
The Divine Service
    The Sixth Sunday of Easter

May 14, 2023 T 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

WelcomeB
One of the most basic laws of the spiritual life is 
that you become like what you worship; and if 
you are worshiping the true God, the creator of all 
things, the one in whose image you are made, you 
should be developing as a wise, many-sided human 
being, not letting one aspect get out of proportion 
as though God were only interested in the ‘spiritual’ 
side, meaning by that not only the non-bodily but 
also the non-rational. Of course, those who live in 
a world that has overemphasized the body, or the 
reasoning mind, may find that they need to redress 
the balance in other ways than the one Paul stresses 
here. When you look at the worshiping Christian, 
what you should see is a whole human being, with 
every aspect united in giving praise to God.

N. T. WRIGHT
PAUL FOR EVERYONE: 1 CORINTHIANS, P. 191

lessed are all your saints, my God 

and King, who have traveled over  

the tempestuous sea of mortality,  

and have at last made the desired  

port of peace and happiness.  

Be gracious to us who are still in our 

dangerous voyage. Remember and 

help us in our distress, and remember 

those who are exposed to the rough 

storms of troubles and temptations. 

Strengthen our weakness, that we 

may fight valiantly in this spiritual 

war. Help us fight against our own 

negligence and cowardice, and  

defend us from the treachery of our 

unfaithful hearts. We are very frail, 

and unable to carry out any virtuous 

and gallant undertaking. Grant,  

O Lord, that we may bring our vessel 

safe to shore, to our desired haven. 

Amen.
ST. AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO
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A Special Welcome to Those with Young Children
We are very happy that you are here today! At St. John we want you to feel at home.

•  First, please relax and enjoy your time 
here. Jesus knows that children tend to 
wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t 
feel embarrassed by it. Your children are 
welcome at St. John.

•  To make it a bit easier on your family, 
please dare to sit toward the front where 
your children can easily see the procession, 
note the colors, hear the bells, smell the 
fire, watch the pastors, wonder about 
those heads on the lectern and embrace the 
action at the altar. What Jesus does here 
promises to engage them.

•  As we go, softly explain the Liturgy to your 
children, encouraging them to chime in on 

their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And with 
your spirit! I believe! Our Father! All of that 
belongs to them too.

•  Be sure to sing and say and pray your parts 
too as you stand and kneel and sit. Your 
children learn by following your lead.

•  If you and your child must leave, please 
hurry back. We want your children here 
so much that we didn’t build a nursery in 
our new space. Like Jesus, we want your 
children in the Liturgy, not out.

•  If you need a little help, just ask. There  
are lots of folks here who will lend you  
a hand.

Please know that while you are caring for your children, the rest of us will be rejoicing in Jesus’ 
words, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these” (Luke 18:16).
 We know that your children are a gift to the Church, so we will do our best to welcome, 
smile, encourage, help and bless you all. Welcome to St. John!

Prelude
Gavotte in c minor 
Minuet No. 3
Allegro Moderato  J. S. BACH      

Processional Hymn
Please stand and face the crucifix.

lutheran service book 477 Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven

If you need help hearing the Liturgy, 
 download the Audiofetch app,  connect to the wifi named “listen,” 

 put in your earbuds, and  open Audiofetch. 
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Invocation 1 Kings 8:27-30; Matthew 18:20; 28:18-20

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Confession and Absolution 1 John 1:8-9 and John 20:19-23; Matthew 16:19, 18:18

P  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Standing

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen.

P  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Kyrie Mark 10:47; Luke 17:13   

Give regard, O God, our protector, 
and look on the face of your Christ!

PSALM 84:9
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29  

Salutation and Collect of the Day 2 Timothy 4:22

P The Lord be with you.
C And with your spirit.

P Let us pray.
  O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think 

those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.

C Amen.
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Sitting

First Reading   Acts 17:16-31

A  The First Reading for the Sixth Sunday of Easter is from Acts, chapter seventeen.

   

While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, 
his spirit was provoked within him as he 
saw that the city was full of idols. So he 
reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and 
the devout persons, and in the marketplace 
every day with those who happened to 
be there. Some of the Epicurean and Stoic 
philosophers also conversed with him. And 
some said, “What does this babbler wish 
to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a 
preacher of foreign divinities”—because he 
was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 
And they took hold of him and brought 
him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we 
know what this new teaching is that you 
are presenting? For you bring some strange 
things to our ears. We wish to know 
therefore what these things mean.” Now all 
the Athenians and the foreigners who lived 
there would spend their time in nothing 
except telling or hearing something new.
 So Paul, standing in the midst of the 
Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive 
that in every way you are very religious. 
For as I passed along and observed the 
objects of your worship, I found also an 
altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown 
god.’ What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God 

who made the world and everything in 
it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does 
not live in temples made by man, nor is 
he served by human hands, as though he 
needed anything, since he himself gives to 
all mankind life and breath and everything. 
And he made from one man every nation of 
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, 
having determined allotted periods and 
the boundaries of their dwelling place, that 
they should seek God, in the hope that they 
might feel their way toward him and find 
him. Yet he is actually not far from each one 
of us, for
  “‘In him we live and move and have our 

being’;
as even some of your own poets have said,
 “‘For we are indeed his offspring.’
Being then God’s offspring, we ought not 
to think that the divine being is like gold 
or silver or stone, an image formed by the 
art and imagination of man. The times 
of ignorance God overlooked, but now 
he commands all people everywhere to 
repent, because he has fixed a day on which 
he will judge the world in righteousness by 
a man whom he has appointed; and of this 
he has given assurance to all by raising him 
from the dead.”

