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of th,.." flowl" r painnnss , d" pkling more Iha n liv.. hunu n' u r.' \'"llplr '. of the fiOrd
of R hod,' h la nd. ~b n )" of the m bt'ar a nolalion of tl,.. dat<· :lnd plan· wht,ro­
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M r. P..ckham w,,, l'Ofll In Provid e- nce, J un,· 4, 181 2. ,'nd di,-d (kto!Jn :1Il,
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of "ny locali lY bdoH' lh .. "d""nl of tl... {"amr ra. It i. Ihr r,.(o]'(' il plr'", ,,n' 10 1'1'.

produe.. for our ,.,." d,'", Ih l, cxampl.. of !','(''' ham'. vr ry impurtalll hu t 1,·,;('1'
known artistic work-

WHY RHODE ISL:\ XD OPPOSED
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by H ILL" ,, :- ~{ETC "' LF B IS II O P

T'n r; P AP ER :\ [ ONEY ERA

[Co nt inued 'rom / anu aTr , 1949, », 8 , no. t , p. /0. ]

D rutxc Til E W AR for Independence, Rh ode Island politics dis­
pla yed a mu ch great er de gree of harmon y than was typ ical of the
thirteen sta tes. In most of th e northern and middle colon ies the
larger pa rt of the LIpper class opposed independ ence. This was
not the case in Rh ode Island , Although Newport had its T ory
element, the proportion of T ories as a whole was mu ch sma ller th an
in most of th e other sta tes. Per ha ps ma ny of th e merchants pr e·
(er red compromise with Great Britain, but th e aristocracy of wealth
a nd abi lity in th is sta te went with th e revolutiona rv tide. a nd as a
result th e leadership remained in the same experie nced hands wh ich
had led the sta te for man y years. The st ruggle with Great Britain
end ed the long drawn ou t " 'arel -Hopkins feud . M anv of th e issues
wh ich created bitter internal confl ict in ot her sta tes had been
s et t led in Rhode Island long before the Revolutio n. T he Charter of
I66 3 had establi shed government 0 11 a broad dem ocratic basis. and
until the changes prod uced in the ninet eenth o-nturv by industrialism
th ere seems to haw been no significant effort on th e part of any
sect ion of the pop ulation to chan.l!;e th e fundarnerual lavv of th e sta te .
In th e ann ual state elec-tions from 1775 to 1786 o ffices were freq uen tly
filled without cor ne-t . and such rivalries as occu rred were a result of
personal d esire for offi ce ra ther tha n deep-sea ted economic or po lit­
ical d iffere nces. Like Englan d in a later period , Rhode b land unt il
17R6 was a democracy with u pper class leadership,

The ciuhtecn rh centur-y in Rhode Island was a n era of ris in ~

power and in fluence of th e mercantile class. In a broad s(:nse the
mercantile interests consisted 1I0t only of thr- merchants and traders.
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hut also of the pri va te creditors. the- man ufacturers. a nd th e lawyers
- few in n umber hut influential ill po litics. The Revolu tion crea ted
a large public debt and hen ce added to the mercantile class.. a new
group of pu blic securitv holders. The more important merchants
of the sta te .....ere engaged at the same tim e in several of the above
activities. T he Revolution abo shift ed the center of mercan tile
influence from Newport to Providence.

Th e one issue wh ich cont inued to divide the po lit icians of the
state during the ea rly war ycars was the q uestion of paper money.
Pa per money was an old sto ry in Rhode Island. and the stru ggle
between creditor a nd debtor had been a persistent source of co n­
fhct in the col o nial period . O n th e q uestio n of in fla tion the rem­
nants of the la nded a ristoc racy. m a ny of whom were heavil y in
debt, w ere likely to join forces wit h the yeom a nry. "T he gen ius of
o u r po pular Government has a lways favoured debto rs ," wrot e David
Ho well , " they being the most num erous Class of Freem en & voters."?"
On the o ther ha nd the mercantile class had the advantages of wealt h
a nd educa t io n , su perio r pol itical ski ll. a nd greater experience in
o ffice. Altho ugh the leadershi p of the state was la rgel y in the ha nds
o f the com mercia l cia...." un t il 1786. it shou ld not be a....sumed tha t
they al.....ays had their wa y. T h us merchants were forced to com pro­
mise with co untry sections of t he state on t he quest ion o f state duties
on imports in 1783, and at the o u tbrea k o f hosti lit ies with Great
Bri ta in the agrarian majority were victorious on the q uest ion of
pa per money to finance the ne ..... anny.

I n spite of the dis location o f trade. the war years were Yl'a~ of
prosperity. The fo reign loa ns and the expenditures o f Great Brita in
and France to fin ance their armies and navies in this cont inent
resulted in a n in flux of hard mone y. P rices. eve n in terms of gold
a nd silver, were high . T he hi~h prices made it possible for th e
mercanti le a nd creditor in te rests in 1780 to repeal t he legal tende r
laws of the Revol utio n wit ho ut much opposition. A" soo n as react'
wa s co ncluded. there was a trem end o us in flux o f goods int o this
co untry from England." The exod us of specie to pa y for t he su rp lus

-oavid 1I0w",Ulo Brown and B,·n.on, ~la r(' h 26. 1792. Kkh ol;u Brown Papn •.
"'During th... first two lean aft"r the war il is ... arimated Ihal lh... imports from

England 10 Ih... United S tar es arnounlrd to Ihirly million dollars, while- thr
r1IfI:ru f"!m Ihi, cou'Hrr to End and w"r'" onl}' br lwrrn ril{hl and ninr million
do Ian . Tunolh ~' Pilkin Sia lisriea/ I 'it" , af /lrt Com moa of Ilr t U"iltd S tllftJ
( !'i ...w Hav...n. 1835) pp. 30,:1 1. '

of imports brought deflation and a Sf" 'crr fall in p rices. It iJC> claimed
that in the spr inn o f 1786 R hode Isla nd farms a nd stoc k were being
sold at public auction for Yl to ~ o f their \"ai lle . z~ .-\ paprr m oney
advoca te maint ained that in w ashington County there were " u p­
wards o f 100 actions" at the February. 1786. cou rt term . " more
than ever wa s b ro ught to a court for 20 yr a TS past . the b ill" o f cos t
o n which amount to more m oney than there is in circulation

in t he Countv.":"
T he new problrrn o f t he public deb t created by the war intensified

the old creditor-debtor co n flict. O ne mont h before the Convention
met in Philadelph ia to d ra ft the Federa l Constitu tion . a well- in­
formed w riter in t he Providen ce pre~,.... states:

TIl{' people of the Uniu-d Sra tc-, a rt' now divided, and han ' na tu rally
thrown tht-mwlvr-s into IWO great classes. or partius. and which are
of tell di"tingu ished hy the n.unes ~f" r("antik a nd Landed Intt'fesls. O n
one "ide, are all the holder- of rln- Pu blic Securitie-. and t!UN' interested
in tilt' payment o f the national debt, at its liquidau-d nomi nal \';due in
,;po:Til'.- O n the othe-r vide, art' the -ubcraruial ~Toll1anry of the country.
and dlO"e who are not po: ' t ...-ed o f any. or o f hut a ' mall part of th ese
Securities. and the -e wh( c: Inte re- t it i" to han' th e public debt dis-
ch arged in the ("a,it·.;t manne-r. Into o m' o r nth"r of t1W'>l ' «las-es 1II()~ t

of th .. inhabitants of the Uniu-d States will fall.Zt

Rhode Island's share of the Continental debt was estimated at
$900.000 in I i86. z,~ The recognized state debt is harder to calculate,
and the est imates made by the Legislature ranged from around
$-1-50.000 to o ver S600 .000 .zOI I n addition . the state had large
un-euled claims aua inct Congress for militarv expenditures in the

: :x....·port .Htt~ lI r)- , Frbrual) 20 , .-\ugu~1 7, and 21. 1786. [ Prov idence)
C', S . CIr'o"idr , Joh- 27, 1786.

- ._\ Plant ·· ~r"'1JOrt .Httt~ 'l· . Frbruar) 20. 1i 8h .
....On th.. T -c Grrat Partie•• or Inlr rr. U, ...hi('h no.... divid ... Ihr P..opl.. of this

and thr l'nit ...d 5 1.. lr•• and th ... :Xrcruit y of th ... ir \Jninn lor thr public good,"
(Pro,-idencc) U. S. CIr ' o" idt • .-\priI 19, 1787.

,...·Rrutus;· :"r....port 'uttll,,)'. Augu~ t 21, 1786. By 17!lQ rhis amount had
incr,·as<·d to o"'r .IS I.OOO,noo, Hamilton in his famous " First Ik porl On Public
Credi t" in J a ll u a r~ , l i~IO, ...J1illla l...d rhe for..i'ln drb t al 'S11 ,71O,:178 6~ /90Ih.
and th,' donw.t ic ddJl "I 'S42,~14,085 94190thsor a tot,,1 or 'S5~,124,4ti4 56/90 ths.
By the rllk of apJlorlionuwnl u"' d unda lh.. Arliclrs of Confrd"ra tion Rhode
f,land', quola of Ii... Contim'nlal d.'bl would ha..r h....n appro~irr];otdy $1.16:1,676
or I /~lth of th,· tcml laubk propntj' in Rhode h lol nd according to thr 1783
... srimaee.

....Brulu~ ... ibid .,' Rlrodt I sla" d If ell a"d Rno/N'J, March Sr ..ion, 1787, pp. 15­
17. 5 ...r aho "Sial... of Ihr 'lr- asurv of R. I.," February 24, 1789, Nicholas Brown
Paven .



wa r. In 1788 it was estimated that the claims againsr Congres.s and
that part of the recognized state debt which ha d hem spent in the
commo n ca use totalled over $2.(XX).l)00.2; Later estimates were
as high as $5 ,000,000, Wh en in 179:l the accounts between the
states and the Federal Govern ment wen' ad justed under H amil ton's
plan for the assumption or the Revolutionary state deb ts. Rh ode
Isla nd's share of the total sta re debt a....sumed bv Co ngress was

1,.'l05.75.'l.2" .\ substant ial part of the Rhode Island state debt was
not accepted by the.' Federal Government, and some of it was never
paid. Considering only the debt whic h was actually paid, we find
that Rhode Island 's qu ota of the old Continenta l debt was about
I{, of the total raxnblc p roperty of the sta te; and the state's sha re
of the new assumed debt was an additional ~·~o of the a....sessed valua­
tion of the state. Rhode Island . unlike most of th e othe r sta tes, had
no public land which migh t he w id to help pay her obligat ions,

Prior to the Revolution taxation in Rhod e Island had been vcrv
light. From 1714 to 1744 no taxes of any kind were levied , and the
ent ire income of the Co lony in this thirty year period was derived
from paper mone y and the interest on the loan of such mone~..,:n Up
to I i S3 no duties on import... or exports .... en levied a.side from sma ll
duties on tonnage used to support the light house and fort. After
1783 small duties of 27'" ad calorem and late r 2Y2 % were placed
on imports." T he common mod e or taxat ion was through direct
taxes on rea l estate, polls and personal prope rty. Approx ima tely

.."Repo rt of th.. C...mmi tt .... .-\ppoinl..d hy th.. G..nr ral ..\urmbl ~· for :\d jusc.ing
the Slalr ' • .-\ccounh wilh. Ih l' L'n il l'd Sla IN:' R. I . .4. " 1 tu ti R~JD'U", Octobrr
Sru ion , 1788, p p . 7. 8. The- Fed ..~al r.o'·n nmr nl ass!"m"d Ih~1 part of rh..
n aIr d l'hl j udll:rd 10 ha ,·.. oc..n aU I~o.nll'd b~ Conll'":u or inc urred m th e common
m ililaT" dfor! , Rhode Isla nd l'Khl b,{cd d a lm. all'amSI the Feder a l Govr rnmrnl
totaHin'lI' .~5,215 .8-t 5 ,87. Ibid.. \ fa y S,·s.ion, 1792, p '. 25. EKpt'nditur~1 of
$3,782,914 W"I"<" acc..pl rd :Ind th...tatt' wa l cha rll'..d WIth payments ma dr by
Congr.... 10 Ihr .Ia{" of !S l ,777 .6081..a,·inll' a Inlanc.. of $2,~5,366 owrd. 10 Ihil
lta t... This IUm i. a good ind ica lion of Ihr r "r rt ion. of thIS .1;11l' dunn" t nr
Rr,·oIUlion . Th~ I"u..r amounl .....a. a..umrd by Ih.. Fed e ral GO'·rrnmrnt. J. W.
Rich mond «hod.. " "H.d «..""diali Dn· 'H IA.. U UID')' of IA.. «"uDI" l jO'If''''
D..b, ( Pro~'i drncr , t855 ) I nnod ucl ion, v.

" Ib id.
- II . K . Sl ok.,., Fj"a" , n ""d Ad mi"ill'Qli 01l of Prollid..n €" (&h imo~, 190 3 )

p. 122.
- R . I . .~ , II tl"d R n o/lln . j u ne, 1783. 1'1'.26,3 1 : J un.r , 17~4, p . 17. :\.dd il iona l

Iprcific dUli'" wetc ,.Ia....d on !' f....· m:-nufac lurc.d a rtld ....., In 1785 . Ib, d.• J ,;,nr,
178 "1, p. 18 . In D..crmhrr 178b rh.. dUllr! .....1"<" ra llit'd 10,5 < a~ uIIlo""" ~uc. S1n~
all dUlirl and la"rl ..,..rt' no ..... pa,'abl.- m paprr manr }. Ih .. Im JXl"I d Ull" WTrc
no minal.
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Yt of the sta te taxes were raised from poll ta xes imposed on all
adult mail'S. includine real ('Sta t(' a nd p roperty tax pa~('n.. About
03 of the taxes were 'colle.'ned from personal pmpertv and the re­
mainder, or about %, on n-al Notate.u An authority on the finances
or this state has said that a characterist ic of the Rhode Island tax
law in the eighteenth century was "it s lenien ce towards most \,·orkin .~

capital.":"

In other words. the Rh od e Islan d freeholders saw themselves in
I i86 confronted with a public debt wh ich if pa id at full race val ue
would. ,1\('\' believed. tak e from them in the form of direct tax es
over a pc.'fi:,t! of )'('ars more th an twenty IlI'r cent of their prope rty.
In this situation it is not sur prising- that they lent a willing- ear to
the advocates of paper mone y. who sugg Cl<otrd th at the public debt
be d ischarged th rou gh th e crniss..ion of paper bill..or credi t.

~I ();;t of the stales made verv little real effort to len or collec t
taxes to meet the Congressional requisi t ions. Although ilw sccurit v
holders we-rr- onl y a sma ll minority of th e population. the amo unt of
monee loaned to Conercss in the form of loan offi ce cerrificates had
been ~reat. ~ Iore monev had been subscribed in the.' Rh ode Island
loan offi("r durin g th e Revolution . in pro portion to the state's popu­
lation , than had been subscribed in any other sta te except Penn-vl­
vania .:" The large security holders in Rhode Islan d wert' mosrlv
merc hants. a nd ;;() long a; the mercant ile inte rests controlled t lu­
snue government. vigorous efforts \\,eTC made to collec t the taxes
to meet the inte rest on th e Cont inenta l d ebt. Until the ad vent or
th e Paper ~Ion('y Partv to poweT. Rh ode Island's record of com­
plia nce wit h Congressional requisitions was one of the best in th e
Union. The j our nals of Congress show that in 1784 Rhode Island
had pa id a larger proport ion of the Congressional requisit ion tha n
an y ot her stat e except South Carolina . \, hich had been allowed to

.. .. R ..pert 10 Conllrt'lS of S..cr" lal)" of Tr..asu~' on Sy5lrml of Ta"alion in Ih..
..-"n,,1 . Ia l...... .~ m ... ;..an 5 1"t .. Pa"..... Clan 3. Fina ncr. ( W;uhin ll: lon, 18:t).
1861 ) " .1, 1789· 1802, PI'. 422, 423. Th is r..port r.lirna l"" lh .. po llla ,...s al 30',
of Ihr 100al la" . Thi' ".aimal" .....m. 1<>0 hi gh 10 {hr wr i{... . I n t he 1778 " .'a illa '
li on, which wa s U!wd " nli l 17Q.'i. ont,. i"lh pa rt o f 11ll' r..m ;. illd '·r or only t I~',~

of rIll' 10 1,,1 Ia~ w:.. r' ti rna l..d to 11, · on pt'T'IOnal prop... l ~' .

