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Ambrose E. Burnside and Army Reform,
1850-1881

MO!;l American.. remember Ambrose E. Burnside
either fo r hi s spectacular defea t Oi l Fredericksburg
in 1862 or for h is m iking whiskers . Soffit' Rhode
Islanders may recall tha t he served hi s adopted.
stare both as gover nor a nd U n ited States sen a tor.
Yet he w 01.. m ore tha n rha r. somet hing onen (01­

gotten b..· twenueth-cenrurv OWn-roTS. since he IMI
Iew papers relating to anything except hi s Civil
War career. Despite his con troversia l mi li ta ry ..er­
viet' . a nd many modern hi vtorians ' assessmen t
tha t he laded abil ity for high com mand, he was
a respected figure o f his era . He came to p rom­
inence as a volunteer general du ring the war 10

s.3H' the Union . and it was natural for h im. since
he had be-en a com mander , 10 ronunue h i.. Inter­
es t in the army . The lill ie kn own but highl y irn­
por tent fan about Burn side is th at he devoted
muc h effort to the ca use of army reform . AI ·
though hi s effort s did not hrjng immed ia te sue ­
cess. he kept the ca use a li ve. thereby pa ving the
wa v for major reforms which fina lly came a gen.
e ra tio n after his untimely dea th .

Burnside's acti vities and interests are testimon y
to his im portant ro le duri ng the post-Civil War
period . T ypical of hi s ene rgy is a remark made to
h is old w est Po int classma te, former Co nfede rate
general Harry B eth . during a reun ion in 1867: "1
am now Governor of Rhode Island ; that takes bu t
lillie of my time." Burn side prom ptly fou nd or ber
ways to fi ll that spate time, In add ition 10 serving
three term s as governor (lR66. 1869) and one co m­
pleted term as sena to r (1875-1881), he was presi ­
dent of the Providence Locomot ive Works and
director of the Narraga nseu Steamsh ip Compa ny .

·A Ph.D . candida te at tlnivrr~ ily o f Florida and editoria l
aniSlan l fo r Flm,da IIUIQTlcal QU4'fl"Tly. Donna
Thomas whhn 10 ac knowledge- help of Proln loOr
Jam" F. Findl,),.. l'ni\'f'f,iIY ol Rhodr hland.

by Donna T ha mase

HIS out -of-state imerests included directorship of
the Ill inois Central Ra ilroad a nd preside ncies of
two ot her roads. the C in ncinari & Marnnsville
and the Indianapol is & Vincennes. lie often had
bu siness in New York Ci ty and kept an office
there during part of the first post- w ar decade. He
w as never too buw. however, to follow acuvines
of l ' n io n veterans' associations. suc h as the
Grand Anny of the Rep ublic. the Loyal Leg-ion ,
and of course the Society of the Nin th Corps ,
Iormed from hi s old comma nd. So met im es he
merely lent hi s na me to a cause - in 1871. he
acce pted the presidency of rhe new National Rifle
Association . that emphasized rifle skills for both
soldiers and civilians. Burnside 's activities and in­
terest s in the years a fte r he left th e Union army
gave h im importa nt places in polit ics, bus iness .
and veterans' affairs. '

A genera l turned pol iticia n soon learned to cu t­
o vate veteran s' \ '0I t"S. but Burn side's milita ry in­
terests and his concern for armv refo rm were more
deeplv rooted than that. Aller a ll he had grade­
ated fro m Wes. Poi~t in th e cl ass o f 1847 a nd had
planned 10 ma ke the army hi s ca reer. H is fint
years as an art ill ery offic-er were relat ively un ­
event fu l, spent 0 11 occ upation duty in Mexico and
at Fort Adams, Rh ode Isla nd . when his bauerv
was tra n sferr ed 10 New Mexico , Burn side became
inte rested in rniluarv refor m . spectfica llv in
weapons improveme nr.t

Although he had once participat ed in a sabre
charge - agains t Apach es, no less - Burnside
realized tha t Napoleonic weaponry had become
outdated by th e 18505. Acu tf'ly aware of rbe draw-
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backs of govemmenr- iw ue- m uzzle -loaders. he de­
rer rr nned tha t a more hardy wt'apon ca pa ble of
ra pid fire was sorf'l ~' needed . lie bega n (0 design a
new rifled ca rbi ne ..o me u me during 1850-1851. By
late 1851, severa l dU I~" a..sig nm t'n ls later. he had
developed a breechloader rha t neither ove rhea ted
nor 10 51 ilS t"ff« l i\e ra nge with p rolonged u se.
Wh ile o n rem porarv dutv at washin gton . he per­
leered itv dt'sign and su pervised produc tio n of a
Iew U'st models from hIS blue pn ms. t

Convinced tha t h is carbine wa s a sig nif icant ad ­
vance. Bur nvide retu rned to hi s ba uerv. reassigned
10 Xewpon . in spri"!!: 1852. wh ile sta tio ned a t
Fe n Ada ms for the second lime. tbe newly-pro­
mor ro fir st lieutenant married a Pro vidence bell e.
~Ia r~' Bishop . a nd ga ve -erious thought to hi s
fUIUTe. In Xo vem ber 1852 he resig ned h is com­
missio n 10 estabhsh h is own business. rhe Bris to l
R ifle Wor ks. It had taken h im more than four
vears 10 a ttai n h is sole pro mo tio n: perhaps the
tvpica llv slo w prOKrN" o f a n army o fficer's career
con vinced him tha t he co uld p lay a more vita l
ro le a.. a rnilirarv inventer. BUI he reta ined strong
mil itary li(,5 as a major genera l o f Rh ode Isla nd
rmluia d uring 1855-1856 a nd as a mem ber of Wesl
Po int's boa rd of \'isilOfS in 1856.1

In 1857 tbe arm v held leSIS (or breechloading
riflt's devigned to determ ine wh ic h if any available
mod el s wert' su itable (o r federal service and
shou ld be pu rcha..ed by the gove rnmen t. Burn ­
side's ca rbine wa s am o ng those tested . The boa rd
o f oUia'rs tha t co nd ucted the tf'sts, wh ilt' skep ·
tical of brt't'('hlo...dt'rs· t'f(t'(t i\'f'nt' ss in ba n Ie, ree­
om mt'ndt'd lha t Burnside 's wt'apo n be ad opted by
ca \'a lry and liRh l an illt' ry. Th is rt'commt'ndalioll
was irnponanl. slnt'e a $90,000 C..ong rt' ssio na l a p­
propria tion for fin·... rms would mOSl likely be
aw aldf'd to the ma nufacl urf' r of th t' f('commt'nded
wt'a pon . lJ nfOl llJlla tt'ly . the War Depanmenl 's
co nuan (or on ly 300 Rurnsid e car bines resulled in
bankru ptc y for the Bri stol Rifl e Works . ~

Fin anciall y rui ned and def'pl y disappointed.
Bu rn side left hi s ..... ift' and Providence behind and
jOUTnf'yed to the ~hdwt' SI ear ly in 1858. H e hopt'd
Ihat h is Wesl Pain! en Ji!: in f't"r inJi!: skills mig h l find
h im a eo ns truCl ion job o n the rai lroads. Through
Ihe he lp of an army frien d and fut urt' Ci \-'il \\'ar
su perior . Gt'Org(' B. ~lcClell an - the n ,·ice presidt'nl
of Ihe Ill inois O: llIral Ra ilroa d - Burn sid e recei \-'ed
a ca~hie r 's job in thai road 's la nd oUice in April.

Soon reun ited w ith hi s w ite . he began to enjoy
better u rnes. lit' paid o f a ll the debt s of the
Bri vro l Rifle Wor b , ea rned promotion to rreas ur ­
er of the ra ilroad , and received a tra nsfer 10 Xe .....
York City, whe-re he w as w or king when ne ....·..
arri ved o f th e- fa ll of Fort Surmer .s

Bu rn side 's mili ta tv ca reer resu med abru ptly'
,...ith Linco ln's ca ll fOI 75.000 volu ntee rs In
sp ring 1861. O ovemor Will iam Sp rague. an ol d
friend from militia days. a ppoi nted Burn side
co lo nel o f the- Fit SI Rhode Island lntam rv. He
comma nded a brigade a t Bull Run in J ul y. receiv­
ing a co m missio n as bri gadi er gene ra l of volu n­
leers less tha n a momh lai n . :\ successful foray
aga ins t the North Ca rolina coast ea rned Bu rn side
his second sta r." li t' em barked o n an erra tic mili­
ta rv career w hich w ou ld inc lude second Bull Ru n .
Antieta m . FredericksburJi!: . the Kno xvi lle ca m­
paign . a Slim as com mande r o f the Depanment n f
the Oh io in ....-h ich he ta ng led wi th an ti-.....at Dem­
ocrau. G ran t's \' i r~ i n ia ca mpa ign in spr ing 1864
and. fin ally . condem nation a nd eventual vindica ­
tion (or the disastrous banle of the Cra ter during
the siege of Peter sburg. A con trovers ia l general .
Bu m slde w as never far (rom public vie ....·.

whatever the pu bli c' s o p in io n of him as a gen­
e ral . Burn side 's lToo ps rega rded h im as a fa ir and
co ncerned com mander. \'etera n s of rhe Fo rty-eighth
Pennsylvani a In tantrv remem bered. that he
checked meSS-It'IlI,S for c leanl iness a nd for Iood
quali ty and quanutv . an an ion guara nteed to
p lease en lisu-d me n in an army wh ich Rave no
train in g or officia l Sla lU.. to ils (ooKs ." Durin g thf'
st'a \'oyagt' In North Carolina , hf' impre..sed h is
office rs by rt'mainitlK on dec k in sto rm y weather.
hailinR the other tran spons to delerm in t' lh e wel ­
(ar e of his ("(unrnand .9 "O ld Rurn y" - as th e r-:int h
C.orp.s ('a lled him - did nOI lim it his concern s 10
whit(' troops. unlik e most nt ht'r Un io n genf'ra ls,
Hi s fourth division was blark . and hf' had per­
so na lly ~ek("l(-d them and made sure th t'y recei ved
spt'cia l tra in illK for th f' Cra ter a ..sau lt. T he ba ttl e
of thf' Cra ler was a Un ion defeat mai nl y beca u!>e
Genera l Gt'OrJi!:t' Meadf'. comma nd ing Iht' Arm y o (
Iht' PDlomac. refused to a llow blacks to mak t' the
cha rJl:t' . subs ti lUtinK a white di"i sio n not prepared
to "go O"f'r lh (" 101' ," 10 Pf'rhaps Burn side 's so l­
di er s. bot h black and .....hi le . sensed Iha t tht'ir gen ­
eral rea liled thai a ('Ornmander's (aOlt' rests on th t'
persevera nce and loya hy o f his fo llow ers. In I86:S.
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the genera l told a Cincinna ti audience. exci ted
over Union successes during the Knoxvil le ca m­
paign . that had gathered 10 praise him -

"Thousands of men in the ranks deserve the
credit that is given to the leaders, ~Iany of them
- foreigners - have no relatives o n Ih is side of
the Auannc who will ever hear of them aga in , yet
they fight for the rounev !he,!' lo ve. I O Wl: a ll my
SUCH'SS to this pa triousm. a nd I have never been
more trul y senvible of it than during my last
cam pa ign, For one . I sha ll never forget what is
due 10 the men in the ranks .NIl Years la ter , th is
realization would lead him 10 suppon several irn­
ponam reforms for en lis ted men of rhe reg u lar
army .

Burn side resigned his volun teer commission
shonly before the war ended and did not exper­
ience firs tha nd disru ptions involved in the tra ns i­
lion from vrctorrous a rm v 10 u ndersi zed occu pa­
tion force . Dou btl ess, th e ge ne ral's exper iences
from 1847 th ro ugh 1852 It'd him to sympa thi ze
wi th you ng regular officers wh o , after successfu l
war careers in whi ch man y earned Ihe rank of
genera l of volunteers. once agai n found them­
seh'es lieu tena nts or ca ptai ns assigned 10 scrubby
fro n tier outposts o r isola too co unty sea ts in the
deep So uth. Figures lell the stor ." well . In 1865,
the victorious Grand Army of the Republ ic num­
bered slig htl ." over 1.000 .000. T he reduction of
1866 slashed the post war army 10 57.000, By 1875.
when Burnside en tered rhe Sena te. most of the
occupatio n troops had been removed from the
Sou th . a nd th e army retai ned a terce of o n ly
25.000 to prot ect the coasts and pol ice the Indian
fro nt ier . This figu re remained stable unti l th e
Spa nish- America n w a r."

The post-Civi l War army was wra cked by len ­
sic ns. as it had been in Burnside 's day s as a
you n g su ba ltern , Sta ff a nd lin e quarreled con­
stanrly. a nd sta ff department ch iefs, who some­
times held their posts for decades. rema ined in
Wash ington. culti vating friendsh ips in Co ngress.
T hese sta ff o fficers acted as lobbyists. in blue a nd
gold braid. for their own and their depanmenrs'
interests . to the negl~t of the r('S1 o f th e army . As
in an n-bell um times. the rommanding genera l
ha u led with the secretary of war over con trol of
the ar my . Ge nera l Will iam T . Sh erman . wh o as­
sumed com mand upon C ram 's electi on 10 th e
p residency , moved arm y headquarters fro m the

"Come III alld SlOpllleDraft"

SECOIII WmlEClmm& OFFICE.
Great Inducements for :Men to Come

Forward end Serve their Country!
•

$50 Cash paid when sworn in! and
$183 Cash Paid when ordered to

leave the State !

.\ lso ... P" week from the d t,.·,
.~

813 p4'r JloRth from URilrdSllItes.
' · Itl .~•• __" t '. au"~ ....r __

-'01......._ ,.., _ • _.~ •• ......-_. Ill_ • us.er_ .t__............~ ('10.1 . " will ~
-.....- ._, ~. __I I el ... , r_ al..._...._.
508 Dollars!
Plee.e W.lk in end Sign the Book.1

Major W!'ol. H . GOH IIA.\I.
HOBERT F.. Low,

B ........ IIll • • ~..ru..

Rfl/\ 1-......

G..n ....o w MlI4ll • •t'J pro""u,,d 10 Cir.·jl Will' roldli"'I . aJ In

. hu /862 b,O<Id.l«h, U'f'T" whllfkd to p rIKtlully ..Dlllmg In

,II .. /'OJ""'II ' y"'rJ.

ca p ita l city to Saint Louis in a fir of piq ue, just
as Gen eral Winfield SCOII had moved headquar­
ters (0 New York C ity during his feud with Sec­
retary of War jefferson Davis in the 1850s. Once
again. vari ous staff departments, line co mma nds,
and branches of the service str uggled for the
shr in king appropriations which an ('H lIlomy­
minded Congress tossed 10 them. Reconst rucno n
policv w hich the army was designa ted to im ­
p leme nt . remained a controversial issue through­
out the first post war decade. The arm)' made few
influem ial friends. bu r manv Im porta nt enemies.
as a rMouh of the sou the rn occupauon . To com­
p lete the con fusion tha t the army felt regard in g
us place in American society. Co ng-ress and the
execu tive bo th were incons istent in their ap­
p roaches to Indian policy. Often, the army was

•
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left to auempr u s own ..ohuion 10 that problem av
~l it could. ln van a b lv. bluftoah Irom gelwT;l!s
to pTlvat~ we re damned eit her b\ western In d ia n ­
hat er s or eastern huma nita rian s a s the res u lt of
any r'our se rhev pursued in rhe \\'r ..l. ll

For enli sted men . rransiuon from b rl(e volun­
tecr fo rce In ..mall re-gula r a rmy mea nt rei urn to
living condiuons rh.n ma ny considered ha rel v
human " The ann-bellum armv had been no ronou-,
(or .... stet n discipline. l)urlllg the war, volunteer
reg tmenrs ill wh ich OUi(-t"H a nd men were often
neig h bor.. helped I('Ia Xdisciphna rv rules some­
wha t. Bu t after 1~6:, ,, prewar puni ..h menr s re­
su rned within the miluarv just ire ..)'..tem th at
meted mil di fferent p uni shment s to o ffend ing- o f­
Fir er s tha n to enl is ted nu-n g u ilt y o f - inula r
ninwI>, Indeed, mrl itur v courts ntu-n gave wildlv
varvme se n ten ces for the same r-rnnr-, :h o ne ..0 1­
dier wreue III UIi7 . " :\n wo nd er Pri vate Bavone r
lose.. fa it h in jusriee. when he hnd.. thai P riva te
Ra m rod receives o n ly one mont h '.. irn p rison meru
for pT("(i\{' ly the same offense fOT whit h he re­
cetved Ih lt't' ."l t

Bad . mono tonou.. food, summed up III th e (On"
airy r ha lll " Fo n,!' mi h-s a da ,!' on ht'an.. and ha ~' in
th e Rt"gula r Arm y - 0 1" plagued the irregu lar1\­
paid ;md rarel y rutal t"d co m ma nd .. lIll tilt" from it""
Ci,' i l ia n m u b.. bt'd t"\'iltll ..o ld ien <I ",iKIH'd. to
coa..lal OTIN:On..lIUflIOIl dUl )'. The pubhc l('ntiN I
to ..1("U·u l\-pr en li~I("'(1 men 3.. l~nOIa fll 10re l~nt"I " "

"dow n·alld-ou le I~" " 'ho " -ou ld nOI wor l " 0 1 , 'in ­
lefll lOu,l;h... An d " a il e, ,ears of faJlhfu l 'tt'ni(e,
nOI Iel irt"fIl t'1lI pt"n" IOfh bUI Iht' dubiou\ r hal ily
of a So ld it"r' \ H o me a " 'a i ted a l';:ed a nd u nfi t t"n ­
listed m t"Tl ,n

For black ..oldi el ", M'J.: l e~a l('(1 int n t .....o ra\'a h)
and. 1.....0 in fa n tTY regitllt'l1h wilh whitt, o ffil t'r..,
the ..nub.. we re palluularly fieHe . bo th from (-i\'i l­
ian .. a nd fw m ol he T..ol diels" inrludlllK Iho'>t' o f­
firers "'ho " 'ould Iatht'T bt-' rnu ..It"T('(! OUI th an
sene with lhe " buffa lo ..oldieIs," Dt'spil e Iheil
rt"lall\'t'Il Inw dt"!!ot'Tllo n Ia lt'!> a nd Ihe ir fa ilh ful
'>(""i«('. blar l troop.. rou ld nOI compt'le for o ffi­
r eI..' rom mission, and . lIfllil the m id· 18B1ll>" were
barrrd frOIIl an illt'l l a nd ..ta ff dt' IMtl l1lt' tl h be­
ca u\(" whi te o ffice rs" ilid udi nK Glalll alld
Shf"TIlMll . twli t'\ ,t"d thaI spt.T ia lin· d sk ills Well'
lx'yond lht'i r abi lil ies.16

l\'t'i theT hlacks 1I0r whilt's cou ld t"xpt"Cr mllrh
matelial ~a i n in a n ar my rarttr. Pa y wa s extre me-

h lo w'. Privates received a total of 51 :S per month .
corporal v 51:;" rnocr \('r~ealll" iii" and those f,"",
enhvu-d men who ranked a.. 'ot'mnr "erg:t"a lll\ 0 1

OIhel hig hlv trained "I)("c ia lis ... bet wee n $20 and
S:Sol. Thev- pay "t'a lt.,\ remained ronvtanr until 1111'
rum of rhe o- n ru rv. When lo w IM \ is added 10
10....· ..tauts, poor living condi uon-. and few o p '
po nun iuec to r ad\;IIlCl'lTIt" llI ,i l i.. hanflv ..urpr i..­
ing tha i desertion I;Ue\ ra nged betwee-n seven a nd
thjrtv -rwo percent uf in Ial enhsrcd vu ength dUI '
in~ the filS! rwemv year.. alter AppUtllallo)" Y

Whf" JI Bu rn , ide e ntered thr- ,l\t'na le m 187S " hi"
mi fitatv experience m.ldc h im a n oh' lous r hoir e
for a .... ignmenr 10 tlu- miluarv ;llb iIS commun-e.
HIs fi l \l tOl ..k a.. a member of that 1 ommiur-e W;I\

10 ill\'t"\tig-alt' impeachment r ha rge .. a gum st Ser .
rel<llYof Wa r Will iam W . Belkml p , whn ha d h"t"n
arou..cd of receivin g kn kbark s 0 11 In di an rrader -,
appouunwn t.."I ~

Burnside's long-range objence wav virrular ro
th a t a ..surned bv po we rful OhIO C.clll~Ie....man
james A. Garfie ld - 10 cou nter the rendem v of
Democ ra ts. o tren th e majornj' p.U ly' III the H o use
dUTln~ tht" U!70 ,> and II:UIO... a nd rCOllom ,'-mi ndtll
Republic-an , to sla ..h army a pprnpl i;ll io n, Ix"ln w
..tl1, ..i\l t"lIl l.' k\'t'l s. Oppmiti oll 10 tht , a n ny illt Iud ·
I.'d t"X-\'fllur ll tTI ge nt'la b suc h as St'lla [OI JOhll A.
Lo gall alld Rf'p lt.""""lIlali,'f' Ikll]a lTllll Bulin , who
h;td pt'hona l KIlId!i!:e,> a~alll \ l Iht ' U'l(UlaI a rnn'. a,
w('11 a ....nU lhern [)t"mOt tals" lIlall ' of them ex "
Confrot"ralt" o ffire , ... an~l\' OWT kdelal Re( o n ­
slJurtion polirie... ~Ian)' nonheTll l 'k:morl a h . lOll.
fdl lha l Ihe a Im, had roulllenalln"tl Repllblt <'1Il
[raud in Ih(' Sout h Oil t"lc'n ion d;ty in IKi6.
A,l.;:alll..l ..lIrh formidahlt' Oppt J\il io n to th(' am\\' ,
Civil War ht"TOe'> "lit II a.. BUTll sitlt· a lltl Gatfit'ld
fou nd it lJ('C(· .. .. ary In ll'.(" th eir presti ge 10 ralh
pro-arm y forn 's IXlIh wilh in anti o llhidl;' (:011­

g rt's ....9

T o undt' T<,core lh t· ""I iollsn('\.. o f HJIlK'e....lonal
opptl..ition to Ibe arm, ,, Oll(' nt't'd o n h ' point 10
e\-enl\ o f 1877. "hen Congress - ..Iill up'>t't m -er
Ihe 1876 pres idt'ntial ron test - adjoumoo wll h ·
o u t \ OIing a mU lIIlr lJa ~' bi ll for Ih t' almy. EWT~'

of hceTa nd e n li ..lro man in th r n"Kular aTIIl~ Wt"1ll
for fiw month , wilho u t pay. O nl y a llt'r th e 1877
rai lro.ad str ike.... in wh it. h widnpn'ad tiL Mur ba l1t.'('S
by Ulltlt-Ipaid. workt" .. In \(' \'('Ia l urban area s
fr iKhlefl('t1 bu sill es' !lwn a nd d('mOIl\ tra loo Ih t·
polential o f troop.. as rio t police. wa .. a speria l
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'tt'\, iun of COIl~l('\S lon H' IIMI 10 pa \\ th e long ­
overdue p;n .1\ l. ~o

1'01\' 111 1\. 1'\ 1)1:'11<111\' 101 l,fli ll· r\. threatened rhe

.um v du rin g IIII' I Hio\ , Rt'llI t' \ I'lIlaI IH' l lenrv
Ban ni ng : Ikmonal an d ex- I 'u io n gt' lln;11. pro­

pov-d a redm uon 01 SIon I)('! year fIJI ju ni or
o ff icl' rs III IHi li , 1 (J 1Il" ! lI l l11~ fllpp;ulI ly that "sma ll
xalaricv a te I)( ' ~l 101 yotlll~ otfi n 'r \ who know ht ­
II,' o f lilt' n-al \'ai ll" o f lllo llt,y, II n-ae hev rhem 10
a voi d t'''' II; I\' '',~; II ''t' and p r;\( lilt· erononr v." At the
ume. yea rlv \a la!in ra tun-d h orn SI ,.IOO for in ­
fa llln '1'( ont! lit'Ult'nanl ,\ ltl $3/100 for (OIOlll' h,

Pt'llia l" half of Wh'll olh"1 ( fl llc~e-t ra illed mt'll in
dnlla n \'ota lio n" (,(lUld t-alll, On h lilt' , Iux k o f
the CU'l,'! m<!s'<!r!t· ,;1\'('(1 lhe a rlll \, fro m lhe,e
P.J.~ rUI\.~ 1 I'ro l )( l\t-d IM\ rl'lhKl io n .., fo rn' It'(ltl c ­
linns Ilf rill' !Ht)(h ,tllIl IH7(h, a nd b r k o f an ap­
propriation hill l !'In umlt'r \t o lt ' th t" di ffi, uh i('\
la n 'd h\ Blu n' lde , (; ;ulid d , a llil IheIT a lia·...