 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

The church administration in Europe follows the patterns of the 
administration of the state, while in America the great business 
organizations seem to be unknowingly imitated by the churches. 
The consequence is that also the parish minister becomes more and 
more of an administrator and organizer who rushes from meeting to 
meeting and has not enough time for his proper calling as a shepherd.

HERMANN SASSE, THE LONELY WAY, VOL. 2, P. 372
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Psalm   Psalm 66

Antiphon  Psalm 66:1

Antiphon

He has changed the sea into dry land; through the river they passed on foot;
therefore let us rejoice in him. He rules by his might forever. vv. 6-7a

Antiphon

Hear now, all you who fear God, while I declare what he has done for me.
Blessed be God who refused me not my prayer or his kindness! vv. 16, 20

Antiphon

Epistle   1 Peter 3:13-22

A  The Epistle is from First Peter, chapter three.

Now who is there to harm you if you are 
zealous for what is good? But even if you 
should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you 
will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be 
troubled, but in your hearts regard Christ 
the Lord as holy, always being prepared to 
make a defense to anyone who asks you 
for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet 
do it with gentleness and respect, having 
a good conscience, so that, when you are 
slandered, those who revile your good 
behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 
For it is better to suffer for doing good, if 
that should be God’s will, than for doing 
evil.
 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the 

righteous for the unrighteous, that he might 
bring us to God, being put to death in the 
flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which 
he went and proclaimed to the spirits in 
prison, because they formerly did not obey, 
when God’s patience waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was being prepared, 
in which a few, that is, eight persons, were 
brought safely through water. Baptism, 
which corresponds to this, now saves you, 
not as a removal of dirt from the body but 
as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, 
and powers having been subjected to him.

 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Standing
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Alleluia
Antiphon
Antiphon 

We know that Christ being raised from the 
dead will never die again; death no longer  
has dominion over him. Romans 6:9

Antiphon

In the world you will have tribulation. But 
take heart; I have overcome the world. John 16:33b

Antiphon 
Antiphon

 

Holy Gospel   John 14:15-21

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.

   

[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep 
my commandments. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Helper, 
to be with you forever, even the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. 
You know him, for he dwells with you and 
will be in you.
 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will 

come to you. Yet a little while and the 
world will see me no more, but you will see 
me. Because I live, you also will live. In that 
day you will know that I am in my Father, 
and you in me, and I in you. Whoever has 
my commandments and keeps them, he it 
is who loves me. And he who loves me will 
be loved by my Father, and I will love him 
and manifest myself to him.”

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sitting

Hymn of the Day
lutheran service book 487 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
Stanzas 1, 2, 5. Choir sings stanza 2, 8:30 a.m.



page 8  |  May 14, 2023

Sermon
Standing

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, Romans 10:10; Deuteronomy 6:4

 the Father Almighty, Matthew 6:9; Exodus 6:3

 maker of heaven and earth Genesis 1:1; John 1:1

 and of all things visible and invisible. Colossians 1:16

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, Romans 10:9

 the only-begotten Son of God, John 3:16; Matthew 16:16

 begotten of His Father before all worlds, John 1:2

 God of God, Light of Light, John 17:22; John 8:12; John 1:1

 very God of very God, Colossians 2:9

 begotten, not made, John 1:2

 being of one substance with the Father, John 10:30

 by Whom all things were made; Hebrews 1:2; John 1:3

  Who for us men and for our salvation 1 Timothy 2:4; Romans 3:23

 came down from heaven John 6:41; Luke 15:20

  and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary Luke 1:34-35

 and was made man; John 1:14

  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. Mark 15:25; John 19:16-18

 He suffered and was buried. John 19:1-3; Luke 23:53

 And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures 1 Corinthians 15:4; Luke 24:6

 and ascended into heaven Acts 1:9

 and sits at the right hand of the Father. Acts 7:55

 And He will come again with glory Matthew 26:64

 to judge both the living and the dead, Acts 10:42; Matthew 3:12

 Whose kingdom will have no end. 2 Peter 1:11

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, John 14:26; Genesis 1:2; Acts 2:38

 the Lord and giver of life, Genesis 1:2; John 3:6

 Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, John 15:26

  Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,  
 Matthew 3:16-17; Luke 2:14

 Who spoke by the prophets. Ezekiel 11:5; 2 Peter 1:20-21

  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 1 Peter 2:5; Ephesians 2:19-22

  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, Ephesians 4:5; Acts 2:38

 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 1 Corinthians 15:35-49; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

 and the life T of the world to come. Mark 10:29-30; Matthew 10:40-42

 Amen. Psalm 106:48

[God’s word] is an infinite  
word and must be 
contemplated and 
grasped with a quiet 
mind, as Psalm 85:8 says, 
“I will hear what God 
himself will speak within 
me.” None but such a 
quiet, contemplative 
mind can grasp it.

