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Gcoroc H . Corl iss of Providence, Inventor
:0

hy ROIIERT S. 110l .IH XG*

From the town of Helper, I )e.:rhy~hire , E ng land and in
the r ear 1789, there came to the Un ited States a you ng
Eng lishman, one: Samuel Sl at er, who had been ap prenticed
in the manufacture of cotton machiner y to j edediah Strut t,
partnc.:r of Sir Richard Ark wrig ht, famous cotton goods
manufact urer of Enp lnnd.

t Jpcn ar-r-iva l ill this country, Slater was advised that
j\ l u"es Brown of Pro vide nce souf:hr assistance in the manu ­
facture of spinninf: machine ry and he: addressed :\1r, Hrown
in this manner:-

"Sir:
.-\ few days ago I was informed that you wanted a

manager of cot tun "-pinning, in which business I tlat rer
my-elf that I can gin the greate-r <arisfactiou-c-as I
have had an oversig ht of Sir Richard Arkwrig ht's works
upwards of eight years. I f yuu please to drop a line
respecting the amount of encourage ment you wish to give
you will much oblige , Sir, you r most obed ient humb le
servant,

T in : II \1<1> \\.1' 1111 "I" l;·HJ. 3 1

' I'hi r.l Cm cr

I:.•"L COH T

Samuel Slater. "
T o th is communication :\ l oscs Brown re plied in part as

followsc-,
\ p""... , ... J beol",. ,h .. Il.h" J .. hl> nJ lI i'I " , ;,,[ ' ,,<i..... .-\p. il !. Ilj·H; .11

q,,'.I>!i,," , fru'" C;...'r~ .. s. w hil... .u ..",. i ' . f $_ ..,1 .W" lu . (l'h ibdr1r hi •• 18l/i)
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I' n n"idence, 10th l Zth month , 17R9
" Fricnd;

I have received rhine of the 2nd insr. and observe its
contents. I, or rather .jl mv and Brown who has the
hu"ir.le"" in the turton line which I began, one being my
"on-Ill-law and the other a kinsman, want the assistance
of :t per-on skilled in spinni ng. We are destitu te of
Isuch J a person. "

~I r. Brown continued his letter and assured Slat er tha t
if he would come to Providence he would give him a sub .
-tanrial proportion of the profits and th at Slate r would
" have the crcdir a- well :I" advan tage of perfecting the fir-r
water Idriven] mill in America". Slater accepted and carne
to Providence.

Thi- action 011 the part of ~l l)St"S Brown caused a partner­
"hip agreement to he created betwee n his "kinsman", Smith
Brown , his sou-in -law, W ill iam Almy, and Samuel Slater.
It wa-, dated .\ pril 5, 1790. As a resul t of thi s compact
Samuel Sbtl'r c-rabli-hed the first successful ly operated
cuton mill in America. In fact some British and American
hi-turian-, maintain that thi" wn-, not onlv the first cotton
mill in -\rnnicl hut that it really constituted the beginning
of <1/1 manufacturi ng of any consequence in the Un itc:J
State:-. T he mill wa-, located ju-t north of Provid ence at a
pHillt then known a:- Pawt ucket Falls.

Sla ter '.. cfforr-, were ,,0 successful that ;\ Io"es Brown
infurmed Alc v.mde r 1Luuil ron, the Secrerarv of the Treas­
1I1'r, that in a ...hurt rime machinerv and ;nill s could be
erected tll "uppl y the entire yarn requirement s of th e United
Statt·... and that furt her import ation s from England wen:
not llCl"l'''"arr. This prediction of ~Jll...cs Brown was a pr e­
d iction of ... ub-mnce for in the next tiftv vcars ove r one
thousand mill... were in operation, man;" of which were
within rhc bouudaric-, of Rhode Island and a large per ,
centagc " f which werc within the confines of the 1'\ew
Eng land Statl·.... Providence W:l :; known a:- "The l\la ll ­

che... ter of ;\merica". The:-c earl y cottun mills were built
Ull the hank-. of rive rs and "trea ms where w:lter power w,t...

,
u-ed a:- a propelling agent for driving the machinery.

At approximately the same time that Samuel Slater was
building his cotton mill in Pawtucket. j nm cs Watt of E ng­
land wa- making phenomenal progre..... in rhe development
of the "team engine. T he "team engine had not changed
mate rially from the time of T homa" Xcwcomeu whose
work preceded that of Watt h~ more than tiftr years.

T he great discoveries of Wart led to a highly developed
engine with an efficiency factor greatly in execs- of any
engine thus far conceived. The general principles of the
steam engine a-, built hy Watt and his partner M atthew
Boulton , were adopted hy American ... team engine man u­
facturer" and enabled "team plJwer to ..upplement and
... upplant water power a" the motive force for the machinery
in the mill s.

Whereas it had been nece""an for mill" to locate at the
-ource of water power the development of the -tcam engine
allowed power requircmenr-, to be brought to any desired
locality. T his permitted manufacturing to be undertaken
in interior and coastal -ertion-; Such places a... Fall River
and Xew Bed ford sprang intu being. By mill stream, at sea
coa-t. and in village the nui"y whipping of the shuttle
replied to tht: -aucv chatter of the loom. H\' rhi... rime and
with threads l)f ...t~c1 the railways were afready weaving
their giant weh:- across the counrrv. In rhe Ea... tern section­
of the l Tnited States great center..·of ind u... trial activity were
heing crea ted for a new motive power had been unleashed .
T he "team engi ne was in the a...ccndaucy!

As the ind ustrial progre...... of rhi... period unfolds there
... rands revealed a great engineer, a man who was keenl v
alive to the de mands of the pre"e llt and who welcomed th~
challenge of the future. H is brilliant work in design, con­
structiou and in the application of power was to revolution­
ize steam engine prnrt icc throughout the world. H ere was
:I great master! I hring pHI , ladies and gentlemen, the "tory
lJ f r;eorge llenr r Cor liss.

C eorge Corl i:-... wa... hurn J une 2. I ~ 17. I Ji... fat hcr wa...
Dr. H iram Curli ...". "urgell!l :lnd gl'neral practitioner of
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Easton. Washin gt on Coun ty , New York. When th e boy
was eigh t years old. his paren ts moved to Greenwich, X ew
York, and it was here that he received his clcmentarv
~~[itJn . .

At th e age of fourteen he became a clerk in th e genera l
store, later entering Ca-rleton Academy in Vermont. At
one time he owned and operated his own store and, at
another, W 3.... associated with the firm of \\'illiam :'I.lown '
and Company- a cotton cloth factory. H ere he kept hooks,
acted as sa lesman and , to a limited extent, first encountered
technical devices.

Possessing mcchnnicnl prope nsities he developed a rna­
chine to sew harness leather . I Ic called this a " sewing
engine." It was patented in [R+3 and antedated by three
years th e sewing machinc of E lias H owe. T his is the first
tangible evidence of mecha nical and inventive ability we
lind in his career.

H e came to Provid ence til perfect further his sewing
machine and to seck ventu re capital with which to manu­
facture and market his new invention. l i e was not success­
ful , hut after talking with Edward Ha ncrofr uf th e machine
..hop o f Fairbanks, Bancro ft and Compan y, hc wa s per­
suaded (0 aba ndon temporarily the development of the
-;c.·wing machi~e and to accept empl{J~ rncnt :I' a d raftsman
on steam engines.

The rear was 1g-l- -I- and he was then twenty-se ven years
of age. J.c t u-, l-ear in mind th at up to this ti me he had
served no appre nticeship, had attended 110 technical school ,
had eujoved no practical or extensive exp eri ence in machine
shop practice and , in al I possibility, had never CH'n hea rd of
Xcwcomcn, Watt, Houlton, :\laud slcy or Step henson . M ost
signili cant of a ll , he had had absolurelv 110 experience in
the the llries or practices of steam propul sion. Of all t hese
things ; of all thi s training, he had been deni ed benefit.

T wo years passed hy. T he company cha nged its nam e ttl

Hancrof r, :'\ightingale nnd Company with Cor liss as a
mem ber of t he linn. O ne more rear passed and aga in th e
nam e wa.. change d to Corliss, Nightingale and Com pany

with George Corl iss, age thirt y-one , at the head of th e
business. Br thi s time he had alread y perfected the famous
Corliss mechanism which was to revolutioni ze steam engine
design and construction and was to bring him world renown .

T he first two engin es embodying his device were com ­
pleted in 18-1-Rand were hig hly ..ucce..sful. Ii i" patent was
grant ed in 18-1-9. lie sub-equently devised many impro ve­
ments for his engines, all of which were patented.

I n 1856 the company moved to a new factory at the
corner of Cross and W est River Streets, and there continued
prod uction on 3. grca rly expanded scale . In 1857 the name
of the compa ny became the Corliss Steam En gine Com pa ny.

In the course of his career M r. Corliss either was asso­
ciated with or had in his business such men as W illi am
Sel lers, founde r of the Willium Selle rs Com pany, machi ne
roul builders, of l' hiladelphiu, Alexander L . H oll ey wh o
later broug ht to America the Bessemer process of steel
nuking, Frederi ck (;rinJld l who, once treasurer of t he
Corlis..Steam F ngine Company, later organized a company
which eventual Iy be cam e the Grinnel l Corporation, makers
of auto matic sprin kler sys tcms, and Xarh anae l (;rt"el1c
f Ierreshoff who demon..trared the Corl i..s Centennial En­
gine and who lat er when with th e H er reshoff .\ la nufacru r ­
ing Company built ste am yach ts at Hri-rol, Rh ude I..land"
H er reshoff also des igned many sailing sloups which sue­
cessfull y defend ed the ..Ymerica's Cup in the International
Yacht Races with Sir Thomas Lipton and T. O. :'\1. Sopwith.

