
RHODE ISLAND
HISTORY

V OL . 27 , NO . I JA S UAR Y. 19 6 8



PUBLl SIIED /:l}" THE RH ODE I SI. ,\1\D Hl STORI C .\" SO C I ET Y
FIFTY.TWO I'OWER STREET, I' R O \ 'Il>E :\C E, R IIO n F. rSL\ :\ [l 02Qllti

STl'ART C. S,,,. ''' ''''' I,,, ,i,h,,' J " ,, ~ II . W....~s . 'Yra).,,,
F•.'" '' I•. lI ' '' C'' ' H . J• ., >< d", _,' Jo" " T . ,,",. .. . Ji,,,''''

C, ,," ,,," .\ , (:'", '" ' . 'l.". <Ii" " .., ../ " ' .. '''c b

J'b , R h",/ , /,/"n<l /fi "",ica/ o5,,,,i,,,,a.L,"",..'"" ".,,,,,.,,-,,;1>'1
I,,' Ib e "ah"".' ,", Ih e o/li.i.,", ", ' ''''' ,,'bu'"H.

RHODE I SL AND
HI STOR Y

- - ------- - - - - - --

tss nen QU ARTl:.'R L r AT PR OVlD EX CE, rmOD1'; / SLA .\,D

(Seco nd·class poMal« lmid at Pw t'idencr , R hode " land )

VOL. 27

JOSE PH BROW:\' , :\ ST RO :\O :\IER
h; STI".T F . CRl''lP, }R,

~n.l

T. 1DU; O f" CONTENJ',I;

J O S E P H BRO W :'> , ASTKO:'>UMf·.•

h} Sluarl f . Cn"lIp, jl'.

" T HE Pt l ULI<:I.: U:-,;I\' F.• S.\L F R I E )o; ll " 18

Il l ' j _lim ,... Whn ,.

[l"<"\!'I"d, 'd from ( k lo l", r, 1'107, \' . :!t>, "". IJ

P ARH ' C HAO.~ EM • • OlLS RIlOll F. I SLA " U 2-1

by Philip .-\. (;r;lnl, j r. Ph.D ,

I,'o lwl" d ,'<! f!'o"l (klch"r, 1'11,7, \' . 21>, 'n'_ II

selected by 1\od P. Coolon

c o VER

n,,,bed. Rhod,' I,I.'nd, In"b"bh '-';""'I'O,!, I 7 10· 17/;0.

W:II" " I , ,, -,"ulIda,) "'''''d ; lila pi,' . H " ; ~ h t : '1 7"': 1,, 'i~I LI

of ,,'a I ; 17" : 1"lI!!lh ; i 1"': widlh; 22 ".

D()C"]"flH J. \\'ALTfR \ \'IL~O :-; has noted that all of the fa r llit y at
Brown Cni\T~it y bdnre 1790, with tlu- exrcpt iun of President
;" !a nn in,g, were scien ce professors. These men were David Howell.
J oseph Brown , Benjamin waterhouse, Benjamin \\·e·;t, and Perez
Folx-s. 1\'0 doubt . Jo seph Brown had mu ch 10 do with es t a hl i ~h i ng

this tren d. '
Born on December 1, 17:U , Joseph Brown wa ~ the son of James

Brown and Hope ( Power) Brown , and secon d oldest of the fou r
Brown br'othr-rx, "Xick and J nr a nd J oh n and :\10e." Hi- father. a
merchant in Provid ence. died when J oseph was five, and the bfl ~

was brou ght up b~ his mother, It is interesting to note that he was a
"consistent nu-mber of the Baptist Church, Iwing the nnlv nr n- Ilf the
brothers who r-ver ma de a public profession of rcli g ion ." ~ .-\ n-srimo
Ilia] to him wr itten sho rt ly after his death read s : " His Skill ami
Ind ustry, ill the ea rlier part (If Lift', in the Vlcrchandizc an d Manu
fartun-s in which he was roncenu-d . had rendered his Circurnctancr-s
I'asy, if not afllllent, and ennhk-d him to ind ulge h i ~ natural T aste for
Scielwe ," 'l Yet jo-eph apparently had less interes t in business than
did his three brothers, and 1)(' ~prnt:l .great deal of his tituc ill intcllcc
tual pursuit . Profe ssor Hed,grs pnim s out th at none of his hu~in l' ~s

l j. Walin Wilroll , " jos<'p h ll ro" " , Sci,., ,1isl ;I"d .·\I,,], il'·'·l,'· Uhodr !>land
lI i ' /Of )' . j " lv ",,<1 (k tohn I,,{S, p , 6'1.

~ R'·llbro ..\ Id rid,«'· G uild , Lifr, Timfl. find Co""pon,if"rr of }"/II " .H"'I"i,,~

"n" rhe 1':<ltl)' 11;, /", .1' of R' o" 'n II n;"" ., ;I)' ( 110" " " , (:" ,, 1<1 :",d Lincol n , l8fi-1- ).
p. 162 l lw" 'afln cllt' d ;I' .H<ln ni ,,1-' ,wd /l _U . ) .

;lJ'ru"idrnre (;a,r/I( fin d C ount ry lou Tn"I, D" ( ~ ",l H" t 10, I 78." ! Iwrf"af t,-- r ,.jl,-d
;r< (;a'd/r ) . Or i!!i" ,,1 and microfi lm in T h,-- Rhoo.. " lan d Hi, tor; ,.a l Soci,·t ~

l.ihrarl'.



2 fll ' /'llh Uw U'n , ..l r[ r o1/om o [J a n ua ry 1968J [osejrh: II'V1!'Il. Artronomn

lett ers has su rvived. if indeed he ever wrote anv.' H is mi nd tended
more towa rd c-ienr-r- ;1I1d mec hanics th an to trade and commerce,

On Septem b er sn, 1i.'l9, he married Elizabeth. dau ghter of
N icholas Power . T hn had four ch ild ren Marv O bidiah. Eliza , and
Joseph. . ','

Thou gh he was IH'Hr a professional scientist of the typt' we havr
today. he was an ('J1I hu"iast ir ama te ur. His inter est in d C\t ricit y, for
example, was pmh;,hly arou'ied by an advertisement that appea red
in 1764 :

For the E Ilt t' rt a in ll Wll l of the CU R IO US, will he exhibited a t
th e Cou rt-House. a r ourw- of experimen ts in that in st ruc tive and
ell te r ta ining Branch of Batura! Philosoph y. call'd Ele ctricity. to he
accompanied with LECTC R ES on the N ature and Propertv of
the E lec tr ic Fin' : hy William j ohnson . . . As the K uo wlr-dgc of
Na tur e tends to l'nLn ge the human Mind. a nd g-ive us mo re noble
a nd exal ted Id..;!'; of the GOn O F :-.'AT U R E, it is hoped tha t
this Course will PW\'( \ to many, an ag-r('rahle Ent crt a in meut.f

j oseph Brown pla~ cd an impo rta nt part in gett ing Rhode Isla nd
College, nnw Brown Cni\Trsity, under wa y. He was a trustee from
1769 unt il his death. An accou nt of the second commencement me n
tions that " . .. t he dcgnT of :\fas ter [of Arts was conferr ed] on the
Rev. Isaac Ea ton . :\!t'ssielJp.; William Bow('n. lknjamin \\'est . David
" ' illiams. j o-eph Brown . and Ahel Evan s.':" T his was an hon ora ry
degree. Actu allv. Brow n had \Try litt le forma l educa tion. E\ ·ide IHT
of th is may he ser- n in nnv o f hi" le t te rs: t hey are fu ll o f mistakes in
spelling and grammar and are \"Cry poorl y wr itt en , even ill excess of
the typical eighteenth-century letter. As the test imonia l to h im at the
time of his death po inted out. " the \\' all t of an early Educat ion was
an O bstacle in the \\'a \' of his litcra rv Career : but the Efforts of his
Genius in surmountin,g' it r- xr-itcd the .grca te r Admira t ion ." : H e was
elected to membership in tilt' American Acad em v cf A rts and Sciences.

When. during the war, French sold iers left the Collc.l::"(" ruined. and

+J allU"S B. Ik d ,,(·s, "l"h r Jj",,,,,, , of Prol ,idour PI" " t" / ;" " .,, (.'o/""j,,/ r.""
(Cahlbrid j({', Harvard Universitv Prr", 1952 ) . p . 12.

r' Ga~tll t, M arch 3 . 17fi4 .
~Rru hl.' n Ald ridgr Guild, f:ar1r lf i , I ,,, )' of Brow n Un ioersity ;fldud", ,, ,ht /.if r.

T imt J, a"d (.'orrtJpo"drn ct "f P,n ;dt " l ,Hannin g {Provid ence. Brown Univer
sity, 169 7) , PI'. 164·165 nwrrafur cired as BU. ""d J fa " " ind .

"iGQ~tt/c. Den 'llIhl"f 10, 178.'1.

it was wit hout funds and faculty, J oseph Brown and Benjam in
\\'a ter hollse volun teered to teach without pay. The Gazette of
September 4. 1784. li-ts BrO\\I1'S appointment as professor of cx pc ri
menta] phi losop hy. He was thus the second professnr appointed hy
the trustr-cv." U nfort un atc lv. }rc had a stroke on November 24, 171H.
and he was neve r able tn fill his appointment. Though he partially
recovered and lingered (or a litt le over a year, "a hope of his restore
lion to former usefulness':" was futile, and he passed away on his
birt hda y. December J, 1785. a ile obituary repo rted : "Saturday
E\T ning last depart ed this Life, in :l2d Year of his Age. J OSEPH
Im.ow:'\". Esq . : for many Years a \'Cry respec ta ble Me rcha nt of thi s
T ow n ; and Yesterday his Rema ins were dece ntly inter red at the
Nort h Bur ial-Pla o-."!" T he norm a] obit ua ry a t the time was \Try
short. somet h ing like the above. Another and much lonuet- tribute
was un usual indeed ami was lat e-r rep rinted as a broadside. II

ThOlIg-h J oseph Brown never lec tured. there can IX' 110 doubt that
his cff rc t on students was great, long before his appoin tment as
pro fessor. Solomon lI rowne, of the class of 1773. ment ion " Hrown
and astronomy vcvcru l t imes in his J ourn al:

( Sq l!t'1l1 hn [77 l ) 28th: ... Spend This W"l'k . . . working upon
Illy wooden T ch-sr ope.
(Xo\T lI1lH.' r 1771 ) oth : : . . . T his afu-r noon was all Eclipsl' of the
Sun . whieh would havl' b.vn \'i,ihk. had not the sun ber-n tota lly
El"1 i(lwd by inrr-rvr-ning Clouds.
(.-\ pri! 1772 ) 20th:: . . . T alk with :\ [ r. Th ow" e(lllC("rnill~ thr
Prism . .
( .\ \ll~u <.! 1772 ) Sd : T hi-, ~f ( l1 11 i ll g nt about R ti ll' Sl'nior and

"T h" n' a pI""" " to I,~ SOil'" '1ul'Stion as to wh" w", til(' 1i,, 1. Pr< · , ; d ~ " 1 Ma " " inl(
"rot<· on ,\ul(usl :1,17114, (0 John Rippon : " I forl(o( I" Ill..nlion Ih"l th r- l ion.
.Ioseph Brown. a "n'",i",r of lh, ' Corporal ion. a philmol'hi..al I(,'n;u" was at our
1'1 _" tlw"linl( chos en Professor of Exp-rirnentnl I'hilo'ophy in this Collt·roW : an d
D,. l\"njamin \.... al<·rho",, ·. \ I.D_. of I.(·,·d ,·" . wa, dUlSf'n I' rof" ' ''' r of l"a l" ra l
lI i .\ t o r ~ · . h"lh of whom euaaer-d 10 i/:;n 1.'ctu f!'S in th,·i. n·sJ-l,·etiv.· hranchrs.
wilhout an y e,p""'" 10 'he Coll"I( ' "hil(' d,·~ti", t e of a n r- ndo wruen r" (R. U . ""d
.\1"""i" l: . p. 38 1) . I{" wn 'n , Guild /JOints oul in ,\fa""i".1: a"d lJ.U , (I' . lii2 1
Ihal Dav id 1I0w,,1I w,,, Ill<" fi r~1 proksmr a p pointed h) lilt' Corporalion, ..\11 Ihrr..
",n,· proha!>!\- ''1' j". im ,' d at aholll Ihe ,a"... tim" .

"j"",,.. \! a nn;u "l: . ln ln " T o til!' 1I0nor" bl,' D" ,·id 1I0w,·II, \ 1,' ", I"' r of Co"o:re"

;n Phila d"lphi,, : ' D", e", l", r 2:1, 178-1 (1J U. I1nd M l1 n" i" " . p. :1<J7 1.
I" T,'" ilrd S t "t ~ l Chro ll id~ ( P r< ,,-i d " n r ~l, {kr",,,I,,,r 8, l ill'l
II ( ;"~~ II ~ . j) "('(',,, hn 10. 1711 .'>.



I~ Marion L Hrm, n. r d .. SO/Orl/ Oll D ' ot! ,,~ , S lud~" t: His Paper l a"d j ourna /.,.
/ 7.';,1·/774 ( I' rovidt'nn', .\.I.A. Th,.,i s in .\ n"' rir a ll Civilization, 1'15+1, PI-'..H , .'}'l ,
8'1, 110- 1 t l. O ri!(in;ll ms. ill ,\rrh;,,. , , John Hay Linrary, Brown LTni"rr.i ty.

I:lWiL<Oll, op. cir .• p. 12,L
H R,·ul",n .-\ ld ridg,· ( ; lli]d . 1/isl 07.\' o/ llto", ,, ' ·'" iu n it ), a 'ilh l l/uS/w rit" Do,,,·

mer,ts ( Provid,'n".., I'n" id,·net ' PI~ 'S Co mp"," . ISh7 ). PI'. 2JO-2:1I .
I:' For fun lo n in formal i..,non II,,",,· h" ild inll;' u" ,n j oseph Brown as all " rch il" '· l.

..on'ult am· of 11\1" buo ks li,"'d I" Wil,on, o p. cil , p. 70 .

T his last ent ry actually sbows in operation the telescope an d microm
eter which had hem u-cd to ohst'rve the T ran sit of Venus in 1769.

It is wort h observing that when eac h of the four Brown brothers
cont r ibu ted 200 pounds toward the buildin g of U niversity Hall.
joseph ga\T onlv 100 in en-h . The othe r hun d red was " to lx- paid in
phi losoph ical apparatus . . . as soon as a pro pt'r place is provided to
put them i Jl,"I ~

I t m ight also be worth nu'mioning some of J ose ph Brown 's other
arh icvrmcn t-. Along with Step hen H opk ins and the Rev. J oh n Davis.
he was on "a rnrnrnitu-c In d raught inst ruct ions and prepare a model
of the house propo-e-d to be e-n-en-d, whic h, if approved by the Co rpo
ra t ion , is to scrvr- as din-r-tions to the com mitte e appoin ted to carry
the same into execution:' The report was accepted , and it was
" Voted, That the Chancellor, the President , and Xl r. J oseph Brown
he a committee to prepare a complete model of the building:." H Th is
st ruc tu re, now Univers itv Hall ( National H istor ic La ndmark. J une
1962 ), graces the Brown Uuiversitv campus. j oseph Brown also
designed or helped to design four ot her bu ilding" in Providen ce.
T hey arc the :\Iar kel Buildin g, his O W I1 house on Sou th Main Street.
t he j oh n Brow n Hou-«- ( now the headq uarters and muse um of T he
Rhode Island H istor ica l Society ), and the First Bapt ist :\fet'ting
House ( Na tional His tor ic Land ma rk, October 19(0 ) .1 ~

junior C lassl's go downto M r. Brown's Ap pa ra tu s, a t th e \\'orl s.
to a t tend r-lt-r-u-ic-al a nd PhilowlJh)'fal Lectures. M r. HO" Il IDavid
Howe ll] pn-v-ru. In th l ' Forenoo n and pa rt of th e Afte m oo ll trv
cb-ctrical E, pe r iTll I'lIts, K ill a PigTOll, &c thr-n darke n the ROOln
to ron-u'urt till' Canu-ra Ob-t-ura which affords \'e~' pn:tty D iver
sion as '(JIIW go out and rid!", plav , &r. & David stands upo n his
Hea d . \ , '" rlu-u <arrv out the T elescope a ud St irfOl lw!l' r up Oil
til(' I1ill and look ;11 tht' Sun as long- as we cou ld s,',' him. tlu-n a t
rlu- Moon. th.-n Star, a nd la,lly the Planet jupiter. 3 of whose
:\l o o ll s WI ' \('( , . 12

to'Will i",,, I'a rkn C "I], " " ml J ulia "",ki,l' Culln , Lif~, j"""", 1<, ""ri Co, ,,'
, pon,hnu 0/ Rei" Jl o" " .<H h Cu t/ no LL.D.. 2v, IC incinnal i, Cl",kt', 1888 \, v. t.
p . 207 .

