The Divine Service
The Baptism of Our Lord

L

ord, you brought to light
the eternal fabric of

the universe, and created the
world. From generation to
generation you are faithful,
righteous in judgment, glorious
in might and majesty, wise in
what you have created, prudent
in what you have everywhere;
to trust in you is to know your
loving kindness.
ST. CLEMENT OF ROME, 1 CLEMENT 60:1

Welcome

The star led the Wise Men to Jerusalem in search of
the one born to be King of the Jews. It was the wrong
place, the wrong sort of king. To the star were added
God’s words of promise. Star and words of God led
on to Bethlehem and to such a king as never before
or since. We only know for sure what is happening if
there is a word of God put on it. “This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 17:6).
These are God’s own words of promise, declared
fulfilled in Jesus. “Behold My Servant, whom I
uphold; Mine elect, in whom My soul delighteth;
I have put My Spirit upon Him: He shall bring forth
judgment to the Gentiles” (Isaiah 42:1). Here justice
is how God says things are, His righteousness. And
one baptized is the fulfiller of it so righteousness
may be ours too. Where our sins are is where He is.
Where his righteousness is, is where we are.
His righteousness is as surely ours as our sins are
surely His. Christ joins us in our sin, bears it, and
fulfills all righteousness to make righteousness ours.
We are righteous with His righteousness, and in that
God has His delight.
NORMAN NAGEL, SELECTED SERMONS OF NORMAN NAGEL, P. 44

January 8, 2023 T 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

A Sp eci al Welcome to Tho se w ith Yo ung Childr en
We are very happy that you are here today! At St. John we want you to feel at home.
•	
First, please relax and enjoy your time
here. Jesus knows that children tend to
wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t
feel embarrassed by it. Your children are
welcome at St. John.
•	
To make it a bit easier on your family,
please dare to sit toward the front where
your children can easily see the procession,
note the colors, hear the bells, smell the
fire, watch the pastors, wonder about
those heads on the lectern and embrace the
action at the altar. What Jesus does here
promises to engage them.
 s we go, softly explain the Liturgy to your
• A
children, encouraging them to chime in on

their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And with
your spirit! I believe! Our Father! All of that
belongs to them too.
•	Be sure to sing and say and pray your parts
too as you stand and kneel and sit. Your
children learn by following your lead.
•	If you and your child must leave, please
hurry back. We want your children here
so much that we didn’t build a nursery in
our new space. Like Jesus, we want your
children in the Liturgy, not out.
•	If you need a little help, just ask. There
are lots of folks here who will lend you
a hand.

Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing in Jesus’
words, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God
belongs to such as these” (Luke 18:16).
We know that your children are a gift to the Church, so we will do our best to welcome,
smile, encourage, help and bless you all. Welcome to St. John!

If you need help hearing the Liturgy,
 download the Audiofetch app,  connect to the wifi named “listen,”
 put in your earbuds, and  open Audiofetch.
P r elude
Christ unser Herr zum Jordan kam

J. S. BACH

P roces sional H ymn
Please stand and face the crucifix.

lutheran service book

Stanzas 1, 3, 4, 6
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405 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord

In vo c ation

1 Kings 8:27-30; Matthew 18:20; 28:18-20

P	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

C on fes sion and Abs olut ion
1 John 1:8-9 and John 20:19-23; Matthew 16:19, 18:18

The Lord went down today into
the waters of the Jordan and
said to John: “Do not be afraid
to baptize me, for I have come
to save Adam, the first father.”
BYZANTINE RITE
IN A CHRISTMAS SOURCEBOOK, P. 127

P	
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.
C	
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Kneeling or sitting forward
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C	
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.
P	
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Standing

Ky r i e

Mark 10:47; Luke 17:13 
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Glori a i n E xcel sis

Luke 2:14; John 1:29

S alutation an d Colle ct of the Day

2 Timothy 4:22

P The Lord be with you.
C And with your spirit.
P Let us pray.
	Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your
beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His
name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting
life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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Sitting

Ol d T es ta m en t Readi ng

Isaiah 42:1-9

A	
The Old Testament Reading for the Baptism of Our Lord is from Isaiah, chapter
forty-two.
Behold my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my Spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;
a bruised reed he will not break,
	and a faintly burning wick
he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
He will not grow faint or be discouraged
till he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his law.
Thus says God, the Lord,
	who created the heavens and stretched
them out,
	who spread out the earth and
what comes from it,
			
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

who gives breath to the people on it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
“I am the Lord;
I have called you in righteousness;
	I will take you by the hand
and keep you;
I will give you as a covenant for the people,
a light for the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
I am the Lord; that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to carved idols.
Behold, the former things have come
to pass,
and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth
I tell you of them.”

