»CnliJIIO Ihe
vcrv breat h o f life.

I n G;,,,J- B.W" .l'r" t.J II "rU, the wr it...r's tou,h i, not ali,l:h t one. l i n
tale: is like an " tchin~ Juwn in ,halow. .-\si Je (rom the <juco tion "f its
fran kness, it hl' unu.ual f'~I "T<'s"f its own . In ho\\ m.auv aUlOhio,l:rJphi,·,.
I wonder , w,,,, IJ one linJ the ...,eonJar~ ,hUl<"l"u-f'are:nts, grand­
pu ent ,. cousi ns. aunt,. lnJ kau\-,'i\-iJI.I Juwn, while hcsiJe 'hem,.I' if
araTl frum l h"m , Ih e prima~- hgure sunJs WJtch{ul anJ 1>T<~,Jin,lt, It is
nOl a usual poin t of \ ie\\", Ihis "m ph a,i. on the S<.'Cun,hr.,· ChlrJCI'rl. \ \ '..
gCI their p iclure ckarly AS we were meJ nt 10 I<:e th"m. ,ume full-round,.!
h~' ,leui l, ilJme in 10" relief l<:"n fro m a sin.ele angle .

Hut Ih... aUT hor's p<:rsunJlily is not SO dear o r I·ihulll. " 'e J"lil th...
mom,·nt wh en ,..... I<:n,..., her Jcplh o f soul. T hn e WJS opp"rtu ll i t~ ,

pc:rh.lr'. for th is Jit er the surerb J e"-' rir t ion of Is.d ou J)un' J n'. ,hnein/;:.
For, il 11.1 ' th l t inciJ elH lhat \\ JSlh .. turn in,l: point in .'ounl' ' \ lcg·.lik.
~l iffcnin,l: hcr hJd agJins t l lJrnp-post as t hc~' wen t frulll ~.'ml' l llm : I I JII.
in wor d, J e"r with llIl'lllin" , ,he hrulc with her wtll'eluiun -bounJ Imcr,
Suhconscious!~, she hro ll' al", w ith the pur'~-rmu.1 wod ,! ill which she
h,,,1 ' pent ha ."ollth. Fur a lleet inl' moment , we loud l the ,k l' t n,

T hen thc uk gon Oil, \\ 'e kn"w Wl' ,l t · \ Ie.e' '.liJ , what nu\' one
~" i,l • .IllJ I' rofe" or Ib ilc,l' doe. nO! fail U:I. But wc bd til.· ,em e of ;:ri,i,;
the (n,lin,l: "f collstctn;Jl i,," in tl", !cullih· cirel.-; tile' 1' ~ hil.Jr,,, i,," "il h
whi eh ~'nUll,l: ' \ Ie,l:" br,- . I ~ in~ with her' world. ~"es f" n)1 1" Hl1hlu"r
" thc' r wnrld" \ \ ·,· l \\ .l it th., f" "" lie touch "f ren ·!Jtlml, wh ich .\ Ii" Ib ilt'l \
fJeik p"n w l.I IJ hll<' w ritten Jeftl.'-, if , he h.lJ " i,hl',l il '0. .

\ I ~ I< " ' I< ~ " H, Sl l'-I ,11I I I
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l{oc.F.R CO~ ,\~T. :\ FOl'~UE R O F :\I.-\~"' ,\C ll esn-r s.

By C lifford K, Shipto n.
fCJomhriJge: Ihr....rJ L' n i \"(: r, i !~' Press, 19U. )

T his volume JeJoJ, rrimJoril~- with life in :'.h """-hu",,, tlt in the I ; Ih
nn!ur~; ~"C1 it is of rrimJor)- inrcrc-r In nCr)' Xcw F ngb nJ cr ,

II : . :' h irlon ha! utilized all the infnmulinn accumulated in the ~-ealS

of hi, editorship of SiM,.\', JlJrT·.ffJ (;~JJIU'1'f lU r re;cnt Jon accurate
Jccuunl uf life on the co,N (If :'\c" En!o: b nJ in the JJ.' , uf thc ,if>! settle­
men I,. II c Jelllo",!rJte~ that Ihc En!!li, h scnlc rs wc rc ,.\'\.I crs . not J_\Clllen ,
In,l !hnch~- provid es fur ther ammunition !O cxplod c the lo~ ohin m.' rh ;
hc ~il'" J li,-i.l pic ture "f the ec"nomic' problem s at I'J., mnut h an d ~ .1 1cm ;

and he nule< an C\~n ~U I1l I1l,l r.' of the p rincif, ln ulhlcr l.,in l( t hc !' u r i t ~ n

Cununonwcnhh .