175a"'\I,.) Hou <: h. '·Ca'li<:lioni'.' \'i';1 lo R hodr h l" nd "· Uh "d~ I <I"" ,J H ; ,r(7 )' ,
' \ 1'1' ;1 ]<If;7 (lra ",la lio n and annOlalion of cha l-' ]('r. on Rhod,' !.la nd in Luigi
C",ti!(lion;, V ;" j:j:io " ~ j: li Sial; U"it, ddt' A"'nit-" S~lt e"IT io"a/~ f"tto "e ,ci i ",' " i,
1785. /i86 ~ 178i .. . CIl " " /cur,,, "" nt' "~ i" ,,i ,ui 1·~,~~I " b i li IJiu ulili" ~ qu ~ 1 pru u
[Trav l'h in lh r Unilt"d Slalr, of Nor1h .\ mnica mad,' in Ihr )rars 1785, 178ti , and
171l7 . , . " ;Ih ,om,. oh,rrvaliom on Ih ,' ",ml u .,.f ,, ] plant' " f Ih"l "o"nl,y], 2'1..
.\ I ilano, 17'-11) ),1" ss.

1~ .\ la,io" E. Brown, op, cil., 1-'1' . 85·86.
1\'W il,un, op. cit.. p . 7~ 1,

~HI.,·U .-r h; j o, ('[>h BrowI'. S''Ph'm[,n 8. 171l2. '\r<·hiv ,·., j ohn H,,) I.ilora r\ '.
~1 J) r. Wilso" o: iu. a o:ood ", ..-orml of th,',, ·. Th" 1000ln of S"I'Il 'IIlI}("r 8, '1; 82

lno tr :!Il!, also d"'nihn :tn "xl-'niuwnl wilh sta tic ,.] ,'(!, i ,·i t ~ .

5.10 H '/lh Ih01I'/I. A \ [ r OlI01II 1'I '19f1HJ

;\. com ing to the Gazette obit ua rv. "his favourite Sturlv wa s
.\ k r hanirs; in this was the great Stre~J.,'1h of his Gen ius discr:wrt>d,
Proof~ of which. honorary to his :\fenl ory, are left behind him ," T wo
contemporary acrount-, of one of his " Proofs" descri be the "famous
steam engi ne at Cranston , , , the on ly one in America," rdnring tn
the steam engine used to drain mines, designed by j osep h Brown,
consisting mostly of improvements on i\ew,ollwn 's stea m engine.
vlanasscb C utler mentioned that "this curious machine was made
under the direct ion of :\- I r. j osep h Brown, of Providence. and is a
sta ndi ng proof of the abil ities of tha t able philosopher. T he invention
was not new, but he has made many valuable improvemen ts. in
~ilTlplifying and making the worki ng of it mnrr- convenien t. above
what has yet been done in E lI rtlpt, . ' '! R

COlllII Lui,gi Ca-tiglioni. onlv recent ly published in English . stated
that "t his mac hine was bu ilt hy the hrothr r of its present Pos."Cssor
wit h the knowledge he ob tai ned from books about similar machines
bu ilt in Europe, ma king a nu mber of changes 10 adapt. wit h ,great
ingenuity , to the circumstances of this counuv,'?" and went on to
descrihe the machine in detail.

j oseph Brown also designed a fire engine, " the first e\er made in
thivTown."! " Dr. wilson ~ays that the stea m en gine and the fire
en,c;iI1e~how evidence of " a thoroughgoing understanding of mechan 
ical principles an d thei r appl ica tion." In

Brown also cond ucted cxperiuu-ntv with ships,~" dedriei ty and
cannon."! and pruhablv other thin .c:s. Included in his will arc qui te a
num ber of hooks on scit'IltT: ":\ Iart in Ph ilosophy :l Vnl. ; En wrson's

[Ja n llar ~.I0\1'!,h ltroum, A stronomer4
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Mechanics : P riestlv on Electricit y ; D ict iona ry of Arts and Scie nces
oJ Vol.; Longs Ast ro nom y 2 Vol. : Derham's ( ?) Ast ronom y ; Tunnin
o n Alg:cbra ; \\"i bol1 O il !\a \'i,ga tion ; I nst it ut e: of Chemistry 2 Vol. :
\ \'att s on Asrron om v." Also two item s of interest, " a Barometer o ut
o f Order ; I Thermometer."?"

T h us far wt- ha ve examined ;l-s P" 'I'IS o f j osep h Bro wn ' s life apart
from his work in a-tronumv . H i" ro le in the ob-crvaricn 01 1 Provide nce
o f the 1709 Transit o f Ven n" has la-r-n dev ribcd several times,~ :l hut
never. so fa r as I know , have a ll the documents bee-n taken together.

The im portance o f the 1769 Transit should not lx- underest im a ted .
Don a ld Flem ing writes :

In cightccllth-ITn tu ry .-\rm·ric.. the 'ylllholic art of allegiance
\(l seiClHT a nd l";lrn illg wa-, the oh-c-rvation of thr- tra nsit of VCIlU'
in li filj .. . For tlwi r o-to u-iblc PUI'I Josr. determining th e s(·all· of
thr sola r syste-m. tIll'\,(' observations k ft mud} to be desired : hu t
they had ,0n1l'thing to do wit h thc- Ang licizing" of Australia ill th e
eightlT n th ccnturv a nd the invention of mo tion pictures in th e
nim-u-enrh. and "hO\T all. tlwy supp lied a 1lI1l1d for thr- casting
an d pOllling of l'OllllllU ni,ll ,'nl'rgy?~

\\"hen transits o f V('Il US ocr-u r, they take p lace in pai rs , eight year~

apart . The re had I:HTIl a tra ns it in l io l (111(' second r-ve-r to he
ohsc rH d: in a ll of h istory only fiv e havr- been seen and recorded ) , the
result, o f which. unfortunatcl v, had be r-n inr-nnclusivc. I n 1769
.otrunomcrv had a wcond rhanr c. ~o to spea k, to get the answer they
sought. Benjamin " ' est wrote :

Fro m l1w~( ' oIN'f\',l tions \\1' expen to dis r-ovr-r tIll' distaru-e of
rln- Eart h. till' 1'1:IlH'h a nd Cnrn l · t ~ , from tlu- Su n : and ron-,r-.

qlle ntly tlwir nlagniludn ,llId q ua ntity of matter will lx- kuown,
as also their proportion of light ami heat - Thew t h i llg ~ lwing
OlJ(T known. Avtronoun-r s ill futun- will II<:' able. from till' like
obv-rvarions. to disCO\TI' wlw tlll' r the Eart h a nd Plan ets approar-h
till' SlIlI, or relTdt· from him: and whether the Sun he diuuuishe d

~~Wil1 uf J ost'ph Bro wn, ~bn h :10. 1785. r,holompy of original, 'PJlo-. Rllt"l..
1<la nd lI i,torin d Su,'i..ty Lihra ry.

~'\:\nwrt E, l.o wlws. "The 171;'j {'ran, il (of \ ·,·n" s." Sk y ""d r ,,/n copc, II . h .
PI' , ::l-5. IL ' rr y Woo1l, TN" T ,,,,,,;/, of l i 'n u.!. A Stud)" of Hi:hlu nIN-C"nluT)'
S c;nl<C ( I' r iOl"l" IOO. I' l'im TlOn l ' n in " ily P r~ ,s . 19,)9 .\ , PI'. 173·17-l, \""il, on,
op,' ;I· I' P ,7:I · 7 ~

~ -l Donald F l ~m i ng , S ci"'Il " (lnd TNh"olo,~ )' ,-" Pro"id~"u: /760_/9/-1 I Pro,"i_
unH-'- . Bro "en l· lI i " <:r s i t ~ , 1'152 1. p, 1:1, SO" .... of th..", dailll ' an' d"I 'mw'otl'd in
Wuul[ . 0p . (it.

hy its r-onvtaut "'1" '(\('('of light and hc.u. Fro m a knowb-dgc of all
tl lI" ( ' thing'. nu-think-, WI" shall have -urh a dcmoustratinn of the
l'xisten("c of a GOD, who made a nd gO\"t'fns all things. rhat r-vr-n
rlu- n-fomu-d atlll·ist must m-ruble wlu-n hi' 1'I'lltTts un his pavt
, ·o r l d lll · t . ~ :'

In -hon , these actrunomcrs of the Enlightenmen t hoped to "'o]n'
th e "final" problem of ast rono my - th e siz(~ of th r- solar systelTl 
a nd "to com plete the A('wto n ian system of th e world h y ck-u-rminiug
it, act ual scala r d inH"fl ~ ions,,' 2+1 For this purpost", nineteen or m ore
ohscrvru ions were made in th e En glish colonies of North America
alene. and at lea st one hund red fift y separate a tte m pts we re made b~

, dentists a ro und the world , ~ ; Do na ld Flem ing ralls the P rovidence
ohscrvatiuns "the most st riking sing le epi sode in the histo ry o f sc-icnrc
in rolonial Providencr-.":" l ncidcnta llv. Transit St reet was so na med
becau«- the observation took pial.... there . nea r Benefit Srrcer." T he
stu n ' o f the observation follows:

j oseph Bro wn read j oh n winthro p's accoun t of the transit of ]76 1
and . rt'ali l.ing' the importance o f the ]769 transit . sen t to Lo nd on fo r
a tdc~copc' . At th,· llle et ing of the Corpnrat ioll o f the co!kge Oil

Septemhn 7. 1768. th e "Corporation . .. vou-d that the Preside nt
write 10 ~ rr. [ ~ ror.ga ll] Edwards to pu rcha-«- fo r an .-\ ir P um p. a
Teles('ojJc' and a ~ fi("roscop(" o ut o f the ~loJli (' s a t a llY T im e in h is
H an ds by the ConS1'11I o f the Dono rs & that th is Corporation will
replace sa id M one y if req uired o ut of th e Fund raised or to he raised
in t his Countrv.":" l nrcresrinzlv enough. j oseph Brown is n OI listed
among those wh o "were Presen t" at thi s me eting. An ywa y, accord ing
to " 'est , "afterwa rds. takin.g notice o f the applicat ion o f the Ann-r iran
Phi losophi cal Society to th e As.sembly o f Pcnnsvlva uia . foran apP;l ~

rat liS for ob,eIYin.!!; th e T ra nsit o f Venus, Ill' found the orders he ha d
sen t wen' inr-omph-at : H e then advised with th e a utho r [\ Vcst] . ;l'

~~'B"njami" W'·SI. An :' c( ,w nl of IN" O b,n vrtli" " o{ I ;·" " .· ,,/"'n th e S'''I. Ih"
l/'i,,1 ,Jay of I ,ou. ! 76'1 , al Pmv;denu . ;n X"'I' r:ndond ( I' ro" ic1 ,·" c,' . .1 01", C arln ,
r 76'11.1'1" ii_iii, ()r iKin ,,1 in J oh o 11,1\ I.ih , a l y.

2" \\'oolf. op . c;t .. p. vii,
~;II!i,I .. 1'1'. 170,182-187.
~' Flt-minll', op. ,it,. p. 1'1.
~!l" Tran, it S lrr·~ t - O rigi" of it> ;.<,,,"'.... !'r(J,'id""N lou"",I, O"tohn 2 :~, rB5,)

(d ip l-' in ii( on hit- in John Cartn Bro ,,,, J.ibr;try ) .
a"co,l" ,ralion 1I.I inu tt.". , S"pt"mll"r 7, 17hB. \'01 [ . jl. :11, ""... \ rc lo iw " J oh n 11.,, '

I .ih ra ry.
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me nt ioned. and thcf( 'uplltl ordered a micrometer to he added . 
:'\I r. Bro wn's eXp( 'rHT , in this la udable undertaki ng, wa s little It's..
than O ne H und red Pounds. sterl ing , besides ncar a month's timr of
hi m-e-lf and servants, in mak ing the nt'{"(',sa ry previous exper iment 
and prepa rat ion s."?"

The instrument- for the observation arrived "about nTW month"
before the transit. \\'est wrot e that "it consisted or a th ree feet rt-Ik-ct
in,go tek-scope. with horizont al and vertical wires for ta king diffr-rctu-e-,
of a lt itude" and axirnuth-. adjusted with spiri t-levels at right angles,
and a divide-d arch for taking altitudes : a curious helioscopc. togethcr
with a mir-mrncu-r of a new and elegant co nstr uct ion, wi th rack
motions, filled to the tek-scopc.":" Also incl uded we re a sextant and
" two g-ood r-loc k-." Lowncs notes tha t the P rovidence observer
seem to have had the o n ly hcliosCOI)(' . ~·1

"lhouuh Brown w a-, the prime mover fur t he observation. Ben jam in
\"e~t din-e-ted the rroce{'din g~, It wa s a jo int effort a nd co uld not
have been sucrec-ful without the talents a nd ba ckin g of bot h men.
It i" not fai r to attempt In di,m is~ Brown's pa rt , as did the Rever end
Da \·id Rowland . pastor of the FiN Congregationalist Ch urch in
Providcn c'r-, in a letter to Er.ra St iles. Rowland wrote that \ \'est \
"margina l no h' s wh ich a re designed to do so much honor to ;"fr.

Hrown were furred in [ to the pamphlet ] b y him, co nt rary to
.\Jr . \"e"t's Incl ina t io n , and what wa s rea lly just and right ; and thr
adva ntage taken because :\ [r. \Vests circu msta nces were 10w and he
wa s not able to su pport the press." H Dr. W ilson explains that there
was h igh feclin g- between the Congregationalists and the Ba ptists at
the t ime. and that W est wa s a Congregationalist and Brow n a Ba p tist.
H e says, '" haven't a dou bt bUI that without ' ''cst 's astronomical and
mathemat ical knO\\lt-dgl' the «b-crvarions co uld not have been made.
l\' or that without j ose ph Brown 's inspir a tio ll. finan cial backing , and
al~o ~kilJ and l"(l llt ri" ;\l\('e ill m a n ip ula t ing the <l ppa ra t u~ , IIll'y would
not han' bee ll undertaken nor n ,mpk t l'd.'·~:;

:\""ist illg" '\"e,t a lll l Browll were Stephen Hopkin..: , ;"Io"cs BnoWll ,

Dr. jalwz BmH'/l , j (l~e ph :'\a,h, a nd Captai n j oh n Bu rro u l{h . Ih \·id

:ll \ ,'ps t, op . cil .. I" 10 .
' l~f b ;d, . 1J, 11
:I:1 Lowrws. op, 61 .• p,.t,
''' Frankl in lJ" wd itt 'h 1),' ,< Il'r , ",1.. f"xl r ~d .. from Ih, I li,,,,,,, in till/I Ol/'" ,\f i .< 

all"T/in of J..'~ ", Sli/". D. D ., LL. D .. 1755-17')-1. ,6th" SrI,.,li"" f""" H i,
Corr"-,p,,,,d"T/"" ( ~ " w IL\\' ~ " . Yak l·ll j ,·~ rs i t \' r ro ''', l'l lh l, p..'i6:'.

