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1:-: (hi' Rhode bland Historical Sock-tv's extensive manuscr ipt
rolk-ct ion ma y be found two volumes hound in coarse. weat her 
be-att-n sailcloth: the log of the Xl ercurv, These volumes con ta in
the day-b y-day account of one of the most extraordinary \'oyages
ever made out of P rovide nce in a square-rigger. It wa s the usual
prac-tice for sailing \'t's.<.d ~ clearing from Providen ce to proceed to
a specific port and th en 10 return , In the early 19th century, hOI,'·
ever. it became increasingly commo n for la rge ~h i p~ furn ished with
considerable sums of r-ash to shop ab out the world. from cont inent
to continent . sca rr-hing out op por tunit ies for high profits, Suc h
was the practice of the' Me rcury. From 1820 to I Fl25. the peri od
rovcr cd hy the log. the Xtercury was r hicflv en gaged in trade with
the ncvlv independent republics on the \ r n l Coast of South
America .

The followin g na rrative of th e ,\ Irrfln y's \'oyage has hr-en (~ x ·

tractr-d from the' ship's lug and from a mass of eviden ce assembled
for a litiuarion over the ship 's accounts. ' Since this nar rat ive is
intended as one chapter in a lon ger ~ I udy on tra de hetwcr-n the purt
of Provid ence and Latin Am eri ca, it ma y he useful to summarize
in a £<ow paragra ph!' in format ion supplied in othe-r cha pte rs on , r esl
Coast conditions in the earlv nineteent h centurv.

· G r" dua lt' stud..n t in th ,' D..pa rt ment of H i, to ry at H ar\"a rd l; " j\" er~ i t y .

IThi, t"\'id':nc .. mav h.. ron,u l",d in the prin!t'd tramni pt of th e , ..cord fil..d
in tI ... S"pr~ll1r C ourt of th ,' Un ited St a tes on ap l",a l of th ,' GIS.. unda the title
H rn r\' \ l ath,'w50n. R",pondent and Appellant C' . J uhn II . Clark... :\ d lll', uf
''''ilb 'rd W . Wetmore, cntifi"d On . <t, 18 -!2. .-\ co pv is ava ilahl,' a t th,' R hud,'
h land H i<lor ir a l Sori" t,
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[ r< ' p rod u ( ~d on fro nt cov..rl

0 " D a n u be. /'1 .1787 , J ohn IJron,,,'ss hip. r. ~; "F,Il.\L W ,\ Sl<I"GTO " . dropp,,/
dim'" Ihc river from /'rot ,ide"ce , Ihe first Rh lJdt / sI,,,, d VtBtI ohl,,'ard bou"d
fo r C hi" a a rHI rhe f:"JI , ,,d in

The ( 0 1'" il/ "."'"Ii(l" i.< ""t (If " JeritJ of fJlh",ls ttlal i"l: 10 im po'lofll evtI,l s
i" Uhode 1<1,,,, d hi,rory, ("im 10 Ihe fou" di "l1 of Iht P' ovi defl(' flo" k in 179 ( .
T ht lt "'u,,,h bJ R, 1/ . I vtJ (; " m",, /1 havt ba" >tallli)- pl,utd i" Ih, "'lI'
I""'kifl /: """IP af Ih , P, ,,,,itl,.,,,,, ('"ia" '-\" alia" ,,1 RtI ,, ~, a" d T cust C"",p,,,,)' 111
:1,; ll"q 'boj u l SI'ul , /'"",ide"cc , U. / .



O n the monum: of :\"m "r mhn ') 'J 1820, the ship J / n cury.
Bnljamin J am es mastn, mU\Td OU I of Pru, "idellc(' hdore ~tiff

..... 1~M ..... ind and pas."I.~d duwn :\"arra.c:an"ett Hay wc~t of COllanit'ut
h land. At 6 p . Ill . , Ikawrtail light bt';lrin,t: east, the .\ln cuTy dis
mhN'd her pilot and stood to ~'I'a . I k r ('our.oe was easterly and her
dest inat ion the mUlllh of the T n,xl in Holland . With a burden of
36·1 18 9.') tOI1.", she mea."ured 108' x '!.i' 8~ x 13' 10". Sht' had two
decks, three masts. an d a figure head rl'pn....' nt ing th e god :\ I t"rcury . ~

;H Til t' I ·o.ra.~ t' of th, .l/n ellry [April

Chile was, until l SI 17, a ca praiocv -eencral of the Spani-h Empire ;
Peru was a vicerovahv until 182-1 . Before th e close of the 18th
cent ury. practicall y no forei gn traders were allo....ed into either of
these areas. At the turn of the cen tury, however, Spa nish colonial
monopoly .....as some w hat relaxed because of Spanish pr eoccupation
with the Napoleonic \ r ars. A few foreign vessels ventured into
Chilean ports, and wr-re well received . hut in 1802. SO Ill I' of them ,
including the ship H azard of Providence, were seized and despoiled.
Between 1811 and 1814. Spanish a uthority' having been still furthe r
reduced by Napoleon's occupation of Spain. Chilean patriots o usted
the imperia l authorities and opened C hilea n ports to foreign shipping.
An American age nt was received an d a \"i...iting America n frigate
cordially saluted. But \'er y littl e trade could develop before the
War of 1812 broke out and prevented American shipping from
taking advantage of this new opportunity. Even I~<; trade took place
befo re 1812 wit h Peru, for the \ ' ic('royal ty was Spain'!' stronghold
on the Sout h America n cont inent . Operating from Peru, th e
imperial forces reoccupied Chile in IS H .

The year 18 C'J ~1. "'" peace reestablished in Europe an d in th e
United States, hu t not in Spanish America. The colon ies which
had had a taste of freedom w hilc Spain was overrun were unwilling
to return to their pre-war submission . Revolts broke out in the
North under Bolivar and in the South under San Ma rtin . Eventua lly
the two armies of liberation met in P(·TU. Long before the cont est
was sett led, however, a~.I.':"res.~i\"e Yankee me rch an ts were on the Coast.
trading with the belligerents. Arnone: the ea rliest arriva b ere
vessels belonging 10 the leading: ship-ow ners of Providence. Ed ard
Carrington & Com pany . Arm ed with these fac ts. wr may proceed
to Th, l ·oyag... o{ th: ... -'In cury.

Besides Captain j ames. she had on hoa rd one mare. :\I r. W heaton,
an d some twemv-five seamen. The cargo of the .\ Iacury con
sislrd of fort v housheads of rum. provisions for eigh teen months to
tw o yea rs. a nd t w o yery important letters add ressed to a Captain
H enry .:\I ath<'\\ son .

H aving .1':01 th e .1fI'TClITY sa ft"ly past Beavertail. let us return to
Provide nrc, to the offi ce of Ed .... ard Carringto n & Company on
W illiam s StnTI , overlookin g the har hor.:1 Gene ral Carr ington had
a par ticular in terest in the stercurv and, wc may supp0S(', had
warched hcr departure from the ca ptain's walk on lOp of Carrin gton
House. Wh m she had passed from sighl, the General probably
t-ame do w n to his office on the finot floo r at th e rear. There he
wuld pcru~' the lau-st dispatches from his co rrespondents in Europe,
.\sia. Xonh America and Sout h Am erica .

Since 1817, the auentjon of th e mercantile ....orld had been draw n
to an area previou -lv of small in tc rc-t : the ....e-t roast of South
America. The liberati on of Chill' bv l,m("ral Sa n Martin had put
an end 10 Spanish commercial restrictions. had th rown open the
ports of Chile to foreign ship ping, an d had en cou rag ed th e esta blish
ment of for t-ian business houses. Edw ard Carrington & Co. had
immed iately dispatched ships a nd had entered into correspon dence
with the Valpnrniso firm of H igginso n & O 'Brien . Xlon- rece ntly.
a serious dis.lgrcelllen i over accounts curren t had r a used Edward
Carrington & Co. 10 transfer its husiness 10 anot her Va lpara iso firm .
Lynch . H ill & Co.

Ry 1820, (leneral San :\I an in had reorganized hi:" Iorces and ....a ...
ready to advance against Peru. the last Spanish stronghold in South
America . H e had the soldiers. but he foresa ..... a need for more arm:".
In his effort s III fill this need, he tu rn ed to c\'Cry likely' sou rce indud-

::.'s",......... of f"dna l .·\ rehiw·s, D i" ision of Comllluni... S.·,..... k .. " rOil"rdmS, Wo. k
Proj..C1s .\ dminislra lion, SIIip Hrr:iJ/ns (lnd EJlrollmu,/s 01 P,ovidmu. Rllod,
I sla"d. 1773-1939 ( I' rm·id..ne.., 111411 , I, 7:18. T h is ....ork i. b'l ...d principally
on ori!,:inal do<"u"".nls at l h ~ R hod,' h l;n,d Histo rica l Soci'·ly.

.1 Ed .... ...d Ca "in",,(on & Co. ....as fuumkd in 181 5 b~' Ed .... 'ud Carrin't lon an d
Sa r",wl \,..',·tru un·, By 11118, t h.. parl nn . " .... r...d 13 ships, 2 l >r i ~ " aud a nUllll". r
(,f .mall..r ...." .-Is_ 1Il0'" th,rn a n.. o th... I' ro ,·id..ne.. firm. Tt ... ho",,' of Ed ....a rd
Ca. rinjl"lon and lh .. oll,e.. of II,,· company ar " no.... ow m'd loy Ill.. Rh od .. Island
Schoo l of D..siltn and ar' p rrs ..r....d as a mU"'"m, o p<'n 10 110.. public. I.. E.
Roltrr s, ..d., 7 '11 , 8iog,,,pll i(Q1 Cydop,dia 01 R'ptrJ.... /aliu .\lm 01 R hod , I .l and
rPrm·id,·n ..... 1881 l . I. 81; Edw ard Fid d , rd, Sllltr 01 R llod , ' .l and "nd P JOl'; '
.I, ,, ,... P/onlol;o"l flllll, f '- nd 01 t il, C",t .. ,y: A Jl illo , ,- (BoMon. 14(12 ), 11, 4 71.
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up a nd down the r-oast from Rotterd am to H amburg. The job was
hardly beg un whe-n , on Dcccmb-r 22. 1820, the promised vessel
arrived at the mouth of the Tcxel. She was th e .\/eTt UT)' . t hirt v dave
out from Providence. brinciuc forty hog:~Il("ad~ of rum and two
!CIIC['!i; of instructions nddre-cd to Ca ptain Henr y M athewson.

Upon the arrival of the .lfn cury_ Captain :\I a thewffin imme
diately took command, rrtaininc ;IS junior officers :\I r. j ames and
:\I r. \ \"hea ton _wh o had brought her mer. The first of his two letters
of instructions was dared Providence. Xovernber 13. 1820. and
provided a detailed outline of procedure for the voyag('. O ne of
the many hazards of the enterprise. the> letter pointed out, was the
possihilitv of being boarded by a Spanish man-of-war. In such a
case. it would not be ('as~ to give a satisfnrtorv explanation for 34.000
weapons huund in the dirccnon of Peru. a Spani-h colony in revolt.
Fortunatelv. however. it was not unusual to rarr:' a smaller quantity
of arms around Cape.' Horn for trade with the Indians on the
Colu mbia River. Takine advantaee of this fan. :\I c-s.'rs. Butler and
Carrington advised Captain vtarhcwson as follows: " \ \"e should
recommend your having your arms divided in ~f)ur invoice-s- that is.
invoice 2.000 arms with your _gin. glas.",af(-_ powder. &c.. a." hound
for the Columbia River , &C.: th e remaining mu-kcrs. carbines.
and s..abrcs. have stored low down and have no account in ~ollr

lug book. or d:-t'" herl', of their ht·illg on board." T u faci litate the
procedure. it was arranged thai Crommelin & Cu. should make
out the invoice and bill of lad ing in the manne-r rcque-u-d by Captain
:\1a thcw son.

Having cleared for the Columhi., River. the Jfo cl/ ry was to pro
re ed to Val pa rai so, whe re. on a pprnadli n,l{ t he harbor. she was to
show a "blue fl a~ at the 10f(' an d a wh itt' f1a.e: a t the main" to inlo nn
Lvm-h . Hi ll & Co, of he r idcn ti rv. .:\ nws,'en .e:n with further instruc
rions was, a t thai signal. to rome 0 11 hoani. Sho uld no 1lH's."t'ngtT
ap pea r. the ship was to rome to an chor , repor t herself hound for
the Columbia River and in IHTd (If [n-sh water, Should General
San M artin have In-en surr ('s...[ul , Lvu.-h. H ill & Co . wou ld , no
dou bt , advise the .\Inntry as 10 t ill' p Oll a t which th e arms were
wan ted . The pritT to bt' f('( t'l\Td was $ 11 5 0 ear h fur th t' 20.000
muskns: SG.OO eM h for the i.nUO c'lrhillt·s: an d $G,OO eac h for the

ing his fr iend Estanisla u Lynch of Lynch. HiJI & Co . T h us it hap
pe ned that , in du e course. a lcner was received at the offireof Ed ward
Ca rr ington & Co. i", 'itin~ coo pcrauon with Lynch. H ill & Co. in
obtaining

211JMW) llIu ~k t"t ~

7.00l) ca rhi m-.;. a nd
7,000 r aval rv <..lbrt"~.

