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, T he Origin of the Newport T ower
by II J AU IAR R. I -lOLA!\; I)*

It is almost a pleasur e to have one 's opinions attacked
bv Professor Kenneth Conant because he is so courteou..
about ir. The old and sti ll somewhat common wav of
crushing an opponent by sneer and diatri be is nut for him.
Instead he sweetens t he pill s of criticism with mall}' com­
pl iments which moll ifies the opponent and gai ns for him­
self an admiring ga lle ry of reade rs. Fa r be it fr om me,
however , to insinuate tha t he bribes the j ury with preuy
phrases. It i.. merely a natura l expression of his kind heart,
and I gratefully acknowledge his gracious rem arks abo ut
me in t he Rhode l slaml l l istory of J anuary, 19-1-8.

Hut a sweet disposition is not always a perfect substitute
for good logic, and I d o not find that any of his th irteen
argu ments militate agai nst my conclusions about the age
of the Newp ort Tower. I shal l d iscuss t hese point s below,
and in order to avoid any appearance uf evasion, I sha ll
repeat his argume nts in his own word s.

I. T he ear l~' English ("I"ni.,1 Inasonr.\· in Xcwport is similar, and , like
the wooden ,truc'lure' or rhe lime, slrongly rem iniscent of mcdi.cval work.

T he Newport colonist- nat urally obtained the stone,
sand and lime used in th is masonrv from available local
de posits. A pre-colonial party wou'ld do the same. I d o
not see that this objection pr oves or disproves anyt hing.

• \ It. " " b n J i, lh,- .LJthuI , ,j .-I", ..r i,~, 13:' .i- l ; ', J, rub 1i,h,',J h, 1J ,,~1l . SI" ., n,·,
.nJ 1', ." ,. in I 'iM,.
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It will be noted tha t the beam hules I - 6 and 2 - 5 are

practica lly on the same level, and rhe two timbers connect-
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+6 inches lower th an this recogni zed Hoor level . Assuming
that the beams with the floor construction took up 13
inches , this leaves Conant 's floor JJ inches below the true
floor. T o step up 011 the stairway to the second fluor would
require a ~tep of +I inches. The altar table would be more
than six feet above Conant's floor.

Possiblv P rofessor Conant th inks of the floor as being
+6 inches' th ick (from the bottom of th e beam ho les to
the foot of the stairway}! Hut that dilemma is equall y
bad because it is unthin kable that thc builders of a com­
mercial windmill would use up almost four vertical feet
of their lim ited space in a sing lc floor construction.

Yl r -, Conant has missed the significance of these timbers.
T hey had noth ing to do with a permanent floor construc­
tion. Their purpose was to provide a scaffold for the
building operations at the lowest possible point. This
was immediately at the top of the columns, becau-c it
.....ould weaken the build ing to leave a large cavity in the
shaft of each column. As thi s scaffold demanded great
strength, it woul d not do to mortise the timbers at the
intersect ions. T his could be avoided by using some crooked
timbers, and there is evidence to show that at least two of
them were crooked. T his is shown bv the sketch below
.....hich gives the different elevat ions ~f the beam holes.
These elevations Were obtained by measuring their alti ­
tude above a datum line e-mbli-hcd by help of a transit
operated by ~ Ir . John II. Henson.

,

•
•

•
,

2. T he dOS\',( ~chul parallel for the Kene r~ I form of the tower is the
sn-",~llcJ Tre~ ,u r~ "f Ihe ('~ l h cJ r~ I of C~mc rbur"\ " . T he rut~li\'e ~ n nulu

aisle ~I :'\c" port is purd y .. Ih~..>r~-. ,uggested b~ ' the otf><:u ~"'" e the
picn - but these "tfSC:tl arc functional in Ihe iu rio of Ih" tower ..,
,lCt u~lly built.

T his objection supports a mediaeval rather than a colon­
ial time of erection because the Canrerburv Treasury is
of undisputed mediaeval origin. A much do-er parallel
of the tower i~ found ill several of the forti tied round
churches of southern Sweden, built in the 12th and lJrb
centuries, As to the " putative annular ai-le ," I han: al ­
ways maintained that it never was built although it m3.}"
have been planned.

J. T he opc:n lower ltor~ " oulJ impro ve the circulation of wind if the
structure were built ~ . ~ windmill.

If this is true, why are nor open lower stories found
in other wind mill s? There are thousands of rotating wind ­
mill s, but none of them have open lower stories. Evi­
dentl v it is not desirable because when the ob-crvatorv
at Ch·cstert on, E ng land , was trans formed into a windmil l,
the open lower sto ry was closed up with heavy planking.

4- . T he miJJle it .!ge " .., p roNhl~- resched h~-.1 retractable bJJer. bUI
Ihi , suli:e. wit h in wooden rl.:..r, coin not s<: riou.tr have been thou ght of .II

capable of rel isting .I Jetennin"J ~tt.lcL. T he Moor \\.1' supporleJ on
l imhcn ;a ru nged like.l number sign (#) and e,"iden tl~" mnrl i....d ..t the
in tcrscctjon•. The cutt ing would 10 weaken the tim bers th..1 .. support
( of wooJ ?) woulJ rroNhl~' be requi red under each in ter -....:l;orl. T his il
in [act the timber ing .~-stem of the Cheaenon observation tower . . .

T hese timbers which rested in the eigh t trapezoida l
beam hol es immedia tely above the top of t he columns
present an interesti ng problem. Conant think:' that they
were morti sed at the intersections so as to make a level
suppu rt for the floor planks at tllis elevation. T his, how­
eve r , is contrary to th e concl usions of H at field, .:\Iason ,
E nlart, Shelton , All en, Rowe, and M eans, who all agree
in placing the first floor at t he same elevation as the but ­
rum of the fireplace. H ere the stair way to the second
fl uor begins, and a well de fined line ru nning around the
inside of the rower shows that the floor was at this ele va­
tion. T he bot tom of the beam holes arc an average of

RIIODE I ~L\ :'\ IJ Hl~T()RY



IUlO DE I:' !..\.\ D HI~TORY OR IGI:" OF :"EW I'OH.T TOW ER 09

mg them rna)' therefore han: been st raight. Hut holes
number J and -+ are -e vcn to eight inches lower and the
timbers 3 - 8 and -+ - 7 must therefore have been the lower
pair . I Iowcver, hol e number 8 i-, the highe..r of a ll , which
ind icates that th e timber fro m J to 8 had a decided crook
in it. A similiar hut Ie"s marked croo k is indica ted in ti m­
ber -+ - 7. These timbers were not packed wit h mortar ,
which sugge..r.. th at th e)' were later to he rem oved . In
one of th e ruu nd churches in \\'e"t Got hland, Sweden,
we find provi..ion for such remo val. ..\ s in the N ewpor t
tower the beam hole, are trapezoida l in ..hape, and be­
nea th each timber was :I. "hurt piece of pl ank. W hen rhi..
block was re mo ved , the timber dropped down :I. couple
of inches and thu .. became luo...c eno ugh for removal. '

T hese eight gaping beam holes which di-rigure the
inside of the tower are high l)' -igni ticant becau..c th ey
bea r witn ess to t he re lat ive age of t he structure . It i.. so
artisticall y designed and ~) well con- rructcd tha t whoe ver
built it must have been proud of it and e<lbtt:: r to rem ove
anything that impaired its beauty. .-'-"suming that it was
built in colonial time". we mav be sure that the scaffold
wou ld haw been removed a.. S~)Il a" it had served its pur ­
pose and the uglr beam ho le:, would have been tilled
wit h ..tone and mortar. People have little patienc:e with
scaffold" after t hei r house i.. buil t. But the beam holes
were not closed up. wh ich -how-, all absen ce of the prid e
of ownershi p and indi cates that the X cwport pioneers
had not hing to d o with the erection of the tower.

Let us now as..ume tha t it was bui lt hr t he rura l expedi ­
tion of 1.l55 -1J6-+.~ Wit h them the condition .. were d if­
fcrcnt. Being only a "ma ll grou p. rhou-an ds of mil es from
other whit e men, the question of safetr wa- a mo- r -criou..
problem. T he weak poin t in the tower wa -, the lower
f1 U01' which would have ro he made fi reproof. 111 the
Swedish fortifi ed churches th is prob lem wa.. sol H·d hr
making the first fl uor of concrete. T here is 11<) rca..on to

'Emil ~.k h " rt , " 0 11 , "-J , k" rn• • I"", .. ~~~n. k.J r .Il !'' ' '' .It,,r,k,'' .!.,.-hot.,.- ,I,,,
-,"." f i , . { J I , /h ~ .I;, h . ,./, l''' r~ 1I 11 " ,~ n . l K44. Xl\ ·, l ~_ l<i

~ 11. 11. . 1l" 1..,,J, .f,~,-,i, .. , l~ii_I;M, C\" ~ ... y ",k. 1"~ r,.

d oubt that the mem bers of the royal expedition wou ld
foll ow their prototy pe in thi.. a" in other things . T hey
wou ld post pone th e re mov al of their ..rro ng oak timbers
unt il a time when law and order could he maintained .
O n top of thi.. scaffold t hey would mix the rubble from
their ..tone work with lime and lav a th ick slab of concrete
which would make the whole building tire -proof.

And thu s it woul d stand in s.afety and dignity until the
E ng lish settle rs came. It wou ld not be long: before the
set tle rs wou ld chisel a hole in the concrete ..0 that a ..rair­
way could be put up. T his ro ugh pounding wou ld crack
the concrete, and when the roo f col lap-cd , rain would
filt er in and rot the timbers until the f1 uur fdl down. T he
earliest pict ures of the inside of the tower date fru m
18.1 7, and th ese show that all th e in-ide structure had
disap peared .

T his wel l bui lt [Ower wit h it-, column" and arche.., it"
concre te floor and -hining coat of white ..tuccu carrie­
with it a vision of future immigration and a permanent
colony.

X ow hack to Conan t's 1.1 point".
~ _ .\ lilb ~Cl u~lI~· Jo h ~ , ,, Ii r" pbcn in them in -ome C~'''~ .•.

Ye-, if the firep lace is in ano ther room, well away from
the mill <tones, t here wou ld he no great da nger fro m
combu- rion. Hut M r. Conant will look in vain for any
wind mill anywhere which has a firep lace in the grinding
room, T he presence of the firep lace in the Xewport tower
eli minates t he possibilit y that th e tower was planned as
a wind mill.

1>. T h" window frames of t he mi,l .l k 'lJI(I· IIU I' uf almost th e '-1111"
.:I ;m"mion~ as those wh ich were {"u rr" I1! J~ u...·J in lh ,· -cvcntecmh Hn­
IlH\" con-rruction ~ l I'l ~ · rnout h .

T he pr imitive wind ow fr:lI111."" in t he Pl ymouth colony
were th e results of primitive condi tions. T he same appli es
to t he ear lie r N orse encam pm ent.

7. T he rrc:~enl n l<>tl ~ r surface !<·l'm ~ too fr", h an,1 tbl for :; ~o ~e;lrs

of c.\/"", urc. O n" o( thl's" recesses is P"'I",..·,l .1' the aumbrv for a sup·
f""eJ ,lab alur forrncrlv .SCI in an,l .II(,l iml th e ,-uni'l ,ll: \\all. , \ n ~- posviblc
sl..b would have .. most unn,n linr in!,: ,hJI" · .1'.111 ah ..r.



