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Leba ron Bradford Colt. This
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A Senator of Principle:

Some Correspondence Between

Lebaron Bradford Colt and

William Howard Taft

Leonard Schlup

LeBaron Bradford Colt . d rudgc and senator trom Rhode Island. has been
neglected by hrstonans and laIf;:dy forgotten by the people of hrs ... rate,

but he was a prommcm personalny who deser .....es proper recogrunon.
Burn on June 2'1 , 11'\.16, In Dedham, Massachuseus, he .....as the son 01

Chnstophcr JnJ Theodora Colt, and the nephew of Samuel Colt, who
had invented the revolver in nil;; After attending a vrllagc SChlKl1 In

New Hartford, Connccucut . and Williston Seminary, young Lebaron

graduated from Yall· Uru ....cr ... lty In I S6,'\ and from the law department 0/

Columbia College In New York City two years later. Alter a one-year

sojourn through Europe, he gamed admittance to the bar 10 1871 and
began his practice In Chicago, Illinois.

In I H7"i, Colt relocated to Hnstol. Rhode Island, and iomcd a law firm

in Providence . HiS political career quick ly moved torward after his re­

turn to New England. He served ;.IS a member of the Rhode Island State

House of Representatives fro m I H79 to I HH I; on March 21, I HH I, Presi­

de nt lames A. Ga rfield appointed him United Sta tes dist ric t judge for
the first judicial district . In this posmon. Colt earned respect lor h is

Impa rtial deelslon~ and sound rudrcial temperament, and he came to

the attention of President Chester A. Arthur, who, in lulv ISH~, pro­

moted him to serve as the presiding iudgc of the United States Court 01

Appeals fu r the first crrcuu.

Colt 's role in national politics accelerated in 1912 when he surren­

de red hrs ludgeshlp to accept electron as a Republican to the United

States Senate hom Rhode Island . At that time, state legislators chose

the individuals to serve In the upper chamber, but Colt later won re­

election 111 II}I!'I bv direct popular vote as mandated by the Seventeenth

Amendment to the Consntunon. Although he seldom spoke 111 open

debate on the Senate I1IKlr, Colt gamed a reputation as a skillful orator

posscssmg a superb command 01 the English language. He represented

his consnruerus ....·el l durmg a decade of service that catapulted him

into dealing with the rna lOT issues of the Progressive Era, World War J.
and the early 11,I20S .

When Senator Colt died of heart failure at hi!' summer home, Linden

.\ tr Schlup {cachc~ government at the
Unl\'cr~Il\· (,I South Alab..ma

1



I General m form anon p<:rtJmm~ III
Co lt can be tou nd in crandard t>l""raphl­
cal drrcctones of C()n )!;H~ ~~ , drcuonancs oj
prorrunent Amcnran polmcians. !ul:a l
hrvrcmcs. and "blluafl I:S . SC I: , lor exam ple.
B lU.~rlJ rhlclJ l tnrecunv nt the A m CFlCll n
Cong ress. P7..J- 1 'J 6 1 1\\·a~hm~t"n . D,C.,
19(, t], 7 2 J - 72 " . Sec als o Co lt " "hlluar"
to the Ne.... YlJrk TU1I1'.\ , Au~ I'-J . I Ill" ,

2 Will iam Howard Tal! served a, Sccre ­
taty 01 \\'a r trum 111° 4 to 1ll OH under l're~·

idem The odore Roosevelt

,\ S E t"ATUJ{ O f I'RINCII'LE

Place, in Bristol, on August IS , (')24, be had established solid creden­

tials as a resp ect ed member of the Senate , He had worked dilige ntly for

th e peo ple of h is state and the nest interes ts of th e nation. Followi ng

Episcop alian fu ne ral services. his body \...·as int err ed in the lunipcr Hill

Ce me te ry in Bristol. thereby bnngmg to a close his cont rib ution in a
long line of po lit ical forebea rs to the history of Rhode Island. I

Co lt has rem ained an enigma to historians pnma ri ly because oi the

pau cit y of his political letters and t he difficul ty in loca ting th ese pd­

pe rs. Those pieces that do exist reveal several qualuies abou t the
Rhode Island polit ician and provide schola rs with materia l 10 supple­

ment his speec hes report ed in the Congressional Record. His lett er s
m er it co ns ide rati on because they shed new light on Colt 's career as a

pu blic figure an d on h is conce ption uf the role of the nat ion al govern­

m ent in do mestic and foreign affairs.
A sma ll but im porta nt part of Colt's poluicalleaacv ca n be found in

the pap ers of William Howard Taft , President of the United States [rom

1909 to II} I ). T hi s large co llection. located in the ma nusc rip ts division
of the Library of Congress, contai ns se veral hitherto unpu bli sh ed let ­

ters which Colt an d Taft excha nged between the years H)o6 and I')I\}.

They bring to ligh t certain qua lities of Co il as a puhlic figure and dis­

clos e his rea ction s to events and ide as on leadin g issues . In addition,

th e cor responde nce reveal s th at , on th e one hand, a s trong pe rso na l
friendship ex iste d between th e two men, and on the other, that they

had forged a clan destine poli t ical alliance.
These two leaders sha red seve ral ou ts tanding cha ractcnstics. First .

Colt and Taft bo th acqui red th eir ed uca tiona l tr aini ng at Ya le Univer­

sity, and m oreover , th ey bo th belonged to the Repu bli can party, Both

men were lawyers and judges, for Tail had served as judge oi the Su pe­

rior Cou rt of Cincinnat i, Ohio 11 8 8 7 - 18 \}0) and on the Uni ted States

Ci rcu it Cou rt (18')2 - I \}OO\, and he was late r ap pointed chief justice of

the United Sta tes Su preme Court , in which capacity he served from
1 1}21 to ro jo. Lastly, Colt an d Taft found themselves in agreement

when they es poused domes tic rd or m an d advocatetl an internationa l
rol e for the Unit ed States in the twentiet h cent ury.

The first four lett ers repr int ed below dea l wit h politi cs and patronage

during an era of pro fessional part isan ship . Althou gh Colt was an appel­

late judge at the time, he mainta ined a profound in te rest in the legisla­

tive victories an d th e exec u tive ap pointmen ts of Republican candidates.

Unit ed Sta tes Courts

Boston

Oc t. 2) , I \j o 6

My dear Judge Taft.'
The pre sent situat ion in Rhode Is land is far from satisfactory. The

result is very important since the next Legisl ature wil l he called u pon

to el ect a U.S. Sena to r. Is it possible for yuu to arra nge tu m ake one
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speech 10 ou r Sta te? Senator Aldric h ' te lls me he ha s com m unicated
with you on the subrect . I have a persona l interes t in thi s election
because my brothe r has a ho pe th at If the legislatu re is Republi can he
will be chosen senator. I am awa re of the demands made upon you at
thi s ti me. I would . however, esteem it a grea t persona l favor If you
could com ply not on ly with my Wishes. but with those of all the good
people of our State by spendi ng one day or eve ning with us .

Most sincerely you rs,
LeBaron B. Colt

October 2 ) , 190ti

Hon . LeBaron B. Colt,
Boston, Massachusett s

My dear ludgc:
I have you r lett er of October a j rd.
The itinerar y which has been arranged for me makes it entirely im­

possible for me to go east to make any speeches 10 this campa ign .
Had I not bee n obliged to go to Cuba for a month it would have given
me pleasure to spea k 10 Prov idence, where I remember havin g had
suc h a fine aud ience in the last campaig n.

With regards, believe me,

Since rely yours,
Wm. H . Taft

United States Courts
Boston
Dec. 28, 1908

My dear Judge Taft .'

I know I need not tell you an yth ing about Sam Elder ;' lu s qu alities
of mmd an d heart, h is in ten se loyalty, th e love and respect we all feci
for h im, and th e gratitude that would fill the heart s of everybody
in thi s part of the world Ii he we re personally ident ified with your
adm in ist ration .

Permit me, ho wever, to say a word as to hi s professional s tanding. I
have known hi m long and well , and I beli eve there is no man m New
Engl an d wh o, in respect to lega l att ainments, ripe experience, charac­
ter , and tem pera ment , is better qualified to fill th e responsible and
di fficu lt pos ition of Attorney General.

\\'Ith the h ighest esteem believe me

Very sincere ly you rs,
LeBaron B. Colt

\ Nelson Wilmarth Aldnch was, a R~ ­

pubhcan Unued SlaleS Senator trorn
Rhod ... r ~land 1 1 1< ~ 1- '9 1 11

a Ha...m~ dct...atcd Wilham knnm/1:'
Bryan m the prcsulennal elect ron 0 1 1 90~ .

Tan was Prevrdenr.elecr ar the lime Coh
ma iled Ihl~ letter

~_ Samuel I Elder wa~ an anorne)' In

Bo: ...ton . .\1a"ac hu S<"tt ~, and a member nt
th e pre,tl,lJ:I UU_ 1.1'" firm oi Elder and
Whllman , Tall and Elder knew each ot her
and had corresponded numerous lime,



f.,. Ple~llicnl T~II 'l'k'IW Gelllj<e w
W.l ker~h~m ni N<:w York ~~ AUlllnn

Genel~1

A S ENATOR O F P RI N Ci P LE.

Augusta. Georgie

lan uar v -t, 1909

Ho n. LeBaro n B. Colt ,

United Sta tes Courts

Boston, Ma ss.

M.y dear Judge Colt:

I ha ve your letter of December axth and note what you have to say

about Sam Elder . I shall place your letter on file tor tuture reference.
and thank you for wnung me .

Very sincerely yours .

wm. H. Taft

Thc next eleven lette rs oiler an cnlrghrcrung ghrnpse Into the work­

ing relanonshr p ot Colt and Tan on the League IIi Nanons In I 'J I '} . Taft

began th e correspondence th,n year hy notifying Colt 01 his stand In

sup port of th e League, urgma hi ... m end to keep h im quietly mformcd
on Sena te proceedings. Because Colt and Tall favo red America 's en­

trance into the League ....-ub on ly mmor cLnifying sraecmcrus. they be­
ca me natura l allies when Prcsrdcru\Voodrow w ilson's ve rsailles peace
trea ty enco untered opposmon in th e up per hou se from rrreconcilablcs

and strong rese rvauorusts. The Dcmocmnc Presid ent needed a two­

thirds vote fro m th e Republican Senate for ranfi cauon of the tr eat y.

Unfortunately, th e per sonal and polmcal ammcsuv between th e un ­

yielding Wilson and Henr y Cabo t Lodg e, Republican rnaioriry leade r

and Chairman of th e Senate Foreign Relat ions Com m ittee, intens ified

the debate and co m po unded th e difficulty for "com pro m ise" Rcpubh­
cans such as Colt and Taft . For th ese two lead ers, th e compellmg reu­
son for approving the agreement was th en firm co nvi ction that th e

United States wou ld have to wor k with other nanons to rebuild a Euru­

pcan balance of power. Fun dam ent all y then decision ste m med from

their belief that paramount universal neccssi ues must be recogn ized in

order to deal effective ly with those nation s 10 th e fut ur e.

In a speech to hi s colleagues on the Senate floo r un lul y 17, II,) I \) ,

Colt ou tli ned h is position in de tail. Cla im ing that the League repre­

sented an associat ion o f free nat ion s to prevent war th rough Interna­

tiona l cooperation . he explamcd tha i th e age of neut ralit y had passed
forever. He pointed (JU t tha t prev ious mea ns for preve nti ng war had

failed an d that new met hods were necessa ry to <) \'O IJ international an ­

archy and to nu ru rrnz c the da nge r of another global conflagration . Colt

repeatedly warned the senators of the extreme peril of a second world

co nflic t and predicted Its occurrence unless the nations es tablished a

stable and effective world orgamzanon.

Declaring that the Am encan people su pported the League, Colt em­

pha sized that the Un ited Stales shou ld bnng ItS great military unde r-



A S ENATOR or I ' I<I N C II' L E 7

taki ng that had begu n in H}I7 to a logical and fitt ing concl usion The
nation 's role In the war com pelled the United States to hel p crea te a
new world order, and the League. said Co lt, would operate as the in­
strument to achieve this goal. He further a rgued tha t th e League would
not des troy Amer ican sovereignty or im pose a supe rstate on others. To
satisfy those individua ls who abhorred the League because of th ese
fears. Co lt adm itted that some snteguards should be form ulated . Alon g
these l ines, Colt called fur a clanficanon an d mainte nance of the
Monroe Docm nc, and he stressed the need for assessin g the impact the
League would have on domestic policy, especia lly concerni ng imm tgra­
non laws.

Like Wilson, Senator Colt not on ly endorsed the gene ral princi ples
embodied in the League but insisted that the League was inseparable
from the Versail les peace treaty. Several statesmen for various reasons
conte mp lated divorcing the two iss ues, bu t Colt insisted that the
tre aty, wi thou t a League of Nat ions, cou ld not be properly enforced . In
other wor ds, the new orgaruaanon would provide the m ach ine ry for
the rest orat ion of peace and sta bil ity.' In confiden tia l lett ers over th e
next three months, Colt reit erated and Taft echoed these view s.

PERSO N A L AND CONFI D ENTIAL Point e-a-Pic, P. Q. , Ca na da,

lul y 15, 1919

7 Congressi on al Record , liMn Cn o/; ,
r st Scss . luly 17, 1<,11 <,>, LVIII, PArt"
2721 -272l.

~ Wilham Hamson Havs wasan lnd i
dna polmcun and Chairman oi the Re·
puhhcan Na tional Comrmnec irom IIlI S
tu IIl2t He later served as Postmaster
Ccncraljrcz r - I'In I dunng Harding's
administration.

9 The co ntroversial ten th article ui the
convcnanr stated: "The Members otrhe
League undertake to respect and preserve
as against external af,gression th e rer.
nronal integnty and pulincal indepen­
dence of all Members uf the League In
cave ui any such aggression or In case UI
any threat ur danger of such aAAressluo
the Council shall advise upun the means
by ..... hrch rhrs ubhJ'\atloo ,hall be: iul­
Hllcd" Sec Alfred E. Zrmmcrn, The
League oi NUl/on, and thc Rulc of Lave.
/ 9 / 8 -1 9lS [Lon don. H),H I, H\

10. Elihu Rout was presrdcn r of tho:
Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace II <,I rc c r \12, I. Sec retary 01 War
11i'l <,i9- 190 4), and Secretary 01 State
11<,10 \- 19° 91 under Pt~S[{.lCIlIS Wrllram
~kKin l t: y and Thcodon: Roosevelt , Rc­
publican Senator fro m Ncw YOl k (1<,10 \1 ­
IQ I, I, an d rec rpren t u f th e Nobel Peace
Pnac fur 19 11 .