It was a hig: order and 0 11e.- not to he undertaken without ca reful
considera t ion. Thc Iar t th at San :\lan in had driven the imperial
forces om of C hill' d id no t ncccssarilv mean th at he would he"
successful in takin~ Peru . If he shou ld be defeated. he mig-ht not
be in a position to p.l,y for th e ann". But in thi s case. there would
be a cornpensa tinq factor : C hile> would probably need arms to defend
he rself from a Spanish counter-attac k..-\5 a th ird alt ernat ive, pur
chasers mi ght be found in th e> armies of Bolivar. then advancing
through :'\e>w Granada towards Ecuador. Everything considered.
General Carring-ton decided tha t he .... ou ld un de rt ake the commi....•
sion, hut tha t he would not do it a lone. H e therefore propo-cd a
joint venture to Cy rus Butler. prominent merchant of Providence,
and with him purchased the ship .\IUW f)· for $11.000. She was
then fourteen years old. Philadel phia bu ilt, and not in the best
condi tion. hu t after inn"l'>t in.e: 1.800 in repairs. Gen eral Carring ton
was prepa red to MY. "we> th ink she is a prime shi p.'

~I es.'rs. Butler and Carr ington determined to ent rust their da nger
ous vent ure to Captai n Henry Mathewson. an experienced Provi
dence mariner . Having reached an agreement. th ey dispatched him
to Europe.' with orders to pu rchase arms and a n assorted ca rgo for
shipment in " a w s."d to be provid ed." Ca ptain Maih cws on was
to assum e command of this vessel immediately upon its arriva l at
the mouth of theTcxel and was to re tain the olTin ' rs who had brough t
her over as his first an d -ecoud mat t's. Ca ptain :\fathewsol\ left
Providence 0 11 O rtoher '20. 18'20. The first ent rv in his r-x pt'IN'
account reads. "Passage to Boston and dinne r $-I.:"JO,"

Ca ptai n Mathewson proceeded to Holla nd in ;\"o\'eml wr and
began th e work of as.<;<'m hlin.e: his cargo. In accorda nce wit h inst ruc
tions, he worked lar .e:d y through ~I {'s.~ rs. C rommcl in & Co ., Dutch
corrl'spo ndl'llls of Edward C arr ington & Cu. H is husilH~s.' pmw d
more di flicult than had het-II anti ri pated ami caused him to tr ;l\ 'e!

• • •



39Th e J' Ol'Il Rl' of th e .\In cu r}'. . .1951J
7,000 r-a..-a lrv sab res. ;';0 import duties were to he charged un the
arms nor any c:xport duties on the proceeds. Pa yment was to be
taken ill specie or. by mutual agreement, in the products of the
country at current prices. Should General San Xlarttn haw been
unsuccessful , Captain :\ Ialht'wson wa s to consult with Lynch . Hill
& C o. and take th e course m ost ca lculated 10 secure the property and
promote the interests of M essrs. Butler and Carrington . ~larkets. in
thi s case, were 10 be sought in C hile. Xc ..... Granada . or elsewhere.

The proceeds, it ..vas sll.g.gesteu. might be put into copper and
-pccir-, taken to Canton , and delivered to ~lc~HS. S. R ussell & Co.•
the Carrington China correspondents. An alternative cargo w as
cochineal. which was judged a "good a rticle in Canton." Captain
M athew son w as cautioned against taking on rrn-oa fo r New York
or Cadiz : both markets being overstocked . "WI:" haw a poor opi nion
of a rocoa voyage." A word of warnin g about Lyn ch, H ill & Co.
was in order , even th ough dealings with them in the past had been
wholly satisfactory. "Should any cir cumstance have occurred to
han' affected the reputation of Lynch . H ill & Co. . you must
endeavor to employ any other good house: still the-re would seem
to be some difficu lty in this, as the contract is made in the name of
~ I r. Lynch : a ll we ca n ~1.y on this point is. that you must do the
best you can under the circumstances,"

There was one other detail . Ed w ard Carrington & Co.';; d isputed
account with the Valpara iso house of Hi gginson & O'Brien was still
outstanding, "he [H iggins.onJ having made some d em a nds for bad
debts in the sale of the Lyon's cargo. of w hich we know not hin g
about ." :\ law suit was pending and H iggim un was in hopes that
a Carrington vessel mi ght ap!war at Va lparaiso so that he might
have it attached. T herefore Captain Mathewson was instructed .
" You will lrt it lx- understood a t Valpara iso tha t t he shi p and
cargo belonas to Xlr. But ler. "

Finally, " You will abo be mindfu l to put this lett er [and] the
«uu rac t . , , in a privat e place so that they cannot be found in t"i 1S<'

of bein g boarded (I[ detained."
Such were the iru-rrur-t ions of .:\'mTmhtT 13, IIl:!(). T he seco nd

letter of instructions. dated XO\TmbtT 14, IB20 . ner-d not detain
us. for it was meant only for the eyes of Spanish captains that might
board the Xlercurv, It contained elaborate directions for uading in
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"sea otte r. lan d otter. and "4:'al skins" at the Columhia River and in
Ala...ka.

T he difficult work of as-cmhline .1 r arttn went on throueh J an
uary. Feburarv. and .\l arch, Ht~1. durin I.: which time Captain
.\la lhcw:o;on was unable: to obtain more than half the arrnc requ ired .
He \ \<lS hc~nning to fed "q uilt' unwe-ll" bv reason of "faligue and
anxiety of min d" and de termined that furl her delav could nOI be
just ified . •vccordin gtv he ,got under Mil un April iJ. 1821. with
a ca rgo wort h $65,706.8 7 includinc forty hogshead... of rum laden
at Providence a nd the balance in a rms. gin. gla".., and cloth laden
at Amsterdam and Bremen . The amount of a rms obtained was
IO,R4R rnu..ket s. 60 ca rbim-s. and 4,6:;n sabres. The olTin'rs a ll
r arri "d small ven tures authori/,n l them hy rontrart an d r-un... i~ti nt:"
of swords, cologne wa ter . gin and gla"s.

T he lon,g haul (rom Bremen to Valpara iso provided the fir~ 1 real
I ~~I f!~r Gcnr-ral Carrington '... "prime "hip" and she d id poo rly.
Ca ptain .\ Iath f'wson reported tha t Ill.... ides lea king at an ala rm ing
rau-. "her la-nds arc ver y rott en , , . : her standing rigging i ~ nOI
til to tru- t the ma-ts 10 in had weat her : . , . her runn ing ril.:l.:illg ha
lH'arl~ all been ron' new sinc e ~1 1t' lcf Providence : her hlo c b an'
the m ost miserable t ha t r-ver I ...aw on hoa rd of a ship , and I am
fea rful tha t you have be-r-n much dece-ived in th r- purchase o( th is
\ ,(~",' I : '

The pa"".<I (!e occ up ied four moll1h~ durin g' "hich rat iOIl~ com Ullll'd
wen' approximaldy olle harrd (If hee f. ol1e harrl'l of hn·ad. and olle
hn,.,...ht·ad of \>ater pe:r \\I 'ck : nne harrel of pork pe:r monlh: plu~

a :'OIali quanilly of mola.,,,,,,,, ti ~h . flour, and fresh prO\' i:,ion~, Sa le:,
of rlothill~ an d tobacco made to thl ' n('w from time 10 tim e amo ullIed
10 $:lRL):!, a ," lIh~la n l ia l port ioll of Iheir lotal wage s, On Iht· :!Olh
of , \ ugu..t•.1821, the J/ t'Tl'1/TY ~1(Jod ofT Valpa~a i .so w'litin ,1.: for
fa \"l lr,.hk wllld~ tn en fl'r Ill\' ha rhor , Ten da\~ IaIIT sill' fina ll\"
dflJppl'd an r hor. \ r l'a l tll' r, at thi~ poin t wa~ oni y olle of the prot;
t~ ·tll ~ brill,1:( Ihe captain of fill' .1I0( /l ry. T he lo~ ellt ry for the
f ll ~1 (b y in p" rt reads in part , " at Ii alll a m utiny Iwg-an with Ihe
Crt· \\, or pa ri of thelll. Vii.. C h;trk s Cropp!'r & Pa ul \\1arn ' n .
Captai n .\ la th ew~"n went on ~ hnl' and hroul:(ht ull a ga rd and «Klk
Charln Croppl'r & Pau l \ L uTI'n , to Prizl'll. . , ,'. ;'\"ext da\". the
log ro nti lllwd, " found Iha l th, ' Iwopel had broke Ihroll .eh the "Bulk.

head in th e Iorcastle, and stole a number o( Ca-cs of Gin. eight \\ e
have all readv d iscovered to be ou t .• \\ c find that C harles Cropper.
Paul w arren. & Henrv Onkers. are the heads of it and the others
has hclp''. d rin k ii-put Henry O nkers in Irons. and put him in
the sleera,ge,.. t .-\ -lichtlv di fferent version (If these affairs was
submitted to the owners I~ y Ca ptain Math ewson . "The cre w. un
be-know n to me. broke th rough the bulkhead forward, and drank
out about it dozen r-ases of ain that we have found , Charles Cropper
and Pa ul wa rren . I find , began th e embcz.elernen t ; the forme r I
had S("i/l'd "I' a nd guve- four doze n the la t te r tWD and a half doze n .
and the-n sent them to prison . As it is 1101 likelv Ih('se me n will ,1\'0
any furt her in t j u- ship, you had best ~top their draw bills."

Xleanwhile. co ntan had been established with Lvnch . Hill &
Co. Prospects were excellent. Sa n ) tart ln had occ upied Lima
almost unopposed though the royalists ...till held Call ao ( port of
Lima ) . So sang uine wa~ Ca ptai n .\l alht'wMJIi thaI he reported "as
they now han' plent y of cash at Lima , I ftTI in hopes that I shal l
have fl O d ifficulty in ,gett ing my pa y. , ,:' He could hav e sold his
linens to adva ntage in Valpara iso , hil i he \\ as advised bv Horatio
(;era uld . a Rhod e Islan d me reham resid ent in Chi ll'. I h ~ t "cvrrv
thing we haw willa nswer mu ch better at Lima ." .\Ir, Lvnr h. hi~
!>t'IL determined 10 an"ompany Captain .\la lh('\\ so n to 'Lima, but
could not be ready un til th e middle of September. The interval was
occu pied by repairs. a severe storm, and ~ight.~einl.:, On the Illh.
"C, Croppe:r & I~a ul " 'aHen wa ... la ken ou l (If Pril en and ord("f('d
on hoa rd hut they ru na"ay... : · ;'\"exi day Ihf' J/"ru n l" cleared for
P t'f11 w-ith S('wral p'I...",'n~ers: .\I r. Lynch , his ri n k, t ~\'O S('f\·ants.
J ud ,l\'e Pre\'O~1 ( th(' .\nll."rican ag ent )• .\I r, La urain. it C hilean
~ent leman ). a nd ~·f\· a llt . ,\ 11 provided thd r m \ll ~ llIrr.<: none were
{harged pa......1~('. On this M m(' d'ly Henr y O nkns. til(' .I.: in f'mbezzler,
wa~ Itot oul of i r()n~,

A ~horl pa",agt' of l'igh t days p ut Ihe ,\laClur in Callao, whefe
(·\t·rYlhing \\ a ~ found to be in ('on fu.~ion, Till' po rt had been
~u nTn d erl"ll to Iht' patriots jll~ t threl' d .. y~ hdore ;lIld " there was
lII'i th er Iaw~ nor rt'gubtirll1 :' in th e count ry." O n O d ober I. San

. lTh.. 10': of .Ih... .\f" cu , r w:u ~ppa~",:,h- ~'Till< 'O h\' B"n j'llllin J a il,.., . .\ s q uola 
t,,,o' from t.h .. 'ourn ' all' , 'a .. 1>- d"lmg:Ul,hahk I" , ti l<' tllr,:u,,~ ... and a' all
ull>..r quol<l\1oo' ;on frolll Ih.. " ,id" flc" in ~la lh..w\on v. CL,rI, ,· . d ....·o{'<, fOOl,
'l(1I.. , will n.. nm inrd.
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Martin agreed to take the arm s in acco rdance with th e contrac t and
hy the Bth. th ey .....en· allla nded. ( 1500 ....'ere immed iat ely shipped for
Guaya q uil. ) Then began the long hard task of col lecting the
acco unt. The optim ism .... hir-h Captain M atbewson expressed ill
Val paraiso turned to despair in Lima. He reported to his o.....ners
on O ctober 16 , 1821 , that "from th e maneuvering of the general
in respe ct to th is con tract, I believe him to be a shuflli ng fellow and
no confidence can he placed in him ." And Captain Mathewson
continued. " I have no dou bt bu t he (General San Martin ] will
make all kind of excuses to prevent the payment of those arms at
the time specified in the cont ract: and should th e royalists again get
possession of Lima. your demand on the Govern ment would he of
bu t littl e value: '

