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"WJI .nt:.H.R \I R, D OR R I )Of. ~ . he dtWS from principlc. :"! In \in,
of \\ hat r-an he learned about Thoma:>. \\ ', Dorr from his corrc­
-pcndence. thi.. \\,I ~ ;1 n-murknblv annl" ob-crv.uio n. the more so
hecau"-e it emanated from I Jl W of his mortal political enemies, the
IOIlM" n 3 1i n ' Demon at ir leader a nd n.:·(;mTrTWr of Rhod e leland .
James Fenner.

Few of Dorr's poliric al opponent- 'HTt' willin~ I II concede that he
had ac u-d from intellc, tlMI f1 'lI\inion in tilt' events leading to the
f:II110U:>. Do rr War in 1841 . prdnr in ~ ttl hdit'\r that this scion of
the Prm·idc'llel' ari ..tot r;l( ~ ~I ..chr t'Ol1lpt'liMtion in a dramatic pol iti­
ca l r-arccr for his Iailure to bui ld <I profitahk and prestiqious pract ice
of Jaw, Do rr was ulldnslandahl~ "('Il~ili\(' to rhis in tr-rprr-tat ion uf
h is polit ic-a l .u-nvit io, prote:>. tint: that an a\'(' ra .I:::'(' in ronu - of S-l."I()()

was more than eno ugh to keep him from havin g tu sptmge 0 11 his
relat ives as his enemies insinua ted be d id.:

W hat troubled Dorr du rir n; the I'igh ll't"n rbinies and ('ar ly f(Jrties
\\;b not IT1UIW~ ma tters 1101' ,I III...tre k ..... car eer before the bar hu t,
as J ames FClll ler\ ..t.uement implied , inj u..tin', panic ularlv polit ica l
injustice. B ~ the time he had In-conn- a matun- young ma n, Dorr
wa....ar i..tied that he knew what polirirnl inju-thc was a nd how it
coul d he rem edied. Ik lin in.t: as he did in those ideas which had
helped to remak e American an d French ~ol'i cty ill thr- cigbtcenrh
(TtIlllry a nd British .....o riet y in thr- nineteenth , be was convinced th at
11]('11. irrespective of rnrc, {olllr or das;.. W('J't' good rather than evil.

IHrown l ·lli", ... i h ' , I hollla, \\' . [), 'n 1',,1'''''' _ 1\' , p. IliA, ,\ ( lh, ' J " hn Ha)
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Th r ll isrnchunt ment of 'llunnus W . /)0/1

ll'a~.JIlabk rather than unrcasonahh-. If this were ~J, nWI1 hy their
\t'ry nat urc \\IT(' capable of t"xnci~iru::" without grid tIl tlJt"m!-("IYe~

o r 10 ~,ociel ~ ;11 large, an exteusive number of the m re-t ~ign i ficant

rivil and politbal righl l'. Im·tilllliollS which could not II(" n-concilcd
with this philo~lph~ of equa l ri Rht~ would have to )..:0. h~ reform if
po:-."i hll". by rT\lIlu lion if lH"c('~"ary . ,\ h hough an aggrit '\Td 11lajorit~

(luld do as it ph-a sed, whal it \Hll ild plt-al't' to do wmild Ill' synony­
mous with the J.::lIl1d. To drsrrilw !lon's rhuuuh t in -u.h simp listic
nrms du es illju~t itT tu Iht' nlll~idnahk ~o p h i~ t i ra t i f)n .uul hn-adth
(If lcaming he commanded when at rhc hri ghl of his pll\u'rs. -'e\n·
rhele,.., in broad outlines. it indira res hi... basic principles.

" ·hy. as dis tinct from how. Do rr came 10 thl"~ rund llsiom is
difficult. perhaps imp»,..ible to dcwnninc..\ " an old friend ( 1I1U' Mid.
hy inheritance and upbrim•.-in.l::. he wa.. a man who!'(' Lilnil ~ "and
cnnn r r- t io ns an' IIf the first r~pt't"t;lhilit~ both in I' ro \'idenu ' and
;\('W \"01'1..:. " :1 H is father had retired to Providen ce Irruu \1a~""1chu­

~' II ... afte r a long and dis tinguished rarver in t hr- Ch ina trade.' T he
Dorr tow n house, Mid to he inspired h~ rhat of till' Enl:: lil'h poet ,
Ah-xander Pope, was -omct hing of a l" t'a l l'!Jowpb cc, Thomas' rdu­
ration a t Phil ips Lx e-t cr and at Ha rva rd did IlIlI parti, ul;u'ly prepare
him fnr th e life of a rdnrmcr. His study of Ll w Ull dtT lhe lllt ela .c;e
of Cha ncellor J ;lIlWS Kent of Xl'\\' York introduced him In the most
distin,l:: lli..ilt'd dd('lllkr of a fr('('hold qua lifiration to hI ' found any ·
"ht'f(' in the C nitnl Stalc~, ~

J IId.l::int: fro m Iht' r('{"(ml, Ill<" dt' t'i..i\ t' in I1m'm·t 'S 0 11 D Off ' .. politica l
thnUl::ht wer(" hi.. d('\'ulion to Ih(" memory of RO.l::tT \\' i ll i a lll ~ a~ a
founder of Rhnde J..land d("monacy" and to tht· ph ilosophy of
Thomas Jdfl'rNIIl : th ... ('xampk of tht · ,\ rnr rican a nd Fn'l\th re\ 'oll)­
lion .., Ihe \\axinl:: of rdnrm l'!.'lItinlt'nt in Fran r(" and Brita in which
kd 10 th(" July R('\ oltll ion ill J\ui.. of Hun and the p ,l .......ll::e of the
8ri l i ~h Rd onn h ill in UU :!. H (" \HOIt ' hi.' moth er , 0 11 11ll' occasion
of Ihe flight of thl' Ia~t of the Bour hon kim,::" of F, ;H1n \ Charl('~ X .
Ihat the FrrJlr h hlood \\ hirh llt l\\ nl in Iheir \Tim l'llIi tln l them to

express sympat hy for the dcfendt'l l' of frn 'l!om in Fra nn ' and "to

:l/ bid. , I, p. :10,
~E sst'" Im lil ut,·. U i" M i, ,,1 Coll rd il> 1lJ I.X \"III , ( Pl-t ~\ , 1>1>, 1',H.lj '
·-'Sf'/' th~ SUlm lldn' ,,,' ,'m,nt of h i, lif... \Il " n JOhO'oOll :lOd n Ll ' '' ,.. ~ 1 ., l o n .. ,'d,. ',

V ia iol1 'H I' "/ A",,,,i"'111 8 i" ,;, ,,ph, :'\ ' " Yo r k, It l:!R. I' l hJ , 211 \ ols. , \ '
1l1I. 381-382,

hail th e t:loriolil' n ....uh of thr- lat e R(' \'ol u tioll : " ~ .\s mic:ht h('
expected. he hn arm- all i\"t" in a numbe-r of reform nu " 1"1I11'lItl'.
p"rtkutarl~ antil'lanT~. He numbered amonc his friends and curre­
-p ondents the " Iahur leader." Se-t h Lutber : the poet . J uhn Greenleaf
,," hin in : tlu- hi~torial1, Ceor,l::l' It llln oft : the wri tr-r ami «former .
,\ k xandn H , l .ven-n : the British n-Ionucr. J oseph Slurgl': and
afu-r l'\\ih hin.c: fro m the Wh ig In tht' Ikmon al ic' party in IB:l7,
Robert Rantoul. J llhn I.. O'Sulliva n. (>rT~ tes .\. Bnl\\ll."'ln as well
;ll'mher spokesmen of the Loco F O ll ) winl:: of the Dt'l1Ion atir party.'

\ ,"ith t h('~' primiplo, and a.........ot- iat ioll~ D Off wa." IM lllIHI 10 affiliate­
",Mllin or later with reformers in Rhod e Isla nd who Ill·gan in the
r:iuhtcen thirt ies tu ac:itale for reform of the l'ulTrac:/' and of repre­
-cmation. lxuh l,f \\hith had rema ined fundamentally umhan ged
-ince the cicht-cnrh ( I'nt ur~. Durin l:: the firer half uf the nineteenth
I rnturv. R hod e Island underwent t hanRe~ nOI unlike tho-c which
had tra nsfo rm ed Britain somewhat earlier. with indusuializat iou
heing thr r-ausr- in both inctances. ,\ nut indefensible plnn of ~ulTrage

and rr-prr-sentation in a prcdomina nt lv agricultural a.I::" lx-ramr- in­
nt'a~i n .c:ty indcfr-nsilile- in the light of r han,l,.-ing ideal' about RlI\T fIl+
nu-nt, 10 l'a~ nothin ,1:: of rhangn in the charadn of till' l){'opk and
shi fts in ((·ntn," of po pulatinn. Tha t Rhod (' bland shou ld lit'. as la te
as UHO. the hUIll/" of ;1 fr(" l'h old qlla lifit'a linn for \otin g and of
··rollell horoughl'·· hn 'a lll(" in !lllrr's mi nd Ihe \Tr ~ anti lht·..il' of
dCllloc ran ;lIId tftt' major imp("dilTH'nt tn pl'Oc;rr:-..., holh material
and moral. ill tht ' l'tate .~ .\ ... he WfOll' the I·orn....poml in.c: l'('netar ~ of

"I">on P31"'f". I . p. 3'1.
'I bid ., III , PI' . 1· 2,'1 uq.
" 1hr ,·..knt of "n' ,lIfr..Tlrhi....lrwTlt of "dull m.,l ..s in R hod . I,b nd t" th.. 10 ...·•

hold qU31ifir31ion i, " ",,,·m..h di ffir" h to dr l.-rOOlinr..h id,· from ..0 'npli"3110n.
imoh·..d in ""o'l;n o: ro·, id..nn " lid ..ili,..n.hi l' Ir' I ~, I.." li. h ;I\'dil"hl, ' i" Th,'
R ho,k hl;, nd lI i' IOt i..,,1 :-.nt·in,· 3« ' of \.,.n li,ni l" d \'31.........· lU"· "f Ih,· "h,...o' "
of a t:ll' 00 polb . TIll' I"opo rlion of h""holdn, "mono: m31 ""n,, ·d fOl 1<,, '"
i,.o hi l(h. i ll', io 1'1O\ ;d... ,,·... a , 10 i" di ..,.I1· , h"l in , h.. 3h, ..", .,. of ;, poll la, ""d
ind,· ..d ta""l ion of th" 100/>. 3' 3 whol .., 3 ,i/;,h ll- plOpofl io n of Il",l,.. W/"I, UOI
p.,,·in ll: IdS" ' . Sf'" I.i ., rl of p " ft>I1 S .iJ-""rd ' Mrh, Ci l)' T"x "I S , ~ r ) ·Fi, ' r "J"hOPl -"' Md
V " II'''J Il' lO\" ;d r llt·.., IR·\()I. ..\ ,'01)\' of Ihi, \"<1111"'" i , 1110'1 "", ih ;" "il.,III, in I h..
Rhnd.> Isla nd Il i" o l ;,'" l Sot'i"h' , )'bln i" l ;,\"a;lahh- ill duo .\ ,, ·h i,',· Room of dll"
,'it;,t, · Capitol of RhoJ,· Isbllli Il"qu;,,' , tIll" mo,t "",d "l "o rl"l b IlOIi with oIl,, "
1I~;. t , ' ri 3 1 10 h" .11 .,11 r..Ji;lhlr. ,\ 1'1O" ,d.·II...· I'l'I il ion of IW2" n t; OII:t lf·d Ih.lI
Iht.... hflh , of Ih,' dd"h Ill.I]r, of Rhod, I- l.tlIJ " ,." . nOI f, n ·hol d.." . S,'" .\r..h i,',
Roo llI. SI"tr C..pilol. , '". i" oI1 J .\"OI (; , ,,,,I ,d, \1. .. IR2li. Sr r 31'0 C , W ;llidlll'OO.
" Rhodr bla nd S" fJr••or.· S ;,,..,, thr Dun WdI : ' '\"r " f l1 '; /<l l1 d Q~,,,r,,l) IX:\\" I I I,
;,;" m nr r 1, 't ..., h 1'13:' • PI'. J -t.5tJ.
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the Rho de 1 ~1 ;l 1ll1 Sull ra!.:"t' .h'lKia lioll, O il ~I ;l ~ 'I. HH I:
It i, 1101 rmlv the /l i ::.hl hUI the D'd )-of those no\, 011 tho ,t~lg"

of .utjou to rh,angt' thl" 1,1\" an d invtitutinn-, of goveruuu-nr. In
ker-p !MI" w irh I I~.· prt~It'~S of ~ 1~owledt!:(·-. rlu- li~hl .of ~il'Il""
and III<' arudi(lr. l l lon Ilf tilt" n,ndl!l(lll of socu-tv. ;,;olh\ll~ I' In 1)('
Cflllsiclf'rl'(! 1111' h,ulg,-abk hUI tlu- inhr-re-m .\IId innli..nabh- right,
of man,"

Initial " Dorr did not IMH in min d a pa rucula rl- radical program .
Inde ed . he did not ,Igrn' with r-ritics of the Brit ish Reform .\rt of
18J:! \, hen thl"~ l"xprc"-"('d disapproval that the hill had 1101 hcvu
more de-mocratic and hinted tha t perhaps wha t Brita in IH'Td(·d \ ',1..

a n-voluriun. The poo r. DUH wro te. miuht be led to think that tht'~

could help rhrm-clvc- "without " aiting fur the ~Iow pron'~~ of legi..•
l.nion.' I" L mil about 18-10 DOH thought whnll~ in terms uf politiral
rather than revolutionarv al"ti\" il\ 10 reform till' ..uHragl· b~ admit­
tin.1.': all adult male .-iliLI·;l.. 10 the vote and to reform repro-entation
bv ~>1\inA Providence ami ruhcr comnu-rr-inl and manu facturing r rn­
t~~ a la'r~('l '(lift' in govrrumr-nt. He, arms at this rime \\(' IT -vp­
ported hy many \\"h i ,L,~ , kadi ng el('l~ men in an d ou t of Prov idence .
In the I'r('<,Cidl'llI or BW\ \ll l -nin .'n il\ , Francis "'a ~ 1.lnd. a.~ ' \l'1I ;1_'

b; pe r..n n.. h..·.l ri ll~ lilt' proud name ~r Browl1 .lI The Consl itutio!lal
I'arl \ wilh \\ hidl h.. a tlilia ted ,,';lITl(, intn C'xislem"C' in 183-1 10 '1.l.,>1 tOltc'
t ilt' ~-;IU"l' of I'dol m .....0 con<,('T\'a li,,' w....e ib propo...tl.. tha t t hc ~
'H'U' ];lter ma dc Ill(' ha..i.. of the Const itution drafted b~ his pol it ical
"1Il' lII i.'~ in 18-1:!..\ t one tinw a (riend of Do rr's com plai ned to him
Ihat tlwi r inh'ntiollo,c ""'n' In'ing mi..r...pr...!<nled !Jecau...... !ot.l llle thin k
"ollr objC'et is IIlln'..tr in c'd , unqua lified uni versal suffrage" an d an'
"completely Inror-o,ct rllfk." I:

J)e ~p i t e it o,c d for ts a t ;1 lIun lhl rtis",1l approac h to th e problem , Ill('
Cnll.' tillltion,,1 Part y .1:(01 nu \\ hl'r c. Dur ing the exci ting- pr C'side lll ial
ca mp;lig-n of IR40 , rdormi"m was lo..t "iglH of so compleldy as 10
hrill !.:" ahOlll til(' part ~ \ d emiH', It was. howc\Tr , soon ~ ll pn~e(kd h~

a IlC'\ organil.,ttin ll. Ihe Rh ode "'LInd Suffrage .\s.'(l("i a tio rt, wh irh
d ilfn n l ( ol1.~idt'l"ahly from its pl't·(kre~'() r. It was d i o,clin"l~ 1.0( '0

"[lorr P;'l " 'n , Ill . p_ ;,'"
1"1hin., I. p_ 7~1.

