
 

St. Matthews Fire Protection District 
 

1963 — 1965 
 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper 
articles, pictures, etc. of the St. Matthews Fire Protection District.  They have been 
collected and arranged in chronological order.  These items were collected, 
organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring. Last revised in 
2023. 
 
There were many people who helped with this project over the years, however 3 
deserver special mention.  Rick Albers, John M. Monohan, Jr. and Jack Monohan. 
 
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the 
reader should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  
This also applies to other items such as documents, letters, etc.  Credit to the source 
of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that 
many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this 
information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them 
would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-Journal, The 
Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the 
information for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission 
from the source.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1963 
 

The department worked out a back-up system with the City of Louisville. 
 

January 3, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 

 
January 10, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 14, 1963, Lyndon Fire department Board 
Minutes: 



1963 
 

January 10, 1963, 
Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 17, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 

 



1963 
 

January 17, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 

 



1963 
 

January 16, 1963, Roster    
 



1963 
 

January 17, 1963, We responded with LFD to Mockingbird Valley Road & Overbrook—:     



1963 
 

January 22, 1963:    NOTICE TO ALL OFFICERS AND FIREMEN 
 
Listed below are the assignments for the year 1963 and the names of the officers responsible: 
 
KEEPING THE APPARATUS CLEAN AND IN READINESS AT ALL TIMES: 
 

Quint   S5 –Captain Herdt & Lieutenant Zehnder 
Quad   S4 –Captain Florence & Lieutenant Andriot 
Engine 1  S1 –Captain Walling & Lieutenant Haeberlin 
Engine 2 S2 –Captain Sullivan & Lieutenant Babcock 

 
TRAINING SUBJECTS ALL PHASES – TIME 
 
Pumps, Pumper Operation, Driving, All: 

Captain, Herdt & Lieutenant Zehnder – First Tuesday of each month. 
 
Rescue, Scott Air Packs, Resuscitator, Porto Power: 
 Captain Florence & Lieutenant Andriot – Second Tuesday of each month. 
 
Ladders: 
 Captain Walling & Lieutenant Haeberlin – Third Tuesday of each month. 
 
Hose: 



1963 
 

January 22, 1963:   R. E. Kaster  



 1963 
 

January 22, 1963:   R. E. Kaster  



1963 
 

January 22, 1963:   R. E. Kaster  



1963 

 
January 24, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 31, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
 

 

 

Future STMFD fire-



1963 
 
February 5, 1963, Letter:   



1963 
 

February 5, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

 

February 14, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
Politics as usual——- 



1963 
 

February 11, 1963, Lyndon Fire Department Board Minutes: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
February 14, 1963, Board meeting:   



1963 
February 17,  1963:  Smither’s Market on Lexington Road burned causing $150,000.00 damage at 
2:13 a.m..  Smoke damage to Taylor Drugs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 21, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 



1963 
February 18, 1963, The Courier-Journal:  
     
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1963 
February 18, 1963, The Courier-Journal:       
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1963 
 

February 26, 1963, Letter:              Captain V. A. Beam Dies 



1963 
 

February 27, 1963, The Courier-Journal:     



1963 
 

February 27, 1963, The Courier-Journal:     



1963 
 

February 28, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



1963 
 

February 28, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
 

 
 
 

March 11, 1963, Lyndon Fire Department Board Minutes:   

 
 

 

 



1963 
 

March 7, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                     March 14, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 

 

 



1963 
 

March 14, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Present firefighter and future Assistant Chief & Board of 
Trustee member 



1963 
March 14, 1963, Board meeting:   



1963 
March 16, 1963, The Courier-Journal 



1963 
 

March 28, 1963, The Voice Of  St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
April 4, 1963, The Voice Of  S 
t. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 8, 1963:  Backed up Lyndon on a house fire in the 8000 block of Shelbyville Road.  It did 
$9,000.00 in damage. 
 

April 8, 1963, Lyndon Fire Department Board Minutes: 



1963 
 

April 11, 1962, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wife of former 
STMFD firefighter: 

 



1963 
 

April 9, 1963, The Courier-Journal                                April 11, 1962, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1963 
 

April 11, 1963, Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 17, 1963:  Board member Joseph Zehnder dies.  
 
 
 
 
 



1963 
 

April 18, 1963, The Courier-Journal:      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1963 
 

April 18, 1962, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



1963 
 
April 23, 1962, Letter: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1963 
 

April 24, 1963, The Courier-Journal, courtesy John Bailey: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 24, 1963, The Courier-Journal:  
  



1963 
 

April 25, 1963,  The Voice Of St. Matthews:           

June 20, 1963 



1963 
April 25, 1963,  The Voice Of St. Matthews:                  April 30, 1963, Letter:   
 

May 3, 1963, Letter:   

 

 



1963 
 

May 2, 1963,  The Voice Of St. Matthews:         May 9, 1963, Board meeting:   

Note from Al Ring—To my 
knowledge this was never 
done.   

Note from Al Ring—This is to 
be the future S3.   A Seagrave 
Pumper 

 



1963 
 
May 11, 1963, Resolution by the Board:   
 



1963 
 

May 9, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
 

 



1963 
 

May 9, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
 

 

Former STMFD firefighter: 



1963 
 

May 16, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
 

 

Future STMFD firefighter. 



1963 
 
May 16, 1963, Letter:       May 26, 1963, The Courier-Journal 
 



1963 
May 31, 1963:  June 1, 1962 to May 31, 1963 
 Balance on hand   $    3,93.83 
 Receipts 
 Subscriptions     18,863.10 
 Jefferson County       1,350.00 
 Sale Bond       9.135.00 
 Miss.             00.00 
     $29,348.10  $32,541.93 
 
 Disbursements 

Building        4,653.75 
Equipment       9,367,19 
Other       14,442.98 
                   $28,463.98 Balance    $4,078.01 

 
May 31,  1963:   



1963 
 

June 5, 1963, Let-
ter:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 13, 1963, 
The Voice Of St. Matthews:  

 

Most important expansion in St. Matthews for the 
police and firefighters!!!!!               Brother of future         
           firefighter Rick Albers 



1963 
 

June 13, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 13, 1963, Board meeting:   



1963 
 
June 12, 1963, Letter:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1963 
 
June 20, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                  June 27, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
July 3, 1963, Letter: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 5, 1963:  Friday, an arson fire occurred on the reporting shack at the Babe Ruth ball field at 
the St. Matthews Community Center.  $500 to $1,000 damage.  1:15 a.m. 
 



1963 
 

July 10, 1963, Annual Board meeting: 



1963 
 
July 10, 1963, Statement: 



1963 
 

July 11, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 



1963 
 
July 18, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

A. E. “Bill” Andriot, E. 
Klapheke, G. Liebert are 
members of STMFD. 



1963 
 
July 25, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daughter of  
Firefighter 
 Phil Schneider 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 1, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 



1963 
July 28, 1963, The Courier-Journal:    July 29, 1963, The Courier-Journal:     
 

 



1963 
July 29, 1963, The Courier-Journal:     
 
 



1963 

August 1, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 8, 1963, The Voice Of St. Mat-
thews: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   See next page 



1963 
 

August 8, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left to right:  Walling, Kamer, Von Allmen, Engnehl, Cardwell, Schneider, Iwan 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    



1963 
 

August 8, 1963, Board 
meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 8, 1963, Letter:   



1963 
 

August 9, 1963, Roster:   

 
 



1963 
 

August 13, 1963, The Courier-Journal:    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1963 

August 15, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews:  
 
 
August 12, 1963:  3:49 a.m.  Nurse dies in home 
burning.  The Whole roof was involved when the 
fire department got there.  Fire gutted the upstairs 
bedroom and did severe damage to the down stairs 
from smoke and water.  She was Mrs. Mary Edna 
Smith, 35 years old.  She was found pajama clad, 
on the floor near the stairway with 40% burns on 
her body.  Her mother and brother were out of 
town.  She worked night shift as a nurse at Ken-
tucky Baptist Hospital.  Additions article in De-
cember 1963. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1963 
 
August 29, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See next page 

 



1963 
 

August 29, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1963 
 

September 5, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Richard Wheeler former 
president, Eugene Klap-
heke, Jr., Marty Kamer, A. 
J. “Bud” Eline, J. P. Terry 
all STMFD past or present 
members. 



