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FOR O FCA1H,.., th ... ~K"i ety of Fr iends has been falllnll ~ for it.-. will­
im:ne-" 10 a~-i~ 1 victims of nat ura l or man-mad e d i ~;I ~ltT~. In t ilt'
twen tieth cTntur~ the most not ahh- in-rane e of Q U<lk"r relief artivir,
occ urred d uring the first \ \' nrl d \ \' ;IT when End i-h a nd Amer ica n
Friend- coop-ran-d 10 provide aid for thousands of rduS;::I'('~ an d e ther
mm-comba rau t-. Du ring [he [irst three yean of thr- wa r Friends'
relief \\ OIk \\ a~ carried on h~ EI1 s;:: li ~h Q uak ers through the Wa r
\ ' i ( t i m~ Relief Com m ittee. S h"rt [ ~ after the Uniu-d Stat es join ed
the ;\lI it'~ ill 1!l17 the Amerir-a u Fru-nds Sen 'in' <:lllnmilh T \\a._
«ruanizt-d 10 conduct rclicf wor k [nun this r-oum rv.

O ne of 111l' ill lt'rnling Ih ings about Q uak er rrlicf art i\·il\ l~ t ha t
it i~ ~ltic tl~ 1l{lIH,t'daria n and non-politica l. Relief i ~ not Hlllli ns;::cnt
upo n ad lu-re-nre 10 II I(' principle. of the Society of Friends or to a ll~

rdi\::i, .:J: nor till Ihl l~ who wr-ar t fu- red and bla ck dllllhle sta r. a
svmbc l adopted durine relief wor k in the Fram o- Pru-sia n wa r. in­
qu ire into thr polit ica l hel id~ of th,,~' in need. W hik th e inst itut ion ­
for the admini- rra tion of non -!>t·(I ari ;lIl. non-political n-lief are re la­
ti, .. ly new . til(' idea it-elf i" not : il ~ or igin ma~ be- t raced hac k to

177,-). t he 1'\1' of the American Revolu t ion. ' In On l'l1lh,: r of tha t
~ 1'o1T Frie-nds in Rhod e Isla nd or,i.:anilnl the :'\c'\\ l.nula nd :\In' ling

·~ I ;,, · k I hom!""". ftll·n ...rll an in, nun ..r in hi"ol\' a l H...... " lI ni "" " il l and
"n ""i",ml pro f,'''' '' ,1 1 th,· C"liforll;;' l "qj " ,It' of T,· (' hnul o~.., i, now I...""h illll
ill tI ". Oi,,;. ion of Hum.lIl' ti".' " I d ,,' Ulli....,,; t ,· uf C~ li fo T"ll i" a t Ri" "r, i,k ,
( :" lifum ;a .

l For" ,,,nT) of F ri" IId, rdid ",·ti,i li,·, " '" Fr,.d..ri,·~ R. Toll"" · ·I1... "ld, of
tlw R,·d a lld lJl ac ~ : E"i"'l.k s frOIll tl,.. E",I,..r lI i"to r) of l...! " " J,'·1 Wa r R"lid ; '
F,ir " d , 1n 1~/li ~~,,(n, (' ( ] q D , 5J5, '\h, .'i17•.~R. 57-1-.73.
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(or Sufferings, collecrrd donatio ns (rom Friends in Penn...vlvania
and Xew j eN'Y. and wt"nt 011 a relief expedition to the ucrthca...tern
region of ~l a """-ach llSt"us where they distributed aid to the ."taT\-in~

and freezing refugees (rom Boston and to other victims of the war
between England and her colonies. The only qualifications (or as..
... i...ranee were need and non-participation in the fighting .

T he orca...ion for the relief expedition was providr-d by t he condi­
tions result ing from Brit a in's retaliatory acts following the Bo...ton
Tea Pa rt y. T o de monstra te to th e other colonies that -re...i...tann' to

the Royal aut hority could on ly resul t in d isaster, the North ~ l in i ."t T\ .

in th r- .~pring of 1774, pu shed th rough Parliament a nu mber of acts

ser iously alfert ing th e gove rnment and rconomv of M ussa r- hu...en...
Bay, America ns referred to t hcm as tile' l li to lerab l~ Acts ; and intoler­
able they W ('f'C, The port of Bo... ton was c1o...cd a nd blockaded , the
colony's char ter was wrecked , pcnons indic ted for a ca pita l ofTens~:

commi tted in connect ion with n-vr-nuc laws cou ld be sent to a not he r
colony or to Eng-land for t ria l. and the king's officers were aut horiz ed
to q ua rter troops in the town.

Americans thought this was a pretty ...tiff price to pay (0' a tea
party. Before long: the bu ...iness li(c' of the largC!' t port in ..\ merica with
its 20 ,(XlO inha bita nts became paralvzcd: the warehouses, wha rves.
shipyards, cou nting houses. most businesses in fact, came to a dead
stop." Unemplovmem became a major ca tastrophe for thousands,
and had it not been for the ,~c·m·rnu ... supplies sent into Boston bv
ot her towns and colonies m an y FM'nple would surely ha\'e !-tan-ed.

Throu~hout the ...ulllnwr ilnd willle'r of 1774 .-\ merica n... a nd the
Bri t i~h troops maintained an IIm'as~ truce around BoHon . In .\pril
1775 th e tfllee was broken by !- kirmisht~ at Lexin.l.'1on and r ..oncord ;
in j unl;' .\ nwrican ~linute _\ Ien and British troops do1....hed in a full­
!'Ca lc bau ll' for Bunk er H ill. <;efl('ral Gag:e, commander of Briti...h
forn 's, occupied Bo...ton. and the newl\' crea ted Anwri c·an a m1\"
threw a m rdo n of t roo ps arou nd th e cit}:. '

,As wint<'T closed in, cond i tiol1,~ for th e citizens in B()~ton hc'came
nelllllore serious. T he food and fuel Mlpply d ..... indled . prices ...oa red,
and th e unemployed soon ran out of mon ey wit h whi ch to 1m \" e\'en
bare tH~(' essi t ies, Among th ose sutre ring from cold and hu ng'(' ;' w(:rc
a few Quakers a nd news of th eir plight soon reached the ca rs of

2:\JJf'n Frf'nch. Thf' Firl t r ..,l' of th.. A m...i~o" R n 'olution (Ca mb ridg.., M;l~, .•
193 -1 1, pp.1 1 If .
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Friend... in Rhode Isla nd . At first the 'Iont h l ~ ~lcetin~s in and about
B ee-ton gave assi-..tam-e to sufk rin!::" Frie-nds and the Smithfield
x tonthlv ~I ee t ing ill Rhod e Islan d sent a committee into the town
with do~atiol1" . But the relief ..... 01. ... defi cient and ...porad ic : there \\ as
no reliable organizat ion IIr leadership to do the job.

B, December I ii ,') both problem s had lx-cn solved: the ~e\\

Engiallli Yearly ' 1lTting had err -an-d a relief oreanizmion and a
man had come fon\ urd to lead an expedition to Bo..tun . The organ­
ization was the XI'W Eng land "eding for Suffnings: the man was

~ I o",'''' Brown of Provid c'n , "(' . ~

T he ep isode nt:lbli...hcd a precedent for ."~ ~ t c' llI a t iL la rge <ralr-.
lion-parti sa n disui hutiun of rel ief to wa r virtim-. <h er the yea r....
the origina l pn-o-dcnt was rein forced hy add itional incid ents until ,
bv the twentieth cr-nuuv t he t radi tion was flrmlv (·..rnblished.

' T his was not the ."Cd;' 'si ,c;nifiram'e of the n; pc:ditilln of 1775, It
ha d made neccssarv thl' e-rubli ...hmem of the ;\"ew Eng-la nd ' [('et in,C;
for Sufferin g!', whi l~ h marked an impo rta nt ."tage in t he development
of Quakeri ...m iN·If. .-\_~ an institu tio n in Quaker church go\Trn ml'nt
the "ec·ting for Sll!Tcrings originated in England d ur ing- the carl~

vr-ar... of the Sociel \ - in th e 16/"Q's. " ·hilt" it... ori ginal purP0ff'" wa...
to provide lega l d~fc" N' fur persecuted Fr iends. it soon broadened
its acu vitie ... to include general rel ief for need v nu-mber.... By the
middle of the eight eenth o-nturv the ~ leeting in England had cea-ed
to he mereb a socia l .....-rvire noen cv. it had devebqx-dinto an infl uen ­
tia l an d powerful instit ut ion for the cont rol of regular mectincs and
of member.... lin'S. T here h as '«"an d y anyth ing \\hirh did not fall
\\ithin the juri..Ji(tiol1 of the ~ l eet i llg for SulTcrilll..~.~

I II .\ mcrica Quakc'r in~titutional dewlopnH'nt la g-gcc! far Ix-hind
that in England . In fad , until t he Xew Engbllli ' k cting for Suff er­
ing... \,-a... e~tah lislwd then' \\eIT onl ~ tw o or ganizati on s like it in the
colonics an d t he ~ \\Tn' of n'( 'ent ori .c;in : the Ph iLu"'lph ia ~ Icetin g

:' t"r" !l" ...nl s of t l... ro nnpondO"lwr (""n("nn i n~ t l,, · "~l'",li lion h" v<, b' T n IHlh.
lislll·d by 1l, '1ll" J. C"d hu ry in " Quaker Rd id Dil rinl( Ih , ' Siq iT of Rosto n, "
( :olonial S",- ;<'I" of ~ I,' s,,,("h"'(,\h T"'" {ll(t;an •. X X X IV ( 11",,,, 1\, I' Jl:I l , 3'1·61.

ITll ",,' is no rorrl\ ,k l" , t " u~ of ti l" ~ I,·f'tim: for s"lr "lil\ ~ s , Ill/I fDr a n l" xc,.]ln,1
"Cfou n! of itsor;!li n " lld ,-a,,, ul-v"lop " ,,"nt in f.n 'lbnd s,'!" _\nlOlu Llo ~ d , Q uah •
.'i'oei,,/ H ;Jlo' j" 1/i 1; ~1- 1 7:J8 ( Lo llu o n, 19:;0 ). PI', :12-·17. '\"!l ll>I,· J o r ns d i,, 'u"" s
Ih ,' ",hj'TI in T h.. Q I"r ~nJ f/J Pion a " in S()c i'I III' () , ~ ( ;..: .."" York, IfU I 1, tra ns
T . K. Brow n, Jr , Sf·.. " Iso R" fus ~ '- J onr s, Th .. I.aln Pniod s of Quakn;ml
l Lo nd o n , t 921 ) . pp. 81-1· 15.
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founded. in 1756 a nd the :\t'W York ;"Iet,tin,l:: created the following
vear, T heir jurisdiction and function Wit!'> extremclv limited: th('\
were used almost exdusivelv to distribute relief to F~icnds. particu­
larl y those on the f rontier . It is true tha t on'ill'iona lly Frien ds. through
these meetin gs, t-ame to th e a....~ist al1rc of non-Quakers who had
suffered from .....a r or :-OIlW othe r ca tastrophe, hut until 177:, Fr iends
confi ned thei r relief .... ork prenv mu ch 10 taking: cart' of their 0\\ 11.

After that date the importance of the insntuuon developed
rapidly", ;\... in England it soon began to dea l w ith a wid,' ranee Hf
subjec ts touching on Friends' lin's inclu dinz milit ar y ~(,T... in' , taxa­

tion , dress. la nguagt', censorship. marriage, temperan ce. slave-rv and
the sian' tr ade, t rea tment IIf In dians. an att empt 10 rewrin- and
enforce rhc Discipline. Althou gh Friends' inte re-t in these "'lIhj e( 't~

had existed from the \Try heginnin~ of the Societv. anempc- hy
some Friends to hrin~ the acuons of mr-mlx-rs into line with their
testimon v reached such proportion.... t ha i it call leguimatclv lx- called
a reformation . and was so referred to by its diSf'ip1t's:" The reform
movement wit hin the S()('it'ty re- uln-d ill pMt [rum re-cm pha-i .... of
an ever-present ,,:-pt.\{ of Quakerism : the rrm cern for the material
and spiritual w(')far(' of human I-x· ill l!:~. part icularly . but nut t"\.d u·
sinly, of Friends : aud in part fwm a respon:-(' to Itw 101l.l:;' po\\crful
waw of rdorm in En J:land whidl produn'd the :\ kthodi~1 mow­
mellt and f('~ulled ill an (·\·allJ.:ellral IT\'ival aJlJon~ ma ny ol hl'r rd i­
~iom gmup..... The rdormin,g" spi rit first louched Quakn... in Ih('
middle colonie:- d llrin~ lht' )al(' I i.'lO·s - C(JfHaet:- Iwtw('("11 Frie nd :­
in thai area and Friend:- in En~land were mort" frequc ·!lt .IIU! numer·
ous : local cond i t ioll~ in Pt' Il IlS ~ h-a ll i a g:an' an impc..tu~ In tilt' rdon n a­
tio n, and it ~prcad throu,L:lwUI Ihe Society during Ihe next dt·rade.
Agita t ion ht'l ween th e :\ n \t" rk an ("olonll's and En/.: lan d /.:an~ <Ill
;Idded ~timlllu~ to Inc' rd orm mO\"l'lIwnt a nd il .ga im'd in monWlIlum
a:- the Rt''\"olut ion appro.u,ned. d rawin.1::: more and more t'lt'nlt' lll ...
inl o its \Onex unl il it hf'c;lITH' t"xtrem~l y broad. ilhllost IInin 'r-"':11.
Qu,lke~ were cOlln'rn ed ahout tilt' lotal man. nOI ju ...t a pa ri (,n lim.

