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BAl1i CUT liV .nn: NEA TEST
Awl most Fashionable nuumer.

At No. I ~ 1\1 ar ke t Street.
"1\J17 HERE Gentlemen 11Hl)' also fino in a

l;J V gell te e l Shop every ac c ommodat ion
for shav in g, dean cloths, clean puts, sharp
Razors, nnc dean hands .

Also, on han d, aud for sa le , Shaving
B r u s II f'S a II d B (Ixes, Po\\' de r P u ffs . H air
Po" 'utTs, Hail' Po\\der, Tooth Brush-
PS, & ~ » t u m , pocket HI dressing combs
!'ha'ir. ~ II, (If· . r quality, razor
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Iri sh and Ita lians in Provi de nce, Rhode Isla n d,

1880·1 960

Ethn ic f!;JOUpS have been 3 si~nificant factor in local
politics in the United Slates since the latter half of
the nineteenth century, and have received due
arrcnrion . Such study has lsrgclv centered on analyses
of e th nic affiliations as determinants of voting be­
ha vior and of the ope ration of urban political
ma ch ines huilt on eth n ic lovalues. Rcl.ath·ely little
att ention has been given 10 th e task of formulating
generalizations concerning the requisite conditions
for thei r politica l power, One such generalization
which ha s received considerable support is that an
e th nic group must hav e a middle class 10 provide
sk illed po litical leaders in their struAAle tor power.'

Often this hypothesis is found in " assimilation
models" of ethnic political behavior. Robert A. Dahl
presents such a model in Wlt o Covellls! This model
posits th ree stages in the political behavior of ethnic
.ii:rou ps·l ll .....hen th ey are sole ly .....o rk ing class and
used as political paw ns, 12l when a small middle
class emerges to lead the group and they seize poli­
tical powe r for themselves, (JI when they arc generally
distributed in the class structu re in proportion to

[heir numbers in the population and class supersedes
ethnicitv as the primary ba se of political action .!
Despite its logical nearness. this mood appears to
hav e limited apphcabtliry as ethnic groups have
remained a visible Force in politics lon g after thei r
period of decline as predicted from the model.'

In recogninon of this fact , particularly as seen
in the politics of New Haven, Raymond E. Wolfinger
has recently put forward a revised version of this
model which he terms a " mobilization theory."4
Briefly this states that

the sllenglh of ethn ic vcuug depends on both the
in tt'mity of ethnic identi fication an d the level of
ethn ic relevance in the etecnon. Th e most powe rfu l
and \'isible sign of ethnic political relevance is a
fdlow ethnic's nllme at the head of the ticket , __
Middle class .\lam, is a vinl/al prere(luisirc for

•~\ r. Carrollrs program oISSOClate in social science, Institute
for Sen-ices to Education , Cumculum Resour ces Group ,
Newton . Ma ssachusens.

I for instance, see Samuel Lubell, The Furure ul A m n iCll/l
r"lillc~_ second edmon revised (Garden City. Doubleday
Anchor Books, t'Ht'l1, N.

1 Robert A Dahl, Wh" (;(wnn, I Demoa'lCyand rower In

.m Aml."fKan Crty (New Ha"e ll. Yale Univen ity r'ress.
1'\16 ]1, ch ar ter 4 .

/1y Leo E CarroW

canduiacv for maior office; an eth nic group ·s de­
\'{'10pm{'nl o f suiiicier upollrical .~ ki ll and in fluence
to ., CCUrt' such (I nomination also requires the
development of 'I middle class. s

Both Dahl's model and Wolfinger 's theory agree
on the need lor a middle class to eme rge within the
eth n ic group before it may achieve political power.
They diiier in that Dahl sees this class as a small
corps of elites in command of an essentially work in g
class faction which disiritegratcs when it is no longer
work ing class, while wolttnger maintains that it
does nOI attain its pinnacle of power unnl it is
primarily or strongfv middle class.

The " mohiJi::ation theory " appears to be the more
descriptive of the poli tical situation in New H aven .
This study is a test o! its stratifica tion hy potheses:

An ethnic group will not achieve representation
at th e major lev els of polincal power in a
community until it has developed a strong
middle class, and

2. the represen tatives of the group at the major
levels of political power will be d rawn from
its middle class .

The setting lo r this study is the city of Provide nce ,
Rho de Islan d. Du ring 11'01.' e ra of great mig ration
Rhode Island, in ge ne ral, and Prov iden ce, in par­
ticu la r, were experiencing rapid economic growth.
The key industries were couon and woolen manu­
facture . metals and machinery' making, je.....elrv and
silverw are, rubber goods, and kn itt in g mills. Between
I/!(,O and 1888, Providence and Pa..... tucker we re the
na tion's leading ma ch in e-making cente rs. In 1879

Providence became the national ce nte r of the jewelry
industry, and has mainramed this position.'

This industrial expansion , of course, anracred many
foreign migra nts 10 the state . They hegan to anive in
the 1830S an d 18 40 S an d, by 18S0, In.2 percen t of
the state's popul ation were horn ab road. Some 70

Dahl, oJO-t'lI ; l ubell, n, ·f,oJ. Nathan Glazer and Daniel
Moynihan , B"rond !h.. _'.ie/lJn!!: POI (Cambridge, MIT
r ress. lyl> ; ).

oJ Raymond E w olnng cr. "The Development and Per­
srstence of Ethnic vonng." American POlllic,,1 Science
Renew [December 1',16, 1, 1l f, <,I '<Xl8

, Wolf inger, 90').
f> Kurt B..\\ayer, Ec m"nlle /)e\ ..Jopmen! ,mJ Pnpul<llJon

C mwl/i ln Rhode II/and [Prrwtdence. BWI<.·n Umvcrsuv
Press, 1<,1"1 1, oJO-oJ oJ
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percent of rhece came from Ireland .' Bv 1"'10

" Rh ode Island had the la rgest proportion o f
fore ign-born of an y state of the U nion , a d isti nctio n
it wa s to re ta in for th i rty vears. "8

After 11'll'i0 the corn povirinn of th e foreign -born

element began lo ch'lnge, In rgeo th e Iri sh repr c-
sen ted 6tl per cent 01 th e forei gn -hom. lIy 1!:<110 th is

had fall en to 4R pe rce n t. From ISl'iO to the turn of
the century the m ain st ream of migration was from
Canada, most of the mig13nts bei ng of French descent .'
T h is stream, in turn , was replaced hy migration from
h aly, and 10 a lesser extent from Portugal and

Eastern Europe . By 1910 Roman Catholicism became

the religion o f the maionty of the pop ul a t ion , and
Rhode Islan d ha s remain ed the on ly state w ith
a Ca th oli c ma jority. to

In 1l,l'i4 a su rvey w,,~ uudcnu kcn ro dete rm ine th e
eth nic orig ins of Rh ode Islan d voters Identi fica-

tion of ethrticitv wa s hy surna me on the vote r
registrat ion rolls. The toll o ..... ing ethnic dtsmbu non
.....as foun d in Providence : Italian (27'1> I, lr ish j26 % L
Engli sh (2 1%1, Jew ish (8% I. French \7 '1> I, Por tu guese
13% I. Othe rs (9% ). 11 A~ th ...sc figu res point aUI

Prov iden ce is a m ulti-eth n ic com munity and the

Italians and Iri sh ar c its most im po rtan t grou ps.
A syst ematic sample of 5 percent of th e male and

female gain fully em pl oyed workers residen t in

Providen ce in rhe yea rs l !l i'lO, 1910, l l,ll O, and 1l,l"'0

wa s taken from the city direc tor ies of these years.
Each sample was categorized as Ir ish , lralian, or
Other nn the baSIS01su rname. Th ese .e:touping~

.....ere classified according to the occupational classiti­
calio n devel oped by Alba J\-1 Ed wards.1! Because

of th e tenuous n ature of th ese classifications the y

wer e checked aga in st the ce ns us class ifica tion s for
those years. In each case th e eth nic d istr ihution
obtaine d hv the sampl e app ear ed reasonable. heing
mindful o f the fact tha t the cens us di st ribution per­
tai n s 10 only first and second generations while
the sample incl uded all. Further, the sample dlvmbu­
non for IQl'iO was simi lar to that iound by the Stare

Board of Elections rioted above, the diffe rence bei ng
- 2.'" percent ior the Irish and - 0 .1 percent for th e

Itali an s , T he va lida tio n ot the occu panonal groupi ngs

7 Mayer, 40-41.
B Mavcr. 411,

\I M.w er, 411
10 xtsver . 0

II State Board of Elect inns, Survey 0; Rhodr I land
Elenorljl\"lq!.

tl Alha ,\t , Ed.....ards. A S" Cl<I EconomICGrouprng 0; rhe:
ell/uful \\'otke:r' 01 rhe Uml£"<! Sunes [Wa sh mgton.

revealed that each sample w as probably somewhat
over .rcpre-emsuve of the higher level occupations.
It is not believed that this atfecrs the findi ngs to

any significdn t degree T his is so because each 01."­

cup.nlnna l category is trea ted as a separurc sam ple
for pur poses of descript ion and Infer en ce and there
is noevidence of sys tematic under - or ovc rrvprescn ta­

tiun of ethnic grou ps in these sub-sam ples
A diffe rence of proportions test was used to de­

termine if :I group's represen ta t ion in a given

occupauunal category ....as slgnlflcanrlv different
irom ItS representation in the sample. Because of
the influence of la rge numbers the .00 I level of

sign ifica nce was adopted in an attempt to eq uate
statist ical an d pract ical signi ficance. For purposes
of descript ion a proportion al rcprcsentatmn index
wa s dev elop ed . Thi s m ay be defined as th e ratio
oi the proportion of a given occupa tion al ca tegory

represented by an ethnic group to its proportion
in the sample. An index of r.o signi fies proportionate

rcprcscntanon , below t 0 ,,~nifies undcrrcpresen­
ration . while over r .o ind icates overrcprcscruanon .

In addition an occ upunona l ra nk sco re for each
group WJS calculated by rankin g each occupational
c.ncaorv, pro tession:ll tn uns k illed, on J scale run­
ning tr om si x to one T h is rank was th en multiplied
hy the percentage o f an et hn ic group ill rhat ca tegory;
these sub-totals wen' sum me d and div ide d hy 100.

The dara on politica l o ffice holders ....-crc secured
from rhc !\ l l1nuah Of City Government for the
appropriate yea rs. Oiiiceho ide rs were classified in to

ethnic groups on the basis of su rname. and into
maier JnJ minor level s. In the maier level are

such offices as m ayor, other elec ted general officia ls,
city council men, departme n t he ads, co m missione rs,
police chid, and fire chief. The min or level is

residual and includes suc h offices as poli cemen,
fire men. cle rks, and lnborcrs.fuclu dcd abo in the
m inor level are data ta ke n from the repolt of a
srudy 01 the ethnic composition ot ward committees
in Providence. 13 These data w ere analyzed in the
m anner described above .

Tn test the second hypothesis, data on the oc­
cup.nions pursued by Irish and Ital ians in maier

U nited " ta tes Covcrnrucn t I' ril1til l ~ Olf i~e, 1\1 381.

I J Elmer E. Com.....ell, [r . "I'arty Absorpunn of Ethnic
Groups ' the Case of I'rov rdcnce , Rhode Island," Soci<ll
FmCI" I,\\a rch l<jf>Ol, 10\']10. The vears do not corre­
spend exacdv 10 the vcars selected in this rarer bu t arc
elm.... to thcm-I1\1", IQtO, 1'113. and I<jH This rrohahly
d0l"5 not dis tor t the data (Q any sl!!:n,h~nt degree. as
membervhip on these committees is usuallv for a
number of vears -c.somcnrnes for decades.
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offices be fore they assumed ollice were obtained

fro m the cily dlrecrorv. N o techniques we re needed
10 an alyze these-they arc allowed 10 speak
for thems elves

Table I depicts a rathe r clear picture of the
hls rorv 01 eac h ,l:: TOUp'Socc up a tio nal m ohlli ry.

Con siderin g th e Irish first , we finJ tha t in tS So
th ey werea ~oliJly working-class group. T heir
rcprese n tauon among the unsk illed workers wa s
t .....ice as m uch as ....·hat one w ould expect on the
basis of their proport ion in the sample. Further ,

the proportion of professional s w h ich were Ir ish
.....as on ly one-t h ird of what one woul d predict , and
they were significantly u nderre prese nted in the
m an ageria l and cle r ical ca tegories as wel l. The

occ upa tio na l rank score o f 2·3 indicates that , on

Irish-born lames E. SuI/iva n, M. Do, conmhunng ro the
incretl~e in the proporncn of profes"ionah in his ethnic
j(mup, In·ed at 2S4 Wtlylund AW'nul' trcm the rum 0; the
cenlun-unul hI' ,feillh In (Kober 1920. He wo, neasurcs
of the Su/l;wn Investment Company and 0 dlfeCfOr of
fhe Rhode Island Hosplfu/ Trml. HlI wtte wal fhl'
daughter 0; Rhode J.dund mdu,trl<l1ilt /ol'ph Bamgan.
rlfl'sJdenl of the U S. Rubber Company.

the average. ihcv were a semi-skilled stratu m in ISIlo.

In the thirty years between I1'lSO and 1l,l10 th e
I rish exhibited considerable upward m oluhtv, as
evidenced hy the change in their occu pat io nal score,

hom 1.' to 19. Pruba blv a mater faCIO! In t hi~

m ovemen t wa s the et ten ci te d e ffec t of new waves

of im migranrs entering at the hot lorn of th e oc­
cupanona 1h iera rch y and pu~hing other ~f{1UPS
upwa rd. In any even t, bv " )1 0 the Ir ish were gen­
erally dtsr rtbutcd amon~ the occu panonal groups
in accord with their numbe rs in the population.

The onh· exceptions 10 rhi .. were tha t the Irish were
underreprescnted by some 40 pe rce nt in the man­
a~eria l pour. and overrcprcsentcd hy about th e
same amount among the uns ki lle d work ers.

Thl~ .\1.11' VIl'W of his homl' exh]/l/l\ the b,un un <1 i ts
flCCUp'lIIrl <l~ well

"-

,
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Table l. PROPORT IONATE IlEPRHlNTATION IN DICES

FOR OCCUPATIONAL G1l.0UP5 "SD OCCU PATIONA L SCO RES

Ethnic G rou p 1880 1910 1930 1960

Irish
Professionals 0336' OR57 1275' 1.:=;00"

Propri etors. r-,tana1:cn ,
Off icials 0544 " 0 ,588" 0.732' 08!';

Clerks and
Kindred Workers 0""" 0.922 1.127" 1.197"

Skilled Workers 0813 0997 0.856 0906
Semi-skilled w orkers 09S2 11 19 I.ffi9 usn
Unskilled Worken 2.163• 1.425• 0926 0.935

Occupational Score: 2.3 2' 34 33

lIaliam
Professionals 0,119' 0,419" 0,338"

Proprietors, ~1.lna~ers .

Officials 0,438' 0.794 0.911

Ckrb .llnd
Kindred WOlken 0.205' Om'> ' 0706 "

Skilled Workers 0 ,959 1.1.31 1.052

Semi-skilled Workers 1.178 1.256 1.260'

Unskilled Worken 2.726 ' 2-175• 1,338"

Occupational Score 2.1 2.6 1.7

Others
Professionals 1.317' 1.156 ' 1063 LID

Prorrictors, r.1Jna~ers,

Officials 1.218' 1.256' 1.196 ' 1.131"

Clerks and
Kindred w orkers 1.2S?" 1.128' Ll06' 1.066"

Skillcd Workers 1.061 1006 1.00 7 101 6

Semi-skilled Worker' 1.00> 0.924 0906 0937

Unskilled Workers 0.445' 0.6()1· 0.698' 0.8·.\7"

Occupational Score 3.' 3.5 3.5 3.3

• indica tes that the diffrrence be twee n the proportion of a
given occupa tiona l group whi ch is of an ethnic group and
the propo rlion of the .lam p1c which is of that group is

,\i~nJ li[<lIlt at the .001 level or /l1'''(Jnd,

During the ncxt tw en ty years this pa tte rn of
up wa rd m obility ap pears to have co n tin ued. By
1930 th e Ir ish we re nolonger a working-cl ass group

as thei r occu pat ional sco re of 3A in dicates. Ove r-
rep resen ta t ion among the m an ual workers h ad

changed (0 sl lght undcrrcprcscntnrion As fore­

shadowed in 1<j IO , mohlluy lor the Ir ish W ,IS into
the rrokssillnal and cleri cal poups and , in 1930 , the
proportion of Irish in these categories was significantly

greater than thei r proportion 01 the population.
lnterestinglv . however, they remained significantly
u nderrepresented among the manage rs, proprietors,

and oflieials .

c.Jfrt'f.'J ,r.U H or fhe ~ulll\'an hOll'e le,1down 10 thl"
declJriJuJ Il"t liJ lhlm,.
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Thirtv vears 1,IIer, in Il,lho, this pattern rc lslsted
al though the difference WJSno lo nge r signif icant.
T he occ upa tional score .» 'i._I indicates that the

u pward rnubilitv of the Irish , on the average, ended
in rhts period. Whal rhr-, probably si.':"n ifics, how"
ever, is a movement of upper and mi ddle class Irish

from the central city to the suburbs. This assertion
appea rs to be warranted in view of the bCI rhar
th e perce ntage of the Ir ish in the pop ulation de­
Cre JSl,J mor e in th is per iod th an in any othe r even
thou gh there w;!' no large-scale in.migrnrion. Sti ll,
the Irish rem ai n ing in the clrv may be eharactc rtzed
as it middle elas-, ;::TOUp, hl.'ing significantly overrep re­

senrcd among the professional and cle rical workers.
T he seave of immigra nts irom Italy began to

arrive in Prov idence arou nd the turn of th e ce n tury.

As we lind rhcm in 1910 they are, ;IS IU be expec ted,
a lowe r class grou p. Thei r occ upation al sco re at
this time was a.r . and they had almost rh r....e times
as manv unskilled workers, and onlv one-fifth as
many protcs-aonals as their numbers in the popula­
tio n would wa rra nt Additnmallv they were also

significa n lly undcrreprcscn n-d in the manage rial
and clerica l grou ps.

As with the l ri ~h be fore them. the Iral i.ms were
upwa rdly mobile in the next two decades B,' 11,1\0

rherr occup.rnon.rl score rose to 2_~ Italian moblllrv
seems to tollow a different pa ttern rh an rh at of the
Irish , however. T he Irish remai ned si,.-:njficantly
undcr rcpre-en rcd among th e ma na gers. prnpncrors,
and oliicia ls u nt il 1<,1"0. As ea rly ,IS 19\0, however ,

the Ita lians we re no longc r "0 underrepresented
in this /o':IO Up, though rhcv were arnung th e pro­
fessionals and clerical workers-c-rhe categories to

which the Irish were most drawn. Fo r a full explana­

tion of th is diffe rence Dill' wou ld probably h ave 10
turn to a detailed exa m ination oi the cult ures of
these grou ps. O ne factor which immedi at ely presents
itself, howeve r, is the dilference in language and
tastes (It the Italians from rhosc 01 the native popu­
lation This probably nccc..sit.Hed the esrabh..hment
of a more or less sclf-su tnciem commun ity among
them w her e it was prohablv nOI;\ factor among the

Irish . W hat th e im plica unn s of th is differen ce in
pa ttern 01mohllhv have been tor political rcprc-

scntancn i.. not clear. That it may have bee n a factor

opc r.ating ih rough dittcrcnces between Iri sh an d
Itali.m s in provid ing lc.rdcrs with requisite tr ain ing
for political office -hold in.':" is ent irely possible, hut
ditf lcul r 10aSSl'SS because of the operation of ot he r

iaCtOTS, such as language.
Betw ccn 11,1\0 and 19"0 the Italians continued their

upwa rd mohiluv in to the m an agerial and cle rica l
ranks, an d rhctr rcprcsc ru.rtion among the ma nual
worker s decr eased con stdcreblv. Th is is particu larly
ap parent in the curcgorv of unskilled worker s Still,
however. they remain a wotking-cl uss grou p as a

whole JS thei r nccup.nional score ot 1.7 indicates.
Our ii rst hypotheses and th is analysis of mohili tv

allows us to make two predictions' that the Irish

sho u ld have begun to he re presen ted .n rhe maier lev els
o i pulitical pow er around 19 W wh ile the Ital ians
shou ld he m aki ng their hid in this dec ade. However,
we und Ihar as tar back as 1~~o the Irish were repre­

semcd at the maier kwh of political po wer. Interest­
inglv rhe maVIH at this umc was Ir ish , and he held the
office lrom Pl~-l N evcnhcle, «. it IS quire evident thai,
co mpared rn thenumbers. the Irish ",'er e co ns picu ous ly

underrepresent ed in the city governmen t at th is t im c.

