
The Divine Service
    The Ascension of Our Lord

May 21, 2023 T 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

WelcomeO
In a church history course in my last year at Yale 
Divinity School, the professor invited an Orthodox 
priest to lecture. He gave a rather dry talk on the 
development of the creeds. At the end of the lecture 
an earnest student asked, “Father Theodore, what 
can one do when one finds it impossible to affirm 
certain tenets of the creed?”
 The priest looked confused. “Well, you just say it. 
It’s not that hard to master. With a little effort, most 
can quickly learn it by heart.”
 “No, you don’t understand,” continued the 
student, “What am I to do when I have difficulty 
affirming parts of the creed—like the Virgin Birth?”
 The priest continued to look confused. “You 
just say it. Particularly when you have difficulty 
believing it, you must keep saying it. It will come  
to you eventually.”
 Exasperatedly, the student, a product of the same 
church that produced me, and a representative of  
the ’60s, pleaded, “How can I with integrity affirm  
a creed in which I do not believe?”
 “It’s not ‘your’ creed, young man!” said the 
priest. “It’s ‘our’ creed. Keep saying it, for heaven’s 
sake! Eventually, it may come to you. For some, 
it takes longer than for others. How old are you? 

      supreme eternal Good! 

What moved you, infinite 

God, to enlighten me, your 

finite creature, with the light 

of your truth? You yourself, 

the very fire of love, you 

yourself are the reason.  

For it always has been and 

always is love that constrains 

you to create us in your own 

image and likeness, and to 

show us mercy by giving  

your creatures infinite and 

immeasurable grace. 

ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA
THE DIALOGUE, P. 273
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A Special Welcome to Those with Young Children
We are very happy that you are here today! At St. John we want you to feel at home.

•  First, please relax and enjoy your time 
here. Jesus knows that children tend to 
wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t 
feel embarrassed by it. Your children are 
welcome at St. John.

•  To make it a bit easier on your family, 
please dare to sit toward the front where 
your children can easily see the procession, 
note the colors, hear the bells, smell the 
fire, watch the pastors, wonder about 
those heads on the lectern and embrace the 
action at the altar. What Jesus does here 
promises to engage them.

•  As we go, softly explain the Liturgy to your 
children, encouraging them to chime in on 

their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And with 
your spirit! I believe! Our Father! All of that 
belongs to them too.

•  Be sure to sing and say and pray your parts 
too as you stand and kneel and sit. Your 
children learn by following your lead.

•  If you and your child must leave, please 
hurry back. We want your children here 
so much that we didn’t build a nursery in 
our new space. Like Jesus, we want your 
children in the Liturgy, not out.

•  If you need a little help, just ask. There  
are lots of folks here who will lend you  
a hand.

Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing in Jesus’ 
words, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these” (Luke 18:16).
 We know that your children are a gift to the Church, so we will do our best to welcome, 
smile, encourage, help and bless you all. Welcome to St. John!

Twenty-three? Don’t be so hard on yourself. There are lots of things that one doesn’t know at 
twenty-three. Eventually, it may come to you. Even if it doesn’t, don’t worry. It’s not ‘your’ 
creed.”
 At that moment I realized what was wrong with much of the education I had received. 
A light shone. I got saved from the ’60s. I thanked God that, in my ministry, I was not being 
left to my own devices. I did not have to think for myself. Saints led the way. As a theological 
educator, I need to recover a sense of myself as accountable to the church rather than 
subservient to the academy. I need to listen to the church more carefully than to the alleged 
“issues of the day.” Only then might we, as leaders of the church, be given the grace to 
allow our people to rise above the merely contemporary and to engage in “critical thinking” 
worthy of the name. Theological education begins by being formed by the saints.

WILLIAM WILLIMON, PREACHING MASTER CLASS, PP. 101-102



May 21, 2023  |  page 3

Prelude
Meditation on Beautiful Savior  ARR. CATHY MOKLEBUST      

Processional Hymn
Please stand and face the crucifix.

lutheran service book 491 Up Through Endless Ranks of Angels

Invocation 1 Kings 8:27-30; Matthew 18:20; 28:18-20

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution 1 John 1:8-9 and John 20:19-23; Matthew 16:19, 18:18

P  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Standing

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen.

P  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

If you need help hearing the Liturgy, 
 download the Audiofetch app,  connect to the wifi named “listen,” 

 put in your earbuds, and  open Audiofetch. 
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Kyrie Mark 10:47; Luke 17:13   

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29  
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 2 Timothy 4:22

P The Lord be with you.
C And with your spirit.

P Let us pray.
  Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the 

heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with 
Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Sitting

First Reading   Acts 1:1-11

A  The First Reading for the Ascension of Our Lord is from Acts, chapter one.

   

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt 
with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 
until the day when he was taken up, after 
he had given commands through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 
To them he presented himself alive after 
his suffering by many proofs, appearing to 
them during forty days and speaking about 
the kingdom of God.
 And while staying with them he ordered 
them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 
wait for the promise of the Father, which, he 
said, “you heard from me; for John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
 So when they had come together, they 
asked him, “Lord, will you at this time 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said 
to them, “It is not for you to know times 
or seasons that the Father has fixed by his 
own authority. But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
end of the earth.” And when he had said 
these things, as they were looking on, he 
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out 
of their sight. And while they were gazing 
into heaven as he went, behold, two men 
stood by them in white robes, and said, 
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken 
up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

At the Ascension, the disciples—who even as late as forty days after 
the Resurrection still seem not to have grasped what Jesus spent 
three years telling them—ask him if he will now at last put aside the 
mystery and openly restore the kingdom to Israel. To which Jesus 
gives two answers. The first is a rebuke: such matters, he tells them, 
are not theirs to know. The second is an action: to underscore the 
fact that what he is doing will not be done in any such recognizable 
fashion, he simply ascends and disappears.