As I know of no figu res on th e rela tive rate of de teriora ­
tion of morta r, I cannot answer t his objec tion. W hile all
a lta r tabl e supported in part by a groove in th e wall may
seem "most uncon vincing," such alta rs arc not unknown .
I have seen one in th e Cathedral of I lamar in Norwa v
from th e thirteenth cent ury and have heard of man}'
others.

II. Stairs led from ncar th o: firepl.l\"e tll the upp er stage. .-\t th.n level
the floor W;IS supported hy two pJrll1 d tim her s ncar the midd le of the
circle. No pro pu prof:'ifion mil mJde fo,' m pf"ir'ing the nl<! f 'if the
tranrr'erfe j Oiitl or pIJlIki"g. T his raises the question .IS to whether there
was a full floo r ...

T his appears ttl be 1\-11'. Conant's most important objec­
tion because he has ita licized it. Hut, unfortunatel y, thi s
objection merely reveals a lapse of memor y. At the level
of the two parall el timbers there is a 6" x 6" g roove in
the wall which supports the transverse joists in the most
approved fashion. It runs clear around the inside of the
buildi ng except for a short space where t he stairway wel l
cuts thr ough the joists. .\.11'. Conant must have seen it
many ti mes because it is in plain view from the ground.
I have several photog raph s which show it plainly, and
it can also be seen in M ason 's d rawing."

9. T he substance of th is nhject ion has been answered abo"e ewept
for the assertion that "the Ncwpo n str uctu re ~etu a ll .l· served as a mill."

It is very doubtful if thi s is true because the claim rests
on very unsatis factory evidence. \ \ 'e have only one sworn
statement about the early use of the tower. T his is a state ­
ment by an octogenar ian named J oseph M umf ord to th e
effect that he had heard his father sav that (he tower about
J 760 was used as a powder magazine. M um ford says
nothing about the tower's being used as a wind mill.

T here is, however, a report that a wooden windmi ll was
erected on top of the tower some time in th e second half
of the e ig hteenth century. A writer named Sarah S.
Cahoone about J R+ 1l publi shed a small book entitl ed Visit
fa Grand-Papa, in wh ich she devotes ten pages ro the Xew-

J S" ."b.~n ·' J .." in~ in ill<"l ..t;~n ~ o. 11 in I' . ,'\. \ Ie"n. , ,\ c" ""Ff F. 'UF.
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port {Ower. I n thi s she quotes " all aged and res pectab le
gen t leman " as saying that " he recollected perfect ly, wh en
a wooden m ill e rected on the top o f th is {owe r was e m­
ployed in grind ing corn.?"

F inall y we have an unveri fied report of an old man
named J ohn Langle y, who in 1851 claimed that he had
heard hi" father say tha t in hi s boyhood he used to carry
corn to the mill to be ground. If th is is tru e, he probably
re ferred to the mill which was huiIt on top of th e towe r.

I am happy to be able to pu blish all old docu ment wh ich
t hrows considerab le lig h t O il the to wer as it was two h un­
dred years ago. T his doc umen t is the original minutes of
the quarterly meeti ng held in N ewp ort. Jul y 25, 1756 . It
was ca lled to my attenti on by .\ Ir. H erbe r t O . Brigh am,
Librari an of th e Xewporr l Iistorica l Societ y, and it has
nut previo usly been p ublished. These minutes read in
part as foll ows:

Q uart e rl:. ~leet i ng Ncwp on .lu I.' 2 :;lh. 17, (, ( Book 2. p. 142)
-\Vhe reas the T own \leet ing of ."e 22nJ instant voted that .1

Wa rd House. Built UpOJl .'e L IIlJ of .Iahled Bren ton I':" J where
ye " ",u,1 It •• . .•• fnrmer l.," "uilt with .n , aprohation of Jahleel
Brenton ES<.] and infor med yc \,l eet ing li e W .l' willing th ey
allowi ng . .. three pe ppercorns.1 :·".Ir for its standing on hi, L mJ .

It being I' rof" >s<: d in the .\1n ,t ing build J l'K.k out upon :'lIT.
[oh n Ba ll i , t e r~ ~tone \ 1ill, instead of . . .'e , , 'ard house in ye ned
it was Voted that Jlhl"d Brenton r "'l .111.1 Col. G o.,Jfre.'" \l.1 llbnne
be .1 Com mittee to appl.,' 10 \ I r. lI.m isler lO know if he win gi,e
Libc rtv for "e T own to build ;1 I'K,l " ut house on his :'IIiU .111.1 the
\lcet i;lg he"adj ourned t ill three d'K k in rv afternoo n to rerei"e
the ir report UpOIl what con . " . \1 r. Hanisrcr will let ."e town han
it , r rOliJeJ he is will ing 10 kt them have it.
1'.\1. T hree of IT clock Sund r c of "e inhnbir.mre hal' ing mel accord­
ing to :, e adj ,,{lTnmcnt .I ;1 h lc~ 1 Brenton, Co1. G oJ frc." Mallb one
m;'cle a that thev h.IJ waited on .\Ir. Hanist"T for
vc town to buildn I..-K>K ou t on his Stone \l ill an,1 that \lr. Hmist c r
~\'as will ing their , hould a Loo k out built th"T" and rh.u he " 0 . • • • •

.1 Ten foot wa.,· to it . .. T own (en,' ing it in properly from his
oth r ~y jng him t, 'n p<Trercorn s a ."ur an d to h.ll 0: it .'s lnn~

.IS to an d ~ t."e cxpirati . . rhcreof to leave it in j c ,ame order
it is in at present.

" 'hereupo n the :'I l eeting \ote.lthat .'e Cl erk ,hou1.1 gile forth a
\ \ ·.H .•• Call :, e town IOgdh."r loy Be.1t nf D TI.lm tomorro w at eleven
uf the ..... to consider on said ;lILlir, ;lIld also to cOllsi ,kr whet her
~ s.. ~h \ 1. CA h o o n ~ . I"h it t" (.·FJ''''.l'dt.,. "~,, Yor k, l H O, pp. ~~·'r .
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it m~\' be .... neces....n to "uilJ ~ " "Jlch house at CJ,t k lI ill <If

doc \~'hcrc 10 watch of night..

T he question before t hi- town meeting ""':1'. whether
to rebuild the former ward ho use "on ye neck " or to bui ld
a look-out hou-e upon J ohn Banister's stone mill or tower.
T he two terms "ward hou se" and "look out hou se" th ere ­
fore see m ( 0 he svnonvmo u... T he mill or tower ..ire pre­
..umablv was dcsi'rahl~ because it was on to p of th e high
ridge l~hind th e town and commanded a wide view over
the ..urrcundi ng region .

Hut why wa.. it nere..-.a r ~- to build a hou se on lOp of the
T ower : A look out was noth ing el aborate - j u..t a ..mall
space en closed by wall .. with a floor below and a roof
above. E vide nrl v the to wer in 175 6 had no roo f becau-e
it is not likelv that the owner would have permitted the
wrecking of ;t for such 3 nomi nal compe nsatio n as ten
pe ppe rco rns. X or could it have had a floor becau-c if it
had , it would not have been necessary to bu ild a whole
ho use - a roo f would han: sufficed .

' Vc mav th erefore reasonabl v concl ude that the rower
in 1756 wa -, j u....r abo ut as it is'now-a hol low r-otunda
with out roof or floo rs . :,\lurcO\·cr, it had bee n se rvi ng no
publ ic fun ction beca use there was no publ ic access to it
until :'\I r. Haui- re r at th is meet ing offe red to give :I te n­
[oot righ t of way to it.

The fact th at the to wer in 175 6 was a ruin is high l ~ ·

significant . Th is wa:- on ly 80 yea rs afte r rhe t im e when
Bened ict Arn o ld is said to have built it, and as t he tower
hears evidence of ha ving been \"cry wel l cons tr ucted , such
qui ck decay :-eems inexplicable . T his fact is em phasized
hy the kn uwn fr ugal ity of the early E ng li:- h settlers, whu
touk care til mainrain rheir hui ld ings in good condi tillll.
T he ullly cx pla natill ll for th e decayed state of the {uwer
i:- th at it was buil t se\-er:t1 hundred years hdore t he col­
unists ca rne"-'

~. At ,l,'''' ""...,i n..- (i n l-;!,) i' ",u J,·,iJ,·J n,,' ,,, "C~P' \l r. 11,,,,i.,,"·' ..-""e, ..,,'
"ri ,·,. r r< , h ; , h l ~' h,·". ,,, ,· il ""uld h,· diffi, uh ,,, .,nd "" rl,,' I,wk·"", h"LJ" · "',,,,d j
"P"" ,h,· l..p " I tl... ,..",",. Th i• .Ii"LJ"i., ,, "h""1 runi "" ., I•."~_ " ,,, 10"",,· ,," '''p
,,' ,he '"" r, " .. p,,,h,hlj Ihe ,pArk " hich c.", ...J .,,""''' ''~ , ,, p", up' ~ ,i .'r" ill ,,"
I..p " I Ihe ,,,,,,., A' '''<l"i" " . J "h,.\< . Fl ,, ' the lAh", "i ..,,-vj"~ ' hr "- ' Ai,, LJ r , ,, ,hi,
" ,il l " ." ", ~ 'r," rh.,' Ihi. mill J iJ ",, ' 0.1.. h" ,i"~,, H'~' I()",.

Ill. ~\ "n if thl' WW<"r wcrv l-uilt .".1 mill, the uf'l'<"r chamber mij;! hl
be J l'M>~ -OUI challlhn.

T his prove- nothing.
11. 'The llla,(ln wh" rerair,·J rhc lor oi the lO\\n in 19H. reported J

bricl, in the rhickncss uf rile wall. j U_I to..·lu\\ hi, wnrl.
Per hap-, he did. Hut he wn... not the fir ... t to repair the

top. About liflr year" ago a mason named Al exander
Ffudder made exrcn... ivc repair .... lu the upper part o f the
rower, and the brick may llC' his,

I.! . . . . . T he IO"Cf \\~, rrut>alol.,· a " ' .P.,\ . r roj ecl - uf I\ in!!"
Ph ilir ';, W ar . . . , . " .

For two summer" farming had been interrupted hy Kmg
P hili p 's war, There Were few men left o n the farms and
"till fewer wh o wou ld ri..k being ...hut by going out in open
lield.... " "hell tinallv the war came to an end in Augu...t ,

1676, people had more important rhing-, to do than to
ga ther ... tunes to bui ld a ..tulle windmill on columns,

I J. Ii indee d a' i. sUllg,,<ld loy Willi~m WooJ 's mar of 16H 3nJ
~ ir Ed mu nd PluwJ en \ pelili on for ~ Jt r~n l uf :"o cw .\lbiun, ther e wa, an
'OIJ Plvrnouth"Wi lh '~ rownd ,wne lowr,,' n Xewporr.,\\" miF:hl suprosc
that rhe winJmill- bu itl ing :""l herb nJ"n constructed an d ~ 1'OJ nJoneJ it.
'T hcv earh buill windmill- on 'l ~ n hanan , an d I h,,~ h ~J a scrdc mcn t nOI
far from:\;ewporl , j usr rorhe ,,--,ulh-caSI Ol f :" arla j;!an""l1 R~~· .