T able 2. PROPORTIO~ATE REPRESE...TA TI OS

l"I'Jll~ POIITtCA IOFfiCE"

Ethnic Group 188 0 1910 19 30 1960

Irish
Maior Offices 025 1' 059:; ' 0.972 1.910 '
xt mor Offices 0570 ' 1-16.\ ' 1.377' 1.7-18'
All Offices 0520 ' 1,30-1 " I JO~ ' 1.760 '

Ital ians
Maior Oi/ices 0.096 ' 0.-163 " 0818
,\hnor Offices 0192 ' 0,:.00 ' 0 907
All Offices oP R" o4RiI ' 0.81!R

Orhcrs
:\l3io r Offices 1.\',7 " 1,292' 1.1(.9 0.670 '
xunor Offices 1.205' c.oa - O~ ' 0698 '
All Offices 1,229" 0.916" 099.~ 0,698'

' JthlH:' Ilt''i th<lt tht' dl'!t'H:nce l'elwt't'n the pr0I'0Ilinn 01
offices at a gtven level held by m emll('Ts of an eth nic group
,md rJH' proportion which thM groul' is of the populal ion
rs 'i;:nifrcunt III the ,001 leI'." or hn'o",l



72 IRI~H A~D ITAL!Ar-; <;

Thl' recepuon room ope ned mto Dr. Sll1Jj\'an'~

wI'JI·,\tockrd lil>lIlry,

Since t ,,~O th e consisten t trend has been fOI the
Irish to gain an increasing proportion of city gove rn ­
ment offices. As early a, I '}IO rhcv held significantly

more than their share of all mu nicipal offices. T hese
were predomina nrlv minor offices, ho weve r, and they
rem ain ed u nderrepresented in the upper level . As
predicted from our hypothesis it was precisely in 1910

th at the Irish ac hieved propnrrionate represen ta tion

on the major level oj power. It was not until 1'}28 tha t
the sla te legisla tu re removed ihc property qu alification
for vuring in cily counc il elections in Rhode Island.
Quite co nceivably , a Llr...-:e body of middle class Ir ish­

men, skilled in pohucs. was a requ isite con di tio n for
the repeal 0/ this law. An analysis of th is dimension
would be most interesting but is beyond the scope of
th is paper. In any event, the repeal of the prop erty
qualification was necessary for th e Irish to achieve

proportiona te represe ntation.
From 1,}10 to lytiO thl' movement uf the Irish int o

the major an d minor offices has given them a vi rtual
stranglehold on city government It seems reasonable
to ass ume thut the " ot h er" category in IIl!lo was

alm ost excl usively Yankee .14 Assuming this, we m ay
conclude that , rcla uvc to their numbers in the popu­
la tion , the lns h have achieved grea ter representa tion

14 There were no other major ethnic groups in Providence
OIt rh..t time. Even if there were, they would pmbablv
not be represent ed in the city government 10 any great
ext ent , a, th ey would ..... 01 too recent cntrv Th is
asvumprmn cannot he made for I..ter periods , ho .....ever ,
in , 'jew otrhe mulu-erhmc nature ni th e Providence
com m urutv.

TIllS thlrd·floor study wa~ utlopt ed by Dr. Sullivan 's
lhrre ~lJ n.\ jot fh eH o w n U' e,

•

in city gov ernment in Iy(,o than the Yankees had
in I~~O. What this means in te rm s of effe cdve power,

ho ....'ever. can not be deduced and remains unclear.
As with the I rish , expectations concern ing the

Italians and based on this hypothesis are horne out.
Si,l;nilica nlly underrepresented at alllevels in bo th

I'}ro and t vt o. they arc nnr \0 in 1960 . At the very
lime that th ey appear to be m oving into m iddle cl ass
occu pations to a siP1i!icant degree, they are achievi ng
prop onionare rcprescn tatiun at alllevels of city
government . If the "mobiliza tion theory" is correc t
and ethnic politics rem ains ,IS strong in this decade as

it has been in the past, we can prohably expect one of
two th ings to occur : a coali tion of Irish an d Itali an s or
a strul:~1c bet ween them with poli tical power in th e
balance. If the latter occurs, and past patterns prevail,
rheu l'r ov tdcnc e m ay soon hnvc its first Ita lian mayor ,
and control of city gove rnme nt may pass from th e

hands of the Irish to those of the Ita lian s...
Ou r second hypothesis states th at the m ajo r o ffice­

holder, of an ethnic gtoup w ill he d rawn from its mid­
dle CI;ISS , Tabl e , presen ts the occupa tions of Irish an d

It alian elected general officials and city council men,
The dat a clearly show the middle class origins of bo th

the Irish and Italian mator otuceholdcrs. Of 67 cases

:\ 1'<11<1.11' ••n AII'ell, An'/lul' III / 906 <Irrear\ w/>eur ou t
th e /h('oH' thfll rhe du/ercncr 111 /un~lll11.c and lu ~t "'s from
th r 1l11 l1\'e p"rulal/l>ll led r,,,,,,, ll'ncc Italian s to esrabllsh
a more 0' Ir.~.~ .~df-~u fficfrnt com mum rv of thl'ir own.
The //u~ ni thesr"dupre,1coun trv b consprcuousfv borne
/.\, me poraders. h"'H'w' r
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T able 3 . O<::CU'ATlO~~ OF IRiSH A~D !TAlI,",S

ElECTED GE~ERAl O ffICIALS _",~D CITY

COUSCll:'oI ES, 18 80 . 19 10, 1930, 1960·

T able 4 . PROVID[~CE MAYOR~ OF I Il I SH

EXTRACTlO:-':. P'P·t966.

•

Ethnic Group

Occupation al Group Irish Ital ian Tota l

Professionals 11 , 15

Proprietors. M;ln ;l~er~ . Dffictuls ,- to 35-,
Clerks and Kindred w orkers ; J 8
Skilled w orkers 7 I 8
Semi-skilled Workers I 0 1

Unskilled Workers 0 0 0

Total '9 18 67

Name

Thomas A , Doyle

Edwin D. ~IcGumne",~

WIlliam II: Revnolds
Patrick I .\tcCnthy
losepb H G.lIlner
lames E.Dunne
De nnis I. Rober ts
willia m A. Cahi r

W alter H Reynold s
loscpb p. Doorle v

T erm 01

Office

J!l(-,4· I!l(,'J,II'\7(1·1"'-"J;

l "'IU · I ~R6

J"'<J6' I!19f!
J':105·1906
191J'· Im
1'l1]')9!1
1'J!1·19.W
1941·19'; 1
1'J41·19J.J.

IAumg Mayor!
I'}'; 1·[ 96 5

1%5·

Previous

Occ upat ion

Proprietor ­
Manager
l ..wver
I'h,Hma(i~t

La ....ver

Lawver
l'ropnetor
LJwvc r

Otiilial
O lti da [

l'ropnetor­

Manager

only 'I.He nom the manual working ctas-e-, However.
th is nper.monal icarion 01 mater oiiices i-, 111)1 as rigid

;IS rhar gjvcn by Wollinger lie would restrict it to

muvors From 1";1 to 1'11.1. there han' been ten mayors

of Provide nce w ho we re of Irish ext rac tron , there were

none 01 hail..n extraction Oi the ten Irivh m ayors five

were rH1ic~~It,"Jlsbefore acsuming office, and five
\\ en' managers. propnerors. or officials. T h us, either

wa y we opc mnonalizc "major off ices" the hypoth esis
i-, subsr. mn.ncd. Further it is in terest ing 10 note th at .
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Thomas: A /)0,,1(', fin I of the cil(s ten mayors of Iri,lh
('Xlf,lClIIJIl.II,'lo/ dun oiiscc from tvtv186./10 june r 1l69'
from tune I~'~O ro /<1flU<lfV 111111. '!lI.I nom /,mUd rr I RR~

IIIlIJI/ulle IXII(, whe-n he lilt'a In office. prol·id.'llce "oren
re·r1eClt'J 111m ,Iurern /IInc<.

This tYl'icall'a,\:e of ""U'H1C" curd.I" III the souvenir
I'tOl::fdm of the 1\121 COIll"ClltlOn pf th.' S"It~ of 11,1/,. til
Americ<ll1eld <lll'I"I'I<1ell«, indle,lle< the repre<l' lI lill ioll of
loc<1llt<1liall~ lit marl<l~t'tlllJtllld offiewl categories.

Bennie Gam/l<ltde/ltlwho Il.lh himscli a~ "A busy man"
appf'dtl in lhe r",vicl"nce nifceH1r~'o f lhm ~'c<l r as a
dcpuly wlleclof In Ihe ft'dt'",J hui/dm,\: Oil Exchange SI It'C I.

._-- _._._-
'..... '-

--

_'_'0
--
---
--
--
--~-

w ith the excepnon of 1....·0 vcars. since 1l}1J th e ma yor

of Providence has been o i Irish ext racnon.

This srudv has tested two hypotheses:

I. an eth nic j1;IOUP will not ach ieve representation at the
m ajor levels of political po wer in a comm unity unt i] it
h as developcd a st rong middle class, and

z. rbe reprcsenr ano n of the group at the major levels of
power will be drawn from the mid dle class.

The laucr hvporhcsi-, ha s been dcfmiuilv substantiated .

One m ay wi sh to revise th e first , however, in view of
the fact that both Irish and halian s achieved represen­
tation at th e ma jor levels bef ore the emergence of thei r
respective middle classes Representation, however.
should he tak en to mean more than occupying a
po sition , it m eans representing the interests of the

group. To what exte nt th ese early Irish and Italian
political lead ers did represe n t th eir respective groups
has been impossibl e to specify within th e context of
th is study Ce rtain ly th e stt a tegy o f using an ethnic

group me mbe r as a Iigu rche nd wa s employed by
politica l pa n ics in Rh od e Island as elsewhere. To be

t;; See, for example, Er.... in L. tevme, Theodore ff'.m,, ~

Grt't'n The Mo,Je l.dand Ye<1 r.<. J906· f9J6.lPw Vldenee:
Bm.... n Uruversuv r'e~~, I\I"JI.

1(, tames Q. Dealev, "Oovemment," in Will iam Kirk, (e-d"l

su re, the "ye llow dog" Democrat was a card in al fact

o f Rh ode Isla nd pob l ie" in rhc ninetee n th and early
twentieth centu ries." Even ii they did represen t e th nic

intc revrs il i" app.lTent from the struc tu re of gove rn­
m en! that they could n OI he ef fective to an y great

ex tent U n IiI the I 'nos all dten ive po we r in the
mu nic lp.il gove rn me nt w .1" vested in the city cou nc il,
'ln d thi" body W.1" "n[idly Yan kee Repu bli can until the
propert y ql ulifie;lt ion Wets lif ted in 1')2"' .11; A" l.1te as

that vca r. it Wa" po%ibl e for one astute observer of the
pnhncal sce ne to wri te that th e Repu bli can Party has a
"st r.m kle buld on lhe govern m ent and nothing sh ort of
cunhquakc Can sha ke it 100se." 17 That earth quake
cam e in th e form o j th e removal oi the property

quul lficannn . A thotllllghgoing histori cal study of the
long and hitter feud surroun ding this issue would

do much to throw liaht on the role of th l.ethnic
midJle cla ss in pol iti cs and th e rcl aunnship he ween
rcprcscnta t inn an d effe cti ve pow er. T hi s would per ­
haps be m ust unligh tcrung due to th e historic al

n a ture of m(l ~t co m m uni ty power st udies, and to the
co nspicuo us absence of any co nsi de ration of e th nic
gro up s in the m ajori ty 0 1suc h studies,

A .\Ir":lern Crlr IChle3!:1I, Uruve tsuv of Chicago Press,,,,,,I
1 ~ lames t) Dc;llcv.I'oluKul.\JluulJr>m rn Rhode h/<1l1d

ll'rov idcncc. 1\11"1,"
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Responses to th e Rhod e Island W ork in gmen 's

Refo rm Agiution of 1833

The pnlitical JIlU cunsnturional i~SlH'S Ih,1I hrought on

the Du n Rebellion in Rhode lvland in 1~..\ 2 hold also
agitated the SI3fe alrnovt te n y C.lts earlier In the spring

of I" " J ,l::TllUr o f arr is.ms and workingmen hc,l;Jn to

demand vu ffragc exte nsion .mJ.1new constitunun 10

replace the old Chancrot ''''''l. which still served as
Rhode Islan d's tundamcr nal Ltv. These demands were

voiced .u puhlic mcctinus , anJ .rccordi ug In an un­
frie ndly O[,SCTVlT, the workingmen orators "c xhihhcd

con sider.llllc talent ."

ITIll I I speeches] tlwu;;:h rn rcn spiced \\'llh 'drift' and
\<lr[",1 m <1 i fn rded evidence fll,H fho_~c \\ hn dd ilTrcd
them /ldd iel t much and t ho ll~llI much if thl'}' had
not Jearnrd milc h I I IHH fd~hi'J/l<lhlc to 1:il'c tilL'

l<1 /lll/lold <T1 Ill l ' <ll'l'dil tion of »n-rccrat-: <lnd rufflnl

III i rr ,1:1'1JtTV, ,md III,' _' I' l'dk c" and t he IT ,l \ ,nd mn

pTir/,'</ ~he11J ~dn" in Ill'Cl1pl'ill ,1: 1111 "PI" '\ It.. I t l! n d lll :~

H,' nn ' t!lCV ITe' I II " m l y <11'['1"1/(' ,1 _<I T' <I I' , d ill gn,..n

h<ll:c Itlll,,: I~ til ,,,J.f'('" t ilt' <Illd" net' I

An example of th e m ilitant ton e 01 this .....o rk ing­

men's JKilJtion oi P" l. \,a~ the A ddre" WI the Rilo:.lu
o f Frl ' " ~ lI (iI<1:<,C delivered in manv Rhode Isla nd loculi­

tics that vpr i nKhv S,'t h Lu th er . and widclv di-rnbu tcd
in pri nted form. Lut lw r WJS'I l'n l\' idcn cc c.rrpcmc r .m d
labor ~rokt'sm,m2II is su ffrage 'pl'\'eh at!voe.n".d a
numher oi rarlie.1i ideas ' non-p.lymenl oj taxe~ hy dis·

franehi <;cd eiti:ens. r J"ive relht.m ce .\Ild l'v rn re\"lllu­
tion.1f th e " a ristnuJ ts" " j Rh ode ls!Jnd wnuld not
grant J n,·w . retnrmed const itu t i" n. th en th ". r,'orlc of

Rhode 1 ~ l an d themldn:s , l u thr r mJint.linl'~I , could
frJml' thrir own.' It th,' eslJhlbilll'd .Iuthorit il's dared to

•Mr. \'l,ttkman i~ A~s"clale Pro!cllor nl Hist" lv, l'oly·
techniCInstit ute oi Rrookh'n , ~1t Conlon is Rl'i.:rence
l ibr.niJn , The Rhode hlJnJ H"' ''T1eJI SOl'u:rv
la(;oh til '':'" C, m; , HI ton o ' rh., H fnT!' r I Ol>r'lin ,m
Extcnll" " pi ~lr ii ',l~r In Rho.lr I J n I t f( m th.' Yr"r
1,'1 1 to 11I4! Pwv l,kn,e I"~l ' ! !- !,_

1 LOlliS Ibn.:. Selh LuThcr W"rklnlo: <.:1,111 R,·hd ." ,......·w
En:.: lml,}()ll<Irterlr , XIII (Scr lcmncr loJwl ~ OI '~I~; EJ­
WJ,J I\ '''en ,\ 1"' t " nn ,mllw ll /,1< ~'CJ!II <lll ' r /l, ' 1<<1da,11
Le<1,Ie" of the E<1r11' LI/1IJI .\ lr1 I"' IIICll i I [Alh;lTl v, N. Y.),
I'J~1 1 , ~1 ")0,

Selh LUlher, An A,M r.. I'm Ih,' R I ~h l 0 ' FIl'" ~ IlPru.I:" ,

DellIc ll,a /'_1' the Re' /llell 01Fleel" ,/dn , " lid ( )/hel l 0/
the Cl!~' "I r W\·,d ...lll.C. Rho<1c I IlIld. In the Old Town
Hllln ' ,I'W\'IJ ,'ncc 1.' , , \

.; The IhIC.l' 1'0.11 ffiJJ c I'll Luth er I J,"'O<:I,1[C 111 thc rdurm
e.1u"C . PwnJ",nce h.uher \\"llli.lm I Tllhnl:h,I\' JI J
meellll/: on .\\a\' 10 INn Tllhnl:h.l'''~ ri'm.llb .Ire
pnntl't11l1 ,he arrcnJI:" h. LlI1h,' I, "
Thcy .Ile 111 Vol. 17 " I Ihl' Sidl1l'V S RiJer Collecr inn uf

Edll , d bv \1 <111 III f ( ., !l1.1Il <l1l and S o , / /' COII/n ,, '

resil t th is exercise 01 thc Pl'0l'!c'I \l1\cn:iglu\' t1H.'11

they woulJ vun-lv have to Iacc the might\ .md irrevist ­

ihle \\ r.uh of Rhode 1\ lJ nJ '.. t 1,000 Ji..tranchi...·J

non·I'lodholders"

Dcvpuc these 1.ltl1CJI pronounccrncms and rhrcn .. 0 1

force. rhc results of the workmgmunc a~il .ltitln 'It I I ;"
were r.tme and inconclusivc.Xo pLms were made for

fJd ic;l1au ion, andthe initiativc r:lswJ til rbc 0P l'u­
ncu ts of reform whn ca rne to the mee t ings wit h rL'I"'TlI
of the dis :.Islfous cikets oi suttragc cx tcuviun in such
StJles:.Is .\ \a ssaeh u <;c tl s and New York On the de­

tcnsrvc . the workingmen iclt obliged !O ,l:.lIhct evidence
!O rebut their opponents more cttccrivelv Thus .:.I ( Ill '

responding committee headed ny W ill iam J Till inJ':h ,l~t ,

.I ba rber imm Prov ide-nee , hC/pn \\'filing toll"hling
nat ion.l1 political iigu res, as we II ,IS Ioc.uuotnblos
The original letters ;do ng wi th m.mv repl i"s .tn- pre
se rved in the [u hn 1I.1V Lihrarv .u Brown Univc rvitv

These tl'plies consm urc J t.rscm.u inl': ero-s-section
nf American polnc.rl opinion in I";' , .

Eventually . however. the workingmen I\/lPL'Cll'J th.u
rh ev had been m.mcuvcrcd into rhc letler-\, nring earn­

pJ iJ':1l in order to dive rt them from mnrc radic .il pohri ­
ca l uc tivity." It WJs muruh-, in SOme' cases bctorc repl ies
were l".eciv".J, and in th e intl'rim the Jgita tion died

down Sume of Ihe wor kint:c1'lss mJtors routl,d the StJIC
on bchJIt l,i rcfnrm .1 hut e\"en the mosl lllilitJot of
them e\"l'lltualh· I': rcw Jisillusiom'll.mJ JhJnJoned the

suu~k " On I\' J t,'w lit the pJnlcipJnts in the workin~­

men~' JgilJlion oi l i'll.l. h('cam". illl'oiled in the latl'r

dr,lm,llic di"n In tr,msform Rho,k Isl.m " 's rnlitic.J!
system oi thc CJrly I i'l.;os- th l' l10n Rd,,'lIi<ln~

I)" rt ,\\.lllliscrirls. This cnlirL' l" ')("l'tHW II _I tiL h st'H,'
hOIl"': ni mater"lll nIl the Dorr Rl'ndlinn ,Il1 .l Rh,,, 1c
Isl.ll1<1 hl~t"'\ · rn Ihe I' 'lOS Jnd IS~OS [I con t.~II mJn\
tholl ~,IIlJS oi ilt:"m' .1nJ nnl tU ' 1,h l' ~ ·o rep" l!l·,lltl b.·
hne Lr.l'h(!Ip .\ \ Hamn eJ (.11 Ie I' 41"lll "md
,\ ldnllllll'hm tl Unl/ed\! I ~ewH.lhn I ~ 'I I , ' !

