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David &nedlcl was tin exemplt1 ry "l'inu.~" \"nunJl: man 01 hi~
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Rhode Isla nd B.1ptim 1825-1931

M ost observers of the American refigious tradition are

aware that Roger Williams founded the First Baprlsr
Ch urch in Providence, Rhode Island , in 16.'9 . Wh at
became of the Baptists of rhis slate anc r the in ilial
impetus of th is staunch defender of religious liheny is
J story cnnsiderahlv less fam iliar. Th e purpose of this

art icle is to tr ace the development of the Bnpri st s of
Rhode Island . incl udi ng thei r social influen ces and
rheological att itudes from 1825 to 19:3 1.1 T he first of
these dates mark s the fou nding of the Rhode Island
Baptist State Co nvenuon . the inhial organization 10

represe n t the fellow ship of " regular" Baptists.! T he
second date is marked by wh at Norman F Furniss calls

the cessation of fundamentalism as a prirnarv influence
in American rel igious life .IT o carry this studv beyond
19] 1 would make difficult a genui ne historica l pcr spcc­

nve and would fu rther crowd the lim itat ions of space.
Prior to 1825, the nume ric al growt h of the Bapt ists

in Rhode Island wa s slo w, alt h ough important ins t itu­

tion s were es tablished d ur ing: this format ive period.
Th ese included Rhode Island College, la te r to he called

Brown Uni ve rsit y; the Warren A ssociation , wh ich led
the fight on behal f of the Baptists for full religious
liherty in M assach use tts , and the firs t Sunday School

in New E.ng lan d , founded at Pawtucket hy Sam uel
Slater in 1796 or 1797. Even so, the Baptrsts of the state
in lR2:';numbered only twenty-one ccngrcgarions wit h

little cooperation exisung among them . It was in th a t
year that the Rhode leland Baptist State Convention
was found ed " for m issionary an d other purposes" by

eleven churches, eight from Rhode Island an d three
fro m neighboring M assachusetts." T he rem aining con-

' Dr. Russell is Associate Professor, Dep artm ent of Rel igion.
College of l iberal Ans. Boston Unive rsity.

The principal prima ry sou rces for this stu dv have bee n
the annual minutes of the Rhode Island Baptbt State
Convention , the vearhooksof the warren . Providence.
/'I:arra,l:;anscl!, anJ Roger williams Associations ; and the
rnmutes of seven rcpresentanve Baprrst churches in the
state jthe First Baptl't Church and the Calvary Baptist
Church . Providence , the First Baptist , lohn Clarke
,"emorial Church and the Second Bapn's r Ch urch ,
Newpo rt; the First Baptrst Church, Woonsocket ; the
Oak l awn Communuv Baptist Church, Cra nston; and
rhe Cen tral Baptrst Church, Iam esto wnl. State, city, and
lllWn hrs tones have abn been consulted a~ well as
Rhode Island newspapers and contemporary Baptist
magcamc s and j"lITnab. Secondary sources have incl uded
the ma in denominational histories and sta ndard surveys
and monographs in the field of the American church.

1 The Seventh Day Ilaplists , the Six Principle Baptists . and
the Free Will Bapll~ts are not included in this art icle,

hy C. Allyn Ru.m'/I, Ph.n. ·

gregunons in Rhode Island declined to join , fearful that

such a "super-organization" w nuld deprive them of

their autonomy."
By 1827 the wo rk of the convcnuon was define d to

embrace th ree objectives : the su pport of forelgn and
domestic missions, the educat ion of " pious" young

men for the mini stry , and the puhlieat ion of a religious
nc ....:spa pe r.~ The mi ssionary goa l proved to he th e heart

of the convent ion 's l ife as the m em her ch u rches
sought the un con verted within their ow n state an d
throughout th e wo rld , In the ea rly years it W3.S caster

to raise fu nds for wo rk in Burma than it was fOT labor

in Bumllvrlle." Part -rime age nts, however, canvassed
the state , preached the gospel. held conferences, ctrcu­

lared books and periodicals, and attended monthly
meetings of tract , Sunday School, and temperance so­
cie t ies. Largely through such effor ts, nine new ch urches

were foun ded between 1830 and 18·m. The educational
goal o f the convention was ac hie ve d in part through

th e Rhode Island Tlapt ist Educ at ion Societ y, which
assisted yo ung m en prep ar in g for th e min ist ry, and

through Brow n University, where a majority of th ese
individu als received thei r actual uaini ng .8 T he print­
ing o f the Rclil:; f)u.~ ,\ It's\l'nger achieved the th ird gO.11,

although the publlcanon survived only thr ee years be­
fore passing 10 the cemetery of defunct periodicals.
Later journals eventually succeeded it .

w aves of religious enthusiasm swept over the Bap­
lists of the Slate in the IR.~lhand the IR40s Leading the

revivalists was no less a nat ional religious leader th an
Charles Grandison Finney, w ho twice brouJ::ht his

"new measures " to I'rovtd cnce. Follow in g a pro tra cte d

ahhnugh brief mention is made of the latt e r group.
.. Norman F Furn iss. Til ,' Fun<l<Jment.,l i,' CtJnrltwersy,

/9 /S· /'}311:'-lew Haven , Yale University I'ress, 19:»\. 17l:( .

~ Convention .....[m u tes 18N,~. The convnru...nt churches
were the First and St.'ctlnu churches 01 Providence , the
second ch urch. l"ewpt>n; the Bapnst churches of Warren,
Bnstol . Tivenon.I'awrucker, and l'awtuxct , Rhode
1s1,1Od, and the B.:IplLst churches oi West \\!fentham ,
Attleoorou,l:;h , .:Inu l"ew Bedford in M.lssachu~t1s

" Rev. Frank Rector , "C eu renma l gcuo-recr." Convention
,\ fm u lc,'. 1925. '>.,

(, Conn'"mJOn MmLlr..~, 1827 ,:0.

7 I/,/,/.. 1829, 7, The "roWl1lg nu m ber of pt'ople in manufac­
turing villages, the spununl desututron of who le towns,
the successes of the p;I't, the example of resus as the first
}:fcat dome stic missiona ry, the peace and orderlinuss of
the com mu nity , the honor of rhc Redeemer , the
s.rlvarinn IIi the p.:rl,hlnl:. and rhc .1:001.1 of the
churchcs were .:Im,m" the appeals cited 10 overcome the
inadequacy 01 funds.

..
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PhOlog,arh by Ajhtd I \'JC'd

mcenng of three weeks in the fall 011831 , he pro­

claimed that " the re was a great shaking among the dry

bones in the d iHerent churches."? Hundreds were

added to the church rolls, "bsckslidcrs" were reciJimed,

missions received ren ewed attention, and temperance

societies were esrahlishcd. The Don war and the l\1i1­
leri te movement temporarily limited the numerical

and sptrituul progress of Rhode Island Baptists,

uhhough th e formation of the Providence Baptist

Association in I",·n .md the const.uuly evolving lead­
ership of the st.nc convcnriun reflected signs of dcvcl­
upmcnt in the midst of strll~lc . Such struggle was

R Blown U n i\'CT'lt y and th e Bapti~t s uf the state expc­
ncnccda three-fold I cl J lL nn~hip at thrs earlv rsrnc.
III Admlll l' tranvc IcJd <"r~ fncultv membe rs. anJ m.m v
vnulcuts ucquenrlv iomedthc Filst ltlplis l Ch urch ot"
l'rovrdcnce. Th is W ,l S nru.iblv nul,' of Francis \\'avlund
wh o be .\:Jn a twemv-cigh t yea r term as President in 1fl.! 7
Ilr. \ \ avland 1"lncJ the ,,1..1 Fllst Church III Apri l, l lj .! ~ ,

and continued hl~ membcrvhrp there unn l hlS death in
lis(.; I.!I A gUllJI\' numher 01profevsors and students
'llpph~-J R.lpt1~t pulpit, III the sr.ne during thcrr vcars at
Bro wn JnJ gnc of thcrr n nancral resources to the
CUn\CnlLUn ,ll ~~·\cI.11 chu rches, in tum, conmbutcd
tmancrallv to thc 'Urp0f( ot rhe school.

\ Vllt'n dIU h lJ1 /dln~ W<IS nrclFd In 1816, It housed a mission
dlu /cll vi wh'!l j, now Ill,' FI" I R,,/, U, t Church of North
I..: lflg, toWI1 . Tit" /111','1011 chur~'h hcedm!." Wickford's First
B,J/'!J.'t CllIJlc h or<~dl1J:C" In 1R,l4 <lnll ",a ~ one 0 1 th e tw enty
C'l/Ii:/,'g'llmn, th'll jU/II1r-d thc N,lf rd)l.,In'etl A H IX' l<Jti on
JIl /86().

occasioned prim.nily by an ever-increasin g flood of

immigrams HI th e vrarc . usually Roman Ca th olic in

religious (J r i ~i n, which vtcudily reduced rho propor­

tionate strength of the B.lptists, nhhough by IR5~ they

had come HI number nnc.rhtrd of the Protestants in

the state .!''

The famous Revival of 1858, characterized hy its lay

lc.rdcrshlp, its emphasis upon prayer, and the activity

(If the SUIHLly Schools, added OYCf 1,:iUO new members

tn the Il,l]'tist churches of the state, the largest influx

ina singk ye'lr in the history of the denomination in
Rhode Ivlnnd.!' A marked nume rical and spiruu.tl de-

<) Charlev G F l11/l CV, IIkmoJl' 0 1Rn', Clldr/n G, Fmnev.
IN,'w Y'>rk. A S J\.lTlles and Companv. IS761, J·B, '

10 In 111;-1 nm c 01 rhc 1I.1I'tl" d1UTCh~" counted O\'CT .!;O
members while the aV'CT. lgc a ltcl1 J.ll1ce at the SunJ .1~'

" (l l ~h l r S,"\-ICe5 ",IS highe r than t he membership.
Th l ' c church", WeH-.l' lollow, F ilS! , Providence -17-11,
Third Providence 1-1;"1, FITst , =,", ew pll r! 'l.!;1 Second ,
providence •'\07 FIT" Wc~{crly .!7<)1, the Lippr t an d
Pheni x Chu rch. warwick PUl; FII'1 South Krnucto...n
I.!('Y\ Wa rren .!;."I and Second. Hopkinton 12;71
I tcnrv IJ~k~ulI An A(, Wit, i rh.. Chur(hl'~ m Rhode
1'/'JlI<I [Providence. Genrge H W h ll ncy. 11\:>-:1,1 03
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cline. howeve r, followed thc enthusiasm of IRSI\, ac­

counted for in ran hr the absorption of religious

in terests into rhc Issues of the C ivil W .1f.W hile th e
probl em of sl.rvc rv was dr:n.... ing th e attention of the

sta te and na tion, twenty congrcgauons of the southe rn
section of Rhode Island quietly formed their own N ar ­

r.1ganselt Association in ll'\f,O for the purpose of .1 closer
spiritual tellowshlp and d greate r development of "dor­
mant uknt, property. and picly."12 Wi th the exception

ot the Nel"port ennl:T\'~;Jlions,the chu rches co m prising
the n ew nrg;llli::a lio n werelocated in ru ral co m mun i­
t ies , prj marilv on the west stdc of th e Narragansett Day

and sou th of East Greenwich. The membershi p of th e
ch urches in the Associat ion reac hed a peak of ~, I I/l in

11'9" attcr wh ich d nonceable decline occurred until
1919, caused chicflv bv 3 shift of population from rur al
til urban areas.

OUril1!1: the last rh trd of the n ine teen th ce ntury,
It.rprist wo rk in Rhode Island was challenged hy th e
cnminncd heavy inf lux of foreign -born people lergelv
ltnl ian and Fren ch in na tio nali ty; a sh ih in pop ul at ion

trom counnv to ci ty; and a se rio us hnanci al recessio n.
As a result oi the im migra tion , dra wn in pa rt bv the

lure 01 adventure .lnd the indmtri.ll opportunities in
rhe mills oj Rhode leland. Inc foreign-born in the state

by 19l:XJ comprise.-l ove r 30CC o t the po pul anon. Since
most of these ne wcomers wen: Rom an Ca tholic hy re­
ligious aHi!i ;Hion , there probably wa s no section of the

Un ite d States wh ere the Roman Chu rch m ade grea ter
prog ress d uri ng the la tt er half of the ni net eenth cc n­
tury and the c;lrl)" portion oi the twentieth than in the

slate oi Rhode Isl.lnd n The urban movement ....-eak­
cncd the coun rrv churches, although many Baptists

ker t thei r m em ber sh ip in these cungregarions, the reby
crcaung a non -resid ent me mbersh ip which prov ed to

he of little fin anci al or spir i tual ass is t.m ce to the
churches of either the co unt ry or th e city, Further-

! I Tunorhv Smit h bchcvrv the mid -centu rv revivals
ow u}:h t I " a clim.rx f"11 1 fund.rmcn tnl ch.mucs III th e
inner Ide IIi American Pnuesr. mnvm lay r art icir ation
anJ COlli"'] oecame sUl'enur wthe kaJershir "I Ihe
c1erltv, tbe sririt 01interJenuminational brotherhood
came In malmll". ,;Ihiea] conel'rns lerlaceJ JU!o:ffia tie
::ealm n' In!o:c!lcal rrcolching anJ wlHinJo:, anJ ArffilOiJn
views clll"JeJ out Cah'llll<;m In mueh of Ihe JngffiJ
whic h rem,llne J TImothy l. Smith. Rt'I'I\'<lI"m .",<1
S"n,,1 Rdorm In ,\lld·Nm"It'<'nlll C..nll/rv AmnlCll,
INcw York, Abingdon rre"s , IIlS71, !lO, .

11 George II. Peck, " l lisl<ltieal SkCIC h (If the N;1fra.io:al1scll

more, in many instances th e rural congregations. un­
able financi ally to suppntr a Iull-n me mi nister, fou nd

themselves without the stimulus of a tr a in ed lea de r­
shi p. T he nation wide pani c of I R7.' to 187Rulvo hmired
the resources oi the chu rches and plunged the sta te
convention in to debt.

T he \ igorous counte r-attack of Rhode Isla nd Bapt ists
3,ll:Jinstlhese conditions W.lS ccmcred in a tra ined
minist ry \tl reach the foreign population. an area in
wh ich the B.lpli srs were pion eers in the sratc , th e co n­

t in u a tion of a domestic missiunnrv progrum , th e con ­

duct oi m ,ISS revival services, thi s rime under M oody

and Sunkcv, and the develo pment of organlzu tlonal
trend, in rhc various parishes, fores ha do wi ng the in ­
stitutiorra] chu rch, T he wo rk among the im migra nts
hTOu~hl modest dividends at best, the most noticeable
resu lt s 01 which were the birth of new churches among
rhe French '-lOJ Swedes, Despite the thoro ugh ness o f
th e co unrc rn rruck , however, Rhude Island Baptists,

nC;1I the en d Ilf the nine teen th ccnturv. cxpc nc nccd
yea rs when their wot k ei ther halrcd or decl incd. Some

of their leade rs, impancm wi th the tal'; in growth and
service, su~esled rradinonnl remedies. Others. un able

to change the social patterns which encompassed them.
suggested fresh approaches for a new day 01
op po rtunity.

The most signiflc.rm approach took pla ce at the
Calva ry Baptist Ch urc h in Providence in 11\91\ where,

un der the direct io n nf Dr . Edw ard Hol yok e, a full-scale
inst mn inn .rl program to m cct rhc social needs of th e

en u re communi ty was inn odu ced.t- Th e pur pose of the
"Calvarv Baptist lnvnune," as it was cal led. w as "to

promote the physical. mental, socia l and moral inte r­
cs ts of all its membe rs and patrons."15 A gvmnasiu m

and 3 swirnming pool provi ded recreation al f;lci lities,
A librarv, ,I reading ruum , and an eve ning sch col af­
io rdc J lrncl lecr ua l s t imu lat ion. Co urses were offered

Baptist Associatio n, 1"60-1" 64." N,lrTagamell
A""(I<IlWJ! Miuuln, 1884, v.

1~ T h onl ,lS Willia ms Bicknell, Tilt' If'llory of fh,' .~r<ll" of
Rh, ..k "/,10<1.10'/ ('10\ lJ"nCt' Pl,lIIr,lIlO~~,1I IN.:w York
The Amellcan Historical Socit:tv. 19!01, 617.