1963 
 

September 12, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1963 
 

September 12, 1963, Board meeting: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1963 
 

September 16, 1963, The Courier-Journal 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1963 
 

September 15, 1963:  Had our second annual Water Ball contest. 
 

September 19, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

 

 
 



1963 
 

September 19, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

September 26, 1963, The Voice Of 
St. Matthews: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



1963 
 

September 22, 1963, The Courier-Journal:       
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



1963 
 

September 22, 1963, The Courier-Journal:       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



1963 
 

September 30, 1963, The Courier-Journal: 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rest of article missing 



1963 
September 30, 1963, The Courier-Journal: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 3, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



1963 
 

October 3, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1963 
 
October 10, 1963, Letter:    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
October 10, 1963, Letter:       October 3, 1963, The Courier-Journal:    



1963 
 

October 10, 1963, Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1963 
 

October 24, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A little warbling wont do any harm these St. Matthews and 
Lyndon firemen figure in preparation for an appreciation party 
scheduled for their departments Monday night at Zachary Tay-
lor, American Legion Post 180 by Ray Marrilla, in barbershop 
quartet fashion, the singers are (from left) Howard Martin, Buz 
Pierce, both of Lyndon; Walter Jones and Gene Klapheke, both 
of St. Matthews.  The party is to be given in appreciation of 
their work for the Crusade for Children. 
 
(Note:  Walter Jones was also from Lyndon.) 
 



1963 
 

October 31, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 6 & 8, 1963, Letters: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1963 
 

November 2, 1963.The Courier-Journal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1963 
 

November 7, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews:  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

STMFD responded 



1963 
 

November 7, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                  November 14, 1963, The Voice Of St. Mat-
thews:  

 
 
November 9, 1963, The Cou-
rier-Journal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



1963 
 

November 14, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                                  2010, Google 

 
 
 
November 14, 1963, Letter: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1963 
 

November 14, 1963, Board meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1963 
 

November 21, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews:       November 21, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
November 23, 1963,  
The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 5, 1963, Letter:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fire runs made 
 

St. Matthews Volunteer Firemen made six 
runs last week.  These were:  Nov. 14, 
5:55 a.m. malicious false; Nov. 14, 10:34 
a.m, 424 Darbrook, overheated furnace; 
Nov. 15, 2:23 p.m., 3713 Lexington Rd., 
grease on grill; Nov. 15, 6:13 p.m., 415 
Rolling Ln., stove; Nov. 16. 16, 1:03 a.m. 
500 Block Cornell, leaves; and Nov. 16, 
3:31 p.m., 607 Indian Ridge, weeds. 



1963 
 

December 5, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews:          December 12, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1963 
 

December 12, 1963, Board meeting:    December 12, 1963, Letter: 
 

 

December 23, 1963, Roster: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1963 
 

December 19, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1963 
 

December 26, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



1963 
 

December 26, 1963, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

STMFD firefighters daughter. 

Edited from article. 



1963 
 

STMFD Fire Run Reports 1963: 
 

 



1963 
 

Fire Statistics For 1963 
 
 

Total number of fire runs:  234 
Total working fires:  9 
Total hours of fire fighting: 72 
Total 1 1/2" hose used:  2,850 feet 
Total 2 1/2" hose used:  6,200 feet 
Back up City of Louisville: 4 
Number of A. M. runs:  69 
Number of P. M. runs:  165 
 
 
Number of runs made by fire apparatus:   Types of fire runs: 
 
S1:   132     House   78 
S2:   91     Commercial  27 
S4:   163     Automobile  46 
S5:   43     Field & trash  51 
         Miscellaneous 13 
         Malicious false 19 
 
 

Working fires: 
 

1/16/1963 10:50 a.m. House, 516 Harris Place, Lyndon assisted STMFD 
2/17/1963 2:16 a.m. Smithers Food Market, 3741 Lexington Road 
3/13/1963 5:12 a.m. House, 402 Norbourne Blvd. 
8/9/1963 4:12 p.m. House, 77 Westwind Road, Lyndon assisted STMFD 
8/12/1963 3:49 a.m. House, 3901 Brownlee Road, Mrs. Mary E. Smith died in the fire 
10/5/1963 7:21 p.m. Bowling Alley, 4661 Shelbyville Road, refinishing room 
10/31/1963 12:58 p.m. House fire, 711 Macon Avenue 
11/3/1963 3:33 p.m. Barn at Masonic Home 
  
 
9/24/1963 1:45 p.m. Car accident, River Road near Cox’s Park, 5 dead 
9/24/1963   Car accident, Watterson X-Way near Brownsboro Road, 1 dead 

 
 
 
 
 
 



1963 
Courtesy Rick Albers 



1963 
Courtesy Rick Albers 



1963 
Courtesy Rick Albers 



1963 
Courtesy Rick Albers 



1963 
Courtesy Rick Albers 



1963 
Courtesy Rick Albers 



1963 
Courtesy Rick Albers 



1963 
Courtesy Rick Albers 



1963 
STMFD Fire Run Charts by Al Ring  Total runs  234 Working fires 8 



1963 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1963 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1963 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1963 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1963 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1963 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1963 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1963 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1963 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1963 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1963 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1963 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1963 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1963 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1963 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1963 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1963 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1963 

Board Of Directors 
F. C. Boss 
M. A. Kamer 
G. Miller 
H. A Monohan 
J. M. Monohan, Jr. 
J. P. Terry 
W. L. Wilson 
Joe Zehnder 
 
 
 
 
 

Officers 
Chief J. M. Monohan, Jr. 
Assistant Chief M. A. Kamer 
Captain F. R. Florence 
Captain W. R. Herdt 
Captain D. J. Sullivan 
Captain R. C. Walling 
Lieutenant A. E. Andriot, .Jr. 
Lieutenant H. K. Babcock 
Lieutenant A. R. Haeberlin 
Lieutenant Gene Klapheke, Jr. 

Firefighters 
W. C. Ballard, Jr. 
C. C. Barrett 
R. C. Brenzel 
R. K. Brown 
C. T. Cardwell 
J. T. DeHart 
P. G. Dillman 
D. L. Engnehl 
W. N. Fletcher, Jr. 
E. C. Foley 
F. C. Ford 
G. C. Haeberlin 
P. A. Iwan 
D. Jewell 
J. V. Kaster 
R. E. Kaster 
H. C. Kuhn, Jr. 
G. F. Liebert 
A. McNally 
 
 
 

1963 
 

W. F. Mercke 
W. T. Micou, Jr. 
W. T. Miller 
J. M. Monohan III 
B. Munz 
D. L. Ross 
J. B. Ross 
M. J. Rueff 
P. L. Schneider 
R. H. Schultze 
Ed Scherzer 
D. Smith 
R. J. Sutton 
J. P. Terry 
O. C. Von Allmen 
S. E. Wayne 
G. R. Westwood 
M. R. Zehnder 



1964 
117 St. Matthews Avenue, Fire House and Apparatus 

 

 
 

 

Firefighters, Inc. helped set up the “County Alarm” alarm system. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1964 
January 7, 1964, Letter: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1964 
January 9, 1964, Board meting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1964 
January 9, 1964,  The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Future STMFD firefighter. 



1964 
January 9, 1964,  The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1964 
January 11, 1964,  Unknown: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 16, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



1964 
January 30, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:              February 6, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1964 
February 1, 1964:  Letter to Editor, The Voice of St. Matthews:    Dear Sir: 
 

On January 11, 1964 at approximately 2:30 p. m., The Embassy Supper Club was struck by a fire which originated in 
the kitchen. 
 

During the three months previous to this fire, extensive remodeling and refurbishing of this establishment was in pro-
gress.  Needless to say, much thought, capital and hard work went into this project in anticipation of giving the people 
of St. Matthews and the Greater Louisville area the finest Supper club available. 
 

All these hopes faded as smoke commenced to pour from the eaves of the building.  As I waited anxiously for the fire 
department, I visualized the whole building as a crumpling stack of charred wood and ashes.  I had no hope that the 
dining room and cocktail lounge could fare any better than the kitchen which I felt certain would be destroyed. 
 