:l:'Wilso", vJ!. r;I . . p, 74

Ho well wa s al~n tln-n- , <lccord ing to h is leiter o f j Utlt' :'I , 1 7 6~1 . ~ >l

Pre-parar ion-, wert- he gnn about a mon th in advance. Latitude a nd
longitude wen- d eterm ined , rlur ks \\TrC rcuulan-d to an a ccllrac ~ o f
nile \I'cond , the inst ruments wert' read ied. The th ird o f JUIll' a rrived.
" :\ 11 wa s ca irn, and not a c-lo ud to he \I'(' n ."~; Ea ch nr-cessa ry task
wa s assigned 10 nne o f the gen tlemcn. A short nr-wspapr- r re po rt
printed one week late-r mentioned that " the Apparatu s used O il the
O ccasion is e xtrcmelv accurate and ru tinuc, and wa x la tel y im porte d
from E ngla nd for th at Purpose h y th e ing-en ious J O SEPH BRO \\"i\",
E"fl'; 10 wh om the Public a rc m uch inde h ted.":!' In ~oki ll.g ouc of
rhe run-t im port a nt problem s, Bro wn indeed divplavt-d his irun-nuitv :

The lat itude of rln- plan' Iwing of great ("on ~f'f) uell("'. a nd ti ll'
sex ta n t a nd stilt' not gi\'ing- it I'X;ll" tly alike, the 1}('lSI'vtTin,g .\ Ir.
BRO'''!'\" contr-ive-d to make- \lSI' of ti ll' mic rometer as a h-n-.
wht-u hr- pl.m-d O il his hou-a-, twentv-v-ven feet high . and I'xad ly
!Jt'qll' ndi , ular to a rt-n trr on a ho rizont,d plat form brlow. on
I' hirh wa~ drawn a meridian lim- : rhr Sun's image on this ptnt
fon n was StTII to 1II0\T \Tfy sr'ns ihly, By thi s till' laritud. was
fina lly det r- rmined. T Ill' Su n's nu-ridinn altitude. ht'ing taken fo r
seve-ral d ays hy this 100 1.g , till', the la titudes the-nce fou nd did not
differ [rom cuc h otln-r- IIlO!!' tha n l.i sl'I'omk - At till' rime rhi
was dow'. WI' had sr-t-n IlO accoun t that a glass harl he-i-n made us,'
,,f . as lu-n- Jt'sc fihed: but vinrr- this WI' llt ttl th" pn·,s. w,' 1";1rl1
from l Jr . 1.0:,\(;\ astrouomv, that Ill' Iound tln- Llliwdt· of
Ca rnbritlgl', ill Enuluud, h ~' ti l(' sunu- Illr ·thOIJ.:I"

All oh"l'['\atiorl' thus complr-tcd , ,re~t publi-Jx-d his L11110\l" P<llll 
phkt. Aeich- from newspaper a ccounts. it wa , the fir,l of th e findin g,
publi-hcd and the on l~ (jilt' published indcp-ndentl v. \\'l'"t 's ao-oun t
concludes. "When the SUll's para llax is known , tlu- distan ce o f the
ea rt h , a nd of all the plam-t«, from the Sun, will ht' knowll likl'w i,, ·...
In'''.'ph Brown IllU"t han' be(,1l I\t' ll awart' of thi " and IH' tn ll"t han'
1)\' ('11 plcased wi th tht' findill ,l,'S that Ill' laho rl'd so long ant! hard to
procure. An a hst ra ct of \\'t'~t' s ITf}( )["t a p pea red in thl' 'J'rf/ II\lJrl l(JIH of

IhI' .-!lI1n i r (jII /'llilmo/illlu ll Son ely. The not c' at t he beg in n ing sta tc:

:\<. it ap! Ka rS by SOliit' letters of the ;\, troJlolll n Roya l. wh ich
ha \'(' b"ell l'Ol rIlIlUll icat l,d to th is Societ y. lha l llll"t of tl H'

:"·'L"wnn IIlnll iom th i, It'Il' 'r un [.>. 5. op, cit .. l, u l I ;un tm,d,!<- I" fiml th,'
orill'ina l or a (0[.>'·.

:1'\\''''',01>. cil .. p. 15 .
:l' (;,,:rllr . .J'1I1( Ill, 17h'l
:<" \\'nl, "f' . ,il .. l'p . I'I -~II .
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:\"nll hl'ln Oh"''T'''·rs. hoth in R ussia and ....."T,kn , wt-rr - gll ',llh
di ...nppoinu-d, hy rh.. lIufavor;lblt· ..tat.. o f till' wearhcr. in their
noh l,' and puhlir spirih'd e-mh-avorv to nh se-r....!' the late T ra ll, il ;
tlj(' A m", ;o lll OIN'rv;ltion, han' lll'nOllW of grcnn-r impor tnru-r-,
in orrk-r til a "o lllll;lri"' \1 \ wi th rho...• o f (; l"!'(·nw id•. and tbndoll'
ti l(' ••..,>t-i,·ty th ink it \"l'ry manrial to pr(....-rvr- their T ran eutions.
vuch of ti ll' "h<.f'r....a rion .. Il1ad., on the Comincnt as thcv have hI'l'n
Iavon-d \\ ith . Th....\c"rount of Ihl' Pnnide«cc Observations.
drawn III' h~ \I r. WEST . wa -, tr ansmitted bv M r. J O SEPH
BRO W=". and I)('in~ bid h.·forr- th, ' SfKiN y by Dr. S \ IIT II ; till'
follm, illl:: ,\ I...t rac-t t!l"n-of wav ordered 10 he published ;It a
\lI'eting- . \ lay Hhh. 1770. ,..

Brown probablv pla yed <In important part in -eeing to it t hat \\'(.... t
puhlichcd hi .. findilll,~' and. again . supplied financial hac king.

A.. a result Hf o lN'"rying th.. tran..it. Lowne- ~y, " Am erica n Astron
"rn~ came of al.:t·. Ra rel y has a single event "0 affected the COUI""'(" of a
-cicnce." He Iunher note- that "the Amer ican obscryations wr-rr
a mo ng t he best [in the .... o rld ]. .. u

Therr- are but ..ketch ~ record .. of any other astronomical ob-erva
rion.. Brown m ight have performed. Since h i.. only publi..hed papa i"
n'"f) ..hort, .... ' "W w hat djffirult to obtain. and also of interc..t to U". it
i, hert' in it;, l"ntin ·t\ ;

A " ()b ,o /'al j" " a/ a Solar f.'d ip ' /', OC/flb.., '!7. liBn. a/ ""'ri
d,IIcr- . Ul· l o SFPlllmOIl'S . J-:"/ II;II' .

\ Iy appara lll' for tlw olN'p,a lion of Ihe solar "dip'" wa s a
tluTe -f,ol·t ,<'ill'fling 1,·ll·"I"0l"'t' . \\ ilh ~p i r i t I(" 'd~ : a small /o!radtl<ll"d
""mi -ci,c k of ;lhOIlI I y, il1 r1 l1'~ radi u, . and ra,k 1I10lion.. fOI

taki llJ.: altitud,·..: and a /o!1a~, 'Ilicromet..r. fittt'd wil h ra(-k "lotinn...
I hd j,·\{· (,f f) " IIf/ l/ t!" nonstr' uction. having a noniu .. ~raduatr'd to
I 500 pan of an illlh : A n 'fkrting Ide,cope of IWilr two fel't :
and a prml'l"tt -gla .... (If Ihlve k,·t four indlt·, 1r-1Igth. whidl I
mOllllll·d O il ;. ,'on\ l'llin lt "'a nd.

O n Ill!' 20t h. I 1I10\','d my rlfJ('k into a ('o Tl\Tlli" nt IMrI of Illy
h O ll Sl' : and fnHl1 lliat till'" to th.. day of ttl!' ,·di p"·. I Wi.. I"on_
stantly "llIp!oyt'd in la king t'nnTspolldi ng al titudes of till' ..un

·"W..,I. ". \ n .\ 1" " " , ( "r ,\I • . Il f~,\' j.1.\( f.\' II' f:s r s .-\ ,·,·o " n! of II". T rall,it of
\ '~n,,,. '" ul""n"'d " I 1'", ~' i,(OI'" or, N,·", En j.i;tond. JUJ,, ' :\d , 17hQ.'· "'"""", Ii",,,
,,{ thr A",r ,i, ,m I'h,/,,, ,,ph i, III s" fir ty , \'01. I, j;w" ,,,} 1, 17h'l. 10 J...,u.ory I. Ii71.

t\ J.o,..n,' ~ , of'. ,il.. pp.:1, S.

with mv t" I,·.., 01" '. and r-on..truofing- a lllO'ridian-lillO·.
Our "IN'rvation, of IIH' ,·d ip...· W ( ' W as follo ws

T he lH'~inllin~ "a" nnt .It ('u ra t!'h non-d.
Fir't ....!'II in rom-c rtinn-.
Ju..t touclu-v a hl.u k ' I/t' t in 0 1 IW;U tilt' lIliddlo· of

a manila .11 tllf' ri~hl hand .
.JUSI touches the- firer of fou r ~I H'h alilwarly in a

ran g-e in a macula at li lt· Idt ha nd .
Dit to til(' slH't m-art-..t ti ll' (t ·ntl ,· of tilt" sun \ di -e.
The e nd of rhc edipw as "'i' n hy \ Ir. 11 ;,,( ill

the sma ll reb-scope.
Ditto by Illy bwtlH'1 in tilt' "P'--~];I S'.

Ditto last se-en hy my·,df in til<' LII)!"st n-tb-c tor.
I took th e diameter (I f the sun \, hi lt, tlu- 1...·li"',·

was {In. and mad!' ir th rre in, hI'S and -B .,j. -100 :
whi ch . bv Illy tahh-, s-on ..r rm u-d in lilt' , ..a r 176~ .

prr-viouc to the rranvit of Vr-nuv, m a ke-s lilt' , un's
apparl'n t diamcn-r 32' 18w

; And ti l(' stlla llt...t I
'QW the hti~ht part of till' " U II \\ as l ·tO VlO of an
inch ; So small I am ce-rtain it was. and il lll i~llI

prohnhlv hi· a \T ry liul.. I" " . tho' I tH·li'·\T thi s to

1...- pn'"lIv e-car-t : an d rhi ... I think .mak,·.. till' ' U ll 10

hi· I I dill:ih a ndS 10 ,·dip",·d. llr ' Try Iwarly ..O.~ ~

I lean- il 10 the rt'ada to defid(' for h im 'ot"lf 10 w hat extent <,("ientifir
co m !X'tency isdemon..trat ed b\ that pa per. Ben ja m in W e..(" accou nt
o f a la te r ecliP'< i.. p ubli ..hed in till" ""me vo lume. W est g()('<i into
("fJllsiderabl~' mort' ma the matical d et ai l. T I\(' fol1ow in~ . hmn" 'fT, is of
intl' rf'St...ince il "hows Brown a nd \\' (,,'1 a t work to~etlwr:

T h is I'clip...· wa~ oh......"'·d ill PIl' l·id ,-ur. ' hy \ 1r. I OH'/J1I Rm u'"
and mvsdf. at \I r. /1'0:"11" hou... ·. '1'1 ... llloll1ill~ of Ih,' 2:\d of
April \';IS rlolld\'. alld d("l'airnl of "I"'ill~ till' "Ull Ihat d;ly ; bu t a
litt l,· Iwfore tw,'!v" o'dolk . 1111" l(luds ... ·,·ltll'd to hn·ak. and thl'
SUIl. IlOW alld tlll'lI. IIM\k it.. al'fl..;nam',·. "hich g-a",' T1W ,()llW

11I'1"'s of "'l'ing "HTH' IMrt "f tIll' ,·dip... · : ' .. '1'1 11' ail' rontilllwd
Illlf;I\ 'Ollrahh· to (lllr oh"'IY;ttion till ;t f,'w IlliIlUI (" hdon' till'
lIliddl .. of t1 H' "( lipw. wlu-Il till' '1111 ;tg-;I ill a plll·an'd . alld go;t\"(' II'
a g-ood 0l'p"rtllllitv of "h,,·n:i n.g tht· (1 1I:lllt ity of Ihl' ("("lip,,· " h"11
at tIll' g- 1'·;lh·..t ; r'lI "hid, Illllllll" ·. \ f l'. JJWWII ;,ppJ i",l tI...

' ~Jo",ph B,o,.." . ". \ n {ll" ,'n';,ti"" uf " Sol." t:d il-'''·. (klu!>'" 27, 17811 . ."
Pl'",·id,."rr.'· .\frm ,,'" ,,{ Ih, Am" ,r"" .1,,,,(r"'I'. \ '01. I. li8S.PI'. 1.j.'l·I~O .
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mi. nuur-tr-r , and found ri ll' lucid part of rln- sun. whrn ill it-, l;l~l

, Ial,', 12RR lIIinnllwtn un-a-urt-. This " a~ not d om 011 a ~ i nc: l , ·

opr-r.uion. hUI h\ a numlu-r of trials. rill hr- found till' hric:ht IMrl
of II... ~U I1 wav in ih It':l ~1 '1.111". Afn-r n-ading off th" rnrmlx-r-,
fn '1I1 IIn- mirnum-n-r for Ih" quantity of thr- ,·c1ip..-·, ~I r. !J ro;O I

illlIlWdi;i1"h , at 111\ Il'IIUI"t, look the lengt h of 1Ill" chord joininc:
rhe 1"11'1>", \\ hid I I lot ,li.,\( , was done \\i lh grea t can' . and found it
11RO ...

~{ r. Brown aud llIy...,lf holh nou-d thr- same -eroud for tilt" lacr
vonfac t. " hidl \\,;j , a t 2h _il' :'I I1 H apparent time . There Wt'r..
''->In' · thin " hit., douds ahollt ti lt" ~U l1 . yl"l I think till' nh...-rvari..1I

was prdh c....d .n

Addit iona l information l'onn'm inc: JCN"ph Brow n's wor k in u-tron
01Tl~ i-, fum i-hcd in a h-tte-r hy him to David Howe ll. J uly U . liR~.

("onn'mint::: repair of thr- tdN'Orr. and in two short manu-cript-, onl'
of them pn"ihl~ in till' hand of Brown , con-i-aing of a desc ription of
rhr- rdkcting tr-le-copc. and the other ~i"in~ direction" on ho\\ to IN'

the microuu-rrr, I)llth wriuen about 1783 .H

Xo more fittinc rom-lucion uc curs to the wri ter Ih ;1I1 that of
Dr. \ r il...- m: " Xo 0 1\(' would clairn that J oseph Brown beca me a grt'al
-a-ienu-t , and it would be a m i-take 10 im ply tha i he W<l_' of ~n'a l

imporl ill1tT in Ihl' hi, to,:- of -.(·it'!lt't". Hi~ impm1;me t" was not Ih.l t of
th e ' pfTlaell la r di"('Il\( 'rn of faIt or Iht"m'~' bllt rather that (If Ih,'
many qu it't nwn wh" hy t lwir intdlt,(tual afli,"ily and int('n"'l k('('p
Ihe fin.... of "l: hola r'hip a li\( , a nd pa '" th t'01 on 10 lx' fannni h\ th('
draft, of gn'atn g('niu-.' ·IC·

U \ '·f'\I . ".\ n :\'T"""I of Ih.. OI"..I\"al;o", ill Pro<'idr nn ', in 111<-SlJ lr "f Khotl..·
h lJ ntl , uf II]!" Edi"", of IIw SUIl ",hi,h Ilapp'rnrd Ih.. nd OJ " of .\ pril. t 7Rl
H ~ HF. :-;J.\~f1 N WEST. E"I"ir.., F.\ .\, Communi.·JI ...d I", Ih,' H. '·,',·u·nd !'r,'. i ·
Iknl WILL\H. D ," .\l , ,,,,, i ,, at ,h, .l"l" ira" Aradn ll j'. \"01. I. 178~, "I' 1~h·I~1l

H ~I,, _ , .\ "-hh-,·,, Johu It,,, l. il" .."
c ""il,,,,, , "1' (il .• p 1~ II

Tue PI"BI.ICATIO;o.; CO~DIITTU: ha" ,kl"idt'd 10 discontinue the
President's S eu-ll /'f t .., a nd to inrludr- in t ilt" SOl 'il'l~ 's q uarterly <I

Director's Xeu -slcurr t ha t will It' ll l ilt' member-, of Iht' varjou-, cha nges
and cxpan-iore, of program'. I ;IITi ~Iild In he- ahh- to inform the
members of the Socit' l~ '" progn....' .

The Rhode Island His tor ic-al ~ot -i( ,t ~ ngain has a llirmcd it., primarv
rolf" as colkrtin.c: and pr('""l·r\'in.c: important R hod e 1..land mate rial .
and informing: it-, member- and other- about Rhode l-land'v aeahcric
and hi-to ne pa vt. T he E"t'l llt i\T Boa rd ha-, thndore eaabli-hcd a
Ii"t of regulation, whit h ma le it p""ihlt, for uu-ctinu-. lunc heon- ami
lea" 10 he held in John Bro\\n HOllO< wit hout jeopardieinc the
important nhjCt I~ whtch an' nt l\\ in-talled in the building. '>0011' l,f
whic h arc on indefinite loan . anti nu ...t (If which are uf major historic
and aest hetic importance and IIlII'! lx' carefullv protected . : \ 1 Prl."<'1lt
luncheons ami tea, ma~ he held ill the tugt' dining room. and food
and drin k mu-t be confined \\ ithin the dining room ur the museum
area. The corrugated pheric ha-, been removed Irnm the Iloor-, and
10 in-ure their continued bcautv . -pike hccl-, ma~ not be worn within
the house. Bcca u-e uf th e-e and ,I fc \ \ ulhn I hange, a mimeoeraphed
form i, no\\ a\-ail,lhk 10 ;IIlYOlW wi'hint{ 10 eng:lt{e Ihe holl''t'' for a
"pn-i,,1t"\-t"1l1. ..\" ;llInounn't1, lilt' Sllnd<l~ aht'rnoo n !ITlurt"" and Ihe
im nuallllt:"etin.can' ht"in.c hdd ill lilt' I. ihrar~ .