A star burned in the sky more brightly than all the others;
its light was indescribable, its newness marvelous, and all the
other stars, along with the sun and the moon, formed a chorus
around this star, the light of which reached farther than that of
any other. […] Then all magic was destroyed, and every bond
wrought by wickedness was broken, and the ancient kingdom
was razed. When God appeared in human form to bring the
newness of eternal life, his counsel began to be fulfilled.
ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH
“AD EPHESIOS,” IN A CHRISTMAS SOURCEBOOK, P. 110
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P s al m

Psalm 29

Antiphon
Antiphon

Psalm 29:11

Give to the Lord, you sons of God, give to the Lord glory and praise,
Give to the Lord the glory due his name; adore the Lord in holy attire. vv. 1-2
Antiphon
The voice of the Lord is over the waters, the Lord, over vast waters.
The voice of the Lord is mighty; the voice of the Lord is majestic. vv. 3-4
Antiphon

Ep i s tl e

Romans 6:1-11

A	
The Epistle is from Romans, chapter six.
What shall we say then? Are we to continue
in sin that grace may abound? By no means!
How can we who died to sin still live in
it? Do you not know that all of us who
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? We were buried
therefore with him by baptism into death,
in order that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united with him in a
death like his, we shall certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his. We know
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Standing
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that our old self was crucified with him in
order that the body of sin might be brought
to nothing, so that we would no longer be
enslaved to sin. For one who has died has
been set free from sin. Now if we have died
with Christ, we believe that we will also
live with him. We know that Christ being
raised from the dead will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over him.
For the death he died he died to sin, once
for all, but the life he lives he lives to God.
So you also must consider yourselves dead
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Al l elui a
Antiphon
Antiphon

You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased. Mark 1:11b
Antiphon
Antiphon

Holy Gosp el

Matthew 3:13-17

P	The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan
to John, to be baptized by him. John would
have prevented him, saying, “I need to
be baptized by you, and do you come to
me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so
now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he consented. And
			
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

when Jesus was baptized, immediately he
went up from the water, and behold, the
heavens were opened to him, and he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice
from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son,
with whom I am well pleased.”

Sitting

The holy day of lights, to which we have come and which we are
celebrating today, has for its origin the baptism of my Christ, the true
Light that lightens everyone coming into the world, and effects my
purification. […] It is a season of new birth: let us be born again!
We duly celebrated at his birth—I, the one who presided at the feast,
and you, and all that is in the world and above the world. With the
star we ran, with the magi we worshiped, with the shepherds we were
enlightened, with the angels we glorified him, with Simeon we took
him up in his arms, and with the chaste and aged Anna we made our
responsive confession. […] Now we come to another of Christ’s acts
and another mystery. […] The Spirit bears witness to his Godhead, for
he descends upon one that is like him, as does the voice from heaven.
[…] Let us venerate today the baptism of Christ.
ST. GREGORY OF NAZIANZUS, IN A CHRISTMAS SOURCEBOOK, P. 138
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H ym n of th e Day
lutheran service book

404 Jesus, Once with Sinners Numbered

Ser mon
Standing

Nicene C reed
C I believe in one God, Romans 10:10; Deuteronomy 6:4
the Father Almighty, Matthew 6:9; Exodus 6:3
maker of heaven and earth Genesis 1:1; John 1:1
and of all things visible and invisible. Colossians 1:16
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, Romans 10:9
the only-begotten Son of God, John 3:16; Matthew 16:16
begotten of His Father before all worlds, John 1:2
God of God, Light of Light, John 17:22; John 8:12; John 1:1
very God of very God, Colossians 2:9
begotten, not made, John 1:2
being of one substance with the Father, John 10:30
by Whom all things were made; Hebrews 1:2; John 1:3
	Who for us men and for our salvation 1 Timothy 2:4; Romans 3:23
came down from heaven John 6:41; Luke 15:20
	and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary Luke 1:34-35
and was made man; John 1:14
	and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. Mark 15:25; John 19:16-18
He suffered and was buried. John 19:1-3; Luke 23:53
And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures 1 Corinthians 15:4; Luke 24:6
and ascended into heaven Acts 1:9
and sits at the right hand of the Father. Acts 7:55
And He will come again with glory Matthew 26:64
to judge both the living and the dead, Acts 10:42; Matthew 3:12
Whose kingdom will have no end. 2 Peter 1:11
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, John 14:26; Genesis 1:2; Acts 2:38
the Lord and giver of life, Genesis 1:2; John 3:6
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, John 15:26
	Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
Matthew 3:16-17; Luke 2:14