Hon. Lebaron B. Co lt,
Unite d Sta tes Sena te
Wash ington, D ,C.

My dea r Senator Co lt :
I haven 't written to yuu on th e sub ject of th e tr eat y, bu t it is not

because I haven 't follo wed your course in respect to the matter and
have n' t prayed that your view in respect to th e tr eaty might be like

m in e. Hays, of the Republi can National Committee, telephoned m e
and asked me to send him wh at I th ought cou ld be grante d in th e wa r

of reser vat ion s and in te rpre ta tions, an d I enclose copies of m y letters
to h im , together with a copy of the fina l draft of the sugges te d reser ­
vat ions.' I feci as if these might go through without an ything m or e
than an exchange of ratifica tion s. The five years of Article X wou ld
enable us all to find o ut how th e League of Nat ion s operates, an d with
m y confidence that it is going to be usefu l, I am en tirely will ing to
trust to that experim ent, es peci ally in view of th e fact that we could
withdraw aft er two years." I hav e tried, so far as I co uld, to confo rm
my recommendat ion s to Mr. Root's ." I serious ly object to a failure to
de fine the Monroe Doctrin e. I think th e nations of the world are en­
t itl ed to it, and for us to say that we ar e going to have the Doctrine
mean just wh at we choose it to mean is to assume a spirit of Germ an

do m inat ion that we o ugh t not to manifest after this war. I sincerely
hope that you w ill no t go beyond a concession of these reser vati on s,
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William Howard Taft ( r8H­
19JOJ. Photograph of an
engraVIng courresy of Rhode
Island Historical Societ y LIbrary
(RH I XJ 4659 J·

II Thomas. Slerhn~;I Republican from
South Dakuaa. served In the Unued States
Senate Iro m 19 1110 11l1\

11. Selden Palmer Spencer W;l~;I Repub ­
lican United Surcs Senator trom Mrssoun
11\l 11l- 1<,I 1S1
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and I do n't th ink the concessions should come unt il afte r you have
voted down the amend ments and reservanons that come out of the

Foreign Relat ion s Committee. When th ose are voted down. if th ey

can be beaten. then the issue wil l arise as to a com pro mise between
the majori ty. or th e half of the Senate which has defeated th e pro ­

posed amendm ents, and so m any of the other half as wish to ranfv

the treat y, and will do so on the basis of reservations like those
enclosed.

I beg to call you r attention to the disnncuon between the second
reservat ion in respect to the position of Congress in the performance
of Article X, and the effect of the Sterlmg ' or Spencer " resolutions on
this subject. They destroy the obhganon of Article IO altogether. My
suggestion kee ps the obligation 01Arti cle X lor five years, but puts its
final int erpreta tion m the power 01Congress , where It must be under
the present Covenant, for there IS nobody else ulnrnarelv to deter­
mine for the United Sta tes what in honor and under a reasonable con­
struc tion its duty should be. I feci that the reservation as to the tWO
year's wi thdrawal clause me rely clears up a badly dra wn clause of
withdrawal and that nobody can objec t to rhrs Inte rpreta tion, which
merely retains iunsdicnon ove r th e wn hdrawmg me mber for th e pu r­
pose of asserting a clai m for damages through th e tr ibunals of the
League, an d enti rely releases the wnhdrawmg me mber from any fur­
th er obligations of membersh ip than this.

I woul d consider It a favor if you co uld dro p me a lin e to indicate
what the situa tion is In the Sena te and what you r view of it is.

Since rely yours,
Wm. H. Taft

Pointe-a-Pic, P. Q ., Canada,

July 16, 191 9

Send as straight message.

Charge to th e account of Mr . Taft .

Hon. Lebaron Co lt ,
United States Sen ate,
Washington, D. C.

Please regard m y lett er 01 yes te rday in respect to rese rvatio ns as
strictly confidentia l until you hear (rom me.

Wm. H. Taft



My dear Senator :
I sent you a telegram yes terday. a.. to llo .....s :

"Please regard m y let ter of vest crdav 10 respect to rcservanons as
stri ctly confident ia l unti l you hear Irorn me."

I have ha d a conferenc e with ,I\1r. Hays ove r th e telephone , and I
have unde rs tood from him that he Iullv approves th e reservations that
I have suggeste d to you a" a bas is lit com promise, hut he thinks th ey
should he ke pt con fidc nnalm ord er that they may nut he tr eated .IS

an offer and th e begm mng of a trade , and that they shou ld be regarde d

as a lim n to which in rerp retanons can xo without in vol vin g an 10 ­

definite del ay in the exchange of ratifications givmg the treat y hie. I
conc ur w ith him. I think perhaps It would be verv unwise to have it
kn own that I have suggested them. because the amtudc of many
Sen at ors towa rd me IS suc h th at m v au th orship would prerudr ce and
em barrass th eir acceptancc of any proposition . I cnc lo..e co pies of
fu rther lett ers that I haw sent to Mr Hays. which I thm k explai n
them selves.

Baron de Constant IS probably co rning to washmgton.v lf h ... does, I
ho pe you will ha ve the opport un ity of ..ecmg him and hea ring him on
th... absolu te necessity for Article X. especially If th e spccra l agree­
me nt proposed by the President between Fran ce and G reat Bmain and
the Uni te d States docs not ~o through. as seems likel y. You wi ll ob­
serve that I was convi nced. after m y talk with Baron de Co nstant ,
that th e five years in the first rcscrvauon should be ch anged to ten .
Th e sixth reservation is a pur e interpretation of the Gove rnment. and
one that I hope may satisfy some oi the requirements of Mr . Root 's
first lett er to Mr. Hays, as .....1.'11 as answer the bit te r crit icism s In re­

spec t to Briti sh influe nce . whi ch Mr . Ceorge Wharton Pepper see ms
to be responsible for, and which ha s bee n used to sti r up lnsh feel ing
aga inst the treaty!" ! am wnung to you and to Senato r McCumber 's

and to Senator McNar y '· w ith th e hopc th at you three W i ll dee m It

proper to vot e aga inst amendments and reservation s which would
prevent the exchange 01 rati fications and delay th e treaty. When the
issue then is up as to wh eth er the treaty should he reiectcd or not ,
rrughr I suggest that these reset ....auons. already sub m it ted to you , or
scmethmg within their limi t , might be made th e bas is of a prop er
com pro mise,

r ER\ONAL AN D COl' F! D E!'O TiAl

Han Lebaron B. Colt ,
Unucd Sta te s Senate,
wash ington . D , C.

A SE NAT OR OF r R I N Llr lE

Pointe-a-Pre. P,Q " Canada,
July 17, 19 19

9

I \ Paul btournelle~ de Constant . ~

member of the french Chamber oi Depu­
ue-, 111i 'l \ - 1904 ' ami Senator tro m 1904 ­

1914 wa~ an advocate ot mtemancnal
atbnrauun who had attended the F l r~t and
Seco nd Hague Ccnterences un 111 99 and
t907 1 which formula ted several Sll'fllti ·

unl ne ..... pnncjplcs 01 m rc m arsonalle...
In I 'JOQ. he wa_ J ...-arded the Nobel Peace
Prize I", hl~ work

q Genr~e Wha rton Peppe r. a lawve r.
pwics,ot o j law. an d member of the Re­
pu bhcan Na rrona l Co m mmee. was Ch air ­
man 0/ the l>e nn , ~' I \' amJ Counc il 01
Nanonal De tcnsc ( I <,1 1 .. - 191 91 Fro m
[ \Ill to 1911. he se rved a, a Unucd Slale _
Senator tmm Pcnn svlva rua

1\ l'oner lam es ~kCumbl>r. a cun.
firmed In t ernatLOn<lh~1 un reservedly In
favor III rhe Leagu e " I :'\law", ,> . se rved a' <I

Repuhhcan m t he Uruted Srares '>cnal"
rep resent mg Nonh Da kou lrum 11l 'l 'l 1U
19 21

I"'. Charlev Ltnza .\ 1C!" <lTY ....av <I Re­
pub lican Unued 'UlC:'~ Senat or hum
Oregon n om 1'1171 0 ' \l.U He received
the Repu bhcan vlCe-r re'> ldcnll<l1 nomm a­
n on In 1~40 He ....a' kno....n In the tarm
q.ue~ io t cU"J"<>f\'>Oun~ the III· i<l rN
McN~Tv-Hau l:,en tarm bills dunm t he
1910!>

Since rely yours,
Wm . H. Taft
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11, T~h . ~ prote~ .." 01 I,,,,· at Yale VOl­
v..-r~lty from I ~ I \ If) I \l l i . wav presrdem
III the l U i/;\Jc 10 Entorce reate In l\l lll . an
or"amUlJon lnrmc...t In 111 1\ to ",aln popu ­
lar support lor the ('~ubh~hmenl01a
lURUt at Ihe close otihe war

A S~ NAT(l1l. Of I'NtSC]I'll

Uni ted States Senate

washmgton , D . C.

lulv IS , 1\}1<,1

Hon orable William Howard Tan,
Poin te-a-Pic ,

Province ot Ouebec. Canada

.\ l y dear ludgc Tan :
J received your telegram and have ,US I thiS mome nt rccewcd vour

letter. I sha ll certamlv tolln w your msuucuons and keep your letter
s trictly confidenual until I hear irom you . I am rust leaving to spend
Sunday with my tanulv 10 Bn..tol , R. I.. and w111 read with care your
letter and enclosu res .

I am enclosing you a copy ot J tcw rema rks I made In the Senate

yes te rday wh ich define mv posruon at rhrs time . So fur as the Senate
is concerned, I rhm k the whol e subrect hJS sc u lcd down to the propc­
s inon of the adoption oj the Covenant m ItS pre..ern torm or wuh
reservat ion s, and If wnh re..er....anon... the lorm 01 vuch reservations.
O f course , like a good ludac. I wuhhcld my decision on the question
of reser vanons unti l the arguments arc clo..cd . From the spmt of my
address you can eas ily infer my att itude 01 rmnd with respec t to rh rs
w ho le momentous ..ubicct . I shall he vvrv alad to hear tro m you
further.

Plea se excuse thi s hasty line.
With m y warmes t regards, believe me

Very sincere ly yours ,

LB. B. Colt

PERS ONAL AND COI\'FI 1JENl IAl

Hon . LeBaron B. Colt ,
United States Senate

l'omte-a-Prc I' Q Canad ..d )' •• , d d Ud ,

lulv :10,1'.)19

My dear Sen ator Colt :
I am afraid you w ill thm k I am nverwhclrrung you with co rrespon­

den ce , but th e di spa tch es fro m wa shington seem to show that the
minds of all ar c occ upied w ith the tr eat y, and ther efore a discussion of
It contin ues to be rele vant and co m pete nt .

I enclose copies of two letters I have w nttcn to Mr . Ha ys. I had a
telephone fro m hi m th is monung. the substance of which you can sec
from m y letters.

I fehcna te you on the admirable spl.....ch which you delive red 10 the
Senate on the subrect of the League . I sincerely hope that Senators
McCumber and McNar y will folio w in your foo tsteps. Indeed Senator



." SESATllR O f r-n r x c r r-t e

,\ \c Cum ber has already made a ..pcc cb mdicaung that he, state 01

mind IS exactly lik e vours .

Sincerely yours,
Wm . H . Tait

p, S. Oi course you kno w bette r th an I do, for m y oppon umncs for
obse rva tion arc limned. bu t it see ms rn me th at if by rhc voice of
you rself and Senato rs ,"'1cCum ber and McNar y, the probably radi cal
amendments of the marornv 01 the Foreign Relanons Committee ca n
be de feated . th e psychological moment for effecu ng reasonable co m­
promise along the lmes I have ..u~e..ted will rbcn come.

Pomtc-a-PIC . P. Q ., Canada.
Ju ly 2~ , II} II}

Hon. Lebaron Colt,
U. S. Senate

My dear Senator:
I have read your speec h on the League and it IS a mos t admirable

statemen t. It reads like a fine iudicra l opinion de mons trating its co n­

elusions. I hope you have received my final suggcsnons to Ha ys as to
possible mtc rprcranons to remove: the fears 01 modera te Republicans
favonng the League and a rese rvation scrvmg not ice to tc rnunate our

obhganons unde r the Leagu e ten years he nce unless we: conclude af­
firmatively to gn on with It

I tn cd to keep my suggestions confidentia l but they seem to have
been given pubhcn v. I don ' t knu w th at It makes m uch d iffere nce ex ­

ce pt that it may be used to claim th at th e supporters of the Leagu e arc:
losing fait h . Tha t IS far from the be t . I would vote for th e Leagu e as It
is without bcs it auon . if 1I1 the Senate and J do not th ink that th e
adopt ion of such in rer pretauons as I last suggest would lead to an y
su bs tant ia l d ifferen ce in the opcranon of th e League h om that which
it would haw witho ut the m.

w ith the earnest hope that y(IU and Sena tors McCum ber and Me­
Na ry will save us lrom any real amendments, bchc ve me, as always,
My dear Senator,

Since rely you rs.
Wm. H. Taft

United States Senate
Washington, D. C.

July 29. 19 11}

My dear lu dge Taft ,
O n m y return to w ashington yes te rday after a few days res t I iound

you r kind letter of the 2~th mst . T .....o 01your letters reached me be-

"



"
III Henr y Cabot Lodge repr esented

Ma~~.lchu~tt~ 10 the Llnued ~talc~ Sen­
a te lrom I ~"" to 11114

A S I:NA TOR 0 1 1' lt l N l I J' L I

fore leavmg Washi ngton and two othcr~ we re torwardcd to m e at B TlS­

tel . R. I. All of your communications haw been carefull y gua rded by
m e as I u nderstood {rom the receipt 01 your firs t tel egram that these

ma tters were st rict ly "personal and confident ial"; and in o rder that
th ere rmght be no mistake abou t this I have kept these leners In my

personal possession all the time .

I knew your only wish was to heir the cause and that in the ca rry­

ing OU l of your plan It was best thai these letters should not be made
public ; besides these letters were 0 1 themselves 01 d. personal charac­
te r and not Intended lor pubhcanon as w ,IS evident upon the face of
the lette rs themselves.

You have now made It pert cctlv clear to cverv one that the le tters
were "personal and contidennal ' whi ch was all It was possible to r you

to do .

I can discover no change III the Senate situation. I am , however.

very hopefu l 01 the final resu lt . It looks now as II it would be some

weeks before the Foreign Relations Commutcc fimsh their wo rk.

m eantime many senator!'> w ho favor the League are ~I \'tn,i; close ancn­
tion to the subrec t of reservanons. and t he for m of rese rvat ions w hich

ha s bee n suggested by yourse lf and others.