" Slo l ",. 01'. .-il. p. 127. ,
- J am... ~l ad i 'lOn , W ritings. C, ....... Yo rk, 19OQ.I QIOJ ". I. p. 392. The abo,'"

calcula lion< ind ud.. onI.' Ihr amounl. ('a r....d On Ih.. books in the respec tive loan
o!fi('.... ~ldny of Ih~ R hOd~ h land l ubscr ibrrs wcr.. ;II... on Ihr books of thr O1hrr
' lAIn.



pa y her obligations in specific su pplies. while Rh ode Island an d the
rest of the states had pa id their req uisitions in mone v."

In Rh ode Island th e taxes were actuallv assessed dnd collected bv
th e towns. a nd wh en a tow n was delinquent the State T reasure..:r
would bri ng suit against the T own T reasurer and send him to jail.
T o he a town treasurer in Rhode Isla nd in th e period following
th e Revolu tion was a hazardous occupat ion. Before an yone would
accept th e posit ion of town t reasurer, it was cusromarv for a town
to agree on a fee which th e town treasure r would rec~h'c for each
day he might have to spend in ja il. In loo king through the Town
M eeting Records of the var ious Rhode Island towns for the per iod
we arc studying, this writer found eleven towns in whi ch th e Town
Treasurer was committed to jail usua lly for substant ial periods-c.
chiefly in the yea rs 17HZ and 1781:1 .-,

A condition whi ch made the taxes even more odi ous was the fact
that to a large extent the securi ties, both Cont inen tal and state, had
passed from the hands of th e or igina l subsc ribers into the ha nds of
the merchant and moneyed class, .....ho pu rchased th em for as litt le
as % to % of their face va lue.:" Most officers of the Continental
Arm y were able to keep possession of th eir securities; bu t the common
soldiers, who had fewer resources. were invariablv forced to sell
th eir "final settlements' for a small fraction of their face value.
The soldier who w as forced to ~11 his cert ificates at say 2 shillings
8 pence on the pou nd , or !Is of their value. felt that he had been
chea ted of Va of h is a nny pay . W hen he .....as com pelled to pay his

" In 1781 . Gongr .... r<:'q u isil ionrd Ihr slalrs for $8,000,000 to pa y Ih.. i n l" ""~1
on the .Cont lne n tal debt. By th ....nd of 1783 thn'" ~Ial{'s had paid nOlhing. At Ih..
same tim.. So uth Carol ina had paid h..r qUOla in full in sp..ri fic suppU..s. R hod..
Island had paid 30'7~ of th.. r..quisi tion in mon..y. Penr uvlva nla had paid n..a rl y
th~ same p.ropo rl ion as R hod.. Is land , whil,' Ih.. rrsl of th ...Iat"s a t Ih at li m.. ha d
paid very li tt!... Jourllills 01 t1u Conl intlllill CongrtJS (April 27, 178 4 ) (Washing_
ton, 1928 ) XXVI, p. 309 . . .

- At that t ime th e sta te had 30 law",. As thc T ow n ~{ """ I i ng Rr cord, a... no t
comp1ct.., Iln-.c prohablv Wf'rr o ther instances of Ih .. Town T r..asur.. rs' !x-ing
committed to jail. 5"0:- a loo: J oh n R. Bart lt-tt , ..d., RUaTdJ at tht Colanl'''1 R hodt
IJIlJ nd . , . ( Provid~nce , 1856-6 .5 ) ' -.9 . p. HI

,"Sccur it ici w..re q uot ed at the numb..r of ,hi lling~ rt'quired to huy a crrti firat..
with a Iac.. va lue of a pound. I n :\fay, 1782, Connnental s..curities .....ere sold fo r
IO/,or Onr half rac.. valu.., I n D"er m lte r, 1782, th ey ,old for 6i8. Br the
sprmg of 1 78~ Ih.. cas h p rice was 3/6 and b~' Decemb..r of the sann ~ear 3 /.
By 1786 Co ntm..nt al I..cu ri tirs reached thr ir low,'st prier of around 2/2 a nd 2/3.
Th", last figure would Ix- on e-nin th of th ..ir face valu.._ Th.. above quolalions a re
ta ~ ..n f.r0m !h.. N ich olas Bro wn Pape rs, oth ..r manuscrip t sourers, and a few
p rrces IIsl ed m th e press.

portion of the taxes to pay the interest and principal, not only on
the 01 part which he received but also on the Va which he had
lost, he felt that he was being doubly chea ted.

Th is writer wou ld agree with H am ilton that in order to establish
the credit of the infa nt na tion on a sec ure basis it was necessary to
pa y the public debt in full; and since some sta tes had carried a
larger share of the financia l burden of the war than others, some
adj ustment of the -tatc d ebt seemed fai r, As for the ind ividual
srcuritv holders. pe rhaps greater just ice wou ld have been ach ieved
if some distinction had been made between the origina l holders
an d the posscssors at the time of the financing arra ngement. In this
way some compensa tion might han ' been allowed to those or igina l
subscribers or soldiers who, be cause of the im po tence of government
under th e Art icles of Confedera tion. were forced to suffer consider­
able loss.

Hamilton wi~c1y real ized that th e most likely method of pav ing
off the pu blic de bt was through impos ts and ot her forms of indi rect
taxat ion . 1n this way the contribution of eac h taxpayer was d isguised
a nd indirect. T hrou gh the system of direct taxation on lands and
polls used under the Art icles of Confederation. it was possible for
eac h taxpayer to see wry clearl y how muc h he was being forc ed to
pay to discharge th e public de bt. The securi ty holders were few, and
the taxpayers were many. Under th e system of almost p ure demnr­
racy existing in Rh ode Islan d th e land ho lder, groa ning unde r an
unprec-ede nted tax burden. could not be expected to have th e same
concern (or "justice" and th e public cred it shown by the securi ty
holde rs. Th is is one reaso n why th e Federalists becam e contemptuous
of dem ocracy and looked wit h [avor on a "s upreme controlling
POW IT" to cu rb th e licen tious ness of th e people and th e exces.~e~ of
democracy.

It is ea~y to cr iticize the Rhode Island freeholders, who used de­
precia ted paper money to discharge the sta le de bt and who even
offered th e same medium to Congress in pa yment of th e Congres­
sional requisitions; but we shou ld rem ember tha t in 17RO Congress
had itself repu diated 39 /40 of the Co ntinental hills of credit, which
bore on thei r fare a promise 10 repay in gold an d silver. Ultimately
the Cont inenta l paper money was pa id off at only O IlC cen t on th e
do lla r. It was hard for the commo n man to make a d istinct ion
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between these two ty pes of the public debt . wh ich , after all, d iffered
only in form . Both kinds of publ ic promises had been i....sued to
finan ce th e wa r, an d for some time they pa....sed at equal value . The
mercant ile sect ion of the cornmunitv, more familia r with th e ways
of fina nce than the commo n people. had tended to pu t their mo ney
into loan office certificates rather than hills of credit. The great
majority of the Ireemco in Rhode Islan d. and probably in the ot her
states as well. d id no t see any differen ce between the solemn promises
made b y Congress to red eem both hills of credit and loan office
certificates : hence they thought th at both should be treated alike .
Morally. a t least. the two obligat ions were on the same basis.

T hus we st"c that in 1786 the Revolu tion ary de bt and the post wa r
deflation divided the state into two fac tion s with fundamentally op­
posed in te rests. O ne fact ion , the Co unt ry Party or the Majority as th ey
ca lled themselves. was made up of the landowners large and small ;
the ot her . the ~linority or " the respectable and virtuous Minori ty," to
me one of their own favorite phrases. consisted of the me rcantile or
commercial interests of the sta te. When the lower house of the
Rhode Island General Assembly in March, 1786. rejected a motion
to issue p.."lper mone y bv a vote of 43 to 18 th e re mit was a peaceful .
polit ical revolution in the sta te." Almost over nig ht a new pa rty was
formed. and wit h the slogan "to relieve the distress" this new
Count ry Party came to power in the election of April , 1786, with
wh at one of their supporters clainu-d was " the greatest m ajority
eve r be fore obtained in this State."3~

T he Rh ode Isla nd Legislat ure in ~ lay. t 786. issued £IOOJ.lCH) in
paper bill" of cred it , wh ich were loaned out through mortgages on
real estate. In spite of severe legal penalties on those who refused
to accC'pt the paper money at par with gold a nd silver, the money
began to decline in val ue . According to the official scale ad opted hy
the Legislature several ~ ea rs later. 3 paper hill" were worth 2 in
specie by J uly, 1786.3 \1 By September of the same year, the paper
bills were q uoted at 2 for I ; and by O ctober, at 3 for 1. Fro m then
011 the money continued its downward COUThe unt il in J uly, 1789, it
was rated at !5 to I in specie. Like the otficial table of de preciation
used du ring the Revolu tion. the scale established by the slate law

"'/ Provid..nc.. j U. S. CIt,o ni.-l~, "larch 9, 1786.
-'Bru tus," ,.... not.. 25.
- Ruo.tlJ of llt r Colo,,)' 01 Rhotlr I Jlon tl . " . 10, p_ H8_

underestimated the act ual decline in th e value of th e money. Ac­
cording to 11tH' of the hard mon ey partisans , the pape r on whi ch
the sta te had pr inted the bills had to he purchased at the rat e o(
four of the tH'W hills for one in silver. W h"1\ the legal tender feat ure s
of the act were suspended in September, 1789. it is asserted that the
mo ncy was actually worth around 20 pounds (or I in silver or gold,

From its emission in ~la y . 1786. until Septembe r. 1789. the paper
cur rency \\3." k~;11 tender (or all pa~t and future con tracts at par
with gold a nd silver, In case the creditor refused to acce pt th e
depreciated pape r at full face value in discharge of an ohli.gation,
the debtor co uld lod ge the mo ney with a jud ge. who .....ould then
-ervr- a legal not ice on the cred itor to call for th e money. If the
creditor did nut call for the money. legal noti ces (or three weeks were
pla ced in th,' 11l'WSpapITS of the state: OIl the end of three mon ths,
sho uld th e creditor still refuse th e tender, the judge would order a
full disc ha rge of the debt and the forfeiture of the money to the
sta re. The legal not ices printed in th e papen; make it possib le to
ca lculate th e extent to .....hich th e peopl e. and part icularl y th e oppo­
nent s of the Fede ra l Constitution, took adva ntage of the law to dis­
cha rge their de bts at a fract ion of their real val ue.

:\ IOl'-t historian s who ha ve written on the Rhode Isla nd p..per mo ney
svsrcm have strong ly condemned th e paper emission ac t . assuming
that th e motive of the pap('r lllom'y partisans was to defraud and
chea t the honest creditors. to sa y not hing of the sulfering "widows
and orp ha ns" !'oI) Ircqucruly mentioned in th e Federalist prc:;..,. That
th e law en-an-d a n opportunity for fraud and d ishonesty on a large
scale ca nnot be denied. However, the proportion of the populat ion
wh o ac tua llv took adva ntage of th e situation to d isch arge th eir
de bts in paper currency has ' been w ea dy exaggerated . Eliminat ing
duplicnt jons, (JIlt' find s a few over 200 lega l notices nppcarinc in
the prCl'.... It is un likely th at a creditor would haw accepted the
paper mOlWY unle ss compelled by a co urt de cision . The fact thai
only a few over '200 of rhe total popu lation of about fi8.nOD paid off
r-ven one debt in paper mOlley is signifieant. In the last year of the
I ( O~al tender ;1( 1 there were com parat ively Iew notice s in the press of
tit-blurs tendering paper currency. Even th e paplT money supporter!'
rep robated the ac tion of those who lod ged paper currency with the
judges. Xlanv who approved the UR' of paper mone y to liquidate
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the sta te de bt did not a pprove the tende rin g of pa per for de bts
oriuinallv incurred in silver Of gold. In effec t the law operated preny
mu ch like the stay laws or moratorium s passed by a number of the
states in the same per iod . Until the repeal of the legal tend er pro­
visions of the em ission act in September. 1789 , cred itors were afraid
to bring' a sui t to Iorce the payme nt of a de bt lest they be tendered
depreciat ed pa per.

T he fact that the !a...v resulted in the ca ncella tion of a debt
wh en a tender was refused was especially condemned even by the
more moderate paper monc y men ." At commo n law, the refusal
of a tender of gold a nd silver resulted only in the extinguishment of
interest after th e tender is mad e an d the exemption of th~ debtor from
the paymen t of costs in case of a su it.

The issu es in the Rh ode Isand paper money st ruggle have gener­
ally been greatly ove r simplified. The rapid de cline in the va lue of
the mon ey was neither desired nor intended by the paper money
ad vocates, altho ugh it was ca used in part by the large amo unt of
money issued an d the conditions of its emission. At least to some
extent th e depreciation of the money was the result of a desire of
the merchants to kill the pap er money as q uickly a:" possible by
rcfu... ing to give it currcncv,"! This at least was the belief held by
a large sect ion of th e po pulat ion. and th ere is st rong evidence to
:"uppo rt this conclusion. In spite of the injustices and difficulties
created by paper mone y the Co untry Part y respon sible for the paper
emission was returned to power the following ycar by a vote of
nearly 3 to L'" So overwh elming was th is victo rv that in the two
following years th e Cou nt ry Pan v was elected without opposition.
After the election of 17R7 th e ~ f i nori ty . who later took th e name
of Federalists, des paired of regain ing the control of the sta te gove rn­
ment and of a ch an ge in the public opin ion of the sta te and put
their hopes in th e Constitution and the new Federal Government
for relie f from th e baneful effects of pap er money.

Art icula te pu blic opinion in the other sta tes was p rett y severe
in condemna t ion of Rhode Island's conduct in the pape r mone y era.

"S.... no t.. 24.
" Nic holas Brown to Gcorgc Bem on. Pro" ;d"n,,... Jom.. 17. 1786, and reply by

C rorg.. B~nson , ;\......porl, Jo"lf' 19.1781). Nicho1<ts Brow n P" pn s.
' 'Th.. vol.. fo r C-TO' ·..rnor Collins at th .. head of (I I(' Count r, Pa nv ticK(·t in lh ..

ek ction of April, 1787. ....a . 2<lft9 and lhal for hi. oppon!'nt \\;ill iam·Brad ford was
1H I. ( Prov ; d ~nc.. ) U. S. Ch"",id... May 10, 1787.