Who spoke by the prophets. Ezekiel 11:5; 2 Peter 1:20-21
	And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 1 Peter 2:5; Ephesians 2:19-22
	I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, Ephesians 4:5; Acts 2:38
and I look for the resurrection of the dead 1 Corinthians 15:35-49; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
and the life T of the world to come. Mark 10:29-30; Matthew 10:40-42
Amen. Psalm 106:48
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P r ay er of the C h urch

1 Timothy 2:1-4

A L
 et us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.
After each portion of the prayer:
A Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
Persecuted Christians in: China, Egypt, Qatar, Vietnam
Partner Church: Portuguese Evangelical Lutheran Church
Thanksgiving for continuing recovery: Erik Spande (neighbor of Marianne and Steve King)
Comfort, health, recovery:
Deborah Alig (sister of Tim Loest)
Laura Balczarek (friend of Carol Heidorn)
Ralph Bekebrede
(grandfather of Derek Quick)
Kim Bosch (friend of Taylor Barry)
David Crawford
Jim Harrison (son of Ruth Harrison)
Tiffany Haverkamp (niece of Bev Caruso)
Patrick Jennings
Jane King (sister of Carol Heidorn)
Barb Lechowicz
(co-worker of Emily Olberding)
Steve Lederman
(former St. John member)

Joseph Nesbitt
Joan Odom (sister of Jim Beutjer)
Norma Piro
Matthew Popkes
(friend of the handbell choir)
William Thiele
(friend of John Tonnemacher)
Vickie Thomas
(daughter of Gerald Wehrs)
Jeffrey Wehrs (son of Gerald Wehrs)
David Wohlrab
Timothy Wyma
(friend of Rachel Schuette)

Blessed death: Natalie Drews (sister-in-law of Marilyn Hess)
Peace and comfort for the family and friends of: Peter Schroth (father of Karin Schroth)
Safe travel: Janice Gerzevske
Marianne and George (Steven) King
P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.

January 8, 2023
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Shari ng of the Pe ac e
Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3
Following the prayers, please greet one another in the
name of the Lord by saying, “Peace be with you,” as a
sign of forgiveness and reconciliation in preparation
for worthy reception of the Holy Supper.
Sitting

Offeri ng an d V oluntary
Benedictus qui venit

Psalm 118:26-27

Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the
Lord. We have blest you from the house of
the Lord. The Lord is God, and he has shown
upon us, alleluia, alleluia.
Offerings may be placed in the collection boxes at the
doors or at www.stjohnwheaton.org/online-giving.
Please take a moment to fill out our guest book found
at the far end of the pew.

NATHAN MITCHELL, “JESUS’ VISION OF A NEW
COMMUNITY” IN LITURGY VOL. 1, NO. 2, P. 38

Standing

Offertory
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We are urged to move quickly beyond the
intimate scene of Jesus’ birth toward the
more challenging vision of his baptism. In
short, we are asked to move in the direction
of life itself: from concern for intimacy to
concern for community.
A Christian parish becomes its best
self when it accepts the challenge of
community. The parish community, as the
real expression of a local church, cannot
limit its attention to the search for justice
and intimacy among its own members;
it must be prepared to take up the cross,
standing against evil and injustice wherever
they exist in the world. This may seem like
a harsh message for the Christmas season,
but in fact it is the church’s message at all
times, in all seasons. There is, ultimately,
only one mystery Christians celebrate: the
paschal mystery, Jesus’ dying and rising in
a new human community called “church.”

Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19

P r eface

2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136

P	It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord; for at His Baptism Your voice from heaven revealed Him as Your beloved Son,
and the Holy Spirit descended on Him, confirming Him to be the Christ. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

S anct us

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9; Mark 11:9-10; Revelation 4:8, 5:13

Kneeling or sitting forward

January 8, 2023
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P rayer of Than k sgiving
P	
Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the allavailing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together,
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
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Matthew 6:9-13

T h e W or ds of O ur Lord

Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P	
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
	In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax D om ini

Ag n us Dei

John 20:19

John 1:29; Revelation 5:6,12

The Lord’s Supper is joyfully received here today. At the altar, our Lord Jesus Christ delivers His true body and blood
into our mouths. His gift of body and blood, given in, with, and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous
benefits. His body and blood forgives our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each
other. In this is life and salvation.
All members of the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this sacred gift and its blessings, and
so are encouraged to commune. Other guests wishing to join our confession and receive this Holy Sacrament are asked
to meet with a pastor in the weeks before communing for the first time.
When you have examined yourself according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His Supper rejoicing,
just as Jesus asks, knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy.
Those coming to the altar for a blessing rather than the Holy Supper are asked to cross their arms over their chest.