1-1 Thl) was Ihe tilst In"mu tional Church in Rhool'lsl.1nd
A fl'W r.:hurches in the cuunn,' prl',J.lIcd 1hi' cmrh.lsls.
not,tolv Rus<.eU Cnn .... e1h BarIL't Temple in
PhIladelphia in 11"\>1

I :;; C.l/V<I/}' BlIllliq Chll/c/J,l'rcj\'JdcllCt'.IUlOdc 1.\ lan<l ,
OIl<' I/wlrlH'rlrh AI1111\"'I.I<l f}', 18~,1 1\)54,10.
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Thl~ pholO1.filph of l r.~ .':r m nJsium appt'<lr~d in rht
Prospec tus of Calvarv Baprrst In sutute, I!WS, dt scnbed J~

·'tllUlpptd wlfh a \Jllt"!}" oruppulJrus fo r bo !h lif}Jrend
ht avy work. and wlrh commodjou-~ dr eS5ing room s,locuu
and shower bd th~.'·

including music, public spcaking.Ianguagcs, and sub­

jeers of a voc.uional nature such as stenography, d ress­
making, mill lncrv, and prinnng an d dr awin g. Cultu r­

ally, there were clubs for young men and women as
well as a concert and lecture series for the entire mem­
bership of th e In stitute . Dcvouonallv, Blble-studv
p ours w ere conducted and chard services were held
regularlv .16 The significance of the Invn tu te at Cal vary
Church by in the pioneering se rvice which it per­
for med in endeavoring to mee t the total needs of peop le

as well as ministering 10 those beyond the immediate
membership oi th e co ng reg a tion, t? Once t hi s example

was set, o ther congrcgauons, including old First
Church in Providence, follo wed the trend away fro m
a strictly " spir itual" ministry , norm ally employing the

rcvivalisnc technique , to a broadened concept of the
church , rdyin..:: hcuvilv upon the education of the
entire man ,I~

16 Ibid" 12.
17 The Calvarv B;aplisl Institute cont inued unti l 1917

when m,IO\· of us services ....'er e cau"hl up by the
Y:-"\CA In that vcur the church . recnJ:m;::in" that the
pnmarv tuncnon of the insntute had been performed ,
rcorg.rruccd the '(11:Ial work of the 1',H1~h through the
appoiutmcut of a Community Service Committee which
was to ~uj,k the pro).:r.lm " i mccuug the col1 til1uin~

needs otrhc p.mvh and irs nci~hhorho".l. Minutes of
the Cah·an 1I,lpt l,t Church, Ji'l<JI -I<JI'.I , ;2-1.

1~ \\'hil~' th e m-nmuonal fearurcs cumulated the growth
at Calv.nv Ch urc h until it reached a maximum

The ltfldmg mom was "ope n to th e g,.ncral rublic without
condi tion, every wrrk·da~', from 2 un til 9 p.m., and
Sundavs from 2 unfllS o'clock:'

Contemporaneous wi th the work of the institutional
church , a new kind of evangelism WJS taking hold in

the sta le , characte rized by pastoral guidance, chu rch
school decision days , and the holding of conferences
for the purpose of determining church st raregv. Such

an approach did much to minimize the emotional ele ­
ment in religious commitment and supplemented new

con cepts of the chu rch at wo rk in a changing soci ety.
The Bapusts of Rhode Island through their conven­

tion entered into a voluntary relationship w ith the
new ly created Northern Baptist Conve n tio n in 1907
and par ti cipated in an important church union w ith
the Free W illllJpti st Assoct.u ton in 1912. The ch urches

of the forme r Free W ill de nomination in th e sta le
formed J fourth associ arion in 191 -1 , taking th e name
"T he Roger Williams Associauon ." 111e convention

was now prese nted with the anomaly uf an association
whose churches were nOI confined 10 2 particular gco-

mcmbersbsp oll ,RIS in 19.'10,Ihe appli cation of the
J:o<;pd on a wider sca le could not rever se a numerical
decl ine a t the old First meetinghouse . Frnm 716 in 1'Xl"
the congrcg.mcn's membership dropped to 5().l in IY.'IO
and continued til decrease lor ne,Hly two decades .
A chal1J:inJ: environment W.1S in IMJ:C measure rcvponvi­
hie lot this trend, COIn·i'nllOll !1.!mtllc.l. 190.0., 8,s.

1') The peak ~'e'l! of the fordJ:1\-hortl whiles ill Rhude
Island was 1<,110 when P il,02; compris ed the popula­
tion , Bv «,l, ~(), the mr.al had dropped 10 137,714. A radical
change ensued for the Roman Ca thohc Church with
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grap hi cal area hu t were groupe d according to a former

denom inat ion al affi liat ion. Au gme n ted hy th e .1,332
Free Will Baptists. the conve ntion h ad gro .....n 10 ;1 total

of over It'> 000 members, with its numerical st rength
centered in Providence, Pawtucket, and W esterly.

Its leaders, however, .....ere somewhat sobe red hy the
fac t th at whereas Baptists in Rh ode Island in IR42 had
bee n as one to sixteen in the popul ation of th e state, in
1915 they were hut nne to rhmv.scven.t"

During World War I the B3rtisIS enthustast icallv
supported the cause of the allies and w ith other rnaior
denom in at ion s shared in rhc pos t-war d isillusion me nt
wh ich .....as refl ect ed in their decreased givinR to foreign

missions. M ;l SS evanRelism, rapidly losinR its ap peal,
manifested itself through the Billy Scndcv campa ign 01
1918, w hlch was largelv attended but h rought incon­
sequential results. The clerk IIf the Phen ix Baptist
Church com me n ted graphically in 1919 : " Like ot he r
chu rches o f th e stale, we have bee n aff ected by war,
rhe Billy Su nd ay campaign, and the in fluenza."ID

In addition to the campaign or 191H,Sunday returned
10 Rhode Island in 19.11 for a single service at the

Calvary Baprist Church in Providence. The flamboyant
eva nge lis t preached for two hours before an overflo w
co ng rega tion of 2,5DO people. He dea lt with the Frivoli­
ties of mode rn pret eme, the vanity of unrestrai ne d
amhition, and the vicisshudes oi greed for money and

human adulation. "In Noah's time," Sunday shouted,
" God took his vengeance. He ....-arncd Noah ahead of
tim e to get int o the ark and sa id ' I'm going to turn the

hose on those ot he r guys.' ""I All th is made for a sh ow,
but it was far from a dependable evangelism. T he

futu re l.ty with Christi.tn education rather than the
old-style reviYJli~m,.tssuch education b rough t a wid er
pe rsonnel and a paid lea dersh ip to th e Sunday Schools,

an expansion of th e con cept of th e teach ing mi n istry
to the ch urches, an d a n ew program of educational
ev angelism to the state convcnuon. At the same time,
the pcrsistem endeavor to conven the immigrants

co ntinued, wi th two ne w chu rches gro .....ing out of the
den omina tion 's investment among th e It alians in 1919,

the passJ..l:C hy Comrcss in ;\hy, 1911. (If the first of a
series of tmmigrarion restriction laws whie h /:radually
closed 011 thC" /:reJ.le't sou rce of numerical increase
among Amcncan Catholics. lohn Tracy Ellis,
Amcncan Cill}lOhn\m [Ca rden City, New York,
Image Buuks, 19651, I!1.

10 Wouen A"oC/ation ;\ImuTl'~, /919, 164

21 The PTO\'I,/ence /ourn.d, March 2, 193I.

22 The ne..... h alian congreganons, the cutgro..... th of the
Marietta and Dean Street missions, respectively, .....ere
called the FIl, t Italian Baptist Church and the Federal

wh ile n ew missions Well' sta rte d for th e Russians and

the Por tuR\lese.22

Both fundamentalis t an d liheral theologica l Influ­
ences reached the churches in the nineteen twenties.

The former emanated in general from th e fundame nr a­
lis t tendenc ies of the ea rly twent ie th century, and in
pnrtlculur fro m tw o Bibleschools in Massachusetts, th c
Go rdo n Schnol of T hcol ogv ami M issions an d the
Dud ley Bible Insti tUle,!J Al though these institut ions

provided a number of the ru ral churches in Rhod e
Isla nd with pastoralleadership often hos tile 10 th e

churches' connection with the N onh ero Bartist Con­
vention, no cong re/:,u ions were lost til the den om ­

ination, as happened in othe r states. T he reason was

proba blv the already co nservative nature of a maioriry
of the churches. In the urban congregations liberal
te ndencies manifested them sel ves , frequen tl y u nde r

the leadersh ip 0/ p.rsm rs trained at th e Ne wton T he o­
logi cal In st itu t ion nr Roch ester Th eol ogical Sem inary.
These influences were refl ected not only in sermon

content hut in forms of wo rvhip and patterns of
membership as well. The mid-week prayer meeting

gave way to a lecture at the First Church in Providence,
while th e Sunday eve ni n g service was om itt ed en tirely,

and "non-rcl iginus" conferences de.tling with suhiccts
ot a secula r na tu re .....ere he ld in the afte rnoon.I"
Furthermore, an acsociare membe rship plan, which

provided fot the acceptance of members from other
Protcst.m r churches who had not bee n baptized by
immers ion , W ,IS adopted hy both old First C h urch and
the Ce n trai llaptist Chu rch in l'r ovidcnc c.t " T he wo rds

of the Rev. Charles l yon Scasholcs at the Baptist

M in iste r 's Conterence at Rhode Island in 1926, seemed
to reflect the fact that many 01 the ch urches at thi s

ti me were on the ve rge of a new approach in rel igio n:

Youth cannot be h'<lelred by dll}(marrc Iluthnrity,
superiiciai aftractiOlK or by mere opportunijy for
conicswsn of sin. Thi,s gem'ration hilS fallen heir to

the IIna/}'lIe method in scienn· and religion lind it
/I1tH t gi\'C propel valuation in \\'hcll ts found. 2fo

tlLlIltaliJn Bapti"t Church.
!J The Dudley Bihle lnvur utc . oTlginalh' of Spencer and

later located In Dudlcv, M,l"",lChu'c!l", from whence it
took lt~ n.rmc. moved roI'rnvrdcncc in l'J2.'),md was
called the Providence I\ihk In,ll ture ..Murc recently it
hJS become rhc I'rovidencc-Harnnumn BillieCollege,
and currently, SImply B.Hrin~tnn Cullege.

1.4 xuoutcs of the FIT,t lIaptlst Church, Providence,
1<,J19·1912 April I,), 192.\.

2.:; I/'It!, Also, warren Associ,Jtiuo ;\\ inutes, 1919, 164.
26 Conn·mulI! hlllJlI!{'\, 192(" 101
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By th e ti me th is watershed had been reached, the

Baptists of Rhod e Isla nd had grown to he the largest
Prmestam denomination in th e sla te. 27 From e i,i;h t

ch urches an d 1,500 m em hers in IR25 they numbered
109 ch u rches and 1 1.0 14 members in 19.11 . Their
s tro nghold W.:l S in th e sm all towns and rural are as
.....here they coun ted mor e ch u rches th an all th e other

den om in ation s combi ned In [act , in tw enty-n ine com­
munities no ot he r ch u rch provid ed religiou s leadership
o f an y kind .2 Beca use (It thi s rural concen tra t ion ,

m ost of the ir congreg urions were relat ively sm all,
n umberin g on the ave rage be twee n one hundred and

t ....'o hundred member s At th e same time, however,
the Bapt ists were represent ed in th e u rban centers with

five churches counting ove r 700 member s. ranging
from the Fir st Chu rch in Westerh' I739! to the Calvary

Chu rch in Providence 1 I,~O I I. T he nature of th e con­
ve n rion itse lf had also ch anged. T he ch urches which
co m prised the o riRina l sta te group in 11\25were few

in n um ber and limi ted in in iluence. ln 1931 . however,
a sta ff o f fift een served th e interest s of th e co nve n tion

in a variety of areas including evangelis m. religious
cd uc ation , and ste wa rds hip . w here th e churches once

had feared the po.....e r of a cenrralizcd authority, now
eve ry " reRular" Bapti st ch urch in the sta te comprised

its m em hcrsh ip an d so ug h t its leadership
Thc pos it ion o f th e Ba ptists as th e largest Protestant

den ominat ion in Rhode Island appears to have been

th e result o f dili gen t an d per sistent horn e missionary
ende avo r, under th e gu idance of the state convention,
rather th an th e result of pri ority in th e s ta te. Th is

included evangelis t ic a nd sncia l work among the
im m igrants wh ere they inaugurated such activity in
Rh ode Island . Th e Baptist chu rches of Rhode Island

arc also to he remembered for th e extent of their vol­
untnry cooper at ion with their state convention. In
mo st states th e sh ift of org ;mi zational emphasis from

the local churc hes and th e association s to state and
national agen cies did not take pla ce until the twentieth
century _In Rh ode island , how ever. as early as 1840 the

co nvent ion had enlisted th e intere st and cooperation
of all th e "regular " n,lpt i ~t ch u rches. Several factors
see m to h 3H' accou n ted for this early un ited fellow ship.
Initia lly, in a sma ll st a te rh e upportunincs for coorc m ­
tion .....er e greater th an in a large sta te where ccngrc-

21 Th e Er iscnr al ians who did not consider th emselves
Prct evtant s recorded 24~~ commu nicants in 19.31
while th e Congreaaucnahs rs tot aled 11.152 and the
Method ists 1,<;.j4 Th e large..t Bap tist churches were th e
CAl vary 11 .8011, RO,l:er Williams Cranston Street IU ,n.!,
Broa dwav 162 11, and Central 15551 congrega tions of

gnnon s m ight he isola ted hy Reographical distance.

Seco ndly, the co nvcn non which was resp onsible for

the founding of m .IOYof th c ch urches, naturally linked
them 10 state lea de rship fro m the lime o f th eir origins

Thirdlv, the rel a t ivel y un iform th eological pattern
en couraged a united ra th er tha n a divided expression .

Fourth ly, the challe nges created by th e dominant

Roman Ca tholic populanon und oubtedly h ad a ten ­
dency to dr aw the chu rches together a~a ins t what was
interpreted to be a co m mon foe . This in tent ion al union

into a co nve n tion of churches fu rn ish es an ea rly ill us­
trat ion that a coope ra t ive Ch risti an it y m ay achieve

numer ical s trc nRth 3nJ a forceful image without
non ceab tv interfer ing w ith the democratic privileges

of th e local congrcgarion If th ere were a danger in this
ki n d of arrangement. il lay in the possibility of th e

churches relinqu ish in g their o .....n duties , suc h as m in­
isterin~ rel iRinusly and socia lly to the needy in their
own geographic al areas , an d passin g o ff these respon­

sibili ties on the sta te conve n tio n. In suc h C3seS, mor e
difficult to {face hurcncallv , the co nve n tion m ay have
become a co n venien t scapegoa t for th ose .....h o wished
to shi rk their im medi a te calli ng.

Rh od e Island RaptiSls refl ected 3 m ar ke d sensi t ivity
to thc SOCi31 issues of their day , thereby dis pro ving the

false co nce pt that they were a relig iou s group devoted
excl usively to pieti sti c and other-worldly mailers.
Wh ill' th ey gave artcnnon 10 a broad range of soc ial

problem s and humanitarian enterprises, it would
appear from a modern per spe ctive that they gave a

di spruportionate amount of time and en ergy to the
causes of temperance and Sabbatudunlsm. This sh ould

nut, however, blind the hi storian to other interests

where they manifest ed judgments of a more progressive
nature.

Thci r convictions about the Civil War were par'

ticularly sign if icant because this was an area where
they believed the answer to a besetting evil lay not in

personal reform but in a ch ange in th e nature of society
itself . For many years prior to the Civil War. Baptists

of th e s ta te had manifested anti-slav ery attitudes which
ranged from th e ba rrt ng of sla veh olde rs from memo
bership in the ch urches and the adv oc acy of abolition,

to a posit ion o f moderation wh ich , w hi le opposing
slavery, pled for a sym pathe tic u ndersta nd ing of the

Providen ce and the First Ch urch of Westerh' 1139l,
Con\'rnwm l i nu tc.~ . 1931. 90. .