Dur ing hi' ('Illi l" ' ·ung-It' .... iOll.l1 ca rttr. Burnside
lOok Ihe u,ua l '>('na lOllal in lt'reM In m in o r mil i·
ta ry issm'~, sm h as ind l\ id ua l relid bi ll s IIlvoh'·

in g \Old ie!s III p;lIh of the a rmy suc h a\ t he I"i ~

department . a nti lon~-dt'll i ed p rolllol ioll \ ,22 L'n ­
lik e most mem bers of ConKrt"~' he w t-n t bevond
these mauer s. Hi s fi"l ITM jOr dforl at ref o rm in
sprl n!!: 1878 involved hl:« k etthvr me n rs. Ill- wa n t­
ed 10 open a ll br ant he a nd deparunent-, o f the
a rmv 10 blacks, Hi <, 01111111111" o n ra,'e wem 10 hav e
bee-n qune ,' nli~hl l"r J('d : pe-rha ps pe rsonal expe r­
Iences OIl I ount for th i" 11i\ dt'Cidffi l \ hiendlv rc­
Ianonchip w u h hi, 111;11 k ' aiel, Ro ht' ll H o llowa v,
las ted for Ih u ly ~ea", fro m Bu rn sid e's an tllerv
da y", to the end of h is Ii l f'. :~ The .~t'n t'ra l \ ,el\lCt'
..... i th hlar k 1100'" dUflll!!: ItII' C i, il Wa r convi nced
him that the prejudice which (unfi llt'd Ih"1II to

'o('!!:re~atnl unitv "";1\ irra tiona l as ",'ell as unfair ,
T ilt" navv had aflowed blacks 10 'o('l\e with wh iles.
The armv. he fdl vhould 10110w ~U1I :

T il l' po,ull(m 01 a" enlisted ,w ld ,n In lhl'

L'nued ,\ l tl l l',\ """1\' II thr 0111\, pO,IIIIO" 11011'1'1'1\'
Opl'I1 10 OU1 cnlarrd ntl:nu, and I ran ,\('t" "0
ua.wlI u,lI\ tlln' " uw ld Iml br aJ '1('(' in tius
respect a ,l m all "tht"Y} . II tilt" colored p('op/~ arr

III lor lo fdu1.\ III alt tll~)' should be enlisted for
all\' dill\' 1m u' !ll, h thrv ma), b~ p~',\OI1all)' qual.
I/I~d , . _ It II obl~( ted that t "~ m/1l~I",{{ 01
,oJ01~d "" ld ,n.1 With 11'I"t~ O"~.1 would b~ a hard­
,I h ,p to ,11, 11 ,/"" ,1 , I ra n U, 110 1 11.1/ / ( ' HI thrs
al,l!.umnll. II u 1.1 a hQ1d,I/IIp to tI" I1'hlf~ clll::nl.l

O/OIH (0101 tn' to a\lonal, 11·,,11 the ,0101('d n t,­

::1"11 .' m thr pn/ormrmc(' 01 p u bl IC dlllll'.I, and II
I/'t" Tfl{htJ of c(J/or('d m r" are 1o be rt".\t,lct~d, thrn
thr ru le should a/Jph' to all pu blIC p Olill m u ...
II 'hal would br thOllg},t 01 a statute w ll/(h would rr­
q wrt' that (01lt ,Ip n ll u d ,Itall',\ should bl' rep resen ted
b\' rotored M'llflto" r

Burmide al-,o ;u Kuet! that r i ~ h\S of wh ites 10
1'1l1i ~1 ill black n-g irm-u ts we-r e unronvutuuonaflv
currailed . an <l 1 ~ U ll1t' nl rather r'Ifet tive against
Democrat«: opponent-, of hi s bill." Blar k leaders
differed on thr enfi cuneru 1\ \tH', though . w-tth
,orne \pok(,\IIH' JI cl ai miJl~ lhal if 110 n '!!:illl('lII S
w('re re\er\,('(l fI ll hl;uk \t' !\' ilenl l'Jl. rt'(rUilln,e; o f­
ficers would rdu'>( ' to " lI l i~t all )' bla lks, Burmid,'
t'\ t'nlUall )' d1.l11~('d hi s mind ; 1\1" and o lhe r Re­
pu hlKam were \1 11M k('d b)' tht, mut ilation of a
blac k We'l " "illl cadel in IHl'lO and d('le rm ined 10
p rolt'Cl b laf k ..o ld il'u fro m simila r anu \i' , t' \t' ll if
\I'~ T1'g;& lI(ln were Ih,' o n l,' means 10 ach ie\ e Ih is
end , ~~ T h" t d ilemma Irllla ined ull sol ved for Ilear­

I~ IhrN' quallt' I'" o r a ce nt u rY' . u lll il Prr sidelll
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Harry S. Truma n desegrega ted the Uni ted. States
Army by exer-utive order.

In 1880 Bu rn side focused on a nothe r proble m
that peren nially faced enlisted men . Since rhe ear­
ly davv of the republic. no reti re me nt pension , for
any leng th of service. was available 10 aged. so l­
diers. In 1851 a Soldiers' Home was estabhs bed .
the upkeep of which carne out of so ldiers' pay ,
Officer retirement was introduced only in 1861,
when Congres s finally realized that the re-gular
army 's generals. men well into o ld age , could not
lead armin mto rhe field against the rebe llious
South .w In rhe years rhat Iollowed, officers a nd
co ncerned civilians. Burnside among them , de­
bared merits of various reti rement schemes as a
way 10 ensure rbar talented and youthful officers
could find promouons to field - and general ­
otl icer rank. Rarely, however. did observers con­
cern themselves with men in the ranks. Burn side
had co ns iderable svmpathv for enlisted men.
whose problems included borh the retirement is­
sue and attempts to discharge a ll married men.
even IhOM' who had received the required per­
mission before marryi ng . Congre..s th ough t tha t
an army with neither a retireme nt system nor any
enlisted men wi th dependen ts would be cheaper
to run, even rhnugh such p rovis ions would drive
out man y good soldie rs ."

Some soldiers sensed that Burn side ca red abou t
the ir p light . H (" received a lener in 1878 from
Sergea nt H ugh Mcljon ald , an infan tryma n sta­
tioned in Michigan , wh ose famil y was threatened
by the auem pt 10 bar reenlisrmeru o f, and provide
no retirem ent pension 10 , married men . McOon­
ald's friends had told him that Burnside would
listen , and the sergean t pleaded to the former
genera l:

I a.'lA: you in Iht' ,/amt' oj God, do som ething for
U.'l . I havt' .1{1V('rl the best yt'aT.'l oj my liJt' to m y
cou ntry. I haue three bl'autiJul children w hom I
idolize , and iJ I am th row n on th e world th ,.
poor-hou.~t' will bt' my lo t, an d death: .'Ioont'r than
th ai. At ll'a.~l allow all who hau" re-enlisted I1S

manit'd mt'n to r,.mam m tht' army a,s long I1S

Ihry w i.'lh. fI

A bill, in rroduct'd by the military affa irs com ­
miut"{" in 1880, auemplt'd to dea l wilh pari of
Sergea nt McDonald 's problem, enJislt'd r("t ir("­
m("nl. Burnside had hoped to includ(" retifement
p rov isions for priva tes as well as for non<om-

missioned officers , for in the sma ll post -Ci vil War
regular army it was en u relv possible for a man 10

M'T\o'(" severa l en listmen ts honorably without reo
ceiving even a corporal's chevrons. The co mmit­
tee, however . more ronoemed with the cos t of
pensions, rejected Bur ns ide's view. Y("I when the
bill . thai provided retirement pay for sergeants
and cor pora ls with Ihirty years' service, went to
the senate Iloor for debate, Burn side spoke in irs
favor:

The rt'tirt'd lut created by thi,s bill will bt' wry
sme ll. a.s l 'ny ft'w non -commissioned oiiicers li t,t'
to .'It'TVt' thir' y o r Ihirty -fil't' yt'ar5. These I1U'n
cou ld no' hal !t' rrtruuned on dUly and served a.'l
non -commissioned ofJiuu for thlrry )'t'an unth ­
o UI bt'inK good mt'n , and tne ,samt' am ount of
indu,s,ry, falthfulnt'u and braVt'ry m cunl liie
would halJf' giVt'n tht'm co m petenc ies of .samt' sort ,
Thry art' una bit' to tak.t' cart' of tht'm,s,.lu,.,s now;
and hert' wt' aft' , hlgglmg at ,ht' pa.'l5agt' of a law
whICh will probably put ,slxfy or ant' hundred of
them on the rt'tlud li5t , U't' wert' not actualt'd b)'
.'Iuch [eelings wht'n ,ht' co unt ry wa.s In dangt'T .

Bu rn side added a warning 10 his fellow senators
in words which summarize his a ttitude toward
army reform : " It is to the interes t o f th is govern ­
mern to have an efficiern Army, a nd wha t we
must look 10 when legislan ng for the Arm,.· is no t
so much what th eir services art' worth in dollars
and cents. as how 10 keep up the esprit de cor ps
in the Arm y: '" But despit e i ts modest p rovi sions ,
the ret irement bill failed. En list ed men had no
reuremem system until 1885.' °

Burnside's most ambiti ous att empt at army re­
form began in 1878, when Hou se minori ty leader
Ga rfield won ap proval for a joint Senate-House
com mi ttee to investigate and report on army re­
organization . Becau se of the interest which Burn­
side. Garfield and Lieutenant Co lonel Emory
Upton took in the project, the resulrlng report
o utli ned the most thorough plan for army reform
o f the era . Garfield had recemlv publ ished an
art icle o n reorgani zation in the N ort h Amt'rican
Review . thai included sta temen ts from severa l
nOled gen erals, Sherma n a mo ng Ihem . on the
nl"f'd for reform. All s(J("ssecl inadequacy of the
system Ihm in use, wh ich sepa ratt'd the staff from
th(" line comma nds mak in l/; il Jesponsib le on ly 10

the secJetary of war . and poinred 10 the Prussian
gr-neral staff system as a mo re I"ffici("nt model.
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Ga rfield's Ihi nki nR wa s Inspirt"d by Sh ennan 's pro­
teK(', Colone l l 'pton. a voung Civil War hero and
an experl on organization of Europea n a nd Asian
annie...'·

When Congre.... voted 10 for m the comminee of
two senator-s and fin' represemauves o n ~Ia ~' 15. it
was na tura l (or Burnside to be chosen. That he
became its cha irma n doubr les.. pleased G arfield,
t'slwci a lly sinn' Burnside had a lready pro posed an
a me nd me n t to the app ro pria tio ns bill th at was
inte nded to tx'Rin reorganization of the ar mv.u
Burnside's C ivil War notoriet y and hi .... u ong in ­
tere..t in reform guaran teed thai h is commiuee's
rep0rl would recei ve ample publici ty.

T he joint committee began irs work in J u ly at
the capi tal c ity and con rmued OIl Wh ite Sulphur
Springs. Virginia . From tbe tim, Burnside must
have real ized tha t comprorru-es wo u ld be neces­
sarv. Wh ile he and lhree other mem bers. Sena to r
Preston Plumh and represcm anves Horan '
Strai /o!;h t and Ha rr y While , were Republi(·ans. lhe
Democra tic members incl u<lt-'d two ex-(',o nfrtle ra le
genera ls. Sena tor Matlhew C. Bueler and R('pre-

wmarive George Dibrell whose consmuem, bit­
terl y remembered the army" role in Reconstruc­
lion . The seventh member was no ne other than
Henrv Baruuug , ne mes i.. o f the army."

Wit h th i.. composuiou. the slender Republican
major it y in the Sen at e, and Democram domin­
anr e of the House, no wo nd er rhe rommunv
"deemed it Kood and suffiriem 10 ronduc 1 the
proceedings ith closed d oo rs." Urriorrunatelv.
the closed 'ot' ions male II impossible (or hivtor-
ians 10 pinpoint the roles of each member In
shaping Ie/o?;i ..lauon which evemuallv emerged .
Al te-r len dan of hearings. during \...ha h ..o ld iers
and ci \iliam alike tesnfied. the committee ad­
journed for the season. Mt'('lIn !'; again in :'\e \...
York City in mid -November . it worked O U I its
differences behind closed doors. Burn sid e sub­
mill ed rhc cmn mi nee's report to Congress on
December 12. 1878.'i

Thai re port summarized the mawive arm\ re­
organizauon bill . ....·hich remai ned 724 separate
secnons. including a S("'( lion which listed the
articles of war. The bill . and releva nt commentary
h om arruv o ffuer s. was primed in a la rge volume
ear lv in I87!!, I I.. \'er)' bu lk led an u nsvm p.u heric
romme nraroi wriung fur rhe- Nat ion 10 q ui p.
"T he bill to red uce and reorf;i;an izt' the Armv ...
is a la r mi ng ill ..ill' as well as in so me o f i l ~

COIllI'IlI." Sherma n. in a 1t'1I('r to his second in
comma nd. G('nl' ral Ph ili p II. Sher ida n, was more
10 the point : "The bill i~ ..0 infernal 10nK tha t it
offers a vast ..urface (or attack ." Sherma n's poim
wa s valid, bur Burnside and the comminee en­
visaged de velopme n t o r a "condensed and rom­
pi Ne mi luarv lode" th a t was M)ft'h' nee-de-d by th e
army of the 1870s. Everuual!v. Burn side KaW' in to
r riuci sm and withdrew all but scvernv ..ecti ons
dealin g spe(-irica lly with n-orga n izarion."

T he reorgan ization hi ll ..ho ....-ed the influen ce nf
Bann ing a nd the southerners . T he size o( the en­
listed force. excl uding the SienaI Corps, was <,('1 at
2S.000. The general o fficer comingeru ....-a .. 10 be
reduced to IWO major generals and fo ur brigadier
gene rals by leavin g vacancies unfi lled. and ranks
of gene ra l and lieu tena nt gene ra l were to be abol­
i..bed upon retirement o r the ....·a r heroes who hel d
them , Sh erman and Sh eridan . 'The commi nee
planned 10 reduct' the numbe-r nf regiments, mak ­
inK tht' line more com pa n. Although lht· a rli llery
would re ta in a ll fi\'e of it s rt'Kimellls. lhl'" inra ntry
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would b<- CUI from rwemv-I ive 10 eighteen and the
cavalry from ten 10 eigtu . A 10 13 1 of 333 officer
dOh would be elimmared in that mon'," These­
peovivions pleased the economv-minded.

Other proposed changes were relauvelv uncon­
trovereial . :':0 major changes ....·ert' proposed for
the Sl~nal Corps and Corps of Engineers . IWO
branches that had t'xtt'mi\-t' r ivi! du ties. Regi ­
mental chaplains were authorized for infa nny and
cavalrv regiments. replacing the inadequate svs­
It'1Il o f po~1 chaplains. En livred men were prom­
ised their pay at mon th ly illlt'n'al~ or as close to
such a\ possible at frontier IJO\ IS: a lthough the
men were supposed 10 be pai d momhl v under
ree ula uons in ('{(t'C! d uri ng rhr- 1870 \. thai was
rarely rbc p ractice. Some senior sergea nts were 10
recei ve pav rai ses. and sergeants and corpo rals
we-re offered $20 and $ 16 per month respertivelv.
as a way to re tai n good non-commissioned of­
fi(e rs."

The storm of protest over Ihe reorganiza tion
bill came la rgelv fro m sta fl depa rtme n ts rhar felt
badlv treated by ns p ro vis ions . BOIh Bur n side and
Ban ni ng believed the staff to IX' oversized and top­
heavv. and thev recom mended it be mmmed. The
adjutant-general 's and inspector-general's depart­
meno. two powerful 'Haff bu reaus. .....ere 10 be
merged imo a "general staff .... it reform urged by
Colonel Upton . The ronsolidated depa rt men t
....·ou ld number six (t'wer officers than rhe tw o
sepa ra te burea us. Alt hough no sim ilar merger was
pla n ned for the q uanermauer's department and
the subsistence depar tment. wh ich ha nd led su p'
plies . rhe 1w 0 were 10 be rt'dun'd by a combined
10lal of fifty· four oHic('rs. In li ke mann('r, ,he pay'
dt'pan melll wa\ <;e hed u led to lo \!' S('\'elllt't' n of if \
\Ia ff anu lhe medical w rps wfluld lose {'Iev{'n
su rKt'o m . The OId na nce co'l" It'lt pa nicularl y
hard hil ; it wo u ld lose fOlly-nine of il \ officers
and il\ au thorizalion 10 man ufacture arms and
a mmu nilion as ....·e ll. SlaH d{'panRlt' nts (ou nd
ready a llies in posl n aden . mercha nt \ who held
exdu~ i \'e gO\'emmenl connacl.. 10 sell good\ al
i<;olau-d pam. in('vitabh· at in flaled pric('\ . T he
Burn \ ide bill aboli\hed Iheir office\, dou blle<;s 10

Ihe dt'l ight of homier Rarri<;Oll$, who!ot' me mber<;.
both oHict'u and men . ....·ere cooslant l)' in dt'bt 10
~I lrader..."

The bill aiM) prO\'ided a detai lt"d sySiem (or
ofl iCt'r re lir('mem Ihal enraged tho!ot' o lder offiet'ts

who wished 10 spend (he rest of their lives on
active durv. as in the amebellum arm)'. The plan ,
w hk h definitely shows Burnside's influence, re­
quired renremem at age vixtv-rwo for all colonels
or below who had served at I('asl rwentv years. A
"reserved list" was established lor officers between
the ages of \ixIY and \iXl~'-I""O who had served the
minimum twenty vears: the!lt' offirerv could be
assigned to acnve du tv. a t the army's option .
Fie ld- and cornpanv-grade ofli«''l\ over sixtv-t ....·O
bur with le\s than tw('my years service as olfirers
....-ere 10 be d ischa rged and Kiv('n a lum p-su m gra ­
lUil)' based on thei r service. Oenerals could re­
ma in on acti ve d uty unt il aKe sixtv-Iive. Pro ­
visions were abo made 10 disc harge or retire o r­
firers who were p hy\ ica lly or men tall y un fit.w

O fficer pro motions were to h(' jitO\'t'rned by
seniori ty with in eac h branch of the se rvice. such
as infantry or art ille ry. rather tha n ....·ithi n each
regiment, as was the case u nder existing regula­
l ions. Furthermore, candida tes for pro motion 10
the rank of major or above wo uld have 10 pass an
oral examination administered by a boa rd of three
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sen io r o fficers." These provi sions. cou p led ..... ith
the p roposed ren remen r system, att empted to re­
move o bvrarles to promotion that had kept man y
talented off ic-n s in junior grad es unt il .....ell into
middle age, However. the bill threat ened man y
olde r o{fic't'rs, who feared reurernent , and much of
the powerful s taff,

The arm y was sp lit over the merit s of rhe bill ,
with many o fficers publid y choosing sides. Gen.
eral Sherman favo red rhe Burnside bill. as did
Upton , Gen eral John Scho field - destined 10

co mma nd the army witb in a decad e - belie ved
"the bill merit s the cordia l support o f the Army ."
The staff, of co urse . opposed its own reducucn.
and staff de partme nts offered co nsiderable di ssent
agai nst ret irement prm-'isions , Adjutant Genera l
LD. T ownshen d sta ted f1 all y, "The pr esent svs­
tern is good eno u!'th .HTIlt' most influe ntia l o p­
po nent o f the bill within the ar my .....as General
Sheridan . who sa id: "As 10 the reorganization of
rhe army under th e bill , I can no t gi st' il my

cord ia l vu ppor t. I th ink Iht· p resent orga niza tion
is good a nd .....1' 11 sui red to our w estern Ircrmer"! '
The army was fa t from agreeme nt o n issues rai sed
by Bum -ide 's bi ll .

