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T .• BLE OF CO STESTS

lakrn (rain th .. GaJp,,­

(n 'prod un 'd un fronl ("Owr )

O n ,'lu.e1ul 20,18'J5,th.. Sar i..t), ,u ..iv..d fro", M r. Davi d Fi, hn of Kal"ma:oo,
M i,hixa n , ,, Jilvn wi" r .eobl.." "'hi,h A b, ah" m W hi ppl.., Ihe rNoxni:...d I..,,,h,
of th .. n ' ''I'f.f. ",p..rlil;on . "",k f""" Ihr fI,i ti,}, veJJe/ on Ih .. ",,, ,n;nl: of l u.u
10,1772.

T h.. gobl..t is four indo tal/ , t'l 'O in,.}, .., in diam ..tn tit Ih r tap. 114'0 all" th,er­
"; flhlhl in,h ... in dim" ..tn {(I th .. font , with hol/o,,' lInn, and bou'l 0"" 'Ind flV"­
LiflhthJ in ,ho d....p. T h..... iJ a fin.. Ji. od roon around Ihe btl". Th .. inuripl ion
"od., ··e tlpt u , ,,1 b)' (;0"' . W hl ppl.. of n, I , from IhL Bril i,h Sloop GOlp,,- , lun ..
17th [II IC ] /772 ."

h\ Sl'~\" B. Fa"" I.I" ·

T HE TWO IIl'XIJREDTH ...."IWR,.; .... R't' of the building of a ligfu­
hOLL"t' at Beavertai l. j ame-town . R hod e bland . should not pa:'.<.
unnoticed, This ligh thou:-t' i" the third to be erected on the At la nt ic
coast. and it.. sub-cquent hi"tor~ make, it worthy of record..-\n
eminent architect planned it" tower ; the angered British part ially
des t royed the building ;\" t ht"~ departed Irom Xewport in li8D: an
impoverished colony' made no drla~ in rcpairinc it: an alert Xew­
po rter supplied it.. SIlC("~'o()r with l:'a". the first time such fuel was
used in a lighthouse . T ime left it~ "I'll proportioned fou ndation
unnoticed for ~t'''ln., but a violent hurricane brouzbt it to view again.

As early as 171~ th e Prop rietor- rerordc of the town of j arnestown
record a vote "to sen a wanh and build a beacon." It wa~ "voted
th at J oh n Hull gra nt a war rant to CCP.'hom Rer ninzt un to warn
the Indian to build a beacon as <,(X lIl a" possible." It was further
ordered "T hat J ohn lIull gra m forth a wa rrant to Bened ict Arnold
to look after the watch an d :-t." tha I it i, fa ithfully kep t , and if :my
per-;<m or per<,on!' ..hould Ilf',gkn his d uty you a rc her eby ord ered to

make compla int unto t hr- W;lf(k n, tha t ttH· ~ ma y hi' de alt withal. It
is further ordered that a llY th at shallucelcct hi" wa tching- or warninJ::'
shal l pa y three shillings for his ddl·«(. It is ordered tha t Gershom
Remington warn the Indian ma n to build a bear-on at Beavertail and
to come to J ohn Hull's hou "" for hi" din-c tions wh ere and how to
ma ke it. "

O nl' ( ' ,111 picture them gatlwr ill,l.:' rlu- (Off} husks and tying them
into bea cons and then t ran>r"ing the rough fields to J oh n H ull' s house.
tr embling a littl e lest they han' ln'cn d,,{nti;'t' ami must pa y the three
shillin gs forfeiture.

• M i" f ra nklin, Ph,D. , il l') 11 ~L, .... r, IS'l i . h....... rino·n ",any ar tieks for d,lssi("al
J->uhlic" tiom cr, ......11 "s" "u1l1h.... of hi_ln rir.ol .Il t irks.
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BEAVERTAIL LImIT, 1748
Dr ta il of a drawin~ ma de fo r th., P rovid"n et'
:-'lari",' Society's n"rlilicat'" of membership

-

bita nts of th e Colony. and the Affair matunlv considered. N,' it
Enacted bv this . IHe;llbly . .. T hat Ca pt. Sim~n Pease . [onath an
Xichols, I ':~ : Ca pt. joseph ll arrison, M r. Abel Franklin, j osiah
Arnold, and C l 'OYj,!, l ' BrOIt'II, l .sq rs. be. and they. or the m ajor Part
of th em . are hcrcb v r-nnstitutcd a Comm itt ee, to hu ild a Light House
OI l Bearer Tail, in the Island of [amestou:n, alias Conannicut ..."

In .1Plan of the Toren and H arbo ur of Xpu:/wr/ on R hode Islan d .
d rawn bv Peter H arri.......m in I i ;-15. now in the Publ ic Record.... Office
in J,ond{"1l the light ho use is po rt ra yed on the sout he rlv end or j ames­
tow n. Ca rl Bridenb augh in Peter IIarrison, Firs/ . 1merican . 1rchitect
includes this description of the tow er by a Dr. William Douglass . a
friend of j oseph H arrison . brother of Peter : "T he Diameter at the
Base is 24 Feet, and at th e T op 13 Feet. The Heigh t from the Ground
to the Top of the Cornice is 58 Fr-et , round which is a Gallery. a nd
withi n that stands the Lanrhum. which is I I Fc{'\ h igh. and R Feet
Diameter." Bride nbaug h further notes tha t this building was of
timber and burned j uly 22. liSJ. on ly three days after the C Cll era l
T reasurer paid the H arr isons. j oseph and Pete r , for the paint used
Ull the buildi ng .

In Aug usr of the samr- yea r provision was made for the erection of
a more substantia l building for which the stone:" an d br ick from Fort
George Oil Goat Island should be used. Considerab le time elapsed
bcfon- ad di t ional land could he acquired and the new structure

In 1740 th e Colon y ord ered a ligh thouse to 1)(' placed at Beaverta il,
and 011 june 16. 1744 , it wa s "von-d and resolved th at Thomas Carr
pm clIn" it good stock IO('k* and key for t he wa tc h house at Beavertail
pint a nd put same well upon th e sout h door. and prepare a good bolt
for th e north doo r to holt Oil t he im ide, and also that Thomas Ca rr
pro vide it suita ble !-\"Ull o r sm all a rm for t he usc o f th e town , and to
deposit th e same in th e wa tc-h home , and 10 be paid ou t of the town
tr easury."

In th e .-\ rt s of the Ge neral .\ sscm bly in February. 1749, is the
following : -.... .-\nd nnw it general Peace being- establ ished. th ere
appean a.... great a ;\'t'Ce........ ity of a Light- House a>: C\Tr. sevr-rnl :'oI L,­
fort unes having Yer~ la tely ha ppened for wa nt then-of : Wh it'h T hin g:"
bein g reprt~ ....cmcd by Illany Gen tlem en. Xlerchants, and others, Inha-

· Acco rd ing to \ ....ph,u·r·' ,\'~'" Jnla n" l ;or" ,1 D iction,,, )' a 'lo{'k lol'k ;,,, "]O<'k
;ndm"d in a ....oodl"n co,,,' and a tta{·h(·d to til<' fan' of " door:'

1l1::.\ n: J.t TA I L LIG HT
l".fon· thl' l ':US hun;c",w
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bu ilt . There is a wr-ll-fuu nded tradition that in the intcrv cnine period
Abel Franklin. the Iirct lic ht hou-c keeper, waved -ome kind of
warning ligh t .

I'hot"'l r~p" Ir,- J- \1 W . ' ".,n

fO U:--;IHTIO;'; OF HIE BF..\\' F.RT .-\IL i.earr
DF.SIG~ED BY PETF.R II ,\RR I SO~

h,oulII:hl into \.j .... h, Ih .. h"rTiran .. of l'l:IS

It ha s not been generally kllfm n t hat there exists a pictu re !ihowin!.':
H arr ison's second liJ::h t hou!<C in the distant background . However,
a sketch showing l)'L..ta inJ.:: Iorci nu th e pas.sage oct wren Xewpon
and Conanicut on AlI~lI!'t B, li78, \\a!' dra wn hy O zaune. an arrisr
in D'E...taing's 11('11 . Thi... drawin g, O llt' of ...ix in the Lo uvre. wa !i
discovered h v Dr. Wal do Leland , <I nu-mbe r of the ~Ia lf of Carnegie
Institution o'f \\'a !'h ill ~ton. W a"hin,gton. D. C .. and puh] .hcd h~
them in S ews Sen-ice Bulletin, julv , E UJ , The Harris on Iighthou-«­
appear... in sma ll outline' at the !'o lltlwrn point of COnal1irll L

In d ue cou r:<e o( time David ~ Idvillt' (If ~('wport , th ell ex pe rimen t­
ing- in the u.<.(' o r 10:<11' for illum inatio n, co nt radcd wi th till' .go \"('rn menl
to build a goa!' how>c and a ppa ra t u" ror ligh tin J.: the lillll erll , and t he
apparatus was insta lled in 18 17. rrohahl ~ this wa" th, ' fiN 11<.('" of

this fuel for illum inat ing a lieh thouse. For a record ~I cl\" i lle kept
a log hook, and o n nnt" occasion he -rates, "Fo und thr- ligh t o u t at

da~light. t he k( ' ~ hav ine bee n turned during t in- night, su pposed by
ttll' mason's hlJ ~ ~ \\ho are \\ (lrking IIIl t he- keeper's huu.....· and lodge
in the I. iglll h()u~l". Ohl ign l t hem to q uit t he li,dll hou:<t' and find
rnht-r lod ging1o in ('(>lI~(:q lJ ('JHT of ~1ll" ki J1g d,ga rs i ll till ' lij.{h t house,
andca nlessness \\ ith their lamp rndangt'f in.c; its sa letv."

T o q uoi t" from \rilliam Gilma n 1.0\\ ·s a rticle. " :\ Short Hi story of
Bt';\Hf T ail Light , Co nanic ut. R hod e l-land ." in t lu- Huiletin of the
j;mlf'!-tO\\I1 Hist or ical Societv. =7. ;\ 1I~lI!-t . I ~J6 : " In ]B2~ a bell
hon-e wa!- built nea r t he base of th e tower a nd a roJ.: la -ll esta blishcd.
In 185 1 an air fol.! whi-tle a nd .10 air trumpet or ree-d hom was
experimental ly installed, the ai r com prt'!<..'''or being operated hy a hoN" ;
then six vcars la ter a steam fol.! whi!itle wa!' plated in operation. This
last it i!- claimed \\a!i first use d at Beave-r T a il.

" T he exi !itin~ Beave r T a il l.i~hth(lll :-l' tow n wa!i built in 1862.
II i!i co nst ructed (,f gra nite. with a ~lIare tower. The upper half
of th e towe r i!' paint ed wh ite and tfu- ad jaccm Imil d ing!i an' likewise
wh ite: '

I II t he hurric ane-of Sep u-mber. ]lUH. a mi .ghty tidal wave destroyed
the building wlu-re the Ioghom W;\!i located and hrnuuht int o virw
Ihc' fine pro po rtion- of the oriJ.:" ina l lil.':h thou:-.<: fou ndation d e-igned
h~ Peter Harris on.

For t\\O hundred ~('a", Indians. Icrrv mcn. farmers . and fai thful
keepers, han ' w at r hed the -eas, the ragin!.': storms, t he hm\ ling gales :
have tended li~ ht!i in !intlw and sleet ; have sounded for d rea rv hOUTS
on a stretch the waili ng horn . wh en in !'IlOW and f0l.': the Bren ton
Light !-hm\l'd them no t in y eleam. For them all. from .-\ hc·1 Franklin ,
the first kee per. to C a ptai n :\I amlr'n; an d Edw ard A. Donahue of
I"('(TIIt dav-. -earm-n on sl ilinc: chips and stea mers, 0 11 wa rships an d
de!ilro~(' P.'. on tanker" and har,c:e.., shou ld wa\'e a "a lutc' in gra titu de .
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IIISTORY OF C.\ST LE HILL LIGII T STAT/OX
XE\\" I'O RT, RHOD E ISLA XD

Compiled by Ih .. Unit"d St"t,·, Coa,1 Guard
from data ill th,· Xarional Archives

CO"C;RESS first appropriated SIO.DOO under an A ct of M arch 3,
1875 making a ppropriations for sund rv civil t"x pcn~s. "for a fog­
signal at Castle Hill , ent ra nce to Newport. Rhode bland : ' T his was
followed on Augmt -l, 1886 by an a ppro priation of $10,000 "for a
light house and fog signal a t Castle H ill. R . I. " and this was augmented
by an a pprop riation of .~:;,ono "in addi tion to above amoun t for
lighthous e et c. at Castle Hill" on Xlnn-h 30,1 HB8 and another .$.i,OOO
" ill addition to sum already appropria ted for lighthouse at Castle
H ill, R. I. " 011 M arch 2, 18H~l. T he lighthouse was establis hed in
iaso.

..\ s early as 1869 the annual report of the Lighthouse Boa rd had
indicated that ap plicat ions had ber-n made at va rious times in the
pa~l. an d ren t-wed th at yea r. for a lighthouS(' and fog ~igna l on Cas tle
Hill to guide vessels, especially in thick and foggy weat her. into
Xewport H arbor and Xa rragansett Bay, Af ter a careful examination.
the Board had recommended in that year that an efficient fog
signal be authorized for this point. An r-s riman- for such a fo,g ~igllal.

includi ng the cost of land. was submitted. In the following year, no
an ion having been taken in the meanw hile by Congress, the request
was repe ated and a sum of ~ 18.000. the amount prcvious.lv estima ted
and submitted, was again requested.

In 18 71 th e rcport sta ted that th e application for a fog signal on
Castle Hill was not being re-newed "in view of the pro posed erection
of a steam syrell signal at Beaver T ail Light Station: distant on ly
a bout two mi les,"

In 1875 it was reported tha t an appropriation of $10,000 had ber-n
included in the Sund ry Civi l Expen ses .-\ et of .\ lan:h 3. 187.::;. hut
tha t "the purchase has not heen cons um mated, as the ow ners of the
propert y where it is proposed to erec-t the signal haw. within the past
year, erected spacious mansions for sum mer residences. and arc
opposed to the erection of a signal on their land. whirh mus t, of
ncccssity. be at th eir \Try doors. and in t heir opinion would deprcr-iau­
the value of their property.' .\"0 propn site, it seemed. cou ld be
proc ured in thc loca lity exccpt by condemnation and even in this r-ase

10:1
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the valuation of the land would undoubtedly h!.' far be-y ond the
sum appropriated for the fo.~ signal. ;\0 other site could he occupied
to th e same advan tage. "There an- no positions Oil eit her side of
Castle Hill. scnwa rd O f landwar d. suit abl e for suc h a fll~ ."ignal. and
a M"!t" t ion could on ly be m ade of positions on t he opposi te shore.
whic-h would not answer th e pur pose." The Board still felt th at a
f(J~ sig-na l was \'Cry m uch ne eded at th is po int . however, In 18i 7
a proposed automa tic bu oy. g-i \"i nl.:' In-qucn t blasts of a whistle in
the cha nne l ofT this point . was ron-idercd of do ubtful value lx-cause
of the shel te-red character of the position . A!' no pro~'r site could be
obtained. the SIO.OOO appropria ted in 18i 5 was arcordingtv allo wed
10 "lapse bad, 10 the Treasury.'