ROBERT FARRAR CAPON, KINGDOM, GRACE, JUDGMENT, P. 27
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Psalm   Psalm 47

Antiphon  Psalm 47:5

Antiphon

All you peoples, clap your hands, shout to God with cries of gladness,
For the Lord, the Most High, the awesome, is the great king over all the earth. vv. 1-2

Antiphon

God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy; the Lord, amid trumpet blasts.
Sing praise to God, sing praise; sing praise to our king, sing praise. vv. 5-6

Antiphon

Epistle   Ephesians 1:15–23

A  The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter one.

For this reason, because I have heard of 
your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
toward all the saints, I do not cease to give 
thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you 
a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 
knowledge of him, having the eyes of your 
hearts enlightened, that you may know 
what is the hope to which he has called 
you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints, and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power 

toward us who believe, according to the 
working of his great might that he worked 
in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead and seated him at his right hand in 
the heavenly places, far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and 
above every name that is named, not only 
in this age but also in the one to come. And 
he put all things under his feet and gave 
him as head over all things to the church, 
which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills all in all.

 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Standing
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Alleluia
Antiphon
Antiphon 

We know that Christ being raised from the 
dead will never die again; death no longer  
has dominion over him. Romans 6:9

Antiphon

Behold, I am with you always,  
to the end of the age. Matthew 28:20b

Antiphon 
Antiphon

 

Holy Gospel   Luke 24:44-53

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.

   

Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my 
words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that everything written about 
me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 
and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then 
he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is 
written, that the Christ should suffer and 
on the third day rise from the dead, and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins 
should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You 

are witnesses of these things. And behold, 
I am sending the promise of my Father 
upon you. But stay in the city until you are 
clothed with power from on high.”
 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, 
and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 
While he blessed them, he parted from them 
and was carried up into heaven. And they 
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy, and were continually in the 
temple blessing God.

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sitting

Hymn of the Day
lutheran service book  
489 Hail Thee, Festival Day
Congregation sings Ascension refrains and Ascension stanzas 1-2. 

According to ancient practice, Christ’s 
Ascension is symbolically noted with the 
extinguishing of the Easter light (Paschal 
candle) at the Gospel verse, “He left them 
and was taken up into heaven.” (v. 51). 
After Ascension Day the Paschal Candle 
is moved to the baptism font and lighted 
for the celebration of baptism.
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Sermon
Standing

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, Romans 10:10; Deuteronomy 6:4

 the Father Almighty, Matthew 6:9; Exodus 6:3

 maker of heaven and earth Genesis 1:1; John 1:1

 and of all things visible and invisible. Colossians 1:16

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, Romans 10:9

 the only-begotten Son of God, John 3:16; Matthew 16:16

 begotten of His Father before all worlds, John 1:2

 God of God, Light of Light, John 17:22; John 8:12; John 1:1

 very God of very God, Colossians 2:9

 begotten, not made, John 1:2

 being of one substance with the Father, John 10:30

 by Whom all things were made; Hebrews 1:2; John 1:3

  Who for us men and for our salvation 1 Timothy 2:4; Romans 3:23

 came down from heaven John 6:41; Luke 15:20

  and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary Luke 1:34-35

 and was made man; John 1:14

  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. Mark 15:25; John 19:16-18

 He suffered and was buried. John 19:1-3; Luke 23:53

 And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures 1 Corinthians 15:4; Luke 24:6

 and ascended into heaven Acts 1:9

 and sits at the right hand of the Father. Acts 7:55

 And He will come again with glory Matthew 26:64

 to judge both the living and the dead, Acts 10:42; Matthew 3:12

 Whose kingdom will have no end. 2 Peter 1:11

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, John 14:26; Genesis 1:2; Acts 2:38

 the Lord and giver of life, Genesis 1:2; John 3:6

 Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, John 15:26

  Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,  
 Matthew 3:16-17; Luke 2:14

 Who spoke by the prophets. Ezekiel 11:5; 2 Peter 1:20-21

  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 1 Peter 2:5; Ephesians 2:19-22

  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, Ephesians 4:5; Acts 2:38

 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 1 Corinthians 15:35-49; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

 and the life T of the world to come. Mark 10:29-30; Matthew 10:40-42

 Amen. Psalm 106:48
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Prayer of the Church 1 Timothy 2:1-4

A  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and 
for all people according to their needs.

After each portion of the prayer:
A Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

Persecuted Christians in:  
Eritrea, North Korea, Somalia, Yemen

Partner Church:  
Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod in South Africa

Anniversary of marriage: Ellen and Kim Peterson (46 years)

Birthday: Anita Eifert (90 years)

Thanksgiving for servants of the church:  
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML)

Comfort, health, recovery:
Jean Babchak
James Beutjer (grandson of Nancy and Jim Beutjer)
John Byrd
Donna Corson (friend of Karen Crawford)
Janice Davidson (step-mother of Martha Schlesselman)
Kimberly Engels (friend of Marianne and Steve King)
Patrick Jennings
Charlie Lau (friend of Kathleen Strnad)
Ben Morken (brother of Daniel Morken)
Joseph Nesbitt
Marlys Odean (mother of Carol Jennings)
Matthew Popkes (friend of the handbell choir) 
Barbara Poulos
Jocelyne and Ney Raahauge (friends of the Kauss and Ferrer families) 
Roberta Smith
Vickie Thomas (daughter of Gerald Wehrs)
Courtney Ullman (relative of Laura Scheidt)
Jeffrey Wehrs (son of Gerald Wehrs)
Richard Williams 
David Wohlrab

Peace and comfort for the family and friends of:
Cory Nelson (uncle of Pastor Marcus Nelson)

P  Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the 
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Amen is indeed one of the most 
important words in the world, for 
it expresses the agreement of 
the Church to follow Christ in His 
ascension to His Father, to make 
this ascension the destiny of man. 
It is Christ's gift to us, for only in 
Him can we say Amen to God, or 
rather He himself is our Amen to 
God and the Church is an Amen 
to Christ. Upon this Amen the 
fate of the human race is decided. 
It reveals that the movement 
toward God has begun.

