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From the Desk of  
Mayor Frank Nunziato

Monday’s meeting was particularly exciting for those interested  
in the future of Rutherford. Senator Paul Sarlo and Assemblyman 
Clinton Calabrese unveiled the conceptual rendering for much 
needed upgrades to Memorial Park. These upgrades have been 
discussed for quite some time, but this year we were lucky to have 
all the stars align for this multi-step project. 

Earlier this year, Councilwoman Begg-Roberson called for a 
comprehensive parks study so that we could really understand 
how to best meet the needs of Rutherford’s varied and numerous 
sports leagues. Based on the findings of that study, our architect 
developed a conceptual plan. Concurrently, Senator Sarlo, with 
Assemblymen Calabrese and Gary Schaer, worked and secured  
$5 million in funding specifically for this project in Rutherford.

Here are the main improvements we are planning for: 
•  EVERY outdoor sport will now have access to turfed fields
•  Softball will finally have an enclosed, dedicated field just as  

youth baseball has enjoyed for generations
•  We will add a regulation Lacrosse field as well as a Lacrosse 

practice wall
•  We will better utilize space within a regulation soccer field  

to create multiple small-sized soccer fields for younger kids 

To echo Senator Sarlo’s and Assemblyman Calabrese’s words from 
Monday, investment in recreational facilities improves quality of life 
and drives home values. Upon completion, the new Memorial Park 
will truly have been a team effort. This is a perfect example of how 
a local Governing Body can and should work with State Legislators 
to provide the resources their local community needs. 

Please check out the conceptual rendering on page 3 of this  
newsletter. It is also on the Borough website under “Special  
Presentations.” I’d like to thank everyone who has already put  
so much effort into this project, including former Councilman  
Tom Mullahey who has liaised with Senator Sarlo on behalf of our 
community. I’d also like to thank those who I know will continue 
work hard for the foreseeable future to make this dream a reality 
for the residents of Rutherford. 

Sincerely, 
Mayor Frank Nunziato

Due to Saturday morning’s forecast, the 9/30 Farmers’ Market is cancelled. 

The next Repair Cafe 
hosted by the Green Team 
is Saturday, October 14th. 

Start collecting items around your house that 
can be fixed, instead of ending up in a landfill!

2023 Grand Finale 
Saturday September 30th

with music by  
Super TransAm beginning  

7:30pm on Park Ave near Glen Road!

From the Borough Clerk

Contest Registrations  
Open October 2nd!

HALLOWEEN2023

https://www.rutherfordboronj.com/departments/borough-clerk/election-voter-info/
https://www.rutherfordboronj.com/departments/recreation/2023/09/29/halloween/
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Hello neighbors. As many of you know, at this week’s meeting, 
we unveiled the plans for the Memorial Field renovations that are 
made possible by the $5 million grant Senator Sarlo, Assemblyman 
Calabrese and Assemblyman Schaer assisted us in securing from 
the state. While we recognize that there are many projects worthy 
of investment in our beautiful town, we hope residents can reflect 
on the fact that this project is a game changer for all of us. Not 
only does it give the obvious result of improving our fields, it also 
will allow us to focus capital funds and budget allocations to other 
projects that the field no longer requires. With regards to projects 
overall, I am in the process of collaborating with residents and 
the Green Team to tackle the ever-present issue of noise pollution 
created by the Teterboro flights. I have been doing a tremendous 
amount of research and hope to come up with some action plans 
that will move the needle. If you have any thoughts, I’d love to hear 
from you. Finally, this week I attended Community Engagement 
event at Rutherford Congregational Church during which we were 
challenged to think through ways we can partner with others to 
make change. I have a few ideas I’m hoping to socialize with all of 
you and with my colleagues, but please reach out if you have any 
ideas of your own. This is an exciting weekend for our high school - 
Homecoming! Hope to see you at the field at 1 pm on Saturday! 

Councilwoman Maria Begg-Roberson
mbegg-roberson@rutherfordboronj.com

Recreation Liaison
First Rutherford Doggie Paw-Rade!
Saturday, October 28th, the Borough will host its first ever  
Costumed Doggie Paw-Rade. Check-in will begin at 12:30 and 
the parade will step off at 1pm.
This will follow the same route and model as the Ragamuffin 
Parade, which will also take place earlier that day. 

PAW-RADE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Aged 21+, 12-2pm
Email recstaff@rutherfordboronj.com

Limited to 50 participants! Registration will open via  
RecDesk Monday, 10/16 at 8:30am.
Registration for all of Rec’s other popular Halloween  
contests will open Monday, October 2nd. 

Pre-registration will be required and there will be rules and regu-
lations that all participants must adhere to. However, one of the 
most important rules is that all dogs must be licensed with the 
Borough prior to registration. This is a simple process with a $7 
fee and can be done through the Rutherford Police Department. 

More information about pet licensing can be found here: 
www.rutherfordboronj.com/departments/police/additional-services/
pets-animals/  or you can contact the Rutherford Police  
Department at 201-939-6000 for more information. 

Councilman Matthew Cokeley
mcokeley@rutherfordboronj.com

Fire Department Liaison
On Wednesday, October 11th, from 5pm to 8pm the Rutherford 
Volunteer Fire Department will be hosting a Fire Prevention  
Week Open House at our Engine Company #2 Fire House at the 
intersection of Mortimer and Pierrepont Avenues.

This event is a fantastic opportunity for Rutherford residents 
and families to learn about how our 100% volunteer department 
works on a daily basis. A tour of the Mortimer Fire house will  
be offered as well as explainers on all the various tools and 
equipment our men & women use in action, including our Ladder 
Truck, various Engines and even our Rescue Boat.

Members of our department will be on hand to answer any ques-
tions and generally engage with the community they are sworn to 
protect. You will be able to learn more about our Volunteer  
application process, our Junior Firefighter Program and the 
Ladies’ Auxiliary.Please feel free to stop in at any time between 
5pm and 8pm that evening and bring a friend, family member or 
any fan of the firefighting service. 

There will also be Fire Prevention materials for kids of all ages 
to take home. The following evening at 7pm, The Rutherford Fire 
Department will be hosting our annual event commemorating 
those we have lost in service over the years. This is a very solemn 
occasion and is an opportunity for us as a community to show 
our appreciation for their dedication to our well being and safety.

Should the weather cooperate, the gathering will take place in 
Fireman’s Memorial Park at the intersection of Pierrepont and 
Park avenues in front of the Mortimer Firehouse. Rain will force 
the event into the engine bays of the Mortimer firehouse itself.

Please join me, the mayor and other members of council in hon-
oring those who gave their all as no one in the fire service does 
that job alone.

Councilman Ray Guzmán
rguzman@rutherfordboronj.com

Health Liaison
Upcoming Clinics: Fees apply. Limited Availability.
Call and Schedule your Appointment TODAY! 201-460-3020

Breast & Pap Screening - Wed, Oct. 4th, 4:00pm-6:00pm
Blood Screening - Sat, Oct.14th, 7:00pm-9:00am

http://www.rutherfordboronj.com/departments/police/additional-services/pets-animals/
http://www.rutherfordboronj.com/departments/police/additional-services/pets-animals/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MD3ksmTsAYA
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