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Th,' followin~ qu"tation is frolll P"bJ;ull;o", of J"h, Rhode I<la,,,! /I ;, lo' ;ra/
S ori,, )'. 1\ ,-w S"r;,- .,. Y. 6. nO. 3. O c tob... 18'18_ p . 162:

Th.-rt' i, in th " rahinel a fi<;un·h,·ad of d...,id"dly plra.in~ asp..rt. It is
mad" of diff ..rent ",al...i,,15 and ha . th .. ap!'earan...· of hav i n ~ Onrc serv ..d
as Ill!" k,·y 10 ~n an·h . h ,·all". fTom th,· John IIm wl1 ( 110\' th,· Prof..ssnr
Gall111wll ) ho",,- thaI w~, built by th,· form... in 1786. .\c{"o rd in ~ to a state­
tlWlll marh - hy I' rof,-" or (;'\lnrndl, lhi, hn,d wa, r..",ov,·d fTom il5 old In..al­
ity about IWd . "h..n h,' and ~t " . ( ;amm,.ll took p",.,,,,.. ion of tha t ,·sta te.

I n 18~8. wl1<''' thi, not,· wa, mad,.. th" ,·d; tor ,.ould not know that sixtv-s!x yTar>
btn Joh" Rrm' l! ]l ou.... would I", th,' head'luane.. of th,' H i, to ri,.a ) Socie ty. T I,,·
k,·", to",· lwad r amr h.~,.k to tlw pia ...· of i" oTigin in 19·f2 wh r n lh,. Sorkty moved
to 52 Pow,.,.. SIn-d .

11 " as do"ht"·" thi , '"""rof 18Y I. "wh,-nl... and .\tr5. Ga rlll ru·ll look ptJS«",;,io ll

of that csrau-," th at 1)"· thre,, ·'tory ,-11 wa, "dd..d to Ih,' main hl", ·k DrJ oh n Brawu
110" ,, ·. It mar w"ll h,· that in or der t" ,·omlt"'t lh,· ,,·, ·oud floor of til!" main hou, ..
wil], tI,,· s<·co" d floo r of lh r m·",I) -b uill dl. a Palladian ",indow 0" ti re landi ng of
tilt' "" irs "'''s n-mov-d ill nrdn to make a passag' · from tl,.. fronl 10 tl,,· n·"r of th,·
1r0ll.'.... Th is l'al lad ;M' ";mlo,,,. o" l"rlookilrg tbe gard,'''' 'It t it" "orth of til!" man·
,ion. r" iKhl wdlhaw ha d til<- h ' yStOll" ",ilh th .. carHd h,·ad

C o"ld ;t I,.. I'0"ihk lh," th;.' i., a " ,ulptun-d ponrait of J oh" Brown, th,. hu ilder
of tl,, · hou,,· ? T hn ,. ar" those- ",ho h,.];'·H· in this th,·ory.
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Hack ConT

FUND DRIVE GOAL, NEW LIBRARY CLOSE AT HAND

To ALI. ~b:MBERS AND FRIENDS:

Progreso; with history is in the making. Weare taking some
giant steps forward _. . and gaining momentum and enthusiasm as
we move ahead.

Ours is a most difficult role, for we are charged with preserving in
a most accurate manner that which has come before us. And while
doing this we must also project our Society and its historical treasures
into the daily life of our community.

The Historical Society is on the threshold of new-found vigor and
vitality - made possible through your generosity and continued
interest .

Fund drive results near goal
Our Development Fund is more than two thirds of the wa)' to its

goal of $150,000. The present receipts are at $108,000. And most
important, we have a $5,000 incentive gift waiting for us when we
reach the $145,000 mark - made possible through the generosity of
one of our donors.

New library a reality by this fall
The architects have completed plans for the restoration of our ne.....

library at the corner of Power and Hope streets. This accomplishment
will be a most gratifying tribute to your efforts, and will be Ihe focal
point in the state in terms of a reference library for historical research
and reading enjoyment.

Once the preparatory work has been completed, we shall move our
volumes from John Brown House to their new home as quickly as
possible. Hopefully, the new library will be fully operational by the
first of October of this year.



Refurbishing of John Brown H ouse
Work on John Brown House will begin as soon as our library has

been reloca ted , A committee is presently being formed for this impor­
tant tas k. J ohn Brown House will then be a fine museum and d isplay
center that will reflect the pride of our Society's membership and
fr iends.

Your generosity and splendid support is deeply appreciated. For
with ou t you the Society could not be the monument to our Rhode
Island history that it L~ fast becoming.

Yes, we are making magnificent progress with our history .

Cordially,
GEORGE C. D....VIS , president

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The first floor of J ohn Brown House will remain open during the
slimmer. Beginning J uly first the library will be closed un til further
notice in preparation for moving to 121 H ope Street.

Please note the O pen H ours at J ohn Brown House, effective
July first , as printed below :

OPF.."l HOURS at JOHN BROWN HOUSE

Tlusday IlIrov., 1I Frida , II a.m. 104 p.m.
Salurday alld Sv.ltdtJyalln 'll oollS 2 to 4 p.m.

Closfld M OlldtJys

OP EN 0Tt1!.. HOURS BY APPOISTM !. NT

Closed on j an. I, Fcb. 22, Easter Sunday,
May 3D, july 4, Aug. 14,Labor Day, GeL 12,

Nov. II, Thanksgiving and Christmas.

II
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RHODE ISI..\:'\D CUITO:\' \ 1.\:\lT.\C"ITRI:"G

. 1 SI/l '!.1' in Economic Con scn-a tism

to! ".n.R J. COLE"" ,
Th,- Sl .",· Historical Saci ..! !, of W i,, ·on. in

TB f. HI S T O I{Y II " R Ho nE I ::;L A S lJ pre:-t'nt' a pa radox . Dow n
throug h the ~ t'a~ tlu' IOIO Il~ a nd ~tate haw alwa~~ manifested an
intri guing hh-nd of con-crvnti-m and radit-ali-m . :\ , oru- m igh t expert.
the innovat or- .... -r'm to han ' ha d the grt'a lt' r infhu-m-e, T he ir effort'
hav e ranged over ma ny fields: their names for m ttlt' \\MP ami "lIof
of the Xarragan-ett Ba ~ 'tory. Thcv include Rogn W illiam ' and idea s
f un damen rnl \0 th e grm\ Ih of individ ualhbert ~ ; T hom a' \\.il-on Dorr
and the ,trllg~k to dcmoc rarizr- Rhode l -lan d govcrumcm: Francis
\ra~ land and the- rran-Iormauon of hiahcr education : Brown and
h e' and Ihc' developnu-nt of the Iabulou- Ea-t Ind ia tradc : Samuel
Slater and the ri....· flf l o ti o n manufar-turinu : and j;,IM·/. (; nrham and
the e-tabli-hment of the -ilvcr indu-trv .

The thread of (·on ....-rv.u i-m in Rhode l-Jand h i'(or ~ i-, k ," \'1,11

kno wn, YC' I the cnl"Il Y\\ hich w ac the fir-t to c1edan' it....-lf independent
of Great Britain \\.1 ' OIl ..... , the la't to ernbod v II\(; liberal principle- of
the Revolu t ion in it, '~~tlom of govcm mem ; Rhode l-land 1ag:~c"c1

beh ind ot her :\" "W EI1~ land <ta te- in the creation of a -v-tc m of [ roe­

public education: thrllUd](ltH mos t of the nim-n-emh rentury it had a
higher inciden cr- of chi ld labor tha n any ot her Xonhcrn 'tate; it
n-ei-tcd eXll' lldin,g: po litka l l'q lla li t~ to Ic n-ign-l v.rn citi/.(· n' unti l
I llllt); and. ,k~pite' the d fl rrt-,of n-Iomu-e, da t illg har k (t, Dt.rr i-t da~ -.
a, late as 19(ri . Lincoln Stdfclls cou ld write about Rhude ldand a,
a " Sta te for Sale."

Tht' paradox of rn " pti\ t'IlI''' tu .... um- kind , " f ,!J;IIIL:1" hut not tl'
«rhrr-. r-ve-n ,"xi' (l'll h'ithill tln- t(·"tile induvuv , tlu- fidd of ('COlltllll i(
a('ti\·il\ in whic h Rho,!t- l-da ndcr-, prided t ht"lll'l'1n" on the ir leader-

fi;



hh Rhode IS/lin d Cotton J/ fl1l11/ad uring [J uh 1964" Rhode I I/a1ld Cotto" J/anu!a, t llri".f: 6)

-hi poCOIl~'r'.. nri-m appeared t'a rl~ and "as no where mort' appan'lIt
than in the slown\'"'' with which cut ton manufactu rers adcpred pm'l"f
wIOa\·inl.!. In effect. a hochnlllo~ic.1. l la~nf more than a derade occurred
IMOI\\("("II rhr- invention of the po\\('r loom and it.. wide..pread utilizn­
tion h~ RhlMk leland cotton manufacturers. The cvplanarion for thi-,
c1d a~ IiI" in a combination (If ent repre-neurial ("oll>o('"ryati,m and
.'n lllllmic circ umstances.

For almo-t a gennat ion af ter 1790. Amer ican rnillnwIJ('N 'trll.l.::g:led
with the cumber-onu- hand-wea ving system . hut even afte r IHOH.
\\ hen the jeffcr-on ian Embargo and the war with Great Brita in gaw
t lu-m a virtual monopole of the g-rowing- domestic market for rourm
n-xtib-s. their efforts to inc rease production wert' hamstrung h~ the ir
ignnra ncT of the tech nolog-y IIf powt'r weaving. Despite thc' inte-ntivr­
of hi}.{h profits. thcv could not expand spin ning I·ap;u ·ily bcvuud thr­
Ol hility of hand weavers to turn yarn into d oth.

T il 1M' sure. Great Britain gua rded her industrial S("l n·t.S h~ pro·
hih il in~ rhr- emigra tion of skilled worke r-s and the export of mar hin­
ny. hut in the long TIIn the sc' rf'sl rinions merely dc laved ra ther tha n
preven ted .-\ me rican manufact ure rs acq ui ring poWl'r looms. ;'\1'\Tr­
t hcb-v. when the tec hnological brea kthrough occurred - in IHI .) ill
wah ham. ~I a,sachu-eus. and in 181 5 and 181 6 in Sout h Kinz-aown
and ;'\nrt h Pro\ ·idence. Rhnd t' hland - t"Conomi{' cooditions dis­
.ollra~ed Ihe installation of Ihe exp,,:nsin" new equipment and. in thl'
case of Rhode I,land . a .~row in~ C"tJll't' rYali'm rein forced the rdud ·
;\Il((' 10 m.·(" hani1.e production. I

T n a renain extcnt. imhNriali'I' had ,~OlXl reason to pron'nl
r a llt iou, ly. The flood of Brit i,h fOllon gOlXl~ after the Wa r of IHI:!
I'all'i(·d 'i('\("fe harthhip throughoul the .\ merican lestile i ndll'tr~.

T hosc' Rh ode hland finns \, hil'h did 1I0t fai l outrighl sta~1"(1 in
htbi nt·" on ly h~ pran i l' in ~ rigid l'ronOlny and hy draw ill~ on Ihe
la rge profi ts Ihey had an llmlllatl' d during the war.~ E\Tn tl1l' T arilT
(If IBIIi. h~ wh ich CCl11 gress inte nded to pn 'h' I·1th t' fkdglin .c; .-\ . ner ir an
ind ustry agai lN Hrit i, h 11I111 IM· ti tio n. gan- R hode Isla nd mill, k "
"lJ pp0rt th an anticipated . T his was IMlticu larly Ifl lt' of tht' prodlll Trs
of .c;i n.c:ham, . tht' lur al spl'("ialty, SO!ll e manufaltUlI '''' san·d Ih("111 ­
,d\TS frum the WIllI)t'titio ll uf forl'igllt·a liroes on l~ b ~ s h i h ill.~ to li lt'
pl'lllim tio n of fillt' qlla li t~ .l,(COl III, o the dut in on \\ hil h \H' n ' high
t·l\ou .L:: h to gin' t hem il pri tT alh-.lI\tag.· o\er En,c:1ish mi lls.

BUI depn-s,-ion and rOIllI:H:tition only partiallv explain the ,Iowne's
with which R hod e ldand producer- converted tn pelw('r »eavinz.
T he continued reliance nn child labor, the failure 10 reorganize pru­
duct ion alom:: Itw tlrg:t·-....-ale, fully intcuruu-d lim... adopted hy the
l .llwen" and IM1.Wr(" lIt l" in ~l a'S'lf h ll S(' t t S . and. particulatlv. the
rr-Iu<al of Samuel stllt'r to finance " ·illi.l1n (;ilmon"" eff ort-, 10
re prod uce the SI(ltlh-,t~l t' fl'Il \\er loom n·tln ll·d oj gruwing ron-crv­
a riem in Rhod r- l-land indu..t rial I·ircks .~ In part. thi s cnutiou-n r-«
n-prev-nu-d a \\t'<I kenill~ of the darin c: 'i(" IlSC' of risk la king" which had
characterized the entn-pn-nc urinl spiri t in prh·at ("n ing: an d ",Ia\·ing
vruuncs in the eig:ht('I'T1 lh r-eruurv. the opt' n in~ of the Far Easter n
and Lat in Am er ican trades after the Revolut ion . and indeed. the
c-tabli..hrncnt of rcuon manufacturing it-elf.

" ·ha t had happe-ned to the Rhode Island I'lItn· pl'l· lH' ur ia l sp irit:'
T Ilt' ans we r Iii" ill ~1·o.L:: ra phy. in husin ....... m-uds, aud . pe-r-ha p- abov e
all. in 11](' n',i lit'TH"(" and fk x ih il i t ~ of industr-ia l le-adersh ip . W ith tilt"
exception of lhl' Fa ll Rive-r a rea of Tiv erton. 'i/lut hra' tt'rn Rh od e
lela nd had dcvelop-d virruallv no n-xtik- inn-rc-t«. T tl(' sho rtag(" of
water p(m r-r ruled nut sil.:nifil·ant ind u-mal dl'\ eloprm-nt ,I 0 \n~ \\ a~.
th o: Brit i-h occupation during tnl" Revolution had broke-n :\t'''fl'Ilrt'"
-pirit, and thouuh maritime trade seemed to rn ·iH after 1i 83. the
port hardlv gn'w at all until the oJX'ning lkrade of th(' nineteenth
("('ntury. E\en Ihis recowry pron-d t empO"lf~ , for tht ' Embargo of
IHOH and thl" War uf IIi I:! fiNt paralYll'd ;'\1'\' 1)llft ', n 1Il1lTlerce. then
t!t-..t rO\ed thl' town's will to 'lIl"\'i\-e a" a rna jnr s.outnail ;'\1"" Eneland
renter: Durin ~ th(" rritiral fift(,,(,,1l ~ea,.. .!fter the T n'al Y of Ghent_
;'\n\'port nmtrihu led lill ie ('a pita l or enn.l.." to Ihl' tra'bfonnalion of
Iht' Rhod t' ), Ian d Il"Sl ill>ind ust ry. In t rul h. ;'\e"[lI'rt ' I.II>tl apart fmlll
Ihe rl"'t of the ' Iah', an an;l( ·hroni,m drawing lin II' fro lll <lnd nllltrib­
uting stillies., 10 Rlll Ol k Islan d 's l'nmomil Ikwlnpll\l'nt .:·

F;lr qu ilt· di lTc'ITll t l"eascJl\s. Hristol a lso lin·1I 'lIMIt from 1111' n"1 of
thl' sta te. It 100 b Iked tilt' wat e r powe r 10 jwlustriali/l·. But un like
;'\1'\\ port. Bri,tol ' u1fnnl from all exce ss rathn th;1I1 a ..hol"ta.l!;t" of
l'nlrl' preTleuria l rc", ilil·IH I·. Throug"h C(,llrg"t' Il..W"ILthat maq'rick ill
a brill ian t falll ih of IIll'frh allt -advl'nt urt·,.., Hristol llwi tht' r hal k ngl'
to i(~ mari time' i·nlt· ...·' t- 'Ift" r 18];-) b~ plllng:i ng into \'ariou'" "hlack­
bird ing" ;\Ild piral il al 1·'Hl"fpri 'i(·s..\ fe \ \ prudl'nt inn·' to,.. sud\ ;\S



fig Rhode I dand Cotton '\/ lIl1 u fad Uri/lg [.Jlll~ Rhode !>11l7ld Cotton .l /anu!acluring 6~1

j ume-, l k\r olf cxccpn-d." Bristol diverted it~ resources 10 t lH'~e

nclariou-, activitic- and rhus played no part in "hapin,g R hode Island's
industrial pattern,

Thi-, placed the re~p(ln~ihility for innovation in the tex ti!e illtlll~l r~

~quardy on the shou lders of businessmen in the no rthern a nd weste rn
'«'gnH'nt~ of the stare. On the whole. they moved calltiousl~. Although
the th ird la nr cst cotton mill in :'-iew Englan d . the Cov cnnv Com pany.
converted to power wea\'ing in 1817,' the majority of m anufact ur ers
ar-cepn-d the m-w tcchnologv "U slowly that a decade later only a third
of Rhod e Islan d's 110 ronon mill- had instal led power looms," O f tl)('
remainder, about half had integrated production bu t still used hand
looms: till' ot her ha lf spun yarn and twist for ou t right sa le or,
fn'quenll~, \0 be put out to hand weavers. Eve n in 18:l:!. sixteen ~t'ar"

after Gilmore had developed his power loom, a t leas t a tenth of the
mill- did no weaying whatsoever. By t hat tim e .\la~sadlll"t,tts had
replaced R hode Isla nd a~ t he leading American rottnn m an ufact ur ­
in,g <tan-."

Rhode Island's declining im portance was directlv a ttribu table to
tec hnolog-ical bg~, Four Fat-tors were pr im ar ilv responsible. T he most
importa nt was a sheer lac k of nerve, In sharp contrast 10 t heir
behavior olll'ing Ihe cri tical five years preceding the Embargo of 180S.
when the cotton industry expanded ra pid ly through a massive shift
(,f capital from ma ritime to indu-u-ialu-«-s. after 181;, Rhode Isla nd­
r-rs no lonucr sc-t the pan'. Instead of ~ hiftil1g with th e times as Bo-ron
I'rllrrprt'lll'ur~ \\{'IT doing. or even an ticipating and ma king tre nds.
they moved belated ly and onl yafu-r they cou ld no lon ger resist change.