T here is -omerhing my-tic about rhis alleged D utch
r x II "settlemen t " j usr to the southea-r 0 X urragan...ctt ay ,

becnu-e no one secms to have hea rd about it except Conant.
Hut even if this D utch sett lement were a fact, it is d ifficult
to vi ...ualizc it-, people a" building a windm ill in N ewport .
W hile the Xcthc rlanders have built many thou sand wind­
mill s, rhev have ne ver, a ... far as is kn own, put t he m up
o n stone columns and provided the m with a fireplace and
an a ltar in the grinding room. An d why ...hould they spen d
mon ths of hea \'\ ' toil ill bui lding :t windmill in a region
w he rt' t here wc~e neither farrner~ !lor grai nlid d~? I t was
15(1 miles frulll th eir ha ...e and the lan d hel unged tn an ­
ot her puwer. I f th t')" rt'all y p lanned to ddr th e E ng lish ,
th e\" wou ld h:1\'e pu t up a fun imte:ll! o f a wind mill. On
th e· who le tht: :- uppu:-i tioll "ee rns fantastic.

T hi... anciellt to wer in :\ewpo rt dc~en'es all uhjecti \·e
and t horou gh ... tudy unha m pe red by uncrit ical precon­
cep tio n.;,.
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A Key to the Problem of the
Newport 'I'ower

fry FREDER ICK J. I'O Il L

T he courtesy with which Professor Kelll1t:th J. Conant '
of H arvard begs to differ with Professor P hilip Ainsworth
.\I t'a ll s~ and .\ Ir. I I jal mar R. l loland" as to the origin of
the stone tower in Xcwport is a lesson in good manners
to a score of opponents :'\Ir. B ola nd has met in the last
thirtv-tive years. P er haps someone may answer l ' rofcssor
Conant point by point, hut mere argument is nut the
method which will arrive at a certainty uf proof as to the
origin of the tower. W hether built as a fourteenth ccn ­
turv for tified X orsc church or a seventeenth centurv wind­
mill is sti ll hodr debated, and just as P ro fessor 'Conant
thinks certain evidence conclusive and be lieves in the wind ­
mill the-cry, so anyone else may huld the evidence for the
:"\ur~e church theory to he conclusive.

;\I r. l Iol and's thesis that (he tower was built as the
beginning of a church by the religiously-motivated Paul
Knutson Expedition is, as Professor Conant says, a pla us­
ihle theory hut has not been proved. O n the other hand,
P rofessor Conant writes: "If the tower were bui lt as a
mill which could serve as a lookout and provisional shelter
in wartime, it would naturally have a firep lace." In these
words Professor Conant ad mits two of the th ree purposes
for which Yl r. H oland says t he tower was built: as fort,
observation tower, and beginning of a church.

T he impartial student of the problem will observe
that rhe burden of proof is nut exclusively un either side .
The burden uf proof is on ;\11'. l Ioland and those who
would establish the Norse church tbcorv as fact. T he
burden of proof is equally on Professor C~J1ant and those
who would estab lish the seventeenth century lookout,

1 )o;~ n n .l h J. ("" na nl . ..~." r ,., l T " " rr '" \-l ill,"' Rocde 1,1,,.,J H i .,,,,, .... ( j.It,,,.,,,,.
1 ~ 4 S) . p- 2 -~.

~Ph i ]j r .·\in, ,,,, r l), \- l,·. "" .",."p" ,! Tocu, ( ~." \ ' " , k. 1~4 2 ) .

3 I1j . !m>f k . H ub" J, .{ ", a i,·,, : "-,5-H~~ C'':~" y",k , 1 '14 ~) .

; ;
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wartime shelte r, and windmill theory as fact. T he latter
th eory is as much a ll open q uestion as the former.

In order to answer t he evidence of William \\·uud \.
map of 163 ... t o which I called :\o 1r. H oland 's atten tion , '
and the Pl owd en reference to a "rownd <tone towre"
which I brought forward after my friend- Xlr. Robert
King of M errick, I.. I., and :\ol rs. Geraldine H uston of
T eaneck, :\. j ., had called it to my at tention ," Professo r
Conant ha-, reso rted to a thecrv of construction of the
Newport tower pre vious to the e~~abli~h men t of the Rh od e
bland Col on}", and has suggested that it may have been
built bv the ~ew Xetherl anders. Professor Conant -omc
years age made what seemed (0 me an incredibl e state ­
me nt at the time he and Ylr. B oland and I were up and
do wn a -repladder :-tudying the interior of the tower ,
when he declared that t here were uud eniahle mediaeval ­
i-m-, in the rower 's archi recture ; vet it wa-, of the seven ­
recnrh cenrurv. It see med contrar v to reasonabl e assump­
tion that the: ' e:arl y Engl i-h (or l )utch I Coloniah would
have built a windm ill with mediae val architect ural der ail:-,
but now Professor Conant a-...err- that "the media cvali srn-,
of ear!v Colonial constructions are ofte n verv ~trung. "

I quot e Pr ofessor Conant not mere ly to have rhi... oppor­
tun ity ttl say that good and -ufficienr evidence will he
necessary to show the applicabili ty of his asser tion to the
carefully-constructed X cwport tower. I quote him he ­
ca use his ac-c rtion ~ugge:-ts a line of -tudy which I here
propo:-;e a~ one that -hould lead to conclusiv e results.

Exact measu rem ents of th e-e dimen~iuns of the :'\ew­
port tower which were a matter of choice with its dcsigu cr -,
will show whethe r E ngl ish or Dutch or :'\ or~e unir- of
l inear measure wert: used in it s construction, and will brin g
to light t he national ity of its builders. Pro fessor ..\ lean:­
and ;\ Ir. l Ioluud , like al l who have hitherto published
measur ements of the rower . have given irs di mensions in
rerms of 1 ' : llg 1 i ~ h feet and inches. In attempting to apply

t lI "bnJ , . j ....r'i,~ . -" ",~, r. ' 1.
.~ " r~J c r i e k J. I'..hl. " \ \' ." lhr ~r" p" ' t T",, ~ , S' . nJ itlt!' in I~l ~ ' " 1"". ., ,.,,

F.~I I~ ~ ,1 (IM ' I.-, I , . , .I ~ . n,,_ ~> ( I l,·..n ,b~,. l" ~ ;l.

" Ili men , i,,,,, "·'c., 1 ,h,' , .,'.'e'" " ~I Ii,,,,, ,, n\<','"u,,' u"'d h.•, ,h,· b" i!>ln. '" I' ,e­
n,,,n. ,,.,,,',,, i.,, .\ hh".,. W ,tlki" . H ,, ~ ), It . " T I,,· l '" , " ,., ~ " f '" ~ , .", d ,,, .t ,,' \I " ,.. ,m'_
nll'n ' h, Int> ~ " ,m ;<n ' i" Eln e"'n- "nd T v.,·l! lI,.('r tll" '; Il tJ i I J i n ~ " " r "' '' ' r 1i1i,',1
in thr S" " 'I" '" "I T " rr c .\hh<-;· ..." lt hr \ ·h",d ,o. " t t.;. inlt. I." " .. r11 .,,,.1 l ""ekin!,t" n."
th 'o .. ,~"" .~."".-i" !,,,,, ,I,,, I h. ,~ , /"~ ... ,,,..,~I ...1 -"';''''', t .!!"." .., ,, ,. ~ ",/ .-1, '. R,.po' /
~,d r.~~-,~.- t'" '''' • ~ Ii (l'I I ~ 1 r.~l"., ~,.
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..1 1.1 m .

1.88 m.

~ IETI{jC

.0313 m .

1.1 13 feet or
I ~ . J 6 inche-,

6. 1R fccr

1-::-':(;1.1,11
1.03 inches

J akn

ICEL \ :-': lJI C
1 thumlungur = 1 I~ fer

j rcmmc - Danish)
I! alcn - 1 fer

I fad - Dan. )

fat hmur
t fa\'1 \ - Dan. )

\Y~ere there is rubblcwcrk th e t hcorct icallv equa l di-
ml'n ';'l.ulb of ma~lInry vary . Thi- i.;, part icularly not ice­
able III measurements of th e heights uf columns which
were atTectnl hy the ' ·:trying- thi cknl:sse~ and lcngtb-, of
the rocks which cune to the han d s of th e m:NJ11S. For
this rea ..on, mean dimcnsion-, and not individual va ria nts
shou ld he used in our -rudv. T he fact or of rubblework
dol' ~ 1Ior entl'r int u th e d im'l'fl:-.ions uf th e wind uw open-

of one of t hem plus a simple fraction of a unir. The
dim ensions uf th e X cwport towcr poin t even further awa v
fr um Dutch linear mea -ur e than fr om F ng-l i"h m easu re .
Professor Conant's sugge"tion that rhl' rowe r might have
been built by :'\ l't herlanders Sl'l'mS unt enable.

T he dimensions mo..t likel y In revea l rhe nationalitv of
t he builders arc t hose of t he fir-r four of the above-n om­
he-red architectura l features. It i" doubt ful whether the
heights fr om floo rs to ceilings of the upper stage" can ever
be satis factori ly de te rmined. E xcavation at the ba-e of
rbe rower mav not unco ver nnv meta l or other remains
t hat will prove either the :'\or~ church or Co lonia l wind­
mill theory , but it is to he welcom ed if fur no other r-eason
t han that it will make pos-ib le exact :'\Ietric Sv..rem meas­
uremen ts of t he in terna l dia me ter between the founda­
tion-, of the eigh t columns. Meanwhile , since the En uli-h
Ii. near mca-ure "cern" not to tit, curic-irv "purs u" to con­
-ider in te rms of X orsc linear measure rho..c di mension­
~f t he tower which han been varicu..lr presented ill E ng ­
lish feet an d inchc-. H erc is the ruble of .\:urx- linear
rnca-ure compared with th e E ngl i"h and the .\ Ietric
~y"tt'm..:

c~J l umn beyond th e wall for whatever PwrPv-v th e de­
sIgners had when th ey left th at projection.

The measu rements of t he tower in approxi mate E ngl i"h
feet and inches as gi ven hy P ro fessor :'\le:Ub and Xlr.
I Ioland and previous stude nts of th e problem all -cvm ro
indica te tha t no important d imensions were laid o tT bv an
E ng-l i"h foot r uler. The builders see m almost cu'bi"te'nt k
nut to have u..cd an y simp le multipl e of the E ngl i"h f' lot,
or a simp le multi ple of it plus a simple fraction of it , and
al most invariably t he re arc ext ra inches and fractious of
inches, Thi-, is in stri king contrast wit h the C hurch uf thl'
H oly Sepulchre in Cam bridge , England , the dirnen..ion­
of which as gi ven by Dr. F. J. Allen" are obvicusl v uf
Engl ish origin : exte rnal d iam eter 26 ' 6", interna l diam­
~ tl' r I?' 6", d iameter of column.. J' 6", heigh t of column..
including capi tal, S' 5" , height of arch cs II' 0", and entire
heigh t of bui lding 30' 0". T here is similar absol ute con­
~ rast .with the Chesterton mill in E ng land. a building often
invali dl y compared with th e Xewport tower, fur of t he
t hirty- five dimensions of the Ch estert on mi ll published
by :'\Ir. F . I L Sh elton," a ll thirty-ri ve point unque-tionabl y
to the usc of th e En gl ish foot, and to no othe r unit of
linear mea..urc. On t he other hand, of th e mean dimen­
sions in our tir- t th ree categories give n for the Xcwport
rower by :'\Ir. C. S. Peirce." a ll point to the u-e of a unit
decidedly larger than t he English foot. X o dimen -ion of
th e rower was laid o tT bv I Jurch linear measure. The old
Nethcrlnndic "cl" was 27.nS Engli..h inches 1.6878 m. )
~n length, and the Xcrhcrlandic "voet" was 11.1-1- E ngl ish
inches ( .2 83 m. }. Xo dimension of th e tower rhu, far
presented by an}" writer is equivalent to any <imp!e multi­
pie of one of the-e I )ut ch measures, or to a simple multiple

7 Dr. t '• .I ..'II<ll, "Th< R,,;nt·J \ l ill , 'or R"lJnJ eb,,« h "llb< ~ " f"· n ,,· ,, , ." ~ ,_ " .
pMI, Rho.!,· h l.on J . l".~ ...\ .• (.",,, p.,,<J " "h ,he R"unJ l·h.",h .,1 l ' ," ", hr tdlC' · .,,, 01
n,h ,-" i" E" r" p'·. .. 1.'.,,,,1,,;,1,,,· .~ "Iil"~ri~,, .\Q.-iely·, Com"lII"i.-~!",,, .. (l·,'n,h,;,IIC<.
En/{l.",d) ,.22 (142l), p.'m·1I1;.