Prior to the time of Corliss hut of historic interest , Provi­
dence had boasted of J ahez Gorham the fi rst sil vers mith to
use machinery in the industry ; from this beginning the
Gorham M anufacturing Company developed. As con­
tempora ries of Corli ss, there wert: Robert 1.. T hurston of
T hurston, G reen and Company, make rs of steam engines,
J ohn T hor p, inventor of the ring travel ler, W illiam T.
Nich olson who invented the first lile cutting machi nery
and so brought into existence the N icholson Fi le Company,
J oseph R. Brown who adapted the vernier principle to tools
and invented th e Universal winding and mi lling machines
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and who, wit h J.ucinn Sharpe , was a co-founder of the
present Bro wn an d Sharpe Manufacturing Company.

T hese men and many othe r pioneers of industry made
contributio ns of g reat worth tu the fast g rowing and rap idly
changing city and state. Their vision, resourcefulness, and
courage hel ped ro sha pe the industrial future of a nati on
destined t tl become great. They reflected the ad vanced
th ought an d practice of th e d:ly i ll the field of engineering .
In mecha nical endeavor an d inventive achievement, PrU\; ­
lienee wa... t he [on-mo-t city in the country. L iving in such
a comm unity of ... imilur interests and purp~ George
Curl iss found an ab undance of understanding and ill ­
spiration .

H owever , like J ames W arr and M att hew Houlton, he
wa ... bitterly a...sailed hy some of his contemporaries an d
nccu-ed of plagiari... ric practice.... Also like his predeces sors,
he ...pent much time and money in defense of his patents,
hi... 1e~1 [cc ... r unning to well o ve r on e hundred thousand
dollar.... l lc cl ung tenaciou sly to hi... claims and doggedly
fough t the " pp.l ...itiun. :\ 11 of his claims were sustained hy
the court .... One of hi... lawver-, wa... Will iam II. Seward,
who later lccnne Sccrc ta rv of Stare in the cabinet of
Abraham J.incoln. .

l u... t what were t he"'" c leme n ts that con ... t itured such re­
m;;rkahle il1\"cntiun : What advnn tuge... d id the Corli ss en ­
gill t· po......t·ss over engine... of other make : It is d ifficult to
d escribe the Cor-l i...... invention ... in n.m-techuica l language .
According ly, there art' incl uded one or two paragraph ...
whi ch, th oug h techn ical , are hi...toricallv necessary.

T he Corl i...... pat ent was the fi rst to cover an arrange ment
where the g"\'c rIlur of an engi ne directly actuated a variable
cut -off of the steam valves. T his was a great im provement
on the old principle of employing a throttling govcrnor-e­
a princip le that was thermody namically unsound. The
a utomatic contro l uf th e length of thc cut-u tf as devi sed
by Cllrli ss made his engine th e most efficient power unit
of the day.

T he Corl iss mechanis m controlled the ... rcadinc...... o f
power and the regulari ty uf speed. T he...c princip le... were
cs...entia ] c...pcciallv in cotton mill ... and quite nece-,":!r}
wherever machinery wa... employed ill m.mufacruring prcc­
c-ses. P rior to rhi... rime , a variarion »f power in cotton mi ll...
re ...ulted in loss of e fficiellc ~' d ue to the ...napping of threads.
T o a greater deg ree than prcviou..ly po...... ihle the Corli ....s
invent ion el imina ted th is ...pa...medic variation hy regulat ing
the power and by providing uniform ity of speed. Co mbined
wit h the...e advantage.., great economic.. in coal con umption
were e ffected. .\t time... th e u-e of Cu rli ...... engine resulted
in savings a... high as 50<1- on the co... r of the fuel con ...umed.

At this point t he following in forma tion shou ld be
record ed--c-

D r. Will iam H . Kenerson, former chairman of the E n­
gineeri ng Di vision at Brown L'n iversiry, give.. u- informa -
tio n wh ich has never been publ i hcd , hut wa-, conveyed to
Dr. Ken erson hy Willi am Ccrli ", the brother of Cccrgc.
It re la te... to the man ne r ill wh ich r.eorgc Co-li ...... undertook
hi" great work and i... o f ... ignifi cancc hi... rorically.

Will iam Co-li.... tol d 1)1'. Kener-son that r.ellrge Corlis...
wa ... a g reat friend of ))1" , "\ Ic... i Cu-wcl l who later- he-
came Pre... idcn t of Brown Fui vcr iq- hut who at the time
wa.. P ro fessor of \lathem at ic.. and X aturnl Philo...ophyut
t he l ' uivcrsi tv. Ca..wel l wa ... a rhcor-i ..t hut knew rhe advan­
tag e... to lx' rt:alized hy mainta ining a con..tau t ... tea m pres­
-urc and vary ing the point of cut-ofl. T he idea wa ... not
origi nal wit h Cnswcl l as the princip le wn.. no d ouht know n
to Tame... Watt , nu one, however, had ever tran ... lated t he
principle int o an actual mechan ical device. Dr . Caswell
urged :\ 1r. Corti ..... to undertake the work , This he did, the
r-c ... ult being the invention which b rought Vl r . Corti...s inte r­
na tiona l fame .

T hr.: contribution... of ( ;corge CHrli...s are possih lr he... t
c, ·idl.:IKcd by a recitat iun of a few o f th e hUJl Ol ' S awa rded
him in hi... life timt', 1II IH67 he was ~i vell th e Paris Inte r­
nat iona l E xpo"itiun ,\ ward ; in 1 86 R~ the :\ luntyofl P rize
fr urn thr.: I n... tirutc of F rance; in I R70, the fam oll '> Rumford



Franklin M achinery and Foundry Company hought the
properties which once constituted the Corliss Engine Com­
pany, your speaker, as P reside nt of the new organization,
so ld severa l machines built by Mr. Corliss. One was a
plane r which was ten feet between housings, ten feet below
the rai l and twenty-five feet lung. At (JIlt: time it was th e
largest planer in the countr-y. I affectionately dubbed it the
"War H orse ' for it had served in even: war since the con ­
tlict ben...'een the states and is st ill doing important work in
a West Coast shipyard. ~v1r. Corliss of necessity was forced
to construct such tools as no one else made machines of
these capacities.

As a po int in ill ust ration the story of the ir-on clad
M onitor may be cited. In the biography of Corliss, written
by his niece, and from other sources, we find references to
the services rendered by M r. Corliss in connection with this
famous man-of-war. H istorv tel ls us that the South, in an
endeavor- to break the blockade at H am pto n Roads, had
constructed the Merrimac in 1862. T he North was rushing
ro completion the M on itor as designed hy Captain J o hn
Ericsson. T he M err imac was finished fu-st. Our Nuvv
wished tu speed the work on the ;\ Iol\itol· in order to meet
this threat hut there was no equipment in Xew York large
enough ttl mach inc the large hearing on which the gu n turret
revoked. They wired 1\1r. Cu r!iss . lit" urged them to send
the hearing immediately, which thcv did by special train.
T he rail Iines were cleared straight through to the factory,
a derrick transferred the twenty foot bearing to a special
track which ran through the shops and the work was ma­
chined on a huge lathe. The train stood by unti l the hear­
ing was completed-it then sped back to Xew York. T he
Ylonitor- kept her tryst at H a m pton Roads and histor-y was
made!

Not only did he employ the principle of single purpose
machinery but later in life and at an age when most men
would normally think of retiring, he was busy standardizing
engine sizes, arranging specia l machinery for sequential
operations, and formulating plans [or- mass production and

il RHODE I:'T.AND HIST ORY

M eda l awarded lw the American Acndernv of Arts and
Sciences; in 1873:a D ip loma of H onor fn;m the Vienna
l nre rnation a l E xposit io n. In 18Ui he was made a n officer
in the Order of Leopold l,y the King of the Be lg ians.

At the Paris Exposition of 1867, ]. Scott R ussc ll , Bri tish
E ng inee r and hui lder of the famous steamship "Great
E astern " , referring to the Corliss engine in a report to his
Covcrnmcnr, made this statement: " The American engine
of Corliss everywhere tells of wise forethought, j udicious
proportion, sound execution and exquisite contrivance."

At the award of the R umford Medal in 1870 the P resi­
dent of the A merica n Academy of Arts and Sciences said in
part: "No invention since \ \ ' art's time has so enhanced the
efficiency of the steam engine. " These and hundreds of
other tributes came to Mr. Co rliss.

H is inventive abi lity accounted for a tota l of sixty-eight
patents. T hey covered steam engines, pumping e ng-ines,
rnarhinc too ls, boile rs, and a great variety of techn ical appli­
ancvs. W orkmanshi p was of the highest quality and as
patent protection practically debarred others from using his
invention, he enjoyed a wide market for his products.

I{i s engines were to he found in hundred" of manufact ur ­
ing establishmen ts throughout the world. One thousand
workmen wert' employed in a frantic endeavor to supp ly
the ever increasi ng demands. Competitors willingly paid
substantial royalties for the pri vileges of incorporating the
Corliss principles in their product , and when his patent
rights finally expired. hoth E uropean and American engine
builders used his mechanis ms a lmost exclusivc lv. Co rliss
designs were copied throughou t thr: wor ld and were con ­
sidered the standards of excellence in the realm of ma nu­
fact uri ng.

H is manufacturing methods were far in advance of the
time. H e felt that in order to manufacture cconomicallv
the engine shou ld be made by single purpose machinery.
T o accomp lish this and as early as 188/1 he designed and
buil t specia l machinery in his own shops ada pted to single
operations. Some of these arc still in existence. When the

GFOR(;E II . CORLI:'S,lm·" " f',,. 9
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inrc rcbang eability of parts. T hese practice- were fullowed
many years la ter by the automotive indust ry hut the prn­
d uetion met hods 51) employed by :'\I r. Cor liss attest to hi"
foresigh t and his abi lity as a manu facturer .

For a period of three years he completely stopped steam
engine man ufact ure and was abou t ready to rc-umc OpCr.I ­

tions on this new and improved basis when death prevented
the fu lfill ment of his plans.