~ 5cl" Ihl'Lr It'lIl-r t tl VllL·,l'rnl,kllt .\I,Hlm Y,m Buren
'1.IV \ 1 ISH

7 [)T.llllol Wllli.llll [ rllJlll/:h."I' llel\ 'I'L"L"dll'I nl.ll' h,­
in till.! III \'n b \,f', ,111,17 " i the' R,der C"lInl l"ll 01 [)Oll
,\l.lI lLIlUir l<;

,~ 'in'lhc 1 '~l~ n"'J,l-lde ' 1" Wo,kLllJ:-,\kn lohn IIJ \'
Llnr.lr" . Brown Vlll\ "lIlt\" [t 1'0 ,1' JI ICl·l..,l .11:.1 11111 Rho-k
[,bnJ rolULciJll' wh,. I' elt:" lI' Lll J: Ihe l ~""rm l .11 I : lor
th..ll ol'o'n nl' I'<>T !tIllIl' ICrUTj·O...·S It ul~t: ,1 " ", klfll:lllt:"n
nUl "'.I ll"" Ihems dHslO he .." III.:J 'ic < ,II", Ihe kIln
lu s.:ch,·m i.lh R KlllJ:hl.luh H . 11 '1 _

'J The !>t'II KCntll\!' 01 the DOH Renellmll .lTl' i\nhur .1,1.1\"
J\ i"wr~' , The DilIr \V",. m . TIr" ( IJlI'lIlWlflntll ,\ u lI :~~k

111 1<1r, "Ie I,l and Il'ttlVi,!l' nl"c, '\10I ! J Anile ,\ 1.11\ N l'lI' lfl ll

•
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Although In thu l'jJr!Wl! Fr.mcis &ylie' "rre<ln 10 be one
of the "nrffled shm xenlry:' his answer W Ihe' humble
mechenrcs" was a mrxle/ 0/ ;eIlowshir and Mel,

Re"f'I'cted Su.

At" meetin,!;: in thi~ cily nn the I<)th instant nf

persons fm'()[d/'/e ff) Ihe adoplion In thh Sftltc of th{'
.\-fdHachu~elh mode uf Suflrdg{', the mbscribeIS
were appointed a committee to tcpon on tlle .~ubiect

at a future mccnnr.
\ \ 'e hcvc 5lflCC h{"'lIlOltl by pcn/Jn~ inl<'Te~tcd In

I'leventm,:: such a In{'I1SUH' tha I il \\'oul,1 h.. the rui n
of lhe SIdle, lind t/wt the b(,~t I'tlII o/ Ille cilium o f

M"~lOchu,elt, Tq:re l lhe eXlen.,ion of ,mlfraxe ill 111m
~ t<l tc. ,m d would willi ll:;: ly adopt tilt ' R h lllIld phm
we re it practi cable fo r th elll to do .1(1,

Nnw as the su/J.,cri!Jas yield to nnnr' in Ihl/ rio lic
emotions, we wlIll/d like to know from 1Ii,l;:11 au thorlly
if these thml/; ~ arc ,n-for if they arc I\'{' .h,Il/ lecum­
men d 10 the adioumed meeting 10 abandon their

en terprize and sacraticc their own tii/;hu fin the altar
of public good, bur il Illese m~elti(1fl \ rro\'e 'H we
su.sreC/ they wiJI, 10 bc a ,Ian<!cr on flUt fellol\'

c;ti;:cn., 0/ R hl,md and Aftl.'.•a(;hu.,,-lIs we should
also like 10 know illhat we lIIay pcrwvcrc. in what
we at plesen r (;OIlSl.Ia <:l hoI}' cause

\\'c rcgrcllhe nccc "lfy Ihat hds compdled us to

trespass on your I'a/udble tim e, hUI we fondly anllci­
pate tha t it c<JIlnollll'pti,'!' you of much of il in

an~l\'crin,:: what <1l'peaTS to u_~ 50 plain a IIuc\lion,
and a,~ ou r odwumcd mccl ing wi11 j,,' Iw Id in a few

dd.l',~,I I we ,s/1"llld dcc/1l if aIasnng favor 10 recievc

at least a hricf nnswct ilS SOU Il il ~ Yl wt enher cillh of
dnry IVil/admil.

The llndeI,ig,netl tho' humble mechanics have seen
t'lloug,h of the wlllld to know thu l ~elltlclllen who
ha\'e 'lttained \,ollr 1mty eminence Me i100VC being
..respecter 0/ pe1s{)n.~·'and we therefore stgn OUI

proper namec dn.lllcCUl'atiulls,

Ic'-peculIlly vnnr (cHow cif/;:ell\

W ill ia m I T l ll i n~h J. st . Barber

Lawrence Rich a rds, Blacksmi th

Willi am xtucbctl , Shoemaker

Set h Lu the r Housewrigh t

\ ...'Il fism Mille r. Cu rrier
David Brnwu, Watch & Cl uc k maker

Notc- \Vl' tlIPI1).:I1/ it tlrll1('(:('I,ary fur YOl1 t informa­

rion rn 5/<1/(' tll<1' IlO cjfj:.en of R /l1<1n'/ wll<ltt:'\'(' r nis
,wllJinl-: 01 wlw'n'Cl duties h.' lII,Iy palorm to 11;..;

cOUIIIT}' C<111 "Oli' f"r hh fUll'" un/{'" tu: own a nee­

hold esfdt. Iloffh SII J or the ddt ,t on of sur-h ircc.
holder I~ Hut IH' ate umfldant itolll W/ldl we Iled r

thut Ihere l~ 'I (II(' klnd/11l1>: ill punlic (lrlnmn. In
d,ff{'ullt l'<IIh 0; tlJe state /Iwt 1"1/1 roncumc 'lII the

h"r and ,w""ll' of tln,ronacy fllld rtHllo,::,'niruTC and
ka\"{' to the I.md 01 Rogn Will idl ll ' ,JIlt! ,'\"lIhllnid

G reene the pil le X"ld of d..lIlol:1a(T ,111<1 "'I'lln/iean­

i'lIl. sooo riti;:Clh of R. Island novv VOl,' O il th e
Al l/,s -'<1cJl!I ,'- C l!.~ mode 20.000 WOl/ld VOII',

G,'nrlellJ{'t1

Your COmlllUfl!ultmn of the 22.1 11<1, b{'{'n leceived,
OCcllplilion <111.1 IIJ,lz.,position ur,' my l'xcu.~cs fot not
Icplyillg '(I(JJl(·t

Tdtll1!lll! AI'lII29, 1811

111.0\\ FII.A"Cl ~ I\A ~ Ll E,

..~I H"I'lr. n...

TO fRA NC IS IIA Yl II , 11l

ffom H,,,ol) 01 T...ntoa .\h ...do.."'!!

£m~'l "9J

"Rebdlion in Rhode r~land The ~lOrv uf l h~ LJorr Wa r"
lun publ b hed M A theSIS, Col umbia Um\'ersi tv, 1<)471;
ChIlton Will iam son, American Suii r,/,,>:£' From Proper ty
to IkmoC!llcY, 17(,o,/Iif,Q IPnnceton, N I., t <lf<>), ch XIII ,
and Peter J, Cukm all, The Trall sfnrnl<lll ,m of Rhode
hltmd. 1790-/ 11(,0 Il'rov iJc nce, 1\1 6,1, l q-l<,l4 Nune uf
these sllIJ ies, how ever , adeq uately retn e the Dun
Rebelli on 10 the .1!:Ll ,1lI0n U I I~H.

10 Ba)'lies 1171:1" I!<\l) was a prominent scho lM J. nd di plo­
ma t. with close t lC~ to Ihe Dem ocr ati c l' att y.ll c haJ
~cr\' ed in ConJ:les~ ,11ll 1llJ: the 1fllOS Sec Rl.d ph l D[avoI).
" Francis Eaylics," /l1('fIO f1llJYof Am r ric,1Il HiO~ral'h y,

II. 7 \-71>·

II Th e next meCIlIll: sec'ms 10have heen held un May 10.
Fur th e r roceed lnl:S. sec appendi x to luther _
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Slf RJchtJrd .4rkw1J~ r. bal~l and inventer.

£Dv,,~,a, "" /. /~nLllS 0/ i'" "U0R.by I"'~rh w" g/u , ~ 4, "'~1Joo~l
r""U'1 Gallery 1»' WII '"m I~,d"n. london, 'BlJ

\Vht'llt'\'L'l In}' ({'I/o \\"L"ltl;::I'n~ herve d"nt' Illt'lhe

honour ro addrc~, t'tIl/U lfil"S 10 me ulIlIny .mhlCC!
re/lIun,:: I,) tlU'pllh/Jc into,'lt, l11t1\·c. tJccordmg /0

my infmlllalltlll on Ih(' ~lJhl"cr, Iln~\\"ercd the en­

'1Ulrit" 1I 11"I1<lld /1(' ,I poo r r<'turn ioryou r civil i ty
.~ llO lI /d t ncrnnt you r,l [() remain w i[ho/If noucc ant!
IVJ[!IlJl![ repl y,

YOll \\'ilh to <lSCt' rr"ill " whether Ih e bn l l'tl rt of rhc

ci ti;;:Cll I 0/ ,\ltlSS'lChusL' t IS rL'.l: rcl , 1J ~ cx rcnsron nt thc

righ t of ~u(jrage,and whcrhl.'tlhcy would w illmgly

lIJopllhc RhO;./e·hlllnd plan wer e il prt1c licllbfe

m to do."

I C,1Il only ,'dy that I Jill\"(' heard bU I few ,'lIIllplain of
Ill e e Xk ll\J o /l o f till ' ri;.:h t o f ,slll frage .and /1011('

" -" p rcss d prcicre nce ,, ; [/1 (' " t<l!n,Il'-IsI<1 t1 t! l'J.l1l."

11 is tr ue when the ,1II11'ni/lIlt'lIt of ou r Cunv u rc-

non wllKh chanS-t'd thc qutlllllC<lUOn of \'otas fWIII

propcrty 10 till' ptJvlllt'n t or <I tux W,II rc(c rrL'tllO rh t '

peop!t' in 1821. I' llI<ln}' n,/C.lllg<Jinsl it -~illce tbcn .
illJ,h sddolJl been made lil t' \U";I'CI uf cot! I'eh<l rio ll.

dnd irnm rhc l!.c /l("f(JI., ilc /lce 1 inicr a 1:c/lo<l1

nc '1II il' ,SCI' /lCI' .

11 For rhc cvoluuon n f Rhode Isla nd su tir d.(C, ~e W llliJm ·
son, Am<'rK.m SUflrd,l/,t', 1.p·1-46. MOl,,'!)'. Ill '11 ; Edwin
.\ l ucy, "Su ffrage Exten vtcn In Rhod e IsLmJ J"....n to

18-11 " Amt'lICl111 1~1I" R.. ~·,t'w. XLll llul..-A u.(u ~1 l yO,~ l ,

QI ' 'i17; PalTlck T C<mlcy, '·Rh..J e Isbnd C llnMilUlw n al
Dcn·/nrmt"nI . I fo ~ 6 '1 7H A SUlvey: ' Melt/e hl<ln.J HI,­
Im y. 17 IApriH u ne ryfoll!. 4'1,61, 74-'14, For the Idter story
sce Chilton Wi1!i;lmson . "Rhml,' hland SU{fl,lgC since thc

Ch,lrlt'< Al>f'fl!l. Lord T..n!elden,l'<l rl...rs 5l11J and "gre<l{
IlIw lord. Chi,,' lusuan' EnPdlld. IS,K to 11'32

Eo ~ r~"n g Iw"" H"lt, I i"',,,"OR.1>v I \\ """V.l, •• " . " o,u l p"",..,
c. ll<ry hJ' wt/I<"", InJdo, [""Jon, ,6H

A 1tl1t 111:;:11 WIll /1,,\,,' d"i:;:Il<',1 to 11I<' a IIIlIell "Iul tle r

enuncncc" man I ever wok III mr,cli even in lily
\ aim"t dream 0/ ,cll-impOf t'JllCL'.-}'c t III one

l(··~pl·Ct )'t)U nulgrd rl)!.hrly.-1dill 1111" r",pCCle r Of
PCf'OIls " 1<Icknmdnlgc /10 o t!Ja ursstocrucv ttmn
dlllt w1lll 'h III/ ,I:'10.1 c ; l i;;:('/I<; , lIou ld he willing !U

IIckIIOl'l'ktl)!.l' -tIIC I1rislocr'lcy whiell rl,lIuH'llc!.Se!f

,,'elns IIIha ve n fll!JJ i}hed 111111 IIl)!..\ ! me-n. -The m ­

(Jun lCL' wll ;dJ i- cxerci,cd IIn' r \ot:il'f}' by men uf

xc nil/,'. mor111 I" " th ,ind p<'hflllul t1ccomplr,hmcnf­

- by nu-n who PO'SL'~.s a Ltll'dClIy fo r U.~dllIIlCS5 dnd
hu\'" rendered .S{· n·IL"L'~ 10 tht'" coulJl ry,-and by
nn-n 0; I\'t'alrh wIJo u.le i t fnr Ihe pllblic ocncii t-«

fllr promoting 1111" h dJlPi /l1.'.H dlld advancing th e

kll'IW1t'd)!.c of tlrt'ir (e1J(JI\' 1lI1"1l-I'" ju,s[ and salulary

ill ii uc nce. TIlt" te i, cc:rtl! IIIIY 11" OtT" <ion for se Ii­

dh,l\C/1lL'n r amort;.:' t such <1\ p Uh u e 1II1'ch<JflicaJ 1'111 ­

plUYllIt'llb. if run k be gmdu<l tcd tlecu rdillg to ,he

suutdatd whic II I hdl'C assumed, and "/Jdr!>t' rs, bl,l(;k­
Mllirh~.slloen1dk(·". hou~t' \\' r ight.~ . currkn an d

c1ot:kl1l1Jk t'r .s." rhi' pro 'cHion~ which you dcsi~nare,

lire nor " Jw l1Jblt' 11I<' /I" if their l'lrtllc,s /Jrill!,l. dlcm
wuhrn tllh circle 01 /,:,(Cd/erICI'.

Don War ." Ne ..... £ngldnJ (Ju"rurly. XXVlll lMJrch 19, \1,
~ 4''iO

I \ For the ,\bs~,]chu~tl s Const it u t io n ::. l ConH~nt ion o f
I ~1 I . ....hl ch ch,)n)!;ed d IrechnlJ 'l u,1hfiedIlOn lIllll 3 UJI; '
J',1yin~ "n... . ~e... Merrill D . reterson . eJ, . Demon ,lel ',
Libelr .\, . dll .J PWl'l'rl v : Th e .~r"r (' C0 I1 Hiru rlll' l<11COI)VCfl '
rj"l1~ 01 thc 1820,' ilnJiall,1roItS. 1\11\1\1 , PJrf I, eSp, p. II.

•



.~l(lj01 Crntral Narll<lllllrf Creenc, Rhode II/and's hero
"h1<lcksnJlrh."

Ii tilt' mv...1J111l11' of 11/1 f.nKIi,1J barber neve mutu.
plll'd heyond rm-ssurc rhe \H'Il/rh of his own country
-Ilrndior,lt...d rhe cllfldJlwn lind incrctl,~cd the com"

fIJII~ of m.m. even in yOU( own 5r<lu-cmployed irs
dri:<'n, ,md doubled ir~ CllpJltll-none need tuke
~halJle to th"m,dn', for pur,uifl1': rllar profession.
Thc .~pinnjn:.: jenny of Arkwri:.:h t is <l inset cmblem
01 Rriti,/i pOlwr thnn rile\\\'ord 01 \\'dlingwn-for
had ir flO! "n'/1 1m /l1e \\'c,/1I1! which Ih,a machine
and if., iIllPfl1\'1.'Il1l'IJt.s have pOllred into Englan d . tile
u,Jlioll' 0/ Europe would nl'\"(,( Iwve rriumplJed
at \Vdrer/oD,

The dde'l ,sou (,( 11 h,ul>cr who /JCUlllW "me great

Itlw lord" of FIllt-J,IIl,], I1Id~' wit I! propriety aS~U1l1e II

(link "<ll1l11 lit It"l\! ro lIlllt of the c/dnt SOIl of II

nlw,fe·I\!IIIll! frec/Ill!del \\"1)1) vo/('s on rll" .IUt.'llgt11

of $114 in J,l1ld held by hi, /llllJer.

J( I'm/nund geniu, fur milirary dillin-if »auvc

I(H'dl1J"" 1I11lllf,randcu r of cllllr,Kl<'r-i( high leach"
mg chi\'<!lry-tll" Jollle,,/ honour, the I1lO.~t enduring
lorf1{ud.. ,md !he Ill".\! dcvOl(·t1 rlltrioti.~1Il can cnob/e
Illdn-r11t'n Ihe hero '"l>ldckHlli/h" of R/lOdc Island

/{0)l,Cf .\1Jnrml1l r",,. j rom the" <l1l)('m"kl'r's" bench ro be·
COllle II ,i):lIt'r 0' rll,. P",;/,H,/tI'm of independence ilnd rh,'
Con'lIllltmll "' 11 fC/'fl"nll,ltll"" It"111 COllllecrJCllL

/''''''4'' 'og"",J "" \ "r ,11 0 i'''m 4 r~"",n~ ,.". E~,I, m B"'~"rh.
lot th~ s,~"~" '0 ,h~ ("'d."",," ,,; I"J~r-<"J,·n« hI' I ,Ill' 5.10,1,'''00
rh,I~J"rht4 ,hI

1ll/l(llf w'"'l IIm'l' dllimnI u r,mk equal or ~up"rior to

that III his noh/e t"Olllpt'tlWI

If Ihl' ,lccp."t ."'.l(dCily-1I1C <WI,lic"lion or tht' SOlllltl­

est <llId dC,Ul"llllldkcl to rhc science 01 Ill\\' and
,l:m'OI11l1t"nf C"/1 constitute a politin/ll'hilosoplll'r­
If the pcr,on II"h" it,d/lIe r"rt· }:ood fOlfUnc 10 have
",1I;11e'/ />0111 t1lededllr,lI/oll n, ilhk['cndcnee ,mJ
the ctJll'rJlUti"'l of tile Ullited-.\I,I!<'S Illl.' therdlY
'Klluired .mv lit/clf) di.\rirll:lioll-lhenll!f! dcscen­
dent 01 all hltl or 1~IV"" who from the ""hOClllllkcr',"
hCllCIJ d'Cl'lldcd to the JJi}:IJn/ dl'l'ilti,l/ls of wciety.
ro,c abovc til,. kl'cl of bis 'lIlcc,q ry !whlt' as
rhey were,

\<\Ih<'ll 'HIT iIIKn!"r, W('fC cllga>:..d ill tlwt dl rc con.

flin wirl] Ihl' ,\In''llf,'' race 0/1 the i,SIll!'of which their
1:.'<i,r1:llce d"l'l'Iltkd-(l\ 1\'l'/1 ,j\ the ij Ol'\lioll wllct}11:r
Ihe fait rC.l(iol1.' which noll' um'lilU/(' J\"e\V·EngI.md.

"1J,,uld h,'col1u' the \/',11" of teaming. Icw. rdilf,iull

1l1ldnvill::llrlon or h,' v/c1<kdI'ack to d",ola!ioll and
harbariql1-/1Jt· ,wor,J wllKIJ f('.\<"lH'd them wux
widde.ll,)' II "/IOU"·IHi,l:IIl."

I clIuld ,Hl'dJ t111~ ~alll1(),l:Ul' wilh tIJ,. names of IlllHly
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C,,/ md &IItJmm CIJllnh \\<1< rile hou<I'I\f,,,lu' who
wit'l,kd 111<' Ie cum>: I.Of'[ <I,I:<lIII't r!le Indians In Km"
I'h'/II", \\,,,,

orhrr IlIlh/HOIl' men \\"110 lIiln" I/l,rludn/lln.l dc·

lIgIJ tc,llh.' \\"orld I'm Ilinc /fl,t,mcl" arc clloll,l:h
to shew Ilillt
..Honour dnd ,lltllllt' rrom no ccm.tuicm nee." \\'ithill
lIlc 1,I,rllal f ccnturv. thc </p/,/,cdtirm o f mechanical

.lcicnn 'l o th c <lUI by pr<lcrlc<l1 mccJ I'l1l iCl, 11'1,' done
mOfe to ,Icccllcr<lfe til<' pro,l:n',,~ of mlln In Kf1u\\"lcdge,

and to illcn",h." Ill' 111d"I'<:ndcllt"" \\"e,Jllh dlhl com.
tons. th,lII ,,11 Ih.,IclholJr.' 01 <III Ih .. Ihnlfctle philo,o­
p},C'H (,( th .. '<llIlt' pefiod:- the 1af,oUH of the firsl

han" cml\IJ/id,lIul all,l ,trCIl,l:fJI<,lll:d !he ,oclal in.'!I­

tmirJII'-lhe the,,,,,", of tlw "h! would hd~'c mad,'
tllcllI (I \'<11! ru in ,

(J ll /e\\ p u bl ie ' i'll li HlCl/l s l lll ll1d indical e ill lh e

cJe{/fn! <lnd 1J10'1 lIl1l"luil'OC'IIIIl' lIl1lcr !h ,1/ cll</nxc.,

ill Ih,' pltJ\ i.,ioll' of t: .'(I'liIlK cOl,,!itutlf!lh 01 ,\:on'rll'

1Il,'m "f<' lU'('·C"<ln' (<lfIll lhe pt'op1l' mu'l d,'!<'rmine
II'h,'lher tlle~' tire) 1 ,lloU/d {lrpo,e rhelll on r/le
,\:roun.l th, l!
"11 h ,omclilllC\ /1.'ua to enduI(' tlJe ill. In' /lave
Th<!/1 f/r t il (lIlle r, rl1<lr we kn ow lIor of."