I

" Rog ues b land " was the famil iar appellat ion applied to the state.
Even the Ant i-F ederalists in the ot her sta tes wished to have no
con tact or communication with the Rhode Island Ant i-F ederalists.
T he people of Rhode Island were no more dishonest or honest than
the peopl e of the othe r states. and it is unlikely that ~ of th e voters
of tha t sta te were as devoid of all honor and principle as the Feder­
alists ma in ta ined. That opportunit ies for great injustices existed in
Rhode Island d uring th e post wa r pape r mo ney era is not to he
denied. Similar inj ust ices were perpetra ted innearly all of the state:"
d ur ing the Revolut ion . A leading con tem pc ra rv histor ian . spea king­
of the .I!;eneral sit uation d uring th e Revolution . wrote: "No agrarian
law ever had a more extensive opera t ion, th an continenta l mom'y.
That for whic-h th e Grncchi lost th eir lives in Rome was pcaceablv
cffecu-d in the United States, by the legal tender of th ese depreciat ing
bilk" ~ :l Rh ode Island legislat ors in the post war yea rs made paper
money legal tend er at fare va lue not becau se th ey wished to wipe out
all d ebt s. as the ext reme Federalist s m aintain ed . bu t beca use they
believed that this was ncre:'i.~ary in ord er to maintain the va lue of
the currency. After th e mone y sta rted to depreciate, th ey believed
that doing aw ay ..... ith its legal tender q uality would destroy the
va lue of the mone y compleu-lv. Simi lar motives had led to the same
an ion by Congr ess and the sta tes during the Revolut ion . In the
South many of the la rger creditors were British merchants. This led
man y of the So ut hern sla tes in the post war per iod to pass laws
which in effect made it impossible for th e British creditors to collect
their de bts. Such la .....s were no more honest or ethica l than the legal
tend er laws of Rhode Island . bu t th e victims of this action did not
han th e same opportun ity to in fluen ce Am erican opinion that the
Rh ode Island creditors had . T hose sta tes w hich had a min imum of
popular dist urbances during th e post war per iod were gener ally
those whi ch had incu rred a sma ller debt durin,1!; the Revolut ion or
made litt le effort through taxes to pa y the sta te debt and the Con­
tin ent al requisi t ions. The s am e Iundamen tal cond itions which pro­
du red the papt~r money era in Rhode Island were responsible in
the m' igh horing sta te of M assach uset ts for Shay's Rebellion.

An extended discussion of Rh ode Island in th e paper money

"'Da"id Ram. ay. H islor,' of .hnnicaa R~lJo/ul ion. \.. 2, p. 134 ~/ teq., quote d
in Albnt S. Boll... , "l" h.. Financ ial H iJtory of th~ Unil ..d Stalts f,om /774 /0
/789, p. Iii.
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era is nOI possible in this br ief a rtic le. Since Rh od e Island in the
nineteent h cent ur y was the closest approach this continent has seen
to pure unmixed democracy, an im partial account of what occurred
when th is democracy was subjected to un precedented stresses i... im­
portant for our understanding of bot h the strengths and wea knesses
of democracy. Dist rustful {If democracy, th e f ounding Fa thers
regarded Rhode Island a... a ho rrible example of what to amid.
\ r ilhout condoning- t he excesses of the paper mon ey emission, it is
possible to say that the mu joritv or the voter s in thi s sta te were not
as d epraved as many of the Founding- Fathers assumed on th e
basis of par tisan a nd exaggera ted accounts which they received h om
their Federa list frien ds in this state, If w hat the fra me rs of the
Con stit ution ca lled the " level ing spirit" made grea ter head .....ay in
R hode Island th an in any ot her stale, it .....as causa! in part by the
grea ter burden of ta xes, in part by th e more democratic form of
govern me nt. an d perhaps abo by the grea ter economic difficulties
faced by the people of R hod e Island in the post war period .

(/0 b~ C'olllilll<~dJ
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(Co"t i" .ud /'0"1 1,,1)', J'H B. v, 7. " 0. 3 , p. 95]

l'C R St:A :'\ T TO ORI>F.R S from Admiral Graves, Captain wallace
wa s "igorously pa trolling: the ent rance to Xnrragan-cn B<lY. H is
two ships, the R OJi' and the SU'Qn. were unable to cover adequately
the th ree p<ls.sa g:~, and many vessels slipped th roug-h. News of the
ba ttles of Lexington and Concord fur the r nett led Wallacc's choleric
dis position and fired his zea l. So when he received a lip fro m his T ory
informe r in the Ge neral Assem bl y tha t Rhode Island had created
( :\priI 25) and was about to equip a nd supply an army of observation
of 1500 men,' " 'a llaf e was primed to act effectively to prcnnt it.
L nfo rt una tclv for himself and fo r the Patriot ca use J ohn Brown
arrived a t Xew port. A pril 26. with two vessels load ed with flou r.

According to th e Xewpc n .lln ClIT)' :

Last \Vt"dnt'sday [Ap ril 26J, as ~I T. John Brown, of Providt'nre, nu-r­
chant, was ga in!!; from Ihis town to Providence, in nne of t1w Packets,
tilt' Packer was stoppe-d, by order of Capt. \ \"allace, of tht' ship Rose,
and :\1r. Brown taken 011 hoa rd the -hip Swan : ~OOIl after which another
packet was stop ped a, vhr- was 1{oing up . Th......· Packets had 011 board
a quantity of Aour. which :\I T. Brown had purchased fOT a nu mber of
n ·s.;(·h he was fitting out . Part. or a ll, of the flour was taken Oil hoa rd the
ships; and the nr-xt day :\Ir . Brown was sent off in one of the Packets,
In ht~ ca rried 10 Admiral Gran's. at Boston. without having a sin,?le reason
given for his ht'ing thus violent ly l't'ized and carr ied out of tim colony ,
routrarv to a ll law , equity and ju 't in.,2

A week la in the J / n cu ry carried this item :

:\1r. John Brown, merchant , whom we mentioned in our last to have been
i l1l~ally ~'il't'd an d S("111 10 Admiral Gra\"t"i, at Bo-ron, by order of Capt.
\ \"a11ace, of the ship RO'(', on thi s sta non for the protection of rrade,
was there h onorably discharged. and hi s Flour , which was unril':'h teou, ly
taken from him, ord ered to be paid for, with damages, &c. for the deten­
lion of the two packets .

Several thousan d s, ste rling, havebeen recovered in England, for a It'"
vioh-nce th a n thai committed on the IX'fSon and liherty of Mr. Brown. 3

T his is the on ly pub lic record uf an even t w hich created a real
crisis in Rhod e Isla nd . In it t here is not hin g to revea l the na ture of

·n
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the crime \\ hicb Captain \\"a llan ,: accused j ohn Brown of com mitting.
D r. Ezra Stil('l' wrote that j ohn Brown was seized "in Revenge as is
~up[XNX1 for hi!' bein g concerned in Burning the G aspee Schooner a
year or two a~o."t Another suggesuo n was that the flOUT was intended
for the An n y of Oleervarion. a!' it doubtless was. It mattered little
which cr ime was la id at Brown's feet : under the law he could be trans­
ported to England for trial before a hostile jury, which, in all probabi l­
ity would find him /{uih y. , r ilh this dire threat hanging over him
j ohn Brown's many frie nd!' immed iately began steps to procure his
release.

The fin-t of th e-e was a rather boyish attempt to intercept the
H·$.<;('I ca~in~ him 10 Boston. Elkanah watson of Plymouth, then
eighteen ~ ears old was apprenticed to John Brown. Over fortv years
later he wrot e the following acco unt of th is attempt.

... \fr. Bmwn. havinz rontrac ted 10 <upplv the army of \\'a ~h ington

with flour. sailed for Pmvidl'nn ' wir h a ca rgo from Xewporr . The
Briri-h net having v-izcd ally American n.,.,d~ , he apprehended no
danger. altho ugh Commodore Wallis, with two tW('llIy-gun ships. by
in the har bor . H i, \'I·" t·1 wac. however. ~t· iz('d. and himself cent a pri soner
10 Roston in iron" charged with head ing a party in 1772. di~gui,ed as
Indians. which hurnt his' \ laj esIY\ schooner Ga spee in Providence river .
The charge was true, although the Brilish governme nt could never'ohtain
any evidence of the fan .. .

M r. Brown had occupied a fath er's place 10 me : I felt grateful, and in
common wirh the whole com munity. indig-nant and exasperated at his
seizure. A consultat ion was immcdian-Iv held , and it was decided 10
send an express to Plvmourh. in order I ; ) fit OUI two armed schoo!lt,f"
to inn-rcep t. if p....,ibll.. the captured tlour-ves-a-l, in her circuitous pa,­
sage around Cape Cnd , a nd rt'lease ~Ir. Brown. In the se- rvice of ~fr .

Brown. and a native of PI\'IlIOUlh, I was ent rusted with the im portant
mission. with Illy musket at my hack. I mounted a fleet hor-se, and arrived
in Plymouth hy two o'clock in the morning. a larmed the lawn by the r ry
of fire, and rOl!'t'd up Ihe CormlliUtT of Safety. At sunrisl' I wa~
awakelll'd by tht· Ix·a t of the drum 10 muster volull!t'ers for the en ter prist'.
and without Iw, ila lioll ft'll into the ranks. Bv two o'clock Ihe S~\l' aflt ·r­
noon, Wt~ 1'll1har ked on hOilrd of two dcl~p i da led fishing ~("hoolwrs ,
equi p!wd with two old ranlLon e,iI'h, with powder loose in har rels, and
ht'twl'(' n thirt\' and fort\' 1ll(,1l to a \,(',,1'1 . Illa,:k and wh ite, all offi n 'rs an d
all mell. Thu's (·qllippt:d. we plunged illto Ihe ocean. reckless of t'\"I·r~'
cOlISl'qut ·m"t'. dett 'Tlnilit,d 10 n·st·\IC ~ l r. Brown. ',"I" had no commi " ioll,
and had WI' IWf'1\ (·ap lun'd. would. ill all probabililY, [haw I been hUllt::
as piratt·s, with lill ie fonnality. Wt· cruis ..d ten da ys east of Capt' Cod.

j

withou t sucrv-s. and ht'in l.:: pu r-,ucd hy a twen ty-gun ,h ip, escaped into
the ha rbor of Plymouth . , .

~fr. Brown wa-, t-arried into Boston. and ~)(ln af ter relea sed bv theimer­
position of his brolht'T ~Io,e, Brown, a conspic uo us and infl utOnlial
quaker. and lrul y a grt'al man.~

W riting in Publicat ions of Rhode blan d Hist ori cal Soden ' Xew
Series. v. 5, p- 1 ~4 , Il(Jn . William Paine Sheffield l-ays that \\:~L<;(:m'5
account is "some what disc redited" because he places the seizure of
J ohn Brown on July 3. where as it occ urred April 22, but Sheffidd
him -elf is in error as the date was April 26. Furthermore Sheffield
~~l; th at ,ra tson rrfers to "Washington 's a rm v. when in fact that
anny was nOI oruanized t1ntill(Jn~ a fter th e seizure." ~ I r. Sheffield
was. of r rrurse . in igno ra nce of a recent Iy discovered letter from J oseph
Brown, written a t Dedham . ~ Iay I. 17i5, to his brother Xichola s
at Provid ence. J CN'ph wr ites : " But just a t about 6 oC loc k this
afternoon Seth R ead to ld me at Roxb urv that he had seene a man
th at co uld he depended upon \\ horamc rit e from Plimmouth & th at a
\"~S,("I had fitted out there after Bro ther J ohn th is is the first I
have heard of it if they rnis him & a n act [account: of the a tt empl
a rrives in the town of bosto n befor e brother John is liberated t fear
thr- con~quen("(".'i & if they sho uld thakc him we shall be puscled [puz­
zled ] a bo ut brother moses however I hope & trust that God
will with the 11M" of th e propt'r mean, Restore us a ll to each other

, "1)agam.

The first reasoned a ttempt to bring- about J ohn's liberation was an
address from a group of prom inent ~nd moderate c itizens of Provi­
dence to "our Distressed bret hren at Xcwport." This communira­
tion ... rated that the seizure of J ohn Brown an d thr- arrival of a proposal
from Lord Da rtm outh ' !S lIgg:t·...ti n~ an "Acromodation of the unhap­
py Diff erence Subsisli ng- Iwlwcrll t he T wo Coun tries" had induced the
writers '· 10 reco nu nt·nd a ."'pcl·dy, hut Cool & Di~pas.s ion al c :\Ieet ing­
of the T own of Xewport. to takc into COIl!Sidr ra tioll the Content... of
the Leller [ Da rt mo uth's ], and ~I ed it al l' Some Parifick & Consiliat­
ing :\! eaMlres for Ihe Lihn a t ioll of the ( :nlony's .\ gellt [john Brow n]
:-:ow on bo rd the :\I an of \\·ar ." M

.:'\ [o"s Brown dd i\ 'ered lilt' leth 'r tll the proper pe rsolls a t A'ewport
;md then with his brotht'r j O!ot'ph h urr in ! to Boston to persuade their
friends 10 usc in flucnrc In pwcun' J ohn' !S rcl t'"ast', It ."-eeills probable



that he also had an interview with Oovcmor J oseph \\'a nton, who
wrote the following previously unpublished letter to Genera l Gage:

Newport, April 27'h. 1775

Your Excellency's.
~ [()st obedient

H umble Servant
[signed l .l\\"nn to n

Il is Eso-lb-ncv Cencrnl Gage."

~Io~e~ Brown wa s in too milch of a hurry to wait w hile the Gover­
nor located h is clerk and had the letter written. II was sent to Provi­
de nce whence, with some ot hers to members of t he Cenncil, it
was forwarded hy Nicholas Bro wn to j oseph and Moses in Bosto n.
A pril 29, hy t he ha nd or Stephen Salisbury of \\'orceO"hT. w hen
Nic ho las lea rn ed t he next day that the gate at Boston had been
closed again he w rote joseph and M oses that if t he letters d id not
a rrive b y Salisbury a messenger shou ld be sent to "'or("('~ t er for them
as they \ve rc "of Grat Conseq uence."!"

~"" ,'­7-
-0-

J

[AprilPatrol vf SanagallJrIt Bay

Si r.
Yesterday, Capt. Wallis of H i" M ajcov's Ship Rose , Stationed in this

H a rbo r. stopped a small Sloop. hound to Providen ce with a Q uantity
of Flour, consigned to ~p John Bro wn , M erchant in that Town, who was
a Passenger onhoard sa id Sloop, with a regular Sufferance from the
Custom-House for the Flou r ; notwi thstanding which, Capt. Wall is de­
tained M". Brown onhoard Hi s Majesty's Ship Swan, and contrary to
Illy Request for his dism ission has sent him round to Boston, to the very
great D istress of his Family and numerous Connexions - The Pre text
Capt. \ Val lis may have for so extraordinary a Proceed ing , I am not
acquainted with, as he has not answered the Lener I wrote him in behalf
of ~I c. Brown ; nor Kiven me the least I nforma tion in that M atter , wh ich
renders it ll('ce~sary I shou'd address your Excellency in heha lf of this
unfortu na te injured Gentleman, and to assure you, that he is a Person
of considerable Fortun e, One of the largest Traders in the Colony. and
universally esn-cmed: hi, den-n rion, Sir, will abo he attended with the
most ru inous Consequences to hi, Business, he b-ing Owner of a la rge
Number of Ve~sels. lIlany of which are hourly ex pected. from diffe rent
Voy'IRe,: Consi dering these Circumcranccs, and the peculiarly hard
Fa te of ~Ir. Brown. in Iwing' fon-r-d out o( hi, Business, and sent such a
Dicmncc (rom Home, I hope your Excellency will excuse me, when I
intrcat vou to exert vour Influence in this Affair. that ~P. Brown mav,
withoultoo grea t l os~ of T ime, he resron-d to his Family and Business "':'"
I have the Ho nor to he. with great Respect.