With m y kindest regards bel ieve me

Since rely yours.
LB . B. Colt

Ne w Haven, Co n nectic u t

Oc tober 'i, Iyly

Hon. Lebaron B. Colt ,

United States Senate ,
Washington, D . C.

My dear Senator Co lt:

I th ink' left yo u, in lead pen cil. so m e suggeste d verbal changes in

the rev ision of th e proposed reserv at ion of Articl e X, whi ch Sena to r

McCumber tentati vely agreed upo n with Senator Lodge." don 't like
th e reserva tion, but II so me such rese rvat ion has to be adopted . I sug­

gest tha t it is ma de clearer by th is form wh ich I enclose. It s chid

differen ce from th e McCum ber ·Lod..:e suggesnon IS th e tran spositi on

of the word s " under any art icle (If the t reaty ior any purpose," so as to

make certain that th ey limi t on ly th e word s "to employ th e m ilit ary

and naval forces of th e United States," and do not ex pand th e mean­

ing of th e words " to interfere III controve rsies be twee n other nat ions ,

m embers of th e League or not " beyo nd the provisions of Article X.

Confidentially, , thmk by subsm un ng for th e word "u n less" th e

words, "except as," the reser vation docs not des troy the obligation,

bu t it only points wit h emphasis to the fact that the obligation is one

which Congress m ust specifically de term ine to exist , under Article X

or under an y ot he r article, in respect to rrul uarv and naval for ces.



A \~~ATOR O f rR I:" L II'l l

I saw Senator I\elln~ agam on the subrecr of the lohnson amend­
ment . He said thai Senator Lenroot was drafting a reservat ion whrcb

he proposed 10 move as a su b-mute tor the Johnson amendment . In

effect it .....as a dcclarauon that the United States as ...umcd no obhga­
lion to he hound by any action 01 the A~ ...emblv III which any membe r

and its selt-govcrrung dommions had in the a~rl'.l:ate more than one

vote. " It seemed to me that that wa... very obiccnonablc. T he tr u th
is that III mo... t decisions we wou ld rather have the vote ... of the Brit­

ish colonies than .....e would the vote ... oi some countries like Ham
and Honduras and Slam. Mor e rhan this, if such a rcscrvanon were

moved , it would not be accepted hy the lohnson-Borah group. " be­
cause they told ,\ 1cNary they would not accept It , and the Democrats

would vote agamvt It , .,0 that It would he lett In th e an, with a com­

paratively small nunontv supponma It . The way to heat thclohnson
amendment . m m y rudgmcm . I ... to VOle agamst It, and I am hoping

you w111 Impress Senator Kello~ wuh this View, because I understood
from you that that is what you think .

I thank you lor .l:lvmg me the opportunity of seeing you and having

the very san ... Iacturv diSCUSSIOn that we had . 1 understood you to say

that you gathered trom Senator Sh ields that he would vote against the

Johnson amendment ." If that IS dear, I dunk the Johnson amendment
w·111 ce rtam lv be beaten .

\'\lith best wi sb e....

Smcerclv yours ,
wm. H. Tah

New Haven , Connecticut

Oc tober 2~ , I(jl Y

Hon. Lebaron B. Colt,

United States Senate.
washington . D. C.

~1 y dear Senator -

I can not understand what I ... bcmz done in the Senate now wnh the

rc...crvanons. Have the mild re!'l'rvaUollists completely surrendered to

the "Bitter Ender ..;" l Do they CXpt'Ct to have the Alht'd nations ac ­

cept such a quail tied l'ntranct.' to tht.· Lea,gue by Ihe United States. thaI

..he is to he reheved irom e\'ery one of the obligations, and they arc

to he bound hy all ot them; LJid Sl'nator M cC u m her consent to that

which relieves the United States from the obliga llOtl to l'nter into a

boycott; I can not understand It. Cou ldn't you ddvi"'l' me what the
actual situatIOn IS ; ,\ 10s t of us will thorou,ghly sympdthize with a

\'nte by the LJemucrat .. to relect the treaty unde r the conditions of

..uch reservation.. a.. those which .....ere adopted hy the committee yc~ ­

terday. After havlll~ made so ~rcat ;1 fi~ht and defeated the amend ·

11

19 Prank Ihllml(' Kdl,,£.l: ...~, ~ Rcr un
hcan Unucd '-U IC' .....n~1Ur Im m vt m
ncscua (I 'l l ' - I '11 \1 xccrc ra rv 0 1 ' r.lre
( I 'J H - 19 1'1' u nder rn,"'ldem Calvin

Coolidge. and llldUthul UI th e I\e llllJ:J:
Bnand Peace I'J l t 'I~nl'd m I 'l l'

10. Hiram Warr en fohn,on, th e 1'1O;; ll"

vrvc and Rcpuhhcan Umted Stau- s 'enalOf
trom Cahtormd Junn!: the year' 191 7 to
I'I~ \, prnpo-cd an unsucc essfu l amend
rm-nr Ihdl provided I'" r " ua lll v 01 votm;;
In th e Counci l and rhe A"emh!\"01 the
League oj Nau"n,

z r lrvm e Lut he r Lennjot . a Repu hhc an
trom WI'KOn~m . ....-tvcd m the Unned
' 1,tIl':S Senate 11<' 01 I 'll' W I'll ~

11 The Covenam ul Th o: League III /'o.:,t
truns provided tor a 'cc reun.lI to be
located at Ccncva ..... nzerlan d. .In A,
-emblv 1>1 member n,tt l<ms, .and a C"unl rl
((," ' Ist ml: 01 tcprevcnt anvev trom Cll·,tr
Bnram . h alv France lapan. the Un ncd
'tdles. and tour orhel nauuns

1, wilharn lJI(;11 BOIah, a Rcpubhc.m
I'OlatJ(lnl" l trom Idaho who served In th e
lInned Statc-, 'u-narc trurn 1907 ro 11/40 ,
vchcmeru lv con de m ned dnd o pposed th o:
LCdJ:UC li t Nanon ,

1~, fohn KmdH <;hleld s. .1 Dc m ocratu;
Unued Slatcs SCn d"'r nom Ten nc c-ce
, r'o1 I • - 191 <; 1who ..... rved on the ......nate
f or cr!Ul RclJlw n, Comrmt tec. opposed
Unucd <;tatc.. member,hlr In an mterna
Unna I Oll/:am:.atl(ln thou gh he .... :.IS ''''111­
ml/: to co nc rdcr cenain catezu ard-, and
re,UIC!I\'e amendrnemv

1 <; The ·'hmcl endc" . wer e the Senate
urccon crlables. such a, Borah. .... ho ah­
horrcd th e Ve".ar lk, T redty, retecred com­
prcrmsc. and remained adamant rn rhcrr
tru ensc nppovtuon to U nned "ure' rM
IIClratinn m rhe Ll'd);lle 01 Nanons



11> G t'llr lte H llt.tm ~ Moses, a Rcpu blr­
can, repr esented Nt'w Harnpvhrre In th e
United Stare-, " enat t' tmm 19 11< to 19 " ­
Hrs amendmem. JclC.lleJ on OnnN-1 p ,

H/19. by , S'OIC nt 49 !II U, deal! wuh
equahtv oi vou nlt In the Lc.l!(uC(l j r-; , ­
nons See Henr y C..bot Lodge. The .,enate
and the LeoJ:tJe 0/ Na tlon< IN..- .... York .
19 2,1 11" -1 19

A S ENATOR O F I' RI N ( rr- t e

m enr s. it is imposs ible lor me to understa nd how Senator '\1cCumher
ca n ha ve yielded cverythmg af ter the b. nrlc wav won .

Sin cerely vou rs

w m. H Tat t

United States Senate
washmgron. D. C.
O ctober 2'\ .191 9

Honorable Wilh am H Tan.
New Haven . Conn.

My dear ludge Tall

I hardly know hoc..· In replv ttl you r kind letter oi October z j rd.

saw Senator McC um ber rhe, m orning. and he sa rd that he had written

you in rega rd to his posmon I understand trom the Senator that he

objects to se ver al 01 the rc ..crvanons of the Fore ign Relation.. Com­

mittee as no w tram ed. I quit e agree w uh h im , however, that the

Com m it tee 's reservanon In regard to Article X as now fram ed does

not re lieve us from t he obhaanon 0 1 economic bcvcon under o ther
articles.

I ha ve bee n ti.i:h tmg to de tent al l amendmen ts to the T rcatv. The
John son amendment W,I,,> vcrv popula r. and I was atr.nd at one ti me

that we co u ld not m uster enough votes to defea t It . The ame nd me nt

ca me to a vote thi s morn in g and we succeeded in bean ng It by a

close margin . As th e VOlt' was unex pec ted, seve ral of ou r De moc ratic

friends who would have voted agamst II were abse nt. The vote s tood

38 for, to .ro agamsr. WIth SIX of those who would have vot ed against

absent. making the ac tual vot e. had all been present , H fur , t o cz
against. The Moses am endment IS next in ord er," and to this amend ­

ment Senator Shields (of Tt'nnesscl'\ ha.. offered a su bsut u rc . It is also

understood that variou s other amendment s will be offered befor e we
reach the co nside rat ion 01 rcscrvanon...

Now, what I want IS to have t,tgh t ur run c lit us Rep ubli can s hold

together and vote agallh t every amendment, an d then we ca n tak e up

the quesuon of reser vat ions. It is n ut true that all 01 the Committ ee 's

reservations are sa tisfactory to th e enti re body of Repu blicans . an d

the ques t io n of what rese rvanons should finall y he adopted is st ill

open to be fu lly cons ide red whe n we dispose of the amendments .
With warm regards , be lieve me

Very since rely yours,

LB. B. Colt



A 'iENATUR o r l'IU~ LII'LI

New Haven, Connecuc ur.
October 29, 1911}

Hon Lebaron B. Colt,
Unued States Senate,
wa shmgton. D. C.

My dea r Senator Colt:
I O W L' you an apology fot a nu..under ... tanding on my pan of the r rth

rcscrvan on of the committee. A... reponed in the New York Times and
else whe re, this rcservanon ...cc mcd to cut the heart out of the boycott
under Article XVI.]" It res erved to the Uni ted States the abso lu te

power of perrrumna its nanonab tu dea l with the nation als of the
cov en an t -brea kin g cou ntry, It k it mit the lim itat ion al toge ther that
rhc nauona ls of the covena nt -breaki ng country th us to be deal t wi th
should livc eithe r in the United Sta tes or in any othe r count ry, not in
th e countr y breaking the covena nt . I ha ven 't any obrccnon to the res­
crvanon a... It is. I was not made aware of wh at the true reservat ion
wa ... un ti l yes terday, when I recei ved the fu ll print 01all th e reserva­

nons. I congratulate you on carrying out your plan to ..wt rime Repub­
licans to stand together to vote against amendment!'>. T hi s IS a great

victo rv. A'" I conceive It now, you r difficulties are with the Shantung
rescrvanon and with the rescrvanon 10 substitution tor the lohnson
amendment ." I should think that the Shant ung reser vation might be
drawn III such a way as not to anr om lapan. and yet IIlSISt upon the
condition of Lapan's withdrawal . and reservmg full hbenv of action on
the pan of the Unued States, if she docs not withdraw In a reasonable
umc, and that within the rudgrncru of the United States .

I begin to hope that you wrll bc able to get th e treaty thro ugh in
such a form that the other powers will accept It, If you can get over
the Sha n tu ng d ifficu lty, an d if you do , it will be a grea t tr iumph for
your dev oted band of mild rcscr vauom st s. I am ver y impat ient with
th e De moc rat ic attitude. The suggest ion that th ey wi ll rciect th e reso­
lu t ion of rat ifica tion 0 11 acco unt of th e reserv at ion as tu Amclc X is
one of those foolish statements tha t w ill return [0 plague the m . The

count ry is most impat ient for ranfi can on . The delay in the treat y has
created a condit ion m respect 10 ou r foreign trade that is d is tressi ng
and IS going to grow more so . The Democ rats can no t afford to defeat
th e treat y. If they had .£:00<1 sense. they would now be contemng with
you and you r sacred Dine as to rese rvanons . Indeed they ough t to ha ve
done so long ago.

Dr . Lo well of Har var d IS to be in washington today, and I sincerely
hope that he WIll have an opportunity to call on you and ta lk ove r the
matter." I presume [hat the pream ble and Article XIV, 'lI suggested by
Reed, <I can be beaten by the union of your own group and the Demo­
crats. T he prea mble is unnecessa ry and Invidious, and of course reser­

vation No. q, suggested by Reed. emascu lates the who le League .
With best Wishes and great respect, beli eve me,

Sinc erely yours,
Wm. H. Taft

I~ Tbc vrxteemh amcle perrmrtcd the:
expulsion 0 1 m ...mbers who violated agree
menr, Other amcle, OHr which Coh Ind
Tan labored mcluoed Amell' I l p ro~' I S1<m,

lor wll hdra"'ialL Arucle.. \V an d V tvollnjl.
procedures]. and Arn ell" XXII ...huh
vrared t ha I no governm ent had to acce pt I

m andate aJi:,alnM u s ...·111
III Germa nv resigned all ItS nghts ami

pn,,·lI eJi:,e s In th e province of Shant ung
to lapan rarher rhan IU China. Although
Wilson rdU'Iolndy conscmed ro this sec­
lion of the VenallJes TrUlY, the Sena te
Forel~n gclauon, Commmee adopted
amendment.. to r..... tore to China the
n.(ht ~ rcnnunced by Ce:rmany In Shan­
rung. Allrhc Republican members on the
rommutcc supported the: proposruons ex ­
cep t McCu mber, who voted With the
s"hd Dcmocrauc membeesh rp al(am)1
them

1\1. Abbo1t l awrence lowell , p residen t
01 Harvard UmvclslIY 11\109- 193 31, wn
charrman of the execunve com mmee of
the l e:ajI;Ue til Entc rce Peace

JO. The: touneemh arucle dull wuh
co mpu lso ry ve:r~u!> volumary arbnratjon

31 lolmn Alexander Reed. a Dem o­
crat from MiSSOUri, served In the Unlled
Su res Sen ate h om 1911 IU 191 \1 .

1
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Woodrow wilson ( 18.56- 1924) .

Phorograph of an em~favmg

courtesy 0; Rhode Island
Historical Soctetv LIbrary
(RHi XJ 46 58).

A SENATOR Of I'IUN Cll'll:.