The ca ptain 's pessimism proved well fou nded. for it was J une.
1822 , before his affa irs ..... c;re sufficientfv in order for him to leave
Callao. During his nin e mont hs in pen, he was en gaged not only'
in trying to collect his hill from the govem mem, but also in disposing
of the .\/t'rcurY'J assort ed cargo, ~fo.<,;t of the items were in demand
at Lima and sold at sat isfacto ry profits. 2.600 pounds of pow der
.....ere shipped hack to Valparaiso consign ed to Horatio Gerau ld with
instruct ions to n-mit the proceeds to E, T . jenckcs. a Carrington
supercargo then resident in C hile. or direct to th e com pany in
Providence. At abou t the same tim e. Ca ptain ~fathcwson made a
part ial recoH ry on the eove m meu t debt by accepting goods to the
amo unt of Si .872.86 representi ng one-third of the ca rgo of th e ship
S anc)', condemned hy the Peruvia n govemrnent . The other two
th irds w ere takr -n by L~ II(-h and hy a me rchant na med ~ Ia~k lint'

Cla rk. T he latter undertook to di-po-e of the entire ca rgo of the
.Yancy and abo of S3,61O wort h of .!la C/lT )' '{in at Guayaquil. Th is
he did. tak ing: cocoa in pa~TI1ent and :<c ll in~ it a t Valpara iso. T he
proceeds of the rrx-ca eventually reache-d Provid ence partly th rough
Ca ptain ~l a t h t' ''' Sl JIl an d part ly through j enckcs. By sur -h d evices
Capta in .\l a tht·.... Sllll gn d ua lly r-nlh-rn-d from the Peruvian govern
lllent mu~t of the halan ce of h i~ ar('(mllt ,

During tht' Inll,1::" ~tay in port , Captain ~ l athew!i(1Il fou nd that the
hll~i n(~~ of tht, 0 \\ m' rs did not on- u p~ all of his tim t', He 1)I.'r ame
" idcly acq ua illlt'd ill thc city of Limil and eng-ag"t'd in ~)Cial and
comnwrcial acti\ ' it i('~ on his own l>chal£. For exampit'. ht' accepted

I

Th e " oya,l:" of the J / n cury

S2.iOO from a J. S. x ta rtl nez fur the pu rchase of military clothin g
10 Europe. And he came into pos..·..(.'~..ion of conside rable sums of
mcnevw hich he said wcrr-~i\"Cn him hy oid Spania rds [or confidential
services suc -h as Iwlping thorn to conceal their fortlllH"~. l H e also
entered into a profi table flour -pccularicn with Lynch.

There wen', meanwhile. repa irs to be made on the ship and
discip lineto ht· ma inta ined in till' [nrrt-asth-. A recurrent complaint
abou t the food scvrn... to han ' uiven most trouble at this period , On
Februa rv IR, IH'1'1. for exam ple. th e 109" records, " 1 have been
infonncd that our People has written a lett er to the Ca pt. of th e
frigate Constellation , sta ring that thev had not ha lf enough to ea rc,
and that rhcv had to work vcrv ha rd , the whole of whic h is fal'«'
for rhev han: i t barrel of ~ood Pilot bread standing in the Forerasrle-c
on inq uiring 1 found j ames Smith , the Ri ngleadcr., and had him
put in l rons- "

At length the accounts \\f'f(' nearly settled and an opportunity
for profitable cr nplovment of the ship presented ih.d f. The patriot
annv's occupa tion of Lima had placed the old Spa niards i!l so
precarious a position th at many of them decided to n-turu to Spai n.
The J/erc l/rv was available and was chartered bv a mercha nt named
Rcdolp ho lor SI S.DOO to carry pa....scnge ts to Gi bralta r. In addition.
Ca pta in ~r ath('w:«lll carr ied on hoard about $115,()(){) in specie for
the owners and othc·Th. Before leaving Callao. Ca ptain M athewson
d ispatched a mt~-..: ' n ger to Providence by way of Pan ama asking th e
owners' opinion of another arms cont ract with San M anln . But
at the first opportunity aftr-r leavin g Lima. he wrote proposin c a
n-tum vovaze from Gibra ltar to Peru with arms - not for Sa il
Marrin . th is 't imc. hut for the rovali-o. " T he Spanis h general would
glad ly pa y $15 each for :?O.OOO sta nd of arms. cash on board. at the
port of Arckcr [Arica". and I do not think there wo uld be an y
d ifficulty in la nd ing them. .. ." advised Captain \l athc·"' ."t lll. who
was a ppa ren tly indiffe-rent as to who won the war. li e hoped to
have an ans we-r ,H ( ;ihra har.

T he J / ercurv sai led from Callao on Ju ne 18. llt !:! , O n J une
20. the Pen l\'i;;n f1 e('t appean'd and the .ll ercu ry was hrought to.

:'T h.. "o ld Sp"nio"d , ' "'TIt· {"oloni.. l ~ born in Spa in, 1I10,t of holll oppo~("d

th .. Spani'h Amr. ira n ....an for librrat ion, ..\ , th ..ir fortlln..' n .. . . " b)....t to
{" on fi.ca tion h ~· t h,' palr iou , many of th r m att ..lI1 pc..d (0 .." nn,,1 t hr, . prop,",t}·
un cil ic lI1io:hl ... frl ~ br lal..n ou l of th .. c'otmu~,
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The log records " the otfira th a t came on Board was w ry po lite , the
officer left us a nd we went un our course-,-." A week later the
monotony was again broken when "one of the Passingers being tipsy
came on deck with a long knife to kill some of the people, took him
and put him in iron s." orr Cape H orn th e M ercury ra n into an
ice field which stretched as fa r as cou ld be seen from aloft . T he onl y
casualty. however, wa s th e main stock of the rudder whic h broke
and had to be replaced ." Sevent y-two days out from Callao. the
M ercury put into Rio fur supplies and repairs. There she picked
up one new pas..~cng:er . whose fare Captain M at hewso n. b y mistake ,
neg lected to credit to either Rodolpho or Genera l Carrington. After
sixteen days in port and so me minor trouble wit h the crew. the
Mercury got underwa y again on September 16. 1822. T he pas/_age
from Rio to Gibralta r took fifty-four days and wa s u neventful
excep t tha t the pump" had to be manned continuously.'

At Gibraltar. the passengers were discharged and extensive repa irs
were un dertaken. pa rticu larl y around the bow . The log book sadly
records that in the course of these repairs the figure hea d was sacri
ficed : "what was my thoughts. at M'eing him who had with me
faced the cold winds of the North. and of the So uth. cut from his
station, no more to face the sto rmy blast s,- "

tlO n AUKust 5, "on... o f our Passing er s who has b...... n sick all th... passage, die d,
he was eOlJlnwll'd 10 th ,' d .....p, <loout 10 am, afl ..r Ih ... Pad r"'l had pa«... d th ...
scremonks. &c." On .-\ugu, t 2-l. a bah y girl wa, born.

70 n Nov..mb ... r 2, " this dav H"nl"', Onken is drunk and nOI fil for dut l , bu t
\·e ry im ol..nt, his shipma tes ": ith llLu·<:-h d ifficul ty go t him b..low ."

[to be cond ud <:-d]

NOTICE

The Society is eager to bor row samplers for
an exhibi tion during the month of ~ta y . If you
arc willin g to lend them . will you please call
)' Ir. ~ I onah()n , D E 1-8.'", 7:l.

j

PI CTURES OF PROV IDEKCE IN THE PA ST.
1i90-1820

edited by CLM' I<SO,.; A . COl.Ll "; S , 3rd.

(conlinu..dfrom January, 1':l''il, v. IO,no.l ,p_ 1:\]

On North ).Iain ncar the junction of Randall St. about 5.') years
since might be scm a sign hoard d isplay ing a gilt risin,l{ sun, and
underneath was kttcred- " The best manufactured goods under the
sun .' The sto re was kept bv Benjamin Robinson! ' then extensively
engaged in manufact ur ing- corduroys. an article much used in male
a tt ire in th ose days.

In the neighborhood lived Mr. Wilkin MJn. husband of th e once
celebra ted preacher, prophet and elect lad y, Jemima Wil kinson ,
who~ influence for a lon g t ime wa s so great as 10 disturb domestic
pea ce by lead ing captive silly rm-n. who Id t families a nd business to
follow th is enthusiast or hypocrite and listen to her wild df\1.~ i ()n s. ~ ~

Where the Canal )' Iarkee a is was a n old bu ildin g of a dark b rown
color. \\ here might be seen da ily displayed Oil th e sho p board . wh ich
was formed according 10 the fashion th ree score years ago by the
wind ow "huller folded down and resring em a post in front , an iron
basin in which was a cake of hand war to indic-ate a grocer y, a nd
0 \"1' 1" the door was a sign board inscr ibcd -c-vjohn N ash sells ch eap
for cash."

An honest glazier nam ed Recompcncc Heal y had his «hop op po-irr
on whose sma ll sign was pain ted -c-i'Good Pu tt y."

AI the corner of Korth M ain and Smith streets stoo d a venerable
edifice fifty yea rs ago. wh ich had lx-en it Ba ptist )'lccl ing House
nea rly a h un dred years before and when' prob ably mnrc than th ree

~I Proh"hly Benjam in Robinson ( 178-l- 18M) , m n of C hrislophn and Hann..h
(Alwood I Robinso n. I I,· is lisl ...d as a hak.-r in Ih,· 1824 Di, u t" , )' and a, a grucu
in l a l ~ r ... d it;on s.

~2 l'uhlish{"d biographi,'s of the famou s " Un;v"'f'a l Fri,·nd" mak.- no m..n tion of
hn {·....r havine bcc- n married. I nd""d hrr advoc,"cv of a Sial'" of cdiban' an d ht"r
alt.-mpts 10 di.i,olvr Ih... ma rri .. g.-s of ht"r followers kd to comidnabl,· d i, ,,·nsion
amonK Ih, · ra nks of Ihus... who considerr-d h... r divine ly insp ired,

23Th... Canal :Markc-I at th ... junction of North M ain and :\l i1l Srreets was
rrl'c l ...d in 182ti. For a hr i..f hislor y of Ih.. Can al :\Iark d Corpora tion , .... The
Xa"a /l.anull Hi Jtarical Rr.~ jJ t" , VIII , no . I, p . I, J a nuar y, 18"0. T he n"Cords
of the corporation ;1['" in til" R hod ... Isl and Hi slo rica l SoCi,·ly .
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generat ions had wors hipped God before thev were gathered to thei r
lathers. Elder Samuel Wim-or officia ted there a s, pa....tor many year!'.
and until the p r r :o.t' n l large church was bui lt." Wh en th e old house
ceased to be a pla ce of worship it w as ;.ucr~..ive lv 1I~'d as a ....uga r
refinery, as a depository of cotto n a nd linen rags or wasu- for Thur
lx-r's paper mills. and for stone lime . molasses. sian's, heading, hoop
po les, and suga r. Our Father's house had indeed lx-conu- a house of
merch andise. In the neighb orhood some of the most substa ntia l and
highl y respe cted cit izens lived or kept their stores-c-sur h as Benjamin
Sid le, Samuel and J ohn whipple. ~ti[h;ld a nd Jocl M etcalf , George
t ve eden . Sa muel Thurber. Sa muel Y(lun ~ . and ot hers." O ne of th is
coterie being troubled with rats borrowed a tra p of anot her of them .
and afte r having used it for awhile loaned it to a third . \\ ho in turn
loa ned it to a fourth. fro m w-hom it went to others in succession until
th e owner. when he wa nt ed it for use, found much difficulty in its
re<OH ry_ He considered himself an in jured man a nd sought red ress by
an attempt to havc rbc delinquen ts pu nished . He therefore a-sem bled
those wh o had mad e I'(l free wit h his rat trap and made a ,graw cha rge
ag-ai nst the origina l borrower lor l oal1ill ~ another 's propert y. who in
his turn preferred a charge agai nst the next for the like offence, and
he another , andso Oil , as in a court of law on an action (or breach of
covenant in a warrant y d eed . summo nses ad warram iznndums are
issued 10 successive grantors 10 make ~lIod the warrantv. .\ nd in th is
way the t rap lend ers were all successively arraign ed and tr ied in the
old ~h'et ing Hou-c hy a distin terestcd court in th e midst of many
l'pei"ta to rs. who had been called in on the occasion , and were each
a nd severally sentenced to pay two bonles of wine, to~ether with cost
of court, in th e same currency _ Tht' tint'S were promptly pa id. and
Ihe court a nd part iI'S and officers in a llendance and spt'cta to rs. a ll

2fSa mud Winsor ( 1722- 18031 sU("("fTd..d his fa th l'"r Samu"\ as P.u tor of Ihe
fiut Bapt i$! Church in 1759, ~l r_ Da nfonh was some .....ha l in <"Tror as to Ih..M'
..\ 'ents, which loo k pla el'" IM' fo r" hi. binh, W insor with a followinlt' of Si J'r inc ip l..
Bal lt iu. M'para t..d fro m Ih.. f irst Ba"t ist Church in l i71. H o:- W31 !ucc",-d" d b y
Dr. J amrs :\fann inlj: , Th.. "pr~ .~ n t l a r !i:~ chu rc h," . ti ll a ch..ri,h~d ];lrld 'llark of
rrov i d ,' nc~ , was ~T<'c t~d in 1775.