However, my feelings changed and my heart felt lighter upon the arrival of the St. Matthews and Lyndon Volunteer 
Fire Fighters.  The speed, efficiency and care which was extended in combating the fire was more than one could ex-
pect.  It was as if these boys were attempting to extinguish a fire in their own home.  Tarpaulins were laid to protect 
our carpet; ladders were quickly raised and holes were opened in the louvers to relieve the building from smoke dam-
age; hoses were carefully handled to avoid water damage.  These boys truly knew their business. 
 

As a result of their efficient and courageous work, the beautiful dining room and cocktail lounge were spared from 
serious damage.  
 

The St. Matthews Fire Department, together with the Lyndon Fire Department should be more than commended for 
their wonderful work.  We thank them both and we congratulate them for doing their job in a first class manner. 
 

The Embassy Supper Club, Inc., S. J. Pedro, Vice-President 

 
 
Courtesy https://historiclouisville.weebly.com/east--some-
suburbs.html#PhotoSwipe1536980957473 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1964 
Courtesy of Bluegrass-St. Matthews Historical Society:               January, 1964 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1964 
February 13, 1964, Board meeting & letter:   

 
Courtesy https://
historiclouis-
ville.weebly.com/
east--some-
sub-



1964 
February 13, 1964,  The Voice Of St. Matthews:       February 20, 1964,  The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 23, 1964, Unknown: 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1964 
February 27, 1964,  The Voice Of St. Matthews:                
 
 

 



1964 
 

Some time in the early part of 1964 S-3 a new Seagrave Pumper, 1200 GPM was delivered. 
 



1964 
 

Some time in the early part of 1964 S-3 a new Seagrave Pumper, 1200 GPM was delivered. 
 



1964 
 

March 5, 1964,  The Voice Of St. Matthews:                



1964 
 

March 12, 1964, Board meeting & letter:   



1964 
 

March 12, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
The department made 7 “house fire” runs that day, none serious. 



1964 
March 12, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

 



1964 
March 19, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

March 19, 1964 
Future firefighter 

Courtesy, http://www.thorpeinteriors.net/          2010 



1964 
March 26, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:               April 2, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 



1964 
April 9, 1964, Board meeting & letter:  

April 10, 1964, The Courier-Journal:   



1964 
April 9, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

 

 



1964 
April 9, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 10, 1964:  Letter, to Mr. John M. Monohan, Chief, St. Matthews Volunteer Fire department:  
Dear Chief: 
 

FIRE PROTECTION – ST. MATTHEWS FIRE PROTECTION AREA 
 

This is to confirm your recent telephone conversation with our representative Mr. smith, concern-
ing the classifications of municipal fire protection facilities and possible reduction in the fire insur-
ance rates. 
 
In grading the municipal fire protection, we used the “Standard Schedule for Grading Cities and 
Towns with Reference to their Fire Defenses and Physical Conditions” which Schedule is recom-
mended by the National Board of Fire Underwriters.  The Schedule provides a method of evaluat-
ing fire protection facilities and conflagration hazards, and is applied by assigning deficiency 
points for each deviation from the Standards.  The total number of deficiency points assigned de-
termines the classification of the City.  The maximum number of points that can be assigned is 
5,000 and since there are 500 points for each class, it is possible for a municipality to be placed in 
any of ten classes.  As examples, a city with 1,350 points is third class, and one with 3,250 points is 
seventh class.  The 5,000 deficiency points are allocated among the seven features considered in the 
schedule as follows: 
 Water Supply   1,700 points 
 Fire department  1,500 points 
 Fire alarm      550 points 
 Police Department       50 points 
 Fire Prevention     300 points 
 Building Department    200 points 
 Structural Conditions    700 points 
  Total    5,000 points 
 
The following are the approximate reductions on ordinary constructed mercantiles, which will re-
sult from a change of classification from seven to six, if conditions are exactly as they were when 
the buildings were last rated.  They do not include fire-resistive buildings, risks protected by auto-
matic sprinklers, or some industrial plants which are rated under special schedules.  Brick build-
ings 5.9%, brick contents 2.4%, frame buildings 3.5%, frame contents 2.2%.  As you know there 
are several different types of dwelling policies, and also there are many factors that must be con-
sidered in determining a dwelling policy premium.  It would be impractical for us to attempt to list 
all of the possible reductions in dwelling property from class seven to class six; however, we would 
estimate that the average reduction in one and two-family frame dwellings would be about 15% 
between these classes. 
 
We hope this give you the information desired, and if you have any further questions concerning 
these matters please let us know.     Mr. Smith. 



1964 
April 16, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                  April 23, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 



1964 
April, we think, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:    
                                 
1964: Voice of St. Matthews:  (Editor’s Note:  This is the first in a series of articles from St. Mat-
thews Volunteer fireman in which they present briefly one phase of their work hopeful that the 
community can gain a better insight of the business of firefighting.) 
 
Bravery vs. cowardice: The Perils for firefighting, forever a matter of men 
risking life or limb on a call, are magnified with each change of the season.  
The rigors of all seasons add their own dangers to an already hazardous pro-
fession. 
 
Many firemen adopt an outward fatalistic attitude most times.  But, like sol-
diers in battle, their inward feelings are more likely to be, hope that tragedy 
which is ever present will not happen to them. 
 
However, when faced with situations where life is at stake and which require 
the utmost risk, it is traditional that they do not hesitate but press on, plac-
ing their faith in Divine Providence that rescue can be achieved without fa-
tality to themselves ore others. 
 
Chief John M. Monohan, 3909 Elmwood Avenue.  He is plant superinten-
dent of Reynolds Metal Co.  He has been with the fire department 27 years. 
 
 
 
 
UNKNOWN DATE 1964:  Florence resigns fire, police posts:  Randy Flor-
ence has resigned from the St. Matthews Police force, where he served as a 
patrolman for the past three and one-half years, to accept a salesman’s job 
with a drug firm in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
 
He was also captain in the St. Matthews Volunteer department, where he 
began as a rookie 11 years ago.  He became a Lieutenant in the fie depart-
ment in 1956 and became captain in 1961. 
 
Florence’s activities with the fire department touched off a controversy between then Police Chief 
William Tolliver and the city council, which led to Tolliver’s resignation about two years ago. 



1964 
April 23, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 



1964 
April 23, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                    April 30, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

 



1964 
May 7, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

 

Though most of the time STMFD was 
not mentioned in opening day parade 
articles for the Little League, STMFD 
from about mid 1950s until I don’t 
know when-— always provided fire ap-
paratus for the parades. 



1964 
May 14, 1964, Board meeting & letter. 

May 14, 1964, Report: 



1964 
May 14, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 



1964 
May 21, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 



1964 
May 21, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 



1964 
May 28, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 



1964 
June 4, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          June 11, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 

 

 

 



1964 
June 11, 1964, Board meeting & letter: 

June 17, 1964, Letter:              Resignation by Assistant Chief Marty Kamer 
 
Note:  This letter may not have turned in, but may have been a test run.  Marty was re-elected to 
the Board at the July meeting and then there is another resignation  letter 
 

 



1964 
June 18, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

June 22, 1964, Letter:               

1967 photo courtesy Al Ring 



1964 
June 25, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                STMFD responded. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 3, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:     
 



1964 
July 8, 1964, Annual Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 



1964 
July 8, 1964, Letter:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 13, 1964, Mary Kamer resignation letter from Assistant Chief and firefighter for one year.  
 



1964 
July 16, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:  



1964 
July 16, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:  

July 17, 1964, Letter: 



1964 
July 23, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:  
 

 
 
 

 



1964 
July 23, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          July 30, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:  



1964 
July 30, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                   August 13, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:  

Message from your Firemen 
(Editors note:  This is the ????? in a series of 
articles from St. Matthews Volunteer Firemen, 
in which they present briefly one phase of their 
work hopeful hat the community can gain a 
better insight of the business of fire fighting.) 
 
11,800 deaths in 1963                   This article is 
just not readable, I have included the words I 
can read. 
 
Fires killed 11,800 people and caused 
$1,780,000,000 in loses in the United States dur-
ing 1963, ????? 
 
This life lose of 11,800 during 1963 includes 
6,500 dwelling fires victims, of whose ????????.   
The property damage of $1,780,000,000 in-
cludes 81,480   
Paul Dillman, 127 Fairfax Ave., has been a fire-
men for six years. 