Dis·ision of o p inion was intense within Con­
,li;Tess . Ban nin,li; 's s trong sup po rt o f the bill sp lit
Democ rats in the H ou v-, whf"rt' rhe vo te , taken
after several day s of debate. was close. but the bi ll
was defeated . 95 10 90. :\Ieanwhilt' , in the Senate.
Bum vide led the fight for the bill. Sections re­
lann g to rolev o f Ihe com mand ing ge neral . rhe
secretarv of war . and rhe pre..idem in the cha in o f
command, ca me under sharp cri ncism by bo rh
senators a nd inlluenua l pubhcarions like the
N ati on. T o cha lges rba r tht" bill inf ringt'd o n con­
sutuuonal roles of the IWO civili an o fficials.
Bum vide retorted that his bi ll wo uld limit the
presidenr 's po ..ve- r to appoi n t sla ff officeTs 110

more than tha r o ..-er any o ther a ppoin tmen ts .
"Under this bill he ca nnot appoi nt an officer in
the staff dcpanmemc unless he is ill the Army . . .
Ol herwi\(", lhf'y [the apponu menu] "" ill be lell
ennre lv 10 the will of the President . "" at the
solici tation o f Ineuds ou tside the Arm y." t! Despite
rhe eltons of Burnside and hi s sup por ters. th e
Sen at e had nOI a pproved the bill by th e lime the
House had rejected u. even though Burnside had
wi thdrawn all sections tha t did nor deal wit h
reorga n il~l l ion .

Durin."; the firS! wee-k of Febru ary 1879 . ill th e
wake o f tilt" House vers ion's defeat. Banning
moved that the M' \'('n ty reoreanuauon sections of
tilt" bill , till' version still under senate considera­
tion , be a ttached to thc' a rmy a pp ropr ia tions bill.
the n on the lloor. Banning 's tacrir- succeeded on
Feb ruary R, by a vote of 101 In 91 , a comfortable
margin . Now Burnside had a second chance in
the Sf't1alf'.H

The senate- appropriations com mi ttee. led by
James G. Blaine and William Windom, stalled
Cla iming tha i their heav y workload pre ..'erued a
thorough review of merits of the proposed a mend.
mem, the y rec ommended thai it be dropped.
Bumvide ex p loded in Iruvtrarion: "T here has been
a hue and oy again..t this bill fro m the vt'Jy
moment ir was IqX)f({'{1. wbere has rbat oy come
from? Much o f it from the sla ff bureaus of rhe
Army" .. " J must Soay tha t some of these officers
ha ..'e gone beyond the line of dut y. pa rt icularly in
Wash ingto n, whi ch has almost tu rned u self int o a

'1
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bureau of new..paper r-orre..pondence." On Febru ­
arv 22. the Sena te Iinall v vo ted o n th e a me nd­
m en t, k illin~ i r b)' a lo psided ·1;' ro 18 ." Con-
~ rt.., ..iona l at tempt s 10 reform rhe armv tailed . 10

be aba ndoned for nearlv a generaricn .
n llrin .~ the tare IHMO.. and 11'190... reformers

with in the- armv look the in itiatin' . Under th eir
proddi ng . "Rn ifica nr refo r m s. m cluding a ge neral
sra ff. r a me at l a ~1 in 1903. Burnside, no doub t.
would have wa nted 10 a id Iht' ll etten duri ng hi s
\t"('ond cen ate te rm . 10 whn h he ha d been elec ted
ItI IRHO, Bill he di ed vuddenlv in fall 188 1. three
mour hv befnre rhe new r .nn/l:rl' .... met. Indeed. th e
('all y 181'10.. ma rked a t'han /l:in/l: of the guard: all
th e major refo rrnerv o f Bum..ide'.. day were gone .
( ;alfi rld . from whom Shenna n and Upton {'xJ-X"c1 ­
ed g;ncxl th ings, became prt'sidt'llt in 1881, only to
fa ll vnt irn to an a ..sa ....in th e- ..arne yea r. Upton ,
plague-d hv fib o f depr e....ion p roba hlv re..ulung
Irom a brai n turnor . kilh-d h im wlf th at ~pn nJi!:.

Sherman . approachi ng old :I/l:e, re tired from th e
armv a nd fro m public lift' in 11'183, pa s~ing o n rhe
comma nding general '.. pml 10 Sheri dan. who con­
li nunllo OppO<of' "Ia ff rt'fOlm ...H \\'hl'n long­
awa itro refor m s caml', ft"w of Iht' Ci \"il War gen ­
era tion rl'mai nro to celt'bratt' th t'm .

8 u rn ..ide ha .. htoen aplh dt'''' r ibnl. a~ " ill ­
~ larrNi" b~' m ili ta r\' hi"lIl liall Robt"u lll l("y. A.. h i..
Ci \'il Wa r ca Tttr ha~ rrt,("i\'('{1 "t'\t'Tt' nltlu sm, <;.()

ha l t' hi ~ a llempls a l a r m\' rt"for m ht't'"n ..comrtl .
"'Amnn~ Ih t' m ore immNli al t' COI U,"-'S fo r th e fail ­
lilt" o f tht' [rrorga ni /.alion} b ill wa \ the les~ tha n
~k il lf ll l way in whic h BUTIl ..ide , parrieularl~'" rep­
r e ~I'IUt"d II III th e- Sena te ," wrOlt' Bernard Boylan
of tilt' 1878-l fl79 attempt. lIi s jlld~('ml'nl. ba ..ed
m ainl y on Ihe len~lh of th e o rig; ina l bill, dt'mon­
..trate~ how t'asy it is to dt'ni Rratt' a lost dforl. t 6

A ~ we have S('("n , ConRn''' ~ {olllained larRe 1'11"­
nwnh whidl o pposed a lmos t an y conceivable
for m of \ Ia ndi n~ a rmy , a n tl lJlt' a rm y it M"lf ""as
d i\ idrti o n the refor m i..~ Ut· , ..ilHe IXlwer ful \ ta U
dl"parllnl'nr ~ rea lized Ihat tdor m.. wo u ld jropard.
ill' Ihei r \"I Tlual ind qX'"ndl"n{t' of hn(" co m ma nd...
l)l'lhap~ no o ne cou ld ha\'t' ~U( ('t"t"dro under thoS('
circu ms la ncMo. In Ih t' wak e o f Ihe Spani ..h -Amt'r ­
ican War , Congress. di ..l lIl bnl. by ~laU- line wr anl';: ­
l in K d uri ng; thai bril'f connie! , aKai n deha tro
modt'rmla lio n o f th e a rml, ..... lIh refOlmers adopl ­
ing ProfXJSdh fro m But mide".. b ill. Ag:ain " Ihe
..Iaff a nd ih a lliMo in C.ongrt"ss a nd wilhin th e

offir 1'1 tOl p.. un ited ro envure delear of reform s.
Even wit h grea ter public m ren- ..t 111 the a rmy. a nd
without uld aruagon i..m .. that me mone.. o f Recon­
..uur rion a nd binemess 0""1 In d ia n policv had
caused ItI the past. rhe reform bill failed." Is it so
..urprising tha t Burnside's attempt me-t defeat?

Pr-rha pc the kev 10 the It''OIl/:anilation b ill lie..
in Bum-i de '.. per-sonaluv . H I" wav au rae ted to the
long-ra nae view, which djr tau-d thai a complete
m ili laq rode be de vised . a m ajor reform in useli .
If the b ill beca me o ver ..ieed in rhe pr cll:t'..... he
wo u ld ri sk rha t. From his day~ ;I~ an aTll lk ry
lieutenant through hi.. years in 11)(' Senate.

Humvide dem ons tra ted rhe ..anlt' n-nde-nr v to look
toward th e future. H e real ivt-d th at breec hloading
riflt· ~ would rome to dominau- warfare. and he
Invented a practi cal . dependabh- mod el for hi s
rounuv 'v forces. Il l" uuderstood th at rac ia l preju­
d ire hurt the eff id en cv a nd ..p irit of the ar my"
a nd he u ied to do ..o mt' lhi llK about u. am ici ­
pa li ng hi s govern men t bv three (lila n cr '> o f a ren­
turv. He caw the need Ior enli ..red reuremeno and
raised th e i ....ue. And he kne w. h o m h i~ o wn
e xperre nr e, th a t Ih t' a rm \' m ll..t be modermzed by
rt'for mm g bo lh lht" ~ Ia ff a nd li nt' . lie was n uh
unus ua l bn-ause he undt'r..(U(xll ht·S(" Ih ing .. and
at led upon Ihem at a lim e- wht'n fl'..... olhers ca red
whal becamt' of Iht' a rm \', Tht' arm,' SU T\'I\ed the
doldru m .. o f i t.. dark aRe- in lan bt-<:-au'>(' a fl'w
Ci n l War ht'rot' .. had kill Iheir plt'sl ig;e 10 Iht'
aTm ~"s came a nd defended il s ral ~on d'eHe" rai ..­
in g: i ....ut"s th aI became Ihe ba , i.. o f fUllITe It"forms.
8ulm ide. d(" ~pite Ih l' fa ilurf' of hi s rdorm dforls.
dl' ..eT\'e,> lecogni tion for hi s rol e in moderni zati on
o f th e Un itro State~ Army,
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Covenants or Grace, Covenants or
wrath: Niantic-Puritan Relations
in New England

Since 1676, whe-n Will ia m H ubbard and In o ("3S("
Mather look quifls in hand to write their hi- tones
of Kin/'; Philip's War, h istori a ns ha ve argued
about the- underl ying sig mficam-e of Indi an -white
relations in Z'\( 'W Engla nd.' The hi stonogra phv of
thi~ relation..h lp has hfled vo lumes of fan and
Ianravv . Dur ing the past twentv vears vide-, have
bee-n drawn - Puritan apol()Ki,t~ H 'HU" In d ian
defenders.

But histom al lueranne to the greatest extent
hav avowed a decided Iavorinsm fo r the Pur itans.
In 1958 Duugla ' F. . Leach presen ted a \ ym p.t1he lic
vie....' of Puri ta ns wi thstanding the treachery a nd
traged y of In dia n fronti er wa rfa re in Flintlock
and T omahau.k: :v~w Eng land in K i ng PJllflp'J
Ira r.: Seven vea rs later Alde n T . Vaug han. in hi s
.\'~k' Eri.l{fand Frontier: Puritans and Indians
/"20-/675 . enll( luded that " Pur itans fo llowed a
remarkably humane. considerate. and jU'>1 policy
ill their dealmev w-ith the Ind ians."! Leach and
Va ughan qui, k1y beca me the most no ta ble o f th e
Pur itan s' modern defenderv . T he ir books were
....-ell-wruten and r riucall v well-rece ived. Mor e ­
ove r, th eir ronr lusions r-arried th e respee-tabiluv of
sound scholarsh ip, a quality nouceablv m hsi ng
from ea rlier antiq uarian accou nts.

Before long . however , a ne ....· scholarly inu-re..t
in the America n In d ia n , coupled ....·ith a resurg in g
social ronrern for the pli!i!:ht of na lin' Amer icans
and a forct'fu lne.., in Ind ia n affairs by Ind ia ns
Iht'm<,eh 't'<>, a wa kt'nt'd hi\lorian" to a " new" In­
d ia n hislo n ', one Iha l wo u ld co nct' llIrau' mOle o n
[("(I men and less upon how whi lt's had developed
and im p1t"mt'lI lrt l In di an polic y. As a re~ uh inter·

- \ 1" Lihlnl;ll~i .. ;lind \11, Campbrll ;II'" ,'i,i1inli: 1N'IUHT,;II1

Pro...iMIl("t' C.oll'"ltf'.

by Clenn II'. / _aFan la,Hrc arid Paul R . Campbd'"

pretanon .. of Leach and vaughan have rome un­
der severe anark . T heir must pr m 'oc <ili\'e cnnc.
Fran ci s j ennin gs. que..non s th e reliabili ty a nd
si llcnity o f Puri tan wril ing, a nd record... "As (or
Purit ans." J (·tlItings declares. " I ha n >fou nd no su b­
vran nar ion fm tht' ril iop ie ti..t ponraval of the-m in a
sem i-divine ..ta te superior even 10 the human ity of
the garden varierv of civihzed people." {lsing
hem'fils of combined a nthropological and hivtori ­
cal methcdoloeie.., Jenninli:' depicts Punea ns as
lan dgra bber-, and hvpoe rite-s who couched their
an ions in a rhetoric of jusrificauon that d i",ll;u i..ed
thei r real inu-n uon s - tot al ..ubjugauon of Ih('
nat ive populati on of New Engl and .

Allhough j erm ing.. u ies to set the h i..toric a l
record straight . h i.. studv is fla wed I,," th e polem­
ics of his un merc iful all.u k upon the Purita n..
a nd by his inabiluv to retain a sharp Ioeu.. on rhe
Indians themselves. Im t'ft"'l tin !i!: ly. his book mffers
from the same deficiencies tha i plague th e w orks
of Leach a nd Vaughan : InO m uch about P u rita n s.
10 0 liule about Ind ians. To make mauers wcrw.
th e a rrow Jenn in g.. a im'> a t h i.. Puri tan lill!i!:el
mi sv-s th e mar k. Hi s dogmati c reject ion of th e
H'l'aci ty of Puri tan wl'itin gs «ra ins hi s rr edtbih ty.
O ther hi stori an s. he co ntend .., "accepr the P un ­
Ian'> documenrv as gospel. I have rega rded-the
..outre.. as the ....-ein ng -, of pt 'I'>{}flS with iruerests 10

\('rH' and h;l\t' IIllerpreted Iht'1ll accordingl\".'"
Despile tht' ..horltomlllgs in Jennin/l:s ' inler·

prt' la lion (sur el l 10mI"' P ur ila ns to ld Ih t' trulh ),
hi .. a llli· Purila nism p u is him .-.q uarely on Ihe side
01 the In di an s. As a cri li( ' o f th t' P urita n.., he
~ ta nds as ;1Il Indi an dd('mk r . Pft"dll:ting th at

I
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some reade rs ....·ill rin d h is versio n of hi story "i n­
cred ible," j enninKs su rmises th at "Ind ia ns will
not sha re in such in credulir v: they haw' lon g
kn o w n that pens cou ld be as forked as tongues.ve

One hi storian, revie win g j ennings :s book , pro­
claims that " the hi storiography of Indian-Euro­
pean relations will never be the same."? Of that
there is no doubt. Rut the change is not in the
actual hi storiography (o ther scho lars have casti­
ga ted the Puritans, albeit with less invective);
rather , the age-old histonographical pendulum
has beg un to sweep tow ard the o pposite point of
its arc.'

Admiuedl v. th is tren d is long overdue. Histori ­
am too o ften have neglected to study New Eng­
land Indians apart from the ro le they played in
o bu rucu ne or dis turbi ng expa nsio n o f whi tes
into ne w terri lo ries. Indian s han ' been shadows
on the lan d , cast for on ly a brief lim e, wh o van ­
ished q uick ly fro m the hi storical pa no rama .
Robert F. Berkhoter. jr., writinK in 197 1, heralded

the need for a fresh point of view in historical
wri tin gs about Indians . "Ame rica n Indi an hi s­
tory," he directed . "must move from bei ng pr ima ­
ril l' a reco rd of whi le-Indian re lations to become
rhe slory of Indians in the U nited S ta tev." H is­
torians must m ove "India n actor s to the ren ter of
th e stage" 10 mak e "Indian- Indian re lations as
importa nt as whi le-Indian ones have been pre­
vious lv." Such a conce nt ra tio n would p roduce a
..ne....· Indian hi story" that wo uld .... Iuse the ge ne ral
and recurr ing in Indian h i1>tor y with th e uni q ue­
ness o f the 1>Iories o f spt'c ific indi viduals and the
socia l and cult ural ent ities in the mu lti tude of
tribes.....

One recen t article that a ttempts to follow
Berkholer's model for th e writ in g of Indian his­
tor y is Timothy' j. Stohr 's "~ i n i Kre t ' s Tactics of
Accommoda tion - Indian Diplomacy in Xew
En gland 1637-1 675." 1' Stohr co mp lai ns that "In­
d ia na have seemed fa r too passive ..... h ile history
has appeared far too simple." It is not difficu lt 10

determ ine wh ich side o f the pendulum 's parabola
Stohr likes best . He not es tha t h istorians too often
"have ignored the act ions of Indians who had 10

adopt stra teg ies to deal with th e w h ire "p rob­
lem.:"!' He moves fro m th is premise and exam­
ines vario us means that Ninigret. sachem of rhe
Niantic Ind ians o f Rhode Island , used to prolong
and protect a utonomy in hi s con fron ta tion with
dominaung tendencies of En glish colon ists.

Like j enn ings, Sehr is firmly o n the Indians:
side. Rut by omi mng th e malediction that per­
meat es j ennings' s work , Sehr succeeds in det ail ­
ing the method", Nmi gret used in his diplomacy
w ith Puritans (If Massachusetts and Connecticut.
He also maintain s an unwavering concent ra tio n
upon hi s su bject. He dot's not lost' sigh t of
Ninigret and the Niantics by digressing about
Puritans. fn fan , Sehr ha s very little tr say direct­
ly about Puritans. What he does say, however.
leav es some definue impressions. none of ....-h ich
are particula rl y co mpli me n tary toward the En K­
li sb . Hence Stohr 's studv . even inadcenendv. char­
acteri zes Puri tans as di ametric enemies of the In ­
d ians who encroac hed upon Ninigrer's domain ,
"cpl u hi !> tr ibe , dep rived him of much o f hi s
power. and made hi s cla im to his land tenuous" n

Though hi", arrow lacks the shar p ness of j en ­
nin gs'!>, w hen Seh r tak es ai m he faces the sa me
tar get.



17 COVEN ANTS

~hr's synth(">is reveals relauvelv imperceptible
dra wback'> in Ikrkhofe(s idroalislic model for the
wri ting o f Indian history. especiallv as the model
and its fulf illmen t pertain 10 the Indians of New
England. w hile it is not impossible to writ e , far
examp le, about Niantic Indian hi slor y bv injec t­
ing - as Berkhofer de sires - "more of the In ­
dians imo 11." 11 the same histor y ca n not be writ­
len hy keeping whi tes out. The chronicle of the
:":iamics and mOM Xew England India ns has be­
come intertwined with the history of relations
with wh ites. Perhaps if Ninigrer's diplomatic
tacncs had succeeded. the Slory ma y have been
different . The Niant ic sac hem. as Seh r poi nts ou t,
failed to ma in ta in his au tonomy. The sheer fan
tha t Ni nigret ha d 10 deal at all with wbues.even
by tryi ng to iso la te h imself and h is people , meant

the h istories of bot h grou ps had already meshed
III ma ny ways .

Realitv cannot be changed. Hi storians can not
even begin 10 reconstruct the history of New Eng­
land Ind ia ns without relying solely on white
sources of informalion . We are forced 10 perceive
Xew En gland aborigi nes th rough the theocratic
p rism o f the P urita n mind . In sho rt , the his tcrv
of nat ive Ameri cans in ea rlv New En gland lakes
the fo rm of a h isto ry of Indian -white relauon s
beca use that is wha t ex ta n t sources lell us a bou t.
Wt' do not . (or insta nce. kn ow ho c... N in iRrt't or
his people spe m eac h dav of each year , Whal we
know about :'I: ia lllic culture and language and
li(estylt' - well . for thai maller , n'f'T),th in.( - is
gleaned (rom the writtngs of whiles who came in
contact with them. Anthro polo g ists help round
out the story and arc haeologica l evidence fills
some o the r Raps . Even the mi xture o f rneth od ol ­
ogies a nd di... ipl ines . as J t'n nings has shown. ca n
expa nd our kn owled ge abo ut Indians . But most
informa tio n comes from reco rds kepi by wh ites.

Ind ian-wh ite relations, b y necessuv . re present
the single most importalll segment of seventeenth­
cenrurv :":ew England Ind ian h isto ry. T he inabih ­
IY o f historians to focus exclusivelv on Indians is
less the ir o wn fai lure than an unavoidable resul t
of the conten t o f available sources. This is nOI 10

say , wht're N('w Eng la nd Indians a re co nce rned,
thai Berkhofer 's mod el hhtory - a trul y I" dlan
hi Slory - ca n never Ix- wri llt' n . II dO<'s. ho .....ever,
indi cat e d ifficu lt ies in mm 'ing away from tht'
IOpic of Indi an -wh ite relat io ns - a topic tha i has

been a magnet to historians for three hu ndred
years .

T he records de mons rra re that rhe h islory of
Ind ian -w hire relauons was not a simple sto ry o f
good "ersus evil from either a red or white poin t
of view. It was a co mp lex interchange. an intri­
ca te in reracnon o f di stinct cu ltures . O n bo th
sides, assu red ly, inj ustice and ousu nde rua ndi ng
occurred.

Untortunarelv tOO ma ny hivtonans writing
about India n-w hite rela tions in early xew Eng­
land ignore the Iact thai th e s torv has IWO sides .
Bern ard Sheehan maintains tha i the SI mi,., o f In ­
d ian -white relat ions mu..t inc lude " the sensi tive
percep tion tha i th e h uma n condition , civi lized or
savage. i.. always a pallt'rn o f inmcat elv rrm nect­
ed ele me nts. that th e pattern has its limit s, and
th a t rhe limi rs set o ff a nt' 'iofx: iety fro m anorher.vt-

Another historian . Francis Pau l Prucha , ta kes
the point o ne step further . He observes rha r " it is
cu sto m a rv 10 insiSi tha t we grasp something of
the wotldview of the India n cultu res (because we
in srin ctivelv know they are di fferent from our
own ). and we try not to judge o ne cul tu re by the
norms of ano ther. whar is forgotten is that we
must a lso und ersta nd pa st white socie ties and nOI
assume that [ the se soc ieties ) can he understood
and judged en nrelv by the nor ms a nd values of
the 1970s." More important. says Pru ch a. " if o ur
goal is nor 10 condem n or to p raise but 10 u nder­
stand, it is necevsarv 10 be more fu lly conscious of
the historical context in wh ich events in Indian­
white relations took place," I ~

Studies o f re la tio ns between Indians and whites
in Ne ..... England have merel y perpetua ted the
tradition of choosing sides. Io rmi ng battle lines,
and lening a rro ws or musket ball s fly. Crit ica l
exami na non of each cu ltu re. red and w h ire. and
the affec t eac h ha d on the o the r. has no r been a
pr imary co ncern . For invta nce , Douglas Leach
blatan rlv indicts Indian s for insugau ng KinK
Ph ilip 's War - despue conflict ing evidence.re
Alden \ 'a ughan states blu ntly. w ithout apologv .
tha t his book exami nes "Pur ita n ideals and in­
stit ut ions" and conce n tra tes " 0 11 the acts an d a t­
titudes of the Puritan toward the Indi ans" w irh­
aLIt a ttem pli ng " to a(TOnn t for the anions a nd
reacti ons o f the naliv('s." Francis Jenniu!i{s admits
thaI hi s studv alle m p lS to pro be Ihe fallacious
propaganda , ..... h ich lat er became acceptt"d ideol·
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ogv . of invading Europeans." Although tht' ron ­
elus io ns of these h istor ia ns d iffer . the ir ~I udit"s

share the commnn pitfa ll o f lopsided h islOry by
cmuiderin~ the relations of In di a ns a nd wh ites
from a vantage pomr that onlv analvres sing le
cu ltu res rather than integrated cultures in con­
f1ic I.