011 Ihe third of D('"femhn ~ I ,.... . Johll .'\' it'h" la, Brow ll c:it \( ' it
' lIp(.' rh len ure "II "T Ilt' Fremh ill Xt'w port " iuul lllt' i1 t1t'ndillHe made
il agai n oln iot/s Ih,ll ,I k l t II It' hall j" /1('( es'ar~ . ' I'h" ' IMI I' ;j\'a il,lbk in
Ihe I.ihrar~ . t hnu .ch b n.:n lil;11I ill J ohll Bn '\\ n 1Iou...:. \';1' in"ulTit'it'lll
10 the Iwetl. ·I·h(' DndllJllllt'1lt l :" mlll illtT i ~ pW' t,t'd ing \\i lh plan'
for a lenure hall wh ich will ,II", illl IudI' IIHN'lI l11 'pan' for ' ma ll
Ilbjen, such a" pt'\ \ ler, n'l';lI tli l~, gla". tt·xtilt·". lII il it ar ~ lIbjrtt".
fu rni turl' nol ilppropriald ~ di'pla~l'd in tht' 11 0 11'>1.' and othn Rhode
I"land art ifan s. The design for th t' t'Xlnior of th t' nt'w wing ha" htTlI
put lInd er th t' r a rt' of a Ilew lOUlIlli ttt't', Tht' J ohn Brow li Hou'«'
(:omm ittt'l' . wh ith ha" chargl' of ,IllY pl'l'I11a llt'lll aesthet ic ('ha ll,l:eS,
hoth inside and uutsidc', of tIlt" .'io( it't ~ '-; l omple" .

T ht' John Bn l\\ II H OIN ' (:olllltlill tT ha" hq ,':Ull a fundalllellta[
reth ink ing uf J oh n Bnl\\n 1I 0 1N ' aud \\ ill work room h~ ruom to

"



II

Filo[ . la - T~ p i c a l j oh n [""w "" ·,,,l ' ·hook." "1",1111",,,·,."
e", u 'lrin lo[ in];, ,, ill filo[,m' 1

Fifo: . I ~ T hre.'-p art di "i " fo: t,)hh' : I.d".l,·u hy j ulm
T"wn"'"d ( Ii21 ·180'l I of "' ,·wport . i" 17'17 fo. Ma jor
j ohn Wuud uf ","<"W ]lOl I who marri' "d R d " ' lTa \\"i r k h a nl

in 179 3. ~t ah ofo:a fl\' ; " 'coud,,ry wood, : lulip [)<>I'I;u,
d H"m l UI an d whi t< · pi",'. H ,' i lo[ h t : 27y.i··. wirl l h : \'1 ",
01' ,-n : 100"'.

" \ 1,1<1,· hy J uh n ·1'Of",,, ),,.,,,J .La hd <>" fi <: u ro '
IH'WP Ot't . 1747,"

hring it hack t ll till' \\a ~ ith.okr-dat the time J ohn Bnl\\ 11 \\a'- im 'oh-n l
w ith it. IK't\\fTIl 17 W-i and 1flo:t The ('o ll11n it!t T ha-, dc,idn l to Iwgin

rm thr- -ccond floor in the llorthw!'''. hnln 'orn a nd "ill sea l o ff thi
fI '()1Tl ami lu-ui n a tktaikd ill\t>ti g-:llll lll "f the W(l()c\wflrk, 11 , ,,,1' . paint

r-nlor-, and 1I11wr im po rt a n t ft'a luH's. The co rnp1l'tl· ITI\ orkin.!.!; (If till'

houv- will take lll ,Hl y ~ car .. hut a ,!.; llod hegin nin g ba , IW(, l1 madr-. T ht'
Il o lI' t' ha s , d r('ad~ 1IIldt'fg'1I1l' sluhl (" ( ha tH';/" po,",,,ibk ln-fon- 1001g 

term work is ( l1l1pkll'd. TIll' Ilo rtheast room (If the 111"\ floor has
[well insta lh-d <I" Jo hn Brown', di n ing room and hi.. sick-board is I1m\

pn,]l;d)l ~ in it -,original lor atioll. The lrrtun- hallthat W;t" (In till' firct
Hoor, wln-n- it eliminated an y p"",ihilit y that the fir-t im part ul"on
entnill ~ lilt' hou«- would Ill' one of a ll earl y hIJU Sl..' , ha- [x-r-n plao-d
o n IIll' xr-rond floor d in'(\l~ O\Tr Iht' former leetun- hall. Th i ~ aurae
l in ' ruom i~ thc ~;lllle ~ize a~ the nne bdow a nd hold- lht" -a rm' numhrr

o f chairv, and it r-an he rr-achr-d h~ an r-levat ru-. The Socit't ~ t herefore
ha-, avuilahh- f, or lectures tlu- llPlxT [r-rturr- hall ami lire au rae rive

Champlin Room ill the ha-cnu-nt ,
T he new in-tnll.uion of the Hou«- i ~ in anonla lH'l' with the iuvcn

tork-, of the period. Unfortunun-lv , we dn not han' an ea r l ~ room h~

room invr-nt.u-v nf j n!111 Bro \\ n H"II ~e hut thll~l ' Ilf jo-cph Bn)\\Il \

h" IN', l7H6, a nd the Xi g-ht ingall' hou-s-. l HI I~I . lmu krt th e da l (' ~ in
whic-h john Brown IN·d the hnll~(, and h~ u~ i ng the-e. ;I!nn ,g with
other i ll \ (" n t () r i ( '~ , it i ~ I )(,~~ihle 10 nrakc an iu- ta llation lor l o hj l 'l t~

whirh trub , I"dkrl~ the t'ad y gl () r ~ of the hOIN'. T o ~" Il W ihr- Ill'\\'
installation h.r-, ho-n ~u rpri~ing: there i-, 1( '~~ furniture ill each nu.m
a m i !he p.untiuu-, an' hun g hiulu-r to relate tto the moldina-, nf the
pr-dinu-ut- 0\1"1" the door-. T he whole houw ha s rak r-n on a mon ' o pc n ,
ai r ~ qualil ~ . \\ hik- a( h ic\ ing a t the -arm- time the ~tl"l'llglh and ( l ; l r i l~

it <hould fran '. T he .ur hin-rturnl r-k-meut- begin 10 la ke a prominent
role ill ' Ir,ganizing lire room s, f,o(u~ill g- thrm with their d, 'l Ioratiu'

t-k-nu-ntv.
Thi-, nurra nccmcut ha- al["('ad ~ rt'\t 'aktllhat om- nf o ur prn~il1 g

m-ed-, i~ [or r 1J.g~ mndc bef' on' I BlU.
O tllt" r 111 '\\ rnmmitt rc-, han' Ix-cn funned. O nl' i ~ a suhrom mit u-r

nf The john Bro\\11 l Iuu-«- Cummitu-e which ha s ho-n gi\T 1l Ihe
r('~p"l1~ih i l il ~ (Of deciding wh.rt r-xtr-rinr pl.uu iuu i~ ;lp p r" pr ia tc fo r
a hou-,c of rhi-, dal e and n·giull.

"lhc ~o( i f( ~- ha-, bcm-fitr'd hy a number o f ,i gtlifi( ;lnt nt·\, a.-qui- i-
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non.... h~ loan, gift a nd pun ha ..e-. The .\ ItN 'l lIll Conllniltn: ha ..
ac quired [nr thr- hou-c th e importan t and Ia mou.... th re-e-part d in in.L:
roo m table labeled h~ J oh n '1'0\\ 11~"lId and made for the ~Ll jor J oh n
Woud LlIllil ~ in S (·\\ port r fia ure- I and l a }. :\n'om p;lI1~ in~ rhi..
table- an' .1 portrait of the urigi IMlowlIt'r. miniatu re- uf him-elf and
hi.... wife , and their En~ l i ..h and American <i lve-r. .\ "UIXTh Rh ulk
1..land Q un 'n An ne dil ~ hl'll wa.. ac quired at thr- <arm- time ..e-t
r ove-r}, II i.. lint' of t he rhrec or [our known Rhod e 1..la nd ('xamplc'"
I,f thi.. form . Both of t lll'~' Ill'w pit·(c,>; we- n- in the j ohn "fl ,W Il 111m" ,
Loan Exh ibit ion and an' illu..t nucd in the r-ata loaue. The I<lilk i..
insra lk-d in J ohn Brown'< di nin.g rollm and t he da ~ la -d in hi.. iJ('(l rol uu.

~ la n y of th e papl'~ of J ohn H ut rhin-, C ad y han .. bt'I'1I left to (he
Sucil·IY. and (he R hode bla nd Bar Association has prl'..cnu-d 10 the
S' H'ic·ty the minute hook of the Providl'nn ' Countv Bar ,\ ' ''' ' r ia l ion
with n-rord-, during ba ck to Fehruarv :l . 179:1.

l nstalh-d in the m use-urn a n-a i.. an exhibition of <ilver that hdlJllgt'd
In J ohn Brown : mo..t of it i.. Oil indefinite loan from ~ fr . Xonnan
Hrm-..hofT and incl ud es impo rl,lllt p il'n 's made in :\ mt'r ica. England .
Frann ' and Holland . Ind udn l in Ihl' l!ro llP is a dinnn '<l' f\ 'in ' of
.;i h n 0 11 (·upper. Thj~ '<l'f\·i( I" W ;I" IlllIN! in a letter from .'\ hi~a il.\dam ..
to Iwr ..i"((·r a hl'T a d inu('f p;( rt ~ \~as ;tr ra n~ed for hn in J ohn Brow n
li mN ' in l iH9 : she- re-port ed Ih"t t he~ "a le off a "('f\ 'ire (If plal c,"
emil th i.. ('xhih it ion wellt u n dj."p(;n ju ..t w hat thc '«'f\ ·j(T Hf plal ('
W ;I " ha d h('c n forgotten .

An other exhi bition is planned . From tht' time of th(" annual meet 
inl!. on J anua~ 21..t . a n exhibit ion uf Rh tx!(" I..land ~ra\"(·"IO Ill'

ru hh ing.. h~ .\ ml(' and Din au T ashjian h ill be .;ho\\ Il in tlU" mlN' um
an'a fur ..ix \H·l'k... Th i.; indudC'.. ru hhing.. of gra \'("..lullI':'" " f llla n~

prom inl'llI Rh odl' 1..land (;1111 ilil"';. illt illd ing that of Chad Bruwn h hn
d il'd hc:fon' 16:>0 . The "10111' w"s ('n'('led in 1 7 ~1 :! 1)\ Ih;' li l\ of
1'1( " 'idt'J1( I'.

T Ilt' Boa rd al..o pla n.. (0 ,'XIMlld Ihl' Sni.'it'ty's progr.lI11 In malt·
;l\';L ilah lt- 10 tht' nWlllhlT" " \\ idn rOll I,g,' " f kl"turT" and \I'tlltt'riak
V;u·jllu" [l'('lurI' ..('ril'S a rt' heing ,,1Tc-n'd alld matt'r ial <I l n';Il I~ "wlll'd
h\' til(' S()('i('[\, is lwing ca ta log un l. ;\"l'\\ .. talT is nl·('·...." r~ <Illd 11ll'
], Xl 'l rH i\( ' Boa rd was sun' lhat thl" Ill('mher.; wou ld \\i..h t" suppo rt
an t'xpa uding. ad j\(" S"lit"l~ . a nd Ilt"rau~' ;,f th t' iUITI'a"" in all
I·'I)I ·IN ·... thl' Boa rd ha .. \(ltn! to ir1l" n'a~' Ihl' du t'.. " f (hI' SOlil'I\ .

I
I

)
.1

L'nfonunarclv tlu- printe-r madetw o misla ll' '; ina n-ccn t lII ai l i n~ a nd
left out the word " I..land" un lxuh th.. dm-, form a nd the outer
envelope. The :-'uc it't ~ ha.. be-en a..ked . I hope- w ith humor, whet her
it i..... I hangi ng it-, na me: 10 " Rh; K.!1' H i..rori cal S(JI.'it-I ~ . · ' Thi-, of COUf'o(",

i.. nei ther Ilw plan 1I0r Ihl' \\ i..h of the EXI'( lIt i\(· Bo'lrd . nor of the
llirt'llor ! If 1111"" : h.... 1. '1'11 "'ll l(' con fu..ion o\('r th i.. l'ha n.!.::1' ill d ur-,
and m an ner of pa ~nwlll I tru..t that the nu-mlx-...... will bear with u....
a" h e proc eed to ..il1l pl i f~ t il(' immen-e pro blem of n·( ·Hrd in .~ and
"lI[X" f\· i",i n .~ member-hip . :\ 1 pre"l"l1l it involv e- endk-.... hull r-, and
conun uo u-, labor. Part uf till' ..im plificut ion ha .. hl'(' ll a HItI' by the
Publicarion CUlT1 llliltt·(· to han' the q uarter lv " PI)I 'ar d uring the Fa ll.
I\\ ilt' d urin g the \\" illln, and ill the Spring. rather than ha\'ing a
publicarion du rin.g the Sum mer when ma ny nu-mbe ...... art' at a
different addn-....; lltTl'",sitating much redi rection of the Hulk-tin .

To help nHTI cost.. and to reflect the tr end of lither hi..roric house",
an d mu-s-um... till' Ex('('u tin' Board has dt'cidnl 10 make a "ha rgl' of
$1 .00 for adu lts and '2;lC for children to 1l00mll' U1I)('~ who wish to

"l ' l ' the H mN' . "\ membe r-hip r-ard, which \\ ill h(' mailed to rm-mbc ......
IX' fon ' tht· rulin g ~I II''''' illio I'fTl'f l in the Sprin.g, will ; I ....un· nw rn!x' ......
frt'e MII'..... to Ilwir huildillL:" There \\ill of n >uN.· III ' nu ( ha r~{" fur
Ihl' l.ihra~ .

T hl' Soc icly I\('('d.; your suppo rt "';, h e ~·t' k to ('xp;tIld thl' a(·tivities
of th t· Soc iety. \ \",. de"fx'ra lcly lieI'd n llunhTr docen'" 10 act as ~uide.;

or as H Jluntl'e ...... a""i"lin g Ihe ..ta fT in J oh n Brow n HOlN' and in th("
Lihra~ , and one of Ihe \\ intl'r CO U I"<"" i.; d ,' <.il;!lI t'd tu gin- hark.~round

infonnation to pn,..pt'l ti\1' dIKl'nt .;. Thn e an' (·mIl"",.;deta ils t ha t nel'd
a ltl'n tio n a nd \ \ t' I ;tllllo l ;u hil' \ I' \\ hal IIlll..t I. · dOl\t· wilhoul \ Ollr
"uppo rt .

It i.. my ..inrt'n"ho pe th ,1I ~ u ll will r 0 1l 1t' and " T \\ha t i.. happ(.'n i ll ~

at John BTO\\ II 11 011'1" a" ;dl I hl.'~' tle \\ id('a " and program.. h(·.gin to
afT" rl your Slll·il.'t \ and (hat \ llU \\ill I;lkl' a n 'lIti\ t' pa ri in I)( .th
d in 'd ing tlw lll ;aliI! in l ;l r r~ i n g th o'llI utlL



wi uu-s-cd thl' pr"n'j 'din e; ' at C a l1 anda ic:u;1 whivh uavc mlc to the
Gem''''.'e Tr act .

.\ 101.: nWl'tin ~h"Il 'l ' \ \<1' built in I i~I(), ,IIHI Ra t-hel Xlalin opened
th e fir-t -a hool. xarah Ki( ha rd-, n 'joinnl th e l olnny ill I i 91 and
a-sumed her form er po-it ion a, I hid UIlIll"l'!flr. The l'n itr-d Friend -,
had found a land whic h wa-, [n-e from intruders. hu t it \\ a, no t lon~

lx-forc the~ found rhr-ir \\ a ~ 11110 Iht· Fric'nd', colony. \\' llI'n land
-p-culator-, crowded a round thr- '1·,,1'"11 11'11I , thc' '<rt moved farther
wr-ct, In ]7~1:?, the l "ni\('f',11 Fr ieud m ad e the fir-t pa vmcn t on rhe
...ix "Iuarc mi ll" o f land which , he cal led :'\ t·\\ j eru<alcm. The
p.1.ym t"n l run-a-ted of lu-r nwntwo oxen. her lx-d rov crh-t-, a nd three
<ilvcr 'p'loOns.~-

Gml'fIlor Cl inton ,ic:nt'd thr Ik l'd to :'\1'\\ j cr u-akm on O r tober
10. 1792. The Fr iend purch a-ed rhe la nd fo r twcruv-five rent- an
;lfrl' with th e pr ovision t hat withi n ecvr-n ~ I"af', nne Iamil v would hi'
v-nlr-d 0 11 each <is-hun dred a nd fon y ant·s,~'· By 1795. t he value of
the land had inr rea-e d to six dollaf' an acre.