As the r('(ormation de \Tlnpl.'d OIH' of th l' prnblf'lu ", faci ll,L: Fr i t'n d~

was wh at form sho uld il takl'. Bd of(' the RI'\'olul ioll rdorm ( O il'

:'For 'l drt a il..d d i. r un ion or th ,' rd ormat ion sr.. k uru. '-I. Jon ..'. <.!I/d ..., ill
/Ir 4", ...i CIJ II Colon irs (Lo ndon. 19 1t I , II . 571.iQ • and fr.-d.-rid B.l ollo-~,

.\1 /".1: HOl/u ""d Co .".l i,,{! 110 11 ... . Th .. <.!lId ... .\Iochnn f. vf C% " i,,/ Phil" .
ddp hi" 1681·/ 76 ,1 (C hal.d lI ilt , :'\. C ., t !l48 ), pp. 2:\n.243 .

si-n-d primaril y in withdrawal from polil ic:- and em phasis u~'n

: n'",,' charact eri-rio- wh ich ha d identified Friends as a "peculi.u
pI·ople." In its earl~ pha "'-,:; gr l'a t r-rnpha ... i:-. was placed on sor ial
rdol Ill: r-durnt ion, ...lanT\ and the ~ "n"(' uade. and n-mpcr.mrc were
am ong lllC" mo:-t im portan t ...ubjcct ... dealt with. Leaden-hip in the....r­
rnauers C;lIl1e not ....:1 much {rum institut ions such as tilt' Yearly,
Q uanerlv. or :\l ol1lhl ~ ~lI't· t ing... , o r from ~he' 1lt:\,I ~ founded ~l l'c·t ·

im:' for SJltrerin~ in Pcnnsvlvania and ;\c'\\ \ or k, a" fro m a [r-w

l't1t·l t.:d ir nu-mber... : John ,,'oolman and .\ nt hony Bt'm'l( '1 arc ,ht·
I1\ IJ't Iam..u ... of Ihl' '''l' l'arh n-Iormct .... Then- was lillie if all ~ conflic t
hrl\\t,, '\1 lhl"'" \\hl"'" prirna rv inlnnt H't'ult'd to Iw withdrawal fro m
Ihc' wor ld and strict ad herence 10 the ll i ~" i p l i ll t' a nd thos e , like
,,'oulman and Bcnczct, who placed grea t emphasis upon :-orial re­
Iorm : in f;1t I. the di~lindicl\l woul d ha ve bee-n r neaninul ec- to them.
Ch .1I :u t eri:-ti(·a lh . Friend- moved ... Iow I ~ and ca utiou-lv in their de­
mand ... Ihat errant me mbers r-onfnt m to the testuuonv of Truth .

But lht' -hork (If the .\ Illt' l'iCIIl Revol ution dest royed t he unit y of
tlu- rd nr m movr-rncnr . The Societ y hegan 10 -plit into IWO ron flict­
ing l,:HlIlp". X urnr-rous Frie-nds began In u 'je-ft t h~' t'xter~;a1 com rol
of Illt'mh..r... or m, ·t·ting:- and d aimed Ih;\t tht ' mner hght - Iht·
p" ' lll p t i tJ ~~ (,r Ihc·iT c'WII t"Il~__ i ~ I Jtt:~ \\ ;1'" Ihe (lnly truc' guide' tn
nmdut'l. ·" ht·..." Ill'l'ple I'llwl'/.:'cd a~ an idelltifi ;ll,k group alHlul lhl '
lillll' lhal Itil" "arl in rdormns pa~'nl from lilt' ~ rt' l lI' or Ilwir in llll·
('lltT ";lIIn\: Ihn threill('!wd 10 lake nmtrol of lilt' rdllrmatio ll.
Rp i, t;UH" to tnt '"if' drlll,ull.b (·alllt· primari l~ frlllll the more 1011·
...t'I \ .lt i\ e , orlh"do'l. lIlelllht'rs ''!In, ill their LC'al to plnot.'r\'e tilt'
un it \ of ItIC' Sneiel \ . be~all to in:-i ...t upon confor mity 10 th e accepted
T rll;hs. :lnd lhey ;;Jlpa~entl y though t that th l'Y \\TU' thl' hl·...1 jlld /.:t·~

(If \\ ha l lht ·,!, Trllths \\ nc ·..\kmlJl"r~ of lh i....l.:'Wlip ...tTmed to be l\1

Iht" majllrit~ in 1lI"...1 IIltTl ing:- : ;11 an y rate Ih(' ~ lJe~an 10 I N' tlwir
inlluell(e to brin .g about (llllfOTmil~ \\ ith in the ~J(" t' I ~ .

Tht: m,," im p"n aJII ~ing lt' in...{ru!ll('nt of cont rnl (on llihlliing 10
l'l\hndn'l.\ and ..tahiJit\· \\'a ~ t he :\ llTtin.L: for Stltft·rings. It c;nl\\th
;,... the gllidi ll,C; ;I,l.:'ellty i'lI thl' I'dorlll 1lI0\TtIlCIll \\;[ ... pnhap lIatlll';lI.
.\ It I'Xt' tu t i\ t' hod ~ Tep rt:.- t'llliug IIIC' Yearl ~ :\!t:elinc; ht'l\\ n'n ...e~...ioll"',
, III' :\!t'e-t ing for Su lkrinc:' wa" tnm pc''-'t 'd of melllhn~ "ho \ ,,'ft'

k;ldt"f~ of Ilwir (mn :\Ionth h am! Yearh :\!t'etim,"" Thl' ~ not flnl ~
had :2; rt'a t ill n U~ml· in ...hilpi,;g rMlllt ic'~ in II\(' :\It'c,t im:: ft'r "'or :-hip.



rapidly assu med a connnanding position and became O IH' of the
eolon ~"s lead ing poli tical figures, D urin,!.!; this same pe riod :\ Ioses
was a lso a leader in the fighf between New port a nd Providence m e r
the loctuion of Rhode Island College ( ll l lW Brown Univcrsuv ) . and
it was largely through his efforts that Providen ce acq uired the Col­
legc, In the ,struggle bcrween Enuland an d the colonies he supported
thr .Ymr- rir-a n ca use con,..istcntlv until he became a Fr iend in 1774:,
Ah houch he was thereafter nr-utra l in act ion. he was alway,.. pro­
American in tho ugh t .

" 'h ell :\ l u~es beca me a QuaktT he curtailed his business activities
and took lip the crusade against slavcrv and the slave trade which
the Sot'iny of Fr iends was conducrinz. T ha t beca me unc uf his main
interests for the rest of his life. If an y one man deserves the credit
fur the abolition of the sian"tr ade and slavery in R hode Isla nd , tha t
man is ~urdy :\ l o~{'s Brown. In his un rck-ntin g slnl,ggJc <l gaimt
slavery. an d his interest in numerous other s ocia l reforms. he was in
the tradit ion of John woolma n. whom he knew In reputation, an d
,-\ nt hony llene/ et, one of his contemporaries whom he knew as a
fr iend as \\TII as a religiolls colleague.

:\ Iose< interest in the Ian- of Friends cauuht in the tentacles of the
undecla red war between England and the colonies was of lon g stand­
ing', ,-ts early a.s December 1774, \Hitin g for the Xew Engla nd Yearl~

:\leeting, he commen ted that " It would doubtless lhaveJ been \1'1'11
had our Yearl y :\ !ee tin g a ppointed a COllllllittl'c for Sufferings, and
fur nished them fur the Rel ief of the Distressed , in this t ime of di lfi­
r-ult v. hilt it was not done." T he lack of an org anization and funds
ill Xc\\' England forced Friends there to ca ll fur help frum Philadcl­
phia . T he appea l met wit h a rebuff . " It docs not appcar to us," wrote
Israel Pem bert on , an influen tia l Friend in th e Q uak er city, " to he
time ~e t to send anyt hin g that will gin> cause to any to thin k we
apprmT of their cond ucr.' :" Israel t hou ght tha t gi\'ing as...istance to
people in Boston, cvr-n Friends in need. would he misrepresented b ~

7} [oh " J H[~dwt'n l ;lnd q~l..hJ C[~rp..nt.. rl 10 l sracl P"llIb,.,!on. [N" wpor t],
D"f', I, .\100.-. Brown 1',,1''''-' , mi , e. p"p,'r" K-All , Th,' .\l BP ~n' in th,' IH I IS
J.ih r;Hy, TIlt' kiln w;ls sig, ...d by j uh" I[ ~"w" rt " m l Cal~h C:" rp n 'l "r, bUl Ih,,")
hOld ll,rrd\ 100 ",h.. d up ;lnd p~ ,,, 'd Oil ~ ],-w 'r ",' 0 1 10 lhem by .\i o" ', , S,'" .\ ttl
10 j ohn " ildwt'n ~nd C;llt:b C"rJ-wnln, PlOvid""",', AUII; , 27 , 177 -1-, M BP, I I , 21.

' 1."II"r 10 Joh n Ih d ",,,, ,, C~kL Car p"" l"", and .\10"" Brown, j an, IIi. 1775,
.\IBP, Ini,1'. .\ ISS , B-8 I,t, lios I;, S' T ~ l,o j "hn Town<llt'n d 10 joh n P,'ml", non,
London, Sqlt , I I. 1775, Pl'l!,lWrlu n Papn , XX\'[ [ I, ,'j'I,
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~u~ ~s members of the :\ ltTtings for Su fTeringJ' th ey had the respon .
sibil ity a nd the powe r to scr- that these pol icies were obevcd hv the
Meetings and by the individual mem bers, In th is wa y th e reft:rm a.
lion became, to a remarkable dq~r('e, insti tutiona lized" th e reforma­
tion during an d after the revolu tion passed unde r the 'cont rol of the
M eeting : th e role of the individ ua l was subordin ated.

That the :\Ieet ing for Suffering'S cou ld be a n d fecti\'C instrument
to di ~ect t~e reformation was no t immcdia telv recognized, 1'\ot unt il
t he N ew Engla nd :\ leet ing was for med in I i75 and Fr iends sa w how
effert ive it cou ld be as an agenl'y for relief d id thcv rea lize how vai u­
able it rould be in ot her \\ ays. O nce aw are of its tl.:.cfulne.-.s, ort hodox
members quickl y put it to the service of their reformat ion, an d for
a lmost half a century. un til the Hicksin- separa tio n in IRD-28 , it
grea tly assisted in reta rding - it co uld not sto p - serious d ivisions
within the Societe.