ALEXANDER SCHMEMANN, 
FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD: 
SACRAMENTS AND ORTHODOXY, P. 29
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Sharing of the Peace Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3

Following the prayers, please greet one another in the name of the Lord by saying, “Peace be with you,”  
as a sign of forgiveness and reconciliation in preparation for worthy reception of the Holy Supper.

Sitting

Offering and Voluntary  

Ascendit Deus  Psalm 47:5

God has ascended with shouts of joy,  
and the Lord with the sound of a trumpet, alleluia.

Offerings may be placed in the collection boxes at the doors or at www.stjohnwheaton.org/online-giving.

Please take a moment to fill out our guest book found at the far end of the pew.

Standing

Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19  
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Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136  

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight 
was taken up into heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine life. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9; Mark 11:9-10; Revelation 4:8, 5:13  

If we but paused for a moment to 
consider attentively what takes place 
in this Sacrament, I am sure that the 
thought of Christ's love for us would 
transform the coldness of our hearts 
into a fire of love and gratitude.

ST. ANGELA OF FOLIGNO
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  

P  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 
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The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

P  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19  

Agnus Dei   John 1:29; Revelation 5:6,12    

The Lord’s Supper is joyfully received here today. At the altar, our Lord Jesus Christ delivers His true 
body and blood into our mouths. His gift of body and blood, given in, with, and under the bread and wine, 
bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the 
Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life and salvation.  
 All members of the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this sacred gift and its 
blessings, and so are encouraged to commune. Other guests wishing to join our confession and receive 
this Holy Sacrament are asked to meet with a pastor in the weeks before communing for the first time.
 When you have examined yourself according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His 
Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks, knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy.
 Those coming to the altar for a blessing rather than the Holy Supper are asked to cross their arms over 
their chest.
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Distribution
Sitting

Prayer Before Reception of Holy Communion

Dear Savior, we come to Your table at Your gracious invitation to eat and drink Your holy body and 
blood. Let us find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy sacrament in faith for the salvation of our 
souls and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Data est mihi  Matthew 28:18-19

Data est mihi omnis potestas in caelo et in 
terra, alleluia: euntes, docete omnes gentes, 
baptizantes eos in nomine Patris, et Filii,  
et Spiritus Sancti, alleluia, alleluia.

All power has been given to me, in heaven and 
on earth, alleluia; go therefore and teach all 
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
alleluia, alleluia.

 

lutheran service book 457 Jesus Christ is Risen Today 

Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness  ARR. SANDRA EITHUN   

Ubi Caritas   

Cantor sings the entire antiphon the first time;
Congregation repeats several times thereafter. 

* Where there is charity and love, God is there.

Your love, O Jesus Christ, has gathered us together.
May your love, O Jesus Christ, be foremost in our lives. 
Let us be one in love together in the one bread of Christ.
The love of God in Jesus Christ will never have an end.

Through Jesus, then, let us continually offer up to God 
the sacrifice of praise, that is, the tribute of the lips 
which acknowledge his name, and never forget to  
show kindness and to share what you have with others; 
for such are the sacrifices which God approves.

HEBREWS 13:15-16
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Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise, Alleluia 
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Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise, Alleluia

Text: Charles Wesley, Hymns and Sacred Poems, 1742. Public Domain.

Tune: Robert Williams, c. 1781-1821; setting John Roberts, 1822-77 Public Domain.

1.

2.
3.
4.

[The devil] cannot bear to have anyone teach or believe rightly. It pains him beyond measure 
when his lies and abominations, honored under the most specious pretexts of God’s name, 
are disclosed and exposed in all their shame, when they are driven out of people’s hearts and 
a breach is made in his kingdom. Therefore, like a furious foe, he raves and rages with all his 
power and might, marshaling all his subjects and even enlisting the world and our own flesh 
as his allies. For our flesh is in itself vile and inclined to evil, even when we have accepted 
God’s Word and believe it. The world, too, is perverse and wicked. Here the devil stirs things 
up, fanning the flames, in order to impede us, put us to flight, cut us down, and bring us 
once again under his power. This is his only purpose, desire, and thought, and for this end he 
strives without rest day and night, using all the arts, tricks, methods, and approaches that 
he can devise. Therefore we who would be Christians must surely expect to have the devil 
with all his angels and the world as our enemies and must expect that they will inflict every 
possible misfortune and grief upon us. For where God’s Word is preached, accepted, or 
believed, and bears fruit, there the holy and precious cross will also not be far behind.

THE LARGE CATECHISM, 3:62-65
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Light’s Abode Celestial Salem

 

lutheran service book 469 Christ the Lord is Risen Today

lutheran service book 483 With High Delight Let Us Unite

Prayer After Reception of Holy Communion

Dear Lord Jesus, we thank and praise You that You have again refreshed us with the gift of Your 
holy body and blood in this comforting sacrament. Bless our participation that we may depart from 
Your presence with peace and joy in the knowledge that we are reconciled to God. We ask this in 
Your name. Amen.

Standing

Dismissal
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Go T in peace.
C Amen.
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Post-Communion Canticle 1 Chronicles 16:6-8; Psalm 105:1-4, 44-45

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in 
faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

Recessional Hymn
lutheran service book 492 On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build
Stanzas 1, 3

Postlude
On Christ's Ascension I Now Build  JACOB B. WEBER   

The whole life of a 
Christian is and should 
be preparation for 
Communion, just as 
it is and should be 
the spiritual fruit of 
Communion.

ALEXANDER SCHMEMANN 
GREAT LENT, P. 123
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Prayer as You Go
Merciful Father, Whose guiding hand has brought us to the completion of this day, we humbly 
pray You to stay with us and shelter us in the quiet hours of the night, that we who are wearied 
by the changes and chances of this passing world may rest in Your changeless peace; through 
Jesus Christ, our ascended Lord. Amen.