~t·\, j eru-alem flouri- hed. ami thr Friend ma narx-d affaire with a
fin n ha nd..\ to p Shepherd'< H ill. , lit' built a grr at mansion , which
wa ' alwav- 0 p"n to a ll. The hou-e. w hich ovcrlook-, the bea utiful
Ouvanoea \"allt' ~ a nd L ake Keuka . "a~ oun plcted in 1796. I n the
fml'r, th{' Fr iend ' Iuud on 1111' ,tain\ ay lalld inc: ,HI d pr radwd 10 he r
follow('"". J em ima snlflwd till' c,\·il p r,ulitc' o f drink in ~ , a nd on (lITa
~ifln ffllm ht' r ' I<t i n\ a~ pulpi t , silt' Jlla y h<l\e h('('n heard [(T iting- :

Flom ("I \·il pl. lO tio·, a lt' la in, and n'ny ,,11ll'r ,in.
F .-c' 1I1 d rinkilll.: \\h i,kl·y.I>l'lndy. I IJl ll . likl'\,i ,,' f rom lI olla nd g:ill.
F(lr il will rnakl' 1111" ritli I ll a u P'M'!. ;111 !J"Il,·, t Ill<lll a kna\T.
It will I,ly lht· ridt'r i ll till' d itlh
T I1l' drullLlld ill hi, gr;l\"'.""

.\ nd the sinfu l dt'('(I~ of h0I11('11 \\ ( ' IT not Id l 10 1)(' fo rc:o\te ll.
O ld \' O Ill ;) l1 !In ,t \fl yOll I (";Ill
:\0\\ la kr' a Frir'm]', ;ld\,i('C'
I. a ~ hy yO U I s!lull t ' ;) ,!, ow' a lld ,II I
And tim", a wa y your pilH" .
Your ll p p l' 1" lip i, a l \\a~, dlllwd
Y O U I" no,(' is tillgr'd with rl'd
Y O li !;lkl';\ pilld l i ll \·itl wl' ban d

~'lbid'I' , l h:l,

~". \d"'ll', ,.,p, ril,.1' :.!'i:l,
"" i "'nri,'b '-Iud I'utl <'l' , "/,, ,II ,I'. I I,l l.

"TIIE PUBLIC" U:'\ I\' ERS .-\1. F R IEAD"

I" J II M I ' <:tWII\' l~,

( :omlll "n" ','l i" " , s l" ...i"li,t. [ " " '," ,, >;1 ( :orlJ(" "I;Oll

1,'ond"cl..c1 from IklOh,·r, 1""7,1,. 1121

I" C(l's ~:Q I· .SC.: 0 '- Llu- angry f('('l in g~ toward her and ln-r 'I" !.

j cmima l!t't id"d 10 "('n ll';1 n,]oll~ in which t he Unit ed Fr ie nds would
be fret' from intr ude-tv. In 1781, -he -cn t EIl'kid Shearman to t'x pluf('
rhr- n·.~ ion' of 1I1'1)('r AI'w York S t'lIt' ..\ ftn Shearman had ret urned
with rr po rt' o f a prolll i, ing la nd. a rornmit n-r- com pri-ine ' Thuma-,

1I .l thawa~ , Kil ha rd Smi th and Abra ham f)a ~ ton , h as appointed to
tlo [urthcr (·'\plor;ltio l1 . The group invectigat ed the I't'lIn,~h-ania

inte-rior, t he-n f"lIm' nl till' route of Gr-nr-ral Sullivan", a rmy to Kana
dc,aga . in ~('h York. Thn traveled 011 to Ka-honc. wher r- th ::,\ we-n
en tertained h~ the- French t ruder-. Poudre and De Bart zch.:" T l\('
th re-r- rm-n n-tumcd to rhr- Friend a nd. when t he ir reports confi rmed
Ih(N' of Shearman . t he Fr ir-ml prepared to -cnd Iorth a "(,ttl ing pa r'\.

In .It11l(' l i RA. tw en t v-fivc member- ga lhert"d at Schc·!l(·t'I;uh .
where th('y made prepa ration- for th e ir jo umev. and in .\ ugu'l. the
gro up arrived ,II (:il\ H ill. about one mi lt" -ourh of the - prc,,,(·1Jt
lI re-ah-n . ~('h York ."

T h{,\ plan ted t hei r fi"t trop'" and. in 17Wl, tht'\ ha rvr-c te-d thd\('
arrc-, of w Iwa l. TIU' '.lIllt' yt'a r, Ri r hard Smith , ,Ia llll" Pa rka, and
.\ h ra ha m Ih~ lo lI HI!1't n u ln! a gri~t lIl ill - [hI' fi""t to h~' rai'l'd in
:'\ew York, wt"' 1 of S('IUT" L" kt·.: fI

.-\ _a w m ill wa~ ael'lt'd , a nd th l'
<;('u lef": I)(' c:a n to huild their fi N fralll c' h Oll'l"".

Sa ra h Kil'h a n k thl' (hid a(h ,i"{'r of Ihl' 'l'fl, tran'!rd to Cit \ H ill
in 17H!l, 10 rq)o rt har k to Jem im a co nd it ions Ihc ft' . f or SO!1W n:a"llll ,
, Ill' d i, likn l h hat sl\(' sa w and Idl the -.en a ho c:ellll' r.

In l i ~ln , llll' l :n i\Tr,al Fr il'lIt] n 'IlHlw d ti l Ibe m'w ft ,I(,n\ , hh it'h
a t tilt' tln ll' r1tltll lwl"n l tll ll-hundred a lld sixty inhabilant-.

Thl' Ind ia lls an t'p 't'l! t he Frit,tlll fro m till' fi"" t illH' ,h e appt'a l"nl
allhrll g t hl'm , T hn ra lln l llt'r ..Shill l1t·c·\·anag-is-Iaw-gt·... o r lhl" (;n 'al
\, 'ol11 a n I' n · "dwr. ~ ; In 1 7 ~ l l , .Jem im a accom panied tht' Illd ia n, to
:'\ ~'wtoJl for th l' , i~ n i llg of lht' Pitkn ine; Tr(' a t ~ and . in r7~l --l , sill'

~ l \ d , ,,,,,, "p , ';1.1', 2">1
~:' lbid" 1'1'. 2; [.:.!'i:.!.
~ " lbid. p. 2')2,
~; I I ,· "ri,l',r lL d !'uW'r, oJ' ,;1,,1', I ti'l
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T ht'll ll:0 In mixinc hn-ad.
Inlt'lIll)l'ranct' oftr-n ,huI' , il"l·lf
In d res- as \\("11 as d rink.
YllU Il~ ladie... I h i ~ ynu know j. tn ...
And from it \ OU should -hrink .
Rut larin J;: t i~ht is ""r' t· th ,lII all
fk " an' of vm-h a cu r",'
It i nj ures health, produt"l ·, d";llh
O il what can IlwTf' l-x' \1(lP" -. ~1

j vmima'<most intimal r- fr i...nd. Sar<th Richards. died in I i !13 an d.
after her death, Rachel .\Iali n I....ra rm- one of the gre a t"'1 intlucno-s
on the ...-rt and the Friend. The v-et had be r-om r- mnrc -ubdurd \1!J r-n
Rad wl joined and th... -cnsational i..m faded. Rarh r-1did not prole" to
fit' a prophetess. She en joy(,d her life in thr- new :'oCIl JenH' llt a, l '

evident in the following let tcr tu it friend in New Erutland:
It i, SO liU' ~Tar' -ino- I have hid adieu to the- \ \ ·o.-ld a nd n-tir ed
in to th i. wild/·rm·" . .. it \Ia . th..n that I ch ose tlu- Lord for mv
po rt inn. and took hi, IO\T alom- for my rrea sun- .. , I th ink I f.·d
my,, ·lf happy in exploti ne Ihn....· shadv g rn\TS. thr- woods olTn
their vhadr-v, an d the fu-ld -, tlwir ha r\T' ts and Iflt, hill, Ibtt.'r wilh
;m t 'x t.' n ~i ,", ' view. and tht' vall.·y ill\·i\o"s wilh ,ht"ltt'T. fra~ra n. ",
and !l011l'''' -olilud.· i, pl.·.IS;lllt 10 III(' : th is Ill 'W Ilo rid is ri"hly
ad" T1 lO'd wilh hill, and I· a lln . ~ ~

Dll ri ll~ Ihe ,t rug-gli n!.:" fir"t y(';lr" I,f Ihe new cnlo ny. Ihe Fr i" 1H1
rt·laim·t! the faith a nd 1()~ alt ~ of Iwr Ix'o pl,'. dm' ma inly 10 hn _~n,"1

manat,:enll'nl and mateTll<ll ,tll itlldt· tllllan! her follower" ;\Il l! n" t .... .
l11 u,-h to h,'r rdi~i(lll~ dn(trin~. ' \ ' pn "'p"ril ~ !leg-an In l)l' (,\idnll .
t ht, nrl·d f'Jr a " molher" gn' ll I."", and the JX'np k l.:n' ll ilion'
iIH1T"f)l"Hk nl. The umnarri"d fn utfmpla led laking mall'''' and. hdort'
l on ~ . inl rude " ~tarted 10 ('nnn;lIh upon :\ew J enl -.,;t1n u , T rollhk
anN' within the "Cd dllriu~ Ih. ' "MI ~ pa rt (If IROO, ;llld Jam,', Pa rker
and Judt:,· POHn n·"'i t:ncd .

Bd nre J ud.t:e POlin ' ", n '", i_gnalioll . he "Ceured pa pn.... from many of
Ihl' mloni,t" re!ca",ing: a ll th. ·ir land '" to him , Wh en hi' n " 4Pwd . hI'
r har,L!t't! Ihl' Fr iend wilh bla ~p I 1l' T1lY and hrou ght h... r hefort' till' gra nd
jury'l l Canandaig ua. I'n ' ~ id i ll ,~ wa~ J udge Amhro~' Spt'll, ·,'r. who

:II I/';,f.• l' I lil .

a~ llJid .• Il , ltd .

re-ma rked th ai J, ·m iuM "wn-c .... urn-wh a t Ih"alrk ,11 ill m anner a nd
ma ncr. and among ot he-r t hings. a-scnr-d tha t if her t1o(lr i ne~ wen
bla-phcm ou -. then 1111' pri lH-ip';ll witnc- s- . J lld l.:;(· Poncr, \1 ;1-'" a bla-
ph-mer nl.... l. for hr- had -ub-cribed 10 all her doct r iru-c. and had nOll

renounced hi" Llilh ." l l j emima'< -pcec h, ah houu h reuarded a'
" I r;l\ din!.:" nu l of tlu- n-cord.":" won the jun. and , Ilt' \' .1' acq uiued.
After the indict ment Il a ' dropped . Jem ima wa-, a- ki-d to ..peak . ,rhell
, h.' Iini- hed her ...-rmon • .J ud~t' Spencer replied. ·',r.·have heard glllld
(nu nril : a nd if w t· live in ha nnonv with I' hat thi-, woma n h ac told ' I ~ .

wt- <hall h(' su n- 10 hI' good people lu-re , and reac h a fina l re-t in
h,·a \·en . · · ~ ~'

Judgt, Pott er wa~ not abou t to accede to j cmima. an d he broug ht
a suit of r-jrr- tuu- ru ag:a ill ~t her . H e <till held the rell-a...· pa;x r", and
wa~ willin g to fight for the land which he believ ed to Iw rightfully his.
The ca-c wa~ tried IX'fo l"e Ch ancellor Kent and , ;I t '('tordin ~:: to the
plaintiff's t" a~(' . .Judge l'oucr Wil~ pro ven 10 bethe owner of the land,
for which he held rt'1t ·;\;,j' papt·N. " 'h ell J cm ima took Ihe stan d. <he
drew a docurneut from her po rk r- t , which proved 10 ht, "a lllo~t

form ida ble pa rt-hmrnt, h;l\ ·ing appended to it two- hundred ....-al-.
wilh th(' ~igIM lun'" of ;111 b"r followel'. e:wmplifinj h~ t ftl' gn'at ~"a l

.If th.· Sla ... . cn l if\ ing Ih;lt it had be('n duly ren ,n it'd in Iht· S.·,r('t;l~
of Stah" ~ (J Ilin ' . lon g: pn'\·ioll' to Pottcr' ~ re"' ;t....'. It l)lln' Ihe ..;tn lt'

da le a_~ Ihe de('d" whid l h;ld h.·en g: iH n 10 hn pt'uplt-, It cclll, tit uled
the Friend .... ,1,· In "It·(· for her follower". anJ rt'fn rin.c; In Ih.· dt'(',k
modified them lh u' : 'That Ih,' inter<"'ot in th t' land,. l!: ranted h~ -.;lid
d(',·d~ , ...houltl ht' hd d no longtT Ihan the 'lIh'>(rilx." k ;I'< of ...... id
b nd,. h~ an~ nwml)l·r . , houltl operale a, a fnrfeitur.' of hi", rig ht;
Ih;lt nOlhing ,!Jould 1M'" 10 t ht· purcha~ r . h ~ ;U I\ ' ltdl ..;.It- . hilt Iht'
bnt! , flO UId rt"\ e rt to t ilt' -";Iid Jemima : _ . ~~ J n n inM \\ 011 the ' ·a....·.
:lIu l J ud c:!' Pott t'T lefl If... n lllrl room in di~~ r;I ( T wilh a la rge hill of
t""l lo pa y.

Ji ll!gt· j 10 lln n ' t u Tlu·t1 t il Rh,"k I, lan d Il ith tilt' illlt'llI lo IT(ln llp~

hi, old hOITH,..tl'ad . 1 11 ~l l · a d . lit" foun d that I'uhli t" "l'lll illlt"1I1 11;1'" ' liIl
.lg-ai rl' l him. 1ft· "'lll ! " ( li d ,\ hl ,,"" ill l H()7. ;11[(1 It·tll l"l lt'd III Ill<'

;1 :1 ,\ J :",,,. " 1'. , i/ .. I' ~''d

:HI lJid .. 1'. 2H.
:I"Sla lTo " l C . <:1",·"1;.,,,1. Il i,/", l' ,",dD i,rcl <H \' "I l""l r J (.'" " nl)' . I ( I'n m Ya ll.
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" T he Publick { '"iNn"l Frie" d" January

(;I'n~f' I"Oll/lln \\ here he finalh v-nk-d.
J r tnirlla cent Abraham l Iavt on 10 Canad a during t he r ni-under

~I a lld ill~ in onk r 10 find a I~t'\' "ill.' t here for a f'(llll!l\ . Con'mor
Simn .. made a erum o f land in B"au ford Tow n-h ip , hut he ;\ften \ a n l
r" \"f ,krd the Kra llt "a \'ing that lilt' "'ll 'i"t\ wa" a nl:'l\ "'l't"! , and he did
nut w i-;l . lu-i . . '. hi . ~. IIn tocnrouraur- I r-n- rmnugr.unm mill l" terruorv .": OWf"\"I'f.
Ih" gr~n l wa" mad,' 10 Da cron him-a-l l, who moved 10 'C a nada with
hi" LlT ll ih ' and hi' died "ho~ll\' tln-rcafn-r.

Wh.- . .
n her friend" all bccan to leave- her, J em im a lx'ramc a heart

hrok"n....'om a n. She was afllirn-d wit h drop-c. hut "he never con-uhed
;1 P~\ '-it- ian . Her "tT m ing ly perpe-tual hea~t~ faded a" the di-ea-e
f o ntmllally di"figurnl her. Travcb-r- pa-ced bv "im ply to gape a t rhi-,
t.::odd~ abou t wh om rhcv had beard "'1 much. The Fri" 1ll1 refu -ed no
traH~ the ho-pit al itv ~f her homc ; her door \"a" ah\ay" o pe n to
them. I !le-.e people al e her food and accepted her ~f'llI· rO"i l y. hut
a lwa~, Iheir tllllgm '" were in cheek a" they' plagued her with mockinc
q Uf";I IIIf1s.