January 8, 2023

| page 13

Di s tri bution
Sitting

Prayer Before Reception of Holy Communion
Dear Savior, we come to Your table at Your gracious invitation to eat and drink Your holy body and
blood. Let us find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy sacrament in faith for the salvation of our
souls and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Omnes qui in Christo baptizati estis

Galatians 3:27

Omnes qui in Christo baptizati estis, Christum induistis, alleluia.
As for all you who have been baptized in Christ, you have put on Christ, alleluia.
lutheran service book

412 The People That in Darkness Sat

I Saw the Water
Antiphon
Antiphon

1. All those who washed in this water will be saved and sing. Alleluia!
2. The sons of God together sang their song of being saved. Alleluia!
3. The Christ returns victorious showing the wounds on His side. Alleluia!
4. All those who believe in His name will be saved and sing. Alleluia!
Antiphon
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594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It

lutheran service book

590 Baptized into Your Name Most Holy

lutheran service book

400 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning

lutheran service book

623 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray

January 8, 2023

Prayer After Reception of Holy Communion
Dear Lord Jesus, we thank and praise You that You have again refreshed us with the gift of Your
holy body and blood in this comforting sacrament. Bless our participation that we may depart from
Your presence with peace and joy in the knowledge that we are reconciled to God. We ask this in
Your name. Amen.
Standing

Di sm i ss al
P	
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Go T in peace.
C Amen.

P os t- Com munion C an ticle

1 Chronicles 16:6-8; Psalm 105:1-4, 44-45

P os t- Com munion C ol l ect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
	
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Fa r ew el l an d Godsp eed to a Pastor

In Baptism the Eucharist
begins, and in the Eucharist
Baptism is sustained.
From this premier
sacramental union flows
all the church’s life.
AIDAN KAVANAGH
THE SHAPE OF BAPTISM:
THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION, P. 122

11:00 a.m.
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Benedict ion

Numbers 6:24-26

P	
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

Reces sional H ym n
lutheran service book

601 All Who Believe and Are Baptized

P os tlude
“Allegro Vivace” from Water Music

G.F. HANDEL

P rayer as You Go
Lord Jesus Christ, as You now live in us through our Baptism, through your body and blood
in Your holy Supper, through Gospel Word and Gospel Absolution, let us live in You and for
You, full of joy and delight to do Your Will; Who with the Father and the Spirit are one God
now and forever. Amen.

Servi ng i n O ur W orship
Preacher: The Reverend Chad Kendall
Celebrants: The Reverend Scott Bruzek, The Reverend Marcus Nelson,
The Reverend Chad Kendall
Vicar: Seminarian Aaron Coggins
Organist: The Reverend Nathan LeMahieu
Cantor: Peter Sovitzky
Instrumentalist: Joel Campau, trumpet
PAGE 2—CHRIST UNSER HERR ZUM JORDAN KAM: BWV 684. J. S. BACH (1685-1750)
PAGE 3—KYRIE: MASS XVI. PUBLIC DOMAIN.
PAGE 6—PSALM: THE SAINT NOËL CHABANEL RESPONSORIAL PSALM PROJECT. HTTP://CHABANELPSALMS.ORG. CREATIVE COMMONS ©2010.
PAGE 7—ALLELUIA: STEFANO MAINETTI (B. 1957). USED WITH PERMISSION. ARRANGED JONATHAN MUELLER (B. 1964)
PAGE 10—BENEDICTUS QUI VENIT: CHANT SETTINGS BY SAMUEL F. WEBER, O.S.B. ©2010 ST. MEINRAD ARCHABBEY, ST. MEINRAD, IN 47577-1010 U.S.A.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
PAGE 14—OMNES QUI IN CHRISTO BAPTIZATI ESTIS: GREGORIAN MISSAL ©1990 ABBAYE SAINT-PIERRE, F-72300 SOLESMES, FRANCE. THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION
OF THE PRAYERS, THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYERS, PREFACES, AND OTHER TEXTS FROM THE ORDER OF MASS FROM THE ROMAN MISSAL ©1973, INTERNATIONAL
COMMITTEE ON ENGLISH IN THE LITURGY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
PAGE 14—I SAW THE WATER: TEXT AND MUSIC: YVES CASTAGNET. USED BY PERMISSION.
PAGE 16—ALLEGRO VIVACE: FROM WATER MUSIC. G.F. HANDEL (1685-1759)
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING ONE FROM LUTHERAN SERVICE BOOK UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED, ALL SCRIPTURE QUOTATIONS ARE FROM
THE HOLY BIBLE, ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION, COPYRIGHT ©2001 BY CROSSWAY BIBLES, A DIVISION OF GOOD NEWS PUBLISHERS. USED BY PERMISSION. ALL
RIGHTS RESERVED. CREATED BY LUTHERAN SERVICE BUILDER © 2006 CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE.
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THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 2023