~ F.ll . Shd,on, " ' l,,,e J.i.o;h' "n tI," 0101 \I ill," I/ull<l'" of th .' Y'·"f",r II , t,,,,"'.';
So.-;"" !.I .n"",-. I "l ~ ) , p.;. 12.

v r'. s, I'<i,," , ··Th e -0101 " '"ne \l ill ' ,n :",, " p" , ,: ' ....,;i.·" ,'e. \ . -1- (lJe,·. i. I S ~ -I- l.

p. il ! . i l 4.
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ings and niche- in t he wall of the rower in :-0 far as the
remaining mortar shows their size a:- established by mcav­
ured wood en frames held in place until th e masu nry had
been bu ilt up around them. The irrcgularirie-, of rubble ­
work are such t hat d iam eter.. of column" or rhicku ess of
wall will varv, aud so a l"o will inte rnal and exte rna l diam­
eters any w;l"iderable distance above th e g ro und level .
T he mean dimensions at ground level arc pert inent and
available for present study.

M r. Peirce gi n:" the mean interna l diame ter at ground
leve l as IS' 5" I E ngl ish l. I pr e:-cnt for comparison the
mean interna l diamete r n-, measured bv Yl r. l iol and and
:'\Jr. Joh n H owa rd Benson in my presence, IS' 5 1-j "
I E ng. I. and by :'\lr. H oland and me , I ~ ' 5 1/1 6"
I E ng . ),1" l Icre we ha ve mea..uremenrs re markab ly close
to each other, conside ri ng that four di ffen:n t pe rsons u..ed
thei r separate j udg ment a" to where to hold the end of
the tape in relation to the ro ug h rubblework.

It is not so en..v to ascertai n t he externa l di am eter from
outside of a column to outside of an opposi te column.
Obviously one canno t mea sure through the col um ns.
Hi ther to, the met hod used r bv M essrs. Peirce , 1Io lnnd ,
Henson, and ot he rs) was to rnca..urc the ..hortc..t d i..ranee
bet ween two opposite col umns and t hen add to this the
dia meters of th ose col umns comp uted f r -om their circum­
ferences. T he practica l objection to t his method i" that
the mor tar which once covered the rubblework and formed
the origina l ..urface of the column.. has largely weathered
away, so that it i:- impo-..ible to meas ure the origin:J.1 cir ­
cum ference of a column by p;l~~ing a tape aro und it. since
the tape natura ll y d raws in to the int ers tice- bet ween the
horizontal ..tones. T he rape can not be mad e to stand out
from the column at the line of the origina l circumfer ence
and the pr ocedure is sheer g uesswork.'! One must al so

I" Sinco ,hi, " ,id,· " '" ",iu<"I', J ",,,· .p,·,,.JI)- '.'"nJ ,,,,',,·Ii <a rlo"~ i" .\pri l. l" .j.~ .

"i'h ." .. ,i",. i" " hid , ' co """"'p."" . \Ir . H, .l ..,d .,.in ,., ~ ,. " p.., l. In ,\;,·" pu,1
". ".r. " n.bl .. l<' pr ,,, "'" ." .(.J '"I'" ,,' , h. \ I (" , , ;c ~)·,' ..m ""J " " (" «.", pd l..d , ,,
" ••• " ....1 up. " I .:n..- li, h In.-' . nJ in,h •• •

I I \1,. I' . ;" . ' ....nd the n.... n """n.'",,,«" c,1 , h. ,,,I,,,,,n, ,...... (f 11.6 ~ ( En,.
li,h l • ..- i, in..- ' ", <an J i,m<l" ui r 1.Ill ~.

gue~s where the mortared ..urface was at the OO"'C of each
column when OIlC measures the distance between two
col umn s. T he: whole proce~s entail- four guesses, two
of which rnav involve a double error, since the thic kness
of the mortar Oil each column mu..t be counted twice in
the soug ht - for overal l di mension.

T he method I employe d was to tix two stakes "An and
"A '" in the g round flanking the outside edge of a col­
umn, and two other ... takes " H'" and " H" similar-l y flan k­
ing th e out-ide edge of the op posite column. I placed
these '-I) t hat the two sta ke- and the vertica l line of th e
out-ide uf the colu mn were in exact align ment. Since hit s
of mortar p rotrude here and there at various levels on the
columns, the vertical line of the outside of a column is far
more accuratelv indicated than i~ the circumfere nce at
anv one level. · 1 measured the distance fro m sta ke "A"
tu·~take "H", and from ".-\' " ( 0 " H· ". I f there was a
di ffe re nce be tween these two measuremen ts, I adj us ted
the posit ions of th e sta kes flank ing one of the colu mns to
eli mina te the di ffere nce, hut o f co urse keeping th em in
al ignment with the vertica l edge of th e colu mn . Wh en
the differen ce had been el imin ated, or in othe r words when
the lines c..rnblished by t he two pairs of stakes were paral ­
lel, I had an exact m easu reme nt of the overal l dime nsion
from out-ide uf :I column tu our-ide of the oppo'ite col­
umn. I tabulate my findings :

Column.. X ort h to . ruth 24- ' 8]x "
:" .F . to ~. \\'. 24-· 7·\/'
Ea..t to We~t 2+· S ~ .•."
S.E. to x.w. 2+' 7J/'

:'\Iean of the above mcasurcmenr s : 24-' 8.Y.1"

:'\Ir. Peirce , with some apparent inconsisreucy with his
e the r mea..uremcnt s, gi ves the mean externa l dia me ter at
gro und lev el a:- 24-' 8" ~ Eng. J. T his dimension is ex­
rre me lv clo..c to twcntv-fcur Icel and ic feet, wh ich are
exactly 2+' 8.6+" ( Eng. I. .-\ di ffere nce of .6-1- Engl ish
inch es ( Pcir«.. l in a dimension <I f twenty-four units means
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a di fferen ce in t he unit it-elf of onlr .026 or I / ~Oth of
an Engl i ~ h inch from t he Icelandic foot. A d ifference of
.39 Engli sh inches I Pohl j in a dimension of twenty-four
unit s means a difference in the unit itsel f of only .0 16 or
about 1!60th of an Engli sh inch from the Iceland ic foot .
F rom analysis uf his own measurement - of bo th internal
and external diameters, Xlr. Peirce concludes that the unit
of linear measu re used hy the planers of the tower was
12.31 Engl ish inche... I observe that thi s suggested unit
is on ly .OS or 1/20th of an English inch (rum the Ice­
landic foot . T his is little enoug h to allow for mechanical
error in bring down a foot rule r twenty-f our times. Rut
it is more [ikel v that for such sizeable dimensions :" or"e­
men would ha ve used a [athmur "tick j six Icelandic feet I
laid down th ree time s for the in te rnal diameter and four
times for the external diameter.

I did not do any measuri ng uf the heig ht:-; of col umns ,
for the varying levels of the ba-cs of the columns present
facto rs of uncertainty. Because of the varying thicknesses
of t he undrc..sed stones which the bui lders u..ed , height s
t hroughout the tower arc I1lOn.~ irregular than horizontal
dim ensions. The mean heig ht on the outside uf the col­
umns, according to Xl r. Peirce, is 7' 5/16" ( Eng.!. This
is verv clo..c to 70 Icelandic feet , which an: exactlv
7' 5.6i" ( En g. ) . :'\l r. Peirce gives the mean uf sixtee;l
measurement- uf the height un the in-ide of the colu mns
as 7' 8h" (Eng. I, and Dr. Thomas H . W ebb" gives the
heights of the " shaft..." minu-, base and capita l, a.. 7' 9".
Seven and a ha lf Iceland ic feet arc 7' it 7" ( Eng. l. T his
approximation seems to argue that the Iceland ic fuot ruler
had been u-ed in planning the height of the col umn-.
:'\Jr. Peirce gi'-e" the mean of the d iamet ers of the base­
of four columns which he cnll-, " most regu lar" as ,l' 9 J4 "
( Eng. J, and J' 9.32" ( Eng.) eq ual three - and two-thirds
Iceland ic feet. H is measurem ent of J' 5" as the breadt h
of the fireplace at the ncar edge is remarkably close to the

12 Dr. Tho," ~' II . W~hb, ",\«"unl " i . .. ' n, i ~'\l ~ rr" , l u r~ in :" . " pun. R. I., . •.:.
~ l ~ lt.. 01 ... 01 \\ >,. ~ ~, l ~lfj in D<I A U I , lil ' "'.,.Ii It. OI.! ,k " ,I!. ,'·d , ••,~ , p. 161·1"S.

J' 5 1/ 5" ( En g. ) which are the equiva lent of th ree and
a th ird Icel and ic feet . H is " breadth at base" of t he tire ­
place ginn as 2' 7" ( Eng. I is on ly a tenth of an inch from
t he 2' 6.9" ( Eng . J which is the length of two and a half
Iceland ic feet . H is 2' J~" (Eng. ) breadth of the niche
at the rig ht of the fi replace comes close to 2' .1 .81" ( E ng.)
which is two and a quarter Iceland ic feet . Mr. Peirce
measured the widt h of the S outh window on the outside
as 2' 2". I found it to be 2' 0"+ at its narrowest inside.
T wo Icela ndic feet are 2' .72" ( Eng. J. T he door at the
south west at its nar rowest seems ttl have the same width
as the wind ow.

Apparently from rhe abo ve ri gurcs we have a ~ign i ricant
agreement between given measu rements and various mul ­
tiples of the Xcrsc unit of linear me:"ure. T he u~ of
the Iceland ic unit of measure bv the builders of the Xew­
port tower is strong ly ind icate·d. M r. P~irce '" measure­
ments, however, are nor to be accepted as final , for he tells
us t hat he used a " tape-line" and e-timarcd a half-in ch
correction in the results he obtained , and could not later
lind the tape-l ine to check the accuracy of this correction.