I }wvc II/t ell II 'P lll/O Cr! \1/JCIl (u,I(Ulllcnh (ol l11r!c d 011

fnxravlnX ''''In Th< 8,~,k lit ,h~ 1"~ ..",
~,h ~,/ '~~l

[." ~amu,r G. /lmk,·.

til{" m,tlOll or th,' ,,,,wml <Iud"I',lr</ct rr~1Jh 0; Il!<m

han' 1><l'1l tI/lI'/I«I 10 111(' ")(./dl r.,l:ulaIJ"Il' whtr-h
t'O/l1mu /lit in h, II '(' ,111of' ft';/ - i I r.' <J11 1111dell i<l/Jk
trlll lr tlwt Ill e ,Il" I,d tunn I' ,[cpFlI'('d 111 "Ollle' 11l, ' , h l l l , '

of Ill' n ,lf il'C IIIdql('Il '/ cna. <!l Id C, lllIl,,1hI' "'I Iaw
III I1Wl,.,1;." hllt /Ill/I! /JI' rcq rainedby rill' ru le.,
wh ich K'I\'UIl Ih t' ClJ1IHllllllirr oi which h. ,,<I mcm­

/In-i; it were not '0, II c would /I,' 1/ .'I/""X" Thc im·

m,lt ion of .,oc.:i<.ll connn u11 i I ic~ ,l:0\ ..,Il,''/ /J~' lill\"<.

nt"Xdli\ e, l/le prillclple oi 1I1',o/ute t"fIlH,' Illdcr"n­
dt' II<"I' ,\ft'll w h t' n tilt'}' come ill 10 S(J<'J<"I}' surrender

a p l>rtio ll 0; n,HU ',11 li!>crr y to "C('[1r,' /I1 07(' dian <I ll
ir"k llJllity , All1011.\:.;[ tilL' ilCkrll l t d .l(<'1 ,I<,n l r.'.! by rhi "

surrender j.; rill: pwtec.:tiOll0' individual /,mpe rrv,

tll{' l' r1vil"Ke o( "si lf illg under Iheir ow n "inl', "'lei
i,J,.·/(<,c, h Ilh lIlJrlt' to moleH Clr lIluke mem "irat,f"

- /lUI those "I'ill," <llld fig·lrt'n" f)/}/~' b."come
"their uwn" 111 nm,e</Ut'lln' of ,,,rial r,'xu /,lI ion ,

Fcdl/1,\:' and ,'Yll1l'tlthk, ari'lIl,\: hom p<lrll,'lIla r

{/',<llrill t irJlJ.', dJ1C1C ll t lISll.I(" ,' and Ili "tr or ir ,J/ ,<,("( ,Ik e
U()n'-l'ccll lidr local ci' ('IHlht,lIln'"-IIJ,, fllnde,1 nr
/i i"-Iht' pUhuih of till' F('t ,pl(' whctlla <Ixricullu f<ll,

t'OIl1l1lt'!<'i"I, lIIdllld<1t'tu rill,\:,/lIa<lfl' or m,',1l,mie,z/
"nd Ihe t'xtelJl ,11I.1 r rcdnmin.mce oi "/Kh- rdl.l::lOn

-Ih. dc,l:fC" ot kllO\\ l<.'tl~(" and lIlor<1lt,'ll11t·IlI.'llt.

mU.lt 01/ he consuued ill th" 'of1ll,llion of po/l/ieal
CtJlJ'tllllllon,. and t1lerefofe it i, r/l,1l1l0 ill,tllllJlt'll/
o f ,1("\'''' I1I11Cl1 t <"<Ill I,.. , (j fa \ llliJllcd fll(J! it run he
ilpplled with (" 111'11ddv 'lIl lax,' loalJ ((!!1eln io l! ' o f

/1ICI1 IInel to "lI n, Hiun.lc- <'vcllmm(' of me ,\t,If(', of

th i, Union "'fluid h,'co",,' r<"'lil't'lIndt' r Clm,IIIUlltm,
clln,l:I'llwl ro otheh

111 'Ollie' Cl!lIlllTlt', a dnrOflllllm,,\" 1>.' lht"Ollly

1I1Ian,Hi\'C <lK<lill ,t anarchy' If \\'ould bl" '" I1l1po"ibl£­
10 "rl\1<1111 II ; fC<' x,,\'anlllenrl1l RlI,,'ld, ,IS llll'()uld he

j ll rile Un ited SId '''' to I UIldl 1l d ,~O\'erlJl l1 c'l ll llf Kinx,
L"rd, <-.' CO/ll Ill< JI1",

T hl' IfedlOld'IU<lli iic, 1tion in IOllJ<h'-hldlhlllll,1:/1l
hal I" ht,t'll expnllnu Ullct'-II1,' l'0pul,lflr'ItJ I'e-in,";:

t'lIlud,' uxrKuJrur,,1 \\ h t'll Ih t' chtlrta w,,, ltrallud.

If \\"</, nor UIlWI'l'. pahal", I" pUll Ilk 111<11 Ihe 'luall­
ticdl1CJ/l ,hould UIIJ'I"f n; lhdr 'pt'ne, of ptcJl'erry

whidl cOll.;rirll!i'd Iht' <'lJtifel'roI'Cr f ~' of rll ,' Colon}'
-hlll Circtll1ll lrlllct'" Il</I '{' ch(IIl,l:..d-.~ Ilc:i <:t }' 11 11 -'

11\ ' IlI1lCri <I lll'IV a, pcC/-other i rUaClts hd ~' " 'prull .l:

__________L
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illto Ilk <lnd <IetIVI II' wlliell \\'ol1ld crr-tn to ren der it

t' xpcd ie fl I Ihar Of her classes "C\ide ,~ a>:r ic ilirurali sl .~

';}lOu ld h'1\'c,' J/IIC voice in th ., electiolJ of th eir m ien

<lnd ~,lllle III fIUllla ill Icgl' 1/1 ti, 1Il ,\ lilt"II pm/'I.' I rv
,'XHt~ in I" I ,o n<l l .-ike" whn-h flirt'll om,litule the

en n 1/' ."11'1IIII ,,; 1l1lllU' me rc11/111 1'. tI adl"l' men u iac­

mr cts mall'lIlll' "'''';'lrlnx and pl"ks'lOIWlll1l'1l

Once Oil,' hundl' d atul th Uf)' [ou t dol/drs would

h,I\'e pl1rdl<l~,'da (<Ifill ,HId t/ prrm.mcnr I/'~"kllee;­

now. fh,n 'fill! in\C\f, d 10 I/'a! estate is nor enough
fObind fht' fh'c/lIllde r In flu \f(llt. Olin create <In)'

s lrnn~ infel"" in ir, pro'l'llill' -I" ~ secure th e
IJ{f,lcllm, nr and 'UPI" n of rhe pl'op/e nlhel <lnd

IlI~h('1 i('dln~' mu,r /" tclic d on Illd ll Ihose wllJch

ansc trom a /ld/m~ pwp, r1V 111 rhe soil

Till' 1'10\ I'lon m \"Illf dWlrlf 1J1<lkill1( a n ecbotd
,/ualiflcdlinn lna/'p,'n Ihle to Ih, exercise uf rhe
flghr IIf ,{/f;f,I~"_up, 1<I1,'s \\ uh much l1lt'qll,JliIY 111

Ihe Clry III I' rm Ill.llt'1' 'lnd III IIIl'nllnpdcr an d popu­
lou, to\\ 'Is -HI ,u, II pl,ln' rhc sll1<l/lesr hou,e <lnd

,h,'p./,'I, dr, \l nnh m"ll IIII/n :' r l.J -Ih~'le;ol(, men
of Sln,11I mc,1Il IlIll,r l irh, I <1' Ol/,lll in thc rU lch<lSl'

oi r" d l nrdl, 01 /!.1I ,1/, r \ dille pr Ihrow ,III,n' rhc 'U1f1

lIt'C/''',/1\' to ,'omtlfllt, IIII' ,/lwld/C<lliOIl III ~ lrirs oi

/.l1/d r,lf lrolll lhe ir domicik or ''''dndon the 1110,1

ifll',I/u<l/>k I'rn'I1q;c !If ,HI Amn/l',1Il ci lr.::ell, 14

"The 1i.l:hr of, ledin,l: atul oi I'cill~' kC led," i" III Ill}'

(ll'lIli"l1. the Ill",r i1l1I"'r/'IIl/ ot Ollr ci\ i1 l i~llt., <lnd

'TI.' II'flIl " r, Ill.'! i til'd lor d II cru pt /11,1: l,y ccm ,'itu I ifmd I
d ll.lI'W{,Cf IIll'<I/lI In nll tdin ~ Il l/I li~ht - n· it/lOllI il

he 1J11' uur. 111 hi' o\nl llllllltr~' ,lIlr 1',1\'111.':;: (, ,super io l

In tlJe I'rJ\'/1I'~n ,JI d l, ' " TdIlX, T <1 n dSmll ll fll r r. - he

i ... I,wlcrtcd ill 1,,'I,ml 'Ind I'rPl'l'ftl'- alld 'in i ... tIle

'o rl'iXlln- rId,\' " , llo tl r,'"id rll ee <Jlld $ I l.I in hmd
will illJl'<lf1 In rile f"lt'i ,~rl [,1 tlJi\ high plivilcge denied

10 U/l11 I',' !>t'rn A lil t ' tI"'lll" .- T he I'f",c,d,m of $ I .1.1

1Il//llld iml'illI' '7o .\lII1<",io, illl ..1I1Io:C/lCt' IIr moral
WVtlll, and 1knoll' /In /!.ood ICfI\O/l wli)' til<' wan r of
dldl I'drriclIJ,u ' llJrllillCdl lOll ,Ill mid de/lrlvl' <1/j(Jlivc­
hom Hllnd ,,·/,lallrl,., of r/ldl w/dell 11I01,' null' be

coiled Il hirriHig/ll iJl l\ld"ac!llI"'t!' .

\Villl re'I'(' ,,1 [1/.1 uIlI\'n'a/ 'Ilflra~(' / n m rl11i .,sinxl

~II}' Ih'lt rill' n il I " Il I I0' 1IIll' 01'iIliOIl /loUI ill IhI'

U n ilt'd '1 1<l 1 ,'~ ,m d EfI~ /' l1l d [ l!I n l nitl~ in Ihat direc ­

tio /!. rI ll ' t,'ln l'l'1 o f IIJ"II1 IlI' ~ j .~ f'I\ 'ouI<lhk 10 rhe

q BA\'I, c s hCfe I ' m l'ukenh ' .1SSUmln" th,U "Wnt'r~ oi leAl
C~I ~l C In ellles wn c J lStrJ ill h osl'J Set- th e source~ in
note I !

/,,111I () IIIll'T tI,lalll' Ald"ac!IlI'c lr.- 1CI" C' CIH<I!n't' In COIl­
,~1<" ,tl'I'IVIIl\:: i romtns 111>111[' In t.]llHlCr,ll,l:m l, inHell
'\"111 f..11 '11 CII/'<'/I,

fn ',,',n~ I>v I IV r ' "," n~ to< II B n,,'~nJ ~mm ,. ~ ,

Tho :-;..",n.1 r"",." l,.I.,,~ ,I [l""h~U"h<JAm"",n . '\ ~.

/H>lllm In f UfOl',' !I/I' '>.'(I'<"1i1lJ1'1It mav he d,m gelOu,
-in AIllt"f/(<l lt llmnol be. IlIlII/ lhe dl<l I<l,' Ie1 oi th e
1"'''1'1,''' r"ra/h' dl<lI1~,'d-\Vl' lJ,,\'1' hUI i.'I\' of fh llt

d,h., \\'Inch IIJ Europe ctllr- li!U lt' " rlle 1<1 />"/e: ' and

l/leu l' llltlxll.l<'!.tICI' of illd" pl" lItln l l ,m.! man ly
fl'I.'1l/l~lllilollg,r oUI /,,,ornf ci li'::l'1I\ whic11 wil1/on~

1"('\(' T\ r 1/,,'1/1 i rO Ill I"<' mitucncc \ of bri/>l'1y , COI­

rUl'r io ll ,111.1 inlHl1id,,,ioll

I "Ill !:l'llIkill/' IJ

II II Ii IIl lllII fe'I'1'l!
Your " /,, ,,11(" 11 1 ' I"tI·,1II1

rLlIH:i~ Ib\'lil"~

FR".\1 IOHN ()lll~CY AllAM'

Ak,,'.'. 'IVil/,l1ml . Tilllll)!.1J<I't, L,III"IC11Cl' !<ie/Wit!.>.

Wrlli'll11 AlI/did/. ,\<'11, Illtlt<"1. WJ/lJ(llll Millcr, Imd

/J<lI'i,IIlFllll'11 l'r'l\'i,lclln' j;: I ,

U1l111er TO Al'l}' " ~ll

G l'11I /c'IlI " II

/ I' ll\'( ' 1('C('(\ ','d \,OU I Lt'ller ", rill' .!.!<lo f hJ ~ I.\ f () I1 t1 1

cll,/lIillllg IIlr oJ'iniol/ w it'l It'X,ltd to Ihe ddoplioll , in
Ihi' ~1 ,H i' of IOw ;]t'I, },md ,'t th e Ilwd" 0; practicc. in

Alt/""dw'dh, tlf rlie /,o ht ic.r/ li:;:11f of Sll ffra~f-
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8 1 WORKIr-;C,\\!N'~ RII<JRM

The AdlllinJ~ft<lli(Jnof the Covernmcm, a/l(l lhe
modifkar ion of the Con,lillll ion in each Stare of th is
Union, ate c:r.:du ,iwly dt the di,~po<;al of the Peop le
of Ihe Stille l/~c1f-A\ the tcnm UPO/J which yOU T

enquiries t/lrn~, is one. upon which I conclude {rom
yOU T Lcm-r t tuu there 1.\ d XTt'al dil"C"/I}' of apinions
allwnx the feo/,Ie fI{ vour ,\t.w:, illlli.l:ht be call­
,idered ol>trlJ.~1\c In Xivln.l: tii-; opinion, for a $tranxcr
!O PTOtlfJI/tlceon OIlC «ide of the qUl'Mion. OTthe
othu_Th" 1I.l:hl o( ,uflr".l:l' il in e\ cry .~tatC' of the
Union ~uIJI('(·t to) ,.Jmf' Ilmlttllum, Imt \c<!Tcely an y
two Stales haw' Ihe ~mne.

\\'uh the \y.\/i'/Il of 'lIfftll.l:c ntabfi.lhed in Massa­
chu~('rt\, so far as conccm-, the ri.l:1ltof voting I do
nor know thaI there is: any dl"alj~factionamong the
People-If there were. It l~ prohabh' measures would

be ftlkell for amending III that respect the Consrrm.

non. I sec no (lCedll'J/l for dis~lltisfactionwith it my­
Ie/f, and fed none-Whether it \\'ould be c:r.:pcdicnl

for the People of RohlN/c hl..md to fl,lopt it. I am not
compt'tenl to j(iv., an opinion tkw-'rving to be can­
-idetcd of ally authnritv- Hfere If fllhawi.Ie, J would
cheaflJlly ,l:I\'e umCOIIlf'1JanC(· with your dc~irc:
bein~ with grcm respect and consideration, your
fellah' Ci tizen

I Q, Ad a m s"

TO ." ART I:-; VA 'v IIUR lN

R".Ipecll'd SiT,

A tfll1lecting hdd in t!lil ci lyon tile 19t!l ultimo of

pcrIOm favOT<l/lh' tf) IlJe 'ldof'tion m th i-I xrerc of th e

Ma,.~Jchuscus mnde 01Sufk lgC. the .IUbscri bers were
ilppo in led II l ' TlIdcn t i<l l com mi ttee with lin llndo

.,til l/ding thar th eY I/m uld re/lort the ir procccdings <It
, ub"eqU(' n t mcetillgl·.

For m any years the propo\ed {'1<l 11 ha ~ been milch
OIl th l' minds of ,\Ome f>( th e commi ttec /llH when evcr
p ropowd -'fJml' o!>icc tioll o r lltlJer h<l,~ al\\' ay.1been
iIJfeTpo,~cdhy the t imid o r Ihe imerc.l ted

FOT fau TlJT (ive yC<lt1 pll.,t the dection o f lacksun to
the PTcIidency h,,, bccllllr}:edhy a majority of

!rcehold<'f I ill thi5 Mdtc <II till ill Iutm o um able

obicctillll agai1l.lt Gene ral Suffral-:l.' (rolll the well
know1I f<let thm he WtH emphalically I I/(, choict'

15 f or AJ ams' lale r resr nIJ o;c ttllhe RhoJe b lanJ fdorm
movement, '\("e Ch<OHlc~ f f.1 nciI AJ ams C'J .•\femnu.< of
fohn QUincy AJJm< II'hiIaJdrhl.1, 11'l 74 "l l'ln l XI. 1>1 ;
XII 10.

III till' 1"c"fUI(', ,\Iilllll] V,IIl ill/nil "'em I ro lel'.'.l1 the
rl'<""l' tll'l' thoughtful ,lftHu"C"( III' lerr/,\' In the 'IX
Rhode 11/<ln"c,-"

/'"" J," '"' oJl f II,'", ,,'j, III""" rJ'''," '" Tho
l'..:"",,,~1 r"".. " ",110"·' Ill, linK'" h~J ."mm',m, r' 6

or the J ...mocr.rcv o r co mmon p~uplc arId from their
ro.'d1 or 1'rctelldc,1tcar-: thai lie \\'ould usc his military
P1OI\"(',\ to .\l/lJll/g,I/(' II/(' libcrti.:1 of the people and
bui ld <I dc,pori'TIl {Ill/heir minI,

,""otll'ith,ttlllllilfg 111f' cor111111 /tef' i, composed of

indil"idutlls nf a// P'/fIit'1 now ('.'(h ling i n tlle Slll te
yet th ,'}' <1llllgra tllat \I"}WIt'I'('r dj((('Tence~ of

opinion mtly ,If I' r('\('l1ll'1<'\'"i! on m inor poli tical
<fun liolll, ,v('l lhtlt thi' Tcal o r ph'tend.'d fears al luded

10 hnve been ('(l/ll l'k td,v IlIJllihillJ k d an d tiutt rhose
who fUl mer ly llT).:l'd them to dcf"<1t 0l1T clIk rfJ t ize
/IIUII </cklJowlcd).:c onl' o f t ll'(I th illKI . culver that the
de ITWCT<K'Y /I f Ihc COll lI rfy dcu' dcl! s,ddy in c!loosing
OlJr p r ('\ (' 1lt Chil' f l''>'1 Il,,,:i,str,ll e , nr hi/ I'ing de cided

l lll-IIddy- rhe ,' tTC tl,~lh and 1' llTit }, o f OIIT glorious
re!' ll hl ic(fn COll\tl tIIt i sm is lufficieIH 10 Tegul'lte any
tC!1JI'IJTi/rl' arm 1\'11 icll Ihe ",v,ll'/I1 o ( G eneral
.sUHr;lgC may occMion,

SOOIl ntter our 1I1' I'uin tnl"1lI nur former opPO,IeH nut
hal'illj( tlle effTullfer}' to lIT).:t' th,'ir ('xpladed obice tion
IlIIHllleNI, CTt"1fi' 11('\\' fllll". The fillt Wd~ th"l "t he
,\ lth...<ldlU-,(' t/, mod... of Suflr,,).:c would m in Rhode
III<1 nd" <lnd thm'"th(' I'nt part of 111(' Oti::'/'IH of that



Std t.. r,';.: rt't their t'xten,iol! of ,~llff",xea nd would

willHlRlv tldop t Ih t' Rlwdt' Idilnd mod.. we re i t

r rtlct icahk for them to do so."

H'" lrllmediiltdy a.ldr,·~\c,l kif"" to Him . Frcncts
&I\'I/l'~ Him. f. (J. A dam.\ tlnd Hon f),mid \ , 'ch ­

'Ia"l to <I.\<""rf<lin irom such hiRh IlUthorii}' jf Ih O;;.('

thlllRS were so.

Th. d/l.\\\'c rs 0; .\lehH. Bar/ln "lid Adam s have been

pllhlJ,lted pre try xcn<'Ttlll~' ill thc ncwspaper.~. From
;\l r \,'!'1hter we hove rccei vcd IlOanswer.