2'-' Biolj:raphica l d ,·ta il. an d maoy of th,' prolll ill ~nt town'nwn m"llI iOlWd ma r 1..
foun d in Th~ M n h l/1l jo F t Jl j l)a / ( I' rm 'id" nr e , 1860 ) an d .~ ""a lf "f f h t 1' 0,..,1 of
P,ollidtnct ( P ro"i dr nct', 184 3 ) b ~ Will iam R. Stapk•. Th.. locat ion. of th ..ir
shops an d ho m., ca n oft..n .... found on Ih.. "1lC .. n..nt maps in 0 " ·" ..,, a"d Ou ..
P01l1J of t h t /.0/' , Ho...,. o ..d Sltop s i .. lit .. T o" " of P'o t"i d ~ lIu _ _ ill / 798
Pr()\· id~ncc. 19 H ) by H" ol) R. Chan '
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staid. ~ra \'t' . and sober men . most of them neve r having been on a
l'pree i~ t heir lives, had execution forthwith done. .-\s thc shades of
even inc s-ame on. their vision her-arne nor a litt le obscure a nd one of
th em found himself precipated dow nwards throu gh a scut tle amon g
th e rags and waste. making such a ludricroux appt'arance as to set
the com pa ny in an erstacv of del igh t. He was. however, r-xuica trd
from his t·mharra :<., ing- situa tio n and lifted out of the pit b y his asso
cia tes. and 1'( )(1Il after all reti red to their homes in [wa rt'. This incide nt
P t'T .fI' is triOin~ . hut it illustrat es th e fact th at in IhoM' d ays and up to
the modern era of total abstinence the most sober men would occ a
siona lly put as ide their .~ra\· i ty and relieve the labo rs of the day with
fr.-ti\-ity and a littl e dissipatio n, a nd no t a few who genc rallv walked
upricht during thi' Ja)' would somet imes at night retu rn to their
homes with a stone ill the;' tmts.

This ueig bbo rhood was rhc hut bed of pract ical jokes of which I
will de tai l a Iew. ;\ t th e foot of Star Sir erl Samuel You ng kept a d ry
~oods and ~rO< t·ry. a nd on his broad wind ow boa rd with which e\Try
sho p was then furnis hed he had the fig-ure of a black boy carved in
wood , and his black . .e: lo~"y Ia r r- and wh ite eves and tee-thwere ch iseled
and painted to the lift" : th eir verisimilitud e to nat ure was I'(} perfect
tha t it could not han' hecn made h y anyone but J oh n Bowers.2t1 th e
ingenious sculptor in wood. There had ber-n a difficult y of some sort
t'Xistin .c: bet ween :\Ir. Young and J ohn Brow n . which or iginated in
I'(lme business tr an sact ion . In d osing his store one evening. ~rr .

Young unwitli n,dy Idt his bla ck hoy outside. which being perceived
by a pract ical joker , he borrowed th is "counterfeit present ment" of
one of Africa's rac e : he seized him . in adco nce 01 th r law lor catc hin!!
"fllgitin' s/at'rs," and then enterin~ 9'lme sho p ht' indi ted a fonnal
( ha llrn ~e 10 ~Ir. Brown in tht' IM m r of ~I r. YOlln~ , ill\'i ting him to

mcl't him , anned for mort al comha t , un Pr<r.<pt'et 1Ii11 near the Old
Powdl'r HOll S!' _ ~ : Ht' placed th e r ha llC'ngt" in thl' dextn hand of the
!o>(" ulptured da rkl'y, and that was pu t in a n ereet pol'tu n ' Oil Ihe ~tep~

in froll! of ~ I r . Brown's dop r. wh o gt'llC"Tally ros!' hdon' it was light ,
and who un th at morning ("um ing- 111J1 and s('ein,g llw li.l{urc diml y,
took th e papn from his extended hane!. Ha\'ing a.' lI 'rtai ned its (on-

~r'John Bown ' " ';1' "rouauh t hr' rno,! noto-d {~ rn'r uf fiV:lll~ Il<";,d, dnd ,hop s;v; ns
in rro,· i d ~m- r al lh.. end of l h ~ 18th crrotur~; .

~::\ t . he north...·~.t rorn"r of Pro, po-rt 3nd ~l ....tinll Sll~rts _
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tent s by th e aid of an ent ry lamp. he passed out by the sta t ionary
figure a nd mut e messenger or second. at the door. remarking as he
went , " I'm a peace ma n: Tcan 't fig-ht a d ud. Tell your master that
we m ust sett le our affairs in some othe r way."

The ot her practica l affa ir was th is. A dealer in flour. George
\ r eeden , had sold a few ba rrels to another on a short credit, and the
purchaser , to make a....suranre doubl y sure to the seller, pro mised tha t
at the expiration of th at credi t he would ca ll and pay the bill, if he
should the " be alive. T he time ca me ro und; the term of credit had
expired. and the debtor, having suffered the affai r of h is strong assur
ances to pas.~ out of me mory did not a ppea r to discharge the hill. " O f
course," said th e cred itor, "the man must be dead." He therefore
ca lled on J oh n Lasscll. who was for ma ny years underta ker in th is
town. an d d irected him to ca ll at the lat e residence of his de btor and
ta ke his measure for a coffin. T he undertaker went, and to his great
surprise fou nd the supposed defunct at breakfast. He sta ted [or wha t
purpose he had bcen sem there. hut not by whom, and added th at he
supposed there must he some mista ke. "1\"0," said the living debtor,
"there is 110 mistake-c- I know who sent you. Come. we will go together
and see him." They went. The flour hill was paid. and the under
ta ker received a liberal reward wit hout brea king: ground and without
the delay of presen ting his bill to an administrator.

T o retu rn to the old nH'eting house, TIll' vcncrahk- pile was
tn krn down Ov er Iort v vcnrs since. and on its site T homas and J osiah
Snow, indust rious an d cnu-rprising mec hanics. housewrights, erected
the br ick block which now «ands there.

In sur\"eying and contemplating that antique structure. built bv
dis.'wnting Ch ristians who thought that the human vnir-r was the
only proper music of the sanrtua rv and that the organ was a desecra
tion of the house of God. and at a time before it was considered
th at painted pew.~, cushioned scats. carpeted aisles. domes. or Corin
thia n capitals were nrxess..1.ry accompaniments to public worship,
I have thought that the succ'essivc gene rations of worshipers there
must have been of tha t old-fashioned. unsophisticate-d cha racter.
who occasionally manifested thei r heart felt approb.uion of the
preacher's gift in prayer or sermon by ejaculating" aloud .-\ :\IE:'\.
It might havr- been here : if no l it was in some ot her old churc h
where this cirrumstnno- occu rred: -[ l In e give Amen-hit or miss]



a~ ""ppar..n tlr a hui ldin,l( on lh, ' southwrs t cern... of Nurth Ma in Stn'r t an d
Throop ..\1 10:- ) . I n the 16iO' , it was own,'d b\' G . E. Cln.,.land & Co. , furniture
manufanurrr, .

O lney' s was the Republica n armory', from which their troops in all
parts were supplied wit h anus and ammunition . and here the officers
of the various detachrnr-nts werr- drilled for arrive service.

In a sma ll nne ~tory building a little so uth of the old Packard
or Sterry house. where Cleveland Hall is,3:! some fifty yC'ar!i since
.-\aron Wright kept his tailor's shop. He was diligent in his ca lling,
a nd thrift rewarded hi" indu....try. He was small in stature. hut was
energetic in all his movements and in his speec h. H is gait was
light and qui ck. and in walking ur workin!;:- he seemed impatient to
get to the end , When on his board. ply'ing the needle. he would
throw himself ba ckward and forward in a seesa w mot ion at evc rv
puncture of that instrume nt , much to the am usement of the pa.s....ing
multitude. which hr- hr-edcd not. H is working hours were many
and well employed . and his hours of relaxation were devoted to the
enjoyment of his famil y and to the ~)(' it·ty of his neighbors to whom
he made himself a greeable bY' his flow of good feeling and bv his
amur..ing and in....tructive conversation. He owned the valuable estate
in Wcstmin....trr SITf'rl. now rhe reside nce of David 8 arton.3.1 where
he lived till his remova l to Charlestown . ~fa:o;..._, more than forty years
ago . On an alarm Ilf fire 0 11(' da y, during: his dinner hour, he 1"OSt'.

went to the door. a nd enquired of a person passing where the
fire was. T o which the man answered , " It is somewhere up town :
and I believe it is your shop," .\1r. Wright in his impetuous and
h urried man ner , b ut wit hout his usua l reflection. rejoined . " T hat
ca n't he-for I locked my' shop up when I left it and have got the
key in my pocket: ' With -urh confidence in his key he was not
the m an to dread the inccndiarv's brand or to encourage fire insur 
an ce offices.

Wh ere Steeple Street is. opposite the FiN Baptist Meetinghouse.
the t ide wat er flowed in a dock (or slip ) t il the line of North Main ,
except a sma ll ~pot nca r th e ,,((l \'(' "tore and tinrna n's shop. where
an engine house was stan di ng for man y years ; a nd by its side was
an oyster bench wh ich supplied man y a lover of th at bivalve delic acy.
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The bri ck house or Sa muel X, Richmond" ha s taken the plan '
of an old wooden bui lding", hu-h had probably stood for a century
at the bottnrn of Bowen Street, Iormerlv ca lled Bowen's tine, Dr,
Benjamin B()wf'n~ more than ~ixty yean; ;1.1::0 kept a dru~~~t 's store
in the basement . It was afrcrwurds occupied by Benjam in Thurber
as a dry goods store, who protruded a long signboard O \"('T the door
on which was suspen ded th r- similitude of a bunch of grapes ca rved
of WOOtP" An hon est cordwainer, who could make rhymes with a"
much facility as he could roll the htisrle into the end of hi" waxed
thread, concluded one of his poeti cal advertisements thu,, -

:\ bunch of !1: ra pt><; i-, Thurber's <ign
:\ ,hoo' and hoot an' made on mine
~I y "hop doth ' land in Bowen's lane.
And Jonathan Cad,' j , my narne-.

The house in Xorth .\ la in Street. a little north of the Court House
Pa rade. called the Sim Olnev ravcm." was in its time and for
many years up to 1810 of .grc;a t nororietv. It was the headquarters
of the Anti-Federal-Rep ublicans or Democratic party as it was
successively termed ; and there might be found Arthur Fenner. the
governor ; J ohn Bcvcrlv : ~ic holas Easton : Wheeler Ma n in : William
Peckham : Jonathan Wood hur y Co y; William Tvler ; John Car
pentcr ; a nd others of the tow n ; a nd J ames Ald rich of Scit uate, a
poli ticia n of extensive in fluence : a nd Pd eJ;:: Arn old of Smi thfield .
for ma ny yean; Chid Ju"licr of the Supreme Court : J ud ge Remin g
ton of thC!'t' parts; and othe-r count ry nu-mbers. who there l'oncor ted
and arranged plans h ighly inimi cal to the old Federal party , Sim

~~S"mu ,.J :'; i~ht in~"k Rir h" ,ond ( 1i 81-1 65 4 ) w", on r of the l e "din~ dl~

l(ood . tner,'h"nh (If !' ro" id r nr ,'_ H i, hom.. on th .. nOTth,·" ,t rOTner of s.,......n
a nd :';orth ~fa in Stn'rU i. "ill , tandi n!,: "t 22 SO.....n StU·..I.

~IlDT. lk nj;llllin " " ....-r n ( 172 7. 1i 84 ) wa, " ' On of DT. J " l>r z Bow"n , who h"d
or rupi,-d thr- I,UU r h"u,, ' I.,.(or .. h im, and" first rou, in of D T. Ephra im . Hr
sr'rH d for "'any ) ";,., in th,- mi litia a nd for a pn i(ld d "r;n~ th .. F..nrh "lid
Indian WaT Wa' C"lo" d (If th r I' w " id,.n.... County Regirr,..n t.

3"H,-" j ,un in Thurlwr' , or;'6n,,1 hun "h of ~rap'" now hanK' in th .. IlHlS" ulll <I f
th,' Rhod,' hl.lnd lI i' lOrir a l Soc;,'t y'. II i, ,WH' Lind", "iIr)·ing m",u- , ha , , " r" ind
10 Ih,- pn',, 'ut dily ilud i. n(l"" (; I " dd i n ~s, I nc , th .. old..,t d ry good . ,torr' in
.... mer i,..l_ It ,·onli nu,-, 10 u,,· thr hun,.h of ~ r "p'" ", it< lr"d '·Ill",k.
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:'I Si "'r<ln I I . ( lInn ( 17i 4. j BIH) ,urn-r'd"d hi, fath..r, R irhard 0 1nr y ( 1711
l i ft5 ) , ". prop ri,· t.. r of II,,· l" n n l. I ts pr ox im i!) !O th ,' ( lId St ;t!r Ho",, ' ",,,d,·
it a convenien t trIrr linloi 1'1,,,'" for j.oli ti ri;Hl',

aaT hi, r ,tatr, :-10, 20-1 We.l", in, tn S lrrrt in 16iO, wa v locat ed on th" south
wnt corn... of W... lmin, tr r and Symonds Str e-r .., Thr proprrt,' ran ha ck from
..... rumins trr to Chapel S treer.



was an cn th usia ....tic admi rer of \'ir g-il atul Horace : whil e Spurr
del ighted in modern (Xx·try, and his fa\ oritt, was Thomson's Seasons.
:\fan y an evening would thev meet and discha rge q uota tions from
their favo r ite authors Oi l each other. :\I aw ne ' ·. who was erud ite in
the Latin tongue. would recite a lon .g pas,,<;,;"ig"e' from the pastorals of
the :\I antllan ha rd: while Spurr would 1>1" prepared to meet it with
some descript ive lines from T ht' St'aJon£. and so they would continue•
till midnight or a la te r hour would wa rn th r-m to their plares of
rest. Dr. Spurr wa... an amiable man. hUI never had an extensive
practic e and remarked to;1 friend once tha t he was merelv able to
obtain a bart' li\'ing- in this place and that wa... after the 'mode of
the bear. living in winter quarters hy ~lI< kin~ his own pa ws.