\"l l\ i t h ~ I ;1I 1d i ll l! Ihl" ladv had rt-n'i\"('d ou r leucr as '\( '011 as ~!U '
fJ1Tu' honn-. 1\1 ' '\ 1 en- suffered to wait ill her kin-lu-u tlm-c-Iourths
of , I ll hour without anv off,"!" of n-f'reshnu-nt. Iwfo n ' \11' WITI '

adlnitll'd to an audi, ·nn:.
'\ t bSI her prim\' mini-a..r <llllwan'd to ("(lIldul"t Il ' into her

pr~~" I\("t.. l l 'T ll ;l llll' is J{ a" llt·1 ~1 .-J1 I'Il: she is fro lll I" 'nn"d \·a nia .
alI(J has \ il'ldl·d a considerable fOl1 uTw to tht, U~I' of thl ' Fri,'nd ...
Sh,. rose to m('!' t U~. a nd ~hook hands with us. A~ <;oon a~ w(' \ " (' f('

'talf'd. I o!,"'l' rn d Iha t thl" f'lId of ou r \" i~it was to ~ral ih' ou r
furih~i h". a mI to "btain such illfon na lion a~ ,he could g-i\'(" \l~ as to

u.'H,cu!ia, itit.... of her rt:'" lie: iom tt'llI't s an d hn mod,... of \Hlf'<hip.
Sb,.. took no notice of an y implit'd inq uiry ... \\' 11I'1i WI' prt''''I-d
hr,.too f!cl'iJ:h Iw r n·ful!:e "a" d..dama tion "hi("h ("(lTltilHlt'd unt il
t"r pati'·lIn ' W'I~ n.:hau"ted . an d t!rt· ~Uhj'T I o f u ur illtlllin 10M .

H" r .. biIl1' to ;1 d i\i m' (olluui" inn . \, h irh WI"!"t' Hot OI" 'Tlh ""la l,·d .
I:.lt f!o,,·ly impli" ,lto us, il wa~ JMrtinllady d itfin \lltn inj un' hn
I 'J , ~ r" l\d . SIll" a pl.M'an·d s()l1ll'wh,il off('nd ed 1\ IWll I lo ld ht"i' . that
Jknl'w of tHo otlwr I..~t of di \·iIW aut hority hut mir;\l ulolls pOI" 'r ;

,:n" \\ " lIld ~ I ll' "'plain to Ill" 1t"\1 J lllil.?;!ll dt'l'Tt illlJ""itiol1 . .
Ih ., ... . SI I , .lIll'n l.l 1>o ' I\I '!" all ' \"1gun,u, . . 11' 1;1" <!("U!<" Ilt"" a l1l "l lIllllllg
~nd IIlU,t lH" 'kilJo.d ill Illllll;U1 lIa lulI", tn 113\'1' g:ai lll'd ~'llh all

a...-e-ndrmv ovr-r ""Illany" mind-; I \\0" ,1"tOlli~hl-d at the d,'xtnily
with wh i(h ,II<' evaded o ur qllt " lion " and at th e- 'l.;I1I W time <hI'
r-ndeavon-d to r-urrap us.: "

Un fonunan-l v. t he life of j crnima \\'ilkiINlII i" r-rroncouclv
n-gardcd h~ m ..n ~ .." our o f want onne-v- a nd -canda l. \l o"t o f the
,L:: \li lt for t hr-a- IX'lid" lies with her biographer. Hud-on . with till'
l\t'w" p"pe r" w hic h ca rried di"paragin g: ar ticles about all the cu rhu-i
a"I" a nd, rrgTI'tla hly, much of the blame must he horne h~ J em im .l \
own followf'" wh o rlaimed that t he F riend \\a" Chri-t in H i" 'o(Tond
{"t Im ing..'\ ' Tonling: III provision - ill J ('n l ima ' ~ will , her pafXTs can
m-vr-r lx- read : ron v-q ucmlv . manv doubts abo ut her character will
neve r be clea red. hut there i" no rea-on 10 di scred it fu-r ill ;IIIY wa y.
,\ ;; Robe rt P. SI. J ohn "0 a p tly pbra-cd : "The-e who rtmvidcr allthe
evidr-ncr- judicially "ill conclude thai rhr- re-al Jem im a Wilk in-o n W ;\ "

the product o f the romant ic a nd cred ulous t ime- in whic h -he lived
and \\<1" a rl'l i.l::"ioll " cr nhu-ia-t, o r zealot, o r Ianath-, hut not an
advem urc« or cha rla tan ."

jcmima \\' ilk ill"-lII m ust be g in-II a grea t deal of cn-dit fo r helpin g:
to opr n the gatl'~ o f the Old Xonhwcst. She ha d uo fear< of the
im m inen t da ngy rs of that wi ld coun t r v : I'royidelln· W ,I ' her pmH'("
tor, 11 ('1" a pllsl1l's ha d planted their first no~ when the grea t road
from Ph ila delph ia to Fort T ioga was declared pa"sahll' in 17HH.

" T he Friend hath Il(Td o f the'o( ' t h ings' · i" a fal", · "ta l(" ll\e nt h~ a
mi "informcd hiol.;raphn. Carefully kepi jo u rn a l" "hm\ that " \Try .gift
ft'(cin:d hy tilt' Friend wa" repaid , Jemima \\" i1 k i ll "'- lIl ' ~ w ill prm "idl'd
Ihat all he r worldly l!:ood, lx' Ix'q ueat hf'll in tnN to R;u hd ant!
~ larl!are l :\lal in , and thai th(' fXlflr l11emhl'r< nf Ihe .'iOt " il't ~ he pm 
\'i(kd with \\ha tf'wr th("~ Ileed l'd a" lon "~ a" the ~ , ha ll n' m a in fait h ful.
In her will it \\ ;1' written ; " He il f('ml'm ocf('d, T ha i in order to

remmT a ll douh'" o f Ihe dill' ('Xl'c u lion of tl\l' fo n ',t.::oing \\' ill and
T estament , 1)I:'ing III(' ptT"tlll who l>f'fon' t he ~ ea r o m ' thnll "a nd -.en 'll
hUlldr('d a nd "t'\enty -'o(' \ cn, W<l" known a nd e liit'd h~ lilt' nam,' (If
J em im a \\, ilkilN ln , hut since th;11 tillw ;I~ the t:niH'r"al F r il·nd . d o
\\\akl' puh li(' and lk d a re. Ihl' wi lhi n in, trUlllt'n l. a " 1lI ~ 1;1'1 \ \' ill a nd
'!"(·stament . a" wit t1 I'",,, my hand an d "I'a l t h i ~ Sl·n·nt l·t·nt h day o f tht'
'«'\ellt h month J ll l ~ ill the YI',H Olll: Ihousa nd l'i,ght h undred allli
I' ight een '" J l'm illM !lewr adm iHt·d th ;,t ' !It' had not d il'd in 1776 , a nd
~ h t' lIl'nT \\ ro ll' her lIa n1l' hut ~ i t.:: lIl'd \\ ith a ITO~~ .



:!·I P'ITty <:h'lOl f:m hroil . Rhude IJll/lJd r J a n UM~
Par/r Cham Embroils RhOt11' IJItJlJtl

Lven on her <ka1hhnl. thr l ' nin 'r<a l Fr iend rerr-ived Friend- and
follo\\l"["", and their Iait h wa.. enliqhte-ncd hy hr-r m\n demon-aration
tor HllIral.::l' and faith ,

"~ I~ Iricnd-, I IIUI_t "')on depart ." ..Ill' ..aid on Juh I. IRIlI, " I am
I.::oin l.:: thi .. night I h-ave ~nu."

That niuht an Cl1lf~ \\a" made in the Death: Hoo~ olthl"So(idr 01
l ' nit'emll Frirn d s: ":!5 rninute-, P;\_t Iwo em the rloc k. the Friend
\\1'111 from here."]"

I' ,\RTY C H .-\OS E~I BRO I LS RHO DE IS I.A;\1()

b" I' Il ' U I' A. (;M\ ,"T, JR" PIl .D
O"pJ rt rnr nt of fl i'lo ry, Vn;\"rr,ily of DJ~' I " n

[cond ud r d froll} O!"loh,'r" \"li7. p, 12jl

Til . (;\ ·BF,R:"ATORI....1. f, U :CTIO:" of IRJ-I was held in April. a month
in \\ hu-h the Hank cor uroverw had prnhabl~ reached its zenit h. II
\~a" a popular r-lecrjon, omducu-d on a ...tau-wide level. and in {'\I'~

",'n_{' iI reu-onablv accurate gangl" of <tan-wide sentiment . The \\ ' h i t:~

wr-rr- deu-rminr-d to un-cut J nhn Brown Franci-, the incumbent
Ik moc: r.ll i(' l::0\ ("rnor. and it \~;l" expected that thc:~ wuuld pUI
forward their ~Irnng<"'t I)ll"--ihk r-andidare in order to n't:;lin ( ..ntml
of till" Slale 11011 '0(".

TIll" \\·hi.g"" nominated SnMlor :'\c'h('miah K night for .l::o \t' lI1Or.
S!'IMlor Knigh t wa~ a thirl~-I\\fl-~(';Ir \ '("tcran of I)lliiti ral nlmhat,
;Ill ;Inklll rOI' of Jack"' lIli;lIl Ikmon acy. a nd pl."rhap" Ihe 1ll,,,1
n"IH'\\llnl pu hli(' figure in Khodt, 1 ~land al tha i lim(', ILwing _("f\Td
a" a IIll'ml)('r (,f t he Rh tl(!l- I_];\ml i loll"'-' in IBO'2 . K night laler (llfll
pif'd the posilions of rink or Ihl' ( :o url of ( :OIll mlln Plt·a.., tlnk "f
11ll" Cinllit Court . and COII(·(tllf or ClI..toms. In I R1 7 111" Ictd Il(Tn
t'knnl .g()\TrrlOr, and , ..ftn fom ~ I'ars llf -.e rvin' in th at ollieI', had
1)l'l'n pr lllllol t'd to th t" Unitt'd Sta tl's Se ll'l l1', ha\ 'ing aCCl utl ll[att"d
fllllrt tTIl ~ t'ars of "'l"nio rity hy IHH,H In no minat ing K night , t hl'
\\·h i"..... t"/llloN'd a \('fY formida hle candidate.

(;o\"cmor Franr i.. \\;1" ron..id('r;tbl~ ~"lIn~.'r than St'n:tlOr K nizhr
and was handil ';lppnl bnh by hi.. Philadelphia birth and hy hi.. rela
ti\t'I~ brief nine \( 'aT"' of political experience. Franci.. had ..pent four
~ea,"" in the R hode l -la nd Hon-e and two war" in the Slatl" Senate.
T he Xat ion al Rcpublk an-, had chosen him for t:O\n nor in lR31.
and" although he <!f'llilln! thi .. nomination, he had received ..urh a
hearty endor-emcm h~ till' Xational Republican prr,.. thai. \\ hen
hrouqht forward for I.::0wrnor h~ thr- Democrat- and Antimasonv in
18:U, the m'\\_papn.. fou nd it difficult to attac k him." Although
Fra nci .. had emerged \'ictorious h y 0\"('"[" .....-ve-n hundred votes in 1RH,
Ihere was rr ason to 1)(·li("\,(· that he would 1M" unable to pre\"("nt
Senator K night from rrudicating th is margin ,

The IB:H C!t-nioll was extremclv d ose. hut (~o\Trn(lr Fran cis ulti 
matelv prevailed nvr-r Senator K n ight by a \"lI ll' of :l,fi76 to 3..'l 20.~n

An exam inat ion of t ht- elect ion sta tistics revealed that Governor
Francis d id not fa re w ry \n·1I in the loca lit i("s w hich had memorialized
Co ngrcs.s in flppo ..ition to the l' rr-..ide m's ha nk poliril·s. Th is was
especially true iu tlu- two lU O..t prominent rommunirir-. Xewpon and
Providenr-c. Senator Knic hr ca rried Xewport ,,~ Ilw d ("('isin ' ma rgin
of '2R.'l to 151, \\ hih- he IOPTX'd Francis in Prm id('m 'e b~ the whop
ping margin of 911 to 242 .~~ Excl ud ing the-e 1\\0 comm unit ies,
Franc!.. had a rnajoritv of nearly a thou-and H Ilt'S. H i.. grealesl
electoral -trength wa" conce n tra ted in rural \\'a..hinetou Ccuntv"
and in his horne lawn. W arwick. Although he \.as decisively defeated
in several of the commercial centers, his majorities in many of the
smaller town" we re sufficient to insu re his re-elect ion. The \\'h i~ had
pUI forward their be-t candidate to oppo'o(" the l,:oH·mor. at a lime
when thou-and.. of Rh()(!e I..la nde rs werr- enraged at Ihe cu rn.:lln
polici('S of the :'\at ion al (It:m on al ic Admini"lra lioll , T h(' defeal of
Senalor K nighl \\.'" intkt'd a Hu.hin~ HIlt' for It\(' \\' hig.. and o!J\'i·
oll..ly a gra tify ing nn(' for the Ikmocra ls. In lR:U, Ihe Demon ats
were a minori ly parly ilnd ha d ~t" t to enjm the rru its of \'irlofY in
Rh ode h b nd , Their dl'l tora l l riulll ph of Iha t \Ta r W;\S alh it'\Td in
thl" Illid..t of a Jln iod of pros]wril y. T heir 1H:!·1 triu m ph. 11I l\\t'wr,

\c'Jrvillll fI , Kid llll;\lI, "John BIO.... " h am ;.,: ' VAIl \· [,I'I'"7'/·'ltlO ,
IO:/(lwd~ 1,1",,,I ,\t ',, , u,,I. I ' I.'I; . I ' I.l tl. p . 21J:1 .
I'Sr,, 'p <>T/ ,\{ncur l', ,\l'r;1 Ill, 18'1 .'1 .1' 2.
\-Wa~h;n'(t"n (:00101' " '" tl\l" "nl~ "Ollll l ' ill Khn<l,· f , I.' lIJ ",h if f, rdra;r".J

IHlIlI 1I ...",or ; 'II ; ~ ;I"t 1:"11'(,"-' "n II" , B,mk '-1""' 1;""
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occurn-d durin .:.: a rtTn "ion , ;1 recr-xion larg-dy attributed to rlu
Dcrnocrnric I'nn v, III \'it·w of this, th e vic tc rv of Gon 'rn or Fr nmic
1l1~I~t have lx-cn n·';l'...,uring: to him...d f a" wi'll as 'g:rati fyin~ to hi" l};I rty.

I he f'H I thai the- 1'('0;)1,: of Rhod e b lan d had awarded it mujorit v
10 thr-ir Dt·mod .lt i" .:.:" n rn" r. and y(·t had t" letw d ;t \\ 'h iK HOIl'o( ' \\a~
a not her hinl that .\ "rom-n-borouqh" c -tc m preva iled in Rhodl'
l-Iand. Thi-, <ann- I loiN ' would memorialize Co uares... rhe (olI(,win"
month and would pa rt if ipa l(' in the election of a I ' nircd Stah::
-en ator Ihl' (·ll"llin.ll: j anuarv. T hu-. alt hough the r-lrcturate had
voic ed their nm lid,' ntT in a Ik mocrat ic governor. rhcv had elccted
a. Huu-e· whic h multi exhi bit it.. hO"t il it ~ to the J ack,,,--" ; Admini...tra
tum and would more tha n likr-lv guara ntee the election of a \\"hig 10

rr pn·....-nt Rhode (, I;l1ItJ in the Upper Hou,e of the Twcutv-Iounh
Congn·...... .