:\ shortage of venture capital pa rtially inhibited innovation. In t he
<traitr-m-d conditions of the P(J~t\\ ar world. <mall opnaton;. r-xpe-ri­
«no-d diUiculty ill raisillg funds to pun-ha-c power looms at ~e\en t~

dollars apiece. But the leading indu-trialistc, such as the Slaters a nd
the Bn ) \\ n ~ . had ampll' resourn's. III rt'alil~, Rhude Isla nd su lft-red
not ...o much fnom a dearth of ri~k l'apital a~ fmm IInwilliJ'rt'lle~~ to
\Tnture it.

Ve_ted illt('re~ts a l~o ~low!'d tIll' rate uf t('( hnolugical change. SOIll!'
llli lJ(l\\l\('n;. rt'~isted altering the eqallli-hed wa~ Ilf comlurt ing the ir
optTatitlns, T he rdatin' rlel\t'{)mtT~ t'slwcia lly. many of whom wen'
farlllcr~, llwchanic~. amI mill\\'right~. were s;lli~ficd to han' mastl'fl'd
(he tedllliqul's of ~plllning and (0 han' learrred h()\\ to o rganil.(' hand

w('adng, Thev had no stomach for co mplicating their enterprises b~

introducing: pmHT we;l\ing. They rdll~l'd to invest in new looms.
III learn the new te(-hn" l(,g~. III n-rrain their workers. and to adju-t
their marketing nt range-uu-nt-, to I1I'W produc ts. Thinking of this kind
was parricularf charactcri-tic of tluJ'«' who relied hea\ 'ily on child
labor. Power \Ie;l\-ing. tht,~ were quick to appreciate. would require
a muc h higher proportion of ndu lt-, in their laho r foro- and would
increase th e ir wage costs. Stater him-e-lf had chosen not to venture

into woo len manufacturing on prccisclv these ,grounds. and lIlall~

ot her cotton manufac nm-r-, pn-Icrred to keep down t heir ca pital
investment and labor rosts by operating only the rdatiwly simple
spinning m achincrv which could be tended h~ children under the
wa tchf ul eves of a few ()\'t'rsc.~tT~ ,

Finall y. the Rhode Isla nd cotton industrv had a major invt-smu-nt
in t he puning-cut svstem of ha nd \\l'<I\'in,g. More than it decade in the
m aking. it had developed ill re"p' ''N ' 10 dearl~ felt needs. By l B17
it was wo rking toh-rablv effir-ir-nrlv and, dcspiu- sonu- defici encies, it

<atisfird mr»t manufacturers. This wa , panicularf true fo r the
production of plaid and checked ,goods which. it trau-pired, could
no t he woven on the crude POWIT looms initially available.

Fro m the outset of their cotton manufacturing r-xpcriment in 1790.
.\Im y and Bro wn shrewdly rccogu ized tha t t he success of the ir pit me'r-r

Pa wtuck e t venture depended as nuuh upon the-ir abi li t~ to ma rkr-t
th e ir yarn a-, on their capal'it~ to spin it. As ~ Io~t's Brown Ohs('f\Td (0

Slat er. " T IH't' must shut clown t hy ga te~ or thee will spin all my farm ...
into cotton varn."!" Fortu na tely for th e part llcn;., and th is wa-, Ollt' of

th e grea t asv-ts of th e pioneer men-ham-indusu-iali-as. t hey had the
commercial nlllllccti(lns, knowledge, ex per-ience, and orgnniaarion t(,
gra pple cffccttvclv wit h marketing problems. They began by ~{'lIing

thei r yarn to local hand wea\ef";, thell ,gradually ex pamkd thl'ir salt,s
art':! until it exlt,lItkd fw m Portlan d in the no rth to Ba lt imo l'< ' in t ilt'
sout h a nd Albany in th e wc~t. :\~ a temporary induITrnent 10 relaikr~

to slOck yarn, ;\ lrn~ and Bro wn sold un con~ign lllent. a llowing their
age nts it cOlllmi",sion vary ing fmm :.! YJ 10:; pCI' tTllt on saks. Fro m
17~lO to IBOO th e (,(JlIsign lllcHt ~~ steHl rno lwd slilTicicH t Y.Il'1L to {'Halik
th t, pa rtllt'r~ tll illfrt';N' prodllction fa irl y ~t ..adily and ~a\'t' th..m a
ITa_'«ll1abk ret urn (Ill t lwir in\T_stment.11
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This method of marketing yarn produced problems as well as
profits. T he con-ignment svstcrn soon became permanent. mainlv
lx-rnu-e n-taih-r-, and wholl'sa k r; n-fu-e-d to invest thei r own capita l
in the tradt' by purchasing yarn outriaht . In ellen, they forced ma nu­
f:u,turers to a-s-unu- all tlu - risks. Too, as morr and mnrr- mills went
into operation, agcnls used thei r compctitive advantaur- to demand
liberalized terms in thr- form of higher commissions, extended credit ,
and larger discounts for prompt remittance, ..\ nd increasinulv, mill­
owners had to arCt'pt payment in kino ra ther than in cash. Alth ough
they barn-red suc h goods for raw materials. used them to pay their
mill hands, (If dis posed of them in the ir ca pacity as rnen-hunts. thc
consignmelH system gre w more and more burdensomc.!-

Man ufucrurcrx secured some relief afte r 1R04 when rom mission
merchan ts in the ma jor com mercial centers began to serve as middle­
men hctwr-cn the prod ucer and the smaller who lesaler and the lora I
retailer. T his d ra-ticallv reduced thc num ber of a.gt'nts with whom th e
millownrr had direct rela tions, reduced his market ing overhead. and
freed him to devote additiona l time and 1' IH'rgy to production
problem-,.!"

Co tto n spin ners had no sooner beg un to de rive tang-ible lx-nefits
from this more efficient syvem of disposing- of th eir ya rn than thr­
text ile m arket underw ent another major change, Consumer demand ,
l'sl:>lTially in the rapidlv g-row ing western areas ('x\('ndi ng from
up-tate ;'\ew York and Pcnn-vlvania into Ohio, Kr-ut uc kv, and
T e1l116 s('(', shi fted from yarn to finislu-d doth, T his forced a rad ical
n'nrtranizntinn on millow ncrs an d for the first time in the histnrv of
the Ame rican textile industry involved them d irectly an d Oil a large
sca le in the manufacturc of dot h. Alt hou gh some prod uce rs cont in ued
to market yarn in the sarru- wa y as hdore or broug ht ha nd \H'a\TfS
into the mill, the majorit y turned to the putti ng-out system as the
mo-t sau-Jactorv way of lllec ting the new demand."

At first. millowru-r-, oreanizcd production t hell1sel\T~ amI dealt
directlv wit h individual wt'a\Trs either at the mill or at ,q Oft' S in the
major pop ula tion centers, Factories in the Pawtu xet a nd sout hern
HLu' b tlJ)1I ' \'allI'Y~ had dinTt anT'~ to a la rge numhl'!' of weave rs,
By n)lltcmporar~ AJ1ler ic ll1 slandanb, this 1T1',,! cllt-s hapl'll region
l'xtt'ndillg fro m Scituate an d \\ 'an , j, k through C ra nston and I'n wi·

dcur-r- into Xort h Providence, Cumherland, and Smithfield was
den-eb-inhabited , had a popu lation that was increasing fairly rapidly,
and enjovcd the ad\'a ntage of all r-Hir-icut , we-ll-organized system of
tran-portmion . T he remoter mills to the south and west , oy contract.
bad ditlicuhv in reach ing sufficient \\('a\ 'I'I"-; to ma intain the flow IOf
product ion. ;\Iany mTI);ITr; sha red the tr-ial-and tribulations suffe red
by Rowland Hazard. the pioneer wonlr-n rnanufacturcr of Pear l' 1laic
in South Kingstown. who rode thc lenjn h and bre adth of washington
COUllt~ It'a\'ing wcb-, of yarn at vatiou-, home-s to 1)(' W O\"t' 1l into d oth .
Sometimes he ha d to c-all as manv a- a dOI-I'n t imes hdon' hi' cou ld
collert the finished product from delinquent weavers.! "

:\s the y gained experience with the putting-out -vsu-m. manufar­
turn s grad ua lly learned to kee p careful records of each web and pieu'
of rlot h nnd of thr work of eac h weaver. But they neve-r thcm-clve-,

solved a numtx-r of ditlicultics. Sin ce most rotta ge \\"I'anTS we-n- part ­
time workers who depended unlv partiall y upon the loom for their
livetihood-, they completed their tacks at their own convenience.
;\!on 'o\Tr, cloth varied in q ual ity from weaver to WT,n 'CL Exaspera t­
ing thou gh thcsc problems were, most m an uf acru rC I); met them r-hrr-r­
fullv enough. c-peciall y after 18(lH, when th e shortage l,f Brit ish goods
and the iru-rra-a- in " '('sIn n demand led 10 soarin/!; profits.

The finanrial rrisi~ of 1814 and pa rt icula rly the postwar depression
forced a radical reoruanizatiun of the puttin g-out svstcrn . I n a period
when rnillowne-rs WITt' ~tru gglin,g to avoid ban kruptcy, thev ura-ped
at any mel hod of raising cfficicncv and reducing cost-, T hough th e
mos t venturesome met the challenge by constructing large-srale, fulh
integra ted Iactorie-, and by adopting power weaving , the mu joritv
merely improved their old wa y of doing thin g-soOn the d oth manu­
facturi ng side uf their ope-ra tion e, they dra-ticallv reduc-ed ha nd
weav ing rates and. more im po rt ant , abandoned the systelll of dea ling
din-ct lv with wcavcrv. ln-tcad , they eruploved ronuuiv-ion men hant -,
ttl perform this Iunr-tion for tlu-m, thereby rdicying themsdn's of the
burdens of finding wcavrrs. ddiwring yarn , picking up doth, inspe-rt­
iug finished work for q ua nt it~ and q u a l i t ~ , a nd maintain ing s("paratl'
l"t'rords of Iheir deal ill/!;, with carh of the hundreds of wor kers th(' ~

l"Inpl,,~etl. !·; :\ ltllllu.c;h the m<lnufactu rIT paid t 'olllillis.~i(ln~ ran,c;in.c:
f[elm Il) tn l :l per n'nl of t/lI' \'al\l(' of \am hand lt-d, and althl,ugh IllI"
l\t ·<!\ill,f.: !l1lltraltor a 'sllll11't! 110111' of Ihe risks and inn"lnl nlll1l' (If
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1.953 113.871 493.920

,., R ..,,·hs ..... i!':hinl( J. IOlal of 177~, pounds " r r.. delivered 10 C. W illi am s a nd
" ..r.. not rf'turn..d a. hn ish,·d d"lh , :1olll ..r ...·1.. " ,..i. hing a Intal of fiQI/ , po und.
....rr not "o\·..n inlo d"lh ..ilh ..r hu, ...·r.. inc lud ..d In a settle me nt of a ouOl. on
Sepn-mber 10. 1822 ; '1.'2 ""hs .....ro· ,u ppli,·<1 hl Ih,' uranulacturer 10 I lI"'d a.
fllhntt: fr' 47 ...ebs " ..r.. nOI woven in to d olh ; and ,", 11 ...cbs, inclu d in!l' t ...o
th at ....,n· deuro-ed by fir.., ......rl" nol ..own into flo th .

Providence :-'I anufaft llf ing Co mpany forwa rded another 10.i OO
po unds from it.s Crompton :\liII , in " ·a rwick.•Andrew H utch inson.
Thoma - L cfavour and SOil". Sa muel and Daniel G reene a nd
Company. rhr- Smithfield .\ !anufact uri ng Com pany. Benjamin Cuz­
lens. Jr. . .\ . Kenned v. and Stephen j enk-, and Son " ..upplicd 'malin
amount" ra m::in t:' from /1-..... tha n 700 pound- 10 mort' than /./00
pounds."

In his invoice book, Wh eele r kept a derailed record of hi, tr-an-ac­
lion s with eac h "pi n llin~ mill. lit' recorded the arri\-al of each ship­
lTlelll of yarn, Iht" \\(' ig:ht and Ilulllhn of hd" lIf ~arn in each load,
the weight alld lIutll!x' r of ~ af(l_ (Of fl n i~ llI"d d oth Ill' retu rned . and
Iht· alTlOUIlI dUI" him for hi" ....T\·in·".

He kept comparahIe n'('on b (If h i ~ tka l illg~ \\ ith t'ach hand IH'a\ tT.
CU1UIllll hy colum n, hi, \\t'a\'ing hook ca rri"d Iht' \\(' a \'n 's nilllH: ; Ihl'
da te the yarrl \\ a , put out 1(1 )(' W(l \Tll : lht' ir1\Tllto ry lluml)('r. fille­
nt·"". and I,eight of ear h \It' h ; the t ~ III' of r1l1lh ttl be W()\Tll: til(' dall '
tIlt' d oth wa, I't'tllrn t·d ; il.. \\t·ig:ht ;md ~M,\;\g(': Ihl' prire pa id pn

Yards
32.7521• 1

51,89 1
3.075

26.984
28.601""
8.840

39.6 1.li r l

2U47
102,370
1/1.'1')1(01'

7.0 16

T"flu. I
T il t: :'\OKTII STO:\ I:\r.TO\,. CO:\"XF.CTlCUT

II \:'\() .WF:.\\"I:'\r. 1:'\f}l'STRY, 1821- 1828

Time Sp;t n Web< Wei~ ht

1821- 11:122 33J 7,iIO
1821- 1824 52! 11.717
1822- 18!J 31l eu
IS.!2- 182J 261 ii.299
18!2-18:!4 JOS 6.267
1822- 1821 ~iJ 1.983
1823-1824 4045 10.709

1824 2U:! 5.145
182,t-! 826 994 21.800
18.!6 1828 1.li9.1 39.9(",

? iO 15 24

Firm
Thorn'" I...f;t\' ou r & s.- ",~

Timolh\ Gree!U' & S.m'
Stephen ] f"nb & S"m
Smithfield Cotton ~tlll1Jblluri ne l ·n.
S.lIIl1wl & I>anid (;rf"r1l<' & C o.
Ben jamin COlZl"m.. Jr.
I'rm, idl'lI ...• ~Ianllfan"r i nl: l :O.
.\ nd n ...' Hutchinsou
Bamev ~Il" rry & Co .
Richmond ~fanu fan lJ r i ntz C o.
.\. Kl"III1t'd\

i hc ca pital, th e 1It'\\ .. ~ ..u-rn represented a major advance tin T Ihl' old
me thod and mort- tha n compcnsnn-d the millowner by ra ising d fi­
(-i(' IJ('~ an d f'(·t1ucing 0\1"1'-,, 11 operariuc co"I".n

h ukn l. thl" "~"h'm \\ orkcd "'1 well Iha t ,onll" uf the mo«- ,0IN'na­
lin ' manufactun-r-, (kn'lopl'd <nch a ve...red intere-t in ha nd \\I';I\ 'ing
tha i t ht'Y d ung to tlu- an tiquated method.. of production lung: afnr
pO\\I'r wcav ing had pro\("d il" ..upe riontv. Samuel Slain did not
in-tall plI\\er loom .. until 18 :13, I" ight ~ea", after Gil mo re had imro­
duced the Seotch-..t~k pu\\{'r loom, a nd he did not compleu-lv aban­
don hand h"'I\ 'ing 1I11ti1182i. B ill Sla ter wae nOI an rcr-cm rjr- vainlv
trying to -wim again..t Ih,' current. He operated profitable throughout
the 1H20s, mainly I)(TalN' the repu tation of hi" .gingham.. in ,,\I, h
market .. ,I" Philadelphia enabled him to di,JXN' of all the cloth Ill'
could produce at premium prices. He wa: even able 10 pay hi.. hand
\\I'a\ef' more than t he current rate." Xor was Slater an i...,latnl
example of thetechnological lag in the Rhod e- b land cott on indu-arv .
:\I any ma nufncturer- . inc luding sorne of the other more prominent
one-c. a l-o relied heavilv 'Ill the put t ing-out sv-tem and they too dl'la ~ t'd

t he in- tall a tion of pO\\{'r looms un t il thl"Ycould no longer compt·h'
df,·(·tiH'ly with the fllll ~ mechanized mi lk

In the 18:!('k . the Xorth Stonington a rea of en-u-rn ( ;OIl1l1"o it' ut
con- tiruted a ma jor ha nd-w eavirur rente r for Rhod e bland spinning
mill" and h 1"11illu..tr an-s the- way that the putt ing-o ut -vstem workt'd. It·

lkt w('I'n the "prin,g of 1R:! J a nd th e summe r of 1828 . a local ronuuis­
-ion merchant hy 111I' nanu- of RU"""l1 ,,'het'!er acted as agent for
eleven rna nufact un-rc, most of them fro m Pah HICkel in Xonh l' rovi­
dt'nn'. Hi..n-rord-. though incomplete...how that he had a -ubsrantia l
business. T he sUfyi\·ing invoice hoob record that in th is -a'ven-venr
per iod he hundk-d almost ;-l.O()() wl'h_ Iota ling fl('arl~ 1H .O(jO IX'I;nd­
of cotton yarn and th at he a rrangTd for the heav ing of m:arh -t ~14 ,OO()

yard" of dOlh. It is pl'Ohilbk , Ihou gh not l't'f tai n, that th t:....· liCllrl"
("o,"n t'd o ll l~ ,I portion of hi.. prod lJLti LJ n.

