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WH f: :'\' Walte r R. Danforth , fou rth mayor of Providence . died In

IS61, T he Providence Daily jo urnal in concluding its long ami
lauda tory obir ua rv sta ted , " His 'Remi niscen ces of Provide nce' em­
braced in a seri('s of knurl'S, are the most valuable and interesting
con t ributions ever mad e to our local and personal history. and we hope
that they will now he published.' For ma ny years after Danforth's
death membe rs of his numerous a ud iences contin ued to exprc'i."; the
hope that his notes migh t be discovered and placed in pr in ted form
as a perman ent addit ion to the history of Providence. O nly recen tlv.
however. have th e longhand pages of the lectures rome to light , scat­
tered among the o ther- mater ial in the Ca rter- Da nforth Papers at the
Rhode Island H istor ical Sor-ietv.

walt er R. Danforth was well q ual ified to rr-creau- in th e min ds of
his liJ;tl'l l('rs the rapidly vanishing Providen ce MTIl('J; of lilt' end of thr­
eightee-ruh cemur v. Horn in Provid ence on April 1, 1787, he had
spen t h is yout h in the home of his father, Job Danforth , on the nort h
... ide of \ r eJ;tm im ter Stree t just west of the sire of the Ind ustr ial T rust
Co mpa ny Build ing. In IS(r ) he was grad uated from Brown and
sho rt ly th ereaf ter entered th e law office of th e HOIl. J am es Burrill,
becom ing his partner for a shor t period after sen'in)!: an apprentice­
ship. A legal carrel', how ever, appears not to have sat isfied youn g
Danforth ; he ;.( ){) ll ab andoned the law in order to enga ge in two, a t
the time, insepa rab le callings: journalism an d po litics. From 180 7
to 18 1() he was Cler k of t ill' Supreme J ud icial Court of Providence
Count y: a nd from 18 11 to ISI Il. Clerk of the COlIn of Common
Pit-a". Between 18 18 and IS~H he served as a mem ber of the T own
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" RL\II~ ISC E~CES or PRO\,IDI:;XCE"

\\' E ARE. .",SSOIRIF.D I h i ~ t'H 'ning", my respected auditors, to look
bac k on d,l~~ that art' past and to rr-virw i he scenes of olden times.
This is an eXt'rci* of the [acultv of reflection . taken in an extensive
-c n-c . fhat ma~ he productive of profit and amusement . \\'1' are wav­
farrn; on thr- joumev of lift' : our startin!,! point wa~ our rarli~t

aspirations of hope : our eoa l is the haven uf happine,s: and at the
several .!otagt~ of our tour, it may not be unprofitable to look hack and
review our st('p" that \\r may 1)(' satisfied our r-oursc has ber-n right
and t~at wr continue in Ihl' most direct p.uh to the object of our
pursuit, The main object. howe-ver, of thi- evening's address is not
so extcn.~i,-t'. nor will it come within our :-i"opt' to direct your attention
to. a rr,-iew of moral conduct, but one of 10.." importance, yet not
without its urilitv; it is to retrospect in order 10 show you the apprar·
ance and the picture of Providen ce as it was when the oldest of us
weft' vounz and many of ~ou were hut "to-be" residents in its pleas­
ant limits.

Few places in Se", England have ber-n noted for a more sread v
and healthv l:ro"'th than the citv of Providence. " ·ilhin the rncmorv
of ma ny of us its a~prC"t has ht:t"n » onderfullv c hanC:l'd - h i l:h",a\-~
have ber-n c-.tahlished throu uh rich meadow s ,HId luxuriant fidd~;
orchards and grm-es and Ioro,rs ha n ' Ialicn by the axe 10 gi,'t" place
10 the works of art : the wan-rs from the ocean han ' lx-cn commanded
10 reti re 10 it db-ranee hy that a pplica tion of enterprise and labour
which said. "hitherto shah thou r-ome and no filrth lT." EdificC'S.
prh'ate. public, and s"cH'd, haH' ari ....·Jl around liS di~phl\ing fair
proporti om , a rchilr (( ural ta"h', <l lld bl'auty. It~ naturally i~rrl'a~ing

t::rO\\Ih ha" be-t'n augrnentt'd b~ I'migratioll from surrounding- plaCTS
an d acro~~ thc' broad .-\ tb ntic: till (Jur popll1.l1ion i~ Iar.~t~ [4 1,.'1 12 in
lB.iOJ: and i." as Mfbn, rt'~pt'( ,t(' d . and t'llliglllt'nnl and ;I~ wdl re.g"u.
Jated as tha I of any city in tilt' union .

" "ha t it i~ now, we all know- wh at it was 50 or GO \ear.. ago. the
greater port ion of th ose \\ ho an· pn'M'nt Ihi" t" en iIl l!;. C;~l1 011 h 'fa ind v
imagi nr. a" many had Iwi IIH'Il t'flln ed th i ~ husI" worl d , an ;1 ot hr;s
Iho ' busllin g 0 11 ils sllrLul' wn l' ~t ra llgns 10 Ihi" lid i,ghtful spot. The
!'ubje-n Ihis t"Tnin ,g is 101'<11 f(·l11jni_..n'Jl("('~: and t t)lN' who ha n ' liH d
in Prm idriitT du ring tht' pc'riod to I\ hich the"!' rnolltTtiollS l'Xtrnd

') Pic tures o{ l' roridrnce ill the Pad , 1790-1820 ~ j a n uar~'

Council. His news paper ca rr-or beg-an in 1820 as ed itor a nd ro­
proprietor of the l ' rondrv ce (,'a:e tt; . wh ich had formcrlv beln nued
to h is fa th er-in-law. j ohn Carter. In 1825. after resigning: his partner.
ship in rhc Ga zette , Ill' founded the short -lived J/ia ocosm and again
in UH I rr('n~"gl'd in the journalistic ba tt le as ed itor of th e Do rri te
lJailr J..'x/lreH.

Thouqh he entered pnli lirs as <I conservative. Danforth soon swu nc
OHT to the side of jacksonian Democra ts, receiving: his reward in
1829 when President J,ckson a ppointed him CoIJ~tor of the' Cus­
toms of the I)or t (If Providence. a t that time, be fore th e tow n's exten­
sive ove-rseas rornmerre had withered away, an im porta nt po litical
plum. T his post he he ld until 18t I . when the whigs, under Harrison
and Tvler. were S"'('pt into power. He again held. pol itica l olTler in
1853 when he was ekned m;l~or of Providence for a single te rm,

Busy thcuqh he mi~ht he wi th political or ed ito ria l ta sks, ~I a \ or

Dan forth al ways found time 10 observe th e changing scene a~ut
him and to store away in his capacious and accura te memory the
deta il" of the pt'NlIlS encountered and places visited in the round .. of
his daily life , The first of his popular lect ures on the Providence of
h i." yout h was delivered ill the midd le 18.m 's : the last, no t long hdorr
his death 011 "\ Il ~ IN I I, 18ti1..\ t the Cabinet he add ressed membe...

of thr His torical StK"it·ty, 10 whom he ex pla ined the Scc ietv' s farn ou..
theat er curtai n view of Providence pa inted by Worra ll in 1809 .

From tinu- to tinu- Danfort h chanced the arrangement of his
lect ures, omitted pa~"'l ~('s or inserted others, a nd made modifica tions
in phraS("olog~... TIlt' rditor has Iherdore felt free in preparin~ the
manusC"fipt for pu hlica lion r'Tn a!' Danforth was often ur.g"I'd to
do ) to ma ke ~ufh nrc ('.".~ary alterat ions in sprlling and pu nfluat ion
as tht· a uthor himst,1f wllul d dOllblll-;;'~ han' appron 'd , The fir-<t ler ­
turr, a .. pr inh'd Ilt'ft" i ~ "ll h~ta ll tia lly as it was dcli\"ered in 1850 ,
though a few S('nions tht'n olllittc·d !Jut includ ed in t'arl ier \'(' r~ ions

haH !Jt't'n illst'l ted, Sinn' :\I ayor D.l11 forth de1iw rcd it a t'entu ry ago,
the town tha t 11l' oh~' r \'t'd ~n ca rdu lly and Im'rd so wrll has under­
gone ('ha ng-t's I'\TIl .g"rt'a tcr th an thoSt' Ihat took plan' dll r i n~ his ow n
lifetimt'. The slr llet llles \~ hich had rcplac('d tho~e he kllt'w as a hO\
han~ by now grnw lI old in their turn or ha\'t~ been demnlislH'd, \\' ~,
are fort llnalt' indeed th aI IinH' has pr t'scnTd t ht'S(~ IeC"tUrt~S to rl'\,i ta li'l'
an era no" long" pa~ t.
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0 :-- j efferson Plains,2 or the hill non h of the Con' Ba~in , 3 during
the early part of thl'S(" reminiscen ces. thnt· might he ser-u the far
famed and murh frequen ted Fenner Angl'll laHTtl. and two or thr ee
:-mall old buildings on the hiKh('~t part of Orlll" St. and then the nex t,
north and Wl'lOt. was th(' Pinkney hOUM' , Aftef a ft'w years Col. H enry

~Srn; l h H ill what' Ih.. SI~ I" 110 11 .1' now ' I"ntb,

3Pro vid" ncl' CO\'f', wh ich co...·r...! th, ' <t rl'a from C,tn,, 1 SIU''' ' a rro.. EltehanKe
PIa...· and Ill" ,; 1,· of th e raiJ ,o"d ' ta tioll, ;U f", 'l< th .. :-> ich oJ,on Fil<- Co., h~d

h~"n parl ial h fillt-d an d ..nflo",'d in a ";n'ular L...in in 18"7.

appearances a nd suc-h P"N:JIl:- as han' conn- un der my own obse rva­
tion a nd a re treasured in my own memory, It would he r asy to cas t
the eye of retros pectio n throug-h a mort' ext ended ' -i....ta and give in­
tcr t'!'ting sketch es of a personal a nd lo ca l nature on t rad itio na l author­
ity, but wh at is sa id this eveni ng. an d is promised for o ur next meeting,
sha ll be on th e spea ker's own respon cibilitv, a nd not from records,
but from me-mory a lone.

I sha ll confine m vself to 110 chronologica l order in not icin g:' perrons
or events. nor shall f in all rases deem it neces.<..a ry to re r ur to d ates.
W hen they an' essentia l to th e elu cidation of any rema rks, they will
no t be omitted : b ut a frequent recurrence to them would he of littl e
in terest and occu py time th at migh t he otherwise more profitably ern­
ployed. The plan will admit of little methodical arrangement and
from the na ture of th is subject must necessarily be discu rsive.

were it in my pt lwer a t an~ time, or 0 11 any occasion to em ploy
eloquent d iction Of to summo n to m~' aid the Bowen of rhetori c and
soar a loft on the wings of fan cy, it would certainly hc out of pla ce on
the subject this evening selected , wh ich ",ill admit only of the most
simple, plain, and un ado rned ..tvle of narrative.

W hat I ask of ~ou is th at you will take YOUN"h-es ba ck in imagina­
tion a half century a nd al"Company me in a ramble abo ut th e t OU ' r1

of Providence. for tou:n it uas and no cit)" during: the period to which
I shal l ca ll your arteruion. th at you ma y he a ppr ised of mallY land
marks hitherto unnoticed by. or unknown to y'oll. and be introduced

to man y interesrina charac ter!' nf a Pil ~t ecn craiion .

may take some ple asure ill t he exhibition of a pic ture, tho' uns killful1 ~
delinea ted. of the 'oft'nl'S of former rime : wh ile those to whom the
sketc h will 1)(" II t'W ma~ Ik riw some sarislactio n in "iewing our
orig- ina l Iea tun-s. learnin g what we were in bv-gonc da vs, examin ing
the topogra phica l appt'a rann' of th e- plan '. a nd !'("ein l.!:" who were the
cha racters th at t rnd their bu"y ho ur on the stage and no w an ' seen
no more.

In adverting to individ uals who have flourished here, I sha ll spea k
fl"ed~ , I.!:"i ,· i n~ some IIf tho'i(' cha rac rerisrics and peculiarit ies by which
tht"y were disiingui..bed in their live.., disc laiming any intent ion to dis­
turh the a"ht'l< of the dead.