Some of his sel ling meth od s were qui te un ique. Cum­
ment has already been mad e on the tremend ous savings
which the Corliss engi ne effected a H T engi nes of competi ­
tive makes. In first introd ucing his eng ine 2\ 1r. Corli""
emphasized the degree of rhc...c -avin gs and used this fen­
tun: as a forcef ul sell ing argu men t. ' me of his pro-peer-,
had d oubts as to the ability of the engine to per furm". In
such cases he offered to accept payment out of the '<r vmgs
rea lized ill fue l econom y over a stated period of time. T he
economv of opera tion was so grea t, howe ver. that when
such terms were accepted , M r. Corliss was hand"llmd r
rewarded .

George Curliss was a man of pronounced persona l char ­
acreris tics and was verv much of an individualist. lie W3~

essenriallv self rel ian t and seemingl y cared littl e for the
companions hip of others. I Ic delegated scam authori ty
and emp loyed his own inven ti ve ability instead of re ~ r i tl g

on that of subordinates . Rather than pu rchase rnuchincrv
for his factory, he served his pu rposes by building his OWII .

using masterl y conceptions of des ig n. H e was his ~WJI

arch itect for the factory buildi ngs, and . the foundry bui ld­
ing still stand" as a monu ment to his substantia l idea .. of
construction.

I n 1882 he bu ilt the so-ca lled "Corliss M ansion" at t he
corn er of P rospect and Angell Streets. H ere aga in he was
his own architect preferring to give th e work his persona l
supervision rat her than entrust it to others.

M r. Corli ss was a man of profound rel igious convic tions
and he had the courage of those convictio ns. H is code of
moral ethics was one of arch puri tanism both in theory and

in practise. T his was st riking ly illust rat ed in the great
contro versia l issue tha t attended the ope ning of the Cen ­
tenn ial Exposition held in P hiladel phia in 1876"

;'\l r, Corl iss had built a huge engine which was til supply
the motive power for the machinery on exhibit. It wa..
proposed to open the Exhibition on Sunday in order that
the working people mig ht have an opportunity of attendi ng,
T he opening was bitte rly fought hr George Corliss and a
faction which contended that Sundav was a day of rest and
that t he sanctity of the day should ·he preserved .

I n the vear 19-1-5 it seems inconceiva ble th at in 1876 3.
con tl"ntiOl; of t his character should crea te such a fu rore and
sho uld grow to ...uch magnitu de and proportion in the minds
of men. T here Were cha rges and countercharges, debates
and rebuttals and the voice... of both factions were raised in
great tumult .

T he Cent ennial Committee was deluged with lette rs,
relcgrnm -, and petitions from gro ups all ove r the country.
Rot h factions held mass meet ings in P hil adel phia and in
other cirie-. Xcw..papers t hroughout the nation published
editorials both for and against th e propo..al. Like a house
divided, even the clergy took ..ide.. Ull rhi.. much mooted
quc-tion, and we find tha t t he An nual Convention of th e
P rore-tant-Epi-copal Church held in P hiladelphia at this
ti mc was largel y devoted to a dcuuncintiou of th e p roposed
opening on th e Sabbath Day.

In all of this M r. Corl i..s took a lead ing part and made
seve ra l appearances on th e public platform conde mning the
entire plan. T he Centennia l Com mittee voted to dose th e
Exhibition, hut this act ion failed to still t he de mands of
the-e who in... istcd on the Sunday open ing. T he feel ing- of
the people were aroused to such a pitch that fi nall y the
President of t he Un ited Stares, U lysses S. Grant, inter­
ced ed and asked the members of the Com mittee to recon­
side r their act ion and to upen the Exhibit ion to the public.
Rescind ing its form er actions, the Commit tee ag reed and
voted favorably on the matter.



This action on the part of the President and the rever-ed
opinion of the Com mittel: was cause for great rejoicing by
the liberal element, hut their rej oicing was short lind.
T hey had forgotten to reckon with :'\Ir. Corli», and his
engine, for it must he remembered that the engine was the
-c le source of powt:r fur the Exhibition. :'\Ir. Corliss, deaf
to the pleadings of the Com mittee and utte rly d isregarding
the request of the President of the L' nited States, calmly
stated, "Gentlemen, my contract was to provide power and
sta n the machinery in motion . It is my right and privilege
to suspend it at pleasure . Open these gate s to desecrate the
Sabbath and I will dismantle my engine and withdraw the
power. You can do as you please with the Exhibition, hut
the engine will not run on Sunday."

As one ed itorial writer of the day expressed it, "That
settled the question as sunset settles the day."

:-':0 review of the works uf George Corl iss would be
comp lete without de tailed re fer ence to this engine which
:'\ Ir . Corliss built especially for the Centennial Exposition.
T he E xposition was sponsored by act of Congress to ce!e­
brute the IOUth annive rsary of American Independence.
.;\1r. Corliss was made: a membe r of the Centennial Com­
mittee by President Cranr and was also a member of the
Executive Committee.

H e offered a -oluricn ttl the prob lem of motive power
fur driving the machinery in M achinery l Ial l by volunteer­
ing to build a single engine of colossal proport ion s e~pt"c­

cial lv de~iglled for the purpm.e. T he -keprics doubted if it
could 1)(: done , it seemed too haza rdo us; the chances of
failure roo great. They declined the offer hut later accepted
it when the v found that no one else would und ert ake the
work. T he: ' engi ne was successfully insta lled and was a
commanding feature of the Exposition. Its task was that
of supplying power for fourteen acres of machinery com­
prising several thousand di Hercnt machines in the bui lding .

W ithout engagi ng ill too many technical details, let it
suffice to state that t he engine towered more than forty feet
into the air and weighed over -even hundred tens. The con-
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nccting rods wen: twenty-four feet long. T he dri ving pin ­
ion, ten feet in diame ter, meshed with a fl ywheel which was
thirty feet in diamete r. Six-foo t bevel gears at spaced inter­
vals drove crossshaf ts, and in this manner power was trans­
mitted to the entire building. T he pinion shaft was 352 feet
long. Sixty -five freig ht cars were required to transport the
engine from Providence tu Philadelphia and some of the
parts transport ed were so heavy th at the rai lway cars had
to be especially rei nforced .

Among those attending the Exposition were President
Grant and his wife, members of his cabinet, Em peror Dom
Ped ro 11 of Brazil and his suite, t he Supreme Court of the
Uni ted States, Senators and Congress men, high Ar my and
;\':l\Y officers, foreign dipl omats and the Covernors of th e
various states. Newspapers of the period tel l us that ap ­
proxi mately one hundred thousand people were in attend­
ance on the first day.

T he grand opening ceremonies of the Exposit ion were
hdd on M ay 10. Richard Wag ner' s Centennia l Inaugural
M arch had been composed especially for the occasion. J ohn
Greenleaf Wh itt ier wrote the words to a hymn which was
.;ll ng and a cantata was perfo rmed hy a grou'p of eigh t hu n­
dred voices accompanied bv an orchestra of one hundred
:lnd fifty musicians led by the great T heodore T homas.
,\ -alutc of unc hundred guns was accompanied by the ring­
ing of hells and chimes from di fferent parts elf the E xposi­
rion grou nds .

President C rant and the Em peror were to open the
I ': x p ()~ i t i l) n officia lly hy operating levers and cranks which
wen: to <tart the Corli ss Engine located direcrly in the
center of M nchiuery H al l. T hey led the long procession
of dignitaries and proceeded to the H all followed by an
impressive military g uard of honor.

H ere rhcv were met bv M r. Corliss who received them .
T he Pres id~ n t and the Emperor took their respective posi­
tioJls for all was in readiness. T here was the silence that
precedes a momentous event . T he Pr esident and the
Emperor slowly turned two cranks and the huge monster

as though sudden ly awakened from sleep. stretched its gia nt
arms of iron , flexed irs muscles of steel and went silently
about its work. U p and down the length and breadth of th e
building mile s of shafting began to revolve and as the
fourteen acres of machinery went into motion the tho usand­
of spectators hurst into cheers. It ran continuously for six
months and at no time d id it falter in irs work.

Hart holdi, the French Sculptor, who was present at the
Exposition, said of it in a report to his Government: " The
lines are so grand and beaut iful, the play of movements so
skill fu lly arranged and the whole machine was so har­
moniouslv constructed tha t it had the beaurv and almost
the grace' of the human form." .

The Sd"'f/t;jit i l mrrican, which was the leading engineer­
ing periodical of the day , refer red to the engine in thi s
manne r: H:\1any wonderfu l and beautiful sights and scenes
at the Exposition will he forgotten hut long as life end ure s
will memory bring hack the great moment when the Corliss
Centennial Engine, like a being endowcred with life and
touched with a magic wand, commenced its work with an
nlmo-r huma n intelligence."

T he recorded attenda nce at the Exposition was approxi­
mately nine million and so great was the fame of this engine
that many thousands of people carne fur the sole purpose of
viewing it. It seemed to represen t all of the perfec ted engi ­
neering knowledge of the years, and was the marvel of the
engineering world . Xct hing of the kind had ever been seen
before. George Cor-liss was acclaimed a geni us! *

T here are few people alive today who knew Vlr-. Corl iss
hut the many records and documents in the E ngineer ing
Depart ment at Brown Universit y, at the M nssachuserts
Institute of T echnology, at the Smithsonian Institute in
Washington and at manr other places, all attest ro the
g reatness of his works and describe the high esteem with
which his contempora ries and associates regarded him as

* As J matter of histo rical int erest the eng ine WJS bra dismantlcd ,
, hippeJ to the Pullm an Company in Chicago, rc-c rec!c,l. ;ll h l was th e
sole source of POWcf for th e Pullman \'for b until th e y c H 1911i.



inventor, business executive, and as a man .
Engineering schola rs and practical engineers. when

que stioned as to the rig htful place of George Corli ss in the
realm of inve ntion, seem unanimous in rendering a de cision
o f greatness and usually associate his na me with that of
J ames " 'att .

It was JlI1ll,;S Watt who d iscovered the great governing
pri nciple- of the steam engine and naturally his work in
stea m takes precedence ove r that of any other man . The
princi ples of steam engine practice as known to Thoma"
Xewcomeu were fragmentary as compared to the inventive
wealth amassed and utilized hy Watt.