ADORING
The Prayer of the Church
Persecuted Christians in:
China, Egypt, Qatar, Vietnam
Partner Church:
Portuguese Evangelical Lutheran Church
Thanksgiving for continuing recovery:
Erik Spande (neighbor of Marianne and Steve King)
Comfort, health, recovery:
Deborah Alig (sister of Tim Loest)
Laura Balczarek (friend of Carol Heidorn)
Ralph Bekebrede (grandfather of Derek Quick)
Kim Bosch (friend of Taylor Barry)
David Crawford
Jim Harrison (son of Ruth Harrison)
Tiffany Haverkamp (niece of Bev Caruso)
Patrick Jennings
Jane King (sister of Carol Heidorn)
Barb Lechowicz (co-worker of Emily Olberding)
Steve Lederman (former St. John member)
Joseph Nesbitt

Joan Odom (sister of Jim Beutjer)
Norma Piro
Matthew Popkes (friend of the handbell choir)
William Thiele (friend of John Tonnemacher)
Vickie Thomas (daughter of Gerald Wehrs)
Jeffrey Wehrs (son of Gerald Wehrs)
David Wohlrab
Timothy Wyma (friend of Rachel Schuette)
Blessed death:
Natalie Drews (sister-in-law of Marilyn Hess)
Peace and comfort for the family and friends of:
Peter Schroth (father of Karin Schroth)
Safe travel:
Janice Gerzevske
Marianne and George (Steven) King
Those who need our ongoing prayers:
Leo (friend of Lisa Hohmann)
Mason Daniels (friend of Karen Rossetti)
Sharon Eckert
Elaine Hanyzeski (friend of Lisa Hohmann)

Please submit your prayer requests to the website or call the church office at 630-668-0701 x413.
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

410 N. Cross Street, Wheaton, IL 60187

630-668-0701

www.stjohnwheaton.org
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MATURING

Grace Christian Academy Pancake Breakfast

Sunday, January 15

SUNDAYS

EDUCATION HOUR RESUMES JANUARY 29.

•
•
•
•

Come with an appetite and enjoy pancakes and sausage
served by students of Grace Christian Academy from
the Little Village neighborhood in Chicago. This is
a great opportunity to interact with these seventh
and eighth grade students and learn more about the
mission and work being done at Grace. Principal Carlo
Giannotta will share information and give an update
on current and future activities and goals. There is no
cost to attend. A free will offering basket will be at each
table. Proceeds will be used to fund the spring trip for
seventh and eighth grade students.

WEDNESDAYS

JOY Group: Jesus, Others, You • What’s new
and who’s who in the New Testament
•
•
•
•

Place: Room 201
Time: 9:00–10:30 a.m.
Commitment: 90 minutes
Contact: Vicar Aaron Coggins 630-668-0701 x412
acoggins@stjohnwheaton.org
A lot can change in 400 years, and in the 400 years
between the end of the Old Testament and the
beginning of the New, a lot did change. Have you ever
wondered where the Samaritans or Pharisees came
from? Then this is the Bible study for you! Join us as
we explore the 400 years of the Intertestamental Period
to help us better understand the world of Jesus and
the apostles. All adults are welcome to join this weekly
time of Bible study, fellowship and refreshments!

EMBODYING
Reception for Pastor Kendall • Sunday, January 8
•
•
•
•

Place: The Commons
Time: 9:30 a.m.
Commitment: up to 1 hour
Contact: Gretchen Scheel gscheel@stjohnwheaton.org
Join us to show Pastor Kendall and his family our love
and appreciation for his time of service at St. John.
We wish him well in his new calling to serve as
Assistant Provost for Mission and Identity at Concordia
University Chicago. We will have a donut reception
between Sunday morning services on January 8. Come
and share your warm wishes and enjoy a sweet treat in
Pastor Kendall’s honor.
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Place: Gym
Time: 9:30 a.m.
Commitment: 1 hour
Contact: Katie Licht katielicht@gmail.com

Evening Prayer and Dinner (EPAD) for Middle
and High School Students • Sunday, January 15
•
•
•
•

Place: Sanctuary, Gym & Rooms 204/206
Time: 4:00–6:00 p.m.
Commitment: 2 hours
Contact: Pastor Nelson mnelson@stjohnwheaton.org
EPAD is a time of prayer, discussion, fellowship, and
food for middle and high school students. Evening
Prayer will be a contemplative time for prayer and
learning with candles, songs, and music, followed by
small group conversations, games and dinner. This
month we’re having Mexican Night—make your own
tacos, chips & queso, and MORE! Invite your friends
to January’s EPAD.