President Wilson commuted a serious error In judgment by not

wo rki ng closely with Colt regarding the modifications that were

needed to secure passage of the covenant . Colt would have made an im­

portant and loyal ally had Wilson possessed the foresight and political

courage to invite him to accompany the American peace delegation to

Paris in 191\} . By stubbornly refu sing to mclude Colt and Tat! In his
inner circle of advocates. Wilson madvcncmlv fostered the belief that
the League was a political issue and weakened his bargaining power
with moderates and reservancrusts. Thrs fatal flaw In wilson's charac ­

ter cost him the League and probably his health .
Colt and Taft , on the other hand, were correct In then assessment oi

the chances for ratification of the treaty without reservanons. and they
displayed a more realistic attitude to ....-ard compromise than did \ \'11­

son, These two iormer rudges ....'ere mild rcscrvauomsts 10 1919 w ho

sponsored modest mterpreuve clarifications that would haw protected

the United States Consutunon without destroying the purpose 01 the

League. Moreover, unlike cenam Senate Republicans, they emenamed
no thoughts of opposmg the covenant me rely to discredit Democrats

and the President . In tact. Colt and Taft attacked ouensive parusanshrp
as well as obstrucncmsm and vacrllauon 10 the conduct of American

diplomacy.
The Colt-Taft let ters arc sigruficam m several respect s. First , they

demons trate the du rability of a politica l rela t ionship. Second, the cor ­

respon dence traces the agontamg dilemma which confronted both

statesmen du ring the imbroglio ove r the League ot Na tions. Third ,

these Rep u blican lea ders agreed on the necessity of keeping thei r mes­

sages st ric t ly co nfiden t ial and usually wrot e the word "personal" at the

to p of the letter s.

Co lt expressed in these letter s to Tall h is co nce rn over several mat ­

ters wit h which he had become in volved du ring his politica l ca reer.

From a law yer 's office in Prov iden ce to a se natorial cha ir in Wash in g­

ton, he ha d travel ed a road tha t wok h im th rough local , state, and na ­
t ional politics. His cl ose connec uon with President Taft. a relat ion sh ip

overloo ked by presid ent ial scholars, h ighl ight ed one mean in gfu l ph ase

of h is life as a publi c offici al.



The Great Textile Strike of 1934:

Illuminating Rhode Island History

in the Thirties

James F. Findlay

UR(;E.STlY RE.QUf.<;T YOU DIRECT AD~URAl HUS U......

ARUS""" xewroar RI TO DETAil 1 ~';'.H_DlATllY nve
HUNIJREll TRAll'Of.I> .\Ul'O fOR " ER\'H..:l AT MY OISCRE ­

TIO!" . RIOTOU\ .",oa\ O[STROYIf.;C CITUS AND TOWN,,> IN

:-;ORTlHRf\; PART OF '>TATL ... ALTHOUGH ORIGINAL

Il I"ORlllR WERE. IN TlXTlll ARIAS PRISE NT LAWLES.. r-.:E ....

AND VIOUN C[ IJUE. TO COM ...'UNIST ACT!\'lT lb AI'o'D

C,E"' ERAl LAWLE llE.\o'lNT, !'IiDT ..TRIKIR ' A N Y

INIURED I N WOON\O<..:KET ...t Ar- y CASUA LTIES If' CENTRAL

fALL .., Al"U AT 'oAYLE'>VILLE . EXPECT TROU RLf. II': OT HIR

lOCALITIES, I' RO UA RLY ,\ \ ARC H 0 1'0' STA T E 1I0US £ ronev.
DRAST IC ACTION ."" U ST BE TAKE N TO RESTOR E LAW AND

OR ll lR .

Gov ernor Thea Fran cis Green '

Th ese drama tic words of Governor Green, dispatched in th e t:arly
hou rs of th e monung uf Septembe r 11, I<,l H, to the President of th e
Un ited Sta tes, suggest something of the tumu lt, excitem ent , and ten­
sion crea ted in Rhude Island by th e massive textile strike of I <,l 1-t. Al­
tho ugh part of a nationwide walkout of texti le work ers, the Rhode Is­
land portion of th at ~reat indus trial conflict illumi na tes a number of
historica l tendencies which by I'H -t were powerfully affect ing th e fun ­
damental eco nomic , politica l and social struc tu res of the Oce an Sta te.
It is th e int en tion of this essay not only to ske tch out th e specific co n­
tours of the strike 01 1<,l1-t as It affected Rhode Island, but .1 10;.0 [0 dis ­
cuss some of the broade r im plications of this upheava l fur th e Mate III

the 19 jos and afte rward.
The Immediate background of the textile stri ke of I ~ 3 -t rested in the

national de press ion of the early thirt ies and th e beginnings of the New
Deal. The tcx nlc indust ry in Ne w England. already in a depressed co n'
dnion rhr oughour mos t of the 1920S, experienced furt her decline as the
Great Dep ression gathered momentum between 1929 and 191-t - The
Nanonal Industri al Recovery Act, one of the ear lies t efforts of the
Roosevelt adrmmsrranon to provide help to Ioundcnng businesses.

Mr. Emdla y l~ a member of rhe Depart­
meri t 01 Hl'w ry at th e Umve rsnv of
Rhode Island.

I. Telegram . Theodore Francis Green to

Fran kh n D. R'M)~o'clt Sept. 13. 19>4. Oi·
nClal hie. Box 407·B. folder enurled "COl '
ton Text ile Stri ke Ill." Roosevelt PaplOr, .
Franklm D Roosevelt Library. Hyde Park .
NY
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1 Rep<m or Ihl' Boord or l nq unv for
fhl' COllfm Ttx/l/" Indu-<ln' 10 rh.. r're ~ 1

dl'nr, Sept 1914 . \ , stnd , herealter cu ed
;,r,~ Board 0; ln qtntv Report i\r the end oi
(XI 19B. when NRA code rro\"lSllln~

were achle\'lnj\ ma:umurn enccrs . th ere
were an eMlmaled ?I ,an? iexnle "'o,kC'IS
em ployed In Rhndc: bland This was In

con rrast to an all-rime low 01 ~ 1. IO I

workers tabulated rUM a vear earlier be·
tore rhe textrle code haJ been tormulared
See Rhode lsland Department 01 Labor,
Annual Repan, 19 11 , 9 1, 9 9

\ A bnet. excell ent summarv of th ese
eond lUOfls IS In "Ge neral Texule Strike.
September, 19 \'; . ~ a memorandum pre ­
pared by the U.S RUTC:;!U 0 / Labor SUfi) '
Il C\ , Ian I I . 19 J I . In tolder emil IN

"C.encta l Textrlc SUlk.:: Flk lJ.;.pn. Tex ­
nl ... Labor Relanonv Bo.ard, NRA til es ,
l"aunnal Archl\'''' . WaShtnl\lnn , D.C.
her eatter cued as "Ceneul Text rle ~U1kc ,

1914 "
.I Board of lnqunv Repor r, '- .I, Tn

rl l .. Work.." XXlI ll llU I JO!< -lO<,l , Pnwt­
dena toamat, Au,l ,I. IIIU, bJnh.J
Hadcock . HU boI Problems In Rhode Is­
land Cmwn :'>' 11I~ , 17 \10-1 1140 ," 1 vols
lunr ubhshd doctora l drssenauon. Bm....n
Umvcrsuy, III00bl, I. nfl, II . Choi r fl The
summer 01 111 ' 4 was oIlso a lime 01 gcn ­
erallabor unrest throughout the nanon.
A massive general strike In Mmncar..h~
provoked Widespread vrot enee and even­
tually required the uM; ..1 the Nauonal
Guard to rest ore order Prusrtanons ....nh
the madequacres III the N RA codes pro­
duced work SlUPPolj;\CS among ,l(arment
workers In Brooklyn and Newark, among
11,000 printer~ In Ne.... Yor k C ity. and
among 111.000 InnJo:shoremen In San Fran­
CIS\:O. In early AUJo:us t ~ lrI ke~ also OC·

cur red among shoe wo rkers In Mald en
and Lynn, MJ~s .. and in the alu m mum
mills ot rh... Mellon Industry In and ncar
Pittsburgh. Sec Providenc.. loumal, AUj;\

I , l , ll, I I , 11, t 9 14
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sough t immediat ely to /;;rapple with the problems in the rcxnlc indus­
tr y. The new law required that "codes of fair competition " be created
to es tablish nationw ide standards for wages. product ion quotas, and
working co nditions wnhm a given Industry. Rcpresentanves of the tex­
tile Industry were the firs t group ttl come forwa rd with a proposed
code , .....hrch was implemented under the Na tional Recove ry Admin­
istra tio n in July 19J J. The textile code, backed by the powe r of the fed­
eral government. seemed at firM to improve the lot of workers In [he
industry. The baSIC work week became fonv hours, a mator reducnon
In time spent on the lob fur many laborers. The wage differential be­
tween northern and southern texulc plants was significantly reduced
tbur not ehmmated as the workers desrred l. with the weekly rmrumum
wage in both regions being increased from pre-II}H levels . Child labor
also was to be abolished . Fur a bnci time, nauonallv and in Rhode Island.
employment levels rose and average earnings per wo rker increased. '

Caught m rhc vise of oJ long-running national depression, however,
the industr y was unable to implement fully the provisions of the ne w
textile code . In ~lay 19J-I, the NRA approved a twenty-five percent re­
duct ion in work hou rs, and cor responding pay cuts, in texti le plants
throughout the nanon . By August II}J-I , average earrungs in the indu s­
tr y were about 51 1.50 per .....cck . forty percent less than the average for
all ot he r manutac ru nng workc rs. At the same time, the industry was
experiencing widespread worke r discontent . '

In 19H, the foremost unu m in the industry was the United Texti les
Work ers (UTW). Founded In 1901, th e unv had always been conse rva­
tive to moderate in its baSIC philoso phy. Sponsored from [he begin ning
by th e AFL, it had opposed in Its cady days the Inrernauonal Workcrs
of the world IIWWl, a mu ch more radical workers ' orgaruaanon which
had developed broad support in texti le m ills in East Coas t cit ies during
the first two decades of th e tw entieth century. T hc IWW lost influen ce
during and immediately after World War l; un ion organizing amo ng
textil e work ers see med at its nadi r in the 1920S, However, with th e
onset of gene ral hard ti mes and the comi ng of the New Deal, a ren ewal
of work er m ilit an cy came abou t in the early I I} WS. As late as 11} J2, th e
UTW possessed a memb ership of litt le mo re than 20.000 wo rke rs in
the ent ire indus try. Shortly afte r ado pnon of the NRA Code, however,

the Ul"\-V unde rtook a nation wide organizing campaign. In May II}H ,
the un ion claimed a mem bership of abou t too.ooo workers, NOTlh an d
South, in Cutton plant s alo ne:

There had been two mows by the unv to call a national strike in the
summe r of 19l-l . Fol lowing the NRA 's Implementation of the twenty­
five perce nt reduc tion In work hou rs. a walkout was th reatened In June ,
bu t th at lob action was called (Iff when officials of the supervisory fed­
eral agency made conciliatory gestures. In Augus t a threatened strike in

woolen and worsted mil ls across the nation was aver ted whcn a ne w
federal arbltratlon boa rd was set up to cover that portion of the industry.
But the basic demands and ,itJicvanccs of the workers remained unmet.

•
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These demands included ending the practice of th e "str etch-out" [in­
creased workloads in th e mi lls] which had been going on since the early
1920S; ha lt ing the declme in wage sca les and weekly .....ork schedules ;
and prevent ing the co nti nued mis tre atment by m ill owners of work ers
..... ho engaged in uruon activities (such m istreatment clearly violated Ar­
ticle 71AI of the Nat iona l Industr ial Recovery Act , w hich recogn ized th e
.....orkers: legal righ t to parti cipate in collective bargaining). '

In mid- August, the un\' held its na tiona l convent ion, and the gro..... ·
ing unrest amo ng th e ran k and file of its members .....as readily apparent.
The convent ion approved a definite str ike date (the first Tu esday in
Septe mber), if th e grievances previously noted were not recogni zed and
dealt ..... ith by that tim e. In th e intervening t .....o week s th ere .....ere sev­
eral efforts by federal officials to initiat e effective negotiations, but all
th ese attempts failed . On Labor Day, September 1, 1914, the first na­
tion wide Strike in the textil e industry began.'

From the onset the strike seemed .....ell organized in Rhode Island ,
partly because the U'Tw Itself was relatively well organi zed In th e
state . Mu ch of th e na tional and regional leadership of th e union was
from th e Ocean State-Thomas McMahon , the national president ;
Francis Go rman, th e first nati onal vice-president and the chairma n of
th e nationa l strike corn mmce, and John Po.....ers, member of the na­
tiona l executive counci l and an Important stri ke leader ami organizer
in the New England region . Other Aft -affiliated un ions in the state
provided financia l and picketing support. A small competi ng textil e
union , th e Nationa l Tex tile Workers, joined the strike at the outse t.
The NTIV represented left-wing militancy among textile operatives
and had affiliations with the Communist Part y. The Independent Tex­
ti le Union of woonsocket. a key loca l workers ' organization in tha t
maier textile center, called its 1,000 members out of the mills on Sep-

Theodore Francis Green and
Franklin D , Roosevelt. Photograph
court esy of Theodore Francis
Green Il.

~ "General Texnle Srnke , 19,4,H1, 4 ,

Ptovrdence Journal, lune I , 1 , J, 19.4 _
11 _"General Textile "trike, IIlH ,H), 4.

Provulence toum at, Aug, 14. 15, 11, JO,
l l, Sept. 1. 19 )4 , Hadcock. " La bo r Prob­
lems rn Rhode Island Colton ~hlls. " II.
,,10 - ,Ill



20

Governor Theodore Francis
Green had mobilized the
Naucmal Gua rd on September 10 .

1914. after the ou tbreak of
violence In Savtesville. Here
"oops prepare to .~ trJn~ barbed
WI re In the TJot area . Phoroxraph
courtes y of the Providence
toumal Company

1 Hedcoc k. "Labor Problems In Rhode
bland Colton ,\1 1 11 ~. " II . \1'1-\11\ , Gary
Gcrsdc, "Th e Mob.lIz.IIIon ot the Work­
mit Cla~!> Commumev The lndcpendenr
Texnle Unum In Woonwckcl , 19 )1 ­
19.&6: ' Radical H' ~t()fY Rn'/t'w ISpunR
197 /1 1.1 1>1 - 111 , Tcxtlle \o\'or ker, XXII
119141. 11 1 .

II. PwvIJ"m,:e toumat, Sep t. ol. fl , 7,
19 ) ol

9- Hadcock. "Labor Problems In Rhode
Isla nd Culton M Ills," Il. JH1- \ 1:14; Wuut! ­
socker Call. Sell l. 10 , 1\1\4 .