Reade rs cm .!Cccl't Dr, ~ h il't"n'. , tor," as equally "i'I'1\(".,hlc t" Kho,k
I,b ncl witf two exceptions: \ \ 'e ill Rhod e I<b n,l h.d no ront.l,' t with
" lr' ,lllC." "n .lno rescue shi p J rriled in the nic-k of time from l: n!!b nd 1<l

fl.·lin e our di" tre'.l ; and we h.,,! a surfeit of fr ienJ I." ..,1I' e it thini ng.
InJ i.ln nei ghbo rs. ", h" reJ' .1 I'LJ ~ue of vane sort , l'CrhJf'" 1ll,'Hk ., hJJ
" ;1'<.1 nUl mosr of lho,,' in \ 1." , .,..hu.... II' It,.,-, Recom men.le,1 r"JJ inj/".

". t., M.

.-\s l\. :\0 () L'.\ R·I ER,

By \'l'orgc Ylarsh.
( '<.\\ Yor k: \" illiJo tll :\Iou n"' .i C",., 1'014 ; . )

(; ,,,,,,1 hi H(lrjc~1 ro mances come Jolnng Joll tno seldom . he nce :\I r. \ I ~ hh "

I-ouk ;. dnubly we lcome. It run, to ,(,9 well-packed pJgC'. the ~ r" .1t

nujutity of them fuJI of ac tion . T he scene i$ ' e" ro rl in Ihe ~eJn aft e r
"-ing l'hilip's WJr. ..nd there the Ju thu r ruts his h,·ro. lI u)l: h J..n·l~n .

,dllN: I,Hher wa, lill"J .1t t he ( i t"al Swsmp F i~ h t . thrnu /(h adven ture
ariUJI 3nJ a<hurc.

Y" ung H ug h Jocd .'-n tJll" up p ri' J tee ring .1 (ter l'Cinjc: ducJteJ b~' a
c"J lming J-,u t Jown-al· heel. I-: n)l: li,htnJ n. H e h.1s h i$ Ihr ill in.l: ~,h,·n t llfl·'

,m,l hi. e'lu" I I ~' t hr illing Imc ,llfJi".

.\11 thi, l.lK<', r1.I,·e .lgain'l .1 1JI'c' lr" .l ile h,1l"k~rmlllJ uf h i ,torir~1 J(·tail
\\ hidl i, relllo1fbhlc (or it> "..nlra l'\' .11lJ th" t1"'r<Jughne,~ o r .\I r. :\1.lnh 's
r" ' l-;lfC h. .\hll.'" hi stor icol l ti i/urn' " f th e tim .., olf l' fl· · ..' ' '';]te,l . an,l th e
r<.' ,I,h-r, 110 nl.\tler Wl1.11 hi ~ I'r..'ri"us n",i",lS, g"·lwr .II I.,· agn"" wil h dl<' ren
J'i, tU fe~ of thes< (,lmnu' llll'tI,

1' )1" h'Mlk consl itut es J ple,1 '''" t '\'.1 ." tn !cam h,m life W,l' Ii, e,1 .Houn,l
."\JrfJgJ'''''tl " J.'" in lhe IJtc I71h C ,'nlU r.,·.

", .',

SC >IlH.: Recen t A ccessions

From :\1r. ~nJ :\ 1n. \ \ ' iJliJl1I r. rUII ,,11m. till' ph"t"1fJphs of Provid ence
scenes in 1i<<)1.

From :'.I r<. I I. _\nthon\ Dvcr , t>uunJ volume conuinin!: i.-uc'S of th"
l', ,~ iJ" lr, C;.r-,/tI' J,rI (.; 10';"'.\' J'I<"14, :\ I Jo~ - 3. 1; 11 ; to _\ la~' .1. I ; 1I ~.

Fr..m ' I i<, ll arrict C. FJ mo" ,'" Ihrough ' Ir. J......-ph r., H enshaw,
t""lefter; JJJrelokJ tll C.1p!. John FdmunJ, of the hJrqu,' R' j{', r, dated
1" ~2 .1nJ I ~ 49 .

From \I n . H . }: , !' rm J n. Jl1 album of Provid ence ....cnic f'O'u l ca rds.

f rom ' I r. \\' i ll i ~ n1 \ lIen l Iver, [r.. of :" D CU<c• .' , Y.. t hrou gh
:'.Ir. Denison w. ( i fC c·n,·. rn J n U~r ip l ~b!(·d :'.1 ~ rc h 24, I IlUl\ reblin g tu
subscriprions (ur building lh..· \\ ·irUor,! Hri.igc, :'\on h "' inlo: 'l ,,,,n .