II /bin. I , Pi'- '12, '1-1. qq. 1.\7; II , I-II. :Hl. 2117 .\nhi--,· Room, .... ,,>\, C.•p;lOl.
I" ,tition, ","01 n T,lll l, 'd , 182'1. "1'0'1; 1;"" of Citi/~ns ,wd Fn ' ~hol (kr' ('If dw -[OW"
of r rm..;d~n<'l':·

1:0 orr P.l l'~ '" II , p, :! I.

Foco in its approach 10 re-form, :<ought to identif~ itself whe re (>0"­

o,ci blc wit h the Dcm ocraric pan v, advm-au-d universal manhood
o,cu lTrag... and ...ndeuvorcd to til' it.. purclv po litical objectives 10

crit icism of the "rnonev pow er" ill a wa~ reminiscent of j ac ksonc
wa r aga in..l the StTond Bank or the United Stale". David H ensh aw,
a ~las....achu..ett" Democra tic !c"..Icr. w nue DOH that Rhod e Isla nd
reformers wcr ... opposed by banks and other corpor.uions which
could make and unmake voters 11\ a transfer of landed propcrtv '-"l'"1

as to control a majority of lega l vnters. " In truth ." he concluded.
"Rhod e Island owes her subjection Iu all .\ri..tocracy of cor­
poratio ns... :. I!

Reform was hC'collling mo re radica l and '«) was T homas \\'. D orr.
" I am a democrat:' wrote Do rr ill IS-I:!, "and hdic'\"r that nothing
hut the loss, of my facultiC'!' ran r-ve-r ~paratt· me from the fai th and
pra ctice of dr-mocracv." H "lhc r(,spoll~ihilil~ for the conversion of a
moderate 1110\"('l1wnt intn a radical. r-vcn " revolutinnarv on e. rest ..
in pa rt upon anti-reform n..-rnocrar.., suc-h as J ames Fenner. and
\\"hi~ who f... lt as h.., did. The defenders or the status quo produced
in 1841 a constitution whirh Iell far ..hOlI uf Ihe d...mands of re­
formns who ha d h\ thi .. linw dra£ll'd tlwir own ..-ono,clit ulion, It was
d rawn up by a ll ~xtra-Il'gal. spr'riaUy I'k-c:h'd ('(J1l\Tnt ioll. During
Ih(' clC'et ions ror th is conn"ntion ~ulfragC' re romwrs ma dt' <"fforts to
pUI into pract icC' t heir tllC'or y tha t mca n~ could he fou nd to ascn tain
majority opinion, and th at Ihe ma jor ilY rnuld wr ite a constitutio n
and n ...a U a Il('W gmTrnnH"nt ha"'f"d upon rd orm principles without
fin<t ~ecu ri ng Ihe I'on<,('nl of the t· x i "l in ~ gon'rnnll' nt. In th e rt"al
worl d of politi('s thi~ pnJ \Td more d ilJin Jit th an had h.....n hclit"\ ...d .
llio,ctori an o,c a re ...t ill fit- ha ting ju..t wh at the majorilYwilled in Rh ode
hland in th e o,c p ri ll~. SUllllllt'f and rail of 1841 wh ich \. itnes"';'l:,d th e
wri ting- of IWo. o,ctro n!.:" ly ront ras ted plIl"lillll ions for the slatt', Slltlin'

it to ,<.ay, act ing upon Ihe theory th at t hr;r ma jor ity cou ld do a .~ it
pleased, DOH and hi.. a"''<I"ia tes ~l· t 10 work tlf hr in,g a IWW I.(o \"(' rll­
Illf'nt under their "Jll..titllt ilfll into ' ·xio,ctr llcT.1C

,

T o 1)(' ahk \0 dll ..11 ~TI1H'd l)('rfl'clh fc;r sibll' in thl ' lic:h t of th..
..it ua tilln as the J)ol r itt',~ .';'iI \\ it. 111 till' lir..t pJ.Hl·, th .. f) ('llIo(Tatir

l~lbid. III . !'. -10.
" Ibin_, V. I' :18,
1.··.\IIh"r :.t :'Iuw.,', '/'h, 0 " " WaT '" rl" (:",,,lil,</i,,,,,11 SI ,wed, ill Uh,,<f,'

f,/""d IPIU,i,k",,'. 1'101\,1'1> 1117-165.
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pa rt ~ 1II t he- northern a m i Wt~lnn pan of the nation \';I ~ t' ill:::t' r 10

~\I ppon the ra usc o f R hod e [sla nd dt'mocrac~ bv pinmnu tilt" un­
drmonalil- label upon the \\' h i~~ a~ a pan of t heir effort III m ak e a
n'nJ\'('r ~ itt the polls next ch-ct inn time. Secondlv. precedents exi~ted

o r wr-re Iho m:ht to cxi.~t in the- h i ~ l"r~ lJf 'I ir h ig"iln a nd 'Iilryla nd
for rlu- di splacement o f a n exi~ti n l:: gu\ n nme nt h~ anorlu-r thrutl .l::h
t lu- d t'\'in o o f a n cxtrn-Icgul election and co nstitu tional ('lm H,ntioll. 1

. :

T h t,y hoped it might even be po:<,~ihl ,' to pers uade the Whi ~ president .
J ohll Tvk-r. of the \-ali d ity o f such pro ceedi ngs . LI:-t1 ~ , Dorr a mi
rulu'r :-lI ppOrhT~ of the Peopk'~ Con-i itut ion , ali the reformers' in ­
~l n l lll e l l\ of g(J \"t' rn ll1 ellt wa~ ( illll"d, ha d a p rofo und , ami for a time.
unshakable fai th in the 1'1'01'1(' , ; \ ( '; HIS(' sn in~l' parably reuuu-rn-d
with th e grea t ,'~t good for the .L: r ea t (·~t number, a s Dorr muint aim-d .
could n.u but gain ~lI PP(lrt at tht' p(l ll ~ , and r-ven a t the hnrrir-ades.
of till' Iwopk in whose n.unc and for whose guod tht·y .utrd.

Do n was particu larl y ronvinrcd tha t this wa s so, Let ters addressed
to h im both before a nd after the even t encourage d him in th is ln-lieL
" Ou r men." wrole four su p po rt t' rs, "are a ll youn,g, active, ambitiou s.
dru-rmined: t he~ will never ht, found wan ting in t he ir dUI ~ to the ir
fd l" " II1t'n should their ~n\-itTS Iw.' req ui red." Another rorre-pond­
I'nt, a :'\ t'g ro , ,kmo m,tratn l ;\ n'\'ol u t ionar~ tem pe r \\ Ilt'n fit" "rolt'
I>. ,r r thilt a \\ ar fo r the righ ts o f m an ~hou ld not be confillt,d 1I\('rd~

to Rl lO x! l' b land hilt ~holiid hI.' fuu g-ht t"\·t'Tyw hl' re . :\ifhola.~ Un l\\ 1\
o f I'rm idl'Tl CO: daimcd that j ll.~t a~ Fra nco: \\ il!' ca lled "Ynl1n~ Fra nn o

"

a ft n tilt' r itil t'n kin I:: wa s pttn'd on the Ih ron o: in !tUO, Rhod e b la nd
in t illlt, \\I }lIld IX' kn uwn as " Yu un g: Rh ode I ~la nd : ' I ~

TIll' Sllnt':<,.~ o f the d,l rin~ effort 1II displace the e xi:-t int.: g-mc'rnuwnt
" h i(h l'n sut'd in 1 8-t ~ , fi,st h~ c,k rl ioll ilnd the n b~ fon-e , dt'J)("l\(kd
tn a n ...~ grc'ill dl'.I:: ("('e upon " ht,thrr Dorr a nd h i ~ a""l>c ia tl's ha d
silt,d up Ill(" ~ i t ll a t iun a s it act lla ll~ was o r a.~ they wanh'd 10 III·lie \('
it \, a .~. O n all ",'OITS t hl' Dorritl' .~' a ~t lll (, I U':<'~ wa s di~PIO\TI1 a mi the~

\\1'11' d l'f l'a tt'd ,
TIll ' first ind ica t io n tha t f)"lT' .~ slrall°g-y d id lIot squ ;m' \, ilh tIll'

Lh'ts wa~ the fa ilure of d("lllonat.~ t'\ 'erywlll're to dll~e ranks beh ind
him , I n RllI )('" Isla nd ru ral lll 'n\,,( 'rat ~ loclked u pcln llll" su lfrag-e
tl\ll\T lllt' n t as (llIO: to innTast' tl\l ' P'J\\t'!' " f u!'ha ll <lH';tS \\ il ll th r ir

I"DI1 ;1;- f .'.>: P" H ' ..~ tr 3 1 . l'ro..[<.I,·tll"·, ,\ I" il Ii, 18--12.
I:U" rr /' ;' r><' '', I , p_ U1li · 1\ ' , I>p . 'I' ., 1lI1

en tre p rene u ria l a nd lahorin l:: da,,"('"~ at t he t'xpt'I\'o(' of the Iarrning
inter ests. " We havr- -ul lered," wrote a fr iend o f D crr. " more from
th e treach erous conduct of such Democrat s as J ames Fe nner ..
t han from a ll nt hr-r ~'\lnc~." l' X annuallv . ti lt' IkmolTil t it' part ~

was divided upun ti lt' merit ... o f Don t hellr~ a nd pra ctice. I n pa r­
t bula r , Ihl' southern " ill l.:' o f the p,trt~ su.~ptTIt 'd a link between t hr­
a nt i~ l a \t"f~ movement and D orr ism. Be-ides. it Ica red t hai to , -011­

doru- revolut ion in Rholk Island would -ct ;t IMd t'xampll' for ex­
tr erne a bolit ionists, like- W ill ia m L1o~ J ( ; ,lf riSl lll a nti fo r the <laves.!"
Wh i .g~, amoll ~ them l Ianie-l W l'h "te r a nd l' rilll l'is W a yla nd . svm ­

p.u hizcd with tlu- l"'~i l't· tIl libera lizr- 1111' ~Il l r ragt' IJIl I repudiat ed
Dorr's meth ods. SOllie ~ t' a l~ aft ef thr- even t, \\ · a ~lalld justified his
pu~iti ()ll , Sit yin~ th at a !tho u.gh he n Togn izl't1 th at SOl\T ITi,,'ll powe r
resided in th e pt 'llpk Ill' would not ftTogni ll ' th at th is pllwer wa._
un limi ted a nd absolun- or th a t in eflcr-t a ma jorit y of th e peuplc
rou ld do as it pka _~,'d , H e claimed to ht' a democrat . but a conserva­
ti\"/' o ne in the tra d ition o f j cffcrsnn . \\"a ~h i ll .l::ton , and Madison."
Compa rable r('a"o llin.1:: dir ra tcd President T~ !l'r 's n-fusal to promi-e
Frderal non-inrervrntjon if t he opponents o f DOH should ask h im
10 provide protect ion ilgai n~ t a domestic insurrection. About all t ha t
could be de pe nded upo n OI11~id c' the ..tat e wou ld be rhe moral ~up­

pu n o f Ihl' Loco Ft)('() [k m ou a lS alld the \oc ifero us, pe rha ps m ;l­
Ie-rial su p po rt o f :-':c'w Y"rk' s Tammany H a ll and i t~ lea der, 'l ike
W a lsh .

I n D(jrr' ~ m ind , tt ll l~ 0110: a p pea l was left . it rceour.«' 10 a rm". Thu"
tho: people o f R hud e hla nd \Hm!d be aroused to ,!t'fend their ri ght~ ,

win Ihe mora l a nd pt' rhaps m;ttnial ~uppnrt (If the natio n a nd m a ke
Ihe truth p rnail. Kno wing fu ll \\ ell t ha t Iht' ir ~JIl wa_~ no w in a
highly emotio uid ~I ; l h', Do rr's pan' nt ". Sulli\'an and l.yd ia , im plo red
hi m in .\ p rilllf 1 8 -t~ to wilhdraw from a , ourSI;' o f a nion whi,'h
wou ld a s t he ~ wro te, " a rouse pa,,~illns which ('ou ld no l h, ' alla ~ed,

protlllno civi l sl rik whi,!J wo uld be a ttended hy h lllttds!Jed and mUf­
dtT," t hll~ relH!l-ring 11I i~ITablt, the ir remainin g' yt'a r" O il t'art h. They
!It"S\'ed led him til 1M liSt' hefur e ht' pil ,,~ed the Rllh i (O l l. ~ l

l' lbid .. I V, 1'. 1'10.
l" lbld .. 1\' , PI'. _~II , _~l, 'i'i
~" Il ro wli Un i" ' " il ' , h,Il,"i, W., ~ la ,,<.1 P" I"' '' , Fil,' IIl I·\-18~Il, Wayland ' 0

J. lh..i., .<i '·p l. 2", llH :i .
~I Dorr I',' p" " . 1\' , 1'_ Ii ,
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l'crbaps t ill' 111m.! inte lligellt advice rendered him hdoff> Ill' di d
c ro~~ tlu- R ubicon , W; IS th.rt of his brot her. Hen rv C. D" rr . \\ ho at
th is time wa s priln k illl.: law in the cil~ of :'\cw York . ."it'n:-.ing t ill'
!'(.-riOllslH·!'o.... o f the- ilpprna rhinc: r-risis in R ho de Island he w ro ll"
Thum a in j;lllU;t r y of IH-I:!. H' lIing him thai lu- was \\rflll g un
ground of principle and of npt·d i (· ncy.~~ In th e first plan ', Ht' I1I ~

sa id. he ha d not vet tak ...1I t he prudent ste p of gctli nc:: a Iavorabk­
opi nion IIpoli till" Iq::-al i t~ of his plan of anion fro m a n etuim-nt
cunsrimrional aut horit y as. ~..;l~. J ohn C. C alhoun..'\t·ol1l(lIy. 1IU'
mO\"l"IlWIlI \\ as hou nd to he r ru ...hed ei ther al the poll... Of hy forn',

Ikl ir \-inn tha t Rh ode h l.1 ndl"r;;. with the exception (If Ii IU!>(· in
Provide-ncr- and X t-w por t \,ho m idll ea..il~ be moved to riot. we-rt­
fun da men tally iuditlc reut to wha t happened. D orr .. brorher told
h im tha t lit' did no t think t lH'"Y could be roused in uppo..ition to
run..ritut ion al authorities and that the movement would. a.. a re..uh,
fa il a.. mise ra ble as had t he Cha rt i"! movem ent in C n 'a t Britain .