How do I submit a prayer request?
You can either complete the form on the church
website, www.stjohnwheaton.org/prayer-request
or call the office at 630-668-0701 x413.
Prayer requests received by Wednesday at noon are
printed in the worship folder. Prayers for Comfort,
health and recovery are printed and/or spoken for two
consecutive weeks and are then listed as ongoing
prayers for an additional two weeks. Please resubmit
your request to keep a name on the list for more than
four weeks. Thank you for sharing and tending your
prayer concerns.
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
(LWML) Mites Featured Mission Grant

Concordia Seminary St. Louis—Increasing Enrollment
•
•
•
•

Place: The Narthex
Time: before/after worship services
Commitment: a few minutes
Contact: Marilyn Hess 630-414-0845
An LWML NID Grant of $8,000 will help Concordia
Seminary in St. Louis address the shortage of pastors
faced by the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod. The
Seminary has implemented comprehensive efforts to
significantly increase pastoral student enrollment and
plans to continue and expand these ongoing initiatives
with your support. Your Mite donation is should be
placed in an envelope that is marked MITES. Every
contribution is appreciated.

Women’s Book Club • Thursday, January 19
•
•
•
•

Place: The Commons
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Commitment: 1–2 hours, plus reading time
Contact: Gretchen Scheel gscheel@stjohnwheaton.org
Ladies, join us the third Thursday of each month for an
evening of fellowship and book discussion. Our January
selection is Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen, the story
of the impoverished Dashwood family, focusing on the
sisters Elinor and Marianne, personifications of good
sense (common sense) and sensibility (emotionality),
respectively. Coming up:
• February 16—The Radium Girls by Kate Moore
• March 16—Bittersweet: A Novel by Colleen
McCullough

Confirmation Roller Skating and Laser Tag
at Funway • Saturday, January 21
•
•
•
•

Place: Funway 1335 S. River St., Batavia, IL
Time: meet at St. John 10:00 a.m.
Commitment: 4.5 hours, $10
Contact: Pastor Nelson mnelson@stjohnwheaton.org
or Carol Heidorn 630-715-3458
carol.a.heidorn@gmail.com
Confirmation students—join us for a fun-filled day
of indoor roller skating and laser tag at Funway
Entertainment! Invite a friend and enjoy a great day of
team building.

St. John Time and Talent Fair

Sunday, January 22
•
•
•
•

Place: The Commons and The Study (Room 201)
Time: 10:00 a.m.
Commitment: 50 minutes
Contact: Katie Licht katielicht@gmail.com

NEW! What do handbells and chainsaws have in common?
They’re two of the things you might find at the Time
and Talent Fair! If you’re looking for a place to serve,
connect, or just have fun at St. John, this is your
chance to find it! Representatives from various church
committees will be on hand to answer questions, share
their experiences, offer guidance, and even recruit you.
We look forward to starting the year with renewed
energy, offering our time and talent to support St. John
and enrich our community.

An Evening of Revelation with Pastor Bayens
Ladies—Friday, January 27
Gentlemen—Saturday, January 28

• Place: The Commons and The Study
• Time: 5:00 p.m. Tasting bites and drinks
6:00 p.m. Session One
6:45 p.m. Dinner
7:30 p.m. Session Two
Stay on for fun as late as you like!
• Commitment: One or more hours
• Contact: Katherine Engel kaengel1026@gmail.com
or Pastor Bruzek bruzek@stjohnwheaton.org
This is an evolved version of our traditional men’s
and women’s retreats. Please join us for what will
undoubtedly be a lush evening among friends. Please
extend the invitation to friends outside of St. John. All
are welcome! Come for the whole evening, or just the
portion that works for you.
The Rev. Dr. Patrick James Bayens, Professor of
Theology, Concordia University Chicago will present
The Apocalypse and the Liturgy: Your Jesus, Your Prayer.
The Book of Revelation takes the hearer “behind the
scenes” of the Lord’s Day liturgy. As it does so, it paints
a compelling pastoral picture of Jesus for the Christian.
It also stakes a place for prayer in the midst of a world
gone mad. The 2023 Lenten retreat will focus on those
two related themes: Revelation’s images of our Lord, and
its poignant understanding of prayer within the greater
purposes of God. The presentations will be punctuated
by art related to those themes.
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High School Service Event—Packing and
Rearranging! • Saturday, February 4