TI ll' twu hUIN.... H( the Rhod e l..land k gi..lanm- con vened in
.January I R:FI ("r tlw purp' N' of dt·(·tin g a ..ucce-,..o r ttl Senator
Kniuht. fL\\' i n '~ dl't-idnl to ret ire from the Senate. Kniuht was wilkh
<u-pcc u-d tn 1.1' ;1 ra ndidan- for the governorship in I K~5 ..-\.. in 18.\:1.
Ihl' [)t ' lll , Ol r.I'-" anti .\ nlima .;,,; m.. bi!t'd to uni tt" in beha lf of a ('OlUlllon
c lIIlIidat(". T Ilt' W hig no mi llt·c \\ a,,, .-\ IIx> rt C. G re(" lle. whi le: I h(~

) ) ("1110 ' rOl l'< a~'lill .... ·I(·I 'tt·d t:l i...ha R. l'ot llT. and th c .-\ llIim' l-'iOns chu"C'
W illiam Spraguo:'. Jr. '" Thl' Wh ig" ('a"ily had a plurality of Ihl' k gi...
blun·. bUI not .. ll1 ..j"r i t~. On Ihl' fil"t ballot in the morning: of
J an ua ry ~L tht· \'o l("s were as follows : Green e 39 ; Po{{C'r :10;
Spraguc I I : Cnngrcs..man Burgcs I ; Senator Knight I . Unfort ll
na ldy. ( :n·l'llt· reached hi.. peak 011 the d C"\ 'enth ballot , al which po inl
th(' count ra n : G rtTIlt· ·t I : Pott er 29; Sprague II ; Knight I .'"'" Tw o
conclud ing: b.dl" t.. w,'n ' l"ontlur h'd on thl' a fte rntKm of Ihe followin g
da y, O n bot h hall" t.; Ih(' \'ott'" n'l11a ineJ ..ub"lantia!h- Ih(: ..anH', and
finally !t il' t\\ O hou "C'" n'aH/x u tht, futi lit\ of furthn 'ballots and di,,·
s(lln·d ...·' En 'n had Ihl' Ik lllun ats an~1 .-\ nt imaSOlls agreeJ til l ;1

lllu lual ('an d ida lc', t l\l' \ ult· w" uld IJlldu uhlt'd ly haw elHkd in a -l l· ·~ I
li,·. The ultimalt' del'i... ion wa" postpo ned unt il tht' )"lav ",·,,,ion of ti ll '
Il'gi"hllll n·. thu" making: it Iliur e important Ihan ('wr 'fu r Iht' \Vhi!"",
a:1I1 DC'l1lon aI.. to "1rive ror SI H' CT " " in llw for th com ing .-\ pril c' ll'n iotls.

~ " ( :" rml l, "p , 61.. p, ",f';.
'·"....ru ·p"'I.\!n'u.I'. J.IlIU"" ~ · I.IB:l,r,.p 2.
:d lbid .

T he Dcnuurat -, reuominau-d {;owrtltlr Franri... in IRY}. « hih- the
Whi.t.:s o nr r- more 'o(,knl'd S"IMt" r Klli.L:hl a" their rand idatl'.r.~

Ah houch the cnndidau- ... " ("fl' !!\(' "' lIlW ;1' in IFU4. !llI' Hank q UI'..tiun
wa.. rnpidlv eva poratinq. a nd in no tJ('g n'l' did it domin ate the r-am
pai cn..-\'" in the prcviou... vca r, the n-cuh wa,' amazinJ,:h d o",,'. but
(;o\"t'fnor Fraru i.. " ulpoll('ti Senator Kn iJ,:ht .I.HBR tn 3.7 i l .'"''1 Knight
d id exrc ptionallv \\ 1'11 in the ..tra t(·git, com mu nita-, tlf Xewport a nd
Provid ence. winni ng: 318 10 1.·,0 in t lw Iormer tow n a nd RR8 to 28:1
in the la tter.Col T he remainder of Ih(' , t;\11' \\ , I'" \ \ 0 11 hand ilv hv Franc ie.
and in nl'a rly 1'\'C~ n-cpe rt t ill' \ I'n lid o( IRrl \\ a-, a rr plit:a of that
fl f the prcccdine vr-a r,

The rrmte--t for n mtr"l "f the Rho,k ld.md Hon-e. like the \orrl"
-pond inc one for the J,:o\(· rIlop-hip. wa' \T~ d o....-. T he final r('''II It,
div -lo-ed th at the W hit....... would have thirtv-ccvcn nu-m bers in th at
bodv. while the Democrats would have thirt~ -fivc:;:;

l n th e State Senate the \\ ' h i~ won fou r ....·.lIs. the D n ll ocra b ca p-
tured two scats. and thrre wa" no r hoke for the remainin g fou r -cat .

due til the ab-e-ru-e of majoritie-. Three of II II' (our \'ieto~ioll" Wh it.......
had ma jorities les.. than t\\I·nh·....·\(' n \"olr". while th(' two "IJ(Tt·.., f'ul
Democrats l'ach had lIu joril ie.. 11)\\('r than 1\\e1w \'o les..\ ,hift of
t\\l'n ly-fin" \·ot!';" in four di..t rin .. would h;l\'c l.': in "n thc Democrat..
cont rol of Ihe Statl' Srnall'. \\ hi l(' a ,hih of O llC hund red and ..ixh 
thn'l' nllt's in Ihrer: additional d i'lrin , would haw .gua ranll'ed th(~
n ('morra ts niHr of a p"..... ihk ten '«·at ".:"1 The l'xt rl'm('h' d IN: nmhosl
for gU\'l'fIlor would IT rta ill l ~ 1M' of l'nll"id('rahk i m ptl ~tann' for tht·
..tat ('. hut th t' I'\Tn d lN 'r \'ott' for 11ll' Hou .;,,; · and S('na le would ht· <I

tk lerminill ,g fa rt or in Iht' r k n iol1 of a t jn ilnl Siall '" "('lIato r. an d t'c
lioll \\hich i ncdlah l ~ \\ "u ltl haH' nat ional d f' Tt...

:'~8,jsIQI GIl~f'llr lind /o"<I ", j/) C "",pllnj" " ( Ih i" " t, :\ p r il II, 16 I'l l . p, 2 .
:·'1RllOdr I JIIlll d .H II" UII/. 1'l~ 7·1 ' I ~ ll , p . 20:1.

:· ~Vr".p"'1 M n r u. )" . ,\ I"iI18, lIi' l-i . I' 2.
:"' !'",ddr"cr D fli /r l ou" w I ( I' ,O\';li<"n..' ·• .\ I.r il 18. 18:1.''> I. p. 2.
:••\'1 h,' ,""I,· in llw '" d i,,, il'l ' ...,,, 'IS f"lln.... :

Firs l W hipplp, W. :18 2 1 lI i ll il , ~ , . D , :18 18 O lh,' "
Third King. W :1 8 11; W,'a l!lnlw;ld . D , " 8 15 n Ih,"" .\
Fuurt h Wr ,·d '·n.W. :18 :U ;o.; " Y'·' . II , : ~ 8 1 -1 Oll",rs 2
Fifl h Lo ,,·. \\' . '172-1 Sl'n H"n. D :'\tl l ; ( l l hn , 4h

S"v" nl h S I<'" n U", W . :1I1:1 I Wilk i",,, n. D, :1I12 1 Olhns I
;o.; illlh llru,,". w . :18 0 H Spink, D . '17 :\'; ( )Ihns lllH

T r u lh Ed ll, , W. : 1 8 ~ '1 1',,1\< ''' , Il :171h ( ll h,.,., 85
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:\.. Senator Kuur ht had ber-n IIn"\I,("(""..-Iul in hi.. quc....t.. for the
t::U\'rrnorship, he decided to atll"mpt -ecurinz re-r-k-cnon to the
Sena te. and wa" prnmpt l~ accepted a, thr- nomi nee 1)\ hi, frUm,
w higs. The Democrats aga in cho-c Elisha R. Pot ter , and the fc'\,
rema inin g Anrima-on - conc urred with this choice. \\' hel1 the Iq ::-i"
la ture COnHIH'd in :\Ia y. KniglH wa" re-elected to t lu- Sen atc' bv the
na rrow ma rgin of 4 1 10 :lB.'" Had thr- Democ rat - \\ 0111\\ 0 add itional
- eats in either th e lI ou,1' or Sl'nalc', the y wou ld have had a majorit \
and thus could han' elect ed 0 111' nf the-ir own pa rtisan s 10 tht' x-nate.
For tlu-v-rou d time in two years, tht, \\ ' hig.. had ma na ged to e-lcct nm
flf their breth ren to Ihe Sena te In ,III cx tre nu-lv narrow ma rgi n. Xlorc
tha n ever be fore. 11lC' Ot'mocra t~ mu-t have ;eali l.ed tfu- 1It·I·c....."it~ (If
co ntrolling th e -tate leui-laturc.

l rnrnediatelv after the election of a United Slah'" -cnaror. the
\\'h i~" and rit·llltllr a t.; plun ccd into -criou-, preparation.. for the
congree-iona l r\ c'rtinn (.f .-\U~I"t IRJ5. The two Rh od e I..land con
gr('..... iona l sca t.. were divided betw een Duree Pearce, a <ta unr-h
jacksonian supporter. and Tri-t am Burgf"'. an cq uallv [crvent j ack
-o ni a n ad ve rcarv. It wa " a pparent tha t both the \\' hi.t::s and l jemocrat -,
would make de\('rm itwd hid.. to r\ eft two of tht' ir part y lllt'mher< to
rrpreS('nt Rhndt, h land in the T wenty. fourt h Congres~ ,

T ht' \\"h it:"" ~dlt'dllkd their f< ltlgn· ..."ional COll\l' ll1jrl11 lin J une :!·t
at f\e wport . .\ tOlllm illt 't' of Ih n ... frtrlll each county, a ppointed to
dt'I' ide Ihe .ongrc"iona l Ilom inatioli", ",'!er lt·d COI1t:: rc'"rnan Bllrt::t....
and Hen ry Y. C raJl"tnn a' the 1\\ II (- .l1Hlidall..... T h(, n >Il\Tlltio ll unani
mou"h 1'~dnN'd Hllrt.:c·, a nd Cran'lon ami "ub"C-,quenth pa' '''''d 1\\0

n""l llutiOll'" llt'it lwr of \, hir h !,crtainnlill Ihe c'nngr('",i,:nal deoion .
T he fil'l f('~oll1ljHII eiled thc' t'xpt'(lit,1lt~ tlf rc(·olllmc,Jltlill.g a pr(', i
tit'n tial ra ndid,ltt' to Ill(' pt.·npk of R hod e l"la mI for HUll, and
, tn'''''''d Ihe . hoin· of "a man \\ho Iller il' al1d rl1jo~" tht' unqualiflC'd
ct,nfidt'fl( I' I,f th t, frit'lUh (,f tht' ( :0 11 '1 iltltillll. nf the t '11illn, and of thl'
frl'l'dnm. safety ami \\I·lfa n' of thl' Rq mhlic', th n m t::hont our n lllllnnn
10Ilnln ." The "'"("(lIld re"" llllion ma inlained thaI Dan kl \\'eh' II'T
f ll l fille ~1 tht ,,,,· pn '''rrihr'(1 q ualifir at i(l1l', and arnl1"llin,t::!y nominat ed
\\'ch, tr r for Pn', itk nt of the Uniled State ".:,Q

:" P,o l'idotet D" i/j' J"~." ,,I. M a y I", 18 \ '1, p . 2.

:' -.\' ~ " 1'0. 1 .\ loCllty , J '''l<" 2 7, 1815, p , 2.

O n thr- f"lIm, int.: day the Dc'nu lI'ra t" a-sembled for their .ont.:TC"
, iollal convention. also at :\rw po rt. The Dem ocrats nnanimou-lv
nominated Cnn~rr...'man Pearce for rc-clcr t ion . and endorsed \\" illiam
Sprat:\Il' . l r.. a" h i" ru nning mate. Like th e \\"h i~ on the previoue
d .1v, t ilt' \) ,·tlllln at ' pa-ced no resolut ion~ Oil Ihe .l pproach in t:: r on u--t .
,'xrepl a promi-c to work honorable for th e t-k-rriun of their 1\ : 0

nomince- , Thr-v did , howr H'T, a pprm -I' t lu- nom ina tio n" of M a rt in
Van Buren ror j)n'"idl'nl and Richa rd .\1. j oh nson for Vire- Prc.ideut
ill t hr Ionhcominz national c·ktt io ll ~ . ami conv-q uenr lv rntifu-d
t he dec ision of tl;eir fellow DI'llIr.,.ra l" a t rlu- n-ccnt Balrimon
<:o l1 n·nlion. ~,\1

Tht' m o-t r-cu-nsive- p."l rty platf or m of IfU.'i in Rh ol!t- l d and ~\a~

adopted at th c' Am imasonic cOIlg"Tt'"ional convention on J uly 11 at
P rovi dence. The first resolu t ion att,u. ked the \ 1a"Clnit- O rder for
ful-elv pre tend ing 10 dissolve it'<Clf and ror openly drhint:: the [aw-, (.,f
the -tare 1)\ no t filing" annual return- 10 the v-c retarv of ,ta'(' of t hei r
uumbc r-, ;;nd c,lIkc' r<, The A numa-on- wert- al-o infuriated hv t he
\\ 'hi" nomi nat ion of Hcnrv Y. Cr'lll'l"n to Co ngrc-s. ina-m uch a"
Crnncton wa, alll'gc'dh a Rm al An h \ la"'lII. T he ol1l\l'lltinn in ih
ru-xt resolution a ( i\"i ", '~1 all A;u il11 a' " n, in Rh ndl' b lancl lo dltlti nlll'
ill " a "lead\' an d un wan'ring" pt'I"'I'\ t'I";lll{'l' in the gn' a l r;IlI"" in whi r h
Ihn haw ~·n .t.:agt'd ." T hr Ant ima"' Hl " in lhe ir third l"('''Ollll ioll ('on
rur~('( 1 in lht' Dt'l llOr rat ic nOl11 in,lti" lh of Pearcc a nd Spragu e for
<:Il nt:: rt·".'~ '

T ht' \\'h i~ had nominaled two nutewort h~ randidales ill Burt::e"
and Cran"t~n. Burg"cs had ..u('cr, "iw·ly «'"ryed as a member of Ihe
R hod e "land Hou"", chief ju"tirc' of the State SlIprrmr Court. and
prnft',-.or of nratn~' at Brown Unin'T"it\ , Fif"t e1~ct('d,~~u ~ :(lnt.:T(·"

in IR2:'l, he had I. 'en fe' tu rnt'd to tilt' HOll~ four 11mC'. (,ran'ton .
while t1l'arh- 1\ \('11I\ \ears \Ollll c;C'f than Bur~e" a nd not TH'arly a'
t'X pt'Ticwt'li in pol ilic~, l a ff~ir< a" IIII' !alh'L ha d 11C'\Trt lwle-.., -.er\ c '~
fiftt"t"ll \I'aT'S in ti l(' Rhmk b la nd !lou",-."C! ,\ few wn·b prior 10 hi '
tu,mill;;tio n to <:(,ngn·"'. Crallstrl11 h;H\ ;ld,kd 10 his , Iat lll"l' h~ Iwing

:' ''R ep " b Ji (fl!1 I1 ~ Tf, l d. J u ",· 27,18:1 ',.1' 2
""Ibid .. J ul- 22, lIn .~, p. 2. .
" IB urg... '. ("mli tirill '-;' n.... j, ron·n·d " I k ll~tI, in I{.'nq I.. II" ....·"", ,\fnlwl1 ,,/

T rista", R~ •.c ~', lJ.-il h u lalio ns I""" hi. '/irahe_, (In,} ,,,(,,,j,,,,,,1 " , lIrnc,
f'r"'-id..n...·• :-'1." .1,;,11. llrown :lnd (:" tlrl""'" l1U'l \ , I'll ',"· 1It ,

' ;~ "' h ~ P,./i li ,·,,1 H" ci. l n , p _:H".
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ck-ctcd spcnkvr u] tht' Hou-c.""
T he Democrats had made a wi-c decision in nomi na ting <.:ongre :o,...

man Pearce for re-e lccnon. Not ol\ l~ had Pearce been cruim-n tly
sucres..fu l in hi.. pn-vjou.. qw'sts for p ublic office,"! but al-o he had
emerged a.. one of Pn ·..idrnt j ackson's mo..1 fa ithfu l adher ent - in
Congre:o,.",. In W illiam Sp rag ue. J r., the Democ rats ha d a youthful and
vigorous pol itic-al figure. :\ form er Anuma-on . Sprag ue had -crvcd
four ~ ei\r. as ..pca ker of the Rhode Island Hou'o(' : ;:' befo re ..ullc·ring
dd eilt by C ra nston, hi", curren t eongre....ionul oppone nt.

Then: were two factof" advantageous to the Democrats in thi..
nmgre"..iona l election. Fir.t of all. the two congressional a- piraut..
W('"fl' to he d c'n ed at -large througho ut the ..ta te. Congressman Pearce
had at one time complained of th e "rott en-borough" ..y..rem in Rhode
1..lan d. hut in thi..contest hi..chances of victo ry would not be hindcn-d
in rhe II·a..1 hy the ..~ ..tem w hieh he ju..t ifii\ bl ~ de plored. Thi.. wa" to
be a popular C'intion on a ..ran-wide ha..i... and the Dem ocrat- could
tak e -olacc in the Iar t tha t tlll'Y had elected a gun'fllor three time ..
in vucr-ev-ion in ..im ilar ..ratewid e conte..ts.