T he Rich mond :\!allllfartlll' ing Cornpan ~ of Scitua te "upplit'd 1J ~

far lilt' l:uW'''1propon iollOf Ihi, yam. almo"t 40.nOO pOllnds or nl"a rl ~

:m pt'r n 'llt of tht~ lot i1l . Bilrne ~ :\I('rry and Compan y of PimllH'kt't
deliw red Ilol qu itt· :!:!.nllO pOllnd_ of yarn to " ·hel'ler . T imoth y
(;n't'IH' an d SOilS "hippl'll llIon · th all 1l.iOn pOlinds lO him. and tht'



R hod.. l dnnd Cotton .lItHlllfilf'" rinJ:: .Jtll~ 19tHJ lt bode hlllnt/ Cotton .\lanufatlllrin j! i5

vard: a nd tilt" to ta l slim pa id to the weaver .
\\'hn ' k r di str ibuted the yarn 10 we avers scatte red over a n a rt-a

extclHlinc; as far east a~ Hop kinton and Charlestown ill R hode Isla nd
a nd a s f.u- Wl'St as ( ;rol on in Conn ec ticut . H ow ever. the prin-ipa!
vonccmratton of \\ean' I'" \\a~ in the immediate neig hborbood of his
store" .' ("("o rd ing" 10 t he 1820 cr-nsus. Xorth Stonington had 30i rruton

loom s ami produc ed ::?IO,()(XI vard-, of d ot h ann ually; Stonington.
including thr port a rea. had anothrr263 looms and produced 2.H.SIl(j
vard-, of cloth eac h ~rar. The- \\ ca\ ' in~ book sho ws thar b -twecn J UJIt'.
1822. and Se ptembe r. 182J . wheeler em ployed 2 16 \H'a \TI' In

( '()Il\T I1 oU :! wr-h.. of ~il rn into d oth. SOlTlC of Ih(' workers ( or t he ir
families ] wove more tha n one web. Thus th e name'S of [or t v-um­
weavers appea red twice O il the wr ;l\ 'in,t::" book : fourteen nam e­
appea red three t imes; {( ' II names appeared four times : three uar rn-s
appea red fi \'(, limes: and nile name appeared six times. Sor nr what
more tha n ha lf (S6 pn rcnt ] of the weavers were women and cirl-."

Dependin g upo n the fineness of t he ~ a rn ( usua lly from Xurnlx-r I :!
to X um hrr 19. hut sometime, ranging up to X umber .'>0 ) and IIJ('

wrigh t uf the wrb {gcm-ral lv about 23 pounds ) . a wc'b produced
from is to I20 vards of dot h. T he average was 101 varde. O ut of rfu­
" .953 wrhs \\"h~t'!er receive-d from th r spinning mi lls. :!.OOO we rt- III

be \\ OWIl into plaid . I , HlO into g-ing hams. ii 5 into str ipes, 59i into
check s. and ~ 17 into shi rt ing.

T.\B L~_ '2

'l m: :\"O RT I I s"['( ) :\"I:\"( iT();\, CCl:\":\"EC T ll :\ IT
II. \ :\"D"WE ,\ \ ' I:\"(i 1:\"lll 'ST RY. 1821-lIt!R

Firm Wl"hs Supplie-d For
Ch.-.:b G ;"'l' """ Shirl · S";pr> DIM, ,-"..,1.... ;~

Th""" " I ..·f;t\ " "r &. So "" , :.'92 , , " , 3.l.\
T inwth' (;r....III· & s.-,n, 11; .HZ , II 58 5'1">
..... )t'llk, & Son . , 22 , • Jil
Smi'hfirld l ~" ll"ll )'LlIIlILu I ll ri n~ Co. I 2:1 5 , IIJ 12 , 21il

""'''11''1'1 &. Ib " i,·[ (i n' r lll' ,\\: ( :" . .11 2.lti , , 19 , :lr1R
Ill-n j" ", ill ( :,"Il'm, J r. " Bl , , , , '13
I' rO\-itk u...· ),\;Illuf;u Iurilll;: t :" . 31 !:if; !:1-1 71 .'"J:l , -115
,\ ud n '" 1I11 l< hin,,,n 15 7 LH , ., , 20:!
fl.,rne\ )'l rrn .Of,; Co. J tii "' 319 , 22+ , ~l(l-l

Rir hmoml ),LlIluf,' C1 Urilllo! C". , 35 1.351 , :~1l9 , I.li!!',
.-\" Kellll..d\ , , 62 , 8 , ill

T"t"l, 59 7 1.+RlI 2.noo ., no, I.Q ~, 1

Although hand weavers had rcreivcd during the ' ''a r of 18 12 a"
nuu- h as 13 lTnls a yard and a prem ium of I re nt a vard for each
lol" r,tZ by th e l' a r l~ 18:!O, rates had fnlh-n sharply and ranc;ed from
:l cruts to 7 lCIl I~ a va rd." TIIll~ Adam Stale s, an old man. slx' llt a
mon th in t he «artv summer of I82 1 "ra, ' in~ a 2-1,polllld weh of
Xu mber H vam into 10fi vards of gingham for $-I.ii. or at the ra te
of -IY:.! ('ents' a vard. The ~i1te dro pped to .. cents in 182-1. then to
3 rent.. during the depression the Iol lowine ~ ra r" '\"r an ' f" received a
little more in th r -princ of 1826. but th('Y rarelv earned mure than
"PJ4 ce nts a vard.

\\'hr eler pa id hi, w~an'f" in eit her cnvh or ,good s" In J uly. 1822.
forexam ple•.' my H iscock wok payment in a ha rness from \\"hcl'1n 's
' lo re. and in <k tohcr, IR:!.\ Ol iver H r with \\l 'n ' ;1 lio lrl ll'y .\ In n
\\C·b into 111~1 yards of dot h and had the optio n of n'f( 'i, -i n,t::: S2A:1 ill
\ a- h or ~J,O(l in vtu rc goods. T Ilt' commio-iou merch an t pena lized hi,
we-ave-r-, for various dd i ,ir llcic... In j ulv, IH:.!:-), he deducte-d half a
o- ut Ix.'r yard from the agreed price lx.·(·aIN' :'\ aney Champlin had
kept a we h [rrr len mon ths. and he th rt-an-ned .\l at i1d a Burdick (If
Cha rle-aown. R h' Kle l-land . with a <imil.rr !-,,-'Il;\lty if ,Ill' fai led to
retu rn the fini-hed d oth within -even \\('(' f.., . '\'eaHT:< who produced
narrow or "thin and poor" doth n-re-ivcd from 2 cent- to -I cents
instea d of the pnTa ilin.c: rate of 1 r r nts to .'") r-ents a yard, a \'t' ry stiff
p('nalty indeed.

Act uall v nh hnuuh a wea vr-rrx'r-asionnl!v ddin'fnl tilt' rI,It h he had
wo\'en in i~s, t han' a month , il wa~ morr I '~ pica l fur a weh to 1)(" out­
'tanding ror ahollt thrc r molllh~. In the ~amt' sa mple of :132 wd",
ohtai ned fmm Strphen Jenb a nd SOli'. Ik n jamin CnlZrll', Jr", a nd
the' Smithfidd Cotton .\lall ufan urin s::- Compa ny cited pre\iOll'h ,
-II \\ eb-. \\ ~re n"lurm·d to \\ 'hn "k r a" cloth in It"o~ t ha n -I:, da~'; 9.'l. in
Ir:<-~ t han i "'l da'-": fi :~, ill I,'" t han 105 da\": -IJ. in Ie..' liMn U.'l da\' :
;lIld 28, in Ic·..;than 165 da ~ ' " The bala l~n" 6 -1 wd",. too k from I"til;
da\ .. to 5 11 da\s to Ix' \\ 0\'1'11 illto d oth . I f t tw no rma l dda~~ i ll _~h i p­

lTll:nls 1>('1\\"1'. ' 11' t i ll' mill and IIwn ha nt a n' added . as wd l as tilt' dd ays
in g."n in.gI l it' \\ cbs Ollt 10 t til" wean'p; and finished d ot Ii to !tw mark.,t.
it {'all lx, "<.TII th at il wa ' I'xtn'lll l'!y di tJiru h for a manufa ct ure r to
, upplya rush " n !c-r ('vq)1 frum g-ooc.1s 011 ha nd or to shih hi" produl'o
t ion from Ollt' I~I)(' of r.lhrk to a not h(·r..\ 1 h(·,,!. hI' h;HI ('it h('r I"
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Compiled from \\"a re , Hurl)' ,'.'eu ' ": n ~ /<lTl d Coli"" .\{,m u/a ctu ,.. , 307, and tI ...
huain-ss records riu-d in no t,· ltl aho v... T he \' 3r i ant ~ no t,' J in the tabk are:
'A' plaid :t 15 : ,to, gin~h"lll :: 15 : (", ,tripes ::·\0 : a nd ',I, ch..cks ::'46. \\' h,·,'ln
paid" pn'lllilllll ran ll;inl';' "l' 10 a cpnl I" ' r ~'''l d if th ,' yarn wa, supplied in ,h O" shin
ra th ..r tha ll warp,'d,

warehou-e a large invemorv of many different types of cloths or to

,gear his produ ction to what he gur " ed the market would he four to
ten months into th e future. T o some extent , this inhibited r-xpcrinu-n ­
tat iun and innova tion and [err-ed man ufa cturers to concentrat e 0 11

-aaplc good,.

\\ 'hcl'1n n-rr-ivrd sub-rant ial rommi..."ion , for his services. In 1822 ,
Hrnjamin COllen" Jr., paid 10 cenls a yard for doth whic h Whecl t"l"
had ob ta ined for il ~ linh- a, .f y~ Cl'nt, a yard. T homa, Lcfavour was
k,,~ gCIHTOIl ', but rven he pa id wheeler from ;) cent , to 9 cents a yard
at a tim e when l\t' a\ ("r, were receiviuu a nu-re 3 cents to S (Tnt, a vard
f .rtheir lit hor. ~ 1 ()n' o\'tT, this diffen:~tial tende d to wide n ra t' lrr ; han
narrow whr-n w,'a\'ing rates pIUIl111H'ted afrrr the spring of 1824, and
the \q'a\'t'I); rather th an the merchant bore the br unt of the pr ice
decli ne whirh followed the depression of IH2.') and the ex pan sion of
production [rum nn-chanized mil!- .

..\ ("("ord ing to Hcn rv Krad, haw l-r-amn, a London ~ t lrKeOn \\h"

visited Prnvident-r- in 1R17, the condition and -t .u u-, of hand weavcr-,

ma y not haw' been a, uu plea-ant a, the'\' piece ra tes imply, He
reported that Providenc e agc nt~ of Pawt ucket ,pinning mill , treate d
han d wt-aver-, with rt'~pccdn l rou sidvratiun and tha t, in -h arp ron­
t rnvt to t1\1' rna nncr (>f ~ t aT\i llg w('a\"l'T, ill .\1anche-tr-r. thr- Providencv

women ca rried them-elvr with a st urdy hu t not im puden t ai r of
independence. ~ ~ :\('\TI"t hell'''. con d itione and r-a rnings d id dr-u-riora«­
«ve-r the next decade and the ,gra rilla l aba ndonment of the putting-out
svstcm forced _' O Il W hand WCa\Tr, into the mills a nd " lwllura.c;ed the
migrati on of man y Xcw Englanders to the \re't.

In the lon g run, of enu r-e, R hode Island concn rnanular tu rer-,
coul d neither ha lt nor resist the march of technological innovation .
Initia lly, millowru-rx pa id the operative, w ho tended pown 100111 "
$2 ..')0 a week, Th is seemed a yery large sum at a time when l1Ian ~

han d w r-ac ers earned a, little a, $.'l.no a month. The manufnrturer
had abo to add on the cost of insta lling and maintaining the mach in­
ery. heatin g anrll ight ing the m ill. and payin g the wa ges of ove r-er-rs.
Evcm uallv. however . a, r nillowner-, gainn l experience with power
weavin g. the y put their worker, on p iece rat es of a rent a ya rdY'·'
;:'\0 matter how much the ro mrniscion merc ha nt cut hi, rat es hr- could
not com p,' t(: with the pU\-\e r loom and "till make rnoncv . By au:! a
mer-hanin-d mill could spin, weave, finish, and profitahl ~ marke-t a
yard of d oth for about the same pr ice wh ich had fnmu-r lv lx-cn paid
just to get it woven by hand. " Su ch competition hrought all end tn
the pUll ing-out svstr m. Thouuh some ~p i nn ing mill, sta ~ cd in huvinc-,- .

they eithe r supplied warp~ to \q 'a \'ing mill, or <pe ciulized in suc-h
product, as randle wicks and wadding. wh ich d id nut involve wrnv­
inu. In the mcantinu-, hand weavers and the putting-out svstcm had
played important roles in the pl"lJt"e', by wh ich Rhod e Island mack
the transition from a maritime to an indust r-ia ] econom v.

;,\OTES

'C""'par.. Natha" ' \l'pkIOIl, [n l , od u cl ;on of Ih~ P O il 'PI [ . 0 01 11, ,uui O,;~i" (If
I. n ,, ·~ 11 IROllo n . HI511), '1. SilIIlUt'! Riltchd d t'T, "1"h ~ 111 1,,,tiuoinn 'Illd r;", l)' ProlC '
"" of I h~ C<>t ron .\f'ln uf'lcl u, e ;" the U n;led St"ro {Rns tun , 1116:'1, ti:I-611, 70-71 :
' .... illiam R. ftafol:" all , J'he J' a lile I ndu, trie> of lIu U nited SI"te .. ( Ca",hrid~,'.

18'l:ll, 222 225,.'i-Hi-54Q ; 'I'nmmClion.. of the Uh" de / , I' IIld Suriel}' fM Ih"
F.Tlrou, ,,~e"' ''''1 of D om ... lic l" d1lJ I, )', /864. 1;2 H.

~ :\ 1l bu t a ha mlf,,1 o f Ih e 1ti'l mill. in rhc I' ro " ilk,,( <, an'a f"il ..,-j "flI"T the "',,,.
T hey inc1ud,'d Ih .. Cr" mpton \ f ills in \\'i1 rw ick , an ..nlnpri",· ojlPr ,,"· ,-j hy til!"
I' rov idn,n' :-'-"' n ll fa l"\ " ri n~ Companv ,i nCl' 1807. .Ja m'" Or Wolf han 10 c1 ..",. hi,
\ rkw r io:hl ( ;" I1" n "r ill- in ( :" ' -" l1 , n lw' w"" n ll1l h .,o n 111 1/1. h,, 1 Ill" ""n ",,,n,
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i H fJlIl ~

pr"fit< r"n1(ioll: ftom 20 to 30 Iwr o-nt a ""ar durin!! ,h e: w.~r. S,·t" Lo ui. ~l rLa nt· .

R~poof "" II" .\("""Ia,' ,,'o of fir . r:ll il~d Slalr, (22 Con gress, I .....ion. 110" '"
F.,,·r u t;q · !>or " mr nt 110,108, '"01. I, ... ria l 222, W.l. h;mu " o, 18:121 . QH, <I~ I :
(1Ii,,-, Pa l " '" Full.." Til .. lI i,' M I' 01 Il i",';r .\; i PrO\· idt· n("~. 187:' \ . 1H: Ha t n"lI .
T""I, l " d,,,/ ,;,,, -4')1 4.i7.

". \,.,.ollnh ,-"" (),,.. .,'p Ih", n anid L~ n",n hi"'d Ci lmor.. 10 huild a I"o ttl o nl-
" h \ 1111\ and 8 , mo-o h'ld rd u. rd 10 fina ne...."p,: rim'" nla l;o", .\ second arrount
1.];,,,, 1 Slat,-r••un J oh n who . it . rVOnI'd, l urm "d ( ; ilmon' " "',,,- "ith ,h.. M!l:U-
ownl Ihal ...·onmuir ronditinn. did not jmtify tnino: to d..,·..lop pa....n W I",W IO I1: .

Cump",.., Salln...1 \\ ..1......... .\fa'" l lli of Po" " for .' ftICh i"". Shal'" and Bdl<, I. i,lr
11r, Hm o. ) of CO/l"n .\I",.."orl''' , i" 11r.. ( '" i' , d S,,,I,, ( ~ '" ...' Yor k. 1 8 7~ 1 . 70 .
r.d ....ard r i..ld, ...1_, SI,,' , of Rlrod.. l li" nd tI"d P' o,·idn u .. PI"" I" l io". "I til, ,nd
,,' Ill, r''''~'I: .~ 1I;' lo' r {1 vols.• Bo~ton . !Q()21. 3:3-i8; Boltr h..ld..r, Col/tJ"
-\l""~f"rt~". 70 : (;ror ll(" S. Whit .\I , m" j, of s",,,,.../ Si,,' n ( Philad ..lphia.
18:\(,).18'1. I' ouado, ir a lh . ho w.., Sla t..r took a Irading pari in t h.. intrudunion
of st .. am PO"'''' inlO rh.. R h"d .. hland rolton indusu...· an d h.. mad.. an ..arh
dltl"Jllpt 10 adopt th " oolporall' st,k or vrlfaniza tion in th.. iron ind ust!),. -

'ro r ..,...."'1'1.....on,IfUr lio" "r th.. Em..rpri ~lanu rar lvn- a l Po ru mo ul h brll(an
in 18H a. a ...artilll" .pr("ulalion. Th.. O.... n planned to in"all 600 ,piodl..s. htll
Ih.., .. >on fouod Iha t Ih," had 50 II(r05.h o,-rrntimal..d t h.. wa tr. po w..r Iha t Ih..,
..ould oot oprrah' llIorr tha n NO . pindl.... SoT Mew n..'s R' /,o, l . I :~6S.

:'lknjamin H u ar d had a .mall . harr in hi. son-in-law'. mill 0 0 th.. Wooo.' ....ua.
ru ..k" l R i' ·..r in ~orth Pro,-id"nn " and iI f...... othn ~e...-porl ..n ion"stffl in Ih..
Fa ll R i" I" ..Ollon indu.try. lI o.......-..r. a. rompar..d 10 wha t pro, -id..n.... I-otr ..p..·•
n..u.. ha d dool' , Ih" amoun t Hnlurrd was .mall. ~ ..wport d id not 1 0"'.. diu-ed,
in ,·.,I,·..d in o·olton m"nuf".-tu,inll( un li l 18:12 ....h..n Ed....a rd W . La lon aod o th ....
"on'lTu" lrd a larlll" .t..am mill n .pahlr of oprra lin !! 4.2S6 . pindl an d 100 pow,",
100m•. _S.... ~Id.a n ..·• H" /,o,t , 1: llnn : r,,·d ..,i ..k ~L P..ck and H I' nry U_ Ea rl.
F" II HIl '" tl"d ill "' du./ , i" , { ~ ...... " ..I.. 1877 1, 11.

';10 181 0 j a m... !>..' \ " lf fo rm ..d a joinl stO<" k partn....h ip to build and op.. rat'·
th(> .\ rh . ,i,;:h t Coll"n ~l ill. in C()\"" nt n . T h" m ill ha d 2.000 . pi nd l... and pr od ur ed
1,000 'ard. 01 dolh a dol' . n,·wolf h.·ca m.. <01.. own"r of ,h.. ~ fiO.OOO ..nt ..rpri ...· in
1820. S.·.. ~ l c Lan ..·• H' PM I . I :~ .-i l.