W ha l was needed, Mid Hcn rv. was the rrncrgenrc o f a leader like
Ihnid O'C o nnell of Ire land wh o ha d awa kened hie p('(lpk and
( fl'a lt'd puh li.- o pinioll wh ITt·. ;1:- ill rontl'm porary Rhod e hla ntl .
nOIll' ;.s yet fl'a lly n: i..tc 'd . In hi.. \ it·w. Ihe m ajori ly tn \\ hid l DOrT
\,as app<'al i ll~ , ;1 m aj ll ri t ~ fa n<l licl lh dt"di('aled tn rdoml ci tlwf 11\
the ballot bo x Of t Ill" ('art ridg-I' ho x, wa ,,, non-existent.

Suhs'''qU("1ll 1'\" 11 1" <!("mo ll.stratl't1 tht' {'lI rTn l ne~.. o f h i:- hfothn 's
nt"w~.

Tht" 1'1'01'11' of Rhod t' I:<1<lIld lumed o ut to hf' co mposed of "Udl
a m it lwlica l eknU'nl :- a s Cat ho li('s and Pro lNOlams. na tin's a m i
fOfl' ic:n-horn , \\'h ig~ anti lk lllon a ts. rural and urhan folk. few of
wholll WI'ft" f1 '\'olutinnar ic~ h~' tem pefa men l o r ('oll\ 'inn 'd that fur­
thl' r ag'ital ioll wa~ desira b le in t he li~h l o f the :-tT l'r ity o f the ni:-i...
and thl" w illill,c;l1t·:<,,, ~i lln' Fd Jrua r y I H4:! of thl' a n t i-D' lIT demen ts
10 ro ncede Illw h . " \ \' h" will figh t:' sa id nne Dllrr ite. " for 1/111' flll 1ll
w h("11 tlH' ..ub ...t 'Ulu · [t ht' \ 'flll' fill' natin'-hllrn ('itiZl·n.S: r;H l Iw c;a inl' d
hy pea cr ?" ~:l

DOlT, hO\\T \ c"T. W; IS II llwill ing 10 ret rrat a n inch fWIIl th l' pflsitio n
Ill' ha d ta kcll , and wa s nllw in a fralTll' o f m ind [( I th rnw t all tion to
11ll" wimk \ \"it h ;\IHlIlt tWll hundrl'd fldlow rrs lit' att t'lllptc'd t, ) stc'l m

~~lb;d. III . \, . il>.
~"lh;" .. 1\' , 1" Hi.

tilt' Providen t I' .-\rsl"na lllll Ill<' lIi.dn LJf :\1;\~ 1i, ;UHJ II hen thi .. failed
be tried 10 rullv R hlld t' l vl.mdr-r.. lo his I"aust· wit h the help IIf <I ba nd
of Tum mau viu-s and orher-, at . \11'1(' lI ill Oil j un e !R. Xr-irhcr of
thcx' ('\Tnb was producrivc of t hat kind of Ill; .........uppoll ami ('11­

thu..ia-m w h ic h hi .. Cl\\n l'ltll ldnl \ il'\' tlf tIlt' ..iuuuiuu IMd WI doubt
led h im 10 a n lil·ipatt".~~

:\ la~ dc-crtion.. [rum tlu- t'.IlI'I· follo\\1'11 Ihnl' di ...l..trls. ( )Ill'
correspondent w rou- Dorr that his llIn\I' a~;lin.'t rlu- ar<,.i·nal had Idl
him badlv shaken if {jnl~ Iln.III"I· Ilf it.. implic,lti(,m, that Ilurr had
;u It'd ra-hb and indi!'ol.'TtTI1~ IU..u.han rxu-ut ;1." 10 ..hake thr- wriu-r,
runfidr-ncr- in his slc;a('i t~.~:' Don ;1\ knowh-ducd Ih;11 the fia-co be.
fore thr arsenal. "hell it proved impu....,iblt· to fin' the (·;IIII1fIll. "wa..
armburable to want uf f,rc;.llli/ati"n and ..uilicicnt preparation."
hut. he concluded. "le-t llO onc hc' diNour;I~I'd h~ it. Our cuur-e- is
sttaight forward. \\ '1' have truth and ju-ticc and the blt,,~illg:- of
God. I t rust . on our <ide." ,:t'

::\'c\(?rt hclc:<,... his npponcnt-, rontrolh-d a 1::'t l\ vrnmcnt \\ ith till'
font' (If martial 10m a.. i'" most lompd linc; s.IIH lion. Funhcnnore.
it 1ll00ed in ~cpl"lIlha of UH! 10 \Hitt, ;1 new comtitution whi('h
would 111('cl ~llle. although llllt all, of Ihl' objc'ni\T:- of tht· rdormt"~.

In addition tn HlIHt'di ng C:Tt.·.ttn po" 1'1' to I' rO\ id ("TlIT in ..1;lIt' alT;\ir:-,
th,' donlmcn l n·rti fied t he ~tllTra~c' ~ri("\;U1tt, to Iht· extelll of ab;lIl­
dOlling tht' " xrl usi\'(' fn 'eh old qua lifit'ation ror \oting in fanlr of
admininc; a ll mal l'. na ti\'e-horn adu lt fi li/('Ill> of (\Hl ~I'.lr< r('~itknC\

to Ihe "01", p ru\'idc<! thai thry had ill ad d ition p;lid a ta x of at ka~1

(lnt' d olla r o r lllel Iheir m ilil ia It,,,po llsih ililie:-, Fo r the fore ign-ho rn
a lone, the old free ho ld q ualifil ;tti on l \i l .. llMintailll,d . , lIul "a~ not
10 he abandoned until tht' ra t ilica titlll of rhl' Bo u rn e .\men<!m(·nt in
IBBi. ;'\at i,'ist sentinwll l p ro \Td tll Ill' a.s ,..trong- a:- rd o rm semi+
mt'llI ibdf.~'

D U IT rduSI'd to ;tn l'pt th is tOll:-li lll tio ll. hd in irr c; CO lTn tl\ that it
\ \ ;1:- illihnal ill its ~lI l fral,:t· an d lIt lll'r prm isinn s. F rolll h is p iatT of

rd ll,ge in ;\c·" lI a rnpsh in ' Ill" ;Hh 'i.' n l h i:- rl'llla in in 1::' sllp pll lt ns tll
hll ~ (ott the :-pt'ci a l dt't"Ii o li hd d in ;"\o\Tll1htT, lIH!. IL l ra tify lhe
co m l itu tio ll. B~ adin g lIpUIi hi ~ 'lLh"i! t· tll\' ~ ITnd l'ITd tb e p rll te~t n ,l ('

~j :-' fo....n. l'P. cit .• PI" 1111-222.
2:' f)o/l Pap' ·n . I\" , p. ,0"
~"1bid.. 1\' ,, 1'. I'h.
~,'I hi, nlm\;tu\ion i, p ..i,,(,'d ill :-.1" ....". "fI, ,i/ .. 1'1', ;h'·.;Il"
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.dIllO~ 1 wh ollv innoc lIum. :"I(·Tl.~II1l:" his mi-ia ke. D,, " udvi-cd h i"
Iricnd... in Dt·;t·mhl·r o ( IH-I2 In partu-i p.uc in the n'IlIIlll.': -rau- dec­
(i(lll ~ of April. HH.I. for the PII!I)O ''-l' IIf ra pumnu t ill" gOH rIlmcllI
under t he 11('" I Ul\~t i t u ti('Il . .\ ... bdc'IT. !)"IT \\a ... ul (n l ~ I{,rl\'j nn'd
t h.u thv nu-n for w!J,,!'(· r-ufrauchisemetu he ha d fll ll,L:! lI « uuhl IIIrIl
11111 al the poll~ tll \ '1I1e' a gain...t " la w and o rder" '\'tli g~ a nd Delllo ­

-r.us. As lu-Iore, his ellelllirs won the t-lcc tinn.
Success for till' "101\\ and order" p;tlt~ ill 18,lJ W<L~ LlI from brin g

Ihe IT s ult o nly of the inherent popular ity o ( the party wi th th e \'OUTS.
.\nin~ u po n the- Ihe tlry th at the r-nd ju...rified the means. Whigs a nd
ot her ... em ployed all the a rts of persuasion. imimidatiou. and ( ' \ TIl

hl.u kmail to inrn-asc the n umbe-r o f the ir voters or 10 dnn'a!'(' the
num be r uf Democrat ic r-lcct ors . The lin t'l-.~it ~ o f p;l yillt.: lilt' re l,ri...t ry
tax o f SI .OO d isenfranch ised m ;III Y f>\x,r native-born t·ililt·m. the
freehold q ualifi ca tio n for the na tu raliz ed citizen- rende-red them a
no nentity. Furtherm ore . a large nu mbe r of voter.... ilkga l a mi other­
\\i."C. were no t ~ i \'('Jl t he o p po rtu n ity to vot e their cuuvic tiuns be­
C HI.....' a s em ployees of ' \ 'hig manufacturers o r as u-n.uu s uf " 'h ig­
land lords t hey Wt'n' threatened \\ hh l ()~,~ of job or w ith evict ion if
lhn would not vntr- as t hey W(TC tuld.:" Sud, forms lIf inti m ida lion
hali (·au...ed Bla cksto ne. t he· t'lllinnlt Brit ish jurist. to Op pOSI' a delllo­
o a lil' ~ulTl'<l g(' IW(" 'IlI...e it would illl lTasl' the pO\I\'r o f I\c:alth ill
dl'c1iol1 .\' . ~ ll I.a stl y. tht' mi lit ia q ua lificat iun c:nabll'd " ·h i.I.:'" to bu ild
•1 formidahle h lock uf \ otl'S hcealN' W hig... in larg-I' Ilu m bers had
d onc mil ilary dun' d ur ing the re(('1lI crisis.

:\c'\'erthdt,l'.~ . tilt" t'x tenl o f tht" \' iflo ry for law a nd nnlt'r ca me a...
;\ shoc k and di .....lp po intment 10 Du rr a nd h is remaini n g- ad h('fe nts.
pa rt icul arh \\ he ll t hey lrarnc:d of tht' supine wa y in " hir h many of
Ih e uld su fTragt' party ha d \ ut l'l l a ... th ey \\ ere told Ill' had !'Olll:"h l
f,I\ IlI'" fruill the "· h i~ before d n tin n. For the first Iln l!" Durr ....
int imate" sho w("d o pen d jsguSl wi th t}](' a ctions of thc' ."O\ereic:n
,wopk in whllS(' Iwhalf so nlll l h had Iwe ll \ TIlI IlIC,d allli ,..0 mud l
iwc' n Insf. O Il(" o f (h l'111 Wfl'l C' D lilT Ih ~lt o ld sulir;Jgl' P, Jr I ~ lllt 'n h.1(1
~ll d lhl'lll .~chn likl' shl'ep and Sho Wll IIH"lllSl'hn tll Ill' torrupt ;1l1 t!
faithk....". "If 1111'11 1\ill he houc:h!." Ill' n ..d a illln i. "sdl Ilw ir rights

~~norr ra pc:- , ~ . \ ' . pp. iO, 80, 88. 1'\0. "11 , F L B...-kf" " l III IlotT. ,\pril
10.184:1.

~PC. W illia m",",. ".\mrlio;,lt, S"ITra<Z,' .",d Sir Williill ll Bl...·~.I""'·:· 1' " 1;1;, ,,1
S,';'''" Qua'lnl,I·. I.X Y II!. Xo. I, D~(T m l'>", . 1":;1. VV. :;:;2·,',1;.

for t he pa lt ry rousidr-ration (,f doll,u... and -hon-livrd ...miles flf
1\C',dt ln 11a"01.-. thl'~ deserve ollly to lx' ...1.1\es:·;<O,
Dor r'~ in itial rcac tio n was r har:u teristic-allv buov um . fi e wrote 011

' \I'ril 1 ~ t hat though he wa... surpri-ed 11\ thr- evu-nt o f h is cucmic...·
,iltllry, he di d 1101 des pair. " The 1;(lISe:' he said. "is ;tS tril l' and as
gn'a l as ever. aml sho uld insp ire c'\c' r~ man with IC'lIc" l ed drvot iun,
rorru- "hal 'lill: ' ~C1 By the I'\t'nt y•.se-v e-nth of th at month . hnwr-vrr-,
he hq,:an a t la ... t ttl shm\ his o wn g rllwi n.c; d i... illusiunnu-n t with tilt'
pC"ople o f Rh ode Isla nd . The p;JI't \ . he now m aintained . ha d IlI't' lI
...0 ha d h be.u rn that he co u ld not S;I~. a-, Fran cis , ha d said after rhc
lta nlc o f Pavia. that all " a... lost ...avr- honor. He con li nued biucr l-, :

H OIlOI . ');Ilri(lli~tll. all Ilw nohh- f1lt1_id<'r;ltion~ I\hidl oucht
10 animau-u ruan nlJltendill~ I", hiv ju-t ri~hl' \"'It' {'.l~t 3w.I\'
by.J bn:t' p.tl'! of our _utflaCt· 'JolI{\'. If our IMIt\ will not
figlll 1'1' .-.'11'. in GOlf, nanu- \\11.11 will rhcv do ' . I think \\1'

could ~,.[c'ct fWIll 11ll" whok lot a "'I of'~b\i,h, ahjnl, poo r·
-piritcd s-n-aturr-, '''10 would II" rn-dir III till" 'nldom o( RII".,.1.
a nd 1\ hn ("Ilt~hl tn be alladtn! to tltl' soil. .md sold :111<1 tr.m-fern-d
with it. ill it... various ehanc:n of o\\Ilt'I\'i.hip,:t~

I II Ih i.' profound sta le' of meni al d c'p rt·s... ion D un ret 1II1ll'd 10 Rhode
l vl.md and ~I IlTnldnn l (0 the authllr ilie s lin O d Cl lwl' :ll. lH' I:I. "' h ~

Itl' ,..llOu ld ha n ' d01l1' so is not "t\lJlI~ c ll'a r froll! h is IlIITnp"ndl' llu·.
I'",,~ihh he ho ped 10 ...('cllr l' f!"l IItL till' rOl ll'ls a \'illdkalioll of h i ~

t l'lblitutioll,11 po.~ it i uli . pus.."'ibl \' h I' IUlpl'd 10 a rh in t' II ha t J I,h n I..
<YS ull i\ all h;ld ...1It.:gl'slt·d pn'\'i oll ~l ~ mi l.:h t ht· Ihl' l)(, lIdj l~ of a H, llIn­
tMy ~mrelltkr: namely. a re("()\'ny o ( h is p rt....t ic;t" a nd t hl' "'\ lIlpa th\
of .-\mnje;J.:t:t If lht"'l' were h is motiw.... he w;u. di "'1.p po illtn l. III thl'
trial \\ h ich e ll ...ued ill 18-1-1 he \\ ;\S cOIl\'ined of tf('a~lIl ,\~.Iinst tht·
...Ia lt· and ...entl'llel'd on J un e ~ll to lifl' im prisolll1H'nt at ha rd labor.