" ( )r dra" ,h.. ir frailri... Irom th ..ir dread abod..:·

Should there IX' present any of the descendants or con nections of
pe~)/\S noticed eithe r by name or otherwise. it is hoped th at thev will
du the spea ker th e justice to believe that his only wi...h is to speak with
biograph ical a("("uracy of the characte r istic traits of their departed
rel a tives. Would not the dyi ng prefer to be thus remembered rather
th an to he shrouded in the dark mantle of oblivion forever? There
a re few who are lint candidates for posthumous [arne, a nd the man
cannot be fou nd ,. ho would consent tha t the tomb whi ch receives his
b()d ~ should forever concea l his name. his person . and his character.

·..... r "h,,_ I" dumb '''r!t''1f"ln,·.. a pre ~·,

Thi. p['-,,,il1l;l. ,m ,i"". kine .."r.. r... jened.
l.e f!l h.. "ann prednrl< of rhe cheerful dav

X..r ,,;,., ....c l"neine, linlft"fi"ll: I,",k behind?..

But if thro' rbc fondne!>.... and scrupulosity of surviving friends th e
name of a dt '(·("I",'d pc"non is tr an smitted to posterit y. decorated with
a picturesque character. int ended for effect, but dissimilar to the rea l
on!' . th at man 10M'S his person al idenritv and mi ght as well haw lx-en
shrouded in oblivion. For my:-t'If, without arrogating anythin~ great
(or mental or personal qualities nor claiming ought for im ita tion in
a ny of the n-lation s or mruh-s of life. I would say. ill adY.1I1( • to my
biog-raphn", as I'a id till' ~1( I() r tJf Sh akt'..-pean':

"S JIl'<lk "f lilt' , a . I ,11ll ,

:-:", hilll( 1" 1,' lllla t,', "r wt t1"" 1l a Ull: h t in m aJir e: '

I ,~ ha ll in tIlt' rt'collt'dions g- iw rJ thi s I',cning g:o ha ck to a pniod
of from :m to GO~t'a rs.1 a nd no farthl'f . intcndin g: on ly to noti c{' ~ lI c h

II ;"0_1820.
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Smi th" erected the house wh ich is now th e residence of Alexander
[I un r-an," an d being one of the warmest of the jeffersonian Repub­
licans of th at day he ca lled what had previously been kno w n as Ca mp
H ill. j efferson Plains. Col. Smi th was cxu-nsivclv eng-age d in the d is­
t illery busi ness at the foo l of the hill towa rds Ch arles Street. and not
re lish ing some of the ac ts of o ld John Ada m s and his ad mi nis tra tions
had inscribed on his large sign at th e dis tillery works the words :
" liberty. equ ality and no excise."

This plain thus unoccupied furn ished a charming ly retired p rom·
cuade for all classes of citizens, and was mu ch freq uented for its
extensive prospel"t an d salubrious air. It was th en the place for gcn­
era l r nusn-r for the militia at a regime ntal or brigad e review. as a
portion of it continues to be at the present day, but then thr- review
ground was unbroken save by the Fenner An gell tavern . a nd th at , on
SIKh occasions was used as a sort of ba rracks, for their officers an d
soldiers: a nd citiz ens there fou nd a supply of solid cond iments, and
liqu id stim ulants. Here too, throughout the da y. might be witn essed
th e jocund dan ce of th e young of both sexes to th e enlive ning music
of th e violin and the fife. These mil ita ry pa rad es d rew vast numbers
of specta to rs to the gro und and all was del ightful both to the observed
and th e observers, the men who were clothed in military garb and
sho ulder ing cpaulett cs feeling evidently ra ther larger than on urdi ­
nar~' occasi ons . There was in those da ys something fascinati ng in a
mi lita ry dr-ess and in a military man with cha pea u and sword and
title. The men gazed on suc h an obj ect; the women gazed; and th e
yuu n.~ gi r-ls and youth zazed: a nd they ad mired a nd loved and ven­
cra ted the m ilitary. T here was something solacing ill it even in dis­
tress and grid, as may be mad e evident by the following an ecd ote,

<CuI. H"nr r Smi th ( 1700. 18 18) , son of Jo b and R ut h ( i la rr is ) Smith, r{"('{'iv~d

hi! cOlllllln ci,ll tr" in ing in John Bro..... n .. counting hou,~ ,md latn hi"''''1f gaim'd
pro",in~I"'" a~ a merchant. Fo r manv y",HS Col. Smith .....a' aniv.. in lh .. :lffair.
of th r Rq JU bli,·an Par ty, " nd in 1805 af1<" r Ih.. drath, of Gov"rnor F..nnn and
Lie u tena nt Go\'n nor !-{ullIfo rd hI" ,nHd ", :'.el ing G O\"1:"Ino r. In till" follo ..... ing
y"ar h.. ran for I{ov..rno r : hut a' Ih~ R..puhlir;lll VOl" W;lS ,pHI hrlwe..n hi m and
a not hn candidat.., no on<' ob tain<'d a majori ty, and lh .. '!"ovt"lnor's " 'a t ..... as fillnJ
hy th., L i"u I ~n a lll Gov ..rnor.

~A It'Kand'·r Duncan ( 1 80j- 1 8 8~) , a na tlv.. of Scotland, mnrricd Sara h, only
daught~r of Samn,.] Hull" r and ni~~~ of C~'rllS BUlk r, both kadin!( Pro vid..n.·"
",..rchanrs . Tht' latt ... , who Idl lh,' bulk of hi, fo rt une 10 his ni, ""', wa, " ·pul ,·d ly
Ih,· w,'a l thi~" inhahi talll o f Rhod,' Island al h is d..., th in IIl4~j. T h.. fin.. lllMlsion
hui lt hy Col. Smith and la tn owned hy !-fr . D um'a n stnod on t h ~ sire of lh.· pr~.~ nt

Stalt' H ou,, ' ;\ Ill"' '' .
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wh ich had it!" origin in the remote period to wh ich our ken has been
directed.
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" II f" " "II a round. rh.. Il"mlnl II, ...., ... plac ,
II..r.. ~ "Illlt- lIlu,i, · Ilwh_on .·n·ry 'pr<'\ .
Cn','lion" mild.·" , h.lIm_ ;H,· hn.. rombin'd."

9

II..,.. Ili\ ..--e lh :-'1;" ju,. if 1Il~ hu-band had on ly I)("..n
;t ",iIi/a'! m;m . )"

We will take a stro ll around the sub urb!' of the eas rerlv pa rt of the
town before \ \T enter th e mort' denselv scnled portion. T raw ling
eastwa rd th rough Harrinmou 's or Olnecs lanes. or acrox.. lot!'. we
find abunda nt sylvan ~enery to delight the eye and regale the !'C'nSt'"'S.
The \\holr view from Prospect Sr.. sou th and east . was picturesque.
no ho uses in tervening east of tha t as fa r do wn as Angell Street. .-\
contin ued walk [to the eastward ] hrouuht the pedestrian 10 what
was once a n "ry popular retrea t ca lled the G rono.r a spot of uneven
ground in th e recess of a deep wood. with such a profusion of shrub­
bcrv a." to give it a t noo n a most sombre aspec t, hut affordi ng a sooth­
in.g relief from the hrighln~<, of a ~of(" hing summer sun. How many
arc gone forever. '" ho, nt'a rly SO yt'"an; since, took a pleasure in seek­
ing: this vale an d deep solitude.

··Wh..r.. h..a\O'uh . p..n,iH· conternpla tion d" ell,.
.\lId ..,,·r ."",in\t "wlanl-h,.I~ re-ien-."

The .....al k down th e "hall' d istan ce from the vicinitv of the (; rouo.
ncar which is now Swan Point Ceme tery and the Insan e Asvlum.
[Butler Hospital], 10 Ind ia Point . [nea r washington Bridge] on the
margin of the Seekonk rilTr. was cha rming-just as th t" ~u n wa!'o
rising from hi~ oriellt hed. or ", hen he was wrpng towa rds his on i­
de ntal eha mbtT (or th e nig:ht. From India Poilll lh t' Iram itioll 10
Fox Point and i l~ wnod ,o' Trrd hill was easy; a nd in tht' IlIenlOry or
some of m y a ltdi lfJ r~, proh ahl y the picturl' of this hill is yet , ·i,·id­
with il!' oak!'. its C'\T rI:: TCT ns. i t~ , ·aried and luxuri ant shruhlwry. it!'
serpe nt ine pat hs of \'('rdll re. where hllndrrds o( dcn)ted admirns of
naturr '" low line·....'" were daily walk in.1:: wit h joc und steps. inll·nt on
ga therin g: Iiw !lowc'rin,1:: Lmrd, the :"wamp apple bln~o;om:". the wild
lily. and m l\l'l" fJ O\\I'rs, <l lld ~a lia t i l1g their eye:" with a \-iew of tIll'
cxt ensiw an d ddig:htflll waItT prospert below.

' ~ L'll fort"n" trh- !-obyur l h nforl h faikd to writ,· 0,, 1 a n"",b... of th .. jok," wilh
whi ..h h....n!i\ 'rOl·d hi, I..,·t"n·,. If r..",k.. Can . " ppll Ihr drfici..nci.·s th..! will,
if mi tdh l,', I... p,in l"d in a n add""da_

But a (·hangc has come over t he' ~Tlle-i l!'o -hrubberv of eve rgreen is
gOlle; its verdant c·ar p<·l has I)(T n removed : its »hadv wal k!' a re de­
stroved : the hut of the hermit Rolx-rt," whic h at a I~.. remote time
was there . has 10n.1:: !'illte disappeared. and all those ru ral beauties.
sleep in death .

At the threshold of th i!" delightful svlvan retreat stood a tall and
branc hing oa k nea r th e margin flf the ri·\'(T.a nd under its shade might
be often seen on vernal and summer da ys fTU\Hb of attentive a-nd
silent specta tors of both !'Cx~ and of all aurs and hut"!' . assembled to
witness the solemn rite or baptism by immersion administered by the
Rev. Dr . Gano:" and few there '\('r('. within the ~ope of his powerful
voice. who \\fTe not seriou-lv affrcu-d hy hi!' im pres... ivc manner. his
Iervem prayt'"f!'.. and hi!' ~c-ri(Ju!' and affectionate admonitions.

.-\. t the period when these- n-mini-cences commence. there were not
more than thirty houses ~tandin~ eastwa rd of those on the eastetlv
side of Benefit SI. as fa r dO\\I) a~ W ickenden ~ln'et: but in the last
named street. and the region round about. known a:" Tockwotten.
severa l build ings had been eree u-d as far down as Ind ia Point . a nd
new st reel!' \\ er l' t here laid mit and paved : ma...... i, ·t'" stone wa lls had
been b uill as fa r out a~ thr- cha nnel. and va- t a rr-as had bee n filled
wit h sand and g-rilHI (mm hill!' in Ihl' ' icinity, Here also wert' store
ho u!'("!' 10 rect'j, -t' the rir h car/.(I("!' of \t,~!'t'l~ ladt 'Jl with fort'i .gn mer·
rha nd i!-C.

All thi!' was th e wm k of onc IlI.m or indu !'try. entlT pri !-C . an d puhli,
!'pirit. a man of sou nd judg:nll'nt. quid de(·i!'iom. and libl.'ral , ·iews.