' J-,anl"ainnJ of /h, UII " ,J, 1,ltltld Snciel)' for Ill, E" couftl {;"" " " 1 of Dnlll,,11f
In d uJf' y . /81,,-1 . li8 b'l ; 8"lI(na ll , Tnlil, J.. dusl. in . 411. T he Fall R in 'r ~b n" .

!:trlO ry a l.... i"'I,,lh' d po ....er loom. in 18 17. Se.. l lt n!)· ~ l. F",n" ..r, r omp _,// ill " , ),
"I "·tlllll i ,'" ..t["u tlchuu lt s ( 1',,11 Rin r. 1'111\. 57.

' '' idd . /I liad , 11/"" ./ , 3:353. " or "xampk , j ou"t],;on Titfao) aud John h _
Pit man _' pun y" nl a t 111I-ir mi ll in C ro mp lon in th .. town of W.ln. irk un li l 1827.
11m ...I" -n lion ' "bMH !' ll...d II,.. 'ph'lII of !,ull in,!, th .. yarn out 10 lx· wo,..." un h""d
IOOlm ( Itt") did nOI intr odu...· p"w"r w' ·;l\'inl( . Iml('ad tllt"y ("oll\,..n,·d 10 tlu ' ",,, nu­
['\l' Il "" o[ ..."dd in'!'. K" ...·..· 11;,1,,'o ,-k "nd j ohn h no.... l... of H opkinton tT'1'"n 'nlh'
..."'t i",,, -d llw IlL l11iu '!'·oul ')" 1" 111 nf h,ond w":lvin,!, n TO af t... \82<). S,·... 1',,1I"r ,
l /i , to' l "I 1 1 i" ,, ' ic ~ . 17 \ : S, S. (;ri'wold, An Hi "lo l;ca/ Sk ..lcll of Il"p~in / "" .

/ 857_ /87 '; ( 1[" I)« \ ';d l<'l, [B77 ), 57.
"~ I.,I."n, · · , lI ,po' l . I :~ 17 11·9 7.;: Add, eH of Ih" Fri, ndJ of D OlIJ rs /i, Ind uJ/ry

1, lIa h""",,'. IB:' 1\ , I I '! ; T irll"th,- Pilk in. A Slali , I;( o/ \ ';", /.' of , II.. (.'010111'''''' ..I
/ ' " il ",} s,,,, ... ol.~ ""·,;,-,, (....,." Ib n tl, 18:1.; 1, .'i2h

' '' l..! Llo l,-d i" " r" ",-.., Lill it-, Ho, l), .4", ,, ictln 7",x/i/es (1\'..... Yo rk. Unl ) . 117.

I'Carolin" F. \ \ "r ... "I'll , F.",I)- .\','" H"eltlnd Col/on .Htln,,!tlC/u ... : A Slud)"
i .. In du. ll ;tll R..,iqqiq~l t C'l1 l1 h~i d ll( '" l'I:lI l, :i2 H, 35 :n: \' in,,~ S_ Clark,
H;,lo , )" of .lI a tl ~ /tl< Iu I r< of Ill, i ' nll , d S'lllr, (3 \UI." ~t .... York, 1<12'1), 1:351>­
'I.; 7. :lh.'J-3h6.

I~W.... -. f:a" J S , :1' f: nela"d COlloq .11"n ~fo<lu, ... Ih I Ih7.
I~ lbid" 41-H. 11>7 lti'l, 170, 172.
I l lbid_. "Hl. 52. 1I0....... ..r. ,It.. evid-n.... on Ihi. p"in l i. int-ourlu.i,·r-. Som..

.... ril ..... infe-r that t h.. puuinlli-out .~. t,·m opr,at..d IhroulI(hou l th,' prriod from
!78~ 1817. rhi. i...onnnu"d bv ..\ Im ' - an d Bro....n invoi .... hook. in T h.. R hod ..
1s1'lOd Histo rica l Soo<-iet~·. R..ro;d. fo"- Ih.. prriod from 17"\ 10 180j .ho... Ih..1

_-\ Imy aod B~o ..'n pll l "ork ou t 10 pickr", .."rd"rs, l...-i' l'·". " ..a ,·" ... dr..n. and
cu lln._ For r xall1]Jk.lknjalllin and Sil a . Sb-phard comract..d in 1803 10 .... .. a,· ..
1>...1 l irk iu ,!, They «"n'i,-rd a Ihird of thO' '·a lu.. of rh.. yarn in ]Ja~m..n t and om'
.. .. 0 1 a .-a.d for ....astdll(... Th.. Sh ..phards d..li........d 1II0 ~.. than ~,OOO yar ds of cloth
under th is "onlrat"l_ h .u r in ibid .. pp. 28 2'1. oa~-. thai .-\ Im~- and Bll'..-n tri ..d th..
p"ttinll(-out ,,<I!"T1l f.,r ......a"inR in 1801 h"t thO" lI( h l it ",,,ali,f..non. ..-\rrordin,;:
10 j ohn h _ Pilman Iquolffl in ~"''''' f1 a (;oodri..h. H i. t,,, i..,,, Sl ..,cIr 'of Ih, T O:1 "
of Pll:1l " c l , t " a ...tu ..k..I , 187b l, 6:1J in ~o\'..mbr,. 180'1. Ihn......n .. ilion' Ih,,,,
1.000 hand looms in oprralion in Rh..d .. hland. mOOI of Ih"m in horn ... ra lh ..r
th,on io Iactor i.... T h.. T il1in-:haot mill. huill al East (;r....f1wi..h durin,;: th .. \\-.or .. f
1812, .. a. Onr of th .. eeuee fa'lori,-.....hic h r..li..d h..avih upon Ih...... hand
.....a .-..... Se.. D . II . GTffn.., H iJlo' )' of tlr.. T oll. " of Emt C",,,a i,II PrO\·id ..n....,
1877).61.

th- 18if>, . \ Im) :lnd B~o.. n had broueht a hu"d,,,d h.md ......a,-..n into th.. mill.
Th.. parln b.-li.."..d Iha l proprrh' '''I)<'I"\-i''' d fanon ..cavers could prod"....
Ul30\- lim a. lIlurh clot h 35 ("oltalli'" ......""..,.,. CI,,~k. in lI i ,lo' )" of .\ltlquf" ct u" s,
I: -$:12.•ays rha t b~inlrin!t ...·..a,-r,., inlo Ih.. mill in",.·",,'d p~od"rlion Ihrrd o ld ;
b"l W.u .. in ,.:,,11), .\' , a I-: n( I" " d COli"" .lIlln~f,..lu'" 51. '''l' th;tt p~od,,(" tion

in,·,r.,«'d I..nfold. S.... a l",. Th.,ma. St<-.. r.., lIi , to , )' olllr, 1'"" n of Smilllfi,ld
(p",. id ..nc... 188 1l . '-12; and Edith ..\ hh..u, II " "" .. iq h d li . I , )": A Sl~d)' jn

A mo i, tl.. Economic H ilt", ), ~ '"" Y"rk, 1''1(1 ).37. -is 47. !lJ.
':' Thomas Rob inson lI ala rd , T lrt' j o,u )··Cnk, 1'0pO l of "Sh,pllad T o","

( Bo"tOIl. l!ll S), 327 -:128. S..r ,,1$0.Thor",,, R , II"'Md , .lIiscrll"q""",, £jjtl)·. and
L, lIa s ( ph iladd phia , 188:11. l.~fi; an d \\"an'. ,.;",1, S ..", 1-.·.. /<1",,<1 Col/O" .lIa",, ­
fa,lu ". 50 -51. ~I:l n l' of SIa l...·• ha nd w..a'..... liwd hn 'nt ) u, iliOn ' miles from
lh.' mill. S,·.. ,b id .. 53.

100 1\.. lwI·..n 18[6 an d 18 20 S[;,ln d..a lt "ilh ~hH 1"'" 1'[''' IIIo,tly i"di,·id""l
W"a" " " _ s ,·,· ibid., 74. Aim)' and I-I ro" " Itrsl lI ..·d ., I1wnh" nt w' ·a.... r in 1808.
I b;d., 28-2~.

Th.. allet ;o" ' Y"'·III. a " ar im'l lilSt I,.i,·d in 181l' Il)' Ih,' W"ltham Cut llp.IIl'. did
nut h, ·..ome impo rt" nl lto li l lh.. n ,d (O f II,,' ""xl d ,..." d,·. ( :u"'I" In' ib id, . 172-1 i t;
", ith C!<Irk.f{il l" ,y of ,lf tl..uIMI""J, I ::I ~H '\:'," .

" h·.lr<.". Em I)' X 'I<' F."1; /,,1/(1 (.'vll"" .u" "ul""h re, 7:' 77.
" i bid., H 7S.
" ''1'1,,' d i,eu"io" of till' I'"tt il',!,·o ul 'l,I" lI' ",h id, ("II."" is [,;" ..d " II t" " lIl"u u­

, ,,,i pt ,'ulurll l"S ( a ll invnirr- I"",k ;Hld" "" ,;,, 'lnl.[ I"",k ) [U( ;'I"d ill th, ' "tli..., of t[,..
l\orth Slun;n'!'I"" to ... n rink . T h,' ""I,m,.., ; tT'· 1I11IM,!,,'d,

~" Ba rr,,'" ~ t lTn , T in,olh)' CIt-,·" , Thorn,,, l.d ;,n'ur..\ . h '·OI", d,' . a"d I ], ..

hro th,'" S'Hnu,.[ ,,,,d l) ;lIlid (; " ",,,,, "".". d i" -,'I" ,, " f ti l<' l\",'w Ell,;: l;nd p"citk
B" " k in l\on h !'rovid ,-o .-... T I". Smit hfi,·ld ~ l ,,,, ,,f,,.-t ,,";n,!, ( : olllp'l n ~ ....as O,~;lll-



;" 'd in C,·lltl' al F" ll. in 180'; by Ben jamin S. Walcott and Rufu~ and Elisha
\\ ·"tnJl",n. Th,')' oVn"I,'d Ihl' mill unlil 1822, an unusually lung period of
,·onl;"'.IOus own,."h;p, hut Ih, · .'nln pr i.... failnl in 182:1 and th"y (Ta.,..] supplying
Russdl Whl"dn wilh ,·"m.Th,' rrm'idn,c,' ~lanllfat"lur;nll; COJllI''''''' . hy con trast.
,·xlwri, ·nl"..d n",,,,' I"ha",w s of uwnn,hip 1,..1\\" ... n 111(' ti1)]" it was orll;"ani;"d in
1807 and 18 2:1_Ik njam in COUl '''', S" th W I,..aw n, ;m d Ed ward Carriuglon fornu'd
a ('n_y,'ar pann('rship ('ad )' in 182:\. \'I'II"" to n wid his intr-resr iu 182n, Th,.
Richmond ~Ian"fal"\"r\llgCotllilany was alw "wtltd in Provid en ce. ()z-gani;"d '1_'
a jo int 'I",'k partnership in 18l -l, Ih" company spent $40.000 10 build and ;1l'tall
il< first mill. 11 did nOI adupt pow,'r w"aving until 1828, in part because of Ih"
slturta l>;" of wa l.... pown. Th, ' proprietors claimed lu have steadilv 10,1 money
1....lw""lI 1814 and 1IH2. ( )"" partncr sold his $5,000 share for $1 ,8 75 in tht' sprine
of 1832, s..,· S\I'u", lIi"toT)' (Ii Smithfid<l. 115 : ~ l c Lan..·s Rrport. 1:934 939 .
'151} ~161 : Ib llna ll , Tn"ilr h,dlJJtdrJ. YH, 451 -457.

~t Phuto, ta t ""I'\" in th., oAice of Ih,. l\"orlh Siuninl>;ton lown clnk.
nSI""" ',lIi,loT)" of S"l;lhfifid. 132 --133. Sbln paid his wt'aHrs in slor,. !luuds

r"dwr th"n cash: others paid in ~'"m . S,'" Wan', f:"d" .Vrw f.·..." I"n<l Collun
M " nufM t uH' . ~1 -52.

~:I Rat(" kl1 from a third to a half h"lw'·..n 181n and 1820. S,·(' ibid. , n6-n7.
., h.. eoSI of labor for w.. avini'( wa, h"IHd belw('('1l 180'! alld 1820 . Se(' ( ;ood r i<' h ,
Hi storlral SI.,trh of P" ,,'t !lcl., l . n7.

~IQuotcd in Gnlrud" S"lwyn K imball, Pirl lJ t , ~ of Rhode 1.land i" Ih, Palt .
/642 1833 (Pro " id"nc<,. I~O{) ), ln~-166.

~'-' F"nnt"f, /l is/or )' of Fall Hi"eT, ~7 ..\ ..cording 10 W"rt· in le:a , I)' .\','" 1e:..."I,,,,"
CUI/o" ,\!anufac/urt. 72-73, the ..arll' pow('r looms caused sO much di fficu lt\" (h'lI
Ih" opn"liH" could nOI .."m a fair wag(' on pi ..rc rat ...., ~f a nu fa C l u rl"rs ahando""d
Ih ... wag" syslelll only aft " r th,,)' had solved the t..chnological prohl(',m , Clark.
in llislor )' 01 M anul acl lJ Tu . 1 ,:195 -:1~J6, report ... d that in 1827, S,OOO to 6,000
w"av"", dyn', and warp,'r, in Philad•."Jphia rarn..d, On Ih,' ""..raw·, $,1a w..ek "aclt.

~·; ~Id.ane·. Hrpo't , I :9Hi, 9~0, 956. 960, 963, 965. B,·Iv.-,',·n 1816 and 1826,
Ih., Hoston ~Ianufa,.turing Company a\Tr:lIlTd 18.75 pl"r e,' nl in profi ts, p"rll~

h, ','au,,. of t lu- lown production rests it obtained frulll th.' adoption of pow...
w'('avilll>;. Fo r th .. dilf.'r..nrial IWlw,...n t1w pric,' of ""non. yarn, and shir tin!l. and
for darn on m'a";llll; ratr-s s.... Clark, lI i' flJ T" 01 .lIanufMlurn. 1:374,386-:\87,
'H18 :'8<). 4'D.

sn Rhodl' Lsloud Cotton J / ll l1 l1 j ar f Il Tin!! [Ju l~

TH E RELI G IO US HI ST ORY OF A
C H RIST I:\.:\ SO C L\ UST

jow!,h j . Cooke's " ..1 Personal Relation"

b" CII.\RLE< R. CROW F.*

G"or!l" \ .... ashinv;ton Unl""rsit)'

I", ~ I A"Y llf. SI' E C.T S the vears from 183:) to 1850 marked the most
crucia l per iod for ..\ mtTiu n Protestant thought. Deism, w hich had
never been a mass mo vemen t, w as la rg-e1 y confined d uri ng: th e
J ackson ian era to a sma ll number of free thought socie ties, an d two
gene rations of reticent Uni taria ns did not br ing rad ical cha nges to the
American rel igiolls sn~m', XC\T rt h{' le~s. lea ders of th e two g:ro ll P~

wert- import ant as precu rsors of the New England Transcendentalists.
wh o were more formidable instiga tors of religious rebe llion. T rrm­
scenden talism was acco mpanied by an explosion of new rel igious
font's which produced pcrfecrioni-as. milk-nialists. comc-outcrs, spirit­
ualists, Sw cdcnborgians. Christian socialists. and many othe rs. a.;
well as ad vocates of bizarre beliefs with "spiritual" propensities from
phrenologv to mesmerism. Wh ile some of these fac tions on ly gen­
erated new fan aricisms and ot hers b red novel variations of "rationa l"
religion , a ll destroyed or thodox bel ids.

.\ majority of the rdon n gTflU pS were first prrscnt r-d in the twen­
tieth (Tntury wit h the mirt h and condescension of a Gilber t Scldes or
an H . L. Xlcncken exa m in ing h istorical specimen of the religious
"Ixxrboisie," and the incredible ('ccent ricities lTlay have deserved the
t rea tment given them by am used chron iclers. St ill, the influen ce of the
rebels was extremel y impo rtant for both the ologia ns and layme n.
Scores of battles were yet to be fought O\Tr Darwinian evolu tion ,
"sectar ianism." and "f un danu-utalism ,' hut vinuallv all inher ited
dogmas w ere challenged in th e 1840s an d Anu-r ir-an Pruresum tism
would never he the sam e agai n.

" T h.. ", r iu r ""_, ai dt'd in I h~ prepar"tion of this .utirl ... by a granl from Ih('
Am",i""n l' h ilu ' 0 l' h ica l Soci ..ty f"r " study of Fourie rism. W hik Iher... ar... a few
C{~,h ilem, in The Rhod~ Island Historic a! Society, mOSI of Ihe introduclory
matl'l;al Oil the Pro " id('Ill"(' socialis t came from T hr Bio"rtJphicul eye/oprdi" 0/
R,prr."nll/f;W M r n of !rho"r l tland r Provid .'nc,' . 1881 1, Th, H"rb;n~rr (Brook
Fa rm and :-;"w York I, amI tltr Reco rd , of I),.. Rd il(ious Lnlon of .-\<so"';a\;On;,I,
in Ihe ~ l a "achu "' \I s lI i, lm ;... ,,1 S"cit't\' .
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XO!w of the nr-w movemen ts was more interesting or signifirant
than Christian Fourir-rism. Albert Bri-banrs The Sorial Dfl/ill)' of
Xl an (.~cw York, 18·10) brought C harles Fo ur ier 's ,,>,,(el11 (0 tlu­

am-ntion of Anu-r irn n intellect uals, and a serie-, of artule-, ill Homo­
Cn'dey's New Yor k Tribune du ring: 184-:1 helped tu create more than
th ree dnzr-n communal experiments ( Pha la nxes ) :I" well a" «-vr-rnl
hundred thousand ronverts and scores o f urban "Ae-ociationist
Unions.' Ameri can s aco-prcd the French socialist's concern with
social r-xploitaticn. waste, and disharmonv, and t hey attacked the
dominant churches much more vigorolls ly for irra tionalitv ami politi­
r-nl ron-crvarivm. :\ kn who wished to escape co-mic p('~~imism found
in Christian sociali-m t he possibi lity of internal £lean' and rxtr-rnal
ha rmon y with Cod, nature, and socictv . In the mind" of th e
unchurched t he o ld n-ligion-, had died lea" ing beh ind ncartvinsatiable
drsirr-s for the em otio nal satisfaction of r itual and nliuiou-, eXlxTit"lln'
in a cunu-xt whic h did llO violence to the demands of e ither reason or
social justice. For men SIKh as J oscph J , Cooke, Ch r ist ia n Fourh-rism
seenu-d to pro vide a l'mviden tial end to decades of spiritual scan-b .