C eorg e Corl i:-s supplemented and magn ified t he work
IJf Watr hy introd ucing new and improved design, by effect­
ing greater fuel economics, by harnessing and increasing
the control of power output and by further developing and
util izing the principles of the cxpandibilir y of steam. With
...upcrlarivc manufacturing meth ods he mer and satisfied t he
exacting demands of an ind ustrial system which g rew with
almost cxpl o..ivc rapidity. It seems to me t hat the work of
Corli ss stands in natural sequence to that of Watt j u... t as the
work of \,'att stand ... in natu ral sequence to that of :'\cw­
cornell. T hese three. Thomas Xewcomen , fame... Wutt, and
(;eurge Corl iss, constitu te the great im 'cI;t in; triumvi rat e
of t he eig hteent h and nineteenth centuries in steam engine
design, development, and manufacture.

T his then ends the stury of Ge orge H enry Cor-li ....... and
as all epilogue to the narrative. I quote the words found on
a stone marker at Swan Point Cemctcrv here ill P ro vid ence.
They read :- -

(;EORta: l L CORI.lSS

Jlllle 2, I RI7
Fci)ruan ' 2 I, IRRR

Serving God
ill his life and with his wealth

Serving men
with a kindness that was

both caref ul and generous
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by the gift of God
he increased.magnifi cently

as an inventer
the world 's resources

in the usc of steam machine ry.
It concludes with a passage from Ezekiel, Chapter one,
the 20t h \ ·CN' , "The Spirit of th e living creature was in
the wheel s."

W e read the prophets because their truth is eternal.
Xorhi ng could more aptly summarize the meaning of the
life and work of George Corl iss than thi s swi ft descrip­
rive phrase:

"The Spirit of the living creature was in the "·heel s."

Book Review

E ,\RI.Y REIIOHOTII

Dwr' mr'l u ,f II;Jt .,,;,..Ji SluJ;"$ (,f f ,zmifj(' j ,z"J [" (''111 . . .

By Richard J.cBaron Bowen
\'olllm.. l. I', inl..r~' I', in,..d, k ..hot...,h . l<;l·... '. 164 r.~ r,. S ine ilh..t"l ;on•.
lodr• .

T his bonk may be r<'guded as a fuundJtinn on which \l r. Rowen will.
lIe hope , build 2 monumental town history. li e begins b~' 2 re-study of
the pr oblem of pop ulatiou estimates for C"O!oniJ! Xcw F.ngbn.:l . and in 60

.I"ing he uses ~tati~ticJI mater ials hi therto igno red . .-\. J I>Jckground for
Ihe slory of Rehobo th he giH"$ hrief sketc hes of the e2fI~' hittor}' of
Swansea, Bristol, 3nJ Freetown . T h<·"".are no li/ol" h t. popular , esSJ~'s , but
ncat , cr it ical and documented summarie s. 110,," InallY amon g eve n the
anriquariaru of th,' region lnnw that the best his torv of C2 rlV Swansea is
nineteen pages ...mbcdded in Francis Ibyli es. 1/;11';";, ,11 ,1/;",0;, of Ih,.
C',/'m.,· of ,\'''~I ' P1PI/f)flflJl' T'his is hut one e u mp!e of th e nuggets in
this volum c , the veins of h istorical ore He th e early lists of proprietors,
1.1X-r al·CI"' , .tn.1 inhahi tJl1 t! of th(·!c towns and of Taunton and Providen ce
;1, well. 'Tucked in for good mc.rsurc arc g<,nealogie s of th e Pcrrin and
I{ l·.-1wa.,· families aud .111 accoun t of the Rehohoth epide mic of 1690. In
, hort , this is one of the llIost $Oli d l~· useful books of in lind published for
mall)' years .

c t. IF FO II. O K. ' H r PT O~
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S. I,

The lIou uurabl t' Gt'llna.1 AbCmbl)' at lheir late J une

~~. i... n ha,-ing inco r, ...", teoJ T H Y. RllOD I< · !KLAs n lI ulTQII.I .

, u . Sol.'ll<T\" , I nO"· have lilt" 1,/..",,1...· of informilll:: )·011 ,

t hat )Ull hn e b.·en elected a m"mhcr the reof. The 01, _

j,·ctl u! th c StKictr being " tu l' rt>C lll"ea ml l'""t'""rw "hat.

ever- ,..,Ia tu to the TO I>ogr:ll'h) ', A llti'luili".....1 Satural,

Ci\'i1 :lDd t:Cd ,·"ia"t inl lIi5101}' of Ih i. Slal"," it i. (·o o fi.

demlyhoped )"011 ", ill chrt:rfull)' cu-operale with u• .

A mee ting ur t h" Soeicl)-. fur lhc I'UI"I'0M: of adoptinK"

COllsl ilution . nd byc.l a..-•• and c1Loct il>g offi",:r,. will h,­

holden at Ihe ~I;""ufae tu r~n ' 11" ....1. in Ihis tuw n, Oil l' r i.

oJa)- the 19th in~l . al 3 e'cleck, I'. ~I . whcre your-attend.

"nce i. requested. Shou ld it k inconvenien t to ...ttend

l.... rvcn ..II,. , • wr itt en Il.nsw·er to thi. communicat jon h

oJc~ i relt.

J 11m, Sir. ~-OU" , &r .
, - . -:/"fI'(." " .t. . • /.;/ • ..:.-

(),'iXilf .,1 il/ :\]( )~I ':~ I\ I{O\\-"" 1'..\rFI{~

ilf Ilu Sod!' !.\", !.ill/d' )'.

The Providence Plantations Canal
By \ VlI. LI A:\t GREENE R O EI.K EIt

T he scheme for connecting the navigable waters of
Narragansett Bay with the Connecticut River was hatched
in the fertile brain of J ohn Brown whose "large ideas" had
done so much to pro mote the prosperity and well-being of
his nat ive T own of P rovidence. It was due largel y to his
efforts and those of his group that P rovidence won the
contest with Ne wport for the location of Rhode- Isla nd
College and the same leadership was instrum ental in estab­
lishing the P rovidence Bank. Single-ha nded he built the
Washington Bridge and initiated commerce bet ween Narra­
ga nsett Ray, the East Indies and China. His local philan­
thropies were too extensive to en umerate.

All of his life J ohn Brown had been familiar with ships
and shipbuilding ; his fortun e had been made upon the
water. Just as he had sent his ships to trade in the port s of
the seven seas, he now visua lized a fleet of canal boats car ry­
ing goods inland from the port of Providence "throug h tht·
valle y or bosom of the Blackstone river" and returning
laden with the produce of the interior. \Vith characteristic
vigor he engaged an engineer to surve y the route and found
the plan not only practicable but easy of execution. H e
became so sanguine of its success that he stood ready to
subscribe $+O,(J OO to the stock and other careful men who
had exam ined the project were pre pared to join him in the
ventu re. T o make it effective the following petition c-.

phrased in the characteristic style of J ohn Brown - wa­
presented to the Legislatur e :
T o THE H ONOR,o, ll l .F. GENERH . ,\ssnUlI.\' 01 ' THE STATE 'w R u oUI
lst.s vn .);l · TO IIF 1l0l. IWS AT I'ROVIl>ESCE 0...- THE F I R ~T ~lns[).H· 'w
FEnRUAR\' ..\.D. 1796.- 1

T he Memorial of the Subscribers respectfully shcwcth
That under thc Influence of a free & equal Government the 'rra.le.);

Commerce of this State ha l'ing b..:en "cry greatly extended. your \Iemo­
rialists arc desirous to secure & prrpl.'tuate to the State as much as in them
lit' s those sour ces uf na tional W ealth & I' ru' l' <: r i t ~ · .- T hat Agriculture &
M anufact ures having ~ t' p t pace with Commerce, th e ProJ lK t iun, of the
Soil & other Articles of Export at ion have been abundantly allgmented.-

'Rhode hhnd St.l. ..>."hi'· e' , Ch>rtero 1790·1~nn , Vol. 1, p. iii.,.,
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Welcome .-\rnolJ
John I Cb rt.

I s.a~ ' Pitman
W h....kr \h n ill I ; 1
.krern i~h f . J cn ~ i ns

En". II itchcock
lereh O ln(,\,
~i rne"n Th'~ \ ' e r
Ri.'hHJ \ro'oIJ
T h"nu l 1'. h e.
\ 0 .\ rnold
Thom ~•.\ mol.1
Ki,,"huJ IJCl.,o !l
\n.ir,,\\" h ex!e,
I.,h",. Huwen
\In••·• Lipp itl
\ \ 'm ~ Hmwn
St"r h~'n ]l elfer
:'.;Im l \kClellan I: I
Rieh'l J acb " n .I'
\ \,m lones
I.<: \\' i~ Peck
Edward T hurber
(";ro Renson
Cyrrian Sun)'
C~kb lhrr is

)os. :'\ ig h t i n.':~ le

:\ i.-h" I... Brown .I t
T ho' L1~'J 11 21\C~'

C"mfnn \\-he~t"n

:,am Young
-,"11m... Pitcher I; I
:'\.l lhl Smith
ron~than F uller
'Philir Robinson
rohn Ston e
'In" " "ldig I: I
Roh' TJ~ I(J r J un r

Jona T r<: adwelk
\"illiam .\ lIen
\mo, Horton
Rufus \\'at<:rlllan
:'\ .llhan AnKell
:,\"th.1n .\n gell J un t

.....nn l Thu rber lunr

Obad h Brown Son of \.1me!
\"m W iHin"Oll
.\ bner Daggett
R<:nj.1 Smith
John H owland
James Burr ill
'reremiah B. H owell
i lenry Smith