Serving in Our Worship 
Preacher: The Reverend Marcus Nelson 

Celebrants: The Reverend Scott Bruzek, The Reverend Marcus Nelson 

Vicar: Seminarian Aaron Coggins

Organist: The Reverend Nathan LeMahieu

Cantor: Peter Sovitzky

Ensemble: St. John Ringers, Cheryl Ondratschek, director

Instrumentalist: Douglas Groll, flute

PAGE 3—MEDITATION ON BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR: SILESIAN FOLK TUNE, ARR. CATHY MOKLEBUST. ©2006 CHORISTERS GUILD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

PAGE 4—KYRIE: MASS XVI. PUBLIC DOMAIN.  

PAGE 6—PSALM: THE SAINT NOËL CHABANEL RESPONSORIAL PSALM PROJECT. HTTP://CHABANELPSALMS.ORG. CREATIVE COMMONS ©2010.

PAGE 7—ALLELUIA: STEFANO MAINETTI (B. 1957). USED WITH PERMISSION. ARRANGED JONATHAN MUELLER (B. 1964)

PAGE 10—ASCENDIT DEUS: CHANT SETTINGS BY SAMUEL F. WEBER, O.S.B. ©2010 ST. MEINRAD ARCHABBEY, ST. MEINRAD, IN 47577-1010 U.S.A.  
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

PAGE 14—DATA EST MIHI: GREGORIAN MISSAL ©1990 ABBAYE SAINT-PIERRE, F-72300 SOLESMES, FRANCE. THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE PRAYERS,  
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYERS, PREFACES, AND OTHER TEXTS FROM THE ORDER OF MASS FROM THE ROMAN MISSAL ©1973, INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE ON  
ENGLISH IN THE LITURGY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

PAGE 14—SOUL, ADORN YOURSELF IN GLADNESS: JOHANN CRÜGER (1598-1662), ARR. SANDRA EITHUN. ©2010 CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE,  
3558 S. JEFFERSON AVENUE, ST. LOUIS, MO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

PAGE 14—UBI CARITAS: TEXT AND MUSIC: ©1981 LES PRESSES DE TAIZÉ, ADMIN GIA PUBLICATIONS, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET A-704533

PAGE 15—HAIL THE DAY THAT SEES HIM RISE, ALLELUIA: TEXT: CHARLES WESLEY, HYMNS AND SACRED POEMS, 1742. PUBLIC DOMAIN.  
TUNE: ROBERT WILLIAMS, C. 1781-1821; SETTING JOHN ROBERTS, 1822-77 PUBLIC DOMAIN.

PAGE 16—LIGHT’S ABODE CELESTIAL SALEM: TEXT: LATIN, 15TH CENTURY; TR. JOHN MASON NEALE (1818-1866), ALT. MUSIC: URBS BEATA JERUSALEM, PLAINSONG, 
MODE 2; NEVERS MS., 14TH CENTURY; VER. SCHOLA ANITQUA, 1983.

PAGE 17—ON CHRIST’S ASCENSION I NOW BUILD: JACOB B. WEBER (B. 1988) 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING ONE FROM LUTHERAN SERVICE BOOK UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED, ALL SCRIPTURE QUOTATIONS ARE FROM 
THE HOLY BIBLE, ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION, COPYRIGHT ©2001 BY CROSSWAY BIBLES, A DIVISION OF GOOD NEWS PUBLISHERS. USED BY PERMISSION.  ALL 
RIGHTS RESERVED. CREATED BY LUTHERAN SERVICE BUILDER © 2022 CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE. 
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THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
SUNDAY, MAY 21, 2023

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH     410 N. Cross Street, Wheaton, IL 60187     630-668-0701     www.stjohnwheaton.org

ADORING
Persecuted Christians in:
Eritrea, North Korea, Somalia, Yemen

Partner Church:
Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod in South Africa

Anniversary of marriage:  
Ellen and Kim Peterson (46 years)

Birthday:
Anita Eifert (90 years)

Thanksgiving for servants of the church:
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML)

Comfort, health, recovery:
Jean Babchak
James Beutjer (grandson of Nancy and Jim Beutjer)
John Byrd
Donna Corson (friend of Karen Crawford)
Janice Davidson (step-mother of Martha Schlesselman)
Kimberly Engels (friend of Marianne and Steve King)
Patrick Jennings
Charlie Lau (friend of Kathleen Strnad)
Ben Morken (brother of Daniel Morken)
Joseph Nesbitt
Marlys Odean (mother of Carol Jennings)

Matthew Popkes (friend of the handbell choir) 
Barbara Poulos
Jocelyne and Ney Raahauge
(friends of the Kauss and Ferrer families) 
Roberta Smith
Vickie Thomas (daughter of Gerald Wehrs)
Courtney Ullman (relative of Laura Scheidt)
Jeffrey Wehrs (son of Gerald Wehrs)
Richard Williams 
David Wohlrab

Peace and comfort for the family and friends of:
Cory Nelson (uncle of Pastor Marcus Nelson)

Those who need our ongoing prayers: 
Keith
Carol Almarales  
(sister of Marge Flashing and Bill Schewe)
Hubert Ebe (friend of Debbie Feyerabend)
Sharon Eckert
James Graham (father of Marilyn Graham)
Dawn Kigyos (mother of Brad Kigyos)
Rev. Donald Kretzschmar (former St. John member)
Charlie Minardi (great-grandson of Diane Kissane)
Matthew Smith
Kallie Thoren

The Prayer of the Church

Please submit your prayer requests to the website or call the church office at 630-668-0701 x413.
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 MONDAYS

Lord’s Supper at an Early Age 
Monday, June 26 through Friday, June 30;  
Final class Sunday, July 2

• Place: Lower Level classrooms
• Time: Monday–Friday, 2:00–3:00 p.m.  