On .\ ugmt 4. 188ti, the same amount ($ IOJ IOO) wa~ a ppropriated
to establish both a light house and a fo~ signal. provid ed that a site
he obta ined " wit hout ('xpen!'t" to the Oovemment." Su ch an agree­
ment was found to be im practicable with the amount of funds
(.~ I O.OOO ) in hand , and on ~I a rc h 30. 1888 an add itiona l appro­
pr iat ion of $:\O()() wa s made. It was. however. still found impossible
to build a l i gh t h fl ll ~(' and fug ~ igna l Ior the amounts appropria ted.
Therefore, in it ~ 1!l1l8 annual report . thr- Lighthouse Board recorn­
mended that the cond it ion that the ~ i lt· he obtained "without expeme
10 the Govemmem" be eliminated from the appropr iat ion act . " I I
i~ belie ved that ~1H" h (a suira hk- !>i te ) ca n be obtained," the report
continues. "and that propt'T st ructu re- can be erected for the amount
a lrea dy a ppropria ted. if it ca n be made available wit hin the condition
"hi<h now prt"H·nt~ action in the ma tter." .-\ nev. S1:"'.llOO a ppro­
pria tion. omittin~ the und~irablt" condition . wa~ accordin~ly pa."..<.ed
O f1(.he r 19. 1888.

In 1889 the Board reported " St'par;Ut' ~it~ for thf' li.ghthou!'('" and
d " l'IlinK \\ere obta inn l without ("( lIld ition and v.ithout expense to
1ht' GO\e mnH'lll . The~ ~truetures \\ ill he bui lt t hi~ !<a~1Il ....'

T he Board n 'purted th(~ w m plet ion of th e sta tio n in 1890. T he
~i t c for the lighlhou!ot, and fog !oigna l had het'll dt 't"dt'd ror $1 to tht '
(; lIn'rnmellt on JlllH' 10. 188 7 hy Ale xander .\ ga !o., i/,. th l" famou~

profc.".."O r of Z(lolo.L: ~ at H an-ani l- l1 i \Tr~ i ty .

"To han ' and to hold the loamt· to ti l<' !o<lid C . S, of .\ nwrica for
th (' U!o('!o and pllrpo~'!o a for~id on l ~ (i, I ', ' ror Iht" pu rpu~ ' or h;l\-ing a
Li,,-:ht lI o Ll~' anti foe; ~i~a l ~I ation ("ft"(l l·d then'on afTord in,c; to plan!o

made and al: Tt't'd upon by the part ies hen-to' I . hu t with out anv
rie;h t-of-wa~ then-to exccpt \\ h(,,11 the same i:< not acccc-ibk- b~ wain
;1I1d thic ~ralll i~ upon the furt her condition t ha t the -aid Lie;ht H o use
and fog siznal station shal l he crm- trur ted upnn the pl.ms, a nd speci­
firnrions agreed upo n by and 1)('I \\ t"\'n the Lig-hl lI (jll ~t~ Board or
the U. S. and lh i!> gra ntor and aruu-xr-d hereto, whic-h Ligh t House
and Fo.g Sig-na l Sta tion shal l nol hI' her r-alter ehall~t'd bUI with t he
conse nt of Ihl' s aid grantor or lho!ol-' whtl may han' hi-, t'!ol al e at Casrh­
Hill.,.

when proptllo..ll, were opened Oil October :!O, IHHi , it had be-en
found that vt r. Will . T . W ilhur of Newport . R. I.. was the lowest
bidder ( S8,tiOO , hut th is bid wa~ cou pled with the r ondinon that

he should be allo\\cd ri i,::ht-of-wa~ for men and materials "OH r the
mos t accessible route in the vicinity of the proposed site.' This condi ­
dition was refused h~ Professor .\c:-al'o." il , wh o wrote on ~ I a~ 22. 1888
til the Enginee-rof t he Third Light H ouse District :

" It is impoe-ibk- for me to make any furt her omcc-sions in the
matter of the liuht house . Wh al with one thing and another I sta nd
an excellent ~huw of hayi ng my plan' ruined and no hody to foot
lht" hill. I mu st !l OW protect mvsr-lf a t a ll hazards. J haw sign ed a
deed to the U. S. on th e only tenus which 1 will a .gn 't' 10 a nd if the
Governme nt ca nnot carr y out its pa rt of the prog ramme I shall ta ke
the necessar v "tqls 10 re-enter the lan d . I don't Iccl called u pon
in an y way either 10 he gu ided by thr- interest of navigation or of th e
public to ruin a place upon which I han' spent a gn',lt deal of mo ney,
tht' more ~ a" I floel a nd han' alwa ~ !o relt that had tht' Light Hom.e
Board met my objt,('t ions tht:"re would han bt'en no net·d of a light
0 11 Castle Hill ,lI1d Ihe tramft:"r u r Ihr " rru tons' Rt'd l.i ll:ht Ship to a
!olra ight rangr \\it h Ro!oe hland \\ ould ha\-e gi\ cll all the po.".."ihlc
'afrly Ilt"t,(lt-d for liI' !ohort a run."

\I eanwh ik an offe r made on Jul y ~i . Was by the Old Colony
Stea mboat Co mpa ny, to rontran for Ih (" bu ildin 1-': of tilt' proptN'd
lightho ll!ol-' all t! fn~ ~ i.c;lla l ror tlH' sum or $U,G()(), \\'a~ dul y ("( )Jl ~ i d (" r("d

hy the Board . Th is was to Ill" a ll ('n lird y di fferent !oil!', T ht, propos,a!.
hm\e\'er. wa" tUrJlt"d down a!o hcill ~ n .ntrary to Gm t'mnwn t poli c ~

" 10 ha \ 'Cp uhlir work!' erect ed h~ pri\'a le part it-~ at th t'i r Hl!ol ill \\ hole
or in pa n .' ·



T he fog bell was discontinued November 10, 1891 and the bell
and apparatus removed . Apparently the fog bell was discontinued
in accordance with an under-tanding with Professor Agas~i7.. T he
fog bell was reinsta lled Feb ruary 27. 1896, the new 11<'11 weig-hing
2400 lbs. "A more effic-ient fug signal was found to he ncrcssarv."
the Boa rd reported,

On [Jccrru her 'i, 1R96 Professor Agassiz wrote the chairman of
the Light Home Board :

" Rderring to the sta tement" I made to M r. Lamv and expressed
by him in hi.... leit er to Col. Ludlow that the I.ighl House Board had
not treated me fairly in the matter of the Bell a t the Castle H ill
Light House and had not kept their agreement with me, I beg to refer
the Board to the correspondence which passed between Xlajor Heap
and m yself at the time the question of a Lighthouse on Castle H ill
first came up. This correspondence plainly ;.how~ the runditions
under whic h I w as ind uced to deed land In the U. S. for a Lig ht
B OllS(' on Castle Hill. For making my aureemcnt with the official
reprcscmaiivcs of the Light House Boa rd . I had nothing to guide me
or to hint to me that any agreements I should make wou ld not 1)('
respected hereafter; nor that it would be neces,~ary for me 10 p rotect
my-elf in a manner dilTering- from that which I shou ld pUf-"ue in
making similar agreemen ts e-lsewhere. Xor was I informed that there
wert' statutes emanating from Congre....~ in existence then whic h wou ld
ma ke any agreement made void on the part of t he Light H ouse
Board..,

In anot her letter to the Board of the same da te I'mfr-ssor .-\ ,gas.~iz

stated, " this orr urrcnrr- need no t have happened had I been notified
hy the proper aut horities that it would be m:n·s,q ry for the officers of
the Board to erect guy!' on my property to replace till:" liuht on the
Castle lI ill Light Home.. .. :\ fr. Lame's report is not correct in statin,g
that he pu t up 'a guy ': he pu t up four ( 4) the measurements of which
I have. some of wh ich were fully .'iU feet away front the right of way
or fro m the boundary of the U. S, lot an d on I WO sides of it. ~()r did
he u~e th e words he q uotes whr-n he t h reaten ed me wit h military
interference. Nor did I have a pleasa nt talk with him for abou t ~O

minutes after cooling oIT. This isof no im portancc except to ,~hflw that
Xl r. l .am v's encroachment wa-, deli berate and that he took no pa ins
whatever to rommunicau- with hi~ superior nfficers after mv 1'11111-
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By November 23, 1888 th e Enginet'r of the T hird Ligh t Hou-«­
District had, therefore, "hecn di rected to confer with the owner. and
asce rtain Irnm him the term s on which he would sell to the U. S.
the land nece~-"ary for a site for this station, and in case he I'duses
to sell. ur asks an excessive price for the land. or insists upon conditions
which are inadmissa ble. then to reco mmend that the ntTe~;;ary ....teps
be taken to obtain title by proceedings in condemnation:'

CASTLE HILL LIC H T, :\-f, W POR'J
""trant'" 10 Karra'!"an,,.n Ha y

O n \I ay 20. 18W) the land for the lighth ouse was deeded to the
U . S. by Pr ofessor Aga~~ i z "without condition and without npeme
to the Oovcrnment." II consisted of .198 ac-res.

T he station, whr-n erected in 1889-90, consisted of a srnafl granite
town (aho ut 2:1 (crt above land ) loca ted d o....e to the she rr- and con­
ta ining the liaht and fog: bell. T he keeper's d welling was on a separate
site nearby and was a "commodious structure of six room .... wit h sum­
me r kitchen attached." .-\ small p ile wharf with boat-house attached
was bu ilt for the use of the Keep er . Thelight was first shown on .\Iay
I. IB90,
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If readers know of a nv ot her former or t'xi"tinl::: rove-red bridgN' in
R hod e Island . the S()('iny for the sali.<' of historical rcrord wou ld
like 10 know of them .

• • •
.-\mong recr-nt ,gift!> to rhc StKiet~ is a ounmunion set. (J1\(t' owned

b~ t he Lil x-rt v Bapri-t Chu rch in Exete r, Iormcrlv .u Tripp- Corner.
T he "1'1. comi"tin!::" of a Oa,gon, It'll illt h plate. and communion cu p,
\\ as made b~ \\" illi.l m Calder, l' rov idr-mc JlI'wlner. w ho lived fro m
1792 to 1856. Accord ing to GuidI' to Ch /IT( h , .ital Statistic R ecords
of R hodl' I sland Hist or ical Rerord- , Surwy, Worb l' ro jer r Adm in­
istrauon. 1942 ) the Libcrtv Bapti...t Churr h was founded in IR29.
The communion ~·t apPC'an- 10 have lx-en made at about that ",lml'
time,

In work ing on the Iht~i1- which IU' pre-cured [or hi" doctora te at
H a rva rd . \I r. Ea rl C. Tan ner had ocr-a ...ion 10 11"(" the Custom H OIl"("
Pape rs in our librarv. The"'C' had IlI'Hr been placed in order, clas..ified.
or ca ta loged. Throu gh Xlr. Tanner's dTort,'" IhC1-C hav r- Itt·t·n logica lly
a rranged and subsequent users of the IlIlIlk.... will profit by \ 11.
Ta nner's labors. The Sociel~ is urnu-ful to him .

• • •
.-\ n incn'a~int:: nu mber of zroup- make-, arranacmcnts 10 have a

cuidcd tour of J ohn 8 ro\" l Hou v -. The st;IIT i:< alwavs wil lina to

do t his a nd appreciates Ihe fan that "pon~lr:< of the-e tours ma ke
arrallll:emcnts in ;Hh;lIHT. The' an-h itt'l l ura l de tail of John Brow n
Homo(' i ~ of Hltlir iell l in l<' II·"t 10 I·ntn ta in t'\Tn IhtN' who arl' nOI
t'nt hu :< i a ~t i c abo ut (,Id hOII.'(·s. It i,,,, a l\\ a\'s mOil' ~a ti~faetnr~ if
!::"roll p:< \'ic\\ ing Ihe homt' a n ' lint mort' Ihan fiftl't'll or I\\'('nt \' in
numbe r.

Be~idn t I\l' {lrgani/atio!lS I h a l reg ula rly Ill('t' l a t J I ,hn fi n 0" 11 Houst'
an d the grou p" \\ ho WtTI' IOlldu([('d o n t ll llr~ of 11](' house. t he
follo\l inc- organiza tion" nwt a l t ht· SOI-iet~'s headq ua rtt 'r" d urin g Ih l'
pasl ",'a "on: !hl' l' rt '\'id('nn ' Ll'agu l' of \\ ' 0I1H'11 VOIl"(" n il J a n u ar ~

I I . t he I' rm 'idclll'(' C(lll llt ~ Cardell ( :Iuh 011 J a nuary I I . Ihl' Rl'\·il'w
( :Iub on J anua ry 13 and Fd ll"l la ry If I. the 1" 1 t! ('I" ~ and Porcela in
Club Oil Fe'hruary ~ 1. thl' Colunia l ])a l11('s ti ll " an h Li. the \l ay­
!lower Suden lin .\1 an h 3 1, t ill' .\ IOlllH \ "nrIon I,ad ies ;\"sol-i;ltio/l
011 .-\ pril 13, th e Rh odl ' bla nd SimnlOllS C luh 0 11 .\ pl'il ~I i, and thl'
R h(llk bland Blltt oll Club 011 J UIll' IIi. c, 1', ,I.

pla int (If hi" IH·"pa"... in,g. He is nwrel ~ tr~ illl;:' to \\figglt' O lll of a ll
unpleasa nt and ....-rious position hv lr ~ illg 10 make a joke of an unwnr­
ramable imru-ion."

III IWIR a f0l:' bdl SUITn was ....·1 and fitted to dr-fh-r t sound . In
lRll~1 a Ill'W v-t of new mod el fifth order lam p" for k-n... wa" fur nished
Ilw licht "I<i lion and the rolor of the uppn half of the tow er I'hanged
from gra~ I" white.

In the 19.·)0 "Ligh r Li-t , Arlan ric and G ulf CO;I"I" of the L . S."
Castle Hill Li~ht -tation is described a" a conica l eranite tow cr uppa
half \\ hilt' ,·10 kl·t " hon- water and \ 'i~ible for 10 miles. located on
the 1',1,,1 "ide of the entra nce to Xarrarnnsen Hav at 41 2i.i' :"\,
i I :! I .R' W . T he :!:,fl ca ndlepo« er St h order ligh{ fla"hl'!" Red t'\ I'f\
:Hl ....TOIHb for 9 -crnnds. The fo.g bell sounds a group of 2 ..trllkl~
('\c:"r~ :!O ....-rond.... du ring fog.

xEWS XUTES

In July of Ihi" ~('<l r the libr ar v answered an inquire of \I T. Richa rd
S. .\ lIen coni e rn in.ga pict ure of " a mi ll pond a nd mil l. plu s a ra ilroad
trnrk and a co vered wooden rail road hridae over a n inlet into t he
pond: ' "lhc photogra ph was made by Lombard . Search revealed
that the pifl llTt· was of the mi ll of S. an d J . H . Capwell. manufact urers
of shuuh-s in Anthony. Sea rch of Providence direetorie" r('\ eakd
tha t I.ombard wa" a ph oto l:'TOl phn in Pro \" idenfe in IRRO.