....\hrket for rhc ir Prod uce which the leng th & Rou~hn"ss of the Roads
have hi therto denied lh<:m.- T he FMc ntial art jcl.. o f '-u d 1135 become
in the ~e"'poTl Towne of this :-it"'l~' ,""r~' ,.:arc<: 3: .lcar , this C anal will open
a new SOUfe<, uf .uppl~·.- T h., I.lm" llIallubclurc,l in ~mil hticlJ win of
course be alforJ"J in the \h rkd at a peic... much l"wer tha n the present
in proportjon tu the ~rC"lCr I'knly of \'""oJ & t he reduced Rate o f Tuns­
rUrhli,,": this in,li'p<:ns.,f>lc.· C"mllm..lil~ will thus he obtained by Con ­
<umers in ;oil rarr< of lh., ';'U le on ca<;eT term- than al rrek""l wh ile th c
Propric to rs of the R".:h 3: Kiln, wi ll li nd th.·iT I' rolll. inuuocd.-

Y" UT :'\lenluTla1;,1> th"rcfnre ru~ Inn th i. H onorable Legishture
would ukc this Subject unJ~'r the ir wi"l:Cnn. i Jer~t inn 5: P~lI;l; an Act for
the: purpose: ~f"rr.:~iJ ~"n'e~b1~- to the form of , Hill herewith Presented,
5: as in July bound will ever puy &(.-

W Larned John Hrown
w m H olroyd '~ th ,n \\'~term,n

~~muel Butler \ l,lIoe' Brown
Joseph Peck Olney W intor
Darius Sessions
Z~rhh \ lIen
\ , T hroop
!k njm ~ld1c

That with all these .-\dl'anuges the Coun try remote from the: Se:a has had
to struggle with much Inconvenie nce in the he,,,,')' Expenses of tun..
por taticn of th eir produce to ~hrket.- 'That .I very Consideu ble part
of the Surplus produce: of the Western Counties of the State of ~I.swchu­

!lem h;u been shipped from the porls of this State : AnJ Ihis T ude would
he: much more u renJed if the Inconvenie nces before ILlleJ were removed
by cutting nJ.Vig~h1e C~n~ls &: in other wa~' s bciliu ting t he mean s of
Transporlarion. -

T hat Influenced by these Consid erations &: b~' the profitable Exper ience
of Europe & our Silter SUttt YOUI ~Iemol i alisu with other s 10 be here­
after~i~lc:d with them con template open ing ~ n~I'igahle: Can.sJ from
the: n~"igable \\'''en near the: Town of Providence Ihro' the Counr~' of
w ceceeer to scene part of Ccnnecrkut River.-

Your :\lemor i~l i lu conceive it unnec essarv to ente r into .I minute de tail
of the ,dv~nugcs of Inb nd C~n.sJ :'\n' ig~t io'n but would beg leave to SUle
a few of ill prominent oS:: lu J ing Conveniences with some obscr-ntions on
the C~nal ptl:lpO'Cd.-

Bv me~nl of wn~ls from the Interior Country 10 .I :\hrkc:r T ow n the:
Ci rcic: of Counlry J eris'ing ~J\'~nt~ges from tim ~hrkc:r is much en­
u rged.- A grc:~t num ber of valuable ar ticles such ;u Timber, Wood,
Stone, Or e, Coal &c. at ~ gruter Ji suncc: than [went)' ~Iiles from any
"Iu~ct cannot bear the Expence of Land C~rri~ge with profit to the
Proprietor & ccnsequendy mUIr ti the r lie: useless, or be: sold in the neigh­
bourhood ~I n'ry low price.. b)" cUlt ing ~ wn;d for the: 'Transportatio n of
th ese .-\"ides they suddenly assume ~ value & the sante Effect is produced
n if the ~hrkcl in w hich rhey are sold hJJ been e rec ted in their
\·icinit)·.-

T he Expense: of 'Transportation on a C~n;d is much less than the Ex­
pe:n"C' of T'ranspo rt ation b)' Land, ~n immense s.aving th erdore will be
made on ~II Goods tunsporled on C~n~k- \"herel'er C~n~11 u e ope ned
through ~ Countr),' Ihe Value of J.~nd , in tht \' i cini t~, &: in propo rtion
10 lheir ne~rnCII 10 thcm [canals ) must necess.arily be ~ugmtnted .­

\.h nuf..clures ..... ill be prumotcd &: increased b)" the fJcility of supplying &
tUlUportinK them.- T ht T ow", on the Can~1 ..... ill enjo)" m~ny of th e
adr~nt2g c:s of Se~porrs & from the Re:duced price of prori sion" ..... ill. in
lhe Esl~blilhm"nl of manuf2ctories obt~ in a decided :';uper iority .- In
Proof of thi s I'osit ion it need only he mentioned that Birmingham,
Sheffield, J\-hnchcsler & IIlDSt of the gre21~hnu fJ.ctu r i ng T owns in Gr eat
BriLlin ne renlOte from Se~-nJ.vig2Iion, but enjoy to a gre~t EXlent th e
:\dYantJges of C~naJs.- Employment will then be given to grur numbe"
diffu 'ed.-

T he Country thro' which the proposed Can~1 is to be made seeml
peculi~rly to denund th~t Impror emenl.- (n aid of the Waters of
Connect icut Rh'er, tho~ of 1'2wtud ('1 Ril'cr which r i~ ncar \Vorce,ter
willsuppl.r ~ nen'r bilinK StH·~m.- T he Lands neu the C~n~1 wiU be:
highly fertiliz ed & improred & the Rich Interior Country will then find
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John Pain
T hollus Ald rich

Thomas Smith
Rielln ..! I h rri..

••••

Svlr eerer Mcwrv
Wili2l J Wilk olt '
Jam", Appleby J unr

\ .1Ihan Huchan I; J
.Io<cph Arnold

Jesse lI arr i.
) "h n .lend .. Jun'
J 2hel Whipr lc
."ll·phen IlJrr is
T ho· O wen ./u·
\ rthur Cuoke

.Ybrah am Hellknap
Xehemiah Knighl
)cS&C FOSler
;/,c:hft' l lopkins
Elij ah Armstrong

Peleg .-\rooM
\ <3 Kimball jr
Benoni Pain
Caleb Aldrich
"tcrh"n '\' imor
\: Jthaniel RowJi,h

1' ht' L'n i /t'J SI<1((J Chrrm ide, FebruJrY 2 ; , 1796,

1'/". PrOf,j,Jo ue C.JIJ'" il progrc" ing upidl," in ~peeu lJ lion. T hc Ilures
~ re I lIO Jolbrs each , and 2lmost all soIJ-.\ \ \"ore"slcr panguph ist asserlS
lhal " the ~J"ing in t r2mpor l21ion will be incalculable ; and should t he
cil izens of Rhodc Isb nJ uICnd it In thc linc of Ihis statc , which will bring
it 10 thc tow n of UxbridJl:" c, it is prcsurncd thJ t cxerti ons will nOI bc want­
ing 1<) cont inue illO \Vorn 'stcT. "

T holl1 ,l s'S ,lIi1J fil,hllirlls Sn" ur l l't.rl"("f-, Ia ( ; ,fu fl r , \ \ 'o" '''Hcr, FcbruJTY
I i . 1796 , ulI,ler fhc he~d ing

CA X .H, fr om PROI'J/)EX Cf: 1'-' W OR CEST ER
C.uri"J , uh"l-Intiall.\· th" sallll' sIO)r~' wilh the fnllo\\i n/o: ~JJili"n . " :'hou l.l
the eiti1:cns of RhoJ cislanJ op" n this eumnwree 10 lhc line of this State ,

ww \h r(h~n l CU. pro tern

House: of Reprcscnu l ive:1 Fe" ' :; I - Q(,

cored Ih21 Ihis I'<,t it ion he rc:e:d JnJ th21 in
eompli.!nn· with the request the rc in cnnuin
-ed this H oc sc do receede fronl their vet... for re -
-f...rrinJl:" the <.IiJ Pet ition fur J C.ln2J to t he nc vt
~~ion of Ihil\s,;,;lllhl~­

" o!cd !c

T he Prorido u ,. G.r..eUe , S2tu r JJ~' , Febr uary 6, 1~ 96 ; (' " i l,.d Sidle.

Chr""id,., T hur>J.!\ , Fe bruar v I I , 1 ; '11>; C"It",,;,; 1'/ C0/1;",./, Be"lon.
:'JlurJ.!)". Feh ru.l~' ':!O, 1;910. '

An ' \CI hn pa ssed the Gcner.ll , \SS\:mhl~' of Ihis Sl;lfe, nov..' litting he re,
tn incorporate J O II\: BROW \: , ES<j; .!nJ others, h~ Ihc na me of Thr
"rotr;,.,,,,..of tlu Pru,jdt"U' Pl.m IJl i' ,'I/ CJ ' /.Ji. for the Purpose of currlng
~ nJ\·ij.:Jblc Ca nal from Ihis T own 10 the Line of th is State, towards the
T own of worcester , in \1J 5<.1( h l...... I" . ,\ Suhsc:ription is 10 be o pe ned
immediarely to cury it into EffccI.-The Expence will be great, "<It
the Sa,'in g in T U IlSporl2tion must exeecd 211 C2cuhlion. T he ~har<:l .HC

to hc 100 Dolhrs each,

,\rno,,", !'., in

Wh en the Genera l Asscmblv voted ttl re fer the nh ove to
the next ~~~i(Jn .:l g roup presented the fol lowing petit ion :

T o the bonblc the house <If Rcpresentatives of the
"t~tl' o( RhoJ e hhnJ no'" ~illin!!" in Providence"

T he \ lcmnri21& Pel ilion of till' Subscribers

Re<]X't:l fully !'.hcWd h,

T hn Your " cli l ioncrs h2"C fu.'<juentlr henJ the Subj ect of .\ CAn21
from the western P2rt of the Sta te of \ IJss.lIchusoetts to the :-':2' ig2hle " '2Ien
of this ~12te spoken of 2<.\ thin!!" practicable if 2 sufficient sum of \ Ione~'

(OIlI,1 be devoted thereto, that lhe~' have considered the p roposition here­
loiure 2S ,\ thinJl: urne<llr (0 he wished for, bur not to be expected in their
1>2\ . Ihn Ihe" have nevertheless within 2 few D2"S h2d the S2lidu:lion
(0 i.u rn IhJI; " etit ion h2s been promo ted i :'Uhsc; alCJ b~' a ConsiJ eu ble
number of ]X"r.'", princip2n~· in the T own of Providence prJ~'inJl: for an
.h·t of Incorpou t ion for Ihcm!oeh es i ~......iAles (or the purpose of CJrr~'ing

th2t l..1u.b hle E ntcrp risc into F.ffecl ; Ib21 vour J' t:tit ioners on huring
therrtlf hJJ nol the Le ast apprehension of 2nr O bstruct ion or Deb~' from
the I..cJl: is1Jture o( this ~Ute; BUI from th2t of the Stare of \I u s,achusens.
some difficult i...s were .\rrrehcnJed h~' your Petit ioners.