T he ...rcond factor favoring Ihc' Democrats was their allia nce with
the Anurn u-onic Part v. "lhe Democrats and Antuna...m.. had gen
erallv been unable 10 a~rn' on a common ..late for the ..tat e Icgi ~ I .ltun' .
and 'hc'nn' tile' \"hig" u..uall y had been ahl... to win control IIf th;\1
bodv. and b~ doill~ "'ll det"l their own cho ice to the United State..
Scnau-. T Il(' Dt'mon " l.. an d Amima-on .. had en dorsed a r-ommou
('andi datc· for ttll' ,goHTno r-.hi p on Ihn't' con"(Tutin ' OtTa..ion... an d
on e.·Mh of I he~t' tlCca~i fln .. the " 'h i_I....... had bee n "ubdued, The Demo
crat... lllon'f1w r. would un do uhtedly profit hy the.' pn'''('' J1 n ' of a \ Ia"Oll
011 the " 'hig nll1gn·.....ional ticket. J ud ging from the pa ..t d ft'n in 'm" "
of tilt' Dl'll\lll"T'lt ir .\ ll tima~o T1 ir coalition. it '>l'!.'med that Iht· " "hig..
would prohahl ~ find i( im p" ....ihle tll capturr hot h COlH(Tt·....iollal "1';ttS
in Rhod ,' I..land and might HTy weHlo..... t he one "'.'at thn- posse....,·d.

T h,' t·lt·,t ion to"k pla n ' in Ihl' final wI'!.'k "f ,\ ugust . and Ihe \"l'nlin
wa" inrrn lihh I. I" ..t·. T ht' four cOIH: n's"iona l a"pi rant " WITt' ~ep; l ra lt'd. .

'1 ~Cr" "'ton 11 ,,,1 n·,'"i",·cJ lhi rn '." ·v,'" v" lt·~ , \\"ill i" lll Spr nlo( ' ''' lh irt y·fonr, ;,,,<1
m,,' l1", ,,, I,,,r I",d h,..-u ah"'111

," [" 11\:1:1 [' part ',· h;"l Il<"rn n",'l,'" ,,·u hv tit<" iUlpt(·~, ;"" 'nn ;nl'i'" or fo"r hn"el,,.<1
:mel lifh.,i • .-(l!<'•. '1lIi~ COlllo(r ,.. , iurral rum,." ha d 11I"PIl nun-[larti"",_ .\"' '' '1''''1
.\fn r ''' I'. ;\" v" Ulh" r :lO, 18:1:\, p , 2.

'1:·fji"CHiphind V ira t", )' "fth, A", ,, i..aa Con"r"l. p, 11I.'ll).

bv a mere rwo hundred and S(' \T ntv· lin ' \"fltC·... T he tw o l h-mocrat...
however. each had secured the m·(;·.....lr~ majorities for victory, T he
result.. were as rollows : M

Spra,l{ue. llt'lllo,:r;'t 3.92-l
Pearce. Democrat 1.901
Burges. Whi~ 1:176
C ranston. W hig :J.659

The a\"("fage of the.' Democratic hallot .. amounted to ..I ightl ~ le.... than
3/lU whilt- the average W hig votr- \.as 3.7111. T hu... th e avc rnze
majoritv of the two Democrat,.. w .... approximate lv om' hund red a nd
nincrv-five vote--. This majorit~ wa" ..ub-ian tial lv ..imilar to the
i\\Cra'ge majority of one hund red and thirtv-fivc votes polled b~
Governor Francis in the two preced ing ..tate election... Xot nnlv WCTl'

..tatewide coruese.. cIO'C in Rhod e l -l.md . hu t also the margins of
victorv were vinuallv identical.

or ·cun..ide-able ..u rp rise wa.. the fit( ( th at William Sprague. J r..
top ped the t icket in his initia l hid fill' a roneres..ional scat. There can
b- littl e do ub t that Sprague's Antim a...mic a ffiliation wa_s a pote nt
factor in hi.. electoral tri umph . O n the other ha nd. it mig ht be
ded uced that Cran ..ton's rc lati\T l ~ poor ..howing w as in part du e 10
hi.. \l a"'mic alleziance. O nly twentv-three- votes -epa rarcd th e two
Democralil' rnndidatr-... an indication of amali ng Democraric lIn it ~ .

Thr- om- hu nd red a nd seven teen nllc's....·par ;tling Burge.. and Cranston
might lead om' to ..u..peer that t fu- \ , ' hic:s were not fun ct ioning in
complete uni ty and tha t per-hap.. more than a f: " ,,"h i~ had ~cfll~d
to "iUpport a \l a,(lIlil' nomine·e.·. In any (·\'t·nt . It ",:emed C(' rt;lI~ Ihat
the DemtK" rats would not han ' ,. on ho lh olllgTt·o;..;; lOllal seab wltho ul
th e as... i..ta nce or Ihe :\ntimaso n".r. :

Prior to 1HJ1. thc~ [ k mon at.. had elln nln u'red fail ure ill Iheir
aUemph to ca ptuTt' the Rhodt' 1..land gon·rno r..hip. Due to their
polit ical marriage with the Allt illla...lll'" in that ~l'ar . Ihe Dl'moc~a t ..
had ousted the "· h i .L.~ from Ihe Sta ll' 11011""" T he two sIH·tT('d lll.L:
guhr:rn aloria l (ont('..t.. had al..o rT..ultt'd in W hi,l.:" defeat.,; with tht'
:,\ nt ima..ons abetting Ihe Dl'lllon at ir ('lHlt·a\ 'lrr.. in hot h in"ta[\(es.

';,;Rhod , J"lrPld .~dl. R i ,lO/lIrJ and U' l'0 rtl , (ktoll<"" r 1835. p. 4.
f,7Th.. Dt'morra l ~ ..1.0 g..in..d four ~.'atS in ,ht, Rhoclr h land 11o",',' in , h,'

AUli( ust r lrr ti"lls, rn"hlin li( , hr m to ..'''Ill'' ron 'roJ of , ha l hody hY;1 :i'l_:l:3 rati",
.\" ' ~ P fJ/ 1 Jfn r u ry • .'''11'''' 2'1, Itl1), 1'_2.



Fin;J II, . t he Ik m" era ts had obtained Rh " de l cland'< thl' n'll~re~

sioll,ll 'sl';J ts in 1111' elect ion of Au gust , l lU .') , Ac;ain the :\ntil11 a\(ll)s
had vnl un tecn-d t heir ro-ope-rarion and tn a la rge r-xu-nt had la-r-n the
determ in ing t-h-nu-nt in t ilt' Democra tic trium ph . To icnon- or to
undr-rc-timate thc' Ant ima-onic rontrihution to the Democrat k ('alN'
in the vcars I8.U. UU4- and IfUS \HllIld be mo..t unreali..ti r, H ad the
.-\ ntill;a'«)fl~ remained neut ral in the-e three c;uht'rnaloria! eleninn~
a nd t ill' UU :; fongu'.;,sinna l con te--t, the pro..pt't-b of Dt'm on at ic
\'iflori l's wuuld h<l \'(· lx'(·n qui te rr-mou-. if 1101 inconceivable.

In both l B: U an d IRT-) IIH' \\' h ig~ in Ihe Rhode Island k .gisla tuu ·
had managed tn elect ow' of their a""(Jda te~ 10 the Lnin-d St a te~

Scnau-. Yr-t. on both OCC;\.;iOIl", t hcv did .;0 only after proloms-d
\Hanc;linc; and continued deadlock.. in the legi, la t llr('. eve n thouuh
th(' \ \\t'rt' the ht'IH'(l('iarie'\ of a "rottcn-borouc h" apportionment and
a divided opposit ion, The validitv of t he elec tion or Senator Rohbin -,
in IRU was nullified I" t he '1ICreedin~ legislat urt-, and t here was
uood n-aso n to lx-licvc ' tha t C(ln~re'\.; hati no t act ed ("(lrrl'tt l~ in
S('a lin,L:' Robbin- . In IRFl llw \\' h i g~ had £.l iktl t n r-k-c t their c-andidate
to tilt' ~t' I1a \(: in t he J anua ry -ession of thr- k gi,lat llfe , Finally, hnw
r ver , rhev -ucccerh-d in re<e lt-n in g Se nator Kn igh t in li lt' :\ I a ~ -e-v-mn.
:\"e\'crth;IC"-.~_ it lllU..t be ren u-m bered that Kn i~hl h;HI ber-n re-ek-cted
by an ("tremeh narrow l11;ljnrit~ and nl-o thai Ill' had ber-n rt'jnt('d
1)\ the people of Rho de lela nd in the po pul a r eIcttion.; of ! H.;4 and
IRFJ. T he <ar ne Iq;:i.;latllft' "hith prt'l t'mkd 10 rq)fC'''Cnl t ht' pt'''pk
a ppffl\t'd t he (-alllli dary of a man " hn ha d !"It '('n re pudiated h~ tht,
peop le "11 t\\ O o(l";!siolls with in t\\'ek e l1Ionlh~ . A l t h f) ll ~h t hl' \\'h ig"
of Rhode h la nd could poi nt tn two of Iheir parl i.;al1'; rq m '''('nt ing
Ihnn in t he Cn itt'd S tate.; SC' llatl'. th n Illu lt! ta kt' lill lt' pr idt· in eilher
the lll;ll\lWr b~ \\ hit h Ihe"(' t\U I Illt"n h:ul 1In'n ek rt ed or hy Iht" ma gni .
IIllk of their rt.'"Sp(,rtin· ektlion.;.

Tht, Ik moc rats. ah hou !:,h n lll the rnipinlt_~ of m('fwht'lm im~ \ -ic

torit ·... n ,u ld tlt-rin' .;.ltis fa( lion from the ran tha t t hey W('ft' winni n ~
pnpu(;t r dt'nicoll" in Rhod e " land_ Rhodc' Island ha d 101'" ht'c'n a
stron!:'ho ld of Fn k ra li' lIl anl! d u r i n~ lilt' first fi 'C' \t 'a r~ of J ;H' k.;o n '.;
Plesi;k lHT had IWC'll lHl(k r \\' h i.!!; dom ination. J a l: ~i.'''fl l1 hirn .;df had
newr ('a r'r i('d Rhodt' Island . hut had progre.;sin 'ly inr rt';N'd his
d n tora l pt-'nelllac;c' in earh ';lIru T din.c; pre"ide lltial ('onlt·..t th t·ft,_
By IRG the Pre..idem mll ..t ha\e been lid ightrd to lea rn Ih,,1 R hode

I'm /y Chl/(H E m broil , R hod r 11/1/1111 . J.lIl lla r ~ leland \\;1' '!(Jh l~ hilt indi-purablv 1K'( olllin~ a Ik mon alic ' late, ;1

,talc which in HUh would pU''«'1l1 a ll1ajoril~ of it, \"01(" 10 ~ [ artin

Van Buren . t he Democratic aspira nt fo r t he Prt-side l1 c ~ .

:\"{)T ES FRO:\ I T HE SIIEI.\' ES

\ \ 'hel1 m v fa the r. Arnold Hufl um . wa.; a child. it wa .; not urucuu 
mon fo r fu~'i t iH' ~1a\TS f rom I'\t'w York to scr-k refuge in R hude Isla nd ;
alt hou gh the Un ited Slatl's Con.;tit ut io!l uuaranro-d to t ilt' slaw
holder t he ric;hlttl n-ra pturc t hem in any pa rt flf rhc cn unt rv. O n nne
flHa.;inn .;\ whole famil y \\ 110 had o-r-a ped. andbeen for ""mw month..
in hiding, carne to m y ~ra nd[;l t llt" r·.; hou-e. Thev wrre r-..tahli-hed in
a fann hou -e near the hnme-tead . and employment wa " fu rni ..hcd to
th e fat her and th e okb-rchildren . In a chor t ti rm-. t heir pla ce of refuge
1\ a.; di-covcn-d anti lInc' day, t hr- <lave-rna..tcr from .:\"ew Yor k. arcom
panicd hy a n officer, ('anw riding IIJl from Providen ce til .u-rcst them .
"lhr- nei ghhor.; W('11' ha.;til~ <uuunonrd. and wit h th l' hou-r-hold of
my grand father. formed a human barricade. oppo'«'d to their entrance
through the gate'.;_ ,\ ..mart younc; colored laborer , wh o had lx-rorm
attached 10 tllW of the ftl ~iti\-r '.; daughters. hrandi..hed a knife before
t he clave r a tr hers ami threatened to " pudd ing" t hem . if they did not
tlt'IMrl; ami lite \ ;l! lll dt,terminatioll. wit h. !,('fhap.;. -.ollll' Wi.;cT
t hn-at.; f,f Ill(' ;tS"l'm hkd ,lIld n ' lls1,llit Iy illClTa..illg ('om I'" ny of defend
'T'; . "lIrn·c'l kd ill c1 ri\ -ill,l!; IIIf' 1l l ,Iway wilhoul tlw ir Illt ' ~ ; allli tht'
r,lllli ly l'l"lll 'li IWd wi tholl t furlht 'r Iw,lc·..ta tion ,

Eliz"lwlh II UtTUlI 1 ( :h"",', _hl t i-SI,H . ' I' U..."iniJr.-.,,-, J (Ct'lIlr,1l Li lts. Fro ',,
1lI,1Il. 1891),

,\ cnr icllh'tnn' i~ lold clf rht' 1\;1 ' in \\ hir h \\' irk fl,n l, Rhodt' 1 ~la l1 d .

.!:" ,r it.; llol li ..h 111I;r, h \\ lrnr it \\ ;111;1'11(C! h;I\ I' it . ' l ' lli~ "" Id.., ( I:pisc ' II".!
, bull II ..t lll ..t.llhlill c; ill til<' Il"l th l'l ll part ftf rhl' l ' n itn l ~l.llt· .." \\ " ..



XOT I-:S F RO~ l T HE SH EI.V ES (Continued)

crurtcd in 1707 at the to p of wha t was then called \kSpa rra n Hill.
and was long- known a" the Xarrag-ansl'u Ch urch . In thr- r-nursr of
-a-vcntv-fivt- years, the population chan ced so muc h. hnwever, that
most of the worshipper- who cam e 10 the church had to travr-l from
\\'i('kfon l, wvt'rt miles away-. Yet the ~ r rS parra li fact ion \\-as not will
in~ th at the church shou ld lx- removed to the more convenient site.
T hen t hr- \\' id ford ia ns resolved Oil a ( 0 11 1) detat, T he road, from th('
place where the church stood to \ \"ickfonL was all down hill. \f lJstn 
ing- their forces, oll e nTning ( in !ROO ), and prcssing: into the sen ice
all th e oxen in thr- ueie hbcrhood. the \ \' ickfon l coutinueut placed t ill"
edifice nn wheel- and. while their 0pp0Jl('tlts -oundlv SkPL hauled it
to the spot at the fuot of the hill which scr-mr-d to them the most COIl

ven ient place for it, As there was no gettin .g the build ing- lip the hill
again. the Xlcxparran folk had 110 ven t for t he wrat h that possrsscd
them. For. of course, they t-nuid not USl' unchurchlv language,

;"Luv Caroline Cr awford . Sorial U f" in Old .\' "" . r;n ~I"",/ Il\",t" II, Link-.
Hn)"n . I ~l] ~ ).

Another in tt'l"cstingaccount (If a journey in j\"ew England is that (If
Robert Oilmo r. a YOllnl!; uenth-man of Balt imore. whn, in 1797, 
Iwin!!; then twent v-t hrrc, came nor th to t ravel and 10 rna kc sketc ln-,
nf pla ces w hieh appealed 10 him as worthv of preservation ill the pages
of his dia rv .. .rHavin u h ired a stag" 10 ta ke us on In Providence.
five of us St'l otf e-ar!v next morni ng. and got to Provide nce to din ncr :
after which II C wal ked OWl' the T own and along the wharves. h~

which lay" lIlany \csse!s. Tho' Ihis plnrr- &: j\"l'\lpor t are sma ll, there
arc some of tlu- r ichest &: most exten sive merchants in the U nited
Sla tcs rcs id i n ,~ in them. part icularly Providence. Herr lin s ~ I r. John
Brown , a man who has ships in all q ua ru-rs of the globe, who liv es like
a prince, an d routrih utcs to the support of a number of ind ustr ious
cit izens. T here arc a number of ('kg-ant bou -cs in P!"O\" id('IHT. ('h id ly
buil t of wood and painted in a ncar. handsome manner."

;"la ry Carolinr- Cr"" f" n 1. .' M ia/ I,if" in (lId .\'n , ' f:II,I.;[alld ( lIn, ton. I.in k .
Bro wn. 1~)I--\ ),
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