4"
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M ea nwhil e other important P(TYo(JnS had exerted (heir influence
to obtain J ohn's release. Stephen Hopkins. former Governor and
pr~nl Delegate to the Continental Congress on Ap ril 26 had noti­
fied the Provincial Congress of M assachuseus of the seizure of J oh n
Brown in a lett er now missing. The Congress replied April 28. order­
Ing the removal of certain British officers who wen" prisoners of
war to the ClNody of Hopkins at Providence " ... .. to Iw made such
use of as th ey sha ll think prop er for obtai ning the liber ty of said ).(r,
Brown ." !'

When j oseph and ~ (mC'> hu rried ofT to Boston. April 28, to enlist
the aid of influential Iriend.... t hey carried with them the follow ing
letter from Stephen Hopkins to the Provincial Con~~..:

Providence, Apri l 28, 1Ti5,
C enl emen :-

~lr. j oseph Brown and ~[ r. ~ l os<'S Brown, of thi ~ place, principal
merc ha n ts. and gvn rh-men of d i-rincnon and probity, will wait upon
you with his lett er. Their hrothCT. ~Ir, j oh n Brown, of this town, mer­
chant, wa s, two davs ago, forcihly taken at Xewport in a packet, as he
wa s coming from thence with a quanti tv of flou r, which he purchased
rln-n-. H e wa s enrrit-d 011 hoard a ship of war- and confined. ,,'t'have since
heard that he is sent round to Boston with tilt' flou r. I request you to
give the bean-rs any aid and assivrnno- in your powcr, fo r procuring- the
n-lirf and discharge of their hl"llth1"l". 1 ~

H e con cluded with t he statemen t t ha t he did not favo r holding
British prisoners of wa r as hostages. The Provincia l Congress.. ap­
pointed a committee to confer with j oseph Brown and to recommend
suitable action,

On ~[onda~ , ~ f a y I. General Gage repl ied to Governor wanton:

Boslon I" . ~Iay 1775
Sir

I h.l\·e rccein ,d your 1.I' tlef o f Ihl' 27'h. .-\ pril: in regard In ~I · . B.-o\~ n

of Pro\' idence : thl' \ 'e...sd he is in. is 1101 y<"t come round , hUI I ha\ 'c
aln'ady spoke 10 th t' Ad miTal : and t'XIX'cl on ~f', Browns Arrival, he
will he dismi "t'd : a ' I dOIl '1 a s [, ic] pn ''i( 'IlI, "'C any n 'ason for hi.., det cll­
tio n.

I am with grrat R" ~ard &
(Thlllll;\S C'\f;"e]

J ohn Brown did no t rea ch 8o~lon until ~Ia\- 2. F rom a !ettt'f
\Hitt en by Xi r holas Bro wn at Prm -idC"J1 fe 0 11 Apr il 30, I i75, to J ose ph
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and M oses Brown a t Boston. we learn that this was bec ause h is vessel
went around hv Xamucket Shoals instead of through V ine yard
So und, the more usual route,II Perhaps an ear..tcrlv wind made the
10I1 ~('r rourse m ore desirable : perhaps it was taken to avoi d interce p­

tion ,
In a previously un published lcuer to Nicholas, M oses Brown

a nnounced th a t J oh n had been rr-leascd.
Boston 3,h of ~ll h 1Il0 1775

Ill-a r Brother
I have the Sauisfaetion to In fNIU Our Fri ends th at Brothe-r John is

n-It'a,'d a fter much In tercco- ion of ~lany & \'cry kind fri.'nd , a nd much
Sollicirati on 10 rhe G"n'Tal and Ad miral w-ith Whoo m my p.' rsonal
.-"n....s wa s made ( I ma y Sa y ' rh ro ni\·ine as well as hu man Invo u r ]
almo"t familliar a Dirrumsrance VCTy u nexpec ted from Iht,. Charo-tors
of Both when I r-ame from horn e, I have Seldom Seen a patn-nt humbl e
Mind mort' Xo-ded no r more Useful a nd as in proportion as I found thi s
to be mv Stare wnv wa s m ade fo r Su r cees of ih o-c Endeavors thai
Sccm'd t.-olll rinu- 1'0 lime L ....d

~fay thi s Dispt'nsalion be rightly Improved by u.. aJl - and please
10 It'll Sister Brown I have of' ten rho't o f wh at she sead 10 rue when I ~amc
away, let her ascribe the R elease of her Ilu., ban [d j to tht' Same Cause
and not to am' Hu ma n End eavours m herwise than as poor I nstrument"

among till" Ion-most in Zeal ou s Care & Exert ions thy Sel f ough t
la~dy 10 sh.m', Brother- joseph is yt't a,t Roxbury I ,~ PPOS l' an~ BTt? th t'r
J ohn I bdil'\"l' ('XIK'Ch to go to,Canll-md!?e, for r:: ra ltltudl ' 10 h" friends
Witho ut & Wit hin [ Boston ] Will move him , , .1 ••

Ali usual Dr. Stiles was p rom ptly and fu lly informed. H e wrote
in h ili Diarv for ~I ay 4. li7S:

, . , A little before Sunset ~(r . Russell of Providence came to Tt?"n &
informs th at ~I I j nOBrown wa~ di smi..'-Cd & came hom e 10 Pro\"ldenee
la,t ni~ht ahou t Xl b at night. That hf" was, fiN! put ?n board Ad m,
Gra\"Cs, Ihen hrol hrfore Gen , Ga~e Cap \ \ allace s pretence for
a ppr('hl'nd~ him wa s th ai he wa s l"llllc~'rned in hl~rnin~. t~w Gaspee
SChoOllt'1". AppliC''' wa s made to J udl::C<?h\'(' r of Ihe CorIlIlH..; lOners that
, a l on th ai Affa ir ,II :\ewport & ht, u 'stlfi t'd that 110 :~n·~,;l \lO Il, wa" e:,­
hihited ag-ain,t ~I' Brown, Ulxm whic h Ct'n . Gage dlS1m~,t'd hUll, pai d
h im for hi, flour. order th e Pat·kt'ts 10 he n'tunlt'd to I' ro\" ~t'll(e & to he
paid Dt'momge, an d has ..en t olT a Rl'pnllland to , Capl~\a.lI ace of the
J{OSt' ~lan o'W a r heTe. A humhling stroke to the [ nn es . I Ill' GeneTaI
& AdmiTal trt 'atnl ~I < Brown politt'ly & dismi"'l'd h im with Il olll?T, :~ n
Arm\" of 30 Thousd ..,X'aks Terror. Divine Pro\"idt'IKt' can ("aslly d IS'
ap~im tht, ~lali ft, o f ~It'n in a h'ld C;msl'.t';



Writing to T ristam Burgess many ~ears later ~10M"S Brown ga\"e a n
accoun t o f the Pilrt he p la yed in securing j ohn's relcase.!"

On ~Ia y B. 177 5 . Stiles m a de this entry in h i!' Diary referring to
the sessio n o f the General Assem bly the day before. "By )01 ' Brown,
Gen . Gage recommended That Rd . hid. Asscrnhlv shd send Dele­
ga tes to him to tu-gntiate on the pn·;,ent Crisis. T h is passed in the
1.0W('f H o use but negatived in t he upper-c-w ho refused to ha ve
;IIlY Negotiations with him [G a ge] o f thi s Nature.c-."!"

X o record o f this m otion m ade by john Brown was found in R hode
Island A rchives. By cha nc e t he following abstract of this important
doc um ent wa.... discovered in the transcripts of Brit ish Admiraltv Rec­
ords in the Library o f Congress.

Endorsed J/inutl'S 0/tht> A ssem bly X o 8. [.\lay 7. InS].
J oh n Brown pn-cenu-d an Addn-, .. to the 1I0u>t~ upon the Subjec t of

America n Grjcvanre-, from wh ich i~ the following extrac td .
- T he Secn- tarv of Stat es Le tter of the 3lof M arch. I think is

ev ide ntly held out a~ a T e- t of their Inclinat ion s towa rd .. a Compromise
of our unhappy Disputes, therefore I gi\'e it as my Opi nion. that it is
!l(IW in the poW<'f (If thi s Colo ny and Continent to make "Udl propo~ i ­

tio ns to his Excellency General Gage. a .. will eflcctually put a stop to
any Ilmt i l i t i t'~ till th" Continental COIlg:n '..s and each Colony ran COI1 ­

sidcr of, a nd An,wer the Secretary of Stat es Lett er, and till WI' have
an Account of th e Recept ion our Answer.. nn-et with. whic h might be
as followeth or sOllwth ing simila r, Vir, - Tell rhe G('n('ral of nu r Deter­
mina tion of Defe nce. but that we renllv \\i ..h there wo uld ht· no occavio n
o f ou r Forn ·, Koing int o th e Field , hu 't tha t tho..e of the :\Ia....ach usens
&ca alreadv A~\('mbled rou nd Boston...hould withdraw a nd return III

the ir rc-pec uve Home<, and that all Pri'ol:IIlI' l'i on both ..ides sho uld be
imnu-diatclv delivered up, and that a ff{"(" Pa....age into a nd out of Boston
sho uld ht- immediately ..... tabli, hed . by whic h the Troop' a nd a ll othe~
may be ~upplic-d with frf"'h Prm·i,ion s. in con~t'quence o f a ll whic h, the
G('"neral with a ll his Pri llci pal OfFin ',.. to t·ngage and he obliged in som("
sa tisfac tory ma nner th at thc rt" sha ll i'M· no further I lm tilitit... Committt-d
on a ny Pe~n wha te-.·(T. nor their Esta tt'~ ; till answt' r hi· n 'Ceived fro m
hi~ :\. Iaj~ty. to wh at th.. · CoJon i ~... may st'nd to him in ans wer to th e
S(·cretari('s Lett l·r :.hovesa id . - I think thi s can not he by a n nll'am
con~id('red a~ too forward in thes(' two Colonies fR. t , & Conn. or ~lass.?J .
or if nt'W H ampshire can he united in thl' sallie requ est. it would do ubt­
I..,ss have the more ..n'ight . hut as tb ey c;lrlnot from man\' Circulll..tances
he so soon introdun'd into the 1J\( 'a~ II're, it lIl ;l Y with propriety tM· ofTen'd
to the G{'neral ASM'mhlv for hi~ CorKUITI'nn·. And th('11 illlllwdi att'h
trammilll"d to the Conti'nrnt al Congn·~' &ca &ra which I ha \'e not th~
lea ..t douht of ha\"in~ a g<:M>d dfccl.
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P. S. A~ II1('r IIM\" nOI be rime to Conculr till' Gl'm'ral ,\"emhl~- of
Connecurut 011 thi-Subjecr in Time-. to make the Proposition to his
Excellcnr v Genera l Gage. d uring tI\(' s......cion, of our Pt".... ·1lI :\..-cmblv.
wh y mig-ht no t the' proposi tion ht· ma de hy us alo ne, not to be- binding
unless ogrccd to by them a nd new 1b mpshin"-

UIMJn the ~l(lt ion whe ther two Penon.. shoul d be Authorized to wa ite
Oil G...m-ra l Ga g'l ' . a wa rm Debat e en..ur-d, thr- p rincipal Speakers for
the :\lotion wert- Go v' Hop kins. [)ot 'tor Bradford . ColOPOtlN, and Dan!
~l owt'y l ~lawlll 'Y or lIlay he ;"lowry I - Ag:ain..t it Jl"l'wr Babcock,
John Denter [Ilt'x te r, T own Clerk o f Cu mberland ] - Governr Ward

upo n a lJ i \' i ~ i oll of rln- Hou ....", ti lt' S!wa ktT [ :\ktt"aU Bo wkr ] turne-d
it in favour of the ~lotion.-l "

W ith h i!' usu a l persp icac ity Stiles saw the link between j ohn
Brown's anio n in GeneralAssembly a nd h is release by the a u tho rities
a t Boston. Rabid Whig that he wa..s he scented some sor t o f sku ldug­
gery, But the Browns, like man y men of propert~" a t that li me. were
m odera te m iddle-of-the-road men a.... is shown b y the letter of April
27 to Xewpon ." While they resented the tvrann ical act s o f the
British . particularly the interference with trade a nd the closing: o f
the port o f BO;,IoI1 . yet they were uncertain of the con~'qtlences o f
a romplcu- break with England, Perhaps merchants like themselves
stood to lose h y independence: t herefore for th..· rime he in g: they
were in favor of exploring: e\"cr )" means o f accommodation. It wa....
onlv na tura l that General Ga.ge and Admiral Gran's sho u ld take
a d va n tage of j ohn Brown's situa tio n to urge him to lake co nc ilia to ry
actio n. T here is, in fact . evidence that a n agreement in writing was
ente red into before witnesses which wa .... b inding bo th upon the Browns
a nd the Brit ish officials.

j ohn Bro\\n . alwa~;, bo ld a nd ht·,ubt ro ng. ocgan a C(lll~· o f action
which wo uld ha\'e \ "iolated thi." a~('I' nH' nt a nd exposed h im to further
difficulties with the autho ritit":'. "\l"o it would han' a lienated h is
family a nd fr iend;;. who had ."tood h y him . O n jmw (j he bega n
suit a gaimt C aptain \ \ 'a lla c(' for (lO.OOO d amil ,gc.". hf'("au~' of
h i!' ~~ i lure and t!t-u· nt ion. On the followi ng da y he informed ~to;,es

of t he action he had taken .21

)o t oses Bro wn .....as greatly di sturbed by j oh n \ act ion amI repli t·d
to his brief noh' of jUlle 7 wit h a lo ng letter of remonstran ce. Il l'
ca lled john's attc'ntion to the fan that rn'!'ides breaking his enga ge­
nwnt with the Admiral h i;; heha \-ior was ruining: )o l o~'!'\' reputat io n
for sinc erity and honest y :
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Providence the 16th of 6 th m''. J77':1

Brother J ohn

I ft'c d thy L em-r of the 7th• .11 po rtsmouth the 8'b Ins' with much
Concern o n thy Acc' App n-hcnd e the Measure of SUf"ing at rhis time
would incn-a-e in..u-ad of 1.A 's' t-ning thy Difficultit'lo fo r the same D i<­
pn..ition thai reuld SU'IX"f't thy purchasing flOUT on purpose to ca rry
10 Bo-aon could evade lilt" force of Such a Suit and e'""11 tum it again..t
th N' and thy friend, at Xewport that <0 kindly assisted in thy -J"t'lir{
would take il Unkind .11 Ihis tirm- when they lay so expos'd & Under
Wa lli....·s Rt' -ntrur-nt which he doubrh-o, would manifest 10 them the
CU'tOIll B ou · officers lu-irhcr to Irjendlv to this Town would be influ -
anc'd no t only against thee hUI the " Ierch~nb in Prm·idence. and thercbv
instead of Sat i,fyin~ them. when they felt the Con-eqoeno-, would t hro\~'
the Whole upon thee, thy \"t~",,' l s wherever found will he- particularly
" Ia rk'd . & deraind to thy ~rt"al Los'. olll{oing to :\' t'WJXITt and hearing
a \'t.......-l thou -act Conrernd in wa.~ SIOpd I .... -nt for Xicholas Pow vr &
g'an- him my S ruirm-m, and Advis-ed that if he tho't with me- that he
Spoke with T Ilt' Sherriff & Stopt the W rill till further mdt'rs from thee
but th at I had on A uthori tv & therefore of mv &1£ would no t Undertake
it, whal W3~ done I kno\~- not. but if it is rn'o t Stopt ib verv Clearly ,,1\"
O pinion it had !"x'lIt'r tx;. fo r it can not txr- of the L..act St·n.'!ce thai I can
See hut must Brin~ Ili, tn-<\ if nol R uin nn thee as thv nwn frit·nd, mav be
so fa r induced 10 he thy Enemh-s at Xc.....pon as bvLnguarded Exp rt"i­
sions .11 Lea st Subject tht·" to the Strictest ,crtltiny which t'ven ' nOCt'nct"
itsel f can at thi, Confu,d ' 1:1\,' of th inl{~ ju sl car'1" iN 'l f through the
T o rrents o f Ct'n,uf(- Stl pn'valrnt against Con,idt'ralt' mn(lt"rale me n ­
Ihat dont R un ...ith dw T idt.' , . this I know hy mv Self whn am m uch
Confused wilh Iht1.' in th,~ Countn" hUI we re' I~ 10work to Recon~i le
& p rt'a....~ Ihl'S' "' pt'Opk' I must do' lhings worse th;n any Ih ing C ha rgt'd
on JIl l' or thet" to th ,' L(l~~ of a Quit't & pt'acdul mind which I am
th ankful at times I .111I favo urd wit h Samt· Concinu,nt"s of ha\"eing ilS