Even T'imorhv Sehr , In h is worthy exa mma tion
0 1 Niantic diplomacy , emphasizes tha t Puritan
reac tion 10 pride and insolence of the N ia nucs
"e-ua hl ished the pattern for Iurure responses" but
he nt'~INls to e xp la in the panem's nature a nd
ca use. Sehr vtre sses thai "' :\" Im ~ret's conduct re­
inforced the English co nvictio n that hi s pride
made him a cha rac ter to ....-a tch closely" a nd lat er
provided tilt' basis lor a har dening of En ghsh
prejudice aga ins t rhe sachem ,'"

The sources do reveal a num ber of ins ta nces
th at spa n the grea te r pan of three decades in
wh ich P ur i ta ns com mented upon :\"in igret' s in ­
so lt'nce and lac k of respect for the English"~ Wt"re
Pur ita ns simply proud themselves, 100 proud to
an t'pl de fiance o f a heathen? \....ere they trul y bent
upon su bdu ing ~Im fi!:r t't beca use of prej ud ice?
Wha l mav have been rhe c u lt ur a l reasons fo r P ur ­
iran policv Inward the l'oO iantics!

Answers to these quesllons cerrainlv cannot be
fo und in a blind drft'n'tt' of Pur itanv or b)' slyli ng
them "cou ra geo u s. hu m a ne (or] brave ."10 Puri tan
recordv p rovide some r lues that Iwlp to ex p la in
th eir actions . H isto rical sources al so revea l ce rta in
patterns tha t were manifested in P urita n policy
to ....-ard :"Oialllics. polir it's that emerged lrom with ­
in the co nt ext and cu lture of American Pu rita n­
Ism .

In 1654. a~ th e SJX'< It'T o f war bt' lwee n tht'
Un ited Co lon ies a nd the Ni antin Ihrealc'lwd New
En/{Iand . Ro gt'r Will ia m s wrott" to lht" Genera l
Courl o f ~1a ~gch u'>f' t lS : " The cause and root o f
all lhe prt"\t'nt misch it'f is Ihe pride of two ba r·
barians. Asca s...assot i( . Ihe Long-Is land gchem.
and N in iKrf't, 0 1 the Na rra /i::a n 'tt'll . The lormer IS
proud a nd fool ish : tht' la ller is proud alld
fiern ·." 21 ArRuinR wi th Ro gt'r Will i alll ~ was a
fa vori te pastime for Pu rit ans. On Ihis isSllf'. ho w·
es·er . Ihey probably 5ho~'ed emhusias tic a~rt"t'­

menl . SiniKret's pridl:' . as P ur ita ns s.aw II. was a
stubborn Ihorn.

P u r itans reac ted 10 Sinigrt'I 's "'inso lt'n! ca r­
riage" beca use it undt'rscored Ih t' gchern ' \ a UlOn-

o m)' and also be-au ....· it wa s a r baracu-n-uc tha t
Puritan \OCit'ty deemed rep u lsive a nd sin ful. Be­
hef s were susta ined In ' tenets of Bibl ical scri p rure
and the order of societv wa s ba-ed upon the Pts"
cepl of lundamenral la ....'. Pride and insolence.
according 10 Puritan doctrine. had no place in
th f'i r own socierv. Thomas H oo ker . founder 01
Con necur u r. put II succi n rlv: "'Tho u tha i kn o we st
a nd keepev t thy p ride and sru bbomess and th v
distempers. kn o w a-su redlv th o u dost jovtle God
out of the throne o f I lls g lo rious so\en'i~IlI)' . and
thou dost prolecs. nO! Gcxrs will but rhine own."
Small ....-onder that Puritans reacted negarivelv 10

the pride of Amt'rica 's native inha buams. With in
their ow n o rder thew tra it s cou ld be S(·\ 't·lely pun­
ished. One Ma ssar h uscns la w ordai ned th at "i f it

ma n have a stubborn o r re bellious so n . .. whic h
will nOI obev the voice of his lather o r the voice
o f his mother ... then shall his father and mother
•. . lay hold on him and bring him to the Majestra tes
assembled in Coun. a nd teloli f)' UIlIO rhem .• : such a
so n sha ll be p ut to dea th."11:"Jln IKret 's pr ide was not
un like rhat of a rebell io us son . An d Oft(' 11 Puri ­
ta ns ca rne close to pun ishi ng the sachem accord­
ing to their own coot' of la w.

Purita ns believed tha i their own law was prefer ­
ab le to native customs. This the)' took for gra nt ­
ed . Wit hin the conf lir t o f cu ltures . P u ri ta ns saw
no reason why they shou ld res pect th e "uncivi l­
ized" r us tcms of th e na tives. EIlRlis /.l I:I \\I S a nd
Chnsria n doctri ne wou ld prevail. U nsu rprivi ngtv .
P u r ita ns reacted negatively no t o nly to rhe pride
of xinigrer . but also 10 the insolence 01 ~1ian to­

nomi of the Narraga n-ens. Un cas of the ~Ioht"­

gam. and o ther sachems of various t1ibe5. 1~

Puri tans also comp lai ned a bo ut N ini /otret 's
cas ua l a lt i tudt' to ward treatl('s ;m d ({)Vl'na llls: th ey
o ht'n ciled his lack of le/ot3 rd 1m \JX'<'ifi( ' provi ·
sions in th t'St' cO\·e nants. This man nt' l pros'idt"d
Ihe justification for P ur itan dlons to force his
complian(e. The P u rita n notion o f the supremacy
of cO\'f'n,Ult5 d ietatt"d tht'i r re loponSt'.

Sex it'ly a nd it s relat iomhip\ . accordi nl<: to P ut i·
lan s. werf' ba ~ed upon a prem ist· tha I "a ll rt' la '
don~ whic h a rf' neith t" r nat ur all nor s·iol f'rH. bUI
\'o lulllarl . a rt" by \'erlue of somt" cos·enalll.... Frtt
co n '>f'n t was 01 primar~' importa nce in a co \'ena nt
bUI Irt"t'dorn nf Ihe indis'idual dt'lJf'ndn:1 upon
limita tio ns impo\ rtl b)' sta tt' . (hurch . and fa mi ·
Iy .!· John Winthrop tX'li e\ 'rtl that it was " the na·
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ture and evw nce of e\t'T),' ">O("it'ty to be kniu to­
gerher b} some Covenant . either expressed or am­
plyrd ."1~ The order of society co mprised certa in
dual relauouships that were agreements and thaI
consuurted a hiera rchy of au thority and subjuga­
lion , \\Then Ninigret brok e hi s cove na n ts with the
Puritan s, he breac hed a so lemn agree men t. Pu ri ­
tam were aghast ar Ninigret's repea ted viola uon-,
of covena nts. To a Puritan . as Perry ~I iller ex­
plains, rhe covenant was "the strongest tie by
which he [cou ld] ever be bound .'"ft To Ninigrt't, it
was a pieee of papt'r that he rna}' o r may not have
understood.

A covena nt wi th God was the co re of Puruan
theology. J ohn Conon . a Puritan minister, ex­
plai ned tha t " if we g ive our selves 10 be bound 10
th is service. if we come to God , submit o ur sel ves
10 hi m in all th ings, to do with us as hee pl ea s­
et h . and as shall seem good in hi s sig ht , su bmi t­
ting our selves to be rul ed a nd sq uared by h im in
all thinK S, hee shall have OUT who le hearts 10 do
with u\ what he will ; here is the Covena nt made
up between God and a good Christia n ."'27 This
concep t was no t limned 10 Puri tan rbeol ogv - u
influenced eH'r)' facer of Puritan life, including
go vern men ta l relat ions with Ninigrrt and o ther
Ind ians.

O f espec ia l impona ure was Purita n under ­
sta nd ing: of sanctificat io n. Salvat ion was the re­
su lt of good behavior rather than th r cause. Pun­
ta ns bel ieved that God had ma de a "covenan t o f
works" with Adam in wh ich God o ffered salva ­
tion as the rewa rd for obedience. Wht'n Adam
brok e God 's law s, he severed the bo nds o f the
co \"rna nt , corru pt ing: him seH a nd a ll hi s dr sct'n ·
dam s forrwr. God, how e\"er , intercrdrd and
sho wed lIi s mercy by Kra m ing a "nlVenam of
gract' ." Thi s cove na m p romi sed s,al\"a lio n for fai th
ra thrr lhan o bedience . The co venam. according to
Puritan p reac he r T ho mas Shepard, was " tht'
midsl brtwt't'n Ix uh Goel's pllTpost'S and pt'rfor .
mances , by wh ich and in which we come to \t't'

the ont' brfore tht' world brgan, and by a blesS('((
fai th " , 10 t'njoy tht' ot her, wh ich sha ll br OUT

g lo l),' wh t'n tht' world sha ll br burnC'd up and all
thi ngs in it sha ll havt' an t'nd .... Good works wt'rt'
not a mt'an s IDward tht' desired t'nd - sancti fica ­
lion. Ra tht' r, faith thaI produced good works led
to sa lvalio n.21

T ht' Puri tan con'nam of grace had a double

eH«1 upon the pohev of relauonv between Pun ­
tam and x tanu cs. On one hand , ~inig:Tet's irans­
gresvions against the social covenants he had
made with P uritans jarred th eir <,('nsl bili l,. a nd
understand in g. O n the ot her, P ur-itan rornmu­
men: 10 the theory and importance of cove na n ts .
and especiallv a bel ief in rbe cove nant of gTan ',
prov ided a model for handling Ninigrers dis­
obedience and for developing policv based u pon
persuasive princ ip les of Pur -i tan rheologv.

In Jul~' 1645, the commissronerv of the L'nired
Colonies sent out a call 10 ra ise a milita ry' Ione to
protect Unras. the Mohegan sachem. trom auac ks
launc hed by Narragansens and Nianucs . T hev
consi dered "t he :" ,..anticks as the , h it'f l ncendi­
aries" of the Ind ian war . BUI the Pu ri ran s WI' T!'

nOI reacn ng merel y 10 Ninig-r t't '" "pr oud and in ­
solent passage..." Wh at eq ually a ngered the Pun ­
tar rs was rha t the :\ ia nt ics had " in ma ny waves
injuriouvlv broken a nd viola ted" rovenan rs made
with the Eng lish and the :\Ioht'gans .tt Despite rhe
threat of Puritan wrath, despite the con victio n
tha t :"i fllK rel 's tr a n sgr es sions must be rect ified
somehow (and that " som eho w" wa.. quickly bei ng
transla ted into "by Io rce"), desp ite rhe ca l! for
troops and in smn tinn s 10 commanders and pro­
visions for su pp lies, the Puritans rhen - 4101 <1 1 ·

ing ly - ..a t back . as if to reassess the suuarion ,
and deci de to mak e a ny effort tha t wo uld keep
peare ra ther than re'>l>Tt to m i li lar~' might.

Wh ,. the sudden change in polin? Pu man
opinion and emotions had already sol id ified .
Wh y, in the midst of preparing for war, did the
Puritans bal k and bf'gin 10 follow a roralt v differ ­
t'n l co urse of act ion?

Actu all y it was not a cha n g-t' as such a nd wha t
appears toda y as a sh ift in poli cy was Ihe logka l
com in ua tio n of co llf'rem policy. It wa s aho tht"
logica l t'X1ens io n and application of Puritan tw·
lid in Iht' cmt'nant o f grace.

The decisio n to mak t' pt'ace rather Ihan war
« hoed Ix-Jid in Iht' cOl't'nam o f gract' . Faced "" ith
S in igr t't' s o pt'n defianct' a nd \-'io la lion of agrt't'·
ment s, Puri tans had rt'acted with scor n and rt'·
buh. As though ell\-'ision ing Ihe m'>t"h 'l's a dl'i ty,
Puritans agreed Iha t Nin igrel sho u ld br pun ishrd
for hi s perfidy. Just as Adam had hrokt' n Ihe
co \"t'na nlS of wor ks wi lh God , so had Ninigret
viol aled a co \-'l'na nt of works wilh Ihe Puritans.
Obviously this covt' nant of works, based upon a
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co ncep t of com plete obedience as God 's covenant
with Adam had demanded , proved ineffective and
abortive. Therefore , Puritans so ughI 10 establish
an efficacious covenant of grace with Ninigret . in
the same manner that they believed God had of­
Iered the covena n t of grace to Adam.

Surel y thi s co uld not be accomplished by wag­
ing war agains t the Nianucs. Hence the com mis­
sioners of the Uni ted Colonies in structed Edward
Gibbons , commander-in- chief of the colonies '
military force , to reach a peaceful sett lemen t of
differences with Ninigret because it was the
"earn est desires of the co mm issio ners if it ma y be
anavned with justice honor a nd safety to procure
peace ra the r than prosecute war ." The commis­
sioners adv ised their co mmander "to use rneane s
to draw on such a peace which yo u have hereby
power 10 treat e of and conclude.vw The United
Col onies were autho rizing their commander-in­
chief to agree upon a new covenant with Rhode Is­
land Indians , a second chance as God had given
Adam.

Puritan ideali sm . however, did not cloud the
realities of their situation . Rai sing an army was
necessary not on ly to threaten the Narraganseus
and Niantics but also to show that the English
adhered to their covenants which compelled them
to protect Unca s of the Mohegans. H they failed
to keep the letter of the law , bound as they were
by covenant with Uncas . then " no Indians will
trust the English if they now broken engage­
ments , either in the presen t or succeeding genera­
tions ." Gibbons never acted upon his instructions,
how ever, for as a result of other peace offerings
made by the Puritans the Narraga nsett sach ems
and a deputy o f Ninigret entered into a new truce
with Uncas and the United Colon ies. The sho w
of armed strength by the Puritans had worked to
keep the peace at least for a little while longer.
After the peace conference concluded in Septem­
ber 1645, William Pynchon of Springfield wrote
to John Winthrop that the new covenant surely
" was the Lords doing and it ought to be marvel­
ou s in our eyes, and to be acknowledged with all
rhankfulnesse."! '

Puritan response, based upon adoption of prin­
ciples of the covenan t of grace, slowly developed
into a pattern of policy toward Ninigret. By Sep­
tember 1646. Puritans became co nvinced that
Ninigret and the Narragansett sachems had al-

read y broken the revena n t made a year earl ier by
failing to pa y a spec ified sum of wampum to the
Engli sh for Pequot Indians held under the juris­
diction of Rh ode Island Indians. Even relati ons
between Niantics and Narraganseus had broken
down with each side accu sin g the other of su nd ry
offenses. Further , it became evident to the English
that Narraganseu s and Niantics had been dealing
with Mohawks, another direct violation of the
covenant. Angered, and in no small way co nfused
by the se developments, the co mm issioner.'> of the
Un ited Colonies thought the y had "a cleare way
open to right themselves accordinge to ju stice by
war ." Yet no troops wen' raised , no co mmanders
appointed. Instead the com missio ners decid ed that
"to show how highly they prize peace with all
men " no act io n shou ld be taken until "a derlara ­
lion _. . sho uld be .'>em from the Massachusen
and under th e hand .'> of a ll the Commissioners."
The declaration was indeed sen t and it reminded
the sachems of their obligations under covena nts
made with the English . It warned Rhode Island
Indians that "the Commissioners and Colonies
doe justl y render them a perfidious and treacher­
ou s people and accord ing ly in their owne seaso n
they shou ld proceed aga inst them" if they refu sed
to rectify their breach of faith . No immediate
anion, however , was tak en. u

By June 1647 Ninigret made it known that he
wished " to be reconciled to the Engli sh." On
August .3 he visited the Puritans a t Boston and
agreed "to give the Col onies due sati sfaction in all
things" and to pay the wampum owed the Eng­
lish. Ninigret hoped that the commissioners of
th e United Colonie.'> wo u ld "see hi s reallity in
keepmge Covenants and tearrnes of amity with
the Engli sh." Following repeated delay s, and con­
tinued att acks by Narragan sen s and Nianucs
against Uncas. the com missio ners in 1648 on ce
again wamed Rhode Island Indians [hat the y had
failed to live up to their agreements. Although
the language of the message was strong, and
though [he commissioners privately agreed to call
a special meeting if necessary " 10 provide for the
safet y and the Colcnves. and vindicate the honor
of the English in performance of rheire Covenants
to Unras." no action was taken ."

Accusations. in one form or another , con tin ued
to be leveled against Ninigret. Engli sh fear of
Ninigrer and rumors of the Niantic sachem 's at -



21 CO VEN AN TS

tem pts 10 co nfederate with Moha ..... b or the Dutch
p ropelled Pu ruan react ion s and policy. lmerest­
1nJ!;l y. Puri tan respon se always see med 10 foliow

th e sa me pattern . They com ist(" lu ly would accuse
NiniJ!:H'1 of breach of covenant , inform him of hi s
transgr essions. and threaten 10 impo st' co mp li­
ance. SIIII, roerrion never ca rne. Year alter yea r
the En J!;lish avoided war w uh Nmigret even
though rheu a u itu de toward him had grown 111­

temperat e a nd p reju d icia l.
Though Puritan s o ften made ang rv threat s of

war, Iht"y m sread follo wed a poliq' that preserved
peace. Even in the heal of roruroversv and mi s­
un der sta ndings. Ihey cons istemlv o ffered altem a­
u ves. compromi'ioe, or ne~' co,ena",s ""'ilh Iht' In­
di a ns Ix-fore aCling upon a ny Ihr ra l o f coe rcion.
In 16SO. for ins ta nce . Ihe commis..io nt' rs o f the
Uni lt"d Colonies again had reached an a fX" x o f
fru\t ra tion Ihal brouRh a warn in J!; 10 Rh ode Is-

land Indian.. - na melv. Ihal fai lu re 10 comp ly
w ilh covenants would necevvitare "prepa ra nons
and p rovisions for wa rr ." "The w at , o f co urse,
ne ver happened . By 16501 . Pu n ta ns eve n ..ho wed a
willinRnf'Ss 10 cornprorm-,e Ih("il ,x) ..ilion by p lar­
illJ!: limirauons on pa vrneru of wampum 0 .....00 by
the India ns and bv resltlClinJ!; that pavrnem 10 a
per iod of o nly len years . Th is .....dS done 111 rhe
hop,"s rha r it would "ease [the Indi an s' ) SJX"t1IS 111

Rd f'tt'tl( t" 10 rhis J ust burrhe n and 10 engage
th em 10 all inoHenci,'t' and peaca b le Ca rriage nOI
o nelv to .....alfls th e Eng lish Collonies bUI !D th e
[other ] Indi an s amongst whom rhev li,' (" . "~l Belief
in th e t ovena nt of gran ' provided a mod e-l for
tX'IM\'iOl that ins pired Puri tan s a l.....a ys 10 offer
Nin iKU'\ another chance.

£)ur itlJ!: su mmer 165:i, Nin igll"l a ttacked Men ­
rank Indians on Lon g Isla nd precipiraung an ­
o the r Cl i~ i~ " The Montauks had becom e tributaries
of tilt' £nKIi~h fol lowing tht ' P t"(I UUI War of 1637.
SiniRft'1 claimed th at rhe Long h lan d India ns
ha d m urde red a N ia nur. As us ua l, the Puritans
wt'rt' not '>3 l1sfied with :'Iiinigrel ' \ exp lanations for
hi ~ an io ns . T he En gli sh th ough t he ga ve onl v
"p roud lX"remlOry"a nd of fensive An-w ares" and
Ih(")' believed rhat "rhe forbeara nce and len ity of
rhe ("'..ollon ies dorh bUI encrease h is insolence and
our danger ." Ah er firsl d l5aKr("("inJ!:. the United
Colon ies fina ll.,.- dec la red war a!'tainsl Sinigre(. ~ ~

BUI rhe pa ilI' m of pohc v was rea sserted. JUSI a s
Ihey had done in 16-15. the commissioner s sen t a
plea 10 SiniRI("1 asking him to appeal befo re
them " to compose and end all differen ces." Again
Pu ritans gr owled threats o f war bu t spoke word s
of pea ce. Nmigret refu sed 10 a ppea r. As a re­
(OUIS(', the commi ssioners carefully inst ructed
th e ir mi litarv com ma nders 10 ri r ~ t d et ermme if
Nin iF; r("t wou ld agree to certa in ter ms before an y
H()OP~ invaded hi s land . Once more the Purita ns
see med 10 extend a co vena nt of I':ra('e to N inigret.
If Nini!'trt't would com p ly. th e com missio ners
thought u inexped ien t "10 begm the wart upon
him barel y for the non paimem of the T ri bu te."
Sho uld co lo nia l forces fail to df("("1 a ne w agree­
me m . HOOpS were em powered 10 "ma ke fair wan
without exe rc ising cre we h y."'''' Torn betwee n Iheir
dt'~ ite 10 maintain order, 10 pU ll i~h :"\inigr t'l for
h is defi ancr. and )'1'1 to ('Siabl i~h a las tin!'t pt"are
with th(" Ind ians, the Pun lans fo llowed a cour~

thaI rt" -ealt"d the ir strengt h and p!J,,"el bUI th ai
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a lso a llowed the opporrunuv 10 secure a truce
without bloodshed .

The same policy had worked , so they had
thought , in 1645. In 1651 it fizzled. Colonial
troops d iscovered that Sinigret had ned into the
swamps for protecuon. The expedit ion failed to
obtain Sinigret's compliance. Samuel Willard .
commander of the troops, managed only to get
xmigrer's promise to give up PNl U015 under his
junsdicuon. The soldiers went home without a
new covenant in hand; but they also returned
without fiJithtinliJ: a hallie.