The met hod of determini ng the nationality of bui lde rs
bv a studv of linear measure offers great possibil ities. T he
"~mall n dimensions of the doorway, large window, fire­
place, small wind ows, and the vari ous niches ha, 'e . not
been measured with sufficient accuracy free of predi lcc­
nons for En g lish inches to furui-h a basis fur concl usive
stud v. Professor Conant san of the openings in the upper
stag~ : "The wind ow fra~es were of almost the same
dimensions as those which were curreurly used in seven­
teenth century construction at P lymout h." They are
"almost the same," hut not qu ite. The diff erence.., slight
though they mar be ill the case of such short dim ensions,
arc of the highest significance, and mar be t he key to the
problem of the round stone tower ill Ne wport.
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Ho-ton 18 August 16·1.4, "aged about J davs."" lle died at
X cwport , R . I ., between l!l Apri l 1687' and 25 October
1687. IIc married in 16iO:' Anna, daughter of Dr. J ohn
Alcock (A,H., H arvard , 16~61 a physician uf Roxburv,
.:'\ b s..achusctrs, and of Sarah his wif~, daughter of Dr.
Richard I'al sg ra vc t I'ulg ravc I of Ch arle...town, ~ Ia ...sach u­
-.ctb., who (arne tu Xew E ng land in the Wi nthrop fleet in
the summer of 1630. M rs, Williams in herited a large
landed property from her fat her at .:"ew Shoreh am ( Block
Island JR.!., and J ohn' Wil liams, who was a wealth
merchant , resided there and in Boston until 16i9, when be
settled in Xewport. In 1679 he was Deputy from Xew
Shoreham in the Rh ode Island General ;\ssc~hh·,· and on
25 J uly 1683 he was made a Freeman of Xewport, In 1686
he was Attorney General of Rh ode Island, ' H is will, d at ed
18 April 1687, was proved 25 October 168i. H e named
his wife and child ren Xathaniel", Pal -g rave", ~ lary' , Ann",
Eli zabeth", Arabella", and an unborn child. T o his elde-r
sen, Xarbaniel", he devise d hi.. mansion house in Ho-ren
and his "flcrt Isl and" at Xew Shoreham, H e also named
his brother-i ll-law, Zachariah W hitman. f l is executors
were his wife and his fr iend Robert Cutrridge of Xew
Shure ham , wh o was also g uardian for his son X arhaniel ''
until he carne uf age . His brother Xathaniel' W ill iams
of Boston was an overseer." J ohn's widow married Rubert
Gutrridgc" uf :" ew Shoreham by whom ...he had one chi ld,
a daughter, Catherine. She died at Xcw Shoreham in 1723.
H er will, dated 12 December 1718, was proved 27 J une
I i2J. T he executors were her son J ohn Sands t i,e, hue­
hand of her da ughter Catherine Cuttridge ] and Rohert
" 'e...tcotr (second husband of her daugh ter ~la r )" ' \ \' il­
liam..), She named her daughter Arabel la (Williams)

~ .'1. R' ro,r . / 'h, R, .- . '" Com",i"i."o , ,,,,,I,,i,,,"t R "" . ~ Hi,rht , Ii",r" "" ,
.11~"'''t,""""J /) .·,Uh" 16W· 16'1'I, p. 1'/ .

~. \1.' rr i.¥< .",,1,... 1 .1 ,,1,.1 2\ J . n"., ~' 1f,6<J!-fl . nd ,,.<o,d,.J ill Sull ..l. C"\I'\I~ ·,

\1. . .. ."h".<lI<. 11.....1" l. ib,·. 6 , F"I . ~ ~ 1.

" 11. . I. Cuj" " i. l II.r, ,,, J •• ' ., _~, p, ~ <J .
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'Su ll,dk {·" yn"·. \1 "" . "1", ,,11>. I' " ,b. lr L ib« Ill. h I. _~.16.
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Pelham of Xewp orr , daug hter Elizabeth ( , YjlIiams, Ylc­
Carthy I Paine ; ..O il j ...on -in -la w I Thoma.. Paine ; and
daug~ter ~Iary ("'illiams . 'sand .. ) Westcott; also grand­
..o~ .... Ihomas ~lcCarf hy, a minor ; l 'al sg rave and J ohn
"dk lms; J o..ep h ~JcCart h y; and Rebe rt Sand s, son of
J ohn and Catherine ICutt ridgc I Sand ..,I"

Of the two son.. of -"Ihn ' and Anna t Alccck I Will iam s
Xatb aniel ' , as pre-cur ly appca~. died lint' pro/t', Pal ~
"'gra ,·c\ th e second ..on . wa.. admit ted a Freeman of Xew­
port 3 I J anuary I in3 -I-. II Ii i.. wife, as p resently appears,
wa.. named Elizabeth. .

.-\ t thi.. period X cwpcrt was an actin: seaport with a large
trad e with the Suga r bland.., London, Bri..tol, and ports
even farth er away : t he connec tion with the Spanish M ain
was clo-e . It wa .. also, like ot he r colonial por ts at th is time,
rt'~r~ed to by pirates and privateers from the Caribbean,
Vladigascar, th e Red Sea, and the Ind ian Ocean.

Pal-g rave" disappear.. from Xcwport records, but in
I -;I -;as "Paul" Williams he reappears as Quart crma...te r of
the noto rious Hri..tol pirate, Capt . Bcllamv, at Saba, a ...mall
Dutch island ea..t of St , Croix, between St. ~lartin and
Sr. Eustatius.!" Wil liams was in command of one of Bel­
lamy's sloops and the two rogues then .....ailed for th e Xew
England con..t. Bellamy'... vessel, th e Il 'iddh (;'111t'\', was
wrecked at Well tleer on the south side of Cape cod, and
such of the crew a....urvived were rounded up bv the local
officers, ...en t to Bo-ron, tried, and executed for 'thei r evil
deeds." " Paul" Williams put in nr his Iamilv's old home
at Block Island, where hc kidnapped three men : George
~ I itchell, William T ush, and I Ir. J ames Sweet, as appears
by a deposition in the Xe w Shoreham T own Records, dared
18 April 17 1'i, J I T here is also a lett er regarding thi s inci­
dent addrc..sed by Covcruor Samuel Cranston of Rhude
Isla nd to Go\·crnor Shute of .:'\ Iassachuxotts ill the ~IaSS:l. -

I" x <" Shnr<h. ", T, ". n R,..-n, d' i .I"h" \) , ,\ " . Ii" . Th< ( ;,-n<" lo,,i , .,1 l1io1,o"""
0/ RhQJ< I.d,,,,.I. p. ~ (I ·'JI I . '
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chusens State: Archives. Palsg rave" Wil liams last appea rs
in 171 8 when he accepted the King's pardon at j amaica."

On 5 October 174. 1 "Elizabeth" Wi ll iams, mother of
Paul' Will iam.., who is gone and left his children namely
Palsgrave' and J ohn' Wi lliams," petitioned the Xcwport
T own Council to appoin t Ster.hco H ookey of ~c .....port
gua rdia n of the said child ren . ~ O n 10 Xovcrnbcr 1788
" j ohn \\' hirrnan' Will iams of Newport, tai lor , son of
J ohn' Will iams late of N ewport mariner," sold his right
in the Fort Island at Block Island, "which J ohn' Will iams
of Boston and his wife Anna lef t to the ir SO li Nathanie l"
Wi ll iams and to whom the Slid J ohn' Wi lliams, fathe r of
John W hitman' Williams was heir."

From the above facts the following conclusions may be
drawn. Palsgrave! Wi lliams, the peruke maker , who tee­
tified in 1760. aged fifty-six , on behalf of J ohn de Courcv
was a nca r relative of the larter." Nathanie l" William...
the eldest son of j ohn' and Anna (Alcocks) Williams, who
was given Fort Island at Xew Shoreham in 16S7, d ied
apparent ly without issue, from the word ing of the deed of
J ohn W hitman- Will iams, made in I78S.!!' The on ly othe r
:.011 uf j ohn ' and Anna (Alcock ) Will iams was Pnlsgrave'
also srvled "Pau l" Wil liams, who was mad e a Freeman uf
Xcwport in 1704, and who in 17 17 was Quartcrmnsrcr of
the pirate Hcl lamv. This Palsgrnve' clearly had a wife
El izabeth and a son Palsgravc ' ( Paul) Williams, who a-, a
son of E lizabeth had in 17~ 1 gOlle fro m Xewpor t leaving
behind two young sons, Palsg ravc' and j ohn ' William.."
I conclude that at this time their mother was dead , :1:. it was
their grandmother E lizabeth, who petitioned respecting
their guardianship. T he Pal-grave ' ( Pau l) Wil liam, who
had " gone away' in I74 1 is undoubted ly the l'al-g ruve'
Wil liams, peruke maker , of j amaica (horn 170-1- ) who res-

\:, {h, Pi' dU , I " h ~ ', II h•• l." nJ " n .
III S c" p" rl ' I".. " C"" n<il Re, ,,,J•.
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The Patrol of Narragansett Bay (177+- 76)
by I L .:'\ 1. S. R OJ(', Ca ptain J ames Wa llace

E.\" r,/, ' ,,'/ oJll'/ ' ,,,mai/,,,J /,~' \\ ' . (i . l{o Fl ,I\ EK*

[!"r i lt " /I ,,"lid ,Ulw,t" u d ",\' C L, Rk. ' O>; .-\ . Cor.r.r ..". 3",/
« "n'illu,'.l i,,,,,, \'. ~, n" . I, J .lnU,,,,', lY4S , r. 1~)

\ \ ' hile busily engaged in the de tect ion of smugglers ,
Captain W allace also found time to devote to the gather­
ing of intel lige nce, I n t his he had t he aid not 'On ly of
known Ioyalisr s, hut a lso of unsuspec ted agent s, somet imes
men in positions of high trust at the hea rt of t he Patriot
cause. As ea rl y as December 12, 1774- , Wallace had for­
warded to Graves an account of the proceedings of rhe
Rhod e bland General Assembl y headed " Minutes for

titled in 1760 , aged fifty-six, on beh alf ()f J ohn de Cou rcy
when he was claiming the Barony of Kinsa le. I Ie had two
sons, J ohn' and Palsg rave", and the son j e hu' is clear ly
ide ntical with J ohn Williams, mariner of Newpor-t, whose
son J ohn Whit man ' Will iams, tailor, sold F ort Is land at
Block Island in 1788 as son and heir of fohn the mar iner,
who in turn was th e heir of Nat bauiel" \\' ill i am~, who had
been devised Fort Island by his fa ther, j ohn ' Will iam s,
the Att orn ey General in 16 87.

N ow, as Palsg rave ! Willia ms, the per uke make r, was a
c11}Se rela tive of J ohn de Courcy, the only way t his can he
explained is that Abigail' W illi ams, wife of Miles or
Micbuel d e Con rey was Palsg rave'v' sister, and th e daugh­
te r of Palsgravc" or "Paul" Will iams, freem an of Xcwport
in 1704- and Quarterm aste r of Bell amy, the pirate, in 1717.
I thin k th ere can be littl e do ubt but th at th is pro\'CS the
iden tity of the mot her of J ohn de Co urcy, Lo rd Kinsa le.
I t woul d seem t hat thi s con nection of the P remier Barons
of Ireland wit h the ancient Rhode Island seaport cannot but
be of some interest in E ngla nd, Ireland , and R hod e Island."