Ild~'Wg so complclt' lr provcd lhb fin ! new coinage
01 ou r 0ppollcm.~ to be a co u n te rfei t we were in hopes
tha t th e l im e I1dd<II lasl drtivcd wilen our (a\"oritc

prcncct wou ld be <1 do !,lCd wit hom t ur rllt' r oppo sition;

/Jut uur 11011t'S wert' VUlIl {Dr Iheir mint Illl, issunl

Ilr1l lther(l!>iccfiol1 ill tll i.~ .,ha/,e;-

" Jf GenerJI Suffrage is allowed III tlli.~ State il will
he Ihe .~'lIJll' d' it h ill N ew York wllt'r" vc.~scI loath
0 1foreiR llos land an d go illl l1H'dijJtdy to th e polls

dnd von- aWI1Y the righ h and monies 0 1A m er ica n

born cruzens."
,,'ow;; il would nOI inirmgc 0/1 you r \'<ll lldble ti m e

IlOf the ,lixnitr of you r hiXh miice Iporh 01 which
n'er}' Amcncun ctnccn hd~ an equal in/,'re\! wI the

,uh,alp,'" lHJUI,1 amsider l! d~ a great favor to tc­
cewe tnnn you an,,\\"ers to the io/lon illg <1l1e~lions:

1~I- \\'hat arc the la\\"~ III ,",'W York cOllc.:rnill g the

Ri,i:ht oi Suti raRc:

21/-/)0 you consider thu e i.~ an}' eVIl ari\illg ei lher
un.lcr the prc-cnt law or pr Jct iCl' in !,,:ew Yurk so

,:: rcdt (II 'hal une would PI',01 'ilujjjdn,:: the IlU e

/ lcl1Joerd tic principle of GC1!..:rJI Sui ildRe to allY no­
t io /! 01 exped ien cy <lr i.'lllg i1Olll" (,'m I/J,II soml' <I re

lInw dIJow.:d 10 VOl " ",110 at,' ill C</l' d/>/e Ilf cxcc rci.~ i ng

Ihal hiXh pflvilCRC!

Alld hIldy-Have yOIl mlYdmlln, of til l" p.:rfcct
.Id le ty o f lrustill.!: to till.' virtue .JIld intt:lliR..:ncc of Illc
J~r(RJtcd \'o[ en of New Yor k under yo ur pr e.,ent
dt'l"flOn IdW.~. to ll1all<l.!:l' Ihe puhlil- c()nce1lJ~ ;

A ~ the,e (Iue.~lion.., rd lltc wldy to th.: affai rs oi the
, td te uf Nt' \\' York we ,'an ,ee 110 imr ropr it' ry in d
dj\ IIII1I.Ul,hed nllfivl' born ci ti:t'n ,m, wcrlll':: them _

1'111 il our humble orini{ln~ (o n Ih i' IdH point' <lre

fJ\"C rtuled by those who a Hainly h<l\'<' a bl' IU I op -

1/\ Th e lellt'! 10 Weh'lcr , J ,HN Aru1 ll. " in the Wel>,tt'!
Parers, The S ew Harnpshm: lli 'luucal Sot ,... I \, li s Ie\! is
l>llbsunllalh' the S;lmt' as th e letter rn Fran CISBaylks,
wriltt'n the ~Jme day. For Ihls inform .Uion we an: 111 -
..khteJ 10 Mr , E. C. Beer, The Papers of Daniel \\, ..1>sl..r,
Baker lihrary. Dartmouth Cull.."...

f"l rtllllin- <111 ..1il /lellN right !O illd,::t', the nnly r art

wt- con dC t i~ to ,ubmit wi tllout a murmur.

\ er~' r,--"peccfully your (dlrl\\' cnszcns

W illiam I. T illingh uvt. BJr bt:r
La'-,ren ee Richd rd" Black-mu h
W ill iam _\\itc hell , Shoem ake r

Set h luther , Hou sew ri,::ht

WilliJrn M ill er , C u nicr

Da vid Bro ....n , Walch &. Cluc k m aker

fIlO'" '1 .", IlT1~ \'A~ BURES

Gentlemen

f h<lV(' Iht, hOllor lo Ilckll llWlt'dRt' tlu' " 'cdl't 01 yn nr
letta re,/un!illg in (ornwUon concerning rlw /ll l'J/lnu

in \'-'hir/ ll!l e flgl1t of Suftrax(' is fI:;.:uldted in IIle

.\ t'J! l' 01 New YlIlk.lllXl'flwr with Illy opinion uron
til l' m ilir y atui pr<lctkdl operd rinn nf Ih e Sy .\lClll

IlOW III rorCt' tll erc.

I can Iw\'1'no n/Jie,' l io ll wIIlJtn'('f to furn ish dll.' in­
fflrm,llion you de:;i re, bu t I fed 'lime dd icacr , under
the eilCunl\lallce., of the ..-<l'C, ill exp r,--",ing an
0l'llIion 011 the ,e\'cra/ rOl/lt~!flwhich vnu tcict ,
Thl' rJ~hl oi Sui/rd,::e not ollly cnnrmh the election

ni thl' \tdtt' IUIl..Uonari,'" hu t thdt 01 Ihe t'lecti"t'
Ililin'r, flI the Gl'll('ral GII\ rrnmcn r i-: by the Fed­
,r"l, m-nturron. ma-te ,1t'pl'nl!.-m (Jill! alld III thi'
l<"l'nl. Jl h undoubtedly In b,' con,iJercd not ullly
</, <I JlldU,'r of primary smpnnancc to thm e who art'

""mc,li'/I.-1r intoe'II',1 in it. "lit </," ~Il"iet"t 0 ;
illl,'rl"1 IO/lll r<lrts 01 the Union. The .'el th'men! of
<11/ ,/unUmb COllllccud \\'u lJ tlJ i_ frallchhe ill any
/'drt icul,u \r" t.. , has hown 'cr, t/,'lwlly Iwe n reg' lrd ('(l

'I' bel"llging cx clu:;i l'cl y to Ih.. pClll' l.. of th at Stdle,

.wd 1I 11dcr o rd illiJry n rCU11I, I,l1ll','" ,m y llJl<'1 !crell re

/Jr. 1 Cu i;:[,1lof 'Illother Stllte, would iu.,lly be COIl ­

, id", r,',! d,' illlpml'cr. TIIlI,~ I'it'will,l( til", Illdf/cr,l

fe r/<lill!Y ,11001<1 nut IlcIv<, \' t' llfllre,J <Ill opillioll llP01!
<Ill YI" lill t ""'<lr i n,1: (In Iht' Ilue, l ilm ! l f l lV [~deI di~cu , ·

,iOIl ill Rlw d.: 1,1alld , had i t IIIII ht't'/l for the rn jlle:;t

ron t<lined ill ~'Ilu r ''''Ier. whkll Ih t' r t'1 (/ ! i () ll ~ 1 hold In

til" lleo pk of t ill' U_ Sld te.'. make It m}' dUly
til rt" pec l .

By lh,' fin! Constitution of S Yor k , the pm,es~ion of
<l i rt"l'hold eq tlte of lhe nllue oi s ! ~O Ol'er dnd tJbove
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all tfebt~ charged thereon, wa. necessary to entitle a

person to vote for Governor. Lieur, Govcrnor "J

,·l<:natoh-,\ft'mb{'r.~of AHembly were chmen by pet ·
sons p<lyin~ taxes. and l'0Ht's,in~ freeholds of th e

clea t value of 550, or H'IlIHl.l: ti' lle /lIl' Il I., of Ihe all ­
midi valul' o f [ive do ttot« TIll' ohvioll,s inruvncc. and

ascertaine d 1I1ll tiJifY of rIl i,s rCXll la rion, IOKcr her wrr h
other Cd USl'~, h'd ill /112/ /0 m e ctlII of a Con ven tio n
for rile revnrcn of our St<lre comritu rion-ol th aI

convennon IIl<lJ rhe honor to be" mt'l1l/Ja, an d in
rhe di,t'll<ltge (If rh t' dUllt" impo.sed upon lilt' by th tlr

}llutlliOll llabouIt'd. <lnd in conjunction w ith a ma­
jority oj Ih t ' convennon. laboured .succes.,fully, to

abolIsh rile freehold 'IUtlhficarion. The principle
which I rlll:n advoca ted dnt! ""h ich WIH l'.~/(JbJjshed

by rill: emended com ti t llt ion, ex te nde d rhe t ight 01
vot in,\(: fur all c1ectiVl' o ffices of th e StdW C ov er»­

!lien s, m tiny Citizen willi should (on rrihu te to rhe
,upport of Government, eirher by lhe pdylllent of

ta xes in money. or by labor on rhe highwdr~, or by

se rvice. according to Id\\', in the milili" The re.sults
of experience e 1 the pm~re.Hof Iiber<ll opinifllH soon
led ro c iunhcr cxtcnsron. <lnd by an amen-lnwnt 10

rhe consnunton (in"lIy ".Jrlpted In 1820. the rig11 t of
!;uffttl1(,c \\'d.\ gh'en to every male Cnizcn of full a!1:e
who .shd ll hoveheen all in/ldbl ten t o f tl lC Sldfe for one

vcor. t") of tll e ClJUIHY t llr lix m onth s, "r ecedi ng the
election, This prnv isinn 110wcva docs nol e Xlend to

l'er~On5 of colou r, wlln by IlIe cOllstitution of / 81 J are

nor allO\\'t'd to vote. Iln/e'l tlley have been for th ree
yet/ts Cili:::t'ns of the State, <lnd for one ye, lI before lhe

.'h Vice Pu".Ienl 01 the Unlled St.lle~. V<ln BUlen U\t"J

hl\ ft<lnkin;;: pflvlle~e in ['{"'lll.( h,s le trer.

dedicm ,ei:::t'dt!! pO)\eHeJ 0(" fl('ehol.J 0; the clem
"'<lIuc of 52 10. o.J have been tated ",1 p<lld<I ta x
rhereoll

The Go\'t'tlllllenr o( N YOlk h".' for several yedts

heen atlminhti'fcd l/nl/(or tlw lilJCra/ ,systcm es iob­

IislJed hy rlu new Convnrunon. and rile ,\t ill mrvc

Iibt'ta/ amctulmc ti r of .x20, in a man ner w hich ' Ip'

ped r.' to h<l\'l' l'een -ansiactsnv to the' people It i.s
po.s'ible rhcH there mllY be some who r<'it'C1 lhe cx ­
ten.wlflof lhe ri!1:ht o( ,uiitdge, <lllll \\"110 would b{'

Jl;tdtdle,J by the r('\'u',,1 0; rhe old qu"IlflCdtion, hUll

do nol helin'e that such a ft'eling is entertained hy

considcr"hlt' POtIlOIlIJ( OU t C ili:ell\. I am H'ry sure
lhtl t any <lltt'mpl to rcsrnc r rhe exerri,\e of rile 1Ig,111 .

and mote e,peci"lIy to tnrol(' rh e freehold onaiiiica­
tum, would be put dOW/I llYlin ovcn \' lldmin g

llIa/ll rl ry,

In IKrill;.: IIpon111i.s ,sllh/Ct'I, Illy OW/l count' Jw.sneve

been in;llIt'nced by anv drprelJe1J~i()n rllM it would
he ,ldnK,'wIH to the riKhr.. of ,nrop"'I~'. to e xtend the
ri1(,hl of vorm,!:: to Ihose who were wrthrnrt ptopetl~'

Our eXl'UI, nrc h".~, I think fullv J"lI1t'/h!fdft'd. thaI
ill" cornmUlllly I,kl, rha t which composes a ,1::/('''1
llI<1iourr of IT/'ry Sralt' HI our contcdcracy, there i.,

no reavin ((If <11<1 1111 in Ill h respec t.

A t ' 111 earlier ['.:riud o f Illy pubtic Id e I was not CI I'

rirely hce from dPI' rellnLliull Df thc in ilncuce of

\\'ed/dl l1p(ll1.m eXlt:nd"tI d .sufi t<1Jl;/' [d~ I thllt w h ich

i.snow l'm"'."e.J Ul ."e\\' York. Upon th" ht'ml. how
C\'er. we tlre 'lOW <lh/.. 10 'peilk from full t!1 Idta
facts [t J [1If] expericrln'; ,mJ it hd5.1:ivetl Ill" rll..
hi.l:lJeH .l:r<ltific<ltion to l'e com'inad that my (ears
W/'f/' wfrhollt ,'dnllllJIC /uunddlion, NIlII/Croll.S 01' ­

potrUtl/flO to te , t the (irmrieH of OU t Cili:::ells, dnd

th eir "hili ty to resi.\1 t il(' )ct!lIc !Jon of wed/rll, h,n'e
Ilt'('/l (l/mi"lled wirh in tilt' /'h l twc1vc y,'d I.S; ,lilt!
'1Itlllll/,1.:1l ,SIlIllC 10t'<I/ oCt) rcm poltJIy a,!vdIHd,l::"" m ay
have ht 'nl D{'«hiOll<llly .l.:ai l1<'<1 th w uJl; h , ur h me'lII.s.

the Kcm' r,11 inCOlf llrt ihi/ll y of nu r CIf;:cm ha, bt'('n

triulllphlHltlyestu/>/"hcJ Nor hd\ t' I " n y doubt thut
.such wt/llml,l:: continui' to l>e the hi-toty oj OUt

pt'opk. Inr "llhou,l::11 <I Krellra disr,lFJlr in rlleir COil'
.lilion may natu rally he C' xpC'CteJ irom an mcrease 0;
popu/,lliml 0) olher C"U,I{'S. }'et on !h e o IlIer hand i t

..
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mey Ill' hll('"d t haI t!lt' 111c<105of educonnn, asv d of
moral im pwvcmcn! will ht' propor tion/lily increased.
lind th at undo then influence the \p ili! of in de­
pendence. t,J of inrdli~(·nt ril trinti~m. which now
prevails "lIlon~ all c1iJ,N'~ will he cherished and
exhibited hy cvcrymlcel'dinx gcncrufion.

\ "jlh mv ht,\! wishes for you r individu<lI prosperl !Y.

and for fhar of rhl' ~riJf('I" wnrch you belong.

1u'l1w;n. Cen/lemt'n.
Your o/.cdicn! Serve.

;\1. Van Buren

Providence luly 2 <; 1 S11

Respected \11-

The \ub~cnhcr,arc <.I prudenti'" commit/ceo ap­
pOinted at <I vcrv lalXl' Illcl"tinx of ci/i;;cns tavombtc
to the adoption In rh!., ,qalt' of the ;\IauachusetB
mode of SI/firm:c held in this cit)" nn the 19th of
ArnI Iav.

It hta been well dlccrf'lint'd tha t the pn'.lcnt exci te­
ment on thi~ ~U/JI...ct onsmared on the IH of A pril

I<lH <lmonR Ihe nntnia of mml' P<lrl.~ of ou r sune,
p<lnicillarlr in rhi, l·Uy. in con,nrueoce o f their being

compelled to.lo sniiiuuv dutv, WIrhou r bein;!:allowed

to vnre for any 01 Ih eir lIl/li tary or ch'iI o ffice r,

In J.~ II. <In "IfClllp l ll'lI~ 11I<1de by the democratic

parn' in Ihi~ .,I'/IC. 10 nhl<lin thl' rixhl of SuffwF,e
for tI// Cl lizelh rl'~idrnR in the 'ta te I yea r and wuo
contnbllted to thl' ~Il pp(ln o f .,/:on' m ille n! . ei slier by

t<l xe, or mill tmy dllt y. The Providence Patriot, th en
con ductt'.! hy 111111" 1,1 \V hed t'r , wa.~ tIle ch am pion of

the ClIlI\I'.-A .~cn,ae Wd~ clec ted in tlJe .~ p r i ll l pre­
vrons. with t h c '1\'o\\'cd o/Jkc t o f carryillg the abov e
princi ple IIlt( ) d fcd' I') such <I hill did pa, s tlJC SC/late,

WJlIJ ,m!y JW o tll l,entlll .o,: \ 'OICe ", bllt tin federal
party , sntt rl'taillll1;i: <I m'lioflty i ll IlJe hou,e . de-
fed led th e' 1I11'(j 'l l re I,y d \'lIIe of 19 to 2 1. ev ery
Ollt' of Ihe II) Il<' i ll~ fcdcraIJ't \ ,

III J ,~ 2 9 , a lIlemorial 111(/" rfl'scllt ed to th e GellnaI
Aut'ml>lY. ,ix /ll'" by aho!lt 2.000 ci tizens of <III
p<lrtie.~ . ineludi/l;i:1CXJ (rcl'ho ldns, Mating am ong

oth ('( th ing ~ , th dt OU I o f 20.000 free ado It m ale m­

h anit ant s. In I h i.~ ~MIl', 11,000 (tha ! n UOlher ow n ing

17 li.nil;ht ( 1?~' 11l1 41 h ad heen ~overnOl of RhoJe IsLtnd
h om Ilon 10 Ifl21. In 1823 he W.lSde(!cd 10 Ihe U. S
Senate, wh ele h e op posed the bankio ,R pol ic ie s of the
la eh on aJmllllslI.:lllnn .:Ind su drilled into Ih e Whig
ca mp. Sec h is Jpo!o!tet i, r.:lm r hle r. A.ddrt's.~ 10 th e People
oj Rhode bland IProviJence, Ill )! l. Cf. Biographical Di·
rector)' 01 the A merICan COllg/l'ss. , ....4.19 .:\1 {p. 1422),

(,'OWH!or NdlclIl!<lh Ria Km.dll W,I) electcd 10 rill.' U, S.
SCUllI,' to WII'C nnr lhl' wh'xl'lIt',l term oi [erne. Jlllrn ll.
/r.. wh(J tIlCd In ofilCi', lkceml'c l J;, JRJO R" lllfnl'.-J In
Ihl' \'cnale iUI 'llC'T-"JI·l' lorn'. Ill' I""k .m llndcr'1,mtl,Jhll'
,/Clil'C mler"'l rn Rh".It hl<lll<1"< AU):I!'!. J ,I' J I. congres- '
,umal dectHm

I'h"'<J~fdrh hy Uo r R~M "n I r ,., I /n·'~m~, ~l1r·.<Q" Lmcoln In

,h~ RIt"J~ I J~nd I,.,,~ H,,, ~

S I I .J worth ,If Idnl! nt "dn~ the eldest )On5of such)

were 1l110wnilO \ me for theH rull' rs. and 12.000 ma le
were refused that pr i\' i/ ege I . AIm lhat this state an d
Virgini<l. wert: uu: only renw ill in ;!: sta ses which te­
'lui ,,'d d lallded Iltwlific<lr1011. to vete. Tlle~e ~ f<l t .. ­

nunr- W('ft' nnl tlnl ied al thdt lim t' onor have they

beell xmcc. Virgilli" /1<1 \ .~inCt· l'llkn ill wi th rllt'
sptem of til<'ntIJer ,Sl<ltn. It'llving RllOde-hland as

Ihe ollly ,tlllt' ill tlJi.' Rcpubllcnn Union , which now
adlJ,·II'.S 10 the I<ln tll'd quuliiicuticu, Till' prQ yer of th e

I11cmorill l Wd'. tlMt Ihe A~,embly would .10 alter the
prcseru elect ion I,ll \" as to extend the elective [ran :

clu-e to allc.:ISlllll1lJimity of th e m ale adul! inlwb­
HUllt,' of rlw .~ f<1 t ('.

Til l' ml'mori(IIi~I ,1 were denounced in the house as
"vagnbonds and rCllcK.ldcs from other states," Qlld the

memorialwas rcicacd. w i thou l hdng n-ad in IhQI
l>o,Jy.19Th e,(' 1,1'1 mclrmrll/lly {arLI would not hilv e
beell m,'n titmed (JIJ rh i, (lCCa,WIJ, Iw d /lo t .some o f

nu r committec l'c('11 'lIlHmg Ihe memorialis ts.