10. The: newspape rs Irorn th e la rges t
cures In th e nort hern pa rt oi the sta te pro­
vrdcd detailed dally coverage 01the str ike
Th e Prov/<Jem:e Journal and the E~'enlnx

Butlenn were 'lu lle svrnparhe nc III the
mill owners, though thl"Pawtucket TI ffi n
gave the mus t Iavurahlc COVl:f;I,l:C til the
smke. T he Wuom ock et CaIJl'flJvldcd
more penet ranng repon1Og and bal anced
analysb of the events The Pmvldenn'
Nf' W~ ' Tribune , a Democratic paper, abo
provid ed Impo rlant delal l ~ an d a gene ral
perspecnve on the sm ke nOI lound else­
where , Th e smaller dalli es and weeklies
around the Slate , suc h as the Pawtu!lt'f
V(JJJrv TImes IWarwu.c kl and the WeSferll ·
Sun, showed less concern 10 the reportlfl l:
of events. These newspapers wrnmanzed
develcpmem s mo re otre n and devoted
less space ro recapnulanons of events ,

T H E G RI AT T[ X Tl l I .' TRI I( E. llf 1~'4
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[ember 10. The ITU, whrch played an important role In [he strike In

Rhod e Island, differed conside rably m plu loso phy and characte r from
the UTI\'. It was organized more alo ng the lines 01an Industrial umon ,
tr ied [0 take full account of the powerful French -Canadian ethnic con­
necuons of th e ma jor ity of th e wor k force In Woonsocket , and gener­
all y was far better discip lin ed and cohesive as a local workers' orgam aa­
[ion than was the UTW.

In most mills those workers strong ly co mmi tted to th e stri ke were tn
the minority. Nevertheless, th e UTW developed a technique to sus tai n
mass picketing at num erous si tes si mul taneously with a minimum
number of people avail abl e as picket s. Th ey created mobile unit s of
picketers, up to thirty -five person s per unit. ..... ho moved from place to

place by car. Dubbed "tlving squadrons," apparently th ey were effective
because they provoked much negative com me nt from newspapers
sympathetic to th e mill owners ; newspa per accounts made repeat ed
reference to "outs ide agitators" and "unwanted picketers from outside"
wh o were prev enting "worke rs wh o want ed to work " from doing so."
Some of these mobile pick et ers were from the large text ile cente rs of
Fall River and New Bedford in near by sou t hern Massachusetts, and
their enthusia sm and geographical proxrmnv greatly aid ed the str ikers '
cau se. Later in the stnke, after viole nce had occurred , pick eting was
more carefully monitored accord ing to informal arrangements worked
out between Covemor G reen, th e head ui th e State Police. and the
str ike leaders."

The mill owners and their supporte rs vigorous ly resist ed all these
str ike efforts. Injun cti ons agains t ma ss pick et ing were secured in

Pawtucket. Newspapers were for the most part not iceably pro-manage­
ment, both in th eir ed ito ria l columns an d in their dai ly nee...s reports
about the smke." Law enfo rcement officials , espec ial ly at the ou tse t,

....
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were notoriously unsympatheti c to the strikers . In Pawtucket, Centra l
Falls , and elsewhere, cmzens were sworn In as deputy shenffs to aid in
enforcing order, They lacked suitable trammg and expcnence to per­

form th eir duties properly Many of these people were paid by the mill
owne rs. The manhandl ing of stri kers by deputy sheriff s was a major
factor leading to the outbreak of violence, especially at Savle svillc,
where contliet occurred only a week alter the strike began ,

The strike gathered momentum slow ly. Many Rhode Island mill
owners, conv inced tbcu workers would no t loin the walkou ts . nunally
tried to keep their businesses open , However, as more- and mo re pick ­
eters appeared, the mills closed down , especially the larger factories 10

the northern section of the state, including plants operated by th e Lor­
raine, Berkshire, Manvillc-Icnc kcs. Lonsdale, and Int erl aken com,
panics, At th e peak 01 t he str ike 's effec tiveness, betw een Septe mber IO

and Septem ber 1\,1\)34, it IS probab le th at two-thi rds of th e laborers in
Rhode Islan d textile mi lls were nu t at work.Jl

The state police were mohilrzed for strike duty by September 7. T hey
first used tear gas that same day agamst "agita tors from Fall River" in
Warren , Rhode Island. On September 10, the state police att empted to

break up mass prckenng at the- ent rance to the huge Sayles Company
MIll and Bleachery in Savlcsvrlle, Rhode Island , RIOting broke out , es­
peciallv as non-union workers changed shifts at \ :00 and I 1 :00 P ,~t ,

Th e poli ce were not numerous enough and lost control of the- crowd,
More than a thousand people attacked the mill property, Deputy sher­
iffs and state police responded with gunfire. Two peop le were shot . and
rwernv-fivc others we re rmu red by tlvmg bricks, rocks, and police billy
clubs. Seven hundred workers were trap ped inside the Sayles comp lex,
unable to leave Without phys ically endangering themselves. II

O n Septembe r I I , eve n more serious dist urban ces developed in
Woonsocket. Twe nty-fou r hours lat er, on (he night 01 September
12 - 1 " an es tima ted 10 , 0 00 peopl e thronged th e mill and do wntown
district s of th e city, smashing windows and looting stores , Gove rnor
G rcen had mobilized the Na tio nal Guard on Sep tembe r 10 as th e vio­

len ce esca lated in Sayles ville. Sho rtly therea fter he also orde red Na­
tion al Guard troops mto Woo nsoc ket. Tryi ng to cunta tn the dist ur­
bances, gua rdsmen used theIT guns to fire "bullets over the heads" of
the crowd "or on the street in from of the mob." In the midst of the
tumult m Woonsoc ket one person was killed and a number of people
wounded."

As suddenly as they erupted. the riots died away, By September I J ,

the National Guard, two thousand stro ng" had been fully mobilized,
and the th reat of federal mtcrvenuon with troops was also present .
Governor Gree n had made several public appea ls for calm and restraint

and had called the Rhode Island legislature into specia l session to dea l
further wit h the emergency. Franklin Roosevelt, ironically on his way
to Rhode Island on September J, to watch th e start of the Ame rica 's
Cup Races off Newpor t, received aboard his yacht a repor t of "decided

z r

II flgUIC~ cued In t be news papers.01
the nu m ber 0 1 people on smke reflec ted
OOItOfl,t1 b.~'tC~ Th e Providence loumd
reported e~um~re~ 01 worker s on srnkc
more treq uentlv and cumprehcnsrvelv
than did other ne"' ~r~pcl~ In the ~ure,

moreove r. the PrunJt'nce loamal pro­
vided eenmates ut ....o rke r, on vrnke nut
unly In Rhud e isbnd, but 011-.0 tor r-.: e...
England an d Ihe nauon Th is new ~rarer ,

howev er , u!>u~lly acce pted and repo rted
da ta supplied by the mill owners. th;ures
which were 1,;0n Slstently many th o usand ,
below tho~e provid ed by th e U'Iw f ur ex­
ample, otrhcse dittennJo: esnmates sec
Provrdltn(1t tournai, Sept , \ , b, 7, 1'1 , 1\1 '-1
Providence Nnv, ·I f1I' unlt, Sept . \ . 1>, 7,
1\1 :1 -1 ; W(J(JI/lOd(1t1 C.zlJ, Sept " b. 7 , 10,

1L 1\1.-1 The U.S, Bureau 01 Labor 51-111s '
II CS es ti m ated In Jan 19 H that F '\,\lOO
....urkl"ts throughout Ihe nation had been
Involved In the "enera l smke. ou r 01
a lOut workforce In th e industry 01
-1 'iO,OOO. "General Textile Strrk c,
19 .-1" ..

1 2 , /'ro~'IJltn(1t luumal, S e pt 7, I I,

19l-1. \\"K>n\ oc kel CiJlI, Sept .~, 10. II
t 9\-1 ; Pro~'IJen(t ...... ,.....rnbune, SePI r,
t o , I \Il-1

I) ",oo n , O(.·k ..r C.zll. '>ept. 12. 11.
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14. Pru'l/d~n~(' lou mal, SePl 14 . I I'"

19\4; radiotelegram . Stephen Earlv to
gooseveh . Sepl U '9U. O tticlal File,
Boll 401 '8 , fold er errnrlcd "C ult on Tex trle
Sm ke (II." Roosevelt rape r, See also
Roosevelt 10 Theodore F G reen . S4:PI 'I ,

19\4, an d telegram s. Eul)' to Roosevelt.
Sept 1\ . 19 \ .\, and hlly In Muvm !'o1cln ·
lyre, Sept , l , 19 \4 . Pn:"dcnllal ~r"OnJi l

Fil e , Box (/1 1 '11>. RI. >!>C"ch raper,
I ~_ Dresser ~ utln,.J y orJ"O'«! ettorts 10

rem ove the deputv _he n ti, lrom the not ­

lorn scene even atrer borh the SralC" Police
and the 1"Oatl una l G uu d had been dls­
patched by Cove mor Green 1\1 Savlesn llc
The ~yles plant m<lnaj(t , abo nppo'>('d
C reen's decmon on '>cpt 10 to repla ce
the: eupe nntendem 01 Sun: Pohce, ho
....as svm parhenc I U ma nage me nt , uh a
more moderate per....'" \\<'onmncket Call.
Sept po . 10 , 11 . n , 1 9 \4 Pravldena
f"'cwJ-TlIbune , Sepr 7 , 10 , II 19H; Had­
cock. - Labor Problems In Rhode b land
Ccnon Mllls,N11, 111 \

Ito Woon sor:k t t C<ln, 'X-r l ~ , l 'olU

easing of termon " and word that Theodore Green had announced that
"Federal troops request [was] improbable as situation improves."! '

There were many spots in the m ill area s of Rhode Island whe re rna­
ior physical conflicts could have broken out . Why did the riots occur
specifically in Saylesville and Woonsocket! The question seems easiest
to ans wer in regard to Sayles ville . The Sayles Company 's complex, one
of the largest in Rhode Island, em ployed almost two thousand people at
the time of the strike. Shuttma down a plant of that SIZC would be a
maier tactical Vi ctory for the UTI\.' Moreover. the management at
Sayles was recognized as being strongly ann -union . They vowed to

keep their workers on the lob. The plant manager. Raben Dresser, like
other mill owners, was active in hirmg deputy shenffs to protect the
Sayles 's property and to serve as the pnncrpallaw enforcement officials
at the outset of th e smke. These deput y shentfs were mstrumernal in
creating the earliest incidents of VIolence with their heavy-handed use
of billy clubs and sboeguns on protestors nulling about outside the
gates to the Sayles plants ." Public statements by the Sayles manage­
me rit on September 7 , that "they were det ermined to stop picketing at
the plant ," su rely inf lamed an already tense situation. The decision by
Sayles officia ls to ope n the plant for a full day 's work on Saturday, Sep­
tem ber 8, "in an effort to catch up with time lost on the [Labor Day l
holi day," also seemed to be a provocanve act ."
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Bud's-eve view of a port ion of
rhe Sayles bleucheries. Savle sville.
Rhode Is/and , cv surveyed in J 9 i O.

Courtesy of the Rhode Is/and
Hts scrical Society Lib rary (RHi X3
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The ste ady esca lation of conflic t and violence in Savlesv rlle tro m
September 10 to September 11 was caused by several factors. Among
the mO'H important was the sm kers ' determina tion to force the clos mg
of the Sayles complex. The situation was also exacerbated by the
efforts of law enforcement authonucs to maintain COntrol. T he State
Police, with a te rce of only fifty officers In the entire state, were sen­
ous ly hampered m thei r attempts to control crowds. All of the law en­
forcement officials involved in the Incident were mcxpenenced 10 deal ­
IO~ wuh large crowd... of protestors, and this ultimately led to excessive
displays of force by the State Police and the deputy sheriffs . - On Sep­
tember 11, Governor Green ordered the Sayles Company plants closed.
Significantly the nonng there all but ceased on the same day, lor the
urnon's cbrccuvc had rbu s been achieved ."

The reasons ior the disorders In Woonsocket are not as easy to ex­
plam. Th e UT\\' was not a sigmficanr force among texulc workers m
th e city It had only one local m woonsocket . represennng about seven
hundred workers. The dommanr orgaruzauonal te rce among ....'orkcrs
rn the Woonsocket mills was the Independent Texti le Umon tiTUI. On
the day the "trike began , September 4, the mi lls 10 woonsocket were
reported to be "operaung normally," and worke rs were " rak mg no part
10 the general srnkc."!" One should no te , ho.....eve r, that the strike was
cente red uuuallv in the cotton texti le industry, where the unv .....as
strongest . whereas most Woon socket mills produced woolen and
worsted goods. .and the ITU's influen ce cente red m th ose mi lls. Per­
haps, ton, the ITU was reluctant to he drawn into the conthcr because
th ey possessed at th e time a one-year agreeme nt wirh local
manufacturers."

But there were a lso other factors in Woon sock et whi ch pushed th e
workers th ere towards involveme nt in the str ike. Rep resentati ves of
th e UTW had cauno usly approa ched the ITU a few days befo re th e
str ike began and had asked fur cooperati on. Although nothing speci fic
was achi eved then , surely the idea of possible pamcipauon in the
str ike was plant ed in th e mmds of Woon socket work ers. The wool en
industry was Ianng a bit better than cot ton text iles, bu t already in 19'\ 4

Woon sock et mills had closed or wert: idle for length y per iods because
of th e depression. Une mployment was cert ainly affecti ng th e Woon­
socket wo rk force. Th e ITU, always a more militant and cohesive orga­

nizati on than the UTW. probably found it ha rd to stand by Idly as a
great conflic t bet ..cecn management and workers engulfed the text ile
indus try. And perh aps, tou , the leaders of th e IT U v'rewed parnc ipanon
10 the smke as a way to solidify and to expand their o rgaruaa uon
am ong workers not yet organized in local mill s. Whet her planned or
no t, one of the pract ical result s of the events In Woonsoc ket was that
from 19'\4 to 19,\6 the ITU doubled ItS me mbership irom three to '>IX

thousan d."