Sunday 10:00–11:00 a.m.
• Commitment: 1 hour each day
• Contact: Pastor Nelson mnelson@stjohnwheaton.org

NEW!  The class will be held on five consecutive weekdays 
plus Sunday, and is specifically for those who are 
communing for the first time. Parents are to attend with 
their children and and younger siblings are welcome to 
come along. We’ll be rejoicing in our Lord’s Sacraments 
by using Scripture, song, and the Small Catechism to 
learn what our Lord gives in the Eucharist. Snacks are 
included! Email Pastor Nelson with any questions.

 WEDNESDAYS

JOY Group: Jesus, Others, You 
The Epistles of St. Peter: Knowing, Living, 
Hoping, Suffering
• Place: The Study/Room 201
• Time: 9:00–10:30 a.m.
• Commitment: 90 minutes
• Contact: Vicar Aaron Coggins 630-668-0701 x412  

acoggins@stjohnwheaton.org

NEW!  St. Peter is called the first apostle, and he’s one of the 
main characters of the Gospels. But when it comes to his 
two letters, he’s often playing second fiddle to St. Paul. 
Join us as we study the themes of 1 and 2 Peter to see 
their author’s unique contributions to our Christian lives. 
All adults are welcome to join this weekly time of Bible 
study, fellowship and refreshments!

Pastor Chats Ice Cream Social • May 24

•  Place: The Commons, Kimmer’s Ice Cream, Adams Park
• Time: 4:00 p.m.
• Commitment: 1 hour, no cost
• Contact: Gretchen Scheel gscheel@stjohnwheaton.org

In honor of our last week of Pastor Chats, we will take 
a fun hike to Kimmer’s Ice Cream Shop on Front Street. 
We will gather in The Commons around 4:00 and walk 
back through Adams Park to enjoy our ice cream and 
some fellowship time. All families are welcome to come 
along for this complimentary treat! Pastor Chats will 
resume in the fall.

MATURING
 SUNDAYS

May 21 Voters Meeting
• Place: The Study/Room 201
• Time: 9:45 a.m.
• Commitment: 1 hour

All active, confirmed members of St. John are 
encouraged to attend.

Confirmation
• Place: Room LL033
• Time: 10:00 a.m.
• Commitment: 45 minutes
• Contact: Vicar Aaron Coggins  

acoggins@stjohnwheaton.org

Confirmation at St. John is a three year process 
beginning in sixth grade. This year we’ll be diving 
into the Bible. Beginning with Genesis we will study 
the Who, What, Where and Why of God’s Word and 
how all of it revolves around the work of Jesus Christ. 
Each week, we’ll have a Learn-by-Heart verse and 
Bible lesson as we prepare ourselves for Confirmation. 
Friends are encouraged to come.

Sunday School
• Place: Lower Level
• Time: 10:00 a.m.
• Commitment: 1 hour
• Contact: Gretchen Scheel gscheel@stjohnwheaton.org

Celebrate the end of the Sunday School year with a 
sweet frozen treat—your choice of chocolate or vanilla 
ice cream or Italian lemon ice!

Quarterly Envelopes 
Many St. John members have made the switch from 
envelopes to online giving for their tithes and offerings. 
It’s easy to sign up or to adjust online giving any time 
on the church website:  
 www.stjohnwheaton.org/online-giving.  
And if you no longer need envelopes sent to your  
home address, just contact the office 630-668-0701 x413  
or scrowe@stjohnwheaton.org. Please call or email by 
May 31 in order to cancel before the next quarterly 
mailing.
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 THURSDAYS

Men’s Bible Study—Wisdom and the Cross  
in 1 Corinthians
• Place: Room 206
• Time: 6:30–7:15 a.m.
• Commitment: 45 minutes
• Contact: Vicar Aaron Coggins  

acoggins@stjohnwheaton.org

Paul had problems with the church he planted in Corinth. 
As soon as the apostle left the city, the Corinthian 
Christians lost sight of what he’d preached to them.  
But their division and confusion had an answer: wisdom 
shaped by Jesus’ cross. Men are invited to join us as we 
explore 1 Corinthians to find that wisdom for today.

EMBODYING
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
(LWML) • May featured Mission Grant: Voice of Care

• Place: Narthex offering boxes
• Time: before/after worship services 
• Commitment: a few minutes
• Contact: Marilyn Hess 630-414-0845

Voice of Care, an LCMS Recognized Service 
Organization received a $10,000 grant from LWML 
NID to provide a high-level Respite and Companion 
Care Training program for church workers and lay 
volunteers. Families and individuals within the church 
and community at large will benefit. This Christ-
centered, faith-based training includes resources 
and ongoing coaching from Voice of Care to build a 
sustainable corps of trained, certified volunteer respite 
care companions poised to serve our district. Your 
donations are appreciated. Use the purple LWML 
offering envelope included in your quarterly mailing or 
designate Mites on an envelope from the pew rack.

Open Gym Nights/Pick-up Basketball 
Sunday, May 21

• Place: St. John Gym
• Time: 6:00–8:00 p.m.
• Commitment: up to 2 hours
• Contact: Pastor Nelson mnelson@stjohnwheaton.org

The Gym will be open on the first and third Sundays of 
each month for anyone in high school and older who 
would like to get together and play basketball.

Confirmation End-of-year Bonfire 
Sunday, May 21

• Place: St. John Patio
• Time: 6:00–8:00 p.m.
• Commitment: 2 hours
• Contact: Vicar Coggins acoggins@stjohnwheaton.org

Help us celebrate the end of the year with a bonfire 
evening! We’ll have hot dogs to roast plus various other 
picnic foods. We’ll also have s’mores for dessert. There 
will be activities on the patio and across the street at 
Franklin Field. We’ll conclude with a prayer service. 
This is an evening you don’t want to miss! Bring a 
friend to join the fun!

Confirmation Chicago River Canoeing  
& Kayaking • Saturday, June 3

• Place: Chicago River Canoe & Kayak, Chicago, IL
• Time: 8:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. (meet at/return to St. John)
• Commitment: 6 hours, $20
• Contact: Pastor Nelson mnelson@stjohnwheaton.org

Leave behind the bustle of Wheaton and get up close 
and personal with the beautiful 
Chicago River. We’ll stop to enjoy the 
beauty, take some great photos, and 
enjoy lunch before returning. Scan 
the code to register and pay.