' In formalion ronct'rninlli" thi. rnp tnio,,< illdi ..id"..l rna\" t... found in a lill ],.
hook t'ntitkd Li/~ and A d l'..nl~'" o f Uobtrr tI" /f~"''' l 0/ JfaJJ a c h ~ur l ' Wlto
hu' li/,'~d 14 )'UH' in a Co",. "d~dtrl fw ", human "'rj~I)' . • p"hli,h,·d .11
Prm·id..n...· by Ik nry T ru mh,, 11 in 1R2!1 . :\ ' ''' o rd inl{ 10 Roh<- ,t"s own acco"nt h..
was Ih,· SOn of a N..gro .la".. a" d an [ n ~ l i . h ~,·nt l"lI",n. ,\fln """,nou< ad"rn_
l ur... a nd trihulal ions Iw ,,·ulr-d ,ot "all ,·~ trrm,· poin l of tl"i nlwhi l,·d land (I"o~

Poinl ) .i tu;ou·d about om· 'nik <o"th (,f 1' !O" id", ,.-r brid~... TI ll' rr [Rohrn says]
I hUllt a hut an d dw,·l t p' ·'Kr"hh· thn " ill for """'r,,1 \T"r>. ilnd un liI anno\'rd and
di" ·o,,,mod ,-d I,,· th,· !'oulh of lh .. low n, and I" lahour..r< ,·rnVlop·d in k\" ,·l1 i n ~
th ,· hi ll in Ih,· nri~hborhood of my dwdlinlt." ,It- lh,' n rnond to proV" rl~· o,,"'nr d
h, Tri<lam Fl ur ,,"", in S,.,·konk, now [ ;" 1 I'w " idn K'·, whn,· h.. was ahl .. In .. on_
l in" .· hi. solitaq mod.. of lif.. un",,,lnt"d _

" Rn·. Stq,h.·n Gano, !-o l. D _ ( I 7li2·111281 was a "H ~" on duri"lt Iht· R..\"ol"tion
an d pa<lo, of thr Fir<t flapl i,1 Ch".rh from 17" 2 un lil hi. d' ·alh .
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\\hu eminenrlv po s sessed the ran' ta len t of co m bining his own a nd
the public- good in his cn n-rpri-es. and that man was John Hrnwn .
H(' wa s a libe ra l promoter of educa tio n and the means of rd igio tls

instru ct ion, ht'in~ one of the 1110 :<1 active and prominent I11t"!l in bui ld­
in.gthe Clllle~e in this place, and in erec ting the Fim Baptist Church .
stl h~r ih; n g- bo unt ifull y 10 those la udabl e ob jects. By his assid ui tv.
economv, prudence a nd s.:l.I::ac it ~ . he accumula ted a large fortu ne and
beca me a public be ne factor. H e ga ve an im pulse to co mm erc ia l
business an d to public im proveme nts. such as ha d not been known
before his time, and h is va rio us branch es of ent erprise crea ted a
demand for la bor a nd afford ed it <I reward. He was cxt cnsi velv en­

l::a _l::ed in foreign commerce. a nd by his fOH-sil::ht a nd general im elli­
l::en ce was succes...fu l in moct of his commercia l t ransactions. H i...

po lit ica l infl uence was grea t ; a nd at, and before . th e adopt ion of the
Const itut ion, he was a slrong political partisan of Federa l principles.
was a nu-m ber of the G cnerul Assembly, and under the Confedera t ion
represented the Stare of Rh ode Island in the Co ngress of patriots a nd
grea t men of those dav s. In that bodv there were few nu-mbers of
better judzmcm or sounder understanding. or of more enlarged and
liberal and enlig htened commerc ial views. Hi s know ledge .\ as prac­

tical. an d his opinions wen- received with defercmc and no t l i g: h tl ~

a ppreciated .

He ca used to be erect ed the la rge brick ho uSf' ncar the corner of
Benefit and Power St reets. w hir-h was his residence up to th e lime of
his deat h nearly 50 yean; al::0 ; a nd no twit hstand ing the progre~"i \'("

impro vement- in the a rts since the t ime o f its t-rr-r-rion three score
~Tan; " _go fir more, that edilice sti ll rem a ins a model of a rchitect u ra l

scmmeu-, and gran deur.

J ohn Brow n was the first presiden t of the Providence Hank. wh i<h
was Ihe ftnot ban k . Iablishe-d in this stal t' an d Ihe ."("cOlul m ~t"\\

En.':land . its cha rtn hayin g been gra nted ill 179\ ; an d ahhOlH!;h t ill"
P('opl<' \\ en ' still suffer ing: tlllder Ihe d fe rt s nf paper money as emith'U
by COn~rTs.~ and tht· StOll<' legislal ur es. antI dUll(:: wilh It' na l'it y 10

s!X".ie. ~ t·t the~ rt,( t'i\ ed wit h ;l\-idit~ Ihe' hi ll~ IIf t hi... hank. ha.-ing full
con fidelJ((' in Ih('i r :"it::n,Hu u" by J ohn Bn m n. T he tJIher t'.l rl~ oln(Cf:"

of this ha nk were O lney W insor} " (ashier, Ed wa rd K . Thompson.'!
firct, and J ohn B. Chace. I;! ..econd clr-rks.

In st ature, J oh n Brown was of a med ium height, bu t when I knew
him was nt'shy a nd rather unwicld v in movemen t and might t hen he
o!N'f\nl r id in g" dai ly in a ll t he busine c.. portions of the town in a one
horst , sulky, d ri\-inl.:: harJ,::a in:" and pn sonally superintending a ll the
branches of his affairsa r the count ing ho use. at hi......teres. at the ship­
ya rd . on the wh a rves. a t the han k, and wherever hi... business ope ra­
tions ca lled . He had a peculiar voice, t he ton es of wh ich I ca n we-ll
recollect , and in hi... emplovmcn t was a bla ck man who could imit ate
his voice so \\('lIl hat he would often deceive the rinks of the cstab­
lichment . who, ex pecting from the \\dl known tOIlC"!' in the ent ry wa y
thai ~I r. BTU\\ n was annut to appear, wo uld be surprised, "hen the
door o pened. to Sf'(' no ol1r Inn d arkv.

W ithin IIH' lime \\t" haw in view. the house whic h divides th e roads
leadi ng to Pawt ucket and t lw Xo rrh Bur ial grou nd. or an cient rom e­
t ('f ~ , was bu ilt by Amasa Grayl;l a ndleased to a trn a ut for a pub lic
house. as....urni ng the- na rru- uf the Amasa G ray T avern . Its owne r
wort- a pla in ga rb ami a ttended the Friends ~r (,t· l i n .g . b ut was not
th en , I believe. a regular membe r. For many yean;. he stood high in
the comm unitv. li t' had a quick perceptio n. a di scriminati ng mind ,
and intl 'gr ity (Jf cha racter. and W ,IS made an ar bit ra to r. um pir e. or
refero- in olll trmersil's amoncsr citi zens : an ti his decisions a nd awa rds
\\ efl' .genera lly sari:..faetor y In the pa rti es. He n m-r- wen t in to a n eve­
nine meeting where he was a freq uent visitor, and the otficiarinc

"'Oln.., Win-o r ( l i !d . 183i) , 1'On uf th .. R.., ". Salllud W in....', p•.,lor of Ih.·
F i l ~1 H "pl i~1 Chu... h. II.· ...n..,-d a. ,",,,hi... of Ih.. hank frum 17'11 to 1810_ From
I i"R un lil hi. d,"al h h.. was a nu\ l.... uf Ih own Uni...."it)'.

II Ed ward K. T hornp' .."l. wh" di-d ~Lo rdl 8, 182S, 'l'f.."d fur 1Jl',"~ - ,,·ur\ a'
"a,hi.', of ttl!" l'rovid..nn· Bank. I I<- was a colun..1 in Ih.. R hod.. h l.lnd M ilitia ,
in wh ir h hr ..'n- ..d as q uannma. tn III ..n..r"l.

I ~John Barn r l Chacr , 1782-18t.:l wOlkrd aso!fi r.. hO\- and rink in th .. Pro,-i-
d..ncr Ba nk from anou t Ih.. ao:.. of Ih in n unlil h.. ...-a. I...-..nl~-on'· . It " fh..n
lurn ..d 10 Ih .. ..·a as sup...rargu of Ih.. Bro -n a nd h n ~ h ip I sis. ,\ h n ".1mh...
'-O~"ll"'. Char.. o: a ,-.. up hi. ....al;uin~ rar in lRO'l and op<'n..d a I! ro · r~ , Iu,, ·
on J"orlh ~ I a i n Sn""I'''''u ~fa rk ." t S'luan·. ·1his , tu,,, has l'untirllwd in "I'....at;oll
"n" it. or igi" ;JI I" r a li" " up tu tli.' pn ·" ·/l t day. C Ii"...· wa' ,,1<0 an aniH' "nd
in fh",,,,ia l m ..lIll,..r of St _John ' , C hu ..-h "ud " ",,,jo. in th .. mili lia "

1:I:\masa ( ;" ' ! /1 75 1. ' j'(8 ) m"ni,·d Sar"h Turpin in 17i:' . T h.. ta"' ltI , wh ir h
.toot.! :01 lh.. corn"r of Brant'h .hrnu.. a nd :\orth ~h in S Ir.... I. h... b....n d...tro, ..d,
bUI a phOI01rtaph of ;1 i. pr..... r....d in lh.. Soc in,- of C<llonial n.u" ... uf R hod ..
Island ColI ... t;"" of Pho loo:raph. of Rhod .. bland It o...... in th .. R hod .. I<land
H i<IO, ic,,1 Suri..I!".
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pa....tor hl:inl!: absent, he rose a nd rem arked that as the congregation
might he d i- appoimcd at not hearin a a lecture or a sermon. he wou ld
.... upplv the p;lstor 's plan:' a nd submit someth ing for their considera­
tion . "Brvthn-n", said he in a solemn and impress..ive tone. "cease 10

do evil h-am to do wd ' '' - and then. without comment resumed his
scat . An cplernm made more than a ren turv .1.£::o in England nil a
rather prosy preacher who discoursed from 'the' tcxt - "', ratch a nd
pray " could 1101 applv to thi s ru-e. Thr epigra m was this:

-n, our par<oon pe rplex'd. h"" , r an " r- det ermine ?
' II"QIc1I .",d prQ~ " sa~s th,>1("' 1; ell I"~ .Ia p says the ..... rmon,"

Amasa G ray outlived his reputation, an d the secret of his decline
might illu -rra te another scr ipture text - " W ine is a mocker: '

A little -outh of this tavern. on the wcstcrlv side of Xonb ~ I ain

Street , was a one story building in which for many years PO\\("f
Knowk s l

' kept -ho p. having a saddle painted on his sign board , He
w .11' a mall -omrwhat eccentric in man ners and opinions, wa s ind us­
rrio us in his callin~. was steadv. a nd hon est. He was a musi cian. an d
for many a ~ l'a r was out on mu-ter days with one of the com panies
discou rcinc mos t excellent mu-ir from the fife, He was inuenuon-.
open and independent in a ll his dt'alin l:"S, and when he did not meet a
reciprocat ion in others. hut discove red a disposition to evade. dod ge.
or com cal. he would utter a re-proof Ihus--"Come, rhir. I a lwa ~~

fal ht' thr- ~\ f, rb, and scorn to skulk and now" rhi r, I want you to con u­
up lilt" a man and la the the work s too, tha t's my wa~ of doi nc
busi ness."

A cusuum-r »cnt int o his ., hnp and asked him if he had any bridle,
for sak- (;i\T it ora lly )

( . \ I~ l hm. t" make ,I short winter )
Prior 10 tilt' time- of the conmu-nrcmcnt of these reminisccucr-s this

part (If the (own, h,'in!::" tlu- s('I (iun I)('twe('n th e Ama.' a Gray hmN'
and Iht' junct iull of I\'"uri h ~ I<l i11 and Bent'fit Stree t, was Ihe Cuurt end ,
the fa._ hiotlilhk and bllsirws.' part of the town. Here for ma ny year.s
wa~ th e n,:<i<!l-I1("{' of (;m , Elisha Brown,I :. and in thi:< lon g" hr k k

l ' Po" Tr Kuo",k., " 'fII1 of jlln;'l h" n "nd Ann ( Pow~r) Kno",I,·" w"s hOin
c. 1775. H i, will W;" ,bl"d F"I,. :n . un:;. In lh,' Pro... id,·n.... Di, a l " ' )' of 1811
h.. i< li'h'd a' a iCrOf't'r .11 ·111 :'\'1'11 h ~l a i" Str~..1.

l~· E li. h;, Hro n ( 17 17· 1802 I, und,' of til<" (;,"'O U5 " Four B,o,h" r<," ","a, l"Olll j.
n"m in polit i d llrin ll" lh .. n,h JlJ i;,1 ].M'riod . M-r"in'l" as D..puty (;o\'l'mor li h:;.7 .
II .. " "c '''' lulal ..d,, ,'on.id,·r;,b l,· f"llum', ..... hi ch hi> la l"r 10. 1.

hui ldinu one half of which -till remains;" were sto rrs for drv goods
and fan cy a rticles. a nd the \OUIl/!: belles (If Iho~ davs who ....'ant ed
c:IO\'('s and ribbons and personal oruarnent s 10 set ofT iheir charms to

the bc;t advantages, had til /.::0 lip and be yond Constitution Hill for
their supplies. In prOt"t"s.' of time the retail stores grad uallv extended
down Xorth ~ Iain Street to the !'ol luthcrly part of th{' town:and last of
all to the then spa rsely populated portion of the place west of We y­
bo....s-et Bridge.