T he man who provided inspira tion for the establishment of the
:\I eet ing for Su fferings and th e energy for th e relief expedi tion to
Boston was :\ Ioscs Brown of Provid ence." Brown was not a birt h­
right Quaker : in Inr t, he had been a member of th e SOI'i("t" for less
tha,n two ~:(~ar,s" He came to Q uakerism from th e Baptist' fa ith to
which a ll hISances tors ha d belonged. The first Brow ns came to Provi­
donee in J(UH shoulv after Rog'er \\' illi<lms fou nd ed th e colonv, and
from tha t day unti l this, members of the family han ' been leaders in
Providence and the R hode Island com munities. But Few , if anv. of
thr- successo rs of the first settler han ' cont ributed more to ilw ir
dcvr-lop mr-nr than :\Ioscs,

For the first ck-r-adr- of his mature life .\loses was a rrn-mher wit h
his thrr-e broth ers, Xicholas, J oseph, and John, of the fa mo us colonia l
shipping firm of l\ir ho las Brown & Co m pa n\", In addition to their
ext r-nsive com mercia l ar-tiviries , the Brown hr~ )t hers operated one of
the Iarg'esl -pcrmuo-ti cand le plants in .Ame rica an d hu ilt and man­
agnl a successful iron furnace, These and nume-rous other IJlISilles."
en t~'rp ri ,..excont ributed ,greatly to the economi c growt h of l'ruvidcncc
which: hy thc,'ime of the Revolu tion , had eclipsed Xew por t as R hode
I,..lan d s leadin g po rt. O f the four brothers, :\ [oses was the most
a(,tin' in polit ical a lfai rs, .-\ representat ive from Providen ce he ,..e-rvcd
for eig ht ~ ears in the Rh ode Island Genera l .-\ ~semhly where he

IITh"H> i, ~ , k" lf'h of his lif.. in Ih.. DAB, I II , 14fi-,H .
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thr- wor k of til(' ~ I ect in g: for Sufft'ring" it.'i r-rr-ating tilt' condition­
under wh ich Q uake rs w -uld remain loyal to their pri tld pk~ . But to
~ lo~I'!'o its most impor tant func tion in 177:1was tha t it could be u.'i(,d
to rvlievc /o:I'lH'l"a l.~ lI lTe ri n ,~ relief was no! 10 be restricted to F rien d s.
Of secon dary hu t by 110 men us of mi nor im po n an o-. was his hope
that -ruh ~cT1l'l"osity would increase till' re-putation of Quakers in the
t' \1"S of a ll Americans. Xcut ralism in 177S was hl'l.,';II11in g: to 1)('
a~st ,t'iatcd with T oryism : non-partisan relief would. perhap-. zo far
t n di-pcl this- notion from suspiciou-, minds.

b ell though :\ew EJl!::I;lIld Friends had e-tablishcd a ~I ("e t ing

for ='llffni n~, Fr iends to the sout h were still reluc ta n t to ;ll"t.
l:\ For

tl'" mon ths ~ I o:o.t·.'i time and rim e aca in ne-edled hi" Incnd- 10 se-nd
aid to Bo-tun, whk-h was 110 W not t;;l ly occ-upied hy tlu- British h ut
wa-, un de r sil'.l:"1' hy the Ame-rir-ans. In h i:.. co r respondence ~ I n~ ' s

emphasized Iht' idea t ha t rlu- motive for relief shou ld he one of
" lwnn'Olcnn' onlv." a nd that il should I", public ized as S ll( h . hccamt'
he \\ an ted to do ~s much as, he could tu convince people that Fr iends
\\Tl e not TOf\ in their attitude tm..ard the "commo tions." bUI we re
(('al h l1t'ulrai. In ,\ Ug:U!'oI, Thoma!'> La pham. jr.. cler k of the :'\e\\
EII(:: I~llld ~ It,t·tin g: for Sutlcrin gs. at ~I o'o('!o- ' sug ge-lio ll wrote to tfu­
Ph iladelphia ~ 1('I' lin.g rhat the dist ribution should ht' made 011 a
r ha ritahle ba~i~ on ly " to remove and p reve-nt t he J {' a i llmi~ which
havr - an N', Ill' m av a rise in t he minds of am', tha t is d isigned or
a plicd to ;lIIY o t l 1t"r :"I ~ The j\'cw Englamkrs wen- t'\ TIlI1\Ore explicit
in an Epi~ t ll' da tl'd Scp lt'mbl'f I~, in which tllt"y pointnlly remarked :

111 m far '011 lllt'an 10 fon ..id.·r other, . or "hl'tht'r to l11;1k.· an y prt'f­
n t'IUI ', '~I ' 1-;lIlll01 ~a \. hut \\ •. apprch('nd ~fl ll lIl(' ,U l to make no di , ­
tincti on of n'ligious ...xt, or politifal pa rl ~. " hi,h will ca ll"'" ca rt' in
th"...· whll di _lrihllt t' thl ' Donalion In ;nllid Ot:...a~ion of nlTrnee. and
indtt"d hum Ihl' mi~("(lIl ~truni{ln' of 'our Ch arilahk inh 'n tiun­
;lh t"ad\ llIil d . · that C ;lT" \ , ill ht· en';ll'" i~l u ' ;I ..cd in ordn 10 .. lOp till'
\ I outl;~ of tl](" t Tn\(lf ioll ~ nf ht' til ra r t·i l ·~ . l --,

\[ca n" h ik . in J uly 177':), the l'emhl'rt l)ll ~, finall y cOlI\'inccd h~

~ I "~ I< a r/o:: llllw nts. g-ot th t' ~ll hs(' ri pt i()m for thl' relid Ilf Mdf('fe rs in
:\"w EIlg: la nd un dn wa y ,lIld in a ~ hl1 rl t imc t lwy coul d lTpt,rt Iha t

" II.ra .-1 !'"mlonton 10 ~ t B , l' h iL,d"lphia . j ul! ' 1, ~tBr, m;'''. ~lSS. B.81 -4 . B<H
h . \ t inul n , P~lS , j un.' 2<1, p , CI.

H[p i_,l... Con lll,i ur... 01 :\t:Y~lS ,0P~I :" ; Pro \ id.·nc.... .\ " I!. 1t, :\F.Y\IR . :!t

1 --' :\ r.Y ~I R . 1>11 27<!'1.
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ot hers as approval of th e rebellious B ostonians, and there were plen tv
of Friend" who a.£:Teed with him..\ t (l~es was not discouraged by this
news, and continued to .~e lld reports to Philadelphia that Fr iend s in
Boston were ill need (If a~~i~ t a nc{'; help from the south woul d be
~ratdully accep ted." In .\ Ia rch. pa :",,,in~ along some lett ers from the
no rth to J oh n Pembe rton. ~ I o:<t"s noted that he would raise the sub­
ject of relief for sufferns in Boston .n the Prepara tive ~I eetin~ th e
nex t ....eck. " Friend" thin king: it best to do what is done for them as
a ~Icet in /o: and not as private mr-rulx-rs."!" In this way he a nnounced
Friends' intention in Rhode Island 10 go ahead with the relief rr­
ga rdl~.. of Philad elp hia Quakers' antipathy toward the Boston ians.

Philadelphia Friends \\tTI' a lso rel uctant to send help to B or-ton
because there was no o1Ticia lly cons tit uu-d )'In·tin l{ for Sufferill g:~

in New EI1.~la lld to hand le the money or supplies if tilt'}' we re sen t.
In J un e the )' !t-etin,g for S tlfInin/o:~ in Philadelph ia urged X t'W
England Fr iends to e!'otablish a perma nent comm in cc and to g-et up
a loca l subsc ription. T hen, if circumstances dema nded , the Phila­
d elphia ),It't,ting: wou ld " join our endeavors with yours in contri­
bution to their assistanc e."! ' Even before receiving th is sugce-tiou
from Philadelphia ~Irn.t.,. Brow n and other Friends had decided III
push a head: at Xewport on J une 9. 177S. eight da ys before Iht'
Ba ttle of Bun ker Hill. the Yearly ~keting esta blished a pe-rmanent
~I ceting for Su fr('r in~ with a commit tee of twenty-six mrmbcrs
drawn from vari ous .\ loll lhly ~ItTt i n .l:"s ill i'\e w England . The com­
mittee was to IlItTt 011(t' a mo nth nr oh ('J1t'r if the fl(~('d a rn~c _ ami
th e Yearl y .\II' ctin .~ T n ';\surn wa~ to supply the funds for its opt'r­
a tio n. l ::

~I~ was the comrniUt"I'\ mo.<.t t'nngetic and influent ial mem­
ber. He rapid ly lx'('ame the (Tnler of a wide corropondt'nce ;lIld

placed hi.~ stT\ 'ilcS and hi~ Illoue:.! fortune; at th e d i.~ ptlMl of tht" com­
mitt ee to twlp the poor. t lU' sick. a nd the pt.'P.'eculed Fr iend!', He saw

" \ h".... w.n in d o S(' touch ..·i, h rr i,·nd. in a nd .lhout Bo"on _ J ail..... Purin t...·n
to ~IB . L! nn . F,·h. 19, t7 H , \l Br . II . :!7.

I"Qllot,'d ill Cadhury . " Q ll" kn Rd id : ' II .

I lJbid. s ,... .',tlL", j . .\ t l'kn ·l, "~ , .... Enlo[l .."d \Juakns and .\I ilitar y S,·n ic,· in
rh,' .-\ ", n i,·an RI'\'ohllion," C h il ,f"n of Li~h l , I n }Jun or of flu lu l .If. } onu :x,....
York, IQJ 6 ) , PI>. 2-44.-4ti, for ;1 , orlll-wha t d iff{·r.."t c'xpla na tio n of lh ... ntah li,h ·
I1I"nl of Ih. · :\....- England ~ 1 "" l i " ,! for Snffc·r ings.

I~:\rw f.nl!land Yrarl y ~ l ,...t inl! R"co rd" p. :1I0; Ep i.lIr from :\EY~I ;0 1
:\.... porl. J un.' {1·I1, \l inUI.... l'hlladdphia ~( r-t"l i n,\" for S uff", inlo[ ', pp. 8·"
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th ought on ly of providing relie f (or sufferers within Boston. And in
December. altho ugh they knew that hund reds of people had left
the city during th e summe r and fa ll, Ihey did no t think their condi­
tion wa s ser ious: the ro rnrnincc's ('hid objective still was relief or
Boston. B\ lilt' time the small band ha d reac hed Gt'I\nal Washing­
ton 's headquarters in Cambridge circum stan ces W(Te suc h that a
change in pla ns was req uired . From what information they could
gathn :\I o~('s and his com pan ions con cluded that t ill' sn Trity of
renditions in Bo~ton had been t'xa/{I;:,e ra led or had im pro ved . In an y
fa~ thev wert' unable to get permiss ion from either General \\"ash­
ington or General HO\\ e to ente r the city. T hey \\ isdy decided to

di strihutr- their relie f funds to th e nccdv scattered throughout the
towns and villages no rth and south of Bosto n. Relief cou ld not have
rnmc at a mo re prop itious momen t. for many people were now in
desperate need.

Dur ing the eighteen day tr ip :\h)S('S and his Irir-nds managed to
g- i\"C away rhn-e-fourths of th e £2 •.')00 Law ful :\1 0I ll'~ they had
sta rted with , The dona tions were eighteen shillings on an 3\'n<!!-:e
to a fnmilv "lid would have been larger had th e committee known
in a(h'anc~ th e number of people in need . Three days after the
committee rr- turtu-d 10 Provick-nc'e. ;\ I (I ~('~ wrote lrttr-rs to th e I'r 1T\·
hcrt ons a nd to \\'illiam \fiboll gi\'ing them an unofficial syno psis
of the tr ip and rem arking to WiI~m that "T he name of Q uaker
though linlc known in these parts will he remembered and perhaps
some may no more think it reproac h."!" Israel Pem berton replied .
scndinc his nmgra tu lations on a job well done. H e had one mild
critici~~ : the committ ee had "been mu ch too spa ring" in the size
of the donations and he exprcs-ed the " hope you haw ere this ma de
a farther dis tribut ion as the poor people most certainly want much
in this W T\ cold season." The Pem bc rtons had at fir-t be en hesitan t
about ra isin g money 10 give to the Bostonians, bu t once they had
commiued th em-elves to the pro ject rhcv bcr-arnr- t ireless workers
for the r-a use-, and when it was 0\'( '1" t hey knew how 10 use th e result s
to g-ood adv ant age. Israel wrot e a lon g lett er to :\Iose, tdl ing him or
the critici...m that had been leveled at the project in the beginning.
a nd how it had Iw:en quieted by thc news of thc mi...., ion's succe...... .
" We had before obtained from Will iam Wilson a copy o( thy lett er

l"~ I B 10 Will iam Wilson, Pro \,id..n...., J an_ 2, 1776, uu..r Book, W ill iam L.
Ck m..nu L ibr;" ) ',, II is r..prinl ..d in Ca dbury, " Quak..r Rdi..r; ' 54-57.
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a sufficient sum had been raised to send to the commit tee for di...t ri­
bu tion. " Ir is not our intention," they wrote, " to lim it the dis tribution
to the membe rs of ou r own or any other Religious Society nor 10 the
pla ces of their present or former residence. It seems proba ble many
who never lived in Bm·ton may lx- as proper objects as those who
haw ." Itl The priu.i pie of non-sectarian relief wh ich ~I OM'S and ot hers
in l"\ew En g-land had r ailed for from th e heg"inning" had finally been
ado pted by Friends in the middle colonies. n~: Kovc;""ber nvcr £4.000
l' cn nsvlvania ('urn'fl('y had been raised. " T here was some disagree­
mrn t O\"Cr how mu ch of th is sum sho uld be forwarded to X('w Enz­
land. Some m embers in Pen nsylvania a nd N ew J erst"Y ~feet in~

were d ead set a.gai n~t S('nding a ny money at all. In ad dition to doubt­
in,g th e wisdom of distributing relief to non -Quakers. especially to

~~ton rad ical". thev ha d bee n fr ightened by a recent experience of
the ~fennon i l cs in the we-te rn part of the colony who had raised a
large sum for simila r pur~ only to have a t rea cherous treasurer
a pplv it to military p urposcs.!" Fortunately th e ma jority of th e mcm­
has were convinced of the necessirv of support ing th e project , and ,
finall y, the Philadelphia ~ I ceting (or Suffer ings decided to sen d
half the amoun t wh ich had been raised - £2.000 - to Xew Eng-.
land.•\ loses ad vanc ed c.')on of his lIIone y for the ca use.