It is true that Willa rd was chastised by the
commi..sioners for not ach ieving goals of the ex­
peduion desired by the United Colonies. Yet, sig­
nifirantlv , the commi\sionel\ then decided to
drop the mailer and not to press S m igret Iurther .
Instead of 5t'ndinJi!: another armed expedition. they
chose simply to keep a close watch on :\'inigTt"l's
movements and 10 position a patrol vessel in the
waters betwee n the Niantic sachem and the Mon .
tauks on Long lsland .u In the end the Puritans
seem to have realized that thei r policy, based o n
the model of the covenant of grace. would not
wor k.

Alt houg h Puritan policy towa rd Nia m ics fo l­
lowed the example of their behef in the covena n t
of gran" a nd although il was at lim es conci lia­
lory . it was no t at all times fa ir . The commission­
ers of the United ('nlonies occasiona lly sus pec ted
Ni nigret of m isdeeds he never co mmitted. Prej u ­
d ice against Nin igTl'1 often spa rked Puritan
fears.'sAnXiet ie~ o f life in the wilderness. desires
to sus tai n an Eng lish iden mv. rigor s of the ir so­
cie ly and reli giosit y, and conflict of cultures that
was an inherent part of Indian -while relations, a ll
served to fmter and re inforce Puritan paranoia .
Puritans bega n 10 see an Indian lurk ing behind
every tree. In many respe cts. rhe necessit y of deal ­
in g with nat ive in ha bua ms of New England
tra nsformed the Pu ritan dream for a new Zion
in to a nightmare,

Al their best, Puri tans tried to treat Indians ­
Nin igret inc luded - with justi ce, a t least as far as
the ir ow n understand ing a llo wed them to impose
their values of justice upon na rive cu ltures. At
their wors t. Purit an.. deceived the Ind ian.., deci­
ma ted their nibf-.., ens laved them, a nd p ractica lly
stole [hei r lands - all with a convenien t ra tiona le
that suc h pohcies were just and were execu ted in

the name of Goo 's Will. U it is true that the
Puritans made covena nts of grace with the In ­
d ians, it i.. likewi<.t" true that they created roven ­
allis of wrath and deceit .

Among the more nelanous schemes concocted h)'
the Puri tan, w as mortgaging of xarraganseu and
Sian tic lands in 1660, whic-h was no thing more
than a land grab b.,.., a group of Pu ritan leaders
collecnvelv known a\ the Atherton Companv.
The Atherton partners. as o ne historian explains .
succeeded III "extor ting the urle 10 the whole Xar­
raganseu Counuv from the befuddled Ind ia m : " 9
Another stain on the Puritan record of Indian­
while re lalions w as made in blood . fir..t in the
Peq uot War and la ter in King Philip's War. The
EngJish seem to ha ve ven ted their accumulated
anx ieues b" almost annihilating the greatest pro­
portion of the India n population in S ew Eng­
land.w

It is difficult, therefore. to defend Puritan pol­
ic" toward Indians in general or :""inigre t in par ­
ticular. But understanding thai poticv. recognu­
ing its complexi ties , and attempting 10 explain lIS

monvanon rna" lead to a far more balanced no­
lion of Ind ia n-whitt" rela tion.. in the seventeenth
century . For if the svmbolic importance of the
Puritan belie f in a covenant of grace reveals more
about ways tha t sorne earl)' :'\ew Eng landers de­
veloped po licy tow ard the Indians , it also he lpc to
show w h .,... Indian s faced odd.. tha t ul tima tely
cou ld not be bea t. T he rovenan t of grace mal
hav e ins pi red Pu ritans to mak e co ncerted efforts
towar d preservin g peace . Rut the theo ry of r-ove­
nants a lso com pe lled P ur itans to en force obedi­
enre 10 the ru le of la ..... - thei r law, By the end of
King Ph ilip 's War . the Indi ans of sout hern New
England discovered that th ere .....as no doubt abo ut
who would preva il.
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The Rhode Island Historical Society

One Hundred FI/t Y-5IXth Annual Muting

On j an uarv 29. 197/\ "'. " 0 p. m. ". thr Librarv . pr esrderu
Du ne .. n lIumrr ~burAn ulkd 10 01<1('1 the ..o r hundred
fihl' ,~u: l h an nual ffio:-rUliR

Mr mbrn ptewn t .Ip pro...·d ttumnes and trl.>I1~ of Ih ...
19i1 an n ua l meeung OIl pnmed In RHODE 15LiXO
If/STOR)' 'fi, I ( Fe-bru.m 1977).

'The rrea su rer , Iibr illl.an . m useum cu ra tor a nd dnecror
rac:h pee-semed a rr pon . pun ted In full bt' lo",", Th.. d irector
oIho rl\4M ill preseruanon In S CM'I P. Conlon . rn: m lh
renred . 1I000T ...,r h (' ,,'an " 'lIh the- ')00 0:- 1>

.4.11 ptf'V'nl l •••HI In \ Il r ll<(, .. hile ,\h ~f.luran read
n;a 1nf1o of ITl('mlJrn .. ho had di n! durin g 1M pr n-rding
vea r. !\.IT. :Iobu,.. ... th en ..dd t....vd lh t me m be.. in a r..poe t
peirued b!olo",",

Bavard F.,",'inR wbnuned the «'p"JfI of th e nomina ung
commw", a nd Ib d"' lt' ,n p resented wa . dulv elected .

h Kominll: prnidr nl lknnu f . Slark ma de .. p resentanon
100uI~in ll: pee...dem \ b ur.l n . \Ir . Stal'" b,i~fh' add ressed
Ihr fTlf'm bt-n; hl\ r~malh are p rin ted belo ... .

.'h~ r rhe mrf'lInll: ildJo.lInn! . l1W"m bt-n moved 101h('
John Brown Hn u W" lor oil 1f'Cl;'pUon and o pe ning of a
no;o",' ('" hibll .

Rnpt't'lfully \ubmillro for
DAVID W Dt 'M .'S
.'it'(1f'1d ry

Annual R epo rt o f thl' Presiden t

Th~ S."il;'ly h a1l\ll;' dnd mOl'illl/; bUI Ihl;'rl;' SliII rl;'ffiilin \
murh thai h.n 10 bt- an ompli\hro , AhhoulI:h WI;' hilW"
broulI:hl o ur bud!/;I;'l Undl;'f .unlrol. ,",,\h limo· rOnlinm'\ 10

bt- oil major probll;'ffi . (l b i \ i! mOlll;'y l;'''l'l;'nckd lwloTf' i l is
rf'Cl;' i \lro .) Thl;' Olhl;'l villain ...·h ir h ha\ hun U\. lih ' Ih l" r("\1
of \()(' il;' ly. i\ in fla tion _Our r O\I\ alC' II:Oinll; up £asll;'r Iha n
OUI inrom~. ThrW" faflOn ha W" ad dro a n ~"Ira dl;' ll;rl"(' 01
di ffiruhy 10 Ih~ manall:rm!' nl of Ihl;' Sod l;'ly. WI;' (an lxo
Iha nklul Iha t il i, \0 ahl~' ma nal1:f'd hy Allx-n T. Kl yboC'l !/;
a nd hi, Mafl. T hry h.""o;- donI" all nUI\landi nl/; job. 1I0w­
tVf'r . Wt will nt ro Ihl;' f·nnlinIlOu, a nd unr~mi lt ing 'UP]IOTI

of o ur m ..m bt-" lfI rn;l.illLain Ih t \!' , t ,m da rd \.
Wt kllow Iha t in Ih t £ulur.. w~ ilIt Koin!/; 10 ha \l~ 10

mak t in n t a \ro in" I;'MmrnU in AldIirh H U ll\(' a nd in Ih f'
L ibra!)' ",'hk h U lunnill!/; out 01 \l>;lf(' .

Thf' So/xitly w.n (',, " ~mrly fnrtunal~ 10 T(U'i\lt Ihrl"'o:'
brqunu Ih i! ynr. 1...no'r('f1((' l.anphl;'T ' 1.000. Mi"
Marll:aTl'1 Sl~arm ' 10.000. and :\In. Will i",m Da\'is Mil k r
uO.OOO. Thtit Ih ou lI: h lfu lnt \ \ i\ \ tTY murh apprfiia lro .

I aho \O'i\h 10 th ank o ur many \lo lunlr:TT' and dolt'n,
whoW" hdp makt Ihr o jX'ta tion o l lht SodtlY pcmibl(' and
10 Iha n k Bt-njamin L. ('A>ok . Jr . for hfoadinK up tht annual
g l\'lnK CilmpalKn ,

DUNCAN HU~I[R MAURAN

Ann ual Ul'port o f thr Tr easurer

Last \ .....11 I repor ted Ih... I ........ I_.,i lht utndo. in OUI
finan. ial pin uI". but th' lI \0'(' had a lon ll: wa v 10 KO, Tht-\('
uendv ha\T fon ll mlf'tl im.. rhe- Ii ...a l \t.IT endmg in Junl;'
and lilt ultnrLu \'.... 1 jU'1 rond udro.

An inu("il\(' In u m ap propria lio n hom lho:- Sta te of
Rhodf' hl" nd of U.~ .OOO hai pr o vided iI m aj or addruon 10
the tr ipod of ~1;'flf'1,l 1 ~u p""rt . O UT mernbervhip dues
income and OUT annual ~inn~ from members W(,Tl' each
Up 'o('~-na l Ihou-.ilnd doll" l~ h om la,1 vear , O UI endow­
m em, Ihl;' thrrd 10:'1': 01 sUpPOrt. sho \O·ro iln increase of
a boul Iineen thou....nd dnll ill\ df"\p itl;' Iht need 10 '0('11 iux k
h om um e 10 1Il1W" 10 ((W('I ra\h flow o \Trdlillts in ou r
acrounrs

Thl;' ra . h Ilow pr o blem i\ pn h..p. the , mll:lt cu lp nt WI;'
mus, II., 10 n>l1<lu('f .." in a nv ot her emerpn se \0.1;' pa v our
bllh monl h l ~ dnd paHoll lo:"Kulil rh . OU I in co me . bowever .
rom r"\ in In dum ps at d lffl;'rn ll pom tv In Ih l;' vea r creanng
pt"iIh and \'all t1 , In OUt anounn .

Thi\ pa\l vea r. delavs in If'(Ti\in~ ledera l w-anu and
Io undauon ~u"'JOrl caused a each 1I0\O p roblem a\ did
dtlan illlf'(('uinl/; illn lffl(' from rental properu.... Th.., 1;'
\0'('11;' 1"'0 apartme n t unih a l the G aiPft' hou\f' wh ich were
no. rtntrolhroulI:hoUI Ih,. fu ll persod .

Olhl;'l unu~ual t " ,..n\('\ suc h a. nnn~nn m aj or
repairv 10 Ih l;' main fi:"\ h,.al f'r a l John Brown Ho use
ca uYd som.. ullr"I'''llrd .. ,,~..n \('s

On th .. whu lf'. however , th e a, t ua l ddilll ...·d' appro,, ­
imalf'h Iiltf'tfl lhou\il lld dollar. OUI 01 a budget 01 nearlv
$100 .000 The I IUT~l1l bud Jo("1 £Orna\IS a delu-it 01 \ i"
th ou,;.and do llar\ . whi.h Ina~ KI...... 10 1t'n . bu t Ihf' mt'm ­
bl;'u ("tainly ha.!' Ihr ca paci ty 10 hdp m rf'spond to Ih i \
lhalll;'nK~ by h!'lpinK u, If'< rui t n..w m('mbt'n and by
sUPlx.rt in!': lh.. alllllMI hi~"ds ('ampai!,:11 morf' \'iKorouvly
than bdorl;' .

Wt at~ ill '" (hdJl ('nll:~ Kram prriod ... ilh Ihl;' :.Iilllonal
Endowmtnl £01 Ihl;' Il u tn ani l il;'s . lbe Kram ,,-""'·ard, lI\

with Ollt" In lo:- ra l dollar 101 rvelY Ih tl'f' nt'w one s Wf'("aiM'
oUI\t'lv... AI... . I would 1>(' r~m i \\ if I d id not ril l] yo ur
illtr-m i"n to Olll 1l M"d III innra,r our r-ndowmr-nt IhrouKh
br-o:llH"'l s , Sim~ Ju ly wI;' ha \ 1;' lI'f l;'i\ro Ih l;' bfoqUf'Mi Mr.
l\folutan will 'I"'<lk ahOlI!. hill t llf'\(, intf'ntioll.lo. just
rl"al ilro this y..al . Wl;'lt l11<ldl;' m.llly v~iln al';:0 . Thnl" aTO;- a
vilr i ~ty 01 mlu"' 1 ~ivinK pml/;Tam , Ihal aTI;' flOW a\lail..blf' .
Wt would bt- hilpPY In Iillk 10 vou at iln y limt ilOOIil dirNI
gilts 10 OUI ~lld.. wm!'111 o r iloo u l dl"lo:-rrn! lI; i\ 'i ng prow-am\
wi lh \ ] )f'( iill ta" ad\'alllall;'" IhWUKh a mf'Chani sm off«ro
by Ih(' Rhc"k- h land Fo unda tio ll .

I ha'T ~lIj ovn! Ih l;' op~,,)Ilun il~ to '0('1'\1;' as Iht' Ir('ilsu rl;'r
ol lhl;' SociNy . and h ..... lor...·ar d III thl;' ,.-('a" ah<:"dd 10
workinK ...i lh you IfI olh('r GipaCill~' ,

GEORGE I I C leMA
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RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Statement 01 Suppo,t , Reve nur and Exp enses

Year Ended j une .w, 19 77

Cu••rnt Fu ndJ Furd .4su! Endow mtnt Total
Pl' BUC SVPPORT ..\1100 RH E:-O U E: {'nuJ/neltd Rf'J/.IC /r d Fund Fund All Fu nds

Public mpport:
C.onlribulionJ 10.975 .63 33 ,47-4.112 201 .966,00 2.00U)0 2611.420 .45
Comprebermve Ern plov mem T rain in g All Funds 7.0'l0,611 7,O'lO&\

LrxadM and bequests 50,000,00 50. 000 ,((1
Gra nlS 57,500. 00 91 ,354 .'17 148,85 4.'17

Total public JUppm l 95,496 ..'11 174,829.29 201 ,966 .00 2.004, 00 414, 295.60

Revenue:
Mr m ht>n h ip dUN 42.9.'17.00 42.937 .00
In\lMlmrnl lII('c>ml' 8>55 555 ,62 9 1 ~37 .47 92 .178 .64
RnliKd Jr-iIlII (l0!0') on ,,",II' of inlnunl'nl\ (8.9 7.'1.711) (8.97 .'1.781
R('n ..... llIlCOJTlf' (nI'l of ren .....1 f'1lptmn of

SI8..'I80.2J l 5,462.36 5.462.36
Pt OKra m fo:-n 19,OM .07 19 .0AA.Q7
Lou on ,,",II' 01 Irxed au.,'!' /4, 000 00) (4,000 00 )

Total rev enue 67,572,98 555,62 (4,000. 00) 11 2,56 .'J .69 140,692,2 9

T otal publk sllppn rt and revenue 163 ,069 .29 175,$114 .91 197 ,966 .00 11 4,567. 69 62O,9!l7.119

.:X P E:"'~ .:S

PrORr..m 'o('U'i{('J;
I.lbran PJORlam 107."26.81 31. 130 7 3.841.27 142.:504.H
'-'U'o('Uffi progr..m 40 ,hli703 1t'.9-4851 2 ,58901 1Z7.2'04,57
Publ jrauons ptograrn 32.1ZO.41l 6....474911 40 .50 97.1'115 ,%
Fdurauon I"nll; ra rn 14.71 8 ,00 ---.!.:!..718,00

Tota l !,"',II: lam ..rH,i( ('. 195,0.'12.32 1110 ,ss7.88 6 ,412 .711 382,062.911

SUppOll illR; \l."n 'i{(', :
:'>bniiJ{l'ffil'nl and f!;l' nl'ra l :"',411 1.M 1.000.00 402 .511 10.00 HJI'H .22
fu nd ra i\ in R; 25 .0769.'1 100 ,64 25 ,171 .s7

TOlal ,uPI>orlinR; ,,",i£n ... M.sSS....7 1,00000 SO.'l.22 10.00 60.071.79

Total ('.pru'C"o 2:'.' ,:.90 .tl9 1I11 t"'57.~ 6,976.00 10.00 442 ,134.77

t:XI-r" (dl' lu il'n{l'1 ul lJUbli{ \UP f>OfI
and r('\ eIIUl." over l'.pl."II'IM (90 .s21 .60 ) (1),172.9 7) 190,990,00 M4 ..'>.~ i es 17f1,tl"'''. 12

Annual Report oj th ~ Director

The pre-ndennal drnion campaign lOT Ihl." vea r 1IlOO .....,
pnNtp. one of IhI' fl')()\1 hodv ('onlnlM and vnuperauve
I h i ~ cou nuv h.. ~ seen o ver lhe' ~'nn . Wild {ha rR" and
dandl'n WI'II' I'x{ha n R;1'd frrtl~ be t..-ee n th e urnp' of
Thomas j rlft' t lOn ..nd j ohn Adam, . j r fl('roo n, parrirularfv.
rl'lt the \ lillJ( and bne Irom New Engfand rll'l lO', who
didn't think much 0 1 hi s dt' h l rheologv or hi . French
pohuca l idt'-a\ , Thl." m..n \>I "~ nOI h i. th ('}' a rg ued . 10
govern the (·o u rlln Tn....1' were r('lx " l\ tha i j()ffi(' d er JOI

look d llft l ""'lion aR..In\t jdll'non In Ihl'ir mlni'IIV:
"'p, ",v-dh .. j l'll ..r""'III..n 'UPl-,o lll" ..mved III o n.. rhurch
"lIh a 111'''· so n 'I'dth 1<> bt- b.ipuv-d .., - r ho m.., j rlf('r so n

Smith ," but the min i'l l'r atlowed Iha t the choice of name
....'aJ ull r rl ,.- ina ppropriate for a ....,n of ~tW En~nd a nd
p romprlv baptised the ('h ild " joh n Aw m, Smuh ."

RMI_>II d tng to \uch lrC'almrm a nd other in<"JtularilirJ.
jrlfl'n o n wrote 10 hi~ Iriend Dr . ~nj ..mi n Ru\ h of Phrla ­
delptna lha l .., ha\'r , worn IIT_.n Ihr altar 01 Gnd, eternal
hOlolihly aR.. i n~1 l."\") lor m 01 t)'IOII1II}' over the mind o r
ma n." rhus ad ding a norher lorr eful phrase 10 the Arner­
«an li ta ny o r h ht'fl y 01 cOt1<,t:i..r ue lh al wa s Iavhioned in
large pall in port \ and pl aruauons around :"'ilfl a j(iinOt'll
Ray in th r nme of R" ll:rr Wi lham~

Of ('our\(' il ha , .. I.. an been a tlliI,or ironv in j l'f1rr 'SOn ',
pt't..>IIa IiIV tha, hi, id.-a , ..boul IVlann y over lhr mi nd did
nor extend logiGllh 10 h i, ul ionJ a nd polinn ("()nuTn inlt
,1.11\'1'11' .. nd Indian ..fl..H\ , P('r ha P' lI'~ .. k-uon on Ih('



m aterialv ,... rtaminK to Rh ,. i t leland : "'I" ha l t pe-rfor med a
co n ... n 'a lin n and prf"ol"t\'a[l()fl fun, linn in [hI" prnr ....,ional
rnanagem..nt of Iht"'It' 1 0111'( 110 m . aud "'l' have attem pted
10 It'tallhl" 'llitnthtit"'l" of rhe colin- lion> th rou gh
va, iou\ Io rm s of IIlWIPII"LaIIOIl, touev . la lk s, [Nlurf"\ .
fomm\ . n hibi llom. and puhliut iom

OU I hbrenan a nd euTa lor have 'rp >f lni io dtlal l a nn ut
Ihl"lI depaumeruv' progt amv In addit ion to libran and
mu...."nl. tMJ I pU>Il: I"m al f'"'" .11-0 mdudl" l"due,,[lOn. pub­
hrauonv. and concu hauon 01 extenuon . T w fo llo,,'inli:
dldl"\ ""111 iJlu,nalt tdUlallnn,,1 p"'!tTdm, \\"tll ll" ""I" all"
,'il"lO'inll; Iwm 1would IIl .. ",ofll", Iht'" ,u.t",iral data
aboul Ihl" audl..I" .. " '1" ...1'.1".

Olll pllnflpdl dudlt'OIt n tht more than rhtee thousa nd
mdrcedual mtml..., . ""ho receive o ur ne ...vleuerv. maaanoe.
.. nd ml"l"Ildlll"OU' malhn~•.

.-\nr nd.t n( t ar everuv and ]n-Illlt\ wav a. follow , :

PUlIlllR: un th ...... ","(allundl I"\ ..n" '"lUIT", a maIO.
effort : Ihr Plin<IIldl "Ianll"'-' 10 1".f'" Pam f:II " and I..f'\li l"
Hen vha w. Wr ,rRlr l Ihal 1.0:-,111" n leavmg uv 10 ta], .. a
maJOT \'oluIII"" pU\lI inll In Iho:- (f)JT\munin . WI" shall ml\\
....11"0('111:' . ,llll. dfl"{lI'tn..,~ ..nd ,,, Il" I a m pleased Iha l
"'a ll' Wa l..tman. 111' \('t rerarv. h.. , agreed to tall" Lt,Ji t ',
place.

Wh"l I1ldd.. Ihl" 1"" 1 [ " '0 "rar, ' niucaliun pr01':ram, \0

"i la l 10 o m tffOlt, Wd' th,u tht\ mainlalllrd 0111 out lO'a ld
.i,ibihn ' upnblv ""hIlI" wI" " 'n l" p lan ninll: a nd wo rk inJ::"
bthind Ih.. ....-rnl"' 10 tlan,form .-\[dr i.-h 1I0u'\(' into a
hi'[Oll 1Il1l .... lIrn .howea"" , ..\ 1' 0 h.·hind Ih.. '\<"t'I1", bLll

(( )fJlT ibuli nll: l' ll "rm"L1\ I~ 10 ... 11 our ..Holt, ....a' Ih.. wOll of
our buildlll ll: ' dnd l{lou m h \I.,ff 'flll'l\llnlit 01 Cliff COil...
C uI 1',1 1'11"'.•md Jell QU.Il ;lIlt..l . II " '1'01' hMdh "''n'''>:'''
to u ndl'Utnr.. Ih;1! hl' hm d Ih.. pl ()~ ra m t llorl\ W<'l'~ tht'
<Idmilli \u.. l i..... l." l, " I " .,,,ti ll<l ti, ,n. m"n"l{<'nwl1t and
dt' ,·t']opml·llI , T o [h",, ' lO'h o h,u .. ,ha,,-<t Ihal 1"'I.llI\lb i h l\'
wi lh lilt' " 0 11I tht' li li ld 11,,01 "I J oh n R "'W ll H O ll 'ol' I
would lil .. I" ""I..nd ....ld ltl, ,,1<11 ,r' Ol{lIltion : I.e-Ii ,.. ""If" .
r H'I1Cha ,lIltl Ilf'kn ( ;" " ,('1.