I! il therefore with "",mc Rq : rcf lh~l we Icarn, th21 2 " I\tC hJS r~sscJ

the honhk hou..: of RlTn",", n l ~ l h <'< f"l!>lroning the Con,iJc rJl i" n or To21d
I'el il i" n tn.1 future J~r. \ Wc .!p!'reh"nJ "Nil" f.!'''r~Me c-iro:un. ranee
nu" \t1<'nd the I....j.:i.bfurc- or the <;IiJ :'tJtc of \I.!<'-lc- h"..c((>, .& r~r­

lic-ubrl.,' thc I n h J"i t ~ n f ' "f Ih21 r~rl uf s.;ti.J State whose- Cooperali"n i.
m-...1 F""nti~lh' \"..·,·c.....rrv t" Iurthcr ,ai,1 Enln pri..." which m2" 11'" he
rCNlI\Jh1r ",~!ed lu F ~ ;, t '" fu ll~ JI ,I futu re pe rjod. .

\ Iurcmer w<· l"tN,m «' Jl:l'nl'r,112 C on cu rre nce of person, or ;!'bilit," in
~n Enlcr r ri." .u I'TfOmut i,'c "f t!... ruhli.'l j.:'K...l. an..! wherein ~lln'l Illa<
mU,1 "" <;01111' hJ/.IT,1 of d,e t ~ ..., "f r riv, uc pmf"' rt.'·, a eon.iul1dure h~' ""
1l1~,11l' to he IWj.:ll·ele.l, & "hieh 111,'." not Ix" .lgain T en,lc ,..J 10 Ihc I"'JI: ;' ­
1.UltH for 1I13n,' ~ <'Jr I" ... m,,'.

\\'c lhcrefot mo't Rcspn ·tf ull.,· "nlrl'JI the honhl" Itou"", of R~p re"C n t ;l ­

Ii,,", if II m.lI· hl' .I"ne C"'h i'l ent wilh thcir Rule, .& () rJ e r~ , 10 Recon­
,i.l..., lhci r ~ " i ;1 f{ e,,,lut inn for !,,,,tpuning lh .... COll<idl'f al inn of <<1 Pel ilion ;
.&. if lhl'y ju.lgc it pmllluI;"C nr Ihe !-,u Hi,l gno,1 (of which we <'annut
E ll1e rlJ in th.' k1, t D'mh!. ) 10r ermill h,' Pel il ioners I" l 'n it" lhe ['ll a i" r
,,{ Ollr ( " lin n ., with Ih..' .".·.'port T own, I" the L' t il ity .\ 1.""1l11.' · P I "f.\
\' .lI' i g ~ !>1e e m;,!. &. ," in J) llly houn,1 will Enr pr,ly.- -

:"imon :'mith
I h nl \ lown " ,"<' Il, I runl

[);,n id O\\'cn ' lsr,lel Bowen
W ill iJrn SteCH' J un r

,\sa K imb~n

1J.1\id Hu lldl
.Iohn " ' ;/0:11 1111 ;" \
Pelq: Wightman
Phil ip \lowly



which will hring I h ~ n In the town of l ' ~h r i ,l ge , it is presumed eXt:rlion
will nor be w~n l i n~ In continue it from Int'nce 10 Ini. I"wn:'
,1/ .m ad ,UfttlJ Sn " Worcest" r, \ \ ·ed ne" b y. :'\hrcn JIl, 1;96.

O n Th u rsJ~y b 51 I\hrch !-4-l nJ , ~ respectable committee from the
I ncorpo r~ I "J Comp~n,\' in Rhodeisland, for rnakin!,: a C~n~1 (rom Provi­
deuce to rhis CUUII!\' , ar rive d in thi, l"wII. to confer with anorher ce rn­
mince appoin ted f,,or the pur fl'Ol'C , on this greatly in!<:n:.ting subject . The
practi cAlit), or the plan is not ,luuht .·d; and the husiness appears fair 10 be
entered uptJl\ with spirit. \vc hear thJ I the probable cost is computed at
.JOO,OOO Dollars, wh ich is to he .Ii, i,I... ,1 inru shares of 100 Dollars each :
JnJ that a subecripticu will be op... ned in Providence, and in rhis town .
on the twen l ~' lirlt JJ~' of next mon th. when any genl!em.:Jl IllJYsubscribe
for what numbe r o f shares the~' please, either by themselves or pro~' ,

lin - per cen t on a shu", to k p.liJ on l uhscribi ng, five p.:r cem more in
,i x months, ~n ,1 nve pe r cent e.'cr~' th ree months th ereaf te r , until the
whol e , ubscript ion is paiJ. wh ich will u l", a period of five ,,·un. The
subscription is to be da;eJ on the thi rJ Ja~' aher it i. opc=n",J , JI hal f p.iS1
5i", o'clock in Ihe afte rnoon.

IAdH'rt i~'lIwn tl

.1lJJJJ.:nuu-ttl S f.\'• .-\ pril 6 . 1.1, and 20. 1:96 ; Coit. onM.m Ctnft-ul,

.-\pril 9, 1; 96 .
C:I.V.H. TO l'RO I'/I)};XCE

The atten t ion "f the publick al Iarg,·, of the inha bitan ts of rhe county of
\ \ 'orceskr in parricular, anJ of the "IHl'rl'risi ng public], spir ite J ind ivid­
uals in .111 siru.nions are .o licil<'J ~ mel lhey .Ire hereo.,· infunucd, rhat
measures arc IIOW tJking (ur 0l'~' nin !j a N.\\' I(;.·\HI. E C;\:";.-\1. from the
town of I'rol i,l"n,'e into the heart of the ....uruv of \Vurn 'ster : th.l t t his
work , ~hhough one of the g reatl,> t ever unJe'rtaken in .\lneri,'". will,
fro m irs extensive utilil." iu puhlicl illlportan.:<·, Ih", aJunl~gC5 it prom­
i><.'s to the interested , and from l h~ numbe- r, anJ th", character ~nJ properly
..r inJi\·iJua). engJlteJ. unJtJl.l"tedl.1 k elfec ld; anJ on such principl...
.I, will mn: 1 Ihe om"enie nce of large suh..:rib.:no. aJmit of persons of
~mJ Il propc:r1~ t>c:ing con,-erneJ, anJ t>c: safe ..nJ e.l,.\' for ~II.

G entl emen of lhe fim r~lahil it~, for properl~' anJ chu~cler in the
. ta.te of Rhod eil.1anJ . ha.-e procur ed an incorporali on from their G o' ern­
menl , for Ihe purpose: o f euenJi ng the c.lnal from the na\·ig.lble W~len

ne.lr I'ro,'id ",nce, 10 Ihe line of this Comm onwealth. in . uch ~ d ireclion
as will accommuJat"'. ~nd for Ih", purl'0liC,: of it> being carr ied into anJ
through Ih", county of \ \-'orn:.tCT 10 sum.' part of Conn eeti cut Ri....· r.
T hc\' ha\' e held a conf l'rcnce wit h releT. 1 g",ntlcrnen convened from
I'ari;us paris of lhi s cou. n tt .\' Oil the subj cCI ; haH' aRreed on ~ geneT.lI
s~'s ! em for prepuinK an,l ad\'.lllcing Ihe bllsincss, and .Ire t.lking parti cula r
steps for iu u ",eulion.

T here ~ re to be .J,OOO sh~res ~t 100 dullan ",aeh amoun ting to -4-00.000
Jollan , a lum by estimation sufficient to complete Ihe work 31 fu J.5

Worce, tn . "'or the raising of this sum, a lubscri ption is to be opc n",J , in

WALPOLE ~OCIETY

the town of Providence, and in the town of \\'ol'Cel; ter. on the 2ht dar
of .-\pri1 nut , at the same time. and continue until half aft",r six o'clock
in the afternoon of the 2] rd of the same month, ~ term of three d.lYS;
when (he subecriprion is to be closed at both places ~ l the same time; and
no pr-rson he pe rmitted afte rw.m:1s 10 subscribe. And in US(' mo re shHes
arc subscribe d for dll ri l1R said term than rhere arc share •• each perilm is
tu he subject to a proport ionate rcductiou of his number, ,"' far ~s may he,
without m.1 king f ractional rarts, excepti ng that thos e who do mrt subscribe
(or more than two shares shall holJ the ir whole number. Five ,!ol]au is
10 he paid at the tim e of subscr ibing, five more in six months, and from
the nce five doll~n qu arte rly, on each share, until the whol e is paid . whi ch
admits of five )'can (or the compl..iion of the payments,

SltBSCRIPT IO:,\,S will he received in Worcester on the proposed days,
by a commit tee ehOien for that purpose. They will severally an end at the
follow ing places, and gi\'e their respective receip ts for the monic. received,
and will deposit the lame in the l'n ion Bank. until needed for the abov..•
mentioned uses. W ILI.I.-\\I P.-\I:'\'E ...·i11 receive subKripti01l5 at DR .
U:,\,COL:,\, 'S store. J OS EP H ALLF.:'\' at his office. IS.-\I.-\H TJlO\1.-\S,
1'1-10\1.-\5 P:\Y~OX, D,\:'\IF.L W.-\1.00, jun. and ~.n1UEL

C H _-\:-;DLF.R at thei r respective stores.
It is most ar dently 10 be wished . tha t while compa nies and ind il'iduals

arc brjJgirl/:, /')(It;'t/:, ~nd (<1"JJ;'l!:. in various par ts of t he: country, m uch
tu publid JnJ pri,'ate a,hantage, the I'ropt>scd unde rta king, 50 impo rta nt
to t he tr ade, mnnu facrurcs and ~gri,-ulture of our country, may ha ve th e
spirircd pat ronage of the liberal JnJ puh lidl,\' disposed of all descript ions.
worcester. March 10, 1796.