 



1964 
August 13, 1964, Board meeting:   



1964 
August 20, 1964, The Voice Of  St. Matthews:   

 

 



1964 
August  27, 1964, Probably the Courier-Journal:   The fire was August 24, 1964. 



1964 
August  27, 1964, Probably the Courier-Journal:   September 3, 1964, Probably the Courier-Journal:    

Future STMFD Firefighter 



1964 
 

September 3, 1964, Probably the Courier-Journal:    

 



1964 
 

September 10, 1964, Probably the Courier-Journal:    

Message from your fireman 
19th of a series 
 
By Jack Monohan and Rich Herdt 
 
Fire prevention and protection, includes every-
thing relating to the prevention, detection and 
extinguishing of fire.  It includes both the safe-
guarding of human life and the preservation of 
property. 
 
Rest of article is unreadable. 
 
Another one of your firemen — Capt. Robert 
(Bob) Walling, 122 Fairmeade Rd.  He has 
been a volunteer fireman seven years. 
 
 



1964 
 

September 10, 1964, Board meeting:   



1964 
 

September 17, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

 



1964 
 

September 24, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

Fire destroys two automobiles 
 
Separate fires of undetermined origin 
destroyed two automobiles in St. 
Matthews area last week. 
 
One car, a 1961 model owned by Jes-
se C. Brady, 3631 Warner Ave., 
burned in the garage at the family 
residence about 2:35 p.m. Wednes-
day, and fire caused an estimated 
$1,200 to $1,500 in damages to the 
garage. 
 
The other car, a 1957 model, which 
also was a total loss, was owned by J. 
A. Drummond, 4010 Brownlee Rd.  
Neighbors discovered the fire at 6:30 
a.m. in the car’s front seat.  The car 
was parked in the Drummond’s 
driveway. 
 
St. Matthews firemen answered both 
alarms. 



1964 
 

September 27, 1964, The Courier-Journal:    



1964 
 

October 1, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

 
 
 

 October 6, 1964, Letter: 



1964 
 

October 6, 1964, Letters: 



1964 

This was an extremely important day in the history of STMFD.  Alan 
Douglas Ring “Al” applied for membership 
 
 
October 6, 1964 I applied for membership in the St. Matthews Volunteer fire De-
partment.  This is the date used in the future for seniority. 
 
October 20, 1964 I became a member the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department.  
Bob Walling was my sponsor.  I joined the department in 1964 was active a 
firefighter until 1990.  He served in many capacities during this time form 
training officer, PIO, Lieutenant, Captain, Major and President of the 
Board of Directors.    From 2009 to Present am the Departments historian 
and archivist.   That’s about 52 years of service. 
 



1964 
 

October 7, 1964, Article probably in The Courier-Journal: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
October 7, 1964:  Strolling With Floyd Ed-
wards, More Than Just Fighting:  Firemen 
do a lot more than just fight fires.  Their 
heroic work collecting money for the Cru-
sade for Children is merely one instance. 
 
Many an emergency run is made outside 
the line of regular duty.  One last Sunday, 
with a respirator for a polio victim is an 
example.  Eleven firemen from two depart-
ments helped on that mercy mission. 
 
Billy Browne, 18 uses a respirator at his 
home (3525 Norbourne).  A part broke on 
the device and that precipitated a crisis. 
 
The family called the National Foundation, 
which summoned help from the Louisville 
Fire department.  Two in that force’s ser-
vice unit sped to St. Joseph Infirmary, ob-
tained another respirator, and headed for 
the suburb with it. 
 
Meantime, the Louisville firemen requested 
the St. Matthews Fire Department to send 
men to the Browne home and help handle 
the device.  Nine made the run from the St. 
Mathews force.  “WE do anything where 

October 8, 1964, Board meeting: 



1964 
 

October 8, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:           October 15, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1964 
 

October 20, 1964, Letter:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass, by Samuel W. Thomas, 1999, 1940 picture, 
The Heart of St. Matthews, Palmer Asbestos & Rubber Company along north side of Westport 
Road, west of St. Matthews Avenue, Beargrass-St. Matthews Historical Society. 



1964 
 

Google showing Palmer Property today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1964 
 

Courtesy, http://www.mirro-mastic.com/company.shtml 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1964 
 

October 22, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:           October 29, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 Fire Runs 
 
St. Matthews Volunteer Firemen 
made six runs this week.  Oct. 
21, 1:08 p.m., Breckenridge Lane 
and Willis, automobile, Oct. 22, 
8 a.m., 121 Blankenbaker 
Ln.,  ???? ????, Oct. 25, 10:13 
a.m., ??? Waterford, over heated 
furnace, Oct. 25, 12:46 p.m., ??? 
Biltmore, garage, Oct. 26, 8:52, 
a.m., 211 Ahland, television, Oct. 
26, 6:25 p.m., 226 Clover Ln, 
trash. 

 

STMFD responded on this accident, Lt. “Fireman” 
Bill Andriot officer in charge, released by LFD. 



1964 
 

October 28, 1964, The Courier-Journal: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1964 
October 29, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                   2 page advertisement. 

November 5, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                    
 

 
 
November 12, 1964, The Voice 

Of St. Matthews:         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



1964 
November 13, 1964, Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



1964 
November 19, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:  
 

 
 
 
 



1964 
November 26, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews:  

STMFD firefighter Al Ring wrecked his car at this 
intersection responding from his service station on the 
corner to a “working fire” at Palmer-Ball Asbestos 
one afternoon. 



1964 
November 27, 1964, The Courier-Journal:     



1964 
December 7, 1964, Letter:   



1964 
December 10, 1964, Board meeting:   



1964 
STMFD Fire Run Reports 1964: 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run Reports 1964: 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run Reports 1964: 



1964 
This letter was with the 1964 papers, but I can not find the dates: 



1964 
Fire Statistics March 11, 1954 to December 31, 1964 

 
 
Total number of fire runs:  1,700 
Total working fires:   93 
Total hours of fire fighting:  536 
Total 1 1/2" hose used:   27,800 feet 
Total 2 1/2" hose used:   66,600 feet 
Back up City of Louisville:  7 times 
Number of A. M. runs:  526 
Number of P. M. runs:   1,174 
 
Number of runs made by fire apparatus:   Types of fire runs: 
 
S1:   1,246     House   686 
S2:   596     Commercial  252 
S3:   36     Automobile  264 
S4:   940     Field & trash  412 
S5:   220     Miscellaneous  88 
Engine 3:  129     Malicious false   84 
 
 

Working fires: 
 

59  working house fires. 
25  working commercial fires. 
5  working field and trash fires. 
 
 

Fire Statistics For 1964 
 
Total number of fire runs:  287 
Total working fires:   9 
Total hours of fire fighting:  73 1/2 
Total 1 1/2" hose used:   1,900 feet 
Total 2 1/2" hose used:   4,450 feet 
Back up City of Louisville:  3 times 
Number of A. M. runs:   76 
Number of P. M. runs:   211 
 
Number of runs made by fire apparatus:   Types of fire runs: 
 
S1:   170     House   79 
S2:   58     Commercial  31 
S3:   36     Automobile  54 
S4:   193     Field & trash  84 
S5:   50     Miscellaneous  22 

     Malicious false  17 
 

Working fires: 
1/4/1964  3:30 a.m. 3920 Elmwood Avenue, house 
1/11/1964 2:15 p.m. Embassy Club, 4325 Shelbyville Rd., Lyndon helped. 
2/29/1964             1:33 p.m. House, 311 Breckenridge Lane, basement.  (Firefighter Barry Munz was 

overcome with smoke) 
4/8/1964 9:08 p.m. Trash and trailer, Shelbyville Road Plaza. 
5/2/1964 9:00 p.m. Garage, 3927 Gilman Road. 
5/16/1965 1:20 p.m. House, 3609 Brownsboro Road, living room.       (DOA, Carl Wesley Earl) 
7/16/1964 2:00 p.m. Barn, Wildwood Farm on Browns Lane. 
8/24/1964             8:25 a.m. 3816 Frankfort Avenue, Chisms Hardware, stock room in rear of store. Lou-

isville also responded 
11/1/1964 11:10 a.m. House, 323 Sherrin Avenue, kitchen. 
11/13/1964 1:33 p.m. Garage, 3924 Brookfield Road. 
 