W hile Cooke ( [H13 - 188 1 ) did not become scriouslv interested ill
Fouric rism IltllillH-1-6, he q u ick ly became a na tion alleader of consid­
r-ra ble COlN'qtlC"tlft' and served fo r severa l yea rs a~ all officer o f the
Amerir-an U nio n of .-\ ssoc i at ion i~ ts ( the national Fout-icri-t nrunn­
izaricn). a lecturer. and a writer for the official rlC"\\"spapn o f till'
moverncnt, Til" !/tlrv inJ.!a , He represented the Am erica n Union
during wve ral tours of Fouricrist Phalanxes and hcfnn- va rious labor
and social reform meetings.

Shortly before the publication o f "A Person a l Rela tion" in the
J uly 19, 18 17, i~sue of The !/alvin!!,t'f, Cooke hCj.;,lt\ an alTl liatioll
with tht' Do~toll Rcl i.e; io lls Union o f :\s"o cia tio llists, which ended onl>
with the dissolutioll o f tht' chu rch in lH:l·!. ,\mong the curioll~

att{,lllpt~ 10 dn'is\, a C hri_tiau ~ocialist ritua l for tht, B()~lo ll co ngrega­
tion \\a";l puhlic cnnfl'~~i(lll in w'hic h the partici pant .c:a w a detailed
anoulliof his relig-iuus pa~L .-\ p pa ren t l ~ Cooke plT"I'nh'd an enlargcd
alld more intimate HTSion of ",\ Pe rso na l Reia tiu ll" tu match tlw
rn 'ea ling nmf l'~~i()n"of Illcn ~u{' h as :\ la l':\ T . La za r us, a refugee frolll
orlhfldu:\ J u d a i ~ rn ; .J()"I'ph ( :a n 'w, wlu) had hecn tra ined as a
Cat holic pri,,'!: and George R ip I!-> thl' fo n n n lIn ita ria ll minisll'l

then Sl.'f\ing as president of the Brook Farm Ph alanx. The Rhode
l-Ia ndcr led a less turbulent "pi ritual life, hut hi" narrative was morr­
r('pr('~('ntati\'t, and provide- an excellen t illustration of the manner in
which a varictv of radical n'liginlls forces co m bined to produo-n 11('"

vi-t a fnr Anu-ricun Prot esta nt ism .

.\ I'!:RSOX,\ L RELATJO:'\
E~n,RI,'l~IN'; ,I .... I (,0. tIll' !lelit'f that till' lrlfl,"l'IlH'llt in \\ hic-h Ill' ,II ,'

('rlg:lj.;ed is umim-ntlv a I'dig"iolls om-. and fraught with the most impfl!"­
t.mt and lWlldirial cnn~equenres to H umanity - that it i~ designed to
r:list, Uflman frolll his pn'sCIl! comparativelv dq~Tad('d posi tion, III lhat
which it is the inn-ntion of his Creator th a t IH' should Of'I'IIPY; I would
g-Iadly, did I possess ttu- ability, enkindle in the minds of those who
as"'])t to the truth. hut do not fed calhod upon to 1)(' especially active in
it~ prnpag-ation, a degree of the enthusiasm which 1 [r-r-l: ami awakr-n a
desire of in,'('stig-;ilioll 011 tln- part of those who are un.uquainn-d with
thr- subject . T h is. I am aware. 1 am not qualified to do: but. supposing
tluu there Illay he some present whos(' nu-ntal experience ha, been
SOlllt:wbat analogous to my own : who. ,('eking- for truth, han' 1}("l"1l

almovr hUlllhllggl'd into believing error to be curh: who ha\"(' be-r-n taug-ht
that their reason should be kept in subjection. and its voice not al!o"Td
to be heard that it i, ill vain for man to attempt to improve himv-lf.
at the same time that he is to 1)(' held strir tlv ac countable for not so
doiuf!:: and who, seeing the incou-isu-ntir-s of those who prok,s to he
gO\'ITm'd by the higflf'st motives, and to hi, in till' rnjrwnn-nt of dose
rommunion with God. havc-, like myself. almost dospnio-d of hein g ahle
to find anything 011 which to n-st their hopes. or whir-h lI1<'y could
r-mhrnc e as universal T ruth ~lJpposiug rhar such might be 11l0lT 01'

Ie,s inn-rested ill the relation, I have writn-n in thr- ("(lIll]XIS~ of a few
pagl's, t lu- prominent points of my materials and spiritual r-xpt-rir-nr-r-.

I kin' likewi,c suppo,ed that such a rl'lation might Ill' lIseful as a
warning to othl'l~ , alltl pos<ibly, hy l'xposing Iht' dangt'r, pn'\Tllt the
shipI\f(Tk of ,onl<' tr<lvelh'rs, and at the same time illu,trate. in a
llll'asun', the e"istillg l'vils of ,oeiety. "' l ~ must feel sick Iwfore we ,eek
for rCllwd ies.

It would have heen rnu(h more plt-,I,allt if I ('(Hlld h,nT lIl,),k ll~t' of
SOllll' other than the firS! person, singular llumb<T: hut this thl' nature of
th" caSI ' r('udl 'n'd illlpossible.

i n orde r 10 plT\Tnt 11lisI'OIl,tnKtiolf, I l\lJUld here n: rll<llk that. ill tIll'
praetin' of ,\s-.u<.'iation . tlocn' i, lIothirlg l'xl'lusi\,' - all an' l'lltitkd 10
tlwir ]Jl'ndial' religious bl'lieL and whilt, ;1/1an' fw (' 10 (,"PI"'S~ tllt'ir "WII



views . non.' ner-d fed their pn-judio-, attacked .
TIlt" second art icle o f IIIf" ronsrinuion of the .\1Il1'ri(·;1I1 Lnion [of

"Aoo c iationisrs" or Fou riericrs] dec lan-s its onjlOf't (0 ht·. ti l<' ""t,.hli"h·
uu-nt Hf a n or der of "oci("ly, based on a wstem of -

J oint -SHICk I'ropt'll y :
Co-operance Labor :
.\"sociation of Families :
Equitable Distribution flf Prnfit ,,:
~ rulua I GuarantlT" :
Honors accordin~ 10 F .,dultll'ss :
Integ ral Educat ion :
t 'nityof Inn-n-sts.

It will In- """Il that if Ihese prinr-iplos all' fully r-arrk-d o ut. the- Inuit
1IL1l"t Ill', " (; !ory to God in till' h i~lw"I, and on earth. .qood will toward
uu-n:" and it would ln- difficult to couceivethnt any one r-o uld Hve lnnl?;
iI.1 a situ-ere attempt to illu-trnte t!WIIl , without disca rd irrg: all II ;UTOII­
vrews.

I will al "o take this opportunuv to ""y that we ernpharicnllv dcpn-rnn ­
till' idea which SO!H{' may enn-rtaln. that th e pmcticat jJ('/fU lio " of the
l.(" il'll (,(· is (0 ht,' reached a t nnce : hut W I' do a ssert that il" 1Il0"t illll"'rf('('1
\ ta tl·. (a nd Ollt· Ihat has }}('t." a lrl'ad, ar rin'd OIl in <;t'\ I'l a l f r;u:'lIwllta r..­
.\"<,.(JCialion.., ) is in finilely p,..{erabll··1ll Ih.. COlmnOIl ordn of o,()(-i.· t~ . .

Wilh till'\( ' in l roclUl· tof1· n 'marks. I will pftl("{'('d 10 m y rdation.
I ld l s( honl 011 an tOarly a l':"t' of tWloln·. m y p.1.ff'nts hav i n~ ;K("l·d.·d In

Illy " i' h to enter a , Inn'. It " illihus ht' <;t'en Ihal llly I·dul'al illn JIlU,t ha n '
hol" 'n t·..,y impt' rfen. I wa s fo nd of " 'adill\!. h UI wi th thl ' " ", ,,!Jtioll of
'IOlllt' hi stolYand persollalnarrat iv..... Iny all l'nlion wa\ g-in'n to I1m .-l, ­
tI... lalt t'f fonned Iht' rule, \,h.'n'a, tlll'y should ha\'e hI';'n till' 1':\;fl'l'l ion .
1 W3-'I lI1;l rri,'d SOIllI' months hI·fon°arri\'inl! al lhe al!(" o{ h,,·nt \·-{,n.,. ;lnd
in ,,"'IS til;1n a y"ar enl':"a~('d in bu sinl'''''\ o n 111\ own' a,"("ount. ';n'\-io us to
m y ItMrri ;\I':"I ' , my mind and f"dinl!s re\"oltf·d·ap:;liml tlH' Hihlt·. I do nOI
kllllW that I I'n"r made Ihi s known tn ;Hly (JIll' , with It\<' l'xf t'p tioll nf Illy
t ld t'r h!"otlwl, who had /l' n 'ntl y bl'("IlIlW a n Epi"""I)al c l t'l"g: ~ ll l a ll. Ii i,
argulllt'llt s fail. 'd tt> nlll\"iIW", I h;\t! 1ll'\Tr rl'ad an infidel work ","'ith till'
I'xn'ptioll of th,' casual l)<'nl";11 of Vnll ll'Y' '\ " R u ins." Yo u will of "otn""
1I0ti n· thaI Illy infiddity was " Ill il'l'!y of" passi\"(' nat un'. M y wifr- h" d
h(TOIm' a Iltl'ltll>!' !" of C hurch, Pnl\-i,knc,'. juS! hdon' her
11l;l lriag,·, and \'\'llI'll Ihal t'\'l '1I1 t"ok pIat T. naturalh \\ i"h"d 111;,1 IWI
hu,hand ..hould bl" a CllJi~l i ;ul. w,· illllll" d ia td , 1 1Jt>~ ,' d 10 :\, .\\ YOlk.
T ....hlil!l' h..r. I read ~ldh,a illl'\ " Evid '· n, ,·~ or' Chri'\liauity." ;Illd \ ,;1"

Th .. R..bgiorH Hi story 0/ Il Ch ristian .\'0,111/,,1 [J u l~

couvirm-d of i« rrur h. l rnrouuu-n-d a "'\T n' '1I1ll!!!I. , in III~- mind. h" ill~

un\,illiul! In gin' up flU to C hris!. ~I ~- am-nrion hlT;mll ' "0 lIlufh
ah'url:",'d ill hu,ilWss . 11t;1t Ill' rd il:'iu ll" ft'..Iill~s "oon won' awav For
'0111.' Yl'ars I IMid 110 .unuuon to the cuhje t , .o.d unh (ll.'fa,inn,(]h ""Ill
to church. :-'und;1\ \\,1" to III" /itoally a d, ,~ of u-cr. .1 llI'w'papt'l o r .t

novel in Ill\ hand 1 vi-iu-d hu t lirrle a nd '" I'. , .un-uded p,nli.·,. 1 rould
feel no ~Ylllp,llh, wirh thr- h.. lIow ("()Jllplilll!'llt, IU UJllIl"Mlilll! (·iviliti.·, uf
~('n"ra l <;(",:i'·I~. (lll.· dav ill IlL<' latte-r pa n , .f tilt" '> inn-r ill II,t· wa r 18-10,
rn~ wife r..q ur-sn-d Ill" 10 ;UTolllpa ny lu-r in ti ll' ('\Tnillg I.. hear tl J('
r-e-h-hrat..J ~II". -- pn-ach <II the Ha l-'t i ~1 Churd l in ~tn·l'l "

I \'Tnt ou t wi tlt IWI ..... ~t·ldo lll. nnd hrr n'lj uI'st W;lS '\0 t'a rll""! , th nt I felt
it to Ill' a dU I ~ to g- ra tih IwI". I had neve-r heard a n-viva l 1'1"t';l< ht' L \, ith
tln- exceptinu "f :-' 11' . ~r ,l t l i t t ( ;\1 a n'l} "arly a go" ) , aud lIlY pr..judiri-v
wen- S'H)1l I""t in a~toni~llllll"lrt and admiration. I llWIILtlh allow..d tluu
if tht · ~o "all, 'd mthudox t!'Htrilin w('It' trw', this man W;I ~ [lur\uilll..( tln­
only "()Jl,i~h"nt t( HII "'\" . " ' lra t ! ~t"11 g"lliH~ down to 11 ,,[1 ill ,ud l 1IIl1llh,'J '
daily. a nd "nly pn-acln-d to onr- da ' in rln- I" " 'k ~ Is it It' ;l'\ollahl.. ? 011
thr- contra r~ , shou ld no t nn' n (,JIIcrt ain iIll':" <uch vi.· ,,~. devon- 1111'11 I"" lvr­
t];l\ and Ilic:hl. 10 ....und IIH' ala rm? I "aid ((IlIl\~d f 1lJ;lt I \\ il~ p Ur'iui nl!,
a \"('f1' foolish COU,",", Illy lrlillll lll'i n!::, wholly <'11!::'ft".... -d with tilt" ihina- of
Ilw w()rld. wi t l\(.t11 1"" 'lt.\\ iu!::, OJ Ihoughl upl 'n Ilw flll ul" , ,11111 I Ih 'lI-r­
mi n,'d to aft dilf, ·Tt·nlly . An in\,i tation wa' gi\TIl OI l tilt' d o...· of tilt"
1II("{"ting to thiN,' who f,'11 d i"I...""od. 10 ~(l dtmn illlo l ilt' l ot'I,t uT('- roolll.
a nd I wislwd 10 ~o. bll t Ill' IJridt' fl"trai nl'd 111" . Yo u lila' l'a'lily ~IIPVO"'"

thaI III(' lll'xl l"\"nill~ I did 1101 wail 10 1)(' a"l.. l'd tn gn In IIll"l·tinl!­
I wl'n l vo]ul1ta rih ,. ,\1 ti ll' d, ..... I ~".JII illlo Ihl" L' ''l-tuft·-n '''' Ill. a nd wa~

,(",'n a~kt'd hy nn.. u f ti ll" Ik ;u'ons to lak .' a n "anxiou, "'<II." I kit d",irou,
nf doi ng '0, hUI d..d in.·d . This fo llowinc: l"\'l'uilll! I t, ,,, ,1.. an ·'.1.nxiou"
...·a l... and was p r;ly..d fol". I \\a.. alfl'cl l"d, t'\"l'1I to tl';:Irs. 1101 wars of
n ·I)(·lllaltl.... bu t of outragl'd pl idt· ;t, it is ("Ol ll..d . alld ,I' I t1wn o" bid"rt·d
it. ..\ ftt'r ti ll' I'f"a~ .'r, I W;I' ;I,kl'd ho w 1 {t'lt? I do 1101 \\ i, h to tleal , udl a
"unj l,.' t lightly, hUI I CIIIIH. t hdp " IN 'f\'ill,£:, Ih t· , " iking ;lIl alo~y ht'twl T n
tIlt' '1 u l'''l ion ~ ,I"k"d on ' lLl"h 'll.T;I"iolls. and thost"addn ·, ,,, 'd by ;1 I'h y~ i,' ian

to a palit'1l1 ;lIt l'r th. · ad l1lill i ~tration of a dO'll' of lllt·tlidllt·. I {'a lmot rer a ll
IllY ,'xaft wplil's. hut I wa" invill"d to call UpOJl tlte pa, lo r of Iht" CltulTh
Oil tIlt' 1l"X! IIlofll inl!:. I was plLl1clllal for Iht · ;,ppoilllllWnl. I was t"ld th ,lt
IllY f", 'lillg;""!"I" Hot nat ural. bllt must ha\!' h'TIl I'l'od\l,t 'd by Ih,. Spirit
of (;od " I \\;l S dinTt"d to t;lkt· a tk,'id,'d ~I;llld to It"'k forwa rd and
1101 ba('kward to lake up th.. (TOSS, and 10 Ctlt do wn th .. bridg e behi nd
Imo, so Ihat I could llot rt·tu rn . II .. jJ ra ~ t'd for 1111' . ;w d tlll'll put int o 1Il~

halld all ;n t il"l .· O il tI ... IIIt .d,· of It Jpl i' l1 1. II , ' ;t, k,·d if Ilon ·,1 till' ,>(H'il't~
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of Chri~ti.Uls. 10 wh i, h I "u(r nnvwt-rt-d in the affirmative. For curh
Chri~tians as wr-rr- d"voling" their l illlt' an d means 10 warn tlu-ir fo-llHW
I M·in~s of Ih..ir d'lllr':WI"U~ silUat ion. I f('11 that I rould 1101 do 100 muc h .
( I di d not 1"... rcr-ivr- 'II th.u lilllt' how 1<l"'''~Y a proportion WIT'· '·Ilc;a~l"d ill
addill~ to rh.. lIum1wrs of '·m.., C hurch."] T h is. of COUI'SI', was r-onrlu­
sin' ,.\·id,·nn· tha t I hnd IM ...n hom again, an d I \\a~ invit ..d 10 rr-late­
'·"p,·ri,.nn·I..·fun· till' Church . eit her Oil tha t or till' foll(lwin~ afn-rmjon,
I CHmOI say po~itin'ly \\ hich. I did as I was n-qur-cn-d. T wo of tlu'
[k ar On' wr-n- appointe-d as tlw Committee of the Church 10 romT..... ·
with lin". and tlwy arcompunicd 1111' lu uue to tea. On l:M:'ing' imrodurr-d to
Illy wift-, '1Il<" "f tllO"lJl""Il~r_ltulalt'd111"r upon till' I-hanc;,· I had nu-t \\ith.
and solid that lit" suppc....·d tha t vhc would wish to join tlwir Churo h
Ix-foll·lon~. I \\;IS cou-d ill Oil lilt' vatue '-\'-lIins::-. and inm ...r..... -d in a lIa\
or "HI. ( I had IM'.·n -prinkh-d in iufan'y. ) I was imnu-diau-lv I1J;\d.. a
nu-mber of n>lillUitt'T': IMd a n ihl,· da,,: was callr-d UJX'II 1(> pl'a\ ill
their anxious nWt·tinl!;'. IM·LIIlIt' a t ract distributor. e-n-.. de I [e-It ,·;.III.·d
upon to ~i \I' up husilws.s at once, for two reasons. O ne w a-, that I did n"t
stand UpOIl finn ground ill n'spl"t"t to rhe faith which I proteced. and
n ,u ld not alTold tn d"\"Ull ' the tilll<" to busim...s Ihat \\a, req ui,il'" fOJ" its
sU''I"\',sful pr........·ution. or Iha lllly dUly to Illy partlwrs n"luirt'd.