Confirmation Ski and Higher Things® Retreat

•
•
•
•

• Place: Higher Things Retreat (Sheboygan, Wisconsin)
and Cascade Mountain (Portage, Wisconsin)
• Time and Commitment: 3 days, $175
• Contact: Pastor Nelson mnelson@stjohnwheaton.org

Place: High School Room (LL004)
Time: 3:00–5:00 p.m.
Commitment: 2 hours
Contact: Pastor Nelson mnelson@stjohnwheaton.org
or Carol Heidorn carol.a.heidorn@gmail.com
High school students will be preparing snack packs for
Ronald McDonald Houses in the area. Many families
spend days, weeks or even months at the hospital with
their children. These grab-and-go snack packs allow them
to stay nearby without having to leave for a bite to eat.
Once the snack packs are completed, we will rearrange
the High School room into an updated multipurpose
space. Plan to join us for this afternoon of service!

International Lutheran Council Event
at St. John • Saturday, February 4
• Place: The Commons and Sanctuary
• Time: 4:30 p.m. Reception
5:30 p.m. Fireside Talk
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer
• Commitment: 1 or more hours
• Contact: Pastor Bruzek bruzek@stjohnwheaton.org

NEW! The new Board of Directors of the International
Lutheran Council (ILC) invites fellow Lutherans to
join them for a reception of drinks, light foods, and
relaxed conversation, followed by a “fireside talk” with
board chair, Bishop Juhana Pohjola (Finland), who will
reflect upon the importance of the ILC for confessional
Lutherans and Churches in a challenging world. Finally,
hearts and voices will join in Evening Prayer for the
Future of the Church and the Life of the World.

Poinsettia Contributors
With gratefulness, we wish to thank the following
people for kindly providing the congregation with
Poinsettias:
Patricia and Clifford Fullhart; Kathryn and Alan
Guignion; Jeanette Marti; Carol and Lawrence
Morton; Norma Piro; Barbara and Nick Poulos;
Barbara and Thomas Predki: Emalee Stellwagen;
Carol Toenies; and Shelia and Terry Vojack.
Since we have entered the season of Epiphany, the
Christmas poinsettias will be removed from the church.
Anyone may take one home today to enjoy while it is still
blooming!
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Friday, February 17—Sunday, February 19

NEW! Join us as we head to Wisconsin for a winter ski
retreat! We’ll be staying at the Higher Things Retreat
and skiing/tubing at Cascade Mountain. Confirmation
students will spend time together in God’s Word and
the snow. We will need drivers. Contact Pastor Nelson
if you can help. St. John will reimburse mileage.
Friends are welcome! Please register
for the retreat with this QR code or
on the St. John website – https://
www.stjohnwheaton.org/
confirmation-winter-2023. Deadline
to sign up is Friday, January 20.

L.E.R.T. Basic Training: Help in Times
of Disaster • Saturday, February 25
• Place: Immanuel Lutheran Church
200 N. Plum Grove Road, Palatine, IL
• Time: 8:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
• Commitment: 5 hours, $35 registration fee;
• Contact: Anna Piro 708-525-6620 piro.anna@me.com
Marty Johnson or Steve Chester

NEW! Would you like to join the Lutheran Early Response
Team (LERT) volunteers when asked to help after a
disaster? Lutheran Church Charities (LCC) provides the
LCMS training and credentials required by FEMA and
other local agencies before entering a disaster area. This
basic training will prepare team members and focus
on Christian care in times of a disaster—Christ’s mercy
is the basis for everything we say and do. Additional
training is required for chainsaw work, flood clean up
and rebuilding. The cost includes
a training manual, LERT vest and
t-shirt. Register at https://lcc.
ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/1321/
responses/new or use the QR code.
After completing the registration
on the LCC site, you will be directed to select the
LCMS link. You must complete both registrations.
Walk in registrations will be accepted the day of the training, but prefer
advance registration to assist host congregation in planning. Face masks will
be optional. We do ask that if you are sick or have been exposed to someone
with COVID, to not attend.
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Ted Kahn Memorial Fund
• Place: Online or U.S. mail
• Commitment: a few minutes
• Contact: Meghan Terry msmeghanterry@yahoo.com
or Pastor Nelson mnelson@stjohnwheaton.org