~reat a re~ard fo r Illy Countrys R igh b Liht,rt y & H a pp iness a, the mo.t
San~uil1t· Wigg - and tha I , am Clear of han'i ng Em er d into a llY
Engagt'mt-nh h ut Su, h ,I' if pursu{"d by a ll would ht' Like to EOtTt
th e H ap pyn.-,s of ho th C ou ntri n ,lIld of this Sen timen t tho u wast fll '"
wi lh me Wht'n rwn,ider th y En gagelrlt"nt, a t pa rting wi th th t" Ad mir a'i
thy Le!tt 'r to Wallan ' & th e ' " t tTl'sts in a Settlement of \"~ D iITl'reflcc
with hi m I a m inducd t" IJI'lit'n' tho u a rt Lead aSide from that S ta ndard
of Rt'signation 10 thy a lotlll t'ni wh ich r was pkas'd 10 find thl'e in a
degret" Po<;<;e~d of a t Un, tOil, a St att · o f min d lIluchsafer tha n that whid l
is Drove & lIurrit'd wi th till' Spi rit of till" Unh appy T imes Wllt'n r
came honlt' {rom ]\','wl}t.rt and hcal'd of a Ve<;<;e! or T wo tll'ing- Ar llld
& fittt'd & gOOt' O u t to Cruise for V('_s~e1 , &c I feard \\ei the r tho u lIIight
not ht' St iJl I, '~" furth er aSidt, from th y Duty by the Saml' D t'iu, ivl' Sp irit

and h a\T SlIl ("{' Iwa rd that thou hast Iw('n "0 fa r Conc('rnd t1wTt'i n

a~ /{rf'atly to affe-ct me as wt'll as thy Sel f which is the more I mediate
O c.uion of thv Leit er

As I have "not c1aimd any nu-rrits 10 mySt'lf ' th ro my j o um C'y to
Bo sto n . I will vet avoid it as far as Posvibh- and only 1.1," T he CaS(~ before
thee for Ik u ,,"mination Weitht'r or know Illy Char~clt:r as a person pro­
ff'-;sinl{ Rdi~ion will not , ufTt'f and ins tid of th at Sincerirv & Hor mestv
thou knows I was tho'r 10 have in Boston I shal not be'thot 10 be ~
Dcc ive r & a Hippoe ri te if thy Conduct T u rns Out so Contrary to Wh a t
thou Engaged and I 1'.1, a Voucht'T& Sun·ty for . this Effect to me as a
"Ia n only I could bear, but my rf,li!i!:ious pnlft',,,ion & faithful Breth re n
which art' nearer to me than a ny thi ng in Life are by me in th is \' iew
R eproach d aliso and which at this lime when we as a people {the F riend s]
can not E xpect to Stand between the Violence of Two parties but by
O ur Siccriw and faithfulnes~ to tht' l. t'ad inKs of that D ivi ne Principa l of
T ru th which we profess to follow is truly a di~tn."ssing Consideration to
me who am des irous with the apostle to "00 :\OIh ing again<t the T ru th
hut for the Truth, The W ritt hath already so fa r Shut up the way of
my Sa"ing the In jured & Innocent that I could Xot do a ny thing- for
our X umcrou -, friends .11 Xan tuckert ill the Ca..... of \\'a ten n a ns Deren­
tion tho Sever al ti me-s Ap plvd to. fo r I considcn-d the- officeN mu-t
SUpllO'e me at Least COn....-nting if not A id ing in y~ wrin Ad 10 the-e
Conciderarions the- Scituation mv [stale as well as PeNOn & Character
Sta nds in. Equalv Eepo-d wit h' thine at a T ime when I am Rerird
from Business and made Content wuh what r have, must it nOI brin~

a n addit ional Trial & a n l ncr ea cd mortification to have that Subjec i
10 the Pit-a sure & Will of anolht' r by my own Agrft'mt' nl signd by own
h and hdoTt· witnt",t'" fo r the R l'dt>m ption of him whose Conduct afu'r­
wa rd_, Su hjec h file to Such T '1'a b & Lo , s. how('\"('r afflicling th i~ I>i"
JX'n,a lion i~ I desire to ht> pn'sar"t"d in Rt's i~na t ion & to Act a Con­
sisla nt pari a~ fa r as in III" li,"j; a nd tx, .1 -; patil·m as I can u ndt'r tht'
F.n "' m s. it is in '-Olin for am' tn think Suc h .\'q !:otia tions & A~n·t ·lIlt·n t ~

are Vo id in La ..... & tht'rdor~' tht' paTt it·, lTlay do a, they plt'a~t.. If all
('on fide nce is once Losl by Solemn En~a,g l'lIl t'lIIS ht' ing" V iola tt'd how
will fut u re In noct'n("(-s Su lre r if tht'n ' ('an ht' no R an ' o m Co mpl yd with"

\ r here a n Error hy ally Ind un ·n wnl T akes plan." th('f (' is no way I
kllnw o f to Remt'dy it hut to It'a''I' n£Ifl Continu in"1t in the Spirit or
Di slJOsitioll that lead 10 ii , I have tht·refnrl' now ollly to a,kof th ee fTOIlI tht'
foregoin g C onsideration a nd frolTl l'''t'ry gra te ful lTlotive th at thou
" lanlli£est in all thy fu tllft· COlld ud a Con formi ty to thy Solellln AgTt·('.
me nts w hidl will St,uld tlll't· in St t'ad bdon' a ll men if thou Conduct s
("an'full ) & pt'acably. I hav t· for SOUl(' ti lllt' ha rk tho't it would he mOl"!'
agreeahle to mt' to gil hl'fol"!- tl1l' C01ll1l1i tlt'l' of Corrispondt'nce of y~

T owl1 & lay before thrm t'\'e '1' Tra n" tl"tion RI" IJt'n inA" th ee geting th y
Li bt.' rty fr om til\' Ad miral, Sh ip and unit'" matt l'r- a rt' R estored as far
as lIla y be t hat V iolat t·, or i, St'ad \(I Viola !t' ou r E ngagl'nwnts r mu't
in J ustin ' to Illy S,·lf fa lllily & friend, 111.1 1.;,· known thi: p,trt I acted for



thy Relief, which on thy An ,l r at first feared would Ill' tn thy Disad­
vantage and I am not vet clear weather it mnv not hr-r-ome mv duty to
lay lx-Ion- the Admi rai my inti re disapprobation of Such COI;duct' for
the Clearing my Self bu r I hope there Illay be no nccessity for this-

A fear having taken hold on my mind at Seeing rhec a Writing the
ad dress to the As~elIlhl y that thou would be led th rough a d!'sirc nf
popula r approbation (a marc I am not unacquainted with ) to ad SOlI1e­
thing that would lay us under Diffi culties to guard & prevent which I
~a'·!' t tw!' a Copy of wha t we hoth Sig-nd :\kntioning at the same
time we were hound in Honnor to the Dhservanre of it and from thy
Conduct afte r & till I went from home I had no conce-rnon tha t account
I have taken this method of writ ing in preference of an Interview Know­
ing it is seldom Sollid oppr-rtunirv can be had from the IIurry in Business
&c & that thou might set down & Cooley Way the Steps that has been
Pursued and make ,I stop for I b elieve it 3~ !\en''isary for thee at th is
time of T rval and difficulty as it was for the Chi ldren of Israel when
they carne to the read Sea which it seems to me Lays before thee. thr-v
W(';l' ordered to stand still & See the Salvation of (;~d . they obcvd an d
the Floods wcrr- Divided before them. & then tlley past Saft-lv 'tho no
doub t fearf ulyon, lIlay thism'our Case Dear Broth er and thou with me
ar-ivr- at the Banks of Deliverance from not Only Ou tward but Inward
Trouhlr-s which the Sinsccr in heart knows their {th e Israelites1T ravels
remarkahly T ipifyl's T is the Desire of thy friend & Brother~~

J oh n rep lied in a tvpirallv oblique letter." He told his bro ther
vloscs that he had advised him " more th an once" th at he would sue
Captai n Wall ace, an d the am ount of the hail the Ca pta in wou ld have
to p ut up , might bring him to heel . Walla ce, he said, was a coward
and read y to ru n at the least pro vocati on. He conc luded with a
stormy sta tement tha t he was "so clear in opinion thai th e Me asures
now taking to Force America are Ron g th at its out of m y pow er to
Restrai n my Self from wishing S UCCCs.s to the Counterv in wh ich I
was Born ."

Wh y was J ohn Brown seizcd? Both his parti cipati on in the Gaspee
affair and his purcha se of :lOO barrels of fl ou r. presum abl y for the
army of obse rva tion, have been advanced as the crime fer which
he was seized by Captain W alla ce. :\foses Brown and Dr. St iles both
qu ote J udge Oliver as sta ting that there was no evid ence on wh ich
J ohn could he held for his parti cipation in th e burn ing of th e GaS/lee,

The a utho rization for "s up plying th e troo ps with arms, provisions.
Sc.. fi \"C h und red barrels of flour" did nOI pa:;.s the General Assembl y
until :\t ay J,~" an d d id not provid e in any w ay for the appointment
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of an agent. Yet the lett er of April 27 from the citizens of Provi­
dence to Newport spo ke of "the Colony's Agent Now on ho rd the
:\Ia n of War," a pt'rson who could he no ot her than J ohn Brown ,
:\ loses Brown in his letter of J a nua ry 12. 1815, uses the same ex pre:;·
sion . Moreover J a mes An gell writ i n ~ from Provid ence for Depu ty
GOYCfIlor Darius Sessions to the Provincial Congress of M assachusetts
repo rted th at "t he situation of matters is such, occasioned ... pa rtly
by the seizu re made by the man of war, a t Newport, of 300 ba rrels
of flour, bought hy th is colony for supp lying ou r army , th at it will be
impossible for ou r forces im mediately to proceed to joi n your army,
un less th ey AU dest itute of provision . which we imagine here would
rat her be a burden tha n a help to ou r fr iends.":"

From the qu oted evidence it is ap parent th at some Pat riots were
assu ming: tha t J ohn Brown was the agent of the colony and that
the flour an d other provisions were intended for the army, It suited
Captain Wallace's plan s to believe the same thin g, a nd he based
one of his accusations on this prem ise.

:\Ioses'letter of ;"[a)" II to J ames Wa rren. presiden t of th e Massa­
chusetts Provincial Co ngress, exp lained that th e news of the p rop osed
p urchase of flour by th e Colony a nd the a ppoin tmen t of J oh n as
age nt to ma ke the purch ase had reach ed the fleet prem aturely, and
Captain Wallace had assumed it to be an accomplished fact and had
acted acco rdi ngly. But John Brown clai med th at he had made th e
purch ase for his own acco unt, not th at of the Colon y. "This Cir­
cu msta nce rendered his Dismission m uch Easier." wrote :\.Ioses , ~~

In th e op inio n of the writer Capta in Wall ace seized Joh n Brown
becau se he recogni zed in him a patriot o f force an d determin a­
tion. Like ew ry other reven ue officer he included in his indi ctm ent
cvery allegat ion which he th oug-ht wo uld hold water.

' John R. Bart lrtt , rd., R ecords of tht Colon )' of Rh od t Isla nd .. , ( P ro,· id r ncr.
185fi.1 865 j Y. 7, p. 310.

' N,·wpo rt .\fn cur)', Ma r 1,1 775: aho, P rovid enc e G<l~tllt and Coun t' y Jou rna l,
Apr il 2'1, 1775.

':Nrwpurt M t'cur)', ~lay 8, 1775 : aho, Provid ,·n("· Ga~tUt. ~1ar 6, 1775 .
' F rank B. n..xtcr, ..d ., Th .. Lil""I')' DiM )' of t.'~TIl Sliln .. . (:N. 'I., 1901 ) Y. I.

p. 540. H r rr aft cr citrd a. Stil ... .
"Winslow C. Watson, ed. M t n and Timn of t ht Rtuolu tion, or M n ,w irs of

Elkanah Warson . .. (N. Y., t856 ) pp- 20-'D.
"L..ttcr in t hr Brown Papr r. in J ohn Cartrr Brown Lihr a r,, : photo.tat in

R. I. II . S.
'''t\ le-u..r i, rrc rivrd from Ld Dart lT\o wilh an insid ious proposal [or arCOmIJlu·

da t ion." Stilr. , ' ". I, p. 540.
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of I... n r .... ",""h Wr n-cd bv Exp.....u from ~t'" ...-port , Onr of which won 10 Grn! G agr
hom Go,'. Want o n, Sine.. weh. wr here Ih(' GalO:- al ~ton il Sinc(' Shul "gain
r.nd for frar Ih..... 1..11.......houd nOI g.-I th....... gi,'r you this Early I nforma tion b\~
~f ' M um ford th .. Post [rid ..-l. Ih(' Le ll..n are to &\"....,,1 of Ihe Generall ceceeen
on Acc ' , of John Bro wn' , Dru.inrr th e Bea rer of t hr m Li, 'l'"1I In Worcnter, and
if Ih..hI should nOI go:- t 10 hand. I Ihink it 8.-5, 10 S<:'nd 10 WOK l'"1IIr r aftrr th..m,
as Ihr~' are of GrOll Con... qu ..nc.. nOI time to add, all ....... 11 ho:-n- a t Prnrnl-

I am wllh Trurlt wi.h.., for your luCC"" in this unhappy affair.-
Th....... ,,·a•.\ 110 a Pach t ... nt hr Young Gill Conte. the I nve te... &c 10 ~f r LlO\'d
...."h. if not rni.inform..d was deld. You - We h..a r the ... llect M..n of Boslon
has some influ..n( .. On.. of web is Our Acq ua inta nce ~I r Oli"rr w e n d all c-,

W.. L' nd r n land by T . L~ n... y tha t the V o:-s.dl that Bro th... J no B. wrnt Round
in F irld V....ell rou nd ~antllck" l .hokl. if 10 Sh.. may nOI bl'" got round to 8o" on
W 'lOOn a' WaS EltprClrd.