2R Con\'rnfjnn 1 rn u l r ~ . J9JO.J!I.
29 Cyrus I'm C rosvcnor. A xevrew of thc Corrcspondence

vr .\ !t'~ <t,. FuJlr f and WarI,md on the Subject of Ameri·
can -'laver}' (Utica. ;.lew York, H H . Cu rns . Printer,
l!\.tll,l3..t
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Francis Wayland. fou rlh president ot Brown Uni\'e rsiry
and an cdrly dJrl"ClOr o f fhl" Rhode II/an d Slale Convention,
was Said to hav/" Itril<lf/"ll fIery Baptls l abol i tionis fS wi lh
hu deKtll'tlOn of <Ial'cryas a "moral evr!" im fead of lhe
"srn" tht}, bl"lie\l"d it 10 be.

sou th ern position. In gene ral , th e firm er attitude pre­
vailed. An importa nt e xception was Fran cis wavla nd,
presid ent of Brown , wh o also served as presiden t of th e
T rien n ial Baptis t Convention a t its h istoric meeting in
Philadelphia in IS·U.. Believi ng that the spirit o f the
abolit ioni sts was not th e sp ir it of Ch rist, he bore
testimon y to what he felt wa s the Rl'ner al councsv, the
C h ristian u rbanity, and the calm ness u nde r pro vo­
cation which cha racte rized the co nduct of the Sou th.29

Wayland's " soh " descr iption of slave ry as a " moral
evil " irr ita ted the impatient abolitionist s who wished
him rather to em ploy th e word " sin," from a Biblical
contex t. As th e slavery issue crvsealltacd , how ever , and
the C ivil Wat became a rea lity, even Wa yland 's earlie r
auir udc of moder at ion was repla ced by one of inc reas­
ing firmness, bot h against the instu uuon and the
peop le of the SOUlh. O f the la t ter he wrote in the midst
of the conflict :

The fem per of fhe South in fhh war has hern as bad

as II can be, and in lh e PlOfI"uoH of rel igion worse

.'0 Fund s wavland and H. L. Wavtmd, A .\lemoir of fhe
Li fe <lod Llf><,n of FT<JoelSWayl<lod. n. D.. LL D.. 11
[New York, Sheldon and Company, 18681, 267.

] 1 In church drsciplme there ....as no respecuna of persons '
AeWt~t wrentha m [Sheldou vrlle] in 19.1.1 the pastor
Iorfeued his position o f leade rship .I S the resu h 01

of 1111 11 ,11('" were hun:<:ry, I would feed th em if
!h in lr . / would :<:i"e rbem drink; if sick or in prison
I would visit them . bu t beyond th is I eschew rbc.n.
$e111h __~

O n the subjects to ....·h ieh the Bapti sts gave th em­
selves most Vi ,gOHlUS!Y, tempe rance and Sabhata tian­
ism , they advocated bot h a per so nal an d a soci al
ans....cr . The individual. they felt , sho u ld abstain from
a lcoholic bever ages. wh ich we re viewed as dcrnmcr naI
to the develo pme n t of ch aracte r, in jur ious tu the bo dy,
and harmful to th e life o f th e com m un ity. In add ition
to pro posing a spiri tual cxpcric ncc as the sures t way
to solve the problem of drin king, th e Baptist stressed
pers onal and ch u rch di sciI" linc, individu al Instrocuou ,
cooperation wit h tempe rance soc ieties, and, imp or ­
tantly, lcgtsla ti vc action IJ \ Vhilc winning d nu m ber of
vtctones along the way, the Bar tists accep ted philo .
sop hic allv th e defea t of th ei r eHorts to o urlaw the sale
of in tc xica ung beverages. since rhcv recogn ized rhe
vast number of Eu ropeans in th ei r stare wh o drank

iml:ti l:t inR To show the extent 10 which some congrc­
gallons went in advocanng temrc rdnce. r.lisin ....arcr
W ;I' subvuuned for "th e juice of the J:l.lpe" in the
enrnmunion service at lamestown and elsewhere.
Minutes of the Central Bareisf Church, lamcstown,
Rh ode Island, 1 .s6,:;- 1~. Februa rv J, 187.';.

•
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A corner {If fhl.' ,~lInday School room in rhl' P!arnlil'1d Strel'!
Free Ba/'tiU Church. Olnl'y\'llk of an earlier day. holds the
tem perance 1/..1. willi the temperance pledge on the
nearby blackbo<lrd.

From Ihe slime MJU/ce~'()me,~ c d('cora ream o tto from
PrO\'ubs 20.
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socially . At the same time , howeve r, they vn wed to

train their children in the way of tempe rance. beltev­
inJ:; that prohibinon at its worst was better than license

at its best.3!

The story about defe nding Theobse rvance of Sun day

w as much th e same. Until well into the Twentieth
century the Bap tists o f Rh od e Island interpreted
Sun day as Th e Ch risti an Sab bath. They kept the day in

puritan strictness in res po nse to wh at th ey believed to
be a di vine com ma nd, convi nce d th at such an observ ­
ance was also vital to the civ il, social, an d rel igious
welfa re of th e cornmuni tv . M an uallabor an d poular
pleasures were forbidden . w hile rest , wo rship. and

meduation were en ioined. Again the re were tcrnporarv
triumphs . but the Bapnsts were rowing against the tide.

The legislative attempt in 1926 to guard Sunday from
commercial amusements failed decisively owing to

the popularity of commercialized sports, th e in troduc­
l ion of the " con tinenta l" Sabba th by the throngs of
immigrants, the dem and lor rec reation in a state known

fur i ts resort areas, an d the m inori ty s tatus of th e Bap­
tists and those wh o cam paigne d with them , Individual s

m igh t observe th e day as they pl ea sed , hut the larger
society would not huy the Baptist interpreta tio n .

Ce rta in amusements .....e re also frowned u pon in the
n ineteenth ce ntury . Ga mbling. especially , drew th e
displeasure of the descendants of Roger Will iam..
There had been an evolution of judgment concerning
this practice . A Ioncrv raised funds for the erection of
the Irurial building occupied by thc people of the First

Church at Bristol in 1811 , and the Congregational and
Episcopal churches freque ntly replenished their
treasu ries by the same mee ns.v As the cen tu ry pro­
grcsscd, howeve r, Bap tists wh o believed th e custom to

be an ally of th e "s aloon," de plo red the low m oral
sent ime nt which pcrrni tied its exi sten ce, su ppo rt ed th c
crusade of one of th e gove rnors of the sU tc again st the

pr actice, sugges ted th at their members boycott the
state fa ir whe re it was especially prom in en t, and urg....d
the mi niste rs to preach against the evil un til the public

conscience was awakened :'" The leach in g of the
Baptists helped TO raise several generations within their
nwn de nomination who refrained from garnhling, but

32 Narragam/."It A'.,oCldllOn Mmutes.1919, 98.
33 Rev. S, D. Moxley, "History of the First Baptist Church,

Bristol, Rhode Islan d," we ncn A"oci<ltioll M lIl u tes.
1896, 111.

34 Narraganset! A"ociatlon Alinutes, 191.~, 9J, Warren
Association Mmutes, 1894.~l ; Convenuon Minutes,
1912, 93.

again their legislative e fforts failed to prevent rhe
practice.

Violation of th e seventh commandment and mher

norms of a traditional code of sexual morality brough t
stern discipline from the chu rches. Opposition was

likew ise exp ressed to movies, lit era tur e, and dress Th at
we re conside red indecent , and to th e alarming in crease
in the number (,f di vorccs in th e cou n try, One gains

th e im pressio n from th e records of th e ch urche s in rhe
n in eteent h century, that th e Baptists we re long on
discipline and shan on forgive ness. 1n the twen tie th
ce n tury, however. more positi ve , hut sl ill pe rso nal,

methods we re advocated as answe rs to a changinJ:;
moral climate, such as instruction of the young people

hy Their parents and teachers in " the sac red laws of
health and purity," the exaltation of successful ma r­
ria~l's and ideal homes, and teach ing from the pulpit
about the sacredness of huma n rcrsonaIily .'s

On a wide r and sceminglv more progressive scale,

prison reform at tracted the in terest of the Baptis ts. a
result of the high value they placed upon hum an li fe
;1OL!a re i lcct ion of thei r desire to convert the in dividu al

on every socia l level. O ne year afte r th e clec no n of
Francis Waylan d in IR;)1 as cha irman of the Board of

In spect or s of the State Prison and the Providen ce
COU nTy Jail , capita l punishment was abolished in
Rhode Island . Other reforms during h is tenure of ofiiee
included the en largement of the STa te prison to more

comfortably house The inma tes , the addition of a
Iihrary and chapel to provide extra facilities for
recreation and worsh ip, and the modernization o f the

hospital to better serve the medi cin al needs of
the pnsoncrs.v lnnove nous of a devotional nature
paralleled the soc ial refor m, as services of wor sh ip
were cond ucted and a Sun day School was estabhshed
wit h th e vcn ctablc preside n t of Brown acting as

superi ntenden t and a teacher o f nne of the cla sscs.:"
All of th ese changes we re pre dica ted upon Wayland's
conviction that " the con vie rs alt hou gh they have
done wron g, are me n and women enm led 10 the

privileges of humanity. T hey have a right to a
comfonable abode, pure air, and rhc opportunity of
moral improvemcnr.vP If this we re the humane

.~,'i Convention Minutcl. 1908, 136.

3(, Wayland and Wayland, II, ,142· 343.

37 IbId ., ,\4 6--," 7.
J!I Ibid. ,3,n-

..



44 RH ODE. l ~ l A:'IIn HAPT ISTS

rcspun w 10 a dav when prisnncrs were treated
ha rsh ly , o ther Rhode Isl and Bapr lsrs in other days

called fnr just ice when jud,i:es ap paren l l.,. misused
thei r pa rduuing powers and see med overly sw aye d
hy sympathy and scnumcnr . \II

In their attitude toward people of other races and
rcltgion s. the B;tprisls wer e nonceabl v to lerant,

alt hough th is should not lead the reader 10 assume
that full -Hedged in tegra non wit h the Nel:JObecame
a reality IlJ IhJI attempts to proselytize Rom an

Catholics were abandoned There we re instances wh ere
N egroe -s were membe rs oi wh ite congregat ions, but

the number ....·JS few because th e Negro populann n
....·JS ..mall , and mcvr oj th em chose 10 remai n w ithin
the fcllo .... ship of their own ,l:TOUpS, such as th e

Shiloh and Congdon Street churches o f N ewport
3nd Providence These congregations w ere gra nted
tull privilclI:l:s in the Narruga nsc rt an d w arren
Assoc i.nions, so that "inrcgrauon " too k pl ace more

ncriceablv on the A..sociarion level than at th e level
of the 101,'.11 ch urch . Nevcnhclcss the door 10 m em ­
be rsh ip W.1S ope n in IOCJI congreg.mons , 3Sevidence d
by the constitut ion and hv-laws of the ch u rch at
Iamesto wn which speci fied in 190J th a t " mem bersh ip

sh all he composed of pe rso ns of hoth se xes an d any
na !ion a!it y or race who have give n good evide nce
of convc rslon .v-"

Alt hough hea vily outnum be red by th em in the late
ninet een th and early tw entiet h ce n turies, the

Raptist<; desired for th e Roman Catholics th e benefit
of rel lgiu us linert y, a pr in ciple u po n which the state

had been fou nd ed hy th ci r spi r itual forefathers.
Co ns iste n t with this po siti on , they deplored the

entrance of a religiou s qu estion into the national elec­
tion of I nil when Alfred Sm ith was campaigning for
the pre sidency . The Roger Williams Association went
on record as disapproving any attempt to defeat a

can dida te m erely on th e basis o f a differing religious
creed.'! At th e same tim e the day of real dialogue had
not yet arr ived . Rarh cr . th e Bapusts viewed religious
libcnv as pf(l \,idi n ..: an oppo rtu n ity for Catholics to

becom e Protestants in respon se to th e zealous efforts
of th eir o ....·n m issionaries. These mi ssionaries be -

.N Rev \ \-' ,urcn RJnJnlrh ."Annu,l l Sermon 01 the
Narral:ol " "': t1 Bartlst Association," Narragu"~et/

..t-me ld/"'" .\ fmll le'. 18M. \.1

~O Minutes of th e Central Rartl~t Church.Tames rcwn ,
Rhode Icland , 1!!(,7·I <;OO. Ar rJl l , 1'XU

~l RO.'!.t:I \V tllw m ' A ocraunn Mmute ~ , 1922, I:;J.

42 Convennon Mmurf' ~ . 19.11. 4-t

licv cd they we re sim rly offering to sh are their religious

"r rcasurc" with th ose who, in their judgm en t, had
li tt le vital experience of faith and were inadequately
m in iste red to hy th eir ow n leaders.st

In no fiel d did th e Bapt ist s of Rh od e Island make
a m ore sal ient contri bu t ion 10 thei r own cause in the

st a te an d th e C h ris t ian ca use in gen eral, than in the
field of ed ucat ion . Their Edu cat ion Socie ty, estab­
lished in 1791, was th e Iirs t in the denom ina t ion and
led the wa y in stressing the n eed lor a tra in ed
m in ist ry. It was leh th at such a mi n ist ry would make
more effective th e work of the local church, m eet th e
" th reat" of Roman Cat holicism , an d provide th e
necessa ry leadership for the m ission field s. By the

twentieth ce ntury, the convention, working in close
coope rarion with the Education Socie ty, requ ired a
m in imum standard for all ca n dida tes wh ose ordina­
tions wc re to be recogni zed by the de no mi n ation.

This requ irem en t in 1921 was defi n ed as a tw o-year
course or its equivalent in th e study of English
grammar. the Bihle. Bihlical theology , Raptis! h istory,

hom ile tics. m issions , and reli giou s educauon.v'
Such a progra m was a progressive s tep for a denomina­

t ion whose ch u rches were governed by an auton­
omous poli ty , It was also th e result of Baptist effo n s

th a t Brown Un ive rsi ty ca me into exis ten ce and ,
under denomination al control from 1764 to 1945 ,
gu ided the acad em ic t rai ni ng 01 thousands of yo ung
men preparing for vari ou s professional car eers ..J.l

The most prom in ent of the Baptist leaders at Brown
and th e foremost educ ato r of h is gen eration was

undoubtedl y Francis wayland . th e fourth president of
the ins ti tut ion. wh n se rved from 1817 to 1855 .
Progressive in hi s ed uc ation al philosophy, although

frmltatin..:]y conscrvnrtvc in religious out look, he
conducted a major rcorgont aauon of the university,
the ccntrul feature oi wh ich was the introduction of
the elective system , permuting the student to choose

courses wh ich he felt would he of maximum worth in
lat er ye ars. T hi s pr op osal, tried earlier on a major
scale onlv at th e Universi ty of Vir~inia , w as part of

th e equ alita ria n tren d of the t im es and gave to the
ind tvidu nl a feeli ng 0/ opport u n ity and freedom of

H Ibid 1922, 4 ~ .

~~ In realuv . Bolrtl't control of Brown Umversirv had
been relmqurshed hv the btl' 1930' s , howeve r, i t W d S

nOI un1l 119~S a t the lim e of an amended cha rter that
II was otnctcllv declared that "neither trustee, fellow,
ptcsulent, rrnles"or . tu to r. no r th e ho lder of any other
otuce" should he the member of a parucular denomina­
lion Rw wn Unl\'c t'JI )" Cha rla with Amrndmenu
and NUle' , 19..5 [Provid ence. Brown Umversuy. 194:;).
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choice so important to the Independent ciuzen of th e

United Srares." While ap praised Iavorahly by later
generations of educa tors, the plan proved too revolu­
rionarv for Wayland 's nmc and the drag of inertia

and conservaus m defeat ed it .~ Although unsuccessful

in the immediate context of the experiment ,
Wayland's democra t ic prnposa Is es tablished a prin r
claim in nearly the wh ole field of educa tion ,

In the pursuit of peace and in th e area dealing with

th e reLHion~hips bet .....ec n capital and labor, th e
Bapt is ts made important declarations. While not

doctrinaire pacifists, they strongly championed th e
cause of peace , helicvtng war to he contradictory ttl

the spirit of Ch rist , adve rse to th e hest in te rests o f the
human race, d tin an ciaI burden to th e people o t the
.....orld, and a futile method of se tt ling international
diffe rences, Although twi ce th ey suppo rted mili ta ry

conflict in the defense o f principles they believed to

be a t stake Ilihl'rty for ~J1 1 and the worth of democracy
at th e time of the Civil Wa r and world War II, when
the hostilities ceased they con t in ued to st ress arbi­

trat ion , disarmament, and peace con feren ces 3S the
m ost successful wavs {If achiev ing a wa rless wo rld."

On the question 01 capita l and labor the socia l
vie .....s of Rhode Islan d Itlptist~ ap peared mode rately
libe ra l , although it is di sappointing th a t more was not

said on this sub jec t, sinc e m ost oj the men in rhe
Baptist chu rch es represent ed th e laboring cleme nt .
T hey regret ted in dustr ial unrest , advocated eq ual

justice for al l classes, an d fe lt th is cou ld best be
achieved hy "practici ng the pr in ciples of coopera tio n

and b rothe rhood as revealed in the life and teach ings
of Jesu s Christ."4 ~ The Ianer approach included the
support of lcgisla no n and cooperation w it h other

groups designed to hring allevia tion in areas where
injustice wa s at work . At the same time the Bapt ists
de plo red the radical action of lab or because of the
encou ragement it gave to "Bolshevisuc docmnes."
Nevertheless, the responsibility oi the chu rch and
industry to rhc workcr w·as maintained at least in
th eory. President Faun ce of Brown Un iver sity made
th is point cleat when ad dressing the N ort hern
Bap tist Con vent ion at De nver in 1927:

45 Merle Curt i,The Gr nwlh 01Am n iemr Thuu1.hl
[New YOlk, Harper and Bros" 19511, J(,l .

46 \\/. G, Roel kcr , Frdn<:l' Warland, II Ne1.J t'cti'd Pionen
o l ll J ~he t EJuc<ltlOn (Worcester, Amcri ean Antiquarian
Society, 19-141,51.