 
 



1964 
STMFD Fire run charts by Al Ring  Total; runs  287      Working fires   8 



1964 
STMFD Fire run charts by Al Ring   



1964 
STMFD Fire run charts by Al Ring   



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 



1964 
 
 Board Of Directors 

F. C. Boss 
M. A. Kamer 
G. Miller 
H. A Monohan 
J. M. Monohan, Jr. 
J. P. Terry 
W. L. Wilson 
 
 
 
 
 

Officers 
Chief J. M. Monohan, Jr. 
Assistant Chief M. A. Kamer 
Captain A. R. Haeberlin 
Captain W. R. Herdt 
Captain D. J. Sullivan 
Captain R. C. Walling 
Lieutenant A. E. Andriot, Jr. 
Lieutenant H. K. Babcock 
Lieutenant G. C. Haeberlin 
Lieutenant Gene Klapheke, Jr. 

Firefighters 
W. C. Ballard, Jr. 
C. C. Barrett 
R. C. Brenzel 
R. K. Brown 
C. T. Cardwell 
H. L. Chreste 
D. L. Daniels 
J. T. DeHart 
P. G. Dillman 
D. L. Engnehl 
W. N. Fletcher, Jr. 
F. R. Florence 
E. C. Foley 
F. C. Ford 
G. L. Hudson 
P. A. Iwan 
J. L. Jackson 
D. Jewell 
J. V. Kaster 
R. E. Kaster 
H. C. Kuhn, Jr. 
G. F. Liebert 
A. McNally 
 

1964 
 

W. F. Mercke 
W. T. Micou, Jr. 
W. T. Miller 
D. L. Monohan 
J. M. Monohan III 
B. Munz 
W. T. Owens 
Al Ring 
D. L. Ross 
J. B. Ross 
P. L. Schneider 
R. H. Schultze 
Ed Scherzer 
D. Smith 
R. J. Sutton 
J. P. Terry 
T. J. Thornbury 
O. C. Von Allmen 
H. L. Wahlstrom 
S. E. Wayne 
M. R. Zehnder 



1965 
January 5, 1965:       MEETING OF ST. MATTHEWS FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
35 members present out of 46 active membership.  3 members came late. 
Election of Captain for a period of 2 years:  Bob Walling winning with 17, Andriot 6, Haeberlin 7, 
and Zehnder 5. 
Election of Captain for a period of two years:  Al Haeberlin winning with 14, Andriot 10, Zehnder 
6, Sullivan 5. 
Election of Captain for a period of one year:  Jack Monohan winning with 13, Andriot 9, Sullivan 
5, Zehnder 4 
Election of a Captain for a period of one year:  Bill Andriot winning with 15, Sullivan 9, Klapheke 
4, Zehnder 7, G. Haeberlin 0. 
Election of a Lieutenant for a period of two years:  Babcock 12, Sullivan 9, Klapheke 12, Ed Foley 
3.  Due to tie runoff was Babcock winning with 20, Klapheke 16. 
Election of a Lieutenant for a period of two years:  
Harry Babcock winning with 12, Sullivan 9, Klapheke 
12, Foley 3, second vote Babcock 20, Klapheke 18. 
Election of Lieutenant for a period of one year:  Gene 
Klapheke winning with 17, Sullivan 15, Kuhn 1 and 
G. Haeberlin 3. 
Election of Lieutenant for a period of one year:  Dan 
Sullivan winning with 23, G. Haeberlin 6, Foley 4 and 
Kuhn 3. 
Four members were to be elected to the Fireman’s 
Committee:  Nominated were Von Allmen 31, Iwan 
25, Kuhn 19, DeHart 13, Schultze 15, Wayne 11, G. 
Haeberlin 11 and Brenzel.  Von Allmen Chairman, 
Iwan , Kuhn and Schultz members. 
Election to Fireman’s’ Fund Committee:  Nominated 
Andriot 28, Foley 16, Munz 6, Miller 12, and Al 
Haeberlin 9.  Elected were Andriot and Foley. 
Election of a Chairman and an Assistant for the fund 
raising drive:  Nominated were Bailey Ross, Harvey 
Schultze, Paul Dillman, Denny Engnehl and Phil 
Iwan.  Bailey Ross chairman Harvey Schultze co-
chairman. 
It was decided to participate in the Crusade for Chil-
dren Drive by roll call vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 7, 1965, 
The Voice Of St. 

Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1965 
January 10, 1965, Letter:   
 

 
 
 
 
 
January 13, 1965, Letter:   



1965 
January 14, 1965, Board meeting: 



1965 
February 4, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
 
 
 



1965 
February 10, 1965, Letter:   

 
 



1965 
February 11, 1965, Board meeting:   



1965 
L. S. Grauman:  February 11, 1965 Mr. Grauman was added to the Board of Directors. Was a well 
known lawyer, county attorney and judge of the common pleas court.  He remained a member of 
the Board until his death in 1969. 



1965 
February 15, 1965, Letter:   



1965 
February 18, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   



1965 
February 25, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

 

St. Matthews unit – one of best – working toward lower fire rates.  Joe 
Smith, chief municipal engineer of the Kentucky Inspection Bureau, 
recently noted that the volunteer fire departments haven’t made suffi-
cient improvements to qualify for lower rates. 
 
While Smith particularly referred to rates as low as seventh class, 
both Trautwein and Fire Chief John Monohan pointed out that much 
of the area covered by the local fire department is already seventh 
class and they are working to lower the rates to sixth class. 
 
Smith, however, singled out only two specific departments in Buechel 
and Eastwood in noting deficiencies such as the lack of:  1:  Fire pre-
vention programs;  2:  Adoption of fire safety codes by the municipali-
ties; 3:  More equipment;  4:  Appliance programs, improved records 
and fire hydrants in some areas. 
 
Neither Trautwein or Monohan disagreed with Smith’s comments, 
but both noted the improvements are rapidly being made each year. 
As to the St. Matthews Fire Department, Mr. Trautwein thought it 
could improve its position by joining the central alarm system which 
he said would give it better communication with the other depart-
ments, among other features. 
 
But he added he believed that St. Matthews would join the system in 
time.  Chief Monohan, when told of the Smith report, said he had not 
seen it, but that his department has passed all inspections when given, 
but still his department was continuing to proceed toward improve-
ments. 
 
He said his department was concentrating on obtaining more fire hy-
drants along Shelbyville Road and on Watterson Expressway on the 
east to Cannons Lane of the West.  He also said he is trying to get 
small cities to adopt fire safety codes and fire prevention programs 



1965 
February 25, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
 

 
February 26, 1965, The Courier-Journal 



1965 
March 11, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews:  . 

 Note from Al Ring:  This was my first run with a fatality involved.  I was 
on a booster line where we cleaned the area of what was left!!!!! 



1965 
March 5, 1965, The Courier-Journal 



1965 
March 11, 1965, Board meeting: 



1965 
March 18, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 25, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 



1965 
March 25, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 



1965 
March 31, 1965:  Fire Engulfs Bedroom, Killing Mrs. Mary Kaye.  Mrs. Mary Johnston Kaye, 63, 
died of suffocation early yesterday as flames engulfed the bedroom of her home at 125 Arrowhead 
Road. 
 
She was the first wife of Lewis G. Kaye, Louisville real estate man who died December 15.  They 
were divorced. Deputy Jefferson County Corner Charles Proctor, who gave the cause of death, 
said Mrs. Kaye suffered burns over most of her body. The cause of the fire, which was confined to 
the bedroom, has not been determined.  The St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department brought it 
under control in a few minutes. 
 
The blaze was reported about 1:55 a.m. by a butler, Allen White, who drove to the Hubbards Lane 
sub-station to report the fire after finding the phone dead 
 
April 8, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
April31, 1965     House fire 125 Arrowhead Road 

 
Comments by Al Ring:  April 1, 1965 House fire at 125 Arrowhead Road and one lady died.  I 
missed this fire run because I did not hear the fire siren.  I raised hell and from then on until I got 
a “Fire Monitor” at night a Mrs. Schultz, a firefighters wife, would call our home number and say 
“fire”.  Mom would then bang on my bedroom wall and I would head for the fire house.  Mom was 
a real good sport to do this and put up with a lot.  On the other hand, I think she kind of enjoyed 
it, because many times I would look at the crowd at a working fire and there was Mom, and some-
times Dad when he wasn’t at work.  