This ('OUN' was opl'0...·d 10 th .. ad\·in- of tflt" principal h retlllt·n.•tI1d
I "ell relll.·mlx.... tht· Tl'lIlark of one of thl'm. whic h was thaI II\.' IW\Tr
kilt'" all indi \'idua l whu di d so, that made a useful ch u rch-meIlL""'r.
It was ,I ,ell,ihl" n ·m;lrk . a nd why? Bt"{'a uSl' , uch a Ollt· woul d ha\" an
oppul'tU llily for rd l....l it1~ UpOIl Ifw \Inrt'a,ollahlen"'ss of sud l donrim·s.
and would find th,iI the y d id 1I0t 1lIt't.'t thl' want s of ml' n. But I.t lIlt'n's
though ts ht· ,·ngrosst'd in tr ad,' . a nd merely go throug- h wilh ft' r tain
fonll' nn Sundays, and tfwy ma y Ix' k"pt in Ihe l raCl~' . I sold Illy illtn," t
to Illy partlwr, . a nd <In ·'' tt·d Illy ti ll1 l' tn prayt..... study an d an io n. I
wallled a n a~Sllr,\fln' of th,il faith ,>hir h I di d no t luI that I had, hUI
whir h I "a, !old Ih.. t I !'o,wssl·d Iw r a us,· I "ishl'd fo r il- th at all~

doubts \\t·rt· the It'1I1pta tinn ' of tlw de\"il. aud Ihal as I di d Illy dUlY.
illy f'· I·lings \\ould gnm b li~h ll'r. I wished 10 '·!in· religion." In ttLt"
"Olll'''· o f that y";I1', I I.(' L\" '· to wha t I n lll,i de red tf w (",,\I ,, ' III digioll.
,,100 t!l o lw· lt·llt h of Illy 'apital. ( I wish [ had it now. I" d" \ ote to
.-\",,, iali oll . ) Hut as ,·an ]('sl a , \\IT\' 1lL\ \"Ildea\"on ( a nd l eo uld " l'rl a i lll~

hasT had JlO worldly " h j' T t to I.(a in.) ! r "u ld 1I0t It·a nl to {"I'" n od wh o
Ilad d ecreed lhal ti lt' lar.l!:"M pOl'lion of lilt" hUlila n heing, wborn fll" had
ne'lll·d ~hmdJ 1M" ..It'l"IIa lly d.. rlllwu. I l"o l1l1d tha t it was IltTe";lly 111<1 1

J ' hOl1 ld Ill" doill,l:; ,o llwt hing for lilt" support of llly't'[f and fa mily in Ih i,
" "rltl. ali t! I ; IIT"ldil1l!;l~ IIMd,· arr'l n~ I · llw n t ' wilh a \llung- Illall \,hl' ll'

I be-lieved to 1M· n>nsci'·lIlio\l~. and who was wiIlil1~ In do busilll'ss on
Christian prinr-iph-c, We had nOI1""'n tOj:Wllwr long. bcfnn- I discovered
the illlpracti,·;lbilil\ .. f ptll'uini:: that hraurh ( d l~' ~"ods johbing ) in which
WI' wr-rr- '·ng-ae:,·<I. 'urt.."full" and an in aoordanrc with the Golden
R Ll I,· of doing unto .. IIwI' ,ts '\ ttU "oul<l h,' <I"IW bv. [ had SOliI<' un-an­
[dt with which I pltlp",.·<1 I" · IJun·ha ... · a brill, ,III~I loy n'lirin~ into thr­
rouutrv. 1!.·t rid of 0;01110' of tIlt" manv ,·,'il, of rivilizanon. :Sly partn!'1
f""ling ohli~"d 10 ronrim« in hll,i,w". 1II;1(!l- nrrancerm-ms for a cper-ial
I'artlln"hip to couirm-nre wln-nour ~"'ar ";1' up. ( I I,· Iaih-d in thr- ~pnlle:
uf 18+6. after four yTa,' of ,truc:~lin~ . ) [}Ilrin~ the- y't'ar w.·lo,t mom-v.
i n the spnlle: of Is-n. I punha...·d a fann in tlw \-if"inity of this city. and
remained upon it thn.., y,·alS. Fi lld in~ I rould 1I0t derive a SUpp0l1 frolll
it. in tlw -prina of l8-t6 I r-nn-n-d the e:rorl''1' hu,im,",s with two younc:
nu-n who 111'1"(' (,Ile:ag..d in it. and whu thought that dwy we-re doinc
well, but that IIwy could do h.·tler with all ,·nlaTCt·d rapiral. I found that
Iht'~ had bee-n d.·tTin·d tb,'y had [..'I in-n-ad of gained. and after a
fl'" monlh, Wt· all gan' it Ill' av a Iruirl.....s endeavor. I fO~"1 to <av that

pn·,'inlls to rnv ka\'ing :\"n, Yo rk. I had ~radually I"'nlll{" I s a~d Itoss
ar-tive in the Church.•and ht'fnn' 1lI~' dt'partun' I h;ld a .·oIl\Tr ·i1ion with
my pa'tor, alld frankly lold him th.' '1;11" of my mind. He cntn'atcd ml'
for tllc ,au,,' of ,,·[ic:ioll, lint 10 I,·t it ht' knu\\n. hut tn allend Churrh
rt'~ularly. and to kt..V up appearann·s. Ill' \tat"d hi, Iwlid that I would
on,' day ,·nnf("\.s that I had bt·1.'ll rt1!:'·flt'rau'd. .-\lIow me to a,k how man\"
thou'and~ in th ... Churrhl's around liS ha\'l' not ht"'l\ anluso'd frolll Ihl'ir
sdf-d,·n·plion. alLd art" nnw "k"" llinl: up ;IPP'·<IraIUTS" by den'i"inc:
flllw ..... ? For tilt" la't ...·' ...n Y"'lT~. I han ' had lI1\1c h tin w In wad a nd
rd-l,·c1 murh flf my rl'adin~ has IM"' u of a na tlll " I'a lrula t"d to ill1pro\..­
thl' mind. and I han' glallt'..d ,II lill' nalu ra l s.i'·I1fTS of \, hic h I wa,
Iwfon' almmt elllir..!\" ignorallt. As Illy llnd " I~t and i l1g ' ·l\ l a,~('d . th .. I.·~,

'ati~fit"d I was with the idca of fa ith ...~ il is gt·nnally Ulld'Tstood. I ha \"l"
" flt'n f,·lt tha I Illy lif,' was wi lh oUI ,til ohj ,..-I and ha\"e freqUl 'n tly
'·"pressed 1I1~yl f as ht·in/.:: 1Il!'It'ly \"'J::.·tatill.~, I h a \"e allcnd ,·d Churd l
hut a few limes fo r M' \"' ra l p'a rs, and han' fell 11101"" a nd mort ' r('relled
by th.. doclrilWS illr uka ll·d. a nd tlw il d l"\Tlo pllI('l1I in th t.' li\" t's of
Ch ri, t ia ns, so cl.Ued. II "·" IIW<l In Ill!' 10 \,.. illlpo"ihl.. thai III l'n ('(mid
, illc\Tl"ly Iwli,' \"!" (as they pwac1wd a nd plllkss..d. ) lhat ti l(" fwatl wlI
' \t Tl' 1 1lTi~ hi ng: hy IlIilliollS fol' wallt of 1111' llwa llS nf sah' a li" ll. wh il,· tlll" \

t IW111se!n·s \\ n"li\'illg" in a sta\(' of lu"u ry. I ("I lliid IInl sylllpa thi 71' \\ it ll
slll"h. They p ranirally dt"lly till" pli llli p l,·, whidl t1wy p lnll'ss. ! do not
!Iwall to he I1llCh·rstood ;h so lyilll: tha I tfwn · an· 110 !,::(lod lIlen ill tIll"
C llLlld ws - lI11dnuhll·dh- 111<"1'1 · al... 'lid I a mong: all '''us; l.ul I 1", lie \T
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they a re thr- t·"Ctvt iol1 ~ . rat her tha n tlu- full'. and J should q uite as "'KIll

look for hOlwsty a nd IWllI" \'ok lllT wit ho ut [the Ch urd ws] as wit hin
[rlu-m]. ( read ..( Jmoo" hy Herman ~kr \· ill , · . and set· ho\\ linh- Chri-uan­
itv. as ( a u~h t hv III<' \ l i.... i"Il; lri.'s, has rcally dOll(" In h...m-fi t tlw Sout h
So-a [daudr-rl'. I 1. ;1\ "1" .. u I'IW)·...d tha t 1Il\ mind W;IS !-ll'rhaps. pt'rulia rh
"" Il,tiluh·d. Still. ;1' I \\a-. so \\;IS I born. and I kll";, ' tha t I had
sinr<·r.-ly tried t" I.., a Ch ri..tian. hut had failed to pa rricipan in ti ll'
l'f>lllforh wlmh Ch ri..tians abou t uc "':lY rhov -njov. I at one tilll<' f.-h
..tr"Il~ly attached 10 thr- S\\"d"llhor(!iani"m and t ill' dOI't ri,ws of ti ll'
tWW J l ' rU~l k1tl Church. To th ..",' whu a rc uc quainu'd wirh tl1<"lll . it is
Ulllll"t"I~S;.l" tn .....y Ih,lt 1110' fundamental (\01' is e-haritv. in it> trur- and
mo-t l'n larged ",·n",·. M a nv of SIH'dt'noon;:'" id.'as an' <,() I"\'idl"ntly true.
and addn-e Iht'III'ol:'!ves \1 ith "'I much force 10 the und.' rstanding, thai
I was ;llm"st pre-pan-d to believe that thIN' which did not accord with
Illy rea-on wvrr- Iikcwiv- mn-. and th a t I did not ""1' rhem to he so on
anulint of Illy own "htu""lit·s'_ In bet, I unde rstood thar "'1II1l' of hi,
\, ell know n di't·i"I,~ nlll"idn till' 't'it'n("(' of .v-sociarion to be till' 1"'1f,"(".
tion of his d,l("tnlll~. 110\\1' \ IT, il was proved to the satisfaction of 111\
O\,n mi nd, th;lI his dnct rilll'" \\t'rt' the resu lt" of hi, 0\\11 n'as<mine, and
that hi" sup"matu r;1 1 .. i,ion "a" an illusion. I po.' ru","<i sonlt' of tI\l'
earliest artide' puhli"hed in Ihe T rih ulle hy '\[ r. Brishalll' , on .-\ssot·i,, ·
tioll, al tht' tillle of thd r p llhli,·ati"n, and ,It 0111"(' ...aid that 1111' 11 W,·I1·
too wlfish tn n-ducI' tilt' th"011" to pr.wtin': but I nnl'r had a t·Ollllt'(II'd
"t;lIt"III'nt "f ttlt· I )o,: t r i' l" u ntil la l(' r, T heil , wh ..n I saw till' pro \' isiolls
madt' for ttl!' IJ,-\I' lopm,·1lt of ti lt' dint' rt' nt passio ns of Illt'n - \\twn I
,.lUc:ht lh.· idl';l of L'nin ' '''' ,11 L' nity \\ lw II I rd l l".-t"d u pon its j u"t in ' ­
,llld lasl, Iho ug h lint 1";lSt , \\ IWII I h"d 1,lslt' t! (If the Sot i,·t y uf I' ra fl ic l [
.\",,,·i,,ti,,nis ts [a t Broo k Fa u n ] t1lt'n I "aid Ihat this W<lS ttl!' Tnllh
""nh li\' inl'!" for : and I \\ ill al~1 add. "orth dying fo r. Y O li Illay ask.;\s
a n illdi \'idll;ll di d till' o tlwl' day, .. , low do you know Iha l in a yt'a r or
t' ighlt'{'n tllo llths. \'0 11 \,i ll 11" 1 ft'e l tht, ,alllt· aho ut th is maUt' r , as you
did alx 'u l joini n!:: tlw e h lln, h?" I an"\I'I'r, I do not kllu,c. hilt I h,,\'" th i,
a" ur ;IIIC" , Ih. tl "htTt'a" I ;It tha t ti lll!' d id \,j(,!en('e 10 my l1'aSOIl. all d If>

t·\Try ft'I' lillg- , ( h.' ing- told that such a !."n Ul'f" was nect' ssary.) I a rll 110\1
'll' li ng- al"coldi rrg III till' l ...st di d a t"s "f rllY r('a,on . and thaI t1~.'iIl hj t'(' t

ad (!r,'sst·s il, t' lr to ti ll' higlll'SI rt'l'lillg" of Illy na lu re . T fw / wa , I);\ill ­
th is is p!e;r' u r' ·. T h;Lt \\as nHrstra itit thi , i, lib"rty. T hl' rt' ltla \' Ill'
!fUN' "b" ha\ 'I' 1101 d istlt ll tl y lllld tT, tt" ,d lilt '. !lo t h;ll"i llg no tin·d ti lt'
d i, \ iHt'li,>11 t/r.11 b", b" " 11 It r;ld,· tlt' tw' 'I'll Il';ll ( :hr ist ia ll ity and ti ll' n II rli r" HI
p ra, Ill... ,,f it. ' I Ill' 1;1110"1 I n'mkrrlll ti ll' fonn("\" I adn..-al t·. [I ;11']"';,1'

10 nn- p la in that A",,,·i;tt i,, t1 i, Ilw embodiment of ti ll' p r i'Ki pll's of
Ch rist ian ity, and th a t a "inn'...· a t tr-mpt o n th c: pa rt of a community to
/nl' Ol !."co rd ing- 10 the pn'n'!,I' of C hrist. would Ilt'Cl·ssarily lea d them 10
adopt ti ll" '>t'i t'rwt' of .\s\(II,iatioll. Indiv id ual s tuav endeavor \(, 10 live.
hu t th t'y will find Iha t if tlwy 1Jt" ISI'n ' !"t' they will I,,· martyrs. T llt'y must
combine and h-lp nne another and wha t would this he h UI .-\,,"' )f" iation ?
A rdil'!"ion tha t would alit", lilt' to hoar d up hundred- of thousands
"hi lt, Illy f"IIow t..in!::, I\I'U' in want of till' rUlTlfurt". if no t nf Iht'
llt'n'Sfoari('s of life. I runnot appron' o f: nor dot'S Christianity. But 1 ask
if this is not its pn.....-nt dt'\Tloj'n1l' IIt? h not a man who is worth
8 100,000. and give-, anyw hen- f rum 8 lUll to .~ JOnll a y('a r to rt'"l i{! ious and
charitable USt'S, r-alh-d a pan..rn of ht'l1t'\'olt'nn'? And i" thi-, all that
Chrisrianitv calls for? " '., must answer, no. Renu-mber the widow's
mitc, In ,1n"\H'r to iho-,e dt'lltynwn and orlu-rc. who han' <aid that they
we're awan- that nn-n did nOI lin' up t" thr- requiremcnt, (If C h rist , I
han' "ai d aud "ill ~ay al'!"ain. that Ih l"y d« not pn-u-nd to br6n or cx pr ct
to do it. If th .. ,'nliH' woeld was evaneclized. as it i~ called. "hal would
the-n I", it, slatl·? LI" lk at th......· countrh-s which are !lOW cal led Christian.
Look at Great Urilain and at our OWIl ("I'unl11 - tilt-' Ii{!hh of tht' world.
.\ Il" Ihen' no wars? ~o pon·rty? ~o ,,1;l\TI~.' ~tI inlt'llllxT:,uJ("l'? ~ll

lic(' liliOtts!lt'S\".' Loo" at lh .. (,hUrt-h.,,, tlw'nsdn's in our Il\11l count r~.

An ' 1I0 t a ll d\{".... th i" c:, found \,ithi" tlll'tIl? h nut sdfi"IUl""". in odious
fo n n". tht, nllltmlliTl/t pri lwil'k? A"d "h,lt hop.· is the Tt" of a tx-u t'r
, ta le.' l a nswt·r in till' praflit":.,1 d"\Tlopmt'TlI Ilf tI, t' <;cit'm'l" o f .-\""0 ­
.·ialion - a sci.'nn' ,,-hi. -h is ,"akU];IIt·d tn hring- out all "f th.. ,good
fe.' lings and reprl'ss tht' bad - a ",'it'lln', tht' lI·nd.·llcy t,f which is to

tTa dica lt' all I'\"il. and to hrine: u" in to a St;l!t' o f hannoll \" with m a n.
wit h natu n', and with God - till" Ix 'r(I't·t ioll of "hidl i" th l' C h risl ia n
.\Ii ll.·n niu m - tI... ~" w J.·ft l..... [.·1H - lilt' C ity " f God.

JJ C.
.-\fte r the f o llap....• of Ih.. Fo ur i"rist IlJO\Trtll 'nt ( :nokt' th re w all h is

elwrgy int o Ihe a rtt isla n' ry IllO\"l'nWllt , a ('o rtlm itmr nt w hi !."h madt'
h im a p ioneer in Rhode Isla n d Rq)llhlica n po li lic s and a power in
pa rt y !."ou ndls \ln t il his death , Tht' fonne r o p po nl"m o f ("{)Jn mef(·ia !

life gra d u ally !x' C,IIlll' a prospnolls f('a l I'sta tt' spt'r u lator and the
suclTssful head o f a n a ,t;"I' Il(-Y' t' r .. i n ~ I'lll i.gra nts to Ca liforn ia , D esp ite
Coo ke 's t'\"l"nt u a lla pSI' in to rel igio lls indifT('I"I'Il(' :.lm I IX,l it il'a l COIIStT\ '·

a tis m, h is d ('\-nl io n to ( :h r isl i,tl\ so(-ia lislll ill 1H47 w as qn it" gen u int,.