MARTIN LUTHER 
“SERMON ON THE GOSPEL 
FOR THE FESTIVAL OF THE 
EPIPHANY (MATTHEW 2:1-12),” 
IN LUTHER’S WORKS,  
VOL. 52, P. 286
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Prayer of the Church 1 Timothy 2:1-4

A  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 
their needs.

After each portion of the prayer:
A Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

Persecuted Christians in: Jordan, Kazakhstan, Nicaragua, Oman

Partner Church: Confessional Lutheran Church of South Africa

Anniversary of marriage: Sarah and Michael Hopkins (16 years)

Birthday: Samantha Crowe

Comfort, health, recovery:
Carol Almarales (sister of Marge Flashing and Bill Schewe)
Jean Babchak
James Beutjer (grandson of Nancy and Jim Beutjer)
Donna Corson (friend of Karen Crawford)
Patrick Jennings
Dawn Kigyos (mother of Brad Kigyos)
Charlie Lau (friend of Kathleen Strnad)
Charlie Minardi (great-grandson of Diane Kissane)
Joseph Nesbitt
Marlys Odean (mother of Carol Jennings)
Matthew Popkes (friend of the handbell choir) 
Barbara Poulos
Roberta Smith
Vickie Thomas (daughter of Gerald Wehrs)
Kallie Thoren
Courtney Ullman (relative of Laura Scheidt)
Jeffrey Wehrs (son of Gerald Wehrs)
Richard Williams 
David Wohlrab

Blessed remembrance: Susan Schuett

Holidays: Mother’s Day

Safe travel: Rev. Miguel Barcelos; Amanda Predki

P  Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the 
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.
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Sharing of the Peace Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3

Following the prayers, please greet one another in the name of the Lord by saying, “Peace be with you,”  
as a sign of forgiveness and reconciliation in preparation for worthy reception of the Holy Supper.

Sitting

Offering and Voluntary  

Benedicite gentes  Psalm 66:8-9, 20

O bless the Lord our God, you peoples, and make the voice of his praise to be heard;  
who has set my soul to live, and has not suffered my feet to be moved.  
Blessed be the Lord, who has not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy from me, alleluia.

Offerings may be placed in the collection boxes at the doors or at www.stjohnwheaton.org/online-giving.

Please take a moment to fill out our guest book found at the far end of the pew.

Standing

Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19  
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Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136  

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are 
we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the 
world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored 
to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9; Mark 11:9-10; Revelation 4:8, 5:13  

He that cannot forgive others breaks the 
bridge over which he himself must pass.

EDWARD HERBERT, THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 
EDWARD, LORD HERBERT OF CHERBURY, P. 34
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  

P  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 
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The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

P  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19  

Agnus Dei   John 1:29; Revelation 5:6,12    

The Lord’s Supper is joyfully received here today. At the altar, our Lord Jesus Christ delivers His true 
body and blood into our mouths. His gift of body and blood, given in, with, and under the bread and wine, 
bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the 
Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life and salvation.  
 All members of the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this sacred gift and its 
blessings, and so are encouraged to commune. Other guests wishing to join our confession and receive 
this Holy Sacrament are asked to meet with a pastor in the weeks before communing for the first time.
 When you have examined yourself according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His 
Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks, knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy.
 Those coming to the altar for a blessing rather than the Holy Supper are asked to cross their arms over 
their chest.
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Distribution
Sitting

Prayer Before Reception of Holy Communion

Dear Savior, we come to Your table at Your gracious invitation to eat and drink Your holy body and 
blood. Let us find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy sacrament in faith for the salvation of our 
souls and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Non vos relinquam  John 14:18

Non vos relinquam orphanos veniam ad vos 
iterum, alleluia, et gaudebit cor vestrum, 
alleluia, alleluia.

I will not leave you orphans, I will come to 
you again, alleluia; and your heart will rejoice, 
alleluia, alleluia.

 

lutheran service book 464 The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done 

The Lord is Risen   

1. Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.
2. The Lord is my strength, the Lord is my song; 
3. I shall not die, I shall live.

1. For God’s love has no end.
2. God has been my Savior.
3. I shall live and recount God’s deeds.

Bugenhagen [who was Luther’s Pastor at St. Mary’s Church in Wittenberg], in his 
introduction to Palladius’ Enchiridion combines the examination of children and other 
communicants in that he declares the words of Luther’s Small Catechism to be the 
confession upon which the child of eight years and the centenarian alike are admitted  
to the Communion.
 The children [in sixteenth century Denmark] were often admitted to the Communion 
when they were only six to seven years of age.
 Of Sweden, Oscar Quensel says: “It seems that even eight and nine year olds were 
among the communicants as late as the 1570s.” […]
 By the end of the seventeenth century, in contrast, German Lutheranism had raised the 
age of Confirmation (and first Holy Communion), in some cases as high as 15 and 16. […]
 Even as late as the beginning of the last century [19th], children were still being 
admitted to Holy Confirmation (and Holy Communion) at the age of eight and nine “in 
many parts of Germany.” 