In rd k n ill l:" Upo ll th is l urn of C·H·IIt.... a frien d h ill t' l ll de!'(Tiht:d
Dun ' s ht,t raya !. lIot ~l mlK h h~ hi princi pk~ ;IS 11\ hi~ fric·lld.... ,. ,
.dlll\l st IO~I' Ill \ pa lil'lJ( (' a nd ph iln n phy a t the ""III II' l ime ;Jnt! ;1111

.1 hwl ...1 f(\ lIh III hel ie\(' ami ...a~. t hat the mass o f 1I1aukind arc IIn l~

IiI to 11"0 1 1.. lor aud Iii' ,::,01'0 110 1 bl' the' lwltcr ' 1. 1"".....:"(1 Il" IT \\;t ...

'l'lls idt'l l'd a lr.rc:i c lil.:llrt'. H(' \1 ,IS til 1)(' pitied Iwca ll"" · Ill' Irad hC'l' Il,

,:" D(lir (" 'I,rl' . I . I.. H"ckfOl U to 11m' . \ '[[ 1. \ I-' r i l ~ , Ii'll "
;:JlI>id .. \ '[!. T " \\" ~. R" HW" ..\pril I ~ . 11'141.
:I~ lj,;d .. \' 11. T... '."on \\'h i l ~ . Jr ... \ p , il ~i. Ifill.
;\;'lb,d.. 1\ '. IJI-', "K, IllIt 107.
Hlbi,f .• \ '111 """oth, lI.t..."i", I" n ," r. :\I. ' H'h ii, 18,H
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;1:- om' Iricud ~Iid, "t' :'I. p,·lk ti a nd denounced bv his first po lili\' al
a~...(l( ia l(':-. de!>c'l'tn l a nd denounced h~ a larec port ion of rlu- m-xt,

fOIMkn l h~ frit'lul :-, d" II0UIKt'd by kindred . driven from his u.uivc
:-I" IC" .md now :-I'i'l'l l .11111 impri-oned.""

In t lu- Ik plh of hi:- pn !>l mal t raged~. Ilnrr w a-, lx-voru l thr- rom­
foll:-of :-y mpalhy or Iht' n'l\!>llla liol1:- of philo-ophv . After his tUII\'ir·
lion III' p rovid ed a :-Irikillg ,C" lo...~ upon th e [ail ur e to achicve in hislif r­
ti mr- all for wh ich he had stood. ·· B1N-...ed an' Ih(N ': ' he :-;Iid. ""ho
r-xport nothing, for thrv sh al l not be disappointed... "a"

3:·lbid .. VttT •.' a ro n W hill", J r. 10 Uo rr, Fl"hrua p.- 19. 1844.
3~/bjd.. V II I, To Wah l"r 5, B" n :ru , ~ta \ 28, ISH,

E.\RLY ~1t.:SIC I:": R HODE ISL\XD C Hl'RC HES
1\ ·, ~l lI _ i r in Beneficent Con~rt'gat ional Church and th r­

Ric hmond ~t rCt· t Congre g'at illnal Chur ch
1744-- 1836

I" \\' ,,_1-1 .\ '" DI""u_"
,·II'(.-.....r of :\I " . i,-, Brown l ·n in ·roity

"lne. 11I ,,;TOII. \, or lite' Ioun h colonial church in Providcn o-, Rho{lt·
l -laud . bt'gi n:- with .. :-I,l t·...cion from th e First Co ngregational Soci et y
ill ~I ilrdl , 17,t!, "h" II 'I IIl.. jorit v of the .on~reg-alion led h~ Deacon
J o.....ph ..... 110" and includ ing J U:-I-,ph Sno \\. jr.. later minister (If th e
Ill'W :-ociet~ . hrok<, ;m,ly frum the kaden;hip of J Ol'iah Culton ;lI1d
:-1·1 up !lln' li n,C;:- 0 11 tilt" "l....t ..ide of the Providenct' R i\ <, r.

Sincc Ih ey wnt' a majority. the lIew group cbimed to be t ht' Fir:-t
Chur. h, a d a im dillkult 10 .«usla in 1>incc bo t h bui ld i ll ~ ,Hul !>lK iely
"TIT left wit h til(' nWlllhers rcm aining wilh ~ Ir, Cotton , The (0\\11

ralkd th t' Il('W rdigiou s fnro ' til(' Second Church. o r the \ r NOt Side
Chllrdl. It \\ ,, ~ al :-,( ) know n 01:- tilt" Cnn g: rcg-ati on al Churc h of Chri:-t
O il thl' \ r l':-( S ide of tflt' Salt Ri\Tr ill I' rm 'ide!lcc , and after it .« lI1 ('cl·
illgho ll:-\' \\a :- (·n'l ln!. h~ ~la y 2~1, 1744 , we find it ca lled the " :'\ ,'w
I.i.c:h t Edifilt·" or " Fa t her Sn ow 's ~ lrt·tin ' HOll ~e .' · 1 T hl' Bellefin' nt
COllgITgdt illll,t1 S" I it' I ~ W<I .. no t I'ha rttTn l hy the General A~~l'mhl~

1I111il O<'lo])t·l, I ilG , <lnd tIll' fir:-t J"1'fl'n'IHT to the Belw lir t'nt (:lIlI .c: IT·
.c:a (illll;l! ( :hllnh ill prin t date~ from 1i~ I IlY

' S"p A rt h uf E. W il"" II. I'ad,ir W il"'n.....\tn /hue H [fl4 u . tlm lOli. 1 ~ 5 l ) (hn..•
,<fIn nkrn·d to "" Wils,, !, ) . I ll' W il"" II, p, 4'1. add, that thp t"rlm <:on o: , pl(.l­
lion,r1 ,.nd 1', ,,, lwtr-ti.1n "'!'I'" ,.1,,, ,,,,,ci i"ll'ldr;tng,'"hh ,II Ihi. pC'rjud_

~ \\', R, Slapl.... .~ ~ ~n l, c>1/h~ '/'<>10''1 "I P"' l'idt n' ·t . I' roviul'nrl", 1843, p, ,I,'i:.!,
and Wil,o n, p, I O ~I ,

By thi s time t he Reveren d JfI:-q)h SIlO'\ . Jr.. had seced ed a second
rime, on th e occasion of the ordi nation of j ames \ \' i1:-o n a~ assistant
in O rtobr-r, 17!:JJ. taki ng wit h him a m a jorit y of the c hurch mem bers.
S ince th e majo rity of the Beneficent Co ngrczation.d Soeit,ty as di~­

lin n from th e C huah ) n-m aim-d with .\ Ir, W il."Oll. the serond ~no"

1lIU\'C was zencrallv known as thr - Rich mon d Street C hurc h and it..
nu-erinahouse, built hy ""~mt . 179:), as " Old Tin T op." T o co m­
plic-ate matters further, t he conureqario n kept the name Second
Congrcgauonal Church in th eir records, and the town a t large ca lled
them the Third Con gre~ationa l C h ua h and SC,K'iety, j oseph S now.
j r .. died on Apri l 10. HUH, ~i:'l.ty y("ar~ a fte- r rhr- original ccressicm
fmm j osiah Colton.

The record of music ronnecu-d wi th Ihi:- l (J n ~ career and ba r k­
eround is in some way~ mort' nneleur th a n involved. j oseph Snow.
J r. , wha teve r his willin gTu'!'>.' to fiuht un principle over some points,
ma int a ined \\ hat amou nted to a state ur illdifTtTt'nrc to music. O ne
m igh t almost ~I~ tha t he was a .....ociau-d wi th music in spite uf him-elf."'cma v as-umr-. to bccin with, that the- prat tier- of lininu out
psalms wa~ "'mwlhing hr- could nOI ' '':-t a pt', The rr-rord chows that
Deacon j ame- Snow had this ill ( han:w ;llong with Deacon j a mr-s
\fa rdwt'11. Deacons are not 10 be co nfu:-I·d with mu sical enthusiasts
wi thout po rtfo lio. One curiou.. fa , I ('llIerg\':- in rhie, connection: wh en
" ·illia m Billin gl- o f Bo.«lol1 \\a.« in I' rm idcll{'r 10 n md uet a :-inging
:-o.: hool in 1774 , IkaWIl Wa rdwell was O I\C of hi.« pupil". T his singi ng
:-o.'h ool m('1 a l t he mig-inal First Conh'Tcgaliona l Church a nd th roreli ­
l'all ~ il .«hould ha w het 'li diffinllt if no l impt ls."iblt' for Deac on " ·a rd­
\\ I'll 10 aHt'n d ~i IH " he \\a:- ..till ('x('ollllll uniea ted from th a t ch ur ch
aloll .!.:' " ith all his f('lin" membt~r.., a I'lJlld ition whif h was not remo ved
umi l 1 7 B: ~ . ~

The prnblelll Ilf singi n,l:" hy lin in,l:(" OUI a.. oppnsed to :-inging from
notl's heca me a n i"NI\' in 17111l . JO:-l 'ph Sn ow , J r. . in:- tt'a d of soh'int:
thi .. him ,-elL J"l':-or!n! I II Ill\' dni(t' lIf a dumh .«UtYcy O il thl' suhjt'll.
TIll ' result , \\'on h ~ of (hI' \\i _~d (ll1l of a Solomlln , wa s that the rongJ"t'­
g;ltion ~an g h~ tIll' (lId Illethod lllorll i n ,C; ~ <llld IJ~' hook mi n,t: tlote~ in

" Wil"')I), Pi>, 24:\. 2..7, I" 17H "rI... pupil t"n",d 1 , , ~ , ' h l· 1 amJ C'<JlIuu<'t ..d a
,,'ltuul un lh,· th ird tlVUI uf II... h"",,' "r hi, wif,,' , ,,!,,'k. I b nj >,! Suo w, on ,-\hholl
r " rk , wi", ...• th,' PI.' ILla l io!" ( :1\11 , n"w ;.. ' I I,' had .ixty or .,'v.'nty plipils, wltu
''''Silk. p;1,-i"" lh,'i, lui lion. 1'1".. id,'d tl ... ir 0"11 [,...1 "ud li"ht5,' J a lnt' ~ Snow.
hi" fa th",· in·bw. ""iq,'d It"", .r.. h,- did in tilt' li"ill.l{ "li t of th,- h,mm,"
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li lt' a lu-mouns. 'lilt' lihh and ..ixt h po int.... o f thl' n-pon noted th a t
tun e-, \\1I111d lit' dl'oppt'll if t l ll'l t' we n- complaints about a nv o f t hem
and a ("('lIl llliUn' \\<1.. a p poiuu-d In wa tc h thi ... Ju..t I \\ U \\ ('I,b I ' ;lrl i , ' r

Thom.o J lIlln . ;1 leade-r in thr- rhurr- h. had advcrri-ed in the- /, ,,,;-i ­

dcnre (;Il::.d/,' Jan..-', IiHK :
1'..;,11110<1\- Thv folio" in~ Ro" k.. <111 Churt II :\Iu_it" 1I1;ly I... · had tlf
I bOIlI<I' Jon... at hi, ,hoI' 11<",11 IIu- " 't' _t End of th.. (; 1'1'.11 Bri (I~, '

ill thi .. "lown ,it: S.,I'Tt Hamu mv: .• n,II",(tioli of Hvnm TUTW' &
Rudinu-ut-, of \ tll,i. by .\11<111'\\ 1.;1\\ ..\ .R

.\ ...\ r1ll ur \ \' il..... 'll \('r~ \\ i'('I~ IJtN'r.c~. "The in ..i..tt"llll' in the
re'pon th.u nut all tht" familiar 11I1lt'", ..hould be abandoned fmlli~h"t1

pnuec tion ;1I~;.ill~1 tilt" f('ar k~1 "l homas 1'1!I('~ ~.lholal:"e III<: cituation
with Andre-w L,I\\'~ h\1I111 t un e-."

J an1('" \\' il..... m. tlu- wcond mini-tor at Beneficen t. iIlTi,("l! in
I'rm 'id ('IHT in li!l!. " fin bn-akinc with W('~k~ and :\ kth"di"lll in
rdu:-ing' In abide h~ a rule furhiddil1g divinity -rudeut-, tIl marrv .
H (" wa-, a nracrcd to t hI" Ik nd i 'TtlI Chu rc h lx-cau-e j cee ph ~Ilfl\'. JI ..

\',I~ IIM,kin g fur .11\ a-vist.mt to help with t hr- ministr c, hu t .u t ill' ·...ann­
tinu- \\t' 1.:1'11 111' impression t hat IH'" fou n d the r-hurc h cum p.nabh- tn
Chri~ti :lIli l\ ill Ih,' fi",t ("('Iltun .-\.n. in it~ pra(til("~ ,lIld tha I 110'
mis--ed t hl' \It' l ho(l i ~t enthll"ia~lll for ~i n6nl:".~ J o.:oeph Sno\\. Jr. . had
giH'1l t ilt' dill rd. "on"(' nm"ical di"linniol1 by ac qui ring t he brgn t
1)('11 ill I I '" n, weig hing' ROn poumb an d d~ignal('d Ih(" " I"" n h"II:'
hill thi:- \ \ a " il l'll.llT lllh d"m' \\ ilhollt all~ real I,nth ll !'> i a~m . h t'('a lN '

IllI' Ri..hmond Sll'tTt ( :huITh lIl ,lII a ~( 'd \\i lhout an \ Ill'lI at i1 l1until
T h" m;,,, \ \' ill'am", Ihl' Ihird pa"lOr. pro\·i.-kd 011 1' flu l of hi" own
re~'ou rn' ~ ill 11107."