VII P IIf.t1E" S MITII. Xorth I'w, id"nn ' lrl<lIriagt.·s n-cord the mar­
riag-e of Samuel Ollll'y. j r., or Ezra ami Phebe Smith of
Ed wa rd . hy EO'kid Whi pp l.·. j ustin" 7 Jul y 1779. t.~1l The
(;,',ua1o!!)' of . .. T hom a . 011/1")' plan·s Snmur-I. .J r., as tlu­
sou of Ezra o( :\'oft h I'rll\ id" l1 rt · nud h is second wif.' Lyd ia

:' ~ : .\ rno l d , " p... it., SllIirhfi,.Jd ~ l ;tr . i; , l>( , · •• :1: hli.
" ~ " .\h,. C . W , .\",hom ;H,d ~h•. C. II . W"I"{]' ·Il. U" J:.H lI"il/i""", "I l'",, ' i dnll ~

\1' rovi<k IH"', j'l-l'l l , p. 1(1" .
" ~".\ rn " l d , 0" ... il ..• l'onh I'u ", id.',u·,· .\ br,-i;'l>(n. 2::17.

Hezekia h Spral.::Ul'. h. 11 Feb. 1777 a nd d . 15 Aul.:: . 1838.6 2:

Both art - buried in the Smith hurial lot in North Burial
Ground. Providence, a lonl.:: with wveral of th ... ir children.
Daniel n-ccivr-d h i, ~ha rr of his fat hr-r's property and mad..
h i, h01l1t' in Xorth I'rol:id"IIt",·. Bihl, ' records of Dan iel and
hi, famil y an- on fil, ·at The Rhode Island H isto rical St"·i,,ty.

CIlILOKf.:- OF D'l.:-IH_t1 .\ :-; 11 A'\l fl.-\Il. (S l>l lTlI) SM'TH ;

A S Il \ 1 Sl>1IT II , h. 23 St'pl. 1800: m. !I April 1826
:\athanid A ngd l of Enoch. h. 12 Manh IiBO. Asha
d. 200et . 1870 and h"r husband d . 3.·\ ug. 1832. Thee
had A :- :-; \I AIU--\ A ngd l. 1829-1833. and AMF.\· R,,:-'­
OJI.LL AIlI.::"'I . h . 8 A ug. 1827 who 111. Ohadiah Brown
and had six children.

2 PHf:Bf:: S~IITII , h. 21 Jan. 181l') : d . 9 \ fay 1835 of
('ollsumptiu n.

3 _\ Il\ L1 :- ~: 1 $'11111 , h. 22 Ik r. 1807 : d . 7 :\0\'. 1837 of
("(lIlSUlllpt inn .

j ou S Enw ,\ R!l : SmTII . h. 2:\ Ap ri l 1810 : d . 3 Jan. 1894.
.-1 .-\\H:\.: S~IITII. 1819-1922.
6 Tllo~us II.'l.RRIS: SMITH . h . :1 .lilly 1816; d. 17 Au g.

1904.
7 .h lt:1: 1l .\ MkIS: S~IITIl , 1819-1822 .
8 FR'l.scF.s Wu.SOS: $\11711 . h . 13 :\"0\', 1821 ; d . 19 jan.

19 1:l: m. a W ilen, .
Thl ' fam ily r"l"oru a i'll ind ud.·s I h .~;t u . 8 \ ·I.I,IK:" :

S~llTll \, hn d. IO :\ la y 187:1.

\'1 R-\ t:llu.O\ Sl>IITl I. h. 17,ill : d . 18:m : Ill. Daniel Winsor of
Abraham and Sa rah (Smith) Winso f of Grecuvilh-, Rhode
Isla nd . who was h. 1:1 :\,,1:. 1762 and d . 17 june IH2:t
:\0 issuc. ~~~

JOII I' S ~ IIT11. T il E ~ III. LER . O F I'R O VIIlEI'CI:.
RHonE ISL\ :'\ fl

S()~I E OF HIS DEsC t-::'\ D.\ XT S

II \' ell ' '' l. f_~ \ \ 'ILLl "'f F 'R " II '\I

f"" IlI;n u.·d from .\ prj l, lQfi~ , p. 60 ]

11.1 I II "., :-; J .-\ 'II ~ " S'IIT1I . d . 6 :\Cl\". 18.j5 in his 89th vea r and j.

buried with h i.. n'lalin'~ in the Smith lor in Xorth BlII'iOlI
(;rotllld, Providence.

..\ fln Benjamin wa s adjudged incapable of nl.lIl3l!illl! hi..
cffair-. ;''''' 'pll Randall and Ez ekiel Whipp l,' WITt'" named
uuardinu-, for him in :'\orth Prmid.'n u · 2 .Jan. 1 8 n. ~:·

lla lli"1 Win.....r. hi. hrnthr-r-jn-law, a nd Dauiel Smith . hi,
btorln-r. '\I'n" named guardians for hi m in 'by 18 17. and
th."n';lftl'f theft' was a s,-rir-s of gunrdianships for him.

On 2 ' larch 18:',7 a settlement of his e- ra n- was mad,',
with di ..tr ihution of .~199.98 made to Ph..b., \ b.'l ln, S ll~1l 1

Whipplt" fh ni.'1 Smi th . children of hi-, hnuh.." .\hraha UI
and Thollla, . :'~ ~ Ther.. i~ no indication that h.. married and
had is-u..,

115 1v Tuml\s! S~IIT II. d .., \I;n 1850 in his 84th w a r a nd is bnrir-d
in tlw old Ha rris C1'm;'t("~· at \ lof"1;!a n ' \ Iill s. johnston.
Rhoch- [dand . H i, wiff" E lnatha n. who d . 1830 in her j3rd
yea r. iv buried ht-sidt' him. Since Elna than was a Ha rr is
11;\11 1<'. it is pnssihJt> Thomas and Elnathan an' huru-d in tlU'
Ha rris ( " 'II I" h'~ 1"" .111 S!· silt" wn-, a Il a rris.

T homa- lived in j oh" ston on land tha t h.' had n ·("t·in·d
ill tilt' part it i"'l of h i, fallwr's prup"ny. hUI tilt' prop"r"
had 1,,·.·11 inherite-d hy Edward fru m hi, \,if. ·'s Iarln-r.
T homas I Ll f ri , of J" llllston .

Thoilla, \\'. Latham \\';1' name-d administrator of tilt"
r-stau- " f T b o m a ' Smith . .'\ p, ·t itioll (or parti tion o( pfOp'
'Tty lu-ld by Thomas Smith named the he ir' as Ira Slll ith .
II l'l " kLtIt Smith . T ho mas Smith 211d. \ bry .\. \I d ' lt;lil.
and R;II·hd S. Lat ha l l l. :' ~~'

I J6 v 1),\ ", I H .nS ~ I r rn . b. X ort h I'w vidt' ll<" 22 " ltg. 1i 7 1: d. In S.,!'I.
1116:\ : Ill. nt S lllith lit·ld 7 I··. ·b . 1799 " hig' li l Smith, d;lllgltt"r

of J oh n Smith nf Noa h am] ~;ualt \Vilkin,o ll. d<lllghtn "l

,,~ j l'o r \ h i' ro"id"jlCr Pro]",\,·. -l:\ : :H -l.
:'~" /I" d., .\ 12 : 158 .
t' ~ ~J"h n" "n I'ro!>;,"', 7 : 20M.

"u
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wales of C"\(· I1 I"'. It give" Sallluel's hirthdate a" 1ill.') a nd
statD hr- II\arric,{i PllI'h, ' H arri , 7 J u ly 1779. an nh\"ioll'<
"nor. [I tlla\ h i' PIH'h, ' hon' t he middle nann- of Ha rri-,
lv-r-ausr- lu-r '1l1011lt' l" W,I" a H arris. One child is listed fm
I'lli' ll<' and Sa lllu,,) : SL".\l'i S. Oliley. h . 12 :\'0 \ ' . \BOO :
d . 26 Marc-h Wi 1: ill . Amasa WhipI'll, : no issue.

;.t llE NJAMIN :' SMITH (I /r ::.e kil/h.' 111' fljamin.:1 .I (/ hll , ~ ./Oh ll' ) , II I'

was rue-ntinnr-d in his fat he r s wi ll. hut when his brother J r""e m ade
his will in 1765 he named his brothers and sister hut di d no t rm-ntion
Benja m in.

T he Chad I1rou'" 1' ,lI n /lOrial reco rds that Lvdiu Brown , h. 24- J an .
1751, daughter of Andrew and M arv ( K no wl ton ] Bro wn. 111. Ben­
ja m in . lk-njamin's mot her Rach el had 1)('("0 111(' the second wife of
An drew Brown , and Lyd ia 's sister Kezia h m. El10s Sm it h, broth er of
Benjam in. Severa! Clocester deeds in whic h Enos a nd Benja m in
Sm ith d ispose of lan ds which their wives had inheri te d from t he ir
fa th er documen t the relationshi ps . Ben jam in an d Lyd ia moved til
Xorwich, ;\ew York . ]\"0 children of t heirs were reco rded in
C locester.

55 JESSE '-' S M ITH ( 11 1'::. rk il/ h , ~ I1l' lljllm ill,:1 ./Oh ll, ~ ./ollll ' ) . He died
in Smi thfield 2 Aug. 1766 . a nd his will m ade H .\ fay I i6:) named
his wife ~I ary ; his bro th ers A"a a nd Edwa rd ; his sister Abigail
Aldrich ; a nd a co usin Je"-;t~ Sm ith. "sou of m~ br oth er Nehemiah ."
Appa ren tly he left no issue.

Mendon . M assach usetts, vital records list m ar riage intent ions
:.! Se pt. 1761 for J e""e Smith of Providence a nd .\ Ia ry Aldr ich. A
Provi dence deed of 2~) O ct , 17() 2 by J es'«~ identified him as a tai lor
a nd was signed by his w ife ~la ry .

56 A SA5 S :\IITH ( II r::.ekl"llh: Ik n jam in ,3} oh 1l / j ohn ' ). W hen Asa's
fa ther died in 1753, Asa wa-, left 2S acres in t he sout hwes t pa rt of
Glon 'stn O tl the nort hwest part of Scituate, He a ppt'a rs tn have ber-n
t he vounge-r -"011 of Hczr-k iah , for the will speci fied tha t hr was to
be educa ted In' the exec utors unti l he was of suffir-ienr age to learn a
trad e. an d hi~ hrothrrs Benja m in a nd Edw a rd wen' ~to pay him
:iOO pounds whe n of age,

Clol"ester vital reco rds list the hirth of Ht:Z F: KIAIi of A "a and Anllt'
on 24- O rt , 1iH7/' :'" a nd lhc' m a rr iag(' o f Hel.ek ia h of Asa alld ..\ da

~, 3" / " iJ.. Gloc~'Il"T BirTh•. :'1: 62.

Snli-burv of Ric ha rd . hv Cyril" Cook, just ice, in Glocester :1 .-\ u.g.
I BIO.:,:H

;\sa had d. lx-Fun- uno when a G lfltT"ItT deed n't-orck-d that
Hcze kia h Smith of Gloccsn-r for OIl{' do lla r paid by his mother Anna
Smith of U ]oC{' ''ter and for rekasC" of her down rights to the land of
l lczt-kiah's father Asn, ga\T his mother a lift- t ime lea"e to part of the
hnmc-u-ad farm.'-,:I~

Bur ied in Xorth Burial Ground. Providence. a re Ada Smit h who
d.:; Feb. IB:'I2 in he r Iiflth vcar : Dorcas Smi th. daughter of Hezckia h
and Ada. wh o d. lI J illy I B:F I in her l ltth year: M ah al a . a da ugh ter
who d. 9 Dec. IH42; O t is, a son wh o d. :1 J a n, IBIS; a da ughter
Ricpa h: a nd a daughter Ada . who d . I .\ pr il 18-1-5 in her 14- th yc'ar.
57 ELI SHA :' S:\lI T H ( Phili/J,t Elisha .:1 ./oh ll.z j oh /l l

) . H is hi rth date
\\ a" not recorded. but he died in Smit hfield 22 Sept. 1797 leaving a
wi ll made it Sept. 17!1 7, H e m a rried ~l J uly 1761 Eliza beth Appleby,
daugh ter of J a mc" and Dorcas Applebv of Smi t hfield ",:I:1 who d. in
Smithfield at Ii:.! accord ing to T ht' l ' roi-idence Co-rue (If 2:) Se pt.
IBO:.! ,

El i"ha \ nann- aplJt' a T'< a" El ish a . j r., in Smi thfield records aftn
hi" m a rr iage . xince previous to 1760 hi" grandfat her Elisha Smith
was "ti ll li\-iul!; in Smit hfield.

Elizabet h Smit h. w idow of Eii-ha , and Thomas Appk-hv, who had
married a dnuuhter of El isha's brother j ohn. were executors of
El isha '" will, H is "Oil J un ia ha d d ied 13 :"\0\ '. 17% a nd Elisha
bequeat hed to hi" sevr-n grandc hildren: Silas. Watenna n. .vpplc bv.
Elisha , Phch,-, Wa il. and M a r tha Sm ith .

CIT Il.ll OF E LlS Tl .\'-' .\:-;n E 1.I / ..\]\ I·:TII ( A I'T'LEI\\" ) S.'lTTlI ;

117 .I t· l'il.\ 'i S~ITTII. h. 28 J uly lif):L '-, '11 m . 2-1- Mart-h 17lJ2 .\bltha
.-\ppkhy of J a lJ\l's of Smithtir-ld ;-",:1:, d. in Suiithfu-ld I :~ ~I!\ ' ,

1i~l(i . x t anhu J. 20 J uly 1820 in lu-r :j 81h year.

CTTTLIlIlE!'O OF J l ' l'il.\ " .\ :" t1 ~ [ .\ RTl I.\ ( . \ P I ' L E RY ) ~~TlT II :

I SII ..·\ -" 7 S \1ITII . d. 21 A ug. 1B:l ti , and Ihl' Smithfield dealh
return records him a" t ill' von fl f J unia . age 7·1. whilc'

:,"I /&i" .. ( ;lun ·.,I<"r :l.t a ,., i a ,!: ~ s ,:J : :\5.
'-':' "( ;10("('>\"'- [knJs, 21 : 1ti-t.
;,;I".' l'Ilold, up. ci l .. S",jthfi~ltl marr;a,w<. :~ : ti7.
:''' 1/&;,}., Sm ithfi dtl Birth,. :l: I Hi.
:':<:":' ;;" /bi'} .. S",ith tidtl ~ta r r ; a ..,·,. :J: ti8 .



[ ohu S mith . th., .\l illn. 0/ 1',01'/110 1( , J uh 1% 4 John Smll h. /hc .I/il/o. 0/1'1(10"'111,'11 .('

hi-, l{r;I\T~ lull" nil the Elisha Sm ith fanu. Farnum Pike.
( ;,·o n;:i;I\·ill.·. l:i\lO<; thr- ,anlP d;lI" hil l hi, al:" ;l~ i n.
He III. ( I) fk t,n I I.Hl i' of J nn.IIIMn. J r.. o( 'cuut h­
field 2,-, \I a \ 180tJ . ~· :"; Silt· d . ~~ J lIh 181O;1t ~· I \ , ·.Ih,

:) lllOllt]" . <l ml Ii <la~' .1I1d i , hum-d ill tilt' l lar riv Lllllih
lot n n Itr n i, Road, vuuthfu-ld. ' il.I' Ill. ~ I Esrh..r
Ph illil'' ' ' ( (; id "nn who d . ~~ Dec . 18 -,0 in lnr 71st ~ "a l
and is bur ied bl', id,' ln-r h u-band. .\ 1, ,, hurinl ill tll<'
,Jouw 101 an- E,1I1I"r. \\ if,' uf Emol II. SllIith . \\ ho d.
I Xov. IS -I:) inln-r ",2nd vea r : Pat u-mr-. ",if,· o( .1 "11' ke-,
A. Sm ith and d;lU~ht l"]' of B cuj .unin ;llld \ 1"1' \
Parker , \\ hn d . :\ D,·,·. Ulfl:) ill IWI" -d rd vt-ar; a mI
jr-ru-k.. , ;\ , Sm ith . who d . I \1:1\ lll70 in hi, li(11 1r ~ "'Jr .

~ \\ ' .\ T t: R :\I.\ :-; ' SMITll . d. in C ra n- ron 17 j.rn. IlCI2 ; "' ''~

Ill . Sarah Cory. h. i ll l'Iainficld . C Ollw " tin ll . \\ Ii " d .
2fi I k e 1877 at H7. , \ 11 1" 11 1.: th ..ir rhildn-n was 1),\ :"11-:1 .
.\ ~ , :n , L S ~IlIII . b. IB .J;lll. IBI:? a t Sl lIilldid d . " h,' d .
ill Cral r-toll l -! :" ,, \' . I BfiR He Ill. 2,cj j un. IKl f; \1 ,111'\

R . .-\ r lllin l.: to n of \\' alkn a nd \ LIl t'\' (,I"illk,'s )
Arminetou. w ho ,I. i ll l' rovid.. r u-e 16 jan. I HHh. T ill'\'
had 1']"\'("1 1 rhildn-n. \\·;It.·n lla ll. h i, " if ,-. () ;\flid
..-\ nl'!e ll Sm ith. and se'IIW of hi, (al1lih a,, ' hur icd in
Swan Point ( A'lIwh·n. . Pn w id' ·IllT .

:1 '-\PP L J:: UY ' S vnru , 111. Kachel H a rri-, (If J nll:llh.Hl. Jr..
a nd \lary (j'· ll.-kl·_) H arris. who d . 18 :"ll\ ' . 181.') ill
he-r 22 nd ~,·a r. SIll' i-, huried i ll thr- l l.uri- burial
cround 011 Ha rriv Road. Slllil htil'!11. III tilt" _;1Il1l' lot i.
burit'd \ I i" Kad ll'1 S m ith . whu d . 2fl \b rl'l l I R:'Ii .

E Ll SII .-\' ~ ~I ITII . h. 6 .l ul1I" li94 ill " lllilhli,·ld : ,I. in
Pw \·id..nn · 2 :1 .\pril 18 i :L Ill. 1 J ;U I . 18~ ', \ Id i' -'; I.
d;lU~h l .-r <I( E' l'k .tlll l l )"sin ' Edd~ ) SlIIith .lIld l.: ra nd·
da ughkr o f ElIlor a nd Sala h SlIl it h . '·~ ' T h" ir , hillln'l l
wen· \hkTl l \ . \. "\IIT II. "ho Ill. . \ ld '· 11 U P.linl· :
Ih: :\ R\' E.,t ... :-' \ 11111 ; alld ." ' R \ I I . \ \l \ :\ iJ. \ S \lIT II.