TI l(' original subcommi ncc to distribute the donat ions was a p­
po inted on :'\ow mb('r 2 1 a t the :\In 't ing (or Su fferings in Provid ence.
It was mad e up of ~( o.""-"S Fa rn um. Isaac Lawton . Da vid Buffum .
Theoph ilus Shore, J r.. an d j erem iah Hacker. By Decembe r, when
preparat ions for the pilgr image had finall y been completed. all the
members except Buffum ha d been forced to withd raw because of
illness or b usincss. In the ir place, were a ppo inted Thomas Steere.
Thomas Lapham . Benjamin ..\ m old. an d :\l~s Brown. The com­
mince members left Providence on December 13 expecting to be
go ne onlv two nr three da vs: thev did no t return home un til
Dt'cernbe~ ~9 . . "

During th e planning phase of the rel ief movement Fr iend s had

Hlh ra('1 P..rnbe-rton In ~I B , Philadelphia , ;-';o\,. -I, MBP, l1li,,'. ~I SS , H-Il l-l ,
II.." fi, Set' Ih,' " PV.." I dis lrih" t..d by Ih,- l' ~ f S , J uly 7, 1775, reproduced in Cad ­
hu rr, "Quak l"r Rdid," ("rinK p. -17.

I' Mi nu t,-s, PMS, pp. 37.4 1.

I ~hr"d P..m!x-rton 10 ~IB , Pbiladd pb ia , ;-';0" . 4, ~IBP. misc. ~ I SS , S-8 14.
&,, 6.
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10 him" repcrt inc the trip. he in fonned ~IO!<S, and had made' several
c,llpi~ ?f. it and sent them to mt't'lin~ "which ha d not proceeded in
Su h:-cnhmg to the Ccn tribunon, intended for the poor in vnur
Coumrv and as a Summary of a ll the intelligence we han rece-iwd
i~ 110W directed to II(' sent to o ur qua rh'r1y and month ly m er -ti nes."
b rad was q uite xure that the "Summarv' wou ld st imula te "those
who ha n ' not ~lJ h~rr i l)("d and . . sornr \\:ho had no r cnnt j-ihutcd so
frn'ly'- to o pe l! the-ir purses wide. "Friends in gelltTal are we ll sat is­
Ivr-d ami some of us ;" he continued.

who \\ l'n' prindp;llI)' ronccrm-d in the 1Il(J\-in~ fo r a nd promoting:
th r- ""' I"\·io'. an- roufirnu-d with thankfulness in the ao-ura nce, that
!hl' ti m e and , -al~'l ' o f o u r "nl!ag:inl{ then-in was rig:ht Thl' peoplr
In g: t'nna l "'fJ"Tlall~ the 10\\I'r cbs. art' much disrn-s -r-d __ .\lam-
lu-rr- !lave ohj'T!I'd to th.. rourrib u rion hn'au"'" it \"" not limit...d
10 IXlflr Friend-. I alii 'oI'r'1' to find such narrow -oul-, among u-.

hul wC' IIlU,1 la bour tn k"l'p unin-d as much as JlO!', ihl., in ;t1 1ou r p ro­
1"t'C'd iul!' 1,.ptTi;IIIy ill 111..'(" p"riliou. tinn-s and when tlw full ao-ounr,
r-ome- o f tln- di -tributjon, no doubt it will apPC'ar thai Fri l'nds as \\1'11
a, other. havr- parr akr-n of our dOIl;Jtion." The dt'ar illll·ltig:1'1H ma ll­

m-r you havl' olNTn-d in k'TpinJ.: Ihl' accounts is Iullv sa tisr;lr\ o l"\- .
as it is now 10 .rl I that thr la.t mow')' was se-nt and l,hl'll' your nwnil ;g:
info rms our, Ih :lt more i. wanting ;lIld s,'lId tlw fa nhn an'llllTlts of
tilt' distr ihut ion tn (o nn'y you a fanhn supply, a~ tben·' . a n >ilsid'T­
;Ihl,' SU Ill rt'lllainill g: in our Tn'a.unT'. ha nds and mo rt' n'ming in."'''

Pem be rt on also nO(('d Ihal somt' o f t he ncw.!opap'''-s had printed
accOUIll~ o f tht" dis tr ih ution a nd he H'marked to 'fo~ thai " Somt:
farther hints of thai kind in o ther papt'n might not be Illlst.·a~nabie.

if rig-htly ~i\"("n for thnc a rc ma n y hert' wh o deny anythill,~." Ckarh
Pem be rton full y rc('(l~izcd the im porta nce o f the relief eXh' nded t~

thl' Bo~tonians as a nU'ans o f 'oI lfte u in.l.":" niticism aimed a t Qllakcrs_ ~ l

This m o tlYC hal> , to a d egree. alwa ~ s hc.'en pre'ent in QUil kcr rel ief
wo rk.

T h ro ug ho ut 1IIlJ.'t o r 1776 th e 'Ic't-l inJ.: for S\lfreri ng~, lind," Mose;'
dirtTtioll, nmtillllni to di_\tribute donatiom to sufferers in XI'W En g­
la nd . He headed all/)thel" CXpt'ditif)ll "wl'~twanl and Aort hward"

~"F,-h. 2, 1776, ~lIl1' , mi'e P~P<"r', K.,\H .
::11.rad P"'nh!·,lon WfOI,. 10 ~fo,,-~ on M.l\ 8, l i i ti Ihal Ih.· rdid " ork h.. h~d

don,- wa. a "M"rvif"" holh 10 tl ,,' d i" " -, ,, 'd p;oor and 10 oflC' n th,' E,,·. and 'Ofr"n
I h~' h~ ;l.n5 _,!r son... I ~al " Trf" p , ,-j ud in 'd all:ain' l lo r W<ln l of knowillll: ..~ an d o"r
pnnClpln . ~IBP. nust:. ~I SS, B-8H _Box I;.
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from Boston . and th is time donatiullS a veraged thin v-tw o ~hi llillt:'_

for each Iamil v. T he commi ttee aid ed ab out 160 more families in l-t
Im\ ns with in ;1 di ..tanrr- of 40 rnih-, lIf B oston..\ t tht· end o f the tri p
~ Iosc's had 1IC'{\\lT1I e GO a nd Ci O Lawful .\ Ionl"~ and he wrot e
Frie-nds o n Xumuckcr tellin g them to d raw Oil him fll' th at a mount
if there \,,'n' an ~ families in m-..d . Ad d it iona l 1Tl00lt'y n-o-ived Irum
Ph iladel ph ia 1\ as ~(' lIt to ro nUniU(TS in Sakm a nd Lynn to he d is­
tr jhuted at ' larbldH'ild. Cl pt" ..\nn . Fa lmo uth. and orhcr town- in
t fu- area. Sll lrc'ITr~ in Xew port and Pbmourh wet'r- alsll .l.":"i \ l·n as- i-t­
ana.::: By xcpu-rubcr, £ J , I~I:I Lawful .\ lolli'y had II('c'l1 rere-iv r-d
from Ph iladelphia and a lmost the «mir e amount had lx-rn disrribun-d
10 about 7110 people by the :Sew En g:land ' It-l''t in.l.":" for S uffl" r int:'•.

The rlca r delailed reports o f the dis rrihut ion.. that ,, (.....·s ecru to
the- Philadelphia 'keting for SulTnin.l.":"s were im po rta nt: th('~ di-­
pelled anv apprch rn-ion- tha t m;llI ~ Friends had had about supple­
ina Iund-.: t ht·y -vrv cd il ~ modcl-, for report.. o r ..im ilar (ullin ' projl'fl ..:
a nd tht, ~ provided histnrians w ith im po rt a nt -ource man-rial for
-rudies of Quaker humanitarinni-m.F' The praise which .\10:-1"
received from his Friends in Philadelphia wa. \\1,11 deserved . "llu­
I't'lll l lt' rto ll ~ henceforth roru.iden-d hi m 10 he Iht· 1110.• t reliable_
trustworth y, and princip led Friend ill :Sew En,gla nd ; t hey directed
1Il0 ..t of tht"ir lor n',' I)fllldenn' co un'rIl ing alTairs of thl' Societ y to
him. _-\l t hOll.t:h he had h.,t·n a nwm hn of t he Sotit,t y for If"s.~ than
tWtl ~('a rs . Ihc'IT \, a. no t!(lubl nfl\\ ;lbo.lUt h is po siticlll as tilt" ll'adin g
(luaker in Iht' !lorthcTll roilln i e~. H t· wa~ ~J \\ell tholll.:'ht of b~ tilt'
!t-;ldeTS in I'hil:lddphia tha i he \\ 01 .. ill\-itl·d 10 \'isi t t1wm illld rer d ,,'
their than h p'·N lIl all ~ .

In a I.ug- c· nwa.ure t hc problnn of pl m "idinc: relit"! for sutrert'r~ ill
:\' ew Engla nd flU an t"xtl'n~ive \(";t1e wa~ ~h ("d b~ r irn lms lallles
llt'yonJ the l'n" tT o f Quakers 10 omt rol o r \''''n tn in flUl·'ll'e. I n
'IaHh 17ill Ct·lIt·ral HO\\ t' d tT id t'd Ihal Boston "a~ not \\fJrlh t ilt"
san ificf" it \\ould ('('..I to hold . }It· loa d ,'d h i~ arm~ and 1,100 T o ri!'s
O il Adm ir al ."ihuldh;]m·~ ships and sai led Ollt o f th e harho r. le;\\ im::
Ihe tm, n 10 \\·a..h i ll ,J.~ to Tl · s Iriumphant Amer ican a l m y and a jubilant

~::I ~f B I IO Jo" " , h<l n ~fan ' y . Jos"l' h ~ l ildH'11. <l nd W illi" m Rnll 'h , 1'lOvid ~ ll"' ,

~l "r. 13, ~ I HP, ,\,,, tin ~ISS. Ill , ' ·lIi' lo rl nr Fr i"nd , '" S,'" " I", ~f ; n \ll ,"" r~ I:- .

F,'b. 15. pp. 61_1;4 ; .\1-'1'. 4.1-'. il.

::al"ad P"lllh.-rl()n 10 ~IB . Ph il ~ddllh i " . F,'b. 20, li'I,. ~IHr, lUi,1". p ;' ,,"' "
K -\Ii_
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populace..\~ the war mu\cd ~"lHh rundition- in ~ t·\, Lnuland 1111­

proved. (:'\('11 fo r (l ua k('T~ . There- werr- rime- when the \Ie'cl ing for
·..,ulTni ng:- h.ul to runu to lilt' aid .ICf'l"H or di~ITl'~~'d Friend-, pa rti­
c li l a rl ~ during: the "nne winu-r of lii7-7R. hut Iur ti ll ' remainder
of the \\ ar t Iwy fa n-d a bout Iikr ti lt" . nhe-r mem ber.. o f ti ll' nJl11111UIl itv:
ill Iac t, t l ll' ~ miuln han' bee n lx-tn-r lIfT lx-cnu-e of 11ll' \\ t" lI-nrganiJ.t"d
,~~ t (' 1l1 o f pow n-Iicf tha t upr-rau-d ill cach :\I llll thl ~ .\k("t ing.

Dur in.1!; till' I.al th e .\le (·li n.c: for Sllff(Till~" d id 111 11 resuirt it"
;u ti"i tie" to Il l(' nlief of Frit'lHb: it also served .j' ,. n-uionu l ext-r u­
tin' ounmino- to secure for (.2 l1akn .. cxcmprion from militar y
service and [nun 1ll1l[l("Y paynll' I1l" ill lieu of pcT~Hl a l ,,!'nin', c\ft t"
17iti it devon-da larue pari nf it-, rime tn pr~·r\ill .l.;: t he unitv of tilt'
'ocil'ly b~ e-nforrinu the J)i~('iplilw :1I1l0m:: the nn-mlx-r-. and it­
w"rk wa.. r nr rir-d rOT\,ard h~ a (c-w individual,.. I,r »hom ~ Io~e~ wa-,
the mo-t ((JIl~pj( W'II".

~I IN~ UI ( J\' lI ' ~ d ia r ~ i~ in tlu- ~ liln\N ripr c"nn rion "f "lhe- RII< .d r­
l-Iand H i~ lll r i t"al ~)('i('I~ Librarv and was ralk-d 10 1Il ~ at tention b~

~ I r . C larh o ll Collin". It ha- hn ' lJ tra m n ihed (rom tlu- o ril.;:inal and
j" her e prin ted in full for the first rime. a lthuuuh lilt" hrirf ~unllnar~

o f it made h~ Hl''' \\ lJ and -eut to Frit'lId" in l' h il.uklp hia earl~ in
.J ;HlUar~ 177G h ; t ~ 1)(" \,1I printed. Tlu- add resses pn' ~(' lltnl t il (;t'llt'ral~

\ra~h i ll glon and 11 0\' ('. 11](' kll (· r" .~ (· ll t 10 J a m n R ; I ~ lIlor a nd Eln-n­
rvr-r Pope. and f raL;:IlWllb of addili"na l r-orrcspondem e n 'lat ing tn
rhc expedition Itan- a b-o lx-en pu blished d;.(>\\ IWIl·.