.J o~(' p h Snflw, Jr. . ~tand~ 0 111 I'\TIl tod ay a" a ..hall (·n ging figllll'
~ '\·;I",,". p_ 201'1. .'nd!<'w Law. IIm ", n L'nin",in .-\.B., I ii3. was ...-lll"lI} 1II"'"

COlllpikr th,,,, ,-omp".."-,, 'I Jll" ,,·form ",a, nol rotltvlo-I"d "tltil 1i'14. wh"" 11",
,-hun-h ""t",1 10 ;,h;u,<!"" d,,· '"I""cd li,,\!: OUI of llIlW< ' and .in~ "nti",'h- r"""
I....oks ( " ' il_" " , p. :l,t', ) . 11\ Ihi. l in1O" J ' ''' 'ph Suow, J r. and Ih,- ",,,n' "'>tl"'IY;olil-"

d"n..h ",.-r"I",,, h;od d"l'~ll",-J lor Rid " "ond Sir,.",
:'\ \'il""" p ,12, ( )" p,,~,. I 'on WI' l~ar" d ,,,t , h ~ LJl'~ of i,,'(ntl'''"''!'''' I""..i, ill

Ih,' dllll,'h h.,d " ..\<>"i,I ...,J !rim in 17'11.
'L\ lt l"lLl~1o 11,.. Kid " ,,,,,uJ Stl<Tt {:Io"r,.h I"" d,'di ,.at",l "n \ " ~ ,, ..t 11', Ij'l~,

, 10" h"i ldll1~ w", tlOI "'''lIpld",j ,mti l 11l1l7 .\ lt n J O>"1'11 Snow• .I I'. di"d <In
'-\]11 il 1Il. Ill!)'!, J"..q,1t <:"" ...11. a 1I, ' p ti., t, ,u(u'n!,",l i" ,I... r"in i,t". C",,,,'I1',
",t"" .pt I"~ \Ll'tI th,' ..h",,-h Ii.,pt i' l '<>""'d Jmq ' h Sno",', ", ioo'" 10 ,n"",'",,",
I h,,,,,,,, " ill i'll'" "I I'",,,f, ' " (:"",,,...,i... ,t, i"to ,h,' I'0 ..;(ioll of ",ini,tn i" IBU 7.

j ''' ''l,h {:ot ,wll "'[tlod" -,, t" "'Iabli-.l' tI", Pi",' S,n"" or S'T,,,,,I I~" p l i ..t. nO"
( :"U ll .. 1 1I.,p"-t {:10",,11.

I

in the life of Pruvidenrc, ami ind ir("n ly he d id a grea t deal for tbr­
musica l life o f rhr- 10 " II rh rouch t he ",·ft·~~illn:- a nd di visio ns whic h
marked hi." career, t-ach of \\ hich ult nuan-lv provided opportunities
in mall' areas. For exa mple. he Iosu-n-d the first ~klhotli!'t v-rmons
in Providenc e hy »elcomi ne Framis .\ :-hury, and he also cncouraod
the Universal i...t movement bv .~pon.~(lring- J ohn :\I u rra y in Provi­
deuce. H is successor at t he Richm on d St ltT t Church wa s a Ba p tist,
and th e Rich mond Srn-et Church had a large part in sta rting Grace
Episcop al and wesrmin-rcr Cong-n'~ali(m:ll Unitarian ) ch urches."

The tu rn of t ill' ("("ntur~ broucht no nrw or start linz cha nges in
eit her th e Beneficent or the Richm on d Strn:t ..hu rr h. Deacon \\',trd ­
well seems to ha ve ber-n in command mucicnllv at the first and
Dea co n Snow at the ser-ond. l Iavid Vinton, chairman of the music
commi ttee at Tll}. First Co ngT("g-;tt iollal Church. wa" active a." a
re tailer of mu...i(" !xMlb. alone wit h ~ I n~'~ :\"ye:.. and ut her-, -urh a~

\\ ' i11 iam \\ ' i l L: i n~n , who advertised J aw b French's lIiJtor.r of 1111' ­
mOllY for :".1. 1(" on J anua ry' I, IRO.\. Da n iel Read's music colb-cuons
and Ol i\'("T Holden's ll'orn'Jtrr Collulioll \\tTe for sale in Provi­
dl'l1("(,,, bU I whe thn Ih,'f(' wa" an~ sak t'Xt,,!>1 for II"",, at hom ... i!'> not
knowl1. J oh n Geih, (;lIniliar;t~ t ilt' bui ld("r of the organ at t h(" Fi"'l
Ctllll,'-.-eg-a tional C hun -h, ad\T rti~·('(1 " ( :hurr h an d Chamht:r OR­
(; .\:\ :"0. . of nn\ silt' and I'ritt'" anti " PI.\ :\O FORT I>; , gra nd
a nd ~ma ll D iu o , (If difT("r('J]( pritT:-: a l",) It u rd Organ": ' T h (" ("oP\'
in the p , o; ·;r/.' IlO' Gil:clJc (If Ja n uary 14 , 1Rll-l, cllnt imwd wit h mo rt'
a .......ur itlUt· t han any mod ern or~.1II huiltln \\ou ld dar(":

Ii i, Ch url'l l and Ch a llllM'r O I!r,IIl" It<' \\',Ina ll\'; fo r L if." Pia no
FortI''', &c. for "i~ month•. App licat io n, madt' to h im in :\ew York.
fIr a t .\ Ir. D , Vin ton. :\0. 7. \tl rkl,t Sq!u rl'. Pn ,\·id n l('(·. will hI'
dllh aft" nd,'d to.

;\I,ither fk n efit ellt I1 l ,r Ril 1111 1' Jl lli :"o. tllT t " ' ~P( ' 11, ll'll . I t \\ it" ,l lm~t

tilll!' for a Ilt'W dumh hu ild ing for Ikl1l"fict' nt a nt! th e Rich lll(lllli
SlrtT I ed ifin ' W;I ~ "ti ll ill lCllll p k tt" <t lld .... 1 I\" t l'l'ad y fDr an orga n .
EH ll if till' ~ i l lla t io ll had 1)('1"11 i,k.. l o thn " i..... ., l)l,th , hurd lt'" ~ ti ll

lJalllll'd i ll ~ l n l lll (' ll t a l 11111:- it- ill ,IllY fOlm ; ll l y \\ a~.

' ['h,' lir~t n id l'n c<' (,f ;1 f h;'I Ig'1' in a tti tlHk alJ(ll lt itl~ t ll l ll ]('lI t~ i~

rl' r unlt'd ill Sl apl\':<' , Jil l/uk \\ 'he l] Th"IIl ' I ~ \\ ' i ll i a 111 ~ C<llll ,' t ll the
Rid lllltJll{l SII(,l'l Chll n h ill J ; 1I 11 1M ~ . IHO i , Ill' It,ld " fo r hi" healer".

;S", W il-. n" . 1'1', 2~, Eli ii.



I I ~ I:'f/rly .\llHir ill Rhode l slan d C hu 1,he! Harly .Il1u ir ; /1 R hot!e I slan d <:hurches 113

Edwa rd \\' illlu r, \\ ho wa... never able to learn to read : J o hn C larh ,
an r-xcomm uni cuu'd fnT-\,ill lbpli t ; a nd .\ la 1 B<I ...."(· I • .\I r. 1\;1.......e-t

...at in the 1-:;dl('f~, plav ed 011 a ba -viol a nd m~ teno r , a ........ i...ted h~

.\I ~ . Ll iz;.b,·t il S;\ lll IN III, and her isn-r, Rcbe cra S now. nicre... of
Elder SIIOW:' .\ b.,tll a dcz r-n p io u women complet ed the ...« ('11('.'

.\lIlI'h mon- im po rtan t th an t hi.... .\ Ia ...."a Ba....set -ccm... to ha n ' bu ilt
t hl' fir ...t urua u madl' in I' ro \ idt 'IIIT , some time between IROH and
W IIi. for t ilt' I' ac ilir Con~n·~at iuna l Church . to u...c the pf(Jpn m'\\
name fOI " o ld Tin '1«p" ;.ftn IHOll. The a ccount in Staple... · .1"'/IIh,
la n.:d y provided h\ ' 1- IH,m;'" \'·illia m.... read... :

\ \ h il,' .\1, . \\'i llia ll1 \ \\<1\ tlu-ir mini-n-r. M a__a Ba' S<'1 iliad.. an
«rean. whk-h tw oth-n-d 11 ......>t·i..tv. IfJ h,' u-cd in the public wor...hip
uf (;,>tl. ;IIHI \\ hid. tilt'\' ;Ht t'pwd. ;I!:ain_t the avowed ...-ntnrunt-,
and d t.. idr-d judsnu-ru of thr-ir mini-ter,

The d.uine uf t ilt' Olg,lIl i... befon- 1811';....inr r- .\11. \\' illi,llu ... Idt
the P "...irion o f m in i...n-r 0 11 .\ p ril 'i , 1816." Alt hough t he " O ld T ill
T op" bu ildill~ wa ... use-d un t il I8li, no Iunhe r reference to rhe ltl ....'(·t
organ ha... been found" hit h h lluld con firm its use or final d isPi ,... itil lll.

T Ill' lilst IN" o f in ...trullw nta l music o f a ny kin d in the Ik·nd in ·1lt
C hu rc h COlll(~ in !Hili, "('\Tn ~ I· ;l r.< a ft t"r the old meet i ll ~huu"!." IMd
IX'en to rn dnh" alld rc'pla n 'd h~ thf' prt-...t·n t ... tone fh unh with it ...
f;lIlIil iar " Ro und T op" dom(', ("(lp ied after t h(' D u bli n Cu...to m hou:-t·
of I iHR. It wa ... nnt unt il I8l~ t hat th t' ('h UTch Hl tt'd it would "not
0PPiI"" till' ha\' in ~ an "r~an if th e ~oci('t~ wi...hed one." IH

TIlt' fir ...t f('j"o f(It'd h~mnal at Iknefin 'nt C h unh w rnt·s in I HI ~ I .

m id\\a y llt' t \\( 'I'n th,' " p pt'<I ra nIT of in."tru m ents a nd tht' n lte for the'
"f.!.:<tll. f1 n lwrt Thr;l ~htT , fo r m an \ ~ ,·a rsor~ani ...t a nd mu~i (' di n 'nol
o f lk lldin 'nt ( :h u rrll, l i ~t-. th t· I N ' of D I. SIIIII [)omolu 's Ch';Jt;fll1
Psa/m odr in t il<t t yt\If, k;I\' i ll ~ roo m fo r qllt·... tion ~ ahou l wh ~ t l]('

-Slapl.... p. ,1.'17.
~ 'S t ;oI'I"', I', 4.'1", T hnrlla. \\" i ll i" l ll ' 1,.(1 in .\I'lil. 18 1f>. In j ul}, Ill l li, hi••uc­

..,'"ur, \\";]I;,n l l' ,-, -. Io" , 'pli ll l,," "'wrd, :0"(1 1),,, Cah -in;q Co"!'tn·!'tal;un"j CIt",('],
willtd,,'w. Pr... lo" w,,< d i., ,,;, , ,,d in lft21 ;", d 'V ill i,,, ,,, ,-, 'I ,Hr...d unt ;.... ul(". l 01
1112:1 wh,'" I", w,,, .1" '1'1"-.1 rur r... illl( to I"""il<' th ,' o: ol1l(r",(,,\;oll' . Aft"r" I>r i,·f
int n.-" l witI, ELm, CL,rk, ,\ !tWIt j ",l-ulI , "fn·..J('u ill 1I 1<" I\(i"l( tl\O" two 1l 1U" 1"
,,\(., in 10 fUlII, 11,, - I I" i" lI ( :"" I('''' I'\ " l ioll,,1 Ch"r<, h i" .\ "g",t, 182,,). 11 ,,1 j " d' '' I'
wa, ""'T' ;",,,, 11 , d '" ,,,i,,i,tn ,,,,rl Ilw "'II'''" " ,,, , It .' '' 'wd 'lll"i" in 1827 wl,," l\
"( ltd I i" 1,,1''' wa_' "I>;II,<1o ll.-<1 ;" h,-or of .l ,,,·w hu ; l d ;,, ~, a \<o 0 1\ Ki,-h",o"d
S ln.,. t , .",d ti l< ' ""l"("-~,lti",, 1"-,'a])U' tl\O" Kid " "OIlU SU" " I CO"Il,,· ~" ti'llla l Ch,u-d ,
"ml S"d, I ' T Il<" I ' I ~ 'l1u"lh l ' "i"" CU"" 'T~ a tion ,, 1 Chllrd , i , tI". Ilr"" 'nl '''''''''''''1'.

l" \\'iI,o",I'_ IiI

I
I

fon"g r('~a t ion d id !lilt adopt .\'tHlef of the T em ple the Iamor....
Hr id gc~wat ('T Collect ion o f -"':Ifred mu cic in IRIo, or th e Froridcnc e
<:01/('(1;0" of Sacred .11101, ~ Idndia S;ufa ) h~ O liver Shaw. \\ hich
was advertiv-d 011 O ft o!M'r 19 . 1HI Y, at T:lt <I ("(I PY. F ro m t he records
~ Illlw ing the :-Ilf\'ey (If 17HH it \\ I .uld " Pllt' ar rhut h~ rnnab \\ ere in
'N~ earlie r t ha n I HI9 . hut tl lt':'>t' :-tT ITl to han' bee n perso nal ra ther
than church prtlJX·rt y. A... I" h' a~ 1R_B t fu- church bo ught the book­
to in ...u re uniformity. presumably. a nd the-n delivered "a cop~ to e\Tr~

p"rson \\ hn is regu larly or ~t' lI ('fa lly in t h e- habit o f attending ami
,in~n1: a t the E\"en ill ~ ~I ('(,t i n~ for safe keeping and nee." 11 T Ilt'
pr e" 'm :-~ ... terno f h ym na l, in pew ra rb i~ a fa i r l~ rece nt dev r-lopnu-nt.