In af kno \\ lnlging th e Tt·((· jpt Ilf Iht' infu m la lio n Ihat Ihe' l ihrar~

had gi\t' n \II. .\111'11 , ht· nMdt· t hi.... l'o mnWI1t.•.... this ra ist'" t he
known R hlllk Island cow rn l hr id~C:'5> to Ihe Ilumlx'r of fin '. T her l'
\\"I'IT two known nlnT(,d hig:hwa y hr id g:e.". - one hclw et'll Pn '\'i­
( k IHT a nd Ea"l I' rm -ide lllT lIll \\·a,...h ill!::"toll St. . ~ .\l r. .-\ Ilt"1l d" ubtl .., ...
Ilwall.'" th .. Washington Brid,!::"l '] a lld Iht' :"\arrow R in 'r br idgt' lwar
:\' arragan"e'tt , Th('ll th t'l"e \\ el'l' thnT ra ilroad ( O\ ('f e d bridgn. ­
OIl!' I)('t\\l 'c'n I' ro\" id t'11 1T and East I' ro\'idencr , Ihe one 11 eH>{I ll" Cap­
wd l .\l ill in . \ n l hl) Il~ , ;\lId the ."t ill·nisting Ollt' 0 11 lhe Hamiel Sp ur
lilH' in thl ' Ill'a rt of \\ 'oon "clI'kt,t : '

.\1 1. Roht'l t L. WhlTlt'r of tlll' /'J01 'idrll rr 1(1/1111 111 \\TOlt' abou t
thl' IL ull lc'l spll r lilH' hrid,gl' in Th e' R hnt!r r~I(1/l rin , th l' I' m l'id pl1 ((,
.VllndllY 1111/I7/lI/maga/ illl' of ;\ ug"lIst l ~ , I ~I :J I.

• • •



!~J:J1 ] Fi rst COlI,~' f',~atiOlIllI .....ociet v Pru: lIofdn J I I I

FI RST CO:\C REG X I"IO:\ ;\!. SOCIETY

PEW HOLDERS, 1816

lx 1!llli W illiam W. C hapin, w ho-e genea logica l paJ>l 'r~ an' 1Il

the Rhode Island Historical StKiet~ . com piled biog ra phica l muo­
o n the holders of pt'\H in tfu- Fir!'1 Co ngrega tional Slwiet~ in IHI6.
This was doulnlo,... lilt" fin-t list of pew holders in the new churc h.
wh ich was dn.iglwd and built by the architect. J oh n Hold en Gr('c111'
an d which \\a~ dedicated O ctober ~9. 1816.

The -kctche- are her e pr in ted as rhev were written bv \ I r. Chapin.
wit h no attempt 10 \'tTif~ or correct th em.

8

( 9)

Ed ward C;, rn ngton,.lr. i, l i \ i n~ ( 19 1111 and his dan. An n Ivl"
Ca rring-ton 111. ( I Galll;! lid I , \ II U II l) " ic:ht and 2 her cousin.
Gn l. Willia m .\llIn . ~I i~s ~ br~;u'·lh. · I h\ i ~h l is dau. hy the first
marriam-. Tfu- I"I ', id,'nn ' of Ed wa rd Carrington St·lI. no\, occupied
bv h is grandson . Ed wa rd C;lllint;:ton , i~ on Wi ll i a ll l ~ Sr.. huilt bv
john ( :orl i, and punhav-d hy ~Ir. Carrington in 1812, th.. ~ ("a"r
of his llIa lTia~c "

Samuel Wa rd ( ; m "I\t ', h. j uru- 2L Inl : d. SqJI. 2,18--19: III. ~Ia~"

R hodr-v :'\ i c: h t i ll~ak. h. ~tl\ ' . 18, 1772 : d ..\ p ril 13. 18.G. Their
r hildren \\,'1"(' : Cmherinr ( ; rt" 'IW: .I,)\t'ph ~ . Gn·t'III': wm. Ray
Greene: G' 'Orgt· Sp"n'l'r (~ Tt"' IW . ~ la~ R. ~ightillc:ak was dau .
of Col. .Ioq ·pli ~ight i nC:<I k . Sn' lilt' (~rt"l"n.· Fanulv of Rhodl' "Ia~d ,
lI c' was -on nf Cm , Willia m (;WI'Iil' and a nu-n'haut of high
~(andilll!.

R ichmond Bullo ck. h . Ma r. 19, 1772 : d . j une- l Z. 1849. son of
jabez and Pa tb-ncc Win~or Hulln, k. II i, rhildn-n '. ("1"1 ' : william
r .: j abce : Ha rriet whn III. Ed wa rd PI·.ln,· ; J all le"' Pn kham : J ulia
~I r . HlIllnt-k wav a \ 'T\" pu)'<pno\t~ IIwlIlunt of Providence al~d
on.. of the incorporators (If ttl<" L'niou Ha nk. l it- wav a '>I.·a _(·3ptalll
manv vcars.

Willia m Chunh. h. :'\O L 8 . 1777: d . Ma v 3, I R--1~I; III . Abie a il
M a ura n . Their childre-n wx-re-: ~ Iartha Chunh Ill. .I ;H IJI ·~ \\". Otic :
Xa rhauic l C hurc h Ill, ILlrI i.·t ..\ . Brown : JeN 'ph ~1. Church m.
M a ria I. . ( ;Of>dwin : Ahhv ~ I Chun h Ill. J uel B. Post : Hanna h
Chunh Ill. Xich olas E , 11 :1\\\." d : C I"I!lt"ntifi<" Chu« h III. Ed ward
Po, t. Sel' Ihl' ~1a uran ~kf; ]f ' ri a l. hy Rn . .Iohn C, SIOI'kbridge.

Bl'n jamin Creenl'. Han ' 1101 id,'ntilic 'd hilll. Ther!' are ~~8 Bt'lljamin
G n 't'lI(,<; ill "Th... (~n"t" n.. F;i1 Tl ih of It,hod c' ! _l.lnd" and nn l OIl(' in
th .. D in 'n ary of 182·1. "

Sa muc'! Ik " ll"r. (S.", pt'W Ion ) h. B"'ton , ~Ia" . J uly ;-' , li81 :
d . Fr h . 26. IH62. Il l" ma rried film ti ll1l'o;, Ih tl\l' fiN wife ht' had
~ Llria Sophi a who Ill. Ik nj;lI11in COllen' , and Callwr im' who Ill.
GO\ , Cha rl (·~ J ack ' nll, By th l' third wift· Ill' had Caroline ~1. who
ilL Fra nk f k \ \"1l1f Ilf B l i ~ l ll l , and I", lht, fou l1h ",i f., IJI' had .-\ nh ur
F, a lld :'\ ewton Dc'xtl'r . lit- ",a~ r;olll a f;llu ih- of ~ la l d t'n , ~ Ias~ ..
and not a dl' ~C l' lldan t of (; rt'~nry I), 'xlo "l" of P;u vidl'nce.

( 10) Willi;Jlll WilkilN Hl , h. Killing- ly, C1. J UIW 19, 176(]: Ill. ( I) Chloe
La n wd a lld ( 2 ) ~bn y , l l;!ll. of O / i!'1 Wilkin, oll. H is chi ld re ll
\\'1'1"1' ; Sarah who Ill. Charl c '~ :'\ . T ihh ill s; \, 'illia m I-L who lll_
I larri..t L. Cady; :>:a llq who Ill, .In, i;lh Keell e. ~ra ry , by h is
, en md wife, was lh t' 'c·t'(1I1d \\ if,' of Chari . ', :" . Tihbitt ~ . He kl'pt
a ,c honl and , la u 'r, W;l' a 1l1lhli, lwr ;llId hoo k,dll'r. He wa, Irea s.
urer of lh .. Pnwidenfl' ~ l u t \l ;tl Fir.. InSllr;Illl"l ' Co.

I")

Pa lV>n.lgc· 1)f·W . For an arr ouut of rlu- Parsonao-. ...... ' ·S.l1mwl
Souk-. p.·w ( fiR) " b.-lm, .

Su llivan Dorr, b. lloo. tnn. ~Lt~, . Oc i . ~O. li78: d . ~1 'H . :t 18.jH :
111. O n . J. IBM, Lvdia Alle-n. Il l' wav in Canton. China . 17'IH:
ill Providenr r-, R , I: 180.'"). Their childn-n we-re-: T homa, wtl-on
DOli ( 180.i -18 .'")-1 : .\II.-n Dorr ( 1808-1889) : Anm- _\11m DOlT.
( 18 10-188 1) : Ill. ~ 1 O'\t·, B. lvc- : ~lary Th roop Dorr 1811-18f)~1

m. J udc:t· S;lI11lld Ann-e: Sullivan Do n 1813-1884 : Cnnd... -,·
Cra\\ Iord Dorr ( 18 I i -I88 f1) Ill. Ed wa rd Ca rrington. J r. : 1I,'m \
c . I)OIT, ( l fl20- 189 71 ; ~I r . I )ol r lived at the nnnhc 'a ~t corm-r of
Ik nd i t and BO\""11 Str..vts. in the- n--.;id.'nl"'· built bv him abou t 181 1.
IIOW nwn''d hv ~I ~ . Fra nk .-\. S;tyl. ·~. h is c:n·a t granddauchu-r.

Sanun-l W. Ih iJ:!: ham . b. ~I a v 4, liH : d. Dec. 31. 18-tfl: Luhn "f
~ I r~ . Willialii S. Pallt'n and ;lt lwr rhild ren. Sen 'r al (If hi, d" _n 'ml·
a nt, h:I\"I' lin'd ;lI1d lin' in Ea ,1 Providence. He "a~ t tll' fir_t ~b \ " ,

(If Pmvid" !lCT, from J u n!' 1832. to D ec 31. 18 10, .

Gl inT K;ln,'. h . d . lll . An n Elil a Cla rk. b
O. t. In~l" ~1r,. K;u w wa, da u. of Joh n Inm·, and Lyd ia ( Bowen
C lark, a nd ~ lr" Cbrk wa' da u , of Dr. E ph ra im Bowl'n . ~I r. Clark
was IMrt /llT of ( :01. .Io" v h ~ i~hl il\ g <J 11 ' \ C Llrk & :'\ i ~l ll i fll:: a l' · I , and
IJ,· bu ilt th, ' Ic',i d"/ll c' L,lt ' r Il\' w·d a nd (H ',"upic'd hy \\' illia lll .I ,'nk in'.
hy till' hlllning" of \\ h ich ~lrs . .I l·nk in ~ a nd hn dd' T da uc:ht" f Iml
tlwir li\,"" in IIII~l Col. .Imc'ph ~ig-h ting:ak hu ilt ti ll' .Iohn Carl" 1
IIn l\\lI It", id' 'II'T W'; Il ' till" Cla rk n ·sidn1{T. ~ I l. Cla rk""'lll\' "Ih" 1
d lild who l"t ';HIll'd ma tur ity III, I) r. Robert Harl', of I'hi lad, ']l)h i;l.

Ed wa rd Ca llin~ton , ' Oil of Ln llud Ca rringylll. h. ~c 'w I lavell, ( : t.

:'\,, \". 2. In s : d . 11,"(' , 2:~, Ill-n : m. Lo ra nia I lop pill. ~1 r. C illill l!; '
ton was a I' rorn ilwlll 1lll"1"( ham of Pro\ idclln · during- II HI't " f 11j('
Iirst ha lf of tIl<' ni ll<'lt 'I'nlh \"(· nllln. Ii i, only ('hi ld. Ed Wald Caning" '
lOll, J r. Ill, Ca Il(Ll(" ,· Cr;lwfonl n orr , a_ "li d ;d}('n ' . .\ 'I'll nr
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11 ) Sa mud .\11 11" . h, ( ;roto ll. ~Ll'" J uly 7. 1766 : d . Fl·h , 16. 18 :~O :

Ill .•\ nn Chl'tkky. Tlu-v wr-rr- th t· pa rents of lion . Samuel A n1l's.
J u. titt· of thl' SlIprt 'llll' Court 18:-)6-186 .:;' Samuel Arm-c. Sen . wa~

a IIII'r( h;lI\t and alllon!! thl' old church papt'fs i. a hill of Samuel
.\ lIln fo r tilt' doth \\ ith "hid} tju- ch urch was draped upon the
u!T;I,ion o f III<' Ium-ral o f GI·or~t· Wa-hi ngton.

12 ) Wa [k"1 l l umphn-v. h. j an. 6. li8-1 : d . Au!!. 1·1. 1866 : Ill. ( ll
Sarah, d.ru . "f jouathnn ( ;Iad d ing and had M a rtha who Ill. l .eo n
Chupporin Jr., and ~ I i ,s Sa rah H um ph re-v. lie til. (2) O lin "
Bicknell M au ra n h. Feb . 9. 1i89 : d . j une 28. 18;}6: their dau . Ahhy
~ lauran Humplm-, , Ill. Willia m 1', Lyman,

13 ) .I.11ll1·' Burr. '0Il uf Levi Bu rr. b . 1761: d. FI'b . 19, 1826 : III . ( I)
Deborah KITIlI' and 12) I lannah ( G lad din!!) Field . Debora h A nn
Burr. dau. "f J.lIlll~ , III. j ohn A. Field , grand father of ~IB. lIenr~.-
R. Chan', \I i" \l a~ II . Balch and others.

The 1011lpikr of this IMllI ' r ha s .J pho tograph of thr- hou...· ( now
B.: nd u 51.) of .Iallll'" Burr and a photograph of the- Levi Burr
n-cidr-m-e at ti lt' jura-non of Ik ncfit a nd Xo rt h \la in Sr-. The
latte-r has rnl 'IllI) ' lll't 'n torn down, owing 10 tht' \\ idl'nin,l1: of
:'\o n h Main SI.

(I I ) Wa ltt'r R . I bnfurlh. "On of Joh Danforth. b. Ap ril. I i87 : d . Au~ .