The mau u-cript i" in a -mall. unbound . home-made notebook
aborn /1 x I inrhr-, . containing ~iX1tTIl num h...-u-d pacI'". In ('di lin c

tilt" IJricinal ~pdlillL: and pllm matinn han' been n-mincd I"x("('pl in
a ft'w ca~I'" period-, and ('apital 11'lIn~ han' ber-n -upplicd when­
l he~ an' oh,'ioll~l~ needed. :\ ~ wa- t'lI~tllll1ar~ in that da ~ Brown
n-e-d a cH'al 1Tl ;111 ~ ;lhhre,ial i' Jm in ,'riling hi-, ;11 '1"1111 :11111 Ihc'"( '

han.' been n,p'lIltkd.

SII ,,,,I ,,'I· "I .\1""" B~"", ... 111;"1,, h~ \ \ illi.nu 11 " I1 r1 Br""ll ill
IIl.U \\1" '11 .\1,,,," "'" !lill"II ·!i,,' 1",'1" "Id. I I i, '"l'n iml"""d ,," .1

Io-Iln ,h"I, ill ~ .\ 1",," Ilr""Il', . il:II.' IIIT" _""I h'"llh"il inL: , 11" , 11 II ... . illu.u
"II" ,,,,, I ",,'JII,"ri l" ,' ". ill , Il!" "',,,i<-\,' , " ,II<- ,t i" l\' .
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l. It h of 1 ~lh mon th I ii5. Set IIf wit h David Buffum 10 J)i~trih l ll {'

th .. Don ations !>I..1lI hy Frcind- in Pennsylvania a nd AC\\ I n 'SCy.
Thoma ~ Ste er , "lhoruas La pham a nd Benjamin Arnold i met us at

\ L\:\"l"S b ~ Appuntnu-n t. after Dinner wen t to Gays and Lodged.
J·lth .u h day W tT k. Hrenkfasted at and whetu to Caim hrid.gf'
<Inti Waited O il Gcm-ral \\" ;I.~h i l1 gton~ with rhc Addr ess from O ur
\!t-el ing: for th e Sll lTning-~ . H(· n-cciv rd ll ~ kindl ~ BUI he ha \"C in c:
math- a R ille to Let III1I1C into BO!-lUn cxn~p l a ma n or his \\"ife- that
had bee n scpcnated. th e Sm all pox 1J(' ill.C: there a nd a J,~rea l many
p o t ol being lately se nt (lut,l a nd Apprehend ing Ou r Intent ion might
ill e'Ml<1 _\ le;lsllft' 1)(" Accompli-bed hy Send ing into !'olllllC of out

fric'nds 10 meet u~ un the Lines to ElTt'c·t which he would do allYthing

q h.. fOll l' m...n ...,.,.. hom Smithfi..ld. R hod ... hland wh...... rh .., "n" ",,·mh..·n
of Ih.- "!onl hh "" ·<"I i" lII . Buffum. d... ....ndrd from Onr of th,' old.... t Quak...
b tl iii," in th ... ,ol" n' , " a ' a l ifd onlt m ini . t..r in Ih.. Soc i... t , ;.nd on ,' of tho'
OI'o:i,,,,I I,,,·ml ..'n of lh .. :\"..... Eneland M"" linlll for Sulf..rin~., a pmition h.. held
nn lil hi. d...a lh in 182'1. In 17<11 be mov ..d 10 :\"" wport an d I><>ra", .. a ",..mlJ<. r of
111<" R h"d,' 1. la nd " l ' .... l'''~ at POl t, ,,,,, " th. II" ;, ,,d ~ l o.,", w...... lif.-lo"o: fri"nd,
and workl'd tOlwlhre on many "ruj,·n., "" la My anti-slanry kll i. lal io" and lh ,'
f",md i"ll of 11.,· Fr ;" "d ~ noard in lll School. I" ;o dd, ti"n to Ill<" man-einl in t h.. ~1 0''' .

Hm..." Papt·n in Ill<" Khod... "la nd H i' lo ri,-a l SOt'i..ly lO" rh io lll on his lif.. S/>..
Urprr" nf,,'i ,'" .\1 ..n and Old P" mili... 01 RJ",d.. Illa" d IC hir a o:o, l'lOS ) , I . 571.
,. ud .\1.."'o,iall 01 DUU1Ud F . i.."dJ 01 S .." , f ;" l!l" " d r ..nrly .i f alitl t! ( Prcvid e n..e.
18~1 \ . pp. 58·61. T h" ll .... St ..... r... , J r.• was aho an orill;iu..l "wtllh.. ·r 01 th .. :\"..w
Enelnnd "1...·l ln l{ for 5ulfrein~•. II.. wa. arti,'" in th .. ant i.s1aH!"1'- rrmad" and
...." a ,trono: Innp...a" ..... ad voca e... . II i. falh ..r had hr(On aClh-.. in polilir al affairs.
''' '''inll a. a n" ·IIOI..·r of th., T own Counc il in Smi lhfidd and a. a. d rpul\' in Ih O'"
G .-n..ra l .h ....mhly. RJ."d.. f Jl" " d C" I"" ,· Rao.d" \" . 6-l. 8.'i. Ifi6 : \" 1. -l32 . 578-7<:1.
Thoma . l.3 pha rn ..'a ' d ..rk of th .. Sm ithfi.-1d " l onlhl y "1"" line for '''an and On.'
" f th...·.. rh I.."d... u in th .' ao ti. sla H "· mov..m"OI in Rhod .. leland . In 177-l h..
h;.d hr"n appoinl..d to tI,,· fa mous Y..."rly· ~ 1 "" l i n g (:o,,"o iu..... ..harg..d wilh
aci l.ni n l/ auin .l .lawn ' in th .. C ..n..ra l .\ ",",,,h ly. R ..p' f"'iu .\1"1 " " d Old
f '" ", i l " , 01 Rio",,,. Jd" " d , I , 101 : " Ia ry W. p,·dhalll. ..Con rn iOllI John Lapham
a nd -.om, · of h i. Or ,, -r ndant , ... ;' "I S in th r Rill S. lkn jam iu ,\ m old had hr.. n
"Illl'lo"'d hy :<; i,-hol;.. n rnwn & COlIIlMny durinll Ih.. 17tiO.. wh..n " Io,,'s wa,
p:" I ow ,wr of Ill<' rOlul';"'y a nd durinll; II!<' K"\'ol" tion Iw work"d for " os ....

~ \\·a'h'lHHon had 1"""0 ,·I<-<'I,·d un;",illl"u. l~ · I" II". C onl ' n" "I ;.1 Conll;H'" fh,'
I" '"' io"s J um· 10 <"o11l1nand ,\nwriean for""' . j",,, ,,,,11 ollhr e,mlill,"I,,1 C""l:rrJ' .
II . "I. l k arr;v,'d in Ca,,,hrid,!, ' on J" t.- :! 10 tak,· romllland of Ill<" lroop' whirl.
h;,d la,d ,i,'O:" I" H,,,ton follow in,! th .. l\;o ll l.. o f Bunk.... H ,ll .

Si n :<;on ·llO h,·, OV"I' 350 poo r k it B.-" lon and in D,·« ' ml..., ""nih ... 1.'i0 d ..­
l>;lll,·d. T h..y ", '·r... nOl for ....d 10 k a\-... or .... ·1Il OUI, hul kh of Ih... ir 0"" fr ..c
.. ill ,lf l<' r C ..nnal tl o.. ,· lI;aw hi, p.-rmi..io n_

[
I
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lu- co uld. W(' concluded to adopt that method and lk sirein g- leave
10 W rite Gcm-ral H ow ' and I n d clS(' him a Cop~ or Duplic.ue of the
. \ddn-~ ~ which W(' had and a Letter 10 james Ra vrnor a nd Ebe nezer
Pop!"" which he concerned 10 and p roposed our ~ht'winJ::: what \\t:'

wrot e to G enn a) Xathanacl G I' (' C' l lt' lI' as if h e approved of it it wa­
likr-lv he should and ~o perhaps ~l\,(' 1I~ t he T rou ble of a n Alteration
which \ H ' a pprovcing. \\' a il t'd tilt Nnrhan act a nd the-n- \\' rotc' t u

j .unc- Ramor and Ebenezer POpt' ;t~ fo llow~ viz - and a ll~o to
(;I'n(':"a l How i nd<lH'ilt~ th e :\ It't't in .c:~ Add re.....~ to him an d the Letter
In Pope and knvmor. as follows V il ' P rese nt in g th t'~I' 10 General
Wa_~h in~toll ill 111(' evening and he a pproveing Directed his Aid D c'

Camp 10 I lldll~ ' th(':,<" in the mornin.c: t o G enera l Ward a t Roxbury
\\ith an O rder for a flagg-.' W t' dined a t Xarhanac l G reens where
wa~ J .1mN- \1. Vernon" and ~'n'raJ ot her O fficers and in the t'our'o('
(of Conversation Grt'l'n seemed 10 :\ I ann i f~t an Ind ina t ion that
I, rie-nd- should Kn ·p to their Rdi g: io ll ~ Principles 1101 with..tanding

"~; r \ \-ill ia m 110..'" . ur ....,od..d G,·n..ral Thor",,, ( ; ;' IIl''' ... ,·olllrn"nd.-r nf Rril i. h
Troo l'~ ill .\ tllnir;, in Onohrr 1775. H... '· " a<" ua t..d Boston in " la r..h Ii7 ti. hrfor..
Wa, hinl1 10n could laund ' an al1a,·k to (';.p l ur.. th.. ..ily . pror",'din!!" fir" to H al ifax.
;<;,,,"a Seotia and II,.." 10 :<;rw York. Onl' ;1 Ih"u,and lopli.l ' kft no <ton wilh
Il " wr .

:o[ h'T w.-r,· ,,,r ,,, l ...r. of rh .. S(..·i..tv of FI·;.-r,d , l ,\·in ll' in Bmlon who had writt .."
10 h in';ds in Khod,' (, l" " d ;ond P,' n ~ .yh- a n i;, ahoul c-"udilio". in lh,' c ily.

"(; " .,.",. " -a' Irom Warwi..!... R hod ... Island "'hnr hr had I><·..n a m..mber of thr-
Sor i.-l\' of Fri..nd . unt il 1773 h,·o hr had b.·,·n r..ad Oul of Ih.. "I....tin!!" 1m
..no:ao: ;no: in tllilit;, ~ ,,<"( ivil i -\ llhou lll h rril'pkd he had brrn rkr l..d a brigadin
11' -1'1 ...;,1 10 conuuand rh.. <tat.-' , troops " y th .. R hod .. hland r...n..ral ..\~mbh- in
J Un<' Iii,,; lat in th .. ' am.. month rh.. Con tin"ntal (:ono:r.... drn d him to th ..
san... r",nl in Ih Contin..m al arm\", "I"""s aod Cr«n.. had known "e h ot h... fOT
\t-;"'. D.~B, \'11 , 5tiQ. 73.

;Th.. kiln i' l'ri lll"d in C"dbur~ . "{Ju"l ,.. K.·lid: ·

' _\ft ...m as Ward had h.·..n ..I..c·u·d b~ COIIl{r.." 10 b.. th ,' h ..1 M a jo r (;..n..ral in
ll,.. .\m" rira n _\ tl m, II .. was G"n..ral a nd COlllmand.-r- in-Chid of Ih.. "".."'­
"hu.n " !rool'" and -h;.d "'·..n in romlll;,nd of th .. Ro,tOT\ . i'·ll'" h.-fOl'f \\';H hinglon
au ,. ,·d . D.HI, X IX. .us.ts.