The ~ront~omcry ta\ ern l1 mOT{' than .'}o years ago stood at the
junction of Xonh .\l ain and Stampers streets;" now the site of an
engine house. The sil!:n board repre-ented thar distinguished military
officer , General ~Ion t,l::omer~ . This was the first place \\ here Alpheus
Ammid on " ope-ned a public house in Providence and he . aided bv
his accomplished wife, afterwards won an enviable fame in that busi~

n~s. as successor of H ('n r~ Rice at the Golden Ball Inn. now the
~ra n~ion Hou-e.s" which under the Ammid ons bore a reputation
equal to any house of thc day.

[10 br ....rninu..dl

l"t: nl il... Ih.. majori t~ of Ih.. huild inll;" m..nl ion ..d b\ ~ l a .or Danfor th th .. Elisha
Bro..... n hou l.<" i. ' Iill <Ian dint .0 1 537 :'\'o rth !<I.l in SI. 'n, 10..... 510'-" "ill contains
5torn Iho u!': h no lon!':..r lor "d~' g:ood 5 an d lane)' a rli rln:' .

1, .-\ 1..11... wr in..n b~ jam... C . BueLiin dn d puh li.h..d in Ih.. P,oddrrl u ! o ,,,,nI1 1
of O~lolx-r 8. 1883. ual..5 Ihal Ih.. Mon l ~on...,-." ld\'r rn ;01 Ihr h~ad of Consl it ul ion
H ill ·a. ..r..ct..d b~' !<lajor Sim..on Tha ' ..r in '1781 and " a. torn do..." in 1808,
Tha~ had ",,-,,'..d wilh ~lonl~(>II1 "'y dur iT\tl 8<·n..d ifl .,\ ",0Id·5 Q u..bee O"Xpt"d i.
li"o in 1775.

" Stampt' rJ Slr t form..rl ~' ran I" 'l w"" n :'\'orlh .\h in ilnd 1I.....ro SIr~~I< . Wh..n
.'\"orlh !<lain.Str 1 Wil<wid ..ned in 1'1:12 rh .. ho"..... I... I.......n it and Slamp.... Slr..rt
....r.. d"mol"hrd and lh r old <troTI 10.1 in idrnli t.· in Ih ,' .. -..l ion of 1\"orlh !<h in
Sl u ·O·1 now ealkd Cal'l . j . Ca rlr lon l) ;,..is Mr mor'i.l 1 Rouln'a rd .

11'AI"h..". :\ m m idon wa' horn in ~f ..ndon, Ma« ., 1\"(-",.14,1768. and di..d in
Prm·id ..nco· in 1861.

~flTh i s famo", hos lrlr~', ah o knnwn " ~ II r nt y Kif r '< 11" 1..1, Da,tll(ru' s T a,·..""
and lh .. Ro~{'r W ill iam. 1101..1, , t lKJd nil Ih,· "orrwr (If S"u lh COUl"1 and Brn rrll
SlnTts. II ""a' dn llo li, h" d in 1'J41.



That the Asserubl v had a \'ery preci se no tion of th e way in which
th e Court of Trial was to carry out th e in tentions of th e la w-makers
i~ obvious from their orders for the co nduct of co ur t bu siness, which
th ey m a de an in teg-ral part of the Code: r~;

Arid , . he it enacted. as th a t which ad ds to thl' comelv and rmnnu-nd­
able order of thi s Co urt of Judica tu re, th at at eig ht o( the dock in the
mo rning- of thosr- davcs upon which th l' Court is appointvd at thl' farth­
est. the Pre-idcn t, the T owne A~s i ~ t a nb , and the H ead O fficers of the
camr- T owne whl'n' th e Court sha ll be kept, (for thei r Council! and
helpl', ) shall sit in thr- puhlirke 51'ssions hOllSe, and also the (;enlTa l1
Ri 'u Hdl'r, wlu-n- shall attend those that seeke for justice, their plea ders,
witnesses, T ry;ln aod the Gencral l Sarjant with h is p risoners ready either
III rid his ha nd s of them, or ebe to doe " Xl,t'u tion upon them o r ot hers as
J ustin ' shall requin-.

In the first place, th e Keeor dlT shall pn'Sl'fIt, a nd if th r-rc he time read
O\T r the bills of ind ictment by an inquest lx-frm-, then -hnil he pa ..s them
ovcr : if not, th en shall rho President seu apart the hom'S' and lawfull
me n prepared for that purpose. hy a solemn engagement, fa it hfully to
enquire toueh ing the biil-. an d ~oe shall send them forth with th e sam e.

Then, in cast' there br- any controversies or diffic ulties between pa rtie
and part ie that a rc lawfully and orderly prese nt ed to th at Court for
Trvall. tIll' R eco rder sha ll read them over in the opcn Co urte, and that
which was first joyn ed for i..sue, ..hall rome first to the h earing. And
her-au- t- the twelve tur-n an' to have- ' hi' hearing- and d"t,'rmining- of all
fontro\Trsil'" and differences depending oetw('ell pa rtie and pa rt ie, they
shall be first ca lled for th hy the President and placed in o rder before
thos!' th at are to he judged, I rom whom thr-v shall rt'rl'ivl' ,I solemn
charpe upo n tht, pe-ril l a nd flenah ie the la w hath p rovided , to do just ice
br-tw ct-n the part ies contending. aCl'ord ing- to evidence, This done, then
shall the parries. (having first ha d their lawful! ch allt' ngl's, ) or thei r
Auornie s plead thr-ir ..a-e-.. hdon' rh cm , produced [sic] thei r witnes ses
for \Ihat they affirme, which shal l he tak e-n upn n the like per-ill. When
they han ' ..ufficu-n t lv discus-a-d the d ifference, then ..hall th e I' n ,..idem
or any other of thr- A..si..tants mind the inq uest of the most material
p;lssages and argul11cnt .. tha t an- bro ught hy onr- an d other for the case
and against it, wit hout alteration or k an ing to one party or anot her,
(wh ich is too commonlv "Till', ) and soc- shal l the Presiden t a dv ise the

';:'R. I.C. R_ 1, 202-204. In 11;5[, th .. .-\s,r-m!:>ly found it n("f.."al} to forhid a
m"gistratr to Io-a",' th., I". neh whil .. a ('a,,, wa , Iwinl': p l..adl'd, lest he prejudice the
JUT)' hy do ing so. T h.. J".n"l ty fj " r-d wa~ £5 if th,' cas" in\"ol\"("d nO mor.. tha n £ tOO,
or ;( 10 if molt' than ;£ IOU was at 'take. .-\ t the sunu- time it was "llow"d tha t any
mag ist ral e t1isSl'nting from hi, f..llow' d" r-i,ion m i<: h t ..nt ..r a protest in the ,,,rord
if h... pai d in ..i"hto·l'll shillings! .-\ lik ... p<i\'ilt-g, ' was allow..d nU'mhns of th ..
""''''mbl) if d ll'y wish,'d to '''''ord disapl'rm'al of any of its acts. Ibid. , 333. For
an " "ample of a di""nl in th.· Cou,t of Trials, Sl'" th.. ra,.. of Jo hn the I nd ia n ,
~h . R.., ord Court o f T ria ls lliil-I724, J lln.. 15, 16il.

T HE EARLY HIST ORY OF RHODE ISL\ l\D'S
COURT SYSTE ~ I

by J Oll S T. F~ "" F. I . L

[concluded from Onol".r, 1':l.'i(}, v. 'I, no. -4, p . 117J

" 'ith judg-es and jurors prescribed . with allowance mad e for p lea d­
ing o ne's O \ H \ case o r fo r the U M ' of an a tto rncy:)~ the rou rt str ucture
was rounded out in 1650 with the creatio n of the o ffit'es o f Anornev
General a nd Solici to r. The Atto rn ey Ge nera l was to haw full power
" [0 im plcadc a ny transg ression of t he [awe of t h is Sta te in any Courte
of th is S ta te; but especia lly 10 b ring all such matt ers of pen al! lawcs
to trya ll o f the Gencrall COllr! e of Trvalls. as a lso fo r the trvall o f the
officers in the State at t he General! As-a-mblirs , and to impleade in
the full pow er and a uthoritu- o f the free peop le of this S ta te, their
prerogatives and libert ies, ., ,"" U po n info rmation o f "t ra nsgressions
or transgresso rs of the lawes, prerogati ves and liberti es of the people,
and their penallaw cs," he was "under ha nd a nd scale" to "ta ke forth
su m mons from the President o r G en eral l Assist a nt s, to com m and a ny
delinquent . or [one] vehcmcntlv suspec ted o f delinq ucncie in what
kind soeve r acco rdinge to the p remi ses, 10 a p pc a re a t the General!
Courtc [of T ria ls], if it be the re to hd on g- inge, o r to the Gene rall As­
scrnhli e in those m a tt ers propn t he reun to; a nd if any ref use to a p­
pearl' a t that m a ndamus in the State o f En gla nd 's name and the free
people of t his sta te, he sha l he judged guiuie, a nd so proc eed ed with
accord ing to fine or pcnalri c." The Solicito r was 10 p repa re a ll com­
plaints for t he Attorn ey Gen er al, "not hinder ing a ny a uthor itie o f the
Att u rn ie by o ra t ion presented in the So licitor's a bsence if he please."
\ \ 'iII iam Dvre was n amed th e first Attorn ey Gen era l ; H ug h Buit was
named Solicitor."!

,j2Th,. Cod~ of 16'}? ~I,o ,·n\'i,a.o:,·d, without any "onrfl' t~ fl>,ult, two '·di,,·..·.·t,
hon~" and "hk l1l~n for undn,t"lIdillf(;' who would 1.H· "\',,ilabk " two in a
Towllt·," ...a"h to h... known a' all ".\ttorn~J tha i brlon,!' to th ... Conrt;' for liti_
gants "'ho did nol haY,' their own attorney hu t d..,ir~d to mah' u>t· of un" .
R .I.C .R , I , 200·:W1. Rd ... r..nc...' to attorneys occur f r~qllen\l~' in th e records hut
Ihey a rc simpl)' "'lItOtTl("\'S in fact for purpos...s of litio:ation," Cr. Pro f.."or G"orgo"
Woodbi ", " . '''~ of this phras.. in Ih .. Yal.. I.,,,,' ] O!lTna l XL III , 1037..-\ class of
lawy..rs did no t dt'\elop in R hod., Isl a nd unt il the df(htN'n lh cctuurv.

6:1".'\ nd h,·caus,· em'~', Ih,' c u t thra'l! of all pro'l'ni ti" will nOi failt , to 1\,,1101'
with its fu ll "an·rr... . I..t Ih.. said Attur",')' h.. fai thfully ingag"d and aufhoriz..d
and cnrourag,·d ." R.I. C.R. I, 225.

tUI bid., 22.').226. T hr oflir .. of SolirilOr did nol ""r\'iVO' t h.. lap'" of chart... r
governm..n t during th .. Andros r"I\i", ... \\' h" n tilt" C o urt of T ria ls h,.]at ..dly r"·
sum..d r ...gular , .... ion' in S..pt,'mfwr, 16'l:l, it 'l,'0t alon!,: wi th only an .-\ ttornr-y
G en eral. :\h. R eco rd Court of Trial, 16il,I72-4 .
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inque-st to gne forth and do ju stice and righ t between th eir neighbou rs.
:\ccording: 10 ti ll" eviden ce that has b er-n brou ght, for what has been
pleaded . T hese heing: !{on{' for th . th en may the Court procr-r-d 10 d eale
with such as are hound bv n-cocnizance evthcr to release the m or to eon­
t iuue their Honds. according as Lhcre is j u~t cause, and may n-ad over th e
Ind icnncnr , tha t ha ve ber-n enquired into before, and art' now pres ent ed
as true bilk T he twelve men returni ng with a verdict it shall be re­
co rded, and S( I{' sha ll th ey be employed. untilJ a ll th e difference, ho.' ended.

And foras much ;I S it ho.· long-s to th e J ustin 's to ra-ce the costs. lett the
vacant tim es be so employed .