II. 1861 : m. Elizala-rh Ann, d;1U . of J ohn Ca ner. :\ fr . Da nfor th
"a, tua vor of Provid cn o- in 18~) :\ : and "a. at dillcreru time-c.edi tor,
cll' rk of court . colh-ctor uf ClI'tolm. etc. lie had a la fl:l' family ,

( 1:;) J o--"ph Ca d" h. K i ll i l1 ~ l y . CI. l7ii: d . Pro,idl' IlI'I'. 1802 :
a da u. Almir;l. Ill . T ht'l1M' R.\cku~, an d thl'y \''I'f(' t ill' l);Ift 'ut s Hf
S U';l1l R;l(' k \l ~ whu 111. Il r. J , W. C. Ely. \{ r, C<\dy h pt ;1 botd at
Po mfr et, (;1. II" mu\.,.d to G!f\CI" tl'f , R . I. whl'n' hI' was ju'tift'
of tlw I" 'all ' in 18n8. La tn, \fr, C;ldy was ' It'ward of Br(\\\ u
l' u in 'l'. ih ' ;lnd livcd O il GI'nr!!~ St. in a hou,1' th;lt "a~ 'old 10

till' l ' n i\';'"it,- ;Uld lIItl\ I'd to \\'au'flllan SI. :'\0. 9 -1- , an d i, Ilt1W

( 19 1fl) "'TlIl~ j , 'd h~ ~ I r' . E I ~ . \\idow o f J IN 'ph C , Ely. "' >11 " f
!Jr. I. W, C , Ek \ fr, C ad \' sl'r-..-l·d in ti ll' Ci t \" G" n 'rIlllll'llI a ~

('oul;cil llla n all d 'a, ;111 a ld , 'n~lall . .

( 16) .\a mn [ ll''' I)!' I', c!. J uly H. Ill l fl, in hi" :"I -hh yr,: Ill. \t ild rnj
\\ho II. \ 1;1 1. 21. 1fI:1~1. ill 111' 1' 7-1 th H. T hf" had Edwa ld. d . a t
Auhurn, O;lk b ll C" , :\I iI h . in Hnl, i;l hi , 28tb yr.: :\ tar)' An ll \\ ho
d , SqJt. 2li, 1H:n, in Il('r :, (J th yr.. and J oniltha n r. . w ho d . Ik e
26, 188 7, ill hi, Hit h H , ;lI T he HOllJl' for A~('d \ [I'n, Pn w id,·n' ....
In 1798 Aa m n I " " p' :r 0\\ nl'd h;ll f of a h " IJ'~' 1>Il land I.f EII( 'III'11'/'
Thnrnp' nn, \, hl'n' llll' Ind u, tria l T n l, t Compa ny nnw j"

( 17 ) J ason Willia ms, h . W(lt l{h t" " k, (:1. SI'jIt. 8. Ii7 -1 : d . J urn- 0. 1861 ;
Ill. Sarah Ro-e, dau. of j ann-, and Sarah ( COIl~dOIl) ReN ', who
d . ~lar. 3. 1863: ag" RI \ 1"". "lln-i r dau Sarah RtN' Willia m", TIl ,

LI·\\ i" J . Chan', "'111 of J oh n B_ Chacr-, Anothl'r da u . m . H azel
Crouch and their dau . Emilv Crouch. i.. 1I0 W 1916 ) living in her
gra ndfatht'r' n ',id"nn' at lli2 G' '{.rl.!l ' 51. lin !' ~I r. William_ h ad
.1 hoardilll! hou -r- whn,· ' tmlt' nt' bo ardr-d a nd [u- had a plan' o f
hu,int"s on So uth Wa in St . Tht'ft· i_ at the R. I. Hi-t . Societv an
account-book of \ Ir. \\·ill ia m. in which he n-corded the name­
of "'lIIW of hi, boarderv a nd couu- of h i, hu.inl" " ir an-act ion s.

( 18) Ed ward Tavlor. h. Bar n-table . ~b,,, .. A pril II. 17.11: d . n ec 6.
1832 : Ill. ,\ lit:I' D,'" u·r. dau . of Chri_tup llt,. Dexter, of Xon h Provi ­
deuce: h. 17.16: sistt'r of Arne-v I k " II' r \\110 Ill. lcaac Bro wn, ~Ir .

T avlor wac Ii~'inll: on Thollla~ 51. in 182-1 . "ilh hi. mother and
siq-;'r as tenants.- 110- wac son of RO\~ J.lIld and Sarah Gorham I

Tavlor.

( 19) J ohn P. j one-, 2nd. •011 of Thoma.. and E, tl lt' r I Dunn ) j one' , a nd
brother of the wift· of thl' fir'l Eli-ha l Ive-r. In 182-1 hI' wa s a
tin-plait' workr-r and !!auc,t'r a t 22 ~brL. l ·t 51.. with re-idcm-c o n
Bra d ford 51. north of Ah \ d l' , Avr-nur-.

20 ) jarm-, Burr ill. h. Lvnn, ~Ia". \ far. IiH : d. l Ier-. Cr, 1821 : III.

Elizabet h dau . of SIt'plll 'n Raw"')IJ : la ther of lion. J a mes Burr ill
(SI't· pe" 30). and ( ;' 'tl. Ra" " ,n Burrill. H e wa' a t jri-workr-r and
lived a t the -ourh corm-r of L'nton and \\" '~ t lll i ll ' l l' r SIS.

( 2 1) (; ,'{lfl!t· Fn 't'man appt ';lf'l ;1' an a tKliolwer hvinl{ al 22 \la rkl't
St , in 182·1, wi th pla n ' of hu,in'·" ;11 7 :'\on h Wa tn SI., now Canal
St , 111· d . j a n . 30, 182i ; a,l1:" .")1~f' . " Uuri"d with ~la""'ll ic H onors."
St·1' R. I. AlI\el; ca n.

(22) \\' illia m II , A II ,·n. ph~,if ial1 : oflifl' 197 :'\ort h \ Ia in SI . and
residt'llco' 119 :"orlh ~b i n SI. ill 182-1: d i"d IK10: A. B., B. L 1811 :
:\1. n. 1817.

( 2 :~ ) :\ Io' n Ri r han!-o n, "'II of St l'phl'n : h. '\tl lt·hom, \l a"' . I k e
12.177-1; d . Au~ . I I. 18",9 : Ill , I I) I b rr i"t Po nd a nd 12) Eliza

.-\ndrt,\\s. II i, l'h ild n'n \\I'rl' : Aaro n l-l id lMdso n : Soph ia Fid d
Hidl;lrt!-OU: ( 1IH 1-19011) III . .-\ Iwl FI" tl'r : r.1't>r,~e Hirh Jrd,on ;
( Ifll :1,,1 Flfi :~ ) : (hf';l r R il'h;lr c! \llll ( 182!1 -18f11l ) ; an d Albnt . Charll"
;'nd Eli:lalll'lh . I Ie W,I' a jl'\\'I' II 'f . Alii \H ,t sun ' tha t I h;ln' Ihl'
c hi ldl TJI l'orn TI I)',

( 2 :~ ) J o..iah Whit 'lkl·r. h. O r t. 29, 17111l: (1. ~by 8. 18i l : Ill. Pamelia
And n 'w' a nd had : .l a ll ll'~ C , Whita k", h. April 19. 1Fl 17 : d .
187:'1: HI' Ilf~ C. \\ 'Ilita kl'r , b. 18 11l : d . .Iu l ~ :\ 1887; .-\Illd ia .-\ndrt,\\ ,
Wh itak!'r h. .Ia n, 2fi, 182li: d , :\lI~ , 17, 18 D. 11(' \\ a, ;1 dl'aler a nd
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nra nufar um-r of jt'\\{·lry. LlIKY r:;ood. and n>inh -, al :I,'J Clw;lp,id,'
ill 182-l. re-.idinll: o n H.',w\ " I,-n! SL 11(" "3' "Oil of Thomas \rh il ­
a ke-r who III. Rachel (;n'\"n.", 1'.5. Other children wcn-: ~Li n.. Eliza­
beth Wh itaker ( 1822-18"1:,) Ill..\ lIen O . PN"k and Ellen' \bria
Whila kt·, h. 1828 : IivillC" D... . 1916. and othr-rv Sht , du-d 1!119.
Thoma_ whitak er \•.1' of Haver hill, x. II. 11(' d. un I. in hi , i fith
yr. S.'t' the Cn-em' Familv (If Klinck l -la nd .

I n 182-l- Thoma , " "hi t.l ktT «a-, li\-jlll! Oil GN"!!I ' SI. "hefe Iht"

"U" n O . Peck {;lIl1ily' now liw ;1I1d j ociah Whila'k,' l ";, , li\·ill!! PIl

B" Ill·\"nll'n1. Sel' advcrti...-nu-ut nf J o..iah Whi !ak.., in 182-l­
dinTII.ry.

( 2 I ) Samur-l Ar nold . h. \la r. I. 1ii :l: d. Xov. 6. 1!H2: 111. ( I) I' lwlll'.
<tau . of Ca pt. R ich ardjar k-on , .md had Su san ( ; . Ar nol d "ho 111.

l lold cr C hucr- Borde n. and Anna E..\ m old who did n OI 11l;InT.

I I<- lfl . (2) F n T lnv{' So ph ia . dau. of David I. . BaTlH" . and 1)(' 1;1.
( :\j ~ I a rg"a lt ' t dan. of Co l. f) ,lnil'l Lvnsan. In 182'1 hr- ;II'P"'lf, a'
"nranufnc tun-r'": o ffice at 2-, s", water St. an d n ·, i,h·Il(I' .rt 1:13
S n rt h Main St. Il l' W3' inn-re-n-d in 3 di , t i ll l' ~' a nd. l.m-r, in
•1 '·ali"o.printi ng r-tahli-hnmu in thr- v lo-ha ..ur k valb-v. m-ar I IIf'

nUII " r ll ~ Farrorv. In rho in\Tlltury of hi, prol-Jt'rlr I';'W S o. 2l
i- mentioned.

2-1) Ib rius S(""inll<. h. J a n. 311. 1 7~.-t : d . J une 6. 18h9 . l it- \\.1_ a _OIl
of T homas and Elizabeth ( ~ Lt u'ha nl) Se-sion-. and g:rand "'''l of
Ilq llll y-GO\·. l Ia rjuv St'"inn'. T ht' onk li\'in1!; d'·-.<Tnd.llll of
Ila riu, Se<,ion, ( h. I i~l-l ) i, ~Ii" Anna ~1aria S""ion, of Pro\ i­
dl·IlH'. She d . 1919.

26 ) J acohCo llulln,·I1 . J .11:oh ' . f) ;l\ id". Thoma_~ . ~f id l;ld l ) b. I~ ...ton .
IiS-l : d . ~Ia\' 10. 1817 : Ill. ~I .lf\' . d.1U . nf Col, Ih nid and ~I.lr,

( " 'anton) L;·man . T ht,\ "Til ' till" par('n!' of J ;ll"ob I lu nnd l "h~
Ill. A llin ' Dextt 'r I\ro\\ n. dau. of I-aal". an d of T h"m,I' 1.. J)Ulll WI!
\.110 In. 'EliLlhl 't11 fin ..',.. : .11-" n l ~1aT\ ' L \l1I3 11 !>unnl'lI b. IBt19 :
d . ISII-I . and of ~ 1 ;l r g: ar"l I >un nd l "h" 'Ill. Sa muel , , ' , P.Tkh a lll.

27 ) JO'h ua ~bura n . b. ~b r. :\. 17fl2 : d. J a n. I . 1817 : Ill. Ahic:;,il. cl;IU.

IIf 1, ;1 " 'in...'r. T lwir dl ildTl'I\ \"'n' : I n,h ua " h" di d flot 1J1:l rry :
Sudlt' l who Ill. Ahll\' , ,, . " d in ' : P;l\ il'nce " flo Ill. Ibn~ Bu, h :
( )Iiv,' Bickna l1 I,h" '1Il. Chri, toilIH'r S. Rlmd ..,: Ed \l ;lrd ( :. " Ill)
111 . ~tH, \\'.1)0 1'1';111('1': ..\ h lt\ \\ ' ,. who 111. S\'I\'I" tl' r R , " nic ht :
~Llt.:: d ..Llillt' who 1Il. 1.1·\, i, l( id HIlOll d : Sa rah ·R. who Ill . Eth; ;Hd
I). l' t'a rn ·. Sel' lilt' ~l ;lll ra n :\k lllor ia l.

( 28) :\'a lh a n T ingle\'. Forn ll'rh >I n·,idem of Pnw id l'nn ' ;lIld b tl' r (If
:\1'" Ynrk d . C1{;n k , to n, S.' C . .\ p ril fl . 18:12 in hi , 18th y";If. SIT
!'rov. Plwnix.

( 28) :Vla tt hr \\ W,Il '-l ' II. h . Rehoboth. :Vb". ~I.H. 2. liRti : d. S ept.
2:\. 18.-,7 : III. Ahigail Burr Whea ton . dau . (If Seth \\ hea to n. h
Jan. .-,. 1797: d . JUIl<' 21. 1872. T heir children \"T "; Robert W
war-on Ill . •\ hh \ Fi,k,' : :V b n Wa t"" " III. Phi lip A llen Jr. : Sarah
warson Ill. 1', ·It~ lI all. x i-. ' war-on live-d in th,' ro-,idl'I\,'e no"
0\' ned bv ~I i" KI" a (;Tl,,\·t'llor. at It ll' r-orm-r of :\ ng.' 11 and Pro-.
PI'n St,.; huilt h~' r.''i'r{l; '' Ben-on. at om ' riuu- parln"r n f Xicholn­
Brow n .

(29) Willia m Hn well ~ I D , h . ~ta r.8. 17'1 7 : d . Jan . I~ . I!U2 : Ill. Sa rah .
dati. of C;lpl, G, 'o~1' Corliv : vhr- d . .\ pril 2:\. 182,-, : ;lg:t· Ti y'<. Th~'ir

childn-n " " n ' : Elizatx-th HIm e-nnr. Thoma- ;\ l lIO~' and had H a rrie-r
A mor-e who m. Rolx-rt II . I \Ts : Sarah H" I" 'n Ill. '''Ill.S , Skinner :
~1a r i; BOWt'll Ill. Joh n Whip p,,": ,r ill. CI\r1 i, B " " I ' !l Ill. Hyl w I: C l

Olncv: Ha rr u-t 1);)WI' 11 111. COin. Charh- ~ I" n i , . U.S.:". : G I·O!"!!'...
C. U(',wt·n. 1)1'. ,,'ill i;llI l Bowr-n W ;I ' SOil of l Ir. Ephra im Bowen.

P O) j anu- Burr ill J r. h. April T). 1772 : d, Wa,h i ~I g:I(ln , n. C. Ik e.
~ ;; . 1820: Ill, S;dh . dnu. of [onnrha n a nd ~ Inl he ( Rurr) ..Yruold .
T heir children \,;w : ~Lt f\: Eliznb oth Burr ill 111. ( ;('nrge Cuni-.
pa re-nts of r."Orj':: '· ,,' ilJia m and j ame-, Burrill C u rti, : Susan Arnold
Burrill Ill. wm. R . en·t·n.. : EI"a llor Burrillm. ( I ) ,,''''COIIll' Arnold
Bur gc- . <on of lio n. Tj-ivram Bu~I'< . and (2) li on. W:tlt t" r S
Bll~l''' : j;lIm', Arnold Burrill ; Sarah Pcr kiu-, Burr ill m. Wi ll i ;ll~l S
Ft·aring. J OI m," Burr ill Jr. wa- l ·. S, Sena tor from ~lar. 181 1 to
Dec. 2.-,. 1820.