Ih i, in th.. III ra il.." ILu ' "
N ich' Brown

IncloSl'd i, a L..l r f rom th e R ..t. John Gra" e!, ] of Ih it T own 10 Dot:t. C ano l'
of BoOlOn Containing Noth ill !iC £1 hUI Ihe ,,,bj ..n of the Rd id of J ohn Brown ,
j os & M o..·• Brown

~fos("S Brown P.."..n , R . I. II . S., v, 2, p. 31.
" Hrco ' d' of P' ovi" d " I (,'o" J:rns Cou rt Rec ord, . v. :I I. p. 152 in M a..arhuse tts

Archi\".... Photo.tat in R , I. H. S.
" Ib id. p. 169 .
"Gage Papt·rs.
" Brown Pape...., J ohn Carter Bro...n L ibra') .
" Ibid ,
'·Sriln, " . I . p. 5H.
" T h['(.. bal bl'"..n M uch laid abou t t he Schoener Ga.pr, bUI t h..r.. is a

p ir c.. of lI illol")' t hai ArOK' Oul of i t has not been so g..nrra ly Know n ...h ich
as I was Ihr n En!fa 't"d if J>01libl~ ror a Sc ttl..m..nt of th .. Difliea!t O:-I Subsisting
bl'"1.......n grnt Brinain and Amrr ica about th e 21s1 of April 177 5 a To...n ~f .....,­
ing wa. Calkd 10 Fonir}~ Our Town brlow at Folt Po in,! aboul thai Tim..
Or the day before a Leuer w ;u reeieved from the Earl 0 Dartmo uth inclosing
by t h.. K in,!" ', D in-..l ion th.. prcpceals of the prim.- M iniltC'"t of Stair for an Acccm­
modalion of thr Unhappv D iff..n-nce S ubsisting between th .. T wo Countrin,
inst ..ad of pror....ding 10 ord..r bui lt Ihe pro J>01d fort at fOll; lI i11 it ""as condud.-d
to S".prnd il and 10 address Ih.. Town of ~ ..wpor1 to Iakr in lo co nlidr ralion the
cu nt..nlS of th e said Le ner an d Mrdilatr 10m<' Paciffic an d Conot:ili to ry ~frasun-,

fo r th .. L ibrl'al io n or th .. CoIOn)1 .\ g.-n l now on board of th.. ~Ian o( War an d
Such Su,p.-n. ionl of aU hOOl ilr Anempis On bo lh Sid ..1 a. M a)' Sa"r th e 1i" "1
and propprrty un lill th .. G..nnal .-\....mbl~· rna)' Si l , th i• .Add re.. 10 ~""'"P"l't

wa. Sign" d b) a ~umh..r of ou r Ih..n k ading m..n , an d ~Io,"" Bro ...n ...01. na m..d
10 accompany the Addr..... and having .....cd man~' uU.. n from ~ ..wport and Ih is
To...n 10 th r :" umbl'"r I Ih ink of 19 10 Ihe GO\" & Offi ........ of Ih r Arm y in Boston.

I wrn! do ...n and Obla in.-d a pamit 10 pall Ih.. L in..1 On this S ide Ih e
:" ..ck a nd was b.:lwr r n Ill/" Gu ard. lill N ight ha"ing S..nt in 10m.. of my !.rUn.
and ~ol th r prom i.. · of r..tu rn fr om SOIll.. of th .. Offi ....u{ hut M y SCilulion br.
('Ofning Hry Vnpl.·" .ant a nd S....ing a wr ll O rr $!d Go d la.... OfficC'"t on thr
match.·, [boundar i...] I mareh. 'd lip loward him and !I01 n,',11 brfon' he S'l '"
M.. wh"n h.· lurnd and S;o w M r nt'ar h.. wa. 00 ;\ n.o: r). tha t h. · gll\"" fl U ' Sut:h
bl "'1 as I n.-,'cr had or h..ard hdorr I did nol know for ,omr lim.. whal his
fr i'l'hl M i!iChl indue.. h im 10 do . he wa l as I a[(c,ward . found Iho unlhoug hl
of h)' mr gi, ';ng Ill.. Crnl ina l. Ihr Walchword for Ih.. Night. I . toud a nd fclt in
an humb k S ta t.. o ( m ind and a. Soon a. h.. had 1.-£1 room for J. Word I r..plvd 10
hin ' in Su..h a ~lann"r and wilh I nformat ion of m~' Mr u all'O:- tha i hr camC' down

[April
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Pro vid ence .\pril 2ilh. 1i75
rlh... 101..lieen.... of Our Fri..nd J ohn 8ro.. n", bring taken On oo rd thr Ma o

of W .. r and th .. Provisions h.. purch,urd bt-ing ~top t. lO!tr th,... ...ith .-\ Le u er
r..0;-<1. ~ ..otrrd.lY from th .. E;/; r1 of D" rlmoulh Incl<nln C b,· th .. K in ll:l dirrrtion the
Pro pos;tls of th .. Prim.. ~l i n i ,t..r of S tau- for an Ar....mrlwdation of th .. unh""py
D llf r rr no- , SubsistinJi:' Ix"...·..n th .. Two COun le;". I nd u...., uS 10 Rr ..omm..nd
ilo Sprrd), bu t Cool & Despicionat.. M....tinc of thr T o"m of ~ -por1. to T"Jr... into
Considrration the Conlrnu of th .. vU" '" and ~h·d i ta l .. Som Par jfir l $; eon.
siliil lin ll: M...uurl"S f~r the Litx-ra lion of t hr Colony·os .-\grot [John Brown] :-':0... On
bc rd thr ~b n of " aT and Such .-\ Suspt"nllon of all Hmtil...\ H.-mll" on bo lh
Sid... al may secure the L i...·s & Proprn i... or Ih.. I nhabita nt . of Ih.. Colon~ &. Ih..
K inlll U Ri..r,. S..am..n & SOldi...... Wilh in Ih.....m... Cntilllhe- G..n..ral .\uemblv
rna' S it . a nd Furth..r Delibem u- on Ih .. Important C ri.i. o r Pubhck .-\ffain-":
W.. O..lir.. 10 aCI In Prrf..ct U armon ~' w il h you our O i,tn-U("d hr..thr..n in ~ ..wpon
a nd If an~' Ih inR 10 Ih.. COnlral") hal h :\pjJ<"an' d W.. ho pe A du .. n-iIlnd 10 ou:
In... pn ahk Inl rrrsi . T h.. Le v.. of jJ<"ae.. & Co nco rd . .....ill '0 Effrct ou r Co uncil s
.. I I" adl~it of nO Ja~ an~onl':" our ... hor , . a... Propk Equa ly Intn r n rd I n rh..
d..lih/"fa llOn & Det er minat ion of Ih.. Grnn,,1 A" "mhl\' who Wr wil h rna)' lind Ih..
wa y oprn for EnwrinR inlo A ~f"d i alion 1)<"lw"l'n Ih~ l nhabita urs of Ih r ~l ;l s.a ­
dIU" 'I" & ",'n .-ral G aK'·. and ""dr r l li.. Direcnen of Ih. · D i\"i" r Wisdom hri n!iC
aboul a Sl1'IH'""on of IImlilili... i ll Ihal Colo" y, for a t L" a,1 . ue h A Ii"" , a .
O pp..rlu"il )' ma), bl'" gin n for Ih.. G..m'r al American COIl'!"n '" 10 13k.· und"r

Con.id,· ra l ion Ih.· L" I" ' ro fro m Ih.. M iniolry, an d Ih, ' lal ....\ ..t. of Pa rl im..nt .
Th,' I...ar ..r Mo... s Brown i. Cono/"ftwd for 11ll" W..lfa re of h i. COunll")' a nd lx-i"K
d... irou. If I", ..ihk a R... lun ,l ion of a ll Ihoo.. IH'nr vol " " 1 & kind Ollin ·'1 Ih al halh
ro r mor .. Ihan 3 e..nl r, .ubliSI,·d 1...lw....n Ih is & Our ~Iolh ..r Countl")'. bro l in
5; R..ad 10 our T o ..... n M,·..l in !iC }'r. e.·rday Th.. lai d Le t ters and a ' a Fri rnd 10
bolh Counuir. R..com mend ed a Wail y Con.id ..ra lion of our Publ ir k Affa ir••
wil h Candor &. ~{od.. ral lon•.-\ Spiril mu ..h wan lin,!". in Ih...... tim... o r Itu r l")
& Counuonon. Th.. Town ~ f .....une wal Calr d to Con.id..r of F.n-n inlll a
B.~Un}' . ""hich w,.. pUI off. l: nt ill aft..r Ih.. sili ng of th.. " ..nrra l .\ mhly. ilOd
art..r some- Conr..rn-ne.. on th .. u U n &r. Th..~· w"n- kIt fur th \ ....mb!>,·.
d ..l..rminalion, .-\nd a. "".. t h.. Surn.cribl'"rs .-\ppro,·r of hil ecod Inl" nlionl R..eo;n_
m..nd him &. hi. Pascifi..k lTH'S$ua'!.. to ~our notic.. and R"t{a rd & ;u.. ~our t' r ir ods-

~ ieh". 8 ro,,'n
J ose ph Bro wn
Will iam Smilh
JobSmilh
£.Ii,ha Brow n
£.ph . Bo", '..n
Da n! T ill inll:ha ' l

~1 01t'1 Brow n Pape rs (R . L H. 5. ) ~ I isc -, " . I , p. 26.
So,~ : In addition 10 J ohn Brown ' . hrollwf' ~irhola . a nd Jm r ph Iho:- o lho:-r .i llnr ....
~..ro:- J "h 11736-18 18) a nd ~\' i ll ~am 1172 7 - \ Smilh, John 8ro..-n's broth ..n­
I n-t,w~ old ..r b rothe .. of hIS Wl~" Sarah ,..F.~ i .h a Brown ( 17 17·1802) ..'a l John
Brow n I uncl ... ~I .. wa , a pronum'n t 1>oI tl 'C'an and se....,..d a. O"puly (;o"",rnor
1766. 67, F.p hra lm Bow" n 117'l3- 18" 1) wa l for ma n\' '''a .... an ho nor ..d fiR un­
in Iho:- mi lilarl' a ffai .....o~ Rhod,r "land . ~ I .. I,,,, k p!' rl i;' Ih .· a llark on ... (;Q'PU
and wa ' Ih.. lasl parllrlpanl 111 Ih,' aff,~ lr 10 5U"·1 \"0:-. Danid T iIl inllhau ( 1732 _
ISO/, ) "'r""d a ' Colond of Ih .. Unih ·d Tra in of Artill ...... of Pro \"id..n,·" from
1774_95. I n 1775-76 h,' was a m..mlwr of Ih o:- Cummill" r of Saf ft)' .

"(; a",,· Paprrs. Thi, and ott!· o lhn 1..11.... 'If" p" hl i, ht'"d by Ih.. appro"al 'm d
Toun... }'o f Ih.. Ckm..nl o L ihra ry. Alln .-\rl"'r. ~f i chi",an .

S und ;,y ApT:IO,h 1775
"'(; ..n l

y ..,I '·rday
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in !o.l ind as low as hr- ..... ,,, hi'lh before and in a v..~· kin d and Grml.. ~tan n ..r
ofh'rd and did tak.. a ~ I r ssil lli " I prollO'1'd 10 Om' of th.. Offin".. to whom I had
Lrttr n , ......n l in and Soon I had an )ffir ..r 10 wai t on ~I .. to ,hI' Go...·rnor Grnl.
Gag... w ho "1'0:<1 nonr wit h :\Io r.. kindn.... an d .-\ttl·nlioo than I rxp.-ctrd and
pritt} Soon an .\grd T all Sult'lr Looking Offi crr Ma jo r Pitca rn ,,"'ho commandrd
t hr party that .... nt oul and had Ih .. Baul.. 31 Ln iton, h.. "'as Soon Enlldgrd in
a ,.('~, C ra ...· SCOllr"S .\ ccr n t to imprrn M.. with the befief tha I thr .\m..ncans
fi ....d fin' and h......all Su{{r..d,·d 10 impn'" m" with , hI' brlid that h" ....aly"
thow ell ' thaI ....1' thr Ca and I had Ill' doub" till I saw :\hny E,idenc.-s to th ...
COnlr3r, - Ih.. 1,,1....·; ('onlin"d lill about T ..n OClock ,,·h ..n Ih.. Gm.·'
St-nl an Ufficrr as a Gard and Guidr 10 ~". fri,·nd. "'hen- I lod~rd, propooing
an O lh ..r ~Ir"l i n'l in Ih.. ~Iorn i n !!: , wh..n I a~ain ""a il r d on him, h.. Made
~I r 10 Ixli..~'r thai h.. Knrw ~Iorr of Ihr di.pooi lion and doin!!", of Conl{...... Ihr n
Sirrine at Phib.d r lphia Ihan I had beard of, Enn Ihal il wa, in Conlrmplalion if
no l d,."sidrd on, 10 d..darr Indeprnda n(e &( &e . I Ih.·n ..·..nt 10 II-,l'" .\ dm ilab
and found r,u hn a Cool R..c..p lion and reed from him I nfo rmalio n h.. had a
("omplaint thai M~ Btorhrr "",U .\eti~'r in Bum ing Ih.. Ga,P'"'" &e bUI a. my
p rineipls di"'I\'u",rd any Such proceding he ",as so kind as 10 Send an Offiee ,
wi th "I r 10 I"kr a Rarttr and s..... him, I found Ihat h.. ",a. in Thr Ships
Gunroom ,,'hrn hr camr on d,'ck he ...a. a. I[lad to Se.. ~I .. a. r~·rr he "'as
and " lannifrslr d his !<-rhnl'll by hi. T ran of Jo~' aft..r sum.. lim... h... sh.....
"t.. a kurr hr has brgan SI~leing his Bu. inNS Sh ...",inl[ hi. Suff..rinl[ h\ Orlintion
Sla l..inl[ Ihr ;'; umhr r of \ 'r u rl. and of Ih.. hand. and th.. Yarioui Occupalions
in L ifr and Solisilinl{ o-lid, il haprnd wrll for mr and him Iha l I knr... no­
thin!!: of his Ixinl[ wn... rnd in Ih... Burn inll: of rhr Ga.pr or Ihal hr " ·01 ' ehaf'!l'd
wit h ' it . hi. unr, "'as handed 10 t hr .\dmiral OIl his Quartns, and ha ,·ing
sum ..\cquaint.lnn' .. ith JudI!('" Oli,'n and kno .. ing h.. "'a' of Ihr Court of Com.
missionr" Sprciah' ,\ ppo int r d 10 1 fl\ "'M i ll:a ~... th .. CaS<" of Burnine th .. G,upr
I ....·n l 10~ him and Con,·rlM' ..·ilh h,m on Ih.. subjecl, 1 met with him
and rrlal..d m' Bu, ine!, and Ih.. r..c..ption I m("t ",ilh by .\dmiral Gra,'r., hr
seemd 10 .-\nli,ipalr 01" fur lhn Soli.italion Saying " I r Bro"'n, Ihr .\dmiral
Can do nolhinl{ wilh thv Brot h..r, II i. n ue Ihne wa. nano..d brfor.. Ih.. Coun
5 j oh n Brown 50IIIr biack & Som .. whne, but nO person ",as 50 Ident ified as
10 F. nahlr Ihr Court 10 l u ur anl pro<... " an d on Considrrinll: t he Subjrel "'''
...n .. L' n il,·d in j ud l{ lII(" n l Ihal nOlhinll: fu nh..r cou ld Ix- don.. and I will Speak
10 rh.. Admiral if ,ou wi. h" Thou llIa~· J udge of my kdinll:' and R..ply
", h..n I ",..nl n..,,1 10 thr ..\ d lll ira l hr apprarrd in qui l.. a di ff.....m Sial.. and ' ."1)'
K indl y s..·nl an ()ffic(" r ... hh :\1.- in hi. Barlt',..1 10 hrin !,: my Brol hrr on Shorr and
h.. So ld t hr pn k..u l.o"d of flour and Ihr Sam.. wa' Soon Srnld with O ur frir nd
an d .-\,,'·nl II<·nr~ ' Llcvd and w,' r '"Jlr home by Land 10g.·lhn w,·U, (lut
G..n..",1 ..\ ",·mbl) !.dng .inin!/: w.. Wrrr calld upon 10 Altr nd Ihr Gr nl .\,... mhl)
",'h r r" WI' W,H inlr",!,:a l,·d aboul alltha t Wr Saw & h..a rd, a nd I nfo rma l io n ( ; i' T n
, , , hUI ,.. I h"d n"~'("f Cotlu"in,'d Ih,' Circut",tancn 10 Wr it ing hdon· Tho
h'I'., O f t..n Rbt..d th r m to In,' fr i...,d. as Ucarions han" O cr urd. I Ihoud n I
would Ihu. , ..n"d Ih,",lI. I w'u Ih.' lir' l ~l an Iha l .' nlrrd BoMon aftI" Ih.. I..."iron
Bank , "I any Ollwr O n- U,"IIIC'·S mi!lhl I,.. .-\dd ..d 10 th .. his to ry of fan •. Bosto n
r..opl.. a. wrll 'IS O lfir r rs &r wnr murh dow n appr..hrndi n" an a n"ck from
wilh O ut , hUI th.' f",hi llt's, Bra" 24 pound.·" an d Olh... ExI ra O h,l n lllltion, on
t h.. ~,'rk ". I l..ad my 1I0 r... amon" and round abou l Ih r llL ...ou lrl I thoughl
,,· ndn "n "nark On tha i Sid,· ,·,' rl' di.lrurti\,r . o Ih .. .-\"a;]anl' ,- , , ,
~fo .. ', Brown r " lwrs, ( R . 1. II. S,) v. HI, p. IiO.