Thes\' controversies. differences and dem a nds being thus ;IJ] issued .
then let th e Recorde-r call to ti lt' Sarj ant to bring fort h th e Pr isoners.
Before each pri soner lett h is ind icnucn r he read, and he de manded if he
will he trye-d by God a nd the Country. sci: his countrymen. If ht' r-on­
sents, the President sha ll call forth the twelve me n tx-fore h im. wish him
to look upon them, and ask if he have any thing against them : if not,
tlu-n hI' shall charge them upon th e fo rm er per-ill, to deale fa ith fully and
trul y in the matter : it being; a ma tter o f ("ons('q uenee and moment. a nd
to proceed to determine according to the light of their consciences. u po n
the evidence given ill , a nd if a ny be found Guilty of death, to be.' n-prh-vcd
to the m-xt Cou rt . And thus ha dtlK" isxued a ll matter-s depending, the
Presiden t ..... ith lilt' a sxistan r, and r ounrcllors sha ll give for th writs unto
th e Gcncrnl l Sarj ant for the several ! executions, and so break up the
Court for that tinn- and sitt ing .

But of co urse the elected officials o f the co lo n y might require a chec k
if they exceeded their au thority o r were foun d out in some ..... ron z­
doi ng; therefore it was declared t hat "no officer employed in t h is
Co lonie shall think it st ra nqc o r hard dealing to be b ro ught to his Iaire
"lrvall . and j udgment for w ha t he hath done amiss." Officers were
to be tried and judged in the General! A..s-emblv "by a com m itt ee of
the most able and impartial! me n. chosen out fro m among them .
;lgainst whom they lIlay han" a lso their lawfull c ha llenges." T h is
applied to rbe " C h id e Otlicers of the Colonie. Isla nd . o r T ownes ;"
all othe-r o ffice rs a busin g their positions werr- to be tried either in the
town where they were c hosen or, if the town consented, in the G eneral
Court of Trials." T he first example of the trial of all o fficia l wa s that
of H ugh Buit before the As.~(, Jllb ly at Providence in I G5 ~ , He was
acquitted of the charge of "t reason again...t th e power and authoritie
of that honourable Stat e and Commonwealth of England ... ·" This
Asscm hlv. as not ed above, wa s the first om- of a representative nature

"'IIU, C.R. I, 20{-205.

o;"lbi d., 25+-255.
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since 1647, ronsi...t ing: of com mi»..ioners of the townes. Th i.. Ilmrhy
may haw 1)('("11 th e reason for the cla rificat ion which wa ... made in
16:13: ft

"

\\' llI'r('as, the la wc th a t W;\, Iormerlv made h, · the' Collonic Io r Ilw
triall of Gt'IIt'rall Otfirl'r" j .. 3l1lhicuou< and flO I '-.0 dean- as i.. nn-et In

b ring thr-m 1Cl a r-r-rtnjru- triall. It "is therefore ordered. that the rriall of
all Gerll'rall oRin·.......ha ll be be tju- G,"nnall A·"·em hh- of Commie-loners
( ..ix rho....-n h~ r-ach Towne ) r;,r their mi,dellll'.anurt-; in Ihl·iToffin', an~
former lawI ' to li lt' ('(mlra~ notwit hsrandingc.

Then a furt her adjustment in 1669 referred bad, to the Cndc' of
16-1 7 wit h the words, "forasmuch as th e Con...titution of th r- Generall
Assembl y ... tra s of lhl' uhole body 01 the [rremen [ita lics supplied],
out of whomc the Comminec for the nvall of officers h as to be
chosen;" no w. under th e C ha rter of 1663. if a ny general officer shou ld
happen to be indict ed "or complained acainsr for any d elinquency:'
he h a!' to be rried by' a jury of twelve men of the Assem blv or. if he or
the :\ :".."f'mbly were eo minded. by twelve "indifferent nu- n [ea st sus ­
peered" outside of the ..h .....-mblv. ..\ (Tordin!:: to the verdict of these
"hi!' said pccrcs" he \\ it!' to be judged guilty or not guilty. "any objec­
tion pretended fwm the Cha rter to the con t rary. or not wit h..ta ndi ng
any law or lawcs . cla wes or clawses. or prr len, e of either, to the con­
t rarv hearof in any \\i :o.c.' ruu wit h..tandinc.'?"

In view of th e extent of tilt" trial work undertaken by the :\-".o<embly'
in the eighteenth century. it is remarkable that a ca reful sepa rat ion
bctwrr-n It'.gi."la tin and judicial ac tivities throughou t most of th e
seventeen th rent urv left to the lawmaking bod y only that ta...k of de­
lrrm ini n~!tll" cast·s of /.::enf'Tal oflieers. Yet it was more a !'('pa ra tion
of funct ions than of powrP.'. for the Cock of 164 7 defined a method
of n'('() lIr~ to tht' .\ -"."t·rnbly hy' way of pt,t ition. In the t'\"('!lt tha t any
man liho uld sm' for justkc "il,!::ai llS! an (jllin'r or ot he r. and hI' cannot
he heard . or i!'heard and , an no t he rightt'd by any Law exta nt amo ng
us. then shall the party gri('\'('d pr t it ion to th r G<"IH"rali or Law ma king'
As....rm hlit,. and sha ll bt· rdin ed ," ;" T he fun ct ion of ma king tlWrl

" ~I b id . , 262.

ijj' R, I.C. R. I I, 2:1'1·240. It ....a . a lso '11ad,' rlrar al th i, po inl Iha l an indil"\uu-nt
....a. no ha r 10 otti ...· aft ... "k n io n hy th .. fr'·(·m,·n . In ,uch casn, th.. person d"n" d
"'as 10 1;'1;... oll ie.. ,, "d thr n hr tr irJ b}' t,,·,·h.. la...ful m'·Il .

'''R. IC.R . 1. 2U.... In lh57 Ihr A....mhh· rd ..rr ..d 10 it... lf a. "Ih,- I;lW ",,,kinl{'
Co,nl of th i, Colony." I bid.• 358. Th,' in troourtion of r..~n ......' t;' t;on Ul rOm ·
m ;n ion r n of til.. to" ·I1 ' , ill pI,,,.,. of th ....·hol ,· hod~ of f"·"lll ..n lo t all pu rpo , n

gave the :\sH'mhly many occasions when it acted to ma ke rules for
the conduct of specific cast'!' befo re the Cou rt of T rials. T hus. even
when case; did not g:o au aftual trial ' ~ be fore the Assembly, almost
a ny' part of th e judicia l pron.~" was opt 'n to its inspection and to its
correction. For instance. when Rich ard Burdell pemioncd" in ~fa y .

1655 . to he discha rged of his bond in the Court of T ria l". he was so
discharged and relieved of the 'It"n~,, i t y of prosecuting a com plain t
again...t Samuel W ibo n. ..\ 1::;lin . ill 1656 . the la", makers declared that
a grant bv the Court of Trials of a rdwarin.g to W illiam Coddington

in the case of Brenton r, Cod d i n,c.: tOlI "was a legall act:',1 But on a
petition presented by Ed ward Richmond it was ordered that "the
business shall be suspended till it be heard in the Court of t ria lt.. ,' · ' ~

rxcrpt thr r lt-nio ll of oflier n . II ril.<" to t h.. I..rm . "Court of C.ommis,ionrn;·
u... d ahrrn a ti .·rl. .... ith " G"n..ra ] ..\ mhh of Commi..ioll ..rs," um il th.. Chan..r
of 1663 rnnfirn l<"d a s~u..m of l ..p rr n t.l tion I>~ "d"pu l;"",·· T h., lr<:ord., of th "
A.....mbl ,· for 165 !> .hmo' a rU r in'tan"r ",hrrr B.nd..It , Ih.. edito r, ~nmll..d a n
in t ru.io ';' of Ih., Coml of Tria l. hu. in f int. Ih..,.., a ppears Ihr .,nll) . " T h"
G..nrral Court of T o al l. h..ld at Wa ·id,r Ih.. 11th of :-.I.n..h . 1655-6." Th..
nalllr5 li.t..d ind ud.. ih ., Prr, idr nt . Ro"..r W illi am •• a nd four ,\ ..i~ til n t•. ""sid ....
th ...... :\!.Igi. triltM of War.... i..l . th .. R..cordn. rh.. s...rll..;m l. a nd th...\nornq ' G.,n ­
nal. f ift ....n jUr>m..n ....n .. ;lIsa l iu rd , '1 h.. C oun of Trial. ....as in sessio n half a n
hour, aHordin,! to Ih.. record, "and Ih..n Ihr COlnmi..ionrn to apr..r.._·· Th..
Coun of Commi..ion.." indud..d six fro m ..a,· h o f th .. to ns. amon" Ih..m som .. of
th .. Mnch a nd ....mr o f rh.. ju rors (If Ih.. Court of T rial ·ho "'rn.' douhl inll as
Commi... io n'·n. Th" l.<" a tt-nde d 10 a ,,,,all amo unl o f busin.... . ..·h.....o pon " th le
Coml [o f Comm ;..io n..,,) " djournrd lill th .. Court of T r>'a lls IX' o.·r r.' · t bid.,
325-32 7.

' Ifor " bout fi. ,.. '.,an aft..r t 6 58 th r l "l{' id ~l i\'r r OIllr><· t..nn ' of tbe .\ .....mhl..
....a s comprom is"d b~: " ....n of rdn .. ndum pron·d u r... J ~ :\"o,·"mbrrof 1658 it " 'a s
o rd ..red Iha l Ih.. Rrcordn . ho"ld ...nd to th " lown. 1'01'''' ' of alll"...s mad~ a t a n ~
' \ ....mhh·, ....ithin t.." da l·' of itt d i.sol ut ion . T hr to ....ns ...e re 10 hav.. t..n da~' , 10
rr , 'i" ... the work of Ih.- r"l'r..,... ntati ..r. a nd, if th q ch o. .. to do so. \'o t.. do....n "an~
la ..·:· If it happ"m'd th at " th,' miljor p.~rt.. of th .. r>< 'ol'k in ,·"e h lown" d is­
allo"" 'd an y la ..... " th" n sU" h a b ... 10 br in nu,· fur c..: · R .I.C. R . I, ~Ol. I n t600
th is ...." . am"nd,-d 10 !{'ivr Ihr towlU th" month, to uk.. ac lion. and Ih.. la wa s
c1a rifi..d to indica t.. that di 'allo...ann· as to folio... on thr' r,,!{'i.tning of th ill
of "th.. major pa ri .. of th .. fn'" inhahi t"nc. of this Colon~· · · to th ,lt .. tf ..n hy vot,'s
transmiu..d from "ach to ...n to Ih.· Rn'ord"r_Ibid.• "2'1 . lI o ........-r. in M a rch. lfifi~ ,
th.. r..p ..a lin!{' "uf thr an. of th .- ( ;<'I,,,,al :\s... ml>ll·... I", \'otin'! , in town n,.. ..t in!!. ..
...."1 adjudged ront r"dinory 10 th .. for m of litU\TrtlllU"nt o·st" hh , h..d h)· th.. Ch"rln
of lofi :l. and th...do,,' nO lonlit,-r a ""lid plani...·. R. I.C ,R , 11. 27.

,2 E"{Tplion must h,> Ill;,d,· for di,o, I'wn·,·din!{'., "hout ...hieh th ..r.. "'a' no
la .... mado' in th .. C od ,' of lt i4- 7. ,wd hid, .... ,,, th, ·n·f"r.. a maw'r for ]><·Iilion.
I n 10'i·1 thr .-\"..",bh too k lIud,·r ,·on.i,kr;Hioli Ill<' ra,r of J o hn and Eliza b.. th
COI< I<... h" l1. Each wa's I{' in ·n Ih .. lil'r nl 10 COll tr~<·t" m'... rnarti" ,,!,'·' R .I ,C .R . I ,
280,314.319.