' Fh r- dcr-i ...inn to 01 110\\ a ll organ d id no t produc e o m- mer night.
Dea con \\·a n h , ell·s :<.( lII \\<1.... a pp.ucnt lv unim p re-ssed, for IlIIt·. O n
Der-em ber 6. I R~2 , he decided to a lte'mpt to learn 10 p!;l~ the 1);1 ... •
\ 'io\ "for the u:-t' o f the ...i ll~ lI~ :-t hlM)1 and choir o f -inuer... of 0\11

-ocietv." Hilt the lk-acon raised th e m tO!l ("y ...inglc·handrd from ()JI('

hund red a nd eight ... ul r.-c "rillt·r.-, nnt wit hout sorn r- ditfi cultv. O n
O rtohr-r ~O, IR·]-l. the su h:-t rji lt"rs \ ot('d "to purf h;l:-t· an or~an of
.\ 11. .-\ p p leton o f li< r.-to ll for 1601)dll lb rs if thc' mnnt'~ ca n be rai""d.'·
\\"!wn , hI' r a mp'lil,'l l \\ <1:- 0\ ('[ tIll' toul pktl~"d \\ a:- EI(XI dol!;l1'­
a nd thf' o r1:.m \\a... d diH'red on J III1I' :lH, IH2:">. Thr I k aco n ':- ,.on
had :,> hi fte d fn ,m 1M...... \'iol to pia no in St'ptnn llt' r of ISl .. in antici pa­
tio n of .....ryin ~ <I~o n:: al1i ...t \\h(' 1l t Ilt' tilT\(, (;lIn('.I:' .\ n ext ant .\ p pktoll
list from IlU 3 da te ... t his im tru l1l1" lIt <\:00 O pu... 8, from J uly. 18 :!:-"
ralhl., tha n from J UIH' for :'>l ll1 l1' Iink no wn re<l :<'(JIl . I ~

Dr a con \\·a rd \\(·n .... ~1I1. Stc' pht'n S.. wa ... d uh appo inted nrgani"l
and h i... di a r ie... record :-t·n.,,,1 l11ik~t ll/H·s. a ~ follo \\s :

"l·h ur M.Lty. J UIW 30 ( 182:) . EVI · l1 i ll ~ . A t t" nd " d "illg"ing 11lt·I·t in !: in
th,' lIppt'r pa ll of tl,,· r l H'( ·till ~ I H ll lM ' \ ' lin" w,' ...a ng- (or Ih,' I ... t tilll< '
w it ll till' O rg"a tl. whi,h W<l~ IlJaY"d hy .\Ir. n . Sha w . It i~ an ,....
cd lem ill_IrUlIl t' ll! & ha _ a linl' tOlll'.
Saturd a y. Jul y 2. 182:-) ... O r'-! ;t!l pL1Y" (1by ~fr . S!L;I\\, . T lo i... i... tl u­
ti"'l t ill lt" it ha , h' TIl IN'II in puhl ick w'II _loi p . LlOn l lo l l ' ~ ~ it 10 ti lt"
!:,,, ,J of 1I1;111\' _o uk

l.ur d's J);lY. .ltlk :\. 1112,"1 " ~Ir , ,,1I" n "r HO... toll ha~ pbY" d till' Or-gar l
II \\, il,on. I" N i .
1:'.-\ "01"1'10-1" ''''('0",, 1 "",,-I ... (""ml i ll \Vil-lI11 , 1'1'.1 7 1-2.
I:llnforn,at;"" """n-rni"j( \ 1'I,I,-wl' ",-".' ''' ;ll I' n ,, -i,k n...- ha' h,-,·" "wnnou<[,

, uppli" d h) )"t ;" B." h,,,.,, J 0 ,,-,''', Ill T,i ,I<-,,1 " f ti l!" (lr~ a n lI i, tor;c',,1 Su, i'·I \" .
Pon land . ( :on ", ..-li,-"I .
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F1//1)" .\/ Io i( ill R ho" ,' l slnnd C !WII!l n

thi s Jay. Hr- is a young ma n w ho ha s plavrdat ~1r. \\ 'al,-"'s lIW(' tillg­
hon-e in Hoslo!l a nd i~, :1 fine- O rga nist. I It- is ;1 ver y modr-vt young­
1Il;1Il 8.: [ kit n lTlsidc rably atle-ctcd wlu-n I paru-d wit h hi m tbi ,
.rfn-ruoou . I I" is going out of lown in tlu- morning if tlH' Lord will.

. \ .s .Vnhur \\ 'ibon Icn,rds: " \\ 'ith the f(·.stil·itin 0 \ 1'1". Stephen S.
HOI\ II,ok r har~e of thr IOll sok OHT \\ h irh he prc ~:-idt'll for ei .ghh't'll

yl'ars.11 H e \Ias t 1\cnrv- four in IW.!5 ,
It is Iny likr-lv thai Su-pln-n :'l. W a rd wd l\ diaries :111' the most

impurt.uu privan- record kept hy :1 musician any\\hen: ill this rountrv
ill this pniod. EXl q>t for III< ' ('ntr·ies \1 hirh Ir<l\'t~ bee-n published hy
..Vnhur I:, \ \ ·ilslJn . they ha\'t' !Jeen oIJ:-cul'ed by the l)Jes('lIn: of

I )w igh t-, 1011I1111/ and sim ila r IT( ords desi ,t:-nnl fo r public print. Likr­
III<Illy pri\at" n-rords. these diaries n-veul what really interested the
mall as opposed to what sholrld ha n : intcro-tcd him. "lhr-v ill'iwte
pr ying I'yes hy onri tlinc; the obvious time and time aunin . T hl'y
reward bv 1"(,\Taling aspl'C\.- of the life of the time which \IT \I'l luld

"t hl' l'\r ise nnlv suspec-t.
Fo r ex.uuplc, having int rod ur-rd the orgrm with Oliver ~h:llr.

Sn-plu-n S. \\ 'a n \lH,Jl ~ho\l's lnunilitv as Ire ta ke-s ove-r him-elf :

hid:l~, Jul y n, l H2->... vm-nd.-d sillging 1lll'l ·ting ill tlu- "I '!":" palt
,,( tln- Il H'I' t i lig hon-e. I pJ.lI ,·d till' ()rg;m for ti ll' first tiuu- with
t I lt' ,illglTS.

I .nr d ' s lLrv, J uly 10. 182:1 . ' ["h is [cu-e-noon I pLr~Td ou til!" Org;ln
r"l" til(' l vt t ime in publir-k worshi p in " 'IYin' riuu-. Lord hdp 111\'
I\Taknl'ss a nd gr ;lll\ IIll' "ki ll to plav to divine ;\(Ceptallel' &: til ;'
edification of III< ' r-onrrrr-aation .

In .\ II~us t . he began to invite ~1Il'Sts and \It-, \ lost's 1\'mes pl avr-d
o n .-\ lJg m t 7 anti 2 1. \I oses ~oyt:s ap peared first as it singin~

ma-ter in 1 7lj~1 and later. in 1110:>, as organisl a t the First C"lH~rT­

g:ltilJllal Chun h. hut 1)\' lH::W he sel'ms to havr- joined St. j olm's
thurxh. O rr .\Ul:ll "t ~g, I WLi, " vl r. D . L I o n" played the organ , O n
~1Jl1day, Scpr ..mhor II, ".\11'. Danforth Lyo n p l.ucd the O rgnll lxuh
1" (l IT n l ~ )[ 1 and . \ ft n ll([llll . as I sat dn\nl In-low in the prw s." ' -".

11\\'i l'Oll, p. li2.:;, SIl 'ph"" S. "' ~s ~ p"pi1 of O . Shaw i t )! ,,,,,!, -"h"w-l ,l iml
<o1~~"i ' l nr l), ~ Fir'l t :O lJ ~I" ~ , ll i""oJl ( :hu,..-h l .

I·-,S,'" .I"'''' ' Ell"" ~LJlO !<l ..... "' lt o"~ ),I"I"} lli.,I!),.\'. Vol. Ii , xo. 1. J;lI1 \l" n .
l'l c,lI. PI" n. u. .\ 1<0 \"01. I i . ;\io, :1 . July , !(1'>8, p. 82. Th ,' \\, ,,,,,1,,<'11 di, ,,i,·s <'( .n­
I,li" ti lt" "" d i,.,1 ,.d( ...·ILI·'·' to d .ll<' for D,mfOllh L ;oll 'l '" m" , i"i,,,, iu I' ro"id ,'n ", ',
If,· , n ", 'd '" i"lni lll "'!,!::Hli, t at (I ,,' Fil ,l C""~" ' ll;;,t ioll ,,1 ( :lllln-h ill 18:12, loll l
We do m,t I,a,,· .1 f ull " "I lim' of hi, IIl ll';(;,] r ~r<'cr as "PI.
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Ilc' Ill II'llk
Ol d lI und wd

ll' ,in !!: un tn tIll' Lord .

Another name a ppca r~ nn Sunday. O ctober 2. IR2.l . .... hen the
(·Ilt'1' in rhe diary reads. "janu-c plavcd the O rga n Ih(' Ia"t rune.'
"jamrs" remains a my~t e r y Iur qui lt" a .... hilc. O il '\ [a \ :!I. Utlfi. lht"
d i 'lf ~ records that "Ja1l1~ pla vcd the Orga n the first rim e" which is
an e-rror o f mt'm()r~ if th is i,~ the S;lll1t· j nm r-s. \rc fina lly' d i<;.('oY(·r.
h y mean- of a n ao-idr-m tha t J a m es i" a nephew. The l'IlIry lor
FdmM'1 15, 1830. 1l0 1("~ rhut Steph"11 S. sprai ned his left .... ri"t and
a~ a n-suh "james plaved the O rga n d uring the d av & .\ Ir. fl. I.\ on
pla vcd in the eveninu.' Ja nw:- pla vcd a~ai n on Fcbrua rv 2 1 a nd ·:!H.
FiIl ;l I1 ~ o n .\I a rch 7. th e sprained w ri"t "till he ing a p roblem. \\ t'
fi nd "james. rn ~ m-phrw ." '"

'Fhrrr- (>t her refer ences te1t he Ilrg-:t 11 from IH2;l-() mav lit' o f i rll ('l(','1

to (·/lm p]I·I,· this part o f rlu- pirturr-. On Xlondnv. O n ;IIJI'I In. 1H'2:I,
",\ 11'. Appleton.the huihh-r nf our ()rxan and .\ ir, ( :eJ\ '(' \' wh rl tuned
it \\ tTl' h lTI ' t his dav. tln- la tter o f whom tuned most o f liw O !".l.(al1
I hi ,~ afternoon. The ~ arr - ho und [or j\-('w York. " O n .\I unda \'. O , 10­
lx-r 17, IH1;'),t here was a nw ni ng- of "Subscribe-rs to IIH' O q,:;;n a t lilt'
\ 'I'"l r ~ " a nd Oil .\l o1ltb ~ . J UIH' '21i, HI] l;. S tephen S. \\'ard wd ] w tiu­
in h i" dia ry :

,\lll 'lltkd IItl'l'tin£:: of ~uh'ni l ....... to ti ll' Orl:,'an at ti ll' \ " ·~I n . \ 'oln l
10 Jlu....·m Ihl' O r!!an to Ihl' ,",o..i,·ty. .

The n.m im: of t ilt' orl,'"an ~'t'ms to ha n ' lx ,t'n ta ken ('ai m " 11\ Ih.'
( hor;11 fOIl' t'~ a t Bend in 'n t ( :h unh , ' I'here is a pril t" lt""o~ ent " fo r
:\"lIwml wr 17, 1R2S:

( anrio ll~ .d,lin1!s ,of 1111'(" alT 'I"ok'·n . ~Sun~ Ollt" \'("1""" and pan nf
anolllt'r. I ll<" .-\lr & Itt~~ ' lad two d ltft"r("n! pitrhl:" and lilt' tUlll'
Wl' ll! "" hadh Iha t WI:' nwwd sinr::i n£:: a n\" mon°. T hl'r l' a n ' hUI a
fl'l\ o,,;illl':ITS \1 ho atlt'nd 1/11' l " 'n llrt 'Swhirh mak('"s it diffi('" ult 10 ~i llg,

Il i tll h i ~ lead 10 cont rit ion a nd im pron'nwnt ? XOI a h it of it. 'I'l l('"
( I ia r~ ('lIl ry fllr Ihe l1 t"xt da y. .'\m ·l'mbn IA. read~. " :\d j(lll nW( !

wi llll' lIt ~ i llg-i ng:. t lwr t" IX'inc: !-<I fl'w prT~I· lI t. " Tht' rho ir o f :<i ng l' l~

' '1 )pa 1t' ' ll ]~ did !l..t1er o n J III ~ 4. III:!/;. f' lr a "Xatio lla l .lll h il,. ~l t o ur
,\l c'd ing- 11 0 11 :<1' ~11 ., o· d ock.'· Th e nlll :<il' ind lld l'd :

101 111t I"sal lil 2 Part
I!lol h I'~ ~ d lll I 1',11 1
.\ll tlwrll ( ) COIlll" Ir'l

"'TIl!' "Illri,.. h um 1825 "U' ,'oll ."i"...j in ,·ol"mn .; an d Ii of .h.· diari.· •.
V,..I"tI" ," ,,;,,1' "irh J ut- 211. 1828 ;tIll! n,d. will, '\"':01'1 I. 18:10.

"lh i-, " a ~ app.l rt'l1l1~ IllI" first U~' of an anthrru at " Round "lop."
The mU~it;l lh irril.ilinc: ~Idl' of ,.... tephcn ~ . \\ <!r(h,,·U\ diarir-, mav

h... d t'ar" ~ho,,'n In u~illC: volume ~l a~ an ('x;lInpll' , ' I hi" \olullll'
"oHr" the period fnuu mid·IR.!H to mid-IR.tn. tlu- period w hcu
.\I r. A pple-tun in-ra lk-d a one-manual in-trmucut .11 the Rich mond
;"Irt'l"l Chun h and ;1 -imilar instrument al \ \ (....min-ter Congre­
g-a tilll];l l Church . \\ '(' di...nvr-r an amazing m i"t l'l ];l1I ~ (If each:

.vpril -,. 18~): .. l ' I}llkc ' to t he ('ofil!:lq!:atinn I h i ~ ('\"I·ning-. which
hurt 111\ lum:, \"IT\ t1HKh ."

.\by :m. Hl2!J ti ll' Auuual C e!t·hra tion of S,thbat h Sch'l(']'
hlOIl l!: h t ll(" t \\ I'I'n won a nd '211(1 Ihildn'll 10 thr­
F ir, t ' 1t11'1i' l .\ It·d ing- lI oll" ', wilh b~rllll5 h y the­
( hoir.

.Ju ly 12. Hl2!1: ".\ !t " m k J rrllTtilig at tln- .\t l'1b"d ist Chapel."
[:'\0 mrntion of muvir.]

Julv 2G, W29 : " " t\ c'n d r'd rn rT t illg a t G ra n ' Chur ch."
[.\gai n no na-n rion of anv mu-u.]