High School Fox River Canoeing & Kayaking 
Sunday, June 4

• Place: Howling Wolfe Canoe & Kayak, Aurora, IL
• Time: 12:45–4:30 p.m. (meet at/return to St. John)
• Commitment: 4+ hours, $30
• Contact: Pastor Nelson mnelson@stjohnwheaton.org

Curious about canoeing and kayaking? Experience 
the Fox River from a new vantage point this summer 
with Howling Wolfe Canoe & Kayak! They offer kayak 
and canoe rentals, lessons, and guided tours about the 
ecology of the Fox River in Aurora. Tours begin at the 
Aurora Athletic Club, where participants are shuttled to 
the North Aurora Island Park launch site. Guides will 
give instruction and equipment for 
the Fox River experience. Ice cream 
before heading home! Scan the code 
to register and pay.
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Zion Naperville Summer Book Club 
Sundays, June 4, July 30 and August 27

• Place: Zion Lutheran Church 
11007 S. Book Rd., Naperville, IL

• Time: 7:00 p.m.
• Commitment: 3 evenings plus reading time
• Contact/RSVP: Rev. Mark Birkholz 630-904-1124  

or pastor@zionnaperville.org

Zion Lutheran Church in Naperville invites you to join 
in reading Wonderfully Made: A Protestant Theology of the 
Body by Dr. John Kleinig. Books can be ordered from 
Amazon or purchased from Zion for $25. For the first 
session, Dr. Kleinig will join the group by video from 
Australia. You’re welcome to come for a potluck dinner 
at 6:00 p.m., with the study starting at 7:00 p.m. 
 • June 4—Chapter 1
 • July 30—Chapters 2, 3, and 4
 • August 27—Chapters 5, 6, and 7
Come for as many sessions as you are able. To RSVP, 
contact Rev. Birkholz.

Afternoon Circle Installation of Officers 
Wednesday, June 7

• Place & Time: 11:00 a.m. Eucharist in the Chapel
 12:00 p.m. Luncheon at Ki’s Steak and Seafood 

705 North Avenue, Glendale Heights, IL
• Commitment: 2+ hours, lunch is $25
• Contact/RSVP: Kathleen McDonald Tompkins  

630-842-6610 or kmcdtompkins@gmail.com

NEW!  All members and women of the church are invited to 
the Afternoon Circle Installation Service and Eucharist. 
Lunch follows at Ki’s Steak & Seafood.  Enjoy a menu 
of filet, chicken piccata, Atlantic salmon, fried shrimp, 
chicken caesar salad, pork tenderloin or sauteed chicken 
breast. Meal includes soup, salad, potato, dessert and 
beverages. Checks for $25 (payable to St. John Lutheran 
Church memo: Afternoon Circle) should be placed in an 
envelope marked Kathleen in the Afternoon Circle Commons 
mailbox. Come and enjoy the last meeting of the season, 
a beautiful lunch and fellowship with friends. RSVP to 
Kathleen by Friday, June 2.

Women’s Book Club 
Tuesday, June 13 (rescheduled)

• Place: The Commons
• Time: 7:00 p.m.
• Commitment: 1–2 hours, plus reading time
• Contact: Gretchen Scheel gscheel@stjohnwheaton.org

NEW!  Ladies, join us each month for an evening of 
fellowship and book discussion. Our June selection 
is Switchboard Soldiers by Jennifer Chiaverini, “a bold, 
revelatory novel about one of the great untold stories 
of World War I—the women of the U.S. Army Signal 
Corps, who broke down gender barriers in the military 
and battled a pandemic as they helped lead the Allies to 
victory.” (Goodreads)  
Coming up:
•  July 20: The Prize Winner of Defiance, Ohio by  

Terry Ryan
•  August 17: Once Upon a Town: The Miracle of the  

North Platte Canteen by Bob Greene

Camp Arcadia Teen Retreats 
June 11–17 or June 18–25

• Place: Arcadia, Michigan
• Time: June 11–17 for Grades 8–10;  

June 18–25 for Grades 10–12
• Commitment: One week, $488 (scholarships available)
• Contact: Mary or Derek Baars kraftme@msn.com  

or baarsder@gmail.com

Calling all incoming 8th graders–graduating seniors! 
There is room for YOU at the Alpha and Omega Teen 
Retreats at Camp Arcadia! Come spend a week growing 
in your faith, making new friends and having a bunch 
of fun on the beautiful shores of Lake Michigan.  
The Alpha Teen Retreat (June 11–17) is for incoming  
8th, 9th and 10th graders and the Omega Teen Retreat  
(June 18–24) is for incoming 10th, 11th, 12th graders  
and graduating seniors. For more information, visit 
camp-arcadia.com/teen-retreats.  
You don’t want to miss this! 
Transportation will be provided for 
anyone who wants to attend.
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CALENDAR FOR 
THE WEEK

Sunday • May 21
 8:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist
 9:45 a.m.  Voters Meeting (The Study/Room 201)
 10:00 a.m.  Confirmation (LL033)
 10:00 a.m.  Sunday School (Lower Level)
 11:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist
 12:15 p.m.  Governing Board (Room 201)
 6:00 p.m.  Confirmation Bonfire (Patio)
 6:00 p.m.  Open Gym/Pickup Basketball

Monday • May 22
   CLOSED

Tuesday • May 23
 7:40 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
 6:45 p.m. Bell Choir Year end party (Room 201)

Wednesday • May 24
 7:40 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
 9:00 a.m.  JOY Group Bible Study (Room 201)
 4:00 p.m.  Pastor Chats (Walk to Kimmer’s)
 7:00 p.m.  Kantorei Rehearsal (Balcony)

Thursday • May 25
 6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study (Room 206)
 7:40 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
 8:00 a.m.  Garden Club
 10:15 a.m.  Preschool Year End Singing (Gym)