ARTHUR CARL PIEPKORN, “WHAT THE SYMBOLS HAVE TO SAY ABOUT THE CHURCH,”  
IN CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL MONTHLY, VOL. 26, NO. 10, 1955, PP. 762-763
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lutheran service book 473 Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free

Where True Charity and Love Dwell  

lutheran service book 469 Christ the Lord is Risen Today

Prayer After Reception of Holy Communion

Dear Lord Jesus, we thank and praise You that You have again refreshed us with the gift of Your 
holy body and blood in this comforting sacrament. Bless our participation that we may depart from 
Your presence with peace and joy in the knowledge that we are reconciled to God. We ask this in 
Your name. Amen.
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Standing

Dismissal
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Go T in peace.
C Amen.

Post-Communion Canticle 1 Chronicles 16:6-8; Psalm 105:1-4, 44-45

Secularism is a religion because it has a faith, it has its own eschatology and its own 
ethics. And it "works" and it "helps." Quite frankly, if "help" were the criterion, one 
would have to admit that life-centered secularism helps actually more than religion. 
To compete with it, religion has to present itself as "adjustment to life," "counseling," 
"enrichment," it has to be publicized in subways and buses as a valuable addition to 
"your friendly bank" and all other "friendly dealers:" try it, it helps! […]
 But it is here that we reach the heart of the matter. For Christianity, help is not 
the criterion. Truth is the criterion. The purpose of Christianity is not to help people 
by reconciling them with death, but to reveal the Truth about life and death in order 
that people may be saved by this Truth. [...]
 Christianity is not reconciliation with death. It is the revelation of death, and 
it reveals death because it is the revelation of Life. Christ is this Life. And only if 
Christ is Life is death what Christianity proclaims it to be, namely the enemy to 
be destroyed, and not a "mystery" to be explained. Religion and secularism, by 
explaining death, give it a "status," a rationale, make it "normal." Only Christianity 
proclaims it to be abnormal and, therefore, truly horrible. [...]
 Only in Christ is the fullness of life revealed to us. [...] It is when Christ reveals Life 
to us that we can hear the Christian message about death as the enemy of God. It 
is when Life weeps at the grave of the friend, when it contemplates the horror of 
death, that the victory over death begins.

ALEXANDER SCHMEMANN, FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD, PP. 99-100
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Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in 
faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

Recessional Hymn
lutheran service book 488 He is Arisen! Glorious Word

Postlude
The Strife is O'er  WILBUR HELD  

Prayer as You Go
Dear God, I will trust You always, for though I may be lost—and in the shadow of death—I will 
not be afraid, because I know You will never leave me to face my troubles all alone.
THOMAS MERTON, THOUGHTS IN SOLITUDE, P. 79

Serving in Our Worship 
Preacher: The Reverend Scott Bruzek 

Celebrants: The Reverend Scott Bruzek,  
The Reverend Marcus Nelson 

Vicar: Seminarian Aaron Coggins

Organist: The Reverend Nathan LeMahieu

Cantor: Peter Sovitzky

Instrumentalist: Henry LeMahieu, cello

Ensemble: St. John Sunday School Choir,  
Julie LeMahieu, director
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THE SIXTH SUNDAY  
OF EASTER
MAY 14, 2023

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH     410 N. Cross Street, Wheaton, IL 60187     630-668-0701     www.stjohnwheaton.org

ADORING
Persecuted Christians in:
Jordan, Kazakhstan, Nicaragua, Oman

Partner Church:
Confessional Lutheran Church of South Africa

Anniversary of marriage:
Sarah and Michael Hopkins (16 years)

Birthday:
Samantha Crowe

Comfort, health, recovery:
Carol Almarales  
(sister of Marge Flashing and Bill Schewe)
Jean Babchak
James Beutjer (grandson of Nancy and Jim Beutjer)
Donna Corson (friend of Karen Crawford)
Patrick Jennings
Dawn Kigyos (mother of Brad Kigyos)
Charlie Lau (friend of Kathleen Strnad)
Charlie Minardi (great-grandson of Diane Kissane)
Joseph Nesbitt
Marlys Odean (mother of Carol Jennings)
Matthew Popkes (friend of the handbell choir) 
Barbara Poulos
Roberta Smith

Vickie Thomas (daughter of Gerald Wehrs)
Kallie Thoren
Courtney Ullman (relative of Laura Scheidt)
Jeffrey Wehrs (son of Gerald Wehrs)
Richard Williams 
David Wohlrab

Blessed remembrance:
Susan Schuett

Holidays:
Mother’s Day

Safe travel: 
Rev. Miguel Barcelos
Amanda Predki

Those who need our ongoing prayers: 
Antanas Andrusaitis (friend of Debbie Feyerabend)
Deborah Cook (friend of Sherri Sanders)
Hubert Ebe (friend of Debbie Feyerabend)
Sharon Eckert
James Graham (father of Marilyn Graham)
Margaret Jablonsky (friend of Debbie Feyerabend)
Rev. Donald Kretzschmar (former St. John member)
Aiden Lee (nephew of Ji Yoon Thompson)
Everleigh Noeske (friend of Sherri Sanders)
Matthew Smith

The Prayer of the Church

Please submit your prayer requests to the website or call the church office at 630-668-0701 x413.
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how all of it revolves around the work of Jesus Christ. 
Each week, we’ll have a Learn-by-Heart verse and 
Bible lesson as we prepare ourselves for Confirmation. 
Friends are encouraged to come.