Sept. 2, l R29 - Brown L' lIin ·rs ity C Otlllllt'Il" 'll ll'llt 1\OIS held ill
....;, l"jltionally wnrrn wr-a tlu-r,

:\",.n'llrhn I',: " 1 am-ndcd Ill'Ttinl!: a l tilt' R i..hrlHlIId Stn'c·t
Cong!. [lif] lIoIN '''' !:\"n Illl"lUioli "f l1tl1~i, •·...n·p(
(hl' IUI1\" ,um::.l

T hn t' i~ no llll 'nlion of .\I r. ,\ppkton (lr of Ill\' t"o 11("\' (lrg-am
<111\ \\ ht'r t" ill l ilt' a r n Jtlnt and no 1lIt'llIion (If "Ihl'r ()tC:,lIli~l~ t.r din'l'­
lor's. T he fa n tha t .... ' li nk intl're~t \\a.' "hO\\11 i" uTt,lin" surpri~inc:,

O n tht' other ha nd . Ih i., ~.une \ Illume of Ihl ' diaries c:i\t'<;. an in­
Il'r('<;.tinc:: insight into t ht' silll.,'ing '-(hool "ilu;lIion at thl' limt'. Th"t
"t·a..un 182!1·.m Ihe ~in~ing- '-('hool romlllelun) in t he \'t'""tr~ on
.:\o\Trnbe r :!. \\ ith a bout 130 o r HO ~holan; a llendillg and \\ilh
" Bro t her C . Pr;ltt " a" It'adwr. Che~l ('" r Pra tt . III<' fir~ t "up.--rintt'ndent
of Ihe Su nd;1\ <;.(: hool a l Ik nefi. enl. had fOIl W mc', fro lll rllllnim,' <I

"im ilar M'hool ill Ih ~' Fir"t COIlt.!:Tegatilllla l C hUII h ill IRlR. \\ her e hc
had he en pa id S'V•.OO q llartt' r1y. The IkTl l'fin '1I1 p rnj l'l t \\ a~ a frt'c­
.... ill o tfnin c: , h\ all llw t'\ ,ideIHT. and ~ i l1n' Ihl'lT \\ ;I ~ no parl iullar
pl'e",'\Jr(' il ' \\ ~ l~' ,\ pr il '2,"1, l H30, befo ll' l lrt' ~i rH,' ing ~( h.,o l ~l hll l a r~

;tp pca rr d ill th e OI.c:al1 111ft for Ih e l i r~1 t illH',' ;

r' L" rhn .\in",,-uTlh l>i1kd tl,",wh'Tnl r hurrh !51.;1l rOl " ,ir1l6uo;: ,,'h001 ill
18~:1. hUI rhi. W.r> ,mu.",r!. W h,' n S.'yh'·n S. Wan !>• ..ll '''I{I{''''''d rh;,r h,· wuuld
" l' l' rr c' ia l" I"'i,,o;: ,Mid in IfU"l, Ih, ' ,ut';"'Y fin" ll. 100,'d him !5100 " ,,'a .. TI",
,huir h"d .•" up.'· l in IIl'Ut 1I.... ' "'"' Ih.. S(l(·i.· I' · ,,,,,,,,'d In p,,,, Ilwi. ' ·~I ...n,," "nd
il "'d' nOI unli1 lR~8 lh" r .1 ,..10;,1 \\ ," paid . S'T Jun '" .:11..,1 ~I.Hl l{ ln, l?1l1'd£
1.1",,,/ / 1i1torr , \"ul. 17. ;.;,,_ I. p , II. ,lIld W il, un, 1'1,, 21" .2 :>2 .
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In volume I.J ••f the diarjo-. ( )Ic;al,i~1 \ \ ·, l r<l\ \ . ·\1 IIl,lll;I1.:'·' I" avoid
..11 rdncIIl(.· to t hr- apv,:.n;lIil'· o f 1111' "rgan at the r ir...t B.lpti,t
:\ ItTlinc: Hou se. He mi....-cd the ··Olatnrio Cnnrrn" ttu-u- on JUl1e .-1.

111.1 -1. w ln-n hi... dian nWI.·I\ rer ord... ".\ 1 honu-." But withiu th.' 111"'1

fl"'l \1 n ·b 111" nu-nrions \ i...ilin .c; rill' Rid llllond ~I I IT t '- .hur ch. (. I;ll l '

( :hllnh.llw .\ Ia ...onic Hall. t in- I' illc xrreet Bapri t Chunh ami :\It··
, h .1I1i,-\ Ha ll. Sinn: he nTIl li...1... hnng "at :\ lr L,,\-illr·....·· Ihn.· i,
110 le;\ .... '11 to imac;iut: Iha l ln- o\tTlooknl rr-cordinc an~thine:. \\· il h

'II< h a n-cord of ani\-i l~. \\t. r-au ,clf.dy hd in r that a I h.uu s to (I ~

«rn a tlel, addit ion to t ill' lllu,ir, t11ik of the ' 0 1'11 could 0 1 would be
igllorn l, hut il nW"'I de finite h "a.... T he onh refe r-nil ,. I" ,IIlI «ruau
iu tlu pvriud lx-twrrn X,,\rr ;IIll'1 i. IH:U a."nd J an uary ~ ·I. iR\ ~). i...
t ill· .·ll tl'~ (.11" Scplt:mhn ~i. 1113-1 : " I lad our Organ Irr lwd lll i... wee-k
h) \\" . .vpplcton" - Ih(' urigi na l builder.

U ll .... uudav. XU\Tmhn ~I. IRH , then' wa... a mile ...I"'''' 1(';11 lu-rl in

IILLl ...i,· in Prnvidenr-c and Stcplu-u S . w ri te... in his diary:

.\ h l'l rh c benediction \\ r- ',Lng rh .. P ilg r im '.; F un-w ell. 11\ " "pW'1 of
mv Luln-r who Iwinl! no" j{fl \T,H~ of .II!" int..nd-, to 11 '.1\ ,. ti lt" ,-h"il'
of , jnt.:,.,.' \, h,·n' h I' h.ls failhf Lill y l.lb"r..d for pnhap' .-Ill to tin ~ ".11'

JUlU· W il>.( lIl. \\ho had I>tTlllllinisl.·r {'\, 'r ~il\(t' 17'11 U J 1; ~U

,, 11t'11 h i ta'Ii" chanc;t'd afln J ' N'ph SlIt 'W ...txnkd rt'lilnl,h"III \
Ihnt';dll"l in 1835 and a 11("\\ order bt'c:an al Bt.'lld in ·nt Chunh.
( :IIt'... ln Pra ll . ,he S;lhhalh .... hutll ...upnimemkut. aftff tr~ int.: to

built! lip I h (~ mll_~ical life \\ ilh hi~ ...in~inl,: schonk h;ld C;0I1(" un'r to

f(,rlll the Hi.c:h Street Church in ill.H, le;\\-ing ;,tephl'l1 S. W a n h \t' ll
in .harc;e of bUlh Slilld'l~ "'(-hool and IlI m ic

'I-he 1)('...1 summa,,-of tht' situatioll ha... bc:en c;iwn 1)\ I) r. .\ rt hur I:.
\ \·il....ull. \1 hu \\fite~; , .

Ih IfU(; 1I 111,i t · h a d I(';u -Iw d ,l pb,,· of im pon;llltt ' .llld t1it.:llil \ .ll
Ik llt ,ti.' ·111 - "'lIffi,it'lll I" j ll,t ifYtr"" nin/:" Ilw dOllH' " f ti lt' 111' ...1ill .c: ­
1I"ll"· \,ith.a r..plica of IIII' ( ; I., ·, ·k ( :h flL\I,:i" .\ lnllUlIIl"II.1 "!·J.\'!c .
I,ll", . .\1 " ' 1l" hold ,'(llll1' "Ill "I ti lt' d,ul IdLIl "t 1'I' ·Jlldll' · .m.]
'I lldit~ ,, ( lJl'rfol"lll<lllt"l' \tl n ,,,, 1l tlll' II'mp],' it_i'lL I,

l'.\I~)\l t lhi. tilln· Slt'1'11I"1I S, "' .II ·tI" d l ,Ji,,'n\TII'U L o" ,·1l :"1.''''11 ,IIIU b","1l11l'
., d i,,·ipk ",ii,oll. PI'. :?--\,).'il. p"" -id",,, ,k l.. ikd ,,,YolllH_ I II(" ,"""".11\ ,I .,I ~ .

tWil l i, ill Wil,oll. p, 2:i :t .\ fln ,h i. hidl pll;lJI, SI"pl lI'lI S, ,'olll ill'" d.I' ollol.l"i_1
Llll l; 1 [BU, " h,." hr. 100, d"I"Hkd '0 foulld lit .. F,.,·,· E• .HI/;,·li, .,1 CI,,"dl .lntl
.... .'nll.ltll S.'hool (Wilson. p. 22 [ 1.

HOOK RE\"I L\\'

The Li te .tnd \\ t.r l.. .. ul Ed ....ar d Greene ,\ laloo,1(' 1~-7·II'\U~. II. I{", I
1'.luk ,· [ .. I", ;",. "ilh.m iut r..dmtion I" -n"...I..,,· H" h.." .tlld" f"",.. ",,1
I•• .I..IUI n.,,', 11.' 10 h. J r. I!! p.,,,,.,. ;\, ." )""rL I Ill" :'\,·" .)"" ,L I I.' ltl l " .•1
"" ~ "'1\. 1!1 ',I1_ I!."O.

Kh...,," 1, 1." 1(1 ha- 1>....11 ,i lll.: ul.lrl, '. ,n ul1 .,\o" in it, .'1"'" ... ,, 1 .'1l1'.1I" . I" ' "
dlhin~ """n "h.. "n, \ ,' 1\ m·... if 11"1 ",1".•11\ .•lth,· t,,1' in , IL... r "·'IM·,li,,..
Il<" ld " ( ; i IlM'r! ,",lIMI!. I h~ painter: thr- "I",," n"'nd, ,0110 t;, ..Id.ud- "m"I1~
lu nlil 1J1" -IlMkn'; ;lIld I:,h,.ord (; n- ,.",. :\l alho 'l\t' ,' I1I"m: lu in i.' lur i_I, . _\nd.• ,1
1111""·' il i, I " "",,I>I~ ,.,f.· t" ".~ 111<11 there is the It-.,,' dd",t,· .,ho m th e pro',
.·", i",·, ,,.· "f \ bIlM,'.... ( :O'1I"illl\ America h;,s neve-r prod IK,·t1 a li,wr arti-t in
hi, 1i. ,lo. ;",11 '" llult · l.:"t"S 1>111](" ~ row, more li r ml~ ,·,I,lhli-lwd "\ "·11 in ('olllp,:l i.
li" n with tl,,· I,,",, lhal Eurl>p" has produced.

Tlu-rc are 11l;tI11 r"mark;i1,[,- "' IW'·'S of .\b lh,,' It" , , ·;II·' ·C I. II'" Ih,. 1<',1'1 " f
.. hk-h arc th ..l h" ·"'ls sclf-t.urght and t'ltlb;lr k,·tI "" hi, ,;I n'l'r U!l.",i,ll'd .Illtl
unheralded at lilt' all;l' of 17, rhnt lu- h,,,,,,",,· .1 'Un "" ,dllll"l ;II unrr-, that Ill'
had all till' '·" l11 m i" i" m I,.. "llllid h;llId k . anti that lit' ".1 .' '" hiuhlv l't'c:ard"d
I" hi, """(,·mp,,r;ori,·, rhut hI'" d id not have t" "-;Iil Ior tIL.. jutl" m<, lll of p"',
,...i" t" h,' " , Ii" ''''' '' '''d"' l"n~ alter hi. deurh, T h..1 Ikalll, ,.11"11 h,' ";" " lIh
! ' \ ';·;LT' ..ld. i•. ill [act, thl'" ntlf" .L..1.. rha pt er in .' br illi.lllt ,\It, ,." ' I"" . l t ".1_
• ."l,.' d. ulld" " hl,·.lIy. h\ · plllrn"nM~ tuu.·rnl[", i,. ;11I,1 \1. 111>1>1 1<' h,,,! Ix-r-n ill
th, Iwu .-r IMrl " f a " ',Ir , in ( :h...I'·" '''I. Xn 'I)"n . 1\0 " 1" 11. 1."ua i.-.1 'U1d .....1\.•1lI.
n.lh. hd"n' hI· 1i1l,11I. 'lit ' tl11llM'd ;It ;l fri"lId" h" lI1<' in (;,..on;:i.l.

"':'"me m'·,""rt· of h is lin,tllt ia[ ,'''' ..', .1' .1 m in i;lllI r<" p.•intt·r '.1lI he !:.•in...1
ro"m Ih,· f;" I Ih.1f lilt' in" IlIO,"" {If hi, (" ' 1;0\1' p1.••("d ;0 \"., Iuo· or 'U.I3 I..IR oil

hi, ,-If .... t-••Illd lh is (" \' ,,1\ ,houllh hf" had ("omrib lllni Cl"1I" , ,, ,,,h In Ih,' '''PP''fl
"f hi, , i, t,..r, .1nd ' ul'p'-'rl("d him", ·1f enl ir(" l~ fWIlI lilt' .1/.:" " f 17 \\ I]('" n h(" fir_t
k h hi , Xf"\\ pon hOllW" lid "f"1II to Pro\·idt·mT I" I' M'\; f,)( h" ,in.., . ;1' a p"inter
"f mini.l lurc,;.

.\I.. II.. ,w· ".1 ' IM,rn in ;\(""IJoo 'rt. l h,· ,on of 1"hn .\1., lIx 'll(" "nd i'. l1 ri, i.,
t; .. ·t'1w. " I", 1\ 1'"\1'1" .....m ln han- marr i.·d allhol1l:h Ih... · h..d ,i " , hi ld n'u "lId
Ih.· blhn ,k.•rh ;1Ilt! l"c .. l1~ a, \;no..-I("d\:("d Ih.. Il.Il<'1l1il\ of his , hi ltlrl'" n.
JI ll" iiI'" X "" P"~I ~ 1.. II M'Il<", f ;'MIfrn·. lh ,· !:1;lI" JLiII,..r. had ." n mml••I..d .m
.-t,ur"" ", ' f"r1lll w in pri ", II,-,-ril1l: ;llId Ih.. lri'I1I"IlI.lr Ir...k . hUl run,t of ,hi.
h"d h.·"n di"il"I1 ...II" tilt" Jill\<' Ed" ard (;r""IW ".IS l"'r!l.

_\ q ui,' " '111t11,,",. "ilhdr;t\,n ,-hild " Ill! ,h"""d ;ln i"i, c'· lliu ' rich I fn ull
, 11t' 1)<'~illl1i,, ~ . E,h,,\nl ( ;1' ·"1\" ,;,m,' to 1'11 '\ i,klH " ill 11.,· f.,I[ "f 17'11. .IlHI
ill hi, li"1 kll .... h"lIlt' 10' hi, f,uhn ill{"IIll ... 1 him ,1"'1 h,' ",,, .1I1"ptilig II"
.\"'lb"'I<· II.I IIH' . II " 1""IllI',h lI·,·.. i,,'d ,'''"llll i"i"", In'", II,,· [,."ding cili,, ''' '
,,{ I'r..,·id,.n...· .1Ild "'ll" "I lh ,',,· i,. ill 11I.1Il' " .'" .111.1 I.. !' n >\·id r lld ' Il,;,.k .._
,·, !w,·;;1I1\ - till' 111"'1 irl!l'n"lin~ IIliniallir" .\la lh" ,,,, '·\Tr did.

[n Ihr "'I"Il,in· , ,11 .,1"1:' )1' "f .\b lh<llw\ mil1i;tlur.-' "IIi..l1 i, till' ,·,·n b. t< k·
[,11" '- " f Ihi. I..",k ,lIId II' 1;'1' Ih(" m,," ""Ill.lhl.- frllit "f tI... I.'!I' .\ 1, j"" IIll.II1·'
"h"I.l rI~ n·,, ·.lr,·I..., . lhnl'" i, [i,t,·d. ;1" ;\" . 71, ,, m illi.ll11n· "I, ;, 'h 11.1-' h...·"
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''''"ar t", .-nt o f .\ 11 'lIId ,\f(" h., .....l u ~ , . 1', inn ' lun l ' lIi"r n i"
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LECTURES

~ Ir. R".C;tT.\1. Frcem.rn. Jr.