Friday • May 26
 7:40 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)

Sunday • May 28 Pentecost
 8:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist
 11:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist

You can prepare for next Sunday’s worship by reading:
 Numbers 11:24-30
 Acts 2:1-21
 John 7:37-39

Manna Fund Donations
• Place: Narthex Offering Boxes or Online
• Time: Before/after Liturgies
• Commitment: A minute
• Contact: Pastor Bruzek bruzek@stjohnwheaton.org;  

Pastor Nelson mnelson@stjohnwheaton.org

NEW!  The Manna fund at St. John is designed for members 
to help fellow members and non-members where 
appropriate, who are struggling during difficult times. 
By sharing the gifts God has given us we can help our 
brothers and sisters in time of need. The Pastoral staff 
will oversee disbursements. Use a Manna envelope  
from your quarterly mailing, or an envelope from  
the pew rack. Make checks payable to St. John.  
For cash donations please provide your name in  
order to receive tax credit. Give online at  
www.stjohnwheaton.org/online-giving.  
Designate Manna with all donations.
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OFFICER CANDIDATES

Candidates for Congregational Offices

Diego Ferrer
Nomination: Treasurer

Liturgy: 8:30 a.m. 

Joy he brings to the task: 
Diego is a business owner and he also 
managed the technology budget for O’Hare 
and Midway airports for six years. 

At St. John you will find him:
at Sunday Bible Study 

Odds and Ends:
He enjoys fishing, hiking, travelling, and 
spending time with family. Diego also loves 
to learn about Martin Luther.

Jodie Chester
Nomination: Secretary

Liturgy: 8:30 a.m. 

Joy she brings to the task: 
Jodie has been a nurse for many years  
which has required her to pay attention  
to detail and document accurately.

At St. John you will find her: 
at Morning Eucharist, Women’s Bible Study, 
Sunday Bible Study, LWML and Afternoon 
Circle. She also manages the medical 
records for our Preschool and plays in the 
handbell choir.

Odds and Ends:
She enjoys reading and “glamping” with 
her husband and their dog. St. John is  
a very special place to both Jodie and Steve 
and they enjoy many wonderful friendships 
here.

The Governing Board has set the following date for a regular  
Voters Meeting (By-laws Article 4.1):

Sunday, May 21, 2023  •  9:45–10:45 a.m. in The Study/Room 201

On the agenda: 
1. Election of Officers and Department Heads 
2.  A call for Álvaro Witt Duarte to serve as part-time Associate Pastor

All active, confirmed members of St. John should plan to attend this meeting.

The Nominating Committee, in consultation with the Governing Board, Elders, and Pastors, offers these candidates  
for the 2023-24 election.  (By-laws Article 6.1-4):

 • Secretary—Jodie Chester
 • Treasurer—Diego Ferrer
 • Day School—Tiffany Brackmann
 • Adult Discipleship and Fellowship—Katherine Engel, incumbent  
 • Trustees and Administration—Anna Piro
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Anna Piro
Nomination: Trustees and Administration

Liturgy: 8:30 a.m. 

Joy she brings to the task: 
Anna’s career as a graphic designer  
has taught her collaboration, team work,  
the ability to sort information and ask 
questions so that the project can advance  
and meet the requested goal. 

At St. John you will find her: 
at handbell choir, Sunday Bible Study, 
Morning Eucharist, the disaster response 
team (LERT), Women’s Book Club. 

Odds and Ends:
To some families, Anna is known as the 
woman who brings them a pot roast and 
homemade biscuits. If not providing a 
meal, give her a good book, a garden, an 
adventure with Marty and the big red 
truck, or a plane ticket — “have passport, 
will travel.”

Katherine Engel
Nomination: Adult Discipleship and 
Fellowship (incumbent)

Liturgy: 8:30 a.m. 

Joy she brings to the task: 
Katherine has a professional background 
in promotional marketing working with 
consumer packaged goods. Her true joy 
comes from volunteering and serving  
others. She frequently volunteers through 
the parent / teacher association at her boys’ 
school, and she is happy to bring you a 
warm meal at any needed time.

At St. John you will find her: 
in The ARK, the Sunday School rooms and 
enjoying all the fellowship opportunities, 
particularly the Women’s retreat.

Odds and Ends:
Katie loves spending time with her 
husband, Cal and their boys Elliot and 
Henry. She also spends as much time as 
possible outside, gardening, bike riding  
and walking.

Tiffany Brackmann
Nomination: Day School

Liturgy: 8:30 a.m. 

Joy she brings to the task: 
Tiffany grew up at St. John. Her family  
came to St. John when she was 3 years old 
and she attended the school through 8th 
grade. She brings a love for children and  
a commitment to make the school a safe 
place for them to learn and grow. 

At St. John you will find her: 
in The ARK and Altar Guild

Odds and Ends:
She loves reading and enjoys spending time 
with her husband Kevin and their children 
Joe and Eva.

DEPARTMENT HEAD CANDIDATES
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Dear Members of St. John:
 
The Pastoral Call Committee received these 
nominations for Associate Pastor from members of  
St. John on or before the deadline of 23 April 2023:
 The Rev. Jason Braaten
 The Rev. David Buchs 
 The Rev. Andrew Hatesohl
 The Rev. Josemon Hoem 
 The Rev. Keith Richard
 The Rev. Cameron Schnarr
 The Rev. Paul Zeigler

To them, our District President, the Rev. Dr. Allan 
Buss, added these names for consideration:
 The Rev. Jake Bellinghausen 
 The Rev. Justin Mason 
 The Rev. Aaron Reseburg

The Call Committee will now begin deliberations  
and return a recommendation to our Congregation  
in good time.