Sillee our apl'OllJtme nt. it h<l,~ become our dUly 10
\olie ll mimmatio/l {cum gen tlcl1l£'11 of di,\ llnction in

..... h ... le li.n ill:hf s Wh ll; Jiil h.l tion is nnt J ckn " ..... lcJg.:d
Tllhn~ha Si "ho c1" im "d th.:lt the .....or kingmen h ad WrII!cn
a sl ml!.:lr le tte' r to D...m,x;rJlic gon:mur of Rh ode Is!.:lnd,
loh n Rru ..... n fr J nci s , ..... Ithout recei<'in,i: a lerlY,See
Tll h n ,i:h a ~ t ' s spec<:h, Rlde t Collec tion. v. 17. document
4 ' . loh n H.:IY llh r .:l r ~' FOl call in~ t hl~ speec h to OUI .u ten-
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othcr sl,ltn. in order /(l CorllWI'crt rhl' tal-., and crudc
, 1<lI<'mCIII\ of Ihow who oppo,~(' ou r cllf1'7l'rhc, T hew
,I:nltlCIl1CIl/ltll'c ~ello'lllr esnressed sOlll e reluctance,

111 mtericnng in <I ,uhj('rt w/lidl lhe y Cl!n~idned <1.1

hdonglnX exclusively til the p,'oph' oi the sta re ibclt.
This obiectll/n. 0; ('Ilur,e cannor be made by a ctnzcn
", RhOl.k hland

'Ii/l(,(, eorrl'C ri/lj{ III,' ;<I!-.'h()(li.h and erudilic~above
mel! tinlled IIlie corrnpomknn' cmlncct.'il wnh
whirl! yOll mu ,t huvr- 'CC Il pu/l Ii.~ lh'd) we have

look,'d droUfld ou r 0\\'11 Hal,' to find ,mille di.' lin·

xlIhh,'d C/fI;:.'1l \\ho would 11<1\'" the inckpendellce
trlj{lve II' iJdvicl' III our COUHe -Our eves have
re,red on you, our icllow rowmlllall.- \Ve loo ked on

you 'H onr. who, bnnj{ .m ex tt'll.,i,'c lalldho lde r you r­
"cit, ll<l\'c received evcry mark of c.miidence from

the !dndholdal of fIJi- , fil fl.'; <llld <1, nne dl' s ccndiu~

from Illldt'nt 1<1lldhold('f~.who possessed the same
con!den", but we <lIm u7I1nn/','r }'ou <lS one who

lla~ <J1w"y~ Ihcd th<lt cotvidcnce with candor modera­
tiOlI <llld ur/"llIity 11J\\'<Jrds your It lluw cilizen~ of 1111
l'mric cdud "fI dll,"{",- \,'e thc tcicne ,Il'l'l'dl to yo u

willl confidence, <Iud tllflllgl! 1\'(' ho y(' b lll nllc 'I Ill'S,

non to //,,1< ,vI'I II II 'I c<llIlj'rd!e/l<,iYe one an d one,

whick in (Jllr 01'1/110/1 il1n11\"'\ the grl'llltllll'slion
whether Rhode·hlan.l shall or ,~hall not be a Repul>.
Ill'an .~tut(', according to rhc Dl'l'/lIr<ltion of Jnde·

pcndence, tll/' COIl\ll!u tlon of tht' lInited SI<lte, and
<lccordill!/. to the c )(allJple of nur 2.1 si,ste f .'tdtcS
()uo tirm-/)o you hl'Jieve ,hat nuy mode of Suffrd~ t'

rtllJ be 11.11 !f)fed in thi<, I til /(' ,1 /JOrt of lan dl,d qUdl l lled­

IUJII, '0 " .. to,/droil till' .\(redl body of the m ale adul l
inhabitants of fhe ~I<lte til Hlte for their ru/er~. wi th­
Ollt I'nd<lnj{,'IlIlj{ ,he lIxhl~or plOpnf)' of Ihe cilizen\/

-If so. p//'tl.\C to st<lfl' whalmod.' ,m~est ... iHe/f to

yOll <I, Ihe /IIm t safe, ron ,idnin~ our lou~ c; l<lh l i,d H'd

hahits, lint/ mOlt jusl , cWI"i<!rr in l<: our Ilre,\/'lH
c i rc umstance~,

Th ree of ou r commiu....' hIIPPI"I1 til OW/l frel'hold.s
and three not; bUf \\'e can sec no:z.ood rea <,on fOl
cl lherof lH /wing e)(dUlkd from rhe po /h , w e all

fed eq ually int£'les ted in thc welfare o f t!le state
II1IYiux all cIln tl ibu tcd to i ts ,<' llfll'ort; lind su e!} is Ollr

co n fidence in r our lIJom l and m ental qUlIlificafionlo

,m.llver (ll/lll"e,lion "'/" ira1>1y, Ilwl with out any pre.

l ion we an" inJehled 10 Panick T. Co nley, A"l slalll rfU'
fl'ssm of Hlswrr, r ru\' iJ .:nce Cll lle ~e,

III The memoriailif Tlll<,l W'IS rerrintl.'ll as an appendix to
lllther,

19 T he memor Ld was rc:fn reJ to a committee o f th e: Gener al
A~'K'mb ly heade d by Bcnt,lm in Ha: arJ o f Newp ort.

\'ilJu~ knowkdgl! v, vou r opirnnn on the .'uniecl, \\'e

could (w<'1e i t not IIlCOllsi.<,tent wi th our in aliell"nk
righls) /llake en llm/,ire o f you to .I<'ttle 1/1i; centro­
vcrsy.

vcry Tt:<, pectfully, you r /cllo\\" cmzcns

W illiam I, Till inghast, Bar ber

Lawrence Richards. Blacksmith

Will iam Mitchell, Shoemaker
Seth Luther, Houscwrighr
William Miller , Currier
David Brown , Watch &. clock Maker

r,s, Though Ihe committce is made up from all

the politll'al partin now in the .Italc, ye r wavoid
1/11 susp jc jrmof sinister mcnvcs. we would su~esr.

Illal an dll.\\\'Cl is nor eXl'ected hy us, l iII the ap­
' l1oa e/l ill).: COIl,wJe,,,,iOlld l ele ction is decided,

FRIl.\t N EII £.\ Il AH R, K:"iIGHT

Providence Sl'pternber 2 I S II
Gentlemen

Your /ell<'1of the 21 rh of luly cnqturtng wh" ther any
mo,h' o f .,ulfra:;:c C<l/) he adopted in thi.<, Sr,He .<, !w rt

IJf lllndet! 'Iua/ilication "' )c. ,.,lc has ball teed. lind
wou ld uavc bel'li rel' lied IO dt lin earlier d<Jy tiad you
1/01slIggl'llCd th<Jt 'HI snswcr w"s not expected un Ii!
oncr rh" Augusl ekcrion -Ihat lIa\'inx pllHed 1will
IIOW gin' r/li' re., ult {If my tcilecucm s on Ihe subieci
of yo ur en'/lIily-

Wilh trtllil il mil}' be said til/it Ihi .1 subicct is not

al/ached to 'Hly 0; till.' political plll tie., tllal <Ij!;i tllte

andl/ff/ict our SWle il t th e plescnt day -

It is not a component part of the faeksun, the Na·

tlonal Republican or Antim<lwnic pdtry, but on the
contrary i~ a Il.rcal '1 Uc.~lion o f iHcli, a fun.Jam ental

prin cip le m our G IJ\.-'. 'fIJmell/ Ih al is pm[lo.~ed to be
II l tned o r i1mcndrd-/I i,<, a ' Illl\, tion thllt m erits th e
<Itrelllion of the w holc peo ple, and shou ld be fredy
bur fiJirly d, SC llS5l'II E)y them, withou l p,Wion, party

01 pn'jUdlce, bu t upnn th e eternal principles of rij!;h f,

lu~ rice dnd ,ound po/ icy. Let It be '0 di,~cus.~eddnd so
dec ided t'I' rhe will of th e people Ill U_I t be obeye d­

The Staf e in whiclJ we live is a cum m u n ity of pel­

m llS all of wllom ar e e' /ll<l lly protected by geneIlJ l
laws - T h l! pOOle\l i .~ pro tec ted in hi s rights, his

llazard 's (e!'urt ,lmu ull\ed IUa furceful Jdcn~e of Rhud e
IslanJ 's lTaditlllllal p"litica! immutiullS anJ a Jenial of
the neeJ or Jcsirahilitr of rdorm It is le!'llllteJ in U. S,
Con:z. ress, H"uo;e, I llIa/oellCe of rhe Execut i ve In A /fau ,
0/ Rhode IdanJ. Ref'Olt No , 546, J8 Cong., 151Scss. (1114 11,
\77'40 1.

•
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l'I"'OIl, hi, family~)(',teet.- (/'i \\'1.'11110.1 <I, teu l}' as

flu' r ic/Il>" , Our IcJw, ('Xlend tlJ C\'l"rY citizen the

same lil>t'tly of conscience, irccdcm of 'l't"Cch and
Id d"'lflil. The law {"(JllIpI'l, the r!th/I! Clm tribu rC' 10

the mum fCllllllrc and 'UPI"lIll,f the rom, when by
{"I'tWlty. 'Kkm'" or (Jlhn {"<tu,," Ih,')' ore unable to

rwvid., ior ,hcm'.eh',., AUfho,,' who P<)!»CM prop­
aIr l<1Q:dy cOn/flbu!.· III the edllco tinn of the chil­
dll'rl oflhe poor in dr" form fJll'lIblic schooh-ln
,hm/the 'dille pr;\·ilcKC.\, "fior.led by ollr 1d\\'S to

one p" t,on h ('xUntkd w "II . {'XCI'PIIIIt, right 0/
'lIf' Il/Xl' or pri\'I!t'ge o( \'OUIlK <If dl'ction,. The r iKhl

"f \,(,1111,1: II IlII' ,11:1\'('0 c xclll"vl'lr rr) ,/ few. bu t i s

ripI'll to! 111/ W/1O will dV'1I1 rhclll\dvn Df ii -The
/<11'1' know!, J](! r/'l~"n "J if 'IIlr rxicz tl!C}'d W no t
erell/"d by law-To eXtl'n d Ih e ri1'(ht of ,\lll,!ragc to II

,l: re,Hn Ill lm! ", r 0 / o ur <'i t i::c11.\ ,"'I'Ill,' to he Ih e ob ;rel

IIf yl JUr \Olieil ll/le. To a prop"r (llld /u dicioll.\ ex"
re m io f] of the l'rivilq(l' bu r (CW will o!>;rt·t-T hc

,IIH'I1;rm I' Ihe mode /If d"illlf, ll-dllOlH which 1I1ere
lIld)" he mme diver'l ty of npinioll- \Ve re we to ex"

tnlll the righ t of >Ul/hl);:" tOdl/. it would not me kc
them rrcrmcn without l'dU'"dtlOn, wisdom an d vi r"
nn- to dIH'C! their (lction'-/lnr wou/.1 it increase

ci\"ill,bt'rty, o r ,.111.1 .HdbiIH~· or I'nm"m'l1l"y to Re­
puhl,ctJll principJ,;,-ltlJl(/~'f,,'remarked a.; <I general
rule tll<lt those who \, 111 nor /.y mdll,try. frugali ty
<11111 "Ixl(llIlortJl h"hJf\ tdk., care of thnnw/ve,\ ~l

(mlJllin lire nor thc be, t ,l::utlr.l/<In,of othl'l..- E1 y ,0

/lfIl<ld <In exten,ioll oi the r i,l::hl ofmflr"ge \\"1' may
iner,'''',' the pown (1/" lew. without bendi t to the
m<lnv-Hr" xtending the ri)!.h r /0 ,III, it i\ fe,'re d
1ll<1JU' mi,II.:h t he improp., r1y CI 'Iltrolh'd in thei r fra n·

,-hi\t' hy o the rs, who pm",,, $: rcdtcr pO\\le r hu t Ie,,\
I' i rt II.' 1lr I'lltr iot i ~ Ill-/,"r /1 a1" by the lI"s i)!.1l ill$:
d(,r1I<I$:().~lle. <I d Wli!ctn , l.~ ddll.~eroll,\ to the wd f(lfl'
nf <I Sldte </, a ll Ari~IOU' I C)'-J!ulI'er wieldcd by (J

dl'l111I,~ rl,l:lH' i,\ <I' Jlu/C n l {II I tIll' t i m" d~ p(lwer wielded

hr d ,'\-IOIwrclJ-11 o rlen ,h~l1Il1n Ihe 'Uh,\ t'IlHT of

di'.'poti"m under the ~lli,e of dnllouucy, <llld in it.,
effec t lIlay I'e .Is tVldnllicdl ", [lOIn'l ill a 1egitinldtc
or con\wllliolll'/ .\lonarcll- \\'e .,hould he .lIJxivu.'
til <lI'lli<! tIl0\(' n'lk 'lIld elll!,'a\'uur 1' 1ex tL'lId th e

ri$:h t of 'uiiwge lV ,'\'er}' inrdli~l'nr, indu\trious and
/ru~,, ' l"iti.:en- Ry m doing we ,h"l/ ",ld fO th e lIlean.~

~o Knl).:hl .....1\ antlClr.lILn1: Ihe dc\'cl"rm'"m' in r ~l ': ....h en
altcmrb ""cre made J.I.l number <>1k \"d' to onn)!: abu u l
L"n,mullonal reform III Rh "J o: l \ lanJ . KIlI"ht h rm -.eli,
run nlll /: .1, \\'h i)!: candldJ.te 1m )!.n\"ernor, aim acce pted
the no mlllauun of th...Cnn,ulUtltll1al P.lrt,· in t I'i'': . Thi '
lattCI rarl \' ....a' ur)!:.ln i:eJ c.ldicr in Ihe vear to b~i nJ:
'I!-Inu t puhlll:al rdorm II, mn" .letr VI: memoe r ....01'
Thoma' W, Dun . Wo rk illJ:m cn like Wtlli'lm Ti lli n~h .l \l .

....h" haJ heen detU'e III Ih...aJ:ila ll<lI1 III Ill} \. rc~nteJ

of humnn hdl'l'inl'.,\ dlld $:il'c 'liI"ili ty and prosperi lY

10 ou r COllllllollweallh- /n nn 'I$:ricultuwl com­
mum rv where land i~ dh'i.kd ,!\ ,'qually us it is in

thi' Counrrv I do /lI1l I'C/ed\'{' "ny obieetion ro the
cxtell\ion of the rr$:h t 0/ m(fr"ge to the utmost limi ts

d,'si r/'d by dny person but in <l dense and cro wded
I"lj"'uldtion I t is otherwi ...·-Your own ohscr\'a tions

wdlllOf fail to su~t'st ob/eelion, to u-If you do 110t

sec them on thi" side the Atlantic . tu rn yo ur eyes to

till" mnst liberal governmen t o f f u rope-There it is

'tld llll'price current of \'o te\ for a m ember of pdr1ia"

IlIl'nt i.\ 0\ \\'e/1 u lltlenlootlllI th e price currcnr o f
couon or nrhr-r a rtic/,' 1Il the M m k(,t -An i/ it i , w uh

,j Inerc regr..t I 1£'arn ill, I llIlCI -s (I /'i III jJa r viola1iOlls of

lihe rty havc neC/n rcd in III i ~ COlinrry. T o gua rd

ag,lim t ' !Jcll viola !i()!H of th e ri:-: I1 /\ of [rcemeri

.\11011 111 be Ih e co m tdll t rurc of eve ry /c )!.hlmOl, I',Jlrio t

", iricnd of lih,'r ly -

A n aris/oaacy may cxi, t ill our Cuunr ry. bu t it is

tat ..ly combined on politica / ./ucI/ iOlJ\ - itlH'V<T can
/.(' composed for a lOll)!. tim e 0/ Ihe \dl1ll' individuals

-The 't<lIUle r,'gll/atmg de'n'n l\ of relll es tate di\­
trilll/ting th.' propelfr of till' p<lrent among all the
llllidrell <Inti Ihe inl,'lJ1I<HlIage 0; all denom ina tiom

are .\Ult' boJrrin, again,1 a iamilv tlri, trxrtJcy o r an
Aril/IlCrac}' of blood- And the fre{Jul'nt changes of
prof,.'rly do IJOI uucoten $:f{'dt d,mg('[ (at present) of

a (','rll1d/1.'lI t A ristocr,IC}' "ClIl$: based on '0 uncertain
....1n""IJeKent" sub\wnce as I\"callh-

It h admitted much Ilwy b,' ',Iia HI fm"uur uf Ihe teal
n td tc <lll<lldicatinn iI, the wIt- govaning tIle riglu

of 'llff r<l~t'-lt is a rule d iflicu ll fn r k ,W\','ry "" eun­

nin,l{ to cl'''dc. It beller protecl.' the hOlle" t " nd b01li1
fide (renllllll ilxai ll.\t fraud tillm (/ ('cr,'0I1<11 property

<pwllfic<l t ioll- RetlJ e~ l a lt' j, a lwIlY.\ t il he found to

a ll'W('f tlJe WllIlt, or tile xnVcr lll111' llt ill limes of nc ­
('('.,~ ity . dll110 itllwy daily c1wll,l:e oWller.\. ilS !id-

I, if i tY In IIIe $:overn IJIC II t i , iIll/I it' 1l<1/J}or-H t'Ilce {/

l' r<'facnce m<lY bc urged III fa \'1I1lr of 1/ real e" tatc
'fWllifiwliolJ - HUI thl' <juo tilm r o u propo und i.\.

"'"dll anr lIl()(lc of m il l<I)!,(.' h,' (ldlJptl'd short o f the

l ,lIl lt ,/uali fi, '''1ion , ~o d' to tJ.JIIIItt he )!,rea t body of Ih,'
,\fall' in!Jabitdn!\ to \'ote (It dections wi thout en­

dlln$:ain;;: IlIe r ight ~ "" rropet ly of Ih e ei ti;:ellS"!

Knl).:h t'~ rrC5umrtion 10 run .1' .1 rclnrmef In li..:ht 0 1 hi~

'tlnSCrV d!lve \'leW5, reH~3 Il'd III th l' lener, See bfOdd~iJe

Tn Work in,,-:\1en" (n",:l. ln 3n ,' ca\e. KIll/{ht l o~t rhe
elo:'lIon to !.kmocr3 tic" An llma\"nic mcumben t loh n
Bm wn Fran cis. See EJ ...·ard Fld d . ed, Sl<ifl'o f Rho<le
"I,m.l ,m" Pwvidence rl,mto.Jli"m <If tht' Elkl of the
Celllurr A HI., ton ' (BtlSlo n, 1\101).1 , 31""317. Later th J.t
\·C.Jr th c Ge ne rdl As~cmhlv , yidJi n).: to !'o!'ula r d amor,
.1Ulhori:cJ a comlitullonal 'onvention. How e\·cr . th e
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Richa rd Rush,/,,"'vC1 and H<I!rlnliln.

rO"'J I 'r, '",Iu. d'H III ,h~ n,,,,,",,,. "IAm<o"'" r"",.".
[Jo,"", rub!J(o,wn,. In,. '06'

fromlhe COIl~idrrtltj(ln lhav(' xil'en to I hc .~u/>ir(' /

I all1 of opmron that to ,,"nlhh till' real est,Hr 'lila/iii.
Cation of a freeman would notal thi~ t illlt" be
iluliciol/s. were It practical. nor wlluld it conduce 10

the inrcre~1 and wel/,m: o( the Slate-l run al-o oi tht'
opinIOn til/it tilt: electi\'c 1ranch i ,~,' mar /' (' e"tended
wi t/lOll! elJd'Jn .~cril1x Ille righ L~ l,l prope r ty of th e

cit uen». dnd witl) .1l/fe IY to 011r Irp l1bl ictll1 insi tu-

t lon" by adding anmha rule or mode 01quainicatinn
tn Ihe one e"hl ing br 1,11\'- \"'crc it pr'lCtlcdb/c.

morall~' in tel/ectuaI 'lll'IIliicaliom migh I be adopted
,,~ the rule. but helic\'in1. such a rule could nor be
carried in 10l'ffat according 10 its m tent dlltlmclln·
illg , aivnucr lJ ,IS .Iug.l:e, fcd itlelf [I ' my m ind . which
!low,'\'er ua-; nrtt hc<'n fully cU1Hidacd e-1 11J <l luIed
in dll i ts tamiiication s, ('>l ttic reiorc rs not at thi,
time prepdre.J for your consiJerdtion-Beqd..s I
understand the malta j~ pending beiote the legis·
I"tu re of the S!<Ite and prohabl y \\"111/,1.' Ji~cll\\('d <II

the next ~nlion. ~o rl lercfore it would be c()n.~idcrl'd

i1llp rupe r if flut I're~ lI ml' tll ()U S In me to present a
,dl('mc unda such rirt:lllllllanCl's- At 11 l'If!pa ~c,,·

good taith nj the lcgiclatute .... J~ Jnuhtiul on Ihl' OCLa­
sron b en a conservatrvc writer at the time tlatlv sl.IteJ
t hat t h i~call for a cnnvcn tron In I~U' W J S .I shorn
move ment dc,,): ned to amuse th at potnon of the e tti:en'

. whn were Ioudcst m th ei r demands for a convmu uon
and cxtr nsrun uf suffrage" [Frieze, 2f.1. Wh en tht: cun­
vcnuon metin the fall , known opr"nen ts "f ,ciorm, ~1J.· h

a ~ Ik niamin 1I.lzarJ , W l'I C pref>\.' n t These men f"1J ~h t

m~t rdorm proJ"OS.Jh .mJ iwa/II .r.n c·J .1".11' twm con·

'Oil you ,~h,l1J he f ll tll i ~ J J l' d wilh il. if I e 'I lj(' .~tt,d­

\Vitll xre<lt Ie ~ped . l have Ille Ilonour robe.
your 1I1mt ubt,humle, ~l'r\'t-

:-.; R. Kn ight

TO RlCH AR fl RUSIl~ 1

P((! v l1knce 1kc. / 0 , I II l,J

He'l1eucd .~i r,

111 Al'rill'l\t t!leu \\",/\a /lIllllaoU, met'lm,K uf em­

zcns 0/ till' <"It)' and I'Inni1r. to cOll'ida the ex­
l'ed/cnc}' of IIltering 11Il' present loll\" of R Island, by
\\'1Iicll (/l1/,<'{\<lOs au' prohihited t rom vourrg II!

dcoiolll./'I1t .,uclI as lJ\\'IJ Ireehold CS [<lt.·~, and th e
e lde st SUIl S u l.l uc h itcetmldcts.