47 Bec;ausc of this poSItIOn Ihe Baplisls of RhoJe Island
,i:rtt led enthusiaslJcally Ihe lesuh s of the Portsm outh
Peace Conference of 1905which ended an ei~hteen

months' tOIl/lie t in Ihe Far East het ween lapan and

The church must affi rm tll1lt all llollnt (,lltrtpri.~e

is d ['iutnd ,hip in w hich all men SIIOU/d work with

common pu rpose. common rnponsihilit),. ond
common ,~hare in the tem ll ... \\'e mus t
Ch rist ian i:e rhe process as \\"ell liS the product o f
indlw t y, W e In U It ~i\'e fu l/er , free r, (iller life to

1111 who work bcsidt' !H, on which ever side of tile
~ ld S.S door th ,'y si t. \\'e must gtve thdf fullct life ,
nOIou t of hClle\ 'o!en ce , but out o f rusuce. not 11.(

" welfare work ," but as one o f the COHS of pr odnc­
t ion W e must liff ur th e standards of housin~,

SclHI(J /illg, l i l' in~ , \v«m UH prcn'n f til e deple tion of
111"IIdl. rile eX/Will/ion o( energy. the st rain <lnd
ft't IMnrr o f feat and musr make th e health and
h(1rpin('~s of rhe lVotke H the firs t char~e up on
a/1 r roductiw imlu.Hry ..:9

Various methods were employed hy the proponents
of these social issues in their e ffo rt to sec th em
realized and to estab lish the Kingdom of God u pon

earth , The stress of th e Baptists in most instances
.....as the ch ange of the individual through conversion .
pastoral teaching. and ch urch discipline . On seve ral

occasions , h owever, legislation, boycott , and di rec t
protest were employed , Near the end of our pe riod of

studv , leaders (If the conven t ion had come to the
conviction that something m ort: w as needed than

th e traditional spir itua l approach to solve social ilk
When the Bartists 01 Rhode Island gathered for th eir
an nual conclave in 1926 they passed a resolution
wh ich reflected this hclicf:

Rt'so/\'ed . tlwl wh ile full y cmr hasi:i nx rhe m i ...sion
v i 1111' local Chu rch to e \"JIlgcl i:e and to soin usatizc
th e mdivuiual li ie and socrcry. we .~ hollid aIm
t rt·o 1!.n i;;;t' IIll' c/o w , milucntial and ""pon , i/lk

re!<Jtion of tile church 10 the wcJJ-bdng of society
i11gcn r rill, alid tilt' reiore , I\'(' " /lO UJd s I udy einn csrly

In ilr ply the j\ ld'I""~ fl'ddl ing 10 the soc iai and
mduHt1dl r robll' lJh of the t itllt'( and rh us furth er

H i.( gUM conce pt ion o f th e ..r'Ui nx ur o f Ih e King­
dom of C o,1 Oil ,',11 th,5O

Here was ,I Ruidelim' for the future that woul d

endeavor, in the sri ril of Walter aauschenbusch . to

Russia ; thcv approved wilson's SUrr0T! of the League
nt Nanons and H,lrd in1. 'Spw rnsal in 19l.l that the
United States ente r the permanent Court of Inte rna­
nonaltusuce . and, they commended rhe leade rs of the
Lon don Co n ference 011930 i"r their pan in hringmg
about a redu etlon of ndv,l.1 dtmdments,

4 11 COIl\'f'ntlOll .\ 1mu les, 1919, 5<;,
~9 Th e Rhode hland B<lrti.~I , 'unt', 1927
50 CO/lventioll MilllltC.(, 1926, .'>4
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Christiani:e the very structure of society without

ceasing in efforts to convert the individual.
In ret rospect it may hesaid that the social declara­

tions of the Bapnsts covered wide 3TC:aS, srtmulatcd

much thought and reflected a concern for this world.
In some instances they expressed conservative and
rradinonal iudgmenrs in orher areas Ihey were
among the progressive forerunners of their limes,
For example, they strengthened rhc forces which

successfully anackcd Ne,l!;TO slavcrv, rhcv SCi an
example for a more humane penology, they con ­
sistent ly emphasized the imporra ncc of the educated
leader, and they joined with ot he rs in questing for a

W;HIeSS world.
lf a criucnl judgment remain s. it is reflec ted in

the wish that, proport io nate ly, more o f th ei r energy
mi ght have oren devote d to the really cru cial

issues. O ne also SUSPl'ctS th;,1t the Baptists m ay have
hcc u strong on resolutions, sermons, and other
de clarations, and correspondingly wea k on the " how"
of solving the ills of the world Th is, however. was

not exclusively a problem of the Baptists!
In broad term s, the Baptists of Rhode Isla nd , like

those of the larger denomination, believed in religious
libcrtv. regenerate membership, believers' baptism,

the authority of the Bible, and the autonomy of the
local church They applied these convictions 10 J

numhc r of specific siruarions in their own state.
In keeping fai lh with Roger WiIIiJ m s, ;)s well as

espousing a convtcnon which they believed to be
Biblical in ongtn. they championed the doctrine of

soul-Hhc rtv, and its coroll.rrv. the separation of ch urch
.md state. This meam, in practical te rms, the granti ng
of freedom to the Roman Catholic majority to wor ship

acco rding to their own tradlrlons. \Vh en accused,
however, of proselyling me mbers of the Roman
Catholic iJ ith thro ugh thei r preac hing. the Baptists
;,lppealt.-d III the same doctr ine, convinced th at eve ry
person has the right 10 chouse his own helief, in­

cluding Catholics who ..... ishcd til become Protes tants.
To deny such freedom, in the cradle of religious
hbcrrv, Rhode Island Bap lists felt would be the
supreme irony."!

~I ,nld.. 19Jl. H!.

~2 In 19HI an editorial in Th~ RhoJc hl,m.l1l<lptiH sta led
tbat making New Year's resolutions i~ fussinll: ..... ith tbe
hands of rhe watch. while rell:eneratlon is rUlIin/; in
new works' Februarv. 19U1.l,

'\3 The First Church at Ne ..... ron in I~M declined to ~rant

one of liS members a letter of drsrrnsvmn to join the
Second Church because of the open communion views
ofrhe rmruvrer of the laul.'r cnnl:re!:a!ioll.

Conve rsion, whether the resu lt 01 rcvivallsric or
cduearional techniques, ..... as vie wcd as a prerequisite

to membership in local churches, and w as expected
to produce tangible qualities of Christian character. ,2

To safeguard these requirements, individuals pro­

fessing: conversion were examined when joining the
churches and thereafter were subject to their discipline,
In Rhode Island du ring the nineteenth century, causes
which brought about censu re by the church. usually

exclusion, included unbrorherlv annudcs. "worldh­
ness," breaches of the moral code, theological
devi a tio n , and indifference rn religious res!"onsibi l ir ies.
By the turn into the twentieth centu ry, however,

forma l discipl ine by the ch urches had virtua lly dis­
ap peared du e til the di fficulty of exercising punit ive
action in small fellowships, 'I deeper understa nding
nt the gospel. and the recognition of hu man Lillihility

in exe rcising mora l judgments Th e belief in th e
necessity of conversion, howeve r, remained .

Although Rhode Island Bapt ists we re convinced
that baptism hy immersion should be restricted to

believers. they we re divided as to whether or not this
ordinance should he J prerequisite to the observance
01 communion. The mnst serious controversy over
this issue took place at Newport in the .XOOS, w here
the advocates of closed communinn won a temporary
\'ielOry.·1 T he ulrimatc triumph, however, belonged

to the more libe ral forces who argued their cause
irom rhc absence of uniformity in the observance
of communion among autonomous churches, the
example of eminent Baptist clergymen who taught

and practiced unrestricted communion, the lack oi

specific scriptural leach in/: in this matter, an d rhc
belief in rel i/.:iou~ lihc rtv whe tchv each self-governing
congrega t ion might make ib ow n dcctsion.>' T he
Cent ral Bapti st Ch urch o j [nrncstnwn in ]fl72 ;lppl" 1TS

til have been the first church roadrni t all Ch ristia ns
to the ordina nce." By 191Horen communion was
practiced throughout rhc state, owin/.: in la rge measure
to the pioneering clergymen and churches, the
libcrahzing tendencies oj the twentieth ce nrury, and
the impact of the Free \ .... ill Baptists, one ol ....-hose main
convictions was a hclict in oren communion.

:w Letter hom gev C. H xtalcotrn III Rev. Henrv E
Robbins, da tcJ November 6, lilM, incorporarcd in the
Mirurtcs nf the Second Bal'tlsr Church :--;"''''1'011.
Rhode Island, [Rf,.;-I906,

~" Minutes of the Centra] BJptist Church, lameetcwn.
Rhode Is[anJ. 1R67·]HY7, 21.
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The key word was "Conque.q" and rh e emphasis I\'(IS on
m il,IIOI),l rv work ond rdll<,,rri,,n when r'lr Ral'n' l YOIIII"
Peop/c ',1 Union of Am en ca hel d 1/.1 rwrlfdl mrrm,llnmal

The Bible WJ~ viewe d as the supreme authority for
man in mailer s of Ian h and pracncc It was inevitable.
however, that intcrprctanons of th e Scriptures sho uld

bc made. As one traces these interpretations, a per ­
ccpublc. if not ;J rad ical ch.m gc becomes evident. T he
Calvtnt sm o f th e early yeah is modified J.nJ becomes
th e firm on hodo xv of th e ninet een th cen tu ry. This
conse rvansm of belief WJs illustrated by th e adoption
of the Ncw Hampshire Decl aration 01Faith by a
maiorny of th e congregauons in the last half of the
centu ry. In the twentieth century, most of the
churches located in small to w ns and rura l arcu s
refle cted J n od nional, orthod ox Ih eology. They ....'ere
conse rvauve without being fundamenrahsr. li herali:­
inR influences, ho weve r, m adc their .....ay into rhc
urban ch u rches, especially rhc congregations in
Providence such ;I S Cal vary IJJp t i ~ t , Cen tral Ilaprist,
and old First Church. Hcrc;u "dominant mino rity"

:m Rnhcll Hand v uses the cxprcsviuu "dominan t minority"
when rdcrlln~10 Ih~ libct.rl mtlucncc on th e Amen­
can scene in rhe lirst tw" UCc; lUCS of the twenticr h
cc nturv_Sec "l~hor Stephen ~eill , cd, T went ieth
Century Ch",wnH~'IGJTdcn City, New York, Dolphin
Bonks. 196-'\ 11'\.1.

convennon In Provrdence lnf,m rr\' If ill! nn Snnrh .\lain
Strre r lwlJ tb l' a rrem ivc cm wd on ~il rll r "{J i' CI'I'01I1,1O:. luly
12,1902,

exercised torcefullead etsbip and influenced th e
convention out oi.111 proporuon to their numbcrs.>

Rh od e leland Baptist s were quick to affirm their

hclid in the uumnumv of the local church, although
thcv differed in rhctr understanding of this auto­
ncmv. Fran cis wayland , progressive in educatio nal
ph ilosophy, hut co nsis te n tly conservauvc in rcfiglous

outlook , viewed th e church as a completel y indc­
pendent unit, w ith no representation accorded by it
10 J IJT/:e r denomination th rough sta te conventions 51

Or~;1 n izunon 01 any n a ture he v lowed J~ dcuonunu­
nonal "machinurv," complica ted , curnhrous . and
Ircqu cnrlv soul-dcsrrovmg.v Wh ile rejecting repre­
sentat ion 01 th e ch urches hy a convention , \\ J~'lanu

favored the sup por t oi m issionaries by societ ies
composed oi peo ple whose voluntary fina ncial con­
tributiuns cuutlcd them , as members, to dir ect rh..
activities oi these organiz.nions.t" I Ic was care fu l to

':>7 Fran cis \\' avln nd . NOl/' I on rh f' Puncipies and Pracricf"
nf 11,lpO'1Chl1 rdle~ ("o~lUn , Could and Lin coln. IRS71.
fllr J unique Ilf Wavlauds posruon sec \\' in th rup S
Hud- on. "Snimbhnc into Disorde r." Foundations,
April , l "' ~S ,

5~ Wayland . IS! .
~9 W3yIJ.nd, 190

•
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ma ke .r disrincnon between such benevolent societies,
formed and sustained bv individual Baptists, and a
convention which supposed lv represented all the
churches. The majontv 01 Baptivrs. howeve r, rccog­
niced rhc d;ln~cr;. ut an excessive independency and
succcsstullv pll'd lor J vpirit 01 unity and cooperation.
They h:llo\',";.hip{X'd with ClHhtiJns oj other dcnomi­
nations, unucd with the Free Will Baptists, and
applied their strcngrh to a dcnorninauonal plan

which became a reality in 1907 through the form a uo n
of the Nurthcm Baptl;.t Convention.

In retrospect it would seem that while the Baptists
of Rhude Island aifirmed bread principles of belief
rhcv .....ere more acuvrsucallv inclmcd than thcologl­

eallv precise. The pw!:ram 01 most of rhe churches
was charactcnzcd hy cv angclism. hortatory preaching,
the development and nourishing oi Christian virtues,
and social icllo\',ship, rather than a steadv and precise

diet oi doctrinal te.lChin): It would also appea r that
.ilrhough Rhode "land Bapnsrs conrnburcd no prom i­
ncnr rheologran to the Amcrtc.m reli~ious scene, they

did provtdc 'I number ot lcadc rs in th e aca demic
and pastorallic lJs ""ho<oc influence extended beyond
the st.uc in which rhcv se rved. Francis wavland's
hrondcning ot the tr.Hlil ioll,t! curriculum an d his
introduction ot the elective system at Brown set a

pa t tern for Arncric.m cducanon, while his "Society"
principle stimul.ncd the development oi gre a ter

ccrumllznnon in Bapt ist dcnornin .nlonalll fc hy those
..... ho llppOSL'd him Some 0\ the pastors of the state
rende red no t onlv ,J fai thful .m d per siste nt service
whe re I'rotcstnnrs were a distinct religtou s m in or ity,
but also extl'n ded thvir Influence to wider areas of
rcspon sihll nv . T hese include d David Benedict,
CIUUllCCY Lcon .ud Bcni.imin Tc Livinusturt, and
E, H lohnsou Benedic t became an early Baptist
historian; l eon;tr d , of the Congdon Stree t Chu rch,
Prov idence. WJS the firvt Negro eh Jplain to serve in

the United Sratc s A rmy ,It the u rnc of the Civ il W J ri
Livingston Jt:tL'd 'IS L'xecuti\"(' sec retary of the Slate
cOO\'Clllinn ami concluded his caree r wi th a pro/c"sor-

ship at Eastern Seminary i and Ioh n son moved from

rhc Union naptisl Church in Prov iden ce 10 J profes­
smship in Ch ricna n T heology at Croze r Sernin arv.

T he Baptists in Rhode Islan d fro m 1825 to 1931
arc to be remembered lo r the ex tent of their coopera­
tion with the Slate convention; an evangel istic fervor
which pioneered a Protestant ministry among the

immigrants in the stale, a ma rked social senstnvny
svmbohccd in the leading layman of the period,
Francis Wayland. the most prominent congregation

in the state (Calvary Raptist of Pro vidence), and the
Social Service Commission of the State Convention;
and J tirm lovaltv to RJptist principles including

freedom 01bclict and separation of church and sta re.
Through these and nthl'r contributions they had a
shari' in creatin!: the social and religious environmen t

of J ~rowin!: America. \ Vhile thev could not make
pcrtcct the ;.tale in which rhev lived. to &:IY nothi ng
of the lal,i;er counrrv of which they we re a part, in
borh state and nat ion , rhcv len a postuve beneficial
Influence ..•..hieh continued to he an integral part of
the America n dream.