On Wednesday. September 5, the first UTW picke ts appeared in the
city at the gates of the Guenn mi lls , The presence of these pickets aI"-

17 O n (he m,un oj Sept 10, (hI." S{.I ll"
"tohe l: ~C{ IIp.l ma chine ~un . "read.. 10

hre at a m"mem '~ nonce." at one ni the
kev tmersectmnv near t he Savlev plam
One newspaper report v'I\'ldl)' recorded
the role oj rbe deputv ~henlt~ In r r{lv·lIk·
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parently crysta llized a sense of the need for united action among all
textil e workers in Woonsocket. The next day the ITU decided to hold a
st rike vote among its rank and file on September 8, and UTW represen­
tatives conti nued circu lati ng throughout the ci ty urging workers to

join them. On Saturday, September 8, in a pouring rain , th e IT U me m­
bershi p voted by an "overwhelm ing" margin to leave their iobs . The
followin g Monday the local newspaper reported that "on ly two woon ­
socke t m ills rem ained open," which suggests someth ing of the organi­
zational power and effectiveness of the ITU among Woonsocket
workers. 11

O ne of the two mills stil l operating on September 10 , a rayon plant in
the Social District, became the focus of intense pressure from both the
lTV and the UTW to cease operat ions. The six hundred workers in this
m ill belonged to a company union , which helps to explain why they
were being harassed. Perhaps th e attacks upon the mills in Savlesvi llc
during and after September 10 p lanted similar thoughts in the minds of
people in Woonsocket . Perhaps there are other explanations which
ava ilab le historica l evidence does not provide." In any event, rocks
were thrown at the windows of rhe rayon mill late in the cvcrung
of September I I , and the violence grew sufficiently that n igh t so that
the Na tiona l Guard, already on duty in Savlesvillc . was ca lled into
Woonsocket.

As not ed ea rlier, the down town area erup ted into an orgy of rioting
and looting on the night oi September I2-l) . It seems clear that this
cro wd action expanded well beyond labor-rnil lowner conflicts. One
ne ws paper account spoke vague ly of a "gang of hoodl ums" who mingled
with the extremely large crowd and who incited them to attack busi ­
ness establish me nts ent irely unrelated to the textile m ills. Unlike the
precedin g night when the crowd focused its at tention sole ly on the
rayon plant and left local police alo ne , now the gua rdsme n were also
harassed . Even ambulances carryi ng injured people were attacked by
the m ob. The riots in Woonsocket raged out of control [or a n ight, and
we re no longer me ani ngfu lly tied to the efforts of textile workers to

achieve conc rete goals in their great st rugg le with the millowners. T he
foll ow in g day, September 11, as additional Nat ional Guard troops en­
te red the ci ty and a for m of ma rtial law was imposed, the spasm of vio­
lence ended as su ddenly as it had begun. Int erest ingly, the rayo n plant ,
which had been the origi na l focus of attacks, opened agai n for business.
vi rt ually forgotten following the n ight of des truction.'>

The period of the most intense pub lic tum ult differed in basic ou t­
line in th e two communities of Saylesvi lle and Woonsocket . The ten­
sio ns leadin g to the rioting in and around the Sayles plant built steadily
for more than a week, the function largely of a power s truggle between
workers and ma nage ment over whether the textile mill shou ld, and
could, be closed . A large-scale public confrontation seemed almost IIl­

evitable. The events in Woonsocket grew out of diffe rent loca l labor­
managem ent conditions , but the first stage of the strike there focused
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on grievances and uuhzed rac ncs not unl ike th ose In Savlcsvrl le. But
..orncho ..... on th e mght 01 September 11. - 1 3, the unum people In Woon­
socket, previously drscrplmed and effecu ve in their cffon s to close the
textile mills of the City, lost cont rol oi the situation and severe nonng
spread throughout th e downt own business area Available sources do
not fully explain rhrs turn 01 events, but some sugzcsnons are possible .

The rapid deterioration ot th e tcxnlc industry m Rhode Island and
New England, especially m the late t\..'cnncs ami early tfurues. proba­
bly creat ed conditions which eventually helped to mgxer th e outbu rsts
in Woonsocket . There were numerous mill closings throughout the re­
gion , and , ot course, in Woonsocket . Manville-lencks , one 01 the la rgest
corporations with plants In the Woonsocket area, began maier nullliq ­
urdauons there as early as [1,)27. Closings continued into the thirties. In
early I 1,)"\ "\, for example, the Munvillc-Iencks Globe Mill, located in the
downtown Socia l District . shut Its doo rs permanent ly, th rowing more
than three hundred operators out of work ." Surely such mill liquida­
tions must have nurtured deep resentments and anxwncs among
Woonsocket 's working class. The Social District was th e cent er of mill
acnvuv. It was also where mo..t mill workers lived, their homes nearby
or adroming the plants where the y worked.... The presen ce of empty
mills m the working class neighborhoods stood as dail y remmdcrs of
the workers ' dcchrung economic fortunes, a focus 01 resentment or rc­

preach . The strike m September 1934 might easily haw rgnned these
smoldering feelings into a moment of intense nonng.

Loonng and widespread phy sical destruction also may have occurred
because the general business area tlf the city was immediately adracenr
to many of the large textile factoncs. Small stores and business cstab­

hshmcms suddenly became convenient targets of a very large, un­
disciplmcd crowd. In contrast, the Sayles Company complex, located
in a small vi llage, was somewhat isolated from any major business cen-

-- - -----------,
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ter . Th us the stri ke issues cou ld always remain uppermost in the
minds uf part icipants in the dist urbances there.

In both Sayles vi lle an d Woonsocket the riot ing ended quickly, bu t for
som ewhat different reasons . When the Sayles plant closed on Septe m­
ber r j , a maier tacti cal objective of the strike rs had been achieved. In
Woon sock et , crowd activi ty ended quickly on Septe mber I .) because it
had no meaningfu l, long-term focus and the brief emotiona l frenzy had
spent itself.

In the rus h and swi rl of these events pub lic officials struggled to
maintain some semblance of order. Governor Green always see med to
be at the eye of the storm. In a sta te as sma ll as Rhode Islan d, only the
governor had resources, actua l and potentia l. available to deal effec­
tively with the crisis. All panics in the conflic t looked to him for su p­
port . The governor hi mself had much at stake. His first te rm as th e
chief executi ve of the st ate was rust ending, and he was run ning tor re­
election. The st rike occu rred lust two mont hs before voting was to

take place. How Gree n ha nd led events at this point could greatly affect
hi s chances in Novem ber." As the potential first two-term Democratic
governor in more than a decade, C rcen mi rro red the new urban cons tit­
uencies reshaping his party nationa lly under the aegis of the New Deal .
His polit ical posn ion was especi ally depen dent upon the votes of th e
work ers in the heavily urban ized areas of the sta te-precisely whe re
the textile indus try was conce nt rated. Green had been actively involved
in Rhode Island politi cs long before he became governor. Surely he re­
membered the fate of Gove rnor Emery San Souci (a Repu blican ) in
1922 during another great textile str ike in Rhode Islan d and New En­
gland. Wh en viol en ce broke out in that bitterly contested struggle, San
Saud mobilized th e National Guard to put do wn th e strikers. The pub­
lic reacti on was so unfavorable tha t San Souc i was not renomina ted
and hi s part y lost the governors hip in r92 4.1

'

Gre en moved carefully and cagily. Alth ough he committed th e State
Police early in the strike, he was very reluctant to mobilize the Na­
tional Guard. He did so on September 10 only when it became ob vious
that public order was clearly threatened; to delay longer perha ps would
have inc urred greater political wrath th an to leave things alone . The

public announcement of his decision to call in th e National G uard was
a ma sterpiece of political fen ce-straddling. Th ese troops, he said, "we re
not called out to break the strike or to favor an y ind ividuals, but simply
to see life and propert y preserved and order maintained and the rights
of employers, workers, and str ike rs, and especially th e general public,
respected." Several times Green repeat ed this th eme: th e Guard, he in­
sisted, was being used to keep th e peace, not to destroy or to end th e

strike."
At the height of th e crisis Green added one further element to his

maneuvers. He charged that th e rioting was fom ented by Comm unis ts
and not by an y of the principal parties in the strike. " As not ed earlier, a
small Communist-oriented uni on , th e Nat ional Text ile Workers, had
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existed since the 1920S, but It po ssessed mmimal intluen ce among the
rank and file textile worker... in Rhode Island. The UTW vigorously
sought to disas sociate Itself hom this union when the stn ke began. '
The Communist Partv mamramed a small office 10 Providence and
members of the party did participate 10 stnke acnvuies . But their num­
bers were so small that It IS rmpo..siblc to take wnouslv the cha rges
that Green made public nn September 10. However, any threat to pub­
lic order trom th is group, potential or real, was ended nn September 11 ,

when the police raided the party 's offices m Providen ce, confiscated
mat erials, and arrested eleven people. "

By raising the specter of Com munist influence , Green was sh rewdly
capital izing on the deep -seated fears of th e Amencan pubhc toward s
radical groups in general and, since thc end 01 World War L th e fear of
Communism in particu lar . It was also an cffecnvc way to divert public
ancnuon irom explanations of the riot 109 which might become polit i­
cally damaging to him. He also used the ch arge of Comm unist influ­

en ce HI strenatben lus request ior the ult ima te mt crvcnnon of federal
trnops 10 Rhode Island ."

00 September 11, Green went before a special ses..tun of the Rhode
1..land Assembly and requested exrraordmarv emergency power.. 10 or­
der to end the cnsis in the "tate. First , he asked tor th e power to close
immcdiatelv an y textile mill in the state it SOCIal disorders warranted
It . Seco nd. he sought Immediate passage of a bill to augment the State
Poh ce with a th ousand volunteers recruited from the Amencan Legion
and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. Fortunately, coole r heads and the nor­
mal processes of politics prevailed . Nat iona l leaders (If both vete rans '
crgaruzauons adamantly opposed the participa tion ot their members as
specially recruited law cn torcemcm officials . Th e state senate , con­
trolled hy the Republi cans , refused to enact th e governor's proposals .
Most si~nificantly, howl'vcr, on St'pte mbe r Il a hastily called Demo­
cratic CiIUC US also opposed Grl'l'n. Nl'wspaper accou nts ot th is meeting
reponed that the heaviest oppus ition came from Il'pn:.sl'ntatives of
"Woonsockct, West Wan'"lck, ..and Provide nce," who "acti vely fought
the su~estion to call Federal tw ops mto Rhode 1s1.10d." ,. T hcse lo­
calities were, of coursc, among the kcy textile centers oi the state an d
also crucial poli tical constituencies to whom Green wuuld have to lis­
ten. On the day theslo unusual poh tl cal maneuve rs occurred. the dis­

orders in nonhern Rhtxle Island died a""ay and life seemed to return
somewhat to normal. Potential political problems rdated to the strike
seemed to be dlsappearm~ .

In re trospect Theodore Green 's political Ima~e was not badly tar­
OIshed by rhe difficult day s 10 mid-September 19l~ . In early October
193 ~ , at the state AFL convcntlon, a re!lolut ion reached the fluo r askin,l::
tor workers to vote agam!lt Gree n in th e comm,l:: ell'CtlOn, ThiS resolu ­

tinn was eas ily defea ted ahc r it was reponed to th e dd e/;tates that " the
textil e un ion leaders were sa tisfied with Governor Green 's act ions duro
109 th e str ike," Thus on No vember (',, 1934. Green was reel ected gover-
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nor by a larger majority than he had received 10 t c t z. , and by a total
vot e only ..lightly less than that of two years earlier. unusual for an off­
year, non-Presidential election. Democrati c political hegemony in
Rhode Island was beginning."

The textile str ike did not end with the cessation of not 109 in Rhode
Island but the walkout did seem to lose momentum thereafter. By m id­
September national effort s at mediation were beginning to bear fruit.
On September ), President Roosevelt had appointed a Board of Inquiry,
chaired hy th e governor of New Hampshire, John G. Winant, to exam­
ine the issues which had led to the sm kc. The board was instructed to
act as an arbiter of the issues if both side s agreed (they did not! and ttl

submit an independent report to th e President. The hoard completed
its inquiry and submitted a detailed report to the President on Seprcm­
bcr 20 , 19H. The recommendat ions of the hoard were as follows : I ) to

create a new Textile Labor Relations Board (T LRBI to admini ster alllu ­
bor prov isions of the cott on, silk, and wool codes oi the National Re­
covery Act , as well as Article 7 (AI of that act [tht s proposa l consider­
ably widened regulatory powers oi the federal government over labor

re lations in the textile industr y); 21to form a special co mmitt ee under
the Textile Labor Relations Board to regulate the use of the much dis­
liked practice of "s tr etc h-out" throughout the industry ; , I to conduct
studies by governmenta l agenci es regarding regional wage differentials
and tu inquire whether higher wages could be supported in the indus­
try without reducing the work force .

The Board of Inquiry, relying on its own recommendations, urged the
UTW to call off the strike . The UTW's national strike com mitt ee, in­
terpreting the board's report as an "over-whelming victory" for the
union, terminated the strike on September 22, I l) H -lfi

Nationwide the long-term effects of the strike can only be described

as disappointing for worke rs in the textile industry. Th e establishment
of the Textile Labor Relations Board, w ith its powers of revi ew into lo­

cal instances of lob disc rimination against workers, did ameliorate
some abuses in the immediate aft ermath of th e str ike, especially con­
cerning the reh iring of union supporters . But the se effort s were limned
and Spotty, and the small staff of the TLRB often found it difficult to

persuade management tu "cease and desist. 'H' Mor e sign ificant ly, the
continued depressed stat e of th e textile industry throughout the re­
mainder of the thirties worked against any fundamental improvement
in wage structures, working conditions, and the spread of unionization .
Not until 19}7, under the leadership of the newly formed C IO, were
major orga nizing drives again undertaken throughout th e industry. But
even these drives were nut very successful."

The events described in this essay point to at least tw o fundamental
historical developments which affected Rhode Island in the early

19305. First, the strike dramatized the parlous condition of the textile
industry, which had served as the foundation of th e state's economy for
seventy-five years or more prior to 19H. In retrospect we can sec that
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striking workers were unable to affect 10 any significant way thei r de­
clirung economic fortunes by walking off their iobs. The events of Scp­
tember 19 34 cast into sharp relief the agonies Rhode Islanders were en­
during as the flagship industry of their economy began to founder and
break apart on the rocks of the depression.

Secondly, and perhaps more posmvely the events In the late summer
of 1934 revealed with a dramatic flourish [he coming to power of a new
social and pohncal order in Rhode Island land in the nation at large ]. In
the tense mo ments of mid-September, Gove rnor Green 's political acu ­
men and agility were tested to their fullest. HIS reelec tio n in Novem­
ber 1934 confi rmed th ai his maneuvers during the strike had prevented
lus politi cal coalition from falhng apart lus t before a decisive test ing at
the polls. Indeed, one might well argue that the testing of Green in Sep­
tembe r, coupled wi th lus success soon after at the ballot box. were key
factors rn em bolde ni ng him and his supporters to asse rt absolu te Dem­
ocrat ic control over the Rhode Island General Assembly through a so­
called "bloodless revolution" In lan uary 1935 . w When combmed to­

gether-the strike as a politica l event , Green 's reelection, and th e
"blood less revolunonv-c-these event... seemed to put the fina l seal of
approval on Democratic party hegemony In the sta te. The events also
Signified the acceptance 01 the New Deal by the people at Rhode Is­
land , and pointed to the full emergence of an urban , etbruc . working
class to a place of social recognition and power alongside th e more tra­
ditional, rura l, Yankee, Republican groups who had con trolled the state
for so long. Here, perhaps, rested the ultimate histoncal meam ng of the
Grea t Textil e Strike 0 1 11:134 .