" " '0""' "",;,nt 1"'1" J,HI1'" " t ilrlH'l1 \ ' ;lI llUIU . ('olund of ll,.. 1'1 K" ,!i"" 'n l , R hod.'
Island ! nfa tll n . B", n in D ra"ul. " ! a" " d ll,,, ·t l' . Varnum anrnd,·d H an -ar d . l,u l
"';1, r"p,'lkd ;~ 17Ml fullowin,! ' Iud"nt diwrd' ·r'. a nd finisl,..d h i, ,·duealioro ,,(
KI,od ,· b b nd C"ll , ' ~ " (uow Brow n Uni""lsi h ' ) in Warn 'n wi,..,,' I" , IIl'rad,,;oI"d
...ilh hono r< wilh Ih... li" l cia" in 17ti'l, .\ 1 lh.. eOUlm'·n....rnr" l r Xl"l' ei... s he
dd,-nd ,'d th ,' Ih... i, lhal .-\llll"Ti('a .hould nOI I><·..om .. indq)< 'nd"nt aithoulll'h i l i.
do ubl ful lhal h, ' spok... with mu ch '·nlhllsia .m and prob,,""- ..-ould h"".. prdnr..d
10 tal..,' Ih.. 0pl>o.itr .id ,'. DAB. XIX , 277 . 78,
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hi~ I ll-part er J M~ i n .l::" i f I h t' ~ did a nd medk-d nut ill lilt' Di-pun- h~

promotinz of I';l rlic'~ ('U' they wou ld meet wi th prot('rt i~Jn from bo th
but if thev d id n o l tlwy must EXptTt 10 suffer. And nn \ tTlIOIl -pcak­
ing ~ IIlH:t hin~ f;I\·ouri n .~ l nde-pend cncv and my manife:'<ting my
-entiments thai \\(. o ught and I hOJX'd everv OIH' Did that \\I'n '
principle... in Ihi!'> unhappy cuntrover...y ) to keep ~ n Eyl" to a 1'1' ;1(:(' .

able Lnion a nd not th ink (If fndcpcndencv. which from some rrr ­
cumstancc- the pl:tlpll' of Engla nd had too muc h reason to :'<u!'pt.'{(
pa rticularly (or .\ <la01"{.... I.I·lIl'T ctc.!" Lpon which Cr('('11 jnilwd
and -aid h;·!W!l·jHl! in Ihc·!X"ginnin.l.': of rhi ... Unhappy \\";Iff no 0111'
Entertained SIHhan Ide-a but if Ihe ' Wan Continued he C(luld not
prumise [or tlu- ( :Iln~-q ue lln' rtr- . ,

\\"r ronvr-r sed ~OIlW upon the probahilitv of g:1:1l1llf,l: Leave III c' ;nT~

or send in som r- Ire-h prO\'i~ion~ for the poor sick etc. lOwhich VCTIIIlIl
-cr-med to CCllllenl Sa\ing: if Cencfal 1I0 \ '!': would gi\'1: hi,.. \\"ord
it ~hollid he ni~trihutc'c.l <lmllng the sick poor et r- it could be depended
Oil. (;rCTn -aid l .iule hut lInlilh dav morning the l Sth lIavid Buffum
and Ill\ ~df heillg: willin!.! 10 .go Ih;ou.gh the Trouble of buyin g and
~e.-ndin~ in pmvisions ;m'd Ri-que nf Con-equeucc from the pc.-uplc· if
\q" IIIUk! ,gc' l the (;c'ne.-ral~ Pnmi"..ion \ \"e " 'a ite.-d on Thorn;I' \ I imin
QlIartnllla~te.-r l.nwra l to ,\(h' i~ wit h him uplln Ihe ~ubjl'n , Ill'
~e.-m('(110 Expn'"'' a \\ illing-lIe~.. in hi!'> o\\n ,l(TOlllll h ut tho ughl a~

(;('nna l \\"a!'hingtllll \\ a~ a !'lTain.ger and it mi.c:ht gi\'e otfelHT 10
Ihe pe'(lpll' ah houl:h h i ~ Humanil~ wCH,ld make.- him " 'illin!.! ~ e l hi'
t hought il would Ill' .\ Uc'lUled wit h ~ur h Diffic'ult i('!' t hat \ \ T COII­
d uded Upoll Ihl' \\holc' to Drop Iht' furth CT EndeanJn'to EtTen il.
;lIId Thol11 a~ StlTr. Th(,nla~ In, ph am and Da\id Buffulll ~t' l otT for
R ()xhur~ to gc't ,I Oa.c: and ~c'nd il "hile Bt'njamin .-\ m old a lld I
1\I'nl tll " 'a tl'T!'lo \\ l! \\ hc'rc' Iht' .-\ "' embly \\a~ ~e ltil!.c: to g('t fUll lwr
I lltelli.c:('nt C' InptT ling Ih(' poo r I n ha h i t ;mt~ of Bu~tn l1 alld C hatl \"!'­
10\ \11 , " '(' ~I' llt in to thl' Srwakt'r with " 'h lloIll I had ~(l ITH" .\ cq lJ a inl'
ann ", ( J amn \r;llTt'n ) Ill' came hut nul knowin g: !-() well a~ " 'illi;lIl1
Coopn tilt' IUWI1 CIt',k of Uu~toll and now a \ Iemher (If A~~c ' l11 hl ~

hI' Ca1l'd him nut who ga\T U~ a minul e of Ihe :"allle~ ett uf lIlt"

1" 11". .. ,kl.,t".,. i. tn tl,.. k t" 'n Ihat J ohn Ad,,,,,, '\T olt, to hi. ", if,·, ,\ hi ll;ilil,
'm d to j "",.., Warn 'II. ;n j"I~' 1775. ,' nd whith fell in lo Ih.:- hands of tl ... Ih it i, h
in Ro~ton ho p"hl ist".d tI"'m..\d,lIn' ,·xpr.:-, d hi",st']f in t,'r",. Ihal I,,[t no
dOll!,t wlln h,' ' 100.1 l'OIll'nninll in tk p<'" nd,' n and hi, vin... h" d abru ...d "'''II)"
1'''''1'1... who "" 'I" "o1 ~ .· t I'n'll"rHl to h.-.'ak with Enlllanu.

Committee of rhc prm"ilitT to IIl ~pc,rt and Take r-are of them as t h (' ~

ronu- out of Bor-ton. \\ '(, all!-( ) ~aw J I I~c'ph Palmer run- flf the Council
lO whoom I n-ad thr \In' l in ~ for SulTc'rin .!.!~ Add n-», to the Ge.-nera l~

which he approvinc olfr-red any ;l ,,~ i "t ;l IHT anti kindlv Envitcd us to
hi, Lod t:' ine;!' .' l I de-ired if lit' ,t:'0t ,Hl ~ particular In te-llizcnce 01 an ~

Xeft'~~iloll~ to Communicate it tll j erem iah Hacker of Salem, T n
Return lO the En'ning: a t Camhr idt::t' , \\{' \\l'ft' un able tll act an~

Be'<b OIl an ~ of the HOIN'~ there. hl'inc much r rowded and had ttl
I.od t::e.- in a Room h~ the fire' with ollly an old undr-rbcad of straw
covered with a blunkctt for : ~ of us ClIIC" onl~ ha d a blanket on the
floor, another. on a ben ch witho ul an ~ cover inc bUI our grea t ccun-.
Howr-vr- r I lay Quicrlv althouch without much Sleep and ihouzlu
it has a prr-pararion of u-, 10 ;1 suita ble ,,~ mpal h~ for rlu- poor w hr-rr­
\\1' \\{'ft' to \ ' i .,~ i t and l nb-crvvd IIIm~ companion» it \\a~ :\ I'c~~ar ~

fur u-, to partake of the SlIfh'ring~ c,f the "lim e-, for that purpe l!'C, \ r t:"
were milch better oil than thou~antl~ around in the Camp" and El:-<:"
\\' he.-Te as will afterward appe';lr h;l\t'ing a ,,'a rm Room and fire
for which ahhuuah pe.or [art- to what I had lx-cn and Indeed all of
II~ l ' 'o('d (0 ) I dnire' to hc' IhanUul all d partirularl~ !'O han:ing m~

mind pn'~'f\I>d frolll tht' ka~1 murmurinc and healt h cont in ued !-(.1
a~ to do Busillt,~" Com(ort ;lhk thc' IWXI I );I ~ " - - ;l RC'!llf" mhra nce.­
of ."ot 'me of ollr f ri ('lld~ I.lld gilll: in tht' \\ ot lll ~ Co\'( ,ft'd llnl~ \\ith
Bo\\!' of TITe~ t'\TII in Ra i n~ \\t';IIIll'r \\;t~ pn'!'t'llt \\ ith mt' ,

BI'n jamin allll llTlUrning frolll \ \"a tn tO\\ 1I \\{'nt 10 Roxbnr~ and
found OIlT ( ri t' lld ~ had !'C'nt ill t he I .t' lln~ ilnd Expc'nlng an , \ n ~ \' e l

whic h ,..lI)Jl a ppea rilH: Th(lnM~ Laphalll and I \\{'l\l to mt'c't Ihc'm
and H'n..in,d a Lt,tter fwm till' (; c ' l ll' r al ~ ,\ id Ik";un p Ihal our pro-

II Jam... Wa rn ' n wa' fru'" l' I", " outll wi". ..· Ill' ..... ,,, " IIlt·nhanl . Il,·n llo"man
Lo rn,.. r, imd r,, " nly .h!"t ilT. H,. , a l ill ti l<' lown IIOll '" of Ilw ~la s.arhlls..tlS G.'n ­
"r,,1 Court and ,,'a. plr s"klll of lh ,' I'ro,"indal Co nRr.." until ils di"olu t;o ll i"
I 7711 , ..... 1H'H·0]J01l h.. 1,,'ulll '" . I,.." k.... of till' II uo,, ' of J{q"..." ·ntali,, t"S in Ih, ' ", -w
SIal.' " on 'rn" w nl , \\'an l"l ' ,,1 '0 "·rH·U '" pa lma'ln for Ih,' Contin<'"nlal army
whiE.-;1 Wi" in Ih,' ,';,';ni,," "f 1I0,to" . \V..r n ·" " nd ~Im , " . w,'n' old fri, 'nds, havin"
rorrn]JOnu,·u wilh "Mh olh.-r I,..{o\< · til<' In olo( ;o" al""'1 pOI;lics and farmi""
D,H!. X I X, .J711-79. Willi" m C" 0l" ' r ..... a . ,1 IIn'lon ,own rkrk for fift~-ni",'

y""'" "nd had h,'e" an "ady .1lpPOrt.., of II 1("" OI " li" " as d,'rk of th.:- Rm ll>n
COIl1", i" ... .:- of (:orr("<].Io"d""I·" . .-l pp l~IOIl'" C)'.-II!J'",dill " / .-I",~,iCfln 1J i Q.~ r" J! h J

(X" w York, ISHh \. 1. 7:1:1 . j O"'1'1I Paln",r Wi" horn in Enl( land hu, mil(r"t<:d to
,\ tlIn ir a in 17.Jli, , ..tllin w: ill ( ;"l lllill' l" w n wh.·,t , I" , firs( Ill...",,'" a "ard,mak~ J

for woo!,t'ard inlf, a nd laIn h\li lt 1(1.."•• d""-,,bt, ·. """dl<-. ,,,, d " lit Lin'" in DAlJ ,
XI \ ' , 18'1.



in: 1"-'"1' J ) ,IIosrs Ilrmt '" ' j [ our""'y10 J)/jlr ib llt", [l onutio ns II i

pII~nJ Conference could no t 1>0:' .~ra ll t l?d but that the Sherrin 1.0r i n ~ l t

\\ fluid \\ air on us w hen \r r- \\ ould appoi nt the Officer \\ ho said h., \\ a"
s ir lInl r~ Colden not ha\T in ~ known nu r Business and nn lnformin u
him a lin k into it -ecmcd \\illi n~ to \\rito" to tho" GI?Jl('r al that t: \t"n i n~

an d kllo\\ his further an..wvr in the .\t orn in.c: and Send to :\ Lt j/lr ~

:-.hn ilJ an d Small wit h who om I had some Knolcd ee."
j th d;l y momi ne loth. In the morni ng al 9 o'clock. after c:oinc: 10

( ;('Jwral \\"ard an d gt·tt i n~ a Xt'\' order for a Jlagg WI' \\t'm in \\ ith
Colou r! " yes a Drum a nd an otlicer wit h a white Handkcrch -f 0 11 a
~ t;dJ. which was soo n ,\ ns\\( 'rr d b~ rhc appea rance of ThTlT ulli. n s
t ilt" 0 111" llH"llt ioned , :\ Iajol' Sm all and the Sho"rrilf Lo\\ erill J.: ' \ , '., met
and shoo k han ds Maj or Sma ll ap peared glad 10 S(T Ill.' as I was
him ha \t"ing con ceived a Invourahh- opinion of him from hi- mi ld
and Kind Treatmen t of 1Il(' whe-n I was in Boston in l ilt' :-' pl'ille:.
:\lajor :-' hnill he Informed nu- was well, \re had wrotl' tilt' I:n 'nille:
lx-fe.n- a nd dre\\ on H I> I1I' ~ L10yd l l for .c Ion Lawful :\ I nlle ~ ra ther
than -cnd in the mOlwy by th r Slwrri lf whoom we kru-w 1101 hut in
~el'i llg and ronverseirur \\ ith him lit' a ppearing Candid and \\ illinc:
In a~~i~ 1 us, \\"e proposed ill Ca~' I ht" ~ would give U~ their opinion
tha I a furt her Sum wou ld beusefu l amon g: the Sick I'oor elf \\i lhin
ollr l i rni l ~ whic h \\t' mani ff"ited hy Read ing the .\ dd Tl,....... III tilt"
( ;I'lln al th e Leiter to POJX' ;lIld Rarnor l"tl· ) WI? would :-t'llll in a
furlhrr ..lUll \\hieh \\ e had \\i th U~ . .\t ajor Small dedinnl :-":I~ill\! his
(-in-k was not amo ng slldl no r did he know of any ill ll i sI IT~ ~ if hI'
d id hI" ((m id l10t I. i\T in ;lmll('lIn ' wilhout as."isti lll:: th em ('tf. He
Rt·ft'n ,t1 us to tht" Sherri ll, W ho Mid T hough Cl OO could not ~tl a
l:: real way in Such a to\\ n ~ rt upon the \\"hole could bUI ;uh ·i....· us

It Lol inlll ha d b.:t'"n appoinl, 'd , ,,,,d u.· ma' ll'"r an d ~hnilJ ", I"'n th,' Brit" h
ocrupi"d &.Ion. Frt" nch ...ri ,,,~ tha i " T h m"ann~~. of hi. ("hara Clf" r i. _ho...n b~

th.· ran th at hi~ ... i r~ b.·cam.· 110"" ' " wi'll an d Lorinlll, in l.·n l on profit , a t'"n'm-
p;.nkd hn as ,I". tra \'r] k d ...ith lilt" :mIlY: ' .\I1<-n Fn' Jl(" h . "l"lu F irst l"rl/ ' of Ihr
R"ml"'i",,, pp, 341.42. But " 'f" E.. \ ]f,, ·d j on..', Thr L0J', lifls of M '>UI/( h" u IIJ
,h,i, "'''Il o, ialf, P" iri" n" and dl/im~ (] .ondon, I"(IO ), p , 200, wllS 'UIU(,·, t,
tli"t tlU" ,""id..ner- a lllain' l LoriUI{ , lIoul d h.. u"'d ...i tli caution.