Th I t' 1I.·1." t d••" Iln l " 'l"'mpa" a ll nllr ,1(li,·it i.....
hOw ("1 In lht :IIl'a " F j>uhlit-ati"m. Il lfk Showman and
hi, Ir am ha'.. n..arl)' tomp ll" lrd \'ohllnl" II o l lh", Papnl 01
(;nlnal S"/h,,.wrl (;"f'" '1I" . F"LIl .....lId I"un o[ o u r qual·
ltTl)' HI/On1-.' IS/"i X [) III.<iTO R1" ha ' l" bt-rn publi\hrd.
Wi lh tht PRO I ·IlJ1-.XC1-: I(J( 'HS.H. 1O't' 'pomor..d publi·
<"alion 01 Oa"l d Pa llrn ' , A /H"E,\·Tf ·Rf.S IX .4 Hf~Mf..\I ·

BERElJ WORI.Il: " '1" pu"" \ hl"d Prol.."ol Con ln",
DE.\lOCH.H : r IS /)f(.IJS1-~ . and ' Oltllllf" I of OUI fo ru m
... riM IN Iur l"' l\ al thl" I'l l"" At Ih i\ l im.. I ",,,uld Iilr 10
u-co lI;ni/t an indi\ldua l ..,110 11", tonlfibUini \0 much to
IW qualll\ of lIur pLlbll(ation~ l"o~Iarn o u'"r Ihl'" 'f'a".
:"0 01"1 P , (~mloll . l In t Il' lJlm hom tho: "aft ~h. Conlon
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la lli bili ty and .....r-a...no~ 01 rna nkmd - even among "JIT\("

01 11\ ITI0\1 ma l/; mliu 'm l""all1pll"~ - tha[ uuonviwenriev.
ronuadunonc and bli nd ~pol' (an !"X i,t boid<:' I/;r(";1[ in-
11"11ec rualuv. huma nenew a nd ,pili l It i~ ironica l Iu rrh er
tha t in R hod e lvlend. Ihl" Jdll'l\On ' .....orn al'f.limt a ll fotrns
olluanrn ""iI' ,uPI.'llrd "llIlll lldlh· ..nd ,u((o,Fulh' bv a
p.iltlV orR:anll..ulOn III Bn ' lIIl .. -huh had 1n:l"i...ed in
I"l«"hanl/;I" 101 i l~ pnlitild l , u PI. Jtl [h.. promi'ol" 0 1 an in -
dq...oo("nr nl'lOm' hou'o(' . Thl" mearung of Ihi\ arrane..­
mem won of cour.... Ih..1 a ....paras.. lu,mm . h..u.....
indl"po:oo"nl ltom 'un'l"illan<1" of l"itMT Providence OJ

:'\;l"\\pOtl . and ..·hn.... 0111(1"" would ho:- appointed from
...J{Jl;....uons .unmllu·d b, the 0.- Wo lh . would prmidl"
I"an .. nd umntertupeed tr ..n"-l<IUKl' bet ween Bri\ lOl.
Rh .wk- hland .m d IhI" 0.- Wo lf ,la'I"·l;,b"I sugar plan­
tauonv 0 1 Cuba

0111" form of IH an n.' 0' 1"1 th .. mmd . ho.....I"HT. thar
)l"l£l"non ..nd th nv o f u, III hl,u"iGllI ..... ll"ti~ ran join in
o Ppmolll K i, th..1 .. huh preventv an mdrvedual from ob­
u.illlnR: mform..li"n abo,uI hllll\l"1f 01 hl"nf'1f 01 about the
h"m" 01 Ih.. (ommunln III whuh " '1" 11,'1". FOl cenamfv it
1\ .. form nf IHanrn to d .. m dClI"" 10 mforrnanon ,,'hi(h
ItJl, u. and lho...-- ""hn , n l11<' aILI"T ho..· and "'h,' our
'u,rouooIOK' dl"u'lol'l"d ..00 changed rhe wav Ihl"' d id , Fo r
thl"\(' all" Ihin~ .. hI<h 11"11 u, who " '1" ;UI"; , ..... 101m and
,hapo: our Iu..nru, a' mut h a' Ihl" Kl"fll"lic tra it. passed Of)

b\ our p.il I..nn. Inf ollTl.ulon abo,"t our en vuonmem's trans
and tr.wil ioll I' al thl" trlll ..r (If ..-har 10",,,1 hivrorica l
.... ·1..11.... and mu\('um, arr all about . If ..... 1" a ll" 10 res pond
1II[l"lhli\:l"llIh 10 ( o lld il lOm. rult•. a nd problems " 'I" have
in herued . then a, .I blllhill/;hl WI" mu,t .... able 10 1"" p lOfI"
and uOO",."lTId th .. Olllitlll' 0 1 OUI '\.OI ia l a nd polit ica l
o rde r

Dl"nia l 01 a((t" 10 nur '''Ill" a nd If)('dl h l\lml L' not the
wor l of a lyra nJ1lcall'on'pnan ·. T hl"II" " no co nKio us
po li0' dir ....-It d l\)1O'd rd, tr;J\ i01l: th l" r....ll rdtd lapt' of li ml".
Ytt ba rn l"r. to dur", do .." i,t a nd Ih t Ian thai tht,. ar t
c in u m >la nt i,,1 nr illd, lvl"u..nt makl" [hl"m nn 1("'>, r..... t. no
I...,. in ,idi ou , 0 1 ' .... ni ciou,

B,,"il"n [f> o ur 1"" 1 ind,,<I .. ~u(h n urdl ~ , a> nOI ha" ililo::
l"1l0UKh traLllm ('(,Iflol In" 'Illd Il:alhn n, who lnow whal
Ihinlo::~ . hou ld !:w' k.."l lo r IUlUrt ' lud~': h~rt WI" , pe a k 1I0t
0111,. o f hi,t ,,,ical dnnnn<,nl ~ and Tl"t'ouh , bUl o f Tf'pr" \f"n­
LaU"" [hll'\" di m..n ,i nllal o bjl"n, w hi( h rdl Nl O Ul CUI IUTt"
a lUl lh,,'>!' "hidl 1' 1t'l .. d. ·d u, "nd ~ h"u ld ht· holl , ...1 in
m u ,,"um, . Anmhl"r baff in i ~ lack of I:URt ~nouRh p lan-. 10

'lO ll". hou~t and p ltM' '''1" [h,",,1" th illR' [hal ITl U,1 .... . a,·,",,!.
;\!I" ilh l"r OUI l.ihrar,.. n <>l th ~ In:ord rtp<"ilOli t , 01 o ur
, ta ll" a ll" lalR~ t' llu uj( h m , ta fl.-d I"nOURh 101 th t' job,
~J ,.I"1 11 n >n....n ·al i,m ,m d p [I" 'It'r" .. ti,m tl"t hniqut> aTl"
{mlh a nd .111100 O/it ll not u lI lllt'd . La,, ],.. Iht o tht' l
, iRnif icitnt banil"l to our pa ~1 i. Ih l" inabili ty and in·
ca l>abili ly 10 tran,f tl/ m OUI prt \('n'rd objt"f:u a lld in lor­
m at ion inlo u... abl .. <"om,.,n..nt> for OUT da ilv Ii, t • .

Wi th thl" It \oUll n it ha , brtn RiVl'n Ih l" Rhodl" h land
lIi 'lO rlC<l1 Sf . 1..1,. ma lt> a d.. ih "', .....ul! 00 a ll of Ihl"\Of'
ballltn. I wou ld lill" 10 11"1. '" bri tfh" on o ur ('lIolu and
It\uh\ 1m Ihl" \'I"al jU\l condudn:t. WI"ha\'I" po:rlnnnf"d
I"ach of Ihl" th l", luncti on. I""••·nt ia l lo a lu ll hUIOIica l
'\{>{i l"1 ~' p rogram: ..'r ha,'I" colln:IM Iib raly a nd mu\('u m

I. dll ' ..d'l h'I'II... ru,"",
'ill"ddl «/'1" "'''''' /",11""
fd ll «" d .'P"" !:; n O'"m!:; d a"I"'.
Til'" 01 till" ( " "'ll ' l' Il." ,d... , f><I./l
f" II " lI" rnbl"rJh lp ll' ..... Oil ......."hl'

Chnll''' '' . 'l""pltO" J811 '
Joh" 8 "'1l " II nu .1" tn'''.1 Q"d rnl"l" /m ( l ,

Llh'Q1\' " II"Qrrh I ' u f,-

I:!()

'":!.,O
I.I :!J

l';

""' .Q<fl

1>,(1fJ(I



has been ropv ednor 0 1 RHOnE I SLASH UI"iTOR1' and
ill parucrpam "n the :'\.u ha ndlrl c, rt'tn.. Pa, ..u . f1 ~ "....r krd
on Pr..,,"~\Or Con ln ' \ manu<o<ripl. Throu~tlf)UI he hal
bl-t-n a kO"1'"fl mum ;,md .. n abl~ teach..r .

,.\\ in orher l't';iI r\ ,.; ~ p tovjded o ur pTufr~ ,iooa l \",,' i<M
on a ,nn.u lta nt o r " l< I..n~..m bas is. ~kmbrn ..l lh .. staff
...., \·rd on th.. H i.fUn nl P, ..lot' l\·,u iu n Comml~,i"n , SI" I"
Rn urd. Ad.'i \Or. Bo ard . fI ..mag.. ('.onllni ~,i oll . Con;or ·
Hu m "I Re-earch Libra n ..,. Rhnd.. Island O nnm lll l't' on
IIIl" H umamnes. a nd u lhru. W.. look "'I illl r"l> dlld
"pl'r"lIli,·", . "l1d ..... 1,IUgIII 1TI various arad..mir ....lling~,

hna lty, rh.. )'..ar h,,, h<...n nn... o f c realing m,UI,lgrlllrnt
1001.: " new audu in ll: 'y'lrm. a Ilrw' arrounnn g prn(~" al
Ih~ Rhode lvland Ilo ,plla l Trull Bank , r..I IIl"TJ\~n l~ in OU'
tah l... 01 mga nuanon . a nd p ldn ning lOOJ- Iil .. our work
pU>I{ram. W~ di,u>1o..rrd 1m lTI\1all<'~ Ih"l 1TI mil ..lInu 10
anoum prn:i ....h 101 land. bu ildmg, and a.lI ..nion; ...~
o ..ned that Ih.-, roraled upwards of h lt n nulhon dnllar~

dod that our endowruem was a Iutle ", , 0 "" m lllwn
dnllat\ ; "r in OIh..r .. ord, Ihd l .. source nl.r """n1 l1l ~ ~ of
"III .. ralth ....i. rf'\?,>Il\lhI .. 101 \ UPI>OIlln liC 91'\ repre-serued
m I,,"d. bll.Jdmll:' a nd rolln non s. ~I.in,' of our ll mltT.
"''' rr amazed at th.. 'II" .tnd vatu.. 01 Ih.. hl'flla~ IIU ~I

r..prl'vn"od h\' Ih....." ,..,,", holo.l ing~ . I Ihinl rh.... began I"
rr'''~lIi l'' mch a r"' I" m.ibi li ly could 11<01 I,,· taken li J{h ll"
nr manag..d r asuallv . WI' .rr... in a , en... a rommunuv
hallk . A hank o f hi ,t'OIi,al n blt'l l' arltl rnord,; we ,'ao 'l
leave- our vaults unauended an" 1II0T... than ,u n- or her ban k
wo uld. We Ill"('tl ro 1>;\ \' n Ul mdllilgn' a p rof.." i,," a l wag...
In, th ......",ic... thn pr ,lm m, 1TI p rup"nj,," l<> Ih.. r~'f" >ll·

Mh, I "I"'~ Ih.., hr,u .
O ne of lht'" ..1..lT\t'm. m l" llIl-: from o ur n.......( c" umlOg

n'lt'm . h....·...·..., . nIh.. I' lar in g 0 1 a d"lld r , ,, Iue o n Iht"
p' LIlopa l p ,od un of ou, M ln· il, - ...n,r... II " ... , an il br
IT\t';rmrrd? 110" <-an 11 t.. ' ...p ' ......m td Of 'llUlluil....P
~IOI I'O\ ~' . Ihou....n<b ..1 h..ur , 01 \·011101....' umt" ..f Ih ...
b....,d. nl (Omm lll ....' i, rnado:-q ua lt"h ,~lIn Int. I"he w'm l
ollh.. ~f.illf i~ m..gn ihtd m..", ullin m-.., bl Ih.....ot",~ ir\

...hu h ,ipp lt" OUI Int o Ih.. ("om m lln il\ from Ihl' rllml~ 0 1
ulll '·olulllt"t'r~. Th.. mt"lII!tt"nh ip and Ih, ...... ..·h.. ' rpI~""11l

II a\ ofhu'" ar.. , Ii ll .. 'llal piumrr in Ih i, wo l1 S o
mal ,...1 how ,,,p h i, l i,·,, Il'd "''' m~dMulTlg d",' i Ih ..., .. " 'i l l
, ti l l Ir \ 'alu... § a nd pwdm t, Ih al ar .. umJrli nitb lt'.

RUI hi' lotian ' 11 ,1""', a' n' ,Kln..n of Ih ... " ..11 .. Ihr, w ril'"
..!),>Ill, 11101.. oft ..n lhan nnt u~ im p, .."inn , r;lIh ..r Ihan
(old. "l' i~nlific daliJ a, a wa y ollranslllilllllg l! ul h . And so
I lI11n to Ihi ~ 'n h n i 'lu~ 0 1 impr""" ion, Inr m\ hnal ob<,(' , ·
" alion~ o n Ihi ~ \t';iI ,'~ ...o rl Two , pe ,hdps. \land OUI in
mv m rnd a~ indiGlliom rNr o ur a" !oiI uh on ba"I"'~ 10
hi\ lo rira l u nd..n ta nd , nll: i\ ha ving \Om....linT On.. im ­
P~'U)ll i\ thaI ollu rm0 ll: Ih.. romr, ol lloplo:. i n ~ aod
Bomrlil SIT....I' l;,ul bi ll .1\ a group of fo urt h Itradrl$ ,,·n..
I..a,io ll: Ih.. SI..ph...n Uopl.rn \ lIou\{" and brKlnTllnK , b.-il
,,·all. ' 0 J uho Bro ..'o fl ou \{" a~ p;lTT of OUI t'd uulion
plogram . Th..ir I..... h t", had dT t"~\nI oon in vMI\ ;md tr i­
«)f IK'1" t'd han . gi rh ,,·or... 10111(: gunn,' II:0... n \ .. nd mob
r a ps 11M' "" n:1 "'a~ dlamal ic Ih ...v' ....I... tr a n,pOlllnl ba rk
iTllo Ih ... p;lst, Ih..v w.., ~ li"lTIg an hiMoti 'i11 mom~lll, Ih~iT

lTIlilJ{i nitlion wa~ um hainnl Il r"'lIIin dnl m ... o f an ... ig hl
y..ar o ld boy !.Oml' Ih illY yt"aT ~ aRo who had a ,imilal

"" I,,"TI""'''' 1TI h, ~ home I.. .. n ...hu h had been pall 0 1 an
.., ..,II cono'C'lmllll; {; ..olg'" Wa , h lll RIOII and S alhdnar l
(;TtTTlt". ~la~in l m"mrlll. of Imigh, .-..n hil'" hl~lonll:

..lin 1\

Th.. 0111<:-1 Im pI{"\Mon ...a. 4 ( ... I branou 01 I'" ..... ~harnl
IIw (>l h... da v ...n h " " . Ro .. ·..na I......an and Prnlr ,wr
l ..an , "i, l~, " I ,h... Rh ."I... I, la nd BI.., llkrll"lI;r "",,'i.., \ ,
..·h i(h had bren '11".·,,1 111 111 \n:u rillll: \("'r n hl...-ard
Rallll i. I'" dta"'l nK' £r " 'I ' 1" 11..nllu,, .:\ ntuI lI"l h"l'pin ..."
,m d , ,·n 01 . ,nTlm"" l'I, II'I \, that [l" ..·.·d I,,·, ..·....n "UI
""H,. .t 'e H" OKlli,,~1 ,III important IM' t "f lhl ' rorn rnu-
nll ~' " tlt'rila ll:l' had bn-n " '" unl and lm.u j,tlll hOln t' salt' .
marked a brt','1hi ll ,,,wlh rr lind,,1 !Mn ir ,

I Ihr rl."f"r .. rrl" HI th ... II " rnv uTlI""' '' ''" ...,. ~ f" doin lo;
.. ha r "'1' ... ...r.. \("1 he r.. 1'1 do: that Ihl" 1'1II111\' and ~ ha lf
o ld in" nllli"n I. a. '"unK an d \ ib r"r " a. II ..'a...·h..n II

a.hrru'ol'd in th.. PRO ' ·I1) I'..\ TE .B U RICA \· 01 -epeem­
br, , . IM~ £'" dm 'lhmlO: ,..n"lIl1l1l1; 'n , h ... hI""" ,,1 R h, ,,'"
Island 0 .... of IhO\(' .. ho rr'"..nded to thdl ..d,t'IlI ....mern
..... ' Cnl"lIrl Chll""l'h..r '- , p p lll .. ho \("nl Ih......." I~I\

a ""'mull 01 hl\ ...."1' .. In lh .. .\ III"'" 14n RI', ,, l l1 lu ,n ~a l

"hlpt" n , OIll TIIa lll'" " pi r uraror, I.,u nd Ih l ' d,,, umem the
nl h" 1 <1n «m id \1111 al" lo!: lll'd 1II1 l."1ld nI'OU' 1II,lI r"al ~ ,

Po"ibh- II" Ih, ' , ..." Ill ., nern t" " '1'11' l(l\t'll T haI 11 i\
II" '" PTOIl'''' 1\' r a l,ll"gl ""l , r prr n" , til l " lIndl'" br...a k-
Ihmul(h

Now 101 din.... "I ' -ou ",'ho ....o uld Itkl' 10 ,hall ' III nu r
r nll ·' IlIi ... I mvite vou ill Ih t· ('1m , 111,i oll of o u r m,·rtilll-: 10
l.,lt' " lit' 01 th... £orlll , .11 "ur p;lmphl ...1 r." k, ul"m hi"h
""ll can liM and r..tUln 10 u, Ih r n4mr. o f hl..mh ho
IIlIl(hl lil .. 10 jOin u ' III " u l ..lion,

T'hank H' U I"r \'Ollr 'U'<"IlI lon.
.U .BERT T. KL'r'BlRG

Annual R~port 01 th~ Librarian
In Ih.. la'l k ..· w,t'tb I' ".. im',",It'd \Om ... li lllC' in Ihinl. ing
ho '" I mi ghl mal.. lh i, ) ..ar '~ Libra I')" I~ '''' '' dl lf...I..1ll from
I" " la 'I-J>l."thap> m",~ in l"'Il"\ling. 11101... alllll\lng . 1110''''
Iilnar, Shou ld I " 1"'11 wil h a Iim ...r i( k <JI ma)ht' a
quolalion aboll l Ih... , ,, II' of Iibra li .., in h i\l ory. '" b i ~ tory

in libTali ... ? Should I \how didn, rn: il" ~ I a l i s t i{\? H ow
((lUl ,1 1 d"''IC,ibr ho ..· h4,d \t a lf and "oluntt'rn _rkt'd.
w'hal OUI au:olllpli\hm...nu ..·...1.... 01 our gOdl\' lor , h i\ 't';iIl
1971P

:"rO o..- Ihal l OU al.... lIli<ip;illin f/: 'oOtnC' t'".rillng ........' dC' ­
PiUlUl~ , I.., m.. qUirk!, r ...,,,.n Ihal , in Ih.. t"nd. I dn:idt'd
' NI m, jlO\iuOI1 il\ .. h b'iIl, i..o m C';ilnl lhal i, wot> up to m..
~impl" 10 makt" inlonn.uion .....a ilablr to ,·OU, For o ur job
al Ih.. Librar,' , ~ 10 mal.. inf onnalion ava 'labl... .ind in m"
, ..pon 101 1977 I want In 1..11 lOU bliC'llv h"",,' .. '.. did our
lob.

In handling inlonn.iIIion al ,ht'" Liblilry ..... a'.. basinll~'

""lfdKffi in Ih rrT pro( ..~..... - acquiring inlo nna lio n .
pTO<t"ning it for uW'. provid ing il to Iho W' wh.. nl't"d il. U I
m.. locus linl o n anlu i,ilion.