J ohn :\Iawllr y was a well-known character. and his name is
identified with th e dawn of a revnlutiona rv srrugale by the part he
look in the attack and destruction of the GtHpu. He was after
wards for severa l YI',l~ Shl"Tilf of the County of Provid ence, and
after that t ime removed from thi.... town to his country residence in
Cranston. H e was crrr-mric and entirely independent in all hr....
actions and opinions, and was not unlike tha t judg-e. mentioned ill
St. Luke. "whic h feared not God. neither regarded man:' I recol lect
that wh en :\I aw ne\' wa.... Shc ritf , a member of t hl' Genera lA...semble
rose in his scat and complained rhat alter he had add ressed Ih~
chair. :\I r. :\I awney' had ("(lnll' to hi!> !>('at and told him th at wh at
he had jUl'1 ....tat ed in hi!' l'p"ec h wa !> a lie. It was a lime of hig h
pa rty exci lement. .-\ deba le r nl'ued, hut t'llIlcd wilhout a \'o le of
cen!'ure on the "heriff. who dedan'd Ihal he wo uld make no re trac
tion . Before that l'ame bod ~ he wal' at Olll' tilll!' examined al' a witne&<;
O il a pet it ion for a new trial. t he li l i.':"atin~ pa rt ies ha"ing once hern
intimate frie nds, :\ q uestion arose on that poin t . and he was asked
if he knew of the fornwr friendly inh' rmurst" of the partie~. " Certainl y
I do :" and drawi ng from the litOfl' house of h i ~ das~ical recollec
lions . hc cont inued, " t1H'Y WTn' inde('d Oresl('~ and Pylad l'l'," leaving
Ihrec quart l'TS of the memlx-rs ;\l' much in th .. dark as !O his mea nin,g
as thou gh he had ~tood mute. I .... peak of thl' legi,<;latu fl' of a rem ote
pt'Tiod , ;-';ear his howw in C"llll'toll :-lOnd the Irunk of an old forest
IfI'e. which he ca lled hi~ Ihumkring l'lUmp. and in Sl'\"{' rl' ...tonns of
thundcr and li~ht lling , ht' wou ld take a ~ea l on Ihat ehanned spot,
or place or refu ge. and ddy " the red arti lll' r~ of hl'an-n ."
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The Earl Housc' " was b uilt as a fam ily dwelling by j onat han Tilling
has t, or his widowed mother. a lill ie more than half a cent ury since
on th e l'itt· of an a ncien t building of much smaller dimemion~. ~Ir.
Tillingha....t . ',ho Will' termed an 'old bac helor, was an am iable man
of plea .... ing m a nners and loo k m uc h delicht in conversing wit h an ti
sometimes tcal'in~ t he school bo vs as thev pa.....sed to and frum The
Brick School Hou ....·.3 :.

. In a shop formed i~ t hat house Dr. John H . Spurr" opened
his office and a d rll~J.:"I"'1 store. H I" came from foreign partl'. was
tal l and l"T~cl. had one arli~dal eye. which ,c;aye a sinister expfl,·~..ion
10 a phv ....lOgTlomy {Jthe n\l~' ....vmmeu-ical and pleasing. He was
eccentric in hi." manners, bUI minded his own rather than hi!'
neighbor' .... affairs. was ....tudious and had a taste fo r lite rary pursuit.....
But he wa ... a ...rranger : and that wa s, sufficient to throw a mv terv
around him in the e~~ of the curious and inquisitive. Som~ "lid
he w a .... a J ew. and a live J ew in our borders at the time of hi...
advent wou ld haw been a Tllrtl ai-is: although since thai period.
we have h,1(1 rnanv worthy ririzcns of the Hebrew race 10 run a
competition with Yankee en tcrprjse in various bra nc hes of trade
and commerce. But Dr. Spurr was a constant attendant ill t he
won-hipin.l.':" as't'mhly under the pa ....roral care of Rev. Dr. H itch
coc k." a nd IIMt fina lly souled thc q uest ion. Dr. Spurr drew around
him many frit·lld .... who wefl' amlN'd by hil' d~riplioll of forrig:n
S("cnrry and mannl'r.... and imtrucled h\' his extenl'i\'e infonn;tt ion
a nd (l rig i n~~ rema rk~, and amonl,~t h i~ inti matt"5 ,\as Co l, J ohn
:\Ia" IlI'y, I hr la ll('r \\'a~ deeply rea d in thc Rom an d a""icl' and

;U·I:h,· Earl .I1o.. "· .~ood on th .. wr""r of Su'..pl .. and :-';orth ~h.in Slr....U
0vpo',lr till' hr.t . B" I'" 't Chur..h, It had p,,'vioush· b....·n c<tUrd Ih,' .-\m,.r[(,m
Hou...., ""drr ...h,d, n,lllH" it "I'J-W"n for Ih.. la,t l im'.'" in ,'100,,'1 P,ovid,,,C'
.41",o"", of III ~'), :\ yr'!r laI n it ,,'as und"r thr mana~"IlU'nt of Rohrr l Ea rl
,md. thr o,lInr had I"·,·,, .'hanj(,·d, In 18~7 Thr Columbian lI ou. r at 77 ~"rlh

~I am Slr...·t . ,,·as n 'nall",rl T h" :\"'nican 110"'1'.
3:'Th.. Bri,'k Sd",,,1 lI ou<r On th.. north sid .. of ~fI''' l i n l( Sln·"1 hrl""·..n ;>;Olth

\l am 'Illd B("\)f" lit w"s IHuit in 17hll and slill <tands tod a" .
3'ITh .. .only. Spurr of .... Iou. n Ih.... ' i. ,,'..urd as li\"ing ' in Pro,·id,'nn· du ring

Danfo. th . h".~hood ~a . Col. J ~,h " Spurr. Ll" lih D r. J ohn H. Spurr hf:o 3PI....ar.
t':' ha\",' I.."('n III no ...",. Illj·,t'·rlO'" or "for..il(tl."' H i. ohi luary in III .. l' ro\" id" tKr
~.a:~lIr of Orl. 3U, 1822. wh,·n Da nfort h him,df was ..d ito r, , tat,.. th" t h...... a~
In Ill! 7.~lh }· ,·;tr. was bo~n in » or("h"'l..r, ,\1;, ,,, , CaUl,. 10 Pro\" id" nn ' in 177~. ;,nd
' ..rv..d In th" army dUrlnl( Ih .· R,'\'ol"tiotlarv \\·dr.

d, Rn '., Eno•. l l i ~ , ' h r().: k ( I 7~4-1.80:1 ) af"" ~..rving a. a p ,m or in B"\"r rly, Ma " "
and ;,~ C h:,pl am III .tllt' afl.IlY dUfl.n~ th...R"\'o lut iOl; . was ca lkd to th.. pulpit of
th .. FIT,t (.on1('''1(al'0/l,11 Church In Pro \" ld ,'nu ·. Il ,. pas turat,· last..d h um 178:1
10 180.1.
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St. j oh n's Ch urch was com plet ed in l Hl l and was consec ra ted
on th e l l th d ay of j une in that year hy Bishop Griswold ,a" assisted
by ill' tim e ho nored rect or . Rev. ~Ir. C rocker.?" R ev. :\I r. " ·hc;lIon .4o

and ot hers. It s predecessor w as a n ant iq ue building; of sm;111dimen 
sions. neatly built, and commod ious, havi ng a tower in fro nt \\ hirh
po inted i ll' "taper spire m hea ven.' II was dis tressing to those who
had been accustomed (0 w orship th ere to see the venera ble pile
to tt er on its base, and then he razed to the cround . to he . as a
preacher of that day said. "consigned to the demon of de-r rurtion."
and many WCTC the tears shed by those who had drawn wa ters of tiff'
from rhat fount, more especially the softer M"X. \\ ho arc mo re sIL<;('ep
tibl e to pure emotions. tn devotion and H~\TH"nc('. when they saw
thei r la te loved church. their sacred al tars. a heap of min.". T he
a rchitect of the pre-ern -tructun.. was John Hold en G reene.! ' whose
genius has adorned this city with other monuments of architectural
beauty.

T o make room for the Xational House." as it has been heretofore
called" hut now the What Cheer HOII"f'. which was erected hy
Stephen W . Hunt an d Lyman Cady. was removed a wry old bui ld
ing- wh ich had for a M"Ties uf ~eal"!' been occupied as a tavern by a
sucrrssion of hosts of various cha racter suc h as wesson . Hem enwa y.
Wakf'field . Winl·h. Xlunro. an d others." In th e basement fronting
on Nort h ~I a ill SInTt were two storr-s, in one of which Field and

:I' RI. R,·\·. :\ lrlIilnd.-r V i..u r.ri ~....old ( l i 66- 1843) . r..nor of SI. M ichil"l's
Church at Bri ~ t ol . R, I.. had I..·..n r on,,·rrall·d Hi'hop of th,' Ea , lrrn O i<K... r of
lh.. f.p i"'Op.l1 Church a f,·............·h r a rl i..r.

3j' R('v. :'\alhan Bour nr Crockrr ( 178 1. 1865 1, rr Clor of SI . John. Church for a
br i..r v....iod hqtinninll: in 18(1:1 and aaain t"'...n 1808 and 1865 .

"lORn'. Salmon \"'I"' '' lon ( 178 2· 18H) , r rlor of TrinilY Church at :-;...... porl
(\ 8 10· 18401.

t lJohn Holden ( ;".•'" ,. ( 1800· 1850) aho d... ign, ·d th,' p n·.. ·nl Finl ( :"n,.;rr_
!(ational Ch,m'h, rh.. Fra nklin Hou... on ~fa rhl 5(l"a...· ( now inrorpor"t"d into
th,' Rhvd,' h l" nd S[hovl of D"' ;!(Il ) , the RO!i:"rr W ill iam. Ba nk Build in!,: , which
stood next to it Oil till" llonh, a"d Ih.. G ranit,· Blo rk (d,·moli. hr d in 1[1:1'1 10
"':lk ... W d ) ' for 1h,' Srh",,1 of 1)(·, il'l: n Au di1urium ) . A numh.-r of pr;""lr hou.r.
..Iso n' lIIain ,,. 1Il0nUIIWnlO 10 hi. arr-hit ..crural .kill. S...(' ~l ah.. J M . Swal' " Juhn
Holdr n ( ;n"'IH', ,\ rchit..rt ," A " I ; q ll~l .... . 52, no . 1, 1'. 24 , J uly, 194 7.

"ZTh,' N.lt ional lIou. (· ' Ioo d at No. 2 r.;orr h :\bin Strr ,·I. It prr,ull1ably wa.
huill ,!, o rt ly hdor,. IIU a , for in th at ~.. "r H un l ilTld Ca d) pr ..viou.l) li,t "d in
the Din 'r to r)' as hutd wr. ,ll ""ri"u' loca tions apprar lO!t"rrlwr Ih('T\·.

tWl"hr only "IH' of th,''''' ()['cul'" nt. of th ,' hui ldin!( who ra n ht· I>o.iti,'("] )"
id, ·ntiti...l i. AI,..I W"" on, J r., whu h"d it Coif ,.,' 1I0usr UHr ~o . 2 North Ma in
S tr .." t in 1824 . I n tl,.. ' '' III<' y... a r Da nid lI t" mt" nway kr pt :In inn :,t 87 B"n d ;1
St rrl"!,

Rugg opened a n Auctioneer Offi ce. and were succ eeded in the sa me
line by Hodges and Burr, who in their turn were succeeded by Darius
Shea rman . grocer, and OtlWTS no t recollec ted. I n the ot he r sto re
JOS('"ph T aber for severa l yeaI"!' kep t his tailor's sho p. and turned out
of that snug berth some of the m ost costly. fashionable. and best
made clothes of the day. ar knm\ Il"d.c: ing: none of woman born to
SUrpa.liS him in mate rial. cu t. or finish. He was seen one day by a
merch ant's cle rk opposite un Cheapsi de to step out and go into a
barber's sho p ( Luther's I think ) to undergo the comfort of shaving.
:\ c ha rcoa lier at that mom ent was silent ly approac hing. it not being
the fashion of th a t dav to crv out cha rcoal. and th e." \ o ung: clerk,
without a hal on" wass soon sta'nd ing: a t ~I r. Taber's doer and ca lled
for charcoal. Wht'n the charcoal was ca rried in. neither bins. box,
nor barrel could be found " and the cha rcoalicr was directed to
em pty his basket all th e shop hoa rd . The man was su rp rised at
th e tum thin gs were ta kinl':". but be lieving tha t he wa... dea ling: with
th e oce up.1.1lt of the shop" a nd im pressed with the importance of
the old nautical maxim. " Obey orders. if ~'()U break ow ners." threw
down the content" of his basket as directed . On receiving his pay he
d epa rted. and our youllg: d erk soon after cut stic k, and was off like
a locomotive. ,rhat was the di:<may of T aber on re turning, to SC"e

a pyramid of cha rcoa l on the board wh ere he ha d been sitt ing and
sewing his garmr-nus, a nd J::"()~sanu-r parti cles of d U:<1 floa ting through
out the room. wh ilst the heavier pa rticles in obedie nce to the laws
of gravitation wert- :«"lI lin,g on hi.... finest wo rk! He probably solilo
q uiscd in the words of Fisher .\ ll1es- "On this theme my emo tions
arc unutt era ble."