I:l ~{;,jor~ William Shr-riff a nd j ohn Sllia ll w'·rr- known to ~I o ,,' , a5 a p·"oI t Ilf
hi, h ill't> lI",to" i" 17 74 to " ..-u..· IIU" rdr;,w of hi, h rnthn, j ohn 11" ", 1\ , who
I",d Iwn l Sl'i;"d Il)" th .. Brit ;, h a t "" 'w llOn, ,, 1l.·IIl ..dl y for " tt l'llIpt ;nJ( tu .upp l\' lh,·
'"Olon;:ll ;llIllY.

1IUo)"d had fur mao}")"""rs ",'l\Td a ' th" lIro""n f,l mily bu_, inc" a.w nl in lI",to" ,
llo' I,'m,,; m·d loya l to th., C low n ;ll1d ""h" n 1I0w~ n',,<,ua t.·d I\oq on, ".·nl to
:-';o.-a SO',, ';a ,

not to se-nd in any mon- at pre~'nt bu t " ·ritl? our friends to mak e rhc
Disrributjon and Send us O ut a n Account on our Return wit h a
Sta l(' of th e pou r etc hy which we could J ud~e and kindly offered
his Assisra n r e to brin .~ out th eir Let te rs A ccoun ts etc. and we Left
them after Some conversa tion about their our friends ) comeine out
wh ich Ihey Mid mig ht be \, hen they pleased and IIlt'y would a~~ist

the m etc The~ ,,11"'1...-ad any othe rs, that had nor madr- them !'o('h N­
hu~~ and par ticu larly ohnoxio us miuht wit h Their House-ruff ag n'('·
able to Procla mat ion . - - \ , 'r Rel uTlwd ac knowk-d r t-d
the civilitv of the ma in gua rd etc and went to l .vnn called at
Silvanus H u:-;,"t' ~ ~ whn Iwine: absent from hunu- wit h his wife went
to Sa mue-l Collins and Lod ged .

lst d ay 171h, The Next da y went to nWl't ill .~ and ill 1111' afte rnoon
went to Sa lem to j cn-minh Harke rs and [uund him we-ll .

Znd da y the IBth. W e vissitcd ~ I arbleh ,' a d UPOII th t' Bm inn s of
DiM ributin.l:: 1111' Donat ion to thr- poor. on the Roa d found ~i g-n~ of
their Pov ertv in IllITt ing- a Xumbcr of I'IMlr rhildn-n out Be.c: c: inc
Sa ying: .\ I a~tcr ..c: in- m e a Coppa to bu ~ ,I Biskl·tt ('tt· en-. We collect­
ing the Select :\!t'n .u an Inn where \\ 1' dill ed concluded to divide
inlo Thn'f' Cnmpal1 i t~. J t"f('miah Hackn and Samu d Collins IwinI:
wit h us. T wo of /lllr nJ mpa tly .tIld onr of thc' ir Sd ,'ct ml"n wI'nt
toc:et hcr from Ho" .... to 11 0 11"(" (of Ihe poor ) ;l1ld Dislribuled aCt'o rd­
ing to till' St'noral Cinumsta ncr;; till ahou t :1 odlll"k Rrlr i \' i n ~

hl'l ween 60 alld i ll fami lys who appl..a rrtl rr aly Xt'n~~ i tous and
Su ch S,"Cnes of I'on 'rt y I had befon' hlTn ;1 straill1-":("f t\\D, Xol
heing ahle to 1.:0 Ihw uc:h th(' tr J\\ n refer<-d t ill" nlmp k lio n to J eremiah
and Samuel at an ulh,"!" T inw and with :-'at i~faflion of mind relUrn"d
to Sa lem,

3d da y thr I ~ l l h. ,h ",'mbled the Se!t-n \I ('n of Salt-m Cllmmuni­
('a ll'd O Ul" I:rrand anti Divided illlo -l d i\ i...i o ll ~ to \' i~it tht' poor there
a Seier I _\ Ian a(( ( IIllIMn ~in g Each , Found 11I"1l~ l t'a l objt'ds of
Chari ty altholH,:-h not ill all Rl"spt,rt s ;;o lTl i s.~('I"ahk a~ at .\ la rhk head,
~ut finishing Lefl Iht' \,'ork 10 Thom as Slc '('I" anti J ,,!"t'llliah Hacker
;l1l d procl'f'lkd 11 11 tht' .\ ftn llollll for Cap t' ;\ 11 11 past tht· fl'lT ~ and
got to ~l alHhntn rl'lie\'ill.e: T wo fa lllil il'~ fWIll Bostoll hy the ,ray
and Ihat En 'ning ma kine: Know n ou r Busillt,..... to th~ II nu~e K~l"ptT

an ti :\Ia jor Ln ', a \\ oman from Bo~lo ll wa ...... ~t' n l for \\ho appearill C:
a humble Des'lr w in.c: ohjett \\e Relin ed an d ill t ilt' :\ Iorning or
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the ~O t h proceede d to Glo(T~t(T on Cape Ann abou t B miles fu rt her
and 16 from the Ferry at Beavcr lv. gut there sent for th e Select Men
an d in formed thorn of our Business. l Iined and divi dein tr into 4
com panies a Select man wit h Each we proceeded upo n th e Business,
the T own being Scattering some 4 O f 5 m iles ofT we Rode the weather
Ext reem Cold yet the .Kcr c;;.~i tys of th e' Poor were such ali pro mpted
us to go th rou gh much sufferings O il that Account with out compla int
and I ma y say .~rcarn- a Relent ing thought. In this da ys traw l I
saw the Depth of the Povcrt v of IlIallY p OOf Wid uws and Fa th erless
cxcTc'd ing \I arhldwad for the want of the Necessaries of Life, m an y
al!;cd among th em. Rcturrtin g at i'\ igh! \\(' met Each other with
Decla rati ons of what Each ot her had seen expecti ng our own pros­
pects could no t have been eq ua led by oth ers hut a lias one scene of
W ant appeared gcncralv. Lodged at the Inn and in the Mornin g
of the Zf th went to Captain - - Aliens to Breakfast on ou r way
on thr- Business which the Sekn men atte nded, T he weather vet

colder than before we Set out however upon the tru ly acce pta ble
Errand to the poor .\ tan y of whoom ap pea red hu mbly T han kful
and conu-itcd in Spir it by our Vissits and we were sometimes favourcd
with " 'on1s of Co nsola tion, Council or Rep roof as O rati ons offered
to th eir an d uur own Sanisfar-tion. Xcarlv Com pleating the Business
here returned to J oh n Lows to Dine, he wass ca lld bot h Coli &
De{"( )J1 Lew . He a ppea red to he a mu ch T ender respectabl e .\fall
and to whoom " 'e found great N earness." The Rest that a tte nded
appeared kind an d frie ndly endeavo ring to assist us to Keep to
the Limit s of our Rest rict ions in the Distrib ut ion of the Donat ions,
T heir names \ \ TIT j ar-ob Allen, J ames Pa n el' and Samuel Rogers
beside Low and Doctor Sa mu el Plumber aliso attended. \\'e
Lod ged at Lows and in the Evenin g the Preacher to th e Parish
came in and in Conversa tion put some Q uestion respect ing our
principle uf not fight ing etc to whi ch we answere d but om: of the
Compa ny disapprovci ng his Q uestion ing- upon our Rel igi~us Prin­
ciples. Secing O ur Benevolent Errand he stopt although we told
th em we were willing to give account of our pr inciples in th at
Respect . H is Kam e J oh n Rogers and scad he Descended from J ohn
th at was bur nt as a .\brter in Smi thfield and was the 9th in a
Direct Line all J oh ns and preach ers an d he had a son J ohn hut he

- r.,; B hI' wa, ('allt'd, both Colon l."1 and Dt'con Low.

had not yet rtx'r-ivr-d Ligh t Enough to ta ke upon him that Ca lling.
He appea red m uch more to ap pro\'(' our Errand than we d id him
as a preacher of the Cos-pell. H e left us wit h his blessing and we hid
him farewell. O ur fr iend Low for such I may call him had left his
wife about :l months. t Hel owned Several N"egrns one of which,
.\ Ioth er to the O th ers he had let go 10 house Keeping- on her Req uest
and had though t of Fre eing the ot hers. I ga\'e him Some account of
my rx crr-ise in that Respect and we endeavoured to inforce it u pon
him an d Spent the Evcnin,1{ in Good .\ leasure Sanislactorv. And in
the .\ lorning of the ~:?n d riscing before Sunrise got Breakfast and
took leave of the Fam ily. The C hildren seemed near to nu-. \ Ve went
to Allcns who with Porter and Low went on our way »topinq at
Sundry pla ces Rcleivinj; the Necessitous at the last House in T own.
T oward M an chester we all met \\ 'a rm ed and Con versed some upon
the State of the town etc, I giving my advice freely to apply to the
Assembly and gel a hill sta rted to send for some corn this W inter.

We parted in good \\" ill to Each Other they Expressive of G rati ­
tude fur th e Don ations and our Care in it and we for thei r civilities. I
improved the last moments with my friend John Low Lett ing h im
know my Loss of a Com panion the usefu lness of Affliction and Ex­
pressed a desire he mig ht wit h me rightly Im prove upon it. \ \' e
T enderly and Affect ion ately ba d Each other Farewell he is Sti ll
near me at \\'r iting this. I had ami Still propo~e Sending h im Bar­
clays Apolog y.

Went to M ajor -- Lees at M anchester to Enq uire if any poor
had occurred to his IlH'Hlory since we saw h im , He had been to
Dinner hu t had Vic tual s brou ght in an d kindl y Envit ed us to Eat.
His wife ap peared a sma rt sensible Woman Dist inguishing- well
between objects of ch arity an d those tha t were not. H e sent for
Joh n Edward a Select .\tan who wit h me went to Several places
;\&~i st ing some one family n:ry Necessitous, an aged \ ' ·oma n 96 or
97, 'at man upwards of 89 and / al madcn Da-ughter by whoom
they wnc supported but now Business fa iling: th ey were real objects
of Ch arity. The House \T ry uncomfort able the man and woman
seeme d sensib le an d T ender not withstandi ng their grea t aue. I
desire to Remember th is V issit in particu la r. Called at Lees to
acknowledge their civility an d went forward toward Sa lem the
Select mall with us several m iles to Vissit some on th e Ruad . \\\~



hope G ennal 110\\1· will 1)(' duly l nlormed fJ f this and provide
a.l;a im t it b~ ,gin'in£: IIR' lIin-r tion to a man of Virtue and nut Trust
-uc h a Vaga bond Prie-r as its Scad ~ I orr i~ m the man that Com­
ma nded is.l~ I was told hy a pc.'f~ 1II t here he hadlo-r ne-a r 600 Dolla r"
by his tak ei ng it after Iw had ;I,t.:rrnl it shou ld hc' rarreved safelv. W e
wen t 10 ~ lalden and Lo ducd at w hen- were the- Se lect nu-n
upstairs on bu ... inc.....~ and hdO\\ a Xoi1'>('y CUTlIp,lIIy of So ldie rs fidling
and Ih m'ein ,t.: after ~uppc:r. David and I proposed to see the Sded
~ f l"n and Inform them of OUT Bnsim·!».~ W('111 tip stairs and I spoke 10
them of the Xoise etc nOI lwin .1::" sul lcrahle it was not only ronz in
itself bUI cnntrnrv to [wry prn~pc'r1 of the prese-nt rime and Even
the Con.grc:-.." Discouragc·d it by RC'~ l "' ('S. Thev allowed it was not

agreeable hut thought as tht'~ were' Soldiers il must be allowed. It
was what they called a Chri ... tmac frnlirh and thl'y had been up all
the :'\i£:llt before. were principalv of the Riflemen. The Seh-cr men
haveing one of the poor wit h them Solidting ,\!'o.~ i ...ranee and another
hawing been there wa!'..~ SC"lIt for and we Distributed to both Families
and another of an aged woornan. Left the Housr- in the ~lom ilH:

27th. RfXk to Call1hrid£:e Bre·akfa~l. re'(Ti\Td a LilH'" fmlll Thollla~

Lapham Ihal they had re(Tin,d Dir('f1ions fmm Ct'lwral \ \"a ...h ilH::ttm
to g-o to Cem'Tal " ·<l rd for <l flagg hut wa~ ~) tlte WI" thought nu
;Hl~wer could .l::"t·1 OUI lililt Jb ~ ~l Kt'pt alo ng and gOI 10 :\'ehemiah
Slwrmans in 8 illin£:ham and 1..< M.I ,t.:n l. In lilt' ~ Iornin£: weill 4 milt"!'
to St' t h A rnold s found G('o rgc' Rc"('O\c'r ing- si:"!tOr ~ I ar ~ and ~br~

{) lnn ,l': thn(' hy \\ htJlllc' \\ t· Iward from h'lIlU" Iht· fir...t :\'ew ~ I had
after ' l left it. 'I:hey arc gt'l1('rally we ll ami I W;l:- made glad, went
to monthly meeling. :llh day :!8Ih. T hl' HlIsim·!'o.~ not fi ni~hc'd mt't
the :!Ylh and got horne Ihal :'\i ,t.:ht ..IMUlt :\'ine oclock. .\ lay I be
duly than kful upon En 'r y Ren wlllhra llt't· of the favour ahle c\s~ist­

anre of Di\'ine (;oou n l"....... and pIT:<a n'atio!1 Ih rou gh Ihi... jOllnlt'~

Ihrou ,~h w hich I han' h CTIl I'n':";lI n ·d III ){('\ um to my Fam ily and
fri("nd~ in H I'a lth ;lIId a ,I,:ood I)q .\" n ·(' of Satt i... ran ion .