( 31) Samul'1 :"h::htinga],o J r. h . li82 ; d . J uly IS",I : Ill . ( I B u ri"1
R O!.::I'T''i : ( 2) Eli, aht'l h }';' in n il"u t T holll' ''' 'I\ : ( 3) Elil a Rog..r"
H i~ ('hildn'll h\' tilt' Iir'l "ife \\t'rr : SU';Hl E, :'\ i ~h t in~alt- 18{fL
\88:q . did nil! marrr : Ha rr il·t :" il!h ting:ak l I R JO" I 89:~) d.id not
marn'. B\ Ihl' ...·cond wif t· hi' ha d R,·\' . Crawford :'\ Ighlmg.-Ik .
b . IS'ln : d. Il" ;lITi<klll 011 Co1l,1.::(' St .. and h\' Ihl' Ihi rd wif!- Ill'
had Ed" ill J, ':\' ic hting:al,'. Ilora ti'; :'\ i~ht i ll ~ ;lk 'a nd Sa muel .-\ rnold
S ig: b l illg"a l, '.

C~~) J oan na B.lT1w" h. Sqlt. 6. li62: d . J uly :). IR:G : Ill. ( ~) lion .
David Lt'oll;n-d H;lfl ll" , T heir dau. AIm Eli, ;, Itlm(' ~ . Ill. ( I ) Pn t'l
Pr:lt t. an d ( 2 ) lion , T homa, Bu rgy , s. \II" . Pla it ha d Anna Prall
who II I. Horat i" :\'ighting-'l k . ;llld L..o lJ<lI d H. Prall , ~1rs. J oallna
Ba rrw' W;l' dau . of J oh n J I'Il<' b and ' i' IIT of Eh"IH? I'" J. ·nr ks ,dlO
m. :\la r\' T . r-\ id lt ing:;d,' a nd li\'ed in tlH' 1I',idl' Ill"t' Ill'." ! l'a, t of
tht· .-\Ih,:n;\"1l11l ;ll\ C"ll('g"(' St. :\1.-" ~Ltry T . ( :\' ig: h tinc al.·) J I'Ij(" b
had two l'hildfl'll \\ hn d . \ll ung a nd ,til' ,ga\T h" r ,'''1.111' to 111'1'
:" ich ting,lk kindrnl. "Olllt' ~, f whom ,ti ll m , 1l it. :\lary T . J n Kk­
,,;, d a,'I. (If S;ulIud :\' ighling:ak . S' ·II.



116 First COII.l.;re,~atIOl/(// Society Pt'lt' Holders [O ctober 1~ 15 1] First COllgrep.lltio lla/ Society Pew llolders 117

(:n ) H enry \\., Lothrop, son of Zcb-diah Lothrop: b.
d. Oct . ~I. 1874 age 72 yrs . Ill. T horn ton. He was a merchant
on South \ ratlT St., Stafford &: Loth ro p . Ill' lr-ft a n only heir.
H en ry W. Lot h ro p , J r, who d. without i'Mit' and inu-etau-. ~1r.

Lothrop W'I'. a nu-mber of till' Board of State Chari t il's and Corn-e,
tions from its Iwginning- , in lRfi9. until a short tinn- lx-fon- his
death . H is resid('[u·I' wa-s on John SI.

(3·1) l Janir-l Lyman. h. Durha m. Ct. .\ pril lO, 17;-,6: d. 18.10:
m. :\1ary Wanton of Xcwport : children: :'-ola ry III . .J;lt'O!J l runncll :
J ohn W . 1II. E liza W hea to n, dan of Seth: H enry B. Ill. Caroline
Dyer : Louisa Ill. D r, C{'o. II . Tillingha,t: Sally ·m. (;0\' . LI'IIII1l ' I
II . Arnold : ~1a rg-arl' t Ill. Samuel Arn old (st'e pew 24 ) ; J ulia :\1. Ill ,

J ohn I I. Easton, of X t'wpon : H a rr ie t Ill. Benjami n H a za rd of
Xcwport : and fin' otlu-rs, thirteen in all. II I' was Chil'f J ust ice
of the R . I. Supre-rm- C ou rt . 1812-181 6, and major ( ("olond ?) in
the- Continental A rmy in thr- Revolution .

p .i) H ora tio Gat,·, Bo-ven and I k nr y Rowen W('ft' ,ons of DI']J. Cov.
j nbez Bowen The former wa, b. J lIne 18. 177~1: d. :\la r. 24. 1848;
and the latter was h. J a n. 5. liR.i, d. April 16. HIG7. H oratio C ;lt es
Bowr-n Ill, Candurr- Crawford Xighting;lle and had no issur-. H I'
was first libraria n of Brown L"ni\-cr,jty and professor of natu ral
hivtorv. H t'nry Rowen TIl. H a rrir-r Ama nda M unro l ie was Serre­
tarv of State of Rhode Isla nd during about thirty )"a",

p6, :)7, :\8, vacam.)

( 39) Isaac Brown , b. 1787: d . Sl'pt. 7. 1872: III. L yd ia Williams. H ,­
wa-, son of baal" Brown. son of Dc-p. Co\". Elisha Brown . Ii i,
mother- was Aml'y De-xter. dau. of Christopher and Priscilla ( Ca r­
pe-nter ] Dexter. H I' III. ( 2) Caroline Ba rth-rr. H i, chifd rr-n, hv the
first wife. wert' Xnthanir-l Hrown : Alirr- Brown who TIl. ,\ 1m;'s R.
Lork wood : Anlt'y Dex te-rBro wn \,ho Ill. Jan1h IIunnr-ll: :'-ol i" Addie
Brown and othn,. M r. Bro wn was in huvine-ss with Benon i Cooke
(Coo k!' &: Bro wn ) and tln- two p ;HllHT' built tIll' two housi-, on
South :\ lain St. opposite Crawford St., the (',tall' of :\ I r. Brown
heing now l"o\"ell'd 11 \, the buildin!.!: of tIl<' f' ro \ 'id t' IlIT Ins titu t ion
fOI'Savings. He "a, of the co mm it t" T wllo built the D(·"t('r A~ylllm,
Caleh Earl,· ( lw l\' ~o. 9-~ ) a nd T rum an B('ckwith h,l\'ing 1)I"('1l thl '
nth'Ts ,

(40 ) :ha La m ed , d. J a n. 1-1. 1827 . ill his 6ith yr. H e was a 'I"bool­
teachIT from K illingly. Ct., partlllT a t Ollt' tillll' of \ \'illialll \\·ilkin­
~on- p<'l"hap~ a rdati\'<· of \\ 'in killsoll's fir't wifl'. who wa~ Chloe
L.t flll'd. :'-o1r. L an wd was for 1I1an\" Vl'an hea d clerk (If Bro" n &:
Ivr . . .

(4 1) Gt'Olge C. ;\,ig-htingale. h . 1786 : d. 1827 ; m. Eliza. dau . of J oh n
5. Dexter. whose name apl)l'a rs among the Iww-holdtTs. SI'{' :\0.
42. HI' was unck- of till' [an- C('o. C , 1'\igbting,dl' and son of
J OS{'llh ~iglltingall '. Se-n.

( -1: 0 ) Natha n wau-nu.m. There \\I 'n' two of th .. nan«- in 1816. neithe-r
nf whom marrir-d. Orn- W;IS "'\atllan. son of Amal_iah ( 1 7 - ~ 1 - 1 S:\ ( l) ,

and the other was Nathan SOli of Rufus and grand,oll of Aruaziah
( l i 811-1822), Which was till' jll'\,holdl'r ?

( 42 ) Dr. J oh n :'-or. Eddy. b. (;Ion"ter. R. I.. Fl'b. H. liHO; d . H ava na ,
Cuba. April 29, 1817 : Ill . ( 1) Oct. 7. IHlH , H annah Cartisk- and
Ill, (2) XO\', 20, lHH :\1a ry Ann . dau. of 11011. John SinglT and
M arv ( Pea rce ) Dexter. [Sl'e : The Ed dy Family in America . . .
ltllllp. by R u th Story Devereux Edd y .. , Boston. 1930 .]

( ~ 2) J oh n Sing('l" Dexter, h. 17.1 3 : died at an advancr-d age : m. :\ lary
Pea rce 11(' was jUdgl ' of tlu- Court of Common Pleas and. later;
ser-rctarv of the Union Insura nce Co.. inc 181.i. "Familv e-xtinct
in the r{lak line." Set' Dr-xt r-r- (;l'llealog-y, ill which it is ~aid that
in th .. Rr-volunon hr- held till' rank of Colonel. Ill' wa~ a.member
of the O rd er of the Cincinnati and was a charter nu-mber of the
Kr-nri-h Guards. H e lived in East Greenwich and Ian-r in Cumlx-r,
land, R . I.

(H) Charles L. H yatt : ndmini-t r.uor of his estate appoinu-d ill 1820 ;
nothing- more learned rq~;ll"din~ him ,

(-H) Cyru, Barker. h. A ug:. 2;-1. 1786: in M idd letown . R. I. and d .
Ju ly 27, 1870. H e established a hardware husilWss on W{'yhm~l" t

St. with a relative. W ill ia m Peckham, and, lat er. tnt' business was
ca rried on bv his dl:sn'mbnts, under the finn-name of Brown,
B;lrkt'r & Co. ~nd Ba rker Chadc-v & Co. l ie resided on Choctnut 51.

(-t i ) J oh n Snow, T her e a rt' two J ohn SIIOWS in the 182~ D ir\'c to ry and
St'\"IT;ll in thr- Snow g('IH'a10gi('~, hut WI' do not know who John
SIlOW the ]Jl'wholdl'r wa-.

l ·16) J oh n C. J I'neh , h. OIl thl' 1,land of Rhod e Isla nd in li77 . and
died in Providence, .\ br, 29. HG2: Itl. ( 1 ) Salh Snow IJ\" whom he
had eig-ht children. and Ill. ( 2) Fa nny Smith hy wht;rn he had
eight children. H e wa~ an officI']" of tI\!' First COllg. Church
f~\Irt,','n ye;lI'i. H .. \\',IS OIl<' of till' c;lflr jeweller' in I' rovidr !lce
alld for ;1 tilll( ', pannI']" of :\b wlll'Y.Ia ' t ra m. Il l' lived 011 Friend'hip
St. " Twic\' in hi, lif, ' he narrowly ('"raped a \-ioknt death - OIlCt'
by the fallin g of the bdl wh ile attempti ng to s(\n' till' organ of
the First Congo Church, du ring th,' ronlbgr;ltion of that edifilT in
1812, and. a~;tin during tht' ;lll'lllor;lhh ' 'galt · ill lBl:\ Iwing th e
la,t pt'r'O!l who ITo''''d th(' hridge hdor(' it was canit'd away,"
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( -Il) Svlvnnu -, G . Ma rtin h. Se pt. H. 17M2; d. about UrIO: SOil of Cen .
Philip Martin. I h- Ill. Anne Bullock : no child reached maturity.
He \\'i!" a dealer in drygoods and gro,{'r ies a t 177 North M ain
St., and lived at the corner of x. :'.la in and Smith S« . He left
lq;:-,K i,'" to two dau. o f M a r t in P'lW'.

CIS ) Hl'Ilr y Hill and Geo rgr Hi ll. I n Hl2-1 rlu-n- ,\"a, a George Hi ll ,
rallow-chandlcr Peck's wharf. with residence corner of Pine and
POli n SIs : and Hen ry C. Hill. mnrhinc-makt-r, 2-1-0 North M ain
51. l h-nrv Hill. fo rnll'rly of Brighton . \1;1 , ,,., d. Providenrc-. Aug.
l:l. 1820. Sn ' R , I. A m e rican. -

( -J- 9) j ohn I [owlnnd, b. Ncwpcm, R. I , a r t. 31. 17;)·!- : d. l'\o\'.:i, 18;;-1:
Ill . J a n. 28, 178B, Elinlwth . d'I U. of J ohn and Elizabet h Carlisle.
She- d. \tay 2H, IH·F). Thr-ir children wcrc: Alfred , Pe nelope, Ill.

Amher-t Even-u : Benjamin I{m st'll : jam-t tr-: \tary, and eight who
d . un der the age of th rl'\' vt-ars. \ h . Hncvland W;I' bv trad e ,I barber
wit h a chop 0 11 \f arket Squan- and n',idl'nc<' at .')6 Hr-uef ir St. in
IH24. The residence, still ' t<lnding-. is at till' north corner of H ow­
land and now numbe red 102. I II 11103 xtr. Howland was chosen
a ud ito r of Providence a nd. in. IBIB town treas urer. wh ich o ffice
he filled for eig-htl'l' n \Ta T". He was also . for many vca rs. treasurer
of the Provid r-rm- Im t itut ioll for S.w ings and I' n ' si d~ -n t of ti ll' K. J.
Hi -rorical Socictv. Ill' was sccre-tarv '"I' t lu- l"om mitt (T that had
..harge o f eH.'ui ng the present ('hurdl: and rh-r k of the Soril·ty.

(;-)(1• .-,1. ;-12. ;i :~ . :i4. j\ vacaut. )

(56) lJ anir-l Ba tl's.h, : d. : m . 1813, Susan Casey.
He is no t in tbe lH2·l d in 'l" tory. \L C. C. Ba tes, Reuben Rail', and
Va rnum J Ba tes a p pear. hu t w,' hay{' be-e-n unable to t r-ae-r­
Dani el Batt-s.

( .') 7) J oh n R. Ba lch , Sm. b. .\lay IH. I i72; d . April 4, 1848: Ill. Saph ira
Packa rd . He was son of T imot hy ;HId Sara h ( Rogers ) Ba lch of
;\{'wpo rt. He had a brother. j o-r-ph Bakh . and a -Istcr, Ma rv
Hak-h . I I.- was fa the-r of J oh n R . Balch , Jr. , who was t reasurer {;f
thr- PWYi(It'n ("(' and worcester R.R . mnnv vcnr-. fa ther of .\ Ir s.
George 0 , Ol mst ea d a nd Col lins L . H;llcl;. '.Joseph Balch . son of
T imothv. was a school-u-ar-her and \\";IS Ji\"ing wit h his sisu-r Oil

C;l'Orge 'SI. in 1824. Sec \fary Balch Pl'W Xo. '70 , T he family \\":IS

rclau-d di-tamlv to th a t of j oseph Balch . d ruggist.

[10 b.. COIJdll<kdl

PI CTU R ES OF PROV IDEi\" CE Ii\" TH E PAST . J7~lO· lR20

..d i(,·d hy Ct.~R" SO:> :\_ COLLI:> ' , 3rd .