1965 
April 1, 1965, The Courier-Journal:      

 

 



1965 
April 8, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 



1965 
April 8, 1965, Board meeting & letters: 



1965 
April 8, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
Florist hit by fire to reopen – loss runs high 
 
A fire early last Saturday night destroyed almost all 
of Minish & Potts Florist facilities on Fairmeade 
Road, but the firm Tuesday was planning to reopen 
for business in part of the structure by today. 
 
The fire hit shortly after 6 p.m., just a few minutes 
after the florist shop closed for the day’s business.  
The fire enveloped the frame building in minutes. 
 
Passers – by on the busy street, and employees from 
nearby businesses reported hearing an explosion and 
said fire then broke out and raced through the struc-
ture. 
 
Numerous calls reporting the fire went to the St. 
Matthews Fire Department, which got there soon 
enough to stop the fire from spreading to other near-
by structures and to save part of the facilities. 
 
One fireman reported that they stopped the fire al-
most where “they found it.”  Witnesses were compli-
mentary of the firemen’s quick response. 
 
Early reports estimated the damage at $25,000 but 
John Potts who operates the business with his broth-
er Joe, Tuesday said that the loss would far exceed 
that figure, and added the loss could not be deter-
mined at the time. 
 
Totally destroyed was the major building, and nearly 
all of the two 200 feet long green houses at the rear.  
Among the plants and flowers destroyed were 400 
bloom-potted geraniums. 
 
What caused the fire, or the explosion, was not deter-
mined by Tuesday.  One fireman said that the cause 
may never be determined.  A theory at first that a 
hot water heater which supplied heat to the green 
houses blew up apparently wasn’t the cause. 
 
Johnny Potts said the heater wasn’t damaged.  How-
ever, he noted that a large water pipe in one of the 
greenhouses was raised off its original support, but 
still there was no indication of an explosion. 
 
Firemen said one of their first immediate concerns 

when arriving on the scene was to keep the fire from spreading to a gasoline pump to and under-
ground tank. 
 
The firm, one of the oldest in the area, has its major nursery and greenhouse operations at Crest-
wood from which the firm will restock its local shop. 
 
Tuesday workers were busy cleaning up a rear room in order to get back in business for the Easter 
season, one of the busiest business-wise for florists. 
 
A florist has been located there for many years.  Originally, Louisville Nursery firm. 
 
 
Photo next page—NOTE, This was my (Al Ring) first real worker.  I got to go through the front 
window on an 1/1/2” line. 

 



1965 
April 8, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
 

The wiry, twisted shapes of this refuge once was adorned by beautiful flowers, mostly for the Easter season.  But fire 
last Saturday at Minish & Potts Florist left this scene. 

In Smoke—-St. Matthews Fireman check debris-strewn yard at Minish & Potts florist shop, 110 Fairmeade Road, 
after fire of undetermined origin broke out there about 6 last night and caused damage estimated at more that 
$25,000.  The loss included heat damage to two nearby greenhouses and their contents tropical plants and geraniums 
groomed for Easter sale. 



1965 
April 8, 1965, Al & Clinton Ring photos: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments by Al Ring:  This fire was right at 6:p.m. and if I remember right I was pulling into my 
parents driveway when I saw the garage light blinking, which would have been my mother turning 
it on and off telling me there was a fire.  I responded to the fire house but don’t remember which 
apparatus I rode.  We could see the heavy black smoke most of the way down Shelbyville Road 
and knew it was a working fire.  I don’t remember much of the firefighting.  I know I helped with  
an 1 1/2” hose through one of the front windows.  We could hear small spray cans exploding and 
the father we went we could hear the glass falling from the green houses.  I think the fire itself was 
knocked down quite fast but the over-hall took forever. 

 
 
 
 



1965 
April 15 & 22, 1965, The Courier-Journal:   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1965 
April 8, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 3, 1965, Letter: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1965 
May 6, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                          May 13, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 



1965 
May 13, 1965, Board meeting:   



1965 
May 15, 1965:  Firemen praised after home blaze   

 
Fire resulting from burning grease caused comparatively small damage to the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Orville Moore, 3806 Grandview Avenue, about 10 p.m. Friday, May 15, 1965. 
 
The damage was limited to curtains and a window near the kitchen sink.  Mrs. Moore said the 
grease caught fire as the container was being heated preparatory to cleaning and was placed in the 
sink by her husband.  St. Matthews volunteer firemen cleared the house of smoke with use of fans. 
 
In praising firemen, Mrs. Moore jokingly said “It’s almost a pleasure to have a fire.” 
 
 
May 20, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 

6 Fire Runs 
 
St. Matthews Volunteer 
Firemen made six runs 
this week.  These were; 
May 12, 10:23 a.m. corner 
of Westport Road and 
Ridgeway, weed fire, May 
12, 11:29 p.m. 210 Blank-
enbaker Ln.; house; May 
13, 7:05 p.m. 114 Cornell 
Pl., power mower; May 14, 
7:50 a.m. 164 Arrowhead, 
automobile; May 14, 6:15 
p.m., rear 6823 Green 
Meadow Cr., tree; and 
May 17, 8:10 a.m., Shel-
byville Road and Browns 
Lane, automobile. 



1965 
May 20, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 
 

STMFD responded to this run. 



1965 
May 21, 1965, Letter:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 22, 1965, Letter:   
 
 



1965 
May 31, 1965:  June 1, 1964 to May 31, 1965 
 
 Balance on hand   $    3,200.64 
 Receipts 
 Subscriptions     20,046.85 
 Jefferson County      4,750.00 
 Sale Bond            00.00 
 Miss.             00.00 
     $29,796.85  $32,997.49 
 
 Disbursements 

Building            00.00 
Equipment & Clock       9,383.99     $4,000.00 certificate of deposit 
Other       14,340.60 
                     $23,724.59 Balance    $5,272.90 
 
 

June 3, 1965, The Voice Of St. Mathews:  June 10, 1965, Board meeting:   
 

 
 



1965 
June 10, 1965, Letter:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 17, 1965, The Voice 
Of St. Matthews: 
 
Future site of a couple of 
very serious fires. 



1965 
June 24, 196, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
 

June 20, 1965, The Courier-
Journal:    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 19, 1965      106 Travois Road        House fire 
 
Comments from Al Ring:  Chief Monohan S7 responded with 
S4, S1 , and S2.  It was about 1 p.m. on a Saturday and I think I 
rode S4.  This was an attic fire so we had to advance a line up a 
built in staircase that was very narrow, wearing Scott packs.  I   
was in a Scott pack going up the stairs to the attic with a line 
when the valve on the pack hit “something” and broke off kill-
ing my air and shortly later, down I went.  My first injury at a 
fire. 

Article next page, site of future serious fires. 
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June 24, 196, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
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June 26, 1965, Louisville Fire Department Dedication:   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



1965 
June 28, 1965, Letters:   



1965 
June 29, 1965, Letter 
 
 

 
July 1, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 



1965 
July 1, 1965, Letter:      July 8, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1965 
July 8, 1965, Board meeting: 



1965 
July 14, 1965, 7:55 p.m., unknown article: 

 
Four men were injured during an electrical storm which dumped 1.77 inches of rain on the Louis-
ville area yesterday evening.  Numerous outdoor events were canceled; many limbs and power 
lines were downed; and flooding was reported in houses and basements. 
 
Attributed to lightning were the injuries of four men burned at Blair’s Ashland Service Station, 
Shelbyville Road and St. Matthews Avenue, where after a sudden flash a half-ton truck and part 
of the service area were engulfed in flames. 
 
The injured who were standing near the truck were treated at a hospital and released.  The are— 
 
St. Matthews police and fire officials declined to assign a cause to the fire.  Berry, the  manager of 
the station said lightning struck near the truck. 
 