The ~llbKtI/>er\ W,'1(' tfl'pnintcd d Commit tee to

cnlleel ininnnancmnn the sul>tect, and alahough we
cmhlder thl' tand '1tldllllCt.ltmn a monopoly, which
ought not to eX/It 10 <lgon'rnml'nt pro{euetlly
rcpuhhcan , rct we re h'C met ul the threshold of ou r

t'n'/1l1rJCI, by " I"e rt in/l.' fro m o ur OWII citizens, that
the !ICI!I"m of t h t~ cmccns. in ,,/I the c tbc r 8tatel

oi th,' Union. rq .refl etl the ir extension of Su ffrage,

vcnuon sc"Itln~, msunng the: ah-cnce of .1 quorum
See the rnxcedlll):s ui the convenuon III .\ I"nUt.J<'IlIUI.'
,,,,,I Farmer» Toum<ll jrrovlJence:1, September !\, I •• I !\ U
cr ~10WI\', .1 11i'ew lOn, , f.· 17. Corrnru; Ji lculy atte r th e
Lulu rc of th e w",kil1 ~lll Cll 'S agitattun of !I! 11. lhi' defeat
"I n-fnrm ctforts in rx' .1 helps explam the dcsJ'crariun
which allendeJ thc raJI( JI Domrc movement ,,1/ 842.

: 1Rush Ip'''O' I~,\}l, r.on of Ben jami n Rush . " ';IS~ pominen t
r<'nnwh'ani" I"""'er anJ J iplo m.lt. A Sllpr oner of rresi ·
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and \\'ll1lld gladly exchange their c!ec tion laws. (or

Ihat o( R. Idand.

We hm'e written se\'('ral di~lill~lIidlCd ~cntlcmen
in othcr o;;t'lte~ on the ~u/lj'(· l. Thean~weH of Hun.

T Q Adam~. Francis Bay!irs and ,\farlin Van Buren.
you may hare seen puhIi.shed. They trium phantly
disprove the exiHencc of anv such " reg ret:' in their
rcspecnve Star,'~:nUl a~ we wOl/ld l">l' more fuJly
s<1ti~flt'd on the suh'<'et. heflllt' takinX te nner steps
in the hll,ine~~, we now re~r<ofliullyen'Tuire of
yot/nell. If the hl·,t Pdft of thc dti:cns o ( Penn
~ylvdnia reKrd their cxtcmion of Suffrage! An d as

011 r opponen t., <I/-;O intarose. as <In insupcrable ob­
icction to ou r plan. th e n..ccssaty admission o f nat ­
uralired foreigne r, !O th e pnlk we would 1I1so
te.srecr flllly enqnirc : If ,m y fean l"x i~ t. in your 5wte,
of rile ccmscqncnces of mlmi trill.I<; n al llfl /li zed for­
l'i.s::nl' rs rn VOle (or tlJU,t' who ~ovelll th rill ! Four of
the ,~l1/>.'Clihcn }I<li'PCn to ht' frcl'holdcrs. and tw o
nor, and not only tbc COllllJli l ln'. /lUI all our
friend,. lire scancrcd rlJlougll every political pliny
m Ihe Sta te.

ve ry re~reetfully your fdlow cmzcns.

W ill iam I. T ill in ghast, Barber
Lawrence Richards. Blecksmnh
Frankfin Cooley, Smnc-cuucr
Benjam in Joy , .\tachini~ t

W ill iam ~\ille r , Currier
Da vid Brown, W atch &. Clock m ak er

FRO .\ I RIC HA RD RU SH

Sydcnham. near Ph i/ade/pllia
Dccc inller 21, I Xl J,

Genl1emcn:

1received your JCllcrll! the to rh of Ihi s month in
II'hich yon exprns a desire 10 know. tllfoUXh m e.
wh ether th e cmacns o f th is suuc tvgrct th e footing
upo n II'llich lh e right of suffrage is i'laced Py i lS laws:
also, if any fears exi~ t a~ to /lle consequence.s of IIl1ow­

ing naflllali: ed foreignt'rs to \'ote in Pennsylvania,

I can have no obicction~ to an.swaing your inq uir ies

a~ far as / am able. 1do nOl SlIpI'me fhaf my opinions
or views on fhe mbieCB in que\tion, can he of mur!::

den t Jackson 's side In the bank w.u, he later $CH'W as
minis ter to Funce in the Pulk admi mstr ation Earli er he
h,ld been amb assador to Ellldand and pallid r ated in thc
formi nJ:01the Monr oe Doctrin e, Sec D(extc rJ 1'[e rkinsJ.
" Richa rd Rush ," DAR. XVl l 'l · n~

sccounr . put such as th ey are, J place them at
you r serv ice.

The r ig/Jt of suffrage may be said to he. in effect,
universal, or nearlr \0. in thh sla t..z the raymen t of
any store or county t/IXno mcrrcr how small, as­
.~e~.seJ six mon ths beirne the eleClion. "eing the only
req uisi le , ai ter ci tizenship and 1\\0 relm residence
1have not heard of anyobiection to this principle,
nor do I beheve thaf any exis ts. T he elec fions on the
whole arc con duc fed in an orderly m anner, nor do
I imagine that an y on e dreams of alter ing fhe law .
The finf words o f fhe sta te comtitU lion as of thaI of
fhe Unifed Stctes are, " We the people:' 1carmen
wdl sec how a uyont' Cil/l />1' dcnit'd il vote un der such

a vysrcm of govcrnrncnt . It WOll ld he ou r ('f harmony
witll rile gen ius o f all i lS«nbcr p<lrl,~ These fi rsl words
of borh cons ntu tmn s. poinl /0 111£' true character of
our coun try, whe re there i ,~ /lut one ;;.:reat order-
th e ord er of the pe ople , TIl<' /, OOf <1\ th e rich , the
common lahou ra a, the ffl'eholda. lire required to

bear lheir equlII share of tile fluhlic mndens, T he
names of the former. are not 'I't'n on tlle list of
cxeml't~. They find no \uh\tiflltes. tor the h(Jrd5hip~

and perils of all penolllJl scrvrcc If fher pay no taxes
in vmuc of fixed rropary, they rar the "blood tax "
IlS the lafe governor Wright (If ,\ laryland once said.
They arc the rank <lnd fill' in wa r. ddcnding th e
country and con trinutm.s:: to iu glory, They fertilize
the earth by lheir toil, Thq nvc to hie ns accomoda.
nons. I"t'mbelli~hml'n1~. by the work of their han ds
in everv \I'l'cics of artislJn industry. T hey are Ihe
~rt"1/ class. in .shorf. the most n umerous in every
cotm try, upon whose shouldt:r.llllainly rests the
civi/i:atioll of the world. A nd arc rh o sc who compos e

i l 10 he cxcllldcd ;rom Ille poII~ , /lec,lll, /' they ha w
flo free/mid in lilnd.1 Lft u.s hope nor, let t1Jespec lacl e
of suc h ini us tic;, be spared, under }l;overnm en ts i'ro­
fC Hin;;.: to dispen se ci/ual ri;;.:hl,~ .

TIl(' c,lU~e o f non·free/ JOldas mi~h t hIS pIe/lded even
011 tile doc lli ne o f its II dversaries. LlllO r is properly.
ACfi()n.~ lit law are foun ded ur,on it, It is tl le indio

villI/III wcaIth of th e poor. wh ilst it makes the col·
leclive \\"eillth of fhe whole. In the Uniud Slates
especiu/ly. where IlInd j" O\'er·a/lundan t and labo r
rdati\T/y scarce, fhe latter is offen lIluch more
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valuable than the former. It ough t therefore to confer
at leas t as good a title to vote. Nor do Ihere con fou nd
CIl IISe wilh ef fect :and if 1did , til at wllich produces
th e advan tages of prop er/ y , ough t to be foll owed by
the enioyment of its riglll'i. There IS another kind of
labor- the lobo rof thought, which is aha. in effect,
property. Paren!-righ t, and copy·righ t. hcve this as
thetr basis. It is a kind of frcehold in mind. Pope I
bdit'\'c W<l~ the son of a linen draper, Sh akes peare of
d WOOls / llp!a, Aken stde of a hUlell er. Moliere of a
maker of t<lpt'lt ry . the I1U th or of Don Q uix ote served
as a common so/dier. and Ben fohnson wo rked as a
I'rick/aya. How many of these men and a thousan d
others whose works have deligh ted and instructed
mankind, have owned land. we need not sto p fa in ­
quire. Many of dIem we mzry be sure did not . N ow,
wrluld i t no! 1'1' strt/nge ill the eye o f reason . aplH!

nom preiudices springln,ll: from feuda l an d dark ages,

to lIlilint.lin, thl1 l the copy-righ t in thei r immonol
work.~. where il so hl1ppened Ihat they owned n o
land. should give a It'IS qualificalion to vote, than
lilt· propr ietonhip of a log house, or 11 rubbage
;;;ard" Il! This is one of 1111' results to whrch the ad.
Vt'r.,aries of you r cause must come: i t phli nl y foI/ow,_
(rom thei r doctrine of land quutiiica sion: If wou ld be
hut i(Ht in them fa admn, rhat freeholders are not
alwa)'s more enlightened Ihan others; and su rely
it IS a narrow xcnnmcm Ihar would coniine to rhem ,
all Hakes in thi' pro.~pertty of a country. How many
men lire there in til is count ry-how mnny tIJOusalld,~

, muy a"k-engaged ill mec1I<lll ical life , or on ly as
labourers. of intelligt"nt minds. as well as orderly and
cor rect habns, who read think and talk abou t ou r

puMic aflairs or murvols of thei r fOil, who yet do not
own a foo t of ground! A5 a claH, If is admnted on all
hands tll at t/le y arc neithe r selfh/l nor int rig uin g,

and is it no t prob'lhle that such citizens \'Ii/I drop a
fair vote in tIle ballot box~ W e may be a~,\ u red tllat
thi~ is not Ihe ctcss fha t will bring ruin or im ury on
any coun try. Apprehen~ions would of ten be more
;udiciously dire(:ted to other quarters.

A~ to tears from le tting na turalized ioreigncrs vote.'
' ,,~ liule bel ieve that <lily exist ill Pennsylvania.!
CIIIl Il Of conceive th e least fo und,/t ion for them . I
have heretofore pu/1Iickly said, and .~li1l think. that

t ile laws 01 the Un ited states give less encou ragement
to emigranB than a wise policy wOl/ld dictate. Stri ct
naturalization law,1m ay be compared to an iI/­
arranged tanii, They tend to shu t out. or lessen . the
1Il0.~t etuiclung oi all im por ts for a new and thinly·
peopled coun try-men; may I add too. wnhour
It'vity, imports neve r imericnng wi th the home
article, bu t augmen ting in all ways its socia l and
.It<lti~ tlcal value, O ur count ry will be in a co ndi tion
for ages . to hI' beneiitcd by foreign ers ca,Hing tIleir
10 1 among us. Thi.~ was a policy eve r inculca ted by
the celebratl!d lawgiver.s of antiquity. and is tecum­
mended. to un ex ten t the most ample. by the conduct
of great und poweriul modem .\tates: an exte nt much
greater thun any to which we ha ve ever gone. Eng­

land in the early s td,ll:CS of h er hi, tory , th ouxh with a
territory ,Wl._mall. atul: eve n th en as mi,ll:lll have been
thouxh t .~ufficien rl}' full of in habittln f.~ , invited
[oreigners to he r shore.~ by premiums aIld O f her
inducements. So did France. up to a date more recen t.

Russia bas hastened he r advances. wondetfully, in

civiliza lion, commerce and power by makin;;; n o
dissinction under her Il!ws bt'llveen native subicc ts
a nd .I t rallxe rs, na y. eve n exem pting the Illtter who
bring propel1y with them. isom taxes an d o ther
burdens for the [irs t few yea rs ot their residen ce in
he- r ferritory, u policy tha t begun wllh Pcfer, and
ccnunucs f hdic\'e to th e prcscr nday, or htu only
beell al tered recently, i f al tered tit all. T h e Dutch
con ferred th e same political ri,ll;hlS (I,~ well </s rbc

.~tlme prh'ile,ll:es of tMde, upon ioreigners an d nu ­

uvcs. <l~ soon us th e former set foot upon th eir soil;
an equali ty fhu l ;;;reatly accele rated and enlarged the
pro;;;re.~S of th at famou.~ Republic in commercial
rich es an d grandeur no less th an po1iricul renown .
ill th e 16th and 17th cen tuncs. Andwhar benefits
}wve 110/ the United states derived from foreigners.
notwithstanding th e clogs wh ich ou r nu tu ralization
laws impose upon them I Look at the Enldish . the
Irish . the ,~cotch, the Ge rmans, who come to settle
among us. and wh o can say Ihal th e country is n ot
annually Curried (orw ard by them in all iu cardinal
I'oint.~ ! Sec how ,gefll] great bodies of th em im­
med iately becom e d ~ labou rers, artisallS. tilIt'l s o f the
eanh -s-some umes seen on ou r public works: then

•



90 WORIlI:-';G~\l:-; S UFORM

em plo yed In aid of private llndertu Kin~,~ wlH,tha in
our towns . or in th e count ry. See h ow other pornons

of them . in a li ttle while. stan d side by side in hon­
orable competition with the first of our nsnvc cur­
zens in acnvc and succes~fulenterprise upon the
bmmlesl scale of npe r<1 lio ll; in civic vi rtues; in eve ry
k ind of private worth: anJ. lOOKing 10a h igher
sphere. often in thu t noble ambition th .1l signalizes
itself by the generous and munificent appt icauon of
th eir funds to publiC ends. serving even 10 raise the
fame of Ihe coun rry doubly dear to th em as the
thea tre of thei r success and obiec t o f their chosen
allegiance. Under this head 1could make ou t. were
H proper to mention names. a proud list for Balt i­
more. for Philadelphia. for New York . a.~ doubr1es.~

you and o thers could. for other parts of our exten ded
COUll try. In sight of where / wrue. lw s ius t risen
aml\'c ground. the outline of an edifice fit. by ir s

arch itectuTllI ma,l:nitude and proportions. an d the
beneficent purpose 0; I r~ crccuon. to be an honor and
ornament 10any llle tropo1i.~ from ancien t Rom e to
modem Lon don - an edifice con secrated w interesls
among the dea rest of mankind. the edu cation of
o rph ans; this eddlce. designed by its messrvc 171.1­

serials TO 10M th roughout ages. an d to diffuse ns
moral and in te11cctua lble.,s ings ove r a whole lan d.
tears its majes tic colum ns unde r the ex clusiv e en­
dowment of Stephen Girard. by hi rlh <.l French man .
Ou r country afraid of io reigners! how is the idea to

be reason ed with~ In refe rence 10 the du ration of
nsnons. It is bu t as yes taday th at we. of this con­
li nen s. were 1.l1I of fo reign birth ; an d [oreigners arc
even }'etmak ing hourly ad ditions 10 the industry.
knowledge. wealth. comforts an d power o f th e
coun try. The}' soon and zealousl}'become a pl.lrtof it :
add to th e amoun t of public ireedom an d individual
ha ppines" wi th in its bo rders, arc proud o f that free­
dom. somenmes wi th a lof tie r feel ing than th e nu­
rives. by the con tras t of wha t they lef t behind th em .
and rich ly repay the ine~timableboon. If wc rrhfess
foreigner.~ are seen to swell the crimin al calen der in
ou r co m /so this is bu r as d ust in the balan ce to the
manifold advdnrages we derivc from th e in dustrio us

and virtuous portions: and. le t us not deceive c u r­
~eh-es. Ih e worthlessof ou r own people can com m it

~~ Hod ges (1790" 1t(~ 61 se rved in the M.lssa (hus~lIs Consu­
tutional Convent ion of 1810- 1,''11 I and late r as Co ngress­
man . BiO/l.r<lphical Directory of the Amnican Con gr .....ss.
1774- /949. p. 1318.

r-nmcs wo. Do th ey interfere too soon. or 100 actively.
in ou r politich! l et th em . as much a ~ they plcase.
Tbcveiten bea r a useful purt in them. an d it may
always said}' be It'll/{) the Am erin m people. without
whose confidence the}' can do no thi ng. or be nothing.
to pd.Hupon th eir merits or demerits . After all . the
c1I1,S of pol it icians is small com pmed 10 the whole

hulk. and infini rely slllall compared to the whole
bod}' of our nanve cmccns.

W e have no jealousy of inrroducin~amon~ us.
bea u ti ful and ins tructive works of th e mind from
Europ e ; the poetry . th e philosopllY, th e generalli rer­
uture of Rritain : Ih e science and wir of France: rh e
drama. rh e legends. of Ge rmany. and so of other
coun tries. W e imporr. we repri nt. we nauualiz e all
with a vid it y . Yet we fear to t r l1 .~ t men from th e slime
skies. In Illy humble opinion. the former do nor tend
more to our unellecuusi pleasu re and ad\·ancement.
than th e latler to augment our phi.~jcal resour ces. fa

accele rale u_~ in the cateet oi no tion,ll mdus try. the
!Heful alt.,. lind il/1 thlll en sets in to th e clemen rs

o f power. op ulence. and eve ry kind of mlid pro.,,·

palty. True, we increase fast in all the,e ways on

our na tive stock ot popuIlllion; bu t I would never
SilY fan enuugh. a~ lon~ as we can go taster, The old
and power ful nauons of rllC other tiem ievbere. are
.~tl/I mucli ahead of uv in rich es. arui th e numher
of th eir inhabi lallts: and I'll' shall come up with th em
the (a.,ter in bOlh. by accc_,_~iomof both (rom abroad.

Tlle~c are some a/ the s,·n tiTIJenr.~ occurring to me
nude r yo ur le tl /'l, In exp res, in g thclll in answ er to
your call. I remain wi th great respect .

Yo ur obedien t
Servant and
fellow ci tize n.

Richa rd Rush

Provuknce. Dec. 10. ISJJ.
R.'speCled Si r.

Th e subscribers m e a pr uden/illl Commit tee, of th e
friends of an ex tension tlf Sufflllge. in Rhode-Island.

In a converscuon a few days stnce. wi th our mutual
friend W l1Jillm H. Sm ith E~q.1J one of ou r Committee

1J Sm ith, Cle rk o f the g h ode Island Sup reme Court IPw\"!­
lienee Journal. Oc tober 1I. I K.j.ll, la ter ser ved .1S Sc(re !a l~·

of SU te in the rebel government of Thomas W. Don.
See MO WIV , 1H. and William H. Smith to Thomas DOr!,
September 1. 1 ~4 1 . Dorr Correspo nde nce, John I lay Li­
h rarv, Brown Umvc rsiw.
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From lames D'\\'ojfl Brutol munston "The ,\Iount"· Clime
his replr 10 William I . T1l1mgha.1t and Ih e OIhl"t ,Jrlj5.llns.
This photogr<iph of the d r<l l\'ing mom was Mlltn In Ihe
18901. II few re<lrJ l'efo re fire des troyl"d th e house desi)l.nl"d
or RU.I.\/.'IJ w arren nnd decOTll td IW the Neapolitan a n i.lt
M id l/, It- Fd icI' Come.

,

w,n iniorm ed, lha l you \\',1.' ,1ll1emne r of th e Con.
vcnnon. whiclJ itvrculuccd tile present mode of
Suffldge, in Ala.~ s ll c hll s e!ts , and that you advoca ted
it.'> pl1~,~"ge in Convenuon. and i ts adoption
by the peoplt"

A s many modes were doubtlc.~\propo\ed, besides the

0111' adopled. we would thank you. if convcnrcm. to

giw IH the reasons which mdnced the Conven tion lU

adop t the on,' they did , lin d to inform us if it has
an sw ered th e purpose , us weIl ' h was expect ed. by
you and its other frien ds.

ve- ry re.~pectfully. your fel/ow ci tizens.

William I. Tillinghast , Barber.
Law renee Richards, Blacksmith.
Franklin Coo ley, Stone Cutte r.
Ben jam in loy, Machi nist.
William M iller. Cu rrier.
Da vid Brown . Watch &. Cluck Mak er.

FROM ' ''M I S l. Hon"IS

Tlllwtun Dec ember 25th r8 31 .

Gent /em !'n .