,a'bid., :11 5.
Hl bid.• :I ..a
;~Id"".
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In 165i manv rules were revised and penalties modified : Plaintiff
and Defend an t "'rrr each 10 be r- ruitk-d to nn e pO~lponcrnt'nt : after
a nihil dicit en tered in th e RCfOnkro.s off ice the Defend ant might
nevertheless appcar in co urt and the r aM' proceed to t rial : eit her pa rty.
after judgment. could ask for a rehea ring , bu t only 0 11( ' reh earing
could rake place: jury service was to ht' imposed only with three da ys'
not ice before the cou rt sa t : ~oods under dist raint might lx- redeemed
wit hin ten da ys on pa vme ru of the fine a nd the cba rges (If the dist raint.
and such a redempt ion was not 10 ht, tak en as a confession of guilt ;
the General Sergea nt could, in rnau crs not relating to his office, be
served with a summons bv a T own Serge ant . At the same st'S.....ion of
the Assembly. the case of Brenton Z', Coddington was assigned 10
arb itrators. with th e de cla ration that no court was to take act ion in
case the a rbitrators [ailed to auree. The a rbit ra tors here were .gin"n
PO" r-r to ma ke award s out of "the visible esta te in hnn;r kinde or
-heepe. or other cau ell of either of the parties," Execut ion was or­
dt-rcd " in th e ca."l" that W , IS fou nd a g-aim t ~I r. Dvrc at the last Cou rt
of t rvalls in ~I ar( h , where only throu g-h neglect . judgment was not
entered ."?" All of th ese rulings demonst ra te the supe rvis ory powers
of the legisla ture as exercised in th e seven teenth re ntury : all of them
likt'wi;.e indica te a ll avoidan ce of any act ua l tr ial work which would
make th e A~"l"mhl y it Cou rt of Ap peals.'11

, riTh.. abo.·.. app"an in R.I. C.R. I, 3Sb_:ltiS. I n ~larrh , lli Sh, chI' .-\ ....mhl)·
r" p"alrd a n aCI of rh.. Ilu'('..dine ~ ..a r ...hi..h had prrmiu <'d eomp<>1i l ion in usn
" f frlon ioush- lakillll: a nolhrr's 1100d . ! 1 hr ori ll:ina l mOliw' for th .. repe aled aCI
..... fIU 10 ha~·e br r n on .. of ..('on omy. It is morr .iilnifica nt that th i, oddnv r...ma in..d
on thl!' book< on l>- one .ra r Iha n th at th.. la " 'lUal..rs . hould ha .'.. prrmll lrd th ..
lap..- 10 ha~'" orrur...d al all. I bid .. 33~.

: :R.I.C.R. II , 8}.8tl. Thr COrK..rn of Ih -\SM"mbh' .....·it h pallirular d~"'rlop-

mrnU in judicia l affai rs "" a' a ('oo t in uo,," on Cf. fo r ..""mplo" R.I .C .R . 11, 362.
.....,h..r.. ( in 1670 \ in Ihr lui t of h'" o,tln v. " ·" ,. " ,ockJhol' , thr Co u.t of Triall
ha~'inll: stopp.-d Ih....a h..ca"... t h.. l nd ia o " rould nOI undr rsta nd Ih.....·a,· of ou r
proc....d ini;". ; · th r :\s mbl~· t Ul n",d Ih r "''' "'' r O~' '' T to Ihe Ih, r r ,\ ..inan" of
PlOvid" n('r and th r 1"'0 .'s~istan IS of W" lwi, l., with fu ll pow ..rs " to issul!' a nd
d..t..rm ine in lil.. pr rmi, ..,: " In th ...am.. . ....ion Ih.. A~...mhll rukd 'hal th ..
Chart ..r of t Mi :~ l'ia~'r to Ih..", a fn '" d i. po. al of fio... an d forf..il uI.... ...ktrh undn
th .. I11 W of En !tl;,nd h..lon l':,'d to Ih.. " ini;'. :-0;" , uch pruvi, ion Can h.. f" " nd in Ih..
Challn , hut , h.. ", st,H<' of T homa, Flound,'r . , l ;r ld ~' r " ", r u ' r d fOI murd,·r. ...a , u"'d
to ddra.' cha I!trs an d chr r ... i du~ tur w'd OHr tu hi, widow. Th ;~ W ;t ' ('onsiSlr n t
with th ..· prinr{pl.. ",rnli"'H"d abo\'r (no t.. :1:1 ) in ,·onn..n ion wilh 1" ' l t \' ...·a . on in
tlu ' Cod.. of Ib~ i , th "l " thr wi..", . an d ('h ild . ..n oUlI:h t not to hrHr Ih~ i "iq u i t i ~s

(.f Ih r H u.ha nds a nd Par en ts ,'" G" nna l ",I.·, w,·t.. <oom..till1 ... , td t..d for th.. " uid _
an .... of j ud g..s, a ' in 16O,Ii, " 'h..,, bylaw it w" . "e ond ud..d Iha ' th ..... tha t e"ecu le
ju . t ;rr . ha ll hr pa id b\' Ih o... Iha l or.-asion th..ir.. scn·i crs." R,I .C .R . I, 33 -t; d .
pr ......d inl;: not ... .-\n ""(f'ptiun ...a. mad.. to Ihi. in fa~·oT of tho ... actlui ll ..d of crim...

II wa~ not unt il ~ I a \' of l GRO th a t a breach "as IT};Ide in the rule
which excluded the actual tria l of causes from the busines... of the
Assemblv. It "as e-ffr-ctr-d after litll1H' failures, the first no table one in
I fili" w';(,11 william Du e "a~ unable to ind uce the le~i ~la to f!' to rc­
verse two judg ments of" he Cou rt or T rials. H is "adrcsse and appealc'
wcrr- rejected .r~ :\ot I'" en a referen ce hy the Royal Commissioners or
this snnn- cast' a lid a nother, l/orris t'. l/arrod, ,!' 10 t he ( ;t'IH'ra l Assent­
Illy, the ex ec ut ions haying been ~taY l'(t pending- action hy th e Co m­
missioners. could persuade them to ad as an a ppea ls cour t. In regard
to H arris 1', llorrod, "seeing it had already passed .' . in a Co urt of
Records. as the .•. Governor and ma~~t ral t'S declare in open Cou rt : '
it h as on ly for the " law making: Asscmblv" to dec lare that " exicuuon
of the judgm ent of Court abovesaid he cxicuted without farther de­
lay," ),'0 more n-butfs were n('"('N.«ar~ until 16i 8, an d at this time the

... '..n thou" h an indin",..n t had bee n la id all:ainn Ih..m. f..-r n "", f, .... ....." rr d..•
mand..d on arquill ..I, a. for ""ampl.. in Ihr (';1.... o f Chri"ophn .\ lrm :Ckl: 1678 \
"... ho .....a ' found II. thr ju.,· nu l guih y, Ihr n "draTI'd b~· prod.lm'l!lon m opt'n
Tou rt, pa ~ i n1l: Ie...:" ~h. R..cord Court of .TTi ~ l . 1. 67 1-ln~ iT,·. iU" n{lt ~S1S,
hut it i. d iffi('uh to ..ktnlllin", wha l th.. 1r1l:"\;'uv" mwn l w.....\ f.·.. on a('qUllta l
i. pro" id"d for in Ih.. 17:10 pr int in" of Hhod, IJI,!nd .~ds " nd I.mn , and D urf....
i, . ur'" (j"dir i,,1 GI""nin,~s. 136 ) that il w,,, rr qUlr..d do wn 10 171>'1,

T h...\ ,,("[,,1>1,. "ou ld im..rr upl a co un M'~,ion, or ch,mg,· th ,' t ill'" for a "·,,ion.
R. I.C .R . I, ~O z'. Su il ' ;\l(ainst IOwn. w,·,'" I' lo \" i,k d fOI h, II"" ' \'''' IllI!I~' and th r
tow n tn 'a , u.n in. trun,·d 10 <l ct <I, d..lrud.lo t. I b ,d .. ·124. OI "lrun ,on . 10 tl l<"
[l'lu rn, of the II: ra "d j u'" w~r.. ea ll-:d 10 rh.. a.I~,·n li onof Ih.. Co~,.n of ·1:r.i"I" which
w," in' lrunrd to c" k,' ",·!lon. I bId.. 501. I h.. prlll,on of \\ lll ld'" I hu ma. for
r..",i"ion of ,,·n t,·n' .. of dea th for hurlll l<Uy was r..fu.. ·d ( R,i. C .R. II , :~'n) ,. bu t
on " r..qu"' '', appralr and pt' li lion" of Ro!t'~r Goul~ i n. II1 , Ih~~ . \, ..'~nhh I"ml l!;d
... nt ..n('", in a h."lard, r"SI·. Cr. ~"" R....o rd (.ourl of I nals Ih ' 1·17 ~ ~ for (kt. ~.J,
1672 . and R.IC .R . II , 480. .-\ sprcial cour t Win or drr..d fOI rh.. tria l of 1...0
Ind ia n. in J un.., Ih il, and th r R..('ordf'r! .~r1l:..a nl. and ,·\ ltOI.n..,' .G..n..ra!. ",:.. r..
all ord..rrd to all ..nd a ' a t aO\' Courl of I nOli •. R. I. C ,R. II , 1<l1_144. \\ tllIam
'1imlworla".. on prlitioll in J un-.., 16il. had .a. ","nl..n('.. of " h' Pl' lOlI: rr min..d, bUI
" a. ordn..d 10 Pol' h i, fin.., Ibid .. :1"8_)'1'1, 1h.....me fa 'OI waJ allow..d f.h7ah.-lh
I in Xo. '..m!Jr r. I b' d .• 42o- -t21. f." .....u lion a ll:ainll a hond.man wa. ord"r"d
ah a .equ,·, t IJ~ thr R..rordrr thaI h.. hr lI:i "·..n lI:uidan.... in Ilii2. I bid .. H ?-H 6.
In Ih., 'am.. ~",aI. an .\ " ju anl, Captai n John CrtTn.., wa, d.·uoun....d. fo r hIS p.r­
.urnplion in grantinll: .. di,orc... I bid . Ii'l I n ~Ia~' , 11>7.1, 11.0: frwn d, of I~"
1.11..1. r ""cut",d mu rd .·r..r Thomas Co.ndl, " ..n· g. antl·d ~"'Tml'''OIl to hu.,· hm'
und' :r ,·..n a in "on di lion: "o th"rwi,,', th.. '<lid T homa. Corndl i. to I,.. buri..d
un dn or ''''' aT Ih.. I{,,"o.....·,:· For Ih.. d i .~)Q. i t ion uf Corm·lI's ("r("i t"d "'Ia l" tl ....
T own Counl' il uf !'" rt-moul h W'IS CUliomly ord..r..d 10 "'m.,h a will: ' I bi r!"
485,~86, T lwn in Sq,t"mbt'T, 167:;. th...\ s, ,,'uhly m k d tha t ;m l ud ian mig hl 1)<"
a va lid wilm'" '; I{" in' t " n." h.. a, '<'u"'d of ' d llll lo: h im liquor, Cf. nou ' 28. Ont'may'
l'Oodud.. from all Ihi, Ihal th .. Rhod,' I , la nd ,\'«' Illhh' in th", "· ....ntn·nlh ' '' n1ury·
rr .rr"",d 10 il...1f ",,,..h of Whal i. too .. ,· undn l..h n uy th ,' cou l!' in Allin il'a ,lIld
w m..timn ..·ft-n ed IU a. ··judr,t... mad..·" I..".

"R. I.C .R. lJ, 8 :i-8b.

tl> lbid.• IH.'!.l l.
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petit ion of one Colson was rejec ted with the exp lana tion th at it d id
not belon g to the legislat ors " to judge or to reverse any sentence or
judgm ent passed bv the Gen eral COUri of Trvalls, according to law ,
except ca pital! or crim inal cases, or m ulct. of fines." ~" Y('I the sig­
nificant pari of this is as much thai consti rutcd by th e exce ptions as
the pari whi ch is ucneral." ! As a matt er of Iact , no decision of the
Cuurt of Tria l.~ in it cri minal case had ever been "reversed." but to
link "ca pital! or cr iminal cases" with "mulct or fines," the latter fre­
quently mod ified by .\ssembly anion in the past , was to warn of
im pend ing changes. T he next yea r, on pet ition of Captain John
Albro" relating to an indi ctment of J ohn Albro J r. in the Court of
Trials, the As.~l'mbl y ordered judgmen t suspended until it made its
own fina l dete rmina tion . I n Decemb er the case was refer red to as
that of "J ohn Albro J r. and Margaret H all ," with the observation
that the Assemb lv had accepted th e report of a cc mminee : and it was
ordered that judgment sho uld not ,go forth from the Court of T ria1s. 83

This amounted to a command 10 stop an y sentence. not a reversal ;
but the same December Asscmb lv brought a first ment ion of the case
of . ll my 1'. l'<Jro(ke . ~ 1 which becam e the first lo he tr ied on appeal bv
the Assembl y and ma y have occasioned th at sha rp break with tradi­
tiunal practice in th e law for a ppea ls to th e Assembl y whi ch was
made in J(iHO. It was voted in ~ ray of that yea r " that in a ll act ionall
cases" in th e: Court of T rial eithe r plaintiff or defendant might , if
"aggr ieved after judgment r-nu-rrd in Co urt, appeal to th e next Gen­
eral Assembly for rdice ··'

"" R, Le. R . Ill , 1<j·20, Th~ pNi lion was "'aid to hI' ;nl",half.. of ....t il.., 1'0IS t ~ r , "

Cf. ....is . R'T o rd Courl of Trial, 1671-172-l. O CI. 1677 , ....b~ 1678, fo r S"nford u,
F ,n . l n , W h" n Ih~ ('a'" was fir' t tried tlw jury had b~"n ,~nt fo r th th r"" lim'"
b ut pa s;st",l in" "~Idi,· t for , 10 ,- p la int iff of ,h,- hor.. · '''''d fo r, two p"",.,. d a ma g,.,
a nd I'ost,: on a rdwaring rh.. ju r}' again found for th,. vlainti ff th e hors,.. sue d for ,
,",'it h Iw,·l n ' p,·ne,· d"",a,.;.. and ('m".