This hou se and estat e was the prnp('rty of .\ rthur Fenner . who
resided th ere for many yea r:< lill he bnih his new house . afte rwa rds
the residence of J anw:< Ft·l1I1('r . and now of Sa muel Dexter."! Arthur
Fenner was g:O\Trnor of rhis ...t ate fur many ~1'ars and d ied while
in office. He was a man rema rka hlv pla in in 1'lw,'c h and att ire. but
bland and afTahll' in his mnnnr-rs . II" was a Republican . a di sciple
of th e Jefferson school, ami po,,,,,,,·s...t·d all llllho\Jlldnl influence over

Heo". :\r lhur Fr nlll'r '. " ,w w hom "" in th .. midst uf th(' Ill<""duw. and
orrhards of his \Vh" t <:h"!T Farm , 1[M,d on tl... . it,· (If Ih,' pre":1l1 51. Ma ria 's
Horne on Go' ·...nur Slr...·1 I,.,tw' ·(·n r n 'sto ll ,,,,.I L,,, (;"or!i:"" SIr...,·ts, S"murl
D"xrn ( 178 1. 18ti2\, who li""d in thr h""sr in 18.')0. "',," a J..adin!( m"nuf:lc·
turer and d wn-in·];'w of C ,..·. J " n.... F,·nm·r. ( 17" 1· 18 41; >.
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Th.. Provid - n,-.. ,hol' p;nl/ di,trin on th,' w..,t ,id,' of ;';orth ~l;o i n Str...."
!>t- Iw.·..n ~farhl Sll" ..r.. an d Sl"l'/,I<· S'U" '( "" ~IS (""Ilt-d Clwap,id.. until
tn.. m;d- ..i~h l" ,·n-fort;... . Thi' ,·i,·.... w,,, p.. inll'd b, Jl a rr is iu IR4:J
fr01ll Ih.. H"p ' of Ih,' I' ra uklin 1I0u,, ', It... Imild in(/; " I II,.. f"01 of Collqw
lI ill which I"" I"" 'n im orpo r" l<·d inlO Ih,' School of [ln i ~ n .

the mind!' and will of tilt" men of that party, VigorOils attempts were
repeatedly made by the old Federal party to remove him from tht'
gube rnatoria l chair, but they always proved abortive . H r- had the
countrv in fluence ill his favo r, .... irh a Ie.... ...trong partisa ns in town.
a nd he smi led at the threats and att em pts of a ll his polit ica l foes.

It was aholl t ttw ve-a r l 80~ that a tr ial was held lx-forc the Co urt
(If Common I'le;\s in th is town , in which J oh n Dorrance " was
plaintiff ; and Arthur Fenner, defendan t . It was (or slan de rous
word... a lleged to han' been ...pOk C'II, amo unt ing' to rbe charge that
the plaintiff as preside nt of the town cou ncil had been bribed hy
the present of a beaver ha t from Or. Pardon Bo.... en to pren~m a
pron~" th reaten ed acainst one or more medical student... in regard
to the disinterment of a dead hndy in Scituate. It excited an unusual
interest in both po litical parties, amongst the numerous personal
frie nds of the litiuams, and in the .... hole com munity. 011 impaneline
the jury at the court, the throng' of spectators was so g'rea t that the
Cou rt ad journed to the old tow Il house to hold the tria l. It cannot be
expected that I should J.:in>· a deta il (If thi... case, exn'pt tha t it resul ted
in a verdict in Iavnr uf the defenda nt wit hout in the It' ast injuring
the character of til(' plaiuritf. 'Flu- tr ia l was rqllJrtl'd wit h great
min utenes.. and published in a pa mphle t with blur IMlwr rover... :"1
a nd as it dt·\'t'lo pl"d !«l1l1C partisan kcling in the cou rt and jury, it

" as said by U I l(' of Fellner's friends, \ \". 1'., before tilt' nex t election
when the Federalists had \\'illiarn GnTIU' in the field acain ... t Fr-nne r ,
that if Fenner sho uld cet beat, it would he o\\ing to " that da·i!irh
blue book," Eminent counsel wa- enaaeed on both ..idcs: on th e p;trt

nf the pla int iff James Burrill , Jr. then An om cv (;"'!wral and R J. \

nJohn Dnrra n' .. IJ.li-ISH, ;"dlol" o f th,' Co url of Co mmo n I'k .., 101
Pw\"id..nc.. COu" " li'll_t80t, I' r... id.'n t of th.. To"-n Co" " dl li'lj·18U and
1"'·!IlI ...r of Ih.. (;,·" ...,,1 ' \''''lIlul~' li' I'l· lsn l, w",,, ..iol'· lll "" lil ic.,t opponrllt
of Go \" . ,\ nh". h ·llnn.

j'IN..p or l of Ih.. e,/ ! vhn Dol " '''' '''' at:a;'ut .~rth~r I'~ n n .., ... T o Jl"lti. 'h
..I ,.. Add..d I h~ !·" " d i n.l,,1 i n th ~ ell'" .hlh,,, I'~ nn.., 1'$ John D(}"(ln , ' ~

I I' , O\·i,k llCt". fk n,wll \\"11I"'1o-r, lBO::! ) . F"nlll'T, arcol'dill~ 10 I) " " " ,,," ' , not un I.,.
a"c",,'d him of ''' '' ' ''I'tin ~ Ihe hrih," hUI ,,1'0 of na\"im: "Ih, ' illlp",kncr 10 w, ·",
II,.. "foTt',,,id hal un hi , .. twad, ....h ik I,.. .. oftic iau 'd a, .\ lod"""lOr vi .,
Town· ~ I'''·I ,n~ of II,.. low n of P,o\"id"nn' "fore:said." l 'll<" U" PQrl thcm.•·•
inl ..n ·'l in o: l io:hl on Kho"k Isbnd ("ou n I'l'On ,..d inl/' in Ih,· ...11 1" IBC'(rs, Par 
' orulaJl, "dih in\l a ,,· "'Ill" of the- rrm"rh ..... d, · I,,· Ch id J u-r ic.. Ih ni,'1 O",..n,
~"ch ", " ",..' 11 h.." r wh.lI th.. p,"li," ha ' I" ,." odor .. Ih.. Courl _ do n.._ Yo:
h,,'n l no ohj....rion . I , ,_,. 10 Ih,". h,,' u'> It..h'"



Greem- : and for t il(' defend an t David Howell an d :\~h("r Robbins; ' "
and seldom in a llY t ria l since ha n ' I ~IT II advocnu-s displa y rnurc
energy. industry. or eloquence.

Xext south of thi :- old residence of em-..Yrrhur Fe-nner and in the
building lone: know n 3 !' the ;'\ fanufaft urrr'~ Hotel. lived j abez
Bowen. the 0 \\ ne of that Notate, H e hilt! been Lieuten ant or Deput v
G overnor, as then termed. before the adoption of the constitution.
He W<t :<. a well-educated ma n ami cm phaticallv a gcnrlcrnan of the
old M"hOI II, dign ified in his deponmem. rath er aristocratic in his hear
ing, contrasting !<trongly in his manners and exterior cnmagc with
his nearest neighbor. Oov. Fenner. For man y ~ ea r~ up to his death
he was Chancellor of Rhode Isla nd Colk~e and Brown Universitv
and president of the Providence Bank. He was a warm political
partisan of the Federal School and ever found himself in the majorit y
in rhc town of Providence. For man~ ~ ean; he was the only modern
lor of the town meetin gs . )' Ir. Bowen see-med ind r-ed to have held
that plano by a prescriptive right : and on unc occasion it is said
that the hour of meet ing- ha ving arrived before 11l' ha d. it was
proposed 10 or~iUliM"" the meeting, \\ h("11 his aced father , Dr,
Ephraim, exclaimed . " How ca n ~ou nn~ani!'C? J ahl'L hasn' t rome
vet ." Probabl y three-fourths of the freemen held the opinion that
no other pt'n;on was com petent to do the du ties of the office: and all
would un ite in opinion th at nn onc could surpa.!-o." him in promptnt"SS,
deci sion. or impartiality. It seemed at that time 10 lx- a prevalent
opi nion that business talent was a rare.' gift and part icularl y in th e
milOal.:"t'IllCnt of IlwlH·ta ry afTain;. T ht· oll l~ mu neyrd inslit utio l1l hl'n
was tht' I'r m·idcncc Bank wil h J nh n Rrm\ n at its head as pre!'ident.
wit h a hoard nf prudent .md npulent nH·n as. din'nnrs, W hen a
charter for Ihr Exdlange Bank was a ~kcd for ~ I HOO; . the prople
....erc s llTpr i~d, and the wiS(" nnt"!< enquired . " W here will Ihey find
men ca pahle of ht'in t:; pr~id('nt and d ircflors ?" What a qll('!'-tion
th at \\ollid he for this prcS<'1l1 da y wht'!1 a r('gim('nt of bank di n'flors
might bt, as."t'mhlnlllJ1 ,r t· ~ hll :-;."e t Bridg-e al fift"TIl minu lrs' nolice.

~;J;OIlW' Hurrill , Jr. ( 1772· 1820) , .\ tlOTlwy (; ,'n...,,1 1747-18 14, SP'" ,,~ "r of th r
R. I. 110,, '" 18 14·18 1" , C hid J " .ti...• of thf' R. I. SUpU·fll<" Co urt 1810, U. S.
Sr nalOr 18 17-20 : Ra ' · (i r....n.. ( 17" ')_184" ), .\ tfo<n.., ·G,·nnal 1744- " 7, t ' S.
S..nalor 17" 7· 180 1: [>.l\ ,id Ho "," ..11 1747-1824 , lon'l prom;n..nl in th.· affa ir,
of th .. Coli...:.. and a. a l a"' ~ rr , t ' S, O i. lrin J ud'lr 1812 ,1824 : ;\ . h,·r Robb ;n>

1757-184" ,C. S Dim in .\ n Olll r' 1812·1 820. t ·. s . S.'nalor 182')...18:14.
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Go\", Ar thur Fenner and Gov. Bow('11 were the antipodes in
polit ica l s- ruinu-ms. hu t dwelt 10glot l1l'f in harmony as nex t neighb ors.
Gov. Bowen was an esteemed acquaintance of '\'ashington, and
when tha t illust rious rx·n;on last visited Providence. he called on
Gov. Bowen . a nd (rom his balcon y Iror uine on ~Iarket Square
exchanged civilities w ith th e citiz ens. The bakony was removed
several yean; since. but the doo r w hich led to it was preserved till
the old hon-e itself Wit:.; taken do.... n last spriuc [ 1850 J to make ....ay
for the splendid edifice no w be ing erec ted to be railed the Wh at
C heer Building." III the rear of these la te old buildings. which
have been long en cu mbered with -heds , stables , hostleries. ctc., w ere
beautiful ~anh° tl s and a choice varietv of fruit trees. :-';nl south of
Gov. Bowen's. and where now stands the granite block in which
art' the Roger W illiams and the Ea~le bank-s, Franklin Hall. and
merchant's stores, was a lar ge wooden building owned b~ the j enckcs
family . It stood bark about fifteen feet (rom the stree t and was
en tered by ascending a IOIll.l: flight of steps. and at the commencement
of these n-miniscences was the residence of David Leonard Barn es,
who afterwards bui ll a house in Benefit Strr-er'" and lind there the
resid ue of his life. He was a n eminent lawyer of extensive practice,
his office being in Colle l.l:e Street , He afterwards became judge of
the United States District Co urt and was hil.l:hly respected for his
private and judicia l cha racter.

The Franklin House erected hy Charles Poncr-" and lon g known
as a popular hotel under a succe....sion of court eo us keepers rovers
the 101 whe re stood the \'enl'Tabl..• dw('ll in~ of th t' equally H'llerabll"
Dr , Ep hraim Bnwell, a man according- to my l'a rli(~st recollections
then far ad\"anced in ~ea~. hu t acti\"c in mind and bod y. HI:"
l.l:cneralh wore a full bottom whitc ..... i,g. suc h as Goldsmith pla frd
~n the h~ad of Dr. Primro.st'. \ ·icar of \\"~kefi eld . and s.ur h a~ pictures
rf'prt"!'Cnt to haw bern \\Om by Dr. Johm.on an d other gran cha rac
ter.« acro.«." th .., ;\t1.antir· waters: and such .as man y other elderly me n
wore ht"Tc, as Wt· ma y ha\·e occasions to de si.g-nate_ H e wa~ much

.'S,ill "andinll: .II 20 ~b rk<-l Squano
•

."Judg.. Ba rn'·... ho u.. · i. now no . 4'1 Hrnd it SIt,·,·t on ,h.· wnth .·ornn of
8<'ndi t and J r nt·kr . Srr""I' .

l' 'C ha rin f'ou ..r ( 1788 _18.')7) hr<tan h OI hu.i n.." c;u....r in Eli,ha U, n
o

, count
in" hou5(C . Iff' "'.... sut....qu.. nd,· ..n ..xl ..n.;\'" imporln of dr' I{ood. , a cotton
manufa("lurr r. an d a luccndul ;n '· ... ' o r in rral ... tat...
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esteeme d and went down to th e A"raH~ nearl y Iort v years since dee ply
mourned by as nurncruus and respectable descendants as any other
ncr had . He ha d fou r wns-j abez, Dr. Willia m, Dr. Pardon , and
Co l. Ephr aim. Of th e first we han ' spoken at large. The two doctors
wer e eminent in thei r profession an d had an extensive pract ice.
Col. Ephraim Bowen was inn:....ted wit h offices of trust ; he was a
man of great t" llcf.l:~-Y of cha racte r. At va rious times he was a mer
chant. an agricultu rist. a d istiller, was for some lime SherifT of
rbc County of Providence. and a fter he removed to wa rwick. was
a represen ta tive of that town in the legislat ure. He was also one
of the bran ' boys who man ned the T orchlight . whic h on the en':
uf the Revolu tion arv \\'<lr, ca rried swift dest ruction to the Gaspee
schooner in our r iver below.