19
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Antifederalism and the Perils of

Homogenized History:

A Review Essay

John P. Kaminski

The Com plete Ann-Federalist . Edited by HER8ERT I. STORII" G, wi th the
ass istance of ,\ 1URRAY DAY. {Chicago: Umversnv of Chicago Press ,

J981. 7 vols . SI7 'i.oo.1

Scholars have long studied the debat e over the ran ficauon of th e
Cons ti tution from 1 7 ~ 7 til 17t,10 because It sheds light on the history of
th e period. and hel ps to explain the Const itution as it was understood
by contcmpotanes. Federalist arguments have been minutely studied .
the Annfcderah st s have al so been exammcd. though th eir philosophy
and motivati on have not been und erstood as well as they might be .

The latest co ntnbuncn to this lit erature I S Herbert I. Ston ng's The
Complete An si-Federalis t , Th e n n,t volume , enti tle d "What th e Ann­
Federali st s Were For," present s in one hundred pages Storing's an alysis
of the Annfcdcralist s ' phil osophy. Volumes 11 - VI con tain a docume n­
tary history of the mater Anut ed eral bt essays and excerpts from a few

speeches. Volum e VII cons ists of a gen eral index .
In hi s first volume Storing se ts out to disco ver "the underlying unity

in the Anti-Federa l position ." He concludes that Annfedcrahsts thought
the ir opponents threat ened lour basic values : the law, political stabi lity,
the pri nciples of the Declaration of Independence. and th e federal rcla ­
tionship between the states and th e cent ral govern me nt of th e Con­
federation . Antifedcralist s accused th e delegates to th e Constitut ional
Convention of ! II exceeding their stare ms truc u ons to revi se th e Ar­
ticles of Confederanon. (21 d isregarding the limitations put upon the
Convention by Congress, and 1 11 1~nori ng the am endment procedures
of the Articles that requ ired unanimou s approval 01 ame ndme nts by
the state legislat ures. This wholesale disregard for th e cxtsn ng federa l
constitution ensured future political mstabihtv. Anntcderah sts be­
lieved that th e Articles of Confederation em bodied th e pnncrples of
the Declaration of Independen ce, and that the new Co ns ti tut ion was III

reality a counte r-revolution in govern me nt . T he most fund am ental
charge, of course, was th at the Cons titution abolished th e federali sm
of th e Art icles- a syste m whereby sovereign and indepen dent states
bound them selves together III a co nfederacy esrabhshed to address J,

limited range of Issues ; th e new Consut uu on seve rely restrict ed th e
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power of the states and gave. w hat Anufede rah st s believed to he, un­
limned powers to the cent ral government .

Anutcdc rahsrs also attac ked th e structu re of gove rnment crea ted
by th e new Constitution. T he President was eithe r too weak or too
st rong. The Sena te W;lS too aristocrat ic and was dangerous ly xrven a
por tion of executive authori ty ove r tre aties and appointments, The
House 01 Representatives was too small and wa ... too weak to balance
the anstocranc Senate . And finally, the federal judiciary was uncon­
trollable. Quoting a number of cont em porary essavrst s. Stonng al so de­
scnbcs Annfederahsts as anti-commerce, ann -immigrant . pro-iso la­
uomst, and pro-religion .

Stor ing 's dcscnpuon is some times en lighte ning. He makes plai n, lor
inst ance , th e hea rt of th e Antifedc ralis t philosop hy by noting th at th e
Amifedcralisrs "agreed that a Unio n ....las wanted, th at it required an
efficient government . and that the Articles of Confederat ion did not
provide such a government.... An efficient tcdcral government need
not , however , Imply on e so powerful as that proposed In the Co nsti tu­
tion. The broad grants 01 power, taken together with the 'supremacy'
and the 'necessary and proper' clauses. amount ed, the Ann-Federalists
contended, to an unhrruted gram of power to the general government to

do whatever it might choose to do " (I, 2S I.

Desp ite rh rs st rong begi nning, Ston ng never tu lly develops his an aly­
SIS of the Anufedcrahsts. He approaches the topic as a polit ical scien­
t ist - not as a politica l historian-and he iso lates ideas from rhc u po.
luical context . Consequently he takes simila r ideas from essayists in
different scares and cornbm cs them to create hi!'> view of Annfcdcralisr
philosophy. Unfortuna tely, m the process, Stonng tend!'> to srmphfv and
hornogcmze what IS really a mosaic of Annfederahst pos itions varying
throughout the coun try. Sronng seldom sees th e differences among
Annfcdcmh st s. nor doc!> he explain why Annfcderalisrs in one state
ofte n disagreed wi th rhos..' in other stares. Thus, Sto ring OlI S!> l'S th e
most importa nt conside ration necessary for an unders tanding of th e
deba te over the Consti tution : the deba te was actually thi rte en separate
debates earned on III the co ntext oi long-establi shed pohncal nvalries
within each state. The generalities Storing makes m dcscnbmg Ann­
tederahsm are , therefore, misleading .

A se rious weakness in Sienna's methodology is his ten dency to de­
fine Anufcdc rahsm as the obverse of Federalism . But it is not correct to

argue, a... Sto ring docs, that Anufcdcrahst s alw ays took an oppos ing
poi nt of view. Srortn g compounds th is error by allowi ng Federal ists to

defi ne what Anufcdc rahsm meant . Sto ring states that Anntcdcrahsts
were mcorrcct when they, quonng "Bru tu s," argued that "in a republic,
the manners, sentiments, and interests of the people should be similar.
If th is IS not the case, there will he a constant clashmg of opimons . and
the reprcsentanvcs 0 1 nne part wil l be connnuallv striving agamsr
those of the other" II, oHI. Storing rerects the "Bru tus" analys ts by refe r­
ring to Federali st s who "contended th at such a homogeneous republic

,,
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was possible only under the primitive, harsh condi tio ns of a precom­
merciaI society. " (The only specific Federalist disquisition cited to sup­
port th is position, however, I!> lohn Adams 's A Defence of the Consu ­

unions of Government of the Umted States of Amencc-c-a work
published before the Co nsntunon was even draned. l Storing thus
labels the Annfedcrahst argument as "the halt-beaned cnncrsm 01

children of the modern commercial world who worned about ItS rm­
plicauons." In reality, "Bru tus" referred to the dange rs inherent in com­
bining two such profoundly drssirmlar secnons as the North and the
South under one ene rgetic national government .

Perhaps the greatest disappointment In this volume IS Stonng's
failure to add ress one 01 the prime Issue!'> In the scholarly analysis
of Annfederahsm-namely, who were the Annfederalisrs! Hisron ans
have claimed that the struggle over the Constuunon was a conflict be­
tween commerce and agriculture, creditors and debtors, upper classes
and lower classes. coastal areas and backcountry, aristocrats and demo­
crats , and personal property righ ts and real estate property rights. Try­
ing to iden tify the composition of the opponents of the Constitution IS
no easy ma tter.

In any attempt to Identify Anntederahs ts , several general pomts
must be made. III About 90 percent of the population of the United
States In 1787 was mvolved m agncu ltu re. Ia] virtua lly everyone In the
count ry hel ieved that the Article!'> of Confederation were too weak and
th at Congress had to be strengthcnedIvl Everyone In the count ry ob­
jected to some portion of the new Co ns titution. (4) There were several
different, eas ily identifiable stages in the rati fication of th e Consti­
tution . Wit hm these different stages, the attuude of Ann federal ist s
changed.

The initial stage of ratific ation occ urred duri ng the first five months
after the promulgation of the Co nsti tution. During thi s time Congress
transmitted th e Consti tution to th e sta tes, and five states-Dela ware,
Penn sylvani a, New lcrsev Georgia, and Con ncc tic ut-c-ra u fied the new
form of govern ment. Federalist s, n dmg a wave of stro ng public support,
were adam ant in their "take it or leave it " attitude. Ant ifede ralis t pleas
for more time to cons ider the Constitutio n matu rely, for lim ited-term
ratification, and especially for a second constitu tio nal convention to

consider a bill of right !'> and other amendments to th e Cons titu tion
were to ta lly rejec ted by Federalists . ThiS Federalist adamancy, how­
ever, changed dramatica lly when Massachusetts Federalist s realized
th at they could not get their state convent ion to rauf y the Constitution
un condi tionally, Therefore, on January 3I , 178B, Federalists proposed
tha t the Massachusetts co nvention recommend to Congress that a bill
of rights and structural amendments be added to the Constitution 10

the manner presc ribed by the Constitution Itself . In other words, Mas­
sachusetts would ratify the Consmunon only after going on record
favoring a bill of righ ts and other amendments. These amendments
we re to be considered by the firs t federal Congress under the Constitu­
tion . T his proposal persuaded a mmon ry of the Massachusetts conven-
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non's Anutederahsts to combine with Federa lists to form the sma ll
maromv that voted 187 to IMl in favor oi ranficauon . This racuc, al­
though bitterly attacked by some Federal ists outside Massachusetts.
was the single most importa nt event leading to the eventual ran ­
ficauon ot the Constitution , and It heralded the second stage in the
ratification process.

The remainder of the second stage of ran ficauon wa!> a penod of un­
certamrv. Federalist s suffe red their first defeat when the New Hamp­
sh ire convention adiou rned Without ratifying the Const n unon In Febru­
ary 1788. This shock ing eve nt was followed by th e ove rwhe lmi ng
rejec t ion of the Constitution by a vot e of 2,708 to 2}7 In th e Rhode
bland state referendum un March 24, t 788, These two se tbacks spurred
Federali st s on in Maryland and South Carolina wher e the Const itut ion
was adopt ed in April and Ma y 1788, respectively, The end uf the second
stage uf ratifi cat ion occ urred whe n New Hampshire and Virgini a both
acce ded to the Cons titution in June 171HL

The th ird st age of rati fication occ urred d uring luly, August , and Sep­
tem ber 1 78!'l . Even though ten states had a lready adopted the Const itu­
tion, grave doubts remamed ove r whe ther a via ble Un ion co uld be
for med withou t Ne w York . Thus. whil e the New York conve ntion mel
in July 1788, Congress did almost nothing to implement the new Con­
stitution . Anufederalist delegates composed two-th irds of th e- Ne w
York convention, and they too realized the gravity 01 the situation.
They promi sed Federa list s enough support to obta in rat ificat ion If Fed­
eralis ts gave unanimous approva l to a circu lar letter to Congress and
the states cal ling for a second gene ral convention to a me nd the Cons ti­
tut ion . Federali st s th rou ghout the count ry beli eved th at New York 's
ratification ha d cost too high a pnce. But th e movem ent for a second
conve ntion never gained much support in other stares. and Co ngress

soon passed the Election Ordinance of Sept ember I" 17H8, imple­
menung th e new Cons titu t ion.

The final stage of rauficanon occurred when the two obst inate states
of North Carolina and Rhode Island ratified th e Co nst itut io n in No ­

vember 1789 an d May 1790, respect ively, lon g alter th e new govern­
ment under the Constitution had begun to fun ction .

It IS importa nt to kee p these iour stages of ratificatio n 10 mind when
try ing to identify Antifederali st s. With each success!.....e stage, the ranks
of th e Annfederal isrs dw indled . When Ma ssachusett s Federalists pro­
posed thei r amendments to the Co nsti tu tion, man y Anufederalists
ceased th eir opposition, Samuel Adams, perhaps th e most promine nt
Anntederalist in Massach usetts, eve n voted to ratdy the Constit ution
in the state conve ntion , T he tw in se tbac ks m Ne w Hampsh ire and
Rhode Island conv inced Federali st s to ramrod th e Co ns titut ion through
Mar yland, but in each of the remaining six state s, Federah st s followed

the Ma ssachusetts exam ple and ameliorated th eir oppone nts by agree ­
ing to support subsequent am endments to th e Constitut ion. O nce the
ne cessary number of states had ratified, Anufederahsts III th e remain­
ing states had a difficult choice to make. They could keep their states
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out of the Union-an untenable situation at best -or they could allow
their state conventions to ratify with proposed amendments. Once in

the Union, they would be in a position to work for th e adoption of
those amendments.

When all is said and done, the debate over the Constitution must be

analyzed as thirteen separate debates conducted within each state with
the internal politics of each state playing the predominant role. Event s
in other stales generally had only a secondary effect. The com plex in ­

terplay of forces within eac h state determined th e cou rse that the de­
bate was to take. Much depended upon how men perceived their state
was faring within the Union and under the admini stration of a pamcu­
lar state political "party."

New Jersey present s an inte rest ing example. In 1787 th e state was in
the midst of an economic depression and pu blic creditors in particular
were suffcrmg. The state legislature took action to pay the interest and
principal of both the state and federal debt held by Iersevmen . thus as­
suming some of the cent ral government 's responsibilities . Added to the
depression of 178 6 -1 78 7 was the particularly vexing problem lersev­
men faced of pavma commercial duties to their neighbors for th e for­
eign goods that were imported into New Jersey via Philadelphia and
New York City. The new Constitution seemed to be the answer to New
Jersey 's economic plight-the strengthened central government would
be able to pay the domestic public debt and im port duties would accrue
to the central government's treasury, not to any individual state. No
New Jersey politician could publicly oppose such a new form of gov ­
ernment, even if he had serious reservations about it . Thus, Abraham
Clark, the democratic leader who actively opposed any attempts to cen­
tralize authority during the war , did not publicly opp ose th e Const itu ­
tion but privately admitted that "I nev er liked the System in all its parts .
I considered it from the first , more a Consolidated government than a
federal. a government too expensive, and unnecessarily Oppressive in its
Opperanon: Creating a Judiciary undefined and unbounded .II ' Clark
covertly discussed the Constitution with New York Amifederalists in
an attempt to gain economic concessions for his state in exchange for
New Jersey 's rejection of the Constitution. Because of the overwhelm­
ing popularity of the Constltution III New Jersey, however, Clark 's
efforts were unsuccessful. He had to content himself with the hope
"that in Case of a general Adoption, the Wisdom of the States would
soon amend it in the exceptionable part s." !