~(1 R~o<.lT,n "" tni, i.llnih· i, ""dereJ Jiffi,,,h h,' ,h~ hd th", lh. ,."".1. or ~~w_

p,,,,, R, I. , induJinl' ,h< J~<J ., will" bi"ho, n1.lrri.I" " ,nJ J~3,ho '''',~ .unk "If
="<w York ill 1~-9, ", hieh .«,iJ<", .1<"' '' .''<.1 m'I11 ." mM,u.cripll .m J "'n.l("l<.l .lifficull
'h< , ...linl' " r ,h " ,e lh . , " " ,' i,'e.l . 'I'he .'>;<"r"" C""t1l." C,,,,, , R.",r.l • • " i"I,I<'.
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Captain Wallace," an indica tion , of which we sha ll lat er
find d efin ite proof, tha t one of the me mbers of t he govern ­
ing bod}' was willi ng to act as a spy for th e Brit ish.

:\'0 secret agent, however, was th e mall , a copy of wh ose
warning letter W all ace sent Gra ves, along with his own
com ments , 0 11 Fe bruary 9, 1775. T homas R. C handler,
DD., grad uate of Yale and Episcopal minister at Eli za­
bet bt own , Xe w Jersey, was from the begi nni ng unswer ving
in his devotion to the British cause."

Rose, R hoJ ~ !>b nd
Fd ,. 9th, 177 5

[\\'allace to G ravesJ
Inclosed is a Cupy of a Le tter received Ye~ t crday : T he G ellllcm,m

who writes it I understand is a \ 1Jn of Character. and by his Intelligence
You nlJY further judge of the Disposit ion of the Peuple in this Counu y­
however I hope in God to make them par dear for their Irolick, should
the: allempt it.

] \ \1 E S \ \ ' ,I I. I .AC E

ILcucr inclosedJ
:-ir
I think it my D uty to inform You uf .l piece of lntelligcncc I received
last evening from a Person of [he st rictest Int<:gr it." an,l \ ·e rac i l~' , who
resides in the Eastern pHt of Ccneecricur, and who, Alt hough ol firm
Fr iend to G ovemmen r has been persuaded and indeed objiged to act
such a part in T rain ing a N umb er of \ Ien in the Ind ian way, H to gain
[he Conli.dence of the SO"J of U/'o·'\'. H e tells me that a Plot is cer ­
tainl.l· formed for destroying his \bj ~st~" . Shi p of which You have the
Command , .md tha t the Leaders of the Expedition arc appointed, but
he knows not who they arc. T hc \t ethod for executing is lU be this,
the l'aSSJge Boats 10 Provid ence uften come close 1ll rour Ship, it seems,
as the .l· pa>s lhe H art>o ur. r\ prupe r Opportunity is In be Watched, when
Ion Men prope rly Armed arc ttl be concea led in the Hold , [he ('.•dell
is to come alongside the :\1. n uf \Var, and the" arc to rise at O nce and
take Possession of the sh ip. H ow f. r rhis is p~.l("ticabk I am unable to
[0 judge, but of this I am pers uaded, that no project is too hazardous or
IlK' \\i~- ked for some of the Rebellious F;m.l1 id s of Xcw E ngland 10

allempt. You will be kin,j enough no! to make usc of my n;nne at present
in this ,\tf air. You arc undouhledlr a Stranger to mr Chon;Kt<:r HUI
Ahhough I am not pcrsonallv acquairned in Rhude Isl.m d on rn'luir~'

You will rind manr Persons who can givc some Account of me.
Thos. H. C hanJ ler EJi/.b T own Sew [crscv

T his attack 0 11 the R OH ' never eventuated , and- \ \"a llace
continued unhindered h i~ efforts to pur an end to illic it

n S.bine, Of>. cit ., Y . I. p. .lO~ .



Newport Rhod e [slau d 1st ' Ia~' 1ii;;
~ir

\Ve th Suhscrih.:rs In habitan t; uf thc T own uf Xewport in the Colun:·
of Rhod l; land d...eply irnprc",,,J with a grateful Sense uf the ~upl'"rt

You have on ,111 occasions gil·<:n to H is :\l aj e$t: 's hithful ~ubjl..-:t'

resiJing in this Town, ,111J fullv couvinc...d that our Pe.lce anl ";ecuril.'·
has for some time pa ~ t been owing in a jitfeat measure to :·uur _-\ttention
tn H is :\ 1.,j~st~·'s ~enil'e and spirhed Conduct in the Execut ion of it;
return You our unfeign'J T h" nks.

It is wit h the utmost cOllcnn \ \ ' c acquaint You that t he General
Assemble of this Colon v, at a late ";ess;nm hdJ JI Providence, Res olv ed
to r"i,e ·anJ emhoJ:· Fi fteen hund red '\ l en for Ihe expre~s purp'l'e (a,
declared in Ihe .-\CI) of J o ining and Co-<'pa.llinji(' with Ihe Forces of
the S eigh bo uring Colonic" and Ihough the Rcprc scntarivcs of this
Tovn en tered a t imely pretest ap;nst it , Yet we cannot rest here; \ \ ' e
must ", faithful Subjects In rh... King, and in J ustice to O urselves ~rrruH'

the C on duct of our Rcprescntarivcs, h~ ,h"wing our di'approhation of
.1lI Act pregnant with so much Evil. h.l· every means tb.u hero",e,
Obedient Subjects Jnl g'K,J C it il.en s.

T he difficulties .1I\J JJngers which m,'.'· attend us b:· shewing rhis
disapprobation arc "I",iou;; but wh ile \\ ·e have the Support of the
King 's .\ulhorit.l· ~nl I'oll'er. whid, i, in .,our lI ands, .",d which we

" In a Lette r of the 20th of April Capt ain Wallace infor m"
me that some friends to Govcmmenr have been n :ry in­
du strious to bring the T own of Xewporr over to the King
and were they sure of Constant Support they flatter the m­
selves with succeedi ng ; hut what relian ce! At prescnt they
are in terror of the King 's Ships. H owever 1 submit to
the ir Lordships Consideration the import ance of such a
post. Possession of this place would cut off any supplies
that could he: sent from the Southern to the Northern Col­
onies and it appears to me, from its situatio n, of such great
consequence that I must hea rt ily wish it was establi shed
as a King's Port and fortifyed according ly. In the mean
time I will add a Sloop of War or a Schoone r to the Service
Captain W allace is employed on. , , ."

T he leading Tories of Xewport expressed their senti­
ments in support of orderl y and lawful government in the
following communication to Wallace :

.-\ COp.I' of :\ n .-\ddress from ~lIne of the principal
l nh.rl-ira nts of X ewpor t

to Capt. wallace :-":0. I ;;.
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comme rce in the Xarr agansert Hay area. T hat these efforts
met with no great degree of success is shown by Vice Ad­
miral Graves's reports to the Ad miralt y in London. O n
M arch -4- , 1775, he wrote: "The Rose and Swan in the d if­
ferent Passages at R hode Island han: lately seized several
Smugl ers, but we have not yet been so fortu nate as to rake
any Ar ms or Ammunition." Again, M arch 19, he reported :
" Directions have already been sent to the Commanders of
II. .:'\1. Ships and Vessels under my Co mmand ... for, ..
Vessels car rying on Contraband or illicit T rade; I am ex­
tremely morti fied tha t notwithstanding the King's Ships
and Vessels have been very active all this W inter, no
seizures of any Consequence have been made. T he variety
of p laces well adapted for smuglers along this great extent
of Coast, renders our Chance of intercepting them, with
the few Vessels we have at present, n:ry uncertain."

Graves's line of commu nication" was also "uncertain,"
he revealed in hi" despatch of April I J, 1775: "The Posts
arc become somewhat insecure; two of my Letters have
been opened at Philadelphia and a letter to me from Cap­
tain Wal lace at R hode Island has been absolurelv taken
away from a Special M essenger, other Department- of the
Crown have experie nced the same treatment."

News of the bloody clash at Lexington and Concord
th rew Newport into a panic. Merchants were advised to
ge t their vessels to sea at once in order tu avoid seizure, and
avai lable shipping was crowded with ref ugees fleeing to
Philadelp hia, Both factions realized that the critical
moment had come, and the Tories were at first dated at
the prospect of what they believed would he an easy victory
for British arms."

With his gun s tr-ained 0 11 the town , which he: threatened
to destroy if it took the part of the rebe ls, Wallace set
about organizing the Tories and hold ing the port for the
King.

O n ;\ Jay IJ Graves, forwarding a large amount of 111 ­

telligence gathered bv W all ace, informed the Admiralty :
' r..nklin Il. U~"~r ~J. Th~ /. it"~ , )·lJi~,,, cj F<r~ SHin (~~" YUfk , 1~(l1)

Y, I, p. <;36.,40. Ila~af,~ , <i l~d a. Sfil~J.
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cJ rn eHlr I'r.lY m.lY he cont in ue,1 to LOs ; \\"c shall chc:n fully go on in
our EnJc.i\ours to Joo;f\C that !,,,,.an - .an '! Sec ur itv: \ \ 'c hJ.H' hithertc
C" nj o~-eJ unJcr th.... -'I iI.:! .anJ ~"lu .ll I....", of Gn;J.! Hrirain . .m.:! wh ich
the C i,-il p " We T of this Colon~- JI'I'CJ. u 1<> loll un J.b1c to gi, e.

T h....: J.Te Sentiments Sir. no! hJ. >l il~ ' .aJ"Flt:J. Ihc~' have been uni­
fOTml~ th e Rutc of all our Actions.

\ \ "" .aTc :'Ir
\ 'n~' Ke' I,<,<-!fully
You r I11m\ O bed ien t and
1110,1 111011111,1", Servants,

rsigned I
C has DuJ 1c, 1 l"hn Ik lp n lames Kcith13

Geor~.., RO I1; e ~ ) nJ f1all it> un " n ll ) ah Hrenton lt

wm If unteril Rohl f ,' rguso n ' : [illt'git>leJ
Wallace probably knew only too wel l tha t [he d read of

hi-, cannon was [he sole protection left to the loyal citizens
of the town, I I i-, repl y is laconic, promising nothing specific.
C"fu in \ \'.aI1.1C..,'! ,'\m\\er to the .\ J J rt·, · :\0 16

RO!'e, RhoJ .., hlanJ ' lay
the 'Jth I ;' i)

G"'l1t1cm"'I1,
I hJI'", rcc civ eJ rour l -eller c<,ntJllllllg your ~'ntilll<'nt' upon the

pn·s.:nt .\larming Crisis, JnJ will IrJn,mit them 10 thl' .\ .lmiral br the
tirst O !' p" rtul, it,l - it is Ill y DlllY' .IlIJ l "d in,ll ion to gil c ,., cr.' Assist.mcc
JIIJ Protectiun in Illy Power to lI is .\1 .,j<:>I,I', Ln.' ·JI ~ubj<:<'l" [ am ,

(;" l1 tk lllen.
J,I1ll" S \\ ·.. llucc.

T o \lc~,n DuJlc~' , Rome, H unte r &ca &.-.. .iC,l

'Cbntr o I)u.. lrv (l-l-.\ 'q,l) ~ n En, li."n,.n, ••• th, I,., R·••·. I ' ·"ll"" .., . nd
s ~".~'" " j ,h. C~.I "n...t S ,...,,_ ""i n, ~rJ" , in,rd in \-,,~ , h' """, ,,,,,hr, , 1- " ,
h. d. d ,,, Ihr R_ ~ And . ub-o.q n'ly ..' u, nr J 10 [ n ~ l . nJ . .. . lo;n.,.,. ,II. , , . I , p. ,1" 01 .