\\1,,, Ill. CIr;lIl< ·, E. IL tITi, .
- j " ll u n:' S'III'I I. h . 1:1 (k t. 17Hl ; .I, I, FI·h . Ill ?:l ;

Ill. :10 Il," . 1110 1 1{"ulwll :\ I" " n " I I).' lli,·] \1, 0\\ 1\

: \rd . :· ~ " h. 211 S" p\, 177H: kill" d hy a 1' ''''III"t i\ ',· ill

..d , S...... ." PO;n! C.." ...tny K..I·OHh . l' m.. id '·I" ".
"';;' 1- II . 11," ·" and Company. N~p'n ~n r "l it " .Hn' ""d 0 /.1 f ",,,i li n of Uh" ,j,

1,1,... d , '.! :11~8 .

".:t" \ ,""Id , op. ril .. Smilhhdd ~t." r i ,,,(.... :I: ,~2.

I'r o\ id"1Il I' 7 J une 18j 2. Their r-hjldn-n W'TI' ; :''' '

.I 1 .'1 ' S \ 1..\\n.. b.IB J u l ~ lRlfJ: I. H l t.c II C. :\ln\H\.
h . ( \blch 18m; WIL"O~ w. \1 " " rv , h. :'111 0 1'1. 18 10.
dr<l\\lwd 18 Ja n . 182-1 ; I h R\\' t :-; \I" " n. . h. 21 Xov.
IHI2. d. h \I ; rch IHI1 ; Au r.t: .v. \ lo" n.:. I BI -1-18:>I'>:
EU "I I \ S . \1 " ,, (\ . d . \ Otlll g . " " H ' t " . \l ow1' . I BI !1
IHI2 : Kt.l IH.:-; \ i. :\Ir;\n~ . IB21 I B:'1R: a nd l~IH:7 \\ .

:\IO\\fY. h . 29 J llly IB2 1.
Ii \\ -\ IT~ '\l ITII .

i \hRl lI \ ' S\IlTII . d . 1 -, J UIW IRHO in hcr WIth w ar ;

In . I I 'v-pt. IB20 Kol)('fl ib rr is. 0,(111 of Kohl'fl ' a nd
Phd"· (.I1·n,·k.., ) H a rrix of Sl lIilhfi ,·ld. '·" \\ ho W;1,
h. 21 :\ I;ll'l·h 1797 and d . 2:-1 (kt. l11HR, Their rhildn-n
w crr- IC\Y\It J:-;V P t :RRY I " II ris. b, 2H J lIlll' lB22 .
d.2 7 F I·b , 11l7.-', unlll<Lnil·d : EIVA II ETI r S ~llTII Harriv,

h. III J an . IH2·l. lIL IB Nov . 1/1 11 Sl"phl'll H. O lney ;
Ih .:-; J .\ ~Il:-; FRA:\'Id.l ~ l Imric, h, 27 Ian. IB2~. d . 9 ~LI\

1911!1. Ill . Ahhy H a \\ kim :\" \\( ,11 'of Simon . who Ii.
I '-I O n . 18BI'> at .",9: and E l h ll \ S~llTlI H ar ris.
h . J:) J u ly 18 :n . Ill. 27 I"'c.HI-,(l \Lt rth a Pl wH' ·p la,,·.

'is J OH:-': " S-'1 1Ti I Philip} Eli jh a.:I joh " , ~ j ohn l ) . His b irth w as nor

n-c«rrk-d in .... rnit hfir-ld . but he d. th en- :!ll Feb . IR07. Il l' Ill . 1 Ph"I,,:
(h lloll of Abra ha m and \ l ary ( S.l ~ It', Ballou. He Ill. 2 ) W a il
Bro \\ n U Feb. 17!14 . and th e m a rria ge \\ a , rl'f ordn! in Thr Prori­
dnlt" C'l~ i'tt,' "f I ~l a rc h 1794 a-, J oh n Smith ,,/HI ~I rs . W a il Brow n.
She: \\a" thr- daughter IIf Charles a nd W a il De xter Field n (

Prm idn u t· and t il(' w idow of J oh n B r<l\\Il . ''-'11 o f nt'fJll t ~ C;O\ ('"fIHlr
U i,ha and \ l;t rtha Sm il h ) Brown. H r-r lkalh ""l in ' ((·ad , . " W ai tl'.
w id ow o f J oh n Smith o f Sm ithfidlL di t'"d in I' ro \·idt'nce:" :!O J II I ~

18 19: ' ....hl · i, h uri "d with her pa rt'nt ' in .\'ort h Hllfial G ro und .
I'ro \·id t'll u ". and lll' r gr a w , IOlle rt·ad, . "eliI'd J II I ~ :!O. IH El in ht'r
76 th H'a r: '

J o h n Sm ith 1ll.ld, · hi, \\i ll 3 Feh. IHOi . a nd it \\as prohated in
Slll il lrfidd :!li Fl'h. IH07. It prm idn1 fo r hi, w id ow W a it alld mad..
h is so n -ill-la w T lu llll,ls ;\ ppkh~ cx('I'r rtnr. ~ l l · llt i ' Ollt'd ill l hl' will Wl'fe

g- ralldsoll J fllrll Sm it h Applehy : .st ln - ill -Ia w J a ., ILl I]) W illg- : stJll- ill -la \\

I.l'\ 'i H Ull l : Ill'p lw \I Ph ilip .-\11 1-:..1 1. so n of h is si' ln P.tl i,·lL n · _'\ II,gI'II:

...,,,\ \ iJli,un .\ . \1 0 ..... ' _, V " a " d,m l, '-'f X ,u h"'lIr1 ,H '''' , ,.. I' " ,('i" ..." t ' . l11 il:t.
:"' Il"nm rna"",ni p ', Thoma ' Ha rri•. Fam ily, K.I.II .S.



[ohn Sm ith . the ,lI illo, of l 'mridcncc UlJJ~

Sm ith Win~, ....m of j a-hub Wi ll~ : dauuhu-r Wa it .\ pplchy. wife of
Thoma" Applebv; vivu-r :\ Ia~ Smith : rhro- ~rafl(k hild rf'n: Phf'hl'
Sm ith . Wa it Harri-, and l .vdia Will ~ . children of de-ceased da llghll' r
:\I;try Willg. "the latter three to r-an- for my "i...ter :\la~ Sm ith and
prm-idl' [rrr my mot her-in-la w :\lary Ballou: ' Simon Smith, SiLt"
Sm ith . and John Sa~ks \\l'f{' witlles"c's to the "i ll.

John Smi th had a Iarm in Smithfield m-ar St ill" ;lh'r. I'n·...nrnablv
it " a'" the on e with an anr-iem Iarmhou-e "till ,t 'lIld ing oppo-itr- tilt'
S ti llwa ter COlllllr~ Club ) which i......a id to han' ber-n built hy E1i'ha :\
Smit h in tl1l' carlv 1700... "lhc fann dc-c eudcd h~ inheritann' to t he
,\ ppk hys and unti l reo-n tlv was orrupied h~ :\]Jpkhy t!t-slc'ndanh.

Smit hfield dccd ... reco rd an agreement entered JR :\larfh 180R h~

Wa it Smith . widow of J oh n : T homa" Applebv: Simon Smith : Jaht·,
Ha rri- : and ju-hub \rin~ ( ~lIard ian to hi" daughter Lydia W int::: ) to
"o(" t o fT dower rit:::hh to the widow \\'a it Smith . B~ terms o f tht' nzrvr­
nu-n t fi\(' l'i,ghth" \"IS to go to \fait Appkhy . wift' of Thoma". and
Ollt'-I'ighth to Simon Smit h.... wift' Phebe (daughter of Jaxhuh ami
:\I ar ~ (Smith) Wing : one-eigh th tn j nbez H .uri,,·, wife W;tit ( \ r im::)
and c nc-ciz hth to Lyd ia \\' in .c:_:·~;t

CHI UlIU ,S Ot' J UII s '" .\ S II PHUIt. ( B ,\ U .O I ·) S'II'I II :

RI Sf'.\I/ ,r S\IITH , h. ~~o J uly 1762, TI ll' III;Jrriagc> of R i'l'a h
Smith and I , i ' \ i Il un t of J{,·hohntll. son or I"a iah and ),tar)
Hunt. on -l April li~n W;J ~ I<Torllt'd i ll 1111 ' III'H t'i'l ~i·S or
Provick-uer- Fri,>nd , . Rispah al'l'a fO·nt ly had died b -foreln-r
fa th er mad,> IIi" will he-rnu....· ,,11t' \\,1" nOl nnnn-d alt hough
her hucband \\.1' nu-miom-d . TIll' bir th of a da uchu-r.
:\hIl;Y . on 12 I ), >c . 1i~', I, a, t'l"col lkd in I'rcl\ 'id ,>n't· Erieud­
hirth,.:·'"

II :\ IMn'" S\l!TlI . h>-J J II lv 17fi-I;:'" III. jashuh W illl:: of Smith .
field. jnchuh is burir-d 011 the W ing Iarm . f)o llgl<Js Pik r-,
Smithfield. and h is "ton" n-ad- "dir-d i Xov. lRH in hi,
:17th y'·<Ir,".\ c:ra\T'st...... for :\bn -hac not been fou nd. hUI
on,' fflr Lilk-s. <I ppa n>llIly ...econd " if.> o( l l, lmh. pia...·" 111'1
death on 13 Jan, I ~G 7 in lH T9 1,t year,

:" ~ ~ ", i l h t ,, - 1tJ U.·.·d , . 12 : 14
:> n .\rn..ld. 0/1. cit ,>7: :H I .
:·" l bid. Snlilhfi~1d Hirt h<, 3: l t n,



CIIII.lJK ~::-; IH" j.... " 1I1·1l .... :" D ~L\R \' " ( SMITH) '\' I S D :

I'Jl t:RI' Wing- , Ill. Simon Smith, j r.. of Gloo 'stn , lin
will mad" in GloC("'tn Hi O n . 18.-)0 and p roved
8 \tan h 18,-) 1 nu-ntinm-d PllI'hc' Win~ , "dcughn-r of
Illy half b rorh er .Harri-, Wing :" 111'1' 'y,kr Lyd ia Clark:
; 1 ~ralld ni,'n·. Phejx- Aldrich (lall~hter of Art hur
Aldrich . and hc·'lu,·.. thed n'.idul' of lilt' propcrtv which
canu- to her from hIT father a nd hIT hal f brother
Smit h Wing, to lu-r ha lf brothe-r Harris Wing.

2 WAIT Wing", Ill. in Smi thfield J alwz lI a rr is of Su-phr-n of
Smithfield. 1 Mav 181n.'·'"

:1 LH lli\ '\"in~ . unmarried wh--n lu-r ~ralldfathn marh- hi,
will. \"1, nauu-d in her ,i,tn" will ii' Lydia C lark. SIll'
wa~ livi ng in Providcno- in 1828 an d lliay' ban' be-r-n
ti ll' wife of Steplu-n Clark.

III W AIT" S 'ltTII. b. about 1767 : Ill . 1-l ;'\0\. 178,1 Thomas
Ap pll-hy of j auu- and E, tlwr (S;' yl.., ) APl'l"hy of Smith ­
fidd.~" '; Thomas was h. III ;"[a ...-h 1761f'l, and d. 26 July
1826 . Wa it d. 15 On. 18 U in hn 77th year. I~ uh are huried
in thr- .-\ppl'·by n'lllt'!<Ty' on Willia m' Ro••d. Spr.ll::ul'\·ilk .
Smith field . Thmna, Applt'hy inhcriu-d tlu- Lll nily fa rm
from his fa ther-in- la w J ohn Smit h.

CIIILDR.~:-'> or Tllo,u s -'\ :-'> 0 \\"An r. (S 'l ITII) A I'I 'I .•:8":"'­
I PUEIlt: A)lpl"hy, Ill, Willia m Ha rris.
2 ESTHEK :\pplt-by, III. E lisha Su-r-n-.
3 .10 11:-'> S'IITII A p pk-bv. h . 11 .-\Ul.':' . 1787: Ill, Pa rit-nce

Harri-. b. 1789 of J ona than and \I a ry (.fends ) Ha rr is;
hu rinl 011 till' old Smit h Ltflll ill Stillw.uer , KI'O'S thr­
road frotll tilt' StillwatlT COU ll t l'~ Club. T Ill' lIno
n·tlSll' j.!a\T;\~ the-ir rhildn-n : j C)II:" S 'l ITII Appk-bv.
20: A U Pr,II .\K RI S :\ pp1t'hy. Jo ; and Pvr n.vcs. J t::-.> <: .... t:s
.-\ ppll·h~ , 1:1,

·1 J AM t:S l\ppl,·lJy. 1lI, :\ Ilwy HaITi•. J illlLl"\ d . 9 I k e 18· r~

at 17. and .\l lll'y d . 9 _\ by 1866 at 67 , Bo th ;1It. buried
with their rhildn-n in tilt' .\ppkhy pint 011 Wi1l i.llns
Road . Spra.~Ilt ' \·il lt " Sruithfir-ld.

'-I TlI e>,u s S. Apple·hy.ll l. AIIllY ;"Icl\\ry,

''':· / /,id.• SIII;,hfidJ ~l a lT i;) Ilt"S. :\; 37.
" ' '' / bid.• :I , 10.
:'~ ~ /"id., Smi lhfi ..ld flin t" , :1: 87.
:"'1:1""<,,0/1. cit .. 3: 1152.

[to be- c"nlinu..d j



_, L \ \ .\ 1 1. .\1 R J-: R S

-

xIr. ll]of v. Anderson
:-;" n h K;r> !\"n o" n. R

.\Ir .. \ ra lll K Berberian

.\ Ir. .\ rthur lk rn ' l im::k

.\ 11.., Fra nklin J. E. Bidden
8. . rr irutl on, R.I .

.\ lr,. Buell S . BlII kingh.l lJl
R.H rinlt"\on. R.I.

.\11. J""vlJ F. BUlIIl<"t1
\!l'. \\ .•ltr-r r; . C ;lIh
\ !I-" Sauun-l ( ; . Ca'id in

I' " " cud " l , k.r.
.\ 11 .1, ,,, [ .-\ (:0 11('11

:\ Ii" ~Lt l\ L. C ro, h\
.\11'. l lav i('] E llH'r , o ll '

' I'"un ton, ~I ""

.\11, I tavid b -am
fI.Hr in <t: lon . R [

:-" 11... Pa ul w. Fh-nlnr
Bri, w l, R. r.

.\ If. Rid lard [) . (;0(11...·\

.\ l r, J oh n W . (;r iLlk nll i
vt r-. Harold .\ . ( ; "0 11 1

Ba rr inl!lo n . R . I

.\ Ir,_ II . Ib\·id 1I,·d i.;t lll
\ \.,....·;,-k, R. I

.\Ir. 1.1.. vd I.. H ugh..­
B;u r;n <t: lon. R. I

.\ Ir" (; l'OI g t · C. lI ull
B" rr im:t on. R. I

\ lrs. Ctitlord H unter
" ... wie", R. 1.

.\11 1'..1111'. .10m',
Ib r r in <t:ton. R .I

.\Ir" .\ Ih..·1! E . Lr.n-h
Harri n~ lon. R I

:\11'. Irvilll! .\1. 1"' \'1" 11
So·,.l o n k. ~...{;" , .

~ llS. In ing :\ 1. 1.1'\ " '11
:-. ...·konk, :'-1.,, "

:\ [". Willia m B. :\Lu{:,,11
W.,kd idd, R. I

:\1". Frederick :\b.....11

Ih rr illll:'1on. R. I

:\Ir. JO''' 'ph .v. :\l l Ca ull
Ih rmon" R. I.

:\I r. \,'.IIl.ln · :\kT;lIl1 l1la ll\
:\o rt h Scilu ,U" . R I

:\Ir' . " '.llIan ' :\kT.UIIIII<lUY
:\on h S-<-it,,;ot,· R I

:\Ir. :\l ir ha,·1 P. :\ k t(·.11I
:\Ir. Willia m:\1. :\k WI'

:\,.'" " >rl , :\ .Y.
:\I r. Charh-v F. :\ lnntgo IllIT\

Willllino: lO" . Ild . .

:\11'. ( ; ( 'O IJ.!' · F. :\1"" n '. .I '
(; r .... n,il"·, R. I .

:\Ir s, (;, '(.rg(' F. :\1"" 10'. .1 1'.
( ;r" ('I1\'il1,' , R, I.

:\Ir s. (;II ~ x. J. :\1" l t ill wr
:\11'. :\brl" lls :\ l ll lIsil1
:\I rs. :\lan u' :\ tull , ill
Richard E. K""n. :\1.11 .

:\ on h I' n " ·i<l"'" .... I{ I.
Cd r. Dorot by (lhol"l lt' l IS:" I{ ( ITt)
:\t r. Gm rgl' T. {)':\" ' i l

:\o rt h Ki no:'to\\ n, R I
:\ I r. ({a \mn n t! S 1'1'll l a
:\t r. l{o;lIl'O S. Pi...-rm-. "'I­

C r:lll\ l"n, R. I.
:\ t id l.wl E. S.·.l.1.l . :\1.1>.

R umford , R.I ,

M rs. Erm-, T . "'1'.lttn e:....d
Cr;\n,lun, R, I

:\Ir , . Clinton Sh unh-H
\\ ."", ;,'l . R 1

:\Ir . Sidnev 'cilv ....vn-iu
W. IQ·" ..od ..t. R I

:\11'. :\I.. rt..n Smith
:\1"". :\lo II" n Smilh
:\Ir ' . II. Fredr-rirl, "'t'VIll'lIS

R" fr;"'11" " . R, I

:\1.-. J ohn .\ . Stl' wart
Rarr illl(t " n. R I

:\hs. joh n A. St" \' arl
Harr i ll 'l t" lI . K. 1.

:\lr,. :\lar).!awt II. SI n " , ,]
.\ Ir. Ar n.. ld Vnn Ik llsd u,tt' li
:\ I rs. Aut honv \ ' iob . .1 ,.
:\Ii_s F.\l·h ll:\1. \ \';,'"h

RlIr;,(or d , R. I
:\1.- Hugh Willoughh"

R;,....id•., R.' I .

:\Ir, . :\1. T O \ \lT Wilm"t
C ra"ston . R I

:\ lr. F. Joh n l "l rl' ·II(!;o
(" r""ston , R I
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