[cont inut'd fro m J ul}, I ~1 5 1 , " . 10 , no . \ p . 9fij

THE o ld CoHee H o use bu ildin g ha s undergone a varietv of met­

am orphuses in its interior. while its ex ter ior has not materially changed
its a~pen. The Providence ln surano- Com pany, having obta ined a

cha rter. romtm-nrr-d b usiness ther e about fifty yea rs ago l and fill ed

li p "nnw rooms in the second story in \"Cry handsome S l~ le fo r thr­
rimes. john :\IaSOJl ~ was the p residen t o f that inst it ut ion, an d he
was h ighl y esteemed for h is wr-ll-halancx-d mind a nd for h is enol and

d ispassionate invesrign tions of q uestion s which were brought to his
consideration. not merel y those co n nected wit h insurance. bu t qucs­
rinns of a co m mercia l natu re a nd ind eed o f most kinds o f business.

He was gra n" in his a p pearance a nd slo w of speech. with a voice
m uch under the ordina ry to ne; so that it was ('xtn'm ely di fficu lt for

his hearers. cspcciallv in a full room, to rr-cr-ive h is remar ks emile.

H e m ad e freq uent pa uses : and 10\\ as h is voire was, he was in ' he

habit . as m a n y pu blic spea kers a re, of m a kin g- a caden ce in t he most

important word o r ph rase . H is rem arks, how ever , were ac co m panied

by a ll occasion a l o racu la r nod a nd to ile and were received w it h grea t

d efere nce, whir h was generally their due. B UI cr itics in classirnllit era­
ture, as far ba rk as the Roman Horace. de tected the father o f epic

poetry in nod d ing sometim es ; a m i wo uld it be :-tra ngc that one of Ie"
cr nim-ure and few er pretensions shou ld, nn..... a nd then , disappoint
ex pectat ions t'xtla \ 'a gantl y ra ised? The following circumsta nce was

t' / I" , Prov i d ~n c ~ Insma ncr- Company, tint chartf'l"!'cl in,uranrt· company in
R hod~ l ' l.lt ,d , wa_' fonnd('d in 1 7q~J h\' a "roup of pro",in("nl merchants. AftIT
II". Wa r of 18[ 2 it uni (,>d with it, ri\"al, the \.... a,hinglOn I n, ura n("!' COJllP;U' ~ ,

fou "ded in 1800, und,·r (h,' nail'" Prov·id..,\c.. Wa, hingto n In, ur ane.. COlllp'tn~· .

Today it i. th ... old ,( insu ra ucc company in "" 'w England and th .. third old ...>!
in th, - L:nil!'d Stat .

~John ~Ia ,on ( 17-t2_180 4 ) , 3 n:ltiv, ' of Sw"n,,,,,, as " YOUlIJ! trlan moved to
K i ll i n g l ~ , Conm'(- liCll1, whel<' h,' n labli,h ... d " earring bu .,ln' ·" 10 C3rr) th ,>
produCt" of th ... surrounding countrpid ... 10 Pro\,id('nc... Afl<'f th, · R..vo[u llon he
'ettkd in I' rovid,·nCl'. '>llg'"wd ,>st('n,i\'dy in ("onllnt'rtT , :lnd Iwcatrl(" lilt, I,,"ding
p,.iv,n,· in,urant·" undnwri l.... prn 'io ,," to the foundin g of th ... P,.o\"id..m ·!" I n, ut _
,'''C<' Cotlll_Mny.

I / ~I



T he directors of th e Provid ence Insur ance Com pany were gen­
era lly. if not who lly. of th e old Federa l Part y. and the primary caucuses
of that pa rty were held for many yea rs in th at office. I recolle ct
01 11: e\"t'n ing abo ut forty ~ears since, when the canvass for Gov.
J ones had just co rn menrrd; ' it was thought necessa ry to havr all
t he- voters in the tow n railed on perso nally by committees a ppoin ted
fur th at purpose to ind uce them to come out , one a nd a ll. and ma ke
one great effort to ovc rt bro w th e Fen ner d ynasty.:' Opin ions were
given as to the favorable disposition of freeholders in various parts
of the town. the rommon divisions or sntions bt'ing designa ted 1111

tau:n, dcum tou-n, and 01'CT the river, hut no voice had ber-n heard
from the north en d or up town . which was the xtronghuld of th e
Republicans, J ust before th e meetin g adjou rne d. a citizen . who
al .....ay~ entered the po litical campaign w ith zeal and cont inued
th roughout with unahat ed perseverance. rema rked on the nr-rr-ssitv
of rousing the whole force into an ion and ca lled on T homas Abbou,"
then a worth y consta ble at th e north end . to wake them all It/; in his
part of the town. T o which Xlr. Abbott replied that he thought.
wh en he looked round his neig hborhood . it would be bette r to ap poin t
a r-nrn mit tre to IJU t them aslee/I, The rema rk was prod uct ive of some
mirth . Xo comr nincc was appoin ted a t the sugges tion . hut I have
no doubt some opiates wert- administered.

There being no large hall so cent r-al as M a r ket Sq ua re. this lnsur­
.1IHT roo m. aft er the Company relinqu ished it. continued to be IN'd
for vari ous purposes besides polit ical meetings. I tinerant prop rietors
of museums. me chani cal panor amas. wax figures. and extraordinar y
prod uctions of na ture and art found it a conve nient place for their
several exhibitions. T his block has of late bee n the receptacle of
hook sr-llcrs, hook hinders. d ry goods dea lers, trade rs in lea ther . shoe
ma kers. hatt ers, ta ilors. pr inters. cor k le,l!; wri,c: hts. professional men.
a nd others. II was the crad le and grave of a scurrilous w l'ekly journa l
called the Beaco n, about thirt y ~ ears ago . got lip and carried on bv

'W ill ia n, Jo ,, ~ . ( 1 7 ~ 7 , 1 8 2 2 ) was first ,·I'>C'I<:d ~o\' , 'ru()] in 18 11 and was n '·
,-l<- n n l a nn ua lly unril 18 17,

:'Sinn ' 17~'O thc' .<:ow lIlo rsh;l'. wi th a IJrid ill l<TVal i ll 180fi w)". n no (;. " dida h·
"ht" il...d a " ",jori t}, had t...'!'" h"ld hy .-\ r thur Fr'nn" I, l/:oW'rllor li ' IO· 1 80~ , a nd
his ' On J am.... Fenn<T, gO\"t'r llOr 11107 · 18 10.

'tlhomas .-\ hholl, c'oml"hl<-, is li""d a t 22 2 :--;,..,.,h ~I a i " St ,, '!'t in Ih ,' I 1l2.J.
Di , ~ , t "' I ' _ Il " rn"rr i ~d R Ol th O w, n in IIlOI and di"d J " n,- I I , 11l 21i, in his
lio ,h w a'r.
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related to me more than forty years ago by Col. George R. Hun-ill"
of whom I shall end eavor to give some accou nt on my next evening.
The insurance officr- was we-ll filled with compa ny whose faces wore
a sombre aspect. T he subjec-t was the death of Alexan der Hamilton ,
a statesman, pat riot. and sc hola r. who has never found a superior.
if an equa l. in our count ry, and who had been recent ly murdered
by Aaron Burr in a du el. Some of the com pany gaw a sketch of his
brilliant and useful ca reer as a lawyer, an orator, and a stat esman .
Some ex pressed sym pat hy for his family; rnhers deplored the event
as a pu blic ca lamity: while others rea d from a pa per the proceedings
of various societies in Xl'w York , where the deceased was more inti­
mat ely known. ap preciated, and beloved. and where it had been
resolved that the courts and the members of the Bar shou ld wea r
badges of black en'pe. and som e, if not a ll the churc hes shou ld have
thei r pulpits and tall colum ns shrouded in th e same habiliments of
mou rn ing. There was a pa use. when a deep and clear hem . which
was alwa ys a not ice from ~ I r . Ma son th at he was about to offe r a
rema rk. exci ted their eager attention. and in a low and solemn tone,
acco mpanied with a sigh. he exclai med. " W ell , all the era/Ie ill the
uadd icdl necer bri llg him bad"!" T he company was affected. some
of th em almost to tears an d sobs. but Col. Murrill w as proof against
the infection a nd retired to give ven t to his feelin~ in some other
way. T here is a parall el tu this brief and a ffecting style uf ora tory in
Tr istam Stiandy, »hcrc the corpora l in remarking all the dea th of
our young master in Lon don. affected 10 tears th e gentle Susanna h.
the coo k. by these emphat ic words. accompan ied with ch aracte ristic
gestu res. " Arc we not he re now - and gone in a moment !" n ut
Stern has told that sto ry bett er th a n I ca n rep ea t it: so no mo re on
that subject . Let not this an ecdote derogate from the high est ima­
tion in which that worthy citizen .....as held. who. I presume. had
settled more cases as a n arbitra tor or rdenT than any ot her man .
and generally if not always to th e satisfaction of th e litigant part ies
who had ava iled themselves (If his jud iciou-, opi nion and just decis ion.

a G<:o r~<: Rawson fllln ill ( 1770· 18 18), son of J ,m ,,·. and Eli ,ah"lh (R aw,on )
BLl rr ill a nd hrolh <:r o f Senator J a lllt·s S llrr ill , l ie ma rr i,·d A",dia. dau"ht<:r o f
Captain Sirnon Smith , a nd h"d two children, (;"o rl,(" ~l. Bu rrill . who di <:d in
Iht" Sa lldwkh " I" nds in 18 26, ,md Am .-Iia , who marri"d Dr. Frilne is L. Wh" "t on.
(; ,'org,' R , Burrill was com ma nelin,,! omen of th" Indq " ·l\d" n t C Ompatl \' of C ad","
of f'rovi d <: ,,,,<: .
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be en thr- publisher of th.. /'lOl'id" I/('(' Gazett r for a long n um ber of
\ ear!' anterior to and throu ah th e Rt'\ oltn inn and the first fX!stmaStl' r
in this place after the c~tahli~hnwll l of our gover nmen t. by a ppoint­
rncnt of Posrma sn-r Oencml Beu jan u n Franklin , with whom he had
served his apprent ice-hip as a primer. HI' kepi the office in Meeti nc
xr rret . opposi te the Fm-nds' \I 'Tt ing House, at the sien of Shake­
spea r's Hcnd . and r("Signed til(' po:-I. which wa .. th en far from Iucra­
rive , as it interfered with hi!' primi ng con cerns. vtr. Carter closed
his useful career more tha n thirty-fin:" ~ear!' ago. ka\'inl.: a character
above reproach. ~I r . '\ ' i l k i n~ Itt , ' n his partner. i... still wit h us, enrolled
amo ncs t the oc touena r ja ns .u the corner, no w Sti llwell's and '\" eb­
su-r's sto res. The co-partners ca rried on the printing business in its
various br an ch es. with the publ icat ion e.f th e G n -rttr under th e
cba ree of .\ Ir. Carter and the book and a auonerv t rad e under ~ Ir,

W i l ki nson ' ~ care. and for mo-t of their business connexio n had no
competitor in either branc h. Dur ing Wa~h in~on's ndminisr ration
\lr. W ilkinson ,<; urn't'ded \ Ir. Carter 01,<; p ostma ster . and at this rru-ner
the post otfice was kepi for many yean-,

We will run through with the 1)I ~t office. ' \"hen \ Ir. j effer-on
becam e Pre-idem. \I r. ' \"ilkin.... m was superc eded by Dr. Benjami n
'\"o;t . a gentlema n \\ ho had long been d i:-tingu i."hed as a mmh em a­
tic-ian anrl an astro nomer a nd ha d h('(,11 a professo r in those sciences
in Rhod e bland College. " lie.' removed t h e- post office to a building
on the W('!it Side belo nuing In the tln-n ,<;,'niur Jarn!> \\'hitman a t the
junclion of , \"e!'.llni n,<; tcr an d \\"e ~ t )l ",,"(' 1 now Bro;td Slr e('t , I ~ whi, h
will tx- ,<; hortly more paninilarly dt·....Tibnl. O n the remm 'al of the
old Whi tma n Building th e pn..t ollirt' \' 01 '<; t('mp.- lrarily rcmow d 10

I" WiIliam W ilkinsun ( 17tiO· 185 2) r<" " 'i" 'd hi, tl'·!lr~,· flOIll Bro... n in 178 ,;
"ft..r a c(}ll~~~ c" n '''r inlt·lIupt.·tl h \' tI,,· R,·.... llll io n. Fo lluwin ll ~i. !lr"du"lion
h.- w" s ma d.. Vri'l<'ipa l uf II... !l:ram"''' , ,,·!to.. 1 r lln in "onjunetlon w, lh Ih~ eol1'·!l~ .
.-\ t till' ,a'Ilt' t inlt' h., seT\"' d for ..·,-..,,,1 !"'"'' ", eoll"'t<" l ih . a r ia n , I l i· l", n n<·..hip
wit h Juhn Ca rlt'< la'h'd from 17'f! I'l 17"'.

11 1k-nj a",in W..,t ( 17:10. 18 1:11, ",It,·, "" ";, ,1\' ca ... ':. ". " ,eh?OI.I,'"dw., ., tOf '- ·
k~qlt'r, " nd lllak..r u f a lm;,na... , hr , 1 1,,1.1.. llI'd Ill ' 1"I>III" I,on ," a, 'C"'nll't
lh roll gh h i. Oh,~[ \'a lion (wilh JU" ' l' h 11 " antl u lh,''' ) of t ilt' n 'tI\>II of Ihr
pb,wt V,'n" , ill 1711" , a ll "\'1' ,,1 r" l whir h 'I " " " il aml 1'1." 11'1 S" T"" in Pro,'i·
d"'lCl' a l" n' lllwd ,

f ro m 178fi 10 17'18 Ill' ....a' l' l'o k , . or' of .\ t" tI",m" li... a lld .\<I,ullorm " I Bro .... n
"nd 1,,1l'l' ol" 'n"d a '''hoo l 01 u,,\'i~ "lioll ill h i. hO I1\~ . I I<- wa' 1''''1'' '' '' 1<' '' flOm
1802 un li l hi, d,·ath .

' ~ Fo r abtlu l a d,'c"tl,· p rior I'u 11I "h , \\, ,,, 1,,,, ,"'1 SIr""1 ....a' " IMII o f B , o.~ d
Slrre t. I n 18'lfi Ih,' n;HIW \\'" , 1" ,,,,·, St " " '1 wa, "" 'h'ed fu, Iha l 1'".1 uf Broad
SI,, ·.' I b<.'1 wl',·n \\" " Iln in, t< 'r ;H,d l)o l ra llr p SIII·'·ts.