"ICf. Rie hm" n. op, cil ., II , 230, 27:1 -27--1, for som,. [>oli li".,1 d,'wlop"",nl< which
rna,' ha"" had something to do with " gr adual chan'!(c in IIH' Asscrnblys " i ~w of its
Own function.,

"~ R, I.C,R, III , 32-3 :1 ,

"3tbi" ., H.75,

"~/bid" 7.'> ,

"." lbid. ,87, '1'10,' "pn'la'lrnH'n (' of th .. d,'pu ti.., of tlw A",'mhl~· to try app'..akd
('a,..., is in Ms, R ho d.. l sla nd H.....o,-d, 1/;71 -1!i8ti (Sla t,- Ho t" .., Pro \' id ..nr~ ) and
d at ed O n oh... 2 7, 1!i80 . W h \' Ila r tl, '" did not prim it in Ih .. th ird mlu",1' of Ih,.
p r;"lt'd records must rn lO " in a mY' I"" · Thr '-0'la'l,·m,.,H w,,, follow,-d b~· Ih .. tria l
of Pucock e " . A IIIl)', "ll a n io n of d ..b, which h"d first I".,." tri"d in Ih.. Court of



Hut an alteration in a ppea ls proced ure became on ly a minor detail
among th e dillkuhic:-ex perienced b~ Rhode I<land in th e las t q uarter
of the sevento-mh centurv. In that period the judicial structure was
a pparentlv de-c redited . Part of the trouble carne ahout as a result of
th e 1;1( k of coruinuirv in administration. h ut other \\(· 11 known factors
produced occasiona l disorders. evrn to a la pse of Iq,:is];tti\'e a nd judi­
ria l Ill l'mor~' w hich w oul d require a gradual recou-t rucrion of the
colony's ronstnunon in th e eig htee-nth centurv : King: Ph ilip 's War ;
disputes OH r boundaries, that with Connecticut enabling residents of
the Xarragan-en cou nt ry to di ..regard Rhod e Island authority when
it su iled their purpo~ to improve the ir rr-putations with the neigh­
borin,g jurisd irrions ; the in te rlud e of tilt' Dominion of Xew England ;
the dominance of th e Quakers in th e ('oloI1Y, and th eir \'I'ry casual
a lti t ude towa rd the ju dic ial P[()('t'SS; and. most important . rbe con­
fusio n ind uced by prt'~"url' from English authornv. which drs rrov r-d
much of thr- confidence in the 1;\\\ sand t"tlilstitutiollS of Rhod e Isla nd .
By 16~7 thr- colony could not. or .....ou ld not, prod uce an adequa te
summary of th e-e laws for iran..mission 10 England . In 1699 . Lord
Bellemon t was de nolllwin g Rh ode Islanders for harboring pirates
and for the ir failure 10 administer th e l a\\ ~ fairly ur in accorda nce
with the laws of Eng land. He refe rred to the olIidal!' a!' a poo r or
corrupt set and singled out John Pococ ke. the .·\thlrnl'~ Genera l. as
Tr iab for ~Ia ~ , 1t>80, wi lh Ih .. r..mil Ihal Ih.. j u", had found for Ih.. plainliff Ih..
dd " 'u..d for, " 'ilh , ill p.-nr .. dama!,:", a nd CO!iU. ( )n rn,i....· hllh.. n"1« (S..pl ..m­
brr ) ,'ourl. Ih.. j url had found for thoo ddoondanl h i, ("0'\1•. :\ow. ·'Ih i. Coun [ i , ~.

the A...-nrblv] do<' d" lnminoo, and Ih,,1 anordinlii I<J Ih,' "'luily of Ihr ' ,l id ca,r,
Ih,· ."id dd,·nd""1 .hall ,"'y un lO 11ll" ,,,id plainliff Ih.. suru of 1"110 pounds in
mone-y, in fuJI pnformanrr of hi••ai d pari of Ihr .aid ,·"vrna nl or oh li!'l ali on,
whi "h he "'a' hound 10 pay ; .lIld that Ih, ' . a id plainliff sha ll aJlo ..· Itl" liw pound.
and Ihr baTTill of hrifl:", whirh Ihr .aid defendanl ...a. 10 ha,'l:" paid, morl:" Ihan
t hl:" 'UIIl of Il:"nn pound., .n i1PlJl:"'H'" bl Ihr ....id "O'Tnanl Or obligal ion , in Con_
.id ..ralion of Ih.. dama!'l'" ,uSl ilinrd b. the said dd ..nd anr for a nd h\· re ason of
""l:"Ty the- ccv ..n,lflU in Jaid co,'..nanl o r ohli!!,al ion, ,,'h ich oUl{ ht lO·ha,·.. br..n
prrforml:"d on rh.. pan of Ma T\' , h i. laIr .. if... and , ..lict of th .. 1.11.. dec..a ... d John
.-\ hny , of Po rtsmo uth, afor... aid ; and raeh 10 hI'aTl:" h i, own.. dul:" : · R .U ::.R . II I.
'I1_!12 . Thi. jud,!,1I1rnt wa. <iui,lili..d hI Ih,' urd... 10 th.. Rn ordrr Ih 'L1 hr .hould
Ilrant rX"culinn ''''fordinK In Ihr judliinU'nt gi'·rll ill Ih, ' COUll of T , i"l . if 1Ill"
d,·frnd'"ll nr liill'f l,·d 10 pay I,·n lJOund. tu Ih,' plilinlitf bdor.. Ihr IirS! Tur,da" of
Ih.... n.uin~ J " n" ar )'. P IJr or ' r v. .~ "U )' .. a, Ih .. only .uil Iri ,'d on ap,...al hy th ..
:\u ..mhly in th .. Sl:"'·.. nl ....nth c..nl"f} . n...pil'· Ih.. la of ~l a . 11i80. and furlh ...
pro, i.ion mad.. for trials by Ih.. ··G rand Conllniu ·· of holh hou~ a h ..r Ih..
..S1abl i. hml:"nt of a bira"lt"ra l 1q;:i.I,""r.. in 16" 6 ( R l c. R. III. 313 1, Ih ..... is no
r..cord of ano lh ... a pp"'a l u i..d un ril lha l of SI..ph..n Arnold in \l a. , 1702. R.I.C,R .
Ill. 4B.
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an ig-norant mec hanic. ~'I Either the records were really in such dis­
order that no one could say "hat the laws shou ld be, or else there wa ..
so much fear of eX(>I)"ing the oricins of these laws in the time of the
Lo ne Parl iament rhat a couspiracv of silence operated to conceal
them. It is self-eviden t tha t th ere existed no class of lawyers to pfl··
M T H' any rominuitv. Finally. il was an appropriate mark of the end
of the seventeenth rcuturv. as well as a key to the subsequent recnn­
st ruc t ion in the eighteen th reut urv of a ju risp rud ence more in tu ne
with th e ru lings of the Eng:lish court... that thl' Assem blv of ;\U~:-I .

17110, enac ted tha t the laws of England were 10 he considered in
operation in the colonv where 110 Rhod e Island law or custom was
applicable. Thus a ha:-ic principle of the Code of 164 7. the self­
sufficiencv of that Cod e an d a men d me nts thereto, was ove rt hrown.

~" R IC. R. III . :l8 7. B" llomon!' , rrporl 10 Ih.. Boar d of T rade on Ihl:" irr ..gu .
laril i... o r R hod l:" Island it prinlt'd on pag... 385- 388..-\mon K Ih .. Iran.nipl. of th ..
paprrt . ..nt h , Bt-Jlomonl in 16'1<1 in Th.. John Can ... Bro..'n l.ih ra T\ IS Il:"" l:" n,
TranKripu \"01, \ '111 ) i. Ih.. ,.. foo rrnc.. of \fr. Thomas :'IO.....lon 10 Porock.. a'
··01 Barbour a nd Br....'n ...... ie ooranr." :-;.....Ion add, Iha l Ih.. " Go " , a nd " n iHt"'I' for hi, opinion and I.n~·fl:"dg.. of Ih.. La ... : and who dra..'·' allindinmrnu
10 hi, o ...n nollOn . -"'lIhoul an ' kno,,'n fomld a'l:ain.1 Cr;minall Otf..nders in
hi. o"'n nam.. ; , · il l . t John Pocock do Ind ic i &< CD an d tho' Ih.. Sum..ri r and
olh.... h..,·.. info rm..d him . that all l ndic mus ",u.1 .... in Ih.. K ing. nat" and h..
oUlfhl 10 knu... hrllr r and han · IH'urr form., ITtt h.. Slill p rcc ....d. in Ih l:" t a rnr
mannn .'" l'ocockes last ••pp..arano- in ("o"n '" .-\ lt o rn..)" G..n..ral wa. in \lard l.
I 702 . ~ls , R rco rd Coun of Trials 167 I· I 724 . It should br ne t..d that hl:" ...a. not
ho ldin,!, ot!in" .. h..n h i• •uit ...ith Chr iSiOphl:"r .-\ Im, ..·a. u i..d b, Ih.. .\ urmhl)' in
1680. bUI h.. ...a . ..I..ct ..d \1:1\ . 168 2. in Ih.. Jam" session which .a'" him mad l:" a
fr .....m an of th .. colon}'. R.lC.R . III. 10 i . II .. dropp.-d ou r of .ighl in l68i and
r..app"'a~ a' .-\ n o rn ... C... nnal in l ti'l li. hold inll that pl ace unl il I in2. H l:" TTl ,,'
have b.. ..n Ihl:" Jam l:" John Pocock .. who had br..n CI..rk of .\ ....mb!. in Barbado..
lnO"inlii 10 R hod l:" Island ~m"l iTTl" aftrr 1665 wh..n hi. nam.. appeared on a p.-l i­
t ion of th .. Baebades _' ...·mMy compla;n;n!!,of Ihl:" arbi rrar~ · art. of Ih.. Go~·..rno t .
Lo rd WiJloullbhy. S,'" C"I~"da , 01 Slale Papa s Colo" ;1/1 V ( 1Iiti l - l t>ii 8 1. :JO'!

TH E 1:?9t h .\XX lJ'c\L :l.1££TI XG

Tur. O~F, Hl'~DkFIl TWF:~TY-~I~TH annual ml'eting- of Rhod e
Island Hi."tori (·a l S<1( 'it" t ~ \~as hd d Septt'm h,-'r 20. 19:10, a l 8 : l:l P. :1.1.
at J oh n Brown HOllse. Prl'sidt' lit Richard Lt"Baron Bow ell pre~ iJ i n ~ .

TIl(' Sl'neta ry [('ad the ("a ll of the tnt·,·ting and uedar('d ;\ q uorulll
to he pr t.":'ent . Sinn' Ih,' millll lt·~ uf the prl'Yious a nllual lllt'l' ting ha d
lxTn p rint t·<J in R hodt' f jland /l islory .'Illd scnllO all mt.·mhcfS. upnll
motion tht' read ing- of the;l:' milllurs was omiu('d . T he minulrs of
tht ' sta ted I1wt'ting- held .-\pril 12. I~60. \\1:''[('' r("ad and illH'pted .
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Xlr . H oward W. W ilson . T reasu rer, submitted h is report w hir-h
show ed an opcra rinc surplus of $402.69. a non-operatin g deficit of
,~1 . 270.l19. and an ove r-al l deficit of .'SUnS.OO. The bala nce sheet
as of j une 30, 1949. showed total a....sets of $266,413 .23 . of which
$22.144.48 was in cash, and $ 136.298.71 in secu rities. "J ohn Brov..n
House," and " Rooks an d M anuscri pts" were each carried at $50.­
000.00. The J ohn Brown HUllS(' Fund contained $7 .770.00.