{ To hi' (''''I i fll lt''' )

Walpole Society Visits Providence
O n Friday. Oct. 26. I9-\.5 the \\' :llpole Sucicty,:t group of

di... ting uished collecror", heb-'<I 1l :I th rec-day \-isir ttl PnJ\·i­
dCIlCt; with :lll c\'C lling meet ing at the J ohn C:lrtl'r Hro\\'n
Library. In recogniti on of their presence the Lih rary had
on exhibition a g roup ofse\-entcenth and cightccnth.-eentury
historical prints. portraits, and maps, engra\'cd and printed
ill Amcri ca. Lawrence C Olll1 ...e1man "'roth, Librarian.
Iludl' a brief ... raremenr regarding: the cOlltl'nt~ of tht' cxhibi ­
tioll which was folluwcd by a gl:Tlel'al discu~~ion.

Saturday Illorning the '\'alpulcan~ met at the ;\ Iuscum
uf the Rhode bland School of Dc... ign where thcre Wl:rc on
\'iew se\ 'eral exhihitions of n.ric:d interest. parti cularlr one
of ;\ mer ican ... ih-er sclectcd and arranged for the occasion.
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.\ t noon the members went to the Carrington H ouse,
built in 1!l' 3, whence they proceeded to Agawam H unt
fur luncheon. T he guests at lunch were M r. H en ry I Icxter
Sharpe and .\ Ir. Wil liam (; reelle Roelkcr , Director of the
Rh od e Island Historical Society, who acted as pi lot fur
the afternoon's itinerary.

It began with a trip to J ohnston, Rhude bland, to exam ­
ine the Clemence H ouse, erected about 16!lO and re stored
by a former member, Norman ~ l oITison Isham, under the
sponsorship of M r. Sharpe, From there the group went to
the Ge nera l J ames M itchell Varn um I l ouse and M useum
at East Greenwich. T he Varnum H ouse was built in 1773,
T hence the mem be rs proceeded to the Govern or Will iam
Crvcne Fa rm in Warwick, originally erected about 1680
by Samuel Gorton, J r., where they were the guest" at tea
of .\ Ir. and ~J T'$ . Roelker.

John Hrown J louse , built hy J ohn Brown ill I i86-8 R,
now thc home of the Rhode Island Hi stor ical Society, was
the objective un ~unday murning.

Seventeen out of the twcntv in arrcndance nr the Thirtv­
fifth Annua l ~keting uf thc' Walpole Society visited the
Historical Society and were greeted by M r. Charles R
:\ la rkinncv and 1\t I". RueIker. T he" were : W ill iam Sumner
:\ pplcton: Edwin J, Hi pkiss, ami Chauncey C. :'\ash of
Ho-ton , Clarence S, Brigham of Worcester, Wi lliam 1\.
J ack.,.o n Hf Cambridgc, .\lacGill .lame.;; of \\'a.,.hington,
J . Fn:dcric Ke lly and T heod ore ~izer of :'\c\\' IL1\·cn.
Rus'ell H . Kettell of Concortf, .\Ia....."lchu"l:(ts. J. Gilman
l)',\rcy Paul and Dr. J . H all Plea...ants of Baltimore .
Carleton R. Richmond of .\t ilton, Th{)m:t~ \Y. Streeter of
.\ Iorristowll. \Yilliam :\ l itchdl \ 'an \Yinkle of Rye,:'\ . Y.,
Gcorge Parker \ \"inship of Charles Ri"cr, .\la s~ . , \\~illiarn

J);1\·is .\ Iiller of W akefi el d, R. I., and Lawrencc C. \\'roth
of I' ru\'idcnce. :\ Iorgan B. Brainard alld \\'"ill iam :\.
!Jut llam of Il art f()rd and I .uke \ ' i,l(cnr I .(}("kwo(xl l,l f Xew
York wen: unable ttl rem ain in Pruvidence for the Sunday
prugram.

T H E I JA£' FA ~T OF HE~ E F IT STREET nowx TIIROl'(, 1l

T il l': YEARS.

IIv M argaret Bing ham Stillwel l
(I' r,, ~id~ n<~ , k hod~ h l.nd . T hr .~ k..,.m.n· SI ."J..d l· r.... , lQ4\)
1-01 I rr. ill,,,., H .flil .

'I i~ Stillwell, in t his her K'<'On.1 lin1 book ..rout Benefit :-In·ct. ha s
amplif ...d th... pjc tur...she dr ew Ilf th ... st r t os i l wn when she w.o•• sm all
,tir!. (If'hile R~,uftt Stru t 1l '.tJ Y(n",,t, publish...J in I q ... 3) . I n this new
,,,Iullu,'" ,h e till. in h"r ,irlh...".1 Cl(!'<'r;cnc..s ..n.1 n'cullectiunl with 1.11
sorts o f b.d::groun.l history' Ih.( sppli...d to t h... St reet; ;In.1 th ... persons
who lived on it or ne:ar it. Thc summa~· which . h.· .l!:i \·e" in her dooin!!:
I'J raKuph w..11 .I'·...-ribes th.. hoo k:

"Thi~ i. J nu-re sn atch Upol1 dll' surfac.., a gl ill1l" " of 11,.. Ulany .,1<1
v.rricd inte rests of th ., p"opl(' w1l" have l-elongcdto t he str..d ancl loved it ,
th e' peopl e who h~I'e had J parI in its ligh t an,1 , tu,low. its music . n,l art,
an.! in th e guciou, an,1 colo rf ul life th.n ever ha' marko',! th e p"l(elnt of
Hc nefit :-treet, down through the' y.....rs."

In a wa\ this i•• hook with ;!. nuu,lin g PUTf""l"C ~ "fTie nJs ;!.nJ acqu ..in­
r.mce-s" ,i i~ Sti11\'ell writes in h..r for ...wor d of .\dnowleJli(ment, "inin
with m.. in hopinll' tha t thc '-.rious ......-tions of th.· street, wh ich in n.(.l·n(
'("215 have becum(" down-ar-rhc-h...-1 , mJ.~· pr.....ntl.,· be reclaimed. It is
i,M, tine a .Ul...l. 1"0 richl~ wrapl'(.',1 in historv. ro he alloweJ to h ll in to
disrepute."

\I iss Stillw cll !' m H" her r.l"· fur her h<,lul ..,! Hcucfit SUn ·t. Thc
nlu,l,!;. Back Str eet of rh.. I'lrl)" to\\'n. after n huu.lr ..d ycan or 110, became
til\" .. x:i'1I'l!"n'rnmc·nLl1 'Hill illt,·lIl'l'(u'll ccntcr of I' rm i'!enn·. III t " lli n~

the s(o rJ' "f (he "pageant throug h th e r ..ars" the .rurhor h\"l"l. histoej ­
"n J anecdote an d J .l!:'en <1 .. n..' talg i.. in to " pic t ure uf g reJ t int"'c.!.

I l incen :lr hope th;!.t \I i... Still\\'e ll will gi"e to t he' H i. torinl ~lCi"'I~'

• ,locumente,1 cUPJ' of lhe' loooL T h",e 21... $I) m..nJ· ..Ilusionl to ",\'ents
anJ people, ....me' within the .outhur's m..mor~·, "-'111'" running Nd tn the'
Rn " Iutiun ;lnJ before, .n'! in bet \\'ccn bi ts of intl'rcsling h i 'l u~' IhJ.I
holn,'" b...-cn or "houl.1 be: mor... fully "'lp10reJ.-lhc ""urccs anJ "'OI<'S w"ulJ
be mo,;t useful to thO><,' \\'ho l;n.1 local h i sto r~' hscinati ng.

T hr PJgo", i. an atUKti,'c ",umpl.· of hook-maling. I' ri nteJ by
Ue rlllan-:-t Jlhb rd of I'rm-i,lcnn: on rag pap eT, .hin t il.\· h lU nd. in aO
ed ition of 1000 ,'opie" it ha, "'l1<I- I" lp('r m'll" ,111,1 t6 \"iKlll'l!I" 1,.\' til e
"uthor . T hese little ,Irawin!,:s hy \Ii ,.. Stilhnll He well cho>..n. fai thf ul
to the .uhiect, ,Iillinni,'" in treat ment and . h oget hl"f charming allJ SJt i,­
fJ.((orJ·. T hey hel p m. l .. th .. hoM,k • J eligh tful une tn <>W<l.

G F.O IlGF I.. l.l1 ' t :1l



Genealogical Con tribution s

By G. A N DR EWS M OR IART Y, A.l\'l., LL.B., F .S.:\ .

TH E R-\RO:-':S O F Kl:-': GSM. E

( \ \· II . L1A :\IS )

:'\l ichacl William Robert de Courcv , J a th Baro n
Kingsale and Pre mier Haren of Irc land: descen ds from
Patrick de Conrey who occurs, 0 11 17 July 1221, as one of
th e :'\Iagnates of Irclund. Patrick marr ied a granddaughter
of Miles de Cogan, one of the N orman Con quistadors, wh o
went to I reland with Strong-bow . Patrick was perhaps a
bastard SOil of the famo us J oh n d e Courcy, the Norman
conqueror of Ulster, who was d evoted to the cult of St.
Pat rick and whose expl oits were recorded in the ea rly
Xorman-French poem, "The C e-re of J ohn de Courcv."

T he name, of course , is derived from Conrey, situated
lin the river Dives ill the Hcssin in X or mau d y. The Lord
de Courcy claims, and th e claim has been recognized hy the
Crown, the ver j- apocr yphal right ro keep his hat 0 11 in thc
presence of the sove reign.