Xlr . Ed C;;lr r. nr;l(lk~

~Ir~. David .-\. Hrnvton
t.uu- Comp lOn·. R. I.

Dr. R tI~,t'lI H. Carpeun-r
\ Ir~. R Il~""'1I H. Carpenter

B..rr i n ~ t o n, R , I.

Vlr. Elmer S, Chan'
\11', ( : h a rk~ F. Cotta m
~ Ir . C1wrln D. Daml

Fall Rin r• .\1"..,

hOi, t . /958

:\I r. wi ndsor C. Riltd lC" ldn
(; Ir nhroo k. C"nn.

BR OW :,\,[il) j oux

i,knlili,·,!. "nil" ",,,"ul b."" "h.'l"'''',,·r••" ::"i.h,.I.," ll ro ''' I1 . II h." 1""'11 ."11-
l", 1111 ...1 I" ~Ir . T" lrn.L11 Ih", Ihi, m,lI I Ih ,' likcur-v- ,,( J" lm 1" " " 11. Ih,·
Ill,"" r "I john Ilr" " 11 II" " ,,·. I".",.. "llhi ,.. i'·I~.

"'''. :,:U'.,I d"p<'lul" 'h" h." h""1l
1'1." ...1 ill Ihi, '".rl "" ., Ill.m"" ripl
'''''',ml IJ<~'I.; kept 1)\ .\1., lh" I1 ' ·. I I...
111.01111" Tl pl i. f<1.:,u,kd ..I' .... illll~lIl.HlI

I" n· ...·.Ol' h .. II .\1;,11.. ..u.··, '".rl Ih"1 it
h." hen. ' '"I,rudllOl'd ph"I"~ r., phi,.,lh

'" ii' "'llir"I' in Ih;, Ix ~.k . with ,1 11110"'­
,";,,, i" di, ,., . II i, ill" 'n ', l;m:: I" 11<,'"
,h.u "" it- "·,,,nd p,, ~ , . I " n l' i, ,, 1i,1 ,, (
" I'i"" I'" IMinU"d in Ih, ' ,,'ar, 17!, 1 &.
I 7~ 1.·, 1'''111 ::"", '('Itlhn until! .\"' n ·h··
tlu- I'l"I" i"d hl...n .\ l a lho llf" h." " ", l in:.:
ill 1', ,,, id' ·I1< 1". 'Lhirtv -onc clicm ,,, ,,
li'I,'d. 11"" '11 "]'0", .\1" II" ,,1l' ...,,·,·i" ',1
I'''' .~ lli lH "" carh for milli ;llun' 1'<>,..
'r.,i t" 1'1......- i, "" ::"id,nL" Broli n "11

lh i, li,1. 1."1 rh.-rc i, " J " hn 1Il"<>lI n.
.\ nd II" J " hll 11""" 11 unui.n un- h." l"\ l'r

I....... r"uud.
nIl' .IlPI.." ,-d lil "l1'-" »f Xi, h" I."

IIr, ," II. h"" ,'n·r. b..-ar-, 11" re-,..."hl." " .·
." "h.'l ::"i,I1<'I.,. i, '"ppo.,..d h' h", ,­
1,.. ,Lnl liLr ; ;t ;'. rather. 111(" p"ru.,i l
..f ., 1w.n,·,..·!. brc..· , i;<·d 1II,1II. ,,,dl ," ,,,' LII"" J ohn HI"''' ' 10 h.II'· h...·II.

11"1 I ' ll"tl ~h uf rhi.. proble m "f r;uh..,. r,Jn~ hial illll"TC"1.
I I... d,·" ripl in " r-"Iak'l!ll(" ,, ( '\ 1.,11 ".- uuniatu.. ·• i, ..xI"-1I1O"1I ".Iu"hlc. It

Ii", 171 ,' lI rihm,·d .o him. a nd illl luol ro ·prud u.-tu"h .. f ..., .•.~ mini" ,"rr "hi, h
• "uld hr I... " t..d . Ther e j, "1,,,, ;1 Iur t} r Ii, ! uf 6! mi ni"lll rl" 'll u ih"lrd." ilh"ut
.. ,nlirm.,li"n, tn '\!.l ]h(JT ", : .\Jr_T ,,1111.1lI did 1101 h;l'''' ,,,II i, i"111 infornuuion "I

Ihr . ime "f hi, death to ;lll lud ., the-en in hi, mai n li,1. .\ Ihird Ii,. i, .. f illS
mini,I '"'''' "hi. h :\Ir. T " lm,ul h,.Jil"l·" d ,,,.,.. rn;',l1l rih"I r-,1 t tl .\td!>" ",,.

n", !>,w,l', un-an--t value Iir-, ill th... ,' Ii", ,1Ild ill the- L"',i",ik " 'pr"d ,,, ,i"l1
"f t1 ... ~t.. 11 " , ", - ;U"-"llIll book . '1'1n' , I.;, .t<h " f .\bll.."...·, hfr-. ,d ,it.- n'n·lk lll ;1I
" "T~ ""y. i. ,,," ...,, h" 1 llH' " had" ' \l' ,J h, lilt' ",h,.,. man-rial. Th i. , iwu ld nHI
I... , "", id..,, ·{[ ., f.1\l1t hill rarln-r , ,i n",·. fOll if Ihi.; , " '" ;, d d iuil" t..tn' ·I" '"
[,,,,, L "II I:d" .u .r C r,·..Il., .\ la lh" lw ll" IW i, '·'oT lill'l l I" "1'1"'''r. It ,holltd ,!;mtl
_I' i" ,t1, a uihun- '" .\ l1\ l"I"i ,·,,\ t;H·..lnt nnni.uun- p.uurrr "li d \" ,I... tlll,irill t:
" fo ,d,n,hi !, "f .\11'. Tohn.m. III ." ,,'lint; " 1I1""l111l!"1It '0 hi, , ,,bj..,, Rlwl
1'01111 ' " ' h." ..r,·a''''] " III' til biruo-ll.



15..~ l ll E C H A I R
.Iff/hoglln ,.

l 't )~~ i hk Rh o(le Island Origin 17;")O-17HO

T he pu-reed \ 'a~: shaped splat of tlu- bark show;; a palll"rll of basil
s<.wlls, foll"wing a common Acwport design. "l hc addition of a er-n­

trul diamond shaped moti f del ran " from th e harmony of tlu- whulr­
and se('lIls to indicate a less skillful adaptation (,f the more sophis­
rir-au'd Godda rd prototype. lI m\ !'\ !'r, Edward J. Hipki», in his
.\1. find .\1. J.:tlwliJ. Collection vI f ·:i j.; h l t' I' lI l h Cl'lItury . / m rrin m . l rt r
( pa ge lSI ) shuw s a similar splat on a \Try handsome desk chair at
thc { Hosum ) M useum of Fine ..\ iI _", H e :l.,,,i,c;ns thi ... cha ir to an UIl­

kUOWJl cabinetmaker of New York.
T he rectangular slip seat again iudicatr-s a somewhat hnmhlc

origin. The unadorned "ccururv Chippendale" kgs with nird~

splayed back posts give a feeling of graceful strrngth oftrn found in
unpretcrnious pieces, T he cent ral cres t rail is rut in ~lightly tu ,g-i\T

added interest while the corner ears of the rnil have sulfir-icnt grare to
define the silhouette satis factorily.

This chair hr-lonccd to Co lonel , \ lll.-: lI ~l tl S Vlumford, horn .lIlly 7.
17H, the son of William and Han nah ( La rham ) Xlurn ford. O,lond
M umford fell at the Houle of Bunk er Hill. j une 17. 177;). lhe first
commissioned officer killed in the Americ-an Rcvnluticm. Before his
death, Colonel xt um tord was a resident of Xev port. R hode lsl.md.
This chair may well have R hod e b la nd origin.

Ikq 11t, ~t of Richard \\'an l (;re('ll!' \\ 'l'l1 ing



TI ll' ba rk "f this t hair I TPIT~I' l1 t s a r rudr- ada ptation of the rrau-i­
rinna l Heppkchiu- Ionn. Th,- det' p urn in th e »pl.u iudirutes th a t
tlu- chai r isa IUpy if not th e wo rko{ John Ca rlile. Providence. Rh od e
I..la nd. cabincuua kcr. It resembles \'I'r~ r1m.d~ a similar r-hair for­
mr rlv nwrn-d b~ Xorman ), 1. Isham . hut i~ slig:htly t ruder in ('\Try

ro-per- t. ~IT .In/if/Ill'S. Decem ber. 1914, v. 6. p. .111. ) ~I any of
11\l'~ narruw -h'lf ked um-splarcd transitional ( hair- ;lle Iound in thr
vicinitv of l'rovidrnre. some in maple with rush !'oC";U~. -omc in ma­
hogany \1 ith ..lip or overstuffed ~·;ll'" The original :-("at of rhi ... chair
\\;Il' dnllhlk~.. overst uffed of her-chair ornamented wit h .'io'\ags of
hra:-.....-headed nails. The base of t his chair i!'> do-adem and cerhap­
!'>hf)\\~ a lnn-r uri~in t han rhe Isham chair.

J"hn C ilr!ilt'\ anc e-tors. of \\ 'd.~h cx trurtion. firer ...n lk d in Boslon
\\ here 011l' rnarrh-d Paul Rn l'TI'\ ' dauu hu-r. On his mother's ...ide
( :;ll'!ilt' was a collau-r al dcso-ndam Ilf Benjamin Fran klin. j ohn canu­
10 l' rnvidcm c after f inishin e his apprentice-hip as a cabinetma ker
.md M'llI p his hus i l\ c~<' at I U Sout h :\ Iilin Street. whr-rc he an d hi!'>
brut her a1-"O de-alt in lumber. x r. j oh ns l. pi-copal Chu rch Oil Xort h
:\ (.lin Sueet has records of 1111' pun-ha-c of lum ber and window
Frames supplied hv John Carlih-. H is heme 011 (;n,rge Street was
wlu-re the present Hope Club Lxtcn-io n now ...rands. Carlile wn...
cvidcnrlv a substantial Providcnre ritizcn who held important town
olliel"s. H i... por trait, pai nted b~ Gil bert Stuart, w a ... prese-nted by hi ...
...on to :0,1. j ohn"... J.odgt" of :\I a!'>on..... bu t it wa .... un lonuna rclv. de­
...nov cd in t he fire that ronsurrn-d t he :\Iason ir Temple. Xla rch EI.
lR~16..\ drawing ownr-d by TIll' Rhode b land H islllri,",,1 S,n"il"ly is
d"uhlll's!'> a ('op~ of th's Swart pain ting.

Ex-rnlh-r-tion l Ir. I ,o llisa Pa ine Tin gk~

I Ij . S I D I: C H ,\ I K

.1/'lhoglllly

Rhude bla nd . t , II-lOO
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~7. PE~ I B R OK E TABL I·:

r, 17~IO-18tl()

From the LlIT1il~ of Don or Caleh F i~h (If Sciuuue. Rhode b land,
the [oundr-r of the Rhode Island :-' Inliral Associar ion , this Pembroke
rahlc lllay well have originated in Providrncr-, wherr- j ohn Carlile
,11111 Orindcll Rawso n we re can-yin,!!: Oil their trade in the Hi-pple­
\\ hilt' st ylr-, Simple inlays of satinwood follow the lint' of the curved
draw-front and the tapering I ('.~ , whi le the usua l Federa l oval placed
OIl the joint ur e of leg nud drawer is "imply but nea tly executed.

Ex-collection Dr. Louisa Paitu- Tillgk~
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~8. BED

I:!B

J/ aho,l:an)"

1760-1 780 ,\' e'" port
Certain features indicate tha t t hi~ bed is of rathe r late Chippendale
d are whc u Hvppk-w hill' ~I~k!' had ju-t begu n to len gthen the gene ra l
lines andt ha t it i~ more than likely of Newpor t or igin. Both the he-ad
a nd f (l ll i po~ts an' so xle-udr r a mi dl'lit"atdy worked t hat the g"cnna l

a ppCa ra rK(' o f rlu- lx'd is one of un usua l fra~i lit y .

'I'lu- headposts a n' n il or chamfered to the sq ua rC'
area where the rails join them. There the cha m­
Iers resolve into lour carefully executed lam b's­
t<JIl~ lIt:S. The [oot posts are exquisi ldy flut ed from
the top to the diminutive squa re. which again
is finis hed wit h a lamh'~tonK\lc' ('<Irvin!::" at t he
end o f eac h channel.

The sh.upl~ nit and unadorned :,.quare knee
bespea ks ;\' cwpo rt ori~n as do t he cri-p de tai ls of
t he carved knuckle.... of the rlaw",. The ba ll"
g"ra.... pcd bv the claw. i.... ",lightly d lip tira l with a
marked fla tn ess 0 11 the base. One find", a \Tr~

well-dcfim-d \\1 .1> between the l"1"w.....
It i.... ",ur p ri",i n,g' to discover fl ume- finials o f d t'­

rith-d ly :\1a.....snchusetts ai r su rmouuriug t he po",!.!,
abovr- the valance. These ma y wdlll(' later add i­
tions" It i.... a temptation to pla n ' thr- p iKe ('o pper­
plate bed ham:"illg-", in the first quant'r o f the ni ne­
u-cn tb renturv. ",illle the design the-v portray. the
(""i("apc' of :\I a ry. Q ueen of SnIt",. from Loch
Lev en , is tTrtainl~ n-mini......TI\t of the a ....urgent

interest in the romantic and the baronia l "Iyl~" initia led by the ea rly
nineteenth (("ntur: British w rit r- rs. It i", rccn-nahle t ha t the tailoring
of ihoe bed han~inL.~ i.. not an a rcuran- copy of the- correct con­
tempora ry ",ty le",.

TI lt' scroll-shaped m a hog-an y lu-adb oard indica tes a later dale
since m ost of Ihe ea rhe-r headboards \HTt· pla in. and m a ny wer e of
soft wuud {"\'itk n tly d(' ", i ~ned to he hidden hy tlu- t'wr plt"~t·nt ha nu ­
ing.. a m i lx .lsu-r.

IIt·(·.III.'>(' o f rlu- h'lla n b of tinu- and Ihl' fha nJ!:n of Le-hiun, rhen­
i~ a err-at rarity of lim' colonia l hl'tb ;lIld e-ven thouzh Iht' bed lack­
-orru- of the num- ornall' fentun-s o f it'" e-a rlier :\' t' \\ po rt n-lative-. i t-,

t lt' l icac ~ i", UIHI"U,d a nd r-xtremvlv a ppealing.

EX-t'ollt'flioll HeTll~ .\" H off ma n
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