Sunday School
• Place: Lower Level
• Time: 10:00 a.m.
• Commitment: 1 hour
• Contact: Gretchen Scheel gscheel@stjohnwheaton.org

Please come to the Lower Level at 9:50 to get your 
children settled for Sunday School. Preschoolers (who 
are age three by September 1) through grade five are 
invited to come along for Sunday School each week. 
Younger children are welcome in the ARK for their own 
age group fun. Bring a friend and join us for a great 
year filled with God’s word, sacred music and lots of 
Bible adventures! Parents are asked to drop off and pick 
up children who are in second grade or younger. Older 
students will be dismissed at 10:50.

 WEDNESDAYS

JOY Group: Jesus, Others, You 
The Church’s second generation
• Place: The Study/Room 201
• Time: 9:00–10:30 a.m.
• Commitment: 90 minutes
• Contact: Vicar Aaron Coggins 630-668-0701 x412  

acoggins@stjohnwheaton.org

Vicar will continue teaching on the Apostolic Fathers. 
These Christians knew the apostles and left behind the 
earliest Christian writings outside the New Testament. 
All adults are welcome to join this weekly time of Bible 
study, fellowship and refreshments!

Pastor Chats
• Place: Gym
• Time: 4:00–5:00 p.m.
• Commitment: 1 hour
• Contact: Gretchen Scheel gscheel@stjohnwheaton.org

Children are invited to join Pastor Nelson for exciting 
adventures with God’s Word at Pastor Chats. All are 
welcome to bring friends. We’ll gather in the Gym, and 
then enjoy snacks in Room 201 from 4–4:15. We will 
rotate smaller age groupings through Taizé singing, 
lessons in the Sanctuary with Pastor, and fun fellowship 
activity time.

MATURING
 SUNDAYS

Adult Bible Study • Moving Back Home: 
Life with Everything for Everybody from 
Everywhere on Every Sabbath
• Place: The Study/Room 201
• Time: 10:00 a.m.
• Commitment: 45 minutes
• Contact: Pastor Bruzek bruzek@stjohnwheaton.org

Each week Jesus shows up at Church offering us a Life 
that is beyond imagination. He comes to talk to us with 
Holy Words and to touch us with Holy Things. Nothing 
is better than his Otherworldly Joy. So Jesus must be 
mystified whenever we don’t show up at Church in 
person. After all, nothing is worse for us than wandering 
through life without his Gifts. It doesn’t matter if the 
last few years have been strange or obstructive. It’s time. 
Let’s come Home. Let’s come back—bodily, ritually, 
locatedly, orbitally, communally—so that we have Life  
to enjoy now and forever.

High School Catechumenate
• Place: Room LL004
• Time: 10:00 a.m.
• Commitment: 45 minutes
• Contact: Pastor Nelson mnelson@stjohnwheaton.org

Through the end of the school year, the High School 
Catechumenate will be studying YOU: Life, Love and the 
Theology of the Body. This course will consist of scripture, 
video, and discussion. Theology of the Body is a study 
of God, the purpose of our existence, and the call to love 
like God, as discovered and revealed through our bodies. 
Dive deeper into what it means for you to be you!

Confirmation
• Place: Room LL033
• Time: 10:00 a.m.
• Commitment: 45 minutes
• Contact: Vicar Aaron Coggins  

acoggins@stjohnwheaton.org

Confirmation at St. John is a three year process 
beginning in sixth grade. This year we’ll be diving 
into the Bible. Beginning with Genesis we will study 
the Who, What, Where and Why of God’s Word and 



page 20  |  May 14, 2023 www.stjohnwheaton.org • 630-668-0701

 THURSDAYS

Men’s Bible Study—Wisdom and the Cross  
in 1 Corinthians
• Place: Room 206
• Time: 6:30–7:15 a.m.
• Commitment: 45 minutes
• Contact: Vicar Aaron Coggins  

acoggins@stjohnwheaton.org

Paul had problems with the church he planted in Corinth. 
As soon as the apostle left the city, the Corinthian 
Christians lost sight of what he’d preached to them.  
But their division and confusion had an answer: wisdom 
shaped by Jesus’ cross. Men are invited to join us as we 
explore 1 Corinthians to find that wisdom for today.

 FRIDAYS

Women’s Bible Study—The Beatitudes: 
Learning a Holy Life
• Place: The Study/Room 201
• Time: 9:30 a.m.
• Commitment: 1 hour—childcare provided
• Contact: Church office 630-668-0701 x413

An examination of second-century Christian writers 
shows us that it was clear that meditation on the life 
and teachings of Jesus was a major preoccupation of the 
piety and doctrine of the young Church. 
 Clement of Rome ended a letter with these words: 
“You see, beloved, what the example is that has been 
given us.” The Beatitudes of Jesus begin the Sermon on 
the Mount. Jesus teaches us about Himself and all who 
rest in His baptismal waters. Join us as we think about 
the deeper meaning of the Beatitudes and a holy life.