I 1I<.1\'e du/r r,'cein 'd your communiCdlion of the
IOrh ins t, and assure }'OU tha t nothing bu t cncum­

.~tan(f'~of a peHonal nature rda tin g to myself. has
preven ted an earlier reply to yo u r inquiries. You

delire me to ,;ive "the reaso ns wh ich induced rhe
M <lS.sllcllilsett. \ Co n vcn liOI1 of r820 !O recommenu
th e exis ting m ode o f 5u ffra ge in th is Comm onweal/h .
and W inform you whe the r il bas ans wered the
purpuse u\ weI/liS \\"<.IS expected by myse/~ndit.'>

iricnds:" Recu rrin,; to the domeslic history of th is
Stut,·, il \l'i1I be poceiwd that a prope rty quahiica­
lion for one claim ing th e elec tive franch ise. has

a/l\'dys been highlr appreciated A nd when our

Ccmsiill! non of 17 80 wa,~ tonned. th e prin cipal
diffi culry to he olw illted re!<lteJ to th e que.\lion of

-
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proper ty andwhcrher it should be personllI or iree­
hold, or the latter only, which SllOUldqLwlify th e

claimant of suffwJ.',e.The min imum absolutely
ncccsxary was finally iixcd at ,i xry pound" Of a
freehold of the dnnllal income of th ree pounds. For

man}' yean. how{'\'l'r obwclionabk m ight hnve beell

the principle, the praclin' under it, occasioned no
seriou.~ or general complaint. Bur. in the course of
lato years anll'ccdent 10 the Convention of '10, such
had been the cvasi{)n~ III this parlicular, and the
facilily 0; theIr commusion, es rc inspire a general

doubt as to the propriety or u.sefulnf'.~s of the

property IllIalificaUfJll. This doubt in many. or
~eftled com inlfln of exi.~tin1: wrong on this subjcct.

in others, becamc very manifest in th e Ictc Conven­
lion. 11 was wdl a~ked. if the sum requi ted for voting
were the true onl' In i rso. dId it follow that i t was
so in 1810. and would continue to be in all after
lime I-and, conside ring the greLlt dep reciation i n

the cxchan?eahle \'alu{' of money within those
perlOlI.. ana any sUppo.\dh/e future period, surely the

'lUf'sllon wa, borh pcrtim'nt and argumen tative.
,\fore()\'{'r. the more ,Jh'cr,ified condition of Society,

w;.:ethrr with the almost unh'ersal an d more minute
di,tribution of property, b('SlOwing on every man of

sound mind and hodr {'noll?h to entI tle him to vo te
ur tc he used by the JcsiJ:n inll: fo r that purpose ,

Il rewntt'd a clear caw of wrong, or of inexpediency,

In the propellyt/llfllificlItion of 17Sa A nd , tOO, at
whfll point of ptcJrert y \haul" you affix th e seal of

r i:.:h t ! A,artain inl': tilt' toes of citizenship an d pr oper
reside nce. why 11111 adopt the principle of potentiality
of ac,/ ui\itioll, 11, (tic prolJlinl'n l 'l ulllifica rion iot the
rx crcfcc of the elective friltl(}liw! TlJe~c were ,~ub ­

"rail !ially SOIll ('of tilc M ,l:ll lll crus Ilt,lt/'d on OIl/' side,
in dicInte Conven tio ll. O n the cnhct, a cOnJmcnd­
,Iblc fili al piet y , willj ll,l: to .lll.\!<I in th e Imcien t

imrru utcu r of ou r COV(' til mcnr. a, rhe work of

patr io tic ftll lH' r,~ 1ItHJ 110hle S<l/!,l'.s. and to keep ill
being lind rC~l'ect, IIJI' imj'OrldllCC of [lTOpo ty in th e
peHOIlS I·OlIIlK. ,1\ we/I ii" those \'o ted [at, rc .~i.lted

th e ctia nse wIJidl \WI,~ ('(fec ted. Y()U inquire w llether

t lu ' l'x i\ t jll,l: mode 1111.s answered rIJe pur pose of irs

fril'lllh; From my own ohsen·ation and f rom infor­
mation.1 hnvc no reason to douht a decided prefe r.

~ ~ O'Woli 1-"',,'1 lipi merchant Pnncc and ern- ni th e
wl'althll'\1 men In the Umtcd SIJ.1('~> Il'aollnl' klinsonian
rulJlll'ian UnlteJ "1.nl'S"en,HIll hom 1~ll-I ~I 'i, I('prl"
Sl'lHl'ol BTl ' 1" ] in Ihl' GenCla! A'sl'mbh' for ne,nl)" t h iTl)"
,"cars Ill! '{I, I'll t I ( n;j, l'I',ilJ ,,1 R'l're....nf.J!l\ I' .\kn O'

Rvron Dimal). 'I \Vhl:': 1'"llliel,",n,was llllJemba of the
1l1'1'0house of the ,'l<Itl' k~i,I<llLlre when 11e "'plied HJ the­
crmlml l!~e. EI..,·!,',IIICIHl'll1l11t'I'0vernnr In 18.jo. he was
dl'l'"inretiln the GoV"1IIm'.- Council of seven members in
I Il42 when the Don 11l'ljsln", threduned and become
governor III 1~.I(, for one !crm

/'I ," ·,"ph "I I t<l r R~D' j,,"01 r ""'" frI' IDm,,' Sun,,"n unwIn ill
,h~ Rh,><1~ I IQlld ~l 'r 1/ u ~

cncc is l':iWl1lt 0\"'1 the old one and indeed over any
mode whdtcwr. T h is. truly, ISsubject to some rncon­
,'enienen dnd even "husc. and so would anyone

[('quiritlg "lIJ~I"lceddence of l lIi::CllSllir ,md its

COlH"'ll/etl! claims 111 popullll eketions.
Tl'ndl,tillK }'OlJ Ill)' c.stcI'1Il 0 1 ,ltrJ<Jd wishes
I tim ,1!;l'lJlkmcn,

Your friend (llld liumhlt'

Sen'dll t,

Lun cs L. i I tl J~l.' s

fROM rAMf~ n'wou"

Rri,ltol. I 1111 Dl'chr. 183 I

G l'n l lelll! ' II,

Your ['o/ile /r na of \' f'lterda y., Dal" , OIl the Subje ct
of (/ (.'O/ll !i tull (lf ] 0' l"'''/('t1~inll of tl lCti gh t of
SuffI<1,'l.I'. j\ ill" r('e('i v('d ; l<J w/licJl I haflc a lJly to
Sd)', Iha l 1.uu.tll1d dlways Iw\'(' lwl'll, in ((1\,0111o f a

Comliwri"n f"r thi,I; Stall.', I1mI I lw H' no Doubt th<lt

Wild t vnu St,lle 11\ rill.'1'mcl'l·ding. af the Celll'TaI
A",elllhly, of rd•. 7 ,,~, t • i~ correct. alld th at 1

E.-.:prcs\"d mpdi ,IS mentiotled. I was. and ~til1l1lll,

Nhod, / Imdil',mi.kn<c 1...... '1 ',1,,1
~~Piman ''''''''1',1>,1 ,I rrnmllll'n1 \\hl~r"[ltlClJ.lIfrnm

BII'101 cn~a~l'ol III \ ,U I"US cnmmoll,lI .molmanuiac·
lllrm..: ',H'llie' III Rhnde Isl.mJ He CT\"CJ In thc G~ncrJ]
A,'>Cmhly anJ a~ t>IIlh hcutenJnI ~,,\ cmnr anJ ..:o\<rnllT.
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\Vhen Bvron Dlm<ln <lllSwned rhl'lr ierrr-r, mtmJ,l'rs of
\VII/Mm' J. Ti1ImYt<lsf.< committee wne William n. Terrv
and Thoma,~Dorle. Terry was a .<killed I'ng rllvrr a~ show n
in ttns example of his work. By I II, "; he Iwd org<lmze d
Ili.<own Bosron firm.

ill iavour ofan I:' X!l'miUll of tIl l:' rig lH of .~ u f f r<Jgl:'. I
IIIdy nor wrsh to gOd.~ far as Some of my fellow
Citi:ens. To hove no re-rrictiom. or qualificlllions.
f rh in k would not be good pohcy. I think some are
necessary and ['cora. III p'<,\"enl rhose Ih al hold 110

Sr,rkc in t ill' COI" _from in rcrh'III1g with it. and to

keel' cnu St fll1lge fS t'!:) t rilllsicIl! p('ople, as w ell 11\ til l'

worthless and u/lwIJOI..sume in /lU bitan IS. who IIliglll
anlHf' the righ t. 1make j-ou th is ca ndid reply , as 1
/lenT han" any Secref~ in politics. or Scorcdy any­
thing else, 1<JIJI very h speclfully.
Genl1CI1!Cll, you r obdr . .licrv/.

las. DWoH

Bri~to/ R. /. ,\ larch 10. IIfJ~

Gentlemen

1have received your lelia oj the ~fh tnst. in w hich
you ask me, how / should vote un the Sub/t'CI of a
St/ l te Ccnx n ruuon. 1/1 Te ply to wh ich. I am JlIlPPY to

uiiursn you. Ihat I am. and alwa ys have /Je/' fl, in
(dvour of a written conxntuuon, for the govcmmen!

In 11'41 Dima n was a hitter opponent of the Dorrite
rchcls. Repr r' /' Illati w ,\k n <l m I o ld Families nl Rhode
I ,ldl ld , -e . 1 [Chicago. ' '1'081. 87( -l!n.

~6Tc: rrv , Wm . D.. eng raver. Doyle, Th omas. book-binder.
I'rovl<lence Dlrect,>ry 'Il!'ll. 117, <; S.

• of our Slllt l:', and w hether I occupy a sea l ill our
Legida tlHc. or not. \hall be in [avcu t of cal/ing a
convcnnon. for the purpose 0; framing one.­
How far '.shall be willing to ex tend the righ t of
~uffage.will depend on [acts er1 a rgumen ts. which
I1llly he lmlli gh t forwa rd [ at J the ccn vcn u on.c-

I IIIIl rnpcet fllll y Gt:n tJelll('f1
Your obI .~<'lV,lIJt

Byron Diman

wm I. Tillingh/HI
Wm, D. Terry~ '"

e) Tho Voyle
Committee

__________________J_
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.. T I", ,.,,. ,,,,,.. ,of),,,,, , p"",I~~••" . k,•• k,,,, .,y"'" doon--ond ...kmgod­
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I"",k .. r;: ~ ' ~ , ' T " "". ...'" ".' , IK ~'n ~ .""If,"1:'" t·"" """,.'(' 1.'1 f. 1I I J.o,ok., ,h. hu.. fi .. ... IoK·to ,h", I"' ''Y '<'<lUff"' . "., "l. I.,~ ,.. "H_,,,,d you will _
yo", . ... '0 Io.,·c I-"",~ " u,I ~.,g>' fOl'l',,1 "I,m y,.,_ of r;: . ,",,? "" ,~,,->o!II 1

" F.,m' ''' .1'<' l"'" 1''''1",,,,,1 ro,. ,h" ,.

\. ::: II .\RD WO"r;:I~G .'tIE:"i. ...1. , cto.~rlt, lIy 1"'1 ~"",. '"x'"" by ,he
' 'Ill"", a( y'M" h,,,,.·, ""I ooJ)' ...It torn >00<" '" ,I., , I",.,,· " f )'''''' rul~," in ",.
' " " ,....... 1tl'" .1":;.. "~".'.", ~nd ..k y,,, ,,, .·h .. ...·to.."'. you """ 'e ' Dy p<OO-
1""" '" ob<.,,",,~ y"''' Rd ,' .of Sutfm hy ,h~ 1;..". a( ''')' p.'ly,~ J'<"<~'
'11...", 0"0 :0 l"'...,~.l", · ' ...'0....... l ll ,..y "'''' ,,,,,,.M. d ", ,..... ... ond"':..r-. ~,.J ,I.. "', ,J, , ; '''1. ·n...y Ioo'~. ' ''' 0 ,~. '" Mb
",... ,!lev 'cll ro" r".I,,"" 'h,,' Il..~ "'" 1""~ (,;".,.to; "'11L ,I.. 04h0'••
'h~y lell,l... 1 ...."" .. ,I.", ,I...y .'" y"'" M>tm-. "' ~.. """ t~ they ....
l""'" ",,"<aU"' ; ."h 't..."'I...., ,h-v ,1.0 l '.."", " , .....

C.";'" "_ .., ,he ,..,n.... w<rlillo:.~, ho .... _ - ""J'POft tt.o
(·O~ ..TITl:TIO~ .\ L PROX. ..«I....., '-"Wl.I '0 "" ",1.0. pm1J I

I "'-S . 8 .- .-\'1wou, ~ ,\( u "", _ I ,.... ,hoP~ r.- wbidl
lhr.Lo>~ U ' '"'" '' tt.o obo>p 0I ~. W........ I, T ...........lIUT.
Jot. , OU " 'o ..~u'o:o.

Thomas Doyle, another si~ner o f the leit er to Dimo n. WIIS
tll 'oo kbi nJ er. publisher ,m d boo kseller, 'I ccordin~ to
A Di rectory of Pnnnng .. in Rhode Island ... by H. Glenn
grow n lind ." Illude O. Brown. /9f8. HI' publi.lhed the shor r.
lived N ew England Art isan. an d Labor mg Man-s Repositor y
of / 8 12 which carried th is decom tmn In lIS title. The fact
thaI Doyle was olmacti\'e In the Pmv idl'nce Au oc ia tion of
.\ I('chanlcs and .\1<ln ul<1C1U1er~ may account for the simi­
larlly he/ween I h l~ desil{n ond .mme of lhe decora tion of
that O1~lnizati(Jn's membership cemncare. Since the nom e
of Thom as Doyle and that of Thomu$ A. Doyle appeur in
successive IHues of the Providence Duec rorv ut the same
home adJuss. it may be tho lthe reiorm ay laror was the
f'Hhe r of the not ed Prov idence mayor.

A brOol.I.\lde of 16J4 reflects the angrt and frU.SI ra lion of lhe
corre.ll'onJence commruee rowarJ the end of the cnmpllign.
In 18p wh en William 1. TiJli nYJa.' 1dIed of "consumpnon"
til the Ol{e of J9. th e PlOvidenct Republic an Hera ld of
Febroary J ~ t h commented. ··HI.1 pen, which wee by no
mcuns well k an d powe rless, h <l.~ Ofl limes been use d wi th
efft'c t In rhe cau'e of truth and iusncc"

COUtt"'y. DOrT ColltCilOn. Bro w n U n, ,,.r,,,y L,bla'Y
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Director's Ne wsletter

During the pas t summer several majo r ste ps have been
taken in John Brown House. An electric fire detec tion
system has been installed which is the m ost rapid

means known of derccring the beginnmgs of a lire , and
a sim ilar system has been installed in the Lihrary. The
restoration of thc Hou se is at the point ....-bere the wh ile

pa int that cove rs so much of th e woodwork can be
removed an d th e proper early colors appli ed This
process will he pari of th e tall program and is a major

ste p in hr inRin~ the House hack to its original ap pear­
ance. It is hoped Ih;)1 befor e th e Christmas party, most
of th e rooms will be repa inted. Recent and important
addition s to the Hou se are IWO of John Brown 's original
mirrors, which are classical in design and large in sca le.

These mirrors were made for the House and were re­
moved in th e middle of th e ninet eenth ce n tu ry. They
descended in th e Herreshoff fam ily to Norman

Herreshoff who ha s made it possible for th em to be
returned to their original positions. As always, the
ob jects in th e House arc placed as much as possible

as th ey were dur in g John Brown's li fet im e so that a
true andersranding ot rhe original concept of the House

becomes more and more evident. They have been h ung
ver- h igh so that th ey ref lect th e candlelight of
ch ande liers an d ac t to ope n up th e space of the room
at night , jus t as the windows do during the day .

It is with real sadness that we hid farewe ll to Wendy
Cooper who has acted as the Assis tant to the Direc to r

for the past tWOyears .\ l iss Co op er came to the Society
h om Pem brok e and duri ng her two years she helped

with many projects including restoration w ork.
cataloging of obiecr s. handling of newspaper articles.
organ ization of the lawn Festival in th e Fall of 1968,

nrganiza ric n of bus tr ips, lecture progr..m s. ..nd endless
othe r im po rt ant de tail s . Her m ost obvious ach ievement

W3S the recent cxhihition of silver spoon s held at Joh n
Brown House during the past summer. It was beauti­
fully di splayed and annor.ned Mrs. vtrgtnta Kennedy
has joined us in M iss Coope r's place.

Two new positions at th e Society have recen tly been

filled . On Scprcmhcr 1St, Frank H. Goodyear, [r., too k

charge of the paintings, prin ts and drawings of the

Society. This was made possible by a grant from the
Rh ode Island Poundanon. Mr. Goodyear will sort,
catalog and analyze the collections, preparing them for

m useum pu rposes and m aki ng them mo re available to

stude n ts and sch olars. It is the hope that the work w ill
culminate in a published record o f our holdings.

In the Library Nathaniel Shipton has been appointed
curator of manuscrip ts. H is im m edi ate ta sk will be to

sort and organize over a million items many of wh ich

are st ill wrapped in their original eighteenth o r nine­
teenth cen tury wrapper. Later, th e pr ocess of catal oging ,
ana lyzing and publishing the most importa nt
will begin .

In recent months Mr. Klyberg has been in communi­

cat ion on be h alf of the Library ....-ith some of the state 's
mOSI recent governors, to de te rmine their intended

disposal of thei r pa pers. W e have, to date receiv ed
commitments from form er Covernors Christophe r

DclScSIO, lohn N Olie and John Cbafee, and Governor
Licht has expressed an interest in having his pape rs

preserved here. we hope to contac t other gove rnors
and their desce nda nts in the coming months, as well
as orher notable Rhode Island ligures, The deposit here

o f thi s kind of material continues the Soc iet y'Sstated
purpose of obraimng, preserving and makin,li available
important Rhode Island material.

The Library ha s begun a program. in coo pe ration

with local television stations, to preserve film ed news
item s that pertain to Rhode Island . Th is new , and still
modest. effort to amass material in another m edi um

of hivronca l value is being don e largelv through the
volunteer eff orts of Mr. and M rs. Lawrence [ . Karr of
Providence . The)' are editing and compiling the film

ar chi ves for us, selecting from material made avail able
to us on a ,liift bas is from television stations. We believe

rhat we are th e fi rst historical society in the country
10 form such an archive, and it is our hope to show
some of the earlier tapes at ou r annual meeting
in Janu ary.

-
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Beginning in October, when our regul ar library hours
resu me , the library will beope n all day Saturday and
closed all day Monday rather than the half-d.1Y
schedule of last Fall It was felt that this change better
served those who can usc ou r collect ions only
on week-ends.

As announced in the previous Director's Newslett er ,
the Society has receiv ed gifts in memory of the late
Joh n H. Wells, and six handso me glass cases have been
cons tr ucted each side of the fireplace in th e Library to

house our co llec tio n of Rhode Island imprin ts. These
boo ks, our most imp ortan t printed works, will, hy thi s
means, be prominently displayed an d mo re sa fely
housed . Additiona l money from the me moria l funds
will beused to make slip-cases for those im prints which
currently lack them These cases will bededicated at
one of the Sunday attemoon lectures during the winter.

One of the most important groups of item s ever to

come to The Rhode Isla nd Histor ical Society has been
scr utc the Library by No rm an Herreshot! The items
include the libra ries of John Bro ..... n and his son, James
Brown. John Brown 's library , which specializes in
useful , instructive works, such as C. Varlo's A Ne w
Sys tem of Husbandry [Philadelphia , 171l S), includes

approximarelv thirty items, The James Brown collec­
tion , much larger and different in natu re, is a true
gentleman's library tha t emphasizes the classics. Since
lames Brown numbered his books {th e hi~hest n u mber
is 2891 we can te ll that about two thi rds are still in the
collection, and we can ded uce the tides of some of the
missing ones whe n they belong to a ru n or set. T hese
two libraries arc of major importance for very few
pr ivat e eigh teent h-ce ntury libraries arc known. T o
have this k ind of m.ncrial available is in i tself of
in terest but 10 have it associated wi th i ts uriginal home,
John Brown Hou se, and ma ny o f the Hou se's original
furn ishi ngs, me ans that this Socie ty is more and more
able to present a to tal picture of a pa rt icularly impor­
tan t late cightccnrh -cemury ....·a)' of life. In addition the
lames Bro....n honks contain a large percentage of his
diary. Not only did he write in special diary books but
he often made deta iled notes of events in his boo ks It
may tu m out that this extensive diary is one of the
most imporranr ucms of colo n ial Ame rica. Seve ra l of
the books need resto ration an d at the complcuon of the
wor k the lib ra ries will be put on displa y, per haps in
John Brown Hou se wh ere th ey were use d origina lly.
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