Wrole the 3u of lsI I11 IJlllh 177ti or lini slwd then for Ill ~ Rl'w l·
1t-c:liOf] hl'ITalt l'l" \\h idl wilh till' ,'\ ....... i .~talllT (If Iht' Li~t I ton k I11 U,,1
if rightl y Imp rrJ\Td hy rlle 1)(' usdlll.

1,, ~torri~on ....a~:1n ;\mniuln .... ho ,k , ,,,t ,,,1 to lh,' Hrjti~" ami ~ul'pli.·d c;uw
Wilh mili tary informHtioll. II .' ..... ,,, .'pl'"n·n tly in .'h" n(.· of ("\'acuatin,,!, th.. poor
from 8.,,1011 , t·n 'm' h. op. rit .. 1'. ,H .'i.

H; ~los.·s la lf'r marri.-d ~l.lT Y Olm·y.

I ~o JIasrs l trou-n's .Iournrv to lristn bute Donatio ns [{ktnhn

t.:ul to Salem in the En 'ninj::: and nu-t our friends Thomas C othrop
and Pa ul O sb orn a t j eremiah Hackers. Xext day 2Jd 7t h d ;l ~

W('l,k I h<lH'inj::: sOllld h in~ of headach e a nd feelin g: not w ry \\t·1I
\ \ CI1l not out on Busin ess hil i a X umbcr of poor \ \"ol1ll"n Comeing
In I wa~ SOOll" im ploved th ere while the ot hers we re a broad upon
the Business. lst Ih y 24t h..\ sto rmv Da y o f Wi nd ;\IId Smm, Iht'
fir-r .\ I('(' li n~ Silc'l1I. Afterno on T hom as Spoke of the pmspc'{'l he
had and the Tabh.... he had SlTn filed with various things amon£:s l
ItWill \\a!».... blood etc. In the l .vening at jeremiah H ar -ke rs he a liso
Spoke from Beware of Iht· Leavell of the Pharisee all-o of David ­
lx-iru; pursued hy Sa ul yel when he had him in his (>O\\('r he did
nut Wound or Slay him hu t too k of his Shi rt on ly etc.

2d the 2:lth. W('nl to Lynn to Samuel Co llins. Thoma... had a
mc'ftin£: thr-re ocl.;:inninJ';: OI l :{ oclock. In r-ouraging to the See kers.
mentioning thr- pOl!»....U::C.... or speaking of ...omc th at had t hat l';IIII,:U;1,t.:C'
T ell me 0 t hou Ik-loved w here thou rnake-t th~ flocks 10 LilYdow II

at :'\"011 ctc.. anti. 1.::0 t hy way forth by the footstep- of the flock
and feed Illl" K id he-side the Shcpards tents. En joininc to Keep Clo~,c'

10 the Shepard of IHM·I etc. lkn jamin. Da \·id , T homa ... Laph;un .
S;lIluu·1 Collins and I Sl·t ou t 2hth \'t:' ry Earl y Lea\in£: Thoma~ SIt'l'f
wit h thc' Fril'lub at 1);lIlit·1 i'\I"W h" lt..... we wrode -t- mile:- from S.l ll1Ue!S
HOll~ Iwfo re Sunrisc, \C'ry cold. Da \'id Samuel and I we nt into
C hd sy Ben jamin and Thomas forwa rd 10 st'nd into Bo~l(Jn fllr Ih{'
an'olllli of the Dist rih ut ion. I wtOnt ( wilh Sa mu el Collins Oil to

Poilll Shirk~. W illin Gra y one of the ColonyI' COllunill l'(" .\ r co m "
panyilll.;: foun d allot her thl' rC' C apl ain SigXilk. \ \"e went rouna from
Room In RIMIIll foun d ~mH'" \Try :'\ed y whil'h WI' al'..~istc·d dined
thn l' ;lntl gc·tting Ihroudl a Lill ie hdorl" Sunset ~e l ofT fo und D<l \ 'id
at t he Inn (J milt'''' ofT he had htTJ\ Im ployed a t a hOll ~(, whe re a
:'\ umher n 'lllm ed til from the poi nt Point Shi rlc'y aft er waiting
fIJI' th e Sma ll Pox to bleak nllt 2 1 da~~ ana Cle aring up WTIT to he
T ra nsporl ed into tilt' C ou nt ry a~ fa...1 as T eams cou ld he .I::"fl ll. T his
\\ a:< a n'l' ~ Unpk a:<ant ...n' lle to see pm pl" go ing from I h~pla tT of
Birt h, \\ here tlw y knt'w not dq w nd ing up on the BelH'WI!elHe of Ihe
publick and unk nown I nd i \" id ll a [ ~ wilhout the I'\ece:<sari es of Life
1'1 1". BUI wh at ;uhkd 10 Ihe :« T ill' was Ihe Ineq uitio tls T rea lllH'nl
IIH' ~ 1111'1 fro lll Illl' [wor k wh ile on shi p bo rd, ( a lMlUt -1 DaYIi ) ha \'('­
ing m(l...t l~ as WI' WeTI' informn! been Rohbed of mtJIwy rlos e or
furnit llrt' and much of Ihe I.altn Damal;ed ill hea\"ing out etc. I
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17. HI GH C HES T O F IlRA\\' ER S

W(l!rrllf

.-\ compare- on Hf this hi~h chcs of dra\\t'r.< with the 1\ \ 0 illu-trated
in j oseph DU\\ I1 :-' A me rican Furnit ure {no. I ~ IO ami no. 101 1 ~ho"s

th e similarit y of ce rta in frutun-s whic-h indic a te ;"!a!'."adLl N 'lI." mig-in.

T he dongalnl name finials, with a di-e-like LOp to the urn shaped
hase-. is almost .llwa~l- a ;"!ass"hu!'('us characu-ri-tu-. ( :nmparc Iilt'~·

finials wit h tlu- typit-al ;'\e wpo rt sty le shown ill the (·atalol.: o f the

;"1. and \1. Knroli k Co llection.

T he muuldinus of the bonnet. and of the ha-c wherr- it joins the
to p -rrtion, sho uld he com pa red w ith t hose: (,( the ;'\C\\pol'l h igh
rhe"! Oil the following page to determine thr di tft'rt'IHTS rh.u (')0;;,,1

be twee-n tho::-< two region-.

T he fan or sunburst b of a t ypt' frc-q uclllly found rhrouuhnut

:\l'W Enuland.

Ex-ro llcfl jon H r-nrv .\. Hoffman



18. H I G H C H EST 0 F II RAW E R S

C he rry

" ·h ile amo ng collecto rs a hig h chest with a broken arch ped iment
(bonnet top ) is preferred over the " fl a t to p" design sho wn here,
an appraisa l of this example from th e viewpoint of line a nd propor­
lion will giw it a \'cry high rating. It ha s t he st ur dy proporti on s a nd
dea r-CUI lines of the bcner Nc w pen p ieces. T}](" br ass pull" a n' ' Try
han dsome and furn ish a desira ble form of embellishm ent. The
shaping of the kgs shows the sharp r:dgcs and squa re sect ion so popu­
lar with th e XcOw pm! cabinetmakers. The sha ping of the foot an d
ankle adds it dr-licau- touch to a n otherwise robust piece .

Ex-collect ion J ulia D. a nd Franklin R. Cu shman

12.'"1
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19. S O F A

M ahogany

Salem 1790· IR10

In Engla nd and Colonial America the sofa, which has today ln-romc
a part of l'\Try home, had its beginni ng in the upholstered lx-ncbcs
and setters of the William an d ~la rr and Queen :\1lIH" periods.
Very Iarl{c and beautiful sofas were made du rin,1{ the Chippendale
period, particularly ill Philadelphia . where the roll of the arms and
the shaping of the nest of the back produced a truly ekgant design.

T he subsequent delicacy of the H cpplcwhi te and Sheraton periods
is dearly disptavcd in this example. whic h is also illustrated in Fine
Points of Furniture by Albert Sack and is dcsr-rilx-d there "as a
elwin' example of perfect symmet ry." W hile many different dcsigm
of fabric were mel! to upholster these picce-. the most pleasing result
is obtained by a na rrow striped fabric such as the one used on
this sofa.

Ex-collection Henr y A. Hoffman
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20. U I' H 0 L S T ERE [) A 101 C H A I R

.\ laho,I!.t1IlY

This style of chair ha s, for ;:(11111' OIN-llIT reason. [well n-Iern-d to in
recent years by col lectors and dealers alike a .... a "Xlartha \ f as hillg­
ton" armchair. T hey nrr- available in a ,J.:" rea t variety of sizes and
shapes. SOIlW han' p la in , some han' moulded. and sorne have inlaid
lq.,'l' and arms.

This chair may Ill" d('.~lTibnl as a modest example of this tvpc.
sim ple in its design and execution. and lacking the fine proportions
and adornment found in the more sophisticated spo-inn-ns. Thr
nest rail of the hark lar ks thr- pkasin.c; ClInT:" whic h are SOrlwtillln

found hu t the sha pinu of the arms isc:uod.



T HE RH OD E I S L\ l\"D HI ST O RI C Al. S OC I ET Y

/111.1' I, 195(i-Sr/J/rmbl'r 25.1956

\ Ir. K . Roal d Ik rg-ctholl
\ Irs. Winfidd C. Hromh-v

Cramlon 9, R, I.

\ I r. John J. Ega n. Jr.
\ I r. Philip H a m me- r-louch

\ .... '·'1 H a ll fo rd , Conn.

\ Irs. Gordon R. H asla m
Edll:"wood s, R, [

\ lrs. E. H a rr is Howard . Jr.
\ fr. Will iam J. ~kCall glH' \'

( ;",·(·nvili,·, R. '- . .

\ Ir.'. Ann is :\'ixon
Pa wlud " l , It. I

\I r. Leon ard J. Pa na.g,gio
-""wl-'un, R, I

Xlrs. Oliver F. Sclhv, Sr.
1'0rl, ,,,0,,lh, R. i.

\ 11". A . RlI.,,~dl Slag-It­
Ibh imor~ 2, l\I d.

~!J .~. Elmer C. Slater
Sw;tn,~a, l\b...

\ 11'1'. C harles H . Spilman
C ra", to" 10, R . I

\ Ir. Robe rt P. A. T aylor

Mr. Ala n S. Trueblood
~ I r. H r-nrv A . Voss

Ib rr i"gtoIl, R. i .

\ 11'1'. J ohn :\ . , r iboll
Crnnstou 10. R, I.

I.E CT UR ES

O ('toher 17, 1~15f;, \\"\'dllt'sda y H: 1:1 p.m .

T Ill' Rule of the St all' Universitv 1Il Rh odr- Islan d

J 1~lf_~ 1'. ;\[l,' M~. Ch"irn",,, of ti lt' Board of "l'm ' h " "

of Sta ll' Co ll,-,ws

, f" nun l,' v;,.,· pn·,;,h-nl of Brown l ·" i"....'; l")

;'\Jowrnlwr Ill , 19.'")/), Su nday J: 30 p.lll .

\ l ilita r \' l In-ss in Rhnd t' Islan d F rom 1775 to 1B90

~h ~ . J O Il S -"[ellOL.IS Il Il G W S
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