) '-'"- I' fu"t urn (I Prazr idence in thr Past [O ctober

a tr io of i rr('~pon~ ihk a nd Ilwrn:"na ry men for the pu rpose'of ll· \"\ jn ~

blackmail Oil 1'11( 11 of tlw cit izen s as they had ma rked . M an v bil ;lg ht
or subsc ribed for the papa to p urchase an exem pt ion from a ppea ring
in its men da c-ious columns: hU I its ar ticles were ."0 malignant ami
vulcar that it:- \Try object \\ as defeated . a nd it soon fell hdO\\
conte m pt. t

In IS:?:) from thi.. Old ColTt"t" House also was u..he red in. un der
ellnluragi ng p.uronae-. The .\/iO O' 05l11 . a nother weekly paprf.
devoted to far m ore wort hv objec ts than the Hearon. hut it.. dura tion
has I~... than t h re-e Y(,;!'I"l'. II would not becom e m e to ~1\' much in
rela tio n 10 Ihis p.l prr Of it!' edi tor. The Conner will ~ no mort"
perused . h hill" the latt er remains In be dai ly inspected. read. a nd like­
a proof sheet. to 1)(" r-orrcr -ted." I haw no higher wish th an th at the
readers a nd pa trons may he such as are pre<ent this evening.

"!"hi!' building is formed of li£:ht an d comb ustible materials. ve t it
has had !'O many " hai r breadth escapes' from freq uent assaults nf
the fil'ry d ement as to haw acq uired the t itle of the Fire Prooi Hlod .
The \~ DoI.·r1y end of the wooden bloc k, as hd ore- staled, had been
hui lt by Cart,'r & W ilkin:-o-m. T he fir!'t na med. J ohn Carter ." had

;l:hou~~ O" nfo n h ', 10..... opini~o of Thr Braro1l ,,:'a. not unju. tifi..d, Ih .. paper
p rovides I" 'rl,rr, rradmlll and j;(,~'r. mo.r information aboul th .. mannrn and
t·u,lorn. of I' ro,·,dr o.-r in lh....arl! 1820', Ihao do it. more ,,'d"I'· ,-oJflp<> lilon.

Will ia m S, Sp<-ar, Ih.· rdilo" procl..ill ...d him... lf th .. champion of Ihr rilth lJ
of Ih.. p'·opl.. and .Ih.. d,.(,·nd ..r of f. ....dorn of Ih.. p"',,;. .....ith con.idrrablr la ntud ..
Itl\'rn 10 Ih, ' II1ranmlt of f",rdo""

~ Io" of l.hr II;'''''' '. ,'olumn, WI 'U' dn'o lrd 10 anonlillou. pot'nn and 1.. 11.....

IIrohah~~ wrlll~n for Ihr mo.1 pari h, ' Sprar him... lf. H illh lilth l o f hi. jou.nali'lic
c;or"n m r ,o\' ,d,' ",·,· W .H Ih.. lihd m;1 hroulthl a ltai n. t him by Ihr ir...<:i1>lr Col
F.~ w~.d Or s ln . ' I h.. r d;lor louch,·d off th .. m... .-ha nt·s ..asi l)--in fla,n ..d " '. a lh b,
prtntm!!: ,a po",,, rn l; t1..tl " Sa il, o r SUltM L in ,' A ll ,..," in which D" lll,'r foun d
un.'·?rnp llll'..~lIMy .d..... nn·. 10 him.rl f an d his S<'cond wif.., Sarah ~t " JIl fu . d

I h.· fi,, 1 ",,,,· .. r T h.. 1l" f/' ot! "PfJ<"an·d on ;\'on mbrr II, 182:1, T h,' 1,,'1 in

Ih,· R hod ,' I.bntl Il l< lo . ir ,'] SO<"i" I~'. fik i~ da lPd O no"" r 211, 11I2h

.- Wa h,·r R, ~>a n forth :-' ".,-ond H·tltU.... inlo journ a li.m h"g<lr' J u", ' 10, 182 '-"
w"h tl", til' t 1<"", o f the .1I",'oroJ'" .'ud "nd"d A "ll."t :11, 1827, wh,'n I",
a?no"nn'd Itl<' ."1,, of tt l<' I"""" 10 Ih p Rhode !Jio~d A m... ;.(/~ & lJ" w ;dn u ,
( , n ~ , I I , .

Th , .H;OO,O"", ...h i ~'h Ib nfo ' i h annuum·,'d '" "a c01ll1--','ndi o". eompo~itury
of I.Jl,:r a ry, nor"" I, I'" bll(',,] an d ,·om ",,' rci ..1 info rmdlion, as .....11 'IS an d lidrn t
ann.!I,a .!' 10 ttl<' ; I U\''' ''''~' '' lt'''1 " f " 'i,',,,·p " nd of IlL< ' n", n \lf .w tl1 rin~ a nd " wd' ,.nic
a ll' was II,,· onl~ " "" lIl n~ 1" ' 1"" in I'lo" id,·nt·,· a l Ih" tin ll',

"John .C a n ..r ( 114 '>· 1Rl '\ ) w," vu hli, I,... o f Ih e Go:,II, fro m 17fifl un li l Ih..
, , '.n .of h I' d"alh: I r" '",d I'r",';o\1,h ],,·..n " I--'a,"",r of M rs, S" rah ( ;odda rd , who
p\lhl~>t ...d Ih,·. { ,n :~ II" "ft,·" Ih.. dl'f ,an \l" · o f h... '-On, W ill i,un ( ;odda rd , from
1'1'O\' ld" llrr' , l ,a l il " I d.l"l(h ll·' Eli,,,I"' lh , \ 1010 m"rri,'d W"h..r R . [ b nfo rl h .
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the houw n{ Hopcsull :\ Ir :\"I:al. \\ here has Tl~f l:nth lx-cn nt·t ted bv
heirs of Thomas Brown , the :\ItSeal Build ing, W~lInin :<l t"T ~IH·l.t. l ~
O n th e com pletion of \\·hilma n B1t)('k. lhe JX¥.-t o lTit 'e was returrn-d 10

its former It.ll 'in ion a nd kep t in the second roo m from the comer, IOn

Broad SUn'I, nO\\ occu pied hy J ohn G 1<tddill ~ as a bartx'r \ shop.U

O n th e d eat h o f Dr. WNot h is son -in -la w. Gahriel .-\Ikn" ~ becamr- h i-,

:< U('f('X"-ur in tha r otlire, who, on thr- com pletion of the L'nion Build­
in~~, in 1816, rem oved the pn:<t OlTilT to tha t block, in thr- pan no\\
occ upied h~ :\I r. Kin.c;.l" O n the deat h of :\I r. .\ lIen. Bennett H .
\\·hl'ek r, \\ ho for m,lIl ~ ~ raT:- had been the intellige nr a nd ind u... rriou...
edi tor of th e Prm ,jdrna Pat riot find Columbian Phl'ni \ wib ilPF" .inted
p e-tma... ter , and he contin ued the office at the same place durine his
term of pub lic servic e.n Som e time after the accession of Pre-id em
j ackson he was superceded hy th e appointment of Ed ward J. \ Ial­
Ir tt, l' son-in-law of Gov. Jam~ Fenner, and he removed the- nl[i("("
10 So uth \l ain, a litt le helow College Street . .\ la lleu continued
postma-t r-r th rough the admi ni:<tra tilln!'oof j ack-on. Va n Buren, Harr i-

I ~Th.. ....' In n h;olr of th .. o~i..L. duubk bu ild imr; a t ~5_1O:1 W... tJllin"~~ SllT ..t
bt-r; .. ......n ~ lr :-.: ..dl [...n~ and th .. Ind ustr ia l T~un -Bu ild in'! . .'\ 1 pr"!o<"nr; t h.. Cit )
DI!u ro, ) 11' 1< .Ihr ~l { :-;r ;o l Bllild in!( a l 103. th .. "'B ln n ha ll , bu t Ih.. natu.... as
onl(lnalh applwd IU Ih....a,tr~n P.~r1 " 'h ieh bord...., on ~I c :-;r a l Lan .
. uTh.. harb.. r . ~op uf John ( ;Jddd i,ur, 3 rd , ..a, ar; 5 B~oad ( \\"..'00 1) Su..n
m _18.50. I h.. " hUlllan BI<xL. m><x1 on til...i,,· of r;h .. prn.. n'l Turk. t ,,"ad
Budd mu; .

1:'G"hrid ,\ II..n " 'UIh.. \Oil uf (;,'orl(" ._\ Ik n, an Enl r; li"mla n ..ho ~mig~a h'd
10 tl<xlon .. nd la lr r Illo.-t·d to S....LunL. -I h. · 'On ,,·n·..d a. a lir UI..ndnl in d,,·
Snund 1"""~, l io l1 "f !t ltod .. h l" nd t nfa nl l l durinu; Ihe R..,ol"lion . Lth' ~ h..
,n.-t·d ... a,,,.ta nl p?' lrna'!..~ und, '~ his f,"lwr-in.!.. ..., B<' n jam in " ·'·' 1, 10 witt""
t~ffin' II" ,u tn,·d ..d In 18 1.1 , (; ..hw,l Alkn d".d ..\p~i l :~ , IIIN, in hi, ,r',.,.m .
hhh '''ar. .

. 1":,\ pa n ~f Ih i. build.inll:, which .. ;~, ,,1,0 Lno"'";1S th.. L' n ion 8 ,m L lI" ild i" u; ,
".~ 11.1l , r;"nd,.~u;- ,II Ih.. June llon of " ,.' 111lI n-1... a nd n~ n Sr;r,',·u. 1 -hr hrm of
" .111 11,," J. K m.1( & Co., 1II... d "ln l' , .... ' 10(";!l,·d a t 8 C " ion Build in u; iH \\·... 1.
' 1l Ir" I'·r Stn'n l in 1850.

I~ lkn!'~ t ' II.. \\"Iu',.[.'·r ( 1 7 88 . ~ 8 h : I) , wa, Ih,' \O [) of lk nn..u Wh....lr-r" .. " hJi, h,.1
of .th'· t .. m l" J ,\1":,, (. ~ , ,, ,, . rI, , In ...ho ~.. p rinl i,, !\" offi..,· I.,. "·, ,,'d h i, apl'", nti ,.,'_
, h lp, Aft n r;1!" (' h"' .u rl, 1"I";",·d I'" h[,t·" "o" in 1804 hi' wOlk..d in B"' lnn ,ll,d
Po rt la.nd , .\f;,u r.,-, fn r ;1 f,·w ~-"'I", lal ' ·1 ITt " rni",: 10 r ro " id,·m·" 10 t..TOll W 1-'"
P' 0l'r,," o r " f ·r }" " /' , ,,i_t , II... l ilk of wh kh by a ,,·r i,·, of ,.'Oluli"" a" .-1''''''r; .,.
r, ,t uall l 1H" ('Mll.. llll" /' H" ,i" , ,,,., /" I/ , iOl. " ·Iw.·ln wa, ronrwn ,·d -wi th II,,·
p 'I) t from IB07 In 18:?:\ , h"n l~ hd ou · h,· w,,, appo illl"d I)()\I"' '' ' I' ·...

1'.\ :-':o rd , C,t!olini"" h~- hi rth, ( ;cnr l ;l l Edw:Hd J - ~I;, II " tt nunr 10 I' ru" id"1u','
,I. h .., ~'·aT\ af l" ~ hi., m" rria u;'· I" Sa" lh, d a ,, ~ h l ... o f (;o\'l'tno l J a" w. {-"cm ...r, In
1845, ;,fr... h,.r d" a il, ;.n d hi. ~..m..nia u;, ·, h,· rno,...d to :-;,·w ,"o , L, II ,· ."h",.
Gurnth h"d" di' li nu;"i, lwd C,U'·"r a. a ha,,~ .-r, d iplomal , and ,nJU!' o tf,o·1.

son, and Tvler. and then re~ i />: ned , perha ps that he mig ht be enabled
to repeat :

1.1' 1 ot he rs hail the ri:<in~ sun.
I how 10 him whose rac e is fun ,

on the election o f \l r. Polk 10 the Prcsidencv. "'ek oml: B. Sa vles,
no w one of the publishers of the D flily POJt , was appoi nted po~I '

master, and he removed the ullin' hark to the Un ion Buildin gs. near
its forme r local ion, a nd there it sti ll remains. Soon afte r President
T vler ha d been installed in the hig-hl:~t pOSI of honor. the services
of \ I r. Sayle, were di ...peroed wilh ,lI' an d Hcnrv L. Bowen."' the
pr("!i('nl incumbent was appointed to fill th e place .

In revie wing the na me; of tho-e \\ ho have been placed in this
responsible sta tion. it issa tisfac torv to (,Hr~ Providence man to know
that no one was ever charged with malfeasan ce in office, bu t cverv­
one disc ha rged h is official duties 10 the sa tislacnon of the public
and the approbation of the a ppointing- po \\er. Some vaca ncies were
ca used by resignat ion . others hy death. and the balan ce hy polit ical
revolutions. which , to office holders un the- wron g side. a re ~I:Ill'Tall~

as fatal as death.

In the rear of the Coff ee House, when it was in its palmiest da~:<,

stood a wry ant iq uated building. \\ hir h W<lS fiued up and for a
lon.c: t ime was oH upird a" a tlwatn ' : anti ht'n ', after a ~hort ~ason in
HenT)· Ricr 's harn / l whe n' Iht' pt'rformann'!< Wefl" ler med moral
It"t' t ur~ 10 eschew the prejlld in 'd of the a~e a nd placl:, \\Cfr first
exhibited scenic reprc:-cntat ioll:< ttl thl' .[( ra \·e and sohcr peo ple of
Prm ·idence. who had m'H'r hefon' :«'l'n a mr mlx'r of Iht~ T he!opian
Cor ps no r Ix'en in nuenced hy Ihe wilf hnit,!< of Ihe t~n;l( ll'd d rama ,
He re the Iwroes of the sock an ti hmk in stn lUn ! "their hour on the
.' tage·· to rer;Ti\-e the plaud ils of ddighll'd <lutlitorirs. Th is huild i n ~

had bee ll pfe\-iollsly lI"!.·d as a J/I/u,!!htn hOI/v : and afttT i l~ Iram·

H'Weiromr B Sa yl... ( IHI :1_1 8 h2 ) n '.;,i rwd hll posl!1) ,u ln , h ip in 18S:I, ",h"n
Ill' wa, r,.al'poin tt·d by l' rr 5id" nt I' i" ' '' t·, .. nd h"l d tbl · po-i r; i"n unti l 18S7. Ou~in.

rh.. Civ il Wa r hr W, t< a LI, enlo ,...l in 1111' Sn ....,t h I{,·l\irr.... nt R hud,· h lan d
\"ol u lll...·H and "" " kill..d in ,w lioll al ..-...·d ... ickshu i g in 18h2.

~" l ,," n~y Lronard Bow,'n ( 1IIIO· l Bh,i) , a b w!<'f, ",a , a ' o rr of H,' n" Bowr n,
for ma ny' y..a" Sf" crl"1 'tr l' of SI" k of !thodc " bud , a nd a I(I"nd'on of 0 '"1"'1\-'
( ;OHmo~ J ab..z Bowt> n. H,' W, l' p'''Ull;"I' ·t f ru'" 111 ·1 '1 10 IBS:\ .