"Stiln, ,.. I, p, .'J-l8.
" PuMi.. Ih w l d , (lIh...·, .-\dlllirahy S,·'·"' t3ry, In,Lr u " .\ pri l 1774.J unr 1775,

" ,465, PI" 245-7, (T r" ",,",ip!> in Ih,' L ihr" r) of Conp , )
" \ \'"l1a,·r'. an onymous informa" l wrOlr: ... '· ~ l ... sn - [Bro ..'n] ar," :\1" dt"T ,t tc

own, ~Io,,'. i. n ,,·,·k & u ·,'o nulwnd. mod,·ration hUI hi, advic.. i. ri dirul" d h)' Ihe
wa rm P",l i, ,, n•.- " I bid ,

Pro ,·id ..nc.., j uno:- 71h, 1775
" Oea r BrOlh..r I E xpe cted 10 hit\'r Srrn You Err I De te rmin'd on Suinll:

Capl. \ a llau. bUI on lindlf. rhat OIl' nOI plOM"eulinllC him wu On.. aT!!'umo:-ni
'lIad.. u of a ll:ainsl Inc &. indrrd a ll Ih .. Bro lhr,. Ihal wo:- are T o...... , and that
..... W..rr in kal{ue &, wilh G..nl, G;1l1:r &. Con...qurnll~ wilh up': Wall acCl' &
olhrn under him, & I h;1"rinlj" allwa~. Orlr n n ind 10 pru...ru lr Eilhl'"r h...... or in
London Ihou"h l IX'51 10 do il hrrr wilhoul Funher [}.ola'· &. .-\ccord 1 did Send a
Wri u. in ":"rn Thou.and pound. '-:Mom· [la wful monr"1 O amma l\"r . 10 the Shrrriff
off "IC] ;.; .....pon ~· ..51rrday· bl" (.011" , POWr r rr lurnab .. 10 our [kco:-mlx-r Coun
whir h 1 hopr ...ill IX' So:-arwd Ihi. Oay,

Whal th.. E~·..nt ma~ prove Timo:- will brinll: FOrlh bUI I lhou!!:h l bes t to ,\equain t
You of lt by Friend In'' . ". h.. E"P"Cu you·1 be in ;';..wpon tomorrow

I h;1"r Desired Ihe Shrrriff 10 tak.. [Grorvl Rom.. for Bail if offe...d. bUI if h..
Should IX' Commill..d, I f..ar h.. wi ll b.. Rnqurd , prrhaps it mav IX' nccn... ~,
to Indea,·or to Gi l an ord..r from Ih.. COUll 10 R..mo\,r him from thai Jail in CaSC
h.. ehu.... RO:-;1 th ..r 10 Ix- cOlllmillrd Ihr n 10 procue.. Bail I am Your .\ff..o:-tion;1IC
Broth..r wilh H artev Ihank. for Your Lal.. unsprrlr.abl.. Breth..rl~· Lo~'O:- and
Frio:- nd . h ip lo...ard. m..,

J "" Bro...n
~fo," Brow n Paprn ( R. I. H , S. ) ~', 2. p. 3.._

»tvu., p. 35.

"De. Brothr r
Your kind favour of Ihe 16'h In. t il brfon' me I am R.."lh' Serre Ihal mv

t;1k..inl\" oul a W rin againS! Cap', Wall a r .. Should Ix- so Di"'~lT('abk to }OU~
C..nlimrnu. if I ;1m nOl much mislacon I S"id in your p rN<:"n l. mo... th..n once
th at I was Drl..nnin..d 10 tak.. Ih.. Law of him Ei lh ..r h..rr o r in E ngla nd. and
Should have don.. il loOOn... r had I have Drt..nnin..d which wou ld Liko:-h · hOI ,'"
p rm.·..d Ih.. mos t 10 mr Im"lTu, bu t Ih.. mon- I thou(ht of il th.. mol''' Con','int.Td
1 was that he ought 10 IX' ... wd (Iu ..d ] h..rr, an d that hi. Ixinl[ Obloi~..d 10 gi,'"
BOll.. in so lug.. a Sum of ~Ion..r would ta k.. onf] so much of hil H aughlr y
Br h.."v..r ...h..n h.. Considered Ihal Ihr morr hr O plTllrd th.. Colony or iu
I nhabila n ll . Ihe Largr r th .. Sum would he Recoverd a l\""i n51 him a nd if i l should
hOI"" this Eff o:-ct (",'h ich I lh ink Vr l)' Li k..l)' i l would ) in Lu.. o f the O i. ad" anu ,g..
wh ich you Sr ..m 10 f..a r moughl in ('.o n,...qurncr th o:- iro f ari ... to my an d m}
Fri..nd. I nIO:- ""U . it would so far brin llC h im to hi. Ihou lIChli a. 10 a lit.., hi.
Tirannical "tt·a . ures , ESpt.'"liall l" wh..n h.. con. ide r..d IhOlt ..'hal..~·r r was R("co" o:-rd
wo uld IX' " 'holl l" ou l of h i. own En dl ., & ",'hal hr sho uld l;1k.. wil houl Law or
R ight , would nOI be of advantag.. 10 him. a. hi, EOI dl " OI l Hom., ( Iho h.. Could
nOI oc lacon h(" rr ) would I.. Subj..<:1 fo r th r pay·lII..nl Ih..i,of wit h D am mages,
1 ha ,·.. not Ih.. Ira.t Douhl hUI Ihal Ih.. ,·\ dlll i,,,l E" pre l..d I should have mad o:­
a Delll;1nd of w atlac.. for h i. UnplTSC'd r nl rd Cond uci low....d . 10", or hr wo uld
nol hOI"':' D c, iu'd me in so pt.'r1iculr r d ~ I ann.., OIl h .. D id on our parts 10 m..r t
Cap!. Wa 11ac.. in Ihr ~fou f rir ndh mann" r & thai w.. Shou ld S.·ltl., Ih r '-fa ll r r
in Ih .. I", sl m"nnn po ..ahlr wh i.·h I ha d D" I.." uiw'd 10 do mr pari low ar d s
hut ahrr hr a rin l'l o f hi. R"p""I..d Ih r..als and knowK. th aI ;1 n..y oth... pr O<"..d ur..
wilh him bUI S u(h a. II,.. {.;1 W. would worro'm wou ld""" in Vain, loo k OUI Ih..
\'h ilt a. ad \' i... d you. an d am Rrall l' So rr)" Iha l it Could nOl ha'·o:- b in Sra rv.,d
b.·ing Con,·in n ·d in m y own m ind Ih ,1I il would ha vr hOld Ih .. Sa",....\fI..<:1 on
hi", a . S,·wlI. [. u ing) o lhrfl of h i. Siamp ha ilh hrrrlofor.. had & wl,..n h o:- wa s
onrr sh..wn h.. was not Irnprr gnahlr Ill' would h,,,',, C on d uClrd him S..1f in
Quil"" O iffr r..nl M annn from ..... ha t hI' h" . _

D id hr nOI [hr ""I,"n Firo:- & O,·\' ,.. t'll ion 10 II,.. T own of r-; rwporl if Ih ey off ...,·d
10 L ih Ih r ir hand . in fa\'r, o f Ih r R..hhil" ;1 ' h.. (":L ll, IllI'lIl, hUI in L" .. o f Ih is
h,,,, .. nOl Ihc ir hin a nUIIII,..r o f n,..n In li. l r d til..ir for Ih.. armq ' arnon!! wh ich
h.. w.-ll K n..w ..... 01. a ;';-umhr r of hi. M..n who ha d Lr ft h i, Ship ,,'hy h'l d h.. nOI
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fi .. ·d on Ih.· To...n liII h.. had Ih" l11 Ret urnd 10 him, di d nOI th.. peopl.. R i""
IX ta k.. a l.-a~ a Q uam ity of Flour ... hich ha d bin purchased for him IX ...hal was
th .. Con....qu ..nc.....h, in Lu.. of makinl{ him ...ors[ ..] ;1 Snud him ... ilh Such t·..ar
and Comt..rna lion tha i h.. in 1.u.. of or d ..rinl{ th .. Ship. 10 fir.. wa•• ( am w id
COlllpl..asam 10 110.. Shnril ...h..n h.. mad.. him Sr-If kn"" 'n on th .. Oration
al 1(;"0,,,"1 Rom... and R..dd~ ,'\I{ ~""d thaI th .. nou~ Should be R..lurnd and
Ihal h i. Mar....n. Should Im rn..dialdy R..t u r n on bord in ord..r to Quial th ..
T o...-n, as to OU' I mlaul{..m..m to Ih...·\ dmrral I ha nd" ...i.h 'ou was Clear of
;1, hut a' to Illy Sd l its hUI of L ill k Conr.o-qu..nc.. a. I am Conliou. Ihal I ha,,'"
nOi I(on.. Counlrr rh ..me Ih.. Ieco rae..ing Ih.. pad"lu 10 be R..tacon I did &
Slill Ihink ( had a / U.I R il'l h l so 10 do . a' it was only hy th .. a~betary hand of
Wallac.. th ..~, ,,·3r....P. M r. Llo~ d has ... rot e m.. 2 or 3 Lrll"~ "h......in h.. said
Ihal Ih...-\d lllan i "' as SupPli....d th at Ih.. padett s ...·as no t Dd iw d ur' I Could
nol E"prn 10 .-\£1 Such a part ...ith Wallac.. allrr h..anng from Sam. Surhuck
oS: olh..... of Ih.. Ih , ....11 from him &: his Offie..rs cone..rnl< me, as ...-ould h, an'"
me-..ns Infl.... ne.. him 10 Suff..r m" \ '..,..ils 10 pa" unmcl..n ..d ...h..n h.....a. stopinl'l
E,rr~ OIhrr prroons proprny ...ithout D istingtion : 1'h..r..for e ( was in hoprs
b~ ha,,·r inll \ .."ih (:rU"'1011: off [shore] that mv \· ills as "' ..II as oth..rs rni!llhl
be mad.. .-\r'luant..d ... ith th .. 5 1.:1.1.. of Ih.. Tim & h}' Ihal ",,·an. no l R .. n
D iln- th in to th .. hands of Our (mn..ro,s

You s..... b,- nl. ..au ..... proclimalion Ihat h.. mak... no Dillinl'llion of prrson•
.vee..pul. Two ntb-m..n, and Ihal all o lh ..... i. 10 br Dn-m..d Equil1~' (;uih~

...ho Oor-Ih nOI fotlh ""ith D rop th .. .-\m..rican Cau... [ il h..~ h,' bar..ing .-\roll
o~ in an..~ ' ~I ann..r whal""'<"1 Conlrihutinl{ IO..-ard. Ih.. .-\.sist ..nee 01 Suppl~'inill
Ih.. pro"'inlia l Troops. b,' Ih is Can il be Expect..d tha t an ..y " hocs R..li ..u.
ptineipks Oor-th no l Shi..ld Ih ..m, ..an Conduct [Ih ..m ...k ... ) in Such a mann"r
a. nOI 10 br s.-neulahk by th.. T roo ps from hom.. in Ca... of Ih..ir Suee.....
for m, pan I am "0 Ckar in opinion tha t th.. ~I ..asur... now lakin ill 10 Fore..
America arr Ronl; Ihal ilS OUI of m" power 10 Rest rain my SrI( from ... ishinll
Suee..... 10 Ih .. Counl"",,' in ...,hi('h I ...'as Bor n, and all tho Ih.. m..a.u..... pursuin!ll
arr no l al'lr....ahlr 10 m,- ild,'ir.. 10 cur .-\ ....mhly Socnr aftn I CaIJl(' h{)()mr
whi('h I am now morr th ..n Ih..n if possable- Convinc..d ...·culd have bin In tin il..ly
brll ..r Ih..n to hin '!" (ou ..h l il OUI. I Can nol R... I a Q ui..t Sprctawr withoul
f r r lin l'l fo r Inl' own &: S l" illhbo urs In l.......1 & am R..a lly of Ih.. O pinion tha i
Our S a, 'illa l ion will no l br in "0 ra it D a nlllrr if " 'r I nd ..avour to pn)\' ..nl Ih..
C ru ... inll of rh.. pilfhll. 10 la l.. t h..m &: k....p Vr ..ill. of our own OUI 10 advi...
rh..m ho '" 10 S t""T" C kar as il c lhnwi... would boo:-. b ..1 a. 10 Ihi. Ihr G..nr rrl
.-\....mhl, ha.. inlt ord..rd T wo V iII. 10 be I mplovd in this s..".. ie.., I hc pr
I sha ll II"h '" Y'C" no farlh..r .. n ~·n on t his h..ad Tho I 'UPPO'" you' l a"T....
Ihal il wo uld boo:- R il'l h t in Ill.. 10 Gil ad..icc- if possahlr 10 my \'r " ill. a. th r y Ccm..
in to k....p o ul of Ih.. hand. of Ih.. m" n of warr. hUI th i. will br \'....." O iffieult
". l ,on l'l a' Ih.·" ha" .. .-\rmrd \'.... ill. C ru ... in ll fcr th..m a nd Ind,·..d I Canl
["pr("! p<'l w n,. 10 tw c lf L ukll oul for ou r \'r •• ill. a. th ..y Com.. in, wil h OUI
bring ab lr tu n rfr nd Ih " l11 Srl ..... if a tladrd b\" Ih.. Paek..n atmrd h.. Ih.. mr n
of warr .1 am Vny Scr...,' th .. Writ S hou ld ha" " p r..n nt ..d your do in g our mUlual
F rirnd I n'' Wal "TIIlan a ll Ih.. S..rv ic.. in , c ur Powrr. hUI w..ilhrr any th inl( you
Could ha"r Sai d to !O 5a" all" a person as ' ''' a llan ' ...ou ld ha\'f hi n of ad "a nl;'''' ''
to Walrlman I Can'l Sa,'. hUI by hi, htula l brh",wer wi th Ihf Fr i..nd s On bord
Cap' I), ·"t,·" Sloup in D"taininlll Ih..m w Innl{ onbord, your applyeation wnuld
ha\'r b in Fruid .·.. , Ihu . much I Can t..11 r ou thaI Capt. ,",,' '' tn ma n 5..n l Ill.. hi.
pntir ukr tha nk. by ( :o"'n J ,·r.. : Brown c n Acc' . of Ih,. P;,rht tJ I"'ing R..la ron,
sll<' hr inll ItI.. 'an,.. th aI luk him & hro' hi m in to Ihe miln of wa rr . I ;lIn of Ih ..
op in iun thaI Wal1;,r r will L.·t Watclman Lr an Ill(" FI<-f l ;1. h.. Pil5<f J by Nan ,
luchlt & Ihi . on ..\ cCl of ItI.. ad" l'rli "'nu-nl in th r papn cf Ih .. Conl..n' ·n ld
C onl(r.... ad " i" 'in!! no pn)\" il ion . tc II...upplyd 10 Ih.· Isl ;,nd of Nan lud..11
only fro m Ih.. !o.h " achu..-tu , Suppo", lOU ha,.. h..atd of Wall " ,... .-\ ~'sro ullh