Yours in Christ,

The Pastoral Call Committee 2023
 Pr. Scott A. Bruzek Brittany Holmen
 Pr. Marcus Nelson Katie Licht
 John Crowe Stephen Nyquist
 Carol Heidorn Matthew Strutzel
 Carol Hoelter Dennis Wendte

Dear Members of St. John:
 
At our 2nd General Voters Meeting for 2022-23 
on Sunday, May 21 at 9:45 a.m., the Pastoral Call 
Committee will propose that seminarian Álvaro Witt 
Duarte be called to St. John as a part-time Associate 
Pastor.
 Our path to this recommendation—which has been 
refined and described over the past few weeks in 
meetings of the Governing Board, Elders, Staff, JOY 
Group, and Sunday Morning Bible Study—developed 
because there is a shortage of vicars.
 Consequently, St. John has withdrawn from the 
Vicarage program.
 However, calling Álvaro, who is presently pursuing 
a PhD in History at Concordia Seminary St. Louis, 
continues our tradition of supporting students for 
the Holy Ministry while also providing St. John with 
additional pastoral staff.
 Álvaro is getting married in July. If called, he would 
move to Wheaton in August, live in the Blue House with 
Mylena, his lovely new Brazilian wife, and serve us as a 
part-time Associate Pastor, while aiming to complete his 
doctorate over the next four years.
 Please note that this proposal is entirely separate from 
the Pastoral Call Committee’s ongoing work to secure a 
new, full-time Associate Pastor.  
 Rather, it is our effort to maintain support for the 
broader Church by swapping one sort of ministerial 
student for another—Vicar for PhD Candidate (albeit, an 
ordained PhD student)—even as St. John benefits from 
Álvaro’s pastoral care.

Yours in Christ,

The Pastoral Call Committee 2023
 Pr. Scott A. Bruzek Brittany Holmen
 Pr. Marcus Nelson Katie Licht
 John Crowe Stephen Nyquist
 Carol Heidorn Matthew Strutzel
 Carol Hoelter Dennis Wendte
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A Short Biography of Álvaro Witt Duarte

ÁLVARO WITT DUARTE was born in the small town of Resplendor, in the state of Minas 
Gerais, in southeastern Brazil. He was baptized into the church in his family’s rural Lutheran 
parish. At the age of 10 he and his family immigrated to Peabody, Massachusetts. After high 
school, he was enrolled at Salem State University, where he studied History and Education. 
After completing his student teaching at Beverly High School, he was offered a teaching 
position. Throughout his time in middle school, high school, and college, he had been active 
in his church’s youth programs. It was during that time that ideas of becoming a pastor went 
through his mind. His family back in Brazil has also been very involved in church work, as laity 
and clergy. In 2016, in his fourth year of teaching high school, he became seriously interested in 
entering the seminary, with support from family, colleagues, friends, and pastors. After much 
deliberation, he left his teaching position to be enrolled at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.

Álvaro started his seminary studies in the Fall 
of 2017. In his third year, he delayed his vicarage in 
order to spend a year in Brazil: six months working 
in a rural parish in Itueta, Minas Gerais and six 
months studying for a semester at Seminário 
Concórdia, Porto Alegre. It was while working in 
that parish that he met his fiancée Mylena Kamke 
Boasquives, in January 2020. 

Upon his return to the United States in July 
of 2020,  he began his vicarage at Trinity Lutheran, 
in St. Joseph, Michigan. In January 2021, he flew 
to Brazil to propose to Mylena. In May of that year 
they applied for her visa in order to be able to come 
to the United States and be married. Mylena’s 
visa was issued in February of this year. After 
finishing her studies in Portuguese Literature & Language and Education, Mylena will arrive 
and be married to Álvaro in Massachusetts this July. Álvaro finished his Masters of Divinity in 
December 2022 and looks forward to continuing his studies in the graduate program. The focus 
of his studies is in Historical Theology, specifically the life and work of Johannes Bugenhagen.
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Restrooms
Restrooms are located in the back of The Commons. 

Pew Pouches
Each Sunday your child may pick up a pew pouch from the top 
baskets located in the Narthex. Please note each pew pouch design 
holds a different title book and copies of the Children’s Worship 
Bulletin designed especially for school-age children. Return the 
pouch and its contents to the bottom baskets in the Narthex at the 
end of the service. This way the pouches will be clean and ready 
for the next Sunday’s services. Please be aware the pew pouches 
are not age appropriate for children younger than age 3.

Nursery
We have an attended nursery for children birth through age 3 
on Sundays during the 10:00 a.m. education hour. “The Ark” is 
located off The Commons. 

Please see a Pastor for Assistance  
with the Following:

•  Large print versions of today’s bulletin are available in the 
Narthex. Braille editions of Lutheran Service Book are available 
upon request.  

•  Hearing assistance devices for use during worship are 
available in the Narthex. 

• Wheelchairs are available in the Lounge. 

Worship Broadcast
Every Divine Service is broadcast live on the Internet. The 
broadcast can be found at www.stjohnwheaton.org/streaming 
and on the St. John homepage. 

Worship ANEW—a Program for Shut-Ins
A 30-minute Lutheran worship service is televised weekly  
on Sunday at 8:00 a.m. on Chicago’s CW station WPWR 
channel 50 (Comcast 184) and at 10:30 a.m. on TCT (DirecTV 
channel 377). A complete list of viewing options is available at  
WorshipAnew.org.

410 N. Cross St. • Wheaton, IL 60187 
630-668-0701 • 630-682-1504 fax

The Reverend Scott Bruzek 
 Senior Pastor ................................. x421

The Reverend Marcus Nelson 
 Associate Pastor ............................ x427

Seminarian Aaron Coggins 
 Vicar .............................................. x412

Church Office ................................. x400

John Crowe 
 Parish Administrator .................... x435

Sandy Crowe 
 Receptionist ................................... x413

Val Gaede 
 Preschool Director ......................... x436

Valerie Guglielmi 
 Preschool Teacher .......................... x404

The Reverend Nathan LeMahieu 
 Organist ........................................ x429

Gretchen Scheel 
 Preschool/Sunday School .............. x403

Peter Sovitzky 
 Cantor ........................................... x429

www.stjohnwheaton.org

Publications  
in The Commons

Portals of Prayer 
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