EMBODYING
Don’t miss out on the last EPAD for the year! 
Sunday, May 14

• Place: Sanctuary, Gym & Rooms 204/206
• Time: 4:00–6:00 p.m.
• Commitment: 2 hours
• Contact: Pastor Nelson mnelson@stjohnwheaton.org

Evening Prayer and Dinner (EPAD) is a time of prayer, 
discussion, fellowship, and food for middle and high 
school students. Evening Prayer will be a contemplative 
time for prayer and learning with candles, songs, and 
music, followed by small group conversations, games 
and dinner. Invite your friends to EPAD!

LWML Meeting • Tuesday, May 16

• Place: The Chapel
• Time: 9:30 a.m.
• Commitment: 90 minutes
• Contact: Marilyn Hess 630-414-0845  

or marilynhess@yahoo.com

All ladies of the congregation are invited to attend the 
annual LWML Prayer Service. It will be followed by a 
brief business meeting, Mites collection, and planning 
session for next year. Afterward we will go out for lunch 
at a local restaurant. Join us for prayer and fellowship.

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
(LWML) • May featured Mission Grant: Voice of Care

• Place: Narthex offering boxes
• Time: before/after worship services 
• Commitment: a few minutes
• Contact: Marilyn Hess 630-414-0845

NEW!  Voice of Care, an LCMS Recognized Service 
Organization received a $10,000 grant from LWML 
NID to provide a high-level Respite and Companion 
Care Training program for church workers and lay 
volunteers. Families and individuals within the church 
and community at large will benefit. This Christ-
centered, faith-based training includes resources 
and ongoing coaching from Voice of Care to build a 
sustainable corps of trained, certified volunteer respite 
care companions poised to serve our district. Your 
donations are appreciated. Use the purple LWML 
offering envelope included in your quarterly mailing or 
designate Mites on an envelope from the pew rack.

To announce a St. John event in LifeTogether, 
please submit details to Sandy Crowe,  
scrowe@stjohnwheaton.org. Provide the place, time, 
commitment and contact information along with a brief 
description of 100 words or fewer. The deadline for  
each week’s issue of LifeTogether is Wednesday noon. 
Kindly provide two weeks lead time when requesting 
graphics for the weekly email news and slideshows in 
The Commons. Events outside of St. John are included 
at the discretion of the pastors.
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Women’s Book Club • Thursday, May 18

• Place: The Commons
• Time: 7:00 p.m.
• Commitment: 1–2 hours, plus reading time
• Contact: Gretchen Scheel gscheel@stjohnwheaton.org

Ladies, join us the third Thursday 
of each month for an evening of 
fellowship and book discussion. 
We welcome guest author Tessa 
Afshar to our May meeting to 
discuss The Hidden Prince, “the 
thrilling tale of a woman who 
feels she has no future but soon 
discovers the fate of nations may 
rest in her hands.” Coming up:
•  Tuesday, June 13 (rescheduled):  

Switchboard Soldiers by Jennifer Chiaverini
•  July 20: The Prize Winner of Defiance, Ohio by  

Terry Ryan
•  August 17: Once Upon a Town: The Miracle of the North 

Platte Canteen by Bob Greene

Morning Eucharist and Breakfast Club 
Friday, May 19

• Place: Chapel and The Commons
• Time: 7:40 a.m. and following
• Commitment: 20+ minutes
• Contact: Gretchen Scheel 630-668-0701 x403  

gscheel@stjohnwheaton.org

NEW!  All are invited to Morning Eucharist followed by a 
light breakfast in The Commons. Please come to enjoy 
the Lord’s Supper and His Word and stay for the second 
most important meal of the day and a chance to visit with 
friends. Gluten free options are available. Breakfast Club 
meets on the third Friday of the month during the school 
year. Join us one last time before the summer break!

Open Gym Nights/Pick-up Basketball 
Sunday, May 21

• Place: St. John Gym
• Time: 6:00–8:00 p.m.
• Commitment: up to 2 hours
• Contact: Pastor Nelson mnelson@stjohnwheaton.org

NEW!  The Gym will be open on the first and third Sundays 
of each month for anyone in high school and older who 
would like to get together and play basketball.

Confirmation End-of-year Bonfire 
Sunday, May 21

• Place: St. John Patio
• Time: 6:00–8:00 p.m.
• Commitment: 2 hours
• Contact: Vicar Coggins acoggins@stjohnwheaton.org

Help us celebrate the end of the year with a bonfire 
evening! We’ll have hot dogs to roast plus various other 
picnic foods. We’ll also have s’mores for dessert. There 
will be activities on the patio and across the street at 
Franklin Field. We’ll conclude with a prayer service. 
This is an evening you don’t want to miss! Bring a 
friend to join the fun!