NEW! Wheaton College is establishing the Ted Kahn
Memorial Fund to benefit Wheaton College’s Doctoral
Psychology Programs and their students. John Edward
“Ted” Kahn, Jr. (1965-2022) served over 12 years as
Administrator for these programs and was a guide,
mentor and spiritual director for countless students,
faculty, staff and alumni. The St. John community
remembers Ted as a long time member and Elder before
moving to North Carolina with his wife, Sandi.
Contribute to the fund by scanning the QR code
or make checks payable to Wheaton
College, memo: Gift in memory of Ted
Kahn. Mail checks to:
Advancement Services,
501 College Avenue
Wheaton, IL 60187

Lutheran Special Education Ministries
Employment
• Place: Bensenville, Illinois
• Time and Commitment: Part time
• Contact: Richard Schumacher at 734-748-5253
or rschumacher@luthsped.org
Lutheran Special Education Ministries is looking for
a part-time resource room teacher at Zion Concord
Lutheran School in Bensenville. Applicants must
hold a current Illinois teaching license and have a
special education certification/endorsement. For more
information or to submit a resume contact Richard
Schumacher.

CALENDAR

FOR
THE

WEEK

Sunday • January 8
8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:30 a.m. Reception for Pastor Kendall
11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
12:15 p.m. Elders Meeting (Room 202)
Monday • January 9
CLOSED
Tuesday • January 10
7:40 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
6:45 p.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal (balcony)
7:30 p.m. Dartball (LL008)
Wednesday • January 11
7:40 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
9:00 a.m. JOY Group (Room 201)
7:00 p.m. Kantorei (Balcony)
Thursday • January 12
7:40 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
8:40 a.m. Preschool Chapel
Friday • January 13
7:40 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
Sunday • January 15
8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:30 a.m. Grace Pancake Breakfast (Gym)
11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
12:15 p.m. Goverrning Board Meeting (Room 206)
4:00 p.m. EPAD
You can prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading:
Isaiah 49:1-7
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42a

Check out the new look of St. John Online Giving!
Go to
www.stjohnwheaton.org/online-giving>Give Now
OR
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z4PM/home
To make a first time or one-time gift, you can Sign Up to create an
account, Log In to your existing account, or Donate to a specific fund.
To change the amount or frequency of your tithe, offering or
recurring gift, Log In, access your Profile and Cancel your scheduled
transaction. Then return to the Home page to set up a new donation.
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Restro oms
Restrooms are located in the back of The Commons.

Pew Po uc he s

410 N. Cross St. • Wheaton, IL 60187
630-668-0701 • 630-682-1504 fax
The Reverend Scott Bruzek
Senior Pastor.................................. x421
The Reverend Marcus Nelson
Associate Pastor............................. x427
The Reverend Chad Kendall
Associate Pastor............................. x408
Seminarian Aaron Coggins
Vicar............................................... x412
Church Office.................................. x400
John Crowe
Parish Administrator..................... x435
Sandy Crowe
Receptionist.................................... x413
Val Gaede
Preschool Director.......................... x436
Valerie Guglielmi
Preschool Teacher........................... x404
The Reverend Nathan LeMahieu
Organist......................................... x429
Gretchen Scheel
Preschool/Sunday School............... x403
Peter Sovitzky
Cantor............................................ x429

www.stjohnwheaton.org

P ubl ic at ion s
i n T h e Com mons
Portals of Prayer
January–March 2023
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Each Sunday your child may pick up a pew pouch from the top
baskets located in the Narthex. Please note each pew pouch design
holds a different title book and copies of the Children’s Worship
Bulletin designed especially for school-age children. Return the
pouch and its contents to the bottom baskets in the Narthex at the
end of the service. This way the pouches will be clean and ready
for the next Sunday’s services. Please be aware the pew pouches
are not age appropriate for children younger than age 3.

N ursery
We have an attended nursery for children birth through age 3
on Sundays during the 10:00 a.m. education hour. “The Ark” is
located off The Commons.

Pl e ase see a Pastor f or Assistanc e
wi t h the Follo w ing:
•	
Large print versions of today’s bulletin are available in the
Narthex. Braille editions of Lutheran Service Book are available
upon request.
• 
Hearing assistance devices for use during worship are
available in the Narthex.
• Wheelchairs are available in the Lounge.

Worship Bro ad c ast
Every Divine Service is broadcast live on the Internet. The
broadcast can be found at www.stjohnwheaton.org/streaming
and on the St. John homepage.

Worship ANEW—a Progra m for Shut-Ins
A 30-minute Lutheran worship service is televised weekly
on Sunday at 8:00 a.m. on Chicago’s CW station WPWR
channel 50 (Comcast 184) and at 10:30 a.m. on TCT (DirecTV
channel 377). A complete list of viewing options is available at
WorshipAnew.org.