The histol1' 01Rhode bla nd Bapt iMs also raises
some thouxhtpmvoki ng questio ns lor the co ntcmpo­
rJ ry church. For example, docs a st ress upon rel igious
liherty tend to reduce evangelistic fervor or is it
pmsihll' ior Ihesc two em phases to live toge ther

compa til'!ly? Furthermore, in light oi the few con -
\"I' rsion s m.nlc :1I!1lltl.t:: the imm igr,lms in Rhode
lslaud. ~h{luld Protestants seck to conve rt n on­

Protest.mrs or should they ex pe nd thei r ene rgie s in

the cndc n\' ()J til find co m mo n rchglous ground 1Al so
dl'spitl' the unusual degrl'e of coopcra t inn amo ng th e
chu rches th rough the st.t tc co nvention, docs th ere
still remain an cxccsxivc autonomy in ma ny Baptist
eungregJtiom; Finellly, while the answe rs of th e

BJp tists to social prul-lcms cun trihured tu th e at mos­
phcrc of change, wh at can he done bv the larger

ch u rch to ~l't beyond rcsolunons an d sermons to

de ..'elop 'I specific pWl:lam 01 renewal on the matters
of ,i; reatest worth;

l



J\ lore Notes 011 HllfJde hl,md Cabinermake rs
and Thei r Work

Further recent H'~eJ rl,:h among the ma nuscr ipt s,

accou n t honks. .md deed l-ooks oi the Rhode Island
H i~ lor i cJ I Soctctv hJ'" hrnu.e:ht to [igh t inform .mon on
ne ..... worker s In,1other matters discussed in I n earlier

a rnclc.! Ten m en . previo usly un listed, h ring the
tota l n umbe r of cabmc r- and cha irm akc rs adde d to

the roster s 10 ~~ \Vorkl'r s in Bristol and Kingston , JS
we ll J S in Provid ence an d Ncwp orr we re als o found

One of the sutpri~in.e:discoveries h as hce n the
prevalence of men in Providence who made furni tu re,

patt icul atlv bcmrc rhc Rcvolu uon. Perhaps th is
,11OUld have hccn expec ted. 'IScvc rv household
needed chJ irs and tJ h ll's. and the populanon ..... JS not
th aI small T he Cahmetrnakc r...' A.e:reemenl in 17';(,,2

the fi r... t known tll exi ...t in the colon ies. i... si ~nilic Jnl

J '" it in dica tes IhJI compcuuon in Providence must

have reached th e point where it was ndvi sahle 10

regula te prices Helpful also is the rtchncs... o f the
...ocicrv' ... collect ions. which hTln.e:'" to li .e:h t records

in depth in manv ttclds
It h JS been pat tlv rhc tashion in m anuscript col­

lcct iun s to disrl' ~' ,lf <.l in voices an d orhc r dull reminders
of c,Jrly tr.rdc in favo r nt doc ume n ts tha t il lus t rate

the co u rse of cvcms. hieorv. or the l ive ... of people. BU I
rhcse litt le !>Iips 01 pare r Ihat 'I(;knowled.e:e receipt of

m on ey lor ch airs. desks. and orlu-r items. serve
ir npormn t purposes J' wcll.

One of th ese ~ i lls ha ... prcsent ed J ma jor m ystery
about one 01 ou r most famous cahi nc tmake rs. It is

an invoice oi "Robc rt Sle \'cns, deceascd" to th e
" [sta tc of John Go dd ard. deccascd" and covers Ihe
sale uf kalher, fahrics, pin s, Cle., an d th e following
two items ' " 177(, In cO\'e rin.e: ch air I ~ ·o ,n" and " Ian.

17(,s 10 chai rs that "'ou fcceh'ed the m nney for Sun
l~ may be 'hur' or 'some'l n01 carried out ('1-(,-0"]
A Roh ert SIC\'ens di d u pholsle r", work ill r Isaac Sl'nle r
in the 17,'lO, and I?YOs. alld it is l ikcly th ,1I hi s LlIhcr,

with the s,lmc n.mIe, J iJ simila r \o'o'o rk for Godd ard.
But ..,..hieh C llddard ~ T hl' first rccugn i: l',1 cahinet·

maker naml'd Joh n GoJdJrJ dil'll in 17,'l:;. sn could
not he " dccea,ed" in 17(,R T he infcrenel' is then th a t

M r Oll" the Juthnr nj Th .. /,/1II Bnm II }lou,,' L',m
£xhlbHln" 01 Rh,,,ll" 1</<ln,1 fUlI/l/ur.. Irr" .... JcllC<· 1'}(,o,1

I loser h K. Ott. "Rl"ccllt {)iSCOVl'!lC'" ,lm"ll~ RhOlk Island
CJhinetlllah'rs and Thcll \\'lllk," Rlw<lt·t,land 1f1.\lOr~'.

v. 2fol , nu. I. Wllltcr 196Y Ihereafter cited "ReCl'ut
Discoveries "J

Stevens di d the work for anothe r John Godda rd in a
diffe ren t trade, but rh c nature of th e en tries for cloth

and chair cove ring lead... one 10 the teeli ng tha t Steve ns
was supplving a iu rn itu re ma ker Is th is a curious

coincidence nr is there an ot her John Goddard m aking
fur nit ure in Ih is pe riod of wh om we ar c u naware :
Time, ;111\1 a grcut deal more work, will tell . It sho uld

he stared th at this hill co uld be J recapitulat ion 10

scrrle the estate's debts, hu t there is no indication

this is the ca se land there nor m allv is in similar
docurnc nrs], no form al rcceipuug of the am ounts, and
in an y eve nt the l im e period between th e last sale
rec orded in 1770 an d Coddard's dea th in 17R:;

seems quill' lon.e:
O ther hills hel p solve mvstcncs. In "Recent Dis-

covcncs " the term "th ree hack chair" wa ... d iscussed
with pusxible reference to th e uph ols tered arm ch airs
illustrJ tcd the re. It ap pears n ow tha t the term applies

to J IVpCuf ha nnivtc r hack, slat back, or windsor se ttee
of simple na tu re. The inve n to ry of "goods and th in gs"

thut lolm Baker of Reh oboth gave hi s daugh te r
"R ebekah T ulb iu" in 17(,0 and Inte r. in 1766 , his
llJugh tcr "Itarhshcba Slatc rc." in cludes "six th ree

back s BIJck chairs ()' I!'\-O" an d "2 tw o backs w h ile
chaiTSO·~·O."~ Ban nistcr hacks and wlndsor s would

USUJ lly be pain ted . and this explai ns the nature of
the term Incldcruallv, the vast number s of chui rs
and othe-r items somc times found in es tnrc inven to ries

might nor nccess.mlv in dicate tha t all these were in

llOe hl'uS('; liiten J m an willed lurnilure to his ch ildren
thaI w a... locall' d Jt the tlmc in the ir owo h ouses
lusually if they were n1<lrricd J, ;lnd th l' inleren ce
wou ld hI.' that th e par ent had hecn helping yo un.e:
cou ple ... tu rn ish nl' Whomes,

T ltc Icd.l':c r hllok Of \\' ill ia rn Proud ,' h'pt aflc r his
dl',u h in 177<) by his slIn, Sam ul'! Jnd I) Jnicl in

1' ](>\,idc1lcc. h as Ill,llly rderenCl'S to thrl'e ha ck ch airs.
tls uallv in Sl'tS1I16 (although thl'f l' is IInc en try to

SJmucl Ahorn Il,r It' such pieel's a t.l tOlal of .\· IH-o
in 17,'l:;1 As Ihe !'rouds werc primJ rily lurners :lOd
m Jde m ,lll \' hanniste r hJc k ch.l irs, th is su ppo rts the

1 ruserh K Ott, Th.' f"hn Ilmwn /llIu'e LO<l n E.'Chrnirinn
01 Rhod.. h/<lnd FurntrllF<' Irw\'IJencc, The Rhode Island
tllsl<>TlcJI Snell't\" lW,;I. I ~ ~ _ I 7;

Ch.1nmn,l:,ElIl'!\ 1'.lrctS.Thl' RhoJe Isl.mJ
H i ~wllc ;\ 1 SUCll· t....

~ Dn',! lIuok ~B . Th e Rhode I... land I Ilstnric,t! SlKil·ty
S WJili.llll l' roud l ed~c r Book 177.\· IIIJ'i. ,I\\S, The

Rhode IslanJ f1IS!OllcaI 5ociel\'
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SIlCP, ol'idclh:e clll>mfllllilkers si~nl'd th IS rricc.fixin~

il.l:l l'Cmell r nf 1756 U$ rcn ' t'd in /757. n ow the /'udiest
known documeru 0' If> kind.
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theory about the te rm. It is curious these were sold
in sets ; perhaps their usc was in meet ing houses,
churches, o r places whe re man y people con gregated.

T o return to lohn Baker of Reh oboth, we migh t
reca ll a "high -boy" in the eigh teenth century in
Rhode Island was called a " h igh case of drawers."
What th en is Mr. Baker 's add it ional bequest of a
" h ighlow case of dr awers 1-16-0" 10 h is daugh ter? It
is s till probably a highboy , and Mr. Bake r's terra in ­
ology a littl e quaint.

We were also concerned with the term " great
chair" in " Recen t Discoveries ..." and nOIable to
convince ourselves it meant an easy chair I"wing
chair" today] . Samuel and Daniel Prou d bill ed Peyton
Da na for a "g rate chair with rocke rs" in 1792, and
othe rs for th e same item in IHOMand 1819. The prices
ran from 0-10-6 to $2.80.6 Previ ou sly, in 1781, the y
ha d sold a " low gra te chai r" and a " low chair with
arms grate" to lona thon Coy .' Either a "great ch air"

meant different things to diffe rent people or it cer­
ta inly wasn 't an easy chair .

The account boo ks an d bills of wood tu rners like
the Prouds are extremely interesting and form a
SOrt of par allel relationship wi th those of nineteenth­
century blac ksmiths, in that they touched on pra c­
tically all facet s o f life-c-Iumnu re, handles for farm
and craftsme n's too ls, backgam m on cups, mending of
all sorts , bowls, and parts for nearly everything.

Terminology in the eightee nth century perhaps
reaches its most arcane in stance in the analysis o f the
inventory of the estate of M atthew Rob inson of
Souh Kingstown [who had moved the re from Ne w­
port}, taken Dec . 15, 1795.6 Am ong the man y
imp ressive paintings, books, and items of plat e and
furn it ure, arc listed

6 leather back and leather bottom chairs $5.
5 compass hack great chairs $.1.
6 Flag bottom fiddle back chairs $~.

6 leathe r bott om can I!) back dit to $6.
J leathe r bottom fiddle back ditto $2.50
2 Easy ditto S2.
1 slate table Sl.

The low valuations seem strange, although they
may reflect that the furn iture was old and OUIof
sty le. The real m ystery is in try ing to picture

6 Proud.
7 Proud.
8 Elisha POlin Collection, The Rhode Island

Historical Socierv.
9 William Antram's Bankruptcy , 1768, MS, The RhoJe

bla nd Historical Society.

each of the: forms listed .
A puzzle of a different sort is represen ted in an

auction sale of the effecls of the insolvent William
Antram of Providence, held to satisfy cred ito rs on
Sept. ~, 5, 6, 1765.9 A desk and book case [vsccrct ury"]
was sold to Oliver Arn old for 237-0-0. Th e h ighest
pr iced items of Newport work 10 my kn owledge in
th is period of in flated cu rrency were the desk made
for Nicholas Anderrese by lob and Edmu nd T ow nsend
for 33()-().0 in 1767 and a bookcase made for Aaron
Lopez {one of the richest merchants in New England]
by Edmu nd Townsend for MO-O-O in 1771.10 Unless
the auction bid ding got completely out of hand, an d
this seems un likely in that day and age, O liver
Arno ld bough t an item th at, if new, would have bee n
perh aps twice the pr ice, or over 400-0·0. Wh at did
it look like? Wa.~ it a grea t Rhode Island piece or
perha ps the latest an d hi ghest Lon don fashion! The
sa le of An rram 's im pressive estate must have bee n
the source of ccnversanon for days in Providence .

New cabinetmakers and additional notes on
existing ones have also been discovered lately in the
Society's co llcctions.Fn the liSl thal follows , as in th e
ea rlie r art icle , chairmakcrs are listed ..... it h cabinet­
makers for the sake of conve nience. It should be
noted tha t the term "joiner" was used frequ ently in
the eigh teenth century for "c abine tmaker," as he
" joined" wooden pa rts together; it is, in fact , the
earlier ter m . While there are some references to tax
reco rds and deed boo ks, these sources ha ve not been
systematically culled ; much work sull needs to be
done in the resea rch of our heritage. Much to my
surpr ise, examination of numerous South Counry
records has failed to turn u p ma ny wo rkers in the
Kingston are a; the re must exist records some where
of the men wh o serve d the local need s. An aster isk
before a name ind icates a wo rke r previously un listed .

-Bal1cock. lm rph. On Nov. 5, 1791, hilled estate of EJisha
Reynolds for a coffin 1-10-0,11I' robablv South ltingstown.
While carpenters also made coffins, this price would
indicate a higher order of workmansh ip.

•& ckr lor Backer}. Am os. In September 171)'; hilled Nathan
Gardner for mending chairs 1-1.0; " 10 paying William
Lunt fO II'.llntingchairsD-2-6"1and for a wooden wheel,
CIC . South Kin~swwn.1 2

10 Ethel HAil Bierkoe, C<lI'lfltlm<tkers o f America
[New York, 19571.

11 Potter .
12 Porter.
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' & lCfJ1l . Dolvi,1 Lrstcd In a Jl'~J as "chairmakn,"J3 and

prohahlv pall otrhc nrm enu-red as "Messieurs Bacon
IChairmakersl 'whn p.nromccd John Carter, the printer,

for almauacks blank JCl'Js 1'1C, III 1769, 1770. and P"'J.I~

Providence. The othe r member of the firm was prohahlv
Hcnrv Bacon

1!<1{'on. Ikmr Brlled In' lohn Caner a, "c hairmakcr" in
November POi'! I~ Rccervcd monev hom Min!:o Bentlv
lor ,;eneral merchandise III 1700.16Providence Extends
dale III ' Reel'lll Discoveries.

•Ballou. /olldlhon Described as "shoptoiner" in a n ag ree­
meri t with jonaehon Olney [yeo man], john Water ho use
mcrch.mrt. and willtam Carin [printer}, 10 se t up a

paper mill. dated Mall:h 1/1 )7M1' Ballou died De ll,
1770.1~ Providence.

Ctlh"OIu'. '"hn. Descnbed a_ 'shop «uner" in debt recorded
on lunc 10 Pi'l(, I~ Sew porI Alreadv listed in various

" C U I" 'Il l< I, "/111 RIlI.,d bv lohn Caner as "joiner" on
"a linus datcs fmm 1....,1).1..,..,-1 1ft Providence.

' Denm c ,""<II/hlll I jcsc nbed as a . (ahinel ma ker" in a dee d
sll:n.'\I hv loscph ChllJs and J31l'J April II, 1.<I3tp l
ron_mouth

"Drown. fOndlhlJfJ, Described as "cabinet maker" in a
rc1ease nl mdcbtcdncsc tor services rendered signed bv
Drown and hiS wuc S.nah n:l Feh I I, P.l2/.\l (Jail's were
often given two "';I\,~ depending on me t hod nf calcula ­
lion III rhrs pcnod and ea rlief!H Brisrol.

110"'111<1. r. A RilleJ I. R M. I\ ' lIer fo r "1 Patent rcfrig er -
a tor SI ,I" in lu n e 11'14 S.1-I I'r ov rdcnce. A i llrni ture de a le r.

nUl ;I m aker , hut in tTIl:llllll: f,,, his m achine.

O}acol", \\·Ilfllll!l. !Iilled hy loh n Ca rter as "Joi ne r" in
177.1·177S l'",vidcnn',H

o Al,nrln. [}<I\'id (<11'0 oI/'I','<1r, <I.' D,mif"1!. Bll\' in g sets of legs
lo r f.lhk s ,m d ch'lirs and nt hl'f pallS from the turner
Wdli:llll l'wud ill ]774. 177'<' .11 l'ro\'iden ee, Would seem
III be a m aker in thi S reliod ,It kasl

Nilr.l, l~(lI'l'Il /I Rilkd Eli,h;l R. POller on lune II . 183 1. for

U Peed Rn..,k 11'1, Cuy ll alL ['rnvidence. R. L, 211.
14 lnhn Caller, L,'d,;er Nil. I, ]7('il- I776. MS., HI,

The Rh o,le IS[,llld lIistnrical SOCiety.
IS Caner.]7

16 Deed Rvok 2. 1.''>, The Rhod..- hbnd 1I1~loric31 SOCletv.
17 Challmn,;·Elkl\'.1""
IS Idffies ~ ArnolJ. \'lIdl R,'C"ld..,' RJIl,,1eh/,md

J6J6-1~'iOlrm\·iJem;e. li'!Y."1

IY Channllll:·Ellerv.
20 Ca ner, l.j,~

11 Colleetinn nl l': Pand Sl:om. ProviJence, R. I.
22 Cal)' Parers. The RhoJe IslanJ Histrlrical Socie t\'.
!.3 POlfer

1 bureaus $2 -1, I tnblc $ 1':;0 , a nd I b uffalu robe S,_

1',lwt uxel .16 .\Ia\·"", a merchant.