& Ih ,' T ..nd .... a ll Iloin ll 0 ,,1 cf N"Wporl Ih .. Day hrforf yrs tn day w ilh S...·eri l

pd zes. I am Shu~r I n"""r oUl'lhl 10 fOlllil lout . ' rirnd . h ip & Goodn..ss in what
you di d fo r ml' R..d ..mpl;on and am "0 m uch O hloi "..d &: I nd ..br..d 10 you Ihndcz.
Ihal prrhap. I mnv neve-r ha"" it in my po w..r to D;... ha rll;:" th .. Least part of
Said o.·ht , & I a"urr vou it G i" r s m" pain that lOU should Suppo.r t haI Either
)'ou r Carrrewr or fOrl ~ n ruay in Ih.. 1.......1 Suff..r on my Ac... .

A. 10 R ansom..s in Wa rr T im... I am al' l to Ihink Ih..,. a .... of a D iff..n:-nl
r-.;atu n:- by Law from an Ohliilla lion "i,..n in rn~' Scilualion whrn onbord the
man cf ....-an. hUI Let Ih is boo:- as il mal' if cur E.lal..s ;n.. a ll Ic br forfi trd
in Case of Conquesl il mallrn nm "0 murh. bUI Ihis I do nOI [ " pre l ....i11 E,·..r
Happen lK'ith ..r thaI IOU'" or anq pall thrrr of " ,ill br E' r z Demamd..d cn acc r
of Said Obliga lion.

a. to your Sal'in~ brforr Ihr Town or COmmill.... Ih.. Terms On Which I will
D ism ised o~ wdl" Ihr .-\dmiral anr)" Ih in lf on sai d hrad, I do no l Sr.. to b<­
n..e.,....."f hut if ~·ou thin k other w i... I wi ll Chrarfull}' Submiu 10 ~'o.. r brl1.,.r
J udl; ment & br pcrfrnh S;oli.fird wilh ~our Conduct Ihrre in. as to m, barr.
intt ann. my Sr lf I do llOl EXpN:t 10 do il onl~' in m~' own d..f..n.... or if Ihis
Town Should be allackrd I Shall in E ilhr r of thrsr Cas..·s mosl CC'rlinlv
Dd ..nd Ih.. Sam.,. 10 Ihr UlmOst of my pu.....rs .

I am much obloigrd fcr 'our ..dvice in [ "f "'" P""rticuler &: .hall lak.. it kind
01.1 a ll rimes ...·h~n ,ou Or anq of your Frirnd. a.... in Town tha t ~ou'l make as
F,..., al m~' Hou... a. tho at ~our own . I am }'OU~

.-\flt"Ctionalr Brot h..r
J oh n Bro"'n

[ In Movs Bro wn's hand)
Brol hrr John
21st 6th mo 1775
P SI Should ha,·e bin Glad of an opP""rtunit~· 10 have Consulted you aboul
the wri tt brfore I luk il OUI but you~ brin'l' for Sum lim.. lo ..r lhrr about l hal
timr from hOIlll" p.r,·rnlrd
~IOSM Brow n Papr (R . I. H. S. ) v. 2. p- 36.

" John R. Bartle tt d. Rl co.4s o/t/tt Colon)' oj RleoJllJ1a ~J ... ( Pr",·id ..ncr,
18 56- 1865 ) ... 7. p. 3 19.

"'T iel } o" " I(JlJ 0/ Each P'o l: j ~da' Co nC'lu 0/ M ,u sach u l ll J i" 177-1 4"d
I 77S ... ( Boston, 1818) p. 170.

"'It had brrn propoe'd b<- fc r.. I wr nl 10 Boslon b} m~' .....pee red Irie nd St ..phrn
Hopkins . If my Broth..r could nol g..1 hi. L ib.-n y wil hout 10 ma k.. an Exch a ner
of Pri. io n.." un d..r an E xpretat ion Ih al It.~· Brot h..... D"lr n. ion wou ld be on .-\eeo' .
of hi. huyin ,! th .. pro" isions fot Ih r u.r of Ihr T roops, hut ,,'h ..n hr [John] cam'" 10
gi\'e an .-\ccol. c f Ih.,. matt..r h illur lf il d id nOI apJ.'<'arso. butlhal h.. had p urchasrd
th .. Por k & Flo ur h.. was .-\pp l)"·d 10 for. on Ar{"c ' . c( Ih .. Colon ~' . Owing parl l ~' to
Ih.. Accounl of hi. Appoint rnrnl grl inl( 10 S~wport bl·for r h.. had Opp... t u n i t ~·

an d to th.. Man of War. by wh ich th.. Tran .pcrl;"ion wo uld be OhslruCl..d &C3 .

ThiJ Ci rnlltl_tanr.. r..nd ..r..d h i ~ D i" ni..ion much Ea~i..r. ~olh ing but nfc..uity
cou ld ha H I nd urf d him or hi. Fri..nd~ 10 ha..r ..\ .k ·d w gr ..a l a favor fro m a
P uhl id Bod y on a('Ccu nt of a pr" 'a l" indi\'idu;,I, a ~ Ih .. Id .." o f h i. bri ng Co nfind
as a puhlick pe rron cra" 'd upo n hi. own Claim of Ih.. Flc ur. hcw"'rT Ih .. ,·..ry
r.. ~ pr c tfu l mann"r in wh ich th .. Cong",.. " (',H"d th"t ~f all,·t upon Ih ,· Footing of
J ud ttr Ho pkin. I. ..tt.. r was v..ry ..\ ('eCOf>t" hl.. and will nOI fai l to Ill... r il my b" '1
End.."vo," a , well a. th"t of th" budl..", fot" happy D"lin ranc,· of your provinc..
a nd thi~ Country from iu pTl" ' ..nl D iu,,·..,
,\fo,,·. Brown Pap" .. ( R. I. II . S . ) v. 2. p. :I2,
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..\ la rge oil pai nti n~ of ~l r.- . ~I alcolm G. C hace:- alltl ht'r thrt'e
d augh tcr.- , pa intcd by W ilfred Gahrid DeGIC'hn, A, R. A. . banlr.' at
prC'!'('nt in the m ll~eum . It i~ tl](' gift of ~I r. :'Ia lcolm (; . C hace.

• • •
~fis.'" Sarah Dy('r Barncs has .c:iHn tht: SOfiety a nu mher of manu­

script i t ('m~ relilting to the well-known Dyer fami ly of Rlul<lc Island .
T hey include a m;lIlu:<cri pt aC("(lunt huok cowring the:- yt'ars 1792­

6-l

Several additions to the furnishings of John 8rO\\l1 House have
been recently made. ~I r. and M rs. Donald f.. J ac kson ~a\l': a crystal
chandelier. th a t ha s been installed in 1Iu- dinin~ room, ~ l n; , John
0 , Ames of Sharon. Vermont , presented the Society three eig-hteenth
cen tury mirrors. :\11 the-se g-i ft!'> enha nce the beauty of John Brown
Hou se.

•

•

••

•

•

•

•

•
The ~ II(II".~~ 01 the \ \ l'l-Iem IU\c I<!c l-laud Ci\ ir lI i", tor if 011 SUCil·ty

during- the thre-r- and one-half ~I'; lT~ of it.. existence i~ nou-wurrhv.
T i ll " ",(leidy wa~ ol,t::an iLed J ul~ 10. p lr l , hy about Ihirt y PlT~ l\1 ~ who
rn,pfJlHkd to an invitation of ~ I i :<.,- .\Ii ld rl'd E. Ba:<'''I 'tt , p rofessor of
hi1>o1"ry ar tiu- Rhudc· bland Collq.':l ' of Education . tll mrut in the
( :ornrnu nit y II. J ll~ C' .u :\on h Sr-it uau-. :'1{·I' l i ng~ ha IT sitl( (' lx-cn hdd
Oil the fourth T Ul":-tlay nTnin .~ of c.uh month. excep t during- th e
wi ntcr , .u eight of the towns of wester n and nonh-w cst em Rhode
bland .

.\ fte r l he Im"illt'l-,~ lII el'1 in~ and a t;dk h~ a gUl':'t "pt:akc'r, Ihe 1lll'1ll­

I I(" I ~ enjoy a "ocial hour. The (·nthu"i..~ti(· ~rotlp has alrc';Hh -.ecured
;1 l.("1t"at ma ny a lii, If'S of hi~toric.1i int('fot, and 11ll' Illnnlw: ..... hopi n~

to in quire ;\Jl old hllll_.....· f{lr iI mU"C·Ulll. arc rai~ing il fund for it~

mai n!t'nam I'. ..\ lIc·ndance at Illc· I·li nl.("1>o ha~ stea d ily incrc'a:-t'd. a mi
il~ ma ny a.'- two hund rn l fifty a tll' nd the mc'elings. :.r C'ln l )(:r~h i p in
the ~1:Jt"jl' t\ nO\, Iota I" lJ\'er jllO.

It j~ bdil'\ n! hy tho"I' familia r \,il h th l' wtn k lIf li lt" oq.,:ani/_ati"ll
t!l,ll Ihe ffJlI uwing II 'a ."'lIl~ ,lI rOll nt fur its ~ ll(T I''<;': , 1 ) llHTlill g~ a n'
Iwld in difTncnt 1,,, ,<tIJt ie~ ralJH'r than ,It Ihe ",I/I\(' pLll C' ( ' ;1' h IlIUlIlh ,
( '.!.) IIH' program '1' II t n~ ;\ru ll l l d hleaJ h i "~lll r ~. :; thnl ' i~ 11(,( 'Ulllpn­

in\(" organi/_atioll. ,I-) ~lImmer residc'llt ~. a.~ well as 11l'\\t - ( J1 1H"'~. ha\ I'
I flopl.' ra IC"d with the na t in' ,< lIf t l u' I()(itlit~..-) tlH" ~(1f1< 1 wOlk of th l'
Iir"l pre~i(ktlt. { :ttrnlCl' .,. ~ Iunl"t k. h<L~ ht'l' lI ("(.ntillunl by th e
l-\'clInd, :-'tallky .,\, Cai rlo, h. l:. 1' , :\1 .

.\ t a rn cut IIlc'l·ting o f the ;\ t ; I....~.H hU:-t.'tts H I~t< .rir OIl SOUl't y.
Rich a rd Lebaron Uo\\C"n a nd l .dmund :'l. ~l (lr c:a ll . Professor of
Colonial H i1>oto lY .1( Brow n Lnivcrsirv. \\fTC elected rlJrrl'~ponding­

nu-mbers .

O Il Januar y ·1 1111· cxhibitiou llf d(JlI~ from t ill' 11,1lnlifJllI,f Mrs.
I.dward L. Si ll.L:~I' 11 opened in IIII' tu n-cum. Sf' Illlll h ill llT('~ t in the
("f ,l!edion was ~IH )\\n t hat tlu- SOI'i ('ty r-quo-tcd ~ Ir~ . Sill,~~en lo rx­
lend the pe riod of the t-xhibitiun until .vpril l . Earl y li ,i.;h lin ~ equip­
nu-nt fro m tlu- r-ollectum of .\ I r ~ , \ " illiam C. 1-1 . Brand will be un
dj~ play III the mu seum during April ami ~la y .

WOO, a photlJ~t"til IOpl of a pJ.1Il of the Ch.ule, llyn hury int{around
in Cranston. t hv fir~t intcrnrrn-ru in which wa~ made in Ii 26, and a
numlx-r of copi,~ Hf J)\t:r de("(.1~ and \\ ilk

•

•

•

•

•

•
The Iloors of tln- "like. din ing roo m, parlors, first ami second floor

halls, as well as lilt' stairs. han ' been sa nded and trea ted with a wax
finish . The S<Kil'l y would appreciate _g i ft~ of Oriental ru gs to proten
the finish and to gin· the prope r atmosphere to the house. The kitch­
en chairs that were so sadlv out of place in the pa rlors have been re­
placed by seventy-five folding" chairs with velour scats and backs.

• • •
Several book s of interest 10 R hud e Islanders arc in the procC!'." of

publication, ~r r. Roclker and ~I iss.. J eannette D. Black art" rollaborat­
in.c: o n Letters of a R ero lutionarv Trar Chaplain , Eb ene zer Dtu'id,
1775-1778 : t he Ci lY of PrO\'id C' IHT has ma de a n appropriation to
ena ble Rhode Island Histor ical Socil,ty 10 publish a cumulated index
compi led by Richa rd Lebaron Bowen of the twc ntv-onc volumes of
T he Early Records of/he T OWIl of l' nwidrnce ; Bernha rd Knollcn­
Iwrg- isedit ing the letters of Sa muel \\' ard. which the So, :" ..., , ·.",r_

ing. the correspondence havin g bee n ext racted from the \"a n l papers,
purchased in '19i5 : ~I r. C lar kson A. Colli ns. 3rd. and ~I r. Roelker
have writt en On r llundred Fifty } ' n ITS of Proridence W aJh ing/on
! nJuranu Co.. 1779-19-19 : J ohn .-\Id en i~ working on a hihl.l,.g - .....-.
of Rhod e 1!'>land printin~ from it~ inception throtl~h the year 1800.
Brad ford f.. Swan'!,> GrrJ:ory Dr,l-Ier of Old and S ew En~/and ha~

been is."'ued a !'> the third of the PrintC'r'!,> Valhalla ~riN'.
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Mr. F. Ellis J ackso n . ~t i:-s Ed ith \ \"'-!mon '
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Mon. th rough Fri.
Tu c-day evenin g .
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H o r-n..

9:011 to 5:IJO

7:00 to 9:00

J :00 to 5 :tIlJ

LU I l IU .

Il' rd llrJt!ay. . l /n iI U . 1 ~/J9, _. 8:15 11. m .

.\ IODER:"\ RIH>llE Is L \ :"\ D L',\,I ::,,\TOI{S
TlI O c\IA S . \ 11.1'::" j f. :" C K f. S, Esq llirf'
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