1
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To btoKln , the- k in d 0 1 mlorm anon w~ 'ift' k to acquire is
defined for us by rhe ua tute of OUI invut unon-s-the Rhod e
h land H I' lOt icill Socirly Wr wll rn a ll prin ted, man­
u,n ipL and Rlaph it, m aln iah rr latinR 10 Rhode h la nd
hhlorr a lld R:t'1lf'ah>R:Y, Alld fro m .. sl ill: h lh w idr l per­
,pn li.r " 'r also coll",1 \('1", lrd tn sronc ..1 and Rr ll('a logica l
malrrial\ .. b<>U1 :o.;rw ,[ nRIa nd

Wr co llrtl libr.lr, mater....h in th ree ..·a vs. eac h of ..·h lCh
depends on you. O UI mrmbtoa. and on ot her R:"IInOUS
propl... Thr firM wn, " 'hich I",...h~ 1..Ia th'rh little di rect
inmarive on OUI pall . 1\ throuRh Kifu of mat..rial s. The
"ulhO! of a R:t'nea I,>j{\ o n a Rh,.k h land famih donat... a
cOP" of hrr nf'wh .puhli,hm book ..4. man in Sci luatr IP'''''
u, ", cOUO! boo"', . J....pt b\ hi , Klrill'Kr.lndlathn who
o ..nrd a !tf'1lf'l<I1 \lOr.. . In 1977 th .. Iibra'1 <lddm some .'JOO
primed il.. m , from 0\" 170 donon. 42 manuscrrprs £0 1·
In:t ioln. and 110 Kr.lphlu £01In- lIon\ III Ih i, man n" . O f
particular \ iKn lfica n..... "';il' John :o.; lcho la , Bra.. 'n ·, gill of
1M jo urna l of Simron In ..vet . a I"nl/: 100t ;i<\:0ll0! of
Capeam T .....w-r·' 1776 march to Qoebec. H rI en Rorlker
~~\ Ir l ..nd :":an ..y l. " ma n Rorlk", m ..dr impc.r....nr
oiIIddllion\. inc ludlllR a kll..r 10 :o.;oiIthanari G reene. to our
Grno.... bmill' Jliipr" R...erend DrWoli Perrv "uKffit"mrd
OUI bU\lnr\\ {ollrtuon\ .. ith Ben]..m in BoUl II(' and .\ brl
JOr'lt'\ l>ltf>t'f\ And ~h o ('.o:'OrK(' c: ScUll donalrd hf'l ' ''01
{olktlion of Rrn ..... lo Ru a l workinR paprn ,

A \o!"('olld ""a, in " 'hi , h " ...... clui... Irbran malrTiah is
by .. hoill " r c.. ll li rid ..'o r ... . or conuet ing propl .. Ih rou gh­
OUI lhr ,tour aboUI don.. lInR Ihru R hodr h land malrTial.
II " '.. hrat of oil dub or OfR:'l niut iOll " r ma ~' {a ll lh..
plMidrnr oiIoo a,k I! th .. R'0up i, i lllrr~trd in donating iu
lIIaeti . r r.... nrds. w~ \ 'i. it indi" idual\ mo,'in K from hou\('
10 oiIpan mrnt wh" TTliI\ want to Ri.'r famil y trcord •. Fi..1d
...or k trprr\('nr. a tuR:t' in""'Imrlll in ' la ll tim .. and.
Iranklv, w ith our ~mall .ta!f " 'f' h" . t' not brrn a bk 10 do
a\ m u, lI a' "'t' ...ould Ii"'r . W.. t.. I ~' O il )'ou 10 hl"1p u. OUI
,,'ht' nr'~ 1 VOl" 11..", 01 a ,. .... n, ial do nor 01 a n intr lrsting
co liN tinn .

Third t., ..'.. '.. qui r.. lillrar}' mat t'l ia " by p urcha"" . Wr
id ..n tif) mat r l i<ll for pUrlha... h)' t...adillR ca ta loK" £J yrts
<l nd book If'..... W S, Olll f' a l/: a in wr trh' on ou r m f'mbt-rs to
info"n u, of m .llrti;,1 oUt'It'd 101 <,a ll',

La ,t yr.n ..'.. ' I>t'nt almo.. 11 .1\00 on bnoh (~8" of thi s
wa s In ' Io;r nt' <1 lol/:i,a l tl<,ok, }, ahno'l S900 1m manu"ript o
,lIId S ~~O 0 11 Rla ph i{\, Wh" I(' doC'S th c m on..y , o m (" from?
A , mall amounr ..O rTI.... horn <lil...... t dorl alimu to th f'
Lillr,u ~ hook lund . In .,ddll ion '>O m.. pcoplr Ri, '" u. b<• •h
""hl, h atr ,lu "II. 'a l'" or wh" h do IInl lit oul HJII('{Iin l/:
poJi,~ . ... ilh Iht' \Il1(lt'r,t a ndinl( tha i " 'C " 'ill '0(' 11 Ih.. book .
a l aUt lion a lld u\(' lh.. mon..v fnr pute ha\('\, ' In r bulk of
Ihr "rqu isi liml\ IUlid ill llir la , t Ir'" \ 'rats. ho w""cr. has
,()rrl~ hom aunion of mal~ li"h ...hkh atr d uplil4l lf"
• ullrd 110m thf' (olin lio", . Of book . " 'hich do nOI con('('tIl
Rh..!.. h la nd or :0.; .... Fli l/: land , Thi. monr~' h now almo\!
n.hau'tm all d III I h~ n.." , 1i" ..1\ ..011 " 'r will ha \'r 10 lind
Ill' '' 'OUlH'" I", lun t!\

WlIh :.n;u l abl ~ h UKh ,,'r Wrtr ablr la st ,'rat to p urcha\('
"'('"1' IIr ... I\, pubh'hrd hl\,ol~ ..nd R("n<:'".. I<>R:' cOlKnninR
Rh,.lr h land a, .. rll a. mO'1 out ·ol·pti nt ilrm., Wh at ,,'r
ha .... 11<>1 boTn ablt' 10 a lford air rtYll\' :0.; ..", EnKland

m at er] ..h . In manu.... rt pts a nd grap hics w.. have purcha sed
so me imponam m al..riah bUI "'r ha,... had 10 pas up
manv-e-eape -cial h ' hiK h, p liu'd Kr..p hi", "'rXI vea a. how -
r ....r . rwn p ubli .hrd Rhodr Isla nd m ate rials ma l no t bt-
...u hin 0 111 reach unl ..... nrw fu nds "Ir found

Ea(h acq uis ition . ,,1'OUI'o(' , mram tha t wr mUSI have
\p<I('(' 10 hou'o(' material. A, I in drra red la'l vear . one of
OUI most Impc'f1;rnt a' qui'luom 101 Ihr lUlU", m u, 1 be
more spa(r,

I look lorward to " 'Olklll R wllh .\ It Statk a nd the board.
10 bt1t in p l;l.IlninK 1m a ne ... Iihr;r n winl!; Wr had a taste
of .. ha l the p l..nmng ..,III III.,oh 'e . a' 11 a, wha t the
Ir'ulu mal' bto . " 'hrn " 'r " ·Ofkrd. lavt ' ar " 'lIh R avm o nd
La rea u x. a RToiIIdu..te ..rc h ltNtulr \Ioornt at th .. Rhodr
hland 5ch,••101 Dr,iRn. R..., had as ked to tk.i!i:n a hbrarv
addruon lor hi. xr..dualf' plOJ(,(I , I \ ( )(, Ill man, houn " 'i th
him . ..nd ' tall mnnbton submmed their own plans 10 Rav .
Wh ilr the final ,"ull ..'a, w.m ('..,h ..1 di""ppc.inting. we did
ll:3in valuable ex perierx e III IhlO kinR about thr space and
';rdJi ll~ ..' ~ ..-ould Ii ... .. 10 have.

Wr h..\ 'r run OUI of 'I"t<r. nOI onh to house OUI librarv
m.al~lIah . buc 10 huu'o(' OUI ..uff ..\ ..-ell. S('"\..ral vears "1/:0

"r made 'pit..r 101 OUi COII;r IOR:lIljt department in the
r('lldl nK room . l n i, ......r ..'r had 10 ~xpitnd ca ....l0ltlng
ac li . itin r ..r n funhn in to thr rroilld in K room O UT busifl('S.s
acchl\'<:"\ proplr ..onlln ur 10 ""or l< in Ibr bon. I< , tach,
fl a ppil, " 'r wrrr abl .. 10 mal<r oor implO'rm ..n l in " 'ork
spa('(' 1" '1 "('lit " 'hrn C hll Con.. a nd hi , Or'" rn!niRnm
a nd rrl urn i..hrd thr R'aph in a ir-a,

Arlrq Udtr wor k 'PMr for \IaU i. r.\('ntia l bN;au\(' "'r
n....-d r,••m 10 ""dorm Ihr 'Iofi:ond of our IIIfonna tion
pr OCM\('\ - {a la lo l/; in R a nd a lulIl(inR All m a, ..riah cr ­
criu·d by Rift 01 purc h...... a r.. r(,{Ofdni . 01 .J(U'"ionrd. b.,
Oori§ ShrT in ch.. libl a l ian ' , n lli n ' , Air ", ;o(,(t"io ni ng. Iht
ma t..r ial Rt)('~ 10 O UI ca la l"K inK. ,""nu-.tr ip !. 01 jl;Ta ph in
drpatt mrnt' fur p rn.-..... inl/:, h" 1,0 01.. \ Ih i. mram cata ­
IOj(iIlJo: . OI !i:i\l nJo: "al h I... ,... ;1Il itk m ihlll l/; lIuml><'1 and
w t of d..~ r i l'l i,r f'at d\ '00 tha t tradrn {a n lind th r book by
aUl hnt . ti,l .. 01 . ub jrc t, h Jt ma nu.nl pl~ {o lh,...li on , . w("
co m p ilr a ..... tilll·n d M< l iptio li ca ll",) all 1II , t'tltO '~' 01

r"Rim ·r. and (orrrs l'ond in R <ard. , ('.Iaphi t s co llt'<,tiom ai r
lr l"al ..cl1ikr mam,,, ripl\ ""i th in' l"IlI01ic ~ 01 r "l( i ~tcrs a nd
card ~ . whil~ indi \ i,h'"l li:laphic il..m . a l~ plan..! in nam~

Ul ~lI hjl"( t fil l"~ or hy <1;11.... in Ih.. ca' c 01 broad,id!"\ ,
Idt'all y. w.......o u ld lik r In 1'1<1<"" all our IIt'W an-lui ·

§i tioll~ . Iln llh' ..fr"l Wt In ..h-r lh l"m, BUI ht'cauM' OUT
p r..d"f t'''or, d.·....' ll-d mo ,t o f th ..ir l illic to {ollcoing r<llht'r
Ihan 1" (. ~"lnli: . OUI t Ultt' li t " a ff mU~1 di,'icft it s tim..
btot..·.....n n....' Imllt' r ial , amI a o llr hundtni and lifr y-!i\'r
,~a r ba, k IOIi: '

W.. f il m h bt'li~n, ho.....r.~T , Ihal " I(~nrion 10 ptc .--r.sinjt
ma l~riah i, o nr of OUT p rima r) ta,h, Pr oct"ssin R in voh'r ,
tramlr"in R ma l..ri a l... In p ro p..r ""I.. \loraR:t' C'O nt a inrl\ to
a ... ,ur.. Ih..il \n nl( ·I"lm pl"\('I\';rlion , I I aho mra n§ u. inl/:
SHIt'm. to orR a ru , .. thr m ;rlrl ial ". i t ..,i ll br ra , ih ...-ail­
abl~, 11 ...~ did nOI (an\' nUl OUI ",.pomibi Jitin in th is
a rra wr wo ul d br no l11< >Ir lh"n a ..·" r ~hou\(',

Pru. ,..... inR ' Iati...ti" in our cala lORinR di . i.ion a!l: ai n
l"pr('\('1lI ;rn Im l.'11a1il inora'o(' in a({rs~lbi lity of prin trd
malrtla l" Wil h Ibr hrlp of n ",rnu ~t...nni and &-I"",da
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faylor, il r.. tal ' 'II;o: r ,md rletk fu nded b ~ a special proj ect
R!"d l1 t £TOm Ih.. P ro \,idrll< .. C.ompr ..hensi ve EmploYlT\('"11l
and T rai r ung ACI Adminivtranon. our ca la logil1,1t division.
h..ado:d b)' T ..\·i! Kimbdll , cataloged '.700 ml u rnn repr..­
sented b)' a n addmon of ov..r 10.000 ca rd! 10 th.. COI la log.
Ursula ~ld'..rland. ulalogmK a\!iMdl1l vine.. Dec..mber
197.'). 1..1t in June,

In addmon "'0: wer.. Io rtunare m oblaininK Iho: ra ra­
login R O:Xpnlilor.one dav ill \O/o:d. o n a ...olu m....r ba srs. of
Mr. K.ly K. Mou"". reti red head G1lalog..t hom Bro..-n
l ·ni\Tnily . A Ro:no:alogi!t 011' 100'..11 ;1' a catalog..r , Mt , Moo l1"
has begun I1"OIla loginR our famih hi slol)' rollecuon.
judllh Pnt..r a graduar.. seud..m at Simmons CoII..R'"
librarv .chonl aho \'Ohml....red m the Gillal.JKinK
d..partmeru.

In out manuscnpr d, ... ision ~.al Shipton p roo:....~ ton,,·
1"'0 coll .-.: 1I0n \ . Tho: fiKur .. lot m.anulCript\ is decepnve
sirKO: a manu'IC t ipt roll'-':Iion an have ;lnY'. ·h ..,.. from IWO
101""0 lhom.md it ..mv .

:"<al ' ! " 'o,l m lho: m.anulCripl department ""OIS happrlv
;lugm"lllrd b! Kf<ildo.... \ Olunt....' s;lnd diliKo:nt !tudo:nt
into:rm .and " 'OIl ·SIUd \· sludrnu. MIU Iro:or Edch·.;l six­
"-l:ar \,ol u m ...... s·rer ' ;ln. W;1.! joinf'd b..- \In . Dn r;l \ ' auKh n .
~lr . RoDt-n Trim . Jrff 0,00" ...... ~ft!.8f' II " Gr....no: and
Bonni.. Buu r ll ~lt. joso:ph K 011 n oflrn on hand 10
h..lp o ul in Ih .. m",nUlCflpl d i\'i\ion " 'ho: n ~at dootrs h is
o nr da\' a " '0:0:1. to tho: Cr ....nr pilprc! . fi.;,)1.. Dun ni Ka n .
Dr..", Gntnn, [}as,id Will ia ms. Kl"ddualr m l..tnS prm -idf'd
bs Bro"'n l ·nis..ni ty' s h iston ;lnd Amrrican Ci s'i liza tio n
drpan m..nts . and Scotl Cr....n h om Rhod.. h bnd C.ollrg...
pr~srd lor.....' r;ll impntlanl co lh'n iom .lInd worko:d o n OUT

o wn anhis.. s .
W.. ar .. now a ,'r a r a nd .I haH into a lhltt ,'..a , Rra nt

frnm lh r ~allfmal t :nd.. "' mt'llt lor Ih t' U umani li r s to

a rra ngo: a nd PT'.. rs, nur "'d!1 busint'ss {oJ]txlio n, Wilh
hrlp from ~fi,h ....llud ..tma n, businrl.! iH. h is'i" Harold
Kf'm blr an"mpli~hf'd a major la sk in 1977- wning OInd
alranginR nf'ail y ~oo ~h ..lf f....1 01 S..yl..! t' i n i ~hinll:

Com pa ny T",ord~ int Iud in K o\'r l 1100 s'olum ..~ .

In ,ltrap h ln. ~Jauha Pf'I t"I ~ ..nd h..r a~§ i§la nt. H..I..n
Kl'ba bian, ",i lh h..lp hom " ud ..1tl 1I1 1f'tn \ . proc..sw
'>('\I(' ra l important pholoKTaphic .ol l"o:l inn~ ilnd cOl1linuro
10 log nf'w~fi!m . Graphil ~ al , o bf'n ..!ill..d hy a" hlamf'
hom ' ilp ahlf' int ..rn ! and worl-'lUdy ~ l ud"l1ls; lro
BI... kman and Ahhy C.ohf'n from Brown , Sotill" C..a~hman

h om l lllh·..r~lt y 01 Rh,..lf' h!and and Ikhra Strphells and
Ikni '>{' lIarris from RhnJ.. bland &h(..,1 01 Ot.-sill:n.

~lal!ha Pf'I('n, OUTca pa blf' g rap h ics eu ra w r fnr fi.....
H'an. 1..1t lh .. ~l ..ff i ll roo n\l('m ....T. I am pl ..aw to annOUIII'"
lhal fl t>l ..n K..hahian has brf'n .. ppoinlf'd to fill Manha' s
posi lio n .

Tra...,· Thut~r eo nuo uo:d hi~ work o n o ur eun..nl1'
collre lio m . Mr , hank Crowlh..r worlo:d nn our po!lal
collre tio n a nd Ma nha Lr Friil oc , lorm" lv with o ut sta ll .
! pt"n l lh.. SUmm" h..r.. a! a wnfk-~lUdy !! ud..nt .

I m.-n liOllrd l:arli ..r thool in p""'I"!! inK. Ih.. 'uall mU~1

d i\·idr it! tim.- Dt-t"' n old ;lnd n....' m.al..ria h . In ad dil ion.
" aff urn.. m U!! .... d i idrd Dt-t"'o:o:n p rocruinK and O UT

th ird ma jor inform.al io n function_public ~ia. Public
,",,'ia , in r-uo:nc ... is 1M rod In ull 0( 1M IWO o thrT

Iumuons-e-acqu wat...m a nd p rOCTssinK. For il is h..lpi ng
th ose that si s il, wme. or telephon.. th at w.. succeed in
maki ng inf n rma tinn a vailable. Thf' Libra ry was used O\' .. r
6000 limn in 1977 ,,'i th ov er 1000 new UH'rs. O n.. rhou­
sa nd wror.. 1"!I('n r..q ur "inll: informat ion. And brlh ra ng
COllli nunusl, in th.. t....dinll: room a~ -4.'>00 people
tr lrphonrd , Susa n Blai n . r..fer..nc.. aSSlSlal1l srnc .. ~la y

1976. 1..lt in AUKu~t . Chd rlrs ~I,~..rl. h..r abl.. r..p l",e..m..m ,
help..d Ihn.... who ...snrd and k..p t up with 1M flood of
ca lls and Irllf'rS, (".-('OrR....nn .. I.i ma al'lO iI!!hlrd in Ih..
r"adtnR u .. sm

Whi l.. lhr number 01 \is ils <lind 1..II..n r..mained almost
1M sam.. as tn th.. hlC..l1l..n ni.a1 vear , th.. number of 11'10:­

phon.. (ails altn"..1 dnuhlrd. Ah ho UKh lhis jump could be
annbured 10 La~t \ ..a r ' ~ cold ",ralMr which k",M p..ople
indoors. I would lil(' In lhinl.. it rnuho:d from mer..as tng
..n ha nrernem of thr Ubrar,, 's IIfldK" iI! Ihr place 10 GilI1 lor
inlorm.alion about R h... I.. hland's hl !locy

For o u r "",If. public ""s'i,.. ta ln OIh..r forms than
ho:lptnK thO\r ..ho s isil, call or ""til". W.. It)' 10 pros'id('
informarion and dra..' illIf'mion 10 our Irsourers. Ih rough
sp«ial p'OfI:rams holh in <lind OUI of 1M Sne i('I,·. In Ma...
and d,ltalO in Octnbrr. T('si! Kim ball <lind I ga s.. Oil \ol'minar
on u!inK our K..n....III(ll(ia l rnoulers.. Tho: Oclobo: r pro­
gram. p;i<1I of m..mbrrshlp "'0:0:1. , aho ll:alul rd a 'il'"uion on
our businf'ss lTCords ",'it h ~1t ( h<ll..J ZU(k ..rman a nd ~at

Sh ipton, nn.. on Knphin ..·i lh Manh.a p ..l..n OInd on.. on
or..'spaprn.

~Janh.a P..t..n f'diu·d a fil m h om our coU..n ioo fo r
pr n la tion nn WjAR_T\' , Sh.. io uoduu-d lh.. fil m in fj\-o:

..pi ln a nd eomm..mni ahrr . Ma n ha ll"Cturo:d a l Bro...n
l ' n is'..ni ty .and pa ni. ip'll f'd in a pan('1 .11 Ih(' Am..rican
Studi.... convo:mion in Brn.lOIl , Sh.. a lw aUl horrd a n an id..
o n Ih.. Ulor o f phOIOKraph! fOl A.uf:RICA ....' QUAR­
TERI.}' .

Sla fl m..m Dt-rs aha l..p'......llIrd .hl"S,>cil"ly in a numbrr
of p ro lnsio na! orKani,.a l inn~ and all i ... il iM. Panidpalion
in Ihf"il'" mg-dnit.aliulI ! hrndin lh.. Sc>c i..ty in t\O'o wa ys.
Sulf m('mocn u n a{(l uir.. s,,,luahl.. inform a lio n in a
eo m inuinK f'dufa tio na l "man. In addil inn ...1' haST
o pporl u n itif's to sp lf'ad in For m.. lion aboul S'>cit> ly
program~ a nd ....t\,k..s.

I r('pl ......ntrd lh .. -",oei ..ty la!t Yl'ar in lh (' Con sonium 01
Rhodl' hland A, ad. 'mif and R('warrh Lihtaril"s and par'
ticipalNi in a(ti ... iti t s of lh .. Rh n<.!(' hland Library AS'lOCia·
lion. I wa s al so appoimrod 10 \t'TV.. 011 lhl' Slal.. Ad ...i~OI Y
Council on l.ibt..ri ..s a nd lh .. SIt'CTinK C..ommill'1 for lh ..
1978 Gov..tnot ' S O:>of.., ..nc .. flit Lihtari..s a nd Inrormalion
Sci ..nc... Harold Ktmbl(' a llf'ndrd Ih .. S<:>ci..ly of American
M ehis'iSls co n f..r('nf.. in Sail Lak.. Ci IY. Ha rold . Nat and I
.11 \0 all('ndrod m""li nR~ of N..w F.oKland Archi\·iu 5. T"",'is
Kimball l<l:'t\'ni a~ mf'mbo:nh ip thaiTl!lilll o f Ihf' Sprcial
Librarin Au ad<llt ion Chit Pl..t in Rh od.. hland. Charli..
McN..i1 1{..Jk Ih (' R"' nl:a I''Kica l {ourW"! laughl by Da... id
Dumn lau fall .11lld tf'p'......ntrd Ih (' Soc i..ly al Rhod..
hl.and Gtnl:aIOKieal Soc i..ly progra m~ .