Prowl.lrN'ph Burn Ynrbhllc, En,t: la nd . 1711. \ \'nr kinl: in
t\;cowrnn bv ]7P Drcd circa PM.!" Extends da tes in
Carrclt~'

['mud. Rol ...-n, Rilkd Carl. Phillip !\toss on Ian. 11'1 1778,

fnr ' clcanmg a watch made h" loscph xon N 7,;os and
mend III'; mainsr'lll'; an,1 repairin,; ree rh crown wheel
(l.~-i'! StCrllll'; I \I rap." Jull.lrsl."N :'\Iewpo rt. This is the
watchmaker rclanve 01 the cabtneurukers and tur ners

'\<lnl,,,<I, E:I"m. Brllcd ".Ithan Ga,Jner on Dec. 16. 179.1,
to balance on your father's cnffin O-I-ii," and "for mend­

Ill'; il chaus U-Y·6: Also hilled est.uc of rhe "WiJJon
Pou crvtoe a "chcrrvuee coffin fOf his ~ll SO" on
Arflll ". I~ :sIonh Kin,;slown,1l

'\tlllfll/,l. 'meph Listed in S ewpOlI TdX Records in ]175 a's
"joiner." SCWr0T! Extends da res in Catrett

Tadm./ilmt" LISteJ in :-\cowpon Tax RecorJsmlP" as
loiner .. Ncwpon Euhc e xtends J31.,~ m Catrett or is

new worker

T,I\'/m, Th"m'h \ Rll1cJ Eli_ha R, P"ller on xov. 20, lR.l!'!
fo r 10' , 1"1 gus 1'1 inc hoard ((I 1/6- $·U9." Kingston.)1

,"J\' not he a worker hut intere~tlll'; for method of
rrlCIIl'; IhlS ncm .1rpall·n tl \' bj- the square foo t. 16",

S<luarcfee t (" 0·1·6 equals S-I IYwhen converted. an d
represent'" board l'u\'erinl: an upenilll: about JI .. by S",

Ext cndv dare in "Recent Discovencs

\\'haln·. kl('mMh, Hrllcd the estate 01Nathan Gardner in
Oc tober 171'4 for a conm O-.I.()and in lune 17116 fo r a
c radlc o·y-U, Receipted in December 17Yl. Sou th Kin gs­
tnwn U M.I\' he more of a carpenter than J m aker .

· P r x I('/ , I,mlc ' . De,crihed in a ul'<'d ,IS a "ioyner" wh o sold
la nd Ul WillLtm Cu .... inrJ Oil AUP lst 31, 1719.33I'wvi­
.k nce. As J "joiner" in Ih ls carlv pcrioJ land laler for
Ih,l l m;l1terl m i,l( h t he on!; wh" maJe iUfnilUle as well
,IS "jOllied" houses ,Illd lh l' ir ra rts, it is q uite r()~sib l e Iha!

OcHer is lh~ e'lIlics t k lln w r, m,lk er in RhoJ e IsLmJ,
Th e to tal n umher of new I'i"rkcrs added to the rosters
woulJ th en h~ ~ ~ .

2.l Ca rter,:'>';'
1:' Proud
16 I'oll e r,

27 :'\I. DJ \'id Sconi, " loscph Proml ," Antlquts.•\tay 1%5,
~71.

2!' Wendell G. C,Hrdl. ' The ~ewrol{ e.lhinetmakcrs.
;I eUHecteJ ch..-ek Itsl, ' All/t</un lunC' 195,.... ~'i9

lhcreJlfer elleJ CaTTenl
2Y Deed Book 4A.
30 Potier,
,ll Pum:r,
t' PUHer.

.\3 Cr aw lord PJpers The Rhode 1 ~lanJ HIstorical Society.



Th~ Int~grity of N.1th .1n.1e1 G ree ne

The wealth y planters of South Carolina f.1Cl' U a per­

plexin/!: problem in 177'11. ",..hen Gene ral Augustine
Prevo st ente red the stare ..... irh the Brit ish force that
had been /!:arrisoning East Honda. Pressu re ....-as hui ld­
ing up on the South Carolinian planters ttl declare

their lovaucs.
Up to this nmc most of the iightini: had taken

place north of th e Mason-Dixon Line, w ith the quan­

ti ta tive honors rt'stin~ on rhc pnints of th e Brit ish
21-inch bnvnncrs These weapons ass ured them pos­

session of the main popujatmn centers, and the British

nan' gave them con tro l of the coastal w atcrc, Long
Island Sound. the Hudson River and Dcla w are B<lY.
Thcv had suttcrcd a ...cnous setback at S.1ral1lRa when
Burgoy ne su rrendered his army and France joined the

Nort h American strug.l:le in the hope of balancing he r
pour cornhar record 'lg.linst the British. There w ;IS

profit to the British hUI't'S, howe ver, eve n afte r this
disaste r English cities rallied behind the Gove rnmen t
and recruited addirion.rl regim ents ut thei r ow n ex ­

pense . and the SCOIS were raising hattalions, hut at
the Bnush expense The almost Intal brcakdo....·n of
the services of supplv at Valh-v Forge during the sue­

eeedin~ winter W;JS hdng inlerrrt'ted hy some as an
indication of a fa tal wea kness in the Arncric.m
will to win.

South Carolma almost cut off irom \Va~h inglOn 's

Headquarte rs in New York by the British fleer and the
long unimproved land routes from the Hud"110 to

the Santee, was fi~hting w hat was actual ly a scpa-
rare war. They had already throw n back an amphib­
ious attempt to take Cha rle-n.n. hut th ey kn ew th at
Sir Hen ry Cl inton h.ul su perseded Howl' as the top
British com m an der. .md that he was under or ders
10 let the nort hern war lie quiet while he reco n­

que red Gt'OIF:iaand the Carolinas late in I 77R he
sen t a fleet III Savannah and ordered Gene ral Prevost
to march north hom 51. Augustine and cooperate in

tnkirtg rhc city . T he cHon succeeded and Gt'orgi,l
resumed her place as a British colony Prevost n ow

led h is troop s acro ss the Savan nah River and move d
up to Chnrlcsron Neck, where he drove back an

,\\r. MlKmney i~ 'I retn ed Ill-unit .1 d ve ll l ~ i n l: milll who
livl"~ in Md'\'\iJlan. Miehig,ll1. lk hit, writ tl'l1 i1 ,tudv oj
Fr.lncj , Ma rion which is 1I1 ttll" rllleess or hemg ruhii shcd

by Francis F. McKinney -

Am eri can sally and laid hi s plans for raking the city,

but Bcn jarnln Lincoln , wit h a supe rio r Am erican
force , was m oving tow ard him by forced m arc hes.

Prevost fell back across Johns Isl.m d and fonified
51Ono Ferry on the mainland . .....hich he intended 10

hold as a continu ing threat a~<l imt Charleston,

He re he star ione d a Hessian garrison. Wh en J

superior Am er ican for ce anem prcd 10 take it . th e
Hessians hroke down thei r annck with heavy losse s.

M an y of th e su rvivors tu rned their coats inside out
and joined the Bri tish army .

Edward Fenwick, l r.• a 26·ye,lr-old Joh n... Island
planter, ....-atchcd the skirmishin,:: takin)t place on his
baronial doorstep and speculated about his futur e. '
Like many opulent plJ.nt e rs he was Bri tish or iented .
He had seen I'rcvosr's men m ar ch and counterm arch

and was favorably impressed wi th thei r looks and
discipline. when the ou tnumbered Sumo ,l.; 'Hrison
defeated the ro wdv. ununiforrued Americans, he

reached his decision tie sent his movable aswts. in­
cluding 100 slaves. to Georgia , where they would be
sate , put the rest of his affairs in orde r, verified the
fact th at the Brit ish welcomed Am er ican adherents
and prom ised to protec t th em and their pmpcrty

again st Arneric.m rcmliurlon, and, in 1779, joined the
British arrnv as 'I com missioned offic er.

He watched what foll owed w ith a good deal of sans­
tacuon . In quick vucccssum an Ame rica n- French force
ta iled in its etfon to retake Savannah. Charleston

surrendered to Sir Henry Clinton and the Ame rican

armv under Beniam in lincol n wc r n into the priso n
stockades. U nde r the le,ldt' rshi r of Charles Earl Co rn­
walli s the Briti sh rook co n tro l u! all Snuth Caro lin a

fro m the Ialllim' 10 the Atl.m uc sho re. Governo r
loh n Ru tledge, wi th nc.irly ((ItJ I dictatorial powe r
and carryi ng what ....-as Jelt of the executive depart­

mems oi South Carcltna's civil government in his
pocket , was ~in~ hounded out uf the state. Then in

mid-summer of 17HO Comwalhv smashed Ho rauo

GJ te~' American .rrmv in the n'lltle of Camden and
drov e its pit iful frugmc n ts in to di ...soluuou . f-enw ick's
exube rance took over. Th e ma n who had ddea ted

The h,NCtacts "j this epicode arc available m Fairj~:t

HaTTlson's Tllt' foh", h J<1nd SwJ (Rich monJ. 19H I,
rr -l().~'<' and in D"cumeDl ' AA 2345 E,lw<1rd Fenl\'JCk.
South Carolina Archi\'t~s Derartment. Columhia, t;outh
Cu"lina Rdelenlcs to GeoT;:e 111 JnJ SIT GUY Carleton
"lmc from Lo rd C;,.nrXL' GrwUlil1 ';Oxford. 1<,)611, hy
ALtn Vak nt inc.
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Burgoyne had been dcstrnvcd by Cornwallis. Except
for a few bands of Geor.e:ia and Carolina militia hid­
inR in the swamps, the South Ca rolina hea rtland was
unde r firm British control. Fenwick signed the
Add ress of Congrurulanon to Corn ....'allis. thereby
assuming the highest credential of South Carolina
Toryism. In the summer of 1780 he was sure that his
accurate foresight guaranteed him an aflluen t future.

Then, just as quickly, everything began to RO
wrong. Nath anael Greene was sent to South Caro lina
to retr ieve, with hanle-broken tools , a situation that
seemed hopeless. He shouldered the responsibilities
for h is choice of difficult options in December 1780.
Some 90 days later, after the Balt ic of Guilford Cou n
House, N . c., the breakdown of the Brit ish su pply
system forced Cornwallis no rthward to eventual
humiliation at Yorktown . In quick succession Greene
drove one British garrison after another out of their
strongholds and ha rried the m toward the ir Charleston
bastion. He invited John Rutledge to return to the
state and reestablish South Carolina's civ il govern­
ment. After the Battle of Eutaw Springs, in September
171\1 , Greene confined the British anny 10 Cha rleston

This recently redi~covered portrait of Nllfhanael Greene
seems ll'~_~ formallhan mos t of lhc Iikencs.u s known.

and the watery lim its of Johns Island. Except for th is
force and a small one at Savannah , snug in their sea­
port defe nses, no British commands remained in the
Sout h. During th is short cam paign Greene neve r
relished the satis fact ion of military victory , but by
the bri lliance of his strategy , which was almos t con­
tinental in extent, he held three of the Thirteen
O rigina l States safe for the Continental Co ngress .
Meantime Gove rno r Rutledge had returned and was
exerting his unu sual abili ties and considerable energy
to rebuildi ng his state's shattered governmental ma­
chinery. The foundation for this .....as 10 be the legisla­
tion passed by a regularly elected Assemblv-c-rhe first
to sit since the fall of Cha rleston. It met .11 Jackson­
borough and took its name from the place. Just befo re
rising in January 1782 u lisred 118 Tory estates to be
considered for confiscation . Since the signers of the
Add ress of Coegrarclanon to Corn.....allis .....ere some
of the most bitterly resen ted Tories, Fenwick could
not have missed the implication.

At the en d of October 1781 Corn.....allis surrendered
his army by capitulation, the Tenth Article of which
read, " Natives o r inhahitants of different parts 01this
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country, at present in York or Gloucester, arc not 10 be
punished on account of having joined this army." This
was the British promise to protect, from American re­
taliation , the Tories wh o had taken up arms in their
support. Washinj':lOn struck it ou l with black strokes

of hi s heavv.mbbed qu ill.
When the French fleet turned the Capes of th e

Chesapeake in August 17MI, both contending armies

in South Carolina were isolated from their military
headquarters in New York State . Their movements
wer e stalemated when Co rn wallis su rrende red. When

th e news reached London in November 1781 , the
Oppositi on seized control o f the Go ve rn m en t from

th e King 's Party. George III , with hi s abdication m es­

sage on his desk ready for delivery to Parliament, kept
the Royal Yacht at its Jock , ready 10 take him 10

Germany on short notice. A Resolution of Censure
fail ed by tw o votes in Co m mons bUI passed five days

later by 19 votes The People 's a tt ac k was aimed at the
Covemmem's failure rather than at th e military fail ­

ure. They wanted the American War liquidated .
Orders to this effect left London in March 17H2, but
it was late April or early May before General Alexan­
der Leslie , now commanding the British troops in
South Carolina, rece ived off ici al notification .

Rumor , as usu al, ran ahead of fac t. G ree ne heard

it in one of hi s cam ps along th e Edisto n ear Jac kso n­
borough and he warned more information. Capta in
William Wilmot, one of hi s aides, voluntee red a sug­

gestion which Greene accepted. Later Wilmot put his
plan in writing. It was undated.

"To all i t may concern-Copy of an agreement
between Col, Edward Fenwick of the BTll i ~h Arm y
I.md Captain W ilm ot of the American Army­

"Copt. \Vilmot propmed 10 Col. Fenwick to inmish
iruetligcn ce who agre('d to en,l:a,l:e in th e bustness
provided Gener al Greene woul d agree to use his
influence with Government to h<l\·e h im restored
to h is estate and be admi tted cs <I Ci tizen with th e
rank o f a Cnloncl lo keep hi m [n.m doing M ilitia

dury a nd 1](' o n thmc tams will ,l:o with the Brit is/l
Army until rile war i .~ ove r or leav e thc/ll itl-If as
Gen eral Greene sha ll think mm r proper . Ir is not
expec ted thaI General Greene i .~ furthe r bound th an

h i~ in f/uence will ext end. And dIe subst,mce o f the
a,l:rL'ClJlc!Jl Iu-twccn Ill!' and Col . Fenwick is as
abov e-W Wilmot Cdpt."

Since this paper and others forming the contrac t
be t .....cen Greene and Fenwick .....ere intended for trans­

mi ssion to the South Carolina Assembly, Greene

added an attestation :

"T ile ahove a true copy fmm tIle origilJal papers 011

file Nath . Greene."

The fact thai Wilmot apparently approached Fen -
..... lck .....ould in dicate that he had received som e hint

th at Fen ..... ick was willing. Compulsory milit ia service
for all males in South Carolin a was a statutory obli ­
gation from which only officers with rank of colonel
or above were excused. The provision that Greene was

n ot 10 be bound further than " h is influence will
extend" .....as sccmlngly an attempt to protect him
from civil li ahili ty.

Sometim e after this Greene ackno..... ledgcd his
responsibility in writing.

"C opy of II Ccniiicate given to Col Fenwick with
Ille BritislJ Army-

"Th is m. ty cerutv thar Colonel Fenwic k in the
lkiti~h Arm y has agreed to send me intr/lixrnce

from time to lim e of all lhe Milildry opcratioll5 of
t he Enem y which they may conce rt to the Prciu­
dice of th e United Stll te ~ or tillY part tJlcrl'of, and
lhat Ill! agrees to run eve ry ri ~i/ll (, necessary to give
the earlie~ r in telligence for savin,l: tlJ(' .'il<ltcs hcrtn­
leSj. 1do furthe r certify tha t 11f~ has been in this
employ for somr- month.~ past and that on all occa­
.\;fIIH hus served wi th fideli ty and abili ty, He the
said Fen wick i.~ to krrp with the Brit ish Army until
rIll' close o f tile IVar lind give illtdli,l:ence from
tim !' to til/l l ' us aiorcsaid. UPOIl performi ng thi.>

duty failllf ull y 1 do prfJ/nhe to nee ull my in fluen ce
wi th the State of South Clrroli nd to rC.Ho" him to

all his fo rtunes and the rights and prev iledges of 0

Ci tize n. A nd if the St<lte of South Carolina .~hould

refu se to restate him, for whose [South Carolina's]
particular benefit he CI1&lI,I(C([ in rllis xervrcc , I do

promise and engage to recom m end his Cd .' 1? to

Co n.t:fC,H for wch compensation as they ilia)' th ink

•
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ius services claim, Givcn at Head QuarteTS Augu st
14th 1782- Nath Greene
A true copy from the ori~inal files of the p<lpcn in
lily p(ls~cS5ion Na th Crcene''

G reene's pledge to ta ke th e matter of restitution up

with th e Co ntinental Congress migh t have made
Fenwick feci more sec u re, althou gh , in retrospect, it

see ms h ighly do ubtful th at they would have done
what Sou th Caroli na ref used to do.