. ..... S ,," 1.
IOD,. W; l1 ; ~m lI "n"..... ~ ""."h r h• •i<i~n "h ·. "I,J In J",r! in I -;~ .

II. "N,n ~I\. in.d ~ r"mi n ~nl J",.;,i , n in ' hr ""n ~n" in \-;; ' rl"'in l ~d

.... ' . on ,,/ Ih. Rh <><l, I. h nd R'~ IJTM" nl rai..d I" f " ,,~i n " \ ·, ,,.. n I' . In' . In \-61
hr m.rr ird I). bo ,r." \ h lt-. n" d. .., b'Tt ,. f ( ; d,,~~, 'I.!a I... or, un. ,. j "" - J"" ' "
....lt hi", """h. l\lo, Il, . H unlTt trnu in, d ,uun,hh' l" u l , .. ' hr t",".. n I, u",
lb. ""~inn i nll" " f t hr ' ''n'' '''·'..~· 10 hi, ...., h " "' ~" r' :" in I--~. G, ... ~ ~ C
\ la , on..f Udlr _/ r.j~it., Chr.-" ( ""ur"'I , 1~'III) r. \~Il,

'" J " hn 11. 11 .. ~•• ",.jot in ,hr IIt i, i, h ."m,' "h" h, d nurri ," \1.., ( (;r'"')
ll" l l ~' .....,10,• • ,01 , h. m~"h.,,1 "u,·I .." , ;,. ,,1. ll" ,i ,, ~ dIT"" h,· ,nd hi. 1.'",;1"
...", ,n .: " ~ I . ,, .l "I,." h. di,d in \'-". 'I.j " .. ,,, , -r . .-it., r. Ill ,

" J " hn 11" llih", ,, ,,, , , .... " p"" plo)"i,i.ln , " •• ",,,,, ;rd I" "",.l1\n:< 1I ,,· " ' '' n.
d"""h,« nf 1.lhl,,1 H.. ",,," (1"11\·1 '''-) ,,,d ,i>l« .., J,hl,.1 H" ",,,,,. 1.1...
Hri, i. h ....·.,£on;"I, "h" .100 ,; ~ n . d Ih . add.... , .. "",11... ,. Il . Uib" " ,,n b",.nM'
, . u",,'" in ,h. /l,;,i,h n"y ..",in, ,hr R, ,, d"I ;"", . nJ 'II" ,lor I' r ." r h.M hi~h

ruhli' o ffi< .. in ..., .. . S, ,,,i~. II , d i, J . , 1I,);t .., S ..., i" t~I I~ . ", lo in•• o/'. ilr.,
'. I, p. ;0"

I ~ I hn .. boon> un .bJ .. " lind .In' ' . ...k .....'. ro R" bcTI r ..r,u.. n. "~r<..... ".

"" \Cr ,.n .\".m " .. in "'"" 1"''''' fl... I i H .. ,"4" onu rt m ,hr "h ..
P'''P'"''-'' w,,/i led bn . u,,", " f hi . I ,n .""p..h, .

IS J ilh t ... h" h. J ,.., iJ ..d in A " . f ,r .... . ,h I,,, ' '' ' ' ',
II .. "i ..d in t ·~O . nJ;. bu,'"'' in T, i n il~' (b ut<t•..•·~,d . \I .."n, _, . 'If.:p. I"~ . '

II J~h1....1 H t ~n ' '' n (l -~II.B"~ 1 • n ,· f J~bl~~1 ~nd Fun , ~. (Cu n. ' nl R,~n'" n

.. ~ • • n~Hj " ffi, n J uti n, ,h~ ..... J." t , ;.;nll" t" ,h. t.nk " I T<.t ••J", it~1. II,

.. •• ,h. I.,h .... " I Sit .1,.hl,,1 R" n' " n. "I"" Il<i,;.h .Jm;,.l. b"tn AI S . u p" " in
1--0, T h. I..,. f1" ",,,,, ••,,,,,, " 'T< eo,,, ri, Ilt. , , J b,· ' h, R,h"d. ,.l,,,d 1I""'· ....n·
m~n' Ju ,in, ,h. ".... t'pJikr, .r, ,if" " 1, p. i,-,

( ro bt' m fl l ;fl u"d)

Book Reviews
F. .TI)· R , h9b" th , D,H't< mn tu J Jl h t-,,j..Jl Stuli" "f F.''1 iliN ,ptJ
F.'·" '1ls in Ihis P/'rm'l lA fh C9/"'1.\" T'~"'1 !hi1', B: RichJr J LeH aron
Bowen. Velum... II I. I'r i'-"ld : ' printed, Rehobot h, \l ~ ......chu>c tl>,
I Q4 i!. x, l!lop, 14 illu,tulion ~, ~ LOO.

For rhe hcnellt of those who Jo not know the earlier I'n!um<:i in th is
remJr l ..ble eerie •• it shoulJ he l.liJ that this i. not ..n ordinarv town
history writ ten to popularize ils sut>joxi with those who kno" liuie about
it, E..ch ....Iume is, rather... COIl'-'(: lio n of monognph. which either
preo;ent and S!uJ:" s ornc docum ent or bri ng new doc ume nts JI1 J inter­
prcrations to bear nn single subject •. T h... sl.,' le hJS thc crisp, fact ual
'1ualit.,· of J kgal brid, the t." pc is ' mal! but clea r, and th<: binJi n/o: and
inde x have the soti J efficiency so J eJr \0 the heart of the [if,rJri ..n and
r...searcher.

\\ ' ith justin' \l r, Ho" ...n JcriJes the popular 1nJ profession JI his'
torians who bJS<." th ... ir brooJ /o:cneul il.J tions on Amer ican H istor~' upon
vague ..nJ supe rficial misinformation 11''''ut the: events with whic h hc
J",l!s with such thoruul(hnes>. H is own plssion for the record is remi­
nisccnr of John Srnith, the mill ...1 ..nJ to"n d ... rk of I'rol'iJ cncc: , who
when his house "Js N,in/o: burned b: ' Kinl( I'h ilip' , InJ i..ns, had the
prescn~ of minJ to Cl.t the town records into .. pon d, whence the~' "'cre
later ri.hcJ 10 tun,mit their informat ion to pOSleri,~',

King Philir \ w..r be/o:an ,i u, t o'er rhc Rehoboth line and ended in
Ihe town it""If, M' this volume J,;.;um,', J much wider importunee th ..n
the ord inarv town hisrorv. ' Ir. B owen hJ' not been con tent tn describe
the impurt~n\'e nf rh... I\,; r to the town, but ha' l1ude the mos t importJIl!
Ilu, lr of thl' w..r aud it> hi,torian, that this ,l/;c ner J!ion h." prnJuceJ, li e
/o:I'c, the belt cririrn l c"Jlu .ltion of the three contcm porJr~' histo ri.rus,
Jn J marshals hithcrro unpuhl i,hed d"cu mcllts tu Cht 11<:" li,l/;ht on the
liar, T /,e Rh"J e I.land JnJ I'J~ mou t h Colol1'" camp..igm ..Ie T<'<:um,
ine J in deuil JnJ illu,tUlc:J with unu,u.1 elfecti"enes> bl' ",et iOIl' of
the l 'n ited ~UfC; topographicJI surn:: nup>. .



RHODE 1:'1..-\ :" .:1) If I ~TORY

.\ Ul<ln,lo: Ih,· h ith"nu unus,..J sou rces on which \Ir. BOI'en draw fur
m..lni..l on King r hil ip ·. \ \ 'H HC t he lo n,lo: narrative pocnu " f .I con ­
lempuru,' . ll..·..co n Phil ip W..ller uf RehoNn h. Besid.-s Ihe ,uhj,"('t
maucr, th" h..nd, Ih" spclling, and the g"ne J I"gy of the auth or ~'e t hur­
ough l ~' F:<>ne in to, T o iIIu ' l r~ l e hi! point I h~ t verse w..~ more po pular
in fhe oolooi..1 f"-'r ioJ t h~n ha~ been supposed, h<: cit". J pet il ion for a
b nJ gunl rfl"ICnled in that form. II.· giH'~ 1\\ 0 ChJpl" " 10 thorough
biugurhical ..nd gCIlI'JIORiu l sluJi". of Ri, h;lrd \ \·right. the or g..nizer
o f Ih" ~"d"nl . I..tcr Rehobolh...... rtlcmcnt• .Ind 10 C.ilrl ~ i n l ;.....r/l:e
W ri,E: hl, the miliury man wh ose success with the I..d i e~ led him Juwn
the rr inHOSO: IrAil frurn \I......chuserrs to l'Ivmouth to Rhod e hh nJ to
rhe X ew :'\,·t hc rl..nd!. with p.lU"",' in ja;1. ' By rro,' inl1: th at th ree sup­
p<lM:dl~' i n di ,'i J u ~1 Gco r/l:e W rig ht> were in hct this one hlilh" srir; 1 in
d itfeh 'nl Nl,-,-"n. \ Jr. Bowe n hJS ~dd"d ~ pi'-lu.l n,~' 10 t he gene .lI<1:.'· of
thouu nJ. of ,l mcriulli.

CI.IFF ORIl K. ~111"" "

A""..11', /. ,m e, T h.. J( i/tr,r," "i J /. itrl.. Str ut in Prr,f" iJ .." ce, fl.,
C;corgc Leland \1 iner. Providence, ,-\lernl.ln - ~und.lrJ I' relo6. 1 94 ~ .

19 11 , u XI' i r- H .OO,

\ \ ' r;llen ! !,<ml~ n......,..I~' in unstu died ;(~l" . \Ir. \I ine r's account of the
c..rly Ja." of :\ ngell's I.~ne i. informative AnJ pleasam re..J ing. It is ~ . if
.. leclur er " ,re: "1 inle n·..l ~ to b,' A~ide his J ocumenleJ nore. 10 te ll 'UU
how Ih inl!' .Irpc.lr to him. hnw th in1s mu,t o r m..~' hJH t-e"n. rr< ,Ju~ ing
me..n",hil., .. d c<cr linle lk" teh or 111'0 !(I prOle th ..1 th is W.l. so. r~ne ,

thUi g;I'n ..id lU {.I.-t • .Ind one \' iew~ r"Jlil\ ", irh lisi nn. .
Wilh T homJs ..lngell' s hur\l""hATe Jul ..~. its foe..1 po; nl , Ihe b.... k t el l~

of I'rO\'ide: nc" ;n th,· J.I~' S when young T om .-\ngdL ~mon/l: t h" hrst of
its e~ rl .l· St" ll lo:r~, hoilt ~ hom" on T o"' n ~I reet ..nd pbnteJ hi , ~rple Ir"es
on the hill .d·."e Ih" Co' e. I-lJrdh- h~d his "o n, reAched m ..nhuod. IIh"n
in the \lJr nf 11>7(, t he luwn ,,~s ru eJ ..nl T horn... .-\ ngell Jnd his
neigh hours h..d perfOTe" III hu ild agAin . .\ eentu r~' pJsled : Ih,' fm, ,,, ­
folk gn hred rn "'Jteh the huilding of lhe First H~pl i !l C hurch on Ihe
''''Ilhcrn F''' lion of Ih.· home~h.lr" 101. where Ih" .\ngell's hou.... hJ,1
stoo:,J; 0" th" nurt t." rn si,le . \ ngcl l'~ LJne ran iii ' r;tn up Ihe t.ill Jl J
' I'ublid h ighwA~'.' T h"n Ih" L me w." pAnd and hou••" weTe hui ll "n
ill farth "r sid"..\ n.1 . whcn .11lot h...r ,·"nlur~' t..I,1 gun" h.,. Ihe ..lrt Clu h
",uhli ,h"J il,wl( un T t.onu s ~ t re ct. l<) n~mcJ in 1~(I ~ ....:.. Ih.· fIOrlio" of
T honlJ> ..lng"n 't L ul<' (UI otf from Ih" pre"-''' t '-\ng.,ll ~tr"el , wli,·"
H"ndi r ~tr,'et ">llIe tift~· .""·;ITS hdore t..ld cr<.....,d Ihe map. T hus th"
h<M ,l r".Kh.·s iu Sl"(" "1<1 nhj ccl i,'e. Ih., ' Iur." of th ..· ..lrt Cl uh un (ll.j
.-\ngell' . L.,n.., in I'w ,' i,lcn"e.