I ha ..... !prnl m uch limr in my si ll Yl:a n Wilh Ihe Soc il"ly
gathrrinR ;lnd r..portinK sla tiuiu. I would lik.. to co nd ud ..
not " 'i lh Jlalut.CJ. bUI wilh a n I"'PTt'~IOI1 . " 'i! h ..,hich I
hop.- lho"", 6000 ... isilon . 1000 1""",, " ',il""s a nd 4.')00

1
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~ltphOfK' calwn would altT"'. Mm l of the ume. I thin k.
we a re able to p ro l' iM some or ~n a ll oItht info rmation
Ihtl needed. And th;at's w hilt w t were a ll about in 1971.

l'i AXCY F. CIIU DACO FF

A nn ual R epo rt on MU$~um St all and Activiti es

This }'tar \ill'" major chilnK" in the mu.-wou m cu ra torial
suff..-\n n Leveque, formn l,. ;n ",rxia tt direc tor o f G alln ir-.
01 the Cbrnnonl Collrgn. became CUUlor in durgt' of
co ll« tiom and tllhibitiom_ l ....ura Robe- tv. "' 00 is cur­
IMld,· workin ll; ()fJ her rrunttr's thr-. is lor the C.oopn-!ilo ".-n
Il;TildWOlt pr Oll;l"am in museum !itud io:s, beca me aMin.ant
curator in charKo:' of tducat ion t ar l,. in the bll . Susan
Edrlma n, nnt of 01,.1 1 ent husiastic su m mer intet nv. wa s
hirro as r hi ef lou r guide and r~St'aT("htl , Th.. three new
sraff m..mhr-rs together wuh assi uanl curator Ed Grrgory,
wh o do:,ij{", a nd im lal h 0 11I ex hibusona , a nd reg istrar
Tom Bre nna n ma k~ up Iht muwurn slafl .

Thi. ,.tar John Bro wn f1o uwo had n~arly 6000 visi tors .
Of thost almost 2000 were fourth Il;radn-s pitnicipit ring in
(hildrtn's 101,.11\ sptd.ally dt'lo'ivd b,- vo lu n teer s from 1M
PIO\-'ido:nct Pr not ,,"a lion s..- io:l" a nd jo in lh adminis tered
~, them and tlv- R hod o: Island Hi slorica l Soc- itl,- . This
vear tht lIiu mical Soritl,· llall ...·u able 10 parriripare
d llo:'C' tly in the (hildrto 's lours and m-1l1 vear the 'sodo: l,
" 'ill ta kt o''t r full rt spomibili ly of admin i\ttring tht
fou n h I/:raclo:u' rri ps wi lh a,. i'la nct' rrom Iho: vo lu Olf't'u
wh o inirial l'd dnd dtsil/:Iltd Iht prngram.

:\ cld ilinnal niucaliona l afl ivili ts includt'd Iht rtgular
spring a nd rail '>triM of fo ur-wtl"k c1a,St's whilh offo:rnllo
mtmbrrs and tht publi( tlIOptritncM in ( hdir caninfi:. Iht
\tudy 01 Ji:tnta lOIO, mili lal" hlMory. co:rilmlCS. ilnd
Pro,ido:ll<t hi_torY amonfi: orhn-s. Fou t hta'llv ,lllltn&d
lterur" b\ Ib rn ld 5;.c k, Ehubrlh Casry..' m hon )'
"\ KO!i lT n t lli ,llnd Wt nd t ll G,llrJtll tnrichtd our p~am Ihis
\·tar. and rht For u m WOlin. rOlllinu ing in " rGRTMs
Ihrou~h h i\t or y. cm-n-l'd tht RomanIk t:ra Ih is ,'tat .

A hi !l:hl )' \uUMdul col lt l/: I" IIl rl"Tmhip proj(Tdffi W,ll ~

co nduf lnl dunn~ Ihl" su m ml"t wh ic-h W,llS o f fi: ro:a t m ut ual
bt-no: fit lO rht S'll io:t)' and t<l th l" Itn \ lUdtn l vo lulll tt rs
who ~ f"' l1l th t ir \ um mtr ~'a(a,ion 100,llrninfi: ,ll nd worki ng
u ndo:r Ih <:, d lr" tion 01 tht S"ciO:ly's suff . Tht s ludtn ts,
who cam.. from n in t dl fftrMlr in 'til ulion, in cluding
Brown. Smith , \, ,ll lt , ( ' ni \ tr\ it y 0 1 Rhodt h la nd ,llnd
olhtn, ,,'orlrd In Ihro:r rrujor a rta\. A rt \otar(h fi:Toup,
unckr Ih<:, dntenon of smdtlll ~lirhad Probo:rt . rompiltd ,ll
YlO-pagt hi\to,," of R h.-..Jt hl,llnd durin~ 1M oI ttn
ITtKltc ltd p"riud 011860 10 19iO . A ~ond I!:IOUp, iOltr­
Mltd in hi\lOrir IOltrprttalion , coodlKlnI and do:\'t1opnl
10UT\ of Joh n Brown 11 01,.1.... a nd imra llnl a di\p l,ll)' whit h
dt ..nih<.-d Iht how'ot dunnl/: thl"O(rupa ncy of rsb rsrlo: n
Pt rr)' . Thl" rhird j{ro u p ....mknl with ou t rtl/: isuat rala ­
IOKuinJl: u hjnl\ a nd im p rcl\'infi: cn llo:'C' l io n S1 <IT <l I!:O: .

Indi, idual Sl,ll ll mtmhtt \ co mi nuo:'d and co m p lttnl
lIariom p roJ" " d urinll: th t yta r. Ed Grt gory dMiJl:ntd,llnd
imlalll'd ,ll t John Brown Ho uSt' ,ll n t'f hibilion o rg an ilt'd by

Iormer CUt,llIOT ChriSIOPhn' Campbell, tntirltd "The
Gnlnous lltc::oIdo: ." ""h i( h 100,llIUtM major Rifts 10 the
SociO:ly's museum colfecuons duting the piI\t Itn "ta n . In
,lldd ilion to h is du nes 01\ dt\igntT, M r. Grtgo'1 h ,ll s been
overseeing th e re novauon o f Aldri rh UOUM'. which will
provide within the ntxl vear ne ...' museum ,pact , lecune
hall , Ttctpl ion room , r-lasseooms. o ili er .. and eo tlec tion
\1Or.t1{(' S P;I(~ . M OM major , n uet u r.tl work h,ll s bee n rom­
pleted wilh the ca rving OUI o r the rt("tpllon " Tt a from
.. hat used to be rhe o ld kurhen . An n.ctl~nl innus io n
a nd IiTt a l.. rm , )'sttm hili bo:tn instalted l"'li:tlhtr wi lh ,ll
fim- o:mn-gnlry lighling s)'!iltm. ~t.ajOf tltluiGil I -o r k
rtTTI,ll in \ to be dcee, and thi\ ....i ll be (oll"..,l'd up ilh
final pliu~lingand paimin!!

Torn gr ennan ha s ~un to Mla bli\h a c!ilssifica lion and
re trieval s)'S1tm lor Iht thou sands of o bjeeu, and records in
the Sodtly's r ollecricns. Wt h npt Ihi s s)'stl"m ...i11 aid
researche rs. schol ars and \t a l! mtmbtn in usin g the col ­
Itc tiom. 110: has also es ta blished a program ph otographing
,llll new ar q uiaiuons and wi ll ht enla rging our slide
collec tions 10 anist Ite lUrtrs a nd ot htn imt rnl l'd in
st udying ou r hold ing<; . As o:'\O:T, hi s work co nti n ues in
Q la l"'li:u inl!:,ll ba<k1oll; of Obltels to be recor ded and
improving o ld and inMcuratt records.

Laura Ro brr ts , though no:" 10 the sra ll . has ,lllrt~'

nt<lblishtd,ll uaioing prOfl;liilm fOI guidon at John Bro..·"
house. Fin l to comp lttt the course i\ ,ll fi:Toup of co lltgt
studtlllS wh o will bo:'g in rondueting tours shon l)'. Several
of Iht!it u udtnu are al so doing rt!itaTc h on objteu in Ih o:
col lte-tio lU, ,llnd ont \ rud t n t will ht doin!! 1'lOrk ,ll l tht
Soc io:ry for roll l.'gO: rour 'if:' unlil . Onrt a j{3.in , Wl.' a ll w ish
10 th ank O UT volunltt'n who ha,·t bttn ,llll t llo rmou.. htlp
a nd ilIt Ih.. mainsra,- in o ur I/: uidt profi:Tam_ hp..cia ll ~· wo:
" 'ould Iik t 10 Ihank :\-bri a Bo:nil' -tnlt , E: ~thtr Ma souda ,
Q,llTa McQu.aidt, Silu,h S t..inf"T , Da oitl SUfi:tnn,lln. gu idt'lO ,
,llnd Dormh, 8 OOlonll: . r"tptioniu. Laura .. ill bt
laulKhlllK,ll major rterutlTnl/: pr~am to build up Iht
lI:uido: srafl lh" rominfi: Spflnl!: ,llnd ,llitfildl hds ~It

damonng a t htl door taK" 10 bo:gin U,llillinfi:.
Xfil rI ,- fort" gi fu hill'o:' blTn m ,lldt 10 Iht m u\(' u m collt(:­

lion~ th i, "t,lll ioduding pil in rings. si h·tr. r~lumn. fum i ·
tu n '. m, li lal ~' u llifOlm~ , ch ildu"n'§ lOy' , t....I, and hou\t' ·
ho ld imph·mrnn . A ma jor con 'if:'rv,u ion p rojtel i§ nfilr
com p lt lio n as rht la ' l of t rJ/: h tffn lIags ha s bttn 'lt0l lO

Iht T tuik rs1ustum in W,ll,h in glon, D. C. 10 bt c1t,llnl'd ,
mtndnl a nd moullltd.

Tht m USt'u m \laU, ha ving juS! ca uKhl iu .t,lllh ,ll lltr a
bus, and produrli,t yt ar, looh lorward 10 Iw n ing tht
ma jor port ion of in t ntrRtn and ilUt OIlOn 10 p rndlKtion
oIlho:opo:mng rxhibi tion ,lll Aldrich Ho uSt'_ Indo-o:d illmOloI
,ll lll1'W'mbrn 01 1M SorH-r,-" u.aU ..·i ll !:It IOvoh td in Oot
W,ll ,-' or ,llootlv-r with Ih is m,lljor t 'fh ibilion, wh irh is htinll;
fu ndnl b., il gr.J0l from Iht S illional Endo....mtlll for Iiv­
Hum,llniti t\ . Wt prtdirt Ih,llt Ih is ....iIl bo:fi:io a 10n K stJits

of imo:ro:st in ll: and im lTun ivo: t'f h ibilio ns o n Rhoj .. Isl an d
history, hOI>(' II will hri nfi: moTt' mt m brn 10 rho: Sori O:ly
and, wilh t1o:vtlopmt"Ol o f sp..d a l pl0ll:tams for school
rhi ldrtn , will htlp 10 prnduro: no:w hi story o:nth us ia~n

,ll mon ll; tht )'ou ng_

ASX Lt\'E:QUE
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~ForI:'M W. Abfo l
Norma n V. Ball o u
Ferdinand Sray
Mn . W;a hrl G . Brown
Hazard Bro....nell
Oeorge B. Bull Ol. k
\ ' inam F. Capaldi
Mn . John S. Chaff'f'
M n . [rnnl CliIylOn
H alTY K. Crou
Dons D..vhew
Mrs. Malrolrn P. Dfikr,
lIa rol d Nor ma n Fli m
Ceorge E. [)"wninll:
~brmall:'li Fuhon. .\I n
ROMI tI Goff
\Ir, Jc....ph w G'fflH' , JI.
John A, (;...,nllf'
\h~, Susan W Ha nd v
II ~lanl .... 110 ....('
\ 1r\, II . Sranlry Ho..-e
't n . K,nl P. j ones
:\1r\ , o-w,« T . K('arh
Lawrence Lanpher
Elwood E Leona rd . Jr .
.\I n . Cohn \bkqrao:t>
Mn. Frmrlld. \ b. \On
Mi" GloIdu :'ol :'ohc:kk
.\In. Willia m D;n-i\ \hlln
Mn John P . MOIK'lIl
Dana Ri ll!'
C...m oll H Rid,a,d
Mn . l' . Sl1ow dt"n Ski n nf'"1
Charll:'\ Ii "mllry
Rt'\ _ fl " w"" d F Smith, J r.
Ed " 'ard S Splctr
"'ti n Mu ga fC'l Slo:'um
MI"l_Richmond H S"~I

Mn. Ralph ft . T ..,lor
Mn . John It Wd h
Room.." E. Wt \l gillt'

The ne w pre-adem . MI [)~'fmi\ L Sl<l rk . rold mrm~n
attending the a nnllal meeri ng that he wa rned 10 arrom­
plish fo ur lh ings in his re mar ks . h UI , h.. wivhed 10 ex­
prf'~~ thanks 10 renam mdsviduals an d groups..Yt-ond ly.
he pl,mnrd lU revie ..· the accomphahmerus of the hisronral
SO("if'I~' UJ date. Ttnrdlv . he wa nted 10 ind iGllf' 10 the
Socif'l\ cf'uain cholllrngn and oppnnunilirs Ihal he sa..'
ahead. ," nd Iocnhlv . hf' imrndrd 10 11'11 mtmt..." the­
imp:mam rolr Ihr, could plav 10 help the So. il'l,- con­
unue liS prQRTMoS.

~t. Sl.lTk began lhr than k vous with ~t. Duncan H ,
Ma ur iln , If'liri ng pre-sident. In appreeianon lor MI.
Maura n' s th ree Vf'aU 01 ....rvic.. and up" n bt-hall .,f the
So cirly' s m..m bers. the hoard 01 direc to tv. Mr. Kh br rg , and
lhl' llaff , Mr. Surl prf''\f'nrf'd Mr. ~l.mran wilh a si lwoT
medal wuh the W'al of IhI' Soo:if't)' on one silk and the
burmng oflh.. G,i1Sp-T on 1M OIh..,.

Sf'lll , ~lr. Surk nprn\<l'd his apprf'Ciarion ro Ihf'
nomin;rllnlit ("l>mmlUf"r' and 10 th .. m..mbervhip for t lf'Clinlit
him p rendent. li t also expeessed his appTtdallon 10 his
Ir llo ..· of/iff'''' board m..mbrn Oil l.ltgf', rommiuee cha rr­
men . and romennee members who ha d oflf'Tf'd 10 '\f'n-'I'
wnh him His fina l tha nk you " 'as 10 Mr . Alhl-fl Klyhn- !/:
and rhe "aff for the l'lI.telIl'nl Job lhe')' hav.. dOIlf' and
ron nnue 10 do in admmistering a ffairs of the St.-il'l)' .

Th.. mml im poru nr ;licrOlllplishm..nl oflh.. Sor-i..t)"s
I~-Vf';lir hillory, MI. Surk SOlid, W .IS <a('cumubrion of il~

various rollecrions of hislorical n idf'lKf' con!lt'n"'li \\"I)'
valued in f'uns of 112 mill ion. ThrouRh 1M Rt'~rosiIV of
Mr . and Mn. John :'Iil<hol.ls Bro""n , rh.. Sotit" owns
Jo hn Bro ", n Ho use. one 01 the mO"1 o utstanding houlot'
museums in the countrv . Du rin g th .. admimstrauon of
Gl"OT!r:f' C. Davis rhe S..: if'ly a,'q uirf'd , renovated and
ope-ned rh.. Librar v o n H o pe SUN'I. During Jo seph K.
Oil ' " i1dmini' lra lion lht Sodtt)' OIHluiTnI Ald rich Ho usr
wilh an f'ndO""mrnl from Ihl' R(J{ kf'ff'l lr r Brolh...... Fund

Th.. publiulion. prOKtilm of Ihr Soci ..tv conllnlX'S ""ilh
Rhod"ld.Old II n lQry .lnd spf'dal projrcts including 1M
S OI lha nar l Grf'f'nl' p;lprn ,

:-'; OI"" llh ~l andin ,; .ill1I'h...... OI('compli\hmrnls, ~fr , S lark

!lOlnI ThaI m uch u'mains 10 l..- donr. O p..ninll oj Aldrkh
Hou sr OInd il. lirsl tXhl h ll~ ~holild lM{lIr In fall 1978. Th is
addi ri<>I1,, 1 ',>a,t ~hn ll J d all ow lh.. Surif'ly to ~ho",' mor.. 0 1

in collt. lin n OITid 10 J..- mort rrkvOIllI 10 a la f!~tr propor­
rion of Iht Ua lt'S 101",1 dliltnry_T ilt ni..,y ,hou ld bt
a bl" 10 1f'1I Ihf' uor; of R hod r Id .lll d ' s nt'3.r1 .. 3!JO ..ran of
rxislrt'!Cf' u,htr lholn JU"1 Iwtnl~-li ..t ~ r;;u s Tl'pr ......nlrd so
",·t ll b)' Ihf' John Br....·n Ho u'\f'.

~h . Surlo. indicatrd Ihal Ihl' Llbra r ~ ' s fUIUTf' ...... prr­
holps Ihf' mou im pnrlOlnl i..1X' 10 bt rr\oOlvn:! In ,ht orlll
I..",· \"" 011\. Thf' q Uf'u in ns 0 1 Callf'Cling imrrtsU i1 nd
bu ildinK 'paCI' mu st ht Iit i\'t'o .'''1)' .-arf'lul Ih n ullhl .

Mr. Slark M.Un:! Ihal il i ~ . 't IV impnr tam fo r Ih.. ho ard o f
d ir...-lOl" 10 r..vif'w ~laTV \Cal.... lor 0111 o f its 'laff and m
id..n llfv rf'....'urers nN'df'd 10 proprrh com JX'n oalt ....,uh of
Ih..m

Mr ml..-r.., MI. SIaTk ... id , can J..- m....t hrlplul b. con·
tinllln,; m .... h ..mtnl m Ihr 5o<:Irl\"s ",H'ur. OInd b\ prr-
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'lUding more people 10 become llH'mbrn , fI ... indicated
tha t 1M" aho can help bv itKTt'il,mK lhe-ir o wn fina ncial
suppcn. ~I,",i.dlv IhroulI;h the Friends" C...mpaign. H I!'
expressed the Sot-il!'t~ '\ gramude for inn e.ninll; support
from the SU II!' of Rh•• 11!' h land and avked members 10
encourage Ih l!' ~ldalU rl!' 10 further inOf'a'" o w appro­
priation of 'lLatf' fund,

Mr . Star k not nltha l the end o w men t i'l a n im pon ant
p rov ider of lin..nrial '1 [ab ili lY and " I o nK",nll: in n ,mf' a nd
asked m...mb...n lU rf'm..rnbe-r In ... ~ I...[)' in rh... ir wi th.
both in term s 01 phV'lira] pm'>l" '1 ~ i ml \ 1m our collectio ns.
and eronomic R''lO UR'''' [0 innea 'K' the ..ndowmenr . II.­
reponedrhar rh... s•• irlV h panicipaunl{ ...uh the Rh..d..
hland Fo unda non in th ... ir new p""lffi· in(om... fund,
Mrmbrn mar tra m l..r f .. 1oOUrcn 10 th .. lund , r..reive
approximatel v , ill. perceru incom.. 1m 1...·0 ,..r 'lOm ' lives.
and ha \'l!' Iunds ltan,l..ned at th ... d('ill h ollho'o(' ind i, 'id ·
lUl\ 10 lhf' found'lIlIon·, generalfund ""Ilh Ihf' mcom.. 10

HNn.. in peapetuuj to th ... SOXIetv .
Communi wppon and ...·llIin Kn...u 10 "'''1'' un ,pt"Cial

prOJKU of thf' So-..-i..tv . mdud mll; Ih.. an nual Spri nfl:
Gard.-n Pa rtj . "'a, verv important , ~Ir Stark said . H...
enrouraged memberv to comin u.. an..ndinR th .. Soci ..ty' s
ex hibus. 10 use th ... l.l brar y', a nd 10 bnnll; hi... nds and
...uuors [0 MT J ohn Bro...n H o u ...., o ur \ , .... ial r ll.hibin and
pr rtKtams.

Mr. Slink c1o'l'"d b~' \Ia lin ll: [h al " [h.. 010" im por tant
thing all 01 u-, (a n do i, 10 ronunu.. 10 h..li r ve- in rh.. value
0 1 hi'l IOly and 10 ' Upp<>rl the Rh ode leland H retonc al
So.i" I~' in ....·... no ...ay ...'.. r-an." H ... 'laid th' lI hI' ""01_ . ",n.­
proud 10 br th.. So. i"ly·, n..... pr ..i id..nt and pl n:lKi!'d hi s
..... f)' bM l ..IIous a, "".. b.-xin o u r 1!:I7th )" ..... r 10 work with
mf'mbtn. board of d lU"c lon. cummil....-s and ,taU in rhi ,
tTKXI wonhwh il.. nld.-a"-':N.

D ES SIS E. STARK

Gifts to Endowm~nt

Tht Rhotb hla nd IIlJlo.ical 500 ")/ ha5 d,,,,.,, d,d Orl Ih,
,It,,,,ro5,t..,. 0/115 m, ... bn .' and 1. " "d5 /o , f/l1arl Cial g'l ts 4-\
wt ll a5 hlJlo./Cal ma ft1lal5. Attam'y5 arld t"....1 oll ll:t1s
Will 4-\sjst arld adtll,lt a don or al Iht IImt ,stalt plans a.,.
dn'f'lopt d. ,iddl/ .onal m/o~matlOrl is avculabI, th'ough Iht
Soon..,..

With arl <I••arl ,lt'mt' rll t hro ug h th, HhuM lJl<lrld Faun ·
da tion .t u no u' P05Slbit to rna ., <I ch<l . I/<l bl.t g Ill 10 Iht
.'iOClt t\r whIch II both '<I X Mdwtlb l.t .nd m ....su d b-y Iht
Fou "d<ltlOn 10 , .. tu.n mcom, to th, dOrlo , a unrlg hIS O'
h... 1,1<"1 <I na '0on.. o'h .... bt'n"/lo<lry. Th <llt.... Ih..
mcom.. d It<t'J 10 Ih.. Soc' ''f)' , 171 Add, llOn ro UII" 71g <I

ch. n l. bl.t draue 'I071. Ih, dOrlo, b'/ip4JJ"J <I ll U PIIGl g<lmJ
I<l U S whll.t poJ.Jlbly <lC'tlUlllv /I1 (l"4-\ /I1 .lC Jp..na<l bl, m com'.
Th, Socul-y b"71'I'u by ob'. ... m g 10rl( In m suppo . ' lo
m<lll1l<lm o ur m us..um <I na IIb'<lry ob,nu.

....' 0 ... m lo.m<lllo n ma y b.. obUUrl, d b-y wru...g th,
St crttary, Hh od.. hlarla H iSfori cal Soc i, ty. 52 Po,, '...
St. ....t. P.ov.d..nu . HI 02906.

Offian .netCommill~ ~~brn

~I~nnlll the 1!I61h .-\n nu..1 ~~rinll: 10 ..r Ye'

u ntil th~ Annua1 ~~inll: in 1979

De nr uv F.. Star" . pn5.dn.1
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