At the ronclu.... ion of his n: port, ;\I r. W ilson spo ke uf the pleasure
he had had in sen: ing as Treasurer and the sor row he felt in relin­
quishing the position which had been occasione d bv his moving- from
Rh ode Island .

The followi ng Resolu tion was then moved. secon ded , and unan­
imo uslv paved by t hose prese nt :

RESOL UTIO;':

WH EREAS - 11r. Howard W. Wil-on. Oil acco un t of leaving Rhode
l ela nd, bav found it ncccssarv to rNin' from the office of T reasurer of
the Rhode Isla nd Hiq orical StH.:iety, and

\\' I IE REAS - For a period (If fou r year" Ill' filled the office of Assis­
tant T reasurer and for five )'l'ars that of T rea surer, and

WH ER EAS - He has filled those offire, with ~Tl'a t e-fficicncv and
abilitv devoting muc h tinu- arid con-cicntiou-, caret;, t he- r-ve-r incr(',lsing
durir« co nnec ted then-with, and then-fore be it

RESOLVE D - T hat the Rhode Island Historical Sot·iety hr-rcbv
t'xpre"es it- deep regn't at the loss of his va lued ser vices. its th;mk< fo;.
and Sillt·tTI: a ppreciation of those servir- e-e so freely n-ndr-n-rl and exte nd­
its best wishes to him ill his new field of endeavor. His ge-nial pr-r-onalitv
will indeed be mica-d as well ;1' his faithful work as an ,,/liCIT of thr
SOI'iety...\ nd be it further

RESOLVE D - That a ('opy of this r r-xolutirm he forwarded to :\lr.
\ \"ilsoll as a slight token of the appreciation a nd es teem ill which he iv
held hy tht' nu-mbers.

In the absence of Xlr . Arn old W . J ones. C hairman of th e" Xlcm­
bcrship Committee. :\ Ir . Ivory Litt lefield. J r. read the report of that
Comminee. A net gain of fifty new members was obtained for the
) ea r bringing tota l me mbership as of J une 30. 1950. to 1.412, T he
glie~t book was signed by 1.202 ptTsons during: the year.

.\I r. Will iam G. Roclk er read the report of the Lecture Committee
for .\l r. H cn ry D. Sha rpe. C hairman . The report showed that l ~

meet ings of th e S()ciet~ had been held with total a ttendance of 837.
Thirtv-Iour organizations held meetings in J ohn Brown House with
total attendance of :!.D:!. Xlr. Roclker addressed six organizat ions.
~ Ir. Monahon one, a nd .\Ir . Collins two.

D r. Francis H . Chafec read the report of the Publications Com­
m itt ee (or M r. Pau l C . Nicholson , Chairman . Four issues of th e
Societ y's quarterly. each of 32 pa g-es were publi shed d ur ing the
yea r. In total these were composed of II articles. -1- hook revie .....s,
1 report. -1-4 notes, 4 lists of new members, 2 charts and maps. and
19 r uts.

Mr. William G . Roelkcr read th e report of the Buildin gs and
Ground s Committee for .\l r. Frederick P. Austin. J r ., C hairman .
TIl<' report ca lled attention to the acqu isition of an Orien tal ru g
for the main hall and new ca rpet for the stairs. Further redecorating.
including the Director's office. .....as recommended.

As the members stood in reSptTt , .\ Irs. Axel A. Christensen read
the repo rt of the Committee on l'ienology. Th irt y-nin e members
d ied d uring the year.

.\Ir. .\1. Randolph Flather read the report of the Finance Co m­
m ittee for .\Ir. Albert H . Pola nd. Cha irman. T he security portfol io.
as uf Ju ne 30. 1950 was valued at market at $ 152.830.88 ami was
invested 24 c ;- in bonds, 38~';- in preferred stocks and :l8r~ ill common
stocks. Annual income is $0. 721.50, a yield of 4,4 2 S·;- .

The report of the Aud it Committee was read by .\ Ir. Edwa rd
C . Palmer (or .\1r. J . Cunliffe Bullock . C hairman . The report sta ted
tha t .\ Ir. John E. j ackson . Auditor. had found the books and accounts
to he in good cond ition.

..\ Ir. ClilTord 1'. .\Iona hon . reporti ng- as Lib rarian and a bo for
the l .ib ra rv Committee. then delivered his report . .\I r. Xlrmahon
spoke IJf the larue amou nt of microfilm ing tha t had ln'en done a nd
anticipated a grea t use in th e future of th is method of pre-erving
records. He also spo ke of th e large number of Rhode b land imprints
owned bv the Society. .\Ir. Vlonahon called a ttent ion to a few of
the man y gifts rece-ived by the Society durin g th e past yea r .

.\ Ir. William G . Rocl ker, Dirccror.vhcn presented his tenth ann ual
report. After reviewing va rious phases of the Soc iety. ituludi ng
membership and finan ces. .\Ir. Roelk er pointed to the need for
greater endow ment . Although the endowment has grown from
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$1).'),000 10 S152,000 in te n ~t"ar.- a not he r Sl 00.()Oll is needed .
l'hvsir-a l proper ty -hould be enlarged and pa rtic ularly needed is a
fire proo f library addition . .'\ lecture mom is abo de-ired bUI this
i~ considered of seconda ry Im portance to more librurv .o;pact" . A
rornm iuee has ber-n appointed to dra w up preliminarv plans and
when these ,IT(' avai lable it is hoped that sorne (If our me-mbers will
cont ribute ~(' IH'n lu~ lr,

President Ric ha rd Lebaron Bowen presented his rq)orl. H e said
that rhe Rhode Isla nd H isto rical Sol:"i" ly wa s t he six t h o ldest in t he
Lnited Sta tes and rhat its collection.o; \\l,'"rr of immense value 10 stu­
dents of both h istory a nd .s::-e nea l(l~', H e analy zed t he operating
fieurcs and compared the ~ ea r.;; 1 9J~ and 1950 show i n ,~ the ~ea t

improvement in t hr- Society. In co ncl usion he said, " W hen J ohn
Xicholas BrO\\n in ~I a ~ , 19-t1. offe red the J ohn Bro wn House to
the Socictv, man~ of the members and some of the offiren; bel ieved
tha t rhe l::ih sho u ld no t be accepted . be ca use of the -u b- rantiallv
la rger expenditures involved.

" W illiam G . Roelker who had bee n appointed Lib ra ria n on
X ovr-mbcr I , I !HO, foresaw a large r So<"it'ty, w h ich would give greater
scrvit-e to the p ubl ic. H e believed that the acq u isition of the John
Brown H UIISl ' , 0 ]](' of the mos t no ta b le IHth rcm ur v houses in
Am er ica . would do m uch to incn-..ISl· the prestige o f the Societ y and
would attract man y new members. H is con fidence tha t he co uld
raiSt· the addit ion.1I m()J1(~y for the larg'cr pro je ct o\erca nll'" the o p po­
~i l ion. :\t a specia l rnf'eting- hrld 9 DC("f'mber 1941 the Soci ('(~'

\oled to <1('("cpl ~ Ir. Brown's l::rnero us ,gift .
" John Brown Ho use was officia lly opened .1.0; thl" hom" of the

Rhode Isla nd H i.o;torica l Socit"t~ in J u ly, 19-t2. Thi~ i~ the tenth
~ ('<l r of ~ Ir . Rorlker ' ~ directo rsh ip o f Ihe Socif' ty. In Ihat period
nll'"mben;hip has inur;(."l.·d from 3~12 to 1-t12 a nd Ihe opt"ratin~

infll rne from SO,iOn to 825.000 and. perhap!i br st of al l. Ihe Sociely
" pI.'Ta lcd in t hl' past year wit h a ba lann'd budget : Illan y "Iher~ arc
l,,~ing $ 100(J a mon lh ."

~Ir . Godffl'y B. S imond~. Chairm an , pre:<en tcd tl1l' It'"po rt of t h l~

:-.Jf>llIina linj.;' C lIlllm iltl't' for offi r l.'T~ a nd ('orn m ittc{' rnl' ITl !ll'rs. Thef(~

Iwin.1::' no f o untt' r llominatiun s th l' Sl'(fl'ta ry was inslru rI "t! 10 cast
(J ill' ha llOl for th,' sla le a s p rcSl'nt n l. This. according-Iy \\ as done
a nd thl' ~ Iatf' was deflared elcc h 'd to Sl'rn" un li l thf' Ill'x t annua l
nU'"etin~ or un li l t he ir SllCCt'!'o."Ors arc chm,en..
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~[ r . Ad d iso n I~. M unroe then presented the follo wing Resolurion :

RESOLl)T IO~

RI CHARD LEB.-\ ROS 80,," £ :-': is. to-nil::hl. wtirinc: a~ I' re- ident
of the R hode Isla nd Hi storical Sot·i.' IY, afu-r filling that offin' Iaithfu llv
and cffivicrulv.
nu r in~ h i,,' t e r ll1~ of offin' t in- SOClt't\' h av derived ~n'a t bencfir [ rom

hi, ,-,)\('(·l i...nt j udgment and exec uti ve ;ll;ilit y: his adll1 ill i' l ra ti.OI~ has.bet'll
o uts tanding. no t o nly in an exr-cutivt- way. but a l,o as a dist ing uished
author a nd h i_torian. rea lizing- tha t "The root, of th... Ilff" t'llt lie de...1'
in the pact," tIC'" has gi"'t'"n frt't·ly of h i, time. tah-nt and Iahor to thr-
Society a nd to the commun jtv at l a~t·. . .

T he publication of the l nd.·,( to ,h .. r;arh· ColOnial R~co~d$ of th ..
T o;!,,, of Proridence under the -pou-orchip and av a publ~catlon of t~ t·
Rhod e Ivla nd His torical Societv iv, in it ...·I!. an oU"landll1ll: memorial
to his admini-tration. and th, · · financing of the s.J,1I1t' hy rlu- Cil\ of
Providence i~ a tribute to hi, diplornatichandlinz of the matter. ~o\\

therefore !It. it
RESO I.\"EIJ - That the Rhod e ldand Hi storical SoC'i.·ty. in a nnual

meeting aswmbk-d. herebv officially exn-nd, ib thank. ~lIld appr..eiati.~n
[0 i t ~ n·tirill~ Provident. Richard Lr-Barou Rowen. for hi-, ..l.lelcade r-hip
a nd b0JX'~ to continue to la- tilt' hc'Il~'ficia ry of his -ound judglllelll and
advice a' t lu- fc'a l' roll OIl. And b... II fur the r

RESOI.VEl l - That a copy of t h i~ pre-amble a nd n·" ,lutioll ht, pn"
-eutcd to ~1 r. Rm H ' lI a-, a slight tok en tlf our estee-m a nd rq;;;: ;lrd .

The resolution wax seconded and pa ssed unanimo usly.
~I rs . Charks .-\ . Gale Ihen pn~'nted Ihe follow ill l,! Resolutio n

whic h wa s Sl'conded a nd un a n imo usly pas-sed :

RESOL\'FJ) : T ha t thl' thanks of till'" Society !It. ")\I('nd,'d to ~Ir_ ,

Ho ward J ohn~"n (;n't'!le. chairman of tht' Ent.erl.linlllf:m Cnll1l1liltt'e".
{or hl' r work in fOllllt"£tion with Ih." k ('lurf"". whlt ·h 1"I11ltrthuIt'"d ,,-, much
10 tI ... I'njoyll1("nt of thO"C' atwndinl:: Ihl' ml..·tinl::~ .

~ Ir. " ·eHco tc H . Chb<'broll~h, t he newly d ect t'd !'rrsident of
thl' Socict\, mark a few re ma rks in which he exprt'!'o."l·d h is p!e;t.o; u re
in t he hO~llr that had hl'l'n cOllfl'rn· d upo n him . a nd stated t hat he
loo kl'd fo rwa rd to anot her sIllTes...~f u ! ~ t'a r.

There bei n.s::- ll O furt her hll ~ i lln..~ to hI' tr a m a Ch'u lilt'" nwetin g­

a d ju urned. Co!f n ' \\a~ ~ef\-cd.

Rcsp" ctfu lly subm itted.

~ 1. R ." :'\" ()O I.1'1t FI..UHF.1t

Seaetary
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