Confirmation Chicago River Canoeing  
& Kayaking • Saturday, June 3

• Place: Chicago River Canoe & Kayak, Chicago, IL
• Time: 8:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. (meet at/return to St. John)
• Commitment: 6 hours, $20
• Contact: Pastor Nelson mnelson@stjohnwheaton.org

Leave behind the bustle of Wheaton and get up close 
and personal with the beautiful 
Chicago River. We’ll stop to enjoy the 
beauty, take some great photos, and 
enjoy lunch before returning. Scan the 
code to register and pay.

High School Fox River Canoeing & Kayaking 
Sunday, June 4

• Place: Howling Wolfe Canoe & Kayak, Aurora, IL
• Time: 12:45–4:30 p.m. (meet at/return to St. John)
• Commitment: 4+ hours, $30
• Contact: Pastor Nelson mnelson@stjohnwheaton.org

Curious about canoeing and kayaking? Experience 
the Fox River from a new vantage point this summer 
with Howling Wolfe Canoe & Kayak! They offer kayak 
and canoe rentals, lessons, and guided tours about the 
ecology of the Fox River in Aurora. Tours begin at the 
Aurora Athletic Club, where participants are shuttled to 
the North Aurora Island Park launch site. Guides will 
give instruction and equipment for 
the Fox River experience. Ice cream 
before heading home! Scan the code 
to register and pay.

Tessa Afshar will 
join us on May 18.
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Zion Naperville Summer Book Club 
Sundays, June 4, July 30 and August 27

• Place: Zion Lutheran Church 
11007 S. Book Rd., Naperville, IL

• Time: 7:00 p.m.
• Commitment: 3 evenings plus reading time
• Contact/RSVP: Rev. Mark Birkholz 630-904-1124  

or pastor@zionnaperville.org

NEW!  Zion Lutheran Church in Naperville invites you to 
join in reading Wonderfully Made: A Protestant Theology of 
the Body by Dr. John Kleinig. Books can be ordered from 
Amazon or purchased from Zion for $25. For the first 
session, Dr. Kleinig will join the group by video from 
Australia. You’re welcome to come for a potluck dinner 
at 6:00 p.m., with the study starting at 7:00 p.m. 
 • June 4—Chapter 1
 • July 30—Chapters 2, 3, and 4
 • August 27—Chapters 5, 6, and 7
Come for as many sessions as you are able. To RSVP, 
contact Rev. Birkholz.

Scan to register for  
Camp Arcadia Teen Retreats 
June 11–17 or June 18–25

The Governing Board has set  
the following date for a regular 
Voters Meeting (By-laws Article 4.1):

Sunday, May 21, 2023 
9:45–10:45 a.m. in The Study/Room 201

On the agenda: 
1. Election of Officers and Department Heads 
2.  A call for Álvaro Witt Duarte to serve as part-time 

Associate Pastor

All active, confirmed members of St. John should plan 
to attend this meeting.

The Nominating Committee, in consultation with the 
Governing Board, Elders, and Pastors, offers these 
candidates for the 2023-24 election.  (By-laws Article 6.1-4):

 • Secretary—Jodie Chester
 • Treasurer—Diego Ferrer
 • Day School—Tiffany Brackmann
 • Adult Discipleship and Fellowship— 
  Katherine Engel, incumbent  
 • Trustees and Administration—Anna Piro

Dear Members of St. John:
 
At our 2nd General Voters Meeting for 2022-23 
on Sunday, May 21 at 9:45 a.m., the Pastoral Call 
Committee will propose that seminarian Álvaro Witt 
Duarte be called to St. John as a part-time Associate 
Pastor.
 Our path to this recommendation—which has been 
refined and described over the past few weeks in 
meetings of the Governing Board, Elders, Staff, JOY 
Group, and Sunday Morning Bible Study—developed 
because there is a shortage of vicars.
 Consequently, St. John has withdrawn from the 
Vicarage program.
 However, calling Álvaro, who is presently pursuing 
a PhD in History at Concordia Seminary St. Louis, 
continues our tradition of supporting students for 
the Holy Ministry while also providing St. John with 
additional pastoral staff.
 Álvaro is getting married in July. If called, he would 
move to Wheaton in August, live in the Blue House with 
Mylena, his lovely new Brazilian wife, and serve us as a 
part-time Associate Pastor, while aiming to complete his 
doctorate over the next four years.
 Please note that this proposal is entirely separate from 
the Pastoral Call Committee’s ongoing work to secure a 
new, full-time Associate Pastor.  
 Rather, it is our effort to maintain support for the 
broader Church by swapping one sort of ministerial 
student for another—Vicar for PhD Candidate (albeit, an 
ordained PhD student)—even as St. John benefits from 
Álvaro’s pastoral care.

Yours in Christ,

The Pastoral Call Committee 2023
 Pr. Scott A. Bruzek Brittany Holmen
 Pr. Marcus Nelson Katie Licht
 John Crowe Stephen Nyquist
 Carol Heidorn Matthew Strutzel
 Carol Hoelter Dennis Wendte
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Dear Members of St. John:
 
The Pastoral Call Committee received these nominations 
for Associate Pastor from members of St. John on or 
before the deadline of 23 April 2023:
 The Rev. Jason Braaten
 The Rev. David Buchs 
 The Rev. Andrew Hatesohl
 The Rev. Josemon Hoem 
 The Rev. Keith Richard
 The Rev. Cameron Schnarr
 The Rev. Paul Zeigler

To them, our District President, the Rev. Dr. Allan Buss, 
added these names for consideration:
 The Rev. Jake Bellinghausen 
 The Rev. Justin Mason 
 The Rev. Aaron Reseburg

The Call Committee will now begin deliberations and 
return a recommendation to our Congregation in good 
time.