On 1 December 1759 , Gerald , 24-t h Lord de Co nrey ,
died wit hout male j-,...ue and was -ucceeded lw hi", di stant
cousin J ohn de Conrey who, haying proved hi" d e-cent from
David , a younger son of J ohn th e 18th lurd [ died 25 j uly
1(28 ) and M arv O'Crowlev, h i~ second wife , wa-, declared
heir male of th~ hon-e and 'was iu-tnllcd as the 25th huron
on I Februnrv 1762 .

This j ohn.who went to E ngland frum J amaica in 174-8,
had been " bred a carpenter at j amaica," hut he was a SC:l­

fari ng rnan va- was his father be fore him. l ie was hurn in
Newport, R I., about 171 7. where his fath er, a sea captain,
resided. Thi -, fat her, ;\ Iilc:s or M ichael de Co urcv, settled
in Newport ear ly in th e l Rth Centu ry ; he occurs in 17(l6
and wa" I l/~t at sea about 1724-. Vcrv little is known about
him ; he d oc -, not appear in the pri ll ft',1 colonial records o f
Rh od e bland hut proba bly more can be gleaned about him
in the de lapida ted records o f Xewport. H e cer tainly mar-
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ried Abigail \ \ ' il liams of Xcw port , who thus was the mother
of the 25th harnn and the ancesrruss of the present peer.

T he parentage of i\ higail \\' i l l i all1 ~ is not known, but
there can hl' lit tl e doubt hut tha t "he.: was a g ran ddaughte r
of J ohn Williams, a merchant of Ho"tull, HInck Isla nd, and
Xcwport and atturne}' gem:ra l of Rhode Island in 1686 ,
the year lx-forc he died. ( T he writer puhlisbcd a brief
account of J uhn Williaurs and his chil dren in 19 15.) '

I n rhc papers relating to the cla im uf the 25 t h baron
there is a deposition hy Pa lsg rave Willia ms, peruke maker ,
aged 56 in 1760, who was born in Xewport and was un ­
doubredlv a ncar relative of the clai ma nt's mother ." It
sh ould b~ noted that J ohn Wil liam s of N ewp ort had a SOli

Pnl sg rnve, <o named afte r hi~ mother's maternal gra nd ­
father, D r. Richard Pal sg ruvc, the early physici an of
Char lestown , :\1ass.," and that Ann ( Alcock] Wi ll iams
C utter}', widow of J ohn, mentions a grandson P alsgravc
Wil liam... in her will ,dated 12 December 171 8.

Cannot some of our Xewp ort friends examine the records
there for further information about t ht:se people !

.-\ full uccouur of the de Courcvs is to be found in 1'/11>
A',>';.,: Com plt>/r' I IU l'lIgr> , edi red by 'C i hh~ , \ '01. \ ' 11, pp. 279­
293. Cf. abo R ound , 1'{'t'I"lIge 1111,1 Family l Listorv, pp.
I03 -IOR . T here is :I brief and some wha t erroneous notice
of the X cwporr de Cou rcys in Pe terson, Ili." " l'y of Rhode
[ SI1l1l,{, pp. I R5-6; an old but vvrv va luable book.

'Th .. (;'"c~l"giol .\l"g",,,,,, , ("dil<'d h,' Eh.." 1'",,, ,,,,,, Il ,'r. I'l l :;, pr. 1. 1.::.

" Hi ". "·ISS. Com. ~ R"r"'l ( 1 ~ ~ I I, "wnd 'pr..n,j i, . p. I I:; , d . .11.0 .'\"hd. U',
..J il;on " f 1,".1g , ' , P,·u~g . · 0/ hd" ,," ( 17 ~ <j) , VI. 1; 6.

• .-1"" , ;'-"" G"'I<~/"/li.<' /", .-l p, il, 1'I-lo2, p. 6 <l ' ''I.' S , F. II i .,. Go•. R'ri'f.-r .
X("\"[ [, 10 - 1-lo. S.... a h n Rh".J.. ' rI",,,1 JI i ,' " . )·, Ill , 1-lo1 .2 .

• \1,''''' ''" ",!"", i ll lb.. \ \' ",J [','r'·" . i" ,h.. h""d" ' i\ i " " ,,[ W i ll i ,ln) (; ....." ..
( 1 6 '1 ; / 'I(, . [ j; ~ J , ( ;'''· ..,n", " I RI,,,d.. [; [;" ,<1 , 1"4 1- '-lo :;, '-lo6 .'-lo- ; '~ S _' ;; , '; " .
hh" ,." ,· 22 , 1 - ; ~, ,I,·i" " in " ,Ii .. ,.

Jl
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the: In: from warwick to bristol as was Credibly R CpOTh:d
the Snow o n ye tenth of :'\Jarch was C om m only Sup­

posed t tl he at Least three feet Deep in y O;" woods where it
I .a} on a l .cvi l , in y" falli ng of "d D r -i vin g Snow in r '" L ast
o f J:lllU:1ry the re was g reat 1.0,,:-' o f boath Ca ttl e and Sheep
Som e Smot hered, and a great quantity of She ep D rove
into Y" Slo:a with y" winds ; it wa-, Generally very hard winds
fur )itOM ost part of y': wint er ; it Remained Extreem Cold
unt ill v.. rwent v third I Juv of februarv which was a fine
warm dar so that it thaweJ )'(' Sn ow to that Deg ree that yl'
Ground wn... hare in SP' lts for two or th ree Ih}"s t he n Came
a Sn ow agai n wit h violen t Cold wet her and so Remaind
un till \ '(' I l)lh Dav of :'\b rch when \ .t" Wet her was Som e­
thing ~hated and ~'C' Snow began to thaw ~ I ,x.l er.tt c:l y untill
v" I .p h Dav of march when there wa-, , l" wind at S: \ Y :
~\'i th foggy thaway weth er So rbar it tha wed ~." Snow ,"- way
So that yO' ground was hare ill Spots in yO' pla in land but y"
mo-t par t of r eo Snow St ill Remained ; yC' 15t h ye wind
Carne to :'\' :' Y: hut moderate werh cr , and so Rcmaind till
vv 191h th en Cold with Some I-b in v" 22,1 a fine Warm
b ay ; 23" and 2..p h a Cousidcruble Snow y" 251h Snow;
and Cold weth er for vc Season v' Snow Wt'!H aW:1\' wit h v''
hee t of y" Su n ;\ I t)de~atcly with out any Rain to make any
Sud den thaw ; vv Ice went v" Last of it out of Cowesit bav
," 301h &: .l l o'f march ~)me uf , .t' Snow to he Seen , :e
'151h of .-\ pril in D rif ts by ~l" fenc~s; yt' Spri ng Came on
Slowly and bacward for ~ c most part hard Ga lcs of wind
at west and X ort hwe-t ; and Cold ; m y hay was gone yt'
151h of Ap ril I Lest amost ha lf my Sheep out of 235 it
was Reported that Y" Sea was froze from yt" ;\hin land to
Block b land and that y" people at block Island said it froze
So far out to Sea Sout hwa rd from block Island ; that th ev
Could See nu water to Look of ] f] to Sea ; there fell th irty
od l d I Snows; he:-i des ; 'small fl ig hts not worth mentioning,
y" Spring W :l S SU bacward that y" woods Y" I1 r:-t we.:ek in
m:n ' was Su hac\\'ard th at "C' t re.:es at llistallce L uoked as
t ht)' the.:y we.: re.: ! le.:ad ; }'" l1'rst IJf yC' pee.:ch trees that was
Known to bloom uUt was y" Se.:vcn th of may; apr il' trees y"
blooms hegan to ap pear re.:d but hloomrlour Y" l .ll I of may [. )

Ylem ber -, arc rcquc-red [ 0 hring or send to the Society
any hack number- of its publication- which they do not want.
\\'e al-e nec:d conrnbutions of city and town directories,
tax hooks , and -imi lnr ephemera.

T here is a need for four-le gged tables for usc: in the
research roo ms.

I nformation i:- wanted 0 /1 th e F ranklin Society, t he
Frankl in Lyceum, the Hlnckstonc Canal, and G regory
Dexter. Sou rce materia l is desired un the latt e r two sub­
jects.. Kind ly comm unicate with the Director.

F urt her re-earch on the Eng lish ancest r-y of John
Coggeshall uf Xewport is con tained in an article entitled
"The Cogge.:shalls of H alstead and H undon ," hy G. Au­
drews M c rinr tv, in the October, 194-5, issue of the S t"""...:·
hnt-lull,1 11iJlw'i, 'al an-l Ge"rlJlog;(1J1 Register, ,,01. XCi X,
PI'. 3 15-.1 22.

Richard l .c lla ron Bowen , one of our vice-presiden ts, has
been appoi nted chairman of th e Xominations Committee of
th e Xew Eng land Il istllric Ccnealogical Soc ictv, a member
of irs P ubl icat ions Com mit tee , and Assistant Fd itOl" of its
Rerister.

Kenneth Shaw Safe has presented to the Society 16 \"01 ­
unu-, of dia ries kept hy Prof. Wil liam Cammcl l, which
ruvcr the period 1857- 1875.

;\ 36- fuor mal' of the Blackstone Cana l has been given
ro the Society hy the Len-dale Company. It was made in
1828. Compiled from actua l ~une.:ys hy Ed. F , Phelp-,
re.:side.:nt engineer.

R. II. l ve- Goddard . lr., has contributed ":'\ut e.::.- 011

Sume.: .'\" ew E ng land T hre.:l:-M nsrcr-," to t he O ctober, 194-5.
issue of Till ' I Wt'ri,"J1/ Xt'pU(1ft'. \ 'ul. v, no. 4-, pp . 286-2 9 5.

The Congrq :ational Church of Kingston celebr ated its
250 th anni\'c rsary in OctoiJc.: r. 19+5, wit h all histu ri(-al
pagean t and the publication of an hi:-torical booklt:c pr e.:­
pard by Pruf. Danie l H . T homas uf Rhod e Island Sta te
C"llege_
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