Each of the other twelve states viewed the new Constitution from its
own perspective. Rhode Island 's situation was truly unique. In May

178 6 the agrarian-minded Country party won control of the state gov ­
ernment. The Country party had run on a platform of easing the state 's
economic crisis by loaning government-issued paper money to needy
farmers. The Me rcantile party bitterly fought this inflationary program
and its opposition had a disastrous effect as the state' s paper currency
depreciated rapidly. The Country party saw a benefit to be derived from
this depreciation. The state's wartime public deht, conc ent rated in the
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hands of a rclanvelv te ....· spcculators c-mosr 0 1 .....hom ....-ere supporters
of the Mercanti le party-cou ld easily he ahoh ..hcd by rcdcemmg It

with the depreciated currency. Such a policy was begun In March 1787.
The new Consntuuon, which proh ibited state paper money, threat ­

ene d this ingcmou-, fisca l program . l eaders of th e Country part y vehc­
mently upper ...cd th e Cons titu tion usmg all th e rhetoric of th e Anu­
federalists . Once th e rcdcmpnon lit rbe state dent wa... completed in
17,119 and th e new federal governmen t ....'as operating, however, Rhode
Island Annfcderal ist leaders sea rched for a way to adopt the Cons ti­
tution without J:iving the rmpre ...sron that their two-vear campa ign
against it had been cont rived. Through several adroit political ma ncu ­
vers. the Country party managed to adop t the Co nsu ruuon in J\1.ay
17')0, .....hile vnll managing to keep control oi the state government .

Thesc twu examples. wh ich have both been grearlv Simplified, Illus­
tra te the importance of ... tare politics 111 th e debate ove r the ratifi cation
of the Co nsntu uon. With out a thorough awareness of the com plex 111 ­

rcrplay 01 the pol it ical. economic , and social forces operat ing within
each state. no comple te underst anding of Antifcdcrnlist philosophy can
he attained.

Volumes 11 - VI of The Com plete Ami-Federali-a conra m a selection
ot new spaper essays. pamph lets , and speeches. Th e volumes, averaging
about 100 pages eac h, are generally arranged by stat('-Volume III,
Pen nsylvania . Volume IV, Stassachu-ens ami New Engla nd. Volume V,
Maryla nd. vugima, and the South ; Volume VI, Ne w Yor k. Volume II
con tai ns the obrccuons of the delegates to the Consutunonal Co rwen­
non who opposed the Consurunon. the senahzcd ess ays by "Cato,"
"Ccnnncl." and "Brutus," and th e two pamphlet s by "The Federal
Farmer."

Th e documents in th ese volumes arc grouped together by series-c-all
of the "Ccnu ncl" essays aprcar together. all of the "Cincinnat us" es­
say" appea r together. Gi ven th is for mat, along \v ith Sto ring 's emphasis
on developing a nat ional Anritedc rahsr philosoph y, it is di fficu lt to un­
ders tand why th e volumes were arranged on a sta te by Mate basis. Even
wnh the state ar rangement, scholars mt ercsrcd III an mdrvidual state
must sti ll cxarrunc several dittc ren t volumes. For msran ce. th e Penn­
sylvani a scholar must examine volumes I, II, III, and VII; the New York
scholar. volumes I, II, VI, and VIi; and ...0 on .

Th e selccuon oi documents pre..crusa senous concern. Although th e
senes is ent itled The Complete Anu-Federaliss , It I~ far from bemg
comple te. Perhaps 1 '\ percent ot the available Anufedcrahsr matcna l is
publi sh ed. Mo~t of th e Annfcdcralist pamphlets and serialized new s­
paper essays appea r In th e volumes. The collection, however, cont ains
few speeches and individual ne wspaper essay s, and only one pnvate
letter from an Anufcdcrahst . No documents arc included from North
Carolina and only one document each irom Rhode Island, Connect icut,
an d Cecrgia . These om issions arc serious. Rhode Island and North Ca r'
clma. after a ll, were the states where Annfedcrah sts had their grea test
success. In each ot these sta tes there arc numerous Anu tede rahst ite ms

\ joh n I' K.amm~kl Polmc al Sacuricc
.and Dcml-e-Inhn (" nlllll~ and lonathan
r Hazard p~,, - I -co RhoJr hlilnd
Htssorv, XXXV I ~~ '" ~O-~ I'



•

0& P,~ r5 01 the Contmental Con~55,
Item 64, Slate: PoIJ"CfS oi New Hampsbrre
and 01 Rhode Ivland Provrd..nee Planra­
110m. 1 77 ~ - I'HI . PP 1'>oO-60J. Nati01U1
Arch ives

~. December 17 , 111'17. Mclntosb PaJ'Cr ~ ,

GeuTRJ.;l Hrstcrr ca l Soc ie ty.
6. Cale Papers , Breneck e library. Yale

Umversuv

T IiE PERIL '> O F HOM O GE NI ZE !> REVIEW

that would have strengthened Stonng's collection . In Rhode Island, for
instance, the legis lature se nt a letter to the President of Congress,
da ted Septe mber IS, 1787, explaining why the state refused to send
delegates to the Constitu t iona l Co nven tion . The legislature wrote that
it was "actu ated by that great principle which hat h ever bee n the C ha r­
act eri st ic of this State , the Love of true Consriturional Iibert v, and th e
fear we have of mak ing innovation s on the Right s and Liberties at the
Cit izens at Large ." In Georgia , Lachl an Mclntosh wrote an ins ightful

letter to John wereat . futu re president of the state rat ifying conven­
t ion, explai ning why he favo red a limited-te rm , condit ional ratification
of the Constitution as opposed to an outright reiccnon or complete

rat ificat ion.'
In Connecticut, Doctor Benjamin Gale delivered an eloquent speech

to the Ktllmgwcrth town meeting on November 12 , 1787, outlining his
obiecuons to the Constitution in wh ich he forcefully attacked the con­
stitutional provisions protect ing slavery and the slave trade : "what
Man that ha s the Feelings of a Man can once T hink it Righ t to send our
Shi ps ac ross th e Atlant ic to Tear Parents fro m their Chi ldren-Chil­
dren from th eir Parent s-Husbands from their Wive:'> and Wives from
Th eir Hu sbands, St iffle one Half of them in the ir Crowded ships, and
the remainder sell as we do our Cattle to Drag out the Remainder of
th eir Lives In Slavery, to be whipt and Lashd Like Horses, without
being Struck with Horror , and shudder at the Deed, It might have been
sufficient one would have Thought , not to have Said any thing About
it , in those Articles of This Blessed Constitution, Planned out for us by
the Co nve ntion , and Hurr ied on to be Established with as much Pre ­
cip itat ion as though the Salvation of our Souls depended upon Our
adopting it Immediately. But it Fills my Mind w ith the Highest Re­
sentment to read tha t th ey Lay a res t rai nt upon Congress that they
shall not Restrain or Proh ibit th at Antichristian an d Most Abominable
and Wicked Practi ce of Trading in Bodies and Souls of M en for the
space of 2 1 Year s Yet to Come-They Need not have Extended It to one
Half of tha t Period for my mind for in Less than one H'aUof that Time if
we adopt this System of Government ¥. of us wi ll be Slaves to All In­
tents and Purposes whatsoever Without any Trouble or Expence of
sending to Affrica for slaves for it is as Perfect a System of Slavery as I
ever saw Planned out by any Nation Kingdom or State whatever-for
what have we been Contending, and Shcding our Blood and Wasting
our substance , But to support the Natural Rights of Men.:" The town
of Preston, Connec tic ut , meen ng on November 26 , 1787, to ins truct it s
de legates to the sta te conve ntio n, wrote th at "it is our arde nt wish th at
an Effici ent Govern me nt May he Est abli sh ed ove r th ese Sta tes so con­
struc te d that th e People may retain all Liberti es Previl edges & Imm u­
niti es Usual &. Necessary for C ttisans of a free Count ry and yet suffi ­
cie nt Prov ision made for ca rry ing into Execu tion all the Power Vested
in Government, we are willing to give up Such Sha re of our Rights as to

Enable Government to Support Defend and Preserve the Rest, it is Dif­
ficu lt to Draw the Line ." From the remainder of th e instructions It is
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obvious that the town of Preston did not believe that the Consntu­

uonal Convention had drawn the line properly.

In addu IOn to these errors of onussron, Stonng has also made some
errors of co m m ission . ln a ll bu t one case, Storing's transcript ions of

documents arc generally very good. The worst text is supplied tor .thc

only letter Storing publishes-William Symmes 10 Peter Osgood. Ir.,

November 15, 1787. Storing took his text irom a woefully Incorrect

and incomplete nineteenth-century printed edition even though the

ongrnal manuscript IS readily available at the Maine Historical SOCiety.
Stonna's annotation ISottcn inadequate . Headnot e.. to a great extent

are devoted to summanes of the documents-a practice usually avoided

by most editors. lndrvidual s and events mentioned in documents are not

idenufied. Authors oj SO Ole documents arc also nOI ident ified, even

when evidence exists a.. 10 their identities. When Storing docs attem pt
to rdcnufv authors, he generally docs not provide all of th o.' relevant 10­

formation . Furthermore, he has made srgruricam misinterpretations

that tend to obscure rather than clanfv
One example of rhrs type will suffice. In Stonng's headnote to the

"Cmcmnmus" essays, he stare.. that Richard Henry Lee was "often"

cited as the author. To Illustrate lus point, Storing quotes a correspon­

dent in the Roston A11J~.~lIchu~ells Gazette, December 7, 1787, who

commented that "Richard Henr y Lee passed through th is town J. few
days ago, on his way to Virginia. He spent a whole evening III reading

his Cmcmnatusses." The fact that Lee lett Congress 10 Ne w York City

to go home to virgima by way 01 Boston seems tn have raised no ques­

tion m Stonng:s rrund In rcaluv, the .\ fa~~lIch u,\l;· rr~ Ga;:ette rcpnnred

this item lrom an " Ext ract of a letter from wilmmgton. Delaware, No­

vembe r 17," w luch was first punted in the Pennsvlvanic Gazelle on

November 21. Stonng goes on to say that the Salem ,H eTCtl T}', Decem­

ber I I, 17H7, also rdc nuficd Lee as the au thor. But Storing docs no t
indicate that the Merctlry'.\ Identifica tion came directly from the "Ex­

tract 01 a lett er from Wilmington .. ." which the Mercury also re­

pnntcd on December II. The author of the "C inci nnatus" essays was

Arthur Lee. Storing relegates one Identification 01 Arthur Lee as the au­

thor to a toomorc, whrle he totally ignores another contemporary at­

tribution ot Arthur Lee as the author.Fllus Identification was made by

Lee's brother-in-law, William Shippen. lr. l This mishandling 01 the

sou rces is no t atypica l III Storing's volumes.

Tht' pnmary pro blem faced by Sto nng and ,1 11 othe r histo rians who

have attempted to understand the movement to draft and ratify th c

Constitution is one of size. Professor Storing's The Complete Anti·
Federalist represents a great deal of work and thought. Unfortunately

the task he set before himself was too great for any one person to ac­

complish. Only when all of the available documents are collected and

published Will historians be ab le to comprehend the movement to draft

and rat ify the Constitu tion m eve ry state and then pur the thirteen

pieces toget her to get the overall pictu re.

7 Prevnm TO"'n Hall. Noewrch .
Connecrrcut
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A Gift for the Future

The Board of Trus tees of th e Rhode Island Histo rical Society woul d like you to
conside r making th e Society a beneficiary when you arc prepa ring your will.
Such a bequest would help insure the Society 's continuing efforts to collect, pre­
serve, and interpre t Rhode Island's rich heritage. A bequest to the Society is
truly a gift to future generations of Rhode Islanders so that they may share in
the Society 's services and programs.

Should you desi re to include the Society as a beneficiary of an unrestricted
bequest when preparing your will, the following wording is suggested:

I give and bequeath to The Rhode Island Historical Society In Providence
in the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations dollars
IS , for its general uses and purposes.

The Director of the Society will be happy to discuss this matter with you.
Gifts to th e Society are deductible from federal estate and income taxes .

The Rhode Island Historical Society
p Pow er Srree t. Provid ence, Rhode Isla nd 01906
[40 d ]31 -8575
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Genealogies of

RHODE ISLAND FAMILIES
A Co n s o li d a tio n of Articles on
G c u c ulogy and Heraldry from

Rhode I s lund P eriodicals

A monumental compilation. Genealogies of
Rhode Island Families co ntains every art icle on
genealogy and herald ry found in periodicals such as
Rhode Island Historical Society Cottections, Rhode
Island History , the Newport Historical Magazine, the
Narraganset t Historical Regist er, and Rhode Is/and
Historical Tracts.

In no other work can the researcher find such a
comprehensive body of literatu re on Rhode Island
famili es!

2 vols . 1,776 pp . to tal. itlus.. indexed,
cloth. 1983. $75.110. Postage & handling: $ 1.25
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Rhode Island: The Independent State
by George H. Kellner & J. Stanley Lemons

Don't Miss This
Opportunity To
Explore Your Rich Heritage

Here, at last. is
the eagerly
awaited new his­
tory of Rhode Is­
land. This magnifi­
cent book takes
you on a journey
of discovery
through Rhode Is­
land's fascinating
past. profiling the
important individuals
and chronicling the
exciting events that
shaped the "Indepen­
dent State."
• Fast-paced Narrative
• Over 250 lIIustrations
• Features 20 Pages in

Full Color
This is a book that

every Rhode Island resi­
dent - past, present, or
prospective - will be
proud to own. And it
makes the perfect gift for
family, friends, and busi­
ness associates. But hurry,
copies of this special first
edition are limited!

Available At

The Rhode Island Historical Socie ty
John Brown Ho us e
)2 Power St reet . l'rovrdcn cc, Rhode Island 0 2 <)0(,

Tckphonc (.to l l ' \ I -K<; 7 '
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Introducing
100Westminster Street

A new place to hank - and a new way to hank ­
that can help succcs..ful peo ple take control of the ir

financial affairs.

100 \ \'c..tmin...ter Street i... a place where ..ucce......ful
people can rind virtually every financial service they need.
delivered by a talented group of financial prote....ionalv.

It .... a place where teller... and long hne-, have been
bani ...hed, a place where you deal with your own Chrru
Sl'r-.Ja· O../ficer-an individual whose joh i... to he-cn...irivc
to your personal need.. and preferenccv-cin a quiet .
comfo rtable, unhu rried atmosphere.

;\ lo..,t of all. 100 \\'cst mim.tc r Street i.. a place
where we've created a new ',.:..'ay to bank-a cump lerelv
integ-rated financial mechanism de...igm:J to help
...ucce......ful peop le take control of their financial atiairv,

"lo rind ou t how 100 \\·c...tmin ... ter Street can
help vou. please call E Gregory Ahern at 401-2 i'S~()()lJ().

••••..::.,.....
1100n~\\CT-c='S=tn=1i=n=st=er=, :..,,7C:~~,~=T=t1
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