My th e u' e of nu m,'rous ..harl s In,l map,. p ropt:rl" {" h 'Il\ ~'·.\ in the
in lerl "n ing ~" J" And bter in the t.oIJ ing, of Ih.. C luh Jr,' lllJd " ,,\ n 'p'

~;"n~J1y e!.:~r. O ne cannot hut admire the ('hnrnin,l: ~nJ criccrivc (01", ­

mg of th,· "nJpA~n J'l,i"in/o: T h" nu s ~tad .'~ il i~ luJ .1'. And Ihe
I.'F',gr.lphicJl skill and prcsswor k h.,' meJns of which half- tones, ~ilhouclle' .

,hJrt" nul's, JnJ pen - ~nd pencil-,l..I' hc' arc nlA,k I" minglc with
th" text ,

T h" hisrorv " f Ihe Cl uh i. rich in fA,·tu.11 dctsil. O ne r<.'::.J~ "f irs
founding JnJ'i l, gro\\'ing rAin~ AnJ "f it, uri'Jl .II man", nlJtc ,,;th rhe
f"".,~,...sion " f Briel H ouse n•.J/o:" H ou se, ~n,1 ~....:In".,' H,u leigh' s beloved
'lu,I,,,, th" "'l e u r-J,,-Li ~, T h.., inl,·,ior of Hri,'l H" u"" i. rebuilt in it,
0\111 pragmatic w..~" wilh ~ RJlh, l el!.:r ,; l.J Hurleig h- :" i, kn ,un- JnJ ,
H J~t i ~I~<. T h" hig h second-no.. r g~l1er~ knJs ihdf In varicd p.Istime<­
l'~h,h'l,ons. tu s. «5tumc Nils, r1J~I, mu.icJk., 11I.mkr' nil<:hh. Jl1i,t.·
llI,e:hl" ..nd rhe frol ics of Ihe "' r i d J~' Knil<: h ls.

T he <o:(li"n is full of nJm el And elknli..1 "~I'I.ulAlj(m, T he record of
the origin of the u ried ~ ll d cxot;,· dC'<"'or~tion! in th" r;Oh fll " ...• Room,
lh" D utch Kitchen, Jnd t h e CJhn"1 i. 'luite inulu.lMe. T h" ;r \I h~ JnJ
\\h"rcfore ..r" .. p..rt of the rich Ir~dilioll1 of the C luh... l1 tt., lileh' to

h.."" beco me con fused or lost if nOI ><:1 JO\lO while m"mof\ lin,. :rhe
n..m,.., "f e..rl~· members "FP""ring on Ihe",", rJg..·• bring Jd~nitc ~"'r">'l'
Ali li". to the minJs o f IhUiC who I,mg hA'e lno"n the C lul>. \ \ ' e \lh"
n" ;0 bk-s>eJ know how IhL"'SC 1":01'10: 1(.,l"J . "h"l Ihn " u re ..nJ .... id
;lnJ Jid . \ \ Je hne mem c rv- p jc tures dnrl., "t"'h,,J lIiih;n ou, minds.
HUI for rOll er i t~· '. ule one could \\;.h IhAI \Ir. \I i n~ r hJd written .Iowa
hi, mcmorv-pic turcs of the A rl ; ~U whom he must h..,,, lno"n SO well.
\ \ '" "i,h he h..d con tin ued 10 include ,unning conuncuts " n ,hi, JnJ
IhJl; "r had g i.'en "er NI piclu res of th" x.. ;ell AnJ I:>cJU" "f th" '·'.oHume
"..11,. or of th" g.lmh.,1. of the "r i d A~ K n i" h l '~ T h" re i. ~<;",rn "rlcnl~ fur
,moth"r hool ..roul the Cl ul-. iii ..rti." ..,d Ih,ir "orks. In Ih" pr.'...,nl
I"Ium", how"..., r. \l r. ,\ Ii ne r h.lS J UOe "h..t il~ title (,,,II. tor. II " hJ'
"rill"o the h iHor:-' of ~ little . 11<',,1 .. n,1 "i\<"n Ih.. ha,i ..· f..d, .. N>ut Ih"
C I..I- tha I has JnrninJt"J il thes<: .i,\" H .. n.

Ie i, eJ, ' to ",",e th;lt Ih is i. hiJ 'tre~ l: Ih..1 he 11 ... li.",1 " il h it fur nunl'
.'e ..rs. in his mind . io h it J,·li,'i li,·•• ~n d in hi, h, ..n . :""" he h.,; gi.e~
u' ~ur all t ime Ih" fruits o f hi~ IJN1ur. thus I'uttin" u; .leep l.,' inl" hi. Jel'l.
Il " 10"" hop<:J th J I ol h,·" " ill join in Ihe I' ,..,i,kn..... 'H'·" I, writin ~
fa.'!. : '\ stree l is gonJ tun lu h",,, t"r ;I I'd ' T hn ,· Jr" m.rn.' in I' ,m i,kn..·~
,trllm n.ed uf Jd"r lion. Inl;' I n,,,, r.., .Il<:'· of d""ir (u Jurtu l pa>t , IiI' from
" ur gr.tsp, Hopl in, ~" ....'I. I'u"' er. ~"u l h \ I.,in. :'\" ' Ih \I., in. Culleg..,
lI ill. :'\ort h Cuu rt. ,\ le"lin ,lo: ~trn l tn Ik nd i l. ~milh lI ill. \\ 'est rnin;(e r
." l re" l. \I .trl ..,t ~'-lu., re - "'.Kh h.1S J tal.- to Id l. .lnJ ,·.,dl j , houn,l to l,~'

,]uile .I, r,·w.1Idin ,l:;' f'u. ;I> '\11,10:.-11', 1"llt.., 1t.I> r rm ",I I" be.

\1 \ ~ ' . I~ I.T B. ~11r.r. \\~ r. I ,



Rhode Island H istorical Socict v
L I H IL \ R \' H oiav

\ Iundar through Friday. 9 ;Ofl to 5:0p
)"h" I:,',~n/ I/" u .'(· rl'il/ ;'1' ..1',.,1'; T"r"//1' rr'r"il',~1 ,III; .\uI/I'/1

,1./lr'H""II.' 'If/Ii! ./f/r!' Lr'~'," f), Il'.

i'\cw .\ lcm bcrs
f rl,n l.l" \' 111 h",r 1, f'JI,\

\ Ir. George C.. \rnuIJ. Jr. \Ir..\Ihcn \\ '. 1l" " J rJ
Philir Ib c, hclJ <: r. \1.1). EJ jol',,,,,,,,..L R. I.
\ Iis RuhJU HriJ jol' (urJ \ I rs. H u n 1..",1> hcol-<-

.. ' 'J .. I \ I r..\. T e'n r \ cl L,min" 111... 11erSl e. .... . .
.\I r. Lcrov Palmer Cox \ I r. In,1 \l rs. ,\l£r<:,1 it 1.<' 111" 11

\\' ,,,;ns.-.:1 el, R.1. \ l r. l' .lull "" ingcr
\ I r. C enrge H. (; I " nJcnn i n~ \ Ii" \I ., r~\ ll n Lippiu

C I('el1 ll ' ,,-,,1, R. I. \ lr . I" hn 11. \1 ( \1. ,1"'11
\ Ir. Rockwell (-;rJ' - \ l i,,;·(;I.,,!n 1,:. !'.lull

"

' " [ 1I ri,I;,I, K. I.
.lfflngton, .... . \ 1 .. 1 h ' .. ' h 1_ I'. "',1 P :-. ...K mull.

\ l rs. Jusep hC. I IJTh\(:1I l .inlc CmUPUI11 , R. I.
\l r. II . F.J" JrJ H ill \ Ir. lnJ \ I r,. ci a llu in ~.lule

( ireenwoo..l, K. I. \\'e.! \\' IT\\ id. R. I.
\l r. Ch,ulcs C. Hor tun \Ir. Philip Il. Simond •. Jr.

Rumford, R. I. \ I r. J"""l' h I'" \ru n or

T hil I>ring. Ihe I"IJI mC'ml>cr,hil' I" 1.11".

Fall E xhihitions of Silhouette-
II< 1he ph" I" .o: r"j' h "" Ik,: t i" n "f t ile Kh,,,lc h 1.m,lll ist" r;c.ll :,;,,·ict.1 "re

,,·ler.<I silh<luel1<" , "f'I',lH'ntly m.rdc 1>," the sanu- ani' l. O ne " f the' c' i,
' ''e.l ,I. J11 illu'I~Jti"n on th<: ,'mer "f thi, i".ue; J 'lHlher i, of I" hn K.
1I.,rtk ll . In lonl!' hJnJ JI the l>"lImn of the Il"rtlell silhouette is 'wrill"n:
" Talen "hik I I'J' CJ,hier of th<: ( i1<>b<: " Jnl in 1~ H. The uti" hJJ
f'"m,. ncar the 1"" 1 ( ltli ..·<: Ih<:n in :';'u th \bin ~tr<:<:1 J few J'.'T> helm'
Cullq.:e ~1.. \ IJ.r)o:e number nf limibr ,·ullin.o:' were !luJ<: of rruminem
,ili"n,."

.\ .... srch "f th, I' rm i,lc"m"e /) i/~" ',n· plll>li,h<:J in I" H, reveals no
(LIller "f ,ilhoLleu,... , JnJ since \I r. Bartle tt Ji.! nut men tion hi, n.l111<', il
111J'· l-c u ,rn'r! t" think of him J' J11 itjncr.mt " " rl er . wh"", ,·i,i ! in
I'n;1i.lenn' II," "f ,h"rt ,ltHJli"n.

It is !he dcvin- "f Ihe ~"eie l " I" h,lIe ;l loan <' , !Iihit i" n " f , illw"elln of
KI1< d e "b ll ,l <: r~ ,luring the l;ll' ll t h ~ " f OCI"J,.-r and :\ "I·embn " f thi,
Y<:,lr. If YOLl hJI'<: silhouette th.ll .\'O m arc I, illing to Icn,l us f"r thi,
,..·..."i"n. will ~·"u 1<:( Ih<: lil>uriJn Ln"" of {hem;

e. P . vt.
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