From \l r. John 1'. " " ''' n. ,I , .. upl"M,k C<1ntailling (: i,'il \ \ ' ar dipp ings.
f rom , Ir s, Ed ilh U,m id s 1<:nner• I'hol mt.1t ropics of th e r apers of the

~h.lmb,,11 F,111l ily of Kho,k b l.ln,l ; also col'.'- of ,I IUK of the ship 1';1.
,,,"ne,l b~ ' Brown .llhl II .." . for.1 '-u.'-,' g.., from Providence tu Cantun in
I IW _1.

From .\ Jr<, :'."' u,k, ~. Rav mond of ~ tJm forJ. Cml ll .. in m..' ll lOn · uf
John :,wi ft H olbruok. J bou;IJ v.. lumc of I.e.' J ell ,!ocUIll<.'nt' reb l in'g 10

t he I' i l~ r i m s , with indcx ,11l,l plat es.
From :'.I r<. ' h u,lc' :' . K.lI mon,j of ~um forJ. Conn.. R".Iim"'F 1"' :1'"

[( a ' ,r i ,-. 1(, JII -I -os, .~ " 1I'; ;r .1'/ ,\ I.1Hi.1g' [( a rm is 1,1'1','" 1699 ; iu. i"
.\"1':" R,dfr,rJ .~ If ,m dr, J r u n A ( J;, ; T h, Cr.l,II, F,I Ih( R'fl<blir::
} .1" U ,l t/.n l .1,1<1 101m,., Rif'/'r; 1'111' Rr.1J fF,rJ lI i" 'jy\' ',I I'li"",,,,h PI JtIIJ_
tit,,,; 1'h, Sr. J,h>l c;,,,,.J,'t.\·; R' rhJml'_Ro .J."J IIII' Frn u h 1''''' ''f' i.,
I'r'~'iJ"'lr, .

From 'I i ~i :'. I J r !,! ~ rct .\, Ci JrJ ner of E.1<;t Provid ence, pJpcn reb l ing
to gfJJuJlin,i!: c xcrc i....·, Jt :\I iss G arJ m' r" :'chool for Youn,i!: L1J i c~.

2 _1 ; Benefit ~tree t. I'm, iJ cnCl', 1:ol~q· IK9 I ,

h om 'I rs. Esth er T illill!'!hJSl Dane of La rrbmonr. :'\ . Y.• C hurch
FJm ilr rJpcrs in mJn ullC rir l. T h is inc ludes Jo nu mber of le tters.

From \I t. .!nhn :'\ ichnb s Urm\ n . c< 'r.' - of the prncbmJtinn for t he
Cc nk nn iJI (19 ,1<)) of l' t. :' t, phen \ C hurch , I' rm i.l,·nc" .

From :'.Ir . :' ila. T , :'\yC•.1 grou p of misc ellaneous 19 th C.· tIl U r~ mJnu­
script" .\1,,,,.1 Inlt" r., ticket ( 17'1ll) for the I' rm-iJ c'nee (; reJ l " riJ ge
Lu u er.'·.

From lhl' 'l i" e5 :'.lMr ~nd J.lIle '-\Il tl",n~ , J phol 0ItTJph nq~a t jH o f
the College II ill cal-Ie ,',11 ; IniscdlJneous llulllHe ril' t il,·m'. inrl ud ing
''''e r.l1 l'onn' r n i n~ t h" I'r<1\-i,k ll, e T o,,1 CUtll p.IIl ,I- ,m,1 it, (-olltr,Kts 10

Il\"l ..· ritle s for th,' ' I' urli, ll C;' '''C'rnllletlt in I ~ i _1. ' I'h e COlll tJCIS J re
illrl uJed in lh .., Kroul'. II'hidl aIm cunuins ~,hotogr.l i,h , or the colll(,an( s
11\ <1 ~'l.lI1t s.

F rom :'.Ir •. (i eorg,' II . Wehh. Ch.plf"1' ,w,1 H." -I.. /~I ',,f Ih f" Fir_,f
l "1 ;r""i,11i,/ s',,- it'll" i" .\ "1'II/- /'N,r'iJ," '-f". ( I' ro,-j,lence. 11I 2 l\ ) ,

F rum thc' Juthor. IiM,,]'I ~ . r .l1lJerl, ih. R,m;:" -. [(Ji'l l .,:~ J,ff! R .1,i".f(,
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