Yours in Christ,

The Pastoral Call Committee 2023
 Pr. Scott A. Bruzek Brittany Holmen
 Pr. Marcus Nelson Katie Licht
 John Crowe Stephen Nyquist
 Carol Heidorn Matthew Strutzel
 Carol Hoelter Dennis Wendte

CALENDAR FOR 
THE WEEK

Sunday • May 14
 8:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist
 10:00 a.m.  Adult Bible Study (Room 201)
 10:00 a.m.  High School Catechumenate (LL004)
 10:00 a.m.  Confirmation (LL033)
 10:00 a.m.  Sunday School (Lower Level)
 11:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist
 12:15 p.m.  Elders Meeting (Room 202)
 4:00 p.m.  EPAD

Monday • May 15
   CLOSED
 8:40 a.m.  Preschool Chapel

Tuesday • May 16
 7:40 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
 9:30 a.m.  LWML Prayer Service (Chapel)
 6:45 p.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal (Balcony)

Wednesday • May 17
 7:40 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
 9:00 a.m.  JOY Group Bible Study (Room 201)
 4:00 p.m.  Pastor Chats (Gym)
 7:00 p.m.  Kantorei Rehearsal (Balcony)

Thursday • May 18 Ascension Day
 6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study (Room 206)
 7:40 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
 8:00 a.m.  Garden Club
 7:00 p.m.  Women’s Book Club (The Commons)

Friday • May 19
 7:40 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel) 
  Breakfast Club following (The Commons)
 9:30 a.m.  Women’s Bible Study (Room 201)

Sunday • May 21
 8:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist
 9:45 a.m.  Voters Meeting (The Study/Room 201)
 10:00 a.m.  Confirmation (LL033)
 10:00 a.m.  Sunday School (Lower Level)
 11:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist
 12:15 p.m.  Governing Board (Room 201)
 6:00 p.m.  Confirmation Bonfire (Patio)
 6:00 p.m.  Open Gym/Pickup Basketball

You can prepare for next Sunday’s worship by reading:
 Acts 1:12-26
 1 Peter 4:12-19, 5:6-11
 John 17:1-11

How do I submit a prayer request?
You can either complete the form on the church website, 

www.stjohnwheaton.org/prayer-request  
or call the office at 630-668-0701 x413. 

Prayer requests received by Wednesday at noon are 
printed in the worship folder. Prayers for Comfort, 
health and recovery are printed and/or spoken for two 
consecutive weeks and are then listed as ongoing prayers 
for an additional two weeks. Please resubmit your 
request to keep a name on the list for more than four 
weeks. Thank you for sharing and tending your prayer 
concerns.
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Restrooms
Restrooms are located in the back of The Commons. 

Pew Pouches
Each Sunday your child may pick up a pew pouch from the top 
baskets located in the Narthex. Please note each pew pouch design 
holds a different title book and copies of the Children’s Worship 
Bulletin designed especially for school-age children. Return the 
pouch and its contents to the bottom baskets in the Narthex at the 
end of the service. This way the pouches will be clean and ready 
for the next Sunday’s services. Please be aware the pew pouches 
are not age appropriate for children younger than age 3.

Nursery
We have an attended nursery for children birth through age 3 
on Sundays during the 10:00 a.m. education hour. “The Ark” is 
located off The Commons. 

Please see a Pastor for Assistance  
with the Following:

•  Large print versions of today’s bulletin are available in the 
Narthex. Braille editions of Lutheran Service Book are available 
upon request.  

•  Hearing assistance devices for use during worship are 
available in the Narthex. 

• Wheelchairs are available in the Lounge. 

Worship Broadcast
Every Divine Service is broadcast live on the Internet. The 
broadcast can be found at www.stjohnwheaton.org/streaming 
and on the St. John homepage. 

Worship ANEW—a Program for Shut-Ins
A 30-minute Lutheran worship service is televised weekly  
on Sunday at 8:00 a.m. on Chicago’s CW station WPWR 
channel 50 (Comcast 184) and at 10:30 a.m. on TCT (DirecTV 
channel 377). A complete list of viewing options is available at  
WorshipAnew.org.

410 N. Cross St. • Wheaton, IL 60187 
630-668-0701 • 630-682-1504 fax

The Reverend Scott Bruzek 
 Senior Pastor ................................. x421
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John Crowe 
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The Reverend Nathan LeMahieu 
 Organist ........................................ x429

Gretchen Scheel 
 Preschool/Sunday School .............. x403

Peter Sovitzky 
 Cantor ........................................... x429

www.stjohnwheaton.org

Publications  
in The Commons

Portals of Prayer 
April–June 2023