~ 1 1I t' n~y R ice's barn an d ,h,·d, " ·\'I"nly f...·1 lo nl( hy .. ·v,·n l",'n f,-.. t wid .., srood
in Ih.. r"a r of Ih.. C old" n n ail In ll, l;.1<'r II,,· ~ta n . io !1 fl o" , ,,, at t h" ,'om..~ of
Bcnt' ht and Soulh Cou rt Slt""Il ,



126 Pictures of Proridcnce ill tli c Past [O ctober 19.') I ] Pict ures of Pro vid ence it/lilt' Past 1,, ­-,
formation into a theat re. a \Try natural and obvious reflection in
the audience on the principles of association would .gin: a peculiar
zest to the performance of t raged v, The .!!;ra \ e di~,!!;e r in H amlet
would find a rich mine of bones her e to throw upon the sta ge!

The ma s." of our people were then 0PPl lscd to histri oni c represrnta ­
rions and depreciated the preSelJ(T of a play actor in our borders. T hcv
were utilitarians and were jealous of vai n amusements. as insidious
in the ir influence to thwart industry and the growth of morals; but
:\I r. Harpcr.f the head and manager, was a gentlema n of great
suavit y of manners. was wel l edu cated . bland. sor-ial. and am iable.
and soon won the respect and good will of the most opulent and influ ­
en tia l r-irizens. In a few short mon ths a theatre was erected an d opened
in 179.1 in \\"cstmi nst r-r Street. \\ here. unde r a succession of good
managers for many years. it c-ontinued "to hold the mirror up to
nature" and was rewarded wit h extensive patronage. Amongst the
performers at its com menc em ent and for severa l yea rs. including
stoc k actors and stars. were Harper an d wife. Xlr. and .\ f r.", Powell.
Pr igmore. Simpson . Dickenson , Kenny. Hod gkinson . Cooper. George
Frederic Cook. Bates. wit h man y others who might he named; and
well do we rrrullert the varied excellencies of these performers and
their succession in afte-r seasons. By one of those metamorphoses so
common in this place that theatre. a few ~Tars since, sank its dramat ic
character and beca me G race C hurch , Had some of the pa trons of
the ."tage entered before its transformation an d fallen into an ab bre­
viatcd Rip Van W inkle sleep whic-h might han' cont inued till the
procen ium had been converted into the c-hancel and the whok- chan ge
had been completed. a line of Goldsmith. slightly altered. might han­
been appropriat ely applied:

And those who went to lauuh. rema ined to pray.

On the site of that building first ro nsecran-d to the drama~c muse .
and then set apart for the ad orat ion of Cod. with the addition of the
Talbot lot, now stands the im posing edifice of t--;f<\ee Church. in which
the services of the sanc tuary an- performed by Bishop Hensha w."

~~Jo_'"l,h Ha TJ:...r fint brought h i_ pIa; ,'" to Pro" idr nr .. durin 'l th .. ,,, "'l1wr of
1,(12. I n 17"~ hr r..currwu am] ( ont in ued '" ",an<l!:l"f o f ch,' th,·" t,·t in I'r o\"i­
d" un - u"l;l 1810 ,

~" FrOTl1 18·1<\ unti l h i, d, ·"th, J ohn P. K . H ,·,I, h....... (17'12-18:.2) wa, tlu- firvt
Epi ,(O ~",] Hi,hop of Rhou" Island .. nd Rertor of (; r,,,"- C hur l"h,

I' recisclv in the rear of th e old Coffee House block. partl y on th e
spot covered by th e red store of Tillinghast Almy~t and partly in [ront ,
fur there was no street there at that time to he encum bered. was th e
hull of an old sloop embedded in oyster she-lls in a sma ll dock or slip
which made in from the r iver or cove above Great Brid ge ab out
('ight y feet lorn the north line of :\ Ia rket Square. th at being the extent
of all the land 0 11 what is now Ca nal Street . all north being then
covered with the waters of the cove. T h is sloop was moo red close to

the cap log and was called the Ol d Hooker. It was owned and kept
by Samuel Th urber" fifty years ago or more and lo r many yea rs
after and was the first reg ular oyster shop in this town . T here was
for a long time no com petit ion in this business. and it was lucrative .
\\"h ile h is oyster ben ch outside was thron ged through the day. the
Hoo ker was crowded at nig ht by the youn~ and the old ,~en t lemen

of the most respectable character. who wen' served wit h raw or
roas ted ovstcrs in a plain. unostent at ious style suited to the room.
to the landlord . and to the rimes. a nd to the full sa tisfact ion of the
gue ...ts. :\f r. Thurber was a person of industrious and regular habits.
neve r being known to ind ulge in sleep after day break nor to walk
in the streets at night. unless from his pla ce of business to his home .
illust ra ting in his practice th is tr uth :

Earl y to bed and early to rist'
.:\I akes a ma n heat hy. wea thv, and wise.

H e caught his own oysters on the va rious heds below. and accord ing
(0 a cnlrula tion made hy one of his r-nnnt-xions a few year-; since,
du ring his active years he had sculled his canoe or oyster boa t m iles
enough to have circ umnavieated th is globe three times. He d ied
ab out twenty years ago, [ca\"ing behind him the enviable character
of an indust rious. tem perate. benevolent. and hones t ma n. whe-e
habits and succ ess through life had bee n such as to enable him at the
advanced age of four score to ."ay that he enjoyed "health. peac e.
and competence." li e ga\ 'l' a name to nnr- of t lu- oyster beds bdo\\

~ tT i !li n gha , t Alnw, whol l" . a lr grocer a nd a ,u·tio m·f't, adnrti7" d h is plan' of
b usi rw" .. t B C.. nal .slr~ ~t as lh ., " moot public silua lion in th is dt~, fo r ,ale_ of
HORSES, C AR R I.-\ G ES, Fl'R!\n LIR E & c . fail' or fou l wr at h,'r" lI'l th ,.
1850 D'- .a /ot )'.

~" Samud 'lhurber , o~ st{'tlnan ( 1751-1832 ) . ,on of Sam ud "I, d Aga t ha
(Br" ant ) Thud",r, , hou ld not h<.. (Onflls" d wilh his third "o<" in, S" lllud Th urhr'r
( ] 757-18:J ' II. ,;on of S"mlld a nd H OI,,', t ill ( ~ I a rt i nl ' I hll rbn, of th .. 1'<l l'n ­
ma ~ i n g and shopl«-..pin~ hram'h of ti l<' fam ily.



in the followine: manner. He and seve ra l o the rs " CT(' fi !'h ill~ for
ovsn-rs on IIII' u"'IMI ground . and a ", they had be come scar re thl're. 111'
removed hi", boat Oil a \ 'O\a ge of di",m'CT\ 10 a distant pla ce hitherm
unexplored. On dr'lwinl.;· up hi!' ra ke!', he found thr ill filled with line
o~"'h'n;, Surpri-ed and deliehtcd OI l h i" unexpected "'UCCN-", he .l.;aw'
H ilt to hi", joy in thl~' excla ma tions. "Oh ! H i ! Oh !" The ot he-r
ov-t rrrm-n werr- !'OlIn around him . and having taken in futl 10;\("",
Ihey unnnimou-h agrecd in r hristeni ne Ih;11 "'JX't th e Ohio bed,

,'\ 1 lilt' time the Hoo ker w as a popula r resort th e town authori ties,
\\ i ",hin~ 10 ",hm\ their co ns tituents th at they \\t're wide awake in the
\\ a ~ or ir nprovcmr-nt, for th e fi""t time a ppoi nted a nig ht ly tow n wa~ch

of eighr men, being IWII in car h section: no rt h end. sout h end . \\ I~t

Sid e (or in the romrnon parla nce of rhr- day: tip town. dc" . n 10\ \ n,
and o\"('r th e river ] and two to lx- stanona rv to rel ieve the' first two

\\ hn rnie ht return from patrol d uty. Thoma" :\[un ro.: t;a res pectable.
reti red, nautical com ma nder, \\ hn lived on Broad Street nea r t he
pu mps, wa!' appointed ca ptai n of this firsl town wat ch . There beinu
nn sta tion or watch house provided for t his, new rorp'" of munic ipa l
town officers, :\[ 1. Thurber gene rouslv volunt eered the use of the
Old Hookl'r for that purJlO"'C' : and when he retired OIl ten in IllI'
e\rnin .~ , th iN' ~uard ian", of the n i~hl cnt ('fct! .lnd o l1e pair of Ihl'lll
r('la inl'd JX""-"C"",-,,jon till morning.

The Greal Ikid/.:t' , wh ich wa ", Ir ",-" t han Olle third the widlh of thl'
pre.clll \ " eyl)TN..e t Brid ge ( unt il a T(Te nl date the only ronn('(" t in ~

link IwtwI'I'n th,' I':a",t and \\"e!<t Side:-), was I'rclted lH'arl y "imlllta ·
ncoll",h' wilh Ihe CofTc'c HouSI;' , Then th,' ~tream wa" much widn
lhan i~ i~ now , the di ",po",itioll to ennl);t('h on the water ", not ha \'ill.l.;
han "") ram pant as il ha... sincc Iwcomc:- , T he bridl.;c wa ", built wit h
mur h ta ....te and al no irltnnsidC'Tah!c cxpcn"'c. It \'01", (u rn i",bl'd with a
br.l.;e draw in Iht· midd ll' to admit \Tsscls inlo the co\'(' , SI;'\era] (If om

llwrrhalll ", l'nga.l.;t'd in na\·i.I.; 'lli on h,l\ 'ing; their wharw· .... , .'<tOrt' homt"!' ,
a nti COIl11l in~ roo ms Iwa d y " .... far nort h as Smith Street. :\ ....hon lime
antl'rior to that \T!'i.<;'I'ls of fifty 10 eight y tom Imn ht'n wert ' hu ilt OI l a

"hip yard near thc' con fllll'lHT of tht' :\!o"",ha"<;, t1c and th e ("( ,n ', twt'nt ~

or thirt \' rod", north (If t il\' dila pidate'll lock of the ha",in of tht' latl'

~';C"pl ..in Tlll >l Il '" .\ l unTO .... ,,. IlTinr ip"lI y "lIlpIO)'t"d ~,- John I ~lll' " CI~ lk
,m ol Col. J" " 'l' h ;>; il(hl;I1""k , who,,' ~;"n Sarah I... 'na rrlt' d III 17hh. II .. dw d
S~I .I ..mh... H, 18 15, ill hi_ iqlh }.."r.

L!R I'ntutrs of Providence in the Past ,ana l.~~ not fa r from the nH'rfh andi~( ' (k po l of tl n- B oston and Provi­
de nce Railroad . Even after the ('rlTl lon of the "grcar bridge" I ha n '
scr-n vessels of large tonnage p<l!o." t hruuuh t ilt" draw. The side- of that
bridge were protec ted with a n ornamr-ma l ba lucrrndc and furnished
with novel wa lks for p-doarla ns to prot{'('{ them from carriages. whib- ,
six lam ps were suspended from as many post,,; Hilly Gcrri...h. a.. he wa ...
commo nly ca lled. was ill\'e!'oted with the ;IIU~II."t olllfC nl lamp lighter.

,-\ 1 that rime there was nn la r~l' ha ll of all insurant r- offio- in the
town. Then- w cre hut I WII wn'ldy pap"c!'> published. th e Ga:rtlr and
rhc Chronic/c. and many of our 111;111' popula tion from " II pa rts of
th e town hied 10 tha ll-pot in thr t'\"('nin~ 10 lea rn what mauers and
thin gs of a novel or important character had occurred. Thus asscm­
bled. they recipnxally became comruunjca tors and recipien ts of local
informa tion a nd of fon'i,gn m'w"" T he ephemeral OITurn'nc(">' of th e
day, how ever , did not l'ngw!'i.\;l 1I the atten tion of the citizens on the
Gr~'at Bridge assembled. 1)\11 \uhjl'tt", of a commercial, political.
theological, an d scientific nat ure we-re- frequ('mly introduced and i1hly
di>'("u~.:.eu bv men (If sound ut\lk~tat\llille:and extensive reading: and
few placesEave I known where an inquisitive youth might derive
in an cvcninc's attentive li!'h'lline: more practical instruction than on
the Great Bridge at the per iod to which I a llude. BUI the lips of a ll
those earlv instructors to W hO"'I' \Hlr(h< I ha ve often giycn ",u.h ",ilent
allclll ion ~re mUle. and mu",1of Iht' ir li",tclwn- <ITt· t.lid low in Ihe dmt.

~;Comlrucljon of Ih.. Bla,·h lo n.. Canal, Ifr,.al.." tin"nd"l fia...-o in Ihr hi~lor~­
of Prm ';d,.n("{' h.·lfan in 1825, Th.. ""IIIII<ln\ "',,. fin"l!. liquida l..d;n 18--\ 7, ..-hrn
Ih .. Iru b of ih.. railro,1d from Worr "' I... ;",u'h"d Pro" id,.nrr , '1 h.. Ind, of th ..
can,,1 IM,in ..-... lor"I!'d al th.. ",-,'01 .. nd or Ih.. pr ....·"1 lI .l ~- rn" rk l"t S'n'n,

JIO h.· ..on lin.,..olJ

1
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RH ODE I SL .-\ :\J) HI STORI C .-\!. SOC IET Y

I.E CT uRE S

O ctober 17. 1 ~1 :)] R: 1;1 p.m.

Three i\l en ill a ll Ind ustrial C: ('ntur~ :

J ab t'l. ( ;or ham , John r; orham, and Edward Holbroo k
Emil :'<1 ' C . ~b\l'. /' rn id n ll

( ;" Tham .\1.II1Uf", -tur inll ( :<>Inp" l1 ~

•

9:00 105 :00
3:00 10 5 :00

:'\m '("mht'r H. 19.'d
~1111 (, R hude !..land W halinJ.:: \"o~a g(" "

__ Tt .... IIT C . S IlIII'l , .. . . 1Hi.• /a,,' /.i hra, ;a"
PHl\-;fk n, ,' Public Lihra rj

Decembe r I:!. I~6 1

Ocverno r Sa muel W aru of Rhod e Island :

Oue of the Hil-': EiJ..:h t ill the Coruincntal

Co ng n':<'''' of 1775-\ 776

IInt :sll .... I<ll "' ''OIU :"; lI t. II ';•• \lllh"T "f
T hl' COTT fJ l' ""dou,' ofSa"ll.ld W ard

o e s x TO T H E PL'BI.J(":

F;xU PI h ol idQ) J

~l o"da ~' throull:h }"rida ~

Sundav " h ...noon

l ,ib' Q' Y 0" 1,,

8 :15 p.m.

R: I S p.m.

7:00 10"': 00

Cloud S""dtl)" ""d T un dll }' ft'O li n$:S,
/un. , l ui)', and Au g"ll
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