[10 he continw'd ]

BOOK REVIE\\"S

Ca reer Il"'ometJ of A m ,'ricd. by E1ilahelh Anthony Dexter. Fraucesrown,
x, II. , 1950. xiii. 262 p. $--1.00.

Hnviuu read a tremendous mass of material. printed and unpriuted. running
from 1776 tbroueh 1819, " Irs, Dcxu-r has imposed both orck-r and wit IIIHm
it and has I,(i\','u 11-'. not without bibliographical aid, II soulld hut li\r1y
;'rn"llli ( ,Illd \,ltat a I,oring nunpil;'li"" it !lli~ht have Iwrn l ) of women as
{,'a<"l1frs, doctorx, and nur-cs: preac-hr-rs ~jngrrs, and actrecsr-s: writr-rx, tavern

kr-r-pr-rv and shopkeepers: drr-semakers, farmers. and millworkers-c-aud others.
She does not fonn-r. nor allow her readers to, tha t during most of the .ixty
odd yTars d.'alt with, " \'ery common "i,'w of woman's pl; U.T W;lS tha t lhus
described hy C"lh;,rilH" Ik,..-}wr :

" Th" more inn-Him-nt a 1"'''11.111 hnoml''', the more she ran appreciate
II,l' I' i"dnm of th .... ordinance tbat appointed hr-r suborrlinatc station, and the
more her taste, will ronform to th~ c:rarl'ful ;md dignified relirem('lll ;Illd
,uhllli",ion it illvolv,.,.'·

Lurkily. 1101 all W'HIll''' kIt ;1< ~Ii" B..,.<!wr '''y'' slU' did. T h i, hook d,~als.

,md f;lS,inalingl\". with the .... x,.eplion". It s snriologiral ~ignitlran("e i,.,.bviously
oUI'landing, hut as ~ Ir , . f>Cxt<'r has IN'l'n rursed by nil rompul,ion to dj,till
hn di,,'o\ '{'fi... s into dOl!m;lti" jarl,[oll. she has produrnJ a work lll«t m ... '·'lll
r<'all, s<"."r. /In i/,"1 i"'lui/!lr.

Tltr , '"Iume i, ;lpproprialt'l~· drdirall'd tn ~Iarc:art't Bingham Still-\ell.
Iltr (:"r;llor "f th( ' :\llllmary Brown " I,'moria!.

i<r s C. "1 .OCGlI

l' rOl·idenr e.

PJJJy lr'i/mn'J ,\ feet;'lg. hQuH' in Pml'iJence P/a"tatio'IJ , 179 / · /839,
being .111 Account of J GOlia/Irish Pe rson ubo JhJ peJ " Co m m u n itY'J
Culture .mJ Lif e, by Arthur E. W i].;o n . IInstoll, the Pilgrim Press. 19511,
vii, 27B p. $3 ..'}O.

W~ are no t yet rea dy for a comprehensive history of rr-liaion in Xl"" Englund.
T he prr-seut volume is on,' of several 10(-;,1 stud ie, which must first Ill" cum
ple ted. W l' are already indebted to its author for l!"e.l'bOHI'I RriJgl' with his
ac count of Heuefk-r-nt Church under josr-ph Snow's p;llriarch,d pa"lorate,
nnd now hI' illlrndu,rs us to an I rish ~le t h"d i Si prea , hr r w ho broke with
j oh n \\'rsley hy persisting in bring married before he finished his apprentice
ship. Corninlt from D ublin to Providence in 1791, j a mes \ \ ' ils" n accepn-d a
,'all to thr - \\'e-<t Si de ( Seco nd) Congro:-gational Church as jowph SUI'"~ '.,
assistant. In 1793 he supplied the pu lpit of St. j nhn\; C hurch and \\a" even
invited to become its recto r. ..... ch urrh co ntroversy over matu-re pe rson al,
a dmi n istrat ive. and dOl"\rina l marrr-d t he record of Father Snow'., lelia years
and split his nJllgn'gatiuu, S now an d his Followers wilhdrrw an d founded
T hird C hur,·h \dth an edifice. " O ld Tin T o p: ' on thr sourheuvt corner of
Ric hmond an d Snow (now Pine ] St reets, \V ilsOll st aved hy t he Ik lld in ' lll
Snrit't r. T he record sho"·~. runtrary to a rommou opinion. how I"'"k the
intlueure of nruauizcd r.-lig ion was in the early days of Rhode Is la nd, par
tirula rly when ·,·om p"n·d \;ith ot her colonies. Later th,- rhurrhes increased
in pown under stro lllt m en like Manning, lI itt ·h..."k, and W ilson . '\' ith them
religion wa" rulturallv proa ressive . Th,'y put the Churrh into t he center of
the- co m m unity where it is !I>,!Jy,

I n th is hook one Gill re ad alH'u t till' famous sta te lotteries of tI\(" bit' 18th
century by which sever..1 rhurchcs and r-nlleges were u'inf"rn'd tinanr-ially:
about t he beginnin~" of private, then of public l'dm'atioll under the srimulu-,
of men like j ohn Howland (w ho wa" 110t, h (),, ~wr, first president of th..
R .I.II,S . ) , j a mes W ilson, j ohn Innes Clark, and t he civic-minded ,\~s",·ialilln

of ~1 ~d1an ir , and M anufac t urers which "as fo rme d in 1789; of tl,.. belated
pla nt ing of "Iet hod i"m in Providr- nre in 1815; of the Ca h-inist fear of "so
dan gerous a d oc-t rine" as C nlversnlism: of t he novelty Hi derorarina a church
and ohservi ng C hrislmas Day , "hell as luu- .\" IB:U se rmons wert' "lill Iwing
preac hed ag~ in st the obse rvance of this Ir-stival an d Ea srer was r,m'].
mentioned bv t he nOl){"ollformists; of th~ .l:TOwth of A merica n chun'h )luI,i, ';
of Samuel Siatn "nd t ill" IW W Sunda~' Srhnols for his mill n >t11llHUlilirs; of
the introdun iou of a neodassir al ty pe of public' huild in l{ in ston~ still to
be se,'n ill j;ull r s W ilson 's '"Rollnd T op" C h ur,·h , St. john' ~, i' irst Congr,'~a.

lional, the ,\ rrad,.. "lannin l,[ lIa ll. ;md lhe .-\t henarum. Dr. W ilsoll' s d,·",·rip
timl of Ihe city c m no'" he su ppkm~m l'd or " Pic t ures of Pw vid ,'n,·e in Ihe
Pa st , 1790-1820. t he R,-m ini.s< r nr r s of Wa l{er R . D;Hlfo rt h: ' n, rrf"lltly appear

inl: in Rfwd" "'and 1Ii,/",\'.
i' or m u, h or th is a hi, I;,rian has at his d i,p"sal Ihl' --18-volume d iary of

Stl'pl1t'n Suow W ard wel l, rO"ering tIll' ~"'H' 18211·39. O f t hese and ll1'Ul~

O1h~ r ori g in al soufI'e, P;ld dy " 'i lsun 's prrso-nt-da}' SUHe"or at Round T op
has madl' ri,'h uS(', d",,']' rl"l:lling lht' hi'lu ry of lh t" C hun h and Iht' W.."t
Silk "''''H lluu i t ~ , "hy his trihe innease~

Brown L'n k n "ity W ll.l.l.\\l J. 1l01l1l 1S;S



P S. As their mnv not lx- time to Consult the Gen cr nl Asv-mblv of
Connccticuu on thi~ Subject ill time to mak.. the proposition to 'lli s
Excclh-ncv General Gagl' D u ring the sessioJ1 _ of our prest'llI .\"t'lllbly,
why mig-ht lIot the propo,ition he made hy u_ alonl", not to he hinding
unit'S' ag rn·d to hy thelll ;lnd !'\ew I Lllllpsbt' ir.-

TIll' H o noh1• The G,,"I, Ass,>rnbly now S""ing at provident-e.

Country and that their scituarion their, living wholy on Salt provisions,
will Ix- rcndcrd so disagreeable, that better Terms of pt'an~ may be
obta ined now then at any futcr time, but in my humble Opinion we
ought at the same tim!' we arc pn'pairing' for D efence to Spair no pai ns
in our Endeavors for Conciliate-ing measures. this wi ll he no more then
taking thr- same p recaution against the Effuvion of H u ma ne Blood, then
is done by those whom we so J ustl y Complain off . The Sec rctarv of
States kiter of the 3rol of Ma rch I think is Evidentlv held out to the
Colonies as a T est of their Inclinat ions towards a Compromise of our
Unhappy Dis p utes. Theirfore I give it as my Opinion that its now in
till' power of th is Colony and Connecticut! to make such propositions
to H is Exo-llc no-y lrt'lwra l Gagt-, as wi ll Effect uall y put a tota l Stop
to any H osrilitvs till th e Contcnental Congress a nd Each Colony ran
co nsider of an answer to the Sec n·ta ry of Stales Leuer and till we h ave
an Accou nt of the Receptio n our Answers meers with which proposal
m ight be as fo llowet h or somet hing Simila r V izt , T ell the General of
our determination of D efence, bu t that we realy wish their would
be no Occasion of our Forces going into the F ield , bu t that those of
the M assachusett s &r al ready a""lIlbled round about Roston Should
wit h draw and re turn to their Respective H Ollies a nd that all pri-soner
on bo th Sides Should be Im med iately d eliverd up and that a Free
passage int o, and (Jut of Boston should be immediately Es tablished,
by wh ich the T roops and all ot hers lIlay he supplved with fresh provi
sio ns &c &c, I n Consequence of all which the General with all his
p rincipal Offio-rs to En~ag:l' and be Obligated in sonu- satisfactory
manner that thei r shall 1>.' no furt he r Hostilit ys Commiued on any
persoll whatever nor their Estates till an answe-r he received fro m his
:\lajesty 10 what the Coline, may send to him in answer to the Sccretarys
Let ter above said I think th is Cannot by any means be Considered
as too forward in these two Colonies or if New H a msheir can he United
in the same H'quest it would Doubt less have the mort- weig:ht. but as
the-y cannot from many Circumstances be so soone In rrod ur-ed into th e
measure it Ill<ly with p ropriety be O ITer d to the Genera l for h is COIl
r-un-ru-e an d thi-n lnune-diatclv tra ncnin-d to the Continental CoIl~re,"

&c &t' which I have not the least Doubt of having a Good EfTl'ct, pray
Excuse this Imperfect Scrawl from your

Honors 1110"! Obcdir-nt Hu ur. S,'!'\",

JOII~ BR O \\' K

JOH l\" BROWl\"'S ATrE~IPT AT CO:-:CILl ATlO:-:
WITH TH E BRITISH , J775

J OH 1'\' B ROW =,, ' S attempt at conciliation wi th the Brit ish . which
took the form of a motion in the General Assembly p lay 5, I77S ) °

has reccmlv lx-en found in t he R hod e Isl a n d Archives.
.\ 1y attention was firs t d irect ed to this subject by a reference in

the Diary of t h~ Reveren d E zra Stiles (v. l , P: 548 ). Subsequently
the la te A llen t rench told me th ere was much unpublished material
to he fo u nd in the transc riptions of t he Br it ish Ad mi rah v R eco rd s
in the Li brary of Congress .

T here I foun d a partial transcript of this document, w hich w as
published in "The Seizure of J ohn Bro wn ," a n installment of the
" Patrol of Nnrragansctt Ba y." published A p ril. 1949, p- 52 .

\ \" G. 11.,

Pr ovidence. :\lay 5,t h 177::'
GE:":T LE~IEX

TIlt' Unnatural and l 'nh<lpPY Contest
1~·tw{,{,Jl Brittain and America which q''l'I1l~ 1'\Try D ay to Iw I nnl'a ~ i llg ,

Causes nn- to ,('I d~)wn and thro togathr-r some of my thO\Ig-hts on this
lI1abndl(~lIy ~k("asJ(ln, a,nd for which I heg your H Ollo n pardon of my
pr('sumpllOrt III Addn''''lIl.C: you on this Import an t Subject.