The phrase "some months pas t" gives an indefin ite

clue to th e ti me w tlrnor and Fenwick closed their
ncgouaucns. It would see m almos t certain that Fen­
wick 's disqu iet arose fro m th e action of th e la ckson­

horough Assembly in it s final h ours. Any of th e
mil itary cri ses which w ok place between January and

August 17R2 might have caused Gr eene to feel the
necessi ty for more timely and explicit detail about

th e Briti sh plans.
In Fcbruary 1782 Light Horse Harry Lee had lef t th e

army afte r a bitter accusation th at h is m ilitary conrrt­

hu tio ns had not been ap preciated. Hi s Legion , which
....-as one of G rcc ne's most depe nd able offens fve units ,

fell apart wh en its office rs sent in th eir ma ss

resignat ion s.
In April Ge ne ral Leslie had raised .10 objection to

th e conhscanon of To ry property. When Greene re­
fused all responsibil ity, because this w as a ci vil mat­

ter , Leslie sen t out troops to sece 01 11 slaves be longing
to the Rebels. T h ese .....e re mov able asset s of high
val ue to th e Brit ish off icer cl aimi ng title by captu re.

Meanwhile Green e's Conti nen tals wer e threat ening
to m utiny, m ak e Green e thei r pr isoner an d turn him

ove r to Leslie in exch ange for th e su pp lies they

la cked . Gr eene was fearful that Leslie m ight attack
before he co u ld bring th e situ atio n unde r control.

In May 1782 Leslie wanted to negotiate an agree ­

men t wh er eby he would trad e rum , cl oth , shoes and
hats, whi ch he could bu y with ste rlin g from the West
Indian tra ders, for beef, rice an d for age still available

on unrsvaged South Ca roli n a plantation s. T h is food
was not on ly needed for his arm y an d it s li vestock,

bu t also to di scharge his obligation 10 feed th e several
tho usand T ories an d their slaves see ki ng secum y u n­

de r the muaales oi the Charleston baue rics. When
Greene refused , Leslie rep lied th at the refu sal left him
no alternative but 10 send OUt raid ing pa rties 10 take

wh at he need ed . Greene ha d to kn ow ah ead of time

.....hcther these m ovem en ts veere fora~ing parties or
reco nna issances moving ahead of .1 he av y arrack on

his lines.

Rumors th at th e British flee t h ad smashed the
French warsh ips, wh ich h ad closed the trap on Com­
wallis at Yorktown, put Greene on not ice that Lesli e
,non might be heavily rein for ced ,

Wha tever may hav e been the part icu lar inciden t
th.lt moved Greene to stre ngthe n hi s spy ring in side

the Brit ish works remains unkn ow n , hut he h ad
acknowledged in wr it ing that Fenwick 's work up to

Augus t I~ , 1782, had been co m ple tely satisfacto ry.
T he war at thi s time was actually m ore of a stale­

matt' than Greene may ha ve kn own . Aft er the York­

tow n debacle Sir Guy Carle ton hud relieved Clinton
o f his com m an d. Carleto n WJ~ " more patient as a

sta tes m an th an he had been as a soldier." Now h e
wa s see king " to mainta in with dign ity hi s defeated
a rmv in the enem y's coun try and avoid inf lammatory
incidents while arranging th e in fin itely di fficult bu st­

ness of a m ilita ry w ithd rawal."
In Eu rope the in finitely diff icult business of negoti­

ating a peace treaty was gning on, and th e rival armies

we re co nstrained to keep pace w it h the peacemake rs
These thi ngs accoun t for th e lis tless m ilita ry ope ra­
tions in Sou th Carolina du ring the year 1783.

It w as while the la ckson borou gh Assembly wa s sit­

t in l/; th at the Preliminary Pea ce Treaty had been
signed by the four belligerents, In September o f that

year the Defin it ive Treaty wa s sil/;ncd. At the end of
th e year Leslie 's garrison, and all th e T oties under

their protection , evacuated C harleston. T he Tr eat y

was ratified by th e Am eri cans in lanuarv 1784.
Two months later , probabl y ;I S soon as official n o­

ti ce was received , Greene informed Gove rn or Guerard,

and through him the Assembly . of hi s contract with
Fenwick , by forwarding a co py (If wilmot's memo­
randum and hi s own certificate to Fenwick, dat ed

AUl/;ust l ~, 17R2, w hi ch he am pli fied by the following :

"And 1 do fu rther Cati(y that Col Fenwick con tin­
ued 10 give intellig('ncc unlillh(' Briti5h A rmy left
Charleston since wh ich I havc not heard irom him.
And from the scrvrccs he rendered 10 the army 1
heg letwc to recommend him to the Lc~sla ture

agreeahle to promhe lIS highly de.~l"fving thdr for,
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F~nwick Hall was <l hou.t <lividtdby rht Amtnc<Jn Rtvo­
lution. Edward"s brorhtr TllOmm htM a mili tary com­
mismm IInder the Crown hu r the m<lrri(l~e in /783 of fheir
siaer Char/offe to a former oide ,It' ctlmp to Gt'nt'1<11 Greene
indica fe,I t1wrher .IYI11/,arhie,1 were WUII lhe rcvohrnon ist.s. Ph""W~I,)' 1>;' F'~r",", /km, ..",n /"I'''''t,,,", ""lit,'.,}" '"

,h .. C""n/ln,, A" A',"><'~Ir"n

givenc,~.~ und cn lit/ed fO their con'idaation. - Col
Ferl wicks case would 11<1 Ve hl','n fL'C0 J1Hllt' f1l1I'd to

rhe Ln:islatu re at au earlier day h ut he being with
the Hrit h h Ar m y' th ough I he m igh t fall cl sacniicc
in consequence of it. Given Ilt Newporr Murch 30th
J784. Narh G reene."

Th is is endo rsed: "Gen. Greenes letter rclauve to

Col -Fenwick dat ed 17R-t but seem ingly not com­
municated by Gov . G, unti1l 17R5"

Governor Guera rd appa rently S;IW no reason to in ­
form the Asscmhlv about Greene's ohl lgaunn until
Fenwi ck ;15kI'd for the rcstoranon o f his estates and
ci ti zenship.

Al th ough Great Brnain had rari fied the Trearv in
Apr il 178" Greene had heard not hing from Fenwick.
Wh en he did , he wrote :

"Cha rle.\lon St'p r, 19t1l 1784
" Sir- l ,ufdrf.lscd your Excell enc y and tIle Legi.~ ­

lalUn' ,, / rh is SIllII' last Spring (Alarcll 30] in hcha lf
of Colo Ed wllrd Fenwick o f rbc british army in

consequence 01 a contrac t made wi th h im fly Cap l
\Vilmo! and COil firm ed by Ille (Dr OlllClillill.l: inre1·
Jigel1n' Ilf llw mo/ion.• lind inrentions o f t1l e Init ish

forces while rhey were in pOHe.Hion vf Churlestvn.
The emlilitium of lh... conuuc i were ses forth in

the I'clpas tncto-cd in tha t lelia. and 10 which was
dad"d my recomm endation 011 the subject.

"S irlcc Illy arr ivdl a t this pl,rce I receivctl lhc in­
cloq,tllt'!re r from r1le Co!lmd [11m in the Fen wick

f i le] ,wd Illtho IlL' /1{/ I' sin ce arrived here himself and
,'x pldi/1 cd dway 1I11l1 pawgr<ll'h wh ich seemed 10

c,med "II hi.~ cldim upon the connaci <IS aving
,Kre,1 wilh the k nowledge an d cOlISI'm IJ rhe british
cnmm,mder. )'C! I rhink mysdf bound to luy the
letta "dore the ugi,larure thdt they muy judge
for tht'lnsclvc. [ rom ,,/1 tIle drcurmrallce.~ of th e
meri t 11/ his c01lCIUcl. T he Co lond says the hrit j,}l
cnmmander adv ised him to makc 11is pellce with 1Ii,.

COlln try; bu t 11l'l! 1Ie [ll ril i,.h Comm"nd"r] never
IldJ the most tli.ran l him of the mode he [fenwick]
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adop/cd tn eiiect if. eilher ,.It the time or since. It is
unnecessary to add on the subiecr Ih e Colonel is

here and subiecr to ~ueh interrogations tl'S you r
Exedlencyor the Lt'1~islatlJre may th in k necessary
for th e dhcovery of truth or to do him ius rice.

" 1 bavc til e honor to he w ith respect Yo m Excel ­
lencys M 05t Obedient humble Ser Narh Greene

" His Excellency Governor Gu£'tard"

This leucr bears the endorsement: "Cen Gr......nes
Ien ... r 178..J relative to Col. Fenwick but semmingly
not communicated untiJII78S."

with th ... scaffolding for th ... repatriation of a Tory,
finally erected by hi s co-conspirator, and apparently
with the Governo r's silent assent, Fenwick made
his plea :

"To The Hunll/e loh n Fdueheraud G rimke,
Spcdker. and th e rest of the Hon orable A1emben
of the House of Represenr<.ltives

"The r'enrron of fdwd. Fenwick Humbly Herewith

"Thai du ring the late contest between the.~e Uni ted
Sta tes and Gunt Britain. your Petition£'t unhappily
enga~ed in th e service uf th e latter; in consequence
of which he ackno\\'kd~I.·.~ t llat the R('~l'n tmenl of
h is Coun trymen hath been iu stly shown agains t hi m .

"Tha: Ilowever \vh ile Ill.' ccuuinued in th e Britisll
service lu endeavured to lessen th e horrors of wlIr
by eve ry office of Humnnitv and atte n tion w wa rds
the Penons and property of those who fell within
his Power.

" Tha t bemg now extremely desirous of becoming
a Citizen oi this State and of endeavoring by his
future Services to eradica te the Memory of his ever
h aving op pmed his Countrymen he th rows him.~elf

upon th eir mercy hop es fo r their Pardon and re­
qu ests tllllt be onc e mOTC muy be recei ved as a Son
ofA merica

" And Your Petit ioner a_~ in Du ty Boun d sball eve r
pray etc-Etlwd. Fenwick, Chdrleslon [anuary 2S ,h
1785'·

Th e pennon bears two endorseme nts: "Petition of
Col Fenwick n ansrmned with message by Cov
Guerard"

"26 lany 1785 Pet it ion of Edwd . Fen wickI'
COlllm[ill ]ee Mr. Bee. C enl Pinckney ~} Mr.
Manigault"

What happened to the Fenw ick case between Jan­
uary 25 and Febru ary 5, 1785, is not known but the
evidence hints that his rehabilh anon sudde nly met
.... ith an obst acle. G ree ne wro te:

"C ha rleston Feb. 5th J785,

"Si r-AIr Fenwicks extreme anxil" ty for hts fate
from his pec ulia r sima/ion solicits thh le tter of
addres.~. I hope the occasion and the agency I had
in the busines~ will apoligi;:e for the libe rty I take
in the mdller. J meant not to urge anyrhin~ pre;·
ndicial either to the honor or the intelt'.H of this
SflJle; but subrects of rhis SOli are of an extreme
delicate nat lire and claim tenderness and indut­
gcncc. 111 Padiametuary debd te.~ in Gl£'/H Brit ain
ill/lit ers o f in tel ligence are held sacred /m d wh ere
public faid l is pl('d~cd na tiona llmnO! stands
responsible. Obiee t.~ of this kind in th e hOUTS of
tlllnqui/li ty lose much of their force but they are
not unimportant. Not to hm'e an eye to future
evils would be wide of the mark of a iust policy.
Intelligence to an arlllY is like the soul to the
body il directs all it.~ motions. To (lbtdin rhis wi th
the greatest c('[tainty atul to ha\'e 'Ill oppolluniry
of co rnpanng ddfoent accounts ereiHI,a a n eccssuy
for elllploy ing a Illlll l h o of perSOIH in this service
allloll~ wh crn Aft Penwick:s intelli>:ence WdS nccu.
tat e an d seasonable, W e had tim ely informa tion
from him to coumcruct several Brit ish detachmevus
All the Co untry can wi tness from their continual
alarms how necessary thi.~ was for their safety. and
when I comider how much men are disposed for
war , and how many politicill intri~ues arc employed
to effect i t, 1ca nnol help apprehending, that th is
may be our si fua tion at some iunne Ilay. Sholild we

wOlmd public confidence fw m too nice an exam­
inunon in to the mo nvcs and conduct of peopl e
employed for suc h pu rl'mes many evils mny ,mend
thi s Country wh ich mixh r be aVOlde,' Afr Fen \\" ick.~

cla ims will no doubr ha\·e a ;UH considera tion. ­

and to forgive those we have in our power discovers
greatness of soul <lnd gcne rosuy of temper. Unde r
the influence of this opinion I um persuaded I

shall never have to re prO<Jch myself of hdving he­
trayed a men into d su uauc n falill to IJim se1f an d
ruinous to hi s fam ily ,

"t uave the h onor to be with du e respect you r Excel-
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lencys most obedienl h umble servant Narh G reene

" His Excellency Cowrnor G uerard"

To this letter G ree ne attache d attested copies of all
the papers in th e case setti ng forth the terms of his
con tract and h is appraisal of its value.

There w 3S an elect ion of a governor and a legis­
lature in South Caroli na in 1785. Under such a stress
hri stled feel ings run high , Toryism mu st have been
one of the impor tant issue s, and the fact of Fenwick's
be trayal .....as being accented, perhaps, more rhan h is
se rvices. Green e w arn s the Go vern or, and through
him the Legislature, fro m " too nic e an exami natio n
in to the m ouvc s and conduct of people employed fo r
suc h pu rposes."

Gree ne poi nts out , in this sa me lcucr . his problem
of reconcili n g conflicting in te lligence. Such recon­
ciliation may h ave been his mos t nmc-consurning
occ upation. The da ily mass of information Iln w ing

ac ross th e desk of an y ar mv commander h.1s 10 be
sifted ..... it h a discerning eye. If Green e's prov en re­
porte rs w ere in ncar agreement he probably accepted
th e acco rd and made hi s plans on that basi s, If these
reliable sources differed G reene had to de termi ne
which w as co rrect.

Wh en Green e had confi ned the Briti sh behind
their Charles ton barricades. his military prohlem be­
came pu rel y defensive. He th rew a cordo n of troops
from th e coastline north oj the cit)' to the coasrl ine
south of it, and held h is mai n bod y at some safe spo t
from ....-hich it could meet 3 threat ened attack at any
point on this per imeter w it h the least loss of lim e.
His big prob lem arose from th e fact that the seaward
half of his pe rimete r w as controlled afte r Yorktown
hy pa trolling frigat es of th e Briti sh navy. He knew
that Leslie 's military survival depended up on his
ability to get rice and heef for his men and the T ory
familie s they were protecting, an d grain and forage
for h is horses from the area behind Gre en e's defense
lin e. There were two la rge coasta l open ings wh ich
would perm it an amphi bio us force from C ha rles ton
to reach enough u n ravaged plant ation s 10 supply hi s
needs The one to the north W3SWin~' 3h Bay and the
closely adjacent mouths of the Santee River , T he one
to the sou th W3S the watery in tric acy bet wee n St.
Helen a Sound and r on ROY31Sou nd.

G reene alw ays had amp le notice of the readying of

these amphibious expeditions bUI he never kn ew their
pu rpose or desti nanon . Nor d id he kno....' whet her
they would he di rected sanulraneouslv nonh and
south or wh ether one W <lS to be the raid ing fleet and
rhe othe r 3 decoy.

These secre ts were ca refully guarded in l eslie's
headqua rters. r ussihly not more than four o fficers
besides himself were privy to them . If Fenwick we re
th e spy who solv ed this recurr ing prohlem , he well
me rited Greene's cffnrts to effect his rehabilitation .