A spokesman for the Louisville Gas & Electric Co. said lightning struck an 11,000 volt line on 
Preston Highway near Fern valley Road interrupting power service in many homes in the Okolona 
area 
 
Lightning also struck a power line on Old Shepherdsville Road north of Popular Level Road inter-
rupting service.  Power —— 
 
Rest not necessary 
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July 15, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 



1965 
July 15, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                  This fire was July 13, 1965 



1965 
July 15, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews:                  This fire was July 13, 1965 



1965 
This fire was July 13, 1965, Probably The Courier-Journal or The Louisville Times: 
 



1965 
This fire was July 13, 1965, Probably The Courier-Journal or The Louisville Times: 
 



1965 
Pictures from Al Ring private collection:               This fire was July 13, 1965 
 



1965 
Pictures from C. E. Ring:                     This fire was July 13, 1965 



1965 
Pictures from C. E. Ring:                     This fire was July 13, 1965 



1965 
Pictures from C. E. Ring:                     This fire was July 13, 1965 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 13, 1965 Ballerina       137 Breckenridge 
Lane 

 
Comments from Al Ring:  July 13, 1965 Major working 
fire at Ballerina Dress Shop at 139 Breckenridge Lane.  13 
injured fire fighters.  I remember Mom & Dad in the 
crowd, I remember our Chief telling a Louisville (It was 
Louisville’s fire) Captain not to open the front door until 
we ventilated the roof.  He didn’t listen and it “back draft-
ed” and blew him across the street.  I was heavily involved 
in this fire but remember very little.  I believe at one time 
I was on the roof and a crew of us were going into a small 
office on the second floor that was a different business. 

Google, The building today, (2010). 



1965 
July 29, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
 
August 5, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

Building built by Sullivan Cozart, of which Dan Sullivan was a St. 
Matthews firefighter. Second floor leased by Harry J. Babcock 
firefighter who owned Puritan Cordage Co. 
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July 22, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 



1965 
August 12, 1965, Board meeting:     August 19, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

September 2, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

August 19, 1965, Lewis Wayne father of Sherrill Wayne 
who was a firefighter and worked part time at the station. 
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September 16, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 19, 1965, The Courier-
Journal: 
 



1965 
September 9, 1965, Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 15, 1965, The Louisville  
Times:   
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September 23, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
September 30, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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September 27, 1965, The Courier-Journal 
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September 30, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 



1965 
September 30, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews:               October 7, 1965, The Voice—Jeffersonian: 
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October 14, 1965, The Voice—Jeffersonian: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy The Archives  of St. Matthews 
Episcopal Church, Louisville, Kentucky, 

Ed Hill:  Ariel photo of the church 
grounds - about 1965. 

 

 

 

 



1965 
October 14, 1965, Board meeting:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 16, 1965, The Courier-Journal 
 
 



1965 
October 19, 1965     Koster Swope Buick  3712 Frankfort Avenue 

Comments by Al Ring:  October 19, 1965 Working fire at Koster Swope Buick at 3712 Frankfort Ave-
nue with a fire in the stock room over the service department.  S5 and S3 responded, we did lay a supply 
line but used a booster to put the fire out.  I wound up in charge for the first few minutes as no officers 
were there, Bob Walling later arrived.  I learned real quick to make decisions. 
 
October 19, 1965:  Unidentified article:  Building Is Destroyed By Explosions, Fire.  Two explosions and a fire destroyed 
a building at 153 Thierman Lane yesterday, causing an estimated $30,000 damage.  The structure, a one story brick office and 
utilities building, was part of an apartment house complex but did not contain any occupied apartments. 
 
E. Rodulfo, 1112 Broadfileds Drive, president of the corporation which owns the building, said that it contained only a busi-
ness office, laundry facilities for the Charlotte Apartments adjacent to it, and unoccupied, furnished guest apartment. 
 
Pantoja said that the building was locked and entry could have been gained only with a key.  He said losses included some 
business machines, the laundry facilities, office furnishings and a small amount of cash. 
 
The fire was discovered at about 8:25 p.m.  The fire is being investigated by the Louisville Police, the St. Matthews Police, 
the state fire marshal’s office and city fire officials.  Cause of the fire remained undetermined late last night. 
 
 

October 21, 1965, The Voice Of St. Matthews:  “Work of a Maniac Says Pantoja.”     “This is the work 
of a maniac,” said E. Rodulfo Pantoja Saturday as he examined the gutted interior of an office building at 153 Thierman Lane 
in St. Matthews. 
 
Pantoja said he thought there was a definite link between the fire that ruined the office building, at an estimated loss of be-
tween $25,000 and $30,000, and a threatening note he had received earlier in the week. 
 
The note, now in the hands of Louisville police, said that unless Pantoja paid $10,000 in protection money his children might 
get “run over by a runaway car” or his house or apartments might be burned . 
 
Pantoja is president of the Rodulfo Realty & Building Company, Inc., the owner of the Charlotte Apartments at 153 Thierman 
Lane. 
 
The office building hit by fire Friday night is situated in front of the complex.  “I don’t care about the damage caused by the 
fire,” he said, “I am worried about my family.” 
 
He poked among the ruins as he talked.  He said the building’s wiring was sound and that he thought a natural cause for the 
fire was unlikely.  Samples of the debris are being analyzed by the state fire marshal’s office to determine the fires exact 
cause. 
 
Pantoja theorized that a gasoline bomb might have been tossed through a large rear window of the structure.  The most dam-
age inside the building was in a spot not far from the large window. 
 
In the middle of last week a threatening note was left on Pantoja’s front porch, he said.  The note demanded $10,000 for pro-
tection. 
 
It instructed Pantoja to leave such an amount in old, unmarked bills “on top of the little white building just before the first 
bridge on cannons Lane, between the hours of 9 and 10 October 15.” 
 
Pantoja, who lives in Louisville, notified police and a trap was set (several lines of the article are missing). 
 
Rickey, 10, is the oldest of Pantoja’s six children.  He described himself as an ordinary businessman who would be hard 
pressed to take up $10,000.00.  Pantoja said he has no idea who might have sent the note, which was written on a sheet of 
loose leaf notebook paper.  “I don’t think I have any enemies,” he said.  The note was written in red pencil in a clumsy pen-
manship, said Pantoja. 
 
Louisville police have been checking the paper for the prints and other identifying marks.  
 
The building gutted by fire contained a business office, laundry facilities for the adjacent Charlotte Apartments, and an unoc-
cupied guest apartment. 
 
The blaze was discovered at 8:24 p.m. Friday.  Four units of the St. Matthews Fire Department and 32 volunteers fought the 
fire until 11:06 p.m. 
 
Residents said they heard two explosions about 8:30 p.m. Friday.  Louisville Arson Squad officials said the noises might have 
been caused by windows blowing out. 
 
The heat of the blaze was so intense that it melted glass windows and aluminum framework in the building.  Firemen said 
they had to break a lock on a gate to a fence surrounding the rear of the building to gain entry. 
 
Firemen said they had to break a lock on a gate to a fence surrounding the rear of the building to gain entry 
 
Cooperating in the investigation are the state fire marshals office, St. Matthews police, Louisville police, and city fire offi-
cials. 
 
(Caption under picture not good enough to reprint).  HOT SPOT:  Patrolman James Riddle of the St. Matthews Police depart-
ment and  
 
 



1965 
October 21, 1965, The Voice—Jeffersonian: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1965 
(Note the following article is 1966, date unknown but pertains to the above articles):  St. Matthews 
Youth Charged With Arson. A paper boy and former life guard has been charged with caus-
ing a $30,000 fire last October and with sending threatening letters to two persons. 
 
William Claude Heim, Jr., 17, of 3703 Winchester Road, is charged with delinquency, arson and 
two counts of sending threatening letters. 
 
The arson charge was filed in connection with a fire October 15, of last year.  The fire gutted an 
office building in front of the Charlotte Apartments at 153 Thierman Lane. 
 
The threats charges were filed in connection with letters received by E. Rodulfo Pantoja, president 
of Rodulfo Realty & Building Co., Inc., the owner of the Charlotte Apartments, and Mrs. Chris-
tine George, 705 Greenride Lane. 
 
Each of the threatening letters demanded $10,000 for “protection,” according to the police.  Heim, 
police said, was employed as a life guard by Rodulfo last year.  The youth operated a paper route 
on the street on which Mrs. George Lives. 
 
Police said the boy had been under observation for some time.  The charges were filed against him 
Saturday afternoon.  Later he was released in the custody of his parents until a hearing is held in 
Jefferson County Juvenile Court. 
 
The case had been under intensive investigation by police and the state arson squad.  In the De-
cember 9 issue, The Voice-Jeffersonian carried an exclusive story saying arson was behind the 
Charlotte Apartment fire.  The story quoted state arson squad detective Albert Phillips. 
 
About a week before the fire Pantoja, who lives in Louisville, received a note demanding $10,000 
for “protection.” 
 
The note warned that if the real estate developer notified police he should “just pray for you Rick-
ey because hi is the one that goes first.” 
 
On March 1 Mrs. George, a widow who earlier in the year had inherited a sizable estate, received 
a similar note demanding $10,000 for a “protection policy” on her life and property. 
 
Police said Heim will be examined by psychiatrists and psychologist before the court hearing. 
 
They said that apparently no other persons were involved 
in the case. 
 
October 28, 
1965, The 
Voice—
Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1965 
Courtesy of St. Matthews, The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. Thomas:   
 
Ca. 1965, Billy Davis collection, University of Louisville Photographic Archives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy of St. Matthews, The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. Thomas:  Lincoln Income 
Insurance Company Tower rising between the Watterson Expressway and the Clayton Moores’ 
Golden Maxim Farm, on the west side of Breckenridge Lane, Ca. 1965 Bill Davis Collection, Uni-
versity of Louisville Photographic Archives.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



1965 
 

1965 
  

Photos courtesy Al Ring. 
4601 Shelbyville Road, American Oil station in late 1950’s or early 60’s on left.  Became Al Ring 
American Service in 1965 on right and bottom.  His first station. 
 

 
4300 Shelbyville Road, (Fairmeade Rd. & Shelbyville Rd.).  This picture is late 1965 or very ear-
ly 1966.  Station would have been same through most of the 1950’s.  Al Ring bought the station 
in December 1965.  Note new brick building in back which is Minnish & Potts Florists (Steve 
Potts (61) father and family were owners), has been replaced after fire April 14, 1965. 



1965 
 

1965 
  

Photos courtesy Al Ring. 
Late 1965, 4300 Shelbyville Road, Al Ring’s American Service, at Fairmeade and Shelbyville Road 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Re-
member Green  

Al Ring, firefighter, car a Pontific Catalina 2 + 2 convertible, 
only a few made, wrecked on way to working fire at Palmer-
Ball 
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1965 
 November 4, 1965, The Voice—Jeffersonian: 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 11, 1965, The 
Courier-Journal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 10, 1965, The Courier-Journal  edited 
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1965 
 November 4, 1965, Letter:    November 11, 1965, Board meeting:   
 

 
 
 

November 18, 1965, The Voice—
Jeffersonian: 

Fire at Bacon’s right after complaint let-
ter!!!!!!!!!!! 



1965 
 

1965 
 November 10, 1965, The Courier-Journal:   Edited  
 

 
 
November 11, 1965, The Courier-Journal:   
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1965 
 December 2, 1965, The Voice—Jeffersonian: 
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1965 
 Courtesy Lyndon Fire & Rescue:                           December 2 & 8, 1965 

 
 
 

The leaders are introduced 
 

Sergeant Bill Fouchee, head of Louisville Fire Department Arson Squad,  explains heat 
level of fire under discussion. 



1965 
 

1965 
 Courtesy Lyndon Fire & Rescue:                           December  8, 1965 

 

 
December 9, 1965, The Voice—Jeffersonian: 

 

 

 
 
 

Detective Al Phillips, of the Kentucky State Arzon 
Squad, discussing the legal points. 

Sergeant Fouchee uses blackboard for instruction 



1965 
 

1965 
 December 9, 1965, Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1965 STMFD letterhead paper 



1965 
 

1965 
 December 23, 1965,  The Voice – Jeffersonian: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 30, 1965,  The Voice – Jeffersonian: 

 
 Main stories of 1965, edited— 

 



1965 
 

1965 
 December 30, 1965,  The Voice – Jeffersonian: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I (Al Ring) drove S4 (Quad) on this run.  Jack Monohan was officer on S4.  Sherburn Lane 
had cars on both sides of the street parked, some trying to get through etc., most just wanting 
to see what was going on.  We were making a rescue run, and a car was approaching us and 
wouldn’t or couldn't get out of the way.  I yelled to Jack, I going to scrape him, he said keep 
going we have a rescue.  We scrapped him.  Later that night the driver came to the firehouse 
and complained to Chief Monohan, who had little sympathy for the guy and invited him to 
leave.  I don’t think he knows how lucky he was being able to leave like he did. 



1965 
 

1965 
 1965 or 1966, courtesy of former STMFD firefighter John Redmon from Facebook: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rick Albers & John Redmon 
Future STMFD firefighters 
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1965 
 STMFD Fire Run Report 1965: 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1965 
 

1965 
 Fire Statistics For 1965 

 
Total number of fire runs:  200 
Total working fires:   8 
Total hours of fire fighting:  56 
Total 1 1/2" hose used:  4,300 feet 
Total 2 1/2" hose used:  12,400 feet 
Back up City of Louisville:  2 times 
Number of A. M. runs:  62 
Number of P. M. runs:  138 
 
Number of runs made by fire apparatus:   Types of fire runs: 
 
S1:   87     House   63 
S2:   42     Commercial  21 
S3:   67     Automobile  45 
S4:   140     Field & trash  42 
S5:   29     Miscellaneous 21 

     Malicious false 8 
 

Working fires: 
 
3/31/1965  1:35 a.m. House, 125 Arrowhead, 2nd floor bedroom, one lady died 
4/10/1965 6:00 p.m. Minish & Potts Florists, 110 Fairmeade Road 
6/19/1965 11:02 a.m. House, 106 Travois Road, fire in attic 
7/13/1965      6:07 p.m. Ballerina Dress Shop, 139 Breckinridge Lane, 13 firefighters injured, 

was actually in City of Louisville, McMahan FD assisted 
7/20/1965 2:29 a.m. House, 507 Macon, fire in family room 
9/27/1965 9:25 a.m. House, 4016 Norbourne Blvd., Fire in living room 
10/18/1965 11:06 p.m. Rudolfo Realty, 153 Thierman Lane, arson fire 
10/19/1965 2:10 p.m. Koster Swope Buick, 3712 Frankfort Avenue, fire in stock room over 

service department 
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1965 
STMFD Fire Runs Charts by Al Ring  Total fires   200        Working fires 8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



1965 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
 

 



1965 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
 

 



1965 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
 

 



1965 
STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
 

 



1965 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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Board Of Directors 
F. C. Boss 
Judge L. S. Grauman 
M. A. Kamer 
G. Miller 
H. A Monohan 
J. M. Monohan, Jr. 
J. P. Terry 
W. L. Wilson 
 
 
 
 
 

Officers 
Chief J. M. Monohan, Jr. 
Assistant Chief Marty Kamer, to July 14. 
Assistant Chief W. R. Herdt, started July 15. 
Captain A. E. Andriot, Jr. 
Captain A. R. Haeberlin 
Captain J. M. Monohan III 
Captain R. C. Walling 
Lieutenant H. K. Babcock 
Lieutenant Gene Klapheke, Jr. 
Lieutenant D. J. Sullivan 
Lieutenant M. R. Zehnder. 

Firefighters 
J. W. Adkins 
W. C. Ballard, Jr. 
D. W. Beard 
J. A. Beckman 
R. C. Brenzel 
R. K. Brown 
John Buckner 
J. R. Case 
H. L. Chreste 
W. C. Colson 
D. L. Daniels 
J. T. DeHart 
W. E. Dieckman 
P. G. Dillman 
D. L. Engnehl 
E. C. Foley 
G. C. Haeberlin 
J. S. Handle 
G. L. Hudson 
P. A. Iwan 
J. L. Jackson 
D. Jewell 
J. V. Kaster 
R. E. Kaster 
H. C. Kuhn, Jr. 
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G. F. Liebert 
T. C. Martin 
A. McNally 
W. F. Mercke 
W. T. Micou, Jr. 
W. T. Miller 
D. L. Monohan 
B. Munz 
J. L. Noon 
W. T. Owens 
Al Ring 
D. L. Ross 
J. B. Ross 
P. L. Schneider 
R. H. Schultze 
A. R. Scott 
D. Smith 
R. J. Sutton 
J. P. Terry 
T. J. Thornbury 
O. C. Von Allmen 
H. L. Wahlstrom 
S. E. Wayne 
 