I am rh-ar in Opinion with Lord
Camdl:n, C,h;1I11l'1ll. and many others most :'\oble worthys of Engbnd
that 1 axaucm and Rrprcscutation an' l nv-ppcra tlv connected , and
can neve-r ,Ign'eahle to the Engli,h Constitution nor to HlITlInOn scnr-e
be- pll,t a Sumler. and .that the Parlia me-nt of England havr- no more
Just right to Tax ..Amcrir-a then the GI'Twra] A....r-mhlv of nnv One Colonv
has to T;lX anothe-r, hut yt't notwithstanding th e Claim of Pa rlia ment
to GO\'l'Tn America in all Cases whatsovr-r, I think it thr- Indispr-ncible
D uty of ('\,tTy America n to Delibera te at this I mportent Crisis in the
most Cool and D ispa siona te manne-r. that tilt' Xaturc of the Case will
poss ihly admir off . and that th'o all the prr-pr-rarionc for our Just and
lowfull Dd ,'nn ' lTlay he absolutciv 1U'('l·ssar.'. and th at Evcrv Colonv on
till' Continent are' hy the T il'Sof H o nor J u; t ir l' and H uma nity, Ohliged
to stand h~' and support Ea ch other in the-ir- .lust rights and pri\'ikges
altho the Sword ha s ln-r-n drawn and the Srnhbord as yet Sl',,,,",S to he
lost , I am not out of IInpl's that the Latter mav he found and the
Former n-rurncd rht-irin to its usual rest and Quiet. altho manv an' of
Opinion that if t!lis J)ispu~e must he Determ ined by mig-ht and not hv
Righr that Arm-rica can WIsh for no better tinn- then the pn-v-nt. that
WI' alT Ilnw L'nitnl and han' it in our pOWlT to Hlocbdt· Bostoll in sudl
a :\ Iarlller as tIll' I{t'g'ular T roop s cannot lTlarch froll} thrnce to thl '

h:?
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In the J a n uOl ry. 195 1. i~' lI " of R hodr h lll1l.1Ilijlory t l\(' name of
a new meml)t"T. ' In;. St uart T . Co leman . wa!' inn)rr("nl ~' l i<;,tcd a~

~lr!i. Stuart T . Col(·.

~h'. Edwin 1'. If ill, .H 21 Broadw a y. Ind ianapolis 20. Ind ia na . is
l.!atherin~ a nd pr~rying gene a lo.gie.l1 r('cord!' o f Ihe H ill famil ~ .

H e wo uld be glad to Teu 'i'T a ny in fomlalion re ad<''''' ma y ha \'(" on
Ih is famil~ in Rhod(' h land .

The Soriet~ ha s recen tly com pleted a ca rd index of all o f its
periodicals since IB71 . These arc indexed accor<!ill .~ to subject as
wel l as author, The first ten volume!' o f the Colt rctio ns, IFl27-1902.
and the monogruphs published by the Societ y co ntain separate
indexes.

:\ fonner pr("!'idl 'lll o f the Rhode 1!>l.1 nd H i!'lo rica l S" f i t· I~. Ric hard
LeBaron Howen . ha s hccn e!ened \"if('.pn·!>ident for Rhod ' 1!'la nd
of Iht· :\ew En,gla nd If i!'to rir Gen('alo,giral S' Kict y. An"thtT of our
mt'l1lbers, A rt hur Ada ms. formerly librarian of Trini ly C(lllq~T. has
1)<"('11 t']er ted librarian o f the sanH' (Ir,~a niJation .

• • •

. \ cCl':~~ IO :\ s

Cift of III<" ;\Ulh"r, Tsco 1114!! lI n ", t Fa milin . h~ Fr.lIIl. H. 1',,\ ,
By pun h;r-e-. IIUl'o' 111 ' . D-l(,h of till' Hn-mon fall lih
( ;ift o f Ih,' a uthor. Rit hard S.n l/l and .om,· 0/ hiJ dn" "dlu'h. h\

Frank H. Swan.
( ;ift of tlU' ,HIt lin r. I:'u ,fr R chohoth, v. iv , hy R ichard I.dl. l1"OTl I\.n \' r-n.

n y g- ift of :-'11" . ( ;" o rw' A. Smit h . n-li.., a nd papt "T' "f lIlt' Will-ox-Smith
fa milies.

Two -alr '1)< '011 ' , two t ablr-vpoous. a nd llIro 'I' \l ·asp. HlI1 ' , whic h hdoll~('d

to Captain lk-nj.unin Se-aburv, till' )Z ifl Dr ~ [ r' . Frank A. CUlI lllli ll~:> ,

B.y punha v-. R. I. CnN" For IWill and R. I. C"IISIIS fOI HUO (min o.
lillll ).

Hy gift o f llow urd L. Anthonv. n-lil" a nd IIISS . of If,-n ry J. .\ nlh" ny.
Ih ' Il: ift (If :-' 11'" I...ah :\111" 11, lIIi"...llam-ou , )Z " l l<'a l ,,~i " ;l 1 ro o rd -.
C'ift' of Hr-mv I) , Sharpe. picture- of old ha rm in Providvn ....
( ; ih of :\l i" Ann Putna m H W \\Il<'. man-rial Tl'b linl:' 10 li lt, ~b lD-" 1<'

f' lIni ly silver.
Gift of :\1,..,. ElJi" l Fl int. r-or m-r 'lIp"",.-nd, , wl"ll f ron t bun-a u. (-;od d Md

tal l rkx-k. ra llt·, a nd h<:K'ks.
Gill of ~1 T'i . R ichmond Viall. III" ( ;a rd in.... man-ria l and honk ,

from the r-vtan- of CynlS P. Bro w n.
(-;ill of Donald E. Lear-h. Thr - Caus,", and Elf,·, !> of King Ph ilip ',

\, 'a r ( rns. !lwsi, j .
Gift of ~h" ""nry C. Hart . th l '''' 111 ' . Il()('ks of g- r;l\ "s loW' 1l'l'('l ds.
By purrha sr-. ms . mut.. rial of th.. -"" "p h T ill ing;ha 'i Llln ily.
(~ift of :-'fr . Pnry .-\ \ <TY. a piano , too l.
From tilt' ,"1,110 ' of (~"or~" C. Barton. a "Martha \\·a,h int.:lon" ,Il.lir
Th,' l i hrd l~' hOI' ;\' lluin'd hy g-ift. punh.....·. or '·X, h,Ult.: '· g;"Il< 'a lo~i";1 1

111 01 Inial on the- follow inl:' famil i,...: :\ hl" .. Adams. :\11)<" ,' . A ld i-n..\Id 
rir h . .-\ hord..\ nd rew H.-u'l.u,. H.-ul" ·I. H;lrn, ·~ . Ik a. h . HO'H 'Il. Bo,'llloll.
Ilraina rd . Rril:l:~ . Ihm g,·. Burnham. Hurral:" " Bud .·r. Ca rn-r, ·Can.
Chandkr. Ch;·twock . C'loug-h_Colhurn . C O],-. C"l1anwr. C••II, ,·r...·. Co ,i
hin . C(lx . J).l\'k D,·willg-. l>ndl:'·' n.m...:. [h a p" r, r.d <l\-. Et •. F: li, ,!.
F;\rn" , oilh. F..lton. Fe",,,', Fo \ . (;;11"' . ( ; ihnan. Girnu\. (; k nd il1 l1 ing; .
( ;"d illl:. f; ory.:o·, . ( ;ra nl . ( ;u llll i,.-.n. 11,lIm.ly. Harmo n. ) Iea lh . Il ollc>w;ly.
I lopkins. lI ou, t" n. 1I,,,io', H u g;h , ·~ . Jl u' lolI. K..lI" l:l:. Kd ,, · ~ . Killlbn h .
King:. Kno :>; . l ';ll' h.-un . l ..a \' rrn...·, ).;i\ s ton. L ...tt ·. 1.,·lI\illl.:: . 1.('o ll1 i•.
'-'man. :\hrt illt"l-Fn rtu n. :\In "in. ~ I ilt'\ . ~ IOlllaI:Ul · . ~l o"Hl . :\I urdod•.
:\';'\\"01110. :\" ·..... 1011. !'a i,w. P;lld ,·,·. I"ll k,·. PaW ·n. P,·al" ..l ~ . Pea,,·. p, ·It ~ ·

Ik \\·itt . 1" "!,[Jl"l'. P,·lkillS. P,·\ n ly. Phd I" . Phillip" Pi'·II' ·. PolitI . P,TS'
, ott. Pr ind k . R,1\1I10nd. Rn nokb. Rhod,·s. Ri,·,·. RidJ.:, ·h . R" hhim .
S.•lt..... Sand , . S;irg;' ·l1l . S;l~<";ln1. S",tt . Slwpald-Sill . Sla tk . Smith .
Smyth , Snow. S"u[,- . Sp r;Il:'U!·. St ,·ams. St ih,,,[ l. Ta \lol·:-.lil k Tholllp
'''II. TOlllpkin \ . 'I"uttl ... \ 'an \", ",rlw,·' . \\"al-. d idd . \'·,lId,·. \"<11 \0 111.
W..odhull. \'\ ';HL
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Cady. D. C.
Martin . :\I o~ T .
Perk. Xicholas

W illia m s. Samuel 'la y

A. C. Bumen, :\700 Montrose B oulevard , Houston 6. Texas. i!'
Irying to secure all po :o.<;,ible informati on about )X"rr.on!' who miprared
in early davs from :\ew England to Texas. Pa rt icu la rly he desires
date of birth. birth place. and in formatio n con cerning the life of
the people before thcv arrived in Texas. H e is inn-rested in knowi ng:
of the descendants of these men and biographical in form a t io n about
t heir .... ives. ~ lr . Burn ell would like pictu res. which Ill' ma y ho rro w
for reproduction. especiallv if the SUbjl'C1!' became prominent in the
affa irs of early Texas.

If OUT readers have informatio n helpful to ~I r. Burne-tt , he will
be- gra tefu l 10 receive it. H is list o f Rhode Isla nders. wh o migra ted
10 Texas. follow !':

Barney. jabez
Bm\ en. S~ Ivester
Brown. Jeremiah
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:\Ir. :\orTi ~ (;. :\hlJott , Jr.
:\In-, C, Ravmon d .\dam~

:\I r. Emt"~' ·r. B..\t\~ ou..1
:\t r. and Mrs. Xorman V. ltallou
\ Ir. William J, BIc~..i n~ . J r.
:\I r , William P. Buflum, J r ,
:\tr. F(l~ter B. Davis. J r.
\ Ii:-.., \Lt rgan" T. l Iunba r
\ 11"", Rufus C. Fu11n
\ Ir. Arth ur 1.. Gard inn

K,'n }o n , R. I

\11', ClarelH"l' H . (:ilford , J r.
\Ir, Ili:w ell (; oll

Rumford . R. I.

:\11', a nd \ 11'!'.l'aul J. (: ri llU'~

\Ir. Ca rl '\'. Hatfcnn-llcr
\Ir. LOll i.. H . C. H untoon

E. Cr.'f"nw;ch, R. I

\ t r.-. Ern est G . J OI1t~

\ tn-. Howard Rn hmond K..-nt
Chq);lCh"I, R , I

\ tr. Hradfonl H. K euvon
Co~...ntl'\, R. I. .

\ I i:-.., \1 . Fl' If(·'H..· K ruq,:n
Dr. W illia m I.. I.l TI

H un . A u..tin T . L..-vv
lI arri.. ;ll~, R. r'

Dr. Robert V, Lr .... i ~

P" "'I ,,( ~ .. I, R. I
Yl r. \\'illia lll \ 1;1('Ldl<l n

W;, rrr n, R, I

\Ir. Stephen C. \ l i11n
\ Ir. Aram A. \ Iilol

J o h",to n , R. I

.\li ~~ E..thcr P. Pa r~o ll "

John.ton, R, I.

.\ Ir.' . !':IIH'r\ ' \ 1. l'oru-r
\ Ir~. :\r1 h,;r \ f. Read

C r" mlon, R. I.

.\ In<. Cecil W . s illi.,hur\·
\Ir. Perry J. Sherman '

Po rhlnOulh , R. I

.\1 i~.. Florenc e D. Smith
\ Ir. J ohnT. Sp in 'r
\Ir.-. William H. Slor T!-

lI ino:h" m, !-b...

\Ir. Xathaniel \1. V UM', jr.
B.lr r;mr:!on, R. I

.\l i:-..' Pauline K, "'..-nve-r
:-;'·Wl'ol1 . R. I

\ l r. Gcrriu W (,:-t o ll

.vpri l I I
L ECTUR ES

11: Fl p. 111.
:-iTAT U I M EET1 ,\(;

T Ilt' ~Ior ~ of :\i.. hob- on Fik Company. tlHi·i-l~116

1' ,\\ I. C . :\I Cll " I. S" ~ . .I .... S\-.-rl"t" I' ~ . :\ id l<>I" '11 Fik C"ml'''"~

,\ pri l :!.'"I
Pre -.. 'n·j'tg: E;] r1 ~ St'W England I ltHIst,..

( lII u.\t w l, (Ill'ilh .,lidfJ ,
III KTK,\\1 K. l .u-ns . Dircc ror , T h., Silt i.,,, r"l
Ill... I' n " "'\' ,\t l" l1 "I :\,." F.III;:I<lml ,\IlI ;'I";I ;'"

American Sam pler-
" IKs . I.. I:.\ KI I R"\H, Curar.. r "f Ih.' 11,,11;11 1 " 1.wlT<'
" ''''Ill"r;.ll ( :,,110-,,;,,". Y,lk l 'Il ;"'r' ;t_ ,\ rl ( ; "I I<- T ~
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