On January 6, 17R6, the South Caro lina House of
Representatives had resolved not to receive an y mo re
pet itions from any persons bani shed from South
Caro li na or any of her siste r states, an d orde red th at
rhe said resolu tion be printed in all the Gazet tes.
Mean tim e the Sou th Carolina Senate had taken the
resolution unde r adviseme n t,

G ree ne apparen tl y hea rd of th is action ....-hile look·
ing after 3f!3irs on the est a te deeded to him by Georgia
after the end o f the war . He wro te :

" SdVim nah February 12th 1786-

"Si r, From Illy peculiar si!!liJli(ln and from the n a­

sure of Illy engdXCIll('1l 1.~ . / am reduced to the dis ­
agrl'l'dble alte rna tive of for fei ting Illy prom ise or of
<Id;/rcssing your Excellency once mo re upon the
affai rs of ,\ 11. FCnI\'ick-Hard is m~' fate e.} cruel i.~

the neccssuy-c- My feelings rC\'olt a t the business
when I consider rhe light in which it may be
t<.lken- It is true 1am nor respon.~ ib le far conse­
quences. bUlpriv<lh' honor e.) public failh compel
me to .~peak when 1 would whh to be silen t-If my
forward zeal in the hour of public calamity for the
common safety of thj.~ Country has led me into
measures in this l'!l orher ma tters which tIle sober
,~{"l.mn 0; tra n 1J u ility cannot al'l'rlJve- I can on ly
.Iay /1Ial they can no/ I l l.' mo re inconvenie n t to the
l'ulJIic than t lll: y Ililve been painfu l ",1 di\ rrcssing
to mc- The nature of my engagcmems irJ thi s

bustncss e Ihe incidenl.~ attending the eiiair have
l/ll!>eell \f/lted in my forme r letters on t"i~ subiecr­
To repeat rhem agdin , cannot rhink necessary upon
th is occcssron .

Afr. fenwick~ application at this moment or igi­
nated in a resolution of the honourable the Senate of
rhe 81h of this ' m ldn t re1drivl' to 8anished persons­
It is difficult for me to supro,e llim inc/udd in



(, 0 NATHANAEL GR EEN E

tllat rcso/lltirm tlfler the ,ups which have bee n
taken iII hi.~ favor- To Krant him h is prope rty cY
nor the right of enioyin,!!: it would be too personal to

comport with the diKnity of a Le,!!:isla ture- Nor
can I conside r hi,~ rc,~idence a matter of such impot­

tance-However he may hcvc offended, his attempt
to restore himseii havin,!!: placed him in a peci/lar
silUatinn. give him some claim to yon r pit}' eo)
conljjlcr<.ltinn- lIi~ losw~ L~' .~ufferin?-s in England
in mnners 01 ionune since this hmine~\ took air,
will no doubt hove some weight in deciding upon
rhe qucvnon. I shdll5l1Y no more than nece.~.sif)'

obliges me I)) leave the event to the iustice of
IlUmanity of the Le,!!:idafUre- 1( Mr. fenwick
~holl1d h(' included in thm re~oh'e of the Bth­
which I <.1111 pCl'uaded he i.~ not. 1 mll,q beg your

Excellency to Iav thi,~ matter before that honourable
Body l.'I' solicit thelt rcconsideramm of the mauer-«

"I have the honor /0 he with the 1II0,q perfect
respec t Your Exce1fencrs '\'o~t Obedient Hble
.~en'ant Ndth; Greene

"His Excellency Con'mor Moultrie:'

The follo winK memorand um was attached to th is
lcne r:

"The Cm11l1l;Uet' to II'lmlll thl' Covcmor's A1e~s<.l,::e

of the 2Jd. Inxr. I\'d,~ rderrejl vccnmpcnied wi th II

letta from A1dinr G,'neral Greene report

"Having maturely "omidcretl th,' Sllh;ect of
General Creenc's le/fa of tIle 12th. Inll, laid before
this 1Iome Ily hi~ Excellency the Grwcrnor, Yr.
Committe,' <Ire of opinion. Ihat dill' s t tcnnon ough t
to he paid to tile maliN rherein cuntilinc d , t'/} as it
allpCMS to thellJ rhat tIll! General in tits O ffi cial
Capaci ry, entered uno a wlcllln enl(:al(:emen t to
procu re tel!e ! to anctsun, w[lfl lws bee n of service

10 t h i ~ Coun rry in till' hour of public Cotamuv. Yr.
Committee rcconnnend in order to su ppo rt the
public fIJitl! and rl!1' rriviJ te hunor of tlle Com­
mandcr of your Tro()f'~. thM the request set fortll
in t h i ~ letter he eramcd-:"

Thi s was en dorsed: " Report o f th e Co mmi tte e on
rhe Co vs. Mcssa~e of the 23rd Febry 1786, accom ­
panied with a letter from Ge nl Gr een e respecting
Ed....-ard Fenwick, 27 Feb, 86 To he conside red to

morr ow ]d March -e-Agrced to &. a Bill ordered to
be hroughr in"

U p to thi s final appeal Greene had presen ted
Fen wick 's case on the grou nd that hi s services as a
spy had been mo re valua ble to South Carolina than
h is disservices as a Tory had da maged the state.
His efforts had fa iled.

In h is final plea he reluctantl y th rew his pri vate hon or
onto the sca le... in favor o f Fenw ick. He succeeded.

His reluctance grew ou t o f the fact that his pri vat e
honor had been blemished by base less cha rges curre nt
rhroughou r the nation that he had used public fun ds
to his own pecuniary be nefit in pu rchasing army sup­
plies. The ble mish was never enti rely erased until
afte r his death.

Fen wick had been a double traitorc-once to Sou th
Carolina, and, when convinced of his erro r, to Great
Britain. Never once did Grecne hint at this fact.
Neither he nor wilmot used the word "spy" or "spy­
ing" in connccuon w ith thei r contract for Fenwi ck 's
cmplcymenr Fenwick W.lS handl ed wit h k id gloves.
Greene in his Jette r of February 5 called the subject
(Inc of "an extreme del ica te natu re." He emp hasized
Fen wick's pos it ive ta lents by playing down his nega­
rive ones. T he "whole busin ess," as Greene terms it ,
is un derstood with out be ing explicitly mentioned . It
was th is sensitiv ity whic h caused th e anguished em­
barra ssment [hat comes so clearl y th rough his words
a fter th e lap se of nearl y two cen turies. It would have
been easy for Gr eene to have d ismi ssed Fenwick's
import un ities by sayi n,.:: that he had gone as far as his
influence with th e State of Sout h Carolina extended,
and then gene through th e motion s of referring the
case to th e Continental Co ngress. Greene honored his
con tract with Fenw ick at ,\ person al cos t he never
could hnve contemplated .

General Pinckn ey, Messrs. Bee and Manigault, Gov ­
ern or Moultrie and th e members of th e South Carolina
Legislature werc well aware of this background. Th eir
con ception of private hon or was jus t as clear as that
of th e New Englan d Quake r. Th ey knew from three
years of daily association th at Gr eene 's rock-ribbed
imcKrity was un assailable. It would seem today th at
thi s imanKible overrode their dista ste for receiving
back into the ir socie ty a man who ha d proved to be
an utter stra nger to such sentime nts.
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A M essage fro m the Presi dent

It is with the greatest regrct th at I must inform the

membe rship thai John T Kirk, who has served so brtl .
liantlv , has submitted his resignation as direc to r of the
Soc iety, to take effect on Ian uary 1, 1970 , and it h ;IS been
accepted reluctant ly by the Socie ty's Board of Tr ustee s.

In his letter of resignation M r. Kirk explained thai
he .....as rcsign in ll; " nor so as to take another po sit ion ,

but so that I might work with an d wr ite ahou t th e
objec ts o f hi story and a n on a free .lan ce hasis rather
than as an adm in istrator." He added th at he w ished 10

express his gratitude to the Board of Trustees "for its
support during my di rectorship and fo r what it has
don e to make Jiving in Pro viden ce so cnjnyahlc."

Mr. Kirk informed me th at h e planned to con ti n ue
to reside in Providen ce. His ch armi ng wife, an assis tan t
professor in the En.lilish dcpan men r at Bro..... n Univer­
si ty. an d he inten ded to keep their home at 10 Arn old
Snee r. This is pa rticula rly pleasin g to me not only be­
cause th ey have bee n ~(Jlld neighbors hut also because
it .....iII mean tha t the Socie ty can call upon John Kirk
for co ns ul ta tive services in re~ard to ou r fum bure
collections should the need fo r such se rvices ar ise.

Since co rnin g 10 Provi de nce, Mr. Kirk h as .s;Tcatly
enh anced the rcpurariun of the Socie ty hy making hi s
expertise in th e field of Am er ica n Colo nial fu rniture
av aila ble in so many di fferent pa rt s o f the count ry and
in so many di fferen t .....ays. Shonly after he came to us ,

the scholarly ConnecticUI Furn it ure, ,'1eVl"n tt't' m b and
Ei~hlf't'nfh Ct·lllu r;"\ [Han ford. 19671, catalogue o f an
cxhihit ion o rganized hy the Wa dsworth Athen eum for
its one hund red . md tWI,tll y-fifth ann ive rsa ry, was pub­
lished ; the cxpc n description s in th at volume were the
....·ork of lohn Kirk . HI' has continued to wor k on a
catalogue, no ..... in preparation . o f the famous Fran cis
P. G arvan collectio n of Am er ica n furni tu re and fur'
ni sh in gs ut Yale. He is busy with two other hooks Oil

American furnitu re, and it is his desire to devote all
his time to such proil'cts that motivated him in
submmtng his res ignation.

John Kirk has ma de ma n y vnl uahle con tribu tio ns as
di rector of th e Rhode bland Historical Societ y durin g a
pcnod oi service which has bee n all too short , hut the
mos t valuahlc of rhcsc contrihutions has been to make
us realize th at no compromisc should eve r he made in
ou r standards ,lOU goals 3 S one of the porcn rially grea t
his to rica l socicrics of th is cou n try. H is determination to
settle lor nothi ng hut the best- in ou r collect ions an d
in out services-has set the Society o n us true course.

Last , h is thuuxh du lnc<;s in giving us ne,Hly a. year to
seek a. successor mean s thut we can proceed carefully
with th.n ta sk , and it assures a smoo th transiti on in the
leadershi p and directio n of all the Society's prog rams.

BRADf OR D f . S........N
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D irector's Newsletter

This is the second issue o f the Socic ty'squa ncrly in us
present format and the reaction to irs new appeara n ce
has been overwhelmingly favo rable . II provides an op­
portun ity for us to pr int nea rly tw ice as m uch materi al
ina far more inte resti ng manner. Th e index for 1957·
1967 has now been com pleted and will be ava ilab le in
the Iall. It isMr Klybcrg's hopc that from now on we ca n

publish an index annually so th at the important infor­
mation in the quarterly will hemore readily available .

T he Boar d of T rustees has appo inted a long-ra nge
plann ing co m mmcc to cv aluatc the Socie ty's pre sent

programs an d possible futu re acu virics. The committee
consisrs o f the pre sident . the two vice-presidents, and

the chairmen of the library and museum com mi t tees.
The commtnee has solicited in divid ua l reports from
m any of the sta nding commi ttees, aski n g th em to report
nn what the y fed to he of value in th ei r pr esent ac uvi­
tics, area s in wh ich thcy would Iik c 10 grow nr cha nge,

and facets of thei r programs th at the)" wish to curtail.
II is hoped that the final report from the planning
com mtuec will co rrectly assess the strengths and weak­

nesses of the Society and determ ine wh er e the Society
sho uld pu t its m ain ene rgy, for this Socie ty has an
importa nt role. Its duty has grown over th e ye ars so th at
it is now responsible for the entire panorama of Rh ode

Islan d's past at all sociallevels and all tim es up to the
present. To ac h ieve thi s it is prese rv ing both written
and object hi sto ry; its ohjccts in cl ud e pain tings, furni ­

ture, chi n a, sil ver, glass, o ther dccoruriVI' a rts, an d
me morabilia . As with wnuen and pr inted m at er ial ,

these i tem s record special events and people, patterns
o f ways ot life , and anuudcs of a past time ; they show
somethin); about how pe rso ns wer e thinkin g abou t

their su rmu ndlngs, their own past or future,
T h is hmad swee p or history m eans co llecting and

preservi ng all these mater ials . In add it ion , the Society
has the responsibility to make its collections available

to those who arc already imcresred members, students,
an d scho la rs, and also to interest th ose w ho .11 present
scarcely th ink 01 anv thing hut the present.

The f311 co u rse on Arnc ncan furn itu re was well at ­
te nded and it culmina ted in a tr ip to the Yale Un iv"ersity

Au Colliery 10 'OCe the ,"'ldbd Bradv Oarvan collection.

It is planned that such courses and trips w ill be part of
the future programs of rhc Society and the lecture

commmee is now planning for next winter ,
A recen t important giit to the Soc iety in cl udes two

a rm ch airs and fuur side ch airs [Figu res I and 21 given
hv Mrs, C harles D. L Pep ys. T he chairs bel on ged to

Nicholas Brow n U 769·1 Hot ILdescended 10 lohn Ca ner
Bro.....n and then 10 his ..... iduw, Sophia Augusta . who
lef t th em to he r daughter, Sophia Augusta , who too k
them to Ne wport . T he latte r Soph ia Augu sta was the
gr and mo the r 01 the dunur. T he hac k is a particular

sh ield design that is usually associa led wi th N ew York,
with ori~inal inspiration com ing from Englan d , but in
these undoubtedly New port-made chairs the basic de ­
si):n has bee n compressed In to a narro .....er shield with a

more poi n ted base tha n is co mmon in New York ; the
ribs in the shiel d arc carved belo w to reed s and abov e to

a multiple coin des ign T he scats arc hasic ally a sh ield
shape, having a serpentine front and sides that cu rve
back to the rear posts. The Ne ..... York versio n usually

has reeded front legs above spade teet . these Newport
chai rs have sim ple pla in legs wi th spade feet and, in
add ili on , usc chestnu t for some o f their inter ior or

seconda ry wood , a woo d assoc ia ted with Rhode Island
and easte rn Connccncut. The corning 10 light of Ne w­

port UloC of a Ne w York pattern is part icu lar ly importan t
a t rh ls l ime beca use three ch airs were rece ntly d iscov ­
ered that use a hasic N ew York patt ern in the same lean,

t ight ma nn er ; they arc labeled "[uhn Townsen d."
Ou r new ch airs and the labeled ones give nc w In sigh t

into what was made in N ew port aoom l800. Beyond
the im port ance of these chairs, it is wond erful that
they have returned to a house whi ch is very m uc h lik e

thei r or iginal setti ng . Undoubtedl y they once resid ed
in the N ight inga le Ho use ,357 Ben efit SUCC I , jus t across
lrom lohn Brown House, af te r it was pu rclused in IS lot
by Nicholas Brown , nephew of John. Thc chairs will

be ap propriately upholstered and perh aps used in the
room now bei ng restored on the n onhwest corne r of

th e second flour or in John Brown 's dining room .
An ot h er importan t addit ion to the collccuons is a

nincteeruh-cemury woo l an d bu rlap hea rth rug or floo r
cevcrmg [Figure 31, m ade to cover only the fi rcplace



Floor comet, New En;(l<lndl Wool and burlap, 1810-18301
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side of a mum. The piece is shaped to RO around the

hcnrrh and a corner has a small cut-out to go around
an exposed corner post, Extremely attractive with its
usc of red and black leaf design on wool squares of
varied sh;Hk's of blue, gray, and tan check, this is a vcry

rare document. Link is knnwn about what was used on
Honrs in the eighteenth 'IIHI early nineteenth cen turies.
Very seldom were imported Oriental or European car­
pets avnilahlc except for grander homes, and most

01 the other Jloor coverings were of a trugile nature and.
have disappeared.

It was with great sadness that we learn ed of the death
of John H. Welb Not only was he a valued member of
this Society and of its Board of Trustees but also he gave

r:E:.:EE:·:fB...·rn ·m·.·...m m ...
EE:':83: ·:fE·.·m·.·rn·...• ..EJJ...m • .,
~. . • • . • F"'I"'<... ~. -
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h is time unstmringlv as a volunteer in the library. Over
the years he indexed count less hooks, making these vel­

urnes I'H more valuable and accessible to genealogists,
students, and scholars. He ,II ways hrough t with him a

cheery attitudc mw.ml life; he will he very much
missed. Many of his friends huvc sent contributions in
hi~ 113me and the Rhode Islan d Foundation wrote,
"The Rhode Island Foundation's first s~cretilry was

fohn Wells. He shepherded the organization through
its early years. In memory of him and his contribution
to the Foundation we enclose this check." The corn­

bmcd contributions will he used to continue Mr Wt"